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ANTIfRACKETEERING

Synopsis: .

{'lp, ) o
/ 7/}9’
Centennial Exposition,held 1937 on Council Bluffs, Iowa,

Park Board property called Dodge Park Fairgrounds, immediately
across Missouri River from Omaha, Nebr., was financlal faillure
and creditors to amount. of approximately $12,000.00 were .
largely Couricil Bluffs business men. Centennial Exposition
Creditors ®btained five-year lease on part of Dodge Park
Fairgrounds from Councill Bluffs, Iowa, Park Board in 5/41
and assigned lease to LANSKY and associates, dba Dodge Park
Kennel Club in 5/41, Terms were $1000.00 per week for minimum
of five weeks each season. Arrangements made so Creditors of
Centennial Exposition were paid off from rental paid to Park
Board. LANSKY and WILLIAM SYMS (said to be deceased) built track
and facilitlies on this property spring of 1941, cost estimated
50,0000 to $100 000.00, and operated dog-race.track summers ef
1941 1942, and 1943, did not reopen thereafter. Iowa had anti-
gambling law and there had been no dog-race track in Council
Bluffs before that time., Council Bluffs attorney, who was
Cguntyti'tbrney in 1941, states he questioned whether track would
state law and checked with Attorney General of Iowa,
JE: 3 qt was all right; states if any payoff, would have bsﬁp
gt~ state'lev?///sald Attorney General, above, deceased.
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' SYNOPSIS CONT: -

‘Persons interviewed say LANSKY and -
associates maintained excellent public relations, were 1avish '
spenders, hired all local people except key employees, and

ran a "clean t¥rack." LANSKY resided Council Bluffs while Sl
operating track. No record for LANSKY at PDs and SOs, Council
Bluffs, Iowa, and Omaha, Nebraska. IN VIEW OF SUBJECT's _f cL
BACKGROUND AND FORMER ARREST FOR HOMICIDE HE SHOULD BE BN
CONSIDERED DANGEROUS - , T A

DETAILS: C

The following informatidiecemcerning MEYER LANSKY and the
Dodge Park Kennel Club,:& ' dog-racing track operated in
Council Bluffs, Iowa, during the summers of 1941, 1942, and

1943, was obtained from—~the morgue of the Omaha World Herald
newspaper by SA‘on March 10, 1958, and b n1 C.
April T,. 1958 - - < e
'July 23, 1941, Issue‘-

L D T

Dog races started July 11 1941 "An Toption' system

has been operated at the track Spectators at the

races under this plan can purchase an tinterest! in

a dog. If the dog wins, the spectator turns his

interest back at a profit since the dog's valuelms
increased. If the dog loses, the spectator 8 3nterest"/-'
is forfelted because the dog 1s worthless., ‘

" The article mentions that the race track lease 1s" e
producing money to pay off debts of the 1ll-fated RN
Centennial Exposition of the late 1930'5.,ﬁ: » e

3.August b, 1941.%.hm,rﬁﬂ'}foig&»»ﬂ} '

SR e e e e e

A man by Ehe“name~of JOE W. TRUE, Avoca, Iowa, filed
a suit to{hali: the dog races.
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August 5, 1931.

EDWEBD WHITE Carroll Iowa, Attorney for JOE TRUE
asked for. Grand Jury investigation, stating Everybody
g,knows the option .is . Just a subterfuge. - WHITE called’
it a "flagrant violation of the law,” and said law '
enforcement offlcers in the county did not have the
‘courage to enforce the 1aw., e .

September 24 1941.J

A spokesman for the Centennial Exposition. Creditors.

said $12,000.00 was owed to the Creditors and they -
received $8,000.00 during the first racing season in

1941, The article said the City Park Board leased.

the buildings and grounds to: the Centennial Exposition
Creditors Association, which in turn assigned the lease -
to the Kennel Club. The Park Board assigned a $12,000. 00
interest in the lease to the Creditors Association.- Lo

October 14, 1941: .

The track ppened July 11, 1941, and ran fifty-six nights.
The track was located at the old Centennial Grounds in
Dodge Park, Council Bluffs, Iowa, and the operators .
paid $1, 000. 00 per week rental, of which $8,000.00 -

"was paid to Creditors {62 Council Bluffs and Omaha -
business,firms_and individuals) who held unpaid bills -
for the financlally unsuccessful Centennial Exposition .
in 1937. The track has a five-year lease with a five-
year renewal. option. :

October 28, 1941.

