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4-694 (Rev.

10-18-94) ' ‘

U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535

Lucille Ball
Subject of Request:

FOIPA No. /190-

Dear Requester:

Enclosed are copies of documents from FBI records. Excisions have been made to protect information
exempt from disclosure pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (Freedom of Information Act) and/
or Section 552a (Privacy Act). In addition, where excisions were made, the appropriate exempting subsections
have been cited opposite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld in their entirety, a deleted page
information sheet has been substituted showing the reasons or basis for the deletion. The subsections cited
for withholding information from the enclosed documents are marked below:

Section 552 Section 552a
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(See Form 4-694a, enclosed, for an explanation of these exemptions.) ﬂ%‘z

Pursuant to your request, 149 pages(s) were reviewed and & page(s) are being

released.
During the review of material pertinent to the subject of your request, documents were located which

D originated with another Government agency(ies).
These documents were referred to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

D contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by
the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the
other agency(ies).



K] If you desire, you may appeal any denials contained herein. Appeals should be directed in writing to the
Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, Flag Building, Suite 570,

Washington, D.C. 20530, within thirty days from receipt of this letter. The envelope and the letter
should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal” or "Information Appeal." Please cite the
FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified.

] The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject of your request was

the subject of the investigation. There are additional references to the subject(s) of your request in files
relating to other individuals, organizations, events or activities. These additional mentions or references
have not been reviewed to determine if, in fact, they are identifiable with the subject(s) of your request.

Our experience has shown that such references are frequently similar to information contained in the

processed main file(s). We will process these references if you now make a specific request for them.
However, because of a significant increase in FOIPA requests and an expanding backlog, we have given

priority to the processing of main investigative files and can only complete the processing of these
additional references as time and resources permit

K] See additional information which follows.

Sincerely yours,

Chief

Freedom of Information-
Privacy Acts Section

Information Resources Division

Enclosures (2 )

The enclosed material is from the main file maintained at

FBIHQ, the corresponding OO main file and cross-references
maintained in our Los Angeles field office.
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FILE DESCRIPTION
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The sbdove informetion 4s beinp sutnitted tar the 1nformation of the
Bureau. Jt is to be noted that additional information concerning Kiss BALL S
was sutmitted by Los Angeles letter to the Director, dated 10/2/51, ontitled @1?'6 j
| SECURITY BATTER-C". /~w - zza( C V-3 -
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O Ce ; m-'?'d um - 'nmm‘u 8 ATES GOVERNMENT
S e e, Tolatn § L e Sept, 11, %583 B

—‘:':gou ' L. B.Nichols

éf T » called to inquire if we could give any
¥ guidance on Lucille Ball, the television actress. I asked him what
s« is angle was. -Be then stated had a notation earlier -.
7 . Bhis week about a prominent television actress being turned up as -
‘.4 Commmist; that their los Angeles manager had checked the
" registration records (I assume voting registration records) and o
.4 found Lucille Ball was listed as a Commumnist in 1936 and 1938, The - -
.24 handwriting was identical and they have shecked the address back to -
“:ghe sddress of the Lucille Ball who is the motress. - . . - =~ 4=

' "7 tola @Y that I had beard a rumble; that the Bouse
"comittee was holding some hearings and that he might want to csheck

with them as they may have turned up something like this. BHe stated
that this probably was the explanation; ‘they would sheck further,

ec - Mr, ladd " . \’ .
. #r. Belmont . . ' ({’j ’A e
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. -FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
“FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

' £ ‘Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
— 1 - -gtatements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

e _D Deletions were made pursuant to. the exemptions indicated below thh no segregable material
" Tisi. available for release to you.

E Section 552 o ' ‘ .. <ABection 552a
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O Informatxon pertmned only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject aof your .
request.

[ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only

D Documents ongmated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
%o that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. , -

~=Pages contain information Turnished by another Govemment agency(xes) Fou will be . - -2~ .
wdvmed by the FBI as to the nleasabxhty of -this mformanon followxng our oonsultatxon man I
--with the other agency(xes) . : )

Page(s) thhheld for the followmg reason(s)

210 For your information: ___
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- ‘Pursuant to your rcqueat of September 14, 1853,
’/ 1 Burwu Jiles were reviewed concerning Lucille Ball nnd her

/V/ - |nutband, ezt arnaz. .%MWMM&EM_
/3 concerning Ball, dorn dugus 911, Jamestown, New York.
<8 Kecoras, toli;jornia Secretary ot Sfate ?eélect bz:llE $n 1936,
sioned g certificate as saponsor for i » 8 8 o
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.. Memo to The Directess
Bes LUCILLE BALLy

o On Sepfcnq,cr 44
S5 . our files on Lucflle Bi: :
"7 7 complete search of our Wim qac mgde concerning fh
- including all probable name"‘bariéttons.

SR No. inucsﬂgatton:%sell was conducted M
L ”Burcau. - i : ‘ ~-:—; 3 ;

“Ball Va8 DOrRrORSuNERT- 1911, at J’ameat
{-rrolew York, the daughter . afwkenry ¥, and Desiree Ball.,
e “education consiated 0/ A1gh schegland dramatic schov
A -8he married Dezi Arncz on New ,‘_v..'.80 1940. :Bal.l hab:
7 ,employed as 8 motion p‘i'
R n_~ejtczcvtoion lé’f’ﬂa? 88T

3gc, L'altfornta. =
ography, 1952) :

e

.

[orn ia Secrctar

Ferlect that Lucillelgull

ok 84 e & arih Ugden drive, Log .4nge
alifornia, atgncd gertific ‘sponsors jor i‘ntl ZPreed;
o Communist Forty candidade ¥y ¢ Mssemdly, S7th Distric:
936; $hat Zuctlle: “Balliwa¥: ipi fnted on dhe State t'cntra‘l ==

L'outttn of the L'ouxm st Far
; 2 R 3




Memo to The Director | m EN“N.

< .~ Re: IUCILLE BALL; ' | .

(These sponsoring
T cates contained the statement that the sponsor ts a
aenbcr of the FPurty to which the candtdate being cponsorcd
Delonga {100-119-57, poge 17)

Bccords of the chtatrar of Iotera for I.oa 4n elea
County, Zos dngeles, California, reflected that #
Lucille Ball, 4334 North Ogden Prive, Los Anp
JCalifornia, rcgtatcred 20 vote . ‘




oYYt . . Reno M. ¥ole, © Hollywood ®writer and on osdnitted
. Jormer Communist porty member in Los 4dngeles, golifornic, .
. ~“Jurnished o sworn deposition to the Assembdly Fuot Finding
ozmittee on Un-American Activities tn California tn 1943.

C
She stated that $n 1837 she attended a Communist Porty aev
aenders ! class ot the Aome of actress Lucille Ball. ~Jale

odded that Ball was mot present at the meeting dut that the

person tn charge (untdentified) .specifically stated shat T
Zucille Boll knew the character of the meeting aond epproved
11j gove this

of tts taking place in Aer Aome. ¥Yole origina
4l tnformation tn Aer sppearcnoe before the Dies Committee ot
'"Beaumont, Tezas, On July 825 1940. (100-860-667-2; Dies
F) '“"’,,f_ - .

“Committee Hearings, Volume poge 1816) - iivi:
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; Jno;o ¢he Direo

-~

- 100-353406-4, page 9)

. ~¥he ®Daily Worker,® gssue of 4pril 10, 1851, ‘

~ “eontained an article captioned "Where Are the Big Stars Who

.. Once Opposed the Un-Amerioons.” The article csks mhere
"@gll of the Jomous Hollywood stars were ®who attacked the yirst

hRearings of the HCUA and are RO® silent about the then hearings
of the HCUA. -dmong those Hollywood personalities nomned a8
prevjously deing opposed to the HCUA was Zucille Ball. {100~

8 158754-835, -page
Miscellan eouss o’ _
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— Hollywood Independent \ _
; £P). - The ICCASP 18 cited g8 o Comnunist &

giogrgghicgz Data:

: Arnoz, as Desiderio ilberto Arnaz y de Acha, 111,
was Lorn on Morch 2,-1817, 0l Santtago,-Luba, He was educated
at Colegic ae Lclores, 6 Jesuit Prep School at Santiago, Cuba. SR
He served os a staf/ sergeant, United States Army kedical L e
corps, for three pears during world #ar Il. He s ¢ ausictan  °

- yond actor by profession. (Eis Aaerican citizenship status o

“ ¥otion Picture ond R e

is unknown). (Current Biography, 1652;
Television 4dlmanac, 1952-1355.) L , . .

