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“v'ana Gambler
|zed After
ewnld Landlng

Racketeer Meyer
Lansky, top man of the lust
Havana ' gambling syndi-

day as a vagrant, He was
taken in last night for gues:
tioning about the . fata
shooting of his old Murder,
Inc., chum, Albert Ana
stasm. :

Anastasié was b]asted out 0;
a Park Sheraton barber chal
last Oct. 25 reputedly because¢

muscling in on Lansky's rxcl'
Cuban pickings. « .

The Havana big shot wac
grabbed as he stepped from q
cab at Broadway and 53rd S
He was booked for vagrancy
even though he carried a $108%
roll and protested that he owng
a home at 3800 South Ocea
Dr., Hollywood, Fla.

' -Says He’s Gambler, {

Lansky listed himself as r’
rambler. That isn't recogmze
as a3 worthwhile trade in thi!
state.

After a three- hour sessxon ai
the W. 54th St. station, head
quarters for the Anastasia i
vestigation, Inspector Frede
ick Lussen and Deputy I
spector John Green said
sky was no helplat all.

Lansky, whd] was trail
from Tdlewide Aljrport after h!
flew in from Ya.na, was ti
be arraigned . Weekend
Court because of the holiday

‘The gambling bigwig anc
ex-director of Murder, Inc;
readily admitted he had bee]
engaged in Cuban gambhns
for two years, but would no
discuss any of his reportet
connections with Havani
hotels and their casinos.

Was in New York. °

He also admitted, polidp safc
thit he was in New ¥prk :
few days before Anastasp wa
shpt by two thugs, but id h.

“Contintded on Page Two. ’

cate, was booked here to:

he had defied an edict agains

‘ldouble-breasted suit and a blue

Y,

9]

mvas in either Florida o Cuba
at the time of the slayllig.
; In the murder investiZation,.
District Attorney 'Frank S.'
Hogan has circulated 4&state
‘alarms Iqf Lansky’s two aids,!

Louis Sﬂ 0s, alias Sajnto Traf.| ;

ficante, 42} of Tampa, Fla., and;
Havana, “and Joseph (Joe
‘Rivers) Silesi, 60, of 265 La
fayette St.
; The two can be seen every
.night at the palatial Sans
Souci, which Santos operates
in Havana, as well as at other
Cuban casinos. -
Medical Treatment. -
Lansky, who made no effort

to ‘dodge photographers dur-

H

|
[
.
&

in New ,York for medical].

'treatment. But he couldn't|
-"seem to remember what had|
_"made him ill—unless it was
.ithe fact that Mr. Hogan has
..considered him a prime sus-]
'pect in the. Anastasia killing.|.
*Lansky has been quoted be-|

‘ifore as saying this DA interest}.

iin'g his booking, said he was|

“pained” him.
During the bookmg, the §

“itoot 6 inch, dark-haired gam-|.
‘ibler stopd before the lieuten-
lant's desk In station
‘|house and looked anything but|
:|lan underworld Jord.

He wore a too-tight, gray,

'ngured tie. He sald he was
'born July 4, 1902, that he was
jonce a machinist but now “a
businessman,” and that he
was married and the father

me
on

,_Apalachin

the gangland conventiof| at
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By IRVING LICBERMAN and STAN OPOTOWSKY'.

!

-was attempting to muscle in on

i B .
idustry, reportedly by appointment
. B P S ‘
‘Batista, - - oo -
The police believe fhat Anqas-
tasia’s murder was ordered and
planned in a W. 49th St. hotel
just a few days before the ex-
Murder, Inc., star was gunned to
death in the Park Sh_eraton's bar-
ber shop, Oct. 25.- .- - -~
Lansky admitted being in town
at the time of the meeting, but
denied that he attended it. He
admitted being in the U. S. the
day Anastasia was killed, -
Waiting for Larsky - S
Lansky flew- into New - York
last night on a mysterious visit,
and the cops were waiting. They
had been tipped off that he was
flying here from Miami, and so
detectives were ready at Idlewild
Airport and also at hotels Lan.
sky frequents. -

The airport detectives spotted
him immediately. They gave him
a little rope. Instead of picking
him up right away, they trailed
him for three hours. e

| Finally they picked him up at
Broadway and 53d St. at 10:30
p.m. and took him to the W. 54th
St. station, headquarters for the
investigation of Anastasia’s mur-

der. : .
Questioned 3 Hours L

The high police brass was
called in, and Inspector Frederick
Lusson directed the gquestioning
for three hours. It was not very-
fruitful.,, At the end, Lusson told
reporters: : . .

“He gave us no information.
He doesn’t even give an occupa-’
tion. He says that he is a former
machinist, but that dates back to
his childhood days. He does ad-
mit to being a gambler. That is
not a legal occupation in this
state, so he is being booked for
vagrancy. ’ .

in the country, in Florida, the
few'days nrior to the killing.”

Tthe
oli

; those were the days when {tions

| Bigshot gambler Meyer Lansky admits.that he;was It
w York at the time a gangland council allegedly rdered |
¢ execution of Albert Anastasia, police_said toda)
“But beyond that Lansky will say nothing. »- " T- 7.
So after more than three hours of questioning, Lansky
!;was booked as a vagrant—early today—even though he',hgd
1$1,085 stuffed in his pocket at the time, - e
" Police believe that Anastasia was murdered because he
' the flourishng Havana,

he Cuban gambling in-:

casinos. Lansky is the kingpin of t g in-
‘by. dictator Fulgencio |

- “In relatidh Ato the Anz{stnélﬁ vy ,.'_ : - “walk ith *
shooting, he did say that he was ﬁiﬁg{iv?:ts&{ 5(41&‘ évta S Nt

Anattasia was doomed. But Lan-" =%

r) v. o

|

Post Photo by Pomerants’ !

precinct, .

lday Anastasia was killed—and |sky ‘would not expand on the.
that he was in New York City a subject. " . L L
i | Police were amazed thall Lan-’
Itiwas that “few days prior to|sky would dare come o] New;

Ikilling” that interested the|York in view of the invpstiga..
of the Anastasia Killings?®

i - Continned on Page 38. _ . _




LT 7

bt ]

-9t the rival Hotel Nacional de |

Lansky appeared to be wear::
ing what he would consider -a
disgnise when he was pick up
last night. There was one (If the:
flastly jewelry and eleghntly :
tailofed togs normally sjjorted :

e hoods. - T }

y - - N R 4

Instead, he wore a cheap-look-
ing grey suit, a battered hat and |
a plain white shirt. He was cheer-:
ful about the inconvenience, and
seemed even amused at photog-:
raphers’ flashbulbs popped as he |
was booked at 1:55 a.m. S
. He kept a cigaret riveted to his |
lips and his hands plunged into
his pockets. He talked in a low,
calm voice. When the desk lieu-
tenant droned out, “Occupation?”
Lansky was ready with a drone
of his own: T e

“Buslness.” =~ - 77
Reported Batiste’s Boy -

Lansky gives every indication
of being a varietable czar of Cu. !
ban gambling operations. The :
Havana story is that he was'
picked by Batista to run the ca-
sinos, and that Batista and Lan-"
sky are partners in the operation,
- Lansky quietly glides through
the gambling room of the re- |
cently opened Hotel Riviera each;
night, and even received a na-|
tionwide TV plug when Steve,
Allen originated his NBC show
from the hotel last month. .

Lansky's brother is strategical-
ly placed as pit boss in the casino |

Cuba., i

Havana gambling, new and en-
ticing, is considered the hottest
property of the underworld right!:
now. It is just one hour from
Miami (planes every hour) and};
Just sevei hours from New York.

Anastasia wanted to cut him-
self into this lush field, police
think, and ignored warnings that |
he was moving out of hi} as-|
signed territory, District |ttor-
ney Hjgan has sought to ‘jues-
tion gimblers Santo Traffiljante
and Jojeph Silesi, both members
of the| Lansky organization in
Cuba, But they will have no part

cof it. " -,

{“medical_ treatment,” but réfused

{Vegas for Havana, .. . o
Once Costello Partner -~ ..

-

and "the " Appalachifi

vention.: ... ... T A
Lansky sald he was hezp for
to revea the allment,. .. : l

One lligh police official told.
The Pos; today that only ‘_.‘véryj
urgent” ! business could have:
lgredmLansky to New York, per{
3 e, . o PR

1 This authoritative “police of-!
(| ficial said that Las Vegas gambl- !

ing interests have been demand-’

‘ling a cut of the Havana take.'
‘|Nevada’s take has been hit by a :

recession, and The Mob blames
this ‘partially on the fact that its-
Eastern trade now passes up Las:

i

Lansky, once a partner of Frank

| Costello in Las Vegas and New

_ deported.

Orleans operations, probably came
to confer with his old boss, the
police official said. -: ... -
Lansky has been in the hood
hierarchy for decades. He was de-
scribed by former Mayor William .
O’Dwyer as one of the six mem- .

