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Gru executioners, loyal to “Bishop™ Jim Jones unt.  F
end, n...ed down many of the cultists as they tried io pge
V}naming into the jungle. .
Guyanese troops who took over the camp Monday found just
one person alive,

Lane said he counted 85 bursis of semi-automalic weapons
fire az the bizarre death mass suicide began on SundaY s
Members of the Peoples Temple sect massacrqd Rep. Leo J.
Ryan, D-Calif., and four other Americans in a jungle ambush

(See CULT, Page 14}

CUIt From Page 1 —_

Saturday evening as the Americans were heading back to the
United States with 16 defectors {rom the commune at Jones-
town, 150 miles west of Georgelown near the Venezuela bor-
der. Eight other Americans were wounded. ,

Just before the suicide ceremony Lane said he and Charles
Garry, & prominent U.S. lawyer who represented Jones, en-
countered two armed black members of the commune en
route to the auditorium where the others were assembling.

“They said to us with smiles on their faces, ‘We are all
going to die.’ They were relaxed and happy and I wondered if
they were not doped,” Lane said. He said the men pointed out
an escape route for them and that “they hugged us and said
goodbye.

"“Shortly after that we heard the shooting. We could hear
the loudspeaker speaking of the dignity of death, the beauty of
dying. Jones shouted ‘mother! mother! mother! mother!' Then
there was the first burst of shooting.”

Lane said he and Garry fled into the bush and were rescued
later by a unit of the Guyanese army. As they fled, he said,
they heard lots of gunfire and screaming people [leeing
through the brush with their children.
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Tactaciraln The self-styled reverend, Jim Jones, leader of the
Peopie Temple religious sect, s shown during on in-
terview of Jonestown, Guyono, lost Soturdoy shortly
before gunmen opened fire on Colifornia Rep. Leo
Ryon's investigote group. (San Froncisco Exominer
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The bodies of victims in the slayings in Jonestown, Guyana, Soturday lie on the airstrip by | Temple, after they had inspected the cult's camp to investigate charges by Ryan’s con-
the plane which wos to carry them bock to Georgetown, Congressman Lea Ryan and four | stituents that their relatives were being held against their will and subjected to mental ond
other Americans were mossocred by members of the bizarre religious cult, the Peoples | sexual intimidotion, (San Froncisca Examiner photo)
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360400 SUICIDES REPORTED

GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AP) —| Witnesses said a man with a kpjfe
Information Minister Shirley Fieldjhad {hreatened Ryan earlier in
Ridley reported about 300 to 400 bodies|Jonestown.

— and no one alive — had been found] The State Department identified
tn the Guyana jungle camp of afour of the dead as the 53-year-old
California sect whose members killed{Ryan: reporter Don Harris. 42, and
five Americans including Rep. lecpameraman Robert Brown. 36, both of
Rvan of California and three¢[NBC News and bolth Los Angeles
newsmen. residents, and photographer Gregory

Miss Ridley told The Associated Robinson, 27, of the San Francisco
- —~|Examiner newspaper.
g‘:f:j V;;‘e[f(? that the lxg'&f erel The identity of the fifth victim was
Jonestown camppsin northwest Guyana ““h.held pending noufication qr
of the Peoples’ 'femple led by the Rev. relatives. bul Guyanese sources said
Jim Jones. She said there were no| she was an }}B-yeal;-old Arry;ncan
marks of violence on the bodies, bul no “Dmaﬂ _rmT" ! ‘e sett etme:na:\ ° iﬂ;
living persons had been found in the %a're: y was lrying 1o leave
camp sofar. '!l‘i'n. persons were wounded in the
The minister said she heard reports]attack.
there had been a mass suicide by poison — , .
at the camp, and that she had heard] Robert Flick, an NBC News field
nothing to discount these reports. The|producer with the crew, said after the
U S. Embassv said it had been unable initat Shmtlng the assailants walked up
to ;:onrirm ihe report of the mass to the wounded and shot them in the
deaths “fhead with shotguns. “That was how
Aboult 1,100 persons, all of them Ryan and Harris died,”" he said.

Americans, had been reported living] Charles Krause. a Washington Post
in the camp. reporter with Ryan’s party, said Ryvan

Stephen Katzaris, a Potter Valley 43S threatened by a man with a knifein

Calif., psychologist who accompameaf/0nestown earlier Saturday but
Ryan to Guyana in a futile attempt to SE:’PE?] injury when the assailant was
subdued.
et his daughter out of Jonestown, said v i )
fhe inmates of the camp had had mass _rﬁ;a?hs 5'::'1 :'35 513'“9? l;"“l?' blood
suicide rehearsals and signed undated kn‘iefe “?hﬁeageﬁnliauglss aclpmeg Il-.s %;19
suicide notes before they left .

said.
California for Guayana. Fli . ]
“They will all be dead by to| Flick said Guyanese troops arrested

nine s g
morrow.” said Katzaris, whose son throeughu:p:;cl)iésr'rl;:: 150;-2;“T§:Ilc
Anthony. 23, was critically wounded In] j, o\ "2 oy o Mo g e o gt He
the attacklnw?lcthhﬂb'a;‘l“'aks kégfl?}da\ named the suspect as Larry John

urvivors of the attac v i . I
evgning said the congreseman and the Lf;jflon and said he was an American
others were slain with shotgun blasts : ose age and hometown were not
fired from *‘inches away'' by n;“"' . .
members of the sect. eston said two American lawyers,
' : . Mark Lane and Charles Garry, who

Ryan. D-Calif., had gone 1o the|yare on the trip as counsel for sect
camp in this small South American| ounder Jim Jones, were unharmed and
country to investigate reports of|in jonestown.
abuses of members of the secl! pane defended Martin Luther King's
Shooting erupted as he tried to lake convicted assassin James Earl Ray.
several disenchanted sect members The US, Embassy identified the
back to Georgetown by plane. seriously injured as Jackie Speier,
Witnesses said a man with a knife had gyan's administrative assistant: Steve
realened Ryan earlier in Joneslown. gung 34, of Pasadena, Calif., who is a
Meanwhile in San Francisco the FBI sound man for NBC. and Anthony
said it was investigating a report that Katsaris, Carolyn Boyd and Beverly
‘‘the People's Temple had aOliver. The embassy identified the last
ontingency ptan to kidnap highthree as concerned sect members'
government officials in case the Rev.relatives who accompanied the Ryan
Jim Jones were arrested” in Guyana. party. e ’
FBI spokesman Joe Aaron said the
kidnap information was received some
time ago. Aaron said new information
ta~the _sgme effect was _received
yesterday morning.
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M oundeg less seriousty wegs-Richagd

Dwyer, deputy chiel of the US.
Embassy here; Ron Javers, 32, a
reporter for the 5an Francisco
Chronicle, and Tim Reiterman, 31, a
reporier for the Examiner, the
embassy said.

A Guyanese military plane brought
the wounded back to Georgetown,
where a UU.S. Air Force C-14! transport
plane picked them up. :

The murders of Ryan and the others
were the latest and most gruesome
incidents in a 20-year saga of intrigue
and controversy surrounding the
People's Temple and Jones.

Conceived in Indianapolis, Ind.. in
the 1950s with the avowed purpose of
breaking down class distinctions, the
Temple moved to Redwood Valley,
Calif.. in the tzte 1960s and then San
Franciscoin 1971. ’

Jones listed among his friends Gov.
Edmund G. Brown Jr.. Lt. Gov.
Mervyn Dymally, state Assemblyman
Willie Brown, Oakland Mayor Lionel
Wilson, Los Angeles Mayor Tom
Bradley and San Francisco Mavor
George Moscone, who appoeinted Jones
chairman of the city Housing
Authority after the People's Ternple

hg;ged him win the mayoral glection in
1975.



DONHARRIS .. __
~Currespondent for NBC news




" w—=——ROBERT BROWN o————
NBC televislon cameraman



i;REG ROBINSON, .
San Franclsco Examiner photographer



S F ' E Convnghnholn by San Francisco Examiner a
an_Francisco Examiner photographer Greg Robinson soundman Steve Sung in G v

Dan rral i S On, eorgetown, Guyamna. Rpbinson
Telt. pholographs NBC cameraman Rob Brown, right.and  and Brown were both killed in an ambush Saturday.
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>uit Leader
ncluded in

MQQ% WN, Geu)g!ath officials later puf the death

Guyanese troops reported yesterday Joll among cult members at 409, a news
that they had found the body of thehgency reported. They said Jones had
leader of a California cult among thosekhot himself in the right temple. Sect
of 300 to 400 of his followers, same shotkonouars who survived were quoted as
but most of them p-omoned: Abaut 800 ying that unwilling fellow members
other cult members were missing. ere forced to take poison, s liquid
The military tentatively identified aced with cyanide, against their will.
one body as that of James Warrenf [ Washington, it was announced that
Jones. known as Jim Jones, who hadjisy servicemen are being assembled
sought to build a utopian commune infand witl be flown to Guyana to evacuate
the Guvanese jungle, but who hadihe bodies.
preached mass suicide as a last resoft.  john A, Bushnell, head of the special
againsl the cult’s enemies. State Department task force on the
The deaths reportedly occurrredJonestown tragedy, sald the
shortly after Rep. Leo J. Ryan, Sanservicemen will fly to Georgetown and
Mateo, Calif. Democrat. and threethen goto Jonestown by helicoptersand
newsmen who had gone to investigatetransfer the bodies back to
the cult were stain Saturday night at aiGeorgetown. He said a groupof 29U S.
nearby airport. An American womanrilitary specialists also would be flown
who was trving to leave the communejin to help identify the dead.
also was killed. They said the dead were all members
Charles Krause, a Washington Postiof an agrarian-socialist cult called the
reporter. confirmed Jones was deadpeopte's Temple, which had cleared
and Sald he had been shot in the hEHd, he jungle for farms in a “'ildermss
one of the few to die from a bullet] ce fit on]y for a wnal Colony when
wound. Jones' body. clothed in blac uyana was under British colonial
pants and a colored casual shirt, was onjyle.
a stage of the meeting hall, Kra According to former members, the
said. mmune of 1,200 people was drilled
Krause was with the Ryan partyjoutinely in suicide as an answer lo
Saturday and was in a pool afymagined attacks by “‘mercenaries.”
journalists permitted to return toj The 800 missing cult members had
Jonestown with government forcesppparentiy fled into the jungle, one of
resterday. he densest in the world, where flesh-
A government spokesman said therefpating Piranha and electric eels inhabit
'as a report that a witness had seenfhe rivers and guicksand holes stand in
commune members willingly sipping aflark pools beneath the thick forest
poisonous “brew from a tub.” nopy.
Mark Lane, the attorney and author] Ryan met with Jones on Saturday at
‘ho represented the cult, suggestedfhe commune, called Jonestown, to
hat many of the men, women andhegotiate for the release of cull
hildren might have been slain by otherfnembers whose parents in California
ult members. Lane and Charleshad claimed were being held in virtual
arry, a San Francisco lawyer whohondage.
also defended the cult, escaped from| when Ryan’s party attempted to lead
he group’s village of Jonestownsome cult members to two chartered
aturday night when the killings beganplanes on a small landing strip at
nd were picked up in the jungle bynearby Port Kaituma, armed men from
overnment forces Sunday. They didthe commune opened fireﬁgg_th_eql.
ot see the killings. [kill‘mg five and wounding eight.
Lane said he and Garry had heard
esidents of the camp talking on a
udspeaker aboutl mass sujcide.
The Guyanese forces reported that
they had found the bodies of Jones's
wife agd gne of his sons beside him.
They apparently died of poison.
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Besides Ryan, who was_53_jhose Jhe_Jonestown settiement__on..a
kilfed were Don Harris, 42, a television 27.000-acre tract in the remote
reporter for NBC News, and Roberthorthwest. was said to be an em_memly
Brown, 36, an NBC cameraman, both of managed farm that produced fruits and
Los Angeles; Gregory Robinson, 27, a vegetables, including bitter and sweet
photographer for the San Franciscofassava, be_ll yams and taro. The ;ult s
Examiner, and Patricia Parks orfan Francisco headguarters shipped
Parker, a cult member. Guyanese of-1arge and expensive farm machinery

ficials said she was 18. nd other supplies to Jonestown. Since
When government police and troopsthe settlement was operated as a
were later flown into the area, theyfeligious society — although its

discovered the bodies of hundreds effphilosophical core was without a deity
commurne residents on the ground and|2Nd appeared more social and political
in bark cottages at the settlement in[" structure than religious — the
Jonestown. Moreover, it was reportedfSfipments were not supervised by
Monday that a People’s Temple leader [CUYanese customs. After the
Sharon Amos, and her three daughters[*€ekend’s events, this decision by the
had been found with their throats slit ing0vernment is drawing criticism in the
the cult's headquarters in Georgetown. Fapital. ‘

The Guyanese minister of, Apparently the shipments' from
information, Shirley Fie]d.md;ey‘!?allrorni_a also contained firearms and
yesterday expressed her government’sfmmunition. These are tightly
sympathy to the relatives of the deadtontrolled in Guyana, and no one is
Americans, saying the impovenshed pllowed to bear arms without a
South Amerigan country had pever ex-government permit. :
perienced anything like the “very, Al members were supposed to turn
terrible happenings'* of the weekend. E_ver their ‘possessions to the People’s

Former members of the cult haglomple when they joined and to give
warned that it was capable of violence J9NeS the right to all future assets. Miss

Last June, one former member Crawford said cult members were
Deborah Layton Blakeyv. said in ainstructed to break close ties with their
deposition in a GU}’ana-custody cascfamilies but 1o maintain some contact
involving a child in the Jonestownfin order to collect inheritances. Mrs,
commune: “The Rev. Jones labeledfBlakey also alleged that she had served
any person who left the communc afs the cult’s financial secretary, and as
traitor” and ‘fair game.' He stead- fmuch as $65000 a month in Soecial
fastly and convincingly ‘maintainedSecurity payments went to Jonestown
that the punishment for defection was ghrough the American Embassy in
death.” ‘ eorgetown.