. Informgtion Contained $n bureau Files: o
: : " o tnvestigation 0f Arnox has been conducted by fthe
naureou. C . T
“o ... .4 FebruaTy 28, 1946, -$ssue of ghe "Californioc Eagle,” ... =

o Los Angeles newspaper, contained an erticle entitled "Stars .
- Intersperse Talks for FEPC on Progran ot Shrine Auditorium RS
 Show.® (FEFC signifies Fair Employment Practices Commission). -

.22 The grticle stated that Dezi arncz was one of the many enter-

tainers who arpeared on the show which was sponsored by the .-:- ‘

Citizens Comnittee of Arts, Sciences

ond Professions (ICCAS , Tz
Jront by the Congressional Conmittee On Un-Amertcan Activities
House Repo dpted,‘pru_zs, ‘2950, -:{100-185-26-181, -page 3)
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100-348958-183 page 11
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What are the facts? ______
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ALL TNPORMATION CONTAIRED
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Oﬁice Memomndum e UNITED snnss GOVERNMENT

. Tolosa ;<

g0 Mr. Tolson 1/ DATR: Dct. 26, }5’)3 >4
5"*"" ' L. B. Nichols TR T i%;
S - - —
. ZNOBJRCT : N Jorvdond
- ' . I ~ s ins Gond

T TR

: '—caued ey have scheduled Luc
4 Ball for the cover of the future issue o}& azine.
- wondered if there was anything new on Lucille=Ball and her $0- -
. "called Red affiliations. I told &x doubted very much we .-

could be of any assistance to her and I knew mothing offhand and she = f
-mhight want to check with the House Committee on Un-Amencan Activities. , - .
She stated she would do this. (g)

/ < @

>

cc: Mr. Ladd . -
Mr. Belmont

-.u-

*RF(’:ORDED so _jgog Ljuu}f 3
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T e lon-bor 2}, 1953
£ N S 3 '- “— 0 CoUla i
L Jansstowm, lon !ork ‘
R T LIS TR TS

m- amnu has nnduotod no hnltiptlon un-‘ :
c-urn!.ng tbo saptioned individual, :Zowever, wur £1les

=T -peflect the fo lovlng wcmtien oonctmx.ng thc .nbjoct-
Fiipey] @F your inquiry. ... -

g e ’ Mcoﬂlng to tbo oﬂ‘h al
ST 8eeretar of State, Lucille Ba
| 13))"vort: Ogoen
" “z- " 'signed eertificates @8 sponsors for Emi)} Freed, a ¢

munut
* Party candidate for asseadly, S7th Distriet, 4n 19363 that -
© Lueille Ball was appointed on the Btate Central

. rar |
_ of Voters for Los les County, Los Angolu. mu'om.. e
. Zeflected that Lueille » AU North <

Opden Drive, Los Anse o8, Ca tc;z

Ball
fornia é to wote as ]
mmu“ w18, 35

‘ )






_;;-f'_f-sac. ms -AﬁGEIBS (100-&1702)"
O & .

’ '“. ST .u.nlromuou eonmtm

i - SERSIN 1§ UNCLASSIFIED :755_

. | ",;‘!leBulet datea 1/18/52 captioned "CP, U.8.A., S
D - DISTRICT 13, Los Angeles Division, 1S-C" and _ —'.‘d ,
ciwm: et Lo gemyAlr-Tel to Bureau 9 1/53 captioned "HOUSE e s

“. . -COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES".

T T “*“l'he aub:ect furnished an executive statement to = -
-ilILI.IAM A, VHEELER, West Coast Representative, House Committee
© - on Un-American Activities, on September 4, 1953, at Hollywood, . -
California. BALL stated that in 1936 she registered to vote
as a Coommunist or intended to vote the Communist Party ticket
because her grandfather, FRED HUNT, now deceased, wanted her e
to register as such, S8he stated that FRED HUNT had beena + .
1Socialist all his life and she had registered as a Commmist L%
-2 : to make him happy and to do him a favor, she ltated ahe at - -
N no time intended to vote as a Communist, - : R

-

= - "BALL stated she has nev':;r been a member of the , - = -,
‘comuniat Pairty to "her knowledge"; had never been asked to

~ become a Communist Party member; d4id not ever attend any
... meetings which she later discovered .were Communist Party _
- ‘meetings; 4id not know whether or not any meetings were ever o
. held at her home at 1344 North Ogden Drive; stated she did not )
mow EMIL FREED and if he had appointed her as & delegate to - =5

.-the State Central Committee of the Communist Party in 1936 it

-»uas done without her kmowledge or consent; did mnot recall
aigning the document sponsoring EMIL FPREED for the Communist
‘Party nomination to the office of member of the assembly of -
. ~the 5T7th District; and has never heard of the Califormia .= :
" Conference for Repeal of the Criminal Syndicalism Act, the
.. Bouthern California Council for consututional mshtn, OF il
the co-n.ttee ror the 1st mmlment - ]

Y raview "of tbe lub:ect'a tne reflocts no tctivity
‘would warrant her inclusion on the Becurity Index. “The -
bject's f£ile 18 being maintained in a closed status, 'On
- tober 30, 1953, the Washington Pield Office %ﬂn
--108 Angeles Office with a sopy of the subject's cutive -~

tatement uhich 1- J.ocated 1n loa Anseles rno 100@702

-4
Ly, 1




SEFEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 2z = I
e nps, . B30 Broadway | - Ll -
% 3553k g an Blegoy Oailfornta

... -Ootober 1, 95k . i .
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L ~ 77 "Zhe House Committee en Un-American Activities
=77 held hearings at San Diego, California from April 19
) ' te April 22, 1954. The results of these hnrtnf'
o .. 8re reported in Invu::g:tion of Communist Activities
-%L- 2 4n the State ef Oalifo %o (Part 2-10)

- . Information eonserning the above-captioned
Person appears as follows: o

TE I L e 3, Page hS2S

< - ___"On Pebruary 2ij, 1953, during the Sestimony of :
x® -/ STANLEY B, HANCOCK, cinmtion Manager, Lo ;::{and ST
 Dally Press, Jamaloa, Long Island, New York, a discussion
. ---Arose eoncerning the fact that the State Comnittes of
~ the Commmunist Party was ecmposed of persons who Were )
. ot astually State leaders., O ssman DOXKALD L, _
~JACKSON sommented that Miss LUCILLE BALL, who was a A
sz Lo Sember f She State Committes, had stated in an aff ‘
~. . I, ~.davit Shat she had mo knowledge or recollection of ~ .
" ... ‘having been 80 appoimted, @ - . .. .

TN tart B, Pages BTI0, RTIY, RS CES e
S DT eem 19, 195} DANIEL POMEROY SAYLOR, Zos . i,
-Angeles, Oalifornia, who $estified he had been & mesber

4’!52 ﬂi N

PR N

Yu }‘

.5._‘:",;,

8




of She Cc-nnhthrty fronm 1935 until 19&1001» iont!.-
. £4¢4 eone the State Committee that although the mame

- 82 LUCILLE was on the Committes, TAYLOR believed
-She was mever a Cemmunist, | B

~____Sudsequently during TAYLOR's testimony, Congress- CE
“man JACKSON ocommented that the LUCILLE BALL matter shomld
Do more elearly put in the record, He stated Shat although - .- -
~‘Miss BALL had knowledge of registration 4in the Comrunist R
. Party she denied any astivity or of having attended any L

’:u-ti. functions during the period of $ime she was rogls-

- Since this snaoot"' resides within the Serritery
of the Los eles DI

‘ sion, mo reccmmendation is boing :
.made by 8an Diego eoncerning the placing or ret

on OFr removal Of her mame from the Sagmty Index, same

-being left to the discretion of the Office of Origin,

Very truly yours, , - Co

A/ !.?fn.ts g
| Sesiidligmt aoree |

- - EI




. ”"'*oo: Los Angeles ° R A |
LY 57 nevinet Bated 1/18/52 Gaptioned, 'oo-naut party, U3, -
) wm.t 13, 30s Angeles Division, Internal lcenrity - c'; end ;.

: =3 8an Plego Jetter %o ihe Pirector ¢ gated 30/21

e MR PRI R W S L AR BT ‘f”';:-‘.’.'

