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C " advised ‘7-16-70 that ‘gone o,
onduct further investigation ‘concerning Subject nd ‘his
g_“.activities “in. that: city, but that he ha t:succ ede -ih

: -obtaining any further pertinent informatio
“apparently based on the previous: 1nvestigative,
‘“American investigators in Mexico, some  of ‘the local ‘Mexica
- police apparently had approached personnel in the’ variq“s}
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" for harboring criminals, and therefore contacts in ‘these ot
have not been disposed toward further ‘cooperation. He was not
able to obtain phone calls attributed to the Subject althou h
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-~and Customs apparently is conducting investigation concerning
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- " UNITED STATES \(¥VERNMENT

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (92-2831) DATE: 8/10/70
(ATTN: CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE
ND ORGANIZED CRIME SECTION)

Y(\’J C, MIAMI (92-102) (P)

SUBJECT: | A
MEYER-LANSKY, aka

AR

/I)ﬁ ' Enclosed for the Bureau is original and five - .-
_ copies of LHM, suitable for dissemination to Assistant
Attorney General WILL WILSON regarding the subject's
arrest on narcotics charges. _

On August 5, 1970, Departmental Attorney
DOUGALD MC MILLAN telephonically advised that he has
been requested by DUKE DEWARE to obtain the facts
surrounding MEYER LANSKY's recent arrest and the sub-
sequent dismissal of the case. MC MILIAN stated that
DEWARE is writing a paper at the request of Assistant
Attorney General WILLIAM WILSON. MC MI

' ated
: should be forwarded t%
qc for appropriate transmill o
b WILSON. '
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Referto . Miami, Florlda
- FileNo.g2.102 I August lO, 1970

S s IEYER LANSKX was searched by United States
- Customs Agents after disembarking from Aeronaves de
 Mexico (AMSA) Flight 410 after iis ‘arrival at Miami
International Airport from ‘Acapulco, Mexico on uarch;1
-4, 1970, Examination of a briefcase being ¢
s made by Customs Port Investigator oS
o discovered an unlabeled plastlc via con
ng 154 tablets, .. - o e g b n ol e S w i

LANSKY stated that the tablets were donnatal
and had been prescribed by his doctor,. LANSKY was . -
released but the vial ot tablets vas held by Customs.

‘1*"?; Laboratory analysis by Unlted States'Customs
Laboratory confirmed that the tablets were donnatal,,

. SR LANSKY as arrested March 27, 1970, by Florida
Department of Law Enforcement Agents, charging hinm with
' a felony which has a maximum penalty of two years, .
S $1,000 fine or both and a misdemeanor, maximum penalty

six months and or $500 fine, - -
<€
v 6
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CARLING STEADMAN directed a verdict of acquittal ior-
LANSKY stating that '"the state has tailed:to prove

"nor conclusions of the FBI. -1t is the property.
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
age:pot to pe‘dietr;bgted qutside your agency.. .
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aka

'MEYER LANSKY,

. BeMilet 8/10/70 and Lk enciosed therevith:

‘ /‘ In last paragraph of page one of LHM it is noted
that Lansky was arrested and charged with a felony and &
: misdemeanor. No information is included to show specifically
S ‘the nature of the charges, - = .. =" it A A e

S In paraérnbﬁ'one'on.pégé two it 18 noted that =
~. / Lansky was aquitted on a directed verdict because "the State:
! has failed to prove the material allegations,.e¢tl The ' |

‘material allegations, etc., are not set forth, -
" \ ‘Specific details concerning the charges against

and the material allegations involved complemented
additional information pertaining to the Court's -
should be included in the LHM, Accordingly prepar
ate amended pages setting forth this information
t them to reach Bureau promptly. B
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UNITED STATES DEPAi{TrMEﬁT“O‘F'J‘USTICE‘

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please R niami Florida
Tia ta Floose Referte August 18, 1970

"Re: MEYER LANSKY =~ i i
ANTI-BACKETEERING

Specific details concerning the charges against
MEYER LANSKY and the material allegations involved complemented:
by additional information pertaining to Judge CARLING STEDMAN'S
decision on June 18, 1970, are as follows: .~ A 1

State of Florida charged MEYER LANSKY with violation:’
Section 404,02, a Florida statute which stated that a barbiturate
and/or a central nervous system stimulant must be delivered .
by & pharmacist and labeled by such an individual, State of - -
Florida charged that LANSKY was in violation of this statute :
ipasmuch as he had 154 tablets of Donnatal which the State
also alleged qualified as a barbiturate and central nervous
system stimulant,

LANSKY was also charged with a misdemeanor in vio- .
lation of Section 500.151 which charged LANSKY with possession -
of a habit-forming, toxic, harmful or new drug without a S
prescription,

Judge STEDMAN without hearing testimony of the
defense questioned the State of Florida's jurisdiction on -
federal property and therefore directed a verdict of acquittal
for MEYER LANSKY., The State of Florida bas no recourse in this
decision, Judge STEDMAN alleged "the State has failed to - —
prove the material allegations and this is fatal to the pro-
secution," STEDMAN told the jury in ordering the verdict that
the defense need .ot present its case, The defense lawyer
for MEYER LANSKY, JOSEPH VARON, had maintained during a motiom.
for a directed verdict earlier that the State could not pro-
secute LANSKY for possession of the drug (Donnatal) because
it was discovered in a search conducted on federal property, .
the United States Customs enclosure at Miami International B
Airport, Judge STEDMAN then asked no one in particular *Do
we have jurisdiction over the Port Customs Office? I realize .
it is within the geographical confines of Dade County, Florida,
but isn't it under lease to the federal government? I am
" seriously wondering if we have jurisdiction over such an offense.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED,
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Re: MEYER LANSKY

In offenses committed in the nverglades Natlonnl Pnrk and the
Miccosukkee Ration we don®*t, but it is in nade COunty. but ‘
do we have jurisdiction ol this?" L

Judge STEDIAN apparently did not question the State' :
specific charges or the material allegations against LANSK!k‘ e
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origin in the case entltled, “I-'[EYER LANSKY GROUP“




4-750 (2-7-79) a .

'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION |
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET N

...._.b___ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

®  Deleted under exemption(s) b A _Wilc h qb with no segregable

material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

(] - Document(s) originating with the followmg government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

——  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

e  Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

] For your infomation:

BT The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
9a- a.YSI-II?aWMG_ w&«, o

XXXXXXXXKKKXXXXXXKXX

§ DELETED PAGE(S) §

‘X NO DUPLICATION FEE §
KXXXXX X FORTHISPAGE X - .
XXXXXX KX XXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXX

FBI/DOJ



R SR DIINREPRSN S PR

MM 92-102

a prescrlptlon.«

Y - LA
i et B ek e Fadim S e ey e

The subject had several other medlcatlons

however, he had preseriptions for these. The

' Federal Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous. Drugs-:
~ (FBNDD) Agent and the Unlted States Departmental
,_Attorney were 1mmed1ate1y adv1sed and ‘the. tablets
'were analyzed to determlne what type of medlcatlon

1n the clear plastic v1als. :
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Cho4od - . o FLORIDA BARBITURATE LAW

o e

€04.01
404.02
404.03
404.04
404.05
404.06
404,07
404.08

Definitions, . .
Prohibited acts. .
Exemptions, general.
Exemptions, additional. T
Records. - N
Inspection. .
Contraband. -
Seizure and forfclture of vessel, vehicle,
or saircraft illegally used. :

404.01 Definitions.—For the purposes of
this chapter: - :

(1) . Theé words “barbiturate” or “barbitu-
rates” mean each of the salts and derivatives
of barbituric acid, also known as “malonyl
urea,” und derivatives, compounds, mixtures or
-preparatiens thercof; and “barbiturate’” or
“harbiturates” shall include hypnotic and som-
nifacient drugs, whether or not derivatives of
barbituric acid, except that this law shall not
apply to narcotics, as now or hereafter defined

_ by-the legislature of Florida, or bromides.

(2) The words “central nervous system .
stimulant” or “central nervous system stimu-
lants” means amphetamine, desoxyephedrine
(racthamphetamine), mephentermine, pipradol,
phenmetrazine, methylphenidylacetate or any
of the salts of any of the foregoing. .

(38) The word “delivery’” means selling, dis-
pensing, giving away, leaving with, or supply-
Ing in any other manner. S

(4) The word “patient” means, as the case
may be: S B .

(ay The individual medically requiring a
barbiturate or a central nervous system stimu-
lant, for whom a barbiturate or central nervous
svstem stimulantis prescribed, or to whom a
barbiturate qr a central nervous system stimu-’
lant is &dministered; or :

(o) The owner or the agent of the owner of

an animal medically requiring a barbiturate or
& central nervous system stimulant, for which
a barbiturate or a central nervous system
stimulant is prescribed, or to which a barbitu-.
rate or a central nervous system stimulant is
administered.- : . - .

(6) 'The word “person” includes individual,
corporation, partunership, and association.

(6) The word “practitioner” means a per-
son authorized by law to practice medicine,
_osteopathic medicine, dentistry, veterinary
medicine, or naturopathic physicians who havo
been actively practicing in and licensed by the

. gtate for a period of at least fifteen years prior

to October 1, 1957,

(1) ‘The word “pharmacist” means a person
authorized by law to practice pharmacy in this
state. ’ .

(8) The word “prescription” means an érder

written or signed or transmitted by word of -

mouth, telephone or telegraph or other means
of communication issued in good faith in the
course of professional practice only, by a pracs

. titioner to a pharmacist for a barbiturate or &
R 1782

w7 GmapTER 408 | & il
FLORIDA BARBITURATE LAW
40400

40410
140411
© 404.12

Procedure to have vessel, vehicle, or slr-
craft forfeited or sold. - "

Rights of mortgagee or vendor. -
Injunctions. Y
Rules and regulations. : .- -
Ext%e%tions atrixd dex
. e negatived. .
404.1¢ Notice of conviction to be sent to licensing

board or officer. : -
404.15 Pensltics. .

central nervous system stimulant for a particu-
lar patient, which specifics the date -of its
{ssue, the name and address of such practition-
er, the name and address of the patient (and,
if such barbiturate or central nervous system

40413

.

stimulant is preseribed for an animal, tho -
species of such animal), the name and quantity -

of the barbiturate or central'pewous system
siimulant prescribed, the directions for the use
of such drug, and the record so raade shall

constitute the original prescription to be filled
_ and preserved by the pharmacist. Crs

(9) The word “manufacturer” means a per-
son who manufactures barbiturates and cen-

- tral nervous system stimulants, and includes

persons’ who prepare such drugs in dosage
forms by mixing, compounding, encapsulating,
entableting, packaging, or other process, .but

- does not include a pharmacist who merely pack-

ages, prepares or compounds drugs to fill pra-
scriptions received, or to be received by him
from practitioner, . RPN

(10) The word “wholesaler” means a per-
son engaged in the business of distributing
barbiturates and central nervous system stimu-
lants to persons included in any of the classes
named in §404.04(2) (a)-(f). -t
. Wistory ~Comp. §1, ¢b. §7-384.

404.02 Prohibited acts.—The following shall
be unlawful:. Ce

*(1) The delivering or causing to be deliver-
ed any barbiturate or central nervous system
stimulant, except as provided in 8404.04, unless

“(a) Such barbiturate or central nervous
system stimulant is delivered by a pharmacist

. in good faith, upon a prescription, or an author-

jzed refill thereof, as hereinafter provided, and
there is affixed to the original container in
which such drug is delivered a label bearing:
1. The name and address of the establish-
ment from which such drug was delivered;
- 2. The date on which the prescription for
such drug was filled; . B
8. The number of such prescﬁption as filed
in the prescription files of the pharmacist who
filled such prescription; .
4. The name of the pharmacist and his li-
cense number} -
5. The name of the practitioner who:pre-
scribed such drug; ) e
6. The name of the patient, and if such
drug was prescribed for an animal a statement
showing the specics of the animal; and

SV
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FLORIDA BARBITURATE LAW ' S5 7 ch, 404

-

7. The directions for the use of the drug the purpose of obtaining a barbiturate or & e
as contained in the prescription; or centrel nervous system stimulant. <ot :

(b) Such barbiturate or central mervous (11) MaXxing, issuing or uttering any {false or
systera stimulant is delivered or administered  foxged preseviption. o

by a practitioner in good faith and in the course (12) Affixing any false or forged Jabel to
of professional practice only, end the original & package or receptacle containing a barbitu~
container in which such drug is delivered rateora central nervous system a_timulant.v.'
: geixrs a l:.‘beldon }’}'hic}i‘appears fthe %at; of  Xistery~Comp. I3, b 57-38. .
dclivery, the directions Zor use o such drog, - . . : . Nothi .
the name of such praciitioner, the name of the 7 n?oiﬁ .g":;;“};}‘g“s'l ‘ég“f;a“c onl\g;?s?gmilx‘t ok
petient, and if such drug is preseribed for an iis ehape all apply to any comp ' ;b

aﬂimal o statement showing the species of the ture, or_preparation containing, in addition to S
animal. -

& barbiturate or @ central nervous system e
'(2) The refilling of sny prescription for & stimulant, a sufficient quantity of another po- AR
Yarbiturate or & central nervous system siimu-

tent - drag or drugs to prevent its use a5 &

- 0, !

_Iant unless and to the limited extent designated Lypnotic, or a somnifacient, or & central nerv
n ihe préscription by the practitioner, or sub-

ous system stimulant, as the case r_r;'py‘be.

tequently. authorized by him. | Tuterz—com>. PR

(3) The delivery of & barbiturate or & cen-'  * 404.04 Excmplions, additional.— The pro-
tre] nervous system stimulant upon written yisjons of §404.02 () and (4) shall not be ap-
orescripiion unless the pharmacist who filled plicable to: - - ’
such prescription files and retains it for a (1) The delivery for medical or sclentific
period of two years. . purposes only ¢ barbiturates or central nerv-
+{4) ‘The acinal or constructive possession ous system etimulants to persons included in
or control of a barbiturate or a central nervous any of the classes hereinafter named, or to the
systera stimsulant by any person unless such  agents or eraployees of such persons, for usc in
peraon obtained such drug on the written pre- “the ysual course of their business or practice .
- seription of a practivioner or unless such per- or in the performance of their official duties, P
son obtained such drug by direct delivery fvom as the case may be, or &
8 practiticner for bona fide medical use, and “(2) The actual or constructive ‘possession
except as provided in §404.04. ’ or control of barbiturates o¥ contral nervous
"(8) The refusal to make available and to sysiem stimulants by such persons or their
stford full opportunity to check any record, okents or employees for such employces for

o gr e e

e wram by

i
3
- .
3

o e nm

file, stock or inventory, as required by §404.06. such use, to-wit: DA
(6) The failure to keep records, as reguired (a) Pharmacists. St
by §604.05. . . . Eb; gractmonc}x;s. b b AR
" (1) The using by eny person to his own - () Persons. W o’ procure barbiturates Of
;id\(ra)nta«e or t‘ng rezealixg%f any information central nervous sy stem stimulants for disposi-
Béiuired under the authority of §404.05, con- tion in good faith and in the course of profes-
terning any method or process Which, 3s 8 - sional practice only, by or under the super:
$rade secvet, is entitled to protection, except - vision of pharmacists or practitioners employed
%o :law- enforcement officers, or an officer or DY them; or L0 the purpose of lawful researct,
employee of the Florida board of health, or to {ea"h‘“&g: S te‘sx‘.mlg, and not for resale, includ-
o cotrt W et i g Sudicial- i ng medical schools. - oo efreed f
:,.c;::g; 13 %%;;:::“m ma Qadxc‘i_al procee dmg - (d) Hospitals and other institutions which
AS l:')'ot e att ¢ini to ‘obt ; = procure barbiturates or central nervous system
ba’gb%tumtea;?l:gce:ltr:‘ neg\?ounsgs)':te?n ?tix;ﬂue- i}égnulantsbx:r l?\vfful admil;ustrapox:.:by p:t:{c-
} h L nerve stimu-  titioners, but only for use by or ining pa ic-
lant, or procuring or attempting to procure the ylor hospital or g"ther institgtion. PO parties

administration of a barbiturate "or” a-central - - (o) Officers or employees of federal, state
nervous system stimulant: :

e - or Jocal' governments acting fn their official
(2) By fraud, deccit, misi ep;iese‘rgtation- OF cspacity only, or informers acting under their

e i e

o
N .

e

subierfuge, oY . S jurisdiction. . .
(b) By the forgery or alteration of a prée~ ° (f) Manufacturers, wholesalers, carriers,
qclxptxon, or and warchousemen. =~ - -

{c) By the concealment of & matena\_fact, " Elstory.~Comp. §4, €b. $1-364.

or Sl .
14-(dy - By theuscof 8 false name or the giving 404.05 Records. — Persons degjgnated in
of ‘a false nddress. Lo §404.04, except carriers and warehousemen, of-
(9) Making a false statement in any pre- ficers active in official eapacity, shall keep such

» inox i . 4
_scription;, order, report, or record referred to in records pertaining tolbarbxfturatcs apd central
" this chapter. : S nervous system stimulants for two yeara.

(10) Falscly assuming the title of, or false- . Bstery—Comp. §6, €h. 81384 a e

Yy represeuting any person to be, a manufactur- . 404.06 Ins_pcction.—-Prcscriptxons."ﬁles’ and

_ eryswholeaaler, phaymacist, Physician, dentist, rocords required by or under the authority of

veterinarian, or other authorized person, for this chaptor, and stocks of barbiturates and -
(N - v ot . : .

. .- e . ot
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. FLORIDA BARBITURATE LAW - .~

central nervous system :stimulants, shall b_e-

open for inspection to officers ‘and employees
of the Florida board of health. No person hav-
ing ‘knowledgze by virtue of his office of any
such prescriptions, files or records shall divulge
sueh knowledge, except in connection with a
prosceution or proceeding in court, er before &
licensing or registration board or officer, to
which prosecution or proceeding the person to
whom such prescriptions, files or records relate
is a party. .
" Ristory,~Comp. §é, ch. 57-384.

404.67 " Contraband.—All ‘barbiturates and

.

_ central nervous system stimulants, as herein.

defined, which may be handled, delivered, pos-
sessed or distributed contrary to any provision
of thij chapter shall be and the same are hereby

~ declared to be coniraband, and shall be sub-  ter. - e
(2) Where it appears by affidavit that the
residence of the owner of the vessel, vehicle, or -

ject té seizure and confiscation by any law en-
forcethent officer of this state, or any political
subdivision thereof, and by any officer or em-
ployee of the Florida board of health.

. Ristory.—~Comp. §7, ch, §7-384.

404.05 Scizure and forfeiture of vessel, ve-
hicle, or aircraft illegally used.— :

(1) Any vessel, vehicle, or aircraft which
has been or is being used in violation of any
provision of this chapter, or in, upon, or by
means of which any violation of this chapter
has taken or is taking place muy be seized
and forfeited, provided that no vessel, vehicle,
or sircraft usad by any person as a common
carrier, in the transaction of business as such

common carrier, shall be forfeited under the’

provisions of this chapter unless it shall appear
ihat in the case of a railway car or engine, the
owner, or in the case of any other such vessel,
vehicle, or aircraft the owner or the master
of such vessel, or the owner or conductor, driv-
er, pilot, or other person in charge of such ve-
hicle, or aircraft, was at the time of the alleged
illegal act & consenting party thercto; provided
further that no vessel, vehicle, or aircraft shall
be forfeited under the provisions of this chap-
ter by rezson of any act or omission established
by the owner theveof to have been committed,
or omitted, by any person other than such own-
er while such vessel, vehicle, or aircraft was
anlawfully in the possession of a person who
acquired possession thereof in violation of the
criminal law of the United States, or of this
state or any political subdivision thereof.