She also told of suicide preparations| According to the testimony of former
among the commune’s entire raciallyjcult members: -
mixed population, which ranged in age] ® Fa‘rm workers worked 11 hours a
from infancy to retired Americans andfday, Six days a week. One former
included professtonals such asffmember said: “They ate rice for break-
physicizns and nurses. ast, rice water soup for lunch and rice

**There was constant talk of death ~ Pnid beans for dinner. They had
satd Mrs. Blakey, who was raised in anvegetables three times a week, and an
affluent white family in Berkeley, [88 and cpokies on Sunday.”
Calif. “In Jonestown, the concepl of| M-Cusrds patrolled the setilement jo

mass suicide for socialism arosc.|keep persons from entering or leaving.
Because our lives were so wretched

anyway, and because we were so afraid
to_contradict Rev. Jones, the concept
was nof challenged.” it




AP photo

p Mass suicide victims lie near tub containing drink laced witifiTyamne.
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After Ryan’s

Murder Seen'

GEQRGETOWN, Guyana—Infor-
mation Minister Shirley Field Ridley
reported today that 300 to 400 bodies
—and no one alive—had been found
in the Guyana jungle camp of a Cal:-

fornia sect whose members killed five[j

Americans including Rep. Leo J.
Ryan of California and three news-

Jones, a former San Francisco city of -
ficial.

Miss Ridley said she had heard
there had been a mass suicide by poi-
son at the camp, and that she had
‘heard nothing to discount these re-

ports.

About 1,100 persons, all of them
Americans, had been reported living|
in the camp. There was no indication
what might have happened to the
others.

It was not known whether Jones
was among the dead.

Stephen Katzaris, a Potter Valley,

Ryan to Guyana in a futile attempt
get his daughter out of Jonestown
gaid the inmates of the camp had ha
mass suicide rehearsals and sign
undated suicide notes before they lef!
California for Guayana,

“They will all be dead by tomer
row,” Katzaris had predicted Sunday

cally ded in the attack-inwhich
Ryan was killed.

300 1O
CULTISTS

fideiics Climninn

00
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[
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Lyan_(D-Calif.) had gqne_to_the
bamp in this small South American
bouniry (o investigate reports of

eorgetown by plane. Witnesses said
man with a knife had threatened
yan earlier in Jonestown.

In Washington, a State Department
fficial said, “We have received from
ur embassy in Guyana preliminary
eport from the local police on the
cene that it appears as if as many as
members of the Jonestown Peo-
le’s Temple may be dead. We have
o further details at this time.”

State Department spokesman Tom
Reston said in Washingion that
F'there are alarming indications that
members of the Peoples Temple in
Guyana are engaging in mass suicide.
“The Guyanese police report that a
woman who ran the Peoples Temple
office in Georgetown has killed her
three children and taken her own life.

“Another Peoples Temple member,
who says he escaped from the Temple

Calif., psychologist who accompanied

Katzaris’ son Anthony, 23, was criti-

and watked 20 miles, reported that
some 200 members of the Temple
were taking their own lives, having
done 5o when he escaped.”
Meanwhile, Guyana officials said
that Larry John Layton, an American
d a member of the Peoples Temple
i-‘eligious setilement at Jonestown,
n arrested in connection with.
e o

the ambush-murder of Ryan and the

REPORTED
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foux_nLh.ﬁrmAmencans as they tried to escort unhappy get-
tlers from the camp
Laylon's age and hometown were not known.

Reston said the sect has about 3,000 members in Caliror-
nia and authorities have been alerted to the possibility of
mass suicide in the United States,

A Ryan aide said that James Cobb, once a bodyguard to
Jones, the sect’s Jeader, who later became disenchanted
with both the sect and Jones, had gone to Guyana with
Ryan and is stil} unaccounted for.

Sherwin Harris of Lafayette, Calif., who went to Guyana
to see his daughter, a cult member, sald she was killed Sat-
urday night by church members in Georgetown.

“My daughter is dead. I'm making funeral arrangements
for her now. That happened in Georgetown last night. She
was murdered last night by these people—they are abso-
lutely raving lunatics . . . They are {anatics.”

A former bodyguard for the Peoples Temple warned of a
wave of jungle murders and suicides because of the im-
minent destruction of the fanatical movement

“T was an armed bodyguard for the Peoples Temple,”
8aid Wayne Pietilda, 25, of the San Francisco area, a refa-
tive of persons in the Guyana comrmune.

“Members of the cult believe that they all wili be killed
when the Temple is destroyed,” Pietila said. “We, con-
cerned members of the family of these in the Temple, are
now very concerned about a massive wave of murders and
Buicides.” o

He said some of those whe wanted to leave with the
Ryan party were now hiding in the jungle, fearful that
they will be hunted down by Temple assasins,

Pietila said he had warned Ryan that he should not go
into Jonestown without armed bodyguards. “He just
layghed at us,” he said. “We did warn him there was a
possibIity of shooting.” —



MOMENTS BEFORE DEATH—NBC newsman

Don Harris, left, and Son Francisco Examiner

photographer Gregory Robinson, right, oppear

in film taken by NBC cameraman Robert Brown
shortly before shooting erupted at PorLls_qu]%-_
ma, Guyana, All three newsmen were killed.



F350 (Rev, ! 0-°8-77)

4
ﬁ

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.}

1 S.F.Chronicle

San Francisco,Ca.

Date: 11-20-78
Edition: HOme

‘Title: RYMURS

Character:

- SF 89-250
Classification: 89
Submitting Office: SF*

FBI/DOJ



PR TS P L S

on, . ({!;‘:f:‘, -

Gtyana Says
400 Bodies
In Jonestown

By Keith Power
Chronicle Correspondent
Georgetown. Guyana

The Guyana Minjstrv of In-
formation reported early today that
military troops airlifted into Jones-
town found “30¢ to 400 dead
bodies” a1 the jungle sctilemient,
apparently the victims of a mass
suicide. 3

“No living persons were
found.” said a ministry spokeswom-
ag. who said troops were “going
tiircugh the hodies sceking 1o
idp-ntify the dead.”

' There was no other immediate
confirmation of this report from
any other governntent ageney here.

" The spokesman said initial re-
ports indicated the dead “appeared
10 have taken poison.,” but that this
was uncertain, and medical person-
nel would be sent 1o the scene
today Lo determine the cause of the
deaths.

Guyana police and army troops
were sent to the remote Peopley'
Temple agricultural mission yester-
dav after Congressman Leo Ryan
and four others were murdered as
they attempted t0 escort fearful
and disillusioned settlers out of the
jungle.

One report said that eight men
! one woman were arrested
shprtly after the Guyana forces
arfived near Jonestown, the com-
plund namead after the Rev. Jim
Jones, leader of the religious sect.

A government spukvsmamden—

“every possible effort” to arrest the !
persons whuTUT Qown Ryan (Dem-
San Mateo/ and the others.

It also said that no Guyanese
were involved in the Saturday
massacre, which took place at an
airfield at Port Kaituma, the near-
est landing place to the l(.mpleb
remote outpost.

2 ' Eyewitnesses suid the unpro-

* that were waiting 1o carry them 150

uked. .surprise attack came from

J

mericans who were living at the-
nission.

The vicious assault with pistols,
rifles and a shotgun taken from a
Guyanese policeman, killed Con-
gressman Ryan and four others,
including three newsmen.

The other dead were identified
as Gregorv Robinson, 27, a photog-
rapher for the San Francisco Exam-
iner: NBC news correspondent Don
Harris, 41, and NBC cameraman
Bob Brown. 6. both of Los Angeles,
and Patricia Parks who was identi-
fied as a member of the temple
community who was secking her
freedom with Ryan's help.

+ Rvan and his party — accom-

panied hy several People's Temple
‘['ollo\\'ers who wanted 10

leave
-

Jonestown — were set upon with- |
out warning as they attempied 104
board 1wo Ymall ciartered planes

miles back to Georgetown. lhe-
capital of this tiny country on the!
northeast coast of South America. |

American government sources
identified those seriously injured in
the attack as Jackie Speier. Ryar's
administrative assistant: NBC

sound man Steven Sung of Pasade-

tified one suspect as Ldr‘n;)ehhrf-

Laxion. an American. #5L0

The Guyanan go\ernm@t“ex-‘-.

pressed  official

————— o,

regret over- ghe
incideit4nd pledged to meke ~ |'

na; and Anthony Katsaris, Carotyn
Boyd and Beverly Oliver. three
relatives of members of the Jones
sect. . '

Wounded less seriously w
Ron Javers, 32, a Chronicle re
who was shol in the left sheuld
Tim Reiterman, 31, a San Fraj \ia
_Examiner reporter shot
“lhe arm, and Richard Dwyer;dea-
ty (thf of the US. embauyx:m

" The wounded fled into the sur-
rounding swamp unitil terattackers
left, then huddled together through

" the night under the limited pronr:~
it

tion of Guyana police who
nessed the attack, but said t |3'.
could do nothing to stop it.

Roh ic BC field
producer who survived thc atfack,

said yesterday that at least 50 shots
were fired at the unarmed party as
it waited to board the planes.

[‘ "As_they fell. people walked-
pver and sho ¢In sOll’l ank in

fbhe face,” he reporled.
L

Washington Post reporter

" Charles Krause, who was shot in the

hip, said that all pight long. the
survivors waited for the gunmen 10
return. "Every time we heard a
truck or a strange noise, we hid as
best we could,” Krause said in his
copyrighted account.

“What had started as a zan
story about a congressman wantin
to investigate a freaky religioug
commune in Guyana was no longer
zany,” Krause wrote.

*Leo Ryan was right. He knew
something was terribly wrong at
Jonestown. He sensed — even if he
might be ridiculed for making the
L 1rip — that he shonld come and try
to unmask the horror. We are along
for the ride.”

Small planes carried the
wounded from the airstrip near
Jonestown back to Georgetoyn
early yesterday, where they wd-e
put aboard a U.S. military hospiial
plane sent to pick them up. 1

{Five of the survivors — Speier.
Sung, Reiterman, Javers and Bovd
— were admitted to Andrews Air
Force Base Hospital near Washing-
ton, D.C,, last night.

[ N AR

{A hospital spokesmanaaid

-t




Speier _and Sung  both sustuine(”
extensive gunshot and

were in surgery last night. Speier

wae listed in serious condition, and

Sung in satisfactory condition.

tJavers and Reiterman ap-
veared 10 be in good condition as
locters examined themn 1o see if
surgery was necessary. Bovd suf-
fered no physical wounds, but was
in shock, the spokesman eaicl

‘Three other of the wounded
were taken off the military plane at?
a refueling stop in Puerto Rico, and;
admitted to a US. Nawvv Imspitali
tihere.

(Thev were Katsaris. 23, of
Potter Valley, Calif., who suffered a
chest wound: Ben Gozney of Jones-
town, who was shot in the dhdo-
men:; and Mrs. Oliver of San Fran-
cisco, who was shot in hoth feet.
Mrs. Oliver's husband, Howard. had
suffered a stroke in Georgetown:
and was flown out with the others *
and hospitalized with his wife)

The two lawvers who accont-
pinied the ill-fated mission on
hyhalf of People’s Temple were .
rported to have returned safely to
~ Ghorgetown, the capital city.

Former Black Panther lawyer |
Charles Garry is "safe and alive”
and in some form of police or
protective custody there, reporters
said.

(In New York, the family of
attorney Mark Lane told reporters
that Lane had called his family to
sav he was safe in Georgetown. and ,
was being guarded.} . [

In Georgetown, police sur-
rounded the temple’s headquarters,
where temple spokeswoman Shar-
on Amos and her three children
were found dead Saturday night.
Their throats were cut.

Local police said they did not
know if they were dealing with
murder or suicide in the Amos case,

ut American povernment spokes- .
1en szid they were hearing runfirs |

M mass suicide among lemple ﬂ

embers,

Police 1 8an Francisco and \

Los Angeles, where the temple has
its churches, wece alsrted to the
possibility of further violence.

Ryan, a globe-trotting ]eglsla-
tive investigator, had taught in a
ghetto school in Los Angeles, spent (|
a week in Foisom Prison, and |

watched haby harp seals clubbed 10 l
¢

death in Newfoundiand as he tried
to probe events first-hand.

On November 8, the day after
he was elected to a fourth term in
Congress, Ryan announced that he
would he making a fact-finding trip

to Guyana to investigate complaints |

by relatives of some temple mem-
bers that their kin were being held
against their will at the mission.

He went, despite warnings
from government officials and his
own staff; and he was acconipanied
by a group of newsmen and c¢on-
cerned relatives.

The Ryan group was admitted
10 the colony at Jonestown on
Friday, after they had waited three
days in Georgetown for permission
to enter the remote church facility,

The visit was tense on Friday
night and grew increasingly trou-
bled Saturday morning, when sev-

“eral temple members asked to be :

helped 10 leave and the attempted :
knife attack on Ryan took place.

The Congressman and his par-
ty. joined hy several disgruntied
temple members, left Jonestown
and were able to drive through the
jungle to the airport at Port Kaitu-
ma hefure the fatal attack.

The airstrip is eight miles south
of Jonestown and ahout 130 miles
northwest of the capital, near the
Venezuelan border.

According to the State Depart-
ment officials, they were in the
process of boarding the rescue
aircraft whep a flatbed trail
pulled by &tractor appe.lred on t L
alrstnp ) )
\E. l ) b

r'L number of men, perhaps as
many ‘as six. jumped from the
trajjer_and opened fire on Ryan's
group. whjch, reportedly included
27 persons. P

The gunfire disabled the larger .
of two chartered planeS it the
crew of a serond, smaller, plape
was able to take off and escajpe

during the attack. ?

First news of the shooling
the remote area, where communi-
cations are virtually non-existent,
came from crew members of the
plane that escaped.

(Officials in Washington, led by
President Carter, expressed shoek
and sadness over the killing of
Ryan and the others.

{The President called Ryan's
mother, Autumn, at the congress-
man’s townhouse home Lo exprips
his condolences.

(“The President said Leo Ytad
done many fine things in his years
in Congress and that he would
always remember that Leo was the
first member from California to
support him for the White House,”

“said Mrs. Ryan.