-bers of the Murder, Inc., board of

directors, serving with such illus-’
‘trious compatriots  as Bugsey
Siegel, Jacob' Shapiro, Louis:
Lepke, Lucky Luciano, and -Joe:
Adonis. . P LT b

Lansky is the -only survivor.
The others are either dead or

Yet despite this long history
in crime’s higher circles, Lansky,
has served only one jail term—
a three-month stretch in Sara.
toga Couniy Jail in 1953 for
gambling operations at Saratoga
Springs. He spent his cell time .
reading ti‘e Bible and a diction-
ary. - - - e
10 Othe} Arrests . . - -

He hgs 10 othér arres
for horpicide, but none" ver.
stuek. Y -~ ST U
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“Waciogs Call Lansky |~
For Quiz on Apalachin

Gambler Faces Trialasa Vagrant,

. Denles Anastasia Slaying Role j .

o Don Hogan 1/l

Meye: Lamky. identified By
the cognoscentl ras a racketeer
of international importance
and by his cohorts as “Meyer
the Bug,” was charged yester-
day with cagrancy a few hours
after he arrived in New York,
allegedly to see his doctor about
ulcers. A few more hours later
he received & summons to ap-
pear before the Joint Legisla-
tive Watchdog Committee in-
vestigating the November gang-
land meetmg at Apalachm.
N. Y.

Lansky was picked up shortly
after midnight by detectives
who trailed him from ldlewild
Airport, where he had arrived
from Havana, to Broadway.
First “he was relleved of his
checkbook, $1,085 in cash, and
his luggage and then was left
waiting for three hours in the
W. 56th St. station. Then he
was questioned for three more
hours concerning the slaying
of Albert Anastasia.

Bodyguard Held

Anastasia, a former executive
with Murder, Inc,, was shot to
death in a barber’s chair Oct.
25 at the Hotel Park Sheraton.
80 far the only arrest in the
case has been that of Anthony
Cupola, the slain men's body-
guard, as a material witness.
Cupola, presently in the Belle-
vue Hospital prison ward with
a heart ailment, has main-
tained he was drinking coffee
across the street when his em-
ployer was shot. :

One police theory is that
Anastasia was killed because he!
wanted a plece of the gambung
profits taken from American'
tourists in Havana. Lansky,
‘'who, as an ally of Frank Cos-
tello and Frank Erickson, has!-
in the past been proven owner:
‘of gambling operations in Las'
Vegas, Nev.; Saratoga Springs,’
N. Y., and Miami, Fla., pres-,
ently is considered the prime

gambling consesslonah‘e m’

Cuba.

Lansky’s trlal on the vagrancy

he was released on a $1, OODI

i charge was set for Feb. 21 and.

bond spupplied by a ymt&swm

ondsman.

65 FEB 241 1958

Although not present at the‘

palachin meeting, Lansky is

elleved to have known just
bout every one there. One of:
he minor racketeers present
is believed to have been his
personal fepresentative, . « |
)

Visited Luclano

Lansky spent his youngerl
rackets day as a member of'
“The Big Six,” a gang vhich
decided upon the elimination'
of Duteh Schullz from the
underworld scene. Later Lan-
sky was graduated to a position
qual with Costello and Erick-
on in the ownership of vari-
us highly lucrative gambling
ouses. Still latet he was
ound to be a close assoclate '
of Charles “Lucky”. Luciano
the vice lord, whom he visited
in Sing Sing Prison. 8hortly
after Luciano’s pardon snd de-
portation to Italy, Lansky,
safled in the royal suite of &’
ship to visit him there,

Although associated with the.
leaders of syndicated crime
(unlike the others who are
mostly Sicilians, he was born
n Russia) Lansky has only a
2 arrest record. He was fined

or homicide and {felonious
assault was never convicted of
nything more serious than
ambling or violating the Vol-
stead Act.

The summons before the'
Watchdog commjiitee iz, for
10 a. m. Feb. 20. . |

{

Trotter
Clayton
Tele.Room ———
Holloman

Wash. Post and
Times Herald

Wash. News

Wash. Star

N. Y. Herald 11
Tribune «
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American -
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N. Y. Daily News
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3 H Herald Tribune photo by Joe Engels .
- QUIW ANASTASIA SLAYIhG—I\;;;»—Lensky :
g leaving court yesterday after he was released in $1,000
i ' bond on a charge of vagraney, - 7 .. .4
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: police laid a tentative hand on

He’s Well Protected During His Visit Here

By >Dvon Hogan

Herald Tribune Special® ‘:}

Meyexg) Lansky, one of the un-
touchables of the underworld,
retained his privileged rank on
a recent visit to New York. The

his sleeve when he first arrived
in town, then could only stand
back end watch—something
they did, apparently, twenty-
four hours a day.

?He held still for a few min-
utes’ press conference but be-
came unavailable after his law-
yer called newsmen a “misera-
ble bunch of rats” for suggest-
ing his client did not move in
the highest social circles.

The Herald Tribune’s efforts
to see him after that failed
, completely, and presumably he
'§s now back in Hollywood, Fla.,
where he has a house on the
ocean, or perhaps, despite the
Cuban government’s announce-
ment that he was unwanted on
their island, has returned to his
gambling interests there.

Picked Up on Arrival

He arrived in New York at
Idlewild Airport the night of
Feb. 11 and was picked up by
the police as soon as he arrived
in the downtown area. He was
questioned for several hours
about the murder Oct. 25 of
Albert Anastasia (who, it is be-
lieved, was trying to muscle-in
on Cuban gambling) but told
police he knew nothing more
about the killing “than an Es-
kimo in ‘Alaska.”

When they were finished
talking to him, police booked
him for vagrancy despite the
fact he had $1,061 in cash and
& checkbook in his pockets. He.
was held in the W. §4th St.
precinct overnight. :

A few days later Lansky’s
Jawyer, Moses Polakoff, of 475
Fifth Ave., was asked by the
Herald Tribune if he could ar-
range for an interview with

Lansky. The lawyer said “No.”:

Several days were devoted by:
the Herald Tribune reporter to
finding out where Lansky was
gtaying. In the meantime hisj
vagrancy case came u TT.
'Ily»,..zuds_ad-cphgd that as un-

pu— B e

P P

Hisive Ts the Word for Lansky. b2

P Tolson “g - -
rdman

elmont .

foriunatags it might-tetroms;
case “social undesirability is not|
the equivalent of lawlessness™
and ordered him discharged.

Hotel Room Shielded

-Shortly after that it was
ilearned he was staying in an
eighteenth floor suite at the
Hotel Navarro, 112 Central
Park South. A reporter went
directly to the room without
stopping at the desk. The re-
iport,er rang the bell. No one
'answered. : _

The reporter waited several
hours but Lansky did not re-’
turn to the hotel. The next day
the reporter telephoned first.
from outside the hotel to see if,
he was in and could talk to him.
From 8 a. m. to shortly after
noon he was told by the op-;
erator, “Mr. Lansky is in the;
bathtub, please call back later.”!
On the sidewalk to the west
of the door was 2 street photog-'
rapher taking pictures of people
as they walked by. After watch-
ing him for awhile it hecame

breaker jacket flew open to re-
veal a movie camera slung
under his arm. He propped
open the jacket and pressed his
arm to his side every time any-
one went in or out of the hotel.

A little farther up the street

and pepper overcoat and grey

the door of a Buick talking to

‘la platinum blonde in a mink

stole who was sitting in the car.
From time to time she would
pick up something in her hand,

1iPstiex oI her mouth. Only it

ga- X431-4

.
i

NOT RFCOI&’.'&?EE)
102 0.2 174

)

317195

clear he had no film in hisj:
cdmera. Then once, when hej;
turned around swiftly, his wind-{:

was a debonair gentleman wear-|,
ing & pencil-thin mustache, salt|

homburg. He was leaning onj

!

]

‘
¢

hold it in front of her face andi
with her other hand-iraeeenew:

| his doctor Lansky went to Idle-

|without appearing before the

{1 p. m. He jumped into a cab

wasxg'; % mirror in her off-side
hand—it was a micropﬁone. -
In another automobile on the
‘other side of the street and
headed in the opposite direc--
tion was a uniformed chauffeur. |
In the course of two days the:
reporter watched the hotel:
while Lansky was in his room’
the car never moved ‘and there’
were three different chauffeurs:
behind the wheel. i
Mystefious Truck i
Another time a news delivery
truck was parked for hours
across the street, directly in
front of the hotel. Once the
tarpaulin, which was rolled
down in the back, was opened
to let someone climb in. The in-
terior looked like a radio repair
shop. o
On Saturday, March 1, Lan-
sky left the hotel shortly after

rotter —
layton
ele. Room
Holloman
" Gandy

before the reporter could catch:
him. The reporter climbed into ;
another cab to follow. The’
gentleman in the salt and
pepper overcoat got behind the
wheel next to the platinumt
bloride. Driving up the East
Side other cars cut in and
out behind Lansky's cab. Fi-
nally, near what was later de-
scribed as Lansky’s doctor’s of«
fice, a car the reporter L.ad not
seen before waved his taxi over
to the side. :

A man approached the cab
window and flashed a badge.

Herald Tribune—Engd}
Meyer Lansky

Wash, Post and
Times Herald

“Who are you?” he asked. The

reporter showed his press card. Wash, News

“Listen, Mac,” the officer said, Wash. Star ——

“it looks like a funeral proces- N. Y. Herald _._____-(

sion with so many cars going .

around. We're trying to do a Tribune

job. Why don’t you go home?”. N. Y. Journale—____
The reporter went back to his American

office. Later in the day he

learned that after the visit to N. Y. Mirror

N. Y. Daily News

wild, where he boarded & plane i

for Florida. The.  reporter N. _Y' Times
| checked to see why Lansky had Daily Worker
1been allowed to leave town The Worker

legislative - “watchdog” com-' New Leader

mittee which is investigating
the gangster meeting in Ap-,

pialachin, N, Y. A spokesman-

;still inyestigating
who he is.”, -

for the committee said, “We're Date
not ready for him yet. We're'
mm tq see R 1 1 1958




Back in Cuba
Despli‘e Ban

Specwl to the New York Post i
Havana, June 23—-Meyer Lan-
sky, kingpin .U. 8. "gambler
banned from Cuba four months
ago, has quietly returned to
this country. :
He has been seen at local ca-l
sinos, of which he controls at
least two. -
~ Lansky he]ped set up the gam-
blmg room in the Hotel Nacional

MEYER LAN SKY

e by @ e oo

n 1956. Later he was mstrumen-:
tal in the building of the Hotel '

Rl\'lera, in wh)ch he has an in-
terest.

