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ENCLOSURES : TO THE BUREAU (1)

(1

(2)

(3)

(4)

. An article appearing in the RTD dated 11/12/68

An article appearing in the "Richmond Times-Dispatch, (RID]
Richmond, Virginia, dated 1/30/65, captioned "Court
Rulings Held Favoring Criminals"

An article appearing in the RTD dated 2/10/63,
captioned, "A Lawyer Rebukes the Court"

An article appearing in the "Richmond News Leader"
éﬁNL) gated 10/4/69,captioned "Anti-Militarism Called
reat

captioned "Powell Would Oust Campus Extremists&

An article appearing in the RTD dated 4/17/66,
captioned "“Civil Disobedience Doctrine Assailed
at Washington and Lee Session"

An article appearing in the RNL dated 2/13/65,
captioned "Pre-Trial Publicity is Viewed as Threat"

An article appearing in the RTD dated 10/6/67,

captioned, "Powell Says Racial Good Will Can Curb
Riots" :

An article appearing in the RNL dated 11/11/68
captioned "Student Freedom Question Posed"

An article éppearing in the RTD dated 11/18/70,
captioned "U. S. Faces Internal Destruction
Powell Tells Longwood"
An article appearing in the RNL dated 8/12/64,
captioned "Powell Heading to'Stormy Seas' "
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(5)

(6)

)

(8)
(9)

An article
captioned,
Bar on News
An article
captioned,

appearing in the RID dated 2/14/65
"Powell Asks More Control by Courts,

1"t

appearing in the RNL dated 5/3/66
"Powell Says Law and Order Suffer"

An article appearing in the RNL dated 8/9/63,

captioned,

An article
captioned,

- of Accused"

An article
captioned,

An article
captioned,
Publicity

An article
captioned,
of Lavw"

An article
captioned,

An article
captioned,

An article
captioned,

An article
captioned,

= ity e T ———— = 3¢ 4 S

"Legal Burden Relief Asked by Bar Leader"

appearing in the RTD dated 10/6/65,

"Court Decisions Seen Bolstering Rights

appearing in the RNL dated 3/29/65,
"Presidential Succession Action Urged"

appearing in the RTD dated 1/12/65,
"Lawyers Press Told to 'Balance' Trial

appearing in the RNL dated 10/6/67,
"Powell Urges Action to Stop Defiance

appearing in the RNL dated 6/26/65,
“Rights of Accused Persons"

appearing in the RTD dated 5/21/68,
"Crackdown Is Urged on Campus Anarchy"

appearing in the RNL dated 8/2/65,
“"Lawyer Agrees to New Burden"

appearing in the RNL dated 2/25/66,
"Powell Voices Concern on 'New Left' "
-C_
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(10)

(11)
(12)

(13)

An article appearing in the RID dated 8/16/64,
captioned, "New Bar Association"

An article appearing in the RTD dated 10/8/67,
captiofied, "Civil Disobedience: Prelude to
Revolution"

An article appearing in the RTD dated 5/9/71,
captioned, "A Second-Rate Power?"

An article appearing in the RNL dated 12/9/64,
captioned, "Powell Says Apathy to Crime Apparent"

 An article appearing in the RTD dated 11/13/58,

captioned, "Soviet Threat is Stressed by Powell"

An article appearing in the RNL dated 10/7/60
captioned, "Teaching Essentials Are Cited"

An article appearing in the RID dated 4/20/61,
captioned, "Overthrow of Castro is Urged"

An article appearing in the RTD dated 10/14/60,
captioned, "Powell Hopes for Patriotism, Higher
Standards in School" -

An article appearing in the RID dated 8/24/58,

captioned, "Soviets See Schools as Way to Lead

World, Powell Says" _

An article appearing in the RNL dated 1/3/61,

captioned, "State Education Post Goes to

Richmondexr" .

An article appearing in the RNL dated 9/21/60,

captioned, "
- D -
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(14)

(15)
(16)
a7
(18)

(19)

(20)

An article
captioned,

An article
captioned,

An article
captioned,
of Law"

An article
captioned,

An article
captioned,

An article
captioned,

An article
captioned,
Members"

BEn article

-.captioned,

An article
captioned,

appearing in the RNL dated 2/6/62,
"Communism Handbook Out

appearing in the RNL dated 8/19/58,

"Soviet Legal System "Lacks Substance' '

appearing in the RTD dated 10/22/71,
"Powell Is Said to Have Balanced View

appearing in the RTD dated 10/22/71,
“A Brilliant Nomination"

appearing in the RTD dated 10/22/71,
"Powell Felt Humbleness' "

appearing in the RNL dated 10/22/71,
"Mr. Justice Powell" :

appearing in the RNL dated 10/22/71,
"Text of Nixon Speech Nominating Court
appearing in the RNL dated 10/22/71,

"It Always Has Been Hectic"

appearing in the RNL dated 10/22/71,
"Powell Choice Pleases State"
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(21)
(22)
(23)

(26)
(25)
(26)
(27)

@8)

(29)
(30)

(31)
(32)

(33)

An article appearing in the RNL dated 10/22/71
captioned "Powell's Views Given In Various
Speeches"

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71,
captioned "Powell, Supreme Court Nominee,

" Shuns All Labels But 'Lawyer'"

An articke appearing in the RTD, 10/26/71,
captioned "Anti-Powell Effort Rapped"

An article appearing in the RTD, 10/23/71,
captioned "Powell: One of 100"

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71,
captioned "Mosque Crowd Cheers Choice"

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71,
captioned "Nixon Labels Court Choice as
'Fantastic'"

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71,
captioned "Bar Group Seen Treated to a Trick"

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71, )
captioned "Corporate Ties Listed for Powell" —

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71,
captioned "Virginia s Contributions to High
Court Number 6

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71,
captioned "Powell, Sr.: 'Hate to See Him
Leave'"

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/22/71,
captioned “Council to Ask Okay for Powell"

An article appearing in the RTD, 10/24/71,
captioned "Byrd Sees No Problems for Nominees"

An article appearing in the RTD, 10/24/71,

captioned "Greene Scores Powell's Firm,
Affiliation With City Clubs"

e aFe
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An article appearing in the RNL, 10/23/71,

captioned "Powell Reluctance Not Due to
‘Battle'"

An article appearing in the RNL, 10/25/71,
captioned "Powell Denies Discrmination"
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(36)

(37)

(38)

(39)
(40)

(41)

(42)

(43)

(44)
(45)

(46)

Pamphlet entitled "Alienation of the Campus '
From National Defense', by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR.,
an address before the 0Old Dominion Chapter,
Public Relations Society of America, 10/3/69

Pamphlet entitled "Anarchy on the Campus', an
address by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., delivered at the
62nd Annual Convention, Virginia Retail Merchants
Association, Harrisomburg, Va., 5/20/68

Pamphlet entitled "Citizenship Education as to

Law, Disorder, Extremism, and Civil Disobedience",
dated 7/68 ,

Pamphlet entitled "A Lawyer Looks at Civil
Disobedience'" by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR.

Pamphlet entitled '"Supplemental Statement on
Constitutional Limitations", dated 2/67

Pamphlet entitled "Supplemental Statement to
Report of Blue Ribbon Defense Panel' submitted
to the President and the Secretary of Defense
on The Shifting Balance of Military Power

Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., on 9/5/67

entitled "Strategic Balance of Power™

Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., on 2/10/67,
entitled "Inadequate Discipline - A Failure of
Professional Responsibility"

Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., 11/17/70,
entitled "The Ideological Assault on America"

Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., 5/12/71,
entitled "End of an Era and New Horizons"

Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., 4/15/71,
entitled "Organized Crime and Electronic
Surveillance - in Virginia?"

-H-
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(47) Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., 11/11/68,
entitled "A Strategy for Campus Peace"

(47) Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., 12/5/68,
entitled "A Lawyer Looks at Director's Responsi-
bilities"

(48) ' Question and answer interview, Review, AXL
of LEWIS’F. POWELL, JR., 4/16/ b1C

(49) Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., 2/7/69,
entitled "Reflections on the State of Public
Education"

(50) Speech given by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., 7/15/70?
entitled "The Attack on American Institutions"

(51) Article appearing in "U.S. News & World Report"

by LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., entitled "Civil
Disobedience: Prelude to Revolution?"

i O
COVER PAGE o R

e h e T TIN5 WYy e S 27 e s er e AP uEN R o 38 Ny o h ey e g £ e e o ST i o e



RH 77-11979
TJO:shb
1

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA:

< / gro Attorney,
orth in this report, arean

as_the subject of the case captd R
00: RICHMOND'" Richmond

pIC | | (K icdmd V

Richmond's knowledge of and dealings with H

have shown that he is a '"publicity seeker" and an individua
who frequently makes statements to the press which have no
basis in fact.
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this report.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: . . .

Report of: m“‘ﬂ’ ofice. Richmond, Virginia
. Date: ctober s

Field Office File #: T7-11979 Bureau File #:

Tt LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR.

Character DEPARTMENTAL APPLICANT -

JUSTICE g‘ S

Synopsis: S«_@;uuma— W \‘e"‘ '
Records of BVS, Richmond, Va,, reflect that LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL, JR. was born on 9/19/07 at Suffolk, Va. He attended
college at Washington and Lee University, receiving BS Degree
on 6/14/29 and LL.B Degree on 6/9/31. Former Dean of Iaw
School highly recommends. Employment at University of Richmond
verified and satisfactory. Employment at David Lea Industries
in 1927 verified. Employment in law firm of Christian, Barton,
Parker, Epps and Brent at Richmond from 7/32 until 12/34
verified and very satisfactory. Employed in his present firm
from 1/1/35 to date and is senior partner. Mr. POWELL is a
member of the Va. State Bar in good standing and no actions
by the Grievance Committee. Associates highly recommend 1n
all respects as to character, honesty, reputation, Judicial
temperament and ability. Numerous attorneys contacted highly
recommend as extremely ethical, able and efficient attorney
‘and well qualified to be Supreme Court Justice. Federal,
state and local Judges contacted and all recommend without
reservation. Civil rights leaders favorable. Affiliations
with various businesses and corporations and membership in
civic organizations verified. Honorary awards and degrees
received by Mr. POWELL set forth. Residences of relatives
verified. Credit rating, Richmond, excellent., Arrest
records, Richmond Police Department, negative. Present and
former Va. Governors recommend, Tax records show no delin-
quent taxes and land records disclosed no restrictive covenants
on property owned by Mr. PCWELL, .

- RUC -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency. .

U, S. COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 0O - 406-840
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Clerk,

On October 26, 1971,“
Buiiai of iiial Statistics, Richmond, Virginid, advised

SA that Bureau of Vital Statistics records
reflec IN POWELL, JR. was born September 19,
1907, at Suffolk, Virginia.

Mrs‘”further advised that birth records
for the State of Virginia were not kept from 1896 until
June 14, 1912, and that as a result, POWELL personally
submitted his birth certificate to the Bureau of Vital
Statistics on March 14, 1947. This certificate is marked,
“"Delay - 56 #488". This record reflects POWELL's father
as LOUIS F. POWELL and his mother as MARY LEWIS GWATHMEY
POWELL.
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| Accountant, residing a |
ichmond, Virginia, on October 24, 1971,
V. 1y attended The McGuire School with

IEWIS F, POWELL, JR, He said this school was a private high
school which went out of business about 1945, He recalled

1EWIS POWELI as being an outstanding leader in school who had been
at the top of his class. He said he has continued his friend-
ship with POWELL since the 1930s and feels he knows of no one

more qualified for the position of Justice on the U. S. Supreme
Court. He said Mr. POWELL is an outstanding person as to

character, reputation and loyalty and that he is extremely glad

to recommend him for this high position.
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: ing investigation was conducted by
SA at Lexington, Virginia, on October 26,

1971

Office, Washing ee University, a d that their

records reflect that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., was admitted
to the University on September 10, 1925. He received a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Commerce Magna Cum Laude on
June 14, 1929. On September 15, 1928, at the beginning of
his senior year, POWELL entered the Law School and received
a Bachelor of Law Degree on June 9, 1931.

Mr. POWELL was awarded the Algermon Sydney Sullivan
Award on June 9, 1931, which is awarded to the graduate who
excels in unselfish service to the University, who maintains
high ideals of a spiritual quality, and who performs outstand-
ing and unselfish service to others. He was elected to
membership in Phi Beta Kappa in 1929 (exact date not recorded)
and elected to membership in Omicron Delta Kappa on April 26,
1928. Mr. POWELL was awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws
Degree from the University on June 3, 1960.

. Professor of Law and*
Washington and Lee University, advise
at he recalls IS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., as an outstanding

student who was intelligent, responsible, and exceedingly
well adapted to the study of law. He was always active in
student affairs and resp y both members of the faculty
and other ts, Mr stated that while he was
serving as he had numerous opportuni=-
ties to observe service on the Board of
Directors of the University and found that he was always
responsible, level-headed, calm, and discerning on matters
before the board. He also said that Mr. POWELL had been
active for a period of time in the Law School Association
and had always contributed giepificantly in matters in
which he participated. Mr. stated that Mr. POWELL

has outstanding background, experience, and ability in
matters of law and has always displayed a highly responsible
and judicial temperament in matters in which he has observed
him. He stated that Mr. POWELL as:well as members of his

family is a person of outstanding reputmhighest moral

character, loyalty, and integrity. Mr. advised that

"~ he considers Mr. POWELL to be eminently qualified for a

position on the U, S. Supreme Court, and recommends him.
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v

following investigation was conducted by
SA at Richmond, Virginia:

s1C '
Richmond, Virginia, 1n June
, advised on October , 1971, that he came to the

University of Richmond in the Fall ‘of 1938 from Princeton
i i 3 . He stated that he was
n 1938 and that LEWIS

NKL ’ . taug overnment and Business in his
department for two years. He stated that since that time
he has been associated with Mr. POWELL, both professionally
and socially, and he stated that Mr. POWELL is an individual
who is highly honored, honest, above board in all his dealings
with his fellow man, and whose ethics are of the highest
standards. He stated that he could not speak too highly of
Mr. POWELL as to his character, reputation and loyalty and
he feels Mr. POWELL is one of the outstanding citizens of

the United States, and recommends him for the position.
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i %ing investigation was conducted by
S t Richmond, Virginia:
Dr.mum.versity of Richmond,
Richmond, Virginia, advised on October 25, 1971, that his

records reflect that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. was an instructor
of government and business in the evening school of Business
Administration from the Fall term of 1938 through the Spring
term of 1940,

Dr.- advised that he has Mr.

r. was o ichmond

1ty ochoo ’ , virginia, for a number of years
during the same period of time and in all his dealings with
Mr. POWELL, he has found him to be an outstanding citizen; one
whose ethics are above reproach and an outstanding citizen

of the United States. He stated that he has known him both
professionally and socially, and he knows of no one he would
recommend more highly than Mr. POWELL a member of the
Supreme Court of the United States.

v be
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: e following investigation was conducted by S
r& dgt Richmond, Virginia, on October 25, 1971: A-

m13avid Lea Industries,
Hopkins Road, stated that all emp

oyment records for this company
since 1950 have been destroyed.

king during the :
summer months between school semesters. “poke very highly
of Mr. POWELL in every respect.

v

Rt ke i
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R 77-11979 -

g employee, David Lea Industries, supra,
since advised that he worked with LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL, ey 1N when Mr. POWELL was '
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e following investigation was conducted by S-
t Richmond, Virginia, on October 25, 1971:

Compan ’ es eilg reet, Kichmond, advised that his company

is 100% owned by the British American Tobacco Company. He stated
there are no employment records available for those employed by
the British American Tobacco Company back in the 1920's.

He stated that the British American Tobacco Company Ware-
house was located at 1601 West Leigh Street, in the early 1920's.

He stated he was not personally acquainted with Mr. LEWIS
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., \

<7
r

12
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e following investigation was conducted by SA—
t Richmond, Virginia, on October 25, 1971:

Parker, Epps and Brent, Law Firm, 1 Building, 9th and

Main Streets, advised that her office records show that LEWIS

FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., came to work for this firm around July, °

1932 and was employed as an associate lawyer until December, 1934.
' Miss

m stated that she wasm&r Mr. POWELL
during his stay there and recalls that he e firm
immediately following his tenure at Harvard University, where

he obtained his Master's Degree. She stated that Mr. POWELL

is of the highest calibre, and she woiuld recommend him for an
position he was seeking. :

s
s

- 13
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The following investigation was conducted by SA-

-at Richmond,Virginia, on October 25, 1971:

Powell, Gipson, orneys-at- ’ Main g;t:reet:, advised
that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., has been employed with this A
firm since January 1, 1935, and is still so employed. He was

an associate member from 1935 until 1938 when he was made a
full partner. :

Mr.Mfurther stated that from May 1942 to February

of 1946, Mr. was on military leave, serving in the U.S.
Army Air Force. ’

Mr.
for Mr. POVE an
for.

ad nothing but praise and the highest regard
ould recommend him for any job that he applied

. , e
¢’
v
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ﬂe following investigation was conducted by SA-

t Richmond, Virginia, on October 25, 1971:

g mBureau of Business Management,
.b'?C Department o ic Works, Governor Street, stated there

- are no records available for any employee with the Department
of Public Works for the City of Richmond before the year 1950.

Mr. Mtated he was not personally acquainted
with Mr. LEWI IN POWELL, JR. and in his inquiries of

employees presently with the Department of Public Works, who
may have have been employed in the late 1920's or early 1930's,
failed to develop anyone who was personally acquainted with
Mr. POWELL or knew of his employment with that department.

He felt that Mr. POWELL may have been employed with
one of the many survey crews which were operating with summer
part-time help.

'
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'_b dfollowing investigation was conducted by SA—
G

1C

o
oliC

at Richmond, Virginia, on October 25, 1971:

H'Virginia State Bar, advised
that L FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., has been a member in good standing

of the Virginia State Bar since July 15, 1931, and that no
grievances have been filed against Mr. POWELL.

Mr.- stated that he has known Mr. POWELL since
1963 and that Mr. POWELL's character and reputation are absolutely
beyond reproach. He advised that he knows of no activities of
Mr. POWELL which would reveal a lack of honesty, sobriety, trust-

worthiness or discretion. He stated that he has no doubts whatso-

ever as to Mr. POWELL's loyalty to the United States, and that
Mr. POWELL associates only with the most outstanding individuals

and organizations.

Mr.mrther advised tha OWELL is a veritéble.
giant in the legal profession and, in Mr opinion, is PR
tha

" pre~-eminent in the legal field. He state it is his opinion ...
that no one is more qualified than LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. R

for a judicial appointment with the United States Government,
and he believes that Mr. POWELL would be an outstanding jurist.

Bar Examiners,
ised

and

’ .y S1NCE

He advised that his records reveal that Mr. POWELL was

certified to practice before the Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals

on November 26, 1932.

He stated that Mr. POWELL is an individual of impeccable
character, has an unblemished reputation wherever he is known,
and that Mr. POWELL's honesty and loyalty to the United States
are unquestioned. He advised that, in his opinion, Mr. POWELL
is one of this Country's outstanding men, and he knows of
abgplutely nothing derogatory whatsoever concerning Mr. POWELL.

N 17,, R

B R T .
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Mr; further advised that Mr. POWELL has the finest
legal mind of any individual he has ever known, and he believes
that Mr. POWELL is eminently qualified for a Federal judicial

position, and he highly recommends Mr. POWELL for such a position

without any reservation.
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ﬂfollowing investigation was conducted by SA
jversity of
Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia, an
of the Virginia State Bar Association, adVise

9
1971, that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. has been an active member
of the Virginia State Bar Association 'since 1932. He attended
the Seventh Midwinter Meeting of the Association at Williamsburg,
Virginia, January 23-24, 1970, and has been very active in the
Association from time to time. - :

was unable to determine from records or recall
various committees and subcommittees on_which POWELL may have
served.

_ *stated that he has known PCWELL since 1960,
both personally and professionally, and considers him to be

a person of excellent character and reputation, highly regard-
ed in Virginia in t jeld of law and unquestionably loyal to
the United States. advised that he has no personal know-
ledge regarding POWELL's Stand on civil rights but POWELL has
always displayed a thoughtful approach to every problem and he
knows no one who is lessxprejudice~in any matter then LEWIS
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. He stated)that POWELL has always displayed
the epitome of judicial temperam is one of the fairest,
most equitable persons he knows. stated he feels that
there could have been no bettey choice for nomination to the
United States Supreme Court thap POWELL and he would recommend

him highly without any reservatﬁm&:ffii§fver.
.. Q,Q S! \S

e
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The following
Richmond, Virginia, by S

ichmond
ar Association, advised on October

——
23, ’ '

Richmon

that he has been acquainted with LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR.,

McGuire's University School in Richmond. stated that
during this time nothing has ever come to his attention

which would cause him any hesitatj in recommending POWELL
for a Supreme Court appointment. H characterized POWELL
as a '"solid American" whose lo character, and reputation
have never been put at issue. “ commented on POWELL's
judicial ability and temperament by saying that POWELL is

one of the best legal minds he has ever encountered. He
described POWELL further as "moderate' with respect to his
judicial temperament, adding that he is eminegtly fair with
respect to civil rights and related issues. ﬁstated that

he knows of no organizations of which POWELL"1s a member
or business or real estate ventures in which POWELL has

participated whicﬂbe considered tainted by civil

since about 1925 when they were high schoﬁsmates at.

rights problems. urther advised that he is unaware
avenue of criticism by which POWELL could be attacked.
stated, however, that some members of POWELL's firm
participated in the Prince Edward County School desegregation
suit in Virginia in 1954, arguing for the side of the School
Board. ﬁL himself, however, did not participate in this

suit. added further that POWELL was Chairman of the

School Boar® in Richmond during the early desegregation

crisis and, to his knowledge, POWELL never received any

icism for conducting himself in an unfair manner. Rather
feels POWELL was eminently fair, handled all difficult

situations very adeptly, and both Negro and white citizens

were very well satisfied with POWELL's chairmanship.

I.~‘
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On October 23, 1971, the following investigati
was conducted at Richmond, Virginia, by SAw‘-L
HG

rb7(- Richmond, was interviewed concerning her Knowledge an

association with LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR.

Mrs. 1*advised that she has been acquainted
with Mr. POWELL and his entire family for a period in excess

an a e y y wi
T. Tmself. She further advised that Mr., POWELL and
his entire family are of impeccable character and reputation

and his loyalty to the present form of government in the
United States is unquestionable.

Mrs.—further stated that all of Mr.

POWELL's assoclates are of equally impeccable character and

reputation. She also stated that throughout her entire

period of association with LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., she
,kfo has always known him to have been fair and impartial when

dealing with problems involving civil rights and racial
H1C
equality,

in question. Mrs. is presently an associate with
the insurance firm o Keck, and Smith, located at
3414 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia.
Mr. POWELL without reservatiom.

Mrs. — concluded her remarks by indicating
that she feels OWiii ii an excellent choice for the position
a ’

She recommended

e e e e v
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
at Richmond, Virginia:
gber 23, 1971, the—
Richmond, was contacted and interviewe
concerning ANKLIN POWELL, JR.

The is a retired teacher, having

sﬁent>40 years as an educat i R Public Schools
He is also a
Richmond, Vir a.
W1 Wadvised .thai: his knowledge d
association Y. stems from their associatid% while

Chairman of the Richmond School Board.
advised that, during his tenure as Chairman
the school Board, Mr. POWELL demonstrated a fairness and

artiglity in dealing with all the problems of that office.
tated that POWELL is greatly respected and consi-
ere be an individual of impeccable integrity.

Wstated that he is not in a position - a0
to comment ol Mr. s legal acumen and scholarship;
however, he did state that, speaking as a person attuned

to the problems of the Negro community in Richmond, Virginia,
he has never known Mr. POWELL to demonstrate any questionable

attitudes ith reference to the civil rights
problem. lso volunteered the statement
that the President an € Congress would experience an

extremely difficult time in finding another man as well
qualified as Mr. POWELL is for the position sought, and he
would recommend him highly.

0
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- Th ing investigation was conducted by
SA‘I.IIII.I.‘iiiiiHii
Mr.
Richmond, Virginia, 1chmond,
Virginia, advised that he s known Mr. ANKLIN

POWELL, JR. for approximately 25 years iders Mr.
POWELL one of his closest friends. Mr. stated that

Mr. POWELL served on t i School Board from 1952
to 1961, while he, Mr. nd
that in his own opinion there 1s no

conscientious man in the country. He stated that Mr. POWELL
has a brilliant mind and is a perfect gentleman at all times
and is well respected by men of all races.

Mr.“stated that while Mr. POWELL was on the
Virginia Library Board he believes that he did everything

in his power to help all people of the State of Virginia,
regardless of their race.

' He stated that Mr. POWELL served on the Virginia
State Library Board from 1954 to 1964, and that during this

"~ time he was also associated with the Virginia State Board

of Education and the Richmond Department of Education.

Mr.-tated that he knows of no instance
during his 25-year friendship with Mr. POWELL that POWELL

came into any situation that could be considered controversial

and he considers POWELL highly qualified to serve the United

States as a Supreme Court Justice. and, therefore, would recommend
him highly.