(One of his Democratic coi-
leagues on the House International
Relations Committee, Representa-
tive Lester Wolff of New York,
descrihed Ryan as “one of a whole
new breed of investigative con-
gressmen who just don't sit, but go
out and see things for themselvedf
He wouldn't take the State Departi
ment’s word for things. Unfortu}
ni‘iﬂh'..,il_k’.d 10 this greatetrogeds b
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Bodies of Jim Jones,
409 Culgs=~

GEORGETOWN, Guyana—Th ..o @gTeed to reppesent the
bodies of the Rev. Jim Jones and al.‘commumfy only a few weeks ago in
least 409 of his followers were found the face of growing criticism in the
by Guyana officials Monday after a United States from relatives of people
weekend of horror and killing at an,who lived there, said poison was
lAmerican religious commune in the taken into the community center hall
jungles of this South American nation, Saturday night. Then the sect mem-
Commune members had shol and bers, surrounded by armed men, some

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and atate,)

illed Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif.)of whom had modern automatic I-1 LOS ANGELES
nd four other Americans at a jungle weapons, were persuaded or ordered TIMES
irstrip Saturday. The bodies were to take the poison. LOS ANGELES, C&

reported 10 be victims of a mass sui- “They lined up women, even little
cide pact, though some had beenchildren, w take poison. It was crazy. S
murdered. This was not suicide, il was poison or
The Guyana Ministry of Informa- 3 bullet.” ‘
tion said that by midafterncon Mon-. Events at the commune last Satur-
day soldiers reported counting the day are still confused, and there are
bodies of 163 women, 138 men and 82 very few known survivors. Those
children. A police spokesman said la- who have reached Georgetown have
r that the toll was 409 and that been put under protective custody by
ies were still being found. the Guyana authorities, Lane said.
By dark, police and soldiers had But Lane himself, who went to the
ound only 12 survivors from among commune last weck with Ryan and a
e estimated 500 to 900 who had fled party of U.S. journalists, lawyers and
nto the bush. All of the settlers were 4:plomats, gave one of the most
fieved to be Americans, most from coherent accounts.
ifornia. _ . He said there was inlense bitter-
Guyana officials said the vicimSpess in the commune, especially on —_—
appear to have died of poisoning in a he part of Jones and the small clique
mass suicide pact, but some of themiyhich ran the commune, about criti-
d been shot with rifles and auto-icigm they had been receiving in the
matic weapons. United States. Date: 11 /21/78
US, attorney Mark Lane, one of| He said that there was strong op- . pesday Final
the few survivors of the mass killing'nosition to Ryan's visit and that Ryan Edition:
to reach this capital so far, told the had been told not to bring any journa-
Los Angeles Times in an interview |iss, especially not to bring television

Monday night, “There was no mass crews. _—
suicide. It was mass murder, planned Robert Brown and Don Harris, two Title: BODIES FOUND
to look like mass suicide.” , members of an NBC television team
Guyana army officers returning 10 gn the fact-finding mission, and Ryan
Georgetown Monday night told were among the first to die. Also Character:
nightmare tales of bodies piled in the 3mong the first victims were Gregory RYMUR
secl’s community center and the Robinson, a photographer with the or =
stench of death under the tropical San Francisco Examiner, and a fe- Classification:
sun. ‘male member of the community. Submitting Office:

Officials said Jones, a Eormer an
Francisco city official who founded a meeting Saturday afternoon,
the Peoples Temple Christian Com- uﬁ’é said, a gman g'raybbed Ryan
mune, had been shot and near him zround the throat from behind and
were the bodies of his wife and one of pushed a knife 10 his chest, shouting,
his_children, who had apparently Yoy son of a bitch. I'm gging to kill
been poisoned. Y T 7

Los Angeles

FBi/DOo.



But several people grabhed | “The last thing I head denes—say
man and prevenied the killing. Lane over{fie “loudspeaker was ‘Mother,
and a US. diplomat accompanying mother, mother . . . mother, mother,
the group persuaded Ryan to jeave mother.” Then we heard a lot of shots,
the commune to ease the Lension. ‘probably 80 or 90, and we ran off
Ryan, members of his delegation'along the path.”
and several disgruntled members of Lane said that at one point he and
the sect who had asked to leave the Garry got lost. When they found the
commune with Ryan were ambushed path again they decided to cut up a
at a remote jungle airsirip at Port pair of shorls he had with him and
Kailuma. Ryan and four others were leave the pieces along the trail to find
killed and 10 others wounded. their way back should they get lost
" News of the violence shocked theagain. -
commune and a meeting was called to They slept for several hours, then
decide what should be done about jt. continued again at first light Sunday
“1 told Jones he must call in the po- morning, finally reaching a rough
lice,” but nothing was done about it,road where they were picked up by
Lane said. “During our conversalion [ Guyana soldiers.
gradually began to see that Jones had  Lane said that he had met Jones
planned the knife attack on the con- himself only twice. The first time was

gressman Lhat aflernoon.

“He talked of a mass suicide pact
and | told him ‘You can't do that."”

Lane said he and another American
lawyer, Charles Garry, of San Fran-
cisco, were taken by a group of men
Saturday night to a building called
the Easl House, close to the big com-
munily center.

“] think we were taken there s0
that we could not interfere in the
proceedings,” Lane said.

From there they could hear Jones
addressing members of Lhe secl over
the puhlic address system.

Jones, Lane said, told the sect
members, “There is dignity in death.”
Then there was a debate about sui-

several weeks ago when he agreed Lo
me the commune’s lawyer. He
was shown the commune, and at first
leverything seemed perfect.
“Then 1 began to wonder. Il was
too perfect. 1 would see a young girl
helping an old woman across the
road. Many things like that. These
things were in my mind when some
people living there came to me to
complain. They were afraid. They
'were terrified.
“Their mail was censored, in and
out. Their lives were controlled. I was
Eown some houses where they lived

d they seemed fine. Then 1 began
getting information that this was all
ibeing put on for my benefit.

“After tha first visit, 1 kept up the

cide, but from where he and Garryivegtigation. Then I got what I con-

were held it seemed that Jones was

sidered was very sound evidence that

nol anxious that there should be a de-|it had been a charade o lead me
bate. At one point he told the people, agtray »

“Lel us not argue amon,
about this.”

Lane said that after some heated
debate he saw 10 to 15 men leave the

gst ourselves| asked what this: evidence was,

‘Lane refused to say. “I'm not saying
anything more that might put people
in danger until I'm sure this is ail

community hall and run Lo a nearb gver,” he said.

building. They came out of it with ri
fles and automatic weapons and r
back o the communily center.
“Then'] knew for sure that this
mass suicide was going to be imposed!
on them,” Lane said.
Line said he and Garry feared they

Lane said the evidence he had re-

ived confirmed that Jones had
normous amounts of money at the

mmune.

“1 was convinced by my informants
that he had one foot locker with $3

million i ills at une,”
were being included on the death ust,;"“'“"“ in $100 bills at the comm

gaid.
and the men who had taken them to] .. i
. | “When 1 found out these things,
the East House told him Lhal every- .yan hefore 1 made this last trip, 1

one was going to die.
 “1 told them, "Well, then, when we
get back we can tell the world how it

knew there was something rotten. [
believed the charges by concerned
relatives in the United States were

all ended.”” td do apout it? I
Lane said the men agreed to let htg:ehol;%}-la © yc_’?. 0‘ ‘

m go and showed them a path out
of the commune. I



«ldecided that the only way wagto Denying reports that as ma
try to get close to Jones and improve nTﬂE‘"sﬁEpEeclsp(I)lad been a}rreslei in
things. To get him Lo make it easier connection with the Ryan ambush,
for people who wanted to leave to go. Miss Field-Ridley said only one man
to give them a bigger say. had been taken into custody— Ameri-

“But the people around Jones didn"t can Larry Layton, about 32 years old.
like that. The first stirrings of His hometown was not known, and

democracy did nol please Jim Jones.he did not reveal the charges agai
He had to destroy it him ges against

American officials here announced® (i . .
Monday night thal 12 U, miry Ryan'and the four sihers kiled s the
helicopters would be arriving o g0 10 4301 on his party were being flown

the jungle landing strip near Jones- :
town to move the bodies of ol.]1er3§m'L 1o, the United S‘a"es,,l_a__."e M_’on-

American victims. They would take
them to another, bigger, landing strip
about 50 miles away where they
could be put on a transport plane to
be brought out of the jungle.

The mass killing shocked the
government and people of Guyana. In
the streets of Georgetown, the capi-
tal, local people approached U.S. jour-
nalisis to express their regrets.

Many of the victims were black
Americans, to whom Jones had prom-
ised a better life, free of prejudice.

One of the survivors, Grover Davis,
79, told pool reporters who accomnpa-
nied the Guyanese officials into the
Jonestown compound that he realized
whatl was going 10 happen as the set-
tlers were being directed to the meet-
ing hall, and he ran into the bush and
hjd_ .

Another survivor who gave her
name as Hyacinth Prash said she was
in her 70s and ill and remained in her
cabin when the others were called
together. Apparently she was over-
looked.

Anocther son of Jones, Stephen, 19,
said Monday night that if his father
had been responsible for the killing of
Ryan and the deaths of his followers,
*“he must have gone insane.”

“There is no way I can justify what
happened,” Stephen told Reuters
news agency in a telephone interview.

Police said they found large quanti-
ties of Guyanese and U.S. money and
checks in the settlement. They be-
lieve it may total more than $1 mil-
lion. They also found a quantity of
arms and ammunition.

Guyanese Information Minister
Shirley Field-Ridley told wire ser-
vices that a group of people acquaint-
ed with camp members—apparently
relatives—were flying to the scene to
help the army and police in the grim

agd difficult task of identifying the
dea ‘-“g""



Mark Tne telling of-OTUEG.




10-19-77)

-

I 11350 {Rev.

{Mount Clipping in Space Balow}

iNSIDE I
JONESTOWN
CAM
- THE
VASS

.u‘

L

cate page, name of
ppaper, city and state.)

1 S.F.Chronicle

San Francisco,Ca.

11-21-78
Home

Date:
Edition:

Title: V.13

Character:

or SF 39-250
Classification: 39
Submitting Office: SF

FBI-DOL

) ‘»4
Lo

L
Ve

]




e A e s

C

Hu
Into the Jungle

there were only 800 passports in Jones’ office.

Srtoan

By Keith Power
‘ Chronicle Correspondent T
Gecrrgel.own, : 3
Gujana ;

The deatb toll at Jonestown grew to 405 last night
from the mass suicides and Kkillings that began
Saturday when the babies at the Peoples Temple
settlement were lined up and given cups of purple
Kool-Aid laced with cyanide. Te

Then the older children and adults took their tijfl;n,
marching past the big soup kettle to receive their fatal
doses. '

1t took the victims five minutes to dje, one of; the
three survivors at the scene reported. -e

Most went to an altar at the end of the openir
pavilion where the Rev. Jim Jones had summoned his
flock to tell them that the plan to kill not oniy .
Congressman lLeoc J. Ryan but also the visiting
newsmen and relatives had falled. s

3] “
| The bodies of the dead were clustered so tightly,
wysn't_possible to see the ground near the altar. © -|;

Jones was one of only three who died by guhsh 5.
He was shot in the right temple, apparently a suicidpd

Jones' wife, Marceline, and their three childlfen

were also dead. | . :

Apparently about 400 managed to flee in-to‘the

jungle, gscapigg a fusillade of shots fired b ards

_Stationed outside the central area of the colony. -

Earlier estimates that Jonestown had a population

eds F I e d  of 1200 were scaled down when it was discovered Tlat

q*
]

The first reporters to reach the scene found {(he
L] "

: dazed survivors. . 0 1
i[- One was Grover Davis, 79, who had been able to

un away and hide in the brush. Another was Hyacinth

rash a whitehaired woman who stayed in her
dormitory bed because she was too i} to get up and
attend the ghastly ceremonles. -

The third survivor was Odell Rhodes, 36, a farmer
teacher, who said he had been asked by the camp’s
doctor, Lawrence Schact, to bring him a stethoscope
after Schact and the colony’s nurses had completed
making their cyanlide brew. o

Rhodes left on the errand as requested — and he

" didn’t return. "~

. Instead, he found a nearby refuge in the jun_ e,
where he could view and hear the terrible scene. -[{

It took five minutes for the convulsions that caije
from drinking the poison to result in death, Rhodes
said — time enough for families to reunite with arms
closed about one another before falling. %

There was supposed to be a radioed signal as well,
Rhodes said, with the words “White Knight,” ordering
People’s Temple members in San Francisco, 1
Angeles and Georgetown to kill themselves in Joriés’
name.

LA

.But the signal never went out. —t

F

Rhodes told reporters what the original attack plan

-



aWe Ryan mission had been: There were 1wo other ‘witness G€Orgetown under close guard,
" Larry Layton, a fanatically €S Within €arshot of the scene — ‘}L‘:‘EC“"S the residets Trom posi-
loyal cult member, was 1o pose as a  attorneys Mark Lane, known for his Sthle attack by tl_ue. guards who Had
rcfugee seeking Rvan's help. And assassinations conspiracy theories, gverseen the suicide ceremony |at
then when Ryan's charter plane and Charles Garry of San Francis °°Pestown. o

was airborne, Layton was to shoot €0, longtime defender of jones and
the pilot so the 13-passenger plane his temple. '
would crash — killing everyone in
the congressman’s party.

It was not known how many of
' the guards themselves escaped af-
. As Lane and Garry escaped ter the other settlers died. .

Into dense rain forest, they could | As the long and dreadful task
The scheme collapsed when hear Jones telling his foliowers' of trying to Jearn the names of the
ﬁp'an told Layton he had to leave over the settlement’s Joudspeaker + dead goes on, first priority will be
op a second, smaller plane brought 'that jt was time for them to die. | placed on finding temple members
gf to take out those members who , who fled into the jungle to avoid

‘ . i ing, -
Georﬁﬁ?ﬂ ng%‘: ilrllrtlc‘)j e{h: rsrx?z:llg; ' ing. "It is a great protest, a great Commissioner of Police Lloyd

' demonstration for everyone to die.” Barker held little hope that many

craft and fired his pistol at two  *% of t :
fugitives until he was subdued and Then came the final six words longh:i:ﬁgﬂfir;pcould survive for

his gun taken away, ol the former San Francisco evan-
gelist's address: “Mother, mother,] “They will die of exposyfe,
of the United States mission jn Mmother, mother, mother, mother.” % insects or snake bite If they stay in

Guyana, was given the gun, and Lane said he counted 85 shots. . there too long,” Barker sajd. |

Guyanese police seized Layton. Then there was silence. co h. . ?y d;rk, police and soldiers
- . i . ad found only 12 survivors from
the gh,fa]s?fﬁsmﬁi‘gﬂmﬁﬁdo: f;;: The first outsiders to regch the ~among those wha had fled into the
field %o fire their weapons, Rhodes carnage were Guyanese soldiers.  : bush,

told reporters in Guyana. The They had expected to find Anyone who Joses his bearings
gunman killed Ryan and four oth- many victims of gunfire, but appar- ' more than & few hundred yards
ers; but they had 1o return 10 o; 4y the shots Lane heard wer(f| away from a road or clearing may

Jonestown to report that “the freq ag sucecessful escapers. end up entrapped in the dark gree
misFion had failed,” Rhodes said. | ' jungle. ppe green

Richard Dwyer, deputy chief

Only one woman protested. The Guyanese for fgser%l;n:f,;(} 7

mly on ' ' i rise, a stor .

y tinued, when Jones as- no one’s surpr in the deserted The area is almost uninhabited.