{2) Any law enforcement agency is em-
powered to authorize or designate officers,
agents, or other persons to carry out the seizure
provisions of this section. It shall be the

. duty of any officer, agent, or other person so
authorized or designated, or authorized by law,
whenever he shall discover any vessel, vehicle,
or aircraft which has been o is being used in
violation of any of the provisions of this chap-
ter, or in, upon, or by means of which any

violation of this chapter has taken.or is taking .

place, to scize such vessel, vehicle, or aircraft
and to place it in the custody of such person as

by rule to show cause in the circuit court hav-

may be authorized ‘or designated for that pur-

pose by the respective law enforcement agency,
pursuant to these provisions, I
Ristory~Comp. §8, ch. 57-384. s v

404.09 Procecdure fo have veséel;'vehié!e. or

aireraft forfeited or sold.—

e o T

(1) The state aitorney within whose jurig-: -

diction the vessel, vehicle, or aircraft has been’

geized because of its use or atjempt,ed use in
violation of any provision of this chapter shall -

“procecd against the vessel, vehicle, or aireraft <~

ing jurisdiction of the offense, and have it for-
feited to the use of or the sale by the law en-
forcement agency making the seizure on pro-
ducing due proof that the vehicle was being
used in violation of the provision of this chap-

aireraft is out of the state, or is unknown to ‘

the state attorney, the court shall appoint an
attorney-at-law to represent the absent owner

against whom the rule shall be tried contradic-’

torily within ten days after its filing. This af-
{idavit may be made by the state attorney or
one of his assistants. The attorney so appoint-
ed may waive service and citation of the peti-

tion or rule, but shall not waive time nor any

legal defense.

(8) Whenever the head of the law enforce- -
ment agency effecting the forfeiture deems it.

necessary or expedient to sell the property for-
feited, rather than retain it to the use of the
law enforcement agency, he shall cause an ad-

vertisernent to be inserted in an official news-

paper of the county where the seizure was
made, and after ten days shall dispose of said
property at public auction to the highest bidder
for cash and without appraisal.

(4) The proceeds of all funds collected
from any such sale shall be paid into the gen-

eral fund of the county in which the seizure -

and sale was made.
“ Ristory~—~Comp. §9, ¢h. §1-334.

404.10 Rights of mortgagee or vendor.—The

rights of any bona fide holder of a duly record-

ed morigage, or duly recorded vendor’s privi-

lege, on the property seized under this chapter

shall not be affected by the seizure.
. istory~Comp. §10, ¢b. $7-384

404.11 Injunctions.—The Florida board of

health shall have the right to institute an ac-

tion in its own name to enjoin the violation

of any of the provisions of this chapter. Said

action for an injunction shall be in addition to

any other action, proceeding, or remedy author-

ized by law. M
Nistory~~Comp. §11, ch. 87-384.

404.12 Rules and regulations-~—The Florida
board of health shall, from time to time, adopt
such rules and regulations as may be reason-
ably necessary to implement and carry out the
purpose of this chapter.

RHistory.~Comp. §12, ch. 57-384.
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cuired to be negatived.—In any complaint, in-

. formation, or indictment, and-in any action or
. proceeding brought for the enforcement of any
provisions of this chapter, it shall not be nec-
essary to negative any exception, excuse, pro-
viso, or exemption.contained in this chapter,
and the burden of proof in any such exception,

defendant.
Tlstory~Comp. §13, ch. 67-384.

* 404.14 . Notice of conviction to be sent to 1i-
censing board or officer.~On the conviction of
any person of the violation of any provision of

‘ this chapter a copy of the judgment and
sentence and of the opinion of the court, if any
opinion be filed, shall be sent by the clerk of
the court to the board or officer, if any,. by

or registered to practice his profession or to
carry on his business. On the conviction of any
such person the court may, in its discretion,
recommend to the respective licensing board or
ofiicer the suspension or revocation of the

.

. FLORIDA BARBITURATE LAW

404.13 ~'Exceptioﬁs and exempt!io'ns' not” re-

_ed in the state penitentiary for not more than

excuse, proviso, or exemption shall be upon the . sou T ”
’ ' v P 7 2 years, or both such fine and imprisonment. -

whom the convicted defendant has been licensed -

registration or license of the convicted defend- -

- :Ch. &94 -

ant to practice his profession or to carry on his '
business. . N
History~~Comp. §14, cb. 57-384. ~ © . - -

404.15 Penaltics—Any person who violates
any of the provisions of this _chapter shall,
upon conviction thereof, be punished }by a fine
of not more than $1,000.00, or shall be imprison-

For any second offense any person violfxting
any provision of this chapter shall be punished
by fine of not more than $5,000.00, or shall be
imprisoned in the state penitentiary for not less
than 2 years, nor for not more than § years, or
both such fine and imprisonment, For any third
or succeeding offense any person violating any
provision of this chapter shall be punished by
a fine of not more than $10,000.00, or shall be
jmprisoned in the state penitentiary for not ..
less than 5 years, nor for morg than 10 years, . -
or both such fine and imprisonment, Any prac-
titioner, as defined in §404.01(6), or any phar-
macist, as defined by §404.01(7), upon 2 third Lo
conviction his license to practice in Florida T
shall be automatically revoked. -
Xistory.~Comp. §15, ¢h. §7-384.

.
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During. - the "20s LansLy‘.‘
feamed with Bugsyv..m,{‘_uo ’

‘forra..she _Bugs' and’ Meyer
Mob, the precursor of Mur-

. der, Inc. -
When Siegel went to Las

C@l‘mg

. Ty JAMES S.-‘\VAGE
: . Rerald S)af! Viriter
T ‘Meyer Lansky, rated by
- police as ‘one of the most’
--powerful men fn American
organized crime} was arrest-
-.ed and jailed] Friday on
“charges of not pavmo a pre-
scnptxﬁn for drugs to soofhe

hxs nervous stomach. -"I :
Flo' ida Department of ! ,a\v
Enforcemnnl agents arrested
* Lansky, 67, at his' plush
Miami  Beach condominium
apariment Friday afternoon -
on felony and misdemeanor '
charges of having unauthor-
ized prescription drugs.
-+ The jailing marked the
first time in 12 years that po-
” lice have managed to get him
..} behind bars. In 1958, he was
1. detained briefly in New York
Tor questioning in the slaying
of Murder Inc. kxller Albert
" Anastasia, -
- Lansky later was releascd
- after a $50,000 bond was
~posted by bondsman Daud
. Margohn. i
. When -Lansky, weanrg_
light blue pants_and a dark
sweater over a sports shirt,
_ walked out of jail at 9:30
p.m. his only comament was
to TV cameramen whq :
directed bright lights on him.’
"“Take it easy fellows, take
it easy,” he said. !

THE . UI\AUTHO"MLD
drugs were found in Lansky’s
possession, FDLE agents
said, when he was searched
by U.S. Customs agents at
anam: ‘International Anrport.
Mar. 4.

- The - routmc search was
.conductcd when Larsky ar-

. nved at the -airport rom

Aca-'alco Mexico. : .
A{ er the medicine ewas Z

analyzed and Customs agents |

deterpuned thcre was “no .

Afederal violation, the ypase
was turied over to the Fj)LE
acting in cooperation with
the U.S. Justice Department’s
Organized Crime  Strike
Force staff here.

Seized during the airport
scarch” was an unlabeled

" plastic vial containing Donna-

tal tablets, FDLE agents said.

Donnatal contains phenobar-

bital and is used as a mild se-

- dative for nervous indiges-
. tion, they said.

‘FLORIDA law makes it a

‘felony to possess barbitu-

rates without a prescription,
and another state law makes
it a misdemeanor to possess |
any unlabeled prescription
drug.

"~ Lansky was ordered held
in lieu of $50;000 bail by
Circuit Judge Lavid Popper.
The felony prestription viola-
tion charge cerries a two-
year prison sentence and $1,-
000 fine upon conviction and
the misdemcanor carries a
snx~month jail term and SoOO

- fine,

-Vegas to create that city's -

gambling industry, Lansky
came to South Florida to op-
erate police-protected casi-
nos. _

AFTER THE XKefauver
Committee investigations
turned the spothght on Lan~

sky's illicit casino gambling -

:operattbns. he moved to
.Cuba. where he became Ha-
vana’s most powerful gam-
bling figure.

Smce Castro drove Lansky
and his rackefeer {riends
from Havana, the diminutive
(5 feet 4 inches, 136 pounds)

dale and Miami Beach.
He currently lives at 5001
« Collins Ave, '
« ° Federal  organized-crime
i experts.say that Lansky has
! been the juiding finanGal ge-
nius “behind the growth of
gamb!mc \casino operitions
in the Bah;mas and the, Ca-
ribbean durmg the past de—
cade.

LMty

Called by federal aeents :
“one of the men who orga- -

nized organized crime,” Lan-
sky has been described by
some as the Mafia’s chief
financial adviser.

Other experts contend that
Lansky works with the Mafia
in some projects but is him-
sell more powerful than any
single Mafia chieftain.

BORN Maier Suchowjan-
sky in Grodno, Russia, Lan-
sky immigrated with hxs fam-

‘ily to the lower East Side

slums of New York when he

T was

Be?ore he was 27 Lansky+

ordelly conduct to suspxcwn
of murder, but he never was
convicted,

.
’ et WP
.«.'-‘m‘:‘.!‘ ¥

l . B

" had ]seen arrested five times .
- on charges ranging ‘rom dis-~

rane

Lansky has lived in Hallan-

i:-d
=
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Crime lord Meyer Lan.
sky, refurning from an
Acapulco, Mexico, meet-
ing of the international
sydndicate, fziled to have
a prescription for drugs
he carried to calm his

nervous stomach, it was-

charged Friday. .

Lansky recturned from
{the conclave, reportedly”
called on March 4, to dis-
cuss moves for lepalized
gambling in Quebec, At
lantic City and Miami
Beach. - .

At that time US Cus-
foms agents searched the
longtime gambling czar
and secized an unlabeled
pill tptt!e containing Don-
nata! tablets — a mild
sedative for nervous in-
dxgest\on

Can't Stomudh
3m7@ Pﬂ

) LANSKY, who suffers

from a long time stomach
condition. for which he's
been hospitalized in New
York and Boston, was

arrested at his Miami

Beach apartment by Flo-
rida Department of Law
Enforcement agents late

Friday. . » -

He -is charged _thh
felony and misdemeanor
charges of possessing un-
authorized . ‘prescription
drugs. In Florida it's ‘a
felony %o possess barbit-

" urates without a’ pres-
.cription and a misde-
meanor to possess unlab- -

eled prescription drugs.

Lansky was freed on
$50,060 bond set by Cir-
cuit Court Judge David

result in a maximum two

year sentence and $1,000

fine on the felony with a

possible six month term

and $509 on the lcsser :

charge e

Despite an arrest re-

cord that dates back to

the 19205 — the only time
Lansky ever served be-
hind bars, was three
months in -a New York

-jail in 1953 on & gambling

operations ~conviction in
Saratoga, N.Y.

* s @

HE WAS HELD briefly

for gquestioning in the gang-
land slaying of \Iurder
Incorporated kilkr Al

Popper. Conviction could

bert Anastasia in 1938.

1 Author: ) T
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By MARG ARET CARROLL

P Herald Staff Wriler T ——

" close look at the financial dealings of

ment counseling for organized crime.
The Internal Revenue Service investi-
gation of Lansky's income tax.returns

when. an assistant U.S. attorney, Lavinia
Redd, filed a lawsuit designed to force a
Mlamx man to produce documents the IRS
says it needs for the probe.
The lawsuit says that Ben Sxoelbaum,
~ who has offices in the Dupont Building,
was served with a summons but refused io
produce certain records for IRS inspection.

lN’ AN AFFIDAVIT attached to Miss

Redds'complamt IRS agent Williard, P.
Bushmxaer said he was ]ookm{> into, the
“correctness” of Lansky's income ta} re-
turns for 1967 and 1968.
’ Sigelbaum, who has been the subject of
federal probes himself, has varied business
interests.
In the early 1960s, the FBI put an elec-’
~tronic bug in his office to find out what it
could about profit-skimming at Las Vegas
casinos. -
Sigelbaum had been acquainted with
Ed Levinson, a major Vegas gambler at
whose office the FBI also had installed an
unseen ear durmg the 1960s.

DURING THE gcvemment’s probe of
former Senate aide Bobby Baker, ngel~.

N

Ur-wa ? @?@@T‘*Wa"eﬁ J

Federal tax detectives are iaking a -

. Meyer Lansky, the man who does invest- -

came to light Tuesday in federal court |

@ ﬁlﬁﬂ.uﬁﬁ‘

‘ . tell what ~
. baum was 1ssucd a summons to
hE Kirew: about Baker s activities 1&14}733- :

gas, if any.

1- .
Bushmtaer 3 statement ‘said that Sige
baum showed up empty-handed lalft .

. November when he was summoned to the g

IRS office in Miami.

Bushmiaer had asked for any records -
invoiving recal estate or financial transac- ;

Ltions connected with Lansky.

Sigelbaum also declined to provlde the

rames and addresses of persons who he
might know had been involved in_ land

Ceals with Lansky in 1967 and 1963 the’

Ltatement said.

- The -court was asked to order: S gcl--

baum to appear and show cause why he

* <yould not comply with the sux WOnS.
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l['y JAMES SAVAGH

[ Hereld $tafl Writer |

Onz of mobster Meyer
Lansky's favorite travel
agents ook a group of past
and present Miami Beach
city officials on an all-ex-
pense-paid, four-day trip to
Las Vegas two weeks 2go. -

The unpublicized trip to
Las Vegas forced Eeach
Councilman Norman Ciment
to postpone a public hearing
on the issue of casino gam-
bling an Miami Beach.

And/with 2 campaigﬁ to
bring ‘casinos to the }each
well uaderway, the trip has
increased speculation among
organized crime  watchers
about the behind-the-scenes
role Lansky may be playing.

the Miami B~ach officials re-
alized their host for the trip
is a good friend of Lansky’s,
but travel agent Adolph (Ad)
4 Schwartz makes no secr‘».et of

sky. 1 J

“I don't have any business
with Mr. Lansky, but I know
him. I don't believe what the
"~ papers say 2bout him, he’s
always a real gentleman,”"
Schwartz said in an inter-
vxcw.“

\\’cil-cast as the 'genial
host tor fun-loving ga nblers,

- vy

!

Schiwartz wes wearing a

nzaatly tailored ycllow

P et

1 { -t
his s‘!rarm feclings for {Lan- agd
¥ * prescridtion drugs, lawjien

-“Add." Next to that name

ir

sweateg and yellow sivacks’ .

‘with white shoes whefi he

was guestioned about+Lan-

sky. ¢ .
Schwartz explained that

he is an agent for the Flamin-
go Hotel and Casino in Las

et

when they searched Lansky
at.Miami International Air-
po't upon his return Jrom
- Acapulco, Mexico. - 1
| shop number in the Siga-

pore Hotel, 960}
Ave., Miami Beach.
It is at the Singapore, one

Vegas. His job, he said, is 10 . of Lansky's favorite hang-

arrange irips, commonly
called junkets, to the hotel.

-HE DOWHNGRADED his-
relationship with Lansky. “T,

. don’y see him that often. I;
" know'him like I know'a lot

of pecple.”

Larisky was arrested eight
days before Schwartz and
the Flamingo paid for the
trip to Las Vegas for Ciment;

Ciment's law partner, Miami . organized
- Beach Municipal Judge Rob- ~ Statesmen and its chief finan- 1

THERE is no evidence that -

ert Grover, former Council-
man Joe Malek and Wiami
Beach Constable Murray
Meyerson. ’

The arrest was based on

~ some _drugs police faund
g ey (PR .

In aZdition to the n’;cif

found a list "of names find
telephone  numbers  when
they scarched Lansky.

ONE of the names was

vias  the home telephiéne
numbe) of Adolph Sc’hwaftz,
his ofznf;e number at the Din-
ers Fuzazy Traval Agencé in
Surfside and %is wife's dress

outs, iavestigatars say, that
Ad Schwartz often lunches
with Mcycr and his brother,
Jake Lansky. :

The Singapore is currently

the subject of a lawsuit by |

Attorney General Earl
Faircloth, . who has charged
the hotel is controlled direct-
ly or indirectly by the Mafia.

ALTHOUGH NOT a mem-
ber of the Mafia himself,
Lansky is considered one of
crime’'s  elder

cial strategist.

Lansky, who has been ac-
tive in illegal casinos in -
South Florida and legal casi-
nos in Cuba and the Baha-
mas, is no stranger to the
Flamingo in Las Vegas,

One of his closest associ-
ates in crime, the late Bugsy
Siegel, built the Flamingo,
and in 1960 Lansky. was paid
$200,600 as a finders fee
when a Miami Beach group
headed by Morris Lansbyrgh
bought tie hotel and casifo.

_ S.ansburgh has no finaryial
infzrest in the- Flamingg to-
day. but it has always bear, a
favprite cestination for gam-
bling junkets from Miami
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IN ADDITION to the
Miami Beach officials, Ci-
ment, Meyerson and Judge
Grover, more than 100 other
passengers from South Flori-
da took the complimentary
trip to the Flamingo on Aprit
5. :

In addition to first class
transportation on a charter
flight, the junketeers enjoyed
luxury class accommodations
for their four-day stay.

Ciment was not anxious to

discuss his Las Vegas heli-

day. .
He had the council post-
.pone a major public hearing
on the casino question from
" April 8th to 9th so he could
be in town tn attend.

But he denied he knew he
.was going to Las -Vegas
when he moved the hearing

—— e —

up om{ day. “I thought T was
.going ‘o New York,” he said.

WH:N HE did returs from
Las Vegas in time for the
postponed hearing, Ciment
led the cross-examination of
anti-casino witnesses.
. %l don't think it's any-
pody's business,” Ciment
complained when questioned
sbout his Las Vegas trip.

*] went on my own accord.
I'm not going to answer any
more questions.”

Cinent said he didn't

know Schwartz and he
wouldn't discuss who had ar-

. ranged for the trip.

“Did you gamble? Do vou
owe the Flamingo any mon-
ey?” he was asked.

“No coament. Hask a nice
wezkend. Goodbye,”: Ciment
sa'd. L

FORMER Councilman Joe
Mulck, one of Ciment’s close
friénds, was more willing to
discuss the trip. Maiek said

" he’s been the guest of Las

' had never heard of him as

-~

_ CIMENT

SR R 4

MEYERSON’

Vegas hotels for complimen-
Seretrips several timEsir-the
past.

He said he had met Ad
Schwartz on junkets, but he

associated with Meyer Lan-
sky. .
Judge Grover readily ac-
knowiedged he went on the
Vegas junket. He said “I've
been doing this for years —
long belore I became a judge.
“This is an established
thing with the major hotels
out there. They invite people
they fecl are substantial and
can afford to lose a little
money, and bring them out
there. They don't say you're
supposed to gamble, but
that's more or less}
understood. “They dont -
make much on me — like
anyone of intelligence I know ~

| “COMEN HAS aamiped pel- " .

vétely=that he thinks casino®
would help Miami_Beach’s

tourist economy, but hé has .
carefully avoided taking 2
ublic stand. - o
v AR exTonvict wmd
time on an income tax
charge, Cohen, during the

1050s, was identified with R s

the infamous S&G gambling

syndicate on the Beach
through 1 is representation of
syndicate members. - " |

The Hgrald was unatle to .

reach Meyerson for comment,

SPECULATION
Lansky's possible role in the
campaign to bring legal’ casi-

"nos to Miami Beach began
last month when Lansky at-

tended a controversial meet- .

ing in Acapulco. _
While in Acapulco, Lansky
was watched by U.S. federal

_agents, Canadian police and -

Mexican police., -

In addition to New York
lawyer Moses Polakoff, Lan-
sky met with several myste-
rious Canadian criminals
while in Mexico.

According . to .a story in
The To-onto Telegram, the
meeting:in Acapulco was set
up to ccordinate the Mafa'’s

plan to' infiltrate Quebéc’s |

the house wins in the long
run.” :

plans to establish a legalized

Grover said he could not gambling casino.