In February, Lansky flew to :

the U. S. for medical treatment.
In New York he was arrested on
a vagrancy charge,

Spokesmen for the Cuban gov- '

ernment - then announced that
Lansky, as an undersirable alien,
would not be permitted to return

to Cuba. (His brother Jake and .

‘Sam Tucker of Las Vegas' Des-

ert Inn have remained in charge:

at the Nacional’s casino).

i Lansky's return coincided thh'

_ Iplans of -several U. S. gamble
lto’\?bandon Cuba as a result ¢f
'a Nevada ruling against anyor|

ho:hmg interests in the state

wed as Cuba, .

oL/
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ScivVea osubpena

Mr. Lanskx, for many
years a key. figure in the
RS gambling fraternity,
returned to this country
yesterday after the new
Cuban government of
Fidel Castro clamped at
least a temporary lid on
gambling. - - .

N ) - E PR

He arrived by air in Miami{
carrying only a cloth hand
bag and was quickly cleared
by immigration service offi-
cials, who said they had no
reason to hold Mr. Lansky
since he is a naturalized citj-
zen and faces no Federal
charges. He is the first big
shot gambler to return to
America since the revolution,

SEE DOCTOR

Mr. Lansky told reporters
he was going to his homé in
nearby Hollywood, Fla., “to
8ee a doctor.”

But Robert Kennedy, chiet
counsel of the McClellan Com.
mittee, revealed today that
Mr. Lansky already has been
summond to testify on his
role in the U, S. juke box in-
dustry when the group re-
sumes its hearings in a few
days.

He said Mr. Lansky had
been served a subpena during
8 visit to New York_ last
spring and Tad agreed then
to return and testify when
summoned.

Mr. Kennedy declined to
discuss Mr. Lansky's alleged
activities in the juke-box busi-
ness in this country while he
has been living in Cuba as
the gambling “czar” for de-
posed dictator Fulgencio Ba-
tista.

ASSOCIATIONS

Mr. Lansky has for many
Years reputedly been associ-
ated with such underworld
characters as Frank Costello,
Joe Adonis, Charles (Lucky)
Luciano and Buggsy Siegel.

At the Kefauver crime com-
mittee hearings he was once -
described as a director of
-Murder, Inc, the famed
Brooklyn crime syndicate, and
a top man in a $26 million-a-
Year gambling-house opera-
tion. - ’

In 1953 he was sentenced to
three months in prison and
fined $2500 after pleading

guilty to running wide-open
eambling at the Arrowhead
}m in Saratoga, N. Y.

on Alleged Juke Box Act

PRSI SR

U. S: Gamifling
"Called by

By JAQY)STEELE 8cripps-Howard Statf Writer

Sen

N

MEYER LANSKY

But the Justice Department
failed in an attempt to de-
naturalize the Pussianborn!
Lansky on grotunds that he,
concealed his career In crime'!
when he became a citizen inﬁ
1928, ' l

ATTEMPT FAILS

Last February, during a
visit to New York, Mr, Lan-
sky was picked up by police
and questioned about the
murder of Albert Anastasia.
But a charge of vagrancy
against him was dismissed.

A New York state legisla. |
tive committee also sought in
vain to question him about
the gangland convention at
Apalachin, N. Y. .

Job Problem

NEW YORK, Jan. 8 (UPI)
~—The revolutionary suspen-
sion of gambling in Cuba
posed both an employment
and a residence problem to-
day for some of the United
States’ busiest expatriate
racketeers, T

Meyer Lansky, who helped
departed President Eulgencio
Batista organize Havana's
Plushest .industry, arrived in
Florida last night “to see a
doctor.” He expressed some
hope the new government
would reopen the casinos at
least for tourist gambling.

clar

Meye~Lan kingpin of Cuban gamblihg under theBatlsta 'fééime, will be célléa as a
ness ﬁy Hle_ §enate Rackets Investigating Committee within two weeks,. " R

Some of his fellow gaming
house operators were less
eager to come to this coun-
try. New York police say
they'd be interested in talk-
Ing to almost any Cuban
gambler in the interest of
solving the Albert Anastasig ;
murder myvsterv. - - >

ivities -

—e
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‘ Mr. Lansky, for many.
years a key figure in the
U. S. gambling fraternity,
returned to this country .
yesterday after the new
Cpban government of -
Fidel Castro clamped at :
least a temporary lid on
gambling,

He arrived by air in Miami
carrying only a cloth hand |
bag and was quickly cleared
by immigration service offi-
cials, who said they had no
reason to hold Mr. Lansky
since he is a naturalized citi-
zen and faces no Federal!
charges. He is the first big]
shot gambler to return to:
America since the revolution.

SEE DOCTOR

Mr. Lansky told reporters
he was going to his home in|
nearby Hollywood, Fla., “to:
see a doctor.” :

But Robert Kennedy, chief
counsel of the McClellan Com-
mittee, revealed today that
Mr. Lansky already has been
summond to testify on his
role in the U. S. juke box in-
dustry when the group re-
sumes its hearings in a few
days. . .

He said Mr. Lansky had
been served a subpena during
a visit to New York last
spring and had agreed then,
to return and testify when
summoned.

‘Mr. Kennedy declined to
discuss Mr. Lansky's alleged
activities in the juke-box busi-
ness in this country while he
has been living in Cuba as
the gambling “czar” for de-
{{o?ed dictator Fulgencio Ba-
ista. . S
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Mr. Lansky has for many
years reputedly been associ-
ated with such underworld
characters as Frank Costello,
Joe Adonis, Charles (I_.ucky)
Luciano and Buggsy Siegel.

At the Kefauver crime com:

. mittee hearings he was once

director of

described as a
the famed

Murder, Inc,

. Brooklyn crime syndicale, and

a top man in a $26 million-a-

year gambling-house opera.-,l

tion.

In 1953 he was sentenced to
three months in prison an
fined $2500 after pleading

uilty to running wide-open
'z'gambling at the Arrowhesd
*Inn in Saratoga, N. Y.

MEYER LANSKY

But the Justice Depariment },
failed in an attempt to de-|

naturalize the Russian-born| -

Lansky on grounds that he
concealed his career in crime
;\g%%n he became a citizen in
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U.'S. Gambling Czar in-
Called by Senate Probers ¢

By JACK STEELE Scrippr-Howard Siatt wetter __

G feme - vresire + ERafal

ATIEMYY EML‘D b

Last February, durinia'a
visit to New York, Mr. Lan-
sky was picked up by police
and questioned about the
murder of Albert Anastasia.
But a charge of vagrancy
against him was dismissed.

A New York state legisla-
tive committee also sought in
vain to question him about
the gangland convention at
Apalachin, N. Y.

Meyer Lansky, ki'ﬁépiﬁ"gf £;ﬁbaﬁ gambling thgtista regime, w
nes‘sr%?r'tﬁ- € Senate Rackets Investigating Committee within two weeks.

il be called as a wit- |

Job Problem

NEW YORK, Jan. 8 (UPD)
—The revolutionary,h suspen
sion of gambling in Cuba
posed both an employment
and a residence problem to-
day for some of the United
States’ busiest expatriate
racketeers. :

Meyer Lansky, who helped
departed President Eulgencio
Batista organize Havana's
plushest industry, arrived in
Florida last night “to see a
doctor.” He expressed some

hope the new government.

" would reopen the casinos at
" least for tourist gan:_:_bling. )

.1 Some of his fellow gaming
 house operators were less
‘leager to come to this coun-
'try. New York police.say
;thev’d be interested in_ talk-
ing to almost any Cuban
‘gambler in the interest of

' solving the Albert Anastasia

murder MySstery. cememmms.
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HOLLYWOOD, Fla., Feb. 17 ’

(AP) —The U. S. Senate rack-; - /j/

ets committee gf:u'ned yester-t . ﬂ/

Cay that Meyerfansky, wanted v

for questioning m-tire-juke box

industry probe, had checked out,

of a private hospital and left

no forwarding address.

Lansky, New York and Flo-

rida gambling figure, walked;

‘out of Hoilywood Hospital Sat-|

urday, Robert Kennedy, com-!

mittee attorney, was told.:

.Lansky reportedly "was being!

itreated for a heart condition.