MEYER LANSKY and WILLIAM SYMS built a permanent track
estimated to cost $50,000.00. The suit by JOE TRUE,
~Avoca, Iowa, was dropped and TRUE was quoted as saying,
"I am not convinced the enterprise (dog racing) is a’

gambllng institution nor a racket , A
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————

October 29, 1941'

- JOE -TRUE dropped the: suit which had asked a- restrahlng
‘order against the races.. The defendants. in the ‘suit _
were the operators of the track (LANSKY and SYMS),:;A"'

© the City of’ Council Bluffs: and ‘the Park- Commission.»
- TRUE's former attorney sald TRUE could not dlsmiss

system was a gambling nuisance..vﬁ.:
_November 8 1941."

JOE TRUE dropped out as plaintiff 1n the sult to stop
the dog races,. but a district Jjudge directed County -
Attorney ROY SMITH to prosecute the action to Judgment.
- SMITH sald he was ready to bring the _case to the Grand
Jury.‘n - e A : . Lo

'_January 17, 1942

County Attorney ROY SMITH said ‘he would seek a court
‘order at the March term of District Court on the request
for an injunction filed by JOE W. TRUE., SMITH said,

"It will be up to the court to decide whether or not the
operations at the track constitute a parimutuel betting
(prohibited by state 1aw) or are option transactions.,

L T

A"_March 12 1942' B

"The Grand Jury failed to take action in January, 1942
‘County Attorney SMITH said he would wait until June,
1942, District Court Term to ask a court order on the
‘injunction to halt the races.

December 31, 1942

County Attorney ROY SMITH flled a motion for dlsmissal
A “of the action regarding. the dog-race track, saying the
ik .. . Grand Jury had looked into it. The article states .
Eats" B c - the Grand Jury failed to hand in. any finding. g‘*
SMITH was, to leave office’ January l 1943
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__‘mApril 6 1944

" An article stated the Centennial Exposition Creditors“"“
,.had received all: of their money. 3

‘April 20, 1946

Dodge Park Kennel Club 3perated 1n 1941 1942 and
‘1943, and was closed in 1944 and 1945 S :

June 27, 1946 f B ‘;i'_k R

State authorities warned operation of dog’ races at
Council Bluffs would not be permitted and that any.
such operation would result in prosecution under the
State Anti-Gambling Statute. The: ‘article noted the-

- _track had operated three seasons under the theory that -

options were not gambling. WILLIAM SYMS, Co~operator - ‘
of ‘the track, sald in view of this, he would discontinue
‘operating the track and leave. & = . .

April 9, 1948:

&

;zPlans were made to revive dog racing in Council Bluffs.
‘WILLIAM SYMS and MEYER LANSKY, former co-owners of the =
"Dodge Park Kennel Club, had been contacted - ‘regarding -
plans for a new. dog track south of the limits of. Council .

“73,B1uffs. This was admitted by an officer of the Grenville

'M. Dodge Post #737 of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

The article said the track would face two obstacles:

l., The State Anti-~Gambling ruling which closed the

~track in June, 1946, The track had operated three

seasons by selling options en the Greyhounds. The owners
contended selling and redeeming the option slips was not ..
gambling. The question was brought to a District Court -

-~ sult, but the case was never tried. -2. The County's

. own, current gambling crackdown. The article said the -
- VFW was scheduled to receive the’ %ate receipts of " the
. track before the crackdown in 194 The Kennel Club -
~ was also to have paid the city a weekly rental or
. $l 200 OO s

,;r{\..{';,.\, Ve et .
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The morgue of the Co ncil Bluffs Nonpareil newspaper was: . E'IQ.

. examined by SA *on prolE0, 1958, and the following:

~information concern 'ngEA~f SKY and the Dodge Park Kennel
Club was obtained S R, :

The July 6, 1941, iss,‘ f,ad photographs of the

els at the Dodge Park Treck.

- PAUL HARTWELL was prd8 ihg judge and FRANK HARTWELL -

was the scale clerk
May 29, 1943

ESfo o _ '_The third season of Greyhound racing was to begin._
T S WILLIAM SYMS was 1isted as general manager.:ﬁA o

._The 1lowin interview re conducted by SAs Pb"]&
On March 11 1958 —L"Q

advised as followss t;?

someone told him
a gramdsfand type building was being built on City Park land
Just north of the approach to the bridge across the Missouri
River from Council Bluffs, Iowa, to Omaha, Nebraska. He said
he had not noticed it and did not know what it was for.
Shortly "thereafter, Chief of Police PAT BANGS, now deceased,
called him in and told him a grandstand and other facilities
were being erected on city property as described above, and
that dog races would be run there. b C

LANSKY and WILLIAM SYMS, both
ollywood Florida, where they were running a dog track,
were to be the builders and operators of the track in
Council Bluffs.

-~ _The track was built by LANSKY and SYMS and was operated by
’chzm for-three seasons, the summer seasons of 1941, 1942 and
1943. ~ .
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 es did not operate after 1943, but that

!n !!e sprifg ‘Y46, LANSKY and SYMS began fo paint and

repair the:"‘j, “for reopening. . .Some opposition arose, . . f
icularly ¥n the press, and the dog track did not reopen.