" comment on the merits of the . .
Miami Beach casino gam-’ that .ansky's Acapulgo (-

Other, reports indicated

bling progosal, but szid het meetings. also dealt with his
knows Ciment “is really ‘Pans to; infiltrate legalizéd

working hard to determine

what’s best for the city” on .
the issue. :
The judge said it was “ab-

gambling in Miami Beach,
Atlantic City, N.J. and Aca-
pulco, in additisrrto Quebec,

solutely, most ridiculous to
tie Lansky, even by innuen-
do, to the people who go on

. these junkets,” -

While the junketeers were
enjoving Las Veegas, Miami
Beach attorney Ben Cohen
joined the party and scturned
to Miami aboard their char-
terec’flight. ‘

Cohen has been _th'; subject
of mnch speculation by those
tryiny to analyze the real
powers behind the scenes in
the curient casino campaign. -

.

K

L 7
=R PAGE

NYTATY

ov

about -

ol

¥y

g Who

A2 LR




% o g
R R

ppre oA
R Rk




4-750 (2-7-79)

7o - - . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET -~ - -

__i Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following staiements, where :
indicated, explain this deletion. : —

m Deleted under exemption(s) b a ‘37 ¢ b 7'D ) with no segregable

material available for release to you.

O _ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

] Information pertained,bnly to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. .

[C] Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
: , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

{3 For your information:

w The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pa

Q2 -2831- 11711 M{\A—%LKK m @AMW o0

. XXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXX
§ DELETED PAGE(S) §
_ X NO DUPLICATION FEE §
KXXXKX X FORTHISPAGE X
TRREXX XXXXXXXXXXXKKK
XXXXXX

FBi1/D0OJ



e e
PN
e

had been made

knew of no individuals who would. ‘do’ such.a. thing”
“however,;-he admitted that-the possibility’e '
inasmuch as he enjoys a great deal of notorlety from
the news media, and 1s p0551b1y env1ed by some
“younger members} '

by the‘news medla to be:La Cosa Nostra members
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: “The subject express"d‘gratlt
FBI was concerned and stated th ;

'would contact the. FBI-

developed. The: subject doesf

‘T"Reader s Digest® ‘article had a- dlrect affe

present ‘€ituation,  and could. not. plnnoxht any part;cula

[t A a-':...,.,,';

group OY jndividuals who might consider . thls type
of thing. He, however, indicated that he has thought
about .the p0551b111ty for some time lnasmuct,asﬂ_q_
there are so many puts® around this ‘time He “also

;stated that.many of his old Itallan friends are_ne»

" longer 1iving. and he aoes notAknow the younge, Italian
element well;' ) : :

' He alsorlndlcated that if aft
he is not gullty'ﬂf the two, state'dharge
serlously con51der contactlng ‘the’ Mlaml FB

'before Jeaving’ ‘the. Mlaml’area adv151ng

£ his travel plans and de He',a1s0
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. Mr. DONI:\LD WINNE',- Attcra’ey&fith.‘the 1Lost
Strike Force, telephonicallyradvised SA

;Unlted States Customs 1n Miami- early;lh March, 1970»
Zamong other 1tems found in LANSKY s posses51on, was
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10E17103,_four-door hardtop Impalq*'.

stopped 'at the crystal House Apartments,' _

the lobby and left a newspaper ‘at’ the front dés

_The subject re—entered hls car, returned to ‘Season's

o4

Aoprox1mately 30 mlnutes later, bhe subject
_was observed leaving the Season's SOuth Apartmefnts

Aon foot and returned to the Crystal ‘House Apartment

was‘observed:walklng south on Colllns Avenue, "Miam
Was confronted at this tlne “by. SA
At flrst LANSKY did not acknow&e
;e ag'nt and for a short time mutter
£t

3
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“he 1s almost 1rrat10nal.

. _ LANSKY advised he plans'to travel to Seattle:’
“after June 1, 1970, if he is not in jail.” “'He "stated-
"he is contemplating notlfylng the FBI in the future E
of hlS travel plans,_but would have to thlnk ;t over.'

The 1nterv1ew‘was termlnated w1th LANSKY
its concern with the 51tuatlon
and saying he would call"fj'

y anything further.' He noted he no longer
has frlends ‘he can- ‘trust among the Itallans gnd ‘also.
fexpressed concern w1th the nunber of "nuts" tunnlng

'7when I walk the streets'I“never




frlendly ‘and exchanged cordlallties.,,
- he knew nothlng further in regard to the
51tuat10n, he’ stated after con51der1ng the ma Ler -o.
notifying the FBI of hls travel plans, he ad dec1ded
to do so._a- ; :

TR u;?? ;ﬂi;. He stated he f , v
Tacoma, Washington if he is not in jail
after the lst of June, and indicated he was confident 7
he would not be in jail.:. He stated he then planned

© to v151t Ohio and Michigan, however, "he dld not wish:

for .any_ newspapers or other law enforcement agence'
. to be notified., He also stated he “would’ personally
Q;call ‘this’ ‘agent or would notlfy an agent”in the ar '
’ where te is staylng of his travel plans; He stated

he dld not have reservatlons of FBI- Agents follew1ng
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By JAMES SAVAGE
Herald Stafl Writer

' The U.S. Grand Jury hére |

has begun a ma;or investiga-
tion to determine if Maﬁa-
“tinged money- was skimmed
from the Flamingo Hotel and
Casino in Las Yegas and se-
cretly funneled to anmx’

If tiie probe leads to ndxct-

"ments it could rival rarlier :
skimiing investigaticils that
rocked Las Vegas' legalized

gaming industry and had far-
reaching effects on U.S. or-
ganized crime.

The investigation under-
taken by Internal Revenue
Service mtclhgence agents

bega? on Aug. 8, 1968, vshen

a xax! was conducted a: the
offices of the Flamingo: Hotel
in New York City.
Credit accounts and other
records were seized in the
raid.

' THOSE RECORDS and
other s information have now
been dngested and a parade

of Wilnesses 15 B being c,lled
to testify before the G and
Jury here.

Miami Beach hotelman
Morris Lansburgh, a former
co-owner of the Flamingo, ~
was onz of the first witness-
es called.

He appearcd on May 28 at

- the Grand Jury room in the

old Post Office Building, car-
rying records.

Chester Simms, the Fla-
mingo casino manager during
the years the Flaminzo was
owned by Lansburgh's group,
is schcdu!cd to testify before
the panel at 11 a.m. tdoay.

l\’ AUGUST 1867, ?Lany .

birgh and his Miami Beach
partner Samuel Cohen sold
the Flemingo to multimillion-
aire Kirk Kerkorian. -

Some of the witnesscs

suhpenaed to tedriiy~Fhurs-
day WO “for the Flamingo
in its New York office during
the Lansburgh-Cohen owner-
ship from 1981 to 1967 and
continued when Kerkorian
took over.

Appearing before the -

Grand - Jury Thursday were
Bernard Cohen, the head of
the Flamingo's New York of-
fice; Arthur Herbert, Leo Sa-
melson;, Harry Simmons, ’mﬂ

Sy Gnler, plus two of’:»e
secretiries,
Py ¢/

THE NEW YORK City of-
fice handled arrangements
for junkets for gamblers in
the  northeastern  United
States and also handled col-
lections of funds for those
who played on credit at the
Flamingo — and lost.

A junket is a low-cost trip
designed to attract free-
speriding gamblers to a casi-
no. -

Lansburgh actwely pro-
moted many junkets from the
Miami area .and elsewhere
when he was co-owner of the
Flamingo.

BESIDES former casino
manager Simms, the govern-

ment has subpenaed several.
‘other Flamingo casino em-
-ployes to testify today. They

include Artie Newman, Sam
Belkin and Buddy Banner.

A source close to the in-
vestigation told The Herald
that it may continue for
months and that before it
concludes several Cosa Nos-
tra figures from the north-
eastern United States yould
be called to testify. i

The Malfia operatuc* will
genesally  be questioned
about collection duties the

govérnment helieves they un- .

dertook for the Flamingo.

"'The investigatmn is bemg

handled by IRS intelligence .

agenisomorking  with U.S,
Justice Departmexmméys
from both the Los Angeles
and Miami Organized Crime
Strike Force staffs.

fore it can be taxed, has been
a scare word to the Nevada
gaming industry since the
-early 1960s,

Although there were few
successful prosecutions, Jus-

-tice Department and IRS

agents outlined how the com-
plicated skim was removing
hundreds of thousands of
doliars from state and U.S.

. tax coffers.

During the early '60s, or-.
ganized crime experts con-
sidered skim funds one of the
major sources of revenue
funding the growing of syn-
dicate crime and its infiltra-
tion into legitimate business
and overstas casinos.

PHOTOSRAPHS of 'some
of the coyriers who cérried
the skimmed funds fron! Las

.Vegas to Chicago and Miami

SKIMMING, which is the -
widely used term for remov- .
ing revenue from a casino be- -

'.'\

i)




and the Bahamas and, finally
1o secret bank accounts in
Swit&srland;Have been pub-
lished in national magazines.

Miami’s Meyer Lansky hag
been the~consiant factor in
changing cast of characters
the government determined
_was involved in the skim-
ming operations in the early
1960s.

Lansky, the chairman of
the board organized crime in
America, had a longtime as-

sociation with the Flamingo.

. in Las Vegas.

HIS NEW YORK partner
in crime, Benjamin (Bigsy)
Siegel, went to Nevada to
. build the Flamingo in 1946
when Meyer Lansky moved
from the North to set up
headquarters in South Flori-
da.

On June 20, 1947, Bugsy

was shot to death in his mis-
tress’ living room by an un.
known assassin. Investiga-
tors believe he was killed in
a dispute with Lansky and
other mobsters aver control
. of the Flamingo.

In 1960, Lansky was paid a

$200,000 sccret finder's fee |

when the Flmaingo was sold
by Albert Parvin to the group
headed by Lansburgh and

Cohen of Miami BeacA\ ot

WHEN LANSKY was ar-
resu"d two months ago by
Florida Department of Law
Enforcement agents on a
charge of unlawful posses-

sion of a barbiturate. agents

found in his hst‘_nLy%z_phone -
numbers the name and num-

ber of the local Flamingo
Hotel agent. .

Launsky had three phone
numbers for Adolph (Ad)
Schwartz who arranges jun-
kets from Miami to the Fla-
mingo.

Schwartz, who told The
Herald he is an employe of
the Flamingo, admitted he
knows Lansky but “I don’t
have any business with him,”
he said.

While most past skimming
investigations have concen-
trated on the movement of
hidden funds from the actual
casino floor, it is beue,‘{ ed the
Miami probe will examine
the movement of cskh pay-
ments from gamblers with
credit accounts.

e
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ByJAMFSSlJAGE
) Herald Stafi Writer

Former Flaminzo Hotel ca-
sino manager Chester Simms
testified ‘before the U.S.
Grand Jury here Friday in
the centinuing probe of the
movement of gambling
money from Las chas to
Miami, - . - -

* Simms, dresszd in a well-
tailored blue suit and wear-
ing black horn-rimmed glass-
es, mel with the panel in
closed session for half an
hour, leaving the jury room
at noon.

AFTER SINIMS was asked
questions by U.S. Justice De-
partmint attorneys he was
granted peormission to Jeave
the juty rcom several times
o corisult with his a2ttorney,
E. David Rosen, -

ﬁ.

..f

Justxce Departmcnt attor-
neys from Los Angeles and
Miami are conductx.w the
prodbe, using material gaﬂxer-
ed by Internal Revenue Ser-
vice agents.

The_ investigation Is cen-
téred on the movement of
money ~ from the Flaminso
Hotel and Casino ‘in I.as
Vegas to Miami.

Witnesses subpenazd to
appear before the Grand Jury
panel Thursday included sev-
eral Flamingo employes who
work in the hotel's New York
City office.

RECORDS FROM that of-
fice were seized in a raid by
IRS agents last August,

Others who appcar»\l with
Simms Friday included Fla-
mingo casino employes Art

- Newman, Sam Belkin and
Buddy Eanner,

rian,

Cas ‘m Tegww _,z el
‘M’Nbuﬂ@ﬁ I"uﬁmﬁ@

A source close to the in-
vestigation said that it may
continue for months and that
before it concludes several
Cosa Nostra figures from the
northeastern ‘United - States
would probably be called to
1c.»txfy.

One of the first thnesses
in the probe was Miami
Beach hotelinan Morris Lans-

burgh, who testiflied on May .

28 before the Grand Jury.

Lansburgh,
with his Miami Beach part.
ner Samuel Cohen, owned
the Flamingo from 1061 to
1867. In addition to being ca-
sino mansger, Simms hcm s
3.75 per cent ownershin
share with Lansburr'l* and
Cohen,

In 1857 the Miami En.ach
group sold the Flamingy to
multimillionaire Kirk Kerko-

together

m'
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BV PAUL LEVI\E :,?

Herale Stalf ‘Writer .
Orpanized-crime  figure Neyer
Lansl’y, the recipient of a dirccted
verdict of acquittal on drug charg-
¢s, walked happily out of a court-

room Thursday end left the state’

-gttorney’s office fuming at a judze.

With two of his aging associates
looking on, Lansky sat quietly as
Criminal Court Judge Carling Sted-
man declared him innocent of ille-
gal possession of barbiturates.

A HEARYY “Mazel Tov" (con-
pratelations) was directed toward
Lansky from the direction of Gae-
tano (Tony) Ricci and Fhil (the
Stick) Kovolick. Ricci, 76, of Holly-
wood, spent his colorful career with
Al Capone, Frank Costello and
other! involved in bootlezging,
gambling and prostitution. Kovo-

lick, 61, also of Hollywood,. has

. known’ I.ansky 'since Prohib. tion,
- when he was associated with the
Bugs and Meyer mobd of Prohibition

days, run by Lansky and the iate -

Benjamin (Bugsy) Siegel.
Prosccutor Ai Sepe, assistant

stzte attorney, did not sha:n the en- -

thusiasm.

He stormed ou: of the court.

. room before Stedmean finished his

short statement on the acquitial, in

wiich the contragersial judas did

rot give the speciiic reason for his
(mdmg

L“x;/ .2/7/’//[2(/@(’7’

“The state has fail{d to prove
the material alicgations, and this is
fatal to the prosecution,” Stedman
told:the jury in ordering.that the de-.
fense need not present its case.

Stedman may have tipped off
his decision, however, moments
earligr after hearing argrments on a
motion for the di:ccted verdict. De-

“fens: lawyer osc,m Va'on, of Hol- ..

Iywead, maintained thet the state
could not prosecute Lansky for pos-

-session of the drugz because it was-

discovered in 2 search conducted on’
federa! prﬂpﬂrty ~ the US. Cus.’
toms enciosure at Miami Xntc-rna-

tional Airpart. :

“‘p0 WE HM’E j"r:sd ct'rn
over the port custorns oifice? *
Stedman asked, reading his own re-
marks of seven rionths 2go in a-
druz case ruling, “I rcahze it is
within the acographic confines of
Dade Countv but isn't it under
lease to the federal government? [
am seriously wondering if we have

“jurisdi:tion over such an affensc. In
. offensiis committed in tie Ever-
‘glades National Park and the Mic-
* cosukliee Nation we don't; but it is.

in Dade County, but do w¢ have ju-

. risdiction of this>"
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-.dering hewdver, Stédman denied”
!_the motion:{o suppress in that case;
.-involving possession of marijuana.
. He reversed himself Thursday in or-
!idering the directed verdict to Lan-

Teky, c e

. ..Sepe, who will seek Stedman’s

s

“bench seat in the September prima- -

" 1Y, declined comment after a hasty
exit from the courtroom. e
 Lansky, often called the “chair.
man of the board of organized

- crime,” sat silently throughout the

. daylong trial; T

-~ Wearing algray bow tie, white

~ shirt and blud sport coat, the 67-

- year-pld financial wizard of the un-- .

+ derwrld said’afterward he nceded
barb{'turate tablets for his. ;_;oma;h.

reporter asked the longtine gang-
land figure. - T

- .Regardless of his seriotis. woR-: -

. “Three Lansk:
_patting his_stomach. “I've Liad Them
- for 12 years.”

Customs officials confiscated an

unmarked bottle containing 154

tablets of Donnatal, a common bar-:." -
“.-biturate_often used by ulcer pa-

tients. They found three other bot-
tles of pills in prescription bottles.

" .. The bottle was taken from Lan-
.: 8Ky shortly afier his flight arrived
. from Acapulco, Mexico. “Some

_were for my stomach, some for a

“heart condition,” Lansky said.
.t is illegal to possess the drug

. without it being in prescription con-

tainer. Sele e
" ple. explanation for e’ charges,
which never rcached the jury.

1 ) S 7. .MIf the defendantc were John
“D0 YOU IIAVE an ulcer?’a’

Smith instead of Meyer Lansky,” he
said, “there never would have been

“aprosccution.” .

of them,” Lansky ‘said

Varon implicd there was a sim-

S
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Then Maier Suchowljansky

‘ 1911, his mothér, in all the confusion, .
" could not remember the day or even the month in '
*._which he had been born nine years earlier. So the .
.- “immigration officials gave him July 4 as a birthdate,

. hoping, perhaps, to instill in the boy a sense of .
* ‘patriotism and high aspirations. .= .
' In many ways Maier Suchowljansky, who Ameri-*
v*: " “canized his name to "Meyer Lansky,” lived up to -
: .7 that hope. He became so patrictic that he moved
" . heaven and earth to get his older son into West

BN
.

o NeosGar

"arrived on . Point.
Fllis Island from Grodno, Russia, in = menti

" of a network o

‘%-’ - N Crie

He is an ardent supporter of U. S. involve-
n Vietnam, As for matcrial success, he set his
gh and has achieved the directorship
f enterprises as big as General Motors.
- His personal fortune is estimated to b somewiidic
between $100 million and $300 miilion.
__The thing that sets Meyer Lansky apart from
-“most men who have achicved the American Drearn
is his linc of business. He chose to pursue hi
ambitions not in steel or oil, not in automobiles o;
. banking, but in crime. In that field he is as much o
2 visionary and innovator as Andrew Carnegic

2 ole

P -

" aspirations hi

L. .- P
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X .L’ ‘ Y Ofd: and,
3 :f::;g; caveer fués b‘ccn long \ ‘.-3.' mysterious, but
ief gedenal hw‘cn’fqlrgemen"t autl;or‘l_tlcs have Iollowed
: L’ jt witl interest; The: information they have col-
* ¥ Jected makes it possible to piece tozether an-outline

* of the Lansky story. Lansky is the main architect of

L

together a'group of rival gangs, including the Maha,

. shape it into a silent, streamlined colossus which is
now, in his own words, “bigger than U. S. Steel.”

with bribes.
. for his help.
- He has co
- such high-ris
“and murder-by-contract, and enter new fields such as

i

lucrative traditional source of income~gambling—
. in the Caribbean, England
. East. R

L. e I
N .

e e

ent from that of the cigarsmoking profes-

sixty-cight, Lansky is gray-haired, short, thin, even

guishable from a succesful investment broker on a
.-two-week Miami Beach vacation from Scarsdale. His

cently, was a modest three-bedroom ranch-style
house in Hallandale, Florida, a suburb of Miami.
He drives (rented) Chevrolets, walks the family dog,
about the grandchildren, takes his wife with him on

.annual vacations to Europe, and carefully shields
her from contacts with his underworld friends. On

of dry humor and an a
demcanor.