T o my utcx;ouood 8an Diego letter the Bureau naidﬂud

S or ‘She testimony of STANLEY B. BANCOCK en 2/24/53 and DANIEL romor
. 4PAYLOR on 8/19 defore the Bouse co-ntn o ln-horienn T
T ~~1ct1v1t£u upuug the sadjest.: T e . S

- -amis gubject furnished an eiscutive .tltount to the -
m mch was ut‘ out in m m.lel httcr ‘ltod 12/16/53

L Tame oub:oct" fuo unoctu 0o actiutiu that 'ould S
R —tamnt her dnclusion on the Buurzty Index. .- - ‘ ~ S

=+ 7. -ume subject’s file 1s being nm:-ma u 2 s1cu0d & tltu. ;

e

IR '.--:...:.e;gaaasu:«af."///f.‘f YEEN 3
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. actions.

r. 3. Bdgar Noover

ALL INFORMATION eouiam )

 MEMIN z ﬁussxrnp
~Pear Nr. Hoover: N , '

I read your interview with Vincent X. Plaherty pudlished
14n the Los Angeles Examiner, October 22 and 23, (ecopies enclosed)

;:7'4...
R T

N

. Jeome kind since 1t lists lLucy and Desi among your favorite
::tertumn who you think set a good example for the youth of
erica. A

Lucllle Pall voted for the Communist Party and was appointed
48 & member of the Central Committee for the Communist Party. S8She
insisted that she 414 this because her poor old grandfather was -
111 and that she had no dealings with communists on her ewn. 3
Yet, ten years later--with no contact of any kind--grandpa had )
passed on--when a communist speaker who is to make & radio 7;
broadcast falls 1ll--the communist know exactly where to reach ~\

her and that she would be their willing stooge and she takes
joff from her Job to broadcast for them. Again, she says,
"I certainly was mever in sympathy with the 'Dmtryks', I
can't remember any of the other mames.” -4ell, 4n the 1idrary
there was & book by one of the Hollywood ten-- and it has
‘]| forewerds of sympathy and support by movie stars---anéd there
is Lucille Ball with her words of sympathy and support. .
- ""Bhe has never said she was sorry anor ashamed of these -
-8ince I'm one of the 955 of Americans who think ~ - - T
; ::i J*-mu- Hoover 1s the greatest--would you mind elarifying . .
8 for me. : . T el TR E TR o

s T

- jand I am wondering if there i1s mot a mistake or misquote of RN ?’
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in' Mo mzws
AT el E -8 °
" st veek while vi#i Eb’ ‘Edgar Hoover in his

gton head ¢ Director of the Fed--

.— B (hopetully) the
-3 / . el yeJuvm.ﬂe daunquency Mr. Hoover was vividly
; -7 Lo tm e nmmekof the films mmnm‘g tt.lm
; ) a ere. He e eatur.

’ lng ?fﬁmne violen‘p; u:S degenéuy ‘
The chief of the G-Men believes there are
) hnndredso!mderfulctoﬂesm can be told on the
N .. . ®creen which could be beneficial, rather than destrue-
s ave. hBe is eonvtinegﬁe a bxggvie can offer the l:nttnmtcel

) entertainment w spirltunl upnmng an

Ve . duuﬂoml. 8 y
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& . Youthfnl Curiosity S
2/ /A . When they atvertise a movie for adults enly
they know wha they are doing,” heuld. “lt mnsu

e | the youngsters and

T e ‘.8 menanedamﬂedmemmh'm& Co 2
o Jme James, a murderer, mmdmdrel. - Tl
- &'Juselmumatuﬂbleuatun,"henﬂ. . , T
', 7 @He broke his mother’s beart. Yet, youngsters sreve R
H hdtobdlﬂehemqhgro." . ]
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ﬂr.:. Bdgar Hoover S
- Director - ' AR

... Pederal Bureau of Investegation - : =
~Jederal Bldg. o . ‘ - :
Mashington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover: - - T P T At E

: The young people of our church have becoxe verjf Vixiﬁuisifii'e .
“yegerding 'different. internutional as well as netion:l communists,

It will be of great significance to our young people 41f you could =

‘. give us some assistance at this time regarding actor and actresses . .

_....in America who are presently coanunists, communists syapsthizers,

"“Yor who in the pust have been communists er comrnmnists sympathizers.

..t has been brought to my attention in the past that lLucil all =~
“2%4ts 4n one -©of these cetagories, - s e

i irigte would deeply appreciate your belp in this mat

ool £

-~ -
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AT ur

Stincerely,

yar church 4s sust outside Reme
de wp of-;grvice ;)g‘nonne
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| smaintained as confidential pnram:t to nguhﬂms of the Department e
" of Justice. I regret I am unable to be of belp in this instance. * -
L oL T . ST _ ‘.:;__;_:::_ 1
- 7 3OTE: nunlcsenmnnoroeorddeanMt m
‘Bbe registered tonte
as communist in Los Angeles County in uuwwmw :
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RESPONSE T0 A ANOT
ARTY MEETIN

A 27=-PAG

COMMITTEE INVESTIGATOR DISCLOSED SHE
; _COAgMUNIST IN 31536 BUT DENIED EVER

RE!%. DONALD JACKSON (R-CALIF,) RELEASED THE TRANSCRIPT OF HER
TgogOHMITTEE INVESTIGATOR WILLIAM A, WHEELER ON

AID TN “THE INTERVIEV GHE AND THE REST OF MER FAMILY . .
OR THE 1936 PRIMARY ELECTION ONLY TO = ™

RANDFATIER. & sm: °TOLD WHEELER. ““HE JUST WANTED US
DID SOMETHENG ro PLEASE HIM, -1 DIDN'T INTEND TO

Yy AND AS I RECALL, I DIDN'T. -WMEN 1 60 BEHIND THE e
h:* aougomr Guo -

neN
"‘z
5

REPLIED

el ey

IST GRANDFA

\uwn BALL, HOLLYWOOD ¢S08A S e
} TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY ﬁm:n BY MISS BALL BEFORE A
137

KNOWS I VOTE FOR,"

D EVER BEEN A MEMBER OF THE COHHUNIST PARTY. :

Tele Room
- Mt. Hollomans
. M. Sizoo
. diss Gaady

EETR o AN

e

DMITTED REGISTERING TO VOTE AS
HAVING BEEN A MEMBER OF THE COMMUN

NOT TO MY KNOWLEDGE, - SHE ALSO DENI
HER Qs *

2T

TION, THAT SSHE HAD EVER ATT

o] AM uor K COMMUNIST 90V, - I #EVER HAVE BEEN
T} BE,° SHE TOLD MHEELER, * , -
A o -.a.,s/xz--:nun .

ED, IN .
ENDED A Cﬁnwmsr G

R T2 RDED
"191 $EF 16 953 :
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Oﬁife Meorandums '+ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : SAC DATE: L/L/52

b1e .
FROM : SA

Cor O — 4/7051*
SUBJECT: LUCTLLE BALL .—///1,744 .

s - C

WILLIAM A. WHEELER, Special Investigator, HCUA, advised the writer
this date that he has obtained a copy of a registration of voters affadavit
which reflected that LUCILLE BALL, actress, 13k} O:den Drive, Los Angeles,
registered as Communist in 19 36.

, WHEELER advised he has made inquiries through the Screen actors
Guild and has determined that LUCILLE BALL, the screen and TV actress, resided

at 13LL Ogden Drive in 1936.

bl _
(iI0-new

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFL

D - BY
ATE 378872




. UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN’I
TO : S4C DATE:  8/19 /5,
TC
b FrROM . S4
/
SUBJECT. LUCILLE gk

L, Was,
“ECUHITY’MATTEE -C

This case
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LA 100-41702

part and further, inasmuch as there is no current activity in Cormunist-
dominated organizations on the Subject's part, subsequent to January, 1:L9,
this case Jdoes ot merit investication, anc it is recormended that this case
be placed in a closed status administratively. It is noted that the Bureau
has been previously advised of the past activities cf the Subject.

CLOSED.,



WTANDARD FORM NO, 64

N ~
Oﬁ‘ice M.,onmndum e UNITE_®STALES GOVERNMENT

TO : SAC pATE: December 12, 1952

b1
mon s (N
s J

b = ST - *‘?Z ‘ e
G —z 3\':":;/;‘1'7\5/;25 "7;: _
é/'//’ ! ’;.. /’;/ 0‘(1 .

-~ / PR

srAC - Z e T
soo /L Tz — G

On 12/12/52
phonically furnish
strict confidence
of the National He

gram for eir coming fund drive 1in ebruary, 1953, is centered

L'l

around a "Mr, and Mrs. Hear uals who
had been tentively selected for "Mr,
and Mrs. Heart of 1953" were the above ¢ duals -

LUCILLE BALL and DESI ARNAZ.

C
s

oo 0 SALL was not the proper

pon learning of the

dvised that u
ARN A heo ately contacted

type of peéson éo represent tﬁe NHA because o '
with subversive activities and organizations.
that he had heard from a fairly reliable sour e

might possible subpoena LUCILLE BALL in the coming year, and he
felt that with the fund drive of the NHA in February the organ-

l ization would not be able to stand the unfavorable publicity which

might result if LUCILLE BALL were to be subpoenaed.

the promoters of the NHA have since
withdrawn elr support o CILLE BALL, and they are in the
process of selecting a new "Mr. and Mrs. Heart of 1953."

. ALL IN'F‘ORHATION CONTAI
NED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFI
DATE R 8L - 96 o\
2375872
blelk—
1




) ®  omm e - coNFRENTHE

DIRECTOR, FBI March 27, 1953

SAC, LOS ANGILES (100-41702)

LUCILLE BALL, was.
SECURITY MATTER - C

following

the National Heart Association
and their program icr ebruary, 1953 was to be centered

around a "Mr. and Mrs., Heart of 10530 e two individuals who had been
tentatively selected for *"Mr. and Mrs. Heart
of 1953% were LUC we own sion and screen actress,

and her husband, DESI ARNAZ.

tdvised that upon his learni f the sele
N A he immediately contactec
the National Heart Association, a ery con-

den y at LUCILLE BALL was not the proper type of person

to represent the National Heart Associat onnections with
subversive activities and organizations hat he had heard
from a fairly reliable source that the House Committee on Un-American Activities

might possibly subpoena LUCILLE BALL in 1953, and he felt that with the fund
drive of the National Heart Association in February, 1953 the organization
would not be able to stand the unfavorable publicity which might result if

LUCTLLE BALL were to be subpoenaec.

mpmmters of the :"‘at,iénal Heart Association
withdrew Ore-r support of L.CILLE BALL and are selecting a new "Kr. and Mrs.