Rhodes con i and ammmunition In The :

sembled the group and announced 1 t only established settlements

the sujcide plan would go into settiement. are Port Katuma, six miles 1o |
N And there was also an unex- east, and Wheeler Ridge, 30

effect pected discovery: a large quantity away. Tiny bands of Amerind?ﬂi H
She was shouted dowu. of United States currency, checks Guyana's ‘Indigenous inhabitants,
“Most of the people did it more ind gold apparently worth more 2re camped at irregular interyalsf]f

or less willingly," Rhodes said. \3“ a m‘i:“’“ Utsl d(’t“a";: o o The landscape may be f"'g .

d for those who might have 4 Jt'will be at least a ddy to movie buffs: Jonestown 15}
had Aszméordoubls Jonesgoffered before a list of the dead can be | nyos gway from the beautitul by

. e I'C'pal'(‘.?d, Shirley Field-Rldley, wild settin where “Lost Horizons"
words of comfort and prorqlses of Euyana's minister of information, | .. filmed?

heaven. . . declared at a press conference. :
“We're going 1o meet.” he said, Most of the dead are believed While work continued in the
“4n another place. 4 to be from Northern California. vast interior, planeloads of Ameri-
| About a dozen ;’; l.heK d;:r_ jent” the infop. | €20, Officials — dipiomatic and
spere in Jones’ house. Maria ats: “Please be patient, ' | medical — kept arriving in Georpie-
i}, 24, whose brother, An::nox;(:. Y 1‘:‘2‘5_ mation chief pleaded. ! town during the day to bolster tne
j in the airstrip attac ' issi
m:];ll:l;:g a v:fnaerfsforf to persuade Field-Ridley sal(} K | membetr'hl small diplomatic mission here.
.dend. of the Beople's Temple r o ined i
her to co{ngetclloT‘ :f;:‘.uli'ﬁ;n?n dher o, s{?ﬂ (F;.eorgetown have a . AUS Army team trained in
in Jones " $0'Rd1p Jonestown, 150 miles away, handiing corpses is due at Jones-
headw - wife, Maceline, and thets. € jfy to identify the dead. town today. ‘

" ehildren died of poisionfhg The police kept the house at



The sokliers, many_.a!c..uaeml
veterans of similar duty in Viet—!
man, will pick up the bodies in
helicopters and fly them to Wheel-
er;Ridge, where the corpses will
trhnsferred to military alrplanes

Copyright|[1978

Nem Franrisco Fxa
REV. JIM JONES ‘
Deod of o gunshot wound !

:

b
A vat containing a pmsoned spft_drink stood on a gl!l 3 ’)'l
.

the endave’



AP Wirephoto

The ‘throne’ used by the Rev. Jim Jones, leader of People’s-Tewpie
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Sheet-covered bodies lay on the grounds of the-Psuple’s Temple settlement, Jonestown, Guyana
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Associated Press

Guyanese soldiers searched
through a steaming jungle Mon-
day for hundreds of American
religious zealots who fled their
remote compound after the
suicide-murder deaths of at
least 409 fellow cultists.

Some were shot, but most apparent]
lined up and ook doses of cyanide pol- |
son mixed in a tub with flavored water.
A witness said poison was spoon-fed to
babies.

Several hundred bodles were sprawl-
ed around a communal meeting hall
ggcked so closely together that many

d fallen across others who had died
minutes earlier, Some had embraced as
they died,

- Bush

By dark, police and soldiers had
found w 12 survivors from among the

estimated 500-900 who had fleg int the

| All of the settlers were be

GEORGETOWN, Guyana — AMericans, most from California,

Those who were killed or took their
own lives perished at about the same
time Saturday that enraged members
of the sect attacked an investigative

|group led by Rep. Leo J. Ryan, D-Calif.
& dirt én

at . They ed Ryan,
three U.S. newsmen and a woman from
the settlement.

Bodies

By midafternoon, socldiers reported
counting the bodles of 163 women, 138
men and 82 children. A police spokes-
man said later the toll was 408 as the
terrible task continued at the settle-
ment in this small South American
country tucked beside Venezuela, He
said bodies still were being found.

Also found in the fields, huts and dor-
imitories were 17 shotguns, 14 rifles,
seven gistols. a flare gun and large
a?ll'og:ls 5:1:1 ammunition, government
offici ) .

the dead were bt Jones,
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i " ———
founder of the People’s Temple settle-
wn, his wife and marriage

ment called Jone

Mjrsons.

'CONGRESSMAN LEO J.

' Examiner

photographer

Jones, the offsp of an Inter-racial
, and his followers, bpxhhlnqks

d w tes. established intand

settiement last year. It wgs_m:&esg
Trofn 16é jungle in an isolated region

miles northwest of Gecrgetown and 5¢
‘miles south of the Venezuelan border.
White House press secretary Jody
Powell said President Carter and his
wife, Rosalynn, expressed their shock
and grief and Carter “cettainly is tak-
ing a personal interest” in the tragedy.

s Kraus, a reporter for the
See SURVIVORS,

RYAN,
shown with blood on his shirt after
attack at Jonestown compound.
.This is believed to be the next-fo-
‘last picture shot by San Francisco

Greg

‘Robinson before both Ryan and
-Robinson were killed. —



_SURVIVORS |

- —— Continued from Page 1A
Washington Post who was with [he
Ryan ]:uu‘ti;1 Saturdai' but escaped
death, was In a pool of journalists per-
mitted to return to Jonestown with
government forces Monday.

He said Jones had been shol in the
head and was one of the few to die from
a bullet wound. Jones' body, clothed in
black pants and a colored casual shirt,
was on a stage of the meeting hall,
Kraus said,

Scores of bodies were packed in the |

hall, & round pavilion about 120 feet in
diameter with a roof but no walls, he
said. Other bodies were virtually in
piles outside the hall and in small
grotups farther away.

Government investigators told repor-
ters Jones apparently had shot himself.
They said most of the dead drank the
fruit-flavored water gpiked with cyani-
de, hut it apﬁeamd some had poison
injected in their veins while infants
were fed the deadly doses.

Jones’ wife and son, one of the coup-
le's seven children, dled of poison, the
investigators said.

Evacunate
En Washington il was announced that
1 5. servicemen are being asse
led at various bases to be flown to Guy-
ana and evacuate the bodies.

John A. Bushnell, head of the special
State Department lask force on the
Jonestown tragedy, said the service-
men will fly 1o Georgetown and then go
to Joneslown by helicopters and transf-
er the bodies back to Georgetown. He
reported a group of 28 U.S. military
specialists also would be flown in to
helmﬁiy the dead.

Christopher A. Nascimente, a Guy-
anese Cabinet minister visiting New
York City, said one reason establish-
ment of the settlement was approved
was reference letlers submitied by
Jones. He said the People’s Temple
supplied some 60 letters, including ones
signed by first lady Rosalynn Certer,
Vice President Walter F. Mondale, and
several congressmen, that complimen-
ted Jones and his followers for their
activities it California.

Odell Rhodes, a 36-year-old teacher
and one of the camp survivors, told the
poo! reporters elaborale preparations
were made for the mass sujci d

Kilngs frggered by Ryan's visit.

Rhodes said he remained through the
{iFST part of the suicide ceretony, but
when a Dr. Lawrence Schact said he
wanted a  stethoscope, Rhodes
volunteered to get it and hid in the jung-
le.

He told the reporters Schacht prepar-
ed the cyanide potion and the doctor
~and two nurses ladled it out, starting
iwith the infants by spooning or squirt-
| ing it into their mouths.
Adults
Adults lined up and received the poi-
son drink in paper cups, sipping it there
or laking it back to their places to join
friends and relatives in a death toast,

Rhodes said

Armed guards were stationed around
the group, he said, and one woman who,
first refused Lo take the poison drank jt

says to do it you should do it!],
asycaJIEd father by his follow-
ers. :
Rhodes sajd the original pian was for
ail the people in Ryan’s main aircraft to
| be killed by a gunman who would pose
' as a defector and get on the plane, then
"kill the pilot, causing the plane to crash.
| He said the man got on the secondary
|aircraft by mistake at the tiny airstrip
'in the village of Port Kaituma, eight
: miles south of Jonestown, then started
“ shooting and other armed men on a
truck-irailer alse opened fire.

When the killers returmed and to
Jonestown it was known some mem-
bers of Ryan's group had esc('ﬂ)ed, the
suicide ritua! was ordered, Rhodes said.

He said People’'s Temple members in
Guyana and the Uniled States had been
planning a simultaneous suicide cer-
emony for months, to be carried out if
the code “white knight” was broadcast.

) said the code appagently %as
not broadeast, and Jones summoned hi

after athers shatted, “No, no, if Father,

[* o

followers to the death meeting by tel-
ling them over the loudspeaél',""rﬂ'é

time has come for us to meet in another
place'!l

According to Rhodes, Jones used the
loudspeaker afler Ryan's party had left,

_to announce he had ordered the deaths

of the congressmen and all other mem-
bers of his party.
Another survivor, Grover Davis, 79,

. 10ld the pool reporters he realized what

was going to happen as the settlers
were being directed to the meeting hall
and he ran into the bush and hid.

A woman who gave her name as Hya-
cinth Prash and said she was in her 70s
was ill and remained in her <cabin
where she apparently was overlooked.

Blood had seeped from the noses of
many of the dead, and there was a
frothy substance on their lips.

Five minutes
Doctors said it probably would have

‘ t.gken_Lbém! five minutes for the poison
; to bring death. _—

Government officials and witnesses
said about 1,000 acres of the 4,000 acres
leased by the People’s Temple had been
cleared and the settlers were cultivat-
ing bananas, orange and grapefruit '
trees, okra, potatoes, corn and cassava,
a tropical root.

In San Francisco, Dr. Carlton Goodlet
said he had examined Jones in August |
and found he was seriously ill. Goodlet,
Jones’ regular doctor, said, “I inslsted |
he go into the hospital”

e would not uss Jones’ ailment,
but Donald Freed, a writer who also

.had visited Jones in Guyana in August,

said Jones told him he was terminally
i1, possibly with cancer, and that he
was “distressed” about the illness.

American lawyer Mark Lane, who
escaped from the jungle camp just
before the mass deaths, told reporters
of terrifying hours he and another
attormey, Charles Garry, spent in the
amp and the rainy jungle late Satur-
s—ay and Sunday. v >



— Lane ~ .

Lane, a prominent champion of .
controversial cases and a legal counsel
to the sect, said he and Garty were bar- |
red from a rass meeting at the camp |
but heard residents discussing commu-
nal suicide over a loudspeaker. Lane
said one spoke of “the beauty of death
as part of our struggle.”

The cultists reportedly had long con-
sidered mass swicide if they felt their
sect threatened. Jones and the sect had
been under investigation in California
before he founded the Guyana camp.

California police and the FBI had
been aleried to the possibility of cult
members in San Francisco also com-
mitling suicide, but police said there.
were *no signs of anybody administer-
ing poison to themselves or to others.”

The People’'s Temple in San!
Francisco was quiet Monday, with a
lone puard standing at the steel fence."
Angry residents of the predominantly

g}ag:k nejghborhood told repoE.us_nq{n—,
y had paid attention to them when
they aked that the sect be investigated. |

Lane said the Jonestown meeting
began at about 5 p.m. Only 40 minutes
earlier, a half-dozen sect members had
attacked Ryan’s group at the airstrip
where they were trying (o fly out some
disenchanted sect members.

Guarded -

Lane, being guarded with Garry in a |
building some distance from the meet- |
m%, said he had heard medical person- i
nel were preparing poison in a large vat
somewhere in the camp. !

He said that from {heir vantage point
they also saw a dozen men Lake “many™ -
automatic rifles from a shed.

One of their two guards told them,
“\»\{3 are all going to die now,” Lane
sai

“They were smiling. They looked
genuinely happy,” he said.

He and Garry persuaded the guards
to release them, Lane said, by telling
them he would “write the story” of
Jonestown for thﬁ) outside world. Before
Igtling them go, the two guards hugged
both lﬁmvyers.g —
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Associated Press —_— Mass sulcide .
"GEORGETOWN, Guyana —  The minister said she heard reports
Information Minister Shirley there had been a mass suicide by poi-
Field Ridley reported about 300 Son at the camp, and that she had heard

. i nothing to discount these reports.
to 400 bodies — and no one alive "33 ") 106 persons, all of them

— had been found in the Guyana iAmericans, had been reported living in
jungle camp of a California sect |the camp. There wa;sa no i&dicaﬂ'r;l:n what
whose members Kkilled five |might have happened lo the others.
Americans including Rep. Leo In Washingion, the State Depariment
R f Californi said the U.S. Embassy in Georgetown

yan o ornia and three | reported local police officials told it *it
newsmen. , appears as if as many as 400 members

Miss Ridley told The Associated af‘t'ﬁe Jonestown People's Temple com-
Press the bodies were found by troops . munity may be dead.”

who invaded the Jonestown camp, in | Stephen Katzaris, a Potter Valley,

northwest Guyana, of the People's | i h
emple led by the Rev. Jim JofiEs. C%chologm . fu accom

RY uyana in a futile af
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NBC NEWSMAN Don Harris, 42, left, and before the three were shot to death on
San Francisco Examiner photographer an airstrip ot Port Kaituma, Guyana. Also
Gregory Robinson, 27, right, are shown killed ot the site was U.S. Rep. Leo J.

in film taken Saturday by WNBC-TV  Ryan of California.
cameromon Robert Brown minutes
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get his daughter out of Jonestown, said

the inmates of the camp had had mass
suicide rehearsals and signed undated
suicide notes before they left California
for Guayana.

“They will all be dead by tomorrow.”

‘said Katzaris, whose son Anthony, 23,

was critically wounded in the attack in
which Ryan was killed

Survivors

Survivors of the attack Saturday
evening said the congressman and the
others were slain with shotgun blasts
fired from “inches away” by members
of the sect.

Ryan, D-Calif., had gone to the camp
in this small South American country to
investigate reports of abuses of mem-
bers of the sect.

Shooting erupted as he tried to take
several disenchanted sect members
back to Georgetown by plane. Witnes-
ses said a man with a knife had
threalened Ryan earlier in Jonestown.

The State Department identified four
of the dead as the 53-year-old Ryan;
reporier Don Harris, 42, and camera-
ftan ~RoBert Brown, 36, both of NBC

F""ﬁ.
News and both Los Angeles residents;
and photographer Gregory Robinson,

‘27, of the San Francisco Examiner

newspaper. o

The identity of the fifth victim was
withheld pending notification of rela-
tives, but Guyanese sources said she
was an 18year-old American woman
from the settlement who apparently
was trying to leave with Ryan. Ten per-
sons were wounded.

Robert Flick, an NBC News field
producer with the crew, said after the
initial shooting the assailants walked up
to the wounded and shot them in the
head with shotguns.