) Hallandale and moved to a beachfront apartment

- v §

R = RSN T S
- +Nicholas Gage is a vetcran investigative 1cporter,

. He has published articles about organized erime i
.:-pewspapars and magazises. :

L T

n
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}olm D. Rockeg#\er were in theirs. -

the giant conglomcrate that is_organized crime in
the United States. Forty years ago he helped pull

into a2 national network and then proceeded to |

As a dircctor of the organized crime syndicate, of " °
which the Mafia is the biggest branch, Lansky is so
. powerful that he controls legitimate corporations,
“quns 2 gambling network that stretches from Las’
Vegas to Beirut, and "buys” whole governments.
E]vven the U. S. Nayy once had to plead

wvinced S)c syndicate to de-cmphasize’
&; cnterprises as narcotics, prostitution,
banking,. investments, manufacturing, and real
estate by using thousands of fronis, some so sophis--

ticated they may never be penetrated. In additior., -
he has developed new ways to promote the .most

. Eu.ropel and th_g Middle

T S T e .
{ ansky the man is a fascinating series of contra-
- dictions. His personal style is radically differ-

sional mobster portrayed by Edward G. Robinson in .
Little Cacsar or by Rod Stciger in 4! Capone. At

+ . ascetic in appearance. In many ways he is indistin- _

. ~suits arc conservative in cut, and his home, until re-
and gocs home every night to his wife. He brags

_ the few instances when he was pushed into the |
- public spotlight, Lansky showed occasional flashes *
pparently relaxed, quiet,

About a year ago Lansky sold the house in .
. building with tight sccurity at 5001 Collins Avenue .

" in Miami Beach, a short walk from the Fontaine.’
- - == . +990,000 and then started making payments to

SO0EL 21

~ Hotels. .He reportedly made '
. the move because M.£ared that the suburban home
... exposed him to the danger of being kidnapped for .
. -ransom by the Young Turks in the underworld, a -
¢ fate that befell soinc, New York gang deaders 'in

I}leaﬁ' and dcn

s, K3 A

>,. ,-latc 1968. - e - IrEE .,

" -It"would be out of character for Lanskyto -go
-around trailed by a string of bodyguards. It would .- .
also belic the image he ‘tries to maintain of a, .
retired  businessman living off moderate invest- -
ments. Insteud, he counts for protection on the FBI -
agents who have been tailing him for over a decade.. L
Rather than trying to shake his shadows in tradi-
tional crime-movie style, he carefully slows dm\;x’
ne,

. e .
. T aa e T .

. whenever he notices the FBI car has fallen behi
. to give it a chance to catch up. ’
When he docs feel that the law is crowding him
too much, however, Lansky resorts to a favorite ploy
;. ~he pretends to be a very sick man, close to death. .
“Whenever the heat -is on—an investigation made;
. public, {-grand jury inquiry, a new task force of 3
" federal crime-fighters on his trail—the story starts o
go around that Lansky is dying of cancer or some*
other terminal illness. A report in the files of the .

- New York State Police, dating from the 1920s, states =%
that there’s no need to worry about Mcyer Lansky's !
criminal abilities, becausc he can't survive the year.

.. This report, to paraphrase Mark Twain, was greatly

:+ ; exaggerated. Lansky todzy is in the pink of health .

« and lJooks ten years younger than his, age. “He'll

probably live to be 2 hundred,” says an old friend
and former racketecr. T +

Like any good businessman with a social con-
science, Lansky makes occasional contributions to. ~
charity, but he is carcful to make them small, in*’

- keeping with his image. They arc usually between . -
$2500 and $5000 and are given to reputable institu-
tions. Lansky has made at least two small contribue -
tions to Brandeis University at the behest of his
friend Joseph Linsey, a Boston businessman with -
underworld associations who is a large contributor
to the university. Lansky has a 1962 letter from .,
Abram Sachar, former president of Brandeis, thank-~

ing him for a contribution arranged by Mr, Linsey.

-Even Lansky's tax returns, it is said, portray a -
retired investor living in moderate comfort off the

" return of a few prudent holdings. Lansky can

. justify every expenditure to the last cent, and he
often doesn’t take even the deductions to which he .
is entitled. For example, his holdings include

. 90,000 worth of oil and gas leases which he bought

‘. in 1960 from Sam Garfield, a Michigan businessman -

“who, over the years, has been associated in 2 number L

» of deals with Lansky. To justify the sudden posses-

-
A

K
. sion of such a large amount of cash, Lansky made it
¢ known first that he reccived a loan from a friend for

..~ Garfield. He is still drawing dividends from this.
. investment,. which is quite legal and helps him -
justily some of his modest ‘expenditures. '
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Anothcr pIO) uscd toC-*u[) his income came to ', : appcarancz ycar and asLed hsm for a commc
light last November when the. Toronto Telegram - on the. proceedings, Lansky smiled. and ‘shook

: told the jstory.of a- bemused Toronto stockbroker.. * head. “I don't want to tzke the drama out of yc
¢ who, nof knowing who Lansky was, ;agreed .to .. stories, so1don’t think I'l say anything,” he repli
arrange he! purchase of $250 worth. of mmmg_ - At ‘another grand jury: appearance-.six_ mon
* claims in Canada for him: According to fcderal 7_ 2go he was- stopped by Hank Messick,-a veter
.. officials, four ‘months. later. Lansky had the broker  investigative reporter who has written several bo
“handle the sale of the same mining claims to two™ on the undcrworld and once again Lansky turs
. Néw - Yorkers  for $40,000. Lansky subscqucmly _away questions with carefully “chosen quips. *
- claimed. the $38,730 "proﬁ'" cn the deal as " least you have 2 sensé of humor,” Messick remar)
- capital gain and paid tax on it much to the dnsxmy, - after he gave up trying to get any direct answt
" .of the Internal Revenue Sen'nce. The IRS believes. . .“If you don't have a sense of humor, you don’t h-
" that Lansky himsclf had given the New Yorkers .4,' anything,” Lansky saxd thh 2 gnn, and wall
. the §40,000 to buy the claims and thereby legiti- _ away. -

- matize or “dry clean” nearly $40,000 of mob proﬁts. . He seldom goes out. and when he does, itiso
:-..: Because the deal had taken place in Canada, there =~ to restaurants “and clubs operated by old friends
“was t’lo legal action the IRS could take. o ", the rackets. Word gocs out early that “Joe .\Ic)

ot .

A ; I ) (Lansl.ys favorite code nan}c) will be vxsmngt
: : : : ,5 “evening. A quict table in a dark corner is selec
spuc of bcmo one of the ‘richest and most __"and kept in readiness so hc doesn't h:ue !Ogl“‘
powerful men in the United States, Lansky . ,He likes plain food and one, at most two, “bourb
maintains his modest lifestyle down to the last | before dinner. He has néver been 2 heavy drinke:
'.?_~ detail, and with good reason. He has only to 2 ladies’ man. He smokes cigars after meals™s
reminisce on the fate of his more flamboyant ~ cigarettcs in between, He is greaily concerned ab
:-.colleagues to be reminded of what happens to  the health dangers associated with cigarettes, -
* gangsters who flaunt their wealth. He started out”  hasn’t m:maoed to quit, and he doesn’t Tike. the t:
‘Wlth men like Joe Adonis, Frank Costello, Vito - of filtered cigarettes, so he uses a three-inch cigar
., Genovesé, Louis Lepke, Lucky Luciano, Dutch .- holder, which he believes hclps keep out tar :
" "Schultz, and Bugsy Siegel. All loved to let their  nicotine.
;. ~money show, and all wound up either executed, Lansky's tiain pleasures are snmple. He like:
_assassinated, deported, imprisoned, cr deposed. _ travel, to'go for walks, and to lie in the sun. Of
So Lansky hides his wealth and courts anonymity  he can be seen stretched out on a reclining chair
~with a passion worthy of Howard Hughes. His the swimming pool of the Eden Roc Hotel, near
phone number is unlisted and is changed Penod[- apartment house, soﬂang up the sun. He is onl
i cally, When the phone rings, he never answers it fect 4 inches tall, and in swimming trunks he I
2.7 " personally but has his wxfc tell everyone but his _-the rather imposing presence he commands-ot.
- . closest fricnds that he is ‘hot home. He has never " wise. He likes to walk so much that he sometimes
.ot 2 willingly given an interview. During the past year, 1 . terrupts his meetings to go for a stroll on the be:
.. -~ -have written him several letters asking for interviews At least once a year Lansky gocs to Europe with
..~ " for this article and other assignments, but he has = Wwile, but he manages to combine business
oL "'_ . never answered any of them. A few months.ago I _ sightsceing. In his hotel rooms, where he spe
“i..<%. ' was in Miami Beach driving slowly near where he'  most of his time, the Syndicate’s overscas represe
._.<- lives when I caught sight of. h,m dccply tanned and  tives come to report to the chairman. Mrs. Lai
S comforrably dressed in dark blue trousers and a  is never introduced to any of these men, and
X | hghtl) checked blue shirt, casually walking his dog ~ meetings are never held in her presence.

" ~in front of his apartment house. But his sharp eyes “These and other signs indicate that Lansky k.
i - caught my car slowing to a stop, and he quickly led his wife, an attractive: sometime-blonde tw:
. " his dog, nunm[urc\'rlbchn Shih Tzu named _ yvears his jtmior. at least partiallv in the dark at
e - Bruiser, into his apartment house before I could’ his real wealth and position. On the rare occas
« *°" reach him. .- when they go out together, he is careful to tip o

~%.  Whenever L:msky is called before a grand jury or less than when he is with friends or dining al

*»" an investigating committee, reporters try to catch When a reporter once knocked on the door of
. him outside the jury rooms. Most of the time they . Lanskys' Hallandale home, Mrs, Lansky infor

.
. - e,

o - fail. He has the building where he is to appear care- him through the screen door that her husband
Piug - fully scrutinized beforchand and wsually knows "nusunderstood b) the press and ‘the FBL.”
P ': -~ some_ side exit he can use to slip out undetected, Lansky's “office” is often a guarded room at
~*+ o7 . And on the few occasions reporters have managed g Smw'«pore Hotel, one of several Miami Beach he

L e e :«_.-.. to catch up to him, he has proven quuc deft at not under his control. From there he formulates. p
.~ . answering questions. When James Savage, a Miami _ issues instructions, and divides the money that ¢

“. % Herald 1c orter, cornered him after a grand ju ers,bring in from Las Ve“as. the B-mamas,
¢ Heral ‘P . g Jﬁ?f}ﬁzj oG the B

- - .
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ot s e e v+ 8, rod "W W”"‘“M’T”m@ »‘;




e R

»

. {from the 'wn’otxs_o,t.hcr .goufcp
4. . Never far from his side are Vincent (“Jimmy Blue
=, Eyes”) Alo, representing the Mafia,

- - known as the Cleveland
apartment, often accompanied b3
chicf licutenant, Jake Lansky, . 3y
ike many another self-made niillionaire,
_ adheres to a brand of politics that

“He thinks we should go in there and blow Hanof

war.” : : .
Lansky's feryent conservatism and anti-Com.
munism may have somcthing to do with the end
Fidel Castro put to his flourishing
in Cuba in 1959. But there are those, such as one

233 s concomitant with underworld success, “A lot of
your mob chicfs are fierce conservatives,” he says.

2 land of plenty. So, in the right-wing sense of the
word, ihey're quite the ardent patriots.”

Lansky is so patriotic, in fact, that in 1949 he
used all the political influence at his command o
win 2n appointment to West Point for his olcer
son, Paul. He was nominated by the late New York

was then a congressman. Paul Lansky did fairly well
at the school and rose to the rank of captain in the

engincering career on the West Coast. He now lives
iin Tacoma, Washington, with his wife and children

Pk .
szazgname, Meyer has spread the rumor that his son

broke with him several years ago and that they have
ot spoken to cach
rue, however. Lansky talks frequently with Paul
2>u the telephone, sees his son whenever he can, and

1as made for himself, N
3 Lansky has two other children, another son and
daughter. The son, Bernard, who is known as
uddy, lives 'in a comfortable house near his
zzfiatlicr’s old home in Hallandale, and is often seen
R supervisory positions in hotels and motels in
“shich Meyer is said to have ap ‘interest. Lamsky is
=ery close to Bernard, who has been partially <rip-
2led since childhood, and spends a ot of time with
- im, Lansky's daughter, Sandra, has been married
wice and had a reputation as a swinger when she
'as young, . - . e e L
Most Jtalians in the underworld share the opin-

mof Angelo (“Gyp") De Carlo, who, in 2 pho

. . . - - Ty
R e DRSIC AL A T L Tt et o M T
A ! Al 8 . . .
Lo AN .. s T
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s of dy«dicate wealth, ... conversation taped by“the FBI in New Jerscy, re-’
_ and Sam Tucker, ..
the delegate for a |Midwestern group’ of gangsters.
. syndicate. By about 4 p.».”
- - every day, Lansky stops working and heads. for liis.

y his brother’ and _
. .and until recently the man responsible for supervis- -

PR S I

Lansky .
is- dis- - survived longer than anyorie else in the underworld.
tinctly right-wing. On Vietmam, for example: -
to picces,” says an acquaintance. “He's really dis- »
gusted with all these demonstrations against the ~and most important, he possesses the best brain. e
o oL =" It was Lansky who developed the worldwide net- 2

gambling setup "’
", the world and then have the money come back
2 federal agent, who belicve that a right-wing outlook .

“Theyre guys who came to this country " with
nothing and who did very well here, who found this* "

State Supreme Court Justice Arthur G. Klein, who

keep Paul’s life from being affected by the Lansky -
other in a long time. This is not _

his friends of the kind.of life Paul -
e . Geneva,

:*.The Liule

C e

L

- ferred to Lansky as the most respected non-ltalian” .. %
in_the underworld. “There's only two Jews recog- .
_mized in the-whole-country today,” he said. “That's .7
7~ Meyer and . .. Moe Dalitz, but he [Dalitz] ain't got: - -
. much rétognition.” -(Dalitz is onc of.the founders -~
.- of-the uniquely successful “Cleveland syndicate,”

,“ing the underivorld's investments in Las Vegas,) ]
"+ Lansky is easily the most heeded underworld -

leader, and for several good reasons. First, he has -

In his fifty years in crime he has spent only three
months in jail. Second, anyone who has associated .’
. himself with Lansky- has made big moncy. Third,

-work of couricrs, middlemen, bankers, and frontmen-
. that allows the underworld to takeé profits from:
illegal enterprises, to send - them halfway around-

~ laundered clean
" nesses, ’ e : o
The way this works is beautifully simple. Lansky's
.. couriers take the Mafa's “black money"—profits
from illegal .activities—to sceret’ bank accounts in
. Switzerland, where the money is “washed clean in
7 the snow of the Alps,” as the joke goes. What
~ happens is that middleien in Furope take the *
moncey out of the accounts and route it back to the et
states threugh -various devices such” as mortgages - -
and loans. This “clean money” js then used for -~
legitimate investments. There is no way to find out "~ .
the ultimate source of the money because it can be - -
traced back only to the Swiss banks, and they won't . -
divulge the names of depositors. - e
Occasionally, however, there is a rent in the veils
- concealing the underworld's money-laundering © ' -
operations, providing a glimpse of the faces of the -
‘men bechind them. And ‘law enforcement officials
aré not surprised to find that many of the faces are .
easily recognizable as close friends and associates of
the crime boss. - - :
In early 1967, for example,
tried to defraud the Chase
almost $2 million,

to be invested in legitimate busi- "2

-
-

a'group of gangsters
Manhattan Bank of
using the Exchange Bank of .
Switzerland, as a cover. The fraud was un. .
.covered belore the money was transferred to the -
Geneva bank, and an immediate investigation was
-launched that ultimately resulted in an indictment
of the bank as a co-conspirator in the caper. . :
.. The investigation revealed that the Swiss bank
had served as a “laundry shop™ for Mafia moncy for
years: It was also discovered that the bank ‘was
owned by x group of Americans. The two principal *
owners were New York brassicre manufacturers with .
clean ‘records. But other owners included. Edward . -~ _
Levinson, the former Las Vegas casino operator who -
works for the Lansky syndicate, and Benjamin /) /)

e T
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Sicgelbaum, another Lansky associate. (iaygf
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.(hat he }s;hs iven a sentenc{ "} fifty years-in prison, -
-~ Dewey thits eliminated s¥e of the Syndicate’s
_awst_powerful leaders, but in an indirect way .

.-

O TSR 3%

]

<% e did the'organization-a favor.. By, compelling -
Jse b wany of thcircmaixxing leaders, rather parochial at N
+ ot st -to leave New York, he foiced them to spread .
e qheir operations and make the -Syndicate truly
.- % wational, : T e ) e
: ¥ . < Lansky, for one, built a whole néw empire in
% southern Florida and the Caribbean by imitating
% thee Cleveland group, particularly in the use of

.. "tibes to sccure .the cooperation of. police officials
~ o7 and politicians. L P A

4% " How well the bribés worked was dramatized ‘in
--o¥<- qhe Kefauver Committee hearings several years later.
.- Walter Clark, sherilf of Broward County, Florida,
o {rom 1933 to 1952, admitted, for example, that he -
PO Tt on_ly{ provided “special policing” for Lansky’s -

illegal gdmbling establishments but also deputized
the men who drove armored cars carrying cash from .

e

With Florida sccure, Lansky went on to Cuba in
1957 to sec what' he could do about expanding his
operations to the'island. He found a willing listener ~
in Fulgencio Batista, the former army sergeant
then’in power, and the two made plans for tu; ning

. Havana into a playground for the rich. World War
11, however, put an end to this initial effort. "There .
weren't any boats on the seas,” Lansky later told the .
Kefauver Committee. “You can't jive from the
Cuban people themselves.” T

Duting the war Lansky played a key role‘in one

«. ofthe strangest deals in which the U. §. government )

=" has ever beed involved—Opcration Underworld.

The full story has never been told. But as it was

outlined during the Kefauver hearings, Naval Intel-
ligence decided that it needed the help of the Mafia

-+ toprotect East Coast shipping fromsabotage. Lucky

" Luciano was the only man who could arouse the
Mafia to such service, but he was still in prison—
and not likely to be fecling patriotic.

The Navy turned to Luciano’s attorney, Moses
Po!ako{g, who promised to talk to his client. But
he said he needed somecone with him whom Luciano
would trust—Meyer Lansky. For several months

. Polakoff and Lansky visited Luciano regularly, and
ultimately got some kind of agrecment from him.

fLuciano owed Lansky a big favor and was un-
doubtedly happy for the opportunity to pay him
tack. When Luciano was trying to rise to the top
“/ the Mafz, Lansky made room for him by having -
“wae of his men kill the then head of the group,
$lvatore Maranzano.) , . T

How much Luciano’s: cooperation contributed to *
*he nation's welfare is still a military secret, but it -

“estainly contributed to Luciano’s welfare. Lucky
##3% paroled at the war's end and allowed to returs *

.. "hisnative ltaly, on the condition that he wouldn't

1777 ™ain set foot in the Western Hemisphere. - ‘

. In exile Luciapo continued to influcnce t

.
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- to his liking.
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- into trouble, started paying div

“_years before, when al] the

dicate, but act{_ Yeadership passed to 2 triumvira
.that included Joe -Adonis, Frank Costello, a1

_ Meyer Lansky. At this time, however, Lansky r:

into a series of problems that képt him from enj
“ing his-riew prestige. First, his ally Fulgencio Bati:
failed to hold the presidency in Cuba, and Lains_
had to postpone his plans for developing Hava
Sccond, his personal life got quite complicatc
Right after the war, Lansky met Thelma Schwar

" a manicurist at a New, York hotel, and decided

.marry her. But he was already married to.t
+former Anna Citron, the mother of his children.
.he had to persuade Anna'to give him a divorce a
~to allow him the companionship of the three"ch
dren. Finally, to add to his problems, Lansky's ¢
friend Bugsy Siegel was causing trouble for the Sy
dicate: He was spending too much of its moncey
* build the Flamingo Hotel in Las Vegas. And he'w
ignoring advice and getting involved in a faction
“bookies with racetrack information. e
 These infractions were not serious ‘enough
themselves to warrant severe action, but Siegel . w
_showing the kind of growing independence - ar
. vecklessness that threatened the subtle organizatic
that men like Lansky were building. So, early.
1947, Syndicate leaders met in a Havana hotel sui
with Lucky Luciano, who had sneaked back temp
rarily from Italy, to decide what to do about Bug:

T . R T )
- Ao struggle for control of the wire servxpg‘s‘upyl)u

.- What transpired is not known, but it is certain th
" Lansky, a man who would not hesitate to put:t)

" organization above loyalty to an old friend, we
along with the decision reached at the mecting. -
On June 20, 1947, Siegel was sitiing in the Bever
Hills home of his mistress, Virginia Hill, when tv
stcel-jacketed slugs from an army carbine to
through the window and into his face. One sh
smashed the bridge of his nose and drove inwo h
left eye. The other entered his right cheek; pass¢
through the back of his neck and shattered his_ve
tebra. His right eye was later discovered on ti
dining room floor 15 fect away. -
The Flamingo Hotel, which had gotten Sicg
idends the very d:
he was shot. Lansky, one of the original twenty-or
investors, got back the $62,500 he had put up inar
times over. And so did other Syndicate leaders. The
went on 4o build bigger and better hotels an
‘casinos and to make even more money, thanks i
large degree to the ill-fated Bugsy. For it was Sicg
who had awakened them to the gold in Las Veg:
y could sce there was san.
.Int idn’t help him much, -

zz}g}pﬁfvex‘. itd

Qevel Plse . o0 i
"T\\X ith most of his problems now solve:
V " vantage of the postwar boom by launcl
ing hundreds of neyr operations all over the countr:
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Lansky worked feverishly-to take ac
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“ He started real! estate compan(’_}in several states; .
set up jukebox distribution o¥ets in Baltimore, -
Philadelphia,. §§?d~Ncw;3Y9r15; opened 2 sifing of ..
new’ casinos that stretchied from Miami, Florida,

%, and bought'into scveral tele:

ST AT L
- PR .