Heart of 1953".

b1C
p1D

Mr. WILLIAM A. WHEELER, Special Investigator, House Committee on
Un-American Activities, advised that he had obtained information to the effect
that LUCILLE BALL had registered to vote in 1936, expressing her preference for
the Commnist Party. :

Mr. WHEELER further advised that he interviewed Miss BALL in this
rogard and that she advised him that in 1936 ahe, her grandfather, her brother

) ' - e

- Re o DAl L X‘SP-
O -

v , ﬁ378‘§73

CSURITY INFORTES --CONFIBENTHAL

j60 — $/70 -5




LA 100-41702

and her mother registered as Communists at the insistence of her grandfather.
She pointed out that the grandfather was an old man who was losing his mental
balance and tha: he repeatedly "nagged" his family to register as Communistis.
she advised that accorcing to her mother her grandfather was a Communist.
However, she never actually sawthe Communist Party carc in his possession.

¥r. WHEELFR relsted that in view of Miss BALL's explanation and
inasmuch extensive investigations and hearings held by the HCUA in Hollywood
had failed to reflect that LUCILLE BALL has ever been a Communist Party
member, she will not, in his opinicn, ever be subpoenaed to appear before
this comrittee,

Tt 4s to be noted that informants who have been familiar with the
jdentities and the activities of members of the Communist Party in the
motion picture industry have not reported any information reflecting Communist
Party membership on the part of Miss BALL. :

The above informztion is being submitted for the information of the
Bureau. It is to be noted that additional information concerning Miss BALL
was sutmitted by Los Angeles letter to the Director, cated 1¢/2/51, entitled
"FRZL HENPY BALL, SECURITY MATTER-C".

-2=
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DIRECTOR, FKI 8/26/%3
SAC, LOS ANGELES (62-166%)
HCUA

Mr, YILLIAK A, WHZELER, Vest<Coast Representative, HCUA, ade
vised this ce this date that the Committee will hold an exscutive
hearing on 9 -5A/53 st the Deliar Hotel in Samta Momieca, California,
T™he testimomy will be given dafore the twe Califormia SsEen On
this Committee - H, JACKSON and CLYDE DOYIE, The tiomn
will probadly be condusted by Mr, WHEELER,

WHRELER advised that the following imdividuals will appear as
witussses during this exscutive ssssism:

p1c

ALL INFORMATIOR CONTAINED bf)c__

HERRIN IS 8IPIED

nm.a.:ﬁx’a‘i,.mF
| #3778 872
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x’:tngmmm.m /26/53

Nr, YHEELER advised that the Committee has had information in
the past to the effect that BALL had registered to vote in 1936, expressi

BALL in this regard in the Summer of 1952, and that she had advised she

meeting mmuummm'-mmme,nwmmﬂ
not present this meoting, she Joew of the eharester of the mseting
mwaz taking placse in har home,

dmi layed to0 this office a doeklst entitled "Repu~
bum. Duoontie. 3e8 8%, thibiuuult. Progressive, Codmonwealth
and Commmist State Central Camuittees” appointed persusnt to Seotion

aemmcmmccmrmumscmzs,lm,
0-,;;;. by PRARK C, JORDAN, cnzrmus.m of State ﬁu.chnﬂ.oet
gmtmlgmmamcf t State

Mr, WHERLER also displayed a certificate headed “Yerm Six®,
pm Wy the Secretary of State and the Atwn-z“ mzem
Sponsors. . Certificate (Sectiom 5. Direoct
this certificate states "I, the 1511.6. mmnrmnrw
the Commmnist Party nomination to0 the office of Nemder of the Assend
5Tth District, to mdrw;ttum.mtmubhﬂdmm

25th day of Ausu-t. 1936,

"Ny mowledze of the said EXIL FREED is sufficient to warrent
mommummwmew STth

Assemdly
N azuumummwmupm uufuugu-.
Muarﬂm with the Commmnist of this

Sponsom Certificate, mammn-mm. Ogden

Drive, essupation - artist, Preeinst « 1598,

* IPWMMbmW tbm

of the Suprems Actors Ouild, Nel

and television sotress, vecided a wmm‘n.wwi« in 1936
It i3 t0 D¢ noted that infermation !A!.me

ferth in Los Angeles letter to the Bureau March 27, 1 entitled

"LUCIILE BALL, WAS; mmuum-c'mumwinucmu

= -



Letter to Director, FEI /26,3
LA 621664

Pureau 10/2/51 entitled "FRID HoUT BALL; S3CUZITY XATTER - o,

Mr, YHACLER advised that at rpegent the Committad antends i<
hold this exccutive session in atrict secrecy, noweer, nt [MiRled ouL
that in matters of this nazture, inforcation concarnins the ilemtity 5¢®
witneases is often "{eaked” to the yress.

' Mrs. DESIREE BALL, mother of LUCILLE BALL, who also registered
in 1936 as & Communist Parcy vyoter, will appear &s & witness st the abov
session, .



AIR-TEL, - AIR MAIL - REGISTERED
XXX
FBI, LOS ANGELES 9-11-53 5:30 p. o.
DIZECTOR, FBI URGENT

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON UNAMERICAN ACTIVITIES. LA PRESS TODAY
RELEASED INFO RE RECENT APPEARANCE OF LUCILLE BALL,

PROMINENT MOVIE AND TV ACTRESS, BEFORE AN INVESTIGATOR OF

THE HCUA IN LA REGARDING HER NINETEEN THIRTYSIX REGISTRATION
AS A CP VOTER. THE INFO RE BALL'S APPEARANCE BEFORE THE

HCUA WAS NOT RELEASED BY THE HCUA. WILLIAM . WHEELER, HCUA
REPRESENTATIVE, LA, ADVISED THIS OFFICE TODAY THAT A STATEMENT
TO THE PRESS RE BALL'S TESTIMONY BEFORE THE COMMITTEE WILL

BE MADE TODAY AT SIX P. M., AT WHICH TIME THE HCUA WILL

MAKE THE STATEMENT THAT BALL HAS APPEARED BEFORE THE HCUA,
THAT SHE REGISTERED TO VOTE ON THE CP, THAT SHE SIGNED A
PETITION FOR THE NOMINATION OF EMIL FREED ON THE CP AND

THAT HSR NAME APPEARED ON THE CENTRAL STATE COMMITTEE OF

THE CP. THE HCUA WILL MAKE TEE STATEMENT TEAT THERE IS NO
EVIDENCE OF CP MEMBERSHIP OR ATTENDANCE AT CP MEETINGS FOR
BALL WHEELER ADVISED THAT THE RELEASE OF THE INFC RE BALL

2 l

cor cgoo-lmoej b '70
bl 1 - 100- ALL .wmu"“ )
1 - 100- quE e T __
ourz ,mzm
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PAGE TUO
BY TI LA NEWSPAPERS STEMS FROM THE RECENT RADIO ANNOUNCE-
MENT OF WALTER WINCIELL K& THE SUBPOZNA CF A PROMINENT TV
AND MOVIE ACTRESS BLFORE THE HCUA IN LA, WHIELER ADVISED
THAT THL HCUA WILL RELEASE THE INFO RE DALL TOMORROW A. M.
THE LA PRESS DISPLAYED A PHOTO OF BALL'G NINETEEN THIRTYSIX
VOTERS REGISTRATION IN THE CP AND STATED THAT A CP NEW
MEMBERS' MEETING FOR INSTRUCTIONS IN COMMUNISM WAS HELD
AT BALL'G HOME AT ONE TIME, DESILU PRODUCTIONS RELEASED
A STATEMENT FROM BALL SAYING THAT SHE HAD TALKED TO A
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE HCUA AND THAT SHE HAD GIVEN FULL AND
TRUTHFUL ANSWERS TO ALL THEIR QUESTIONS., THE NEWSPAPERS
QUOTE BALL AS SAYING QUOTE I AM VERY HAPPY TO HAVE HAD THIS
OPPORTUNITY TO REPLY TO UNFOUNDED RUMORS AND HOPL VERY MUCH
THL COMMITTEE WILL SEE FIT TO RELEASE A COMPLETE TRANSCKIPT
OF TH: INPO I GAVE OUT UNQUOTE, WHEELFR ADVISED THAT
O
—TE‘STIFIED BEFORE THE HCUA TODAY
REGARDING THEIR FORMER CP ACTIVITIES,

MALONE
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No Case Closed, Jackson
Says, Going to Latin Arneriqa

-Investigation of Lucy
Ball's “grandpa” inspired
Communist voter_ regmtra-
tion yesterday was in status
quo coincident with the de-'

POINTS -

«<At Columbia . Broadcasting
headquarte :+which ‘car-
" ries the po [ Love Lucy”
program, spokesmen who were
contacted yesterday said that

they would have no statement-

to make until today.