24
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- The following inveétigation was conducted by
SAC DONALD W. MOORE, JR. at Mechanicsville, Virginia:

. m Mechanicsville, Virginia,
ichmond Symphony, an
man

d local Richmond business-
, advised on October 25, 1971, he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL, JR. for 40 years. He considers POWELL's character,
reputation and loyalty to be above reproach. He said POWELL
is a learned attorney and he would highly recommend him for
any position in the Federal judiciary.

&
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i ing investigation was conducted by
SA t Richmond, Virginia:

Mr., Richmond,
ichmond

Virginia, '
Memorial ’ ’ ’ ed on October 23,
1971, that Mr. LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. is currently a
trustee of the Richmond Memorial Hospital and that he has
known Mr. POWELL personally since 1954.

Mr.mstated that while oes No ialq
with Mr. POWELL, he has dealt with him
on numerous occasions over the past years an S IO T.

POWELL to be "a perfect gentleman' and a man whose honesty
and compassion is unquestioned and he believes that Mr. POWELL
is "color blind" when it comes to races.

Mr.”stated that he has the highest respect
for Mr. POWELL and can not find words to adequately describe
the way he feels concerning the man's character and the man's
regard for the welfare of his fellow man.

Mr.mfurther stated that he knows of nothing
in which Mr. POWE s been involved since 1954 that could be
construed as controversial and stated that some people may
complain because he is conservative.

Mr.*stated he would characterize Mr. POWELL
as a moderate and feels confident that the country could bene-
fit from the service of a man of Mr, POWELL's abilities. He
recommended Mr. POWELL without reservation.
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’i%c | ﬂlowing investigation was conducted by SA

, . On October 23, 197
Kent, Coyrthouse, Virginia, 1ch ":
fAssociationy advised that he has been acquainted with
“LEWIS  FRANKFIN POWELL, JR., for many years and stated that
he does not feel there are adequate words in the English
language to describe POWELL's capabilities as a lawyer
or to describ i n pleasure at seeing POWELL receive the
appointment. advised that nothing has ever come
to his attention which could give rise to the slightest
(&ﬁ question in regard to POWELL's loyalty to the co
his character, his reputation, or his integrity.%
PIC  stated that POWELL's judicial ability and temﬂ sded
adde

ar

ety

have never been questioned to his knowledge.

that he feels,with respect to civi i s matters, that
POWELL has been eminently fair. ecalled that
POWELL was the Chairman of the Richmond School Board during
a time whe iginal desegregation crisis occurred in
Richmond. stated that he feels both Negro and white

citizens were greatly satisfied with the manner in which
POWELL handled the crisis and appeared to feel that d
been extremely fair in all of his decision making. %
stated that he is aware of no organization of which

is a member or known business venture in which POWELL has
participated which could be criticized for its stand on

or treatment Q¥ civil rights matters. He recommended Mr.
POWELL.
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ing investigation was conducted by
SA on October 26, 1971, at Richmond,

' Virginia:
3o

Lic. mirgu‘aa ate Board of Education, advised that
e has

Mr. LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., for approxi-’
mately 50 years and knows him to be a man whose integrity
is beyond question. He stated that Mr. POWELL has one of
the keenest minds of any lawyer he has ever known and he
fgels that POWELL will be fair to any American regardless
of race. , :

Mr._stated that, during the 1954 massive
resistance campalgn organized by the more conservative
element in the State of Virginia, that LEWIS POWELL took a
more moderate stand, fighting the massive resistance campaign,

~and ultimately the massive resistance campaign was abandoned
for limited integration.

Mr:rH stated he knows of nothing derogatory
about Mr. POV and stated that Mr. POWELL had helped write
the City Charter of Richmond and that he had served with
POWELL on the Richmond Board of Education as well as the

Virginia State Board of Education.
hat POWELL's law firm represents

b Mr.q
' b7¢ the bank with whom Mr. is employed and that he knows
- that several well-known Negr in Richmond would support
POWELL. He lig one Negro Richmonder who would support
POWELL as Mr. rney in the City of Richmond,
and he felt sure irginia Union University
would support. Mr. .

Mr. stated he did not think the President
of the United States could have chosen a finer or more quali-
fied man for the U. S. Supreme Court, and he was glad to add
his recommendation on behalf of Mr. POWELL.

28
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: ollowing investigtion was conducted by SA
4 t Richmond, Virginia: A

Richmond, Virginia, advised on October y , he
is currently mRichmond'Board of Education,
Richmond, Virg y an she has known Mr. LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL, JR. since 1952 and worked with him when he served
as Chairman and a member

jchmond Board of Education
from 1952 to 1961. Mrs. stated that during Mr.
POWELL's chairmanship, he was pted by all races as being
fair and that she feels he has numerous friends in the minority
races in Richmond, Virginia.

: Mrs. tated that Mr. POWELL participated
in writing the Richmond City Charter of the City of Richmond
and was Chairman of the Commission dealing with the laws
pertaining to the Richmond City School System.

Mrs.qstated that during the turbulent years
when the state was pushing massive resistence to the integra-
tion of public schools, Mr. POWELL was opposed to some of the

state laws in existence at that time but that he was powerless
to do anything about them.

Mrs.qstated that she considered Mr. POWELL
a moderate but knows that through the years he has tried to

do what is best for both races and that she feels that Mr.
POWELL has compassion for his fellow man and wants to see

him achieve as much as he is capable of achieving regardless
of his race.

Mrs.”stated that Mr. POWELL is a man of
integrity and 1s tar above the average person in intelligence;

consequently he has exceeded the average man in achievements.
She stated the only possible avenue of criticism that someone
might level at Mr. POWELL is that he is considered by many

to be conservative but as far as she is concerned, this is an

asset.
29
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Mrs.ﬁstated that as far as she is
personally concerned, Mr. POWELL is probably the most
outstanding man she has known in public service and that
she highly recommends Mr. POWELL.
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ollowing inVestigation was conducted by
SA bn October 26, 1971 at Richmond, Virginia:

‘ Mr. q Virginia Union University,
Richmond, Virginia, advised that he has known LEWIS F. POWELL, JR.

for n years in a professional c . Mr. continued
that s olﬂ
POWELL as an outstandl itizen o 1C s V1 . Mr.

added that Mr. POWELL's firm has on occasion represented his
university and further advised that he considered POWELL an
outstanding individual and would highly recommend POWELL for a

position with the United States Supreme Court.
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’ The following investigation was conducted by
Special Agent

irginia, advised ‘nis oplnlon O OWELL, JR.

has not changed in any respect since he initially recommended
him to both President NIXON and Attorney General MITCHELL
approximately three years ago.

Hdvised he has known POWELL nearly forty
years, both socially and professionally. They hawv

iiii iiid POWELL in the
: qstated that POWELL is highly regarded for
his fairness and objectivity. He stated that POWELL exercises
i i judgment, honestly and carefully considered,

tated that POWELL is not politically oriented and
cannot be considered as either a conservative or a liberal.
POWELL will listen carefully and make up his mind intelligently.

, QStated POWELL did a great deal to maintain
calm while on the Richmond School Board at a time when edi-
torials and other opinions were flaming..

Hstated POWELL has a good constitutional
mind, and tha believes in law and order and in working
through proper legal process. :

—stated POWELL's veracity and integrity
and the general esteem of his fellow men are without boundary,

and he was glad to recommend him.
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Richmond,
Virginia, Virginia State Bar, and Professor
of Law, a e university of Richmond, advised on October 26,

1971 that he has been a close personal friend of LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL, JR., and has known POWELL since he was a young boy. He
has also known the parents of Mr. POWELL and stated that he has
only the highest regard for POWELL and members of his family.

He said that in his opinion POWELL is the best organized
man he has ever known, and he is a great man for law and order.
He said that President NIXON could not have made a more
appropriate appointment. '

He said that POWELL is a man of extremely fine character,

- reputation and loyalty and a person who exercises the very

greatest of judgment in all matters. He said that POWELL is .

very even tempered and so far as he knows is in excellent health. j ;
He has always exhibited a great deal of common sense and always .

has done what is proper.

He said he knows of no conflict of interest and that .
he is certain that POWELL would have no racial prejudices, as
he has heard him state that he, POWELL, believes that everyone
should have a fair deal regardless of race, aad that he plays
no favorities.

Mr, qsaid that he is extremely happy to recommend
Mr. POWELL for the appointment to the U.S. Supreme Court as he

considers him an outstanding person in every respect.
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dhe following investigation was conducted by SA-

at Richmond, Virginia, on October 25, 1971:

Rhoads Division o arrinc s Drooks Brothers, Mi and

Rhoads, Inc., advised that he has had an intimate association

P wit ANKLIN POWELL, JR., for the past 15 or 20 years.
Mr. stated Mr. POWELL is a person, who in his opinion,
is o e highest moral character, outstanding in his profession

as an attorney, and who maintains the highest reputation among
his business and personal associates.

Mr.madvised that' based upon his dealings with
LEWIS FRANKLIN P , JR., he would recommend him without

reservation.

Mr_stated that in 1968 the Swift Creek Land
Investment Company Inc., purchased approximately 5
. . ORI 3 .

g, 2l
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, The i i i ion was conducted by
be: Special Agent at Richmond, Virginia:
rc

ﬁ Ee! !1' rgllm.la !a!wEres, !nc., a!IMd . |
irginla Bank, 9tlr and East Main Streets, Richmond, Virginia,
J '

advised he has kn roxXi-

as well as beilng a member O e Board o

lead bank in the company, namely, United Virginia
State-Planters, Richmond, Virginia. Additionally,
stated Mr. POWELL helped create the bank holding company
which exists.,

Presid NIXON could
ociate~jjustice of the

In the opinion o
not have made a better choice tor H
United States Supreme Court. considers Mr. POWELL's
J’ personal integrity, humanity anc general behavior exemplary
PC and he is a truly inspirational legal talent. He stated
that Mr. POWELL has a qud iopity and conservative demeanor
and is a man about who nows nothing in the slightest
of a derogatory nature. In his opinion, Mr, POWELL is an

outstanding choice for the Supreme Court and he recommends
him most highly for the position.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
on October 25, 1971, at Richmond,

Dispatch", advised that he has known LEh ANKLIN POWELL,

JR., since 1?46.whe ond

Virginia:

e relate at his
ssociation wit een strictly professional and
that he knows him as an attorney of high reputation and
integrity, whose devotion to the country is unquestioned.

He related that Mr. POWELL has high regard and respect for
the Supreme Court although he believes Mr. POWELL feels that
the recent U. S. Supreme Court decisions mne too far

in protecting the criminal's rights. Mr. related that
on civil rights issues he believes that L OWELL would

‘not be prejudiced in any mamner and that he would consider -

him a moderate conservative, with emphasis on the moderate,
although he cannot give POWELL's views on civil rights
insofar as bills and legislation are concerned i
POWELL has never been a political figure. Mr.ﬁrelated
that Mr. POWELL would have the utmost respect for the law

went on to say that Mr., POWELL has been very meticulous

ﬁuld abide by the law of the land. In this regard, Mr.
on

e law and that he has a firm foundation in matters of law and
would add to the dignity of the U. S. Supreme Court. He stated
further that Mr. POWELL is not one prone to speak out on matters
which he is not totally familiar with nor is he one to prejudge

jssues before being apprised of all the facts.

According to Mr.F Mr. POWELL's background
and positions he has held and certainly his temperament would
qualify him for a position on the U. S. Supreme Court.

' Mr.mdvised that he knows of nothing in the
background of POWELL which would preclude him from being
confirmed as a U. S. Supreme Court Justice, and he was happy to
recommend him. '

&7
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Clerk, United States Court of
ircuit, Richmond, Virginia, advised
SA on October 25, 1971, that he has been
personally acquainted with LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. for
about four years and that POWELL has the reputation of being
able attorney and one of great legal ability.
tated that POWELL was admitted to practice before

the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit
on April 5, 1934.

!e was 1nsirumental ln Eavlng POWELL become an !onorary

member of the Federal Bar Association and that he became an

_honorary member on December 12, 1966.

Mr.q advised that from POWELL's reputation,
he appears to have the proper judicial temperament to be an

appellate judge and that he is considered to be an individual
of the highest character, integrity and honesty.

) Mr.%advised that he knows nothing whatso-
ever concerning P 's views on civil rights matters but
from everything he has heard concerning him, POWELL upholds
the dignity of every man, regardless of his race, color or

creed a ic_most conscious of the human rights of man.
Mr. informed he would recommend without reservationm.

37
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. m investigation was conducted b '
SA R

__U. S. Con ressmanm
O - S &
advis S IS F JR, since 1951, ~

meeting POWELL when Mr

Mr.qeis currently in contact with Mr. POWELL
with respect to the defense posture of the United States.

Mr.qdescribed Mr. POWELL as a conservative

Democrat, who is mencally alert, and an independent thinker

as well as a person of excellent judicial temperament. Mr.
further described POWELL as a person who has no

par ar leanings with respect to civil rights a rson

who has very strong beliefs in law and order. Mr. _

stated Mr. POWELL has always been a person of excellen

moral character, excellent reputation, excellent associates,

exceptionally mature, emotionally stable, very reliable,
honest and a loyal American citizen.

Mr.-advised to his recollection and knowledge,
Mr. POWELL has never belonged to any racially-prejudiced

organization and h o comments publicly relative to
civil rights. Mr. advised to his knowledge, Mr.
POWELL is not prejudiceQin any manner.

, Mr.imin his opinion, President
RICHARD M. NIXON coul¥ not have selected a person better

qualified, nor a person with better judjgd perament for
the Supreme Court tham Mr. POWELL. Mr. highly
recommended POWELL. .
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lowing investigation was conducted by
SA on October 25, 1971:
Virginia, stated he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN PO s JRe,

professionally and socially for about 20 years. He
described POWELL as a man of outstanding character with a
completely favorable reputation and the type of individual
who chooses his associates with discretion. He believes
Mr. POWELL to be a completely loyal American citizen with
nothing in his background which might be considered contro-
versial.

Congressman -stated that Mr. POWELL is
highly capable in legal matters with a judicial temperament

that qualifies him for a position as an Associate Justice
of the United States Supreme Court. He highly recommended
Mr. POWELL for such a position.

Congressman-further advised that Mr. POWELL
is not closely aligned with any political party and he
considers him to be independent in his political beliefs.

e
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q member of the United
be st the Third District of Virginia, advised
biC  sa on October 24, 1971, that he has been

personally acquainted with LEWIS FRANKLIN -POWELL, JR. since

1948 and that he has been in his company on numerous occasions,
both socially and business. - :

Congressman_stated that he has been
present during numerous discussions of legislation at which
time POWELL presented proposed legislation and statutes and

that POWELL has always exhibited himself to be a lawyer of
great ability and one who would be most capable of being an
Appellate Judge, particularly a Justice of the United States
Supreme Court. .

Congressman advised that POWELL has been
ke  most tolerant in civil rignts matters; that he is an individual
of compassion who respects the rights and human dignities of all

yIic men, regardless of his race, color or creed.

Congressman advised that when POWELL was
Chairman of the School Board for the City of Richmond, Virginia,
he frequently expressed himself as being against massive
resistance and for the orderly integration of schools and
particularly he was one of the proponents of the building of
the John Marshall High School in the City of Richmond, where
jt is now located, knowing at the time that the school would
become an integrated school and he was instrumental in having
this school built at the present sight so that it could be
integrated. '

)d; Congressman stated that POWELL is a
very quiet individual of high intellect, who has the highest
brc characte iptecrity and one whose honesty is above re-
proach. stated that POWELL is of the proper
judicial temperament to be a Justice of the United States
Supreme Court.
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‘ Congressmanm stated that he recently
sent a letter to the President of the United States
_recommending LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. for consideration
as a Justice of the United States Supreme Court and that

‘ 1C. he intends to accompany POWELL before any Senate Committee
,b ‘which investigates POWELL's qualifications.

Congressmah_recommended Mr. POWELL

without reservation.

4l
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owing investigation was conducted by SA
ﬁhg; on October 25, 1971, at Richmond,

..\37 C irginia:

advised that he has the highest regard for the
character, integrity, and loyalty to country of LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL, JR. He stated that he has an outstanding reputation
in the legal field and that he would "without reservation and
unqualifiedly' recommend him for the highest court. He also
stated that in the field of civil rights he would regard
LEWIS POWELL as one who would take -the issues at hand and
render a fair, impartial decision.

s
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Mg investigation was conducted by
SA ,

rd

On October 25, 1971, Honorabl

b
Xic

P Yy P
acq ith LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., however, he has
met him on several oc at soc1al functions in Richmond,
Virginia, when he,ﬂw&s a Virginia State Senator.

He stated from his association with POWELL, he has
found him to be of excellent reputation; high moral character
and loyal American citizen. He said from his association with
POWELL, he would highly recommend him for the position of Justice .
on the Unlted States Supreme Court. _

i
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA

M University of
Virginia (UVA), Law School, Charlottesville, Virginia,

and current Judge on World Court, Geneva, Switzerland,
advised he has had a pleasant association with LEWIS
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. for approximately 40 years.

He stated before POWELL became well known in
the legal field, that his capabilities were recognized
and attempts have been made to recruit him for the UVA
Law School faculty. :

as co-memblers H

able mentally; is extremely we
strong, able and respected member of the Supreme Court.

had no idea as to POWELL's attitude on civil rights other than
to note that POWELL is characterized as a "law and order' man
who believes in the authority of government but in no sense

of the word would he be considered an extremist. POWELL
would give a balanced judicious decision on any problem

posed and would be fair and impartial.

as to character, reputation, integrity and ability., He

stated that he personally applauded POWELL's nomination and
it was not a parochial instinct due to the fact that POWELL
is a Virginian but rather because of his extreme confidence

in POWELL.

W/AA,,,,W,,,”,W

stated that he worked closely with POWELL
commission on Constitutional Revision in

Virginia and at that tim me quite familiar with POWELL's |
confidence and ability. tated that POWELL is very '
balanced and would make a

stated he would recommend POWELL strongly
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. "Washington and Lee Review"

ollowing investigation was conducted by SA
t Charlottesville, Virginia, on
ctober s :
: Law School, University of
Virginia A), Charlottesv 5 gdvised that he first met
IEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., in 1964 or 1965, at a Bar Assocla-
tion meeting in Chicago, Illinois. He has had professional

contacts with POWELL at American Bar Assoclation meetings
since that time.

He became better acquainted with POWELL duying the
past.two years during which time POWELL's daughter,ﬁMARY,
attended the UVA Law School. "’

He stated that based on his assoclation with

POWELL, he congiders him to be a fine gentleman, an outstand-
ing lawyer and a person of great integrity. He has no in-
formation on POWELL's attitude on civil rights but believes
he would reflect current Constitutional law. He stated that
POWELL exemplifies and exudes judicial temperament, and he
would recommend him highly for the Supreme Court of the United
States. ‘ : o

IR U 1 School, s
vised that he has known POWE qu 1 due to participation

n an America ar Association project a also rough service

e worked clogely w uring & period and even
became involved in disagreement with POWELL over some of the
Commission's issues. He stated that POWELL understands the
merits of argument, has a first-rate legal mind and he has
the greatest respect for POWELL.

He advised he had no personal knowledge regarding
POWELL's attitude on civil rights but stated that POWELL had
gerved on the Richmond School Board for many years during the
period of stress and had always argued to keep the schools
open.

POWELL also has written an article on civil disobe-
dience which was published three or four years ago in the
which he defended quite well
spect for legal institutions
shogld be used to effect any

UYL

the integrity of the courts,
and that the law and the court
-changes-. S e s S
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stated that based on his association with POWELL,
he would consider him to be highly qualified and suited from
morals, character, reputation and judicial temperament for
appointment to the Supreme Court. and would so recommend.

ProfessorF UVA Law School, advised
that he has known since they grew up together in Richmond,
Virgini e stated although they attended different schools,
he, had practiced law in Richmond during 1937 and 1938,
and was a neighbor during that time to POWELL. He has had re-

newed association during the last eight years, during which time
he has been active in the American Bar Assocation.

He advised that POWELL possesses judicial temperament
to an unusual degree. He is scholarly, poised, and would be an
asset on the Bench.

. _stated he had no knowledge regarding POWELL's
attitude on civil rights except that he knew POWELL to have been
jinvolved in the school issue in Richmond, Virginia, and in the
State during troubled years and was respected for hisﬂd

and desire to prevent the schools from being closed.
stated that POWELL is a man of excellent legal ability, we
regarded in his profession, and he would recommend him without
reservation for an appointment to the Supreme Court.

UVA Law Scho ised
had

He

Professo

ar .

stated ne has sustalned contact during the%perlo and
knows of no one whom he respects more highly 1n gal field
than POWELL. He had absolutely no reservation regarding POWELL's
character, reputation and. loyalty and considers him to have an
exceptional judicial temperament, being very even-tempered,
moderate and poised. He has qualities of mind which thoroughly
suit him for appointment to the Supreme Court.
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!stated that he is presently reviewing many of
the writlen works of POWELL prior to testifying before the
"Judicial Committee in Washington, D.C., next week on POWELL's
appointment. From the review of POWELL's written reports, he
)D7c; would consider him to be a moderate on civil rights and compared
POWELL's views as being close to those of .the late Supreme Court
Justice BLACK, whqse opinions were filed during the mid-1960's.

. stated that he would recommend POWELL without
any reservation whatsoever. )
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llowing investigation was conducted by SA
on October 26, 1971, at Lexington,
irginia: |
Mr.MProfessor of Law,
Washington and Lee University, a sed he did not teach

at the University at the time LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR.,
was a student but he has known him for approximately 20
years. He stated Mr. POWELL has been active in the Law
School Association and has participated in a most construc-
tive manner. He stated,through his observation of Mr.
POWELL, he considers him, in ability, experience, and
temperament, to be outstanding in the law field. He stated
Mr. POWELL is a very level-headed, scholarly, intelligent

individual of t i chest integrity, reputation, and
character. Mr. stated he has never heard amything
of a derogatory natur ncerning Mr. POWELL and has
seen him display bias or prejudice in any form. Mr.ﬁ
advised he considers Mr. POWELL to be eminently qualille

for a position on the U.S. Supreme Court.and recommends him
without reservation.

43



B
B7C

g3

RH 77-11979 > ’ - o J

o GTMiwsk s
1 . |
Attorney at Law and former
Commonwealth AttorneygGi Pearisburg, Virginia,
advised Special Agent he has known LEWIS

POWELL for approximately y years, having become
associated with him in the Virginia and American Bar

Assoc1at10ns and also h

Oon many, many

occasions.

Mr.gstated, in his opinion, Mr. POWELL's
integrity is aboVe€ reproach, his legal qualifications are
infinite, and he considers him to be the most qualified
nominee to the Supreme Court of the United States that has

been nominated in the past twenty years.

The above interview with Mr.-was conducted
on October 26, 1971,

Mr._advised he recommended Mr. POWELL fully
and completely.-:

w9
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- e following investigation was conducted.by
SA on October. 26, 1971:

ity of Bristol, Bristol, Virginia, advised that
e was a classmate of LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., at Wash-
ington and Lee University Law School, Lexington, Virginia,
and has known POWELL approximately 40 years. This relationship

e
BIC

has bee casual basis socially and regularly on a business
basis. knows POWELL to have excellent legal ability
and tha L maintains the highest regard and reputation
among other members of the legal society in the State of
Virginia.

_stated that POWELL, to the begt of his know-
ledge, was not a member of any racially pfejudige organization
and believed him to be neutral on civil rI ters with
excellent judicial ability and reasonable and balan %

7

temperament., He recommended Mr. POWELL.

: y ‘
’ member of Wo d Q""QQ\
Flannagan Law Firm, bristol, Virginia, 'Q(\D
of the Virginia Bar Association, advise at he has Kno

LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., for approxj 25 years on

both a professional and social level. advised he knows

POWELL's family personally and considers m e people of

unapproachable character and friendliness. stated

that he has been associated with POWELL throug e bar asso-
);Q ciation handli s and on various other civic boards

and councils. rﬁbelieves POWELL to be of exceptional

.b’-fC_ quality with an excellent legal mind and would recommend
him without reservation for any legal position.

Mmember of the law firm of
Woodward, Miles, an annagan, Bristol, Virginia, and former

President of the Virginia State Bar, advised that he has known
LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., for approximately 30 years on
almost a strictly legal 1 and has attended very few social
functions with POWELL. %believes POWELL has one of the
finest legal minds in the StaCe Of Virginia and is exceptionally
qualified for any judicial position. WOODWARD knows POWELL

to be an even-tempered individual with unquestionable character

and holding the highest regard of his associates,and he was glad
to recommend him.

50

S T



.

RH 77-11979 :

| |
ATTORNEYS '
51




e RH77-11979 T T

$e
b1c

AN
$IC

'inféhe PO

JPB/pfm

: The following i i i was conducted at
Richmond, Virginia, by S
cober 26, 197, (N
Richmond, was 1nterviewed concerning the
nomination of LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL Uniﬁed
the
anton, ohala and Kelly,

States Supreme Court. Mr.
Richmond-based law firm of

i i r noted that
of the

700
Mr.
Virginia State Bar.

Mr. advised that, in his opinion, LEWIS
FRANKLIN POWELL, ., is eminently qualified for the position
in question. He advised that POWELL possesses an t
legal mind and is a devoted student of the law.
further stated that POWELL possesses a keen insight 1nto all

complicated phases of law and is able to state the problem
in clear and concise language.