} Lansky is under supoena to

1present himself “forthwith” in

| Washington to testify in the

juke box investigation. Only

last Friday the committee sent

a U, S. Public Health Service

physscian to Hollywood Hospi-

t_,__wal mine Lansky. : The Washington Post and

) Times Herald
The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star
New York Herald Tribune
New York Journal-American _L
New York Mirror
New York Dally News
New York Post
The New York Times
<0 iy
7 R ) -~ The Work
7\9{,44;\0;)@/ /fjl e Worker
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The Wall Street Journgi-: b
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0 lnslory of the nal!on s orgamzetl cnme 1 geath (J‘ old age) edllier L—
would he complete without an account of the role | this year.\ : : The MIAMI HERALD
attributed to Meyer Lansky, a South Florida resident R
. ge . Abner ongie) Zwillnkan
for many years. Specialist Hank Messick, an expert | . <5 " 1 "0 Capone of . . .
' student oj syndicate operations, examines Lansky’s | New Jersey,” allegedly killed Miami, Florida
activities in seceral articles for Herald readers, start- | himself in 1959. And Frank

Costello, who became too

mgloday- I . famous, was stripped of his J 7 2'Q;:\j ,/,7)¢

T T e T A T authority and arrested re-

cently in New York on va- . ,/ NOT prosvTTp !
grancy charges. AR

{124 DEC 22 1675

By |HANK MESSICK; Over the' decades since
fHeraid Special writer Langky first became knwn M

. The jboss of the Eastern,|as fjo-boss, with Benjjmin

o | Syndicate and probabl?f tt { (Bujsy) Siegel, of the jBugs Lansky has surv:\ved. '

44 [ biggest man in orga ed |and{Meyer Mob, he legrned | The art of survival in i

| " crime today lives at 632 Yij- | the“value of moderation, of = hostile world was one Lan-

o biscus Drive, Hallaffdale. His | restraint. Lansky’s ' power skys ancestors learned when ! N )
M| real name is Maier Suchowl- e .. - ... six centuyies ago the Bli»Ck Being followed
B | ; jansky, but i35 Under the | grew along with his wealth. Death sv apt eastward ofer’. e
| vame_Meye .ﬁanshy.he won | His associates were nof} as|--—- --- — i’ S i
hxs wealth, fortuhate. ) Euxope killing millions adid
Lansky's wealth is rellably } koK% causing a wholesale migra- pate: 12/12/65
B estimated at $200 million — | . APNOLD "(The Bypin) | tion of those blamed for the Edition:
* most of it stashed out of the | Rotibtein, perhaps the real | plague. ‘ ont
country. The total grows | ©rgapizer of syndicate crime, * * * ., |Avuthom
steadily as underworld couri- ;’ 4 - THE forefathers of .I(;/Ialer ' | Editor:
ers bring the take from casi | diedeary, In 1028, {& gun- | Suchowljansky — as i the Title:
nos,_in Las Vegas and_the | shot/wounds, Dutch {jchultz i ,
Balamas to where Lafisky | was{ gunned down i? 1835. Samuel'chl\er of t};e Cleve- MEYER LANSKY,
Louis (Lepke) Buchalter, ‘land_S)ndxclgtle "y feg_from Info Concerning
A KL T boss of Murder, Inc, was Rulssxa to tho anbanc were Character:
malies hxs headquartes i1 | clectrocuted at Smg Sing in | Weicome ere by asimir [N 92 102]
ihe Singapore Hotel on Col- | 1044 the Great}} 11 h -
lins Ave. Additional revenue The Sut; ow]Jans}\y family Classification:
£3! omes from scores of invest Charles (Lucky) Luciano | came to JNew York in 1 L1 Miami
2 ments, most of them in the | was deported in ;946 and | The boy who was to beco Submitting Offic
28| Lames of nominees made by | died in Rome. Siegel was | known as Meyer Lansky was [ Betng 1 reated
38| Lansky over the years. murdered in 1947. Also de- | nine years old. With him eing nv\esf qate
ported was Joe (Doto) Adon- R S e -5\
Yet, despite his fantastic | IS, i 1956. Owney (the Kill- - ; 7&
wealth, Lansky’s home in the er) Iadden went jpto exile )
Golden Isles subdivision off other sort. Tle snydi- . \/ (\1’ J
Hallandale Beach Road 13 cat sent him | to Hot -
‘modest, in the §25,000 class. Sprifigs, Ark, wheje for 30 ) .ﬁ/u q
The, Lanskys drive yeuted |Y€ars he ruled a ‘iniature \ paNe
Che rolets. gambling empne untxl his '

DT DEC ¢ 281365 Ab

rver put it, \

\ is Me,\, er Lansky. °
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came a brother, Jake, who
has segved Mever wE an
assistant over the years.

When the Prohibition era
came along, Lansky was as
ready in New York as Tuck-
er was ready in Cleveland to
take ~advantage of oppor-
tunities. to find a security
past generations had not
known. o

The East Side of New
York, a teaming ‘‘Hell's
Kitchen" produced many
youths _with, similar ambi-
tions. Of them all, Lansky
became mos{ closely associat-
ed with Bugsy Siegel and
Vincent Alo. T

Siegel, as noted, is dead,
but Alo — better known as
Jimmy Blue Eyes — is today
a neighbor of Lansky in Hol-
lywood. i

Life could be rough in the
days when the Bugs & Meyer
Mob was in the process of
formation. The boys actually
began as partners in a rental
car business, but that proved
a flop. They turned to hijack-
ing cars and trucks loaded
with illicit booze, and made
money. So efficient did they
become, the/ booze barons
found it wisg/to hire them to
protect the é\ipments — and
that proved tven more profit-
able.

* 'k %

7 Arrests, No Jail
For Meyer Lansky

IN THE period from 1918
to 1932, Lansky was arrested
seven times on charges rang-
ing from disorderly conduct
to suspicion of homicide —
but he didn't go to jail. The
following episode, ‘pieced to-,
gether  from official records
coliected over a period of 20°
years, tells why: - :

In 1926, a -meeting was
held at the home of Louis

Lepke — even then a power "

in the garment ‘industry and
active with Jacob (Yascha) .
Katzenberg in the narcotics
traffic bankrolled by Roth-

T4

stein., Purpose of the meet-
ing was to discuss a ware-

house .robbery. Among those :

at the meeting were Lansky,
Siege]. Sam (Red) vine,
and {an ex-con knJ 'n as
John{Barrett,” . o

Baprett was on t spot,
acculled of stealing part of
the Jatt from the warehouse
job. He was unable to con-

‘in

_morning he
" along Broome Street when a
_car driven by Jake Lansky

"shootels.

eyl

vince the boys of his inno-
tenca, Whea they left
Lepke's home, Siegel took’
the wheel of the car. Barrett
was told to sit in the front
seat beside him. In the back
were several men, .including
Lansky. o

Two versions exist as to
what happened next. Barrett
told police at the time that
he was shot by Lansky and
thrown from ‘the car. Other
witnesses said he was ‘shot
after he leaped from the car.

‘In any event he was almost

dead when found. On the
basis of his mumbled infor-
mation, Lansky was arrest-

Added information comes
from a man known as Daniel
Ahearn. He has related how
in the days when Barrett
was near death. Siegel and
his friends considered visit-
ing him in the hospital.

‘Instead, they sent Ahearn
with a dish of chiboni (chick-
eén), well seasoned with
strychnine. Barrett threw it
out. - .

When Ahearn reported
failure, ill-feeling developed.
Meanwhile, apparently tak-
ing the hint, Barrett recov-
ered sufficiently to refuse
to sign a complaint against
anyone. The charges against
Lansky were dropped.

*x * %

Ahearn, Siegel Feud
Comes to a Climax

THERE WAS a sequel
Sometime Jater the ill-feel-
ing between Ahearn and Sie-
gel came to a climax.
Ahearn slapped Siegel. Next
was walking

pulled up. The Bug, as Siegel
was known, got out of the
car and shot Ahearn in the
face and arm.’ :

Ahearn refused to talk to
police,nbut he told a friend,
Petej Bender, about it.
Bendet| went hunting for the
He never came
pack. *Barrett, by then back
in the goond graces of the
boys, said he was “taken for .

"a loose alliance. The orga~

aride” . LT Ty

The reputati veloped
by the Bugs &%ob
made it logical that it should
be hired-as an enforcement
arm when in 1928 rival boot- |

Jeggers along the Eastern
Seaboard joined together in

nization took form at the
Claridge Hotel with Joe
Adonis, sometimes known as
“Joey A, emerging as the
{op man. :

An agreement was reached !
with Sam Blum of Chicago !
to bring in six boxcar loads
of liquor per week from the
South. Blum obtained most
of it in Nassau and landed it.
in Florida and Georgia. Each
car totaled 870 cases, and
more than 100 carloads read- [
ed New York. Of the total, i
five carloads went to the
Cleveland Snydicate which {
operated a branch office on
the East Coast. i

Blum was  -occasiopally
hijacked, however, and he |
hired the *“Two -Bugs,’ as |
Lansky and Siegel .were i
known, to protect' his ship- [
ments. The boys were taken [
into the expanding *‘combina- |
tion” as full-time members }'
and soon achieved equality
with Adonis. ™. |
_ Others in the organization |
included Lucky Luciano, |
Frank Costello, and Phil Ko-
volick, of New York, Longie
Zwillman in New Jersey, and
Charles (King) Solomon in
Boston, Mass. After much
jousting for power, and ‘the
elimination of such rivals as
Dutch (Mad Dog) Schultz,
the Eastern Syndicate took
form. .

Within a few years — aft-.
er a joint vepture with the
Cleveland Syndicate proved !
the value of regional coopera-
tion — a national organiza-
tion  came into being. Its
founders “cut up” the coun-
try. The “Two Bugs" had
their choice. .

Siegel selecled the West
Coast and madkg‘i’s head-
quarters at Hollywbed,_Calif.
Lansky took the Sout east,
and set up shop in Holly- !
wood, P:la. " ) s

o
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ln any hmory of orga-

"mzed crime in’ the vs.;
Meyer Lansky, a long-

‘time 'resident ‘of - Soulh'

Florida, would - loom

“large. This _second of ‘a’

“series presenls the story

of how Lansky began
_his career in the Prohlbz-
uon Era.