.However, Lucy and Arnaz
said they had received a tele-
phone message -from their

L —
(Contihued on Page 5, Col. 8)

R

(G ik
WELL-WISHERS

Star Feels Career Unmjured—'

That Public Understands

parture of Rep. Donald L-l (Continued from Page One)
Jackson of the House Un- sponsor with whom they have
Amnerican Activities Com-! an $8,000,000 contract, assuring

3t r South America. . them of his support.
mittee for So And yesterday, red-haired

"rhe Congressman, who on Lucy, who has vowed she
Saturday released the text of a “npever was interested in poli-
tranpscript of testimony by the tics” and is not now, was do-

Ban Femandn.

famed television star in which ing housework and tending her

she told of registering and vot-
ipg as a Communist in 1936 to
humor “a sweet old guy,” will
‘pe gone for six weeks.

Jackson disclosed that investi-
gation of the case would be con-
tinued, explaining that “no case
is ever closed,” and that “there
afe a couple of pomts we want
to check, -

REGISTERED—

“Transcripts of testimony be-|:
fore the eommittee last Sep-
nber 4. by Miss Ball, her
er,’ Deslree E. Baill, and

" héy -brother, ‘Fred H. Ball, dis-

cloped that they registered as
Qammunist velers -to. pampet |

> the ailing grandfather. the late

Hunt. .
uu.aprus copference. nt their
Va.]lgy -ranch
4 T?{W'f

babies at the Arnaz home.

COOK’S DAY OFF

“The housekeeper and the
cook are gone today,” ex-
plained Desi. “Lucy is busy
with the cooking and the
Labies, and I'm answering
the phone .constantly.

“We're tremendously happy
and grateful to everyone all
over the country for their
support,” Desi told the Ex-
aminer. “We’ve had thou.
sands of wire and telephone
messages and they're still

| pouring in.”

He added that he and his
wife were grateful to the press
.for'xts complete ha.ndhng of
‘the facts.
{ When he released Lucys
sworn statement to the press,
Representatwe Jackson sald
that there was no evidence mhat
lthe actress was a’ member of
ithe Communist Party.. s

OVERJOYED =i

“Pm overjoyed .and hum-
bled that thounnds of people -
 have ‘and teleznﬂml

;that they
nt her homs.

were, that her caxeet has been @jmd

. ejaimed ]
£ Bhe ins{sts-she dobs not"‘ﬁa"
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BY HEDDA HOPPER
~ This morning Lucille Ball,
star of the “I Love Lucy” tele-
vision show, told me over the
phone:

“It is true that I have talked
to a representative of the Un-
American Activities Committee,
and gave full, truthful answers
to all his questions. I am very
happy to have had this oppor-
tunity to reply to all the un-
founded rumors and hope that
the committee will release a
full transcript of the informa-
tion I gave them.”

. Report on Radio

Following a radio report that
the “top television actress had
been confronted with a mem-
bership card in the Communist
Party,” 1 began hearing from
people who said:

“To us the top television ac-
tress is Lucille Ball. Tell us
the report isn’t true.”

1&.] called Lucillie and Desi Ar-
nady, and asked them about the
matieyr Wednesday.

“Thdt is the most ridiculous
thing in the world,” said Ar-

aviald

"E\ P - -
DLP 43 CJA'

naz. “Lucille has never been
accused of being a Communist,
she is completely in-the clear.
All anvbody has to do is check
with the Un-American Activi-
ties Committee. If she was a
Communist they would call her
for investigation.” -

Denies Afliliation

Lucille herself came on the
phone and denied that she was
in any way affiliated with the
party. I asked if she had ever
attended any of its meetings,
and was told she hadn’t. Desi
said:

THE WEATHER

U.S. Weather Bureau fore-
cast: Variable high cloudi-
ness but .generally sunny
today and tomorrow.
Chance of few sprinkles.
Continued warm with a
high today near 95 at Civic
Center and 82 at the beach-
es. Continued high fire haz-
ard. Yesterday's high, 93;
low, 68.

‘e
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“You tell your “readers’ thit.

Hedda, the only thing -that’is :;

red about -this kid is her harr,
—and even that is: not: ‘legm

pry to Have Cleared Up Rumok,*.g:;;;f'"’*
Lucy Tells Columnist Hedda Hopper

mately red. We are in the clea:r o

all the way.” . -
Conﬁrms Beport -
This morning ‘Desl called to
confirm the report that Lucille
had been questioned by an in-
vestigator of the House Un- .
American Activities Commlttee,
William Wheeler.
.She was first apptoached by
an 1nvest1gat0r in April of th'm

S
=

lyear.

“They ‘had found a reg!stra
tion card in the 1936 primaries,”-
Lucille told me this mornin‘g.
“They asked me about it; they
refreshed my memory. I didn’t.

recall anything about it. I ex- -

plained that the reason we-did

it was because ‘Daddy’ wantéd

us to — ‘Daddy’ meaning my
grandfather. At that time it did-

n’'t seem at all wrong to try-to -

please him. It was his last few
years. He had always been-a-
Socialist. It wasn’t a matter;of

TurntoPaxo0,0olmQ
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lCo inued from First Page

la political thing anyway. It
Was a man in the district who
could do something grandfa.
ther wanted done. I've forgot-
‘Iten what it was. It was some
man in the primaries he wanted
us to vote for. We registered—
my mother, brother and my-
self. That was all there was to
iit. I never voted myself; I was
[working. And 17 years later
they presented us with this.”

Her Voice Breaks

At this point Lucille's voice
broke.

“The reason we didn't tell
you the other day was that the
committee had asked us not
to,” she explained.

“Did you register as a Com-

lelection?” I asked.

o “I don't know what they
,called the party then,” she an-|
[Swered. She was crying as she |
continued;

“The committee was satisfied ’1

twice. The second time they
came to me they said they had

-~ —

m

- -

A ey

II
|J
imunist or a Socialist in the!

¢

t
t
]

.

1

% clear themselves for sure, |
for they had heard that some :
magazine was coming out with |’

;he story. So they reopened the
investigation privately. They
,ask me again, for they want-
jed t ake sure they had their
Istory\traight and there was no

iWay ol stopping the magazine, |

- haye said; ‘no comment, in a

Writing Book 1

“I was told there was afgex-
Communist woman -who Was
writing a book and she had n-
formation that we couldn't veri-
fy. We had never heard of any-
thirig like that and we had to
get some answers on it. That
is why they opened . the case
up again. I never had anything
to cover up or be frightened
about but they now have a
sworn statement testifying...”
" At this point Lucille could
not continue. So Desi came on
the phone and said:- .

“It’s terrible, Hedda, that
something the poor kid did in
1936 to please her grandfather
can Kick back in her face now:.
She has never in her life done
wrong to anybody; has never
had any sympathy for these
Commies. You know, the girl
has never even been connected
with these pinks out here; she
has never gone to meetings;!
never been a member of their|
party—this is terrible, Hedda. .

Denies Card

“It was reported she was con-
fronted with a Communist Par-
ty card. That is a lie. She never
had a card.”

“But why didn’t you tell me
this when I asked the other
morning?” I asked. “If you had
told me the committee didn’t
want this known you should

re\}’- days you'll -understand.’
And I' would have understood.”

Desi replied, “If I did some-
thlng wrong ‘to .you the -other

dal, please forgive me. ‘Wheh
yo! in a' spot L you
m what t.%el,l you're
dm » ; ° . “._" v ;
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Lircy and Desi Relax,™

Glad That Storm’s Over L7z T2~ LD

17 DE YR
Stacks of Telegrams From Well-Wishers SERnAuze'-"w_ |
Reach TV Couple After Red Quiz Ordeal TS, |

Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz, comforted by stacks of
telegrams from well-wishers, luxuriated in the privacy of
their Chatsworth home yesterday, glad that the storm

was over. Dest said. *In-other countries
: 3 esi said. *in“ether co

hTth eg sfa lﬁ they wTex;e ?ﬁ’p y they shoot~first and -ask the
tha ’t e u. transcript o iss questions later.” .
Ball’s testimony before the ] The TV stars said they plan
House Un-American Activities|to be ‘back to -work as usu at
Committee had been printed in gla-{n- toc;ay tothprexifre fo txhi
The Times, and they hope, the|3MIDg O another Lucy grip
ordeal is over Y Rope. next Friday night. -

“Lucy and I just have noth-
ing more to say,” said Desi.:
“Everything has been said. All!
the truth has been told. Every-| E
body has been wonderful. We
never knew how many friends|
we had.” !