Mr.-advised- that he has, on many occasions
during the past 15 to 20 years, been associated with POWELL
in various legal and professional organizations in the
Richmond area. He stated that, although POWELL has no
judicial experience, he is absolutely certain that his legal
scholarship more than qualifies him for a position on the
Supreme Court, and he so recommended.

-stated that he has always known POWELL

to be a moderate concerning civil rights problems. He
further stated that he is aware of no information concerning
POWELL's stand on the civil rights question which would
detract from his ability to function as a fair and impartial
Justice of the Supreme Court.

Hadvised that POWELL's character and associates
are impeccable and at no time during his association with him

has he ever doubted his loyalty to the presently instituted
form of the United States Government.

stated that the only negative factor involved
nation is the nominee's rather advanced

age. However, reiterated that, in his opinion, the
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: i investigation was conducted by
SA at Richmond, Virginia,; on
October ’ : '

Honorable
and promgi

1s law office,
nished the following information:

rney, was interviewed a
Richmond, Virginia, and fur-

He has been personally acquainted with Mr. LEWIS
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. for the last five years. Through this
association, he has come to know Mr. POWELL as a man of un-
impeachable character and associates and a person who is most
highly .esteemed by his peers in the legal profession. He
further described Mr. POWELL .as a man completely loyal to the
United States and an advocate of law and order.

He considers Mr. POWELL to be one of the most respec-
ted members of the Virginia Bar and a man who is eminently quali-
fied in the field of law.

v He is aware that Mr. POWELL has been nominated for
the position of Justice on the United States Supreme Court.
He believes that despite having no prior judicial experience,
Mr. POWELL has the ability to be an excellent Justice of the
Supreme Court. -

With respect to the civil rights area, he considers
Mr. POWELL to be a moderate. He believes that Mr. POWELL has
had no first-hand experience in dealing with the race problems
in this country which may serve as a shortcoming in his evalua-
tion as a Supreme Court Justice of civil rights cases. He
added, however, that he considers Mr. POWELL to be a fair
person who is interested in seeing progress being made in the
civil rights field, however, such progress should be made
slowly.

The only other shortcoming that he can think of
with regard to Mr. POWELL is that of Mr. POWELL's age. He
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mentioned that Mr. POWELL is 64 years of age.

He recommends Mr. POWELL for the position of Justlce
of the United States Supreme Court.



e

G
sIc

RH 77-11979
TJO/pfm

owing investigation was conducted by
SA n October 25, 1971, at
Richmond, Virginia:
‘ Mr .min the
law firm of Hill, Tucker, an rsh, ast. treet,

advised that he has been personally acquainted with LEWIS
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., for the last 25 years. Through his
acquaintance with POWELL, he has come to know him as a
person of excellent character and reputation, who associates
wit individuals of like character and reputation.

Mr. described Mr. POWELL as being a responsible
and civic-ml citizen and one whose loyalty has never
been questioned.

Mr. Mr. POWELL to be a person quite
knoyled e 1in law. ith regard to civil rights matters,
Mr. r. POWELL as a moderate, indicating

that Mr. been in favor of progress in the civil
rights area, however, desirous that this progress be made
with caution.

Mr.mthat Mr. POWELL has been nomi-
nated for the position of Justice on the i

Supreme Court and, for this position
Mr. POWELL without reservation. Mr.
November 3, 1971, he intends to testifly

subcommittee concerning Mr. POWELL's appointment at which
time he will recommend Mr. POWELL without reservation.
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ollowing investigation was conducted by SA
on October 25, 1971, at Richmond, Virginia:

mAttomey with Williams,
Mullen, an ristian, Attorneys-at-Law, 510 United Virginia

Bank Building, advised that he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL, 42 on a professional, civic, and social
basis. stated that he considers Mr. POWELL

to be a man of Impeccable honesty and sterling character.

He also advised that Mr. POWELL is a very trustworthy
person whose reputation is above reproach.
tated that Mr. POWELL is a fine,

- S
upstanding citizen ’ is knowledge, has never belonged

to any organizations or movements which could be considered
undesirable or disloyal.

_ Mr.Fstated that he considers Mr.
POWELL to be a awyer and one who is immensely qualified
for the position for which he is being considered. He
further advised that, in his opinion, Mr. POWELL would be
considered to be a moderate in civil rights matters and

has a fine temperament as a lawyer and would make an extremely
competent judge, and he so recommends him.,
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ollowing investigation wés conducted by SA
t Richmond, Virginia, on October 26, 1971:

Insurance Company, Richmond, rginia, advis e s known
IEWIS F., POWELL, JR. since the early 1920s. ontinued
he has known POWELL both socially and professgio and has
practiced with POWELL on numerous cases. stated he
holds POWELL in the highest regard, and further advised he

could not think of a better person to be nominated f
position on the Supreme Court of the United States. h
added in his estimation POWELL possesses a brilllant lega
mind, and further stated he could not think of any derogatory
information as to POWELL's character, reputation, loyalty and
assoclates. Mr, related he was ha to recommend
assoclates Ny PDY
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
at Richmond, Virginia, on October 26, 1971:

MrMLawyer, Richmond, Virginia,
advised that he has known or a perlod of close to

fifty-five years, and he further advis hat he has opposed
POWELL in court on three occasions. ﬁontinued that in
his estima WELL is a thorough, honorable and brilliant
attorney. mstated he highly recommends POWELL in his
nonination to e Supreme Court of the United States, and
further advised President NIXON Could not have nominated a
better man, and he was happy to add his recommendation.
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ollowing investigation was conducted by SA
at Richmond, Virginia, on October 26, 1971:

Virginia, advised that he has own of POWELL for a period

of six years, but has not persona WELL, nor has he

practiced ainst POWELL. ontinued that he
used to b or United ates District Judge :
ROBERT R, s ., and that during that time he observed

POWELL practice in court, and. stated from s gservations

he considers POWELL a brilliant attorney. added that
he is presently with a private law firmm, an he has heard
his colleagues and other associates speak very highly of
POWELL in all regards. He recommended Mr. POWELL.

59

e L e AT e W A3 e LY R A S T v Pttt s




RH 77-11979
IEW:skl

ing investigation was conducted by SA
t Hopewell, Virginia, on October 26,
97l:

qttorney,‘ Hopewell, Virginia,
residing 1n Prince George, rginia, advised that he

IEWIS F., POWELL, JR. for at least ‘twenty years. Mr.

YiC stated POWELL had been associated with his
cousgin in the law firm of
n RicC d,_Virginia.

Mr tated that he was familiar with the
career of POW , and considers POWELL to be of excellent
character and to have an excellent reputation. He also con-
siders POWELL to be an outstanding student of law and an
excellent candidate for a position as Justice of the United

States Supreme Court. He concluded that he was glad to
recommend Mr. POWELL.
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ollowing investigation was conducted by SA
at Richmond, Virginia, on October 26,
lIllIIIIIIIIIIIIIEII!!II'I.!!!I!!'I!!!I!!I!Df the

firm of Sands, Anderson, Mar and arke, n nd Main

Streets, Fidelity Bank Building, Richmond, Virginia, advised
he had known IEWIS F. POWELL JR for approximately forty '

- _ v
POWELL du his time until 1935, when POWELL left
the firm. Mr. stated since then he has followed
POWELL's progress and career and considers him to be of
excellent character and reputation. He also stated that in
line with recent comments concerning possible diqcriminatory
practices by Mr. POWELL, he felt that there was "nothing to
it". He advised he considers POWELL to be one of the "most
broad-minded individuals" and that POWELL followed the
"letter of the law" as well as the "morals behind it".

Mr. gtated that he would recommend POWELL for a

pos as Justice on the United States Supreme Court with-
out any reqervations whatever.
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SA

daughter and son-i

irginia, advised he has known

d Main Streets,

be reac

and Mrs.

N

and is intellectually honest.

hig

the past forty years as fellow attorneys.
stated that Mr. POWELL is a schola i

Mr,

hed in ¢

Westover !1r !orce Base,

earned in the law,
stated that Mr. POWELL

" The following investigation was conducted by
at Richmond, Virginia on October 25, 1971:

Southern States
Richmond, Virginia,

Cooperative, Inc.
advised that Mr. as on vacation until November 1,
1971 and further a e could i

is fine gentleman, is courteous, and a very able lawyer.
Mr.ﬁstated that he considers Mr. POWELL to be "super"
y qualified for a position as a United States Supreme

Cou ice and based upon his knowledge of Mr. POWELL,

Mr.

in reference to race, creed or religion. Mr.

that he could think of no one, who in his opinjon,mz

be
Mr.

dvised he_ would highly recommend Mr. POWELL for
that position. Mr.*stated that he knows nothing
derogatory regarding Mr. POWELL in any way and stated that
he does not believe Mr. POWELL to be prejudic

rd anyone
stated
ould

tter Supreme Court Justice than Mr. LEWIS POWELL.
tated that Mr. POWELL is of extremely high

character, reputation, loyalty and associates and is well
regarded in the City of Richmond, Virginia and for that
matter in the whole State of Virginia.

e N Tt

62

e g, g o e A S

S e i s o i ren e e P e S e A T




i Y03
b1C

RH 77-11979
GGR/mcg
2

virginia Tria awyers Association, RoO

utua lding, 909 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia,
advij s known Mr. LEWIS POWELL for the past 25 years.
Mr.ﬂadvised that Mr. POWELL is of excellent character,
reputation, loyalty and associates and stated that he knows
of i rogatory regarding Mr. POWELL in any way.
Mr.mstated that Mr. POWELL is exceptionally well
qualified Ior a United States Supreme Court Justice as
pertains to Mr. ! egal background and personal
background. Mr. stated that he knows nothing
which would indicate Mr. POWELL is prejudiced in any

- way one individual or any group of individuals.
Mr. advised that on September 25, 1971, the Board

of Governors of the Virginia Trial Lawyers Association,
Richmond, Virginia, unanimously endorsed Mr. POWELL as a
United States Supreme Court Justice and so notified both
the President of the United States and the Attorney General
of ited States of this endorsement by letter.
Mr.*stated that he knows of no one who is better
qualifie be a Justice of the United States Supreme

Court than Mr. LEWIS POWELL, and he was glad to recommend
him. ‘
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” Richmond, virginia, advised SA on
tober 26, 1971; that he has been acquainted wit S

FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. for 23 years and is a close friend of
POWELL's. : : .

”advised that POWELL is a very quiet,
reserved individual, who has a great legal mind and the
judicial temperament to be a judge of an appell t,
particularly the United States Supreme Court. ﬁa
stated that POWELL has good legal ability and that he has
been involved in cases with POWELL on a number of occasions
usually as an opposing attorney and POWELL has always exhibited

‘his ability as being an individual who is well versed in the
law.

madvised that POWELL is a very community-
minded individual and in civil rights matters, he considers
him to be an enlightened moderate, not a segregationist and

one who would uphold every man's dﬁand rights, regard-

less of his race, color or creed. advised that to the
best of his recollection, POWELL was one Of the leaders in

having Negroes become members of the American Bar Association;
the Virginia Bar Association and the Richmond Bar Association.

gstated that POWELL also, when he was Chairman
of the Richmon hool Board for the City of Richmond, Virginia,
was one of the leaders in making it possible for the Richmond
School System to become integrated on an orderly basis.

qdvised that both POWELL and he are members
of the Commonwea Club, Richmond, Virginia; that the group
does not have any members of the Negro race, however, neither
POWELL nor he set the policy of the Club and he is not sure
that it is not possible for a Negro to become a member of the
Club if a Negro applied for membership and presented the
Hadvised that it would be to
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the advantage of any prominent lawyer such as POWELL to

be a member of the Commonwealth Club for legal purposes -
and that POWELL is a member of other groups, some of which
are integrated. -

madvised that it is alleged that the law
firm of whic LL is a member does not have any attorneys
of the Negro race but that POWELL's firm, just as any other
law firm, hire qualified attorneys to handle cases for that
firm and that he is of the opinion POWELL and his firm would
hire a qualified attorney of the Negro race if the needs of
the firm required such. He recommended Mr. POWELL without
reservation. '
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lowing investigation was conducted by Sm
. at Fredericksburg, Virginia, on October _ 1:
b S -::cxncy-oc- L., N
he has known S FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., ive years.

advised
- pIC He stated he would highly recommend him for ay position sought.
: He further advised that he has never heard anything of a derogatory
nature concerning Mr. POWELL.

mta vise 1s r1rm has done business wit e of
r.

LL for many years, and he knows him personally. He
advised that he knew nothing derogatory concerning him. He
further advised he would highly recommend him for any position
sought. :

mber of the House of
Delegates, ate o inia, advised that
he knew Mr. POWELL through his father, who ected with

Lawyers Title Insurance Corporation, Richmond, Virginia.

5 C Mr advised that he would highly recommend
Mr. POWELL for any position sought. He further advised he knew
_b"]Q of nothing of a derogatory nature concerning Mr. POWELL.

Attorney-at-Law, *
advised his rirm has been doing business wi
s firm for several years. He advised he knew of

nothlng detrlmental as to Mr. POWELL's character, ability,
or legal ethics. He stated he would highly recommend him for
the position for which he is seeking.
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The following investigation was conducted by,SA-
. -on October 26, 1971 at Petersburg, Virginia: _

Petersburg
advised that he has known LEV .y approxi-

?
mately 20 years. He stated that Mr. POWELL is one of the finest
,lg men he has ever met and would make an outstanding competent jurist.
.-b7C He stated that Mr. POWELL's character, loyalty, reputation and
associates are @dove reproach.

Ffurther advised that he feels Mr. POWELL is well
qualified for any position he would seek. He advised that he
would highly recommend him, and that he has known nothing of a
derogatory nature regarding Mr. POWELL and has never known him
to be a member of any group or organization which is racially
prejudiced.
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ollowing investigation was conducted by
SA t Richmond, Virginia:
G Al\mmember of the law firm of
)3 DERVISHIAN, s an ZLER, Richmond, Virginia,

Y1C  advised that he is familiar with LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. on a
professional basis and to his knowledge, POWELL's character,

and loyalty are beyond reproach. However,
m stated that although his field of law practice is
not conducive to everyday association with POWELL, he stated that
in his deali i WELL, he felt that he was a fair and just
individual. stated that to his knowledge, POWELL
' mbership in any racially prejudiced organization.
urther stated that to his knowledge, POWELL is a
qualifled and competent individual of honorable judicial

- temperament and he would recommend him highly for a judicial
appointment.
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in investigation was conducted by -
SA at Richmond, Virginia:

Mof the law firm of GODDIN,
MAJOR, EL » SCHUBERT, , and ELMORE I1I, Richmond,
advised that he has been fargild ith LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL,
JR. for a number of years.a'ﬁadvised that POWELL's
character, reputation, and loyalty are beyond reproach and
stated that he is one of the most qualified men he knows.

advised that to his knowledge, POWELL is
not presently mr ever has been a member of any racially
prejudicial organization.

qlalso advised that POWELL is of an honorable
judicial temperahent and would recommend him for a judicial
appointment.
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1nvest1gat10n was conducted by

The followin

_bc., the Richmond Bar
bIC Association a of the law firm of

_ GODDIN, MAJOR, and ELMORE I1I,
Richmond, adyi hat he has known LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. since
childhood. ﬁadvmed that he feels POWELL's character,
reputation, oyalty are beyond repr would recommend
him highly for a judicial appointment.. further stated
that to his knowledge, POWELL hold ersiip in any

racially prejudiced organlzatlon.emalso stated that
POWELL is of honorable judicial t and further characterized

h1m as a "moderate".
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, : i investigation was conducted by
SA on October 26, 1971 at Richmond,
f\fc Virginia: ,
YiC
' H Attorney, First Federal Savings
and Loan Association, advised that he does not know LEWIS
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. personally, but that he has heard of Mr.

POWELL ad has never heard anything derogatory whatsoever
concerning Mr. POWELL.

(E3
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owing investigation was conducted by SA
} at Richmond, Virginia, on October 26, 1971:

{ii’ - 4 | ‘iii
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: , practicing
attorney an n Richmond,
Virginia, in the Eastern District o irginia, advised that

he knows LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., only by reputation and
has had no legal transactions with him personally. He advised
he knows that Mr. ‘POWELL enjoys an excellent reputation in the
legal profession and stated that he has never heard anything
of a derogatory nature concerning this. individual.

aino
Eastern District of Virginia, advised that he is personally

-acquainted with LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., whom he has known
for a number of years. He advised Mr. POWELL enjoys very
fine reputations in both the legal profession and in his
community, and that his character is beyond reproach. He
stated that Mr. POWELL's ability as a practicing attorney
is unknown to him and that Mr. POWELL's courtroom experience
has been very limited. He advised he considers Mr. POWELL
to be a conservative in his interpretation of the law and
that Mr. POWELL, on several occasions, has been critical
of the decisions of the U, S. Supreme Court. Mr.
advised that he could not point out specific
nstances of this criticism of the U. S. Supreme Court
but that in general it dealt with what is considered the
liberal view of the court in the field of law enforcement.
He advised he was aware of no specific criticism on the part
of Mr. POWELL of the U. S. Supreme Court in the field of
civil rights. He recommended Mr. POWELL,

72

S T T e e P




S
-y (o8

RH 77-11979

RPS:mhh

=1-

The i i i jon was conducted by
Special Agent at Richmond, Virginia,
on October 26, : _
a prominent Negro ‘attorney, advised that he ows

FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. only by reputation and does not know
Mr. POWELL personally. He stated that Mr. POWELL's repu-
tation in Richmond, Virginia, is outstanding and that

Mr. POWELL is regarded most highly in the legal community.
He stated that he has never heard anything derogatory con-
cerning Mr. POWELL and that Mr, POWELL is generally regarded

-as having one of the finest legal minds in the country. He

advised that he believes that Mr., POWELL is exceptionally
well qualified for a judicial position with the United States
Govermment and he would highly recommend Mr. POWELL for such
a position. He further advised that Mr, POWELL's reputation
in the civil rights field is "middle of the road" and he has
never heard any derogatory statements made about Mr., POWELL
by either black or white attorneys in Richmond, Virginia.
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA'Illlllllllllllllliilli

On October 26, 1971, the following persons
were interviewed:

T o S
F s barton, Parker, Epps, and Bren
aw 1

rm, Suite 1200, Mutual Building, 9th and East
Main Streets, Richmond Virginia, advised that he has
known LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. approximately forty
years since POWELL first came to work as a young attorney
after having completed his Masters Course in Law at
Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Approximately four years later, in the early
1930s, Mr. POWELL left the firm to join the law firm
he is presently assogiated with as a partner. During
that period of time,*has observed that Mr. POWELL
is a man of unquestiona great character, a brilliant
legal mind, and eminently qualifi a Justice @or
the United States Supreme Court. believes tha
Mr. POWELL has te ament to be an excellent Associate
Justice, and imjudgment, would be unqualifiedly
fair minded in ealings in civil rights matters
effecting the lives of members of minority races and
groups. Mr said there was nothing about which
he was aware 1in e background of Mr. POWELL which would
be detrimental to him in obtaining the high office of
Justice of the United States Supreme Court.and recommends him.

The Honorable F Attorney and
Hustings Court Judge, City o ichmond, City Hall,
10th and East Broad Streets, Richmond, Virginia, stated

that he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL JR. approximately
ten years from hav1ng associated with h1 t d

t!e gl!y of Richmond, Virginia. In Judge

opinion, LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. is qualified wi
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reservation to serve as an Associate Justice of the
United States Supreme Court from the standpoint of his
basically excellent character and morality, his fine
legal mind, and his judicial ability to thoroughly
grasp a situation and arrive at a conclusion based on

licable law and the facts presented. dJudge
,bCL ecommended LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. for

e

ic

e oitice of Associate Justice without reservation.

Mr. !!'I!!l!"!!!!ll!!!!iii!‘!il!!!!ll!!!!!l!!’
City of Richmonl, CX an as roa, reets,

3
Richmond, Virginia, said that he has known LEWIS FRAiKLIN

POWELL, JR. for approximately ten years. Mr.
considers LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. complete fied
to serve as a Justice of the United States Supreme Court
and believes that he would represent in a fair-minded
manner the interests of all segments of American society
regardless of race, creed, or ethnic background. He

said that he knows Mr. POWELL to be an upright decent
man of unimpeachable good character who has no weaknesses
to his knowledge, and he would recommend highly.

Mr.m Attorney
Christian, Barton, Parker, kpps, and Brent Law Firm,

Suite 1200, Mutual Building, 9th and East Main Streets,
Richmond, Virginia, related that he has known LEWIS

FRA N POWELL, JR., for approximately thirty-five years.
m.%m. POWELL is perhaps as well qualified
as anyone e United States of America to be appointed
to the high office of oc ice of the United
States Supreme Court. that Mr. POWELL

is a brilliant legal scholar, a man of unimpeachable good
character, uestionable loyalty to his country and
believed by%ﬁ'air and honorable in his dea
with members ol an all minority interests. Mr.
believes that Mr. POWELL will serve his country with grea

distinction on the United States Supreme Court when affirmed
by the United States Senate, and so recommends him.
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Court Justice. Beyond that, however, Mr.
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Jeffreys and Lawler Law Firm, Suite 615, Mutual Building,
9th and East Main Streets, Richmond, Virginia, related
that he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. approximately
twenty-five years and considers him to be a most excellent
choice to be a Justice of the United States Supreme Court.
Mr. W POWELL to be a great lawyer and
ag has a fine Jjudicial type temperament
and who will represent the wide interests of all Americans
if finally affirmed by the United States Senate as a
Supreme Court Justice, and he so recommended.
* Jeff yS an awler Law Firm, Suite 615,

ua uilding, 9th and East Main Streets, Richmond,
Virginia, related that he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL,
JR. over twenty years. He said that Mr. POWELL is a
loyal American citizen of unquestionable excellent
character and morality. He is a great legal mind and

has the temperament to be a Justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States by virtue of his eminently

Attorney and

fair and impartial attitudes with respect to legal questions.»'

' Mr.“believes that the selection of Mr.
POWELL by President NIXON for nomination to the Supreme
Court is one of his w1sest app01ntments He also recommends.

Mr,. Attorney, Legal Department
A. H. Robins Company, Incorporated, 1407

Virginia, and former member of
mrelated that LEWIS FRANKLIN PO S an
excellent choice to fill a vacancy on the Unlted States
Supreme Court by virtue of his fine legal qualities, his

great reputation in the le ion, and his
aid that Mr. POWELL
ice O e Supreme Court and

personality as a man. “Mr.

will make an excellent Jus

his only reservation in this regard was WELL,
at age 64, seems somewhat older than Mr. ould
like to have a man assume responsibility e
knew

76

g s . - R S LA FATLrr My sy




oo
YiC

| RH 77-11979

WHS: jbp

of no shortcomings in the background of Mr. POWELL to
fulfil the role of a Supreme Court Justice.

“m ttorney,
Mutual Building, and Eas ain Streets, Richmond,

irginia, related that he has been anattorney for forty-
eight years and known of LEWIS IN POWELL, JR. for
epproximately forty years. %ﬁorﬁlders Mr.
POWELL to be as well qualified as an e in the legal
profession to be an Associate Justice of the United States
Supreme Court. He said that Mr. POWELL is a man of

great integrity as a person and ability as a lawyer who
has the appearance of having a great judicial temperament.

For this reason, he recommends him most highly for the
position involved.

7 77
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at Richmond, Virginia, on October 25, 1971:

L1c m Chesterfield Court
: House, Virginia, advised he has never met LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL,

JR., personally but knows him by reputation only. He said all

comments concerning POWELL's abilities as an attorney and as an
- individual have been excellent, and that he knows of no reason

why he should not be considered favorably for the position of

1:Ep.stice of the United States Supreme Court, and he so recommends
im.

- The following investigation was conducted by SA—

O R i at e
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L UADBANID
e following investigation was conducted by S
’

dg October 26, 1971, at Petersburg, Virginia: _
Y - i e
Association, currently in law practice at Petersburg, Virginia,

advised that he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., since the
G early 1920's. He stated he has never known a1 ything derogatory
regarding POWELL and has served with him in Bar Association legal
L matters and activities. He stated that POWELL has never discussed
political beliefs but believes POWELL to be of a conservative
judicial temperament and further believes POWELL to be very fair,
conscientious and highly capable. He stated POWELL is not known
to be racially prejudiced, nor has POWELL ever been known to be
‘a member of any racially prejudiced group or organization.

! stated that he would highly recommend POWELL for
any position he is seeking and believes he would be an outstand-
ing jurist.




. “ B .
RH 77-11979 |
RDR :mhh .
-1-

The ation was conducted by
Special AgentWt Charlottesville, Virginia,
. ))C, on October 23, : »
Xrc mAttorney At Law, residing at
: vey, virginla, advlsed he has been socially and
professionally acqu th LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL in
° excess of 20 years.ﬂadvised that throughout this
20 years, he has always held POWELL in highest esteem based
‘ ability and hls dedication to the

both upon his prof

legal profession, *advised .that during the period of

time he has been acqualnted with POWELL he has never heard

POWELL 8ay or do anything which would reflect adversely :tc
,moyalty to the United States in any way. In addition,

a

dvised that through his professional and social con- B
.th POWELL he has never noted any extremi ude or
point of view expressed on the part of POWELL, m
advlised that to the best of his knowledge POWELL enjoyed
an excellent reputation amongst his peers, associates and
other contacts within the legal profession, and also enjoyed _
the reputation of being a man of hi cter, exceptional ST
integrity, and extreme competence. madvised that in o
his personal dealings with POWELL, always dis
s the utmost discretion and never violated any trust, ’ﬁ
further advised that he would highly recommend POWEL or
H7C any Government position based upon POWELL's high degree of
e professional Jﬂtlity, outstanding personal attributes

and honesty. elieves POWELL to be of moderate temper-
Mh a "reasonable" attitude toward all issues in which

ad personal knowledge,

&
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Mng investigation was conducted by
SA »

4

On October 26, 1971, Mr.