B_v HANK MESSICK -
Herald Seecial Writer |

Former manicurist Teddy
Schwartz is today the wife
of one of the most powerful
gangsters in the world, but
she is suspicious of stran-
gers.

The fact that her husband,
Meyer Lansky, is also one of
the richest men in the world
may have something to do
with it. )

A visitor can talk into ' a
built-in microphone by the
door of the meodest ranch-
style house at 612 Hibiscus
Drive, Hallandale. If he can
convince Teddy he isn’t a
holdup man, she will come to
the window to continue the
conversation. .,

If the visitor can persuade
thel attractive blonde h isn't

{ fed,” she may evej| open
the', door on a chain ayd talk
face to face through a four-
inch crack.

-—-/,

_4_».m g

M olasses .{Pave'dfi_-f-

sky owned the
Co. in Brooklyn,

_ Once talking, she tends to
open up. The visitor may

hear,
that her husband is a much
misunderstood individual

".and that Sam Tucker, 1437

Biscaya Dr. in Surfside,,is “a
swe¢l man.” ” .
i

‘f THE DESCRIPTI t h

apt{Long ago when sky'’s
present
Tucker and Lansky were

i partners in a very sweet busi-
| ness — the manufacture” of "
| powdered molasses ‘and the
' subsequent use of the "molas-

ka"-in the productxon of illi-
c1t alcohol..

'I‘ucker and his partners in
the Cleveland Syndicate
proved by their business rela-
tionship with Lansky and his
Eastern Syndicate associates
that inter-regional coopera-
tion was possible. The Molas-
ka Corporation not only oper-
ated the largest illicit distil~
leries ever found in this coun-

try, it paved the way for the )
' hoys handled the output of

Natxonal Syndicate., .

Carefully selected “fronts”
represented the Cleveland
boys. Lansky also had a
front — his father-in-law,
Moses Citron. When 'inter-

vizwed later by {nvestiga-

tors, Citron blamed Lansky '

d as
tr asurer of the corpgfation.
Linsky represented him,
he said, that consi{lerable

money could be made in the

for getting him lnvog

among other things,

s

‘wife was a child, .

— e
sky, through C:tron. invested
$121,000 in Molaska. One of
the plants for the manufac-

turer of powdered molasses -

was established at Elizabeth,
N. J. Tucker of Cleveland
Was present with Citron
when the lease was signed.

* * %

Some Stills Cracked,
But Others Escaped
. THE NEW JERSEY plant

was closed shortly after Mo-
laska’s huge distillery near

Accordmz to Citron, Lan- I

Elaine Food
but, of late
had been devoting most o?
his time to Molaska. Other '
Sources confirmed that Lan-

e

the plant was raided on Fe-

bruary 9, 1935. The New

York Times quoted one of :
, the raiders as saying the still -
\was “large enough to flood

New York and New Jersey
with illicit alcohol.”

+ Less than a month before, |
&n even larger still operated :
by Molaska was knocked off -
at Zanesville, Ohio. Investiga-

tors discovered it had pre-
viously been located in the
heart of Cleveland.

'fOﬂxer stills continued . to
operate, however. Lansky’s

at least eight of their own,
and worked jointly with the
Cleveland group in disposing

of the flow from 10 other

dlstnllerles.

The ops =rati'on was basﬁl
on the simple premise t
the enlf of prohibiti
noththstt
ket exis)

led for untaxed

whisky. It was cheaper —.

nding, a good mait ;

age, name of:
city and state
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. Handled Questions

* cartel.

. [}

'é;d,'l in those days at }eﬁst.'
of equal quali®yOnly the
approach of \%r 11,
and sugar rationing, put a
temporary end to the busi-

ness.
*x *k

Lucky, Meyer, Bug

MEANWHILE, the Nation-
al Syndicate had come into
being — & .loose salliance
which confirmed existing
territories and - franchises
and divided up the rest. Thus

. — Cuba and the Battarase

Dixie Davis, former attorney
for{the Boss of the Jjronx,
Dujch Schultz, could jnote
yegrs later: /

‘h\Ioey Davis becan‘;e the
power in Cleveland, and any-
one who questioned it would
have to deal with Lucky and .
Meyer and the Bug.”

“Moey” Davis” was the
name commonly used by
sam Tucker's partner, Moe
Dalitz, The two men, along
with Louis Rethkopf, now
dead, and Morris Kleinman,
shared equally in the ven-
tures of the Cleveland Syndi-
cate.

Lucky was, of course, Luci-
ano. Meyer and the Bug
were those old partners, Lan-
sky and Siegel. Luciano ulti-
mately came to be regarded
as Capo dei Capo of the
Mafia, but in the National
Syndicate he was only a rep-
resentative of the Eastern

National = Syndicate

Th
‘ madelit possible for nfen in

varicus parts of the cpuntry
to wprk together.’ .
AS® part of the spijils o
.union, Lansky asked for and
obtainee control of gambling
in the Southeastern U.S. He
soon expanded his domain_to |

‘was the Nacional. Years la-

‘as in the case of Molaska,

. after that, there weren't any

include the off-shore islands

* %
He Divided the Year
In Florida, Havana

WHILE MAINTAINING
an apartment in New York,
Lansky spent six -months
each year in Hollywood, Fla.,
and Havana. ’

This period of divided resi-
dence lasted from .1936 to
1953, when Lansky vacated
his New York apartment and
moved to the home of his
brother, Jake, at 1146 Harri-
son St., Hollywood.

In the early years Lan-
sky's interests ranged from a

Florida sun and pay big @ivi-~

dewm frersawihe
11950's. C -
! BEEEE SO

Pal ‘Judge Louis’

¢ Became Very Hot

"| MBAXIYHILE, a

| *war” was causing headach-

| SR

i for Allied troops. It was det-

' ermined. that Lusiamn_ was

i| the man to arrange things..
The problem was to make
him cooperate.
attorney, Moses Polakoff,
1 suggested - that one man
i could achieve this — Meyer

es. “Judge Louis,” as Lan-
sky's old pal Lepke Buchal-

very hot. He went into hid-
“ ing in 1937 and continued to
direct Murder, Inc. Indeed,
much work of this successor
to the Bugs & Meyer Mob
concerned the elimination of
witnesses against Lepke.

huge handbook at the Iolly-
wood Jgeach Hotel — i} had
a dailyf handle of $30, dur-

ing tle season — to fa Tace |
track and gambling casino in
Havana.

Frank Erickson, later to
become famous as a bookie,
shared the Havana opera-’
tion. The casino, said by Lan-
sky to have more floor space
for gambling than any place
in the Western Hemisphere,

ter, Lansky was to arrange
for his old Cleveland friends
to operate the casino in the
days before Castro spoiled
the fun, -

The first Cuban venture,

was terminated by World
War II. As Lansky put it to
the Kefauver Committee:
“We stopped when the war
broke out. You see, because

boats on the sea, And at that
time you didn't have enocugh
planes; and you couldn’t live
from the planes coming from
Miami, You can't live from
Cuban people themselves.”

e end of the f{Havana

As_the hunt continued,

heat. The conviction grew
that wunless Lepke could
. make a deal, business every-
where would be ruined. Thus
a meeting was held at the
home of Longie Zwillman’s
mother. Lansky attended.,

;H other top gangsters_felt the

The decision was reached
—Lepke would have to sur-
render or leave the country.
On August 24, 1939, Lepke
surrendered to J. Edgar
Hoover, Ultimately he was
executed — the only major
gangster to so pay for his
crimes.

ated by New York District
Attorney Thomas Dewey
netted another kingpin. Lan-
sky’'s old associate from
rum-running days, Charles
(Lucky) Luciano, was sent
to prison for his role in the
operation of a giant prostitu-
tion ring in New York. |
He was supposed to spend
a minimum of 30 .years
there, but immediately ef-
forts began to free him.
World War II provided the
means — called “Operation

re didn't end ihj} friend-
that had devel ;ped'be-
twgen Lansky and: Cuban
dictator Fulgencio ~Batista.
In years to come that friend-
_ship was to ripen under the

v

Underworld.” . .
i R 2T ;

i Their Big Problem:
. His Cooperation

THE KEFAUVER COM-
. MlTTEEVfieveloped the sto-

i ligence nejfded help frdpn the
Mafia to
shipping from saboteu

ry. It seeng that Naval,Intel- .

ter was known, had become °

fent, Luciano was moved to a

frequent. intervals, Polakoff,
Lansky and anyone who

with Luclano. How much

this all contributed to the

national security remains a
military secret.

There can be no doubt it

]y' “

Seeing him off at the boat
was Lansky. As he told the
Kefauver Committee:
¢ “I went to see Lugiano

while he was in jail ané\t\he

distfict attorney’s office
asked
“don’t

bu think I shoul

" have golle down to say good-

by tohim?” -

Luciano’s -

To make thlngé bom}en-‘

closer prison. Thereafter, at-

needed to recelve orders, met

was beneficial to Luciano. At
1 war's end he was paroled on :
condition he go home.to Ita- -

e to go there. Nowy,

e e e a2t

The continuing heat gener- .

iirotect East \\Coast
and

| to ease the way into Sicily -
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| It was about 8 pm. on an

_cnf‘torccment officials

! A man who has liced in

‘Soulh Florida for years —'

‘Meyer Lansky — is proba-
\bly - the btggesl name in
rgam..e(l crime today.

s article, third in a se-
iries, by Herald Specialist
[Htmk Messick  examines
~lhe impact of Lansky and
ihn cohorts upon gambling
ion the Gold Coast,

]

By HANK MESSICK
Heraid Special Writer

August day in 1949 when a
long black Cadillac stopped
at the house of Lee A. Went-
worth in Hollywoed, Fla.
Wentworth later told the
Kefifuver Committee # that
Holywood attorney [J o ¢

| (}amhlers Foe Given Cliotee:
Green Cash or Sllver Blﬂlet?

ti(}}'\s against ga‘#b‘l'i‘;é
joimis. Attorney JohndTolar
of Fort Lauderdale had been

- retained to represent the
men in court.