Alone With Children ¢

The cook, the maid and the!
nurse were off for the day. Ex-!
cept for the telephone, which:
rang every few minutes, the
stars of “I Love Lucy” were
alone in the house with their
children, Lucy, 2, and Desi 1V,
8 months, ‘

Desi took an early dip in the
pool while Lucy made the beds
and a pot of coffee. g

Desi said they felt no resent-’
ment gver their questioning by
hordes of newspaper reporters
since Lucy’s 1936 registration
a8 2 Communist was made pub-
lic by the House committee. . :
. “We're lucky this happened
to us in America,. where news-

papermen - ask :tﬁ?\u"'.-giog's,"

LOS ANGELES TIMES
GEP 141953
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Quiz by Soloni
Probers Told_

By Actress
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TV's sensational, titian-.
of the “I Love
Lucy” show, Lucille D. Ball,
42, registered in Los Angeles
on March 19, 1836, as a Com-
munist Party voter, it was dis-
closed here today.

An investigator for the House
Committee on Un-American Ac-
tivities, it was learned, actually
confronted the vivacious actress
with the registration recently.

At that time, it was reported,

Miss Ball emphatically denied
that she is a member of the|-

Communist Party,
EXPECT REPORT

The House Committee will

make an official report on the
matter in the very near future,
it was said in Washington. The
report is expected to show that
she was a registered Commu-
nist voter but is not one now.

In 1936, it also was disclosed
today, Lucille Ball was listed by
then Secretary of State Frank
C. Jordan as a member of the
Communist state central com-
mittee, and her address as 1344
North Ogden drive.

The “I Love Lucy” show of
which the tempestuous Lucille
is the star has the highest TV
rating for any long run show.
[t is scheduled to return to the
yir waves on Oct. 5 after the
summer vacation.

Despite determined efforts
of the Herald-Express to
reach her this morning for an
explanation of her 17.year-
old Los Angeles county vote
registration, the flaming.
haired actress delayed making
any comment, '

ISSUE STATEMENT
+ Several hours later, however,
wfter the Herald-Express news
story appeared, Miss Ball’s rep-
resentativse finally issued the

mna-uexhavétdkedto
a-representative of the Houss .
Un-American Activities Com: .

STAR’S SIGNATUR.E ON THE - REGISTRATION
Miss Ball Then Listed Address.as 1344.0Ogden Drive;. She,
and Husband, Desi Arnu, ‘Now Live ‘n Northﬁdge

to unfounded rumors and hobe
very much the commiittee will
see fit to release a complete

transcript of the lnformuﬂon '

I gave.”

Fiery Cuban Actor ‘Desi Ar-
naz, husband and partner  of
Miss Ball in the “I Love Lucy”
show, was indignant.” He
adamantly refused to allaw re-
porters to talk to- the star her-
self, - but said:

“Lucille registered for the
first time last year with me,

for Eisenhower. I know that
she’s never registered as a
Communist. You can check
with the Un-American Activ.-
ities Committee. - That will
prove she isn’t a Oommunlst."
MARRIED 13 YEARS'
Later, Arnaz told- reporters

munist. Mhm B

have been married Sovthe Firl
for }B‘mrs'f.lnd-l Altonld -
lmow._”_ - “c"‘:.-

8 memberot ‘ﬁh.&mnﬁom
m’ttee on Un:‘ h

RN d veavenxnll
% = asswers 4o Wl ques. 08
haphy to-have

as Democrats, and we voted .

"“She has never boen a Com-

son, Republ!canmz @mm
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Lucille Ball Reglstratlon
As Red in 1936 Bared

{Continued From Page 1)

ence t}us evening- at the Statler
Hotel. He -indicated he. would
discuss Miss Ball's case. .
. Congressman . Jackson plead-
ved that he couldn’t say anything
at present, although he admitted
“that the full House Committee
n VJn-American Activities 1s
being polled on the possibility
of releasing Miss Ball's testi-
mony.

Jackson was asked if it wasn’t
true that Miss Ball once sup-
ported Emi] Freed when he ran
for Congress in 1938 on the
Communist Party ticket, but re-
plied emphatxcauy that he

-couldn’t talk until a poll had

been taken of the whole com-
mittee,

When the Herald-Express re-
porters went to ‘the couple’s
sprawling ranch home, ‘Desi-
lu,” at 19700 Devonshire street
in exclusive Northridge in the
San Fernando Valley, Miss Ball
refused to meet them.

The reporters told Arnaz that
the Herald-Express possessed a
photostatic copy of an affidavit
showing that Miss Ball had
registered in 1936 as a voter in-
tending to affiliate at the en-
suing primary electxon with the
Communist party.

Arnaz, however, flatly denied
this, declaring it was a false-
hood.

“What are you going to
do, spread it all over the
country?” ‘the actor, bare.
footed and attired in a gray
"bathrobe, demanded.

When the Herald- Express re-
porter insisted that this news-
paper had a photostatic cdpy of
his 'wife's voting registration,
‘AThaz said he flatly did not be-
h’eve that, then added:

L “So what?”

) A maid met .the reporter at
the tront door. .
-, “Miss Ball and Mr Arnu
are asleep. I oouldn’t possibly
iwuke ‘them up now,” sald the
‘maid.

*‘Pleuo tell her l’m hom
ﬂw l!eralqupness and mt

living room to see who was at|
the door. . !

“She's up mow. Will you
ask her to see up"" tsked the

reporter.

“Just a moment,” sald the
mald, closing the door.

A few minutes later, Arnaz,
re-opened the door, and the re-
porter explained»agai_n’ that he
wished to talk -with Miss ‘Ball
about the registration.

“It’s early, isn't 1t?” queried
Arnaz. “Let's see your ore-
dentials.”

After scanning - ‘the ' emden-
tials, Arnaz asked:

“OK. Now what do yon
want?”

The reporter said “We'd
like a statement from Miss Bal
regarding her registratxon as ¢
Communist party voter.” B

Told that the Herald-Expres-
possessed a photostatic copy o
the affidavit showing that Mis
Ball had registeréd in 1936 a
a Party voter, Arnaz snapped

“You're a - . - - liar!” -

But he invited the newspaper
men inside the house, and afte:
scanning their credentials fo)
the second time, made his state
ment about the couple’s Demo
cratic registration.

AFFIDAVIT ON FILE

Her 1936 Affidavit of Regis-
tration, No. 847,584, is on file at
the office of the Los Angeles
County registrar of voters. He
canceled it Dec. 30, 1938, for non-|
voting. . N

Miss Ball in 1936 llsted her
address as 1344 North Ogden
driva,

A woman - withess tbld the
State Legislature’s 1943 .Com.
mittee on Un-Amierican Activ:
ities that she had attended Com-
munist party - mew memhers
meetings for lnstrucﬁons “in
Communism at a Northxpgden
drive hgme, -~ ;

The witness testitied that-an
tlderly ‘man-had told me aew
meémbers that the
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Affidavit on Communist Party
Registration Given Probers

Following is the full text of
the statement issued last night b)
Rep. Donald L. Jackson, member
House Committe on Un-Americar
Activities, concerning Lucille Ball.

“For many months the House
Committee on Un-American Ae-
tivities has been in possession
.of iInformation indicating that
Miss Lucille Ball did, on March
19, 1936, register to vote in the
California primary election of
that year, and that she specified
her party affiliation as Commu-
nist.
“In addition, it has been de-
termined that on the 15th of
September, 1936, Miss Ball was
appointed a member of the State
Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party by one Emil Freed,
a well known functionary of the
Communist Party in the city
and county of Los Angeles, who
was, in 1936, a candidate for
i public office on the Communist
- Party ticket.

. “Since the original informa-
tion came-into the possession of
-#he committee, a-staff investi-
_gator has made a careful and
‘- detalled investigation into the
Jeifcumstances relating to Miss
{ﬂs affiliation with the Com-
ist for voting pur-
?—me &nd subsequent ap-
mulntmept member of the
~Communist Pty State Central

LOS ANGILES EX
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' ticipation
conspiracy be exposed when-.

Telephone Poll -
of Commires

“Recently information

the release of such information

has served to spur conjécture|

and rumor with respect to Miss
Ball and the extent of her asso-
ciation with and activities on
behalf of the Communist Party.

“By direction of the Honor-|

able Harold H. Velde of Illinois,
Chairman of the House Com-

" Mmittee on Un-American Activi-

ties; and following a telephonic
poll of a majority of the mem-

bers of the committee who -

could be reached today, I am
authorized and directed by the
chairman to make the following
statement with respect to the
status of the Lucille Ball matter
insofar as the House Comnmittee
on Un-American Activities is
concerned.

The committee is departing
from its usual procedures in
this instance to the end that
fact may be separated from
rumor and that the actual
status of Miss Ball’s associa-
tion may be presented factually
and officially.