Attorney in the law firm of Kuyken!a!!, !!!! and Whiting,

20 South Cameron Street, Winchester, Virginia, advised he

has been both socially and professionally acquainted with
LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., for the past 35 years tated he

He said that Mr. POWELL is a most honorable individual
and believes in law and order. He further stated that POWELL
will bring to the Supreme Court the needed stability in the
interpretation of the Constitution of the United States. He
stated that he most highly recommends that POWELL be con-
firmed as a Justice of the United States Supreme Court.
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he was in law school at Washmgton and Lee Univer-
sity in ex:mgton, Virginia.

stated he has contji i .
POWELL through the
and also has contac in

regar e or Revision of the State

, appmtely nmeteen years, having first met him when

. Constitution for the State of Virginia on which Mr. POWELL

served,

MStated Mr. POWELL's integrity and
legal ab questioned and that Mr., POWELL has a
keen analytical mind and is an individual wvho is very fair-
minded in his approach to the legal profession.

He recommended Mr, POWELL.
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Hﬁ.rginia House of Repre-
sentatives an ad irodnd ised
on October 26, /L, that he has known .

Virginia Bar Association. Mr. stat ed he knows of
nothing detrimental concerning . ELL's character,
reputation, and loyalty and described Mr. POWELL as being
one of the foremost lawyers in the State of Vijrginia, and
believes he possesses excellent judicial ability based upon
‘his thorough knowledge of law, and he so recommends.

contacts with the
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Attorney at Law, Goldst.

d Special Agents

hat he has known
Oor rOorty years or more, having first met

him through mutual friends when he was attending law
school at Was

i ee University in Lexington,
Virginia. Mr. stated he has seen Mr. POWELL
many times since the institution of their friendship and

considers his integrity above reproach and that his legal
ability is infinite.

' Mr.”stated that Mr, POWELL possesses one
- of the finest legal minds anywhere in the United States and

believes President NIXON could not have nominated a more

qualified individual for the Supreme Court of the United
States.

Mr. 1”added the one thing which has always '
influenced him i1n his association with Mr. POWELL is his
,b7C open and fair-minded approach to the legal profession.

The above interview with Mr, _was conducted
on October 26, 1971. .

He recommemhi Mr. POWELL without reservation.

- 84_ —
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on October 26,

’ tely
fifteen years, having first met him when he ﬁwas
attending law school at Washington and Lee Univ ty in
Lexington, Virginia, and having met him on numerous

ﬁii. Oﬁs since that time throuih his association with the

_ Mr.Hstated Mr. POWELL has an outstanding
reputation, both as a citizen and as an atto iz the

. State of Virginia, and his legal ability, Mr. stated,

is unquestioned and by far one of the finest in the State
of Virginia. '

Mr.-stated he has never heard anything
derogatory concerning Mr, POWELL and believes that his
character, reputation, associates, and loyalty are
certainly above reproach, and he would recommend him
without reservation as a nominee for the United States
Supreme Court. :
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ttorney at La_
burg, Virginia,

advised o>p g on October 26,
1971, he has knewn Mr. WIS PO r approximately

twenty years, having met him in Richmond through mutual

fri association through
th

Mr.mstated Mr. POWELL's reputation as a
lawyer is we own and he, himself, believes that Mr,

- POWELL has one of the finest legal minds in the country

today.

Mr. stated he has never heard any derogatory
information concerning Mr. POWELL, that his integrity is
unquestioned; and, in his opinion, he is the best nominee
to the Supreme Court of the United States in the past
twenty-five years. and highly recommended him,

- 86
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The i i stigation was conducted by
Special Agent on October 26, 1971:
Virginia, and Attorney
at s Virginia, advised he is

LEWIS F POWELL JR. by reputation only.

said that as far as he knows, Mr, POWELL has er an
occasion to p tsylvania County or the City
of Danville, WSald he had never heard
anyone either in egal profession, in state politics

or a layman make any statement which might tend to be
detrimental to Mr. POWELL's character or reputation.
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: e following investigation was conducted by
SA t Roanoke, Virginia:

On October 23, 1971,” Law Firm of
ADCE Woods, Rogers, Muse, Walker an ornton, ranklin Road,
»7C S. W., Roanoke, Virginia, stated he had known LEWIS FRANKLIN

POWELL, JR. for a e i

y
and PO was appointed to this Board to serve with
1m,

elated that they worked together on the Board for

i ears. He informed POWELL came to the
rom the School Board of the City o
1chmond, virginia, e

ere he had served in a very able
capacity. He advised that he found POWELL to be a most out-
standing individual in his 1

jfications and a man of
the finest moral character. e would recommend
POWELL without reservation for the ed States Supreme
Court and knew of no reason why he should not be confirmed
for this position.

Yl
k4




G
b1C

RH 77-11979
%PS:shb

' owing investigation was conducted by
SA at Roanoke, Virginia:

On October 25, 1971,” law firm of
Gentry, Locke, Rakes and Moore, enandoah Building, Roanoke,
related he had been personally acquainted with LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL, JR. for five years b known of POWELL for a

period of twenty ye was assogal
i i d th
relate m his observa

an owledge ©O ’ e considered him to be extremely

qualified for a position on the Unite s Supreme Court

and his character was unimpeachable. said that he

would recommend POWELL for this positlon.
- On October 25, 1971,

O - :im
of Copenhaver, Ellett and Lawrence, Colonia erican National

Bank, Roanoke, Virginia, advised he and POWELL were fellow
ington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia.
he had maintained a personal relationship with

since this time and felt POWELL to be an extremely

able and competent attornmey. He advised POWELL's reputation

was beyond reproach and he considered him to be honest, loyal,
reliable, with the very best moral character.

"he would highly recommend POWELL
for the United States Supreme Court, without reservation.

'3
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ing investigation was conducted by
SA at Roanoke, Virginia:
On October 25, 1971,m law firm
uilding, Roanoke, Virginia,

of Hunter, Fox, and Trabue, 70
informed he had been personally acquainted with LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL, JR. for a number of years. He advised that his law
firm did business w1th the law firm of POWELL in Richmond,

Virginia, and POWELL's fj nsidered one of the outstand-
ing firms of the state. %he considered POWELL -
extremely capable and he would T end him without reserva-

tion for the U. S. Supreme Court. He related nothing had
come to his attention that would indicate POWELL was not
qualified for this position.

On October 25, 1971,

of the law
flrm of Eggleston, ildino

. as an attorney for many years. He
1nformed he felt POWELL was eminently qualified as an attorney
to serve on the United States Supreme Court. He further re-
lated nothing had come to his attention that would indicate

POWELL was anything other reliable, trust- °
worthy American citizen. ould recommend POWELL
for the United States Supreme Court, without reservations.
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. ing investigation was conducted by
'K; SA at Roanoke, Virginia:

¥ic

Mr .
Roanoke, rginia,
related he had me ut was not per-
sonally acquainted with him and had no personal knowledge of

his qualificatioms.

bg uring the s, his o recelved work

[0 s law firm in Richmond Virginia, and it was ‘

. ﬂ:red one of the best law flrms in the State of Virginia.
conti

tated he knew of no reason why POWELL should not be
rmed as a Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court.
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o Date of Hamsciption “October 26 , 197

o, Mro
1 inte;v@ewed at

i

s
ecial Agents
who are known to

, A set of the interview, Special Agent?
advised Mr. hat the interviewing agents wished to dis=-
cuss with him a statement attributed to him by the press to the
effect that the law firm of which Mr. LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL,

JR, is a member discrimpi against minority groups in its
hiring practices. WMr. was asked if he would furnish a
signed statement regar matter, however, he refused to

do so. Thereafter, Mr. furnished the following informa-
tion orally:

He has no direct or indirect knowledge of Mr. LEWIS
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR.

He has never sought employment with the law firm,
Hunton, Williams, Gay, Powell and Gibson of Richmond, Virginia,
which is the firm that Mr., LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. is a
member. '

. In 1969, when he arrived in Richmond, Virginia, he
sought employment with various law firms: In so doing, he
was informed by a member iz Po

- Mr.? refused to furnish the identity of the
individual who turnished him this information and again reiter-
kﬁ; ated that he has never applied for a position with the law firm,
Y51¢  Hunton, Williams, Gay, Powell and Gibson.

He pointed out that to his knowledge, in 1969 the
law firm of Hunton, Williams, Gay, Powell and Gibson did not
have any Negro members on its legal staff and that this situa-
tion, to the best of his knowledge, continues to the present time.

S

nterviewed on___ 10/25/71 a_Richmond, Virginia File # Richmond 77-11979
SA and i%(- :
by SA TJO:shb o1 dicioted 10/26/71

This document contoins nelther recommendotions .nor conclusions of the EBI, It is the property of the FBl and is loaned to your agency;
o _._it-ond -its- contehts are not to be distributed oulside your ageacy,

s YT AR T R £ W Y AR I N 7 e et it s s 4 o




RH 77-11979

TJO/pfm ' e 7 R

i investigation was conducted by SA
at Rlchmond Vlrglnla, on
October ’ :

pI1C firm of Hunton, liams, Gay, Powe an on, 700 . .

Building, adv1sed that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL JR., is a
partner in said law firm.

Mr. muqat with regard to the hiring
practices of the law firm of Hunton, Williams, Gay, Powell,
and Gibson, said firm's policy is and has been to employ
anyone who is qualified regardless of race.
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GMfIr e
e following investigation was conducted by SA-

ﬂt Radford, Virginia, on October 26, 1971:
mAttomey-at-Law, firm of Spiers,
Spiers and Mink, Radrord, virginia, advised that he has been

acquainted with LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., for approximately

ine originally met him through his father,
and since that time has been acquainted
W1 association in the Virginia and American
Bar Associations. )
that he has been i d
and a half
and during eriod, ad

O observe Mr. POWELL's integrity and also
the tremendous legal ability which he possesses.

er that he had recently read in a
newspaper that a Mr. a Negro attorney in Richmond, Virginia,
had accused Mr. POWELL and his firm of discrimination j

iring
a Negro, and that it is almost impossible for him, Mrm
to believe that thm‘s true because he believes 1 o

be more to it than ad stated in the newspaper, as he
has found Mr. POWE one of the most open-minded men he
has ever met and cannot conceive of Mr. POWELL discriminating
against any person. .

chat'he has the highest regard for
Mr. POWELL, his family® and law firm and would recommend him

highly in every respect for a position of Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States.
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FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL JUDGES
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District Court for the Eastern
Richmond, Virginia, advised SA
acquainted with LEWIS

FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. and has been acquainted with him for

the past 25 years.

stated that prior to taking the

in a number of cases and that

e him in the United States
District Court. stated that POWELL has a
great legal mind; € 1s one who is very capable in
appellate matters and one with the proper judicial tempera-
ment to become the judge of an appellate court and he would
highly recommend him as a Justice for the United States
Supreme Court.

— stated that he had not written any

letters of recommendation for POWELL recommending his nomina-

bench, he oppose
POWELL has also

.tion as a Justice of the United States Supreme Court, but

that if he were called by a Senate ould cer-
tainly testify in favor of POWELL. advised
that POWELL is a very quiet individual who 1s of the highest

character, integrity and honesty and that he is most thor-
ough in everything he does. '

' advised that he has never discussed
civil rights matters h POWELL, but that he knows from
discussions with him that he has the highest respect for the
human rights of all mankind and that he also knows that re-
gardless of POWELL's personal feelings toward anything or
anyone, he would follow the law and the Constitution of the
United States, in deciding a case.

i hat both POWELL and he are
members o Richmond, Virginia; that
the Club does not have any members, however, the policy

9
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of the Club, whatever it is, was set prio i
POWELL and he became members and that he,
would have no way of knowing if anyone of the Negro race

had applied for membership in the Club.,

Fadvised that he is also aware that
the firm of which POWELL is a partner does not have any
Negro attorneys, however, he is certain that if a Negro
attorney did apply for a position with the firm, he would

be given every consideration, particularly for their ability,
rather than their ethnic origin.

added he would highly recommend
Mr. POWELL eme Court.
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o United States Court
of Appeals rcult, KiChmond, Virginia,
advised S on October 26, 1971, that he

has been acquainte IS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. for

Wi
‘twenty years and that he considers him a man of excellent
legal ability and a man of the highest character, integrity

and honesty and that he would highly recommend him as a
Justice of the United States Supreme Court.

madvised that as well as he could
recall, P as been before his court on one or two
occasions and that he ha riefs on which
POWELL's name appeared. tated he considered
POWELL to be a capable attorney and the briefs he has had

an occasio ea ar to have been written by a legal
scholar, stated that he considers POWELL to
be a person ol judicial temperament and one who would make
a great Justice of the United States Supreme Court.

* advised that he has never had an
opportunity to discuss civil rights matters with POWELL,

however, he considers him to be a moderate in the civil
rights field, based on what he has heard concerning him;
that he is not a bigot in any way and he is certainly a man
who is very much concerned with the rights of other human
beings. :

stated- that both he and POWELL are
members of the:Lommonwealth Club in Richmond, Virginia; that
the Commonwééffﬁftlug does not have any Negro members, however,
Yieither POWELL nor he set the policies of the Club and he

does not know if any member of the Negr pplied
for membership in the Commonwealth Club advised
that due to the fact tHEE“POWELL is a member of one of the

largest law firms in Virginia,.it would be fitting for him
to be a member of the;Commonwealth-Cluéb:and it would be

almost necessary that"he be a mémber ifi order to carry on
his law practice.
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mtated he does know that POWELL
was Chairman ot the Richmond School Board, Richmond,
Virginia, and that when he was on the Richmond School
Board, he was mosét tolerant toward all races and he never

showed any favoritism, regardless of race, color or
creed.
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' owing investigation was conducted by SA
on October 25, 1971:

RLIN PUW , JR., since
an intimate social asso-

rofessionally

advised that he has kKnown

the middle 1940's and, although n
ciate, he has known him both i
during this interim of time. stated that he
would in no way question Mr. s loyalty to the United
States and that Mr. POWELL has shown his devotion to the
country by his attitude and public service. He related that
he considers Mr. POWELL to be a clean-living and sober indivi-
dual in mind, conduct, and habits. He added that Mr. POWELL's
reputation among associates both socially and professionally

is of the highest.

With regard to Mr. POWELL's ability,—
stated that he is a profound student of the law, a researcher
in law,dedicated to the U. S. Constitution and to the
Constitutional form of government. He regards him as an
A-1 lawyer, counsel, and adviser, who is well-versed in
corporate law and has represented numerous corporations
in this field of endeavor. He related that he considers the
law firm in which Mr. POWELL is a partner, namely Hunton,
Williams, Gay, Powell, and Gibsom, to be the strongest
law firm in the State of Virginia.

Hcommented that he considers Mr.

POWELL a moderate on the civil rights issues and would expect

- him to handle all civil rights issues with an open mind and

consider the mattergeab Rans a deep sense of respect
ed.', : ot o e _that

the case 0L B ersu 1€
poward County, came before the District
upreme Court. The Board of Education

.

o1(d

?

0 @ =
Court of Appeals and S

a ad no contact
Wi e er directly or indirectly. He further
related that LEWIS POWELL had nothing to do insofar as
briefs or any other phase of this litigation were concerned. ~
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He further related that he could make this statement gince
mdirectly involved with the court litigation.
uc

went on to state that he recalls that the Boa
ation of Prince Edward County in fact dropped Hunton,
Williams, Gay, Powell, and Gibson as legal representatives
because they desired this law firm to enter into their
feelings whereas instant firm merely acted as counsel and
represented them in court.

nalso related that LEWIS POWELL
believes in i1aw entorcement and feéls that law enforcement

has been strapped by some of the legal decisions handed
down by our courts.

madvised that he knows nothing which
could preclude Lk WELL from being elevated to the
Supreme Court of the United States.and highly recommended him.
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following irwestigation was conducted by SA—
at Richmond, Virginia, on October 26, 1971:

,an The reme
s, State of Virginia, who resides a
| p-1d Richmond, furnished the following informatidn:

Wthat he has been acquainted with LEWIS :
FR JR., since approxi 1939 in both

?
a professional and social status. nsider
himself a good personal friend of . POWELL
as a  highly intelligent individual of excellent character. He
stated he never had any reason to doubt the honesty, integrity
or loyalty to the United States of POWELL. o .

that in addition to being an exceptionally well
qualified attorney, POWELL had also served as President of the
American Bar Association, during which time he was highly regarded
by the legal profession throughout the United States.

‘ -he felt POWELL was extremely well qualified

to serve as Justice on the Supreme Court of the United States
and would recommend him highly for this or any other position.

w iurt
of Appeals, State of Virginia, who resides a
Richmond, was interviewed and furnished the following inio ion:

me has been acquainted with POWELL since
approximately or 1930 wheﬂactieing law in

the Richmond, Virginia, area. that he had known

,b"IC POWELL rat ince that time, both professionally and
socially, that POWELL had appeared before him in
both Circuit and Appeal Courts, and POWELL was an extremely
capable and qualified attorney.

L has an extremely keen knowledge
of the law. POWELL as an individual of excellent
character, honesty, and integrity, and an individual who is

well liked by his peers. He stated that he felt POWELL would be
exceptionally well gualified for the position of Justice with
the Supreme Court of the United States and he would recommend
him highly for such a position. '
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The fo i souecti ion was conducted by
Special Agent A

- On October 26, 1971,

, Richmond,
Richmond, was

interviewed and furnishe owing inrormation:

' Whe has been acquainted with LEWIS
FRANKLIN ’ ., since approximately 1948 when both

he and POl ed in law practice in the City of
Richmond.whe has been closely associated with
.POWELL both professi y and socially since 1956 inasmuch
as they both live in the same immediate neighborhood.

* he considers POWELL to be of the
highest character, honesty and inter the most

intelligent men he has ever known. that POWELL

is very much a gentle i hases oL professional as
well as social life, that POWELL, due to his
positions with the Richmona 5C oard and the Virginia

State Board of Education, has been invol matters
involving integration and civil rights. that
to his knowledge POWELL has been moderate in his thinKing in -

these matters and generall i d the issue at hand
.~ before the racial aspect. he would consider
POWELL to be absolutely fair Co a ity group.

e considers POWELL to be one of the

best quali!ll e! men Hl e United States to serve on the

Supreme Court and would recommend him for this or any other
position, )
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Chésterfie County, Virginia, advise
on October 26, 1971, that he has been acquainted wi
FRANKLIN POWELL, “JR. for over 35 years and has been in his

presence on numerous occasions pertaining to
as well as discussions carried on by POWELL.
stated that POWELL is a very quiet individual of great legal

ability and one who would have the ability as well as the
judicial temperament to be the judge of an appellate court,
particularly a Justice of the United States Supreme Court.

: Fadvised that most of POWELL's work
consists of appellate work and that he would be one who

would be most thorough in any opinion he would have an
opportunity to prepare and he would be one who would abide

by the laws of this country as well as the Constitution of
this country.

| —advised that from statements he has
heard POWELL make concerning civil rights matters, he would

consider him to be a moderate in civil rights matters; that
he knows he was one who was against massive resistence to

integration in the City of Richmond, and he desired that every-

ity of Richmond abide by the law of the land.

is a supporter of the rights of everyone, regardless of their
race, color or creed.

gstated that POWELL has the highest
character, integrity and honesty and there is no blemish

on his record which would prevent him from becoming a Justice
of the United States Supreme Court.

i POWELL and he are
members o Richmond, Virednia,
and have been members o al group for many years. “
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H stated that the Club does not have any members of
t

e Negro race, however, neither POWELL nor he had any-
thing to do with the policy of the Club and that he did
not know that it.was the policy of the Club to be segre-
gated but he was of the opinion that the Club was segre=-
gated due to the fact that no members of the Negro race
have applied for membership. ' ‘

’ qadvised that the law firm of which
POWELL is a member does not have any attorneys of the

Negro race, however, he is certain from his discussions with

POWELL that the law firm does not obtain attorneys due to
their race, color or creed, but obtain attorneys due to

their ability and that the law firm would, in all probabil-

ity, obtain an attorney of the Negro race if such an attorney

applied and had the proper legal qualificatioms.

Supreme Court.
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‘ wing investigation was conducted by SA
e O ..
Court, Petersburg, Virginia, advised on October , 1971,

that he had known LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., up to approx1-

mately 20 years ago but has had no occasion to be as d
POWELL or to have met him since that time. ﬁ
tated he considers Mr. POWELL to be of impeccable
r and reputation, an able and outstanding lawyer,

and an excellent candidate for the U. S. Supreme Court.

On October 23, 1971 Mr

Petersburg, Vlrgl
a ’ N
and that he conside 's reputatlon and character to
PIC be above reproach. that he considers Mr. POWELL
to be one of the top three lawyers in the Richmond, Virginia

area and considers Mr. POWELL to be "apolltlcal"
e would have no reservations whatsoever in

recommending Mr. POWELL as a candidate for the United States
Supreme Court. _ ,
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Montgomery
" County Circuit i i
Special Agents
on October 26, , that he met L approxi-

mately eight or nine years ago, when he was introduced

to him by former Governor MILLS GODWIN; but, prior to that
time, he had heard of Mr. POWELL's fine reputation as an
attorney. :

_stated he has never heard anything of
a derogatory nature concerning Mr. POWELL; and, during the
week of October 18-22, 1971, he was in attendance at a
judicial conference held in Fredericksburg, Virginia,

attended by seventy-four Virginia State judges, and all of

these individuals were in agreement on Mr, POWELL's ability

and qualifications to sit on the Supreme Court of the United

States.

—highly recommended Mr. POWELL.
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Virginia !!at laski, Vll rg:.l m.la, a!vllsed
Special Agent on October 26, 1971, that
he has been acqualnted and associated with LEWIS FRANKLIN

POWELL, JR., for more than thirty years, having originally
become acqualnted with him at Washington and Lee Law
School, Lexington, Virginia.

”s’t&ted he has conti i iation
i WELL through legal contacts,

on the Supreme Court for the State of virginia, and
consl

s Mr. POWELL to have one of the keenest, analytlcal
legal minds of any attorney with whom he has come in
contact.

Wstated he had worked closely with
LEWIS P a period of one year, when both he and
Mr. POWELL were on the Commission on Constitutional
Revisions for the State of Virginia; and, during this

period, he was able to observe the vast legal abilities
that Mr. POWELL possesses.,

x"Hdded he is also well acquainted with
Mr, POW amily and he has never heard any derogatory
information concerning Mr. POWELL or his family and con-
siders his nomination to the Supreme Court of the United

States one of the finest commitments made by the President
of the United Sta es,
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Y1c : apprbximately eleven years, having met him
‘ through th i law and through mutual friends in
Richmond. stated he considersMr. POWELL an
i orney, whose legal abilities are excellent.

d
%added he considers Mr. POWELL's integrity
impecca

d has never heard anything of a derogatory
‘mature concerning Mr. POWELL. He highly recommended him.
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i investigation was conducted by
SA at Radford, Virginia:
irginia, advised that he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL,

JR., and his family for well over 20 years. In addition,
two years ago he served with Mr. POWELL on the Commission
to Revise the Virginia State Constitution and thereby had
considerable contact with Mr. POWELL. He described Mr.
POWELL as a "high type" loyal American, who possesses a
tremendous amount of judicial ability and would make great
contributions to the United States Supreme Court. He knows

that Mr. POWELL has lots of emendous amount
of general "know-how', Mr. hat Mr. POWELL
is completely honest, dependable, reliable, and trustworthy,

and he possesses a genial temperament and is generally
tranquil and not easily excitable. If rating POWELL, he
would give him a "top" rating as to judicial ability due

to his knowledge of the law. He has never known Mr. POWELL
to be a "racist" and he believes that Mr. POWELL would be
completely impartial with regard to civil rights matters

as he would ith the laws of the United .
States. Mr. hat Mr. POWELL's reputation
is clear on that point. e further stated that Mr. POWELL's

reputation in judicial circles is excellent and that he would
highly recommend Mr. POWELL for the United States Supreme
Court.

. !?5
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; wing investigation was conducted by
SA at Roanoke, Virginia:

r 23, 1971,
Western District o irginia, noke,
rginia, Ssta d no personal knowledge of POWELL.
" On October 25, 1971, W Hustings
Court, City of Roanoke, Virginia, 1 e was personally

acquainted with POWELL. He stated POWE ppeared in
his court during his tenure as judge. however,
POWELL bore an excellent reputation as and nothing
had come to his attention that would disqualify POWELL for the
United States Supreme Court.
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: lowing investigation was conducted by
SA on October 25, 1971:
Reﬁifé:i h!ync!!urg, !1rg1|n1|a, a!v:.' se! !!a! !el !asgown

TEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., intimately for 20 years.
He stated Mr. POWELL is a man of excellent character,

reputation, choice and a completely loyal
American citizen. considers Mr. POWELL to
be outstandingly capable in the 1d of law and believes

he possesses the necessary judicial temperament for one serving
on the bench. He stated Mr. POWELL is not politically active
and he is not aware of Mr. POWELL's political persuasion.

qstated he believes Mr. POWELL
has the support of minorTty groups and he knows of nothing
which might make Mr. POWELL a controversial person. He

highly recommends Mr. POWELL for the position of Associate
Justice of the United States Supreme Court.