* X %

WENTWORTH, a building
contractor and former Holly-
wood tax assessor, knew
something of  the way things
are arranged. He was not
surprised, therefore, when

E——aa] —_— - < S
Varpn got out of the far and
went to the door.

At his request, Wentworth
“stepped over te the car.” A

man sat at the wheel.

“This is Mr. Lansky,” said
the attorney. “Mr. Jake Lan-
sky.” The Jawyer got into
the car heside Lansky. Went-
worth waited. He knew Jake

Lansky was the brother. of
Meyer Lansky and the so-
called “front” man in the

operation of several plush

casinos in South Broward.

Wentworth also knew that
other nationally known gang-
sters were making their !
home in Hollywood. Frank |
Costello was huilding a
house there. Vincent (Jimmy
Blue Eyes) Alo alréady had
a home there as did Phil
(the Stick) Kovolick and
many more.

It  was this Kknowledge,
plus the fact that local law
‘were
bout

|

nct doing anything

de open "dmbhng
a){ea, that h
worth, A. ave

Mears and Homer Austm, all
of Ho)lyw ood to seek injuncs _

Lansky asked:
“Mr, Wentworth, don't you

’Bullet oﬂ

Dollars:

. Which Would It Be?

|

1

¢

think you are taking on a

little more than you can man-
age?”

“I don't know, replied
Wentworth. “I am going to
do the best I can.”

“Would you be interested
in $25,0002” said Lansky.

! Meyer Lansky had

“Yes, sir,” countered Went- |

worth.
ed in it, but, frankly,
morepf my life than th

He, turncd and re-

the h use. 'I'he black !
lac ove away. Two or
three nights later another

" car returned. A man came to

Wentworth’s door and asked
him to look at something in

! the back of the car.

In ‘testimony before the
Kefauver Committee ip 1951,
Wentworth described what
happened: -~

tThese two men vxerepsxt-
ting on the back seat of; {the
carl and one of them ;;t:l
latge box in his hand jjhat
]oo ed gce a white shoe ‘box,

ids

H;) o ) -

g

&1“0

-

“I would be interest- !
I,think :

" locations

« WE HAVE $25,000 here.
It's a question of doing one ,
of two things. You know how -
these things end. Either they ,

end with a silver bullet or
silver dollar.’

I was a little worried °
about the silver bullet,” con-
tinued Wentworth, “so I
walked in the house, got my
shotgun, walked to the door.
and told them I was going to
count to five and then start

i shooting. They drove off.”

Nothing much hWappened to
Wentworth — and not much
happened immediately to the
wide-open gambling empire
estab-
lished in South Florida.

But John Tolar — who
today recalls walking down a
street in Hollywood and
seeing gambling ‘at seven
wrote to a
friend of Estes Kefauver
about the situation. Next
~year the Kefauver Commit-
tee came to Miami and the
plush casinos closed.

" TIronically, as a result of

"the heat, Jake Lansky was

“arrested

on gambling-.
charges. For years he had

boasted of never getting as *
" much asa trafflc ticket.

This “c record

! enabled
brother W;Bl as a front

ean”

He escaped with two $5,000 j
fines in Y951, but was not .
content. " B

(, . N . s b ~'u‘x‘<.5v).>"

Mr. Tolson
Mr.
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Pardvorr—Boar Gave
A Christmas Gift

HE WANTED his record
clean once more, and in 1954
the State Parole Board
presented him with a fy])

pardon as g Christmas
present. .

The pardon was granted.

despite opposition by the
State Parole Commissiap,

-But dozens of Jetters from

Proward County citizens,

luding one from then Sher-

iff Amos Hall, were
presented as proof of RDan-
sk¥'s “splendid charg ter

and; reputation,” Hollyxood
atti}rney doe Varon appfared

per;onally before the Parole

Board on behalf of Jake.

The story of the Broward
County casino operation - is

an oft-told tale. It centered -

in the Hallandale-Hollywood
area where the Lanskys had
been buying real estate since
1936. The Colonial Inn, next
door to the Gulfstream Race
Track, was perhaps the most
plush of the “rug joints.”

Records of Eastern Syndi-

cate gambler Frank Erick-
son showed that in one year,
Nov. 1, 1945, to Oct. 31,
1946, the Colonial Inp netted
a profit of $685,538. :

* ok Lk
The Detroit Boys
Got Biggest Share

OF THE TOTAL, Meyer
and Jake Lansky each .re-
ceived 10 per cent, or
368553, Another Lansky
man, George Sadlo, was ¢red-
ited with the same amount.
Two old associates from the
Prohibition Era, Joe (Adon-
is) Doto and’ Jimmy Blue
Eyes, owned 5 and 71% per
cent respectively. Erickson,
S.;L. Bartt, Richard Melvin
arid Bert Briggs tdgether
ovined 25 per cent,

“IThe biggest share| 3214
per cent, was controjed by
the so-called Chesterfield
Syndicate of Detroit. Its boss
was Mert Wertheimer.

The Detroit boys were
pushed out in S ars,
befereythas Eastern Syndi-

| cate had achieved a special
i understanding as part of the
national organization with
James C. McKay and Wil-
liam .J, Graham who con-
_trolled Reno, Nev, in the
days before Las Vegas
bloomed with neop light.

In return for the Detroit
boys quitting South Florida,
McKay and Graham permit-
ted them to relocate at the
Riverside Club in Reno.

An injunction closed the
Colonial Inn in 1948, and it

and company moved to the
north side of Gulfstream and
continued operations as usu-
al at the Club Boheme. Di-

boys operated a “sawdust
Joint,” the Club Greenacres,

It was there the so-called
“New York crap game” was |
run by William G. Bischoff,
alias Lefty Clark. Banking
Bischoff was an old associate
of the Cleveland Syndicate
~—Joe Massei pf Detroit.

On the north side of Hal-
landale Beaclj Blvd and east
of Federal ‘| Highway was
“the Farm” " a ceater for
the distribution of racing
information to handbooks in
- Dade and Broward Counties.
i Years before it had been

known as ““the Plantaton.”

Proving that things don't
change very much, the Farm

"became the Plantation again
. last year. Jake Lansky is
"now’ the man behind the
. front and the food, as usual,
is good.

* % %

His Busy Brother

Spread Over Nation

WHILE JAKE was mind-
ing the store in Broward
County, his brother was ac-
tive in many parts of the
country. In 1942, he joined
with local talent to operate a
dog, track in Coun@l Bluff,
Tovia. - = . o -

In 1943 he acqufred the

MaRhattan Simplex .[Co. Ine,,
of New York. It became the

. Emby Distributing Corpora-‘
tion which controlled coin-
operated juke boxes. ‘A relat-

burned in 1964. But Lansky |

rectly west across U.S. 1, the :

ed investment, “glang ~with{"
Costello and Adonis, was%in|
Cons Television, Inc.,!
which "later became Tele-A-.
King. . i ) i

In 1945, the plush Beverly!
Club was organized in New;
Orleans. where since 1940
Lansky shared an interest
with Costello and Philip
(Dandy Phil) Kastel in the
glot-machine businesses of
the Louisiana Mint Compa.!

Co

the Arrowhead Inn, -

: It wa.s a ml-s.tak_e. :

' ‘As || result of Kefauller
. “heat,” a ., probe

N R I,

developed "as 'a” gambler's.
town,_Lansky, Costeom g
Adonmﬁnvgsted in the -
i Piping Rock Casino there in’
1941. "Later, in 1947, Lansky .
joined his friends in the L&I,

and

mpany to run gambling at .,

ny. - :

Prior to the club’s opening
In December, Lansky contrib-. '
uted $60,000 to a $300,000 !
“suspense account.” Costello
and Kastel put up much of
the rest. Local talent was

te

represented by Carlos Mar-

cello, the <little big mfn”| year in Hollywood, Fla,, -
and Marla boss in New {dr-| Since 1936, he haq main- |
leans. l[ ‘ ok ;gm; . residence in ' New ).
o To— ork. i
Meanwiile, Lansky's cid prison .I}{? 3“3:2"}%&2 of
partner in the Bugs & Meyer ment, 1kold his furniturg, and

Mob, Bugsy Siegel, left his
headquarters in Hollywood,
Calif.,, to begin the develop-
ment of Las Vegas, Lansky

; JawncHpd. Lansky was

disgust Lansky. Although pe.
had been spending hal% the

int'iliét- i

ed and in 1953 sentenceg’ to
three months in priso; ‘

. - \
It was his first prison sen- ;
nee and it was enough to

to Hollyw
He could fee)
More

od to sthy,
fe there.