“The House Committee on
Un-American Activities is not
unaware of the tremendous re.
sponsibility resting upon it to
insure that those guilty of par-
in the Communist

ever and wherever possible. By
the same token, there rests
upon the committee an obliga-
tion to insure that distortion of
available facts be not permitted
and that rumor not be substi-
tuted for the truth in any case.
The prominence of Miss Ball as
an outstanding moving picture

. and television artist is second-

ary to the committee’s deter-

mination to -and just in
_.all 'V ‘ ’ .

el

1f‘r

:.,_J\J 3

on -
these matters has also been ob- -
tained by independent sources.
other than the committee, and:.

Sworn Affidavit

Given Investiaator
“In lighPaf the fact that

irreparable damage may result
to Miss Ball unless the full ex-
tent of the committee’s infor-
mation is disclosed, the com-
mittee has decided to release
to the press and radio a sworn
affidavit given to a committee
investigator by Miss. Ball re-
lating to her registration as. a
Communist Party voter and to
her designation as a member
of the State Central Committee
of the Communist Party in 1836.

“Miss Ball has cooperated
with the committee investigator
in all respects. She has acknowl-
edged her Commumst Party
reglstratlon *She has denied
giving her authority to Mr.
Freed for her appointment to
the Communist State Central
Commiittee,

“She has denied that she was
ever in attendance at any Com-
munist Party meeting, or that
she participated in or attended
the meeting of the Communist
Party State Central Committee
held in Sacramento in 1936. .

“In an effort to determine
the truth of these statements,
the committee investigator has
carried on a thorough and care-
ful investigation.

“The then-chairman of ‘the
Communist Party State ' Cen-
tral Committee has been inter-
viewed to determine whether or

L2

not. -Miss
ance at the co
tion. The then-cRairman,
Jfriendly witness,\ coope
fully with the committee
past investigations of Co
nist activity- in California
testlfled under oath ths
has never met Miss Ball
'that he has no personal k
edge as to her membersh:

) :the Communist Party o1

attendance at the Comm
Party state convention in
at which he presided. -
“Other cooperative witn
who have in the past app
before the committee and
cooperated fully in exposin
activities - of the Comm
Party in California, have
interviewed .by a tommitte
vestigator, and none has
able to identify Miss Ball
party member "during
period in question, nor to%

{her at any time in any me«
ifof the CoOmmunist Party.
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lnvesﬁgqﬁons
Will Confinue

e inve_stigations of the
f

f certain information
a weltepr of

e Committee, ih making
A nscript of Miss
POSItion of adygeyer UMeS no
Is felt thay juaci However,

tice requ;
at the tion pe equelzl:ds

available 4 the
- Mmade avgj].
! _ €an people
_Yuring the Same i .
ISs Baj] registereq ﬁrwd endt

€T of the Ommunijg; Party for-

’ voti
regxstration a. mge'fi;:teedsa?e

er Mother, Mrg, €siree Ba]j
Y her brother, Fred H'

Balj, er 8randfathep Freq C.

e €Ceased, 'also reg-
om . .
he same beriod, munist during
erse side of Miss
Vit o registration
une 16, 1934

on behalf of Emil Fréed, who'
was a Commuygist_Party candi-
date for election to the Califor.
nia State Assembly from the
57th Assembly District. This
sponsorship is acknowledged by
Miss Ball

“The other members of Miss
Ball's immediate family, who
have also been interviewed by a
committee investigator, likewise
acknowledged the authenticity
of their sponsorship to Mr.
Freed, while denying any activ-
ity in or behalf of the Commu-

m'st‘Party in any other respect.
“Miss Ball stated to the com-

mittee investigator that while
she has no personal knowledge
1of a petition she is alleged to
| have signed £9r the repeal of the
“California Criminal Syndicalism
[Act, it is possible she did so at
the request of her grandfather.

“These points, in summary,

mation presently in the posses-
sion of the committee, and all
of the points enumerated have
heen acknowledged by Miss Ball
in her sworn affidavit aforemen-
tioned.

“Copies of the affidavit exe-
cuted by Miss Ball will be avail-
able for distribution to press
and radio at 10 2. m. tomorrow.”

constitute the sum of the infor- |




Tra ycnp’r of St

Testimony to

Here are ﬂz/pnnc' al portions of the transcript of
I’s/secret testimony before William

Wheeler, investigalor of the House Corm’vm.o en Un-
American Activities, in which+

TV Star Lucille s

shé admitted having registered
as.a. Communist Party voter.

After Mise Ball stated she was
appearing voluntarily and after
she told how she got her start
as.a film actress at $50 or $75
a week in Hollywood, the testi-
mony in part was as follows:

MR. WHEELER. When .did
you first register to vote?

' MISS BALL. I guess the first
time I ever did was in '36.

MR. WHEELER. I would like
to hand you a photostatic copy
cf-a voter’s registration and ask
;’ou»lt that is your signature.

MISS BALL. That looks like
my handwriting.

MR. WHEELER. You will
note that the party that you in-
tended to affiliate with at that
time was the Corr}munist Party.

MISS BALL. In '36?

MR. WHEELER. Yes.

MISS BALL. I guess so.

MR. WHEELER. You did reg-
Ister to vote then as a Com-
munist or intending to vote the
Communist Party ticket?
MISS BALL. Yes.

-MR. WHEELER. Would you
o into detail and explain the
kground, the reason you

“Yoted or registered to vote as a

Communist or person who in-
tended to aftiliate with the

- Communist Party?

MISS BALL. It was our
dfather, Fred Hunt. He
wanted us to, and we just
sqomething to piease him.

J:i didr’t intend to vote that way.

4l!y grandfather started years
380 — he was & Socialist as
fong as 1 can remember. He is

béen msked to-become &.mem-

: ever attend any nmieetings 'thnt o
you later "-@iscoversd' “were| -
'|Communist Party meeﬁngs' 1 E-

s Secret
vestigator

77
munist.” H& never sald that he
read the Dailly Worker. He al-
ways talked about the working

man,

He got very confused in his
latter years, when Russia and—
who got together—Russia and
Germany got together, and he
got so he couldn’t answer our
questions at all then. And he
would get mad and change the
subject. He never quite could
find out what had happened to
the working man after that, 1

guess.
MAID NEVER STAYED

We were never able to keep
a maid, although we paid the
highest prices we could-afford
or they were getting at the
timd. My grandfather would
walk out into the kitchen .and
see & maid and would say,
“Well, what is your name? How
much are you getting?”

“Oh, 20 or 25 dollars s week,”
or whatever they were being
paid.

And he would say, “That is
not a working wage. What are
you doing here?”

And after a few times of that,
you know, they would leave.
That is just one Instance.

He was always talking to the
garbage man early in the morn-
ing, or anybody doing any kind
of a menial task, he would say,
“Why are you doing that? Why
aren’'t you doing somethlng
else?”

WANTED BETTEB WORLD

He was just a fanatic on bet-
tering the world. That is as far
as we knew, and that is why we
could endorse it at all.

Mr. Wheeler. Have you ever
been a member of the Commun-
ist Party? ’

MISS BALIL. No, nottomy

know]edge,

-grandfather, Fred Hunt, was

‘| know who could be responsible

f?“‘

Committee one wrthont
my knowlélge or consent,

MR. WHEELER. I notice your

also appointed as a delegate for
the year 1938. Were you aware
of that?

MISS BALL. No. I was not
aware of it.
MR. WHEELER. Do you

for your name appearing .on
this document? -

MISS BALL. Posdbly my
grandfathey, Fred Hunt,

MR. WHEELER. Do you re-
call if anyone contacted you in
1936 in regard to obtaining your
proxy to vote?

MISS BALL. No, except my
grandfather. ls that what you
mean? |

MR. WHEELER. You stated
that you were appointed with-
out your knowledge or consent,
is that right?

MISS BALL. That is rlght

DID NOT ATTEND MEET

MR. WHEELER. I assume
you did not attend the meeting
of the State Central Committee
at Sacramento.

MISS BALL. 1 didn't even
know there was one. I still don’t
know what it means. )

MR. WHEELER. Do you re-
call whether or not you were
contacted by any individual to
obtain from you your voting
proxy at the Central Commit-
tee Meeting in.Sacramento?

MISS BALL. Never.

MR. WHEELER. I would like
to refer to the report of thé un-
American activities in California
for the year 1943, and refer to
page 127 of that document, which
is a portion of an affidavit sub-
mitted by Rena M. Vale.