L
¢

112



o
iﬂc

6

RH 77-11979
PRR/pfm

: wing investigation was conducted by
SA on October 25, 1971: )
_. I
District o irginia, Abingdon, Virginia, advised that he

has been acquainted with LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., of
Richmond, Virginia, for approximately five years and has -
had several occasions to preside over cases involving

POWELL's law firm, Hunto i ay, Powell, and Gibson
of Richmond, Virginia. advised that both he
and POWELL attended Law School at .Washington and Lee

University, Lexington, Virginia, and have had numerous
contacts regarding university activities and have also had
contacts in bar meetings and are both members of the Judicial
Conference of the Western District of Virginia.

stated that he had never met Mr.
POWELL's ut noted that in his contacts with those
who are familiar with the POWELL family that no one has

had derogatory comments and ha ery highly
of Mr. POWELL and his family. stated,
to his knowledge, all members o e legal associations

in the Virginia area hold Mr. POWELL in the highest regard
and consider him an extremely capable legalist.

%advised that, to the best of his
knowledge, Mr. 1s not a member of any prejudicial

of a calm and methodic person and he believes Mr. POWELL

i or does he have leanings on civil rights.
..b7C Mconsiders Mr. POWELL's temperament to be that

has excellent judicial ability.

%concluded by stating that he does
endorse Mr. P without hesitation, qualification, or
reservation. :
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' ing investigation was conducted by
SA lat Richmond, Virginia:
Virginia State Conference, National Association
or LNe 2Gvancement of Colored People (NAACP), 301 East

Clay Street, Richmond, Virginia, advised that the Virginia
State Conference will meet on October 29-30 and 31, 1971, at

Fort Monroe, Virginia, at the Hotel Chamberlayme, and it is
planned to consider the nominaw Mr. LEWIS FRANKLIN

POWELL, JR. at that time. Mr. stated following the
convention, an official statement concerning the o

position regarding the nomination will be issued. !m
stated he desires to withhold any comment regarding L

until after the above-mentione ther
inquiry may be directed to Mr.
Legal Staff, Virginia State Conference, after Novem 1,

1971.

tion's |
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On October 25
Medical Doctor (M.D.),
Vlrglnla, was contacted

olored People
(NAACP) from approximately d served in this
proximately the same period in the

Dr. advised he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL, JR., since 1955. He has known Mr. POWELL profession-
ally in political matters, and has had numerous social con-
tacts with him at various political, c1v1c, and charity functioms.
He stated that POWELL's character is ''top notch" and that he
considers POWELL one of the President's better appointments.
He stated he believes POWELL to be of great integrity and
feels POWELL is definitely not a segregationist. He has
never discussed civil rights with POWELL; however, he
believes POWELL would be fair in matters "of civil rights and
he knows of nothing objectionable in POWELL's background.

Dr. -further stated he is not personally
qualified to comment on POWELL's professional ability;
however, he is nevertheless impressed by news accounts
and the numerous professional honors received by POWELL.
He stated that POWELL appears to be more academically
inclined than politically.

In summation, Dr.’stated he definitely favors
POWELL's appointment, and he believes POWELL to be the least
controversial and most acceptable of those who were under
consideration for the position of United States Supreme
Court Justice. He does not believe the President could

have made a better selection, and highly recommended him.
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de foilowing investigation was conducted by SA-

t Richmond, Virginia, on October 25, 1971:

| MMiller and Rhoads
Division of Garfinckel, Brooks Brothers, Miller and Rhoads, Inc.,

advised that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., was elected a member

of the Board of Directors of Miller and Rhoads Inc., on April 21,
1949, and remained a member of the Board of Directors until
October 2, 1967, at which time Miller and Rhoads  Inc., was

acquired by Julius Garfinckel and Company, Inc., of Washington,
D.C.

On October 2, 1967, the Board of Directors of Julius
Garfinckel and Company Inc., appointed Mr, POWELL to the Board
of Directors of that firm. Subsequently,.the corporate name of
Julius Garfinckel and Company, Inc., was changed to Garfinckel,
Brooks Brothers, Miller and Rhoads, Inc. LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL,
JR., continued as a member of the Board of Directors and holds
that position at the present time.

Mr.Hstated that he has known Mr. POWELL for more

than 25 years, collsiders him to be a person of the highest moral
and ethical character, and fully professionally qualified for
appointment to the United States Supreme Court.

Mr. -highly recommended him.

;.
{1
¢
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he following investigation was conducted by SA

at Richmond, Virginia, on October 26,
| Y - -
Corporation, 914 Capitol Street, chmond, rginia, advised

IEWMWELL, JR. is a Director of the Richmond Corporation.

DG
Yic

Mr. advised he did not know how many, if any, shares
in Corporation are held or owned by Mr. POWELL. He
Q

Mossibly be ascertained through Mr.

of Richmond Corporation.
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lowing investigation was conducted by SA
at Richmond, Virginia, on October 26,
k{; T1:
e O, o101 corrore-
‘ tion, 914 Capito ree C ia, advised that

IEWIS ¥, POWELL, JR., member of the Board of Directors of
that corporation, held 506 common stock shares of the Richmond

Corporation.
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' October 26, 1971, Mr.
United Virginia Bank/State
ast Main Street, advised Special Agent

that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. is presently a member o
the Board of Directors of this bank and has so served
Yo  continuously since October 8, 1959.

Bic

He advised that Mr. POWELL became a member of the
Board of Directors of the United Virginia Bank Shares,
Incorporated, 900 East Main Street,on ‘January 10, 1963 and
is presently serving in that capacity. He advised that
United Virginia Bank Shares,Incorporated is a holding company
consisting of 12 banks in the State of Virgigd hich

He advised he has known Mr. POWELL for about 25
years socially, but are closer professionally in their
business associations. He advised that Mr., POWELL is considered
by both of these organizations to bring great strength to
the Board of Directors through use of his sound judgment on
key issues. He advised that Mr. POWELL's law firm is the
legal counsel for United Virginia Bank/State Planters and Mr.
POWELL is considered to be of great legal value in this capacity.
He advised he knew nothing of an unfavorable nature pertaining
to Mr. POWELL and would recommend him highly in every respect
to the position under consideration.

piC

P g on Uctober 26, that he has known
Mr. LEWIS F JELL, JR. for 30 years or more and has
been closely associated with him both socially and in the

business world. He advised that he knows of no person presently

in the legal profession whom he would consider better qualified
to serve on the United States Supreme Court than Mr. POWELL,
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He advised he considers Mr. POWELL to be a person of
extremely high integrity and morals and as a lawyer he
considers him to be dedicated, intelligent, and completely
qualified to interpret the laws of this country in a just
and sound manner. He recommended him without reservation.
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: ollowing investigation was conducted by SA
on October 25, 1971, at Richmond, Virginia:
#o !awyerls !1It!e !nsurance Corporation, !!!! I
utshaw Avenue, advised that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR.,

was elected to the Board of Directors of this corporation
November 17, 1965, “and is presently serving in this capacity.

He advised that he is personally acquainted with Mr. POWELL

and stated that he considers him extremely well qualified for the
position under consideration and that he knew nothing unfavor-

%E%IE§P¥Fern1ng this person or any member of his family. He recom-

im.

# o! !awyerls !1' !!e !nlslulrance !orpora!llon”,
advised that he has known Mr. LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., for

a number of years and he stated that Mr. POWELL's law firm
has represented Lawyer's Title Insurance Corporation on a
number of occasions. He said he has the highest regard for
Mr. POWELL as to ability as a lawyer, loyalty to this country,
and high moral character, and recommended him.

ﬂ Philip-Morris, Inc., 4001 Commerce Road,
advise KLIN POWELL, JR., was appointed to the Board

of Directors of this corporation September 30, 1964, and is
presently serving in this capacity. He advised that he is
acquainted with Mr. POWELL and has known him for a long period
of time both socially and as a result of Mr. POWELL's law
firm representing Philip-Morris, Inc., in the legal field.

He stated he knows of no person he considers more qualified
both as a lawyer and as a person to be a member of the United
States Supreme Court, and that he knew nothing whatsoever of
an unfavorable nature pertaining to this individual or his
family. He therefore highly recommended Mr. POWELL.

Natural Gas Corporation, ou r , advised that

LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., has served on the Board of Directors
of this corporation since May 5, 1952, and is presently so
serving. He advised that this corporation has used Mr.

POWELL's law firm on a number of occasions for tax work and

~other purposes and that he considers Mr. POWELL an outstanding'1~
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attorney, extremely well qualified in every way for the
position under consideration. He stated he was aware of
no unfavorable information pertaining to this individual.

MEthy orporation, out venue, advised

FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., was elected to the Board of
Directors of the Albemarle Paper Company, a Virginia corpora-
tion, on May 28, 1953. He advised that the Albemarle Paper
Company purchased the Ethyl Corporation in November, 1962,
and, thereafter, became the Ethyl Corporation, retaining

Mr. POWELL on the Board of Directors of the newly-formed corpora-

tion. He advised that Mr. POWELL has served continuously in
this capacity and is presently so serving. He stated that

‘Mr, POWELL's law firm is the legal counsel for Ethyl Corpora-

ic

tion. He advised he has personally known of Mr. POWELL for

a number of years and that he has never heard anything of a
derogatory nature pertaining to this individual and, based

on his association with Mr. POWELL, considers him extremely
well qualififed in every way for the position under considera-
tion. He recommended Mr. POWELL without reservation.

Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company of Virginia, as

Grace Street, advised that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., is
currently on the Board of Directors of this corporation,
having been appointed and contj ly served on this board
since March 29, 1968. Mr.ﬁstated he is well
acquainted and closely associates with Mr. POWELL and consi-
ders him to be of the highest moral character and integrity
and would not hesitate to recommend him without reservation
to the position under consideration. He stated he knew '
nothing of an unfavorable nature concerning Mr. POWELL.
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“folhwing investigation was conducted by SA
On October 26,
Richmond, Virginia,
i and and Timber Company, advise

EWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., and that the
and Timber Company is a POWELL family

mpany five or six years ago to incorporate the
handling of land and timber owned by the POWELL family in
the amount of approximately 400 to 500 acres in the Chester-
field County, Virginia area. The Chesterfield Land and
Timber Company formed a lake in the Swift Creek area of
Chesterfield County and subsequently turned this lake over
to the Chesterfield County authorities as a reservoir.

 According to“mus FRANKLIN
POWELL, JR., acts as Secretary and Gemeral Counsel for the

Chesterfield Land and Timber and the Chesterfield

Land Investment Company. Mr. advised that the address

of the Chesterfield Land and Timber Company is listed as
Attorney,

P. 0. Box 1538, Richmond, Virginia.
Virginia, advised on Octo!er !!, !!!!, t!a!

he Lawyer's Title Insu C boration,
e . Richmond, Virginis

g Z i nsurance Corpora-
tion and The Life Insurance Company of Jdireind 2315 Vest
Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia. Mr.ﬁadvised that
LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., was and still 1s an original

member of the Board of Directors of the Richmond Corporation,
founded in approximately 1967.
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lowing investigation was conducted by

Mﬂon october 26, 1971:
(R o o
Theological Seminary, advised that LEWIS F, POWELL, JR.

was a Trustee of Union Theological Seminary from 1956
to 1964 at which time he was rotated off the board.

He further advised that POWELL was at one time a member
of the Executive Committee and was also a member of the
Finance Committee in approximately 1956 to 1968.

mfurther advised that he considers
POWELL to be a rorthright man who is honest and trustworthy.
He further considers Pmo be a man of extremely

impeccable integrity. further advised that POWELL
has been associated wi nion Theological Seminary as a

- legal council. He considers him to be a lawyer of conscience

and consistency.

POWELL for m

Supreme Court.

dvised that he highly recommends
trust with the United States
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- ing investigation was conducted'by
SA at Richmond, Virginia:
Mr.'m Downtown Club,
Ross Building, Richmond, Virginia, advised on October 25,

1971, that his records reflect that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL,
JR. has been a member of this club since March 18, 1965.

Mr.?advised that there are no restrictions
on membership in this club as to race, color or creed. He
advised that in order to become a member of this club one
has to be sponsored by three current members.

e
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' following investigation was conducted by
SA g at Richmond, Virginia: :
Club of Virginia, t. rews Lane, Richmond, Virginia,

advised on October 25, 1971, that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR.

has been a member of this club sinte 1946. He stated that

the bylaws of this country club do not place any restrictions
as to membership in the club as to race, color or creed. He
stated that in order to be accepted for membership an individual
must be sponsored by five current club members and personally
be acquainted with three club members. He advised that
membership is then voted on by the membership committee as
tg.whether or not the applicant should be accepted for member-

s 1po h

4;‘. N
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owing investigation was conducted by
G sa at Richmond, Virginia:

B1C

Club, 401 West Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia, advised

on October 25, 1971, that his records reflect that LEWIS
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. has been a member in good standing
since February 17, 1948. He stated that this club has

no restrictions as to race, color or creed, however, an
applicant must be sponsored by two active members and
accepted by the membership committee in order to become a
member of this club.
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ing investigation was conducted by
SA at Lexington, Virginia, on October 26,

‘Washington an
niversity, advise a POWELL, JR., has
served on the Board of Trustees since 1961 and has been
devoted in his service, responsible, conscientious, and
has contributed greatly to the work of the board. He
advised that Mr. POWELL has always displayed outstanding
judgment, is well balanced, and of even disposition, and he
has always displa outstanding ability in reasoning out
problems. Mr. tated that Mr. POWELL has always
had the respect and liking of other members of the board.
He advised that he had never seen Mr. POWELL display any
form of prejudice, bias, or discrimination in any degree

and he believes him to be one of the fai d most
responsible men he has ever known. Mr. stated
that he has never heard anything of a derogatory or negative

pature concerning Mr. POWELL in any of his actions and he

considers him to be an individual of outstanding reputation
and character. He advised that Mr. POWELL has always dis-
played the highest standards of integrity and honesty and

he feels that he would be eminently qualified for a position”ﬁ._‘

on the U. S. Supreme Court.
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- - 1lowing investigation was conducted by SA
.&DGB t Hollins, Virginila:

o)
Ho ne, rginia, advised on October , 1971, his records
reflect ILEWIS F. POWELL, JR. had served as a member of the
Board of Trustees-at the College from 1955 to 1968. He
explained that thils was a self-appointing board, and that
during the period of Mr. POWELL's membership, he wag ac-
involved on the Building and Grounds Committee. Mr.
stated through this association on the Board of Trustees,
e came to personally know Mr. POWELL, and had a high regard
for his ability and considered him to be a distinguished
lawyer. He felt his nomination by the President for the
Supreme Court was an excellent choice. He, himself, had never
known or heard anything of a derogatory nature concerning
Mr. POWELL, and had always consldered him to be a person of
high moral character, reputation and assoclates. He stated
he was not knowledgeable about Mr. POWELL's law practice or
his judicial temperament.

On October 26, 1971, Br*
Hollins College, Hollins, Virginia, stated he had been

personally acquainted with Mr. POWELL over the past ten to
fifteen years, and had always thought very highly of him.

He considers him to be a person of high intellectual ability,
who to his knowledge has always exercised judicial tempera-
ment in all his legal dealings. He personally felt he was a
person of high moral character, who would act with falrness
and honesty in all matters according to the law. He per-
sonally had never known of Mr. POWELL to generate any ill-
feeling or animosity among his accociates, and had known him
to be a popular and well thought of lawyer. He stated he
personally felt the cholce of Mr. POWELL by the President
for the Supreme Court wag in the best interest of all of the
American public.
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_ wing investigation was conducted by SA
):G: on October 26, 1971, at Roanoke, Virginia:

wyer, Colonlal American
Ban u oanoke, rginia, advised he had been well
acquainted and associated with IEWIS F. POWELL, JR. over the
past ten to twelve years during the time he had been a trustee
at Hollins College. He personally considered him to be one
of the most outstanding lawyers and men in the State of
Virginia. He said over the years POWELL had actively worked
for the improvements of education throughout the State. He
felt he was a person of the highest ability, who exhibited
excellent temperament and common sense views. He had never
known anything of a derogatory nature concerning him, and
considered him to be a person of high morals, character,
reputation and associlates.
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The following in nducted by |
Special Agent, Supervisor, b&/[biC

. Mr. LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., advised on
October 26, 1971, that he had been a member of the National
Student Federation during the time he was at Washington
and Lee University and,while he was president of the
student body at that University,he stated he had been
elected to the Executive Committee for a two year period
in 1930 and indicated that this was an organization to
which the various student governments on college and uni-
versity campuses across the nation belonged. He advised
he felt very proud to have been a member of this organiza-
tion.

In a leaflet issued in 1930 by the National
Student Federation listing the members of the "Controling
Bodies for 1930" the regional representative for the south
was listed as LEWIS F. POWELL. Mr. POWELL advised he had
been elected to represent the south at that time.

A directory of youth organizations issued by the
National Youth Administration in 1940 sets forth the follow-
ing information with respect to the National Student Federa-
tion of America:

“"History: The National Student Federation of America
was founded in 1925 at a conference of
students, representatives of 245 colleges
and universities, meeting at Princeton.

“"Program: 1. Advocates the establishment of student
‘ . governments in colleges and universities
to give students a share in the responsi-
bilities of college life and a training
for democratic leadership. Endorses

democratic election systems, honor systems,
orientation programs for freshmen, student
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faculty committees, student partici-
pation in curriculum revision, no
censorship of college press, no salaries
for student officers.

2. Against American participation in
war, military or economic aid to any

‘ country engaged in armed conflict.
Optional rather than compulsory ROTC,
adequate national defense but no in-
fringement on domestic programs by
exorbitant military expenditures.

3. Endorses the National Youth Administra-
tion, Federal aid to education, ade-
quate health program for students,
vocational education and guidance,
freedom of speech, assemblage and press,
academic freedom. Condemns methods of
the Dies Committee.

4. Urges greater education in "politics"
for college students. Fifteenth Annual
Congress at University of Minnesota,
December 27-31, 1939, '

“Affiliations: Confederation International des Studiants,
National Peace Conference, United Student
Peace Committee, American Youth Congress"

. The American Youth Congress has been designated by the

Attorney General of the United States as within the purview
of Executive Order 10450.
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following investigation was conducted by SA
e n October 25, 1971:
YiC Dr.

o R
College, Hampden-Sydney, virginia, a ed that LEWIS

FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., was awarded an honorary Doctor of
Laws Degree on June 8, 1959, by the college for Mr. POWELL's
activities in the field of law.
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Minvestigation was conducted by
SA :

an annual award, own as the Thomas Jefferson Award, to
an outstanding member of the community for exemplary public
service., He advised that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. was
chosen as recipient of the Thomas Jefferson Award in 19569.
He advised that he does not know Mr. POWELL very well,
however, Mr. POWELL is highly regarded in the community
and he knows of nothing derogatory concerning POWELL or

his family. ‘
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ollowing investigation was conducted by SA
on October 25, 1971, at Richmond, Virginia:

e r—
’the Virginia State amber ©O ommerce, RKichmond,
a

vised that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., received the
distinguished service award from the Virginia State Chamber
of Commerce in 1966. This award is _given to a person who

has made outst i contributions Virginia and her
populace. Mr. ‘stated that . LL received this
award for his outstanding work in the area and

state. education, law, and civic activities.

Mr. further advised that, in his opinion,
Mr. POWELL is a man of impeccable honesty and integrity and
a person of extremely good character. He further considers
Mr. POWELL to be a humble and mild gentleman who is fair
minded and extremely coﬁ of the civic welfare of the
e a

State of Virginia. Mr. further advised that he
“considers Mr. POWELL to man of extremely fine temperament
for a lawyer and judge. '
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- owing investigation was conducted by
S n October 26, 1971, at Richmond,

virginia:

!!!!l!IIII!.IIIIII!IIIIII!ll!!!!'!!'!.!!!!!ll!!!!!the
Virginia ation Association, a e a IN

POWELL, JR., received the Outstanding Urban School Board
Member of the Year Award in 1958. This award was presented
to POWELL for his leadership in obtaining better teachers'
salaries, promoting curriculum improvement, and improvement
in public education in Richmond, Virginia.

' deised that he has known POWELL
for 25 years and considers him to be a fair-minded and honest

. individual, one who is dedicated to his work, and one who is

progresad i jc philosophy in all aspects of his public
life. further advised that POWELL's contribution
to education 1n ginia both as a member of the Richmond
and State Board of Education has been enormous.
urther advised that he considers POWELL to be
extremely competent and would make an excellent Justice of
the U. S. Supreme Court.
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: owing investigation was conducted by
S at Richmond, Virginia: o

Doctor of Internal Medicine,
ichmond, Virginia, advised he has

own POWELL, JR. for his entire adult life
and has been POWELL's personal physician for the past fifteen
years.

Dr.? stated that POWELL has had only one medical
problem to his knowledge in the past fifteen years which
consisted of a prostrate operation in 1956. Recovery, although
slow, was complete. POWELL has since received periodic
physical examinations, the most recent being ten days to

two weeks ago, and is in excellent physical condition for

a man his age. , ' '

Dr. continued that Mr. POWELL is a man of total
honesty, integrity, loyalty and ability, and he would have
no recalcitrance to recommend him for any position with
the United States Government. He knew of no indication in-
volving excessive use of alcohol or drugs and knew of no
character impediment on the part of Mr. POWELL.
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' wing investigation was conducted by
SA at Richmond, Virginia:
On October 25,1971, Dr.m
Medical Arts Building, Second an as rankiin Streets,

Richmond, Virginia, advised he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL, JR. for 25 or 30 years on a professional basis

and has treated him for an eye ailment during this period.
He continued that Mr. POWELL suffers from posterior punctate
cataract (OU) in his eye, a condition which he was possibly
born with and will always have. He has been dia

other eye specialists who have concurred with Dr.

analysis. This condition does not materially affect his
vision,

great length and he, Dr. told him that in his opinion
there was no medical reason relative to his eye condition
why he should not accept such service. :

Dr._ stated that before agreeing to possibly
entering governmen servi*OWELL consulted him at

Dr. continued that he has become very
well acquainted with Mr. POWELL over the years and that he
considers him a person of the highest integrity, ability,
loyalty, and honesty and that the government would be
extremely fortunate to obtain the services of Mr. POWELL.

_ In conclusion, he stated he wished to recommend
Mr. POWELL for government employment in the strongest
language possible. ~
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lowing investigation was conducted by SA
on October 25, 1971, at Richmond,
Virginia: ,

'b G Mrs.

" Y7C  advised that-she»rs PeIrsonad
VIN P. RUCKER,“1238;Ro thés
LEWIS FRANKLIN POWEII .

| Mrs.ml’réstwould Apartments,
Pine and Franklin Streets, Richmond, advised that she is

. personally acquainted with Mr. LEWIS F. POWELL, SR., and
.-bG she advised that Mr. POWELL does in fact reside in the
Yc Prestwould Apartments.

.

Ric
Mr.
in fact reside at
Richmond.

Fom
[N
o
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that Bureau of Vital Stati8tics
at MARY LEWIS POWELL d:l.ed ‘on July 21,
1964, Richmond, Virginia. The cause. of death is llsted

as a cerebral hemorrhage. Y A im0 s

On October 26, 1971,“1 rk,.
W‘bistics, Ric rginia, adnsed
SA
recoras re

:-';a
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ing investigation was conducted by
on October 26, 1971, at Lexington,

SA
Virginia:

Mrs .HRegi strar's
Office, Washington and Lee University, adviSed. that LEWIS
FRANKLIN POWELL III is currently enrolled as a sophomore :
at that University.” He is a member of and resides a
Phi Kappa Sigma Fraternity House in Lexington. Mrs.
advised that LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL III enjoys an excellen
reputation at the University. .