..

- . N

‘>
.
. e

fo Saratoga, Ncia;' Yor
vision manufacturing and servicing companies, -

The money from all these ventures came, tolling

- ;. in with siich speed that even Lansky had difficulty
:." = counting it Records show that two of his. illegal -
casinos in Florida—Greenacres and La Bohdme—.

- brought in $1.6 million during one four-month
5 period in 1949 alone. : ' .
. " Then in 1950 the Kefauver Co

. . .

L

mmittce turned the

v tee generated forced officials in Florida and New
.. ~York to shiit down his casinos and to make noises
- ‘about sending him to prison. He was indicted for
"z gambling Violations in both states, and an effort was )
2+ started to have him deported. But in the end he
“+ - served only a three-month sentence in New York—.
=~ .the first and last time Lansky ever went to jail. -
.~ When he got out, he_headedfor Cuba to revive
“. his dream of turning Havana into'a gambling
. paradise. His old friend Batistz, who had won *ack
;¢ the presidency in 1952 with "Syndicate financing,
- 5 gave him free reign. K e
%~ ¢ Lansky turned Cuba into a gambling monopoly’
. for himself and selected Syndicate friends. He had 2
+, Jaw passed which allowed gambling only in hotels
-« » worth-$1 million or more, and proceeded to build .
.- the only hotels that would qualify. To safeguard his
7% employecs, he had Cuban immigration regulations
*. adjusted so his dealers, pit bosses, and stickmen
.would be classified as “valuable technicians.”
~:" " During this period the ruling triumvirate in the
. .+ Syndicate began to break up. First, Joe Adonis was
i+ -deported to Italy, and then Frank Costello was per-
. - suaded to retire, not because of old age or poor
_- - health, but because of overexposure. He was too
_“well identified with crime to.remain the leader of
"+ «the kind of organization the Syndicate was becom-
.. ing. (Shortly afterward Costello was replaced as
.7, “head of the Mafa as well. He did not protest either
N . . demotion and was allowed to go on living.)
. ~ As soon as he became the primary force in the -
-, underworld, Lansky began instituting a number of
_ <hanges that enabled the Syndicate to penctrate
"7." deep into’ the cconomic life of America. He cur-
.-, tailed .the practice of buying up small companies
. "~ through friends and relatives. Such men always ’
- _turned out to be mote Joyal than competent, and
- ," " the businesscs never got very far. Instead, he started
-~ sending Syndicate money to numbered accounts in 1
"% Europe, where authorized middlemen would take .
it and lend it to American exccutives in quick néed ~
" . of capitzl. “Some of the biggest land "acquisitions «
.7 ‘have been financed with Syndicate money from -
. <+ Europe,” says-a Sccurities and Exchange Commis-
- sion official, ' /)J 27
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" new button-down bree

.- . spotlight on Lansky, and America caught a glimpse "
:-of his power for the first time. The heat the commit-
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_ focusing on the Bahamas.
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] )'ndici}i'e in the sophisticated .
‘businesses it was fix.acing, Lansky began recruiting
“bright young men-with no links to the underworld, -
“and training them in th¢ art of being invisible,
which he has- perfected. These men will be the
~jnheritors of power iﬁft?rg'an-izegl"cri,rpé;rixaking‘ the. .

job of law cnforcement officials in the futurc-even .

_~more difficult than it is now: “At lcast the old bunch ™

had records and we knew them,” says one police:
official: “It will take us years just to identify this.

d. And some wc'll probably. -

- never know.’

. - .
.

.
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he admiration Lansky won for his .ihn_qvaﬂ-’?gﬂ
tions was slightly tarnished in 1959 when he.
lost Cuba to Fidel Castro. Lansky flew out

" * of Havana the same day as Batista, but he left his.

“brother Jake behind to see if he could arrange a
"deal with Castro’s men. Not only did the Cuban
:revol:ionarics refuse to play ball, but they, kepts
ake hostage for twenty-five days before letting hi
_veturn to Florida. Do TR
Lansky was so angry he called a meeting of the.
Syndicate board and persuaded it to put up a $I'
million price on Castro’s head. It was partly this.
. bounty that worried U. S. officials when Castro later’
- visited New York for a UN session and refused to.”

" “abide by security restrictions. But the concern was

_unnecessary. By that time Lansky had withdrawn
" the bounty. Never a man to live in the past, he'had
“become resigned to losing Cuba and was already

In 1963 a plush new hotel, the Lucayan Beach,

* " was built in Frecport on Grand Bahama Island by a

_group of companies under the control of Wallace
Groves, an ex-convict who settled on the island

‘ twenty years ago. Just before the Lucayan Beach

was finished, Groves won permission from the Ba-
haniian government to open a casino in the hotel.
Soon after it opened, the casino was running with
professional efficiency worthy of the best gambling
parlors controlled by Lansky in Las Vegas. And
with good reasorr. The men in charge turned out
to be three longtime Lansky associates—Max Court-
ney, Frank Ritter, and Charles Brudner. Another
" key operative was Dan ("Dusty”) Peters, 2 Lansky
couricr of long and loyal service, who was observed
making {requent trips to Miami Beach for meetings
with Lansky. ~ B -
Then in 1966 it was revcaled that some of the
 highest officials in the United Bahamian Party had
received secrct payments from several companie
controlled by Groves. Sir Staflord Sands, then min
ister of finance and tourism, actually got some §1.¢
million. ‘ T . o ©

. Sands later acknowledged ‘to a Commission of

Inquiry that Lansky had offered him $2 million ir

" 1960 to. permit gambling on Grand' Bahamia, bu:
said he turngd the gangster down. The $1.8 millior
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' he reccived from the Groves companies, he jnsisted,. -~ force is Meyer Lansky. The gang leader was more;
- was for:“consultant and legal fees” <~ " 7 .. “than a liule surprised upon’ returning to Miami
" The revelations toppled the United Bahamian -.% recently from an underworld conference in Mexico.

|. - Party from power. Sands left the Bahamas for-a - ~.to find himsell "being " arresied for. possession of

-Zcastle he owns in Spain, and Lansky's men were | drugs without a prescription. The charge has served™
expclled from the islands by the new party. Fear of . .notice on the crime. boss*that he. is.not going to be .
Lansky’s continued influence in the Bahamas has'  left alone to savor his millions: S

“remained strong, however, so that when onc of the . At an.age when several of his old partners in .
new managers of the Lucayan Beach casino was ob: ** “ctime are selling their interests in the Syndicate,
-served [raternizing with Lansky in Miami Beach- ; . setting up trusts for their children, and retiring,

recently, the present operators of the casino quickly .. grateful to have the chance to die of natural causes

- dismissed him. ol P UL Lansky s still scanning the world for new outlets
... _With the heat on’in the, Bahamas, Lansky turned ~“for Syndicate activities. He has more money than'
"-his attention to the growing number of casinos that ... he can usc, and at present has very little opportunity
were opening in England, Europe, and the Middle " to enjoy it. He has reached the top of the ladder
--East. In England, for example, hundreds of small . unscathed, while the closest friends of his youth
casinos and several large oncs were launched after - _ended up behind bars, deported, or executed in
" Parliament permitted gaming under certain condi-  gangland killings. Why doesn't he cash in his chips;
. tions in 1960, It avas not surprising then that Lan. .andretire? . . el casmEised e S
sky's man Dino Cellini showed up as manager of the ** The only answer that scems to make sense is tha
Colony Club, a posh casino in London’s Berkeley - he tHifes on the challenges that go with being:

Y
3

.. Square, after being kicked out of the Bahamas. . the vanguard of organized crime. Just as his former:

. Cellini was followed by another old Lansky - idol Bugsy Siegel always had a secret yen to be a"
-friend, George Ralt. The actor's associations with ~ movie star, Lansky always warited to be a powerful -
uriderworld figures go back to his pre-movie Zays, ~ business executive. In a thoroughly unorthedox

when he was associated with Owney (“The Killer”)  manney, he has achieved his goal. He sees the Syn-”
Madden: His trip to Hollywood was finai.ced by the”  dicate. as a huge corporation whose: growth and
mob, and it was he who introduced Bugsy Siegel  profits depend on his efforts. The new generation of
to Hollywood society in the latc 1630s. Over the  Syndicate members with Brooks Brothers suits and
years Ralt-has been a front for a travel agency in "~ degrees in accounting look to him for guidance.
-, Calilornia and a supermarket in Arizona. And he . Henry Ford and Andrew Carnegic could not give
worked for Lansky at the El Casino de Capri in . up the risks and challenges of a lifetime at sixty-five,

Havana, ostensibly as an entertainment director, ©  and neither can Lansky. A L

- . until Castro closed the place down. -7 Hespent most of his life trying to reach a position
Both Cellini and Raft were expelled by British- where he could really play the big executive—
authorities, and the Colony Club clgsed down, but ~ developing plans for vast new. enterprises -around

their departure in no way ended Lansky's interest . the world, making decisions that involve milljons.

in English casinos. He merely turned to less identi-  The official files on Lansky indicate that he has’
hiable fronts recruited from the local gentry. At pres-  extorted, robbed, and murdered to get where he i,

.. eat Lansky s known to control at least five major.  and he just can’t give it all up not, even though”
casinos in England, mainland Europe, and the  he can never enjoy the great wealth he has amassed
Middle East, 2nd to be shopping around for others, * as long as he goes on. Meyer Lansky, a victimizer
Lansky doces not scem concerned about the drive = of men and laws for half a century, is himself a

against organized ,crime being mounted by the  victim of his own dream. [
Justice Department in places like New Jersey. This ) g '
may be due to the confidence he has that he can
weather such storms, or it may be due to feclings

- attributed to him by a Miami underworld figure
who says he knows Lansky well. “Lansky and a lot
of other guys are banking on the fact that Florida -
secms to be President Nixon's favorite state, a place
he likes to visit a lot and where he has a lot of
friends. If the spotlight’ was turned on down here,” 1|
it would make New Jersey look like small potatocs,
‘and a-lot of guys figure Nixon is not going to let
that happen.” : L ol . et L

* 7 The Justice Department is not forgetting Lansky, BRI, A S B

i however. It has beefed up its task force on organized 1 veix : 3

crime in Miami, and has sent one of jts better agents

Y e

%o head it. One of the primary targets-of the task:
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By MARGARLI CARROLL
Horald Sttt Writer ©
Mever Lansky one of the
nation’s top racketeers, and
Miami Beach hotelman Mor-
ris Lansburgh are central fig-
ures in a Miami federa Grand
Jury’s m\esnnatmn of casino

_.

Vegas. {
Lansky, invesiment genlus
for organized crime, was the
.$200,000 middleman when
. the Flammgcn Hotel and Casi-
-no in Las Vegas was sold to

investors in 1061

LANSKY, Lansburgh, and
one of Lansburgh's old Fla-
.mingo partners, hotcima

*:pcnons are " getting tha
rime attention of the jum
@nd the Justice Department’s
“¢rganized Crime Division,
"according to an affidavit and
plcadm"s filed by the gov-
ernment in conjunction mth
the jury probe.
Besides profit skimming,
-en illega! method of hiding
. taxable earnings, the jury is
. Investigating ch2r0es of in-
. terstate  transportation of
. stolen or converted property.
The other two headliners
on the grand jury agenda are
Chestcr Simms, former casi-
no manager for the hotejmén,
and Sam Belkin, formet Fla-
‘mingo employe.
1 * Although it's been known
that US. “officials have been
*checking on profxbskmmmg
- allegations” since last year,

" the first time that Lansky
probe

“limited to cazsine’ opzrations
during the 1631-67 period

Y R D Y 3. .

[y . .
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) proht—ckxmmlmg in - Las

Morris- Lansburgh and other

<amubl Cohen, and two othe?’

the filing cf the papers was -

.- was publicly linkzd to their

THE l'\VESTIGATION Is

\‘hhn the Lansburgh-Coher
"g-oup was in coutro!

Pﬁ”@ﬁ

“Joe Eaton during an immuni-

2,

pnce Below)

ty proceeding for Léo Samel-.

ploye.

Samelson, it was leamed
Monday, was the second per-
son to get -immunity .from
prosccution In return for tes~
timony to the Grand Jury.

The first was Bernard
Cohen, manager of the Fla-
mingo's New - York office
when Ifternal Revenus Ser-

‘son, once & Hammgo em-

vice ageats raided it last -

year.

.

THE 1IRS scooped up

"~ hordes of documents and

fater said Cohen accepted
converted securities that had
béen shipped interstate. U.S.
officials say the securities
were gambler's JOUs that
had been removed from the
Flaraingo casino to New
York for under-the-table cols
lections.

At the immunity proceed-
fng. for Samelson, Judge
Eaton was informed that the
Grand Jury v/as investigating
“a conspiracy to defraud the

US.. . . by Morris Lens--

burzh and others.”

Other Justice Department
riaterial produced in court
said that Samielson's testimo-
ny was vilal in regard to
*possivle violations” of in-
come tax lavs and interstate
shipment law violatioas by
“Samuel Cohen, Morris Lans-

"burgh, Sam Belkin, Meyer

Lansky, and Chester Simms.”

Lansburgh, who runs
Miami Beach's Eden Roc and
the King's Inn and Golf Club

in Freeport, appeared before

the Grand Jury this May. He
declinad comment afterward.

Lansky, whose Prohibition
partner the late Buzsy Siegel,
built the Flamingo, was
closely watched in the early
1960s when the fzderal gove
ernmient had an Iateasive,
but not very - productive,
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Dats: ) 627
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Field Office File #: ’ |
, 92-102 92-2831
- MEYER LANSKY:" “" . * = = =
Characten ATI~RACKETEERING
Synop-ls: i e

Ssubject continues to reside at Apartment 16B, 5001
collins Avenue. Subject known- to have traveled to
ceattle, Washington 3 eturned to

DETAILS: ~ , - : S

The subject continues to reside at Apartment -
16B, 5001 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach, Florida. The ‘
subject was observed in usual spots by Bureau agents
during the months of March, April, and May. - - . .

On July 25, 1970, the seattle FBI Office
advised that the subject was noted at the Winthrop
Hotel, Seattle, Washington, and thereafter traveled

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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Date: n)13/70

(Type in plaintext or code)

DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM?‘FM 77 ShS 2: YORK (92-660) (B) il
SUBJECT: ’ ANSKY "t G
L e T, . Classi fed by

Convairbel, 10/30/70. . Declassify on: OADR

3

For the additbnal informatl
Miami, the 11/12/70, eaition of the "NY rimes" carried an
article on LANSKY that was datelined 11/11/70, from Tel
Aviv, israel. The article said LANSKY was staying at

"Dan Hotel" and quoted LANSKY a8 saying iT haven't any set
plans. 1 might pick myself up and leave {£OmorrTov. I don't

© Know.

on of the Buié au and .

The article went on ©

wife are visiting Israel on i month tourist Vv
expire at the end of NovembeT and according to the Ministry
of the Interiro, they have not requested extension of thelr
viasa, nor have the LANSKYS applied for permanent

in Israel. o R S
Bureau and Miami will be‘advised of . any new information

received by NY. __ e e R e o
2 - pureau . ?Q,Q?g/’“gq |
2’ Miami - .t | e U e

; a2 :h't“'wﬁi"-_",‘4-:N0V]4‘Bm .

Al
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i
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MEYER LANSKY, aka

T‘. AI;LINFO :
~ . BEREIN 1S UNCLASSTFIED EXC.
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\“Y o  Miami report of SA—
LEADS
3

MIAMI
At Miami, Florida:

Will follow and report subject's activities
throug observations.
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1 - New York (INFO)(92-4611) , e
(Meyer Lansky Group) — 5 '
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Report of: Office: Miami » Flbrid@.
. Date: c A o

Field Office File #: 92~102 Bureau File #: 922831

Tile: MEYER LANSKY

Character: ANT I~-RACKETEERING

Synopsis: guh ject presently residing in Israel., Newspaper articls

set forth.
-P-
5 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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i DATE__315134 BYRIGSK
-:’ 235,335
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i Meycr Lansky

" ees‘secks respect’

-9

CBy JAMES SAVAGE___

~ Herald Statt Wriler

,four months, and some ex-_
perts believe the “chairman

-y i
- Meyer Lansky has been =
living in Israel for the past--- -

of the board” of U.S. orga- -

nized crime may never return
to this country. .

Ldnsky and his wife, Thel- -

ma, have been based in Tel
Aviv and traveling in the re-
sort areas of [srael since
July, and there are uncon-
firmed rumors that he soon

will apply for Israeli citizen-

ship. :
{ ALTHOUGH the 1!

ould neither confirm ror

i
———

BIL

eny the rumors about Lah.

sky becoming an Israeli citi-
zen, a federal source in New
-York said veteran Lansky-
. watchers'expect him to stay
. in Israel. : -

If Lansky, 67, does remain

-in Israel, his voluntary exile
from the United States would

rank with the year's most
: significant- events in the con-
“tinuing war against “orga-
nized <rime, state and federal

mob experts tald The Herald.

*With a federal grand jury

,jn Miami scrutinizing his
jpast financial dealings in Las

;Vegas, and his sensitivity to

!
the cpntinuing publicity hy's

receiving, Lansky has little
.to look forward to here,”

a state agent said.

_ Internal Revenue agents
working with federal prose-
“cutors from Los Angeles
have been presenting infor-
- mation for several months to
a special Miami grand jury.

" THE INVESTIGATION has
revolved around the payment
of gambling debts by Las
Vegas gamblers who had
credit accounts and paid off

-after taking junket trips to -

“the-Flamingo Hotel and Casi-
-no, federal'soureexsaid,

¢ e o e
It's no secret that-lansky

is the prime target for this
and other continuing investi-
_gations. .- Ll

Lansky probably could not )

be extradited back to the
United States from Isragl on,
Internal Revenue income tax
charges if the current grand,
jury probe. leads to, indict-
" ments, The Herald was told.