“That was how Ryan and Harvis
died,” he said

In an account given on NBC televi-
sion, he said he saw soldiers j
the wreckage of a Guyanese e that
had recently crashed at the airstrip and
ran to them for help. Flick said the sold-
iers, armed with M-16 rifies, refused to
intervene.’

“The congressman.. dived behind
the opposite wheel of the airplane from

the gunfire™3md~ Wwas hit almost

Coridbess See ¥

’
-

V‘%’
Jesestown 3 Part Kaituma

);Gtugelon
VENEZUELA .r;“ o

BRAZIL

| 40
—WNes —

immediately,” Flick said “Then he was
shot by people walking through with
their guns.” He said the others died the
same way.

According to Flick, there were from
eight to twelve gunmen, both black and
while, who apparently had acted as
Ryan’s guides and became enraged and

See BODIES, Page %A

L —
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THIS HOUSE in Georgetown, Guyana, 1,200 Americans founded a year ago
is owned by the People's Temple, a by Jim Jonos, a former San Francisco
. confroversial setHement of about city official. S —
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Continued [rom Page 1A
SUATTEW Shooting when they Saw some
sect members try to leave with himn. He
said from 58-75 shots were fired.

San Francisco Chronicle reporter !

Ron Javers, who was wounded in the
arm, said in a copyright account for his

paper that NBC cameraman Brown ;

continued filming even as the attackers
charged and “I saw Brown go down.

Shotgun

“Then 1 saw one of the attackers
stick a shotgun into Brown's face,
inches away, if that.”

'He said the troops told him they did
oot intervene for fear of hitting the
Americans.

Charles Krause, a Washington Post
reporter with Ryan’s party, said Ryan
was threatened by a man with a knife
in Jonestown earlier Saturday but
escaped injury when two members of
Ryan's group subdued the assailant.

Ryan's shirt was stained with blood
when the attacker was cut by his own
knife while being disarm Krause
said.

Kause gave this account of the fatal
attack at the airstrip at Port Kaituma,

eight miles south of Jonestown and 150.:

es northwest of Georgetown.

Most of Ryan’s party went Lo the air
strip from Jonestown Saturday after-
noon and staried discussing who would
be the first to fly out in the two waiting

lanes and who would wait for later
ights

As a group boarded one plane three }

sect members standing nearby “were
glaring at us.”

As the filled plane was taxling and
the other was warming up, the three
went 1o a flathed trailer, picked up rif-
les and began firing at
plane from the moving trailer.

Another settler aboard the taxiing
plane started shooting at the other
OCcUpants.

""“The pilot stopped the plane and the
nman jurm out and ran into the
rush. The pilot taxied back, picked up
the badl% wounded and flew to George-
town Tor help. .

e slationary :

Survivors .
Krause said the survivors huddied in
the jungle until aEolice and soldiers
arrived at daybre
All the dead and wounded were

ip——

Americans, according to the
U.S.Embassy.

Port Kaifuma is a village on the
'Kaituma River 50 miles south of the
! horder with Venezuela.

State Department spokesman Tom
Heston sald in Washington that the bod-
ies would be flown from Port Kaituma
to Georgetown where autopsies would
be performed to comply with Guyanese
law in cases involving homicide.

—  Suspects —

Flick said Guyanese troops arrested
nine-suspects. The government, through
"a spokesman in New York, Jack Gel-
inas, tonfirmed one arrest. He named
| the suspect as Larry John Leyton and
said he was an American whose age
and hometown were not known.

The State Depariment said it had
unconfirmed “alarming indications”
ithat at least 200 of the outpost’s esti-
mated 1,100 American settlers commmnit-
“ted suicide after the attack.

Reston said one settler from the com-
-pound walked 30 miles to Mathews
fRidge, where the troops had stopped
ybecause of darkness Saturday night,

i

tand reportedly said at least 200 had kil-

ffled themselves before he left.
eslon said two American lawyers,
ar e and Charles gqaﬁ",ﬂwﬁo

e

| Tee————r

were on the trip as counsel for sect
founder Jim Jones, were unharmed and
in Jonestown.

Lane defended Marlin Luther King's
convicted assassin James Earl Ray.

Krause said the lawyers did not
return to the airstrip with the others.

Examiner Publisher Reg Murphy
Sunday praised the slain photographer
as one “who represented the very best
in American photojournalism.”

Wounded

The U.S. Embassy identified the |

seriously injured as Jackie Speier, '

Ryan's administrative assistant; Steve

- Sung, 3, of Pasadena, Calif, who is a

sound man for NBC, and Anthony Kat-
saris, Carolyn Boyd and Beverly Oliver.
The embassy identified the last three
as relatives of sect members and said
they had been with the Ryan party.

. relatives of sect mmembers
went from the United States 1o Guyana
with Ryan, but only four had been per-
mitted to visit Jonestown.

- A Jonestown resident, Ben Gozney,
described as in his early 20s, was
among those wounded. He was shot in
the abdomen.

i Wounded less seriously were Richard
.ijKer, deputy chief of the U.S. Embas-
sy here; Javers, 32, and Tim Reiter-
jnan, 31, & reporter for the Examiner,
the embassy said. ‘
The Washington Post said Krause
[FECEIVEd a slight hip wound. *——

_Murder-suicide

K Guyana police spokesmah-sait-h

,unidentified member of the sect and
1her three children were found dead
Saturday night at a People’s Tempie
‘complex in a suburb of Georgetown,
- apf’mnﬂi'i: triple murder-suicide.

| "In San Francisco, a People’s Temple
" spokesman who identified himself as
Archie James said sect members did
not commit the Jonestown killings and
denied the suicide reports.

A White House statement said Presi-
dent Carter was saddened by Ryan’s
death. “It was this drive 1o gel his
information at first-hand that led to his

. " o T
t_.ra%c death,” the statement said in




— Suicide

The State Department said members
of the People’s Temple, which claims
abeut 20,000 followers in Califorma, had
previously mentioned the possibility of
suiclde if they fell the sect was
threatened. The FBI in California was -
alerted, the depariment said.

A Guyanese military plane brought
the wounded back to Georgetoyn,
where a U.S. Air Force C-141 transport
plane picked them up. The plane made
A stop at Roosevelt Roads Naval Base
in Puerto Rico and then left for
Andrews Air Force Base, outside
Washington.

A Navy spokesman In Puerto Rico
said three of the wounded were taken
off at the Navy base along with the hus-
band of one of the three who had suffer-
ed a stroke. |

The wounded, taken to 2 Navy hospi-
tal, were identified as Mrs. Oliver of
San Francisco, wounded in both feet;
Katsaris, 23, of Potter Valley, Calif,
chest wound, and Ben Gozey of Jones-
town, wounded in the abdemen. :

The Navy spokesman said Mrs. Oliv.
er's husband, Howard, suffered a stroke
in Georgetown and was flown out with
the others and hospitalized at the Puer-
to Rican base. The Olivers reporiedly .
were among the relatives who went to
Guyana with Ryan to iry and get thelr
two sons, William, 18, and Bruce, 20, to
return _home. The brothers refused to-
1€ave Jonestown, survivors salt——"_..
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%16 Liitists Foun et
Legal Coun.
Police Discover 138 Men, 163 Women, :';“:g:‘?- —
62 Children Dead by Murder or Suicide‘ Ihs __

BY LEONARD GREENW(QOD

Tim#s STaH Writer

GEORCETOWN, Guyvana-=The
todies of the Rev. Jim Jones and
rearty 43 of his fcllowers were
found by Guvenan officials Monday
after a weekend of horror and killing
ai @an American religious commune in
the jungles of this South American
nation.

Communs members had shot and
killed Ren. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif)
and four cther A.’nericans at a jungle
airsirip Sziurday. The bodies were
Teported o ke v ‘clzrs of a mass sui-
cige pacl. though some had evidently
been murdared.

The Guvana &
tich announced Monday night that
trocps ané police flown into the re-
moie se:tlarrort hiad found 383 bodies
20 far—13% men, 163 women and 82
children.

Guyanan officials said the victims
appear tc have died of poisoning in a
“mass suicide pect, bul some of them
had been shot with riffes and auto-
mayc weapons.

Cuyana army officers returning to
Gebrgeicwn Monday  night fold
nightinare taies of bodies plled in the «
sec't community center and the
stench of Geath under the tropical :
sun.

Officials said Jones, a former San
Francisco city official who began the
People's Temple Christian Commune
four years ago. had been shot and
near him were the bodies of his wife
and ¢ne of his children, who had ap-
parenily been poisoned.

Bet U8, stiorney Mark Lane, one
of the fow sumvivors of 1the mass kill-
irg to reach this capital =0 far, told
the Los Anreles Times in an inter-
view Llondev r:ghl, "There was no
Thass suicld 1' V.28 Tmass murder,
nlenned o l:\oi_ Iike mass suicide.”

sinistry of Informa- .

Lane, who agreed to represcnt the
communily only a few weeks ago in
the face of growing criticism in the
United States from relalives of people
who lived there, said poison was
taken into the community center hall
Saturday night. Then the sect mem-
bers, surrounded by armed men, some
of whom had modern automatic
weapons, were persuaded or ordered
to take the poison.

“They lined up women, even little
children, to take poison. It was crazy.

‘This was not suicide, it was poison or
a bullet.”
Events at the cornmune last Satur-
day are still confused, and there are
very few known survivors. Those
who have reached Georaetown have
been put under protective cugtody by
the Guyana authorities, said Lane,
Still unaccounted for are about 400
whn were living in the community.
They are believed 10 have fled into
the sm‘roundm jangle.
But Lane hirnseh’, who went to the
commine last week with Ryan and a

-L.) of U.S. Jourr.ahsts lawyers and
,u;:no-nak zave one of the most
£oherent accounts. STk
«.-He s2id there was intense bitter-
piess in L e commune, especially on
the part ¢f Jones and the small cligue
E::..' ch ran the commune, about criti-

%, they had been receiving in the
Umied States
e said Lhat there was strong op-

pesiiion t¢ Byan's visit and that Ryan

had besn oid hot 1o bring any journa-
Lists, especially not to bring television
crews :

Robert Browr, end Don Harris, two
memiers of an NBC television team
wha accompanied Ryan to the com-

Irr.u:':e weie with Ryan among the
“hirsl smell group 10 die. Also among
the ’"'=' vicums were Greg Robmso'm

grapher with the San Franc:s-
miner, and Patricia Perk, &
remoer of iRe cemmunity.

Public Atts. OH,

Telephone Rm.

Directar's Sec'y

" Al 2 mesung Saturday afternoon,
said La2he, 2 man fgrabbed Ryan
aropnd the throat from benind and
pus‘ned a knife to his chest, shouting,
'&ou son of a bncn Im geing-to kill
you.'
pul sceveral Deople f‘rabbed the
.an and prevented the Kliing. Lane
and a U.S. ciplomat accompanying
the group persuaded Eyan o leave
the commune (o eas2 the tension.
Fren. members of his delegation
and severai disgruniled members of
the sect who had asked 1o jeave the

The Washington Post
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Daily News (New York}
The New York Times
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compnune with Fyan were ambushed
8. a remote jungie airstrip at Pom
Kzipma Ryan &nd four others were
[Y

News ¢f the vislence shocked the
commune and a meeung was called to
decice what showd be done ahoutit.

"1 1o0ld Jones he must cgll in the pa-
lice,” but nothing was done about it,
Lzne said. "During our conversation ]

radually began Lo see that Jenes had -

pianned the knife attack on the con-
gressman Lhal afternoon.

“He talked of a mass suicide pact
andltold him *Youcan'tdothat'” -

Lane said he 2a¢ another American
lawver, Charies Garry, of San Fran-
c:sco, were 1zken by a group of men
Seivrdey mght to & building called
tne Easi House, ciose 10 the big com-
mUnitY center. ..

"] 1h:nk we were tzken there
that we could not interfere in the
proceedings,” Lane said.

From there they could hear Jones
addressing members of the sect over
the public address system.

Jones, Lane said told the sect
members, “There 18 dignity in dezth.”
Then there was a debate about spi-
cide, bui from where he and Garry
were held it seemed that Jones was

not emdous thaf there should be a de- -

bzle. Al ome noint he told the people,
“Let us not argue amongst ourseives
about this,”

Lane said that after some healed
gebate he saw 10 1o 15 men lezve the

community hall and run to a nearby
building. Thev came out of 1t with fi-
fles and aulwmatic weapons and ran
back Lo the commusiity center.

In his interview with The Times
and with wire services, Lane said he
had heard medical personnel were
prevaring poison In a large vat some-
where in the camp.

One of their two guards told them,

“"We are 2ll going to die now,” Lane

said. “They were smiling. They
looked genuinely happy.” he said

‘He and Garry persuaded the guards
10 release them and they fled into the
jungle. As they did, they heard Jones
cnanting over the loudspeaker
“Mother! Mother! Mother! Mother!
and suddenly gunfire erupted

Through the night znd inte Satur-
day morzing, as they hid in the bush,

_they periodically heard the sound of

people running through the jungle,
some screaming. The two men even-
wally made their way to the fatal air-

_ strip at Port Kaituma

Guyanese Information Minister

Shirley Field-Ridley told reporters
that most of the bodies found Sunday -

>ty a company of troops who raided

{he camp showed no signs of violence,
though some had gunshot wounds,

A witness who fled the camp told
suthorities "pcison was being admin-
istered to them, that they were lining
up for it." This witness reportedly
sajd the poison was prepared in & twb
of some kind.

"] really can't find the words . . .
We're 2ll in a state of shock,” the of-
ficial sa1d, visibly shaken

Ehe said a group of pecple ac-

- guainted wilth camp members—ap-

porenty relatives—were fiving o the

s2cne 1o hoin the army and pebee ;r |

;.'fw o oand ddbeult sk of (denu-
. [P |

Lonying repyris Lhal as manv es
nine gaspecis had been arrested in
connection with the Ryan ambush,
Miss Field-Ridley said only one man
had been Lzker inlo custody—~Ameri-
can Larry Laytorn. about 32 years old.
His hometown was not known, and
ik_:e did not reveal the charges against

Reporter Tum Reiterman of the San
Francisco Examiner, ¢ member of the
Ryan group and & survivor of the am-
bush, said in & <opyrighled story
Monday in the Examiner that Layion
war one of the severza) supposed de-
fectors Ryan was trving to escort
eway from the commune.

Reiterman and other survivors said
they spiit up to take off in two small
planes at the Porl Raitume airstrip,
eight miles south of Jonestown, but
were suddenly fired upon by about a
hzli-dozen or more temple members
who rode up in a 1ruck and a trailer
towed by a tractor. Whea the blaze ol
guriive finally ended, Reiierman
wrole, he was told by those 1n the
other plane that Levion had pulied
out a pisiol and fired at them.