- . R than at — . pj
Joiped with him in 1945 to things were bing 3 B
purchase the El Cortez | miles a\:rvay jnbcrle, ;ng Just 50
Hotel. Next year the Nevada | -

Projects Corporation was
formed 'to operate Siegel’s
dream hotH-casino, the Hlam-
ingo. - s

Lansky iLand other ntem-
bers of th¢ syndicate -poured
money into what at times
appeared to be but a pipe
dream — the first major
hotel on what was to become
famous as “the Strip.” .-

* .k %

Murder F 6llowed_ S
The‘_Fir.sjt Profits

SIEGEL WAS murdered
in 1947, shortly after the
Flamingo showed its first
profit. A series of owners, or
alleged owners, followed. But
when in 1960, the Flamingo
was sold ., to Morris -
burgh an‘i associates, Lan} !
sky rece(z[d a “finder’s fear |

~

of $200,0

Sarato N.Y, was a

|
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Klorida Crime
"Money Tree’.
Wldely Rooted

I's a long way from 300 Fifth 418., New York
in 1934, 1o 420 Lincoln Rd., Miami Beach in 1966
— 1,500 miles and better than 30 years. In this first
of two articles, Herald Special Writer Hank Messick
attempls to bridge those gaps.

° By HANK MESSICK
Herald Special Writer

Organized crime in South
Florida is a money tree with
roots in other cities, other
times. It has grown because
syndicate executives have
been ever alert to new oppor-
tunities while catering to
man's ancient vices.

Four decades of syndicate
evolution separate the speak-
easy and an electronic mar-
vel known as Scopitone. Not
only have the products be-
come more complicated, but
the business methods used to
exploit them have also im-
proved. y

The men who once smug-
gled bootleg booze across
Lake Erie in armored boats
today employ sophisticated
Jegal and economic tools to
achieve the same basic pur-
pose — make money.

To close the gap of time
and space, to see how an of-
fice on Lincoln Rd. in 1966
can be related to an office at
500 Fifth Ave., New York,
in 1934, one nceds only to
examine the career of Meyer
Lansky of Hallandale, a city
in Broward just north of the
Dade County line.

Lansky began as a bootleg—
ger in New York. He sur-
vived the civil wars of the
Prohibition Era to become a
leader of the Eastern Syndi-
catdl which emerged. Others
vhii survived include such

nothbles as Charles (Lucky)
(Bugsy) .

Luclano, Benjamin
Sjegel, Louis (Lepke) Buchal- ¢

tex Joe (Doto) Adonis, Vm-"
o s

) .M@)ré%nsk>

... very rich gangsler

cent (Jimmy Blue Eyes) Alo
and Frank Costello.

As described months ago
in The Herald, Lansky and
his New York allies joined

with Jeaders of the Cleveland

Syndicate 1o meet the new

“callenge of legal liquor and
formed Molaska Corp. with .

offices at 500 Fifth Ave. The

Cleveland partners Included .
. njhchines,

Sam Tucker and Morris

Kleinman of South Fiorida, '
and Moe Dalitz of Las Vegas. :

Ultimately, . illegal gam-
bling occupied the attention
of syndicate exccutives, and
they left the liquor bpsiness
1o licutenants. One sufh un-
derling was Louis 1. Ppkrass,
an old-time bootleggef, who
set up Capital Wine & Spir-
its Corp.

It lasted for 12 years be- !
fore running into trouble
with the Treasury Depart-

ment. Pokrass had ‘neglected

to mention such details as

the fact that Co ed
a secret share of the compa-
- ny. )

* ok ok N
! WHEN CAPITAL'S per-
' mits were revoked, Pokrass
. sold the company and invest-
. ed the money in the syndi-
. cate's Flamingo Hotel which
Lansky's old partner Bugsy
Siegel, was pmmotmg m Las
Vegas, - '

quudr continued to at-
‘tract Pokrass, however, and

company at that old syndi-
cate Jocation, 500 Fifth Ave.
Gifts to key officials
eliminated the type of prob-
lets that had hurt him be-
fore,” but his attention was
soon distracted. Television
arrived.

The syndicate was quick
to grasp the potentials of the
new gadget. After all, it was
almost as effective as boo-

glassy-eyed. ferhaps that
was the rcj on syndicate

leaders came {to think of the
new medium terms of the
tavern instead of the home.
Before long, Pokrass found
himself head of Consolidated
Television Corp. His part-
ners included all the old:
gang —.such astute business-
men as Costello, Adonis, Joe .
(Bananas) Bonanno, and, of |
course, Meyer Lansky.

In testimony bhefore the

Kefauver Committee in 1951,
Lasky told how the syndi-
cate beCame involved. i The
boys had learned a lot about
the jukebox business, he :
said, to say nothing of such |
cllin-operated devices as slot f

: route,”

\“maybe |
oute, sémething

then build it up

A9

_..———._-——'

“We woud buy
‘Lansky  explained
~somebody’'s
‘like that,

i‘n-,

74- 345 G- /7
~ NOT pn‘rmm.,
176 JUN 7 1966

“hig_awp_arrest record and .

T Y

he soon emerged with a new :

tleg booze in making citizens

Mr. Mohr
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr. Pelt}’ '
Mr, =

Mh.rdx;:f"\
Mr. DeLoach =} .
Wick ——— §
Casper.. .
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and try to s’ell it.” Because

“we of
the dlstnbutwn of jukebox-
es,” a company was formed
;‘and we took an interest in
t ”

“We started to build televi-
sion sets,” continued Lansky, :
“and I think that we went in |
at the wrong end of it. We
thought that the commercial

the new medium, a federal
grand jury in NewXork be-
gan  q ning witnesses
about a new venture which !

i bears a stnkmg resemblance
! to the fxrst. Ch e e

|

end was the best part. We

should have gone into the

home set end, and maybe I

would have been a very rich
man today.” .

* % %
LANSKY TODAY is 2

very rich man — his wealth -

is estimated at $300 million.
Much of it is believed to be
in numbered accounts at the

International -Credit Bank of

Switzerland.

But if in 1947 he yas a bit
shead of the tinjes, there
was opportunity / later to
make the most/of a good
fdea.

Meanwhile, other interest~
ed in Consolidated Television
included Lansky’s old part-

The grand Jury in 1968 is
seeking to learn more about
Tel-A-Sign Inc., & well estab-
lished Chicago company
which bought and plans to
market 8 machine known as
Scopitone — a combination
jukebox-motion picture dev-

 {ce fntended for use in the

better bars and restaurants
around the country.

Leading the probe is U.S.
Attorney Robert M. Morgen-
thau, a man with a tremen-
dous capacity for work and |
with two framed pictures of

- former Attorney General

ners in the Cleveland Syndi- '

cate. They went so far as to
remode]l a used gambling
casino, the Pettibone Club,
and convert it into a studio
for making short subjects
called “soundies.”

The short subjects were
intended to be used in the
commercial sets Consolidat-
ed Television planned to in-

l
|
|
i

stall in better bars and res- !

taurants around the country.

When the idea didn’t pay

off immediately, Consolidat--

ed Television reorganized as
Tele-King, and Lansky and
his cohorts turned to other
interests in New Orleans,
Broward County and, later,
in Havana.

The Cleveland Syndicate,
while keeping its hand in at
Havana, proceeded to exploit
Bugsy Siegel's piongering
work at Las Vegas by %evel-
oping the Desert
dust Hotel complex.

*x * X

FTEEN YEARS after
Lensky discussed the syndi-

_cate's first adventure with

Inn ﬂStar-

Robert Kennedy in his of-
fice.

Clearly, Morgenthau in-
tends to carry on the war
against crime begun by Ken-
nedy. Under his direction,

the grand jury recently sent

out subpenas requiring wit- .

|
|

nessps to bring with themp all
reco concerning & nunber
of inlividuals and such fjphan-
cial thstitutions as the Yhter-

national Credit Bank and

the Union Bank of Switzer-
land. Also-named were the !

Nassau based Bank of World

i

Commerce and Atlas Bank‘

Ltd.

Among the individuals
.about whom information is .

being sought are Meyer Lan-

sky, Vincent (Jimmy Blue
Eyes) Alo, Gerald Catena,
Abe Green, Thomas Eboli,

Clifford A. Jones, H..I. Fisch-

bach, Alvin I, Malnik and.

J ay W. Weiss.

Lansky, as previously men- !

tioned, is a top gangster. His-
neighbor in Broward County
Jimmy Blue Eyes, is the
man originally selected to
flll'the shoes of Joe fAdonis
ln Joe was deportedg
l;{ater, Jimmy re laced '
Codtello as “coordinatgyr” of
the syndicate and its Mafia |
components. As such, his Job
today is to act as a_bridge !

b

between Lansky,
Mafia big shots as Michael

d such?

(Txigeer  Mike) Coppola in-

i South. F]omda, and Catena

and Eboli in the New York-A

New Jersey area. .
* * *x - ,f
CATENA
took over direction of the
Vito Genovese Mafia “fami-
ly” when Vito went to prison
on a narcotics rap. Abe
Green is one of the high-
ranking couriers who carries
cash to Lansky and Catena.
In between trips he watches
his interests in those vending
machine companies Lansky
once discussed. y

Cliff Jones is the former
lieutenant governor of Neva-
da who “fronted” for Lansky

AND EBOLI’

-

at the Thunderbird Hotel in -

Las Vegas when Meyer want-
ed his interest in that casino
concealed. He was associated
with such old Newport-Mi-
ami hoods as Ed Levinson
and Irving (Nig) Devine in
the Bank of World Com-
merce Ltd. Recently he was
indicated in perjury charges
in connection with the inves-
tigation of his business asso-

-.ciate, Bobby Baker. .