Mr. MWashington and
Lee University, advised he is acquainted with LEWIS FRANKLIN

POWELL III, who is currently a sophomore at Washington and
Lee University. He considers him to be an outstanding young
man of excellent reputation and character.
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owing investigation was conducted by
SA on October 26, 1971 at Richmond,

virginia:

m Grace
Covenant Presbyteri rch, Richmond, Virginia, advised

that LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., is presently a member of his
church but has never held a position in the church. He
further advised that he considers POWELL to be a very
e man and one whose character is above reproach.
urther stated that as far as he knows, POWELL
18 a very able individual and one who is fair and honest.

| %stated that he would highly recommend
- POWELL for a ion of trust with the United States

Government.
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The ino j tigation was conducted by
Special Agent
Richmond, Virginia, an er at Grace Convenant Presby-

terian Church, advised that he has known LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL, JR. for 18 years and consi im to be a man
of high caliber in every respect. further advised
that as far as he was concerned POWELL 1s an extremely

ﬂe individual in anything he sets his mind to.
in

further advised he could furnish no derogatory
ormation concerning POWELL and would highly recommend
him for a position of trust with the United States Government,
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following investigation was conducted by
SA on October 26, 1971 at Richmond, Virginia:

Richmond, formerly an Elder in Grace !ovenan! !rqes y!e!ian

Church, Richmond, advised he has known LEWIS F. POWELL, JR.
for 12 years as a church member. He further stated that he

considers POWELL to be a man of the highest integri
honesty and one whose character is above reproach.
further advised that he could furnish no derogatory i1niormation
concerning POWELL. '
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llowing investigation was conducted by
SA on October 26, 1971 at Richmond, Virginia:

Y -
formerly an er, Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church,

Richmond, Virginia, advised that he has known F. POWELL,
JR. since 1938, primarily through the church. further
advised that he considers POWELL's honesty and integrity above
reproach and he has never heard it questioned. He further
3 ~ot advised that he considers POWELL to be fair in his attitude
Y7C toward all people.

further stated that he has worked closely
with members o r. POWELL's law firm and as far as he

understands, POWELL is a very conscientious and capable
attorney.

q advised that he would recommend POWELL for
a position on the United States Supreme Court because of

POWELL's background and knowledge of the law and his sincerity.
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ration vas conducted by
, 1871, at Richmond,

The following investi
on Cctobey 2

\J'J'Q

SA
virginia;

of the First Baptist Ci

LEVIS FRARKLIN POWELL, JR., for over 35 ?&ars &nd stanes
that he consxmers Mr. POWELL of the very highast charact
lo3alty, inteprity, and above and beyoru: 1horo° as far

as his reputaL R dﬂd agaoclauc" are col.ceine ﬁe staaaﬁ
his stand on G"?Ll Azguta has been vexy rcaﬂraav engd ¢genst

and hehas not angaged in any bitter exel.anges in this field
and made an ou” ftono;uw contritution »oz.:;‘mivg,th,-. Richmon
public schools snd their GG%?PIGFJthﬁ uolicies, ile would
highly recomﬂclu Lr. POWELL for the position in the Fedawal

Government for whiclh he has besen sppoanco

kvl

,’x,.q..’ ea

ha does 1o

shoxt period or time.

. i
thu which he hns heard pubLlciy ad everything seens to oo

of ¢he highest chavacter,

United Methodist
shurchy gnV1st 2 ha een in the chmond area for Live
years ang only kno ok YIS FRAMILIN BOJBwu, JR., throush
public reputatini. Hﬁ 28 hcar(‘aoth4ng derogatory conce
Fr. POWELL snd feels his choice 23 an appsintee to the Un
States Supreme Court is aa excelient one,

™D
L

LA
wla V¢

1

tadvocate', wecikd ist
Chu“cn, State of adulsad
s

he doos not know LEWILS PC *;L, teg PoLloUNE
however, he har heaic ut the most COﬂﬂl ment
yemarks concerning him and, beczusz of the publl 1t;
paper, the remaris heard vecently he would cons;d

very complimeniary. Lndﬂ‘ucn as ho doe: neot know ."m

'perbonally, he could not make any recowmusndation.
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BHB:mfh o
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on Cotober 27, 19?1
Beth Ahbah Congregatiog 5
Virrinia advised SA that he h~ Knewn
TEWES ¥. POWI L, JR. YOr & grea ma T of years and uhmf
during this t«mu, Mre POWELL has alwars conducted hiwsell
as 8 gentlemd x in every respact. POVLLL hag neveld aghinin
any trace of racism or adverse feelings for persons of oithed
faiths. He eivays hes conducted himself &8 & gtatesma and
-hag never dovo snythigeghoaoliiops one of another ra ooty
coloxr or rel’zion to krowledge. e hag VS
knoun or hesrc anything of a GCIOpatory 1aturn congerning
Mr, POVELL in any rﬁqunﬁ end he i8 sare that he is a raoyal
‘and upright suman beiny, possessive of oubstand iing characte
traits. He ! ighly recomuendcs rOﬁELu Jay a position on ihe

u:*h:: ond.,

U. S Supremz Court.

NS ST I TR L 2 a 22 W Ja S 2 )

3330 Grove Aronu Richme’id, advigag £

on Gctober 27, ¢971 that he inous Mr, V1S F. POVELL only
by reputhticn* but iz aw:re ghmu Hr¢ EXAR cajov* 2 very
£ino reputet.on in Richwond a 0 o
FUGDO“E of pe.ple of 213 fal - gt
says he is &wave of n infarmutucu he wouLJ CONSAGRY TG &l
of a derogaty-y naturas ang, basced on Pis knowledge of this
rmen, he would reccﬂmcnr him highly fou the yuaicwon under

congsideration.

o do rady e v zr’p} 1 rvl,
ni "h«mnd

-\,\-v

.anLJ 8% (.v
advised 57
djTCCLIY acque

HASH x—il-m.;

12 ig not personelly

IANLITT T Y4

*au 1

heard conLer4

highest esteem and £ ti neoIning

&
hin recommendation fc rend -
Court, Jle addeod thet mpany lowyerp zre npenbors of his
conﬁrcgaﬁ*on and he hss heard nevhing of » dﬂ%ﬂﬂ@udry

miwre vhatsouver from anycne conccr"*ng Heo POVELL
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Richmeond, Virginia, Stephens Eplscopal Shurc
Richmond, adv.sed SA an October 287, 1471 thav

1 3
he has known E¥IS FRARKLON PO¥ELL, JR. for some 25 yesrs &nd
he has nothin: but the highest praise i or him and congiders
him above rev*oach ee far as his charscter, loyalty,
aesociates ani integrity are conccrnhé {a gaid he is cne

of the finest persons he nus eve® Xnuwin and characterized

him as & Ystriight shooter," He feels lr. POWELL 1s &n
cxeellent chcice as sppointee $o the V. 5, Supreme Court

and would ce;iainly be very moderate &nd progressive on his
civil rights stand, He would dertailn’:r rzcommend him for

$hin nantdEtoan o ,Qunv'«‘:wnn vy Tunticos
oot NI RA T

v,

Richmond First Baptist Church, Richmond;
advised SA on Ostober 27, 1971 ne has known
Hr. LEJIS F. PONELL for the paat three years and statesn
fhau he knows absoliutely nothing darosrtory tohtErhing
this man's morals, T»ﬁhi&uiou; assoetiaves or integrity.
He feels hz 15 conservative yet open in regards to civil
rights matters and bdat he would attem d o further civil
rights in any way that he could, He would perscntlly

recommend him &8 en appointee to the U. 5, Buprome Court.
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Ri edit Bureau, Richmond, rginia, advise
that Credit Bureau records indicate
LL has an excellent credit rating.
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SA hat Richmond Police Department

records conta record of arrest for LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL. -

: On October 25, 1971 ’mlerk:ﬁ
ReWhmond Police Department, advised™=*

advised that Police Department records
indicate LQ IN POWELL, date of birth March 31,
1880, address 612 West Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia,
was arrested June 27, 1934 for failure to obey a stop

sign - disposition POWELL was sent to driving school.

LOUIS FRANKLIN POWELL was arrested November 16, 1956 for

Tallure to obey a red light and fined $5.00; arrested

February 21, 1964 for failure to yield right of way,
fined $10.00; and arrested June 1, 1965 for wreckless
driving - this charge was dismissed.

No other records were found at the Richmond .
Police Department concerning any of POWELL's other
relatives. :

On October 25, 1971,quspatcher,
Chesterfield County S iff! ChesteriTeld County,
Virginia, advised SA that Chesterfield
County Police Departmen rds contain no records

concerning LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL or any of his relatives.
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ing investigation was conducted by
Sg lat Lexington, Virginia, on October 26,
1 : ’

Missm Clerk, Lexington Police Depart-
ment, advised that her files contain no record pertaining
to LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL III,.

The index to crjigi
Court, was reviewed by SA
to LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL

ses, Rockbridge County
and no record pertaining
could be located.
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ing investigation was conducted by
S9 at Richmond, Virginia, on October 26,
1971: .
he regards LEWIS .y Lo De a person of the

2
highest character who maintains both a social and professional
reputation beyond reproach and one whose associates and
devotion and loyalty to the United States is above question.

_related that LEWIS POWELL is one
who believes in Constitutional rights for all citizens

regardless of race or color and that he was one of the
individuals who strongly recommended and worked for the

when LEWIS POWELL went to
him and strongly advise ools should not be
closed when same was the tendency to avoid desegregationm.
He related further that LEWIS POWELL certainly believes in
equal education for all and that the Constitution of the
United States dictates such a premise.

4 m went on to state that he feels
that LEWI 1s highly qualified for a position on
the U. S. Supreme Court and that he has had the experience
in legal areas and with the various commissions he has served
on and the fact that he has been so closely involved in

State and local school board broblems and situations.
He related that he feels that LEWIS POWELL has an outstanding

judicial temperament and is i 11 the facts
prior to making a decision. stated that
he personally recommended LE 0 rresident NIXON

and that the President told him that he was the first one
to make such a recommendation.

public schools of Virginia to remain o the periods
of massive resistance of the 1950's.
a

advised that recently a judgeship
ngs Court in Richmond and that Mr. POWELL
a local Negro attorney, for this position,

He concluded by stating that he could only give the highest

- recommendation to Mr. POWELL for the Supreme Court.
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owing investigation was conducted by SA
on October 25, 1971, at Richmond,
irginia: '

e could only express
ighest qualities of character, integrity, and devotion

try insofar as LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., is concerned.
related that Mr, POWELL has an outstanding record and
1s most qualified in his opinion for nomination to the United
States Supreme Court. He further advised that in the area of
civil rights issues, Mr. POWELL would be considered in the

. mid point in that he is not an "extremist'" in any sense of the
term. pointed out that this position of Mr. POWELL
with re

civil rights was most emphatically brought out
during his tenure as head of the Richmond School Board.

Estated that he would recommend POWELL as
a Justice United States Supreme Court without reserva-
~tion. bﬁ\\

ool
Yic

4o’
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ing investigation was conducted by
SA on October 26, 1971:

Land Records, Henrico County Circuit. Court,

were rev1ewed regarding property located at§1238 Rothesay
Circlé¥ Richmond, Virginia. Records reflect that thé“™ *
deed to the above-mentloned property is located in Deed
Book 256-B, Page 321, A review the deed reflects
that above property was sold to SEPHINE MC "RRE@RUCKERZ

nother-in-law of LEWIS F. POWELL, JR.) on May 23, 1933%
This deed contdins no restrictive covenants as to race,
religion, creed, or national origin.

‘ This property prior to 1942 was located in Henrico
County. In 1942, the property was annexed to the City of
Richmond, Vlrglnla. -

m01erk Richmond Circuit Court,
made available Dee 561-A, Page 360.,.A review of the
.above reflects that on December 30, 1954, JOSEPHI,W. AE§
POWELL (LEWIS POWELL'S wif : - undn.v:.de n%?est
in the property located at GI2:

UCKER gave as a 1ft to her. daughter SIOSEP
gl:%g‘s_al CIrcTE®Richmond,
Virginia. ThlS conveyance contained no restrittfive covenants.

158



e

RH 77-11979
WKC:mhh
-1-

A

Mation was conducted by

On October 26, 1971, Mrs.* Treasurers
Office, Chesterfield County, Virginia, advised that her .
records reflect LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., owns no real

-situated in Chesterfield County, Virginia. Mrs.
advised that the Swift Creek Land Investment Company,

The
Special Agent

S g
nc., is the owner of certain real property in the County

G
b7C

_of Chesterfield and that all taxes have been paid to date

on this property.

| On October 26, 1971, Mr.—
Assessor, Chesterfield County, Virginia, advised the

land records for the Swift Creek Land Investment Company,
Inc., are located in Deed Book 905, page 642,

i On October 26, 1971, m Clerk,
Chesterfield County Circuit Court, made available Deed Book -

905, which reflected the Swift Creek Land Inve pany,
' i 53,6 , deed fromm ;
and on January 25, .
evV1iew O

15 deed and deeds of prior grantors reflect
no covenants or restrictions which would be discriminatory
against any person because of race, creed or color.

. On October 26, 1971, Mrs,
H County Treasurers Office, Powhatan County, Vvirginia,
advise r records reflect LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., owns
no property in his name in Powhatan County, Virginia, but

the tax bill for the Huguenot Land Company is billed to

LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., Richmond, Virginia.

On October 26, 1971, Mr. '
W Powhatan County, Virginia, advised the Huguenot
Land (o

acquired approximately 515 acres of land from

the ot Development Corporation on July 20, 1971,
Mr. advised the Huguenot Development Corporation
acquired the 515 acres of land by deed from four separate

"~ real estate transactions. Review of present deed and deeds

of previous grantors reflect no covenants or restrictions
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which could be considered discriminatory to any person due
to their race, creed or color.

: Mr.*advised that there are no liens out-
standing against the property held by the Huguenot Land
Company situated in Powhatan County, Virginia.

pent Store Richmond., Viroands
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following investigatidn was conducted by SA
at Richmond, Virginia:

G . Mrs. Clerk, City Collector's Office,

b Richmond, adwised.gn.Uctober 25, 1971, that the property .
"YIC located at$1238 RothesayZRoad, Righmond,.Virginia, is-listed .. -
.according to her records™to JJOSEPHINE M, RI @%and JOSEPHINE R.;
POWELL. She advised that her records reflect mo tax liens -
imposed by the City of Richmond for the year 1971. She

stated that records disclose that property taxes on the above

property were paid on schedule in June, 1971.
Delinquent Tax Office, City of

Richmond, Virginia, a!vxl se! on October 25, 1971, that a review

_b@: of her records reflects no tax liens or delinquent tax assess-

wic ments levied by the City of Richmond on the property located
at 1238 Rothesay Road®! She advised that if property tax pay-
ments had been delindguent on this property at any time, past
or present, this would be reflected in her files.
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lowing investigation was conducted b& SA
at Richmond, Virginia on October 26, 1971:

stock in the cooperation, an the cooperation in turn
leases an apartment to him. advised about two years

ago LEWIS F, POWELL, JR., an attorney in Richmond, whom he
has known about thirty years, purchased stock in the Horizon
of Delray Beach, Incorporated, and in turn was leased an
apartment in the c¢ tive apartment building operated by
that cooperation. *stated he has no information what-
soever as to the dee 0 the apartment building, as to any
le of the
advised
that from his association with POWELL in the past he con-
giders him an individual of the highest character, integrity
and that he ﬂ: highly respected in the community in which

type of restricting covenants, restricting

he resides. stated that although he does not personally
have any information concerning POWELL's legal ability, POWELL
is reported to be an individual of excellent legal ability,
and he 1s a member of a law firm whic one of the best
reputations in the City of Richmond. * advised that he

is most pleased POWELL has been nominate y the President

of the United States as a Justice of the Supreme Court of

the United States. '
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On October 26, 1971, Mr.m Clerk, Clarke
County Circuit Court, Berryville( irginia, de available
Docket Number 1269CL, entitled, "CHARLES EVANS HUGHES,

plaintiff, vs. HARRY F. BYRD, JR., ET AL, defendants' which
was filed in the Clerk's Office on October 25, 1967.

an ‘investigation was conducted by
SA :

This file reflects that one of the defendants in :
this case was LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., Richmond, Virginia.

The motion filed by the plaintiff contains the
following pertaining to LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR.:

"I went to his office and asked the
receptionist to let me see him. She
said that he was in a meeting but I
“could see his assistant, Mr. PETER
WARD., I went to Mr. WARD's office
and showed him my papers. He said
that we could the government pay.
Mr. POWELL held the papers for nearly
two years and he never did anything
about the case. Finally, my auditor,
Mr. FAIRBANKS, went to see Mr. POWELL
and he said that he hadn't looked into
the case. I went to Mr. WARD and he
denied that he ever saw the case.

Both of them were lying. I expect Mr.
POWELL and Mr. WARD to suffer for the
"damages and should be disbarred

the law practice."

The following demurrer was filed on behalf of
LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. by his attorney, JOSEPH M, SPIVEY:
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The defendant, LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR.,by
counsel, said that the plaintiff's motion for judgment
is not sufficient in law and states the grounds of
demurrer relied upon to be as follows:

(1.) The motion for judgment fails to set forth
any facts justifying recovery against this defendant.

. (2.) The motion for judgment fails to state any
duty upon this defendant to the plaintiff or that this defen-
dant has breached any such duty.

(3.) The motion for judgment fails to state with
particularity the manner in which the plaintiff has been
damaged. : :

This case came to be held on March 11, 1968, upon the
plaintiff's motion for judgment and upon the demurrers of
LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. and others, and the demurrers were o
sustained by the court and the defendants were dismissed from the =
case. S

The plaintiff in his motion of judgment asked judg-
ment against the defendants in the amount of $125,318,635.00
with interest thereon from the date of judgment.
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. The stigation was conducted by
Special Agent

sover 23, 1971, [
Waynesboro, Virginla, advised that he 1is
not personally acquainted with LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR.,

and knows him only by reputation. He stated at the time
the Staunton, Waynesboro, Augusta County Bar Association
I, for nominat o _Suprem urt, he

was made a ncies in the Supreme Court.
He does not recall how the resolutlion was introduced
who made the nomination within the Bar Association.
advised his contact with POWELL has been through worklng
through others 1n POWELL's firm, who attend ool at
the University of Virginia at the same time attended.
He advised that based on his experience with osSe under
POWELL's direction, he knows him to be of the highest in-
tegrity and ability and based on his experience with members
‘of POWELL's law firm, he has only the highest regard for
LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR, and would wholeheartedly agree
with the resolution he previously drafted and forwarded to

the Attorney General of the United States recommending POWELL
for the position of Supreme Court Justice.

. 1esx
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FEDERA[ BUREAU OF INVE %»TIGATION

— T T REPORTING OFFICE "OFFICE OF ORIGIN =~~~ 1 DATE ~* =~~~ [INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD -~ ~=-wmr- - =
CHICAQGO BUREAU 10/27/71 10/25-26/71
\  TITLE OF CASE REFORT MADE BY op—
Yo
\ 6 A— | o
C

LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL
‘ DAPLI

JUSTICE

U.S. SUPREME COURT

. »’“«“\M e

REFERENCES: Bureau teletype to Richmond, et al, dated 10/22/71.
Richmond teletype to Bureau, et al, dated 10/23/71.
Chicago teletypes to Miami and New York dated 10/26/71.
Cincinnati phone call to Chicago 10/25/71.

-RUC -

ENCLOSURES
TO THE BUREAU

Five (5) copies each of following 18 documents:

by
- . .
AT

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED [ NONE ACQUIT-l case nas seen:
convic |AUTO.| Fue. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [_JYES [ InoO
PENDING PROSECU TION
,n} . OVER SIX MONTHS [Jves [Jno
\ AN £
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@Bureau (Enc. 90) (AE\) So 77 g / /01/ 30

1-Chicago (77-18067) Mcé NOT RECORDED

Q?‘@ 3 DEC 8 1971
E ) B % Tp—

Dissemination Record of Attached Report ) Notations
Agency ohe cc Deputy A.G..
Request Recd. " .
_bate Fwd. - DCT 2? 19/1
. How Fwd. . } .. . L . B . N
By : o '.“ L
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Copy to:
‘ ) .
Report of: : Ofices Chica Illinois
Date: Ml _71 B1C g0,
Field Office File #: 77-18067 Bureau File #:
Title: LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL
Character: DEPARTMENTAL APPLICANT

JUSTICE

U.,S, SUPREME COURT
Synopsis:

Membership and activities of POWELL with
American Bar Association (ABA) and affiliated
organizations set forth. Associates at ABA
highly recommend., Copies of articles and
speeches from ABA files enclosed.
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This document contatns neither recommendations nor éoncluslons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
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Agerican Bar Association (ABA)
1155 East 60th Street
Chicago, Illinois

j_lerk, advised POWELL has been
e i since 1934.
Mrs.

m Clerk, National Conference of
Bar Examiners, orth Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,

advised her grievance files contain no grievances or any
unfavorable mformation regarding POWELL,

ABA, said she has !own !Wm W

years and worked closely with him during the period he was
President~Elect and President. She found him to be a refined
gentleman of ability, personality, patience, and great energy.
She never found reason to question his character, personal
habits, or loyalty to the United States and said he never
exhibited any prejudice or bigotry. She recommended him

_b@ highly for the position of Justice of the United States Supreme -

iC Court.

‘:}k))%c a member of t

Mrs.
his complete AB

supplied the following current list of
record:




) e .} 'LEWIS F. POWELL, JR.*

)
. AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATLION ACTI«L”zEs b o .
e 194121971 e

.

Menber, Committee on Bill of Rights, 1941-42; 1949-54

¥ .
Member, Associate and AdViSO)j Committee to the Standing Commit-
tee on Aeronautical Law, 1853-54

v
Py RV R

Mcnmber, Standing Committee on Aeronauticzl Law, 1554-55
Member, Comnittee on Retirement Benefits Lezislation, 1956-57

fember, Committee on Regional Meetings, 1955-57; 1959-61. Chair-
man of Committec, 1957-59

Stafe Delegate, 1955-62

Member,>Resolutions Committee, 19606-61

Cha eran, Committee on Economics 6f Law Practice, 1959-61
Member, Committee on Continuing Education of the Bar, 1958-63

Chairman, Committce or Education about Communism, 1561-62

Adviser, Special Committee on Education of the Junior Bar
Conference, 1961-62

Committee on Research of the American Bar Foundation, 1960-62
Member, Board of Governors, 1962-63

Member, Board of Governors Subcommittee on Law Day U.S.A., 1962-63

Chairman, Board of Governors Subcommittee on Washlngton Office
1962-63

Member, Committee on Economics of Law Practice, 1962-63
President-Elect, American Bar Assoc*atlon, 1963-64

‘Member, Board of Governors Administration Committee, 19€3-64
Chairman, Board of Governors Subcommittee on ABA Medal, 1263-64

Chairman, Board of Governors Suhcommlttee on Law Day u. S AL,
1663-64

Member, ard of Governors Subcommlt ee on Preﬁldcn

's Speaking
Fnoagnnents 1963-64 N S ;




cLeowis B, Powell, 3 - ’

. 2 S N -

‘Hember, Boavrd of Governors Subdéommittiee to Cooperate with the
Executivé Branch of the Govermment, 1864-65

President, American Bar Association, 1964-65

Cheirman, Reard of Governors Subcommittce on President's Speaking
Engagements, 1964-GC '

Member, Board of Editors, American Bar Association Journal,
196465

Member, Committce on Gavel Awards, 1964-65

Vice-Chairman, ALI-ABA Joint Committee on Continuing Legal Edu-
cation, 1964-65 -

Member, Committee on Minimum Standards for the Administration of
Criminal Justice, 1965-71

Mewber, Board of Directors, American Bar Foundation, 1965-71; Vice-
President, 1967-6¢9; President, 1969-71 '

’

Vice-President, National Legal Aid and Defender Association 196
s g s

)

-66

[¥4]

Member, Advisory Committee to the Committee on Education about
Communism, 1966-71 : v

 Member, Committee on ABA Centennial Commission, 1967-68
Chzirman, Committee on London Meeting, 1967-71

Member, Advisory Committee to Implement Minimum Standards for the
Administration of Criminal Justice of the Section of Criminal Law,
1968-69

President and Member of Board of Directors, American Bar Foundation,
1965-71

*Mr. Powell has been a member cf the American Bar Association
since 1934. As President-Elect and President, he served in an
ex officio capdcity on the following committees: '

Committee on Effective Administration of Justice
ALI-ABA Joint Committee on Continuing Legal Education
Committee on Public Relations .
Committee on Presidential Inability and Vice Presidential
_ Vacancy .
~ . Committee on Gavel Awards

D AR
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-Lewis F. Pewell, Jr.
p. &

Mr. Powell is a life member of the House of Delegates, the governing
body of the Association, by virtue of his position of Former Presi-
dent.

14
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'of the.. followin les written and speeches made. by- POWELﬂw

, various state and college legal publications as’ indicated‘”vt?

CG 77-18067

Mrs. also supplied from 'ABA records copies”

as reported in- the American ar. Association Journal.and
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t

The Pelaticn

"yzf;ﬂ the Virginia Court of Appeals and the State
Corpus A, L

~ation Commission. Va. L.R. 16: @32-58,7571-93, M. ~Rpr. "33 —

The Virginia Prudent Man Rule of Trust lnvesiments. Va. L.R. 34: 102-28 Jan. '48

Contributory Negligence: A Necessary Check on the American Jury
ADAJ 43: 1005-08, 106i-62 . 't7

[0}
FS

Three ' Giants of the Law (Blackstone, Marsha]]. Wythe) ABAJ 50: 153-61 F.

souri Bar-Pron-Hall Survey; What is its cha]]cnﬂL te the Organized Bar
ABAJ 51. 146-9 Feb. '6h

The Risk of Having No President. Okla. BJ 36: 354-59  Feb. 27, 1965

Extending Legal Services to Indigents and Low Income Groups.
La. BJ 13: 11-17 ‘ay, 1565 :

The Right to a Fair Trial ABAJ 51: 534-38 Jdune '65
An Urgent Need: lMore Effective Criminal Justice. ABAJ 51:437-40 May '65

Character Aspects of Admission to the Bar - Bar Examiner 34: 117-19 65

[Sy]

Address. Neb. L.P. 44: 30360 lr. '€

Respact for Law and Due Procass - The Foundation of 2 Free Sociaty
U. Fla. i..R. 18: 1-& Summer 65

National Conference on Law and Poverty : The Roie of the Federal Government,
T.M. Berry: The Response of the Bar, Powell ABAJ 51: 751-52 Aug. ‘65

President's Annual Address: The State of the Legal Profession
ABAJ 51: 821-28 S'65

Jury Trial of Crimes. W&LLR 23: 1-11  Spring '66 |

A Lawyer Looks at Civil Disqpedience.‘ W&L.LRev, 23: 205-31 Fall '66
Civil Disobedience: Prelude to Revolution? NYSBJ 40: 172-81  Apr. '68
Challenge of Crime in a Preé Society. Additional Views of

Powell, et al, to Repo *t of President's Lomm1851ov on
Law Enforcement and Administration of Justice -~ Printed 1267

Copies of abeve articles and specches are submitted as enclosures
to this report.