Those killed in the ambush were
the 53-vear-old Ryan. who repre-
sented San Mateo County; NBC Cor-
respondemt Don Harris, 42, ané WBC
cameramian Robert Brown, 36, both
Los Angeles residenmis, and a woman
czrap member who wes trving tc
leave. She was identified by Guava-
nese oificials as Patricia Parks, 18,
but some U.S. officials szid her name
was Pecker and her hometown was
not known. '
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Leader
Believed

Poisoned

{Related Stories, Photos on Page 3A.)

By NIGEL CUMBERBATCH

GEORGETOWN, Guyana (UPY)
— A Guyana government official
said today the band of American
religious [anatics who massacred a
California congressmen and four
members of his party had begun a
wave of mass suicide and murder
that left 400 persons dead gnd 600
missing. '

Guyana Minister of Information
Shirley Field-Ridley, who at first re-
ported the mass suicide, said Guya-
nese troops today captured the head-
quarters of the Peoples Temple in
the_jungle city of Jonestown and
found that some of the \Ins
apparently were murdered.

Unconfirmed reporis reaching the
United States Monday said Jim
Jones, leader of the religious band,
had died from poisoning in the mass
suicide.

Mrs. Field-Ridley told a8 news
conference that some of the victims
“showed sings of violence, including
presumed gunshot wounds, whic.h
were not consistent with suicide.”

She said some of the victims showed |

no signs of violence and were pre-
sumed to have been poison victims.

Jones, 46, variously called him-

self the “prophet of God” and *“fa-
ther” and preached a flamboyant
mixture of old-time faith healing,
racial intergration and sociafism.
Mrs. Field-Ridley said, “some of
the bodies were found in homes,

.Venezuelan border or If they were |
 dead.

jungle airport killed Rep.

some were found in clearings in the '

forests, but no live persons were
found...The troops are searching for
them. We estimate some 600
0115 nay be missing.”

It was not immediately known if cans when Ryan was leaving with
they had fled into the jungle sur- members of the sect after nvesa-

rounding the Peoples Temple 150 gating reports that many Americans

miles west of Georgetown near the were being held against their will.

‘ Killed with him were NBC televi-

“slon reporter Don Harrys, 42, NBC
The bizarre case blazed into vio- cameraman Robert Brown, 36, both

lence at 4:20 p.m. Saturday whep an of Los Angeles. San Francisco

ambush by members of the sect at a
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MAP SHOWS the South American country of Guyana and Port
Kaituma, the location of the jungle airstrip where a U.S. congress-
man and four members of his party were murdered by fanatic atic reli-
glous cultlsts of the People’s Temple.



{Continued from Page 1.)

Examiner photographer Gregory
Robinson, 27, and Patricia Park, 18,
an American settler.

Mrs. Field-Ridley said troops had
been unable to locate Jones, a for-
mer San Francisco Housing Author-
ity director but refugees said he had
forced his followers — known as “a
bunch of crazies” — to make 2 sui-
cide pact with him and predicted afl
1,200 members of the sect would
die.

Mrs. Kathy Hunter, a free-lance
writer from Ukiah, Calif., who is
familiar with the Peoples Temple
sect, said a Guyanese parliamert
member had told her in a telephone
conversation that Jones had commit-
ted suicide — a fate many cultists
had predicted for the bizarre figure.

Mrs. Field-Ridley said U.S. law-
wers Mark Lane and Charles Garry
were in Georgetown and not in
custody. They had been at the settle-
ment when the shooting incident
occuited. She said she did not know
where they were staying.

Wanﬂ Garry accompanied

Ryan on the investi%ative trip as
attorneys for the religious leader.
Lane wrote Ryan an unfriendiy let-
ter Nov. 6 threatening *dire conse-
quences” if the American govern-
ment continued to harass the
Peoples Temple, Ryan’s administra-
tive assistant Joe Holsinger said in
Washington.

A short time before the massacre
on the airstrip, Ryan had escaped a
knife attack by a young cultist in
the Jonestown compound. The con-
gressman, whose shirt was drenched
with his assailant’s blood, credited
Lane with saving his life at that
time, but he lived only a few
minutes longer.

Mrs. Field-Ridley said one sus-
pect, Larty Layton, 32, an American
member of the sect, had been arrest-
ed but no charges had yet been filed.
Police reported nine other suspects
had been arrested in connection
with the murder of the California
congressman.

The minister also confirmed that
a mother and her three children,
members of the sect, were found
with their Tiroats cut in George-

town in a presumed murder-sujcide.
The sect maintained an office in
Georgetown, the capital.

“Nothing indicates the suicides at
Jonestown were ritual,” she said.

She said action to be taken by
Guanayense goverment “would de-
pend upon the decision of our lead-
er,” Prime Minster Forbes Burnham.

Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Ptole-
my Reid flew by helicopter to the
site today to head the search and
identification efforts.

State Department officials in
Washington said a plane is expected
to bring the bodies of Ryan and
other victims of the airport mas-
sacre to the United States this after-
noon and that Guyana officials had
completed autopsies as required by
Guyanese law.

Department spokesman Mary
Ann Bader said the United States
was dispatching a four-man com-
munications team and consular offi-
cers to Jonestown this aftermoon.
She said it woild be a long process
gince the area around the temple is
remote and inaccessible and the
difficulties are increased by the cur-
rent rainy season.

The State Department in Wash-
jngton also confirmed reports of the
mass suicide.

“We have received from our
embassy in Guyana preliminary re-
ports from the local police on the
scene that it appears as if as many
as 400 members of the Jonestown
Peoples Temple may be dead,” it



Therp was no indication of the
ind of poison used. Mass suicid

this magnitude would fit in with the
cult’'s belief of resurrection from the
dead.

After Ryan and his group exam-
ined the camp and were preparing
to board planes Saturday at Port

Kaituma, sevep miles from Jones-

Thnatanad Se s ol ernalUs LEAnn SUnLeT

town, memhers of the cult opened!

fire with shotguns and then exe-

cuted their victims with shoigun'
blasts to the heads at point blank:

range.

Survivors crawled into the jungle
and hid for the night until Guyanese
troops arrived Sunday morning.

At least 10 members of the am-
bushed
presumably hiding in the jungle.

riy still were missing,

President Carter hailed Ryan for
his attempts to investigate the Pea-
ple's Temple and the ¥BI said in San
Francisco it had assigned agents to
determine whether there had been a
conspiracy or violation of U.S, stat-
utes.

Survivors of the massacre were
evacuated to Georgetown and from
there to Puerto Rico where the most
seriously injured were hospitalized.
Five survivors, including Jacqueline
Speier, & legislative aide to Ryan,
were flown to Andrews Air Force
base near Washington Sunday.

“] saw one of the attackers stick
a shotgun right into Brown's face —
inches away, if that,” San Francisco

. Chronicle reporter Ron Javers said

in B copyright article. “Bob’s brain
was blown out of his head. 1t -

The 53-year-old Ryan was found
i a blue cord suit lying in™tire-tmid
in front of the right week of the alr-
craft, has face shot off, Javers said.

Ryan’s party had agreed Lo take
a small group of 20 disciples back to
the United States and was boarding
the plane with them with the shoot-
ing broke out. Some of the apparent
defectors whipped omt weapons, and
a truck rolled up at the last minute
with men in the back resting shot-
guns on the side of the tractor-trail-
er.

Survivors said the gunmen cir-
cled the alrplane in their vehicle,
firing contlnuousty and then dis-
m?;.g‘ted to administer the death

tored the blue NBC minicam.
"
——
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THE BODIES of Rep. Leo Ryan and members of
his party killed by members of the Jonestown
Peoples Temple are shown in this photo by the

rancisco Examiner lying beside the plane tives against their will.

that was to carry them back to California. Ryan
was in Guyana Investigating the cult, which some
of his constituents charged was hoiding thelr reja-
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‘JiGuydna Cops'
- Make Some
Arrests

-

By Keith Pouer

Chronicle Correspondent

Georglown,
Guyana

A stream of air traffic and
search patrols broke Jonestown's
jungle isolation yesterday, but
hours of intense searching failed
once more to solve the mystery of
what happened to 400 or more
members of People’s Temple wh0?
hijve been missing since Saturday’s
miss suicide and killings. ’

There was limited action. A

Severa) followers of Jim Jones
were arrested, including Michael
Prokes, 31, the former San Francis
co evangelist's longtime spokes
man, who was discovered near the
Rort Kaituma airstrip.

M2k

L Prokes, a former televisior)
blureau chief in Stockton and then
Jones' press spokesmaxn when the

People’'s Temple operations were'

centered in San Francisco, was .

carrying an automatic pistol when’
he ulfmz*eti by Guyanesé poilte
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He reportedly was carrying-a
greal dedi OF mcney with him as
well. The police would not give a
prijcise amount but there were
rejlorts the figure mxghl approach
m‘Pooo

Tim Carter, 30, formerly of
Garden City, ldaho, who had stayed
al the People’s Temple residence in
Georgetown, was also arrested.,

~

The charges against the two
men and the others ordered into
custody by Police Commissioner
Lloyd Barker are to be disclosed
today.

Earlier, police had seized Larryl,

Layton, who had posed as a fugitive
from Jones and who is said to have
fired the first shots in the airstrip
murders of Congressman Leo J.

Ryan and four others. .

During the day, small numbers
of stragglers — not more than three
dozen and probably fewer —
emerged from the almost impassa
ble rain forest around the 27,000-
acle farming settlement where Jim
Johes and his followers had pro-
cldimed a socialist commune.

Some of the survivors were
flown to Georgetown, where they
were hospitalized. By late yesterday
the hospital had about 30 patients
from Jonestown — all of them
exhausted, frightened and in shock.

. There was no information
i about the injuries or the condition

.of the patients.

Like many public institutions
v Georgetown these last few days,
the hospital maintained a strict
‘gtard — wary of the poss:b:hty
that some outsiders posing as
friends might turn out to be bent
On revenge against tbe defectors
who had fled from Jones' tightly
disciplined and isolated sect rather
than submit to the cult leadet’s
{inal exhortation to suicide. -

A tight guard was also ﬂaced

ground a building here whete’ menisuavehng baqkotbalisqum.‘r

Stephan JInngg, 19-year-old son

the People’s Temple leader, mgf v

"with the press and denounced his
fathef.« _  x

There were armed guards at all -
the hotels where foreigners were
staying, at public buildings
throughout this tropical capital and
at Temehri International Airport.

The problem was that no one -
knew when a potential killer might '
appear — or where.

Dozens of suspects, men who
had carried guns and wielded clubs,
were believed 1o be among the 400

or so who are still unaccounted for
after the dead at Jonestown were

numbered.

“Where are they? That's the
%64,000 gquestion,” said John Adams,
a U.S. Foreign Service officer who
had served in France and Israd! and
.who was flown here to provide
expert help for the beleaguered
local embassy staff.

“It's inconceivable that any
people wou]d get very far in this
terrain.”

During a visit by he!icopler 10,
Jonestown, Adams examined the,
hoard of American passports that

Jones kept at the settlement and

sajd he thought the estimate of 800,/ y

given earlier by the Guayanese
army, was probably low.

He did not have time to count;

the documents, but he said lherej
might have been 900 or more

1 passports in the pile.

Obviously not all of the pass-
_ports represented people who were
“still alive at the time that Ryan,
concerned relatives and the press
paid their twoday visit to the
jungle commune.

/
Some of the residents may
have have died in the months -
hefore Ryan's mission.

About 30 of the dm'urnenls'
were held for the 30 or so People’y
Temple. members stationed -4
Georgetown, and a few mare. were
the passports of the cull setle-l

!

..n AEIE
.

! unacrounted for — at a time when

} stories were fresh in~everymme’s
mind about the plans of People’s
Temple militants to wreak horr;ple
revenge if disaster from outsi
struck the community,

Sherwin Harris, ex-husband of
Sharon Amos, who was found dead
with her three children at the

. Georgetown People’s Temple on
4 Saturday — an apparent muraer-
suicide — was terrified and dis-
traught.

One of the dead children in the
Georgetown house was his daugh-

. ter, Liane.

Harris, 3 big, bearded man who
was carrying lists of people in the
Jones cult he considers dangerous,

"marched into the US, embassy here

yesterday and demanded FEBI pro-
tection for people in the United
States who might be targeted by
Lerror sguads.

“] wan! to make it a mathemitt-
fcal certainty that it (the slaughter)
ends here,” Harris said.

“‘ The details of the plans for
keeping the sect alive were already
known.

Chronicle reporter Ron Javers
d 0thers who survived Tast satur-
day’s feThal Ed!ﬁ AL 1

e Port Kaltll

" "aS
that after most members of the sect
ad Comnmi SWCIAC a of

armed survivors. SRy - Junes
himself _would sieal back lpp the

’ .l‘i" s ﬂ.“ .
United smes‘ and k'nr théir
s -
 The plan was weﬂ ho"iwn“w all
members of the cult, and aithough
- Jones was identified by Guyamese
authorities as dead from a shot in

{lhe right temple during the mass

gicide at the camp, there was no
assurance that the movement —
the ¥illings — would stop as

e Wk

The scene at the death camp
grew worse by the bour vesterday.

[ — ‘;’
That still left far too’ thany™ “We felt that local byrial wou

be the most sanitary and humane



 ——

ugg_ofjgalhg with the problem.”
Atlams said after walkiitgamuhg
tiue decaying bodies.

“The magnitude of the death
- the dimension of the problem —
iw 50 great.”

Even In the helicopter somI
distance above the central oper,t
sided, tin-roofed meeting hall, the
stench was frightful, Adams said.

Omn the ground. it was awful.

A plan to bury the dead then
arfd there was quashed. however,
b} the Guyana government, which
said it wanled the bodies removed
and taken from the counfry>—"

About 200 American troops,
including 29 identification Specigl-
Ists, are expected to arrive {jt
Jm::slown today to undertake
task.

Four large transport planes,

big enough to carry helicopters,
trucks, portable generating plants
and other equipment, wil brifig
forces into Timehri International
Airport, outside Georgetown.