Fischbach. is the Miami
Beach attorney who in 1957
aided Teafnsters President
James Hof{h in placing an
agent on the staff of the Mc-
Clellan Committee,

which

was then probing the union. !
H The agent reported the ap-’

proach made to him and the
episode resulted in Hoffa's
arrest on bribery charges.
He was later acquitted.

Weiss, together with his
father and uncle, had been
involved in the liquor busi-
ness in Florida. Along with
Malnik and Fischbach, he
has been assocxated in other
spectacular stock transac-
tions.

Malnik is a young attor-
ney with offices at 420 Lin-
coln Road, Miami Beach. He
was in the Bank of World
Commerce with Jones, De-

,'vine and Levinson. For a

T

man so young, he had come,
a long way |in a hurry find he”
is quick to,‘credit an jpbility.
to make friinds for Fch of
his success. :

The nature of his friend--
" ‘'ships will be dlscussed in the ;
‘next article.

Sd-s-,-—n_u
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Lansky Denies

Income-

“Joeciat To The Herald

DEFROIT — In 8 rare
Interjiew, international mob
kingpIn Meyer Lansky de-
nied that he gets any cash
out of Bahamas casinos, in-
sisted his only current hold-
ing in South Florida is his
home and claimed he has no
intention of ducking a
Broward Grand Jury subpena.

The wusually unapproach-
able Lansky talked to two
Knijght Newspapers report-
ers while vzsztmg in the Mo~
tor City

La.nsky,
clzed organized erime figure
in the world these days, was
described as an “idea] guest”
at s Howard Johnson’s Mo-
tel.

The last of the stockhold-
ers from “Murder Inc.,” Lan-
sky casually attacked the

BI for supposedly opening
his mail and eavesdropping
on him and took a few
swings ' at The Miami Her-

the most publl---

Me) er Lansky
‘es ‘ldeal guest’

ald’s exposures of mob-infll-
tration of some oceanfront
hnctelries,

“I never did understand

Fr rom
CaSlnos; Beach Hotel

all the bad publicity about |

L. . Sluiin hotels,”
Lansky said.

Referring to one of the
hotels, he said: “The best

ER o)

p’_*'-:’.: WL tere, }Ve;had
al'g inds rroms ‘Lnd
. thihgs . . 1

"i!ut I don’t have any in-
terests there anymore. I sold
all that.” He did mot name
the hotel.

This was the first time
Lansky himself has personal-
ly acknowledged having had
interests in Miami Beach
hotels, although his SO~
ciafes appear on numgrous
leajks and sales. ¥ .

Liansky has been spe dmg
mu¢h of his time in thefpast
nd the $18-
ward John-

SN )‘Q

son’s apparently seelig few_‘ :

| S

b’\c .

Mr. Tolson....

Mr. DeLoach......
Mry
Mr. .
Mr."Casper ...
Mr. Callahan....
Mr. Conrad._,.
Mr. Felt
Mr. G-le
Mr, Rose

R\ Y
. Tavel .

Trotter. . .._

Miss Holmes..__._
Miss Gandy

Bemmamm

of h!s tindbrworld croni
He passis part of th time
reading ard re-reading (punt-

less magazjne and new: per
articles that have in the

year traced the life of cnme
which brought Lansky riches
estimated as h:gh as $300
million.

Many of the articles have
dwelled on Lansky’s sub-rosa
takeover of ' legalized gam-
bling operatlons in the Bahap
mas,

“T certalnly don’t get any -
money out of there,” Lansky
said calmly, lounging with
Mrs. Lansky and the Knight
representatives,

Lansky said his only, cur-
rent mtﬁrest in South [flori-
da is histhome in Hallanale,
at 615 H\bx_scus. Golden {sles.

One of ithe reporters won.
dered how he makes money
if he has nothing in Florida :
or in the Bahamas anymore,

3

Lansky smiled at the ques-
tion, shrugged and said: I :
told you I had lnterests.”

The Browand Grand Jury
has a subpena waiting for
Lansky, who denied that he's
hiding in Retroit. -

“If they want to arres Jme
"they certe ly .can,” offered
Lansky. “I'll be back t

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Underworld Genius : Kb Focen
 How One Gang Leader | \° A
¥ Thrives While Others. oo
% Fall by the Wayside!

ele. Room
Holmes — ——
Gandy

o A : .
L . Notoriety may be the only thing Meyer Lan- |
Mey_e_L_Lanskv Stays on TOp sky Yemts=Quided by that fear an d |
—’B A ol d Fl b that is easily the most brilliant in the under-
y volaing amboyance,; world, he has shaped the organized crime syn-
. \ dicate into a well-disciplined operation. The
Settlng Up New Ventures| syndicate as ruled by Lansky and colleagues >
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via courier. Middlemen in Europe then draw
out some of the money and send it to agents— Sunday News (New York)
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any manner the agent sees fit. The middleman The Sun (Baltimore)
in Europe knows who he's working for. The The Daily World
agent who deals with the sniddleman usually |The New Leader
doesn't. . -

Federal agents estimate Lansky's personal The Wall Street Journal Y SR
fortune in numbered accounts abroad may ap- The National Observer
proach $300 million. Lately, & lot of that money [People’s World

eral, state and local
:awmen to put him be-
hind bars for good and
who can't really be ex-
pected to stay awake
iights just because one
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-he parade. But Meyer
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g power—some 52y the
power—in the under-
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_New Front Men X ’

Birthete¥ some doubt about the new law's
Constitutionality—to say nothing of the likeli-
hood of getting hard proof of a connection be-
tween the motels and mob figures like Lansky.
(See story on page 20.) “Even if the law
sticks, all Lansky and his pals have to do is
-replace old front men with new ones and
they're back in business,’’ says one skeptical
investigator who has pursued mobsters for
years. )

Adds another law enforcement ajent: “It's
going to take more than a few civil suits to
touch a man like Meyer Lansky.”

What manner of man is Lansky? The stan-
dard Hollywood portrait of an-underworld king-
pin is well-known. He should be paunchy, in
keeping with a love for good food and wine. He
should have diamonds and sapphires sparkling
on his pudgy fingers. His ‘suits should be as
flashy as the showgirls on his arm. He should
have a loud, jovial manner that can turn sud-
denly to murderous rage when he is crossed.
He should live well and show it, luxuriating in
penthouse apartments, country estates and
black limousines. :

" Meyer Lansky fits none of those stereo-
types. He is a thin, gray-haired man with a
pinched face, who wears conservative, mod-.
estly priced suits and speaks softly and with a
wrysemas—~g humor. Earlier this year a re-
porter asked him for a statement after-aardnd

jury appearance. "I don't want t% take the
dra‘hm'{)lﬂf‘ﬁf your storles, so I don’t think I'll
say anything,” Lansky said as he walked’
away, smiling. Last week, just before another
grand jury appearance, Lansky joked with re-
porters who requested interviews and gave a
bit of father’s Tewich adviee: “If you don’t
have a sense of humor, you don't have a.ny-
thing.” ’ )

" As befits nne so mild of manner, Lansky
Hves in a style that would provoke no jealousy
in any upper-middle-class neighborhood. Until
recently, he lived in a $60,000 ranch-house in
Hallendale, - fiam! suhurh, and drove a
rented Chevrolel. He soid the iwuse and moved
into a beachfront apartment with tighter secu-
rity afterhe . ' " . Vot f'young Turks"
of the underworld might try to kidnap him for
ransom—a fate that betell some New York
gang leaders last year. = - Yoo

Lansky's “‘office’” i3 a backroom in the Sin-
gapore Hotel nere, wiiere e meets friends and
colleagues and ronducts “business.” He is sald
to spend much of hls time thinking up and fm-
plementing new projects and prefers to let his_
lieutenants run his established enterprises. He
takes frequent irips to Turope—ostensibly for
pleasure, in fact for both pleasure and busi-
ness. - -

In trying to foster the image of a genial,
withdrawn businessman of modest means, Lan-
sky is thorough to the last detail. It's said that
tn filing his income tax returns, he portrays
himself as a retired investor living in moderate
comfort off the return of a few prudent hold-
ings. He is reported to justify every expend!- |
{ure to the last cent and even to skip some of

-
Conyenient Tllnesses * 7<% T ;1
. I}é_x'm/"!fprqserve the imaFe, iy be-

- an, close to death. - N

the d&tintGont he is entitled to.
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cause he does value- his privacy,. Lansky,
doesn’t like to be crowded—by either the law
or his colieagues. When he feels that'8 happen--
fng,.he resorts to a favorite trick to ‘throw off
those who hound him—he pretends he is a sick

. _Whenever the heat is on—an investigation
made public, a grand jury inquiry, a new task;
force of Federal crimefighters on his trail—
stories suddenly sbound that Meyer Lansky is
dying of cancer or some other terminal iliness.
1n the files of the New York State Police, there
exists a report made out in the 1920s that says
Meyer Lansky is a bad guy, all right, but
there’s no need to worry because he's a sickly
man who won’t live out the year. In fact, Lan-
sky looks 10 years younger than his age and en-
joys excellent health, “He'll probably live to be
100,” says an old friend and former racketeer.
~ It is because Lansky doesn't fit the flamboy-
ant picture of the crime boss that he is still
around, lawmen say. Those of his early col-
Jeagues who savored the sweet life—Bugsy Sie-
gel, Frank -Costello, Louis Lepke, Lucky Luci-
ano—have paid dearly for enjoying the spot-
light of center stage; all of them have been
either mur