& sald he heard that SYMS died a couple of years ago in _

Florida. o , S DT ) -
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He recalled the City Council and Park Board had some discussions
and disagreements because the Council wanted some of .the '
money being pald by the Kennel Club. ~ He believed ‘the track
_dld not reopen after runninv for- ears because’ of
"change of administration."” said the

track ‘was well run and fthere. & trouble 4in cennection’
with it. He believed LANSKY and ‘SYMS both 1lived at the -
Chieftain Hotel in Council Bluffs. (It is noted the Chleftain
Hotel has no records for that period.) -

"]316,
p1b

furnished the follewing information on March 17, 1958:

e ‘proposition concerning the - operation
ack on Fark Board property was brought up . .
and City Council meeting about. 1941 and. was.>‘f“

sald the track was - .
€. was experienced whatsoever.

operated and that no tro

- knew LANSKY and SYMS -and said SYMS. is deceased.gs
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‘He said.they had come o Council Bluffs to. work at the track -
from Hollywood, Florida, ‘where. ‘he understood - they had worked . -
~at dog-race tracks.  He believed- they had. returned to Hollywood"j
vFlorida, when the. track An: Council Bluffslc ased opé ti'n. e R

urnished  the- following information
on March 20 1958 - .

said arrangements had been made to. operate i
. track on the same property and part 6f the money received )
was to go to the Creditors of the Centennis Ex-osition, who

were leading Councll Bluffs citizens y

R e o
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replied that it was not to ﬁake money in Council Bluffs, but
rather to provide a track for his bookies on the east coast
to take bets onfE? __“\ﬁﬁfﬁ?*i,ed his Plorida track was
closed during ¥ mer and By

it would be ina

q recalled the track paid $l OOO 00 a week to the Ci’cy o
and the first $12,000.00 was to go to the Creditors of = -
the Centennial Exposition. S ‘ :

q:»ecalled LANSKY and SYMS stayed Me Chieftain Hotel
n Council Bluffs with a couple of "breads®™ from New York
-wit i1 they moved to the home of a Dr. STERNHILL in Council
Se@ruffs., He said LANSKY and SYMS spenfmomey lavishly and
trled to get along with everyone, ob‘ i1y to keep anybody
Lrow n,omplaining.__» C : o L e

He recalled
LANSKY and SYMS were free spenders and they had two women
with them. They moved from the Chieftaln to the home of
Dr. ISAAC STERNHILL, who was in the service for a time.’

) “located at 729 Forest Drive, Council Bluffs.
. eard about the vacant home and referred
S em o the S ILLs,. . LANSKY and SYMS, the two women,"

SYMS' fourteen-year-old son and a colored mald 1ived at the
emeovuTLI, home.  They paid $200.00 a month, ve
STERNHILL an extra $100.00 when they left. elieved
.they stayed 1n‘th1s house for one summer while operating the =
dog track. A ,




Rren

.j'shows and contests.

s Mrecalled MEYER LANSKY and said-
- had worked at the track part of the time. He said LANSKY .

S e— -
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m Council Bluffs, Iowa, on
pril 7, 1958, made available. the official minutes .of. the fwﬂfii,.,

ffBoardof Park Commissioners, Council Bluffs, Iowa,_ The s
‘minutes for May 17, 1941, ‘showed members of the Park Board
as FRANK PETERSON, President; ‘HENRY . MEYER, Vice President

© ‘and WALTER GUGLER, Secretary. “The minutes ‘showed a 1ease;‘ .
- ‘agreement with the Centennial Exposition Creditors of - s e o -
~Council Bluffs for part of the Dodge Park Fairgrounds for

-five years, starting June 1, 1941, weekly rental of $1,000. 00
for a minimum period of five weeks between June 1 and October
31 of each year, for purposes of staging public exhibitions,,

The minutes for May 29, 1941, showed the lease above was .- o
assigned from the Centennial. Exposition Creditors of Council T
Bluffs to the Dodge Park Kennel Club !s_si

e B w

-and SYMS were very good tippers and he thought they lived

~at the Chieftain Hotel in Council Bluffs most of the time- b’b
and possibly at the Blackstone Hotel in Omaha, Nebraska.

he Credltors
of e Centennilal Exposition and they were .to get. $12 000.00
-from the operators of the Dodge ‘Park Kennel Club “He said - :
they received this three years that the.dog.uu.'

O Regi y Generat FRED D.
EVERETT ha ied on June 17, 1940, and that ‘JOHN M, RANKIN had
been appeinted Attorney- General in his place. RANKIN was

then elected as. General in November, 1940 for 8-
two-year term said RANKIN 1s deceased


































































































































































































