In this aftidavit she has ad-
mitted she was one time a mem-
ber of the Communist Party and
she .is discussinz how she be-
came a member,"

“That within & tew d:ys ﬂf

ter my third application to
join the. Oommunlnt Puty
mm&de,lreqivodamﬁoa

Mr. Wheeler.' Have you ever «Alng

ber of the Copamunist Party? -
mss BALL.. No. T
MR..-WHEELER. -Did -you

" MISS BALL No.
MRy wmmm—bo

!0 1,
know whether':or not any meet-}:

{ings - m..-.gwgt-em A yourt:

j iy INDEXED
BBy SILED
‘ SEPZ2 e
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point a little too much, actually,
propably, durin childhood,
"because y got over our
heads and we didn’t do anything
kut consider it a nuisance, but
#s+a dad, and he got into his
reventies, and it became so vital
to him that the world must be
right 24 hours a day, all over it,
tnd he was trying his damnedest
to do the best he could for every-
body and especially the work-
{ng man; that is, from the gar-
bage man, the maid in the

tchen, the studio worker, the

tory worker. He never lost &
chance to do what he considered
bettering their positions.
FEARED ANOTHER STROKE

That was fine, and we went
flong with it wherever we could.

metimes it got a little ridicu-

ous because my position in the
so-cailed capitalist world was
retty good and it was a little
rd to reconcile the two. We
didnt argue with him very
imuch because he had had a
ecouple of strokes and if he got
everly excited, why, he would
e another one.
- So finally there came a point
‘where my brother was 21, and
he-was going to see that Freddie
registered to help the working
man, which was, in his idea then,
the Communist Party. At that
fime it wasn't a thing to hide
behind doors, to be a member of
thiit party.

As I recall, because of this he
influenced us. We thought we
wanted to do him a favor. We
!hought we could make him hap-
py»- I at no time intended to
véte that way. And I remember
discussing it with my mother,
how I could register and make
bim happyd When I go behind
a cartain to vote, nobody knows
who I vote for.

. Me slso considered it a per-
": splial victory at the time, that
. hechad the entire fn.mlly to
5 re@ter. He didn’t influenée us
3 encigh st any time to vote; at
~leadl, he didn’t influence me.
:ammnn HE WAS WBONG
.'*!e ‘influenced us . to give s
,gnt deal of thought to wheth-
S-er sho Was right or wronx, and

wm(or :

R
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home at 1344 North .Ogden
drive?

MISS BALL. No, 1 know
nothing of that. I don't believe
it is true.

MR. WHEELER—How old
were you in 19367

MISS BALL. I am 42 now;
24.

INTRODUCED AS EVIDENCE

MR. WHEELER. I would
like to introduce the affidavit
of registration as Ball exhibit
No. 1, registration No. 847584.

(The document referred to
was marked Ball exhibit No. 1
and was received in evidence.)

MR. WHEELER. This affi-
davit of registration is signed
by Lucille Ball and dated the
ninteenth day of March, 1936.

Have you ever known an in-
dividual by the name of Emil
Freed?

MISS BALL. I never heard
the name before, to my knowl!-
edge, as I recall.

MR. WHEELER. Have you
ever known an individual by
the name of Jacob or Jack
Breger?

MISS BALL. Not until I read
it today.

MR. WHEELER. Are you
aware that you were a mem-
ber of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party for the
year 19367

MISS BALL. Was I aware
before you told me, you mean?

MR. WHEELER. Yes.

MISS BALL. No.

NAMED TO COMMITTEE

MR. WHEELER. Wel], I
would like to hand you a docu-
ment entitled “Appointment of
Members of the State Central
Committee Meeting at Sacra.
mento in the Year 1936.” It is
stamped “Communist Party,”
and this document discloses that
Emil Freed was a delegate by
nomination to the State Central
Committee of the Communist
Party for that year. And he ap-
pointed three individuals as dele.
gates,

Those appointed, accordmg to
the document, are Jacob Breger,
822 North Orange drive; Fred
Hunt, 1344-North Ogden drive,
and Lucille Ball, 1344 North
Ogden drive.

Now, I would like to hand you
this document and have you give

in.| a0y explanation that : you desire,

p{Planstion. .X haven't signed It
I don’t kmow  wherd It <came

-bmeth!nx 1 knew nothlhg

S
Lucile Ball, &nd showed us
es, books and |

other objects to establish that
fact, and stated she was glad '
to loan her home for a Com-
munist Party new members
class;

“That the lnstructor intro- _
duced himself as Sidney Mar-
tin, but I Jater knew him by
the name of Sidney Davidson,
which he stated was his true
name: ;

“That there were about
seven or eight other members
of this class, but the only
names I recall are those of
Herb Harris, an actor, whom
1 encountered from time to-
time within the Communist
Party, and who took part in
the play “The Blackguard,
which ran for several years
in Los Angeles around 1938
and 1939; and Libby Jacobson,
who, in 1839, was active in
consumer cooperatives in Los
Angeles.

Do you have any knowledge
of any meetings held in you
home, Miss Bali?

MISS BALL. None whatso
ever.

MR. WHEELER. Are you ac-
quainted with Rena Vale?

MISS BALL. I never heard
the name before in my life.

MR. WHEELER. Are you ac-
quainted with or have you ever
been acquainted with Sidney
Martin or Sidney Davidson?

MISS BALL. No, sir, I never
heard the name.

MR. WHEELER. Are you ac-
quainted with or have you ever
been acquainted with Herb
Harris?

MISS BALL. I never heard
the name.

MR. WHEELER. Aré you ac-
quainted with Libby Jacobson?

MISS BALL. I never heu'd
that name. -

UNAWARE HOME USED

MR.. WHEELER. Do’ you
know whether or .pot- your
grarrdfather -Fred Hunt, held
meetings at the home? '

MISS BALL. Not- to our!
khowledgo ever, and he was al-
ways with someons. As ‘we look
back now, we tcan't remember at
any time he was evar alone, be-
cause he hsd had iwo
and .we ‘had & hurse that lived .
therd at the and lheww
—he wag Bever slone Lkt we re- L
rhetyhét; no” wvldente “of ﬂw
mpeling Mt Delng 2islg, 1A ‘our
house when we werd out. This s

P N
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Ball, and lscloses that she
also re red to vote as a per-
son w intended to affiliate
with the Communist party on
the twelfth day of June, 1936.
What relation is Desiree Ball to

you?

MISS BALL. My mother.

MR. WHEELER.

know whether or not she was
ever a8 member of the Commun-

ist party?

MISS BALL. Not to my

kmowledge.
MR. WHEELER.

second photostat here, a voter’s
registration, signed by Fred E.
Hunt, who also intended to af-
filiate with the Communist

party.

MISS BALL. Fred E. Hunt®
MR. WHEELER. Wel],
looks like an “E.” What is his

middle initial?

MISS BALL. Fred C.

sembly 57th District, to be
voted for at the primary elec-
tion to be held on the 25th day
of August, 1936, hereby assert
as follows:

“My knowledge of the said
Emil Freed is sufficient to war-
rant my urging his election to
the office of member of the As-
sembly Fifty-seventh District
and, in my opinion, he is fully
qualified, mentally, morally and
physically, for the said office
and should be elected to fill it.
I am a qualified elector of Los
Angeles county and I am regis-
tered as affiliated with the Com-
munist party and am not at this
time a signer of any other cer-
tificate nominating any other
candidate for the above named
office, or in case there are sev-
eral places to be filled in the

above named office, I have not
signed more certificates than

MR. WHEELER. Fred C. :
: ' ithere are places to be filled in
Hunt, rather. This document is the above named office.”

dated the twelfth day of June,

I would like to refer to the

1936, and also shows he changed second page of this document,
the vote to Democrat 111840, |, 4. ligeg23, and there appears

MR. WHEELER. T have al;, signature of Lucille Ball,
third document here, a photo- 1344 Ogden Drive, and occupa-
stat of an Affidavit of Regis-{;oh arict. It is dated 61636,
[ration, bearing the. signature ;"\ . your signature (izdicat-

jof Fred H. Ball, who intended
to affiliate with the Commun-
ist Party in the ensuing elec-
tion of 1936. It is also dated

What relation is Fred H. Ball
to-you?
MISS ‘BALL. Brother.

its Party?
* MISS BALL. Not to my

ing)?

MISS BALL. I would say it

WAaS,

MR. WHEELER. Do you re-

the twelfth day of June, 1936. call signing the document?

DON'T RECALL .
MISS BALL. No, but I recall

at that time doing what I could

MR-. WHEELER. Do you to appease gnndpa, and this is
know - whether or not he was|j gt part of It. At that time it
ever a member of the Commun-{gidn't probably seem very im-

portant to appoint this man.

MR. WHEELER. You will

knowledge, nor to his.
“WHEELE

R. Where f{s
mxr brother presently resid-

beeg irwestigated by the

note what I read to you, that
before signing the document it
states that you know the man,
and he is morally, physically and
mentally qualified. .

MISS BALL. It is :omethlnx 1
signed without looking at it, or if
I looked at it, it didn’t seem like
a big thing at the time.

MR. .WHEELER. I believe

1 ent of . any agency’ oriyour grandfather’s signature ap-
” + Wyt ‘does . govez‘npeargonthereuwelluthe
frfi e t eontract' ‘work,’ m regard [whole family? -

'MIS8 BALL. Yes, fired, myselt

o .‘Co)nnmn!.st rextslra
> s -fand my mother, and my grand-
" | tather. My name appears on the

second - page of thls,dmment
;Onrumel
" mmmtmm.mmgle_to
Slus Just as o Hst of nwxvies,’ with-]

: W employment?
~BASE. 1 ‘Alnk rs6s. T

re. . It is

out the strong-sounding sponsor
certificate on the front of it. I
don’t. Tecal