. Lansky's other . worry,.
sources told The Herald, is
the;immunity squeeze that

- hasiled to the jailing of sev-i-

;- eral top echelon New York

. Maf.a leaders.’ o

* Jerry Catena, Angelo

- Bruno and other top Mafia

 dons have chosen to go to
jail rather than testify after

.the pgovernment granted

"them complete Iimmunity

= from -prosecution in New

" York. -~ -7 L

L

ONCE GRANTED com-

" plete immunity, & witness
cannot 'refuse to testify
‘under the Fifth Amendment,
which pguarantees freedom
-from self-incrimination.
Faced with the immunity
" dilemma, Lansky like the oth-

ers would face jail for con- -

tempt of court or the un-

pleasant prospect of answer-

“ing all of the government’s
_questions under oath about
‘his career in crime. '

;- The continuing national
‘publicity that Lansky has re-
~ceived during the past year,

‘(Reader’s Digest, described .

.him as “public enemy No.
“1,”) has also taken its toll.

It’s known that Lansky has

-been upset by the continuing
,publicity and the public ex-
.posure he received a.few
“months ago when he stood

-trial and was acquitted here -
ona drugtmatge . l

LTI a it e e Lt g e T

s “LANSKY has r&ChEd
~point In I > where he wa!
“more than nything else
'he treated with respect 8

“Yeft alone. He knows b
*never find that living--..

Miami Beach,” an agent s2

i: “Lansky still maintains

condominium apartment
.'the Seasons South, 5001 €
»lins Ave., Miami Beach.
* wife has returned alone fr
* Israel at least once to att:
i to his private business her
! A number of Lansky a:
| ciates, including his brot
: Jake Lansky, Hymie Sie
‘Harry Stromberg and Yi
_Bloom have made pilgrin
‘es to Israel to visit ©
Meyer since July. =
Another associate, gam

,Al Mones, moved to Is
last month immediately;e
he was indicted here on g
bling charges. He is curre

; listed as a fugitive by
'FBL | o

¢ LANSKY associate rac
: eer Joseph (Doc) Stacher
" permitted to move pe
; nently to Israel in 196:; ;
* he was convicted on inc
! tax charges. He escap
> five year prison terw
: promising to move to Isr.
;" Agents here believe
: trusted associates have
" him informed of his far-
\interests and have serv.
* personal couriers.
*" Federal agents have
. mated Lansky’s persona
tune in secret num
‘ Swiss bank accounts
total as high®as-$300°mil

— e it = A e e S r 3 as ¢
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. . cer eeepsma e a3
T By SAY BUSHINSKY © ¢ " rorvermen
Special Yo The Merald
:TEL AVIV' — Visiting
‘American mobster* Meyer
Lansky “loves” Israel, ac-
‘cording to his wife Thelma,
‘but she refused to say how
long he intends to stay here
i%r if he plans to return to the
S, 7 : h

i Lansky, who has been vis-
jting here on a temporary
wisa since July, occupies a
Tuxurious suite in the seaside
Dan Hotel, o cos
¢ ‘The hotel is one of a chain"
owned by the so-calied
‘Miami group of Israeli inves~
_101:5 which includes Samuel : -
riedland ahd Max Orovitz. ; subject of national publicity,
Lansky, whose role as the ' js.currently under investiga-
merican underworld’s top : tion by a federal grand jury;
inancial wizard has been the,! in Miami. e '

Meyer Lansky |

« +« @ luxury suite

FENPPRYY R

. spread speculation that he

‘available for an Interview,
but his wife did consent to ey

THERE has hpen—»4d i;: '
tends to sell his condomini-
um apartment on Miami.
Beach and live permanently’
inlIsrael ST e

. Lansky himself was un-

speak-frankly about the cou- -~
ple's current stay -in this .

country. She skillfully dodg-"" .
ed questions about her hus-’ S
band’s reported decision to -

- apply for Israeli- citizenship

and to take up residence in-
the Jewish state. Under Isra- °
el's unique “law of the re. -
turn,” no Jew can be denied
entry or citizenship here. Ex-
ceptions have been made, b
though, in cases involving
persons wanted abroad on

- ‘criminal charges, but then d

only by direct order of the:

.. Ministry of the Interior. .. -~

T Y O T T Y Y

ke ™

P L
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“We live just hke you or anyone else — maybe

and we. hcwe nothmg to say to an; newspaper

R T 1oL B B

FIA
’ - -

o ~;;"‘-""-Mf?€- Meyer Lankay .|

MRS. LANSKY said in the
interview she had not slept
_for 24 hours: “I just got in
off a plane — I'm tembly
tited." '

~"'She refused to talk of her
‘husband's present activities
_or future plans. “You must
understand our position,” she
Csald. “Our privacy is being
‘invaded, and we are entitled
'to some.”

! Despite the Lanskys ef-
“Florts to stay out of the lime--
Jight, their presence here has
‘hot gone unnoticed in the .
'iebrew press. One report pub-

~

hshed in an afternoon tabloxd :

told of Lansky heving spent
some time chatting with Is-:

- raeli Finance Minister Pinhas

Sapir. When the cabinet offi-
cial told him about Israel’s
terms for foreign investors,
Lansky was quoted as say-
ing: “Are. you kidding?
You re the real Mafia . . .".

A spokesman for the l-‘l-
nance Ministry promptly de-
nied the story.

MRS, LANSKY bfoke her
restraint only when asked
about how she and her hus-
band feel about Israel.

»

“I'm sure that Mr. Lansky

loves Israel as I do. T was
here several months ago and

* came back — I must like it.

You don’t come back to a
place you don't hke, do
you " ;,-.. .

" Many of the features of
the U.S. commonly associat-

.ed with persons whose ca-

reers parallel Lansky's are
absent in Israel. Gambling
casinos, racetracks and other
betting enterprises are ban-
ned by law. The only legal
game of chance played on a
large scale in this country
are the state lottery and “Su-
pertoto," a weekly soccer

“lished reports, Lansky- husﬁ%

pool However, Lansky may

have a certain amount of )
non-financial credit with™
some Israeli higher-ups if it -
is true that he has donated-

generously to vanous Jewishi %
phﬂanthropies. :

ACCORDING to some pu

business interests in nearby“‘
Lebanon -~ a country to
which one cannot travel di-
rectly from Israel but which

- can be reached easily by two-

one-hour flights using Cy-
{?us as the transfer point.

Mrs Lansky ‘would not sa)4 ‘

:vnere she and her husband
“have been gomg. who they!
* have been seeing or how they
;have  been spending thexr
A * time whxle in Israel.;

- “We have nothmg to offer
The Herald, The Times or
anyone else,” she saxd

" “We live just like you or
anyone else — maybe more
i | quietly — and iwe " have
i nothmg to say to dny news-
. paper.” On these grounds,
she said it would be “ridicu.
lous” for Lansky to glve an
interview,

Commenting on the spate
of news copy generated since
'she and her husband were re-
-ported by The Herald to be
“applying for Israeli citizen-
ship, Mrs. Lansky said: “All
these write-ups are so ridicu-
lous and' take up so much
space and time In the papers

‘ that -it's just utte;l{ ndxcu-
Jous.”, 5

.s.u






By MARGARET C
_ETTT Rarald Sttt Writer b
A former bank president =7
and bigtime Miami Beach
hotel investor was quizzed
recently by federal officials
about any hidden interests he !
or mobster Meyer Lansky
may have had in Las Vegas -
_casinos.
" Rubin Zerlin, ‘of 700 North-
shore Dr., anmn Beach, who
has been an ‘%quity investor
in such hotels as the Deau-
ville, appeared before a spe-
jal federal Grand Jury in
iami, as the government;
xpanded its many-faceted, ;

dorobe of how millions of e
taxed dollars left Vegas. § o

THE FUNDS t'eportedly1
wound up in numbered bank .
accounts in Switzerland — 2
"popular depository for u.s.
mob money slated for mvest—
ment in this country.

After he took the Fifth
Amendment 17 times, Zerlin
was granted immunity from
prosecution by Federal Judge
William Mehrtens and told to
testify to the secret panel.

The Grand Jury and two
U.S. Justice Department ati
m'neys. Robert S. Thalle' )

) éd chhael A. DeFeo arL
gpncentrating on casino prof-

. lt-skxmmmg at the Flamingo
Hotel in the 1960s.

. Prime target of the investi-

* gation is Lansky, who is be-
-lieved to be the investment
brain for organized crime. He
is now In Israel, where he
may apply for citizenship.

LANSKY WAS paid a fin-
der’s fee when the Flamingo
Hotel and Casino in Vegas
was sold to Miami Beach ho-
telmen Morris Lansburgh and .
Samuel Cohen anc_!, .other In-

‘vestors m 1960 :

- Miami Grand Jury proceed-

*_Ings revealed that the IRS ~ e

" believes that “millions of dol-’
.Jars ' yearly were omitted

from.the unreported income -

R R X S A Tl RIS B T S

. S—ARrtial transcripl of the

" of the Flamingo Company”

for about seven years.
1" The questions asked Zerlin
' revealed for the first time

that the Grand Jury is also”

" fooking into possible viola-
tions of a law that prohibits
the use of the U.S. mail to

_.distribute the proceeds of an’

jllegal gambling operation:

(A Las Vegas gambling oper-!f

Ftlon would be megal even

ihough hcensed by the state
-if undisclosed owners or un-

teported income ‘were in-

volved D,

-

the Grand Jury also is check-

ing on whether extortion was °

. used to collect any gambhng

" debts farmed out to other cit-

ies from Vegas. .

. Zerlin, president of Nilrez
Equity & Capital Inc., which
paid $3.2 million for a luxury

high-rise apartment building

I

| ]ury 'S specxfu: interest in him' |

< earlier this year, was told the §

was any knowledge he had ol‘l !
where any skimmed profits

ended up.

"He took the Fifth Amend-
,ment to the following ques- -

- fons but presumably an-

swered in secrecy before the .
-Grand Jury after he was im- ..

munized

'@ “WHAT. WAS the na- f

“ture of your ownership inter-

“est in the Flamingo Compa-

“ny” from 1960 to 19672

“'. @ “HAS IT ever come to
‘your attentin—{rsm any _

 BESIDES THE shafl tew 5
" and tax-dodge allegations, °

, . the Miami National Bank™

APS .,
o ~-',..: 7 "'!

“source 't:hat Sam Cohen and.

-~ Morris Lansburgh held own-

ership interests in the ¥Fla- e
mingo Company in trust for .
! other undisclosed owners. he-

; ‘sides yourself, includin

' Meyer and Jake Lansky?" . -

*, Zerlin was$ also asked if he -
-was sware that Bernard
Cohen, who managed’ the .’
Flamingo’s New York office,
+“delivered the proceeds of
“collections of gambling debts
to Morris Lansburgh end:

ester Simms, one-txme Fla-.
mingo casino manager, f
i DeFeo asked Zerlm if ha'

ever caused any of the skin ‘; L
med funds to be delivered i

+

~ ¢ the Lansky brothers or to be

: deposxted in wass banks
b ierlm, once president L0

“"was one of several persons ,
“who received immunity for - Vi
testimony that the pgovern- )
‘ment believes may show: - -

. possxble violations by Lans-
burgh, " Cohen, Lansky and
others.

1; Lansburgh — who runs th°
,ngs Inn and Golf Club
‘I-‘reeport -— appeared befo

’ *the Grand Jury in May.

e B e RS Sk Ul S
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{ office was visit

TR The Miam , isited ‘on1/27/71:DY.
 CAMPEELL, who identified himself as B Justies D partmer
"He advises he is in .the ﬁrocess”bg;Sett;ngjp” a Dep

_ ney. 2
“'tal Strike Force in Miami separate from the current: Strike
Force here. This gronp,.composed of at least three attorneys
including himself, w111‘concentrate'solélj;on_MEYER LANSKY and:
his associates . O N r",~t‘.‘_~"‘ “':"‘:‘.)“;’:T;L‘; o .'-.nl:.‘:-}’\' ; ) Y

1 - Mr. CAMPBELL states this move is upon the explicit
r”;,g“{instructions'from Assistant Attorney General WILL nyson;,-r
1" "'is the intention of the Department to exert eévery effort. to
A effect prosecution of LANSKY and/or his subordinates.. 'Mr.
1. CAMPBELL feels this can be accomplished only through the effort
1. ofa Strike Force "team" and therefore his group is vitally in:
1 - terested in any and all results of ourA1nvest1gat1ve.etfort”__‘
He is especially desirous ofxasqerpaining,'if possible, LANSKY!

activitiesﬂvhile_inulsraelf
AT ,-ur._CAMPBELLiﬁdéfextended;the full cooperatio

‘this office. He advised}he‘1sfproceed1ng“baqktp:ﬁashihgtgn
where,he'will‘preparé;aAmemOrandum'outlining his proposed 1]
;yestigation_and_this‘will
‘ypstigqtiog,pyithe FBI.

“;’ffﬁréaq%
T - yiami

INFORMATION CONTAINED .

jnclude request for intensive in=

ALL
HEREIN_|S UNCLASSIFIED. =
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LIRS ol e ie T ’
SPECIAL INVESTIGATY DIVISION
Miami office has advid@l of contact by

Departmental Attorney indicating a special
strike force is being established in Miami
area te concentrate on Meyer Lansky and -
associates looking toward prosecution,
"Lansky is we]l-known underworld leader
and prominent in major gambling enterprises
ice July,: 1970, he has been residing in*
Israel and we have been advised he has
sought to assume residential status, He has
been subject of extensive investigation by
Bureau and departed the United States
because he believed he would be prosecuted

and confined to jail in not too distant future.
The Department is in possession of all
investigative reports concerning Lansky.
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'Re Bureau aif£e1 £6’Miami'1/19/71‘ah4“
Legat, Tel Awiv, 1etter to Director 1/11/71.

s Enclosed herewiﬁh are two copies of ‘an article
by NICHOLAS GAGE entitled "The Little Big Man Who Laughs at
‘The Law,” This is a seven-page narrative article concerning
subject, which is being left to the discretion of the Bureau

. as to whether to enclose'with LHM for Legat, Israel.

(1 - Legat, Tel Awiv
(L~ Foreign Liaison U

o

" ;/ V>31 v wS ‘)oLz_ i L
'@-"Bureau (Ence 8) v PMS ’ o "REREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED -

s m e . e an Py ey I R 4 PP LTV &N



e
.

e

U( TED STATES DEPARTMENT OI&_ hSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

InRepb',PIeaseMerao Lroa -
;i FileNe. --oo > Lo !u.ami. Florida

'MEYER' 'LANSKY was born on’ July 4. 1902 in Grodno, Poland The
~records further shcw that LANSKY entered the United Statea:

.~ under the name of MEYER SUCHOWLJANSKY aboard the rss Kurek'

_-'at New York, ‘New. York, on April- 4. 191)., and was admitted a

. a permanent resident,  On September 27, 1928, MEYER LANSKY was
‘naturalized in United States District Court, Eastern D:I.stri.ct

of New York, at which time he changed hic t.ruo name t.o MEYER
WSKY. : v ke : L e ST . Soie A e

Subsequently, ‘United States Attornay. Southern

 District of New York, instituted denaturalization proceediiiéé.

The charges against LANSKY were dism:lseed Hay 28, 1958 due to:

a lack of proaecutive evidenoe

IANSKY oomenced hic criminal career during the 11920

. in New York ‘City as a muscleman in the alcohol wars which®:
. ensusd as a result of the Probibition Era and at that time was
' a member of the Owney Madden Bootleg Gang, He was associated.
“in the New York criminal o:ganizat:lon of nou:ts LEPKE BUCHALTER
. and BENJAMIN "BUGSY® SIEGEL, .The "Bug and Mayer uob'
" rapidly from . New York to Philadelphia. Pittsburgh, and:
E;California. As early as 1938, LANSKY was described ‘as the
‘head of the organized racketeer syndicate with headquarters in

New York City. Among other activities of this syndicate

. _was_the “muscling” of all large professional 'gambling activities
‘}_throughout the Uni.ted States,

" In the late 1930s, LANSKY, with BUGSY SIEGEL, became

- interested in gambl:lng in the Las Vega.s area and during that

KLL INFGRMATION COKRTAINED S .
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DRIE 31534 vp‘sﬂﬁsﬂwsj 702 - f}/»’ // 9 é
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'"forme of gamﬁlihg in Las cha-. From 1946 to: .approximatelysf
Tﬁ1950, LANSKY along w:l.th his brother. - JAKE LANSKY, ‘and VINCENT
ALO were activexy engaged in the operations of ganbuug. i

that. no American gambler. gangster, or rackef.eer' could work
~in Havana without LANSKY*s approval..‘ JAKE LANSKY became th
" casino boss at navana'. most luxuri.ous place,‘ me Hotol.

Subsequent to the fan of the BATISTA Regime in - 5;:'
Cuba in 1958, the new communist regime of FIDEL CASTRO threw:
‘out LANSKY and all other Americans comlected with gambling

sy v
*
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2 On Mard\ 4, pur '
Stat.es Custome Agents “after disembarki.ng from a flight from "
Acapulco, Mexloo. to M.tami, an unlabeled pastic vial containin
" 154 tablets subsequently identified as donnatal was found .-
" in LANSKY's briefcase, Donnatal is a mild sedative haiing_

_ indigestion, et.c. )
_ On Ma.rch 27, 1970, _offlcerc of the Florida Department

jof law enforcement arrested MEYER LANSKY pursuant to a

" 4violatﬁon of a Florida Statute which provides that no person

. may possess “any prescriptlon drug unless the prescripti.on is
obtained by a valid prescription given by a doctors . LANSKY

was charged with both a felony and a misdemeanor under this

" statute, . The maximum penalty under the’ felony ‘would have been
f,ftwo years imprlsomnent. $l,000 fine, or both, ‘and the
",misdemeanor maximum penalty‘ was six months and/or a'ssoo £in

- On June 18, 1970, the Dade County,
Judge directed a verdict of acquittal for LANSKY _,stating ‘that
"the State has failed to prove the material allégations and:
this is vital to the prosecution.
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. 1 - Foreign Liaison
L -2/1T/71

£x4111 |

Airtel

) \RECQ .

ot x.ma'r, 'rel Aviv - :no.

| ffrrom' nirector. rnx
mma unsxv -

. ALL INFORMATION CONTAI
HERLIN IS U\’CLASQII‘I“'D EXCEP3

no Legat 1ot 1/11/71. e

nncloaed are three copiea ot an LHEM 2/5/71 aetttng :
forth background information on Lansky and his criminal .
record. Also enclosed are two copies of an article vhich ,
appeared in “"The Atlantic™ magazine in July, 1970. Two LT
photogtnphs of Lnnsky are also enclosed. bt e el

The article by Nicholas Gage containn soveral i

inaccuracies and is being made available to you as amn

example of the publicity and reputation involving Lansky. °
You should, of course, make it clear to anyone to whom you .-
may desire making available a copy of this article that the

- ¥BI does not vouch for its authentictty or reltability.~w»m

Callahen
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Conrad
Dalbey
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Gale -
Rosen
¢ Tavel
, Walters
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PLanskey, Bugs
°Lanskey, Meyer

OLansky, Bugsy Meyer
OLansky, Bugsy Meyers

OLansky,| Charley The Bug .
CLan Charlie The Bug
s 1Guy
sky Lansky
CLansky,‘Little Bug
e Guy

o ! CLansky, Little Meyer

; ,‘GLansky, Little Myer :
z\eLansky, M. Yy
| {®Lansky, Mayer ' ‘
i |CLansky, Meeyr

‘OLansky, Meyer the Bug

{®Lansky, Meyer J.

iLansky, Meyer The Lug

r59 ' X X3 X%

ABBREVIATIONS

|

|

OLansky, Myer
OLansky, Myles

OLansky, Socks
OLaysky, Meyer
QLazansky, Meyer
Oreiberman, Meye
'OLensky, Meyer
Grieberman, Meye
OLieberman, Morr
OMeyer, The Bug
&Meyer, Bugs '
tMeyer, Bugsy
OMeyer, Little

OMeyers, Bugs
~ @Meyers, Buggs
CGMeyers, Bugsie
Qveyers, Bugsey
. GMeyers, Bugsy
QMeyers, Bugzie
@VMyers, Bugs
OMyers, Bugsy

s o ST

0Suchowl,jansky,
® Suchowl jansky,
@Suchowltansky,

\o Suchowltansky,
29

eyer, Little Meyer ;

alansky, Meyer S.
O Lansky, Meyers--- . _

r

T
1s

‘ 83uchowlansky, Meyer

Maler
Meyer
Meyer
Myer

Add. InfO..cicciverecteanasensasss.Additional information appearing in-
v .this reference which pertains to
Meyer Lansky can be found in the mai




The "New York Times," dated 7/1/59, in an article entitled

"Inquiry Ordered On Title I Award" revealed that Louis Pokrass, head of
the Tele-King Corporation, 855 Sixth Avenue, NYC, described by Robert F
Wagner, Mayor, City to New York, as a former business associate of
Frank Costello, had been selected as a sponsor of a Title I slum-~ -
clearance project. The article further revealed that in 1951 Costello
told the Kefauver Senate Crime Investigating Committee that he
(Costello), Joe Adonis and Meyer Lansky, all notorious racketeers, ..
were assoclated with Pokrass as investors 1n the Consolidated Televisio
Company.