From there the troops apd
their equipment — including haly
bags to carry the dead home to fae
United States for burial — wiil jbe
transported by small planes ahd
helivoptes4¢ JOnestown v

— ey

S % 2 M

AP B rephoro
R ———]

Michael Prokes (center) and another American, Tim Carter, in custody of the Guyana police



. P Telephoto

Instruments of death: A pile of hypedermic ‘_s‘v__riggg; and paper cups of cyanide-laced saft. drinks
R ‘ at Jonestown
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{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Jtyana Jungle
Searched for
Cult durvivors

i
. Guyana—Nearly] The area is sparsely popuja%kﬂie
200 police and soldiers searched with- hityotiwr inhabitants being Warou
out success Tuesday for hundreds ofhnd Carib Indians who still live in

‘survivors of the Jonestown horror inkribal villages.

jungles and swamps where expertsf A surveyor who has worked in the
Bay it is easy for people to get lost andprea said in an interview that the riv-
die of hunger. rs contain the alligator-like cajman
As many as 500 men, women andgnd piranhas, a fearsome, flesh-eating
children were believed to have fledpish.
from the ghastly scene of last Satur-§ “For someone who knows the jun-
day night when the Rev. Jim Joneskle it is easy to survive,” he said.
leader of the Peoples Temple reli-
ious community, led more than 400
ellow Americans into an orgy of kill-
ing and suicide with Kool-Aid laced
with cyanide.
A police spokesman in Georgetown
id Tuesday night that because of
tly communijcations with the re-
ote jungle settlement little informa- §i
ion was available on how many oth-
rs—dead or alive—had been found,
though it was helieved the number
as small.

He said two men who had been
found were being brought to George-
town and will be charged today. They
were identified only as Mike Prokes
and Tim Carter. Charges were not| Roberts said he planned 1o send
announced, but it was presumed they helicopters out over the surrounding
were being questioned in connectionforest this morning with loudspeakers
with the airstrip massacre in whichtelling people it was safe for them to
Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif.) and four come out of hiding.
others were killed and 10 others were Ryan led a fact-finding mission to
wounded Saturday. Jonestown to investigate charges by
Another sect member, Larry Lay-his constituents of brutality and vir-
ton, about 32, was arrested Sunday astual- imprisonment of disenchanted
a prime suspect in the airport mur-icultists. They were trying to escort
ders. members from the settlement when
Guyana's assistant crime commis-|they were attacked at & remote air-
sioner, Cecil {Skip) Roberts, who is in{strip at Port Kaituma Saturday.
charge of the search and the investi-{ ERyan, who represented San Mateo
gation into the mass killing at Jones-(County; NBC correspondent Don
town, told reporters who visited theHarris, 42, of Los Angeles; NBC
setement Tuesday morning thaticameraman Robert Brown, 36, also of
most of the missing people werdLos Angeles; photographer Gregory
probably wandering around in circles Robinson, 27, of the £an Francisco
in the jungle within three miles of the Examiner, and a female member of
nel'.rt%:mem, fled thick tro the cult, stil! not ofﬁci:;lhy bidei;ltiﬂed.
e survivors fled into a thic - ¥gm killed in the amb y es
ical jungle where the rainy season Temple members. ,___SQP}
;as just begun. Jones' son Stephan
gm ix_pumber at approximately

“But for those who are not used to
, it is very easy to get lost, run out of
and die. How these people fare
ill depend on how much they
arned about jungle survival in the
e they have been at Jonestown
. . If they panic, they can go round
d round in circles and never get
ut,”

The missing cultists are generally
lieved to have fled the settlement
terror when the suicides began.
me here think they still may be
ursued by commune members bent
n taking their lives.
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¢ After the news of theilence The bodies of Jones, .hi
péaehir The Jonestown settlement, MarcéliRE and other sect members
survivors reported, Jones called the were still lying Tuesday night where
members to the camp’s center andthey had fallen three nights earlier
told them the time had come to com- after taking the poison or being shot.
mit the mass suicide they had re~ Members of an NBC television
hearsed several times before, crew that flew into the commune said
A camp survivor, Odell Rhodes,the scene was eerie. Everything was
said armed men were stationed in aexactly as it had been when the peo-
ring around the assembled congrega-ple died.
tion at Jonestown Saturday evening “Everything was dead, excepl one
as the 46-year-old Jones declared.dog which ran around in the settle-
*“The time has come for us to meet inment,” one member of the crew said.
another place!” “Before they died, they had killed al!
The camp doctor and two nursesh'le'f animals, their livestock, their
had prepared the jethal potion in allogs, even Mr. Muggs, their pet
tub and began handing out a dose to ('J'nke_y.
each resident, Rhodes said. Police and troops would not let

A US. official late Tuesday said thef2one, 10uch anything while the in-
Guyanese government had asked the) Ongthe thjd“}dg of Iyin i'n i
United States to remove all of Lhei'op'cal th ay ot lying In the
victims’ bodies from Guyana kopical sun the piles of bodies of
* State D Lo '.&! Soh fen, women and children were still
‘ e Department offici ohn -out around the sgttlepent's
Bushnell said in Washington _,abouttmmmmy center badly bloated. .
half the bodies at the camp had been

tentatively identified, but names were
not released. ,

_Sixteen Air Force C-141 jet trans-
ports loaded with medical and sanita-
tion gear were dispatched from Fort
Bragg, N.C., and arrived in George-
town late Tuesday.

Mark Lane, an attorney who repre-
sented the Peoples Temple and barely
escaped the slaughter, said in
Georgetown that the membership
consisted mostly of working-class
blacks—men, women and children.
He said there were some middle-class
and upper middle-class whites among
the members and in the administra-
tive staff.

- Transport planes arrived in
Georgetown Tuesday carrying the
first helicopters that will fly the
bodies 1o a landing strip about 50
miles from Jonestown, where bigger
transport planes will pick them up,

The U.S. announcement said mili-
tary transports would carry the
bodies home, but it was not yet
known when or where they would
arrive in the United States.

There are already many U.S. mili-
tary personnel in Guyana helping
with the arrangements. Some esti-
matles put the number at more than
200 but there is no official figure.
Some are in Jonestown helping to
idéntily-bedies. A
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Guyana Troops Hunt
Without Success for
- 500 Adults, Children

BY LEONARD GREENWOOD

Titnwt StaH Wrer

GEQORGETOWN, Guyana—Nearly
200 pslice and soldiers searched with-
out success Tuesday for hundreds of
survivors of the Jonestown horror in
jungles and swamps where experts
say it is easy for people to get lost and
die of hunger.

As many as 500 men, women and
chiidren were believed to have fled
from the ghastly scene of last Satur-
day night when the Rev. Jim Jones,
leacer of the Peaples Temple reli-
gious community, led more than 400
felow Americans into an orgy of kill-
ng ang sweide with Kool-Aid laced
with cvanide.

4 pilice spokesman in Georgetown

©saig Tuesday night that because of

spotty communications with the re-
moie jungle settlement little informa-
ticn was available on how many oth-
ers—dead or alive—had been found,
aithough it was believed the number
was small.

He said two men who had been
found were being brought to George-
town and will be charged today. They
were identified only as Mike Prokes
and Tim Carter. Charges were not
announced, but it was presumed they
were being questiohed in connection
with the airstrip massacre, in which
Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif.) and four
others were killed and 10 others were
wounded.

Amnother sect member, Larry Lay-
ton. about 32, was arrested Sunday as
a p-me suspec: in the airport mur-
ders.

Guvena's assisiani crirme commis-
sizrer, Cecil (Skip) Roberts. whoisin
ti.emse of the search and the investi-
£elnn it the mass killing at Jones-
12w, 1oid reperiers who visited the
setiiement Tuesdey moming that

v wendemng 2round in eireles

AR i
Svinement.

the mussing people were |

mgie wittan three miles of the |

The survivors fled into a thick . -
pical jungle where the rainy season
has just begun. Jones’ son Stephan
;5)86. their number at approximately

The area is sparsely populated, the

only’ other inhabitants being Warou
and Carib Indians wbo still Live in
tribal villages.

A surveyor who has worked in the
area said in an interview that the riv-
ers contain the alligator-like cajman
?nd piranhas, a fearsome, flesh-eating

ish.

“For someone who knows the jun-
gle it is easy to survive,” he said.
“There are berries, roots and with
more than 100 inches of rain a year,
there is plenty of water .

“But for those who are not used to
i, 1t 15 very easy to get lost, run out of
food and die. How these people fare
will depend on how much they
learned about jungle survival in the
time they have been at Jonestown

. . If they panic, they ¢an go round
and round in circles and never get
out.”

The missing cultisls are generally
believed to have fled the settlement
in terror when the suicides began.
Some here think they still may be
pursued by commune members bent
on taking their lives.

Roberts said he planned to send
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gie Searched for 500

‘v"“iuo Survived Cult Horror!

Contm_ued from First Page
belicoplers out over the surrounding
forest thic morning with loud speak-
ers Lelling people it was safe for them
to come out of hidin
1 Ryan led a fact- F inding mission to
Joneswwn to investigate chaiges by
ks constituents of brutality and vir-
tal imprisonment of disenchanted

cuitists. They were {rying to escort
r.embers frem the selllement when
trey were attacked at a remote air-
£:7in at Port Kaituma Saturday.

Ryan, who represented San Mateo
Counly; NBC correspondent Don
Harris, 42, of Los Angeles; NBC

.cameraman Rooert Brown, 38, also of

Los Angeles; photographer Gregory
Tiobinson, 27, of the San Francisco
Evaminer, end a female member of
ithe cult, still not officially identified,
iwere Killed in the ambush by Peoples
.Temple members.
© After the news of the violence
rezched the Jonestown settiement,
.survivers reported, Jones called the
r"amoers of the camp's center and
cld them the time had come to com-
mit the mass suicide they had re-
.hearsed several times before.
: A camp surviver, Odell Rhodes,
.said armed men stationed in a ring
around the assembled congregation at
.Ianestown Saturday evening as the
‘4G-year-old Jones declared, “The
:time has come for us Lo meet in an-
other place!”
1 "The camp doctor and two nurses
ked prepared the lethal potion in a
1ub and began handing out a dose to
.each resident, Rhodes said,

A US. official late Tuesday said the
Guyanese government had asked the
United States to remove all of the
'victims' bodies from Guyana.

L

State Department official John
Sushnell said in Washington about
el the badies at the camp had been
“entatively identified, but names were

-i0° released.
© Cixteen Air Force C-141 jet trans-
-o-ls foaded with medical and sanita-
=v gear were dispatched from Fort
Z=era, N.C., end arrived in George-
-ﬂwn late Tdesday
2rark Lane, an attorney who repre-
crnle:i the Peoples Temrle and barely
~¢ped the slaughter, said in
Georgetown  that the membership
cunnsied mestly of working class

blacks—men, women and children.
He said there were some middle-class
and upper middle-class whites among
the members and in the administra-
tive staff.

Transport planes arrived in
Georgetown Tuesday carrying the
first helicopters that will fly the
bodies to a landing strip about 50
miles {rom Jonestown where bigger
traneport panes vrould pick them up.

The 11.S. annecuncement said mili-
tary ftransports would carry the
bodies home, but it was not yet
known when or where they would
arrive in the United States.

There are already many U.S. mili-
tary personnel in Guyana helping
with the arrangements. Some esti-

VATICAN CRITICAL OF

CULT OVER DEATHS

ROME (B—The Vatican daily
newspaper L'Oszervatore Romano on
Monday called the Jonestown deaths
“a manifestation of a pseudo-mysti-
cism which betrays the cause of man
becauze it betrays the cause of
Christ.”

“Christianity is a religion of life, not
death,” the paper said, adding that

‘pretending to be ° new prophets” of

Christianity is like “pulting oneself
outside history and setting out on a
mad venture.”

mates put the number al more than
200 but there is no official figure.
Some are in Jonestown helping 1o
identify bodies.

The bodies of Jones, his wife
Marceline end other sect members

were still lying Tuesday night where’

they had fallen three nights earlier
after taking the poison or being shot.

Members of an NBC television

crew that {lew into the commune said
the scene was eerie. Everything was
exactiy as it had been when the peo-
ple died,

“Evervthing was dead, except one
dog which ran around in the seitle-
ment,” one membar of the crew said,
“Before thev died, they had killed al
their animals, their livestock, their
dogs, even Mr, Muggs, their pet
monkey.

"Pohce and traops would not let

anyone touch amthma while the in-

vestigation is going on.”
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GECRGETOYN, Guvana — Survivors
ol the Jonestown cult suicide, menaced
by flesh-eating pirapha fish and other
ceadly  perils of the jungle, eluded
sezrching  soidiers in the Guyvanese
wiiderness {or a third day Tuesday.

K Sorme U S. military assistance teams
>, arrved here during the day along with

telicepters 1o widen the search for the

up to ELO cultists cither lost or hiding in
one of ithe moest isolated areas in this
hemisphere. American officials said they
o expecied 12 hilicopters on the scene by

Wednesday.

de e

3.

Police Commissicner Liovd A. Barker
said the survivers who fled into the bush
may have made it lo friendly Indian vil-
lages.

At the site ¢f the mass suicide, the

corpses of 4u3 mcmbers of the American

. religious sect lay decompesing in the

- eguatcnial sun. US. military officials

" were plarning to airlift the bodies to the
Urited States.

A Stzte Dezartment spokesman in
Westinzton said Guyana asked that the
U3 govermment remove all the bodies,
despiie foeir stzie of decomposition. He
had said ezrlier some of the bodies
might be buried at the jungle setilement.

“The bedies are starting to swell and
somie seem ready to burst” said U.S.
Embessy official Peter Londoner,

UT Army grave registration experts
were collihorating in the grim identi-
freztian task, helped by a handhu) of sur-
viving Tembers of the cult.

Aroerizans ouched off the mass deaths,
wrs fivn Lok to San Francisco.

Search

Estimates of the number of sect mem-
bers who fled the Jonestown camp Satur-
day during the ritual of self-destruciion
by peison ranged from 200 to more than
775. Stephan Jones, son of the Peoples
Temple [ounder, the Rev. Jim Jones,
estimated some 509 had gone into the
inkospitable rain forest. o

. nineteen-year-old Stepban
Jounes on Tuesday denounced
kis father as ill, pararoid and
€rugged when he ordered the
mass suicide. The California-
based cult "is finished,” the
younger Jones said.

At a police-conducted nevws
conjerence, Jones said kLis fa-
ther was sick and his action
had destroved the cult.

“1 hated him. He became a
Fascist .. He desitoved
everything we lived and
‘worxed for,” Jones said. “He
was not well. He was pa-
ranoiac and he had been tak-
ing drugs — I don’t know
what king — quite 2 bit
lately, He was not as sensible
as he vsed to be.”

The younger Jones, Who
had left the camp three
weeks ago on a trip with its
basketball team, said the
survivors could pever return
to Jonestown, a four-year-oid
agricultural commune cut out
of virginal forest. Some 45
-eult  members were in
Georgelown when the Jenes-
town setflers killed them-
selves,

-Stephan  Jones said bis
greatest concern now was for
the well-being of those who
fied inte the jungle, appar-
ently unwilling to destroy
thermselves aleng with ther
suicidal master.
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Commussioner Barker,
whose nzticnal police are con-
ducting the sezrch along with
Guyanese soldiers, said there
are trails linking Jonestown
to smalt Indiar villages and
also crossiag into Venezuela,
about 15 miles to the north.