Eod
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1. He persuaded organized bar assoc iations (ABA

'and states) to embrace the concept of federal help in ‘pro~"

viding legal assistance to the poor through the Office of
Economic Opportun ity. -

2, During his adninistration, the ABA concluded
the Minimum Standards of Criminal Justice Program which set
standards for all aspects of criminal justice administration,
e.g, investigations, arrests, trials, sentencing, and post =
conviction appeals in both state and federal courts. This
project involved more than 100 lawyers and judges and fur-
nished guidelines for courts and the whole law enforcement
system. The results were published in 16 reports called
"Standards of Criminal Justice.,”

. 3. He was principally responsible, about 10 years
ago, .for the creation of the ABA standing committee on “Educa~-
tion About Communism and Its Contrast with Liberty Under La.w.'! ,
He was the first chairman of “the committee which is still in
existence. o

: _said POWELL has tremendous intellect, highest
integrity, character, and reputation and good personal habits.'

He added he has the temperament for a judge, is calm and
"unflappable" and writes with clarity and ].ucidity.' He knows

- of nothing in his background which would conflict with his "

duties as a judge.- In his opinion, POWELL would decide cases
on law and evidence regardless of race, religion y Or economic ..
status of- 1itigates. As evidence of the letter, he said when

agine anyone who would. make ‘a 'better‘ U. SM Supreme
Court Justice, He said he has known many lawyers and judges

-8 -
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said his 1nte11ectua1 ability and the respect wbtch the

297 ABA Bouse of Delegates had for him were responsible- S

for their ap the ABA's legal services for the poor . -
progran. To knowledge, there is nothing in his past, .
his character, or his affiliations which could compromise him
or conflict with his duties as a Justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court for which position he highly recommended him,

Morris and Arno
ABA) , was 1nterv1ewed by SA at ago regarding
POWELL. He advised he has or the past 30 years
socially and professionally. He considers him "one of the

most outstanding lawyers in the country." He stated POWELL
possesses excellent command of law and judicial temperament

and believes he "will take a fair attitude toward civil rights
issues," He feels POWELL will follow prescrib itutional

e G v~
guidelines with a fair and positive attitude, Wcons,idér_s
POWELL to be unbiased in his legal outlook,

.  He stated POWELL enjoys the highest character,
reputation and associates, and considers him an involved,.
concerned citizen, completely loyal to the United States.

He advised POWELL is a 'very light drinker,"

He hi'gﬁly‘recemmends POWELL statihg "he is as good
a man as the President could nominate,"

.
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advised she is acqua1nte "W B
]his work with this organization, She sai

LI1C

ABF, stated that g FR AN
essional basis since the Spring of 1969. At
that time they were both active members of the ABF, 'POWELL
became President of the ABF in October, 1969, and ma1nta1ned
this position until October, 1971,

m, further stated that POWELL is
idual who has shown hims€lf to be highly intelllgent, o

scholarly, well versed in legal pr1ncip1es, possessing’ the v
ability to separate the facts from. extraneous and irrelevant
materi al, he has soundness of mind and his legal dec1sions
have always been based on well reasoned grounds

m added tht}t he considers e
POWELL to be a "strict constitutionalist,” unque

Jj; tionably a person of the highest character and of unquestioned
J57 loyalty to his country. He is an exemplary individual’ S
C social grace, He has the ability to listen andvhear the words -
“of others. R

an indiv
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IO g geicte: 26, 1971,
American Bar Foundation; stated.t at:
- 'has ‘been associated with LOUIS FRANKLIN POWELL on a ‘profess

R S T T

onmal =
basis, through this foundation, for the past three years, He
considers POWELL to be one of the finest attorneys in this nation,
He has had occasion to work with POWELL on numerous legal research
matters and on the Executive Board of this foundation. POWELL - -
has demonstrated unexcelled leadership ability, he has great
finesse in working with people, he is a calming influence and. -~ -
peacemaker in legal disputes and he is free from any undesirable . . :
influences. e I

madded that he cannot possibly use
enough super i1ves 1n exp ing his objective and critical

evaluation of POWELL, POWELL is a man of the highest character,
his loyalty to his country is second to none, and his associations
are with the most respected individuals in this nation. '

was unable to recall any unfavorable
situation in which might have previously been associated, = .
Estated that POWELL has always been very
cognizant of e ortcomings of this society and he has.
devoted the greater share of his life to correcting these
shortcomings under the framework of our Constitution.

_ | *adviSeq that POWELL is siim, ti'im, qigorous, and
capable of working long hours. POWELL's age at this time, in .

LIS » ) o
his opinion, is not a limiting factor. It appears that POWELL B
enjoys excellent health. 1 A T a T

“
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American Judicature Society

1155 East 60th Street
Chicago, Illinois

Miss

Clerk, advised POWELL;
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FED&.RAQ PEBUREAU OF INVE JTEGATEQE\E ‘
\ ; REPC‘:.’ -'.G OFFICE OFFICE OF ORICIN DATE |NVE‘ST|GAT|\"E PERIOD ' o
7\ _VWASTUNGION FIELD | BUREAU  |310/27/71 | 10/22 - 27/71
\ .T‘ TLE 0 CASE O ‘ _ REPORT MADE RY TYPEO BY

! LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR. U hab
R CHARACTER OF CASE

DAPLI

REFERENCES: Bureau teletype to Richmond, 10/22/71.
Richmond teletype to Bureau, 10/23/71.
WKFO' teletypes to Bureau, 10/23/71.
Richmond teletypes to Dureau, 10/25/71.
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Report of: 'J.:b%ﬁ - Ofiic:  Washington, D.C.
Date: ; 27/71 - ‘

Field Qifice File # 77-94916 L ~ Bureau File f: .

Title:

LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, Jr.

Choracter: DEPARTMENTAL APPLICANT
JUSTICE,

i Q
oy ML SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

Synopsis: No record USDJ Security, Administrative Office U.S. Courts,
Personnel. Office WHO., Records Office WHO shows 8/11/65
applicant appointed member, President's Commission on Law

- Enforcement and the Administration of Justice. - Judges,
U.S. Court of Appeals, U.S. District Court for D.C., D.C.

Court of Appeals, and Superior Court D.C. comment favorably.*hf

Attorney's comment favorably. Virginia Senators recommend.
U.S. Representatives comment favorably, Black Caucus
members have no personal knowledge of applicant. Applicant
admitted to practice before USDC for District of Columbia
and Supreme Court of the U.S. No record Federal Bar
Association or Bar Association of the District of Columbia.
Comments., Bar Association Officials, Federal and District
of Columbia, favorable., Political leaders not familiar
‘with applicant and could not comment. Labor attorney not
familiar with applicant, interposes no objection to
nomination. Labor leaders decline comment present time.
Civil rights leaders not familiar with applicant, interpose
no objection to nomination. Unfamiliar to Religious
Leaders., Membership, Metropolitan Club, National Lawyers
Club and Society of Cincimnati, verified. No credit or
arrests, MPD, U.S., Park Police. CS5C record utalized.

No pertinent, identifiable record HCIS. Department of
State Passport records set forth. No record U.S. Secret
Service, library of Congress, Washlngton Daily News

This document contatns nelther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI.

't is the property of the FBI and s loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed ouiside your agency.

U. S. GOVERKRMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1869 O - 351-078
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Synopsis: (continued)

library morgue. Applicant former member of advisory
committee to OEO, details set forth. :
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EMPLOYMENT

U. S. Department of

-

Justice (USDJ)

b Sch
BT the files of the Security O11i

aused a search to be made of
ce, Internal Security Division,

USDJ. He was informed on October 26, 1871, that no record

of the applicant was located.
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Administrative Office,'U. S. Courts

On October 26, 1971, Special Clerk .b7c—
determined at the Records Section, Personnel Division,
Administrative Office of the United States Courts, there
“was no record regarding the applicant.

d

!

¢ memararer
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' _ - The White House Office

© The following 1n\restigatio ‘ noLe |
October 22, 1971, by Special Agent ' “B7c
A search of the records of the Personnel Office,

the White House Office produced no record for the appli-
cant, LEWIS F, POWELL, JR. -

The Records Office of the White House Office con-
tained the following information concerning LEWIS POWELL,

JR.: . . A

August 11, 1965 White House Letter
lAppointed |
Member

President's Commission on Law
< Enforcemant and the Admninistra-
tion of Justice
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United States Court of Agpeals

The‘following Judges of the United States Court of i
eals for the District of Columbia Circuit advised S
Y on October 23, 1971 as follows concerning Mr. LEWIS F.

POWELL, JR.:
Ry ’

nd Judge SF
and indicated that they did not know

- him and therefore did not feel that they were in a position to
make any recommendations concerning him as to his suitability
for the United States Supreme Court.

that they had never been associated with him in any way, and

~ therefore did not feel qualified to make any recommendations
concerning him for the above mentioned position. However, they
had learned through mutual friends that he had an excellent
personal and professional reputation, which seemed to ‘be born

CElEE

};  out by what they have read in' the newspapers recently about him. .= .

b1C Judge —said that he had met him at
an American Bar Association dinner, but did not know enough
about him to make any recommendations concerning his suitability
for the United States Supreme Court.

o)
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| Judge —advised as follows:
© He own Mr. LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. for &bout ten
‘ears. Judge served on the Legal Research Committee,

Y

American Bar Foundation, with him, Judge has seen
Him occasionally in the last few years. He is "first class"
in his legal ability and very knowledgeable in law.

*

He makes a véry fine appearance. He has a pleasing
personality. 'He is not pompous" but quiet. He is we i
y those with whom he is associated. As far as Judge

jnows, his character, habits and sobriety are excellent. He

ppears to be in very good health., His personal.and professional
 geputation are very high. His loyalty to his country is unques-

ionable.

' Judge believes He has an excellent judicial
temperament, Judge also believes he would be objectixe,

fair-minded and impartial in any decisions he would be called
upon to make as a judge.

There has béen no indication to Judge_that
he has any extremist viewpoints nor that he has been connected
with any racially prejudiced organization nor extremist group.

. . Judgéqvery highly recommended him for a
position on the United States Supreme Court. o

o
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Judge—advised as follows:
He has known LEWIS F. POWELL, JR., for more than

ten years, but not too well. He last saw Mr. POWELL about
six months-ago. Judge was associated with him within

- the American College for Trial Lawyers. He is an exceptionally

fine lawyer.

He makes a fine appearance and has a good personality.
He has a fine sense of humor. His character, habits dnd sobriety
are excellent. He appears to be in good health. He has a
reputation both personally and professionally of bein% a fine
gentleman and a fine lawyer. His loyalty to his coun iry is

. unquestionable. He is a man of integrity and honesty&

|

He has a good judicj .emperament and is a well balanced
and judicious person. Judge believes he would be impartial,
objective and fair-minded as a judge.

]
]

As far as Judge -knows Mr. POWELL has no‘i extremist -
views, nor is he associated with any racially prejudiced

organizations.

Judge-bel'leves that Mr. POWELL would uphold
the finest traditions of the United States Supreme Court and

] h1ghly recommends him for that Court.

i0
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{1 District of Columbia Court of Appeals

' The following Judges of -the District of Columbia Court
of Appeals, advised Special Agent as

follows on October 26, 1971, concernlng Mr. . POWELL,

JR.: ’ , :

L4

Y- - -5 foliov:

i ~ He has_never met LEWIS F, POWELL, JR., personally.
However, Judge Qhas heard through mutual associates and -
P

friends that Mr. WELL has the highest type of reputation in
legal circles and the comments that Judgehhas read about

him in the newspaper are very favorabl Judge as also
heard through mutual-associates that M#47POWELL has raised the
standards of the American Bar Assoc1at10*1 in the time he was
President of this association to-a higher level than ever be-
fore. Judge. has had no gpportunity personally to make any
observations concerning him. Judgeihlgkly recormended

Mr. POVELL for a position in the United States Supreme 'Court

~land  thought he was eminently qualified for such a position

based on the high reputation he has in the legal community for
being an outstanding attorney.
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A g advised as follows:
biC o

To the best of his recollection he met Mr. POWELL at
n American Bar Association meeting around the early 1960's,

t this time a committee of the American Bar Association on
cmmunism met and althoueh Mr.

_ POWELL was not a member of this
committee, Judgeqbelieved he was present because he
,kﬁ; gas either the President elect or the President of the American
P7C Bar Association at that time. Later Judge talked to
r. POWELL 2 or 3-times concerning the sub’iect of Communism.
Judge has had no legal dealings with Mr. POWELL nor
1as he ever seen him trying a case in court., Through mutual
ssociates Judge has learned that Mr. POVWELL has an -
butstanding reputation as an attorney and is respected as a great
egal scholar. ‘'He is top flight and a successful practitioner",

ieccording to information received by Judge
1ssociates,

from his -
He is devoted to the system of government in the
nited States and to an honest application of law.
derogatory natu

Nothi of
erning him has come to Judge
attention. Judge%

of the finest candidates for the United States Supreme Court
that President NIXONW could possibly find.

P e :
G Ty T ey
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highly recommended Mr. POWELL as one— -
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Judge-advised as follows:

He believed he had met Mr. POWELL only once at a
National Conference on the Judiciary, this was
in the Spring of 1971. Judge fhas had no opportunlty
to make any personal observations concerning him but under-
stands from mutual friends and associates that Mr. POWELL
has an extremely good professional reputation in legal circles
by virtue of the fact that he has been President of the National
Bar Association and President of the College of Trial Lawyyers,
vhich positions require eminently qualified persons and due
to the fact that he is an outstanding legal practltlomer.
thinks he is well qualified for a positjion as
a Justice on the United States Supreme Court and highly recom-
mends him for such-a position.

3
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%abg/.b'fc Judge “advised as follows:
! :

1 le has had no personal association with Mr. POWELL

and knows him only by reputation which is very good. He has
eard nothing derogatory about Mr. POWELL. However, on the
asis of his limited knowledge concerning him, he does not

feel he is in a position to make any recommendations concerning

his suitability for a position on the United States Supreme
Court. :

*

RO
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Judge -advis_ed as follows:

He has never had any personal contact with Mr.
PCWELL knows him only by reputation. Some lawyers, who
Judge knows and has confidence in, think highly of

Mr. POWELL's legal ability., Judge however, does not
~ feel that he knows him well enough to be in a position to
‘make any recommendations concerning his suitability for a

position on the United States Supreme Court.

.

15
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Judgd advised as follows:

She has no knowledge concerning Mr. POWELL and
therefore, is not in a position to make any recommendations
concerning his sultablllty for a position on the Unlted States
Supreme Court., :
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‘United States District Court for
the District of Columbia

'Judge—advised as follows:

He has known Mr. LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. for,
approximately 25 years. Mr. POWELL was connected with
the law fixm of Hinton, Williams, Gay, Powell, and Gibson
bwith the law firm of Hamilton and Hamilton
in Washington, D. C. Mr, POWELL's law firm was one of the
most outstanding firms of the South. The two firms had

mutual interests in that they represented the same clientele

such as railroads, power companies, and banks. Consequently

Mr. POWELL and Judge sere in frequent association
with each other. Judge has also had a relatioqship
in

with Mr. POWELL in the American Bar Association gl
the American College of Trial Lawyers. Judge &H’;_as
the highest regard for Mr. POWELL as a man and as a lawyer.
He is extremely knowledgeable in thelaw and one of the
most outstanding attorneys in the U.S. . i
He has a very fine appearance., He has a fine
personality and is pleasant and thoughtful. His character,
habits and sobriety are unquestionable., He appears tp be
in very good health. ‘He has the highest type of perspnal
and professional reputation. His loyalty to his country is
outstanding and he is a man of high integrity. '

(B

He_ has a judicial temperament.  Judge
believes that he would be unbiased, objective, and impartial
in any decisions he might be.called upon to make as a Judge.

There has been no indication to Judg-e-
that Mr. POWELL has been associated with any racially
prejudiced organizations nor extremist groups nor that he
himself has any extremist viewpoints. Judge indicated
that wheri the state of Virginia was having serious problems
with the integration in schools, Mr. POWELL first as President
of the Richmond, Virginia, Board of Education and later as the
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President of the Staté of Virginia, Board of Education in a

quiet but effective way brought about integration: compliance
in the State of Virginia.

Judge” stat.ed, he would give the -highest
YiC type of recommendation to Mr. POWELL for the position of a
Justice in the U. S. Supreme Court.

g
T
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Y - i 5o as follows:

He has knovm LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. for approximately
‘30 years, but has seen him only occasionally for the last few
years. He was a member of Junior Bar Conference of the American
Bar Association, along with Mr. POWELL many years ago. This
group was composed of la who were at that time under 36
years of age. = Judge has had a frequent association
with Mr. POWELL and attended meetings with him all "Pver the
country up to the last few years. He is an outstanding American
and an extremely competent attorney. %

He is a very quiet persom who is very modest, reserved,
and has a good sense of humor. He makes a good appearance. His
conduct and habits are unquestionable. He appears to be in good
health. He is a man of high personal and professional reputation.
His loyalty to the country is unquesticnable.  He is a person of
sincerity and integrity. '

: - B

He has an excellent judicial temperament and .Judge
-believes he would be fair, impartial, unbiased, and

W in any decision he might make as a jufige.
There has been no indication to Judge chat
Mr. POVWELL has been associated with any racially prejudiced
organization, nor extremist groups, nor that he has any :
extremist ideeas. Justicﬁbelievesthat the county would
be very fortunate to have IMr. JELL serve as a Justice on the
Supreme Court, and highly recommends him for such a position.

w—ed»
)
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,bG/,b‘IC | E J_udge ‘—advised'as follows:

_ He has known LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. from about 1250
to the present date and worked with him specifically on an
Arrangements Committee of the American Bar Association for the
American Bar Convention, held in Washington, D. C. around
1950. He has also had several other contacts with Mr., POWELL.

Mr. POWiELL is extrerﬁeiy knowledgeable in lavw and a
very outstanding attorney.

He makes a very nice appearance and has a '"wonderful
personality'. His conduct, habits, and sobriety are unques-
tionable., He is highly regarded both professionally and
personally in legal circles and emong his associates. His
loyalty to the United States is unquestionable.

elieves if he became a justice in the U. S. Supreme
Court, he would be objective, impartial, and urnbiased in
} c any decisions he might render.

,b7C ' There has been no indication to JudgeF
, that Mr. POWELL has been associsted with any racially

rejudiced organizations, nor extremist groups. Judge '
bas no : at Mr., POWELL has any extremjst

que has a fine judicial temperament and Judgje-

viewpoints. Judge ighly recommended Mr.
POWELL for the position of justice for the U. S. Supreme
Court, - '

rd

™y
™
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Judge—advi sed as follows:

He met Mr. LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. and had a limited
'ssociation with him when Mr. POWELL was president of the
merican Bar Association. He jis an outstanding attorney
nd has an excellent reputation as a trial attorney. ‘Judge

1nd1 cated he had no other observations he could make
1 ncernmg Mr. POWELL. Based on the information he had
received concernirig Mr. POWELL's excellent reputation as a
Frial attorney and that he was an outstanding lawyer,

bupreme Court,

- ——————7
amwtiad v

— -

™3
—

{le recommended him for the position of Justice in the U. S.
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Judge—advi sed as follows :
He has known LEWIS F, POWELL, JR. for approximately
rivate practice of law.

and Mr. POWELL was president
the American Bar Association of that time. Judge...

first met Mr. POWELL vhen they were both members of
the Junior Bar Conference of the American Bar Associajtion

which was a iroui that included lawyers under 36 yeark of

age, Judg has not had any contact with Mr., POWELL
since aroun

“Judge qcon31ders Mr. POWELL one of thel "top
legal men of the south'" and of the country.

Mr. POWELL is slender, dapper, well groomed; and
makes a fine appearance. He is modest and quiet in his manner,
but very effective. '"He is a Virginia gentleman.'" Hé has
a fine personality. His character, conduct, habits, and
sobriety are impeccable. '"He is the epitome of self-ﬁeatraint ",
and is well disciplined. He seems to be in good healﬁ
has the highest type of reputation, both personally and
professionally. There is no question of his loyalty to the
United States. | : [ |

As far as Judge nows, his judicial temperament
is of the highest type. Judge believes that Mr,
POWELL would be impartial, objective, and fair in any
decision he might be called upon to meke in court,

There has been no indication to Judge that
Mr. POWELL has been associated with any racially prejudiced
organizatfons, nor extremist groups, nor, he, himself, has
any extremist viewpoints, Judgeh,ndicated that jwhen Mr.

A
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POWELL was president of the Richmond, Virginia Board of
Education and later the Virginia State Board of Education,
he very effectively, but in a quiet manner, supported the
integration in the Virginia schools. Judge
he would give the highest type of recommendation to Mr.
POWELL for the position of justice in the U. S. Court of
Appeals. - ~ C

23

aid ,h£;¢k57CL.'
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: Judge_ advi sed that he had

net Mr. POWELL at one or two meetings of the American

ar Association, which Mr. POWELL was president around

964-65, and that mutual associates of Judge-and Mr. G 3
POWELL had advised Judge- that Mr. POWELL had a very iy (o
hi-gh reputation in legal circles. Nothing of a ogatory :
pature concerning Mr. POWELL has come to Judge

Ttteﬁtion. However, he felt that he did not know Mr. POWELL

rell enough to make a recommendation as to his suitability
for the U.S. Supreme Court. :

A
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Senior Judge
advised they only knew LEWIS F. POVELL, JR. by reputation
from information they had received through mutual associates
in legal circles and through information they had read in
newspapers and, consequently, were not in a position to make
any recommendation concerning his suitability for a position
of justice in the U. S. Supreme Court. They added, however,
they have ascertained from the abovementioned sources that
Mr. POWELL had a very high reputation, both personally and
on a legal basis.

Judge_advi sed that he had only

met Mr. POWELL on one or two occasions and did not have
sufficient knowledge concerning him to make a reccmmendation
concerning his suitability for a position of justice in the
U. S. Supreme Court.

Judge ‘advised that he had

no knowledge concerning Mr. POWELL,

The above interviews at the United States District

Court for the District of Col ia were conducted on October
23, 1971, by SA -

25
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Judge —advised as follows:

He has known Mr. LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. for ‘approxi-

G mately ten years and has been associated with him in the

_p7c . American Bar Associati ng the period 1964-65, when
Judge
Bar Association and !Mr. resident of the American
Bar Association. *Mr. POWELL was alyays very willing and
available to consult with Judge &On any matter. He
was always ready to give counsel where such counsel \#as
sought. He is understanding in his knowledge of law|and is
‘a very capable attorney. He quickly gets at the heaﬁlt of an
issue -and is ready to offer constructive advice. wherd such is
sought.

He makes an excellent appearance and has a wonderful
personality. His character, habits, and sobriaty are unimpeach- "
able. His health seems to be very good. He has a high reputation
both personally and professionally. "His loyalty to liis country
is unquestionable. He is a man of integrity and honesty. B

i Judge -has also been associated with Mr. POWELL

in the American College of Trial lawyers. Judge s
never seen Mr. POWELL angry. - Judghbelieves that Mr.

POWELL has a fine judicial temperament and that he would be fair,
o~ objective, - impartial, and unbiased in any decision he might
518 make as a judge. - : ¥

There has been no indication to Judge Qhat
Mr. POWELL has been assoclated with any racially prejudiced
crganizations, nor extremist groups, nor that he has any
extremist viewpoints. ' ’

P

26
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: Jucge -highly recommended Mr. POWELL as a
‘Justice with the United States Supreme Court and indicated
e knows of no one, at the present time, more qualified to

erve on it. .

|
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Superior Court for the District of Columbia

g ourt for
the District o olumbia, advised SA on

October 23, 1971, that he did not know LEWIS F. POWELL, JR.