The'New York Post" issue 6f 4/27/66, recorded the following
concerning the entertainment invention Scopitone, of French origin, .
concerning which a Federal Grand Jury’ Yhas been digging into the back-
ground of the American manufacturer, and distributors. Scopitone is
an electrical device that bears the same relationship to the Jukebox

~that television does to radio. The grand jury inferest has apparently
been heightened by some of the names involved in the American distribu-
tion of Scopitone. They are names that command respect in the undere
world. Among them are Gerardo (Jerry) Catena, Meyer Lansky, Vincent
(Jimmy Blue Eyes) Alo and Thomas (Tommy Ryan) Eboli."

: , (continued)




. = . | ‘ . X - = L ?‘ o .

It was noted that it was well established that Catena, Lansky,
Alo and Eboll were among the most influential personalities in racketeex
1ng in the Us a.nd elsewhere.
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CONF IAL

. A Bureau memo enclosed pages from the "Congressional
Record" (66-1731) dated 3/8/67, which set out on pages H2294-H2307
information regarding a statement by Congressman Paul A. Fino (R)
_New York, indicating he requested the Chairman of the Banking and

,"“'Currency Committee to take under consideration the possibllity of a.

committee inquiry into the relationship between American persons. .’
and financial institutions. He included an article from the "Saturday
Evening Post" of 2/25/67, entitled "The Mafia: Shadow of Evil on an®
Island in the Sun"” which commented on the activities of Meyer Lansky..
and his brother, Jake. The article stated "Federal agents estimate
that at least a million dollars a month flowed back to the Mafia in_

. the us through Lansky.”

"Congressional Record" enclose
66-1731-3041 p.2 e

1
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On 4/3/69, SAs observed
—nd an unknown individual together 1in Mliaml Beach. This group
ent to the Diplomat Country Club and shortly thereafter, Meyer Lansky
was also observed at that Club.

On 4/4/69, an attorney with the US Justice Department
asyance of subpoepszes raayesting the appearance

poer On 4/9/69'3
these 1nd1v1duals all appeared before the Federal Grand Jury and took
the 5th Amendment on all questions asked them.

The 4/9/69, issue of the "Chicago Sun-Times" contained an ar
which indicated that the Grand Jury ingquiry in Miaml was apparently
directed toward Jbhn Pullman, who was at that time 1in Lausanne,
Switzerland. Pullman was believed to be the banking expert for syndic
mobsters specializing in hiding their money in coded Swiss bank accoun
This article also stated that Pullman was reportedly a bootlegging o
assoclate of Lansky during the prohibition era. ;

11~
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e Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as ti.e information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBIL.

——  Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

] For your information: : T

jz The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

G0- 2823/~ (176

XXXXXXXKXXXXXKXXKXX
gg DELETED PAGE(S) §
£ NO DUPLICATION FEE §
XXXXXX X FORTHISPAGE X .
XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXX N
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" FEDERAL BUREAU OF JAVESTIGATIO
COMMUNICAT]ONS SECTIO .

MAR 4 1971

STATE 8217

Tt At e R R
. FROM LEGAT TEL AVIV NR223.

nere wsx?? AR, 166-1, BUFILE 92-283

BY EMBASSY CONSULAR OFFICER 0 APPEAR MARCH ‘l‘Eﬂ HEXT, HIAHI.
FLORIDA, BEFORE U. S. GRAND JURY PROCEEDINGS. SUBJEC‘!'

COMMENTED TO EFFECT THAT EARLY DATE OF HARCK TEN HAS 'UNFAIR'
HE DID NOT STATE WHETHER OR NOT HE WOULD RONOR SUBPOENA, BUT

T0 OBTAIN GTR AND EXPENSE MONEY FOR TRAVEL

RECEIVED: !MSAM ELR

" HEREIN

e, 'Soyarl...

ON MARCH FOUR HINETEEU SEVENTYO&E S!}BJECT SERVED SUBPOE!A

| lAl.L lNFORMATlON CONTAINED
S UNCLASSIFIED

DATE J5/%4 avé._ﬁé'dw

o3
Mr. Tolson ..
| Mr. Snllinn..

soriiy v

Mr.BrennanC:

“'| Mr. Callahan.

Mr. Cuper_.
Mr. Conrad...

- atr. Datbey
‘ gﬁr Gale_ 7
Mr. Rosen...

Mr, Tavel.
Mr. Walters.

INDICATED ME WOULD PROCEED TO EMBASSY UNKNOWN DATE IN FUTURE

335,’355

Eaee




777 By teletype dated 8/4/71, ‘

advised: On March 4, 1971, subject served subpoenn by
Embassy consular officer to appear March 10, next, Miami,
Florida, before U. 8. Grand Jury proceedings. “Subject -
commented to effect that early date of March 10 was. "unruir.
He did not state whether or not he would honor subpoenn, but’
indicated he would proceed to Embassy unknow

B

information,

— N‘AlLED 4

<971

Tolson |
Sullivan

Mohr

Bishop
Brennan, C.D.
Callahan
Casper
Conrad

Dalbey ) ' S R LEREIN s u CLASSIFIED °

F:‘: e s _ . : 4 Bygﬁgg](mf
golsen . v ] - - ) N . N o 935.25 :

Tavel
Walters
Soyars
Tele. Rao,
Holmes
Gandy

a8

o g e e




4-750 (2-7-79) 3 n 3’—?7

"7 - . __ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

____1 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

m Deleted under exemption(s) b l b . CL b '7 D with no segregéble_

material available for release to you.
Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

{1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[T]  Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
: , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

e Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
¢s the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

—  Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

(] For your information: ‘ . TR

w The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
92 24301171 (/pag)

73 3830~ N 75(2p04 400
92 -k &3/- //?9(9(]9%

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXKKX

‘ DELETED PAGE®S) X

- o NO DUPLICATION FEE §

XXXXXX : : X FORTHIS PAGE X

KXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXX T

FBi/00J



] _ o . v . ;FEDSRAL BUREAU OF IVIsT: GAT!OK -
P Wt s COMMUNICATIONS SECTION s

‘_mmn we PLAIN
847PM NITEL 3-11-71 cx.s

T0 DIRECTOR §2-2831
) FROM MIAMI. sz-mz 'qu>

o : :\3 ; : - ‘

‘Hown A3
al o;r Anti—Racketearing

PEYER LANSKY m ER.

P

-~

REB RTE FIFTH LAST . . .
Al 0, 8. District Court, SouTzr‘rn Dnsﬁm‘f'of F/onda_

HEARING HELD usDT, 8BE, MIAMI s VITH MOTION TO QUASH '

_ SUBPOENA SERVED ON LANSKY FOR HIS APPEARANCE TENTH LAST BEFORE

Federal Grand Jury
usGsd , MIAMI.

JUDGE C. CLYDE ATKINS UPHELD ISSUANCE OF SUBPOENA AND

ORDERED LANSKY TO BE IN MIAMI ELEVENTH INSTANT.

" ABOVE FOR INFORMATION. EX104 P o
WD o RE(‘, 'A?c? 4?3/’/400
ACK YOR MESSG NUMBERS‘ @22 811 . | | 6 AR 151971
KPT FBI WASH oL, -

62 MAR24 1871 : " ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
. HEREIN IS WNCLASSEED | o

T - DATF- 4 ey Pieseibm
; ?11 S‘ - . o . .' K 9352-55 -y

s
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION o
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

5 Page(s) withheld éntirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion. '

[ﬁ Deleted under exemption(s) b 9~ b S IQ IO 7D - with no_éegregéglé .  ;

material available for release to you.
Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. '
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[T1 Document(s) originating with the followmg government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

———— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBL

——  Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

K ] For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

Jda-a§3/-NR 3-8-7/

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKX

‘ § DELETED PAGE(S) §

T ; ; { NO DUPLICATION FEE §

XXXXXX X FORTHISPAGE X

XXXXXX XXXXXXXKXXXXKXXKKKK
XXXXXX

FBI/DOJY



4-750 (2-7-79)

3

XXXXXX

°

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) b ’1 C/ b 7.D ' .with no segregéble

material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
i , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); i
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

da-2831-130 (|meq)

T2 -AF3(- (20 (2 maqeod

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKX
DELETED PAGE(S) §

. ‘ NO DUPLICATION FEE §
X FORTHIS PAGE X
XXXXXXXXKXXXKXXKKXXK

FBI/DOJ
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following stahements; where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) b ‘ E 7 C, with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pértained_only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only..

Document(s) originating with the followmg government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response bo you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

‘Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

For your information: ' . B

w The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

GR - 2831 - /903

R XXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXKXX
SR § DELETED PAGE(S) §
§NO DUPLICATION FEE §

FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXXXXXXKXKKK

FBi/DOJ
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-7 'scoff. They say be's’a pooter wmilt{aillionaize -- about §35 million.’ What does

ase receipt
(Mapatched bhtch 18,

Excius fve:

Specisl Justice Dept. Strike Force Created To
X-Ray Organized Crime by Tracing Lansky's Mil
By Vlctor Riesel ) s
z o
. l Vashlngton' =~ There is no more agile artful dodger tban__}?_yu

! repv.u:edly the underworld' luvestment _counselor; allcgedly the financial cops (¥
i ! of old Hurder, Inc,; reportedl.y the "conuectton" between t:he combina, “of which

‘ the late Vito Genovese was boss of bosses, and the men who baukroll the "other"
‘l mobs., 5 = :

There have been éeputsble estimates that Meyer Lanaky is worth the equal of

__ the Kennedy family fortune -- sbout $400 to §500 willion. But the speéiausts Sl

be do with his money? Hbete did he mke it? ihy did he know vtrtually 311 the
gory characters of a gtim underworld? Is he really their financisl vizard? 1s . L
he truly the combinatinn s specialist in infiltrating legitimate business?
Is this gentle, 68-ycat-old, grandfatherly "little man", who hasn't touched
& gun in 40 years, if ever, the nearest thing to an untouchable, & national F
Mr. Big? Or is he just a real estate operator, an angle guy, & New York busi-
nessman who retired to Florida and hit some lucky jackpots? 2 '
1 That's all uncertain. But there is one very definite thing about Meyer
{Lansky ~~ he 1is the first man, to my knowledge, ever to rate a full-fledged,
special Justice Dept. coordinated anti-crime strike force all to himself. o
Théte are 17 federal strike forces. The first began in Buffalo, N.Y. The
" last one set up shop some weeks ago in Kansas City, Mo. They are geographic.
" The Lansky strike force is subject-or:l.ented. It operates out of Washington. It
is headed by a razor-sharp specisl attorney. And it has i{ts full complement’ of -
Internal Revenue agents -- for it i{s digging deeply into Mr. I.ansky's financial
. empire. ) _
' This strike force operation is a phantom’ force. Its operatives don't report- —
to any one city at any one time. They are, for example, watching the Mami Grand )
Jury which had Lansky subpensed 4in Tel Aviv about two weeks ago. He wes requested
§ to show at 9:30 a.m. in Miami on March 11, ’
Of course he didn't. He rarely does. And why should he? He's a tourist
now, scme 8,000 wiles distant. But that grand jury is only one of the strike

[ NN

force's tools. It also is seeking his connections and possible monies "earned"
} from the old Flamingo Hotel lnAI;.a;sLVegas'.
However, that's just a ptobe 1nto alleged skimming. The phantom strike
force here wants to unravel Lansky's intricato bomks; hia holdings, his hotels,
e

9;

of ‘Wis i:eaL.,és&ate developmenta‘ his counections with Wall Strect operations, with

nome labor leaders and with the units of organized crime.

" If this can be done, if his holdings - in trucking; In transportation, -
'even of old; in mines; in factorfes; in the juke box business; the television
set production and distribution field, just to name & few endeavors =- can be
traced to the beginning, the Justice Dept. may, for the first time, geti to the

ibard core of ''the organization."
" ‘ &}% % -

3
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s a very daring Ocept. ce:tainly t a are few :
as lamgky. Or as capable of producing millio dolmg:ftdgtaﬁepm
too long ago he was negotiating with a French firm fot rights to a jukabox
7 combiution. : i . _
T The Prench businesamen said, fine, but really can you ptodu;:e, what abm:t’
putting up $5 milldon as a guarantee? Lansky left quietly. The next day he
tossed a banker s check for $5 million on the table.~ "It was.drawn on & Mss
bank. Eundreds of millions of doliars could be at hta ftngertips.:
If be wants money he does not need to call conferences as would some otheta
of the combine to parcel out pieces of the action, He has it. And be is the one.
who can go to e politico, be it in Nassau,B.W.I., or any major American ctt)" md :
say thi.s is shac you will get, this is your cut -= and the monzy wﬂl come,
o Acrosa %ta quiet path have come men such as Carloa Marcello of Lou:lsiana, v
allegedly a membet of the crime combine's National Commhaian,oxd prankie costello,'
the late "Dandy" Phil Rastel, and mobsters so powerful that they've been sble t° ’ o

[keep their auonymlty through the years.
- Lansky, who has been in everything from cosl min
gamblins houses, has worked in tandem with the 66-year-old Vi.ncent {Jinmy Blue
Eyes) Alo of a ‘posh Manhattan, ‘West stde stree: just off Fifth Ave. Jinmy ‘Blue

Eyes 18 in the combine once hesded by Vito Genovese.' Which means that there 18
considerable pol:l:i.ca and heavy '

ing to electronics and lush -

|
x
i
| dep influence in some unions, wuch business,
, investments.

‘r ' The word from the wise is tbat if you want ©

' Maf{s cowbines you get to Lansky to get to Jiomy Blue Eyes.
t to Alo and he sits down with Lansky and the meet

spot in New York or somewhere in San .

o make a connection with the
1f you want to make

; it from the other side you ge

is made. It could be in an East &4lst St.
;Francisco or Geneva, Switzerland.

g Vincent Alo (according to such dedicated probers as ‘
Job.n Bughea, head of the Joint legislative Committee on Criwe) took over from ::“
tFrankie Costello as the reported neoordinator” of the national syndicate.

| So the sati-crime strike force, devoting itself to just one man and his
And we may yet understand the nature, in depth,

New York State Senator

;miuions, may yet hit pay dirt.
. jof that cravliug thing called organized crime. ‘ o

(All Rights Reserved)

LI e e e e
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From Publishers-Ball Syndicate . B . ] o
30 Eest 42nd Street, New York, New York 10017 a c EB
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"NR@1Z 1M PLAIN
§11PM NITEL 3-24=71 CLS

. T0 DIRECTOR 92-2831
FROM MIAMI sz-tzz P .Qﬁ >

also tn“” ol ﬁi_gukneerins

CHANGED. MEYER LANSKY , AR - FUGI'IIVE,

TITLE OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS CHANGED TO ADD FUGITIVE STATUS. :
LANSKY INDICTED BY FEDERAL GRAND JURY, MIAMI, FLORIDA,

THIS DATE FOR VIOLATION SECTION FOUR ZERO ONE, TITLE EIGHIEEN,

U. S' M
1iSe, FOR CRIMINAL CONTEMPT OF FEDERAL GRAND JURY, MIAMI. ‘

© TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BOKD RECOMMENDED. ARREST WARRANT =
" NATI1ONAL CRIME /rvra/e,m

ISSUED THIS._DATE. SUBJECT BEING ENTERED yerc.

L T
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. ,';‘..,:_r‘;“s tAY 6 Y m » ' ’ i

o L 9,)} 0-79 :5
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HOODXX HOLD T ?‘ 75? °° /- /J”
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ACK FOR YOUR NR'S @18 15 807 069 B17 o1z

ey VAASH nc 'FBI AND HLD S T '?Fi?f“ |
. N —

q/.a - 77 BLLINFORMATION CONTAINED

u A . . HEREIN IS YNCLASSIFIED
-k — - DATE. 3\5 t4 BYSQ\Q_s_g!w i
cof o ' MR SULLIVEN FOR THE D :

o e 5 | 235,553
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rron mroctor, ¥BI

" mvEn LANSKY, aka ! REC
FIGITOE -

Re lliami teletypa 3/24/71. .

" Referenced teletype adv:lsos varrant 1ssued 8/24/71.
If not already done, Miami immediately submit PM&

Since available information indicates Lanaky in

Tel Aviv, Isrgel, if not already done, Miami furnish letter-
head memoarandum for Legat, Te 80 furnish Washington
Field Office information to n Passport Office, -
Department of State., If not already done, you should also .
consider contacting the U, 8, Attarney regarding restricting

subject's passport for retnrn to U, 8, only, If this type -
action is desired, the U, 8, Attorney desiring prosecution ot
subject should direct a letter to Directar, Passport Office,
Department of State, Washington, D, C, This letter should
contain description of subject, brief statement of charges .
. and enclose a certified copy of the Faderal complaint and
varrant cw indictment and vmant. R

8 Tolson
Sulliven
Mohe __
Bishop
Brennan, C.D. e
Callahan
Casper
Conrad
Dalbey
Felt
Gn\e
Bosen

Tavel
Walters
Soyars

Tele. Room:
Holmes

" Gendy . MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT 3

e~

.r.
Lo

AN DL'\QLL‘C’
LY. N
L ' A & AL INFORMATION CONTAINED
Ty “HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
A PRE 7'%/“?/ Dﬁta__l_,..evilﬁsgﬁzcsis
35,

— e e+
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" Meyer Lansky, notorious gambling czar, -
was indicted by Federal Grand Jury, Miami,
Florida, 3/24/71, for contempt, Lansky
failed to appear on 3/11/71, in answer to -
subpoena to testify before grand jury ;%
inquiring into hoodlum "skimming" of funds
and ownership of Las Vegas casinos, Lansky
has been residing in Israel since July, 1970,
Arrest warrant has been issued and bond

recommended at $200,000,

-

HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED =
pATE_3isl3A  pySRIGSK(Om)
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_ INSTRUCTIONS - Revéise side

TR e e dn e @i L T L Rl
.
.

" v
o

Director, FBI  (92-2831) mAn 3/30/71
Att: hpvcuﬂ Inwmlmniw« Ihunmn ' o Ee vm.
" K] Initinl Submission’
‘ I (92-102) O Supplements FD-GS dated
[:] Photograph not needed i
. SKY, aka -~ Indicatc followmg:
PUGITIYE [T] Rac:al Militant /
' [ New Left" L
ﬁm‘/ /ayckzzzfzm’e; () Other Socurity bnckgronnd
, [:] Nonv of these, ‘ o N
Caution MKE [Nume o ; } o oo T NAM Sex SEX Racfl
: L] ' MEYER LANSKY - o - M|y
Bisthpluce k NAT|Birth Date  DOBJHeight HGT|Weight WGT|Hair R
Grodno_, Poland ' 7/4/02 56" 140 BR-GY
131 No. l[Eyes JVnnhle Scurs, Murks. Tutloos, etr. ) N R o\
- B ‘ , L : - SR - 1
NCIC Fingeprint Classification - FPC] Other Identifying Number MNU [social Security # 7'
e e e e e ' i A
(.0 rntor’s License Number OLN Operator’s License State —GT.S Year Expire 7~

Offonse: Churged OFF Criminal aniemnt_nf.reﬂgral.mm_,lnry_ _liml,_ﬂm:ug___

1. S. Code, Title nd Section __11t1€ 18, Section 401
Warmrant luaued By U‘s‘ District Court limi Fl‘ t 4z 71

Date PRV or Bond Defuult Case Refonml to Office

Wir. O. Flle # (

82-102

\hu elmeoun ﬁs Fingemprint Classification (Henry S\st:
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN S UNCLASSIFIED -~
| PATE 5‘24 BYSPLBSKIomS
. ; - 3351735
o LICENSE PLATE AND VEHICLE INFORMATION = - "

" {Lichase Plate Number . LIC[State 7 LIS]Yeur Expires LIY [License Plate Type _ i
i;:r"l;t"l.t—-'-lvvk'ntiﬁominn 4 ViN|Ycar VYR Make YMA|Model VMO [style - ‘ VST | Color v
\h 1o “Mexer the__nug u mler’ hg Additional ldmﬁﬁers.’ — . . ‘ i

ansk . .. oo - " i

?%gg ttle Me
Lazansky, ris Leberm
Meyer\S 3Suchow1tan8J ,

Suchowlansky

-AQ
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¥ R S - mmucnous

N Cauhon (MKE) lnsert "C" in block uf caution stalemt nt mdlcated. . Bams fnr cnutmu slatement mnst appear m

. Miscellaneous block, e.g. anmued and dangerous. Cied . .
2 Name (NAM) - Place name in this block. Aliasées are not to be entered in thls block at’ are tobe placed in 7
Aliases block. ———ae . :

3. Sex {SEX) - Sex will be designated by one letl.er. M (mele) or F (fema!e). “ ey

4. Race {RAC) - Race will be.dencribed by one letter, W (white), N (ﬁegm). 1 (Indian), C (Chmese). J (Jupanese)
O (all other). Mexicans who are not definitely Indian or other non~white should be ‘described as W

5. Birthplace (NAT) - Indicate city and state or, if foreign bom, city and country.” Where mulnple bmhpla« es are
reported, list verified birthplace or that which appears most fog:ca,l in this bloQ 4 h e

6. Birth Date (DOB) - Enter as month, day and year. Where multiple birth détes are teported eater venﬁed bmh
date or that which appears most logtcal in this block. Place other dat.es of bu-th m Addmonal ldenuﬁers Hlock.

7. Height (HGT) - Express in feet and inches, e.g.,- 60"
_ 8. Weight (WGT) - Express in poiinds. Omit fractions. ~ . T 1
9. Hair (HAl) - Color hair to be described as BK (black), BR (hrown). BN (blond or strawherry blondy, RD (ted o(;
aubum), WH (white), GY (gray or partially gray), SN (sandy), XX (unknown), 00 (bald). (ll‘ haar present and
baldmg. code hair color and enter *balding® in Mlscellaneoua block). . : .

10. Eyes - Indicate color of eyes. - o

11. Visible Scars, Mcrks, Tattoos, etc. (VSM) - l'lace in this block only appropriate VCl( coding for visible scars,
. marks, tatloos, birthmarks, defomities, missing body parts and artificial body parts es defined in NCIC Operating’
Manual. 1f more than one VSM is to be entered, use Additional Identifiers block for additional eppropriately
coded items. Use Miscellaneous block to describe all scars, marks, tattoos, etc. which ure not defined in the
NCIC Operating Manual und te more fully describe VSM's which have been entered in VSM block. For exumple,
an appendectomy scar, not being readily visible, would be described in the Miscellaneous block. A tattoo on -
right arm, shown a8 TAT R ARM.in \(Sd block, might be further deacnbed in stcelluneous hlo(.k 88 a rose '

. tattoo on inside &f lower nght ann. .
12 NCIC Fingerprint Clossification (FPC) - Enter NCIC fingerprint clsss:ﬁcahon. ’

13. Other ldentifyingNumber (MNU) - Miscellanevus numbers may be entercd with upproprmtc ldcnhﬁers (prcfaxes) .
as shown below. For firet miscellaueous identif; {mg number, use MNU block. When military service number is -
in fact Social Security Account Number, the number should be entered in hoth MNU and SOC blocks. Addmonal

identifying numbers are placed in Additiona) Identifiers block. The identifier (prefix) should precedo the
number and be separated from the number by use of a hyp en.,

AF - Air Force Scrial Number

AR - Alien Registration Number

AS Army Serial Number, National Guard Senal Number or, A)r Nuuonal Gunrd
- Serial Numb.r {regardless of State) .

[ o

-
N

* €G- U. 8 Coast Guard Serial Number = "3 ... ' i7it % =
MD Marmer s Document or ldenuﬁcanon Number e D :"2 e =
MC - Marme Corps Serinl*Number * h o :,r&:a ~
MP - Royal Cunacian Mounted Pulice Identification Number =z .
NS - Navy Serial Number hsm
PP - Passport Number Smg ~N
PS - Port Security Card Number zg o :’
'$S5 - Selective Service Number b x
VA - Veterans Administration Claim Number < -

3

14. Fingerprint clossification (Henry System) - The Henry System fingerprint classification 18 to be placed in thf)
biock, when available. o nat enter i NCIC.

15. Sociol Security Number (SOC) - Place subject’s Social Security Account Number in this block. .
16. Operator’'s LicenseNumber - Place subject’s ope NG Ni3nse number :?‘U}g block. Also show licensing

state (OL.8) and year license expires (ny'ivg‘lSB]\m ik
17. Warrant ssued By- On- (DO & In Becuped Pede(hl RyoaM 0;@5‘ ngl{ A (7.“3 3d HOW block.
18. Miscellaneovs (M Wé’ f-ﬁt@;aal pertinent infonnation in this Llock. 3 lﬂ#m slatament used, basis for

statement must be se &om in thiv block.
19. License Plote and Vehic fnlo(@m

Ft‘ BEnalion i :m .8“; ol in vehicle km-wn R 1 lw
it the porscssion of subject in upp prit u und @n(l In utum h--udnu.. .

Additional lde !‘sﬂ snter infonmution eoncoriing additionl lidenne plutos tnumlner, slote, your expiren, and wher
appliciable, typel; Es‘ sly 'uml’x tH; o erator’s humw number, stade mmd véur o spirés; vehicle mfummuun )
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ADDENDUM OF W. B. SOYARS, JR. 4-2-71 - WBS:c;\:t}"
' The Department is establishing a new Strike Force in Washington, _

D. C., to investigatve financial dealings of Meyer Lansky and associates and
a Bureau representative is requested. The Director has previously approved
_.our assigning to Strike Forces operating in the field a supervisor who follows
ies of the Sirike Foree, maintains liaison, protects Bureau interests;
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CRIMINAL INFLUENCE AND Ac'rxvx'nr
OF MEYER LANSKY GROUP ..’
ANTI-RACKETEERING

Re New Ybrk

« airtel 3/20/71

and possibly other important investigations, if you can -
handle this matter in manner New York has requested. If this
can be accomplished within the scope of your .
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At the requeét of Mr‘ R. J. Campbell, isor Arthur
Ware of this Section conferred on the project whi has been ..o
{dpssigned to this task force, namely, the investig on of Meyer

_7 Lansky and the organized crime elements associate ’w1th him,

_ campbell stated that this task force consists of.
hxmself as attorney-in-charge, assisted by four additional™ ™
! attorneys, two investigators from Internal Revenue Service, and’;
ne-f two investigators from Securities and Exchange Commission. This
Q?& strike force will be located in five offices in the Justice e
Q! A/ Building with Campbell's office being Room 2722. Campbell statec
‘ 571‘; that as the investigation develops, it is possible that some of _
&Z;;’ the attorneys will spend more time in New York Miami, and‘other
) areas,

J

The task force has been assigned to determine if Meyer

nsky has a criminal organization behind h1m, its nature and
extent, and will be particularly interested in the investment of
Lansky and his associates in various business enterprises. .
Campbell is of the belief that Lansky has available-an unlimlted
amount of funds to invest in such things as real estate, hotels,
banks, and other legitimate businesses., These funds are .
apparently the fruits of “skimming" from casinos and poss1b1y;
other illegal operations.

He expects to proceed along the lines of ident1fying-~
Lansky's associates who appeared on a list in Lansky's possessio:
when he was arrested in Miami on a charge of illegal possession
of drugs. He will also review all the background information
available on Lansky's associates in the Miami area as well as
Las Vegas, New York, and elsewhere. He believes that he will
ultimately be able to establish violations of Title IX of the

1970 Oorganized Crime Control Act (investment of ille }.funds
in legitimate businesses), o 9’ fi
' ECORDED
1 -~ Mr. Gale NOTR \
1 - Mr. Staffeld 200 AR 14 WA /
1 - Mr. W CONTINUED - OVER
[l = e

“"ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

_ ARVW:ra

i’ ; 4) HERE!NzllS ngmsswﬁgmw -

3 [ 4 s
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Memorandum to Mr. Gale
Re: Strike Force Number Eighteen

Mr. Campbell said that he was primarily interested
in the FBI bringing up to date criminal intelligence ’t'A%ﬁgp
investigations on Lansky's associates as an initial step
in his operation. .He is in the process of preparing a list
of such cases and will submit his requests as soon as he has
them prepared.

The responsibilities of the Bureau in organized
crime matters were reviewed with Campbell who advised that
he has been an attorney working on Internal Revenue Service
cases for the past five years. He expressed admiration for
the Bureau's investigative ability and expressed a desire to:
handle his assignment in such a manner that he could gain
the confidence and cooperation of the FBI.

ACTION: '
For information. \/ ', - ‘ $’c’>

R e Lillai s acwies D onbe-dlauns Aactratis bl
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,, FBI-
.. Date: 4/9/71

G gl

TO: ' DIRECTOR, FBI (92-2831)
 rmow: | shc, WP (52-138) (R

FUGITIVE

PR

Ro your airtel dated 4/1/71

s Subject's file in the Passport Office, Department o
State was reviewed by SA KENNETH J. HASER on 4/9/71 and was
found to contain the following additional information since
submission of WFO airtel of 2/6/70. - = . .- o ool

R By letter to the Passport Office dated 3/25/71, one
EDMUND EAGEN, 1620 Pennsylvania Street, Denver, Colorado,
inquired of the Passport Office as to the question of dual:..
 nationality with respect to the United States and Israel.’” The'
" 'reply of the Passport Office to this individual dated 4/5/71
" "pelated that the State Department does. not have a'list of person
who have both United States andilsraeli'passpdrts;"The,Passport
. - Office believes that only a person who possesses both nation-
~alities would be entitled to obtain a passport from each
" ceuntry. Since dual nationality is the result of separat

\ e . 3

7 gometimes conflicting, laws of different countries, the United
.. States recognizes that some United States citizens may also be
" nationals of another state, e $ S0 g

T _The reply continued that a United States citizen does
" not violate Federal law solely by obtaining and using 2 foreign
) passport outside the United States’ ;A person who possesses:’ i
- {77~ both United States and Israeli nationality would normally need

B meciss 7

i =& G@}Bﬁféaﬁﬂj
| 5 | Zomdami (0
~ 1-WFO . -

& e

TY e T AL INFORMATION CONTAIN
KJH:sag A0 " HEREIN_|S UNCLASSIFIED < ©
(6) ., , Y02/ DATE SLN By

Approved: .
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= Yor the completion of the information in the ©
I.ansky case, furnish. details on the indictment of Lansky--
and others returned 3/25/71 by the rederal grand jury

Tolaon
Sutliven
Moby e
Buhop
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- Chicago = Pnc. {(4)::
Detroit = “Eno. (4) O
Las Vegas = lnc. (4)

'nmmg._x, mrumncs m m,

. " MEYER LANSKY GROUP _ ..
m I-RACKETEERING

' “which cbpies ‘6f this airtel ‘are ‘directed are two copies 6?,the
pepartment:letter dated 4/14/71, which is self-explanatory.
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“Transm

o

Re_ Bureau letter to

o Attached hereto is one copy of an article which
appeared in the Miami Beach, Florida Sun reflecting the: i
entire content of the indictment against subject, SAM COHEN
and MORRIS LANSBURGH, per request in referenced letter. -
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-conspirators Rubin Zerlin and Lou Poller

Sam Cohen. by the Federal Grand Jury.)

THE GRAND JURY CHARGES _

Commencing prior to May 31, 1960. and continuing
to and including the returr of this indictment in the
Southern District of Florida and elsewhere defendants
Flamingo Company, Meyer Lansky, Sam Cohen, Morris
Lansburgh, Sam Belkin and Jerry Gordon and their
unindicted . co-conspirators Rubin Zerlin, Lou Poller,
Chester Simms (now deceased) and others tothe Grand

Jury unknown agreed, combined, confederatedand con-
spired together to commn offenses agamst the Umted

States; that is;

To trave! in and use facumes in interstate and
forecign commerce between the Southern District of
Florida, Nevada, New York, Switzerlandand elsewhere
with the intent to establish, promote, manage and carry
on and facilitate the establishment promotion, manage-

ment and carrying on of an unlawful activity and to

distribute the proceeds of the operation and sale of
said unlawful activity, that is a business enterprise

involving gambling in violation of the laws of Nevada, -

specifically. Nevada Revised Statutes...of the Nevada
Gaming Commission and their predecessor statutes
and regulations, and thereafter to perform acts of
establishment, promotion, management and carrying on
and distribution of proceeds from said unlawful activity
in violation of Section 1952, Title 18, United States
Code.

The means by which this conspiracy was to be aq
complished were as follows:

Defendant Meyer Lansky, one of the ongmal cong,
volling interests in the Flamingo Hotel and Casino,
Clark County, Nevada, would cause defendants Fla-
mingo Company, Sam Cohen and Morris Lansburgh to
purchase the Flamingo from Hotel Flamingo. Inc.,
and Albert Parvin in or about May, 1960, and there-
after cause payments totalling $200,000 to be made
from the proceeds of the Flamingo operation during
the continuation of the conspiracy through Hotel
Flamingo. Inc., and the Albert Parvin Foundation
10 Meyer Lansky.

Defendants Flamingo Company, Sam Cohen, Morns
Lansburgh and other named and unknown co-conspira-
tors would apply for and receive gambling licenses
and renewals thereof from the State of Nevada for
operation of the Flamingo hotel and casino and would
conceal from state authorities the interest and right
to receive proceeds from the Flamingo of Meyer
Lansky and others.

Defendants Flamingo Company, Morris Lansburgh,
Jerry Gordon and Sam Belkin and unindicted co-con-
spirator Chester Simms and others unknown to the
Grand Jury would operate the gambling casino of the
Flamingo and conceal from Nevada gambling authori-
ties and the United States Treasury Department the
true casino receipts by understating approximately
$2,000,000 or more of casino income yearly.

Defendants Lansburgh and Cohen and unindicted co-
would
negotiate ‘the sale of the Flamingo on behalf of
the named defendants and conspirators and other un-
known co-conspirators and in order to securea higher

price would reveal that approximately $2,000,000
yearly in unreported proceeds f{rom the Flamingo

wollTobrvailable for distribution after the deremgant

'

(E,DIIQB.S NOTE. The following is the C hdxctment '
issued against Mever Lansky, Morris Lansourgh aud

.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) =
© «  Plaintiff

ey

v, k .
FLAMINGO COMPANY T
A Nevada Corporatxon, )
MEYER LANSKY,
SAM COHEN -
MORRIS LANSBURGH,
SAM BELKIN, v
- JERRY’ GORDON meET
Defendents

Vyvvvu

Lansky had been paxd his portion of the sale price in .

cash.

unknown co-conspirators would cause these unreported
proceeds of the Flamingo operation to be distributed
in interstate and foreign commerce between the South-
ern District of Florida .and Nevada, New York, wat
zerland and elsewhere. - vl

In order to effect the obJects of the consplracy and
in futherance thereof the named defendants and unin-
dicted conspirators and unknown co-conspirators’
committed various overt acts in the Southern Dis-
trict of Florida and elsewhere, including the following:

OVERT ACTS

1. On or about September 7, 1960, Meyer Lansky
Executed an agreement requiring Hotel Flamingo, Inc.,
to pay Lansky $200,000.

B 2. At quarterly intervals beginning on or about
January 2, 1961, and- continuing through 1966, Meyer
-Lansky received payments in Hollywood, Florida, of
$6,250 per quarter from Flamingo Company proceeds
through the Albert Parvin Foundation.

3. During the months of January and February,
1965, in Dade County, Florida, and Clark County, Ne-
vada, Morris Lansburgh, Sam Cohen, Rubin Zerlin
and Lou Poller engaged in negotiations with a potenti-

al purchaser of the Flamingo hotel and casino, —
4. On or about March 29, 1965, Morris Lansburgh -

sent correspondence from Clark County, Nevada, to
the Flamingo New York office concernmg unrecorded

gambling debts owed to the Flamingo.- - AR

5. On or about August 20, 1966, in Clark County,

‘ Nevada, Morris Lansburgh received a 1966 Cadillae

in payment of an unrecorded gambling debt owed to
the Flamingo.

6. On or about December 8, 1366, in Clark County,
Nevada, Chester Simms received a 1967 Cadillac auto-
mobile in payment of an unrecorded gambling debt
owed to the Flamingo. ’

7. On or about December 30, 1966, and March 31,
June 30 and September 8, 1967, Meyer Lansky received
gyments in Hollywood, Florida, totalling $50,000 from

amingo Company roceeds throughthe A
Fouffa'iﬁan‘s P ¢ lm-tf-a-:ﬂ

The named defendants and conspirators ‘and other < -~

!
I

> & s MEFPP VIS k2T i)
R G i A .
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SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

No.

18 v.s.c. B 371;‘Cbnspiracy

8. At approximately. monthly mtervals during the -~ = .
period from May, 1960, to September, 1967, the exact
dates being 1o the Grand Jury unxnown, Morris Lans-
burgh, Chester Simms and unknown co- conspirators
received large amounts of currency from employees
of the Flamingo’s New York office.

9. On or about June 3, 1966, Jerry Gordon signed
and caused to be filed the corporate tax return of the
Flamingo Company for the Fiscal year endmg March
31, 1966. .

10. On or about June 13, 1967. Jerry Gordon signed
and caused to be filed the corporate tax return of the
Flamingo Company for the fiscal year ending March
31, 1967,

11, Onor abont December 2, 1968, in Los Angeles,
California, Morris Lansburgh signed and caused to be
filed the corporate tax return for the Flamingo Com-
pany for the fiscal year ending March 31, 1968.

12, On various dates during the continuation of the
conspiracy Sam Cohen, Morris Lansburgh, Rubi Zerlin,
Lou Poller and unknown co-conspirators caused the de-~
posit of large amounts of currency to the account of
Exchange and Investment Bank of Switzerland at
fMiami National Bank, Miami, Florida, and the trans.
;r‘unal to Switzerland of proceeds of the Flammgo

eration.

All in violation of Section 371, Title 18, Umtqd _
States Code.

T
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In viev ot snbject 's poqpiblo location in Israel’
and since he has boen issued U, 8, Passport A-068670, it is
believed appropriate at this time dhat ; 8, Attorney,; .
_l:lni, Florida, be contacted to deterai y AL he intends

» ‘notod that mmgton H.eld au-ui dated -
4/9/71 furnished your office @ copy of a guideline to cover
fugitive cases 'herein umwtmasport uctioa niﬂ:t ,"'

S R On 5/26/71 lurrsy Stun, !xtradiuon Atta'my o, 85
. nepn.rment of Justice, Washington, P, C,, advised that to his
- knowledge the U, 8, Attorney in Niami has made no formal
.. request to place restrlcuons on the passport of Lansky, .
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Sullivan _
Mohr

Bishop
Breanan, C.D.
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