: Judge Superior Court for the
District of Columbia, advised SA as follows on October 27,

1971: -

He believes he met LEWIS F. POVWELL, JR. aropnd ten
or twelve years ago. Actuall
20 years inasmuch as Judge had at one time practiced
law in Norfolk, Virginia, and Mr. POWELL was so outstanding as
an attorney in the State of Virginia that everyone in%1Egal
believes when he first
met Mr. POWELL, Mr. POWELL was President of the fimerican Bar
Association. He was one of the leading attorneys in the south.
He was very knowledgeable in law. Judge knows of no
jawyer in Virginia who could claim to be a more successful law o
practitioner in that state. |

' Mr. POWELL makes a very fine appearance. HL has a
pleasant, but strong type of personality. He is very courteous
and considerate. Nothing of an adverse nature concerning Mr.
POWELL's gharact: conduct, habits or sobriety has ever come
to Judge attention. Mr. POWELL appears to be in good
health., He has the highest type of professional and personal
reputation. Judge as had no reason to doubt the loyalty
of Mr. POWELL to the United States. o

Judge has had only limited contact with
Mr. POWELL. He is of the impression he has a fine judicial.
temperament. He has a reputation of a devotion to law and Judge
ﬁbelieves he would be objective, impartial, and fair
in any deeisions he might be called upon to make as a! Judge.

|

28

he had known of him fbr approximately
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v There has been no indicating to Judgeq
rhat Mr. POWELL has any extremist views, NOT that he has been
,ssociated with any racially prejudiced organizations or
> pxtremist groups. ' : ’

Bic o . .

L Judge believes that President NIXON has
fhosen a man of the highest legal qualifications for nomination
;o the United States Supreme Court, and Judgeh himself,

ighly recommends *Mr. POWELL for that position.

Judgqs'uperior Court for the District
hf Columbia, advised SA on October 27, 1971, that he .

iid not know Mr. POWELL.

Judge‘Superior,Court for the District

b -Columbia, advised S5A as follows on October 27, 1971:
| Mr. POWELL 2 3 1962 or 1963 at American o
Bar Association meetings. associated with him closely—
during 1966 and 1967, -and worked with him in preparing reports L
for the National Crime Commission. He is an outstanding attorney "
and very knowledgeable in law.

Ee makes a fine appearance and has an excellent
personality. His conduct, habits, and scbriety are unimpeachable.
He appears to be in good health. His professional and personal
reputation are of the highest type. His loyalty to the United
States is unquestionable. . .

Judge! belieyes he has a superior judicial
temperament. noted association with him that
he is patient and un erstanding, and therefore,
he would be objective, jmpartial, and fair in any ecisions he
might render as & Judge. : '

There has been no indication to Judge_that he
has any extremist viewpoints, or that he has been associated

| with any racially prejudiced organizations or extremist groups.
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1 INTERVIEW OF ATTORNEYS

- ' Mr.—At.torney with the law firm

l£3. of Evans, Dolphin, Stafford and Webber, 666 llth Street,

Wi N.W., WashiM interviewed on October 26,
1971, by SA and advised the following:

met LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR, on one or
two occasions while attending conferences at the White
House under the Kennedy Administration. He further advised
that other than hearing about the applicant he does not
know him personaily. By following scme of the applicant's
activities he considers him to be an outstanding law

with very good- judicial temperament. Althoug!

had never been in court with the applicant he tended to
believe that POWELL would be in charge and does not jbelieve
that ‘his fellow lawyers would question the applicant%

{

He knows of no reason to question the applicant's
character, associates, loyalty or reputaticn. He has
never heard the applicant give a lecture and he has never
talked to the applicant except in informal conversation.
He believes that the law practice that the applicant| is
ei.gaged in is basically a civil practice involved with
large corporations. The applicant, to the best of
knowledge, has an outstanding reputation both personi 5%
and professionally. He knows of no racially prejudiced
organizations that the applicant belongs to nor does: he
think that the applicant is racially prejudiced. in his
ocutlook of the law., He stated the applicant is definitely
not a racis® and that he is a fair minded person. ‘

- Mr, —stated he would recommend the applicant

-y (o] : " s :
for a Federal District Judgeship since any decision made

could be appealed. He stated that he did not want to
recommend the applicant for the Supreme Court because
“these are nine men who make the final decision and 1
don't want to recommend anyone who I do not know very
thoroughly and very personally." ’ ,
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- On October 26, 1971, m
Attorney, firm of Pledger and Mahoney, tne Washington pulld-

ing, Room 925, 15th and leuw i 2o N, W,, was inter-
viewed by Special Agent regarding LEWIS
FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., a e provicea the following informa-

tion:

He has been acquainted with applicant since

approximately 1935-1940. _H icant'
- n SN

in Ri

was electe resident or that association shortly
thereafter. He considers applicant to be a very dear per-
sonal friend and he is acquainted with applicant's wife and
four children. The last time he saw applicant was in London,

_England, at the American Bar Association Convention. He

considers applicant to be an extremely high grade individual

and President NIXON is to be highly commended for selecting
applicant. He considers applicant to be a very dignified
individual, highly educated and he knows of absolutely no
gero%atory information at all regarding applicant and/or
amily. '

—r———

Appiicant‘s legal ability would especially make him

a very desirable candidatc for the position of Associate

 Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court. Applicant is a brilliant
individual, whose legal firm has provided general counsel for

many large organizations. He considers applicant to be a

very excellent writer and speaker who was also a very success-
ful President of the American Bar Association and the Ameri-
can College of Trial Lawyers. He is a senior partner of a
large prestigeous type law firm and applicant would be
characterized as a general practioner of law and and if there

- was a specialty it would be considered in corporate law.

Applicant has done a considerable smount of trial work
through the years and as senior partner in a large firm, per-
sonally supervises the litigation conducted by the junior
members of this firm. His rresidency of the American College
of Trial Lawyers is indicative of his trlal and court room
work, as to be a member of that organization, an individual
must have extcnsive experience at trial work,
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' He considers applicant's personal character to be
above reproach and commented favorably regarding applicant's
character, loyalty, integrity and associates. Applicant .
has a very pleasing type personality, is an immaculate dresser
and presents a good appearance. He has known applicant to.
have an occasional drink, however, has never seen him intoxi-
cated. He considers applicant to be in good physical condi-
tion and has never heard of him being ill. He has nothing but
praise for applicant's wife and children. He enjoys an
excellent professional and personal reputation.

He cohsiders applicent to be highly qualified for
the position for which being considered due to his excellent
judicial temperament. He is the type of individual that does
not fly off the handle and is very mild mannered. He con-
sidered applicant to be fair, impartial, unbiased and truly
objective. He is considered to be completely ethical in all
of his undertakings. :

- Applicant is a2 member of many legal associations
te include past President of the American College of Trial
Lawyers and the American Bar Associaticn. He is also a
member of the fmerican Bar Foundation and is believed tg be
a member of the Virginia Country Club in Richmond, Virginia.
He has no knowledge of applicant belonging to a racially
prejudiced type organization. He has not engaged in any
conversation with applicant regarding the issue of civil
rights, however, applicant is believed to have been a member
of the Board of Education of Richmond, Virginia, and assisted
. in school integration which was accomplished in a smooth '
_orderly fashion. Applicant is believed to be a member of
the Democratic Party, however, he believes that applicant
would vote the way he thought, regardless of political

- affiliation. The extend of applicant's activities in the
Democratic Party is not known.

Applicant is unqualifiedly recommended for the posi-
tion of Asscciate Justice of the Supreme Court and is superbly
qualified due to his education, temperament, ability and
knowledge of the law. He considers applicant to be one of
the great lawyers of the United States, and the President
made an excellent selection in selectiag the applicant, who
is completely qualified in every way.
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Attorney,
ssociation of

- *stated that the applicant had a superb
knowledge © € law in general, and specifically in the field

of corporate and civil law. He has only seen the applicant
speak on one occasion and although he found him to bhe a not
too stimulating speaker, the applicant was interesting, well
organized and was able to present his point of -view well.
The applicant has been principle i ived in the practice
of corporate and civil law, andﬂstated that he is not
aware of the applicant's extent oY courtroom appearances and
has never seen him in a court trial. ‘ '

' mtated that the - -applicant has a fine personality;’;;"{‘f
and although he 1s basically reserved, he is a very amiable P

individual. He always dresses well, and presents a dignified
servative appearance, and appears to be in good health.

wbut has met his wife who appears to be a charming lady. '

advised that he is 2ot familiar with the applicant's
The applicant's character, associates, reputation, and loyalty
are above question. '

stated that although it is difficult to
determine what type of judicial temperament an individual
might have, ‘he believes that the applicant would be a fair
and impartial judge due to the fact that in the past, the
applicant has shown that he is influenced by solid legal
argument rather than by personal opinion. The applicant's
professional ethics are beyond question.
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stated that the only organizations which the

applicant is a member of, to the best of his knowledge, is the
dmerican Bar Association and Weshington and Lee University
Board of Trustees. The applicant belongs to no racially
prejudicedorganizations and, to the best of-'knowledge,
: is not politically active.
ic - As far as the applicant's views on civil rights are
' concerned,_stated he appears to be moderate in that on

one occasion concerning school bussirgin Virginia, he ‘took

a stand against it, since it was not practical. He in general

- appears to consider individual civil rights question% on their

own merits and does not apply general rules to all such questions.

stated he would highly recommend tha‘. applicant
for the position of Supreme Court Justice without reservatiocn.
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On QOctober 26, 1971, Mr
ashington, D.C., advised
at he is presepntly
stated that he has
known the applicant, LEWIS FRANKLIN POWELL, JR., since 1960
when he and the applicant were members of the American Bar
Association, At advised thatF

he American Bar Association,
organized a Committee on Communism to d by members
of the American Bar Association, Mr,

at committee,

Mr,-described the applicant as a person of
brilliant intellectual capacity with & logical and extensive
lknowledge of the law, He characterized the applicant as an
excellent speaker and considers him toc be an outstanding writer
as he has read most of the applicant's publications,

Mr. -Stated that he and the applicant have known
each other in a purely professional capacity and that he knows
very little about the.applicang! rsonal life. From this
professional relationship, Mr. as concluded that the
applicant has all the necessary qualifications for this
judicial position, The applicant ig honest, reliable and
loyal to the United States, and Mr advised that the
applicant has a good Jud1c1a1 temperament and is fair and
impartial.

Mr.-state.d that although he has not seen the
applicant in about a year, he believes that the applicant is in
good health., He stated that to his knowledge the applicant

t belong to any racially prejuidiced organizations. Mr,

advised that he knows little about the applicant's views
on Civil Rights or about his political affiliations and activi-
ties. He reaffirmed his opinion of the applicant by saying
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@that the applicant was dedicated to upholding the laws

‘the United States and would be fair and unbiased in
‘interpreting the Constitution of the United States,

37
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q Washington, D. C,, was contacted on October 26, 1971,
by Special Agent_and furnished the

following information:

L4

dvised that he has known the applicant for over
25 years. He said he knows the applicant's family very

well, He further advised that he has traveled extensively

with the applicant and served with him on numerous committees
and was president of the Junior Bar Conference of the

American Bar Association and the American Bar Association.

said he knows of no one with greater knowledge
of the law than the applicant. He said there is no one he
could rate higher in legal ability than the applicant. He
advised tkat the applicant was an outstanding speaker and an
excellent writer. He said the applicant has experience in
all types of legal practice and has made nuMeTrocus COUrt w,
room and trial appearances. '

said the applicant is a very considerate
person and a real gentleman who presents a fine appearance.
As far as Mr.#knows the applicant has no bad habits.
He said the applicant is in good health and keeps himsel
in excellent physical condition by playing tennis.
said the applicant has a wonderful family with a good reputation
in the community. The applicant's professional reputation

is among the very highest in the field of Taw. ‘knows of

nothing derogatory concerning the applicant's honesty,
integrity and loyalty to the United States.

q said the applicant has an even mannered
temperament and takes a studious approach to problems.

He said the applicant has the highest professional ethics
and is completelyfair and objective in all his decisions.
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Fsaid the applicant does not belong to any
racial prejudiced organizations and respects the rights

of others. He said the applicant believes in equal rights
b@ and opportunities to every American., Politically, the applicant
'b.7c—_v<>tes for the man he believes can do the best job, regardless

of the party. ' '

. Frécomended the applicant for the highest
position of trust and confidence within the United States
. Government.

33
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olumbia, was contacted and advised that he has known the
pplicant for 35 years and considers him to be afine person.
Mr.,

—stated the applicant is one of the most
;dmired attorneys in the United States and considers the
applicant's knowledge and intelligence of the law outstanding.
e stated the applicant's writing and speaking ability is

¢tonsidered excellent. The applj t has practiced in the
general and civil fields. Mr.‘ﬁstated the applicant
Eas formerly president of the American College of Trial

awyers and believes the applicant to possess an outstanding -
bility in trial procedures.

ealth status is unknown to Mr. but Mr.
nows. of no physical defects which-would prohibit S
erving a long and successful term.

‘ Mr.-stated the applicant possess an excellent
ppearance and a very pleasant . Thewt's
TR

————

He stated the applicant has a lovely wife and four
children; three married daughters and one son attending
college. The applicant possess an cutstanding reputation,

both personal and professional. The applicant is of unquestionable

honesty, integrity and loyalty to the United States.

. Mr.H stated the applicant possess a remarkable
temperament. He stated the applicant is fair, impartial,

unbiased and objective in his court decisions. The applicant's
professional ethics are also unquestionable.

Mr.—stated he did not know the full extent
of applicant's participation in professional and civic
organizations inasmuch a2s the applicant has resided in the
Richmond, Virginia, area. The applicant does not belong to
any racially prejudice organizations. The applicant possess

an jective and scholarly view on civil rights issues.

Mr.bstated the applicant described himself as being

an lncepenaepnt Democrat and the only known political activity

known to Mr._was when the applicant acted as manager
J

of'HARRY_BYRD R.'S campaign.
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-Mr.Fstated he has discussed the Presidential
appointment o e applicant to the Supreme Court with several
friends and colleagues and everyone seems to be delighted

with the appointment.

Mr.Fstated he could not comment as, to the
identities of attorneys who have opposed the applicant or

who have served with him as co-counsel and that this infor-

mation would be better known to the applicant's Richmond
associates. . :

AY
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Bar Memberchip and Aéso'ciations

On October 26, 1971, SC Fcaused a
search to be made of the files of the frollowing organizations

,.\5 concerning bar membership and no record was found for the

A1C applicant: :

District of Columbia Bar Association
Federal Bar Association

On October 26, 1971, SCFW&S informed the
records of the below-listed organizations disclosed the
following information concerning the applicant.

The files of the Lawyers Register, U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia _(USDCDC), revealed he was
admitted to practice law in the District of Columbia on
June 22, 1966. ' :

The records of the Supreme Court of the United
States disclosed he was admitted to practice before this
court on March 30, 1936 and is in gooed standing.

On October 26, 1971, SC- reviewed the file
,.bG “concerning the applicant at the Committee on Admissions and
b~7c Grievances, USDCDC, which revealed he applied for admission
to practice law in the District of Columbia on April 6, 1966.
The results of inquiries made by the committee in April,
1966 were favorable. The file contained no additional per-
tinent information. ' '
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.Egderal Bar Association Officials

g investigation was conducted by
on October 26, 1971: '

.a Government snd Member,
'.cal ChdgyerV‘Federal Bar Assoclation, :
District Building,- advised theat he does not know LEWIS
, JR.  personally but as fer as his professional
reputation is concerned could pose no objection to

the applicant's nomination. further advised that he con-
siders the spplicant to be an exceptional jurist whose legal
qualifications, personal qualities, and general’ knowleoge of

Attorney,
Judicial Selection Committee, Washington, DiC., Local
wapter, Federal Bar Association, advised that he has known LEWIS
F. POWELL,JR,for approximately 15 yesrs, meinly throu&h American -
Bar Association functions. He steted that the applicpnt, in

his opinion, is fully qualified as fer as his intelligence and
legal &ability is concerned. The applicant is & good priter

and speaker, and 2lways presents his point of view cléarly and
concisely, He has had most of his legel experience in the field
of corporate lavw, and therefore, his courtroom appearances have
not been frequent, particularly in. the Washington, D,C. srer.

advised that the applicant #lways presents
a dignified and reserved sppearance, and has s youthful end
healthy beering. As far as his integrity, honesty snd loyslty
is concerned, there is no question,

“ The applicant has always been the type of lawyer who
believes that the only stendard by which a case should be tried
is through law and evidence end that personel conv:cﬁlons should
not be considercd. His Lﬁmpernment has alwayq been dne of pn-
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further stated thet the applicent belongs

o no racially prejudiced organizationsand that his political
,bG Views have slways been moderate in that he looks at esch in-

)d7C- dividual case objectively, and without pre-consideration.

stated he would highly recommend the A
Bpplicent and that in his opinion no better individual than
the applicent could have been nominated for the Supreme Court,
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‘Bar Association Officials (District of Columbia)

lowing investigation was conducted by SA
on October 26, 1971, at Washington, D. C.

Jo7C WAsgociation of the Distric
3 8

‘ e is not familiar with the -
applicant and could make no further comment.

Attorney, _
Bar Association of the District o
umbia advise a

e knows the applicant only by reputation
and could pose no objection to his nomination.

wne and Powell, 1250
Connecticu venue, N, W., Judicial Selection
Committee of the Bar AssocT® - the District of Columbia
advised that he does not know the applicant personally but
only through legal reputation and what he has read about the

applicant. On this basis he would pose no objection to the —
applicant's nomination for the Supreme Court,

| mOf Ropozhue and
O'Donoghue Law Firm, 740 15th Street, N. V.

3
Judicial Selection Committee of the Bar Association

District of Columbia advised that he does not know the
applicant personally, but only through legal reputation and
what he has read about the applicant. On this basis he would

pose no chbject on tc the applicant's nomination for the
Supreme Court, : .
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UNTTED STATES S£ENATORS

5 The followin investigation was conducted by SA
SC O - octcher 22, 1971:

’

to

advised the Senator is not
presently availsble for interview., He said he is au
to furnish the folIOW1ng information in his absence.

has been a' life long friend of the applicant, LEWIS
B F LIN POWELL, JR., who has served as personal
advisor in legal matters over the years.

s a member of

rized

already has issued public statements expressing

“his confidence in the applicant's judiciary temperament and
demeanor, and is satisfied w1th the nomination of the applicant
by President NIXON to ihe £ the Uniied States Supreme
Court. In this regard, the applicant
to the Committee on the Judiciary o nited States Senate,
and will furnish an extensive, detailed statement concerning

his confidence in the appllcant s suitability for the
bench,

oted the applicant is both a legal
Jib - scholar and an active practitioner of his profession, The
applicant has had extensive trial and appellant experience
biC in all levels of complexity. He has published numerous
- learned articles relating to the law profession and its

practice.
During frequent contacts with the applicant

%’C -has observed him to be in robust health and to possess
normal manly asperations.

-

be _ is certain the applicant will uphold
r1C existing legal precedents in a fair and impartial manner
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without regard to the ethnic, political or ‘economic back-
ground of those appearing before him in a court of law. He
is one also unbiased and without prejudice in his contacts
with a wide variety of persons in his private life,
knows of no unfavorable information concerning the
applicant's character, associates, reputation or loyalty. He
continues to endorse him to the bench of the United States
Supreme Court.

advis : S not presently:
avallable tor interview. He said he is authorized to furnish
the following information in his absence:

mas known the applicant as a close
personal friend and professional associate for more than

20 years. He considers him one of the more outstandin

had close and continuing contact with the applican
organization as well as in the American Bar Association., He
has tried cases in which the applicant also appeared as

opposing counsel, and has the highest regard for the applicant's

knowledge of the practical and theoretical aspects of the

law as well is considerable judiciary temperament and
demeanor. already has communicated his
recomnendations to the white House and to the Department of

Justice concerning the applicant's nomination to the bench

of the United States Supreme Court and, in this regard, al-
ready has advised the applicant he will support his nomination
when it is presented to the floor of the United States

Senate,

considers the applicant to be a fair
and impartial person with regard to his personal life, and
he note¢d the applicant has made no distinction in the choice
of his clients and represented numerous persons without
regard to their racial background or religious affiliation.

47
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He knows of no unfavorable information concerning the appli-
cant’s character, associates, reputation or loyalty. He
recommends him to the bench of the United States Supreme
Court without reservation or reserve of any kind.

’
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UNTTED STATES REPRESENTATTVES

» o= was inter-
viewed by , on uctober <o, /1, and he pro-

vided the following inrcrmation regarding LEWIS FRANKLIN
POWELL, JR.

_ He has been acquainted with applicant for the past
six years in the District of Columbia. Applicant, as Presi-
dent of the American Bar Association provided invaluable
assistance in the drefting of the 25th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution which was presented to the House of Representa-
tives by the interviewee. He has had limited social contact
with applicant at Bar Association type functions, qoweVer,
he is not acquainted with applicant's family. ‘

He considers applicant to be highly qualﬁfied'for
the position of Associate Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court
due 'to his great legal ability and experience. Applicant is
highly intelligent and extremely knowledgeable of the law and
procedures. He has had a wealth of experience in the prac-

‘tice of law. Applicant has an excellent speaking apd writing

ability as evidenced by the fact that some of the writings

R

and speeches of applicant have been resd into the Congressional

Record by the interviewee. In the past, applicant has engaged

in corporate law and a general law practice. He considers
zpplicant to be more of an office lawyer as opposed to being
a trial lawyer. He hss never had the cpportunity to practice

for or against applicaent in a court of law and has Pot observed

applicant in a court of law.

: |

He considers applicant's personal characteristics
to be above reproach and without question. He is truly a
gentleman anhd a_ scholar in every respect. He presents a
very impressive appearance-and his conduct.is above reproach.
He may have an occasional cocktail, but he is considered to
be a very temperste person. Applicant's physical condition
is not known, however, is not aware of applicant having any
physical problem. Applicant's perscnal and professional
reputation are rated excellent and he considers applicant to
be a very dedicated family man. Applicant subscribes to
high professional ethics and his honesty, integrity and
loyalty to the U, S. are above reproach.

i
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He considers applicant to be a living definition of
judicial temperament. Applicant, in the opinion of interviewee
is the type man “I would want to judge me''. He considers
applicant to be extremely fair, impartial, unbiased and
objective. He has no reason to question applicant's profes-
sional ethics and applicant has helped to write some of the
American Bar Association Canons.

It is not known what organizations applicant belongs
with the exception of the usual bar associations. It is
unknown whether'or not applicant belongs to any racially
prejudiced type orgenizations, but it is very doubtful. He
is not aware of applicant having any specific views on the
various civil rights issues, Applicant is considered to be a
Democrat in his political affiliation, but an .independent
in his conduct. He recommends applicant without any reserva-
tion ot all for an appointment as an Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court of the United States. He was very delighted
when he heard that the President had selected a man of
applicant's talents, stature snd abilities. Applicant is a
Virginia lawyer with national and international abilities
and reputation as a lawyer. ‘
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7, 1971, Mrs

o

adavise pecial Agen that the Congr man
is not available for interview due to the pressure of his work,

She advised he is not pers u

21 7R, She advisedw
*is presently doing research wor n orming a position
on . POWELL as regards his i nt to the Supreme Court.
Whe sition of ms made public, Congress-
manﬂwil‘l supp 1S position as regards the applicant.

, United States Repres i
advised Special Agent
own the applicant, LEWIS F. POWELL,

| .s LOr a great many socially and as a constituent
- from the district he,ﬁ represents, He is acquainted

with the applicant's wife wno is a fine decent person and
advised the applicant is completely devoted to her. He has
always found POWELL a very quiet, reserved individual whose
personal hsbits are sbove reproach,

. Congressmar ?advised he has had no close
professional contact wit e epplicant, has never worked with
him on any legal matters, nor has he ever appeared in court
with him, His opinion of the applicant is based primarily
on observation and his reputation in the state. In this
respect, he has found POWELL a very competent, capable
person who possesses an excellent knowledge of the law. He
would further describe him as & law and order man and a strict
constructionist, POWELL has the reputation of being a very
calm, deliberate person and he feels POWELL, on a given question,
will listen to all sides of the picture before rendering a decisios
He has alway : 1e applicant a very self-controlled person
and that he, knows of no bilas on any given subject,

~including the race question, possessed by the applicant,

There is no question of the applicant's loyalty to the United
States., He believes FOWELL possesses the requirements and
qualifications for a Supreme Court Judgeship and would highly
recommend him for this position, ’ :
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Attorney at Law, Roomp
@ashington, D, C., advise
on October 27, 1971, that
11 Ce ates nepresentative from the State
He has known the applicant for approximately

en years S0lely on a professional basis. He considers appli-
cant to be a very homest, stable, and mature individual, and

~one who is extremely well respected in the State of Virginia,

The applicant is a brilliant person who is exceptionally well
versed in the law.,” He is a very fair individuag. The - applicant
has a reputation of being an outstanding attorney and his law
firm is considered to be one of the best in Virginia.; The
applicant was formerly President of the American Bar Association
and has been affiliated with various committees in tt ican
Bar Association, The applicant is considered by Mr. o
be a spokesman for very sound and reasonable views of |national
security policies and this is shown through his work in the
American Bar Association. He believes that the applic¢ant
arrives at his position on different problems by very jsound
and stable reasoning, - }

Mr,- further continued and stated that the has
never observed the applicant as a practicing attorney, but the
applicant's reputation is outstanding in this field, IHe considers
the applicant to be a person of excellent chsracter and reputation
and he has had no_ reason to doubt his loyalty to the United '
States. Fe very highly recommended applicant for the jposition
of Justice with the Supreme Court of the United States, and he
congziders this to be an outstanding selection made by the
President, He believes that the applicant will make an out-
standing Justice and will be a credit to the Supreme Court,