"Seme Indizos had traded with

the U.S. settlers and received .
medical treatment at the
cammp, he said, and he feit any
survivors seeking refuge with

the Indians woutld be well
treated.

Defense Department offi-
cials in Wasfangion said
Guvana asked that US. heli-
copters be equipped with
loudspezkers to help contact
the survivors. They empha-
- sized no U.S. forces would be
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The Body Of Rep. Leo J. Ryan Is Carried From C-141 At San Francisco

ergaged in the search on the
ground.

Members of the Army
medizal stalf at Fort Benning
were airilfied Teesday from
Georgia to Guyana, an Army
spoikesman seid At Fort Bep-
ring, 42 members of the 498th
Medical Company were af-
fected by tha erders.

A spoiesman at the Penta-
gan said that U.S. military
personne] from Forl Benning,
Fort Bragg, N.C., McDill Air
Force Base, Fla, and Eglin
Air Foree Base, Fla., will ar-
rive in Guyana Tuesday night
and Wednesday morning.

Abaut 200 Guyanese troops
and policemen were reported
trying o find survivors in the
jungles  surrounding  the
Jonesiown czmp.

Jim Jones ordered the
mass suicide, a ritual he
code-named *White Knight”
and had rehearsed with his
foilowers, afier sect members
ambushed and killed Rep.
Rvan and four members of
Ryan's party that made an
investigaiive  visit to  the
camp.

Jones was one cf three per-
sons who died of pgunshot
wounds, apparently sell-in-
fiicted. About one—quarter of

the dead were children, some
babies whese mothers report-
edly fed them the brew of
Kool-ai¢ and cyanide,

US, officiais have said 14
surviors reappeared io Jores-
town and Guyanese auther-
ities say three sect members
have been arrested in conrec-
tion with the atlack on Ryan's
perty at the Port Kaituma
airstrip, eight miles south of
Jonestown.

Guyanese familiar with the
area questioned whether the
fugitives could long survive
without shelter and food in a
jungle filted with swamps and
criss<cressed by rivers inhab-
jte¢ by pirankas and electric
eels. The region is also home
to the poisonous bushmaster
snake and the pighi-roamiog
jaguar, as well as clouds of
malara-carTylng  mosquitoes,
ticks, and spiders.

To further complicate the
search, the rainy season has
just begun.

The Peoples Temple sect
consists mostly of Califor-
nians, beth black and white.
Fearful relatives have been
waiting outside the sect head-
quarters in 8an Francisco the
past two days for word of the
fate of loved ones who

traveled with Jones to this
former British colony on
South America's nportheast
shoulder.

The bizarre and bloody epi- |

sode has left questions gnaw-
ing even at cult members,

“We all bere and in the
Stztes are shocked,” Stephan
Janes told reporters. 1 can’t
believe that this was a volun-
tary suicide. There bad to be
the use of force, aithough
some of it was blind loyalty.”

A camp surviver, Odell
Rbodes, said armed men were
stationed in a ring around the
assembled congregation at
Jonestown Saturday eveaing
as the 46-vear-old Jones de-
clared, “The time has come
for us to meet in another
place!”

The camp doctor and.two
nurses had prepared the le-
thal potion in a meta) tub and
began banding cut doses to
each resident. Rhodes said.
After they drank the poison,
they went imo comvulsions,
their eyes rol'ed up, they had
dilficulty breathing and they
were gead in about five
minutes, according to Rhodes.

He said he fled before the
end of the mazabre scene and
did not see¢ Jozes die.
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anha fish and other deadly perils
of the jungle, eluded searching
soldiers in the nearly impenetra-
] ¢ ble Guyanese wilderness for a
F:‘:: third day yesterday.

Police Commissioner Lloyd A.
Barker estimated 200-300 survi-
,vors fled into the bush and said
some possibly made it o friendly
Indian villages. Other sources
place the number of survivors at
%C:lcarly 800.

At the site of the mass suicide,
— .\‘l;e corpses of 405 members of
+  the Amecrican religious sect lay

-
G maiinlie 4

e

heat. The toll had been plac
earlier at 409, but that was 1i}-
vised to 405 by both Guyane
investigators and the U.S. Emba
£y.

SIS U.S. military officials were

planning 1o airlift the bodies to
the United States.

in Washington said Guyana asked
that the U.S. government remove
all the bodies, despite their state

earlier some of the bodies might
be buricd at the jungle settement.

“The bodies are starting to
swell and some seem ready to
' burst,” said U.S. E;nbl‘))assyzgo n‘:_;aé
e Peter Londoner. ut .
el troopers, awaiting the arrival qf a
dozen helicopters, were standing
by in Georgetown for the evacula-
tion operation.

1} Estimates of the number ¥
sect members whp(. fled thq Jones-
town camp Saturday during the

Georgetown, Guyana—Survi-
vors of the Jonestown cult sui- i}
cide, menaced by flesh-cating pir-

decomposing in the equatorial :

A State Department spokesman |

of decomposition. He had said -

{Indicale page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

[

1 The Tribune

Oakland,Ca.

Date: 11-22-78
Edition: Sunrise

Title:
RYMURS

Cheracter:

or SPF 89-250
Classification: 89
Submitting Office: SF

FBi/DOJ



ritual of sc‘;‘lf-destrugggn by por
son ranged £ to more
than 775. Sﬁg}?ﬁ‘ Jones, son of‘
the Peoples Temple founder, theII
Rel. Jim Jones, estimated some;

5o had gone into the inhospita-)
ble“rain forest.

{:omrpissiongr Barker, whose
national policeare conducting the,
search along with Guyanese sol-
diers, said he believed the figures
for the Jonestown population and
survivors had been over-estimat-
ed. “We think the survivors

would be more like 200 to 300,”
he said. . ’
Barker told reporters in

Georgetown there are trails link-
ing Jonestown to small Indian vil-
lages and also crossing into Vene-
zuela, about 15 miles to the gorth.
Some Indians had traded with the
4).S. settlers and received medicatl

eatment at the camp, he said,
and he felt any survivors seeking
tpfuge with the Indians would be
well treated.

‘Search parties were sent to
some of the villages, he said, but
had not yet reported back. "'

‘Defense Department officials in
Washington said Guyana asked
that U.S. helicopters be equipped
with loudspeakers to help contact
the survivors. They emphasized
no US. forces would be engaged
in the search on the ground.

_ Jim Jones ordered the mass su-
!glde. a ritual he code-named

White Knight” and had re-
hearsed with his followers, after
scct members ambushed and
killed Rep. Leo J.Ryan of Califor-
nip and four members of Ryan's
party that made an investigative
mlt to the camp.

Jones was one gffl.hrcv persons

_’

. just starting.

who died of gunshad wounds, ap-
parently self-inflicted. About one-
3uaner of the dead were chil-

ren, some babies whose mothers
reportedly fed them the brew of
Kool Aid and cyanide.

U.S. officials have said 14 sur-
viors reappeared in Jonestown
nd Guyanese authorities say
hree sect members have been ar-
ested in connection with the at-
ack on Ryan's party at the Portl
Kaituma airstrip, eight miles’
south of Jonestown.

Barker said about 40 settlers
had been found both at Jones-
town and Port Kaituma, but he
gave no breakdown of the figures.

Guyanes¢ familiar with the
arca questioned whether the fugi-
tives could survive 1835 without
shelier and steady fi supplies
in a jungle filled with swamps
and criss-crossed by streams an
rivers inhabited by piranhas and
electric eels. The rainy season is

P
Barker said there were indifa-
hons some of the survivors wijre
orking in the junﬁle and whien
they returned to t
aw the bodies they
supglies and went
bush.

e camp and
Eathered food
ack into the

Jones is known to have instilled
a fervid will to survive among
some of his followers, telling
them their setilements could be-
come sanciuaries where they
would escape a ar holocaust

or other calamity. A fear that out-
siders we 1o destroy their
small socicty apparently trigger
the mass suicide.

About 200 Guyanese troops d‘\ d
police were trying to track da
the survivors, but officials sa
they were hampered by thick
brush. There is only one road in
the arca, and its golholed surface
turns to mud with rthe rains. Aeri-
al surveillance is nearly useless
because of the heavy tree cover.
According to American officials,
14 Jonestown survivors including
four children reappeared in the
arca after initially going into hid-
ing.

Guyanese authorities said yeste-

day they had arrested two sect
members found in the jungle near
Port Kaituma. They were identi-
fied only as Mike Prokes and Tim
Carter. Chdrges were not an-
pounced, but it was presumed
they were being questioned in
connection with the airsirip mas-
sacre, in which 10 persons also
were wounded.

Another sect member, Larry
Layton, about 32, was arrested
Sunda¥l as a prime suspect in the
ambush.

State Department official Jogn
Bushnell said in Washingto?
about half the bodics at the camp
had been tentatively identifieq,
The Peoples Temple sect consists
mostly of Califormmatis, both black
and white. Fearful relatives have
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been wailin side the sect
headquarters in San Francisco
the past two days for word of the
fate of loved ones who traveled
with Jones to this former British
colony on South America’s north-
east shoulder.

Washington, respondin
Guyanese request that all bodies
be removed, said C-141 transports
would leave Pope Air Force Base
in North Carolina carrying grave
registration specialists and equip-
ment.

Other C-141 transports from Pt.
Benning, Ga., were to deliver UH-
1 helicopters to Georgetown while
three long-range Navy helicopters
were to fly from Roosevelt Roads,
Puerto Rico, to Guyana.

The tragic episode left ques-
tions gnawing even ai cult mem-
bers.

“We all here and in the States
are shocked,” Stephan Jones told

TepPOrters. j]

“I can't believe that this was
voluntary suicide,”” he sald{,
"There had to be the use of forcet
although some of it was blind loy-
alty.”

He said he fled before the end
of the macabre scene and did not
sce Jones die.

Stephan Jones, whose mother
also died in the suicide ritual,
said his father was a sick man, “a
very frightened man ... the most
cgotistical man I ever knew.” The
son said he would have gone be-
fore the congregation to de-
nounce his father to prevent the
communal deaths.

Another question was the
source and purpose of a huge
treasury ama by Jim Jones at
the camp. Washington Post re-
porler C}l‘?arles Krause, who visit-
ed the camp as a representative
of the foreign press, said authori-
ties found $500,000 in cash and a
safe containing jewelry. Uncon-
firmed reports said $500,000 in
gold and hundreds of Social Pe-
curity checks were found. ‘

Commissioner Barker said t\e
teports ipvolving $500,000 worth

gold were but de-
;lned 10 give getails about the
quantity of money and weapons

to the |

found, saying the matter eventu-

ally would be-presunted in court.

Stephan Jones said he had been
told by reliable sources that his
father had $3 million stashed
Iaway at the camp.

[ Jones' sect demanded complete,, +
‘devotion, and as part of this]
members reportedly had to hand]
over their worldly goods to theu'
leader. Many members were el-’
derly, a fact that might explain a
cache of Social Security checks.

The U.S. House International
Relations Committee will conduct
an investigation into how U.S. of-
ficials handled complaints about
the Jonestown colony.

A State Department official in
Washington said yesterday that
U.S. consular offi here had
systematically checked out re-

ports of ”

physical, mental and
sexual abi the camp but
came up with no evidence to sﬂp
port them.

The Vatican daily newspap\'r
L'Osservatore Romano on Mol
day called the Jonestown deaths

‘a manifestation of a pseudo-
mysticism which betrays the
cause of man because it betrays
the cause of Christ.”

“Christianity is a religion of
life, not death.” It said that
tending to be “new _prophets” of
Chrlsllamﬂ' is like “putting on
self outsi
out on a mad venture.’

Former sect members say the
Peoples Temﬂle. which Jones
founded with the avowed purpose
of abolishing class distinctions,
was moreTs%c'Tﬁ?than a religious
organization.

e history and setung‘i\
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Mystery Is In tensiﬁjing in Guyana
Over Those Who Fled Suicide Rite

By JON NORDHEIMER
Srwcial to The New York Times

TIMEHR] AIRPORT, Guyana, Nov. 22
— The myslery of how many California
cultists survived the mass suicide at their
jungle camp increased today as a newly
arrived United States military mission
said its primary purpose was to recover
the bodies of the dead.

“As far as [ know,” the deputy com-
mander said, **we have no positive evi-
dence that there even are any people out
there in the jungle.”

The officer, Lieut. Col. Al Heeter of the
Air Force, said his first responsibility
was to evacuate the bodies of the 409
American citizens who perished on Satur-
day night at the Jonestown commune of
their cult, the People's Temple.

Envoy Expected U.S. Copter Search

“Any other gssistance requested by the
Guyana Government will take place after
that job is completed,” be said, alluding
to a statement made yesterday by John
R. Burke, the United States Ambassador-
In Georgetown, 3¢ miles from here, that

American belicopters would be used o
search the jungles for about 500 men,
women and chiidren who have not been
aceounted for.

In Washington, spokesmen for the
State Department and the Defense De-
partments acknowledged that the mis
sion of the military contingent was pri-
marily to evacuate the dead and also the
sick and wounded. But they stressad that
the United States would do everything it
could to heip search for the missing.

Colone! Heeter's stetements added to

-} the questions about how many people had

been at the Jonestown commune.
Cult jeaders and visiting journalists

previously said the commune had a popu-
lation of 1,000 to 1,200, ranging in age
fromo infants tc a 108-year-old man, Pops
Jackson, whos+ body has been identified
among those who died last weekend.

After the mass suicide, searchers
found more than 800 passports and it was
assumed that 500 or more “ommune
members had fled into the jungle rather
than join the others in death. But only
about 60 have emerged from the jungle —
30 of them today — and, with the 50 held
in the commune’s house in Georgetown,
the Guyanese capital, many would appar-
ently still be missing.

John A. Bushell, Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Inter-American Af-
fairs, suggested in Washington today that
faulty Guyanese immigration records
perhaps accounted for the discrepancy,

In » Georgetown magistrate's court,
meanwhile, 8 32-year-old cultist, Larry
Layton, was charged with the murder of

Continued on Page AL, Column §

Continved From Page Al

Representative Leo J. Ryan and four
other Americans on Saturday &5 ihey
" were about to leave from Port Kaituma,
—~an airstrip eight miles south of Jones-
town.

Mr. Ryan, a California Democrat, had
visited the commune 10 investigate
charges that cult members had been
abused by their jeader, the Rev. Jim
Jones. The kiliings at the airstrip were
foliowed by the mass suicides.

Mr. Layton was one of three Americans
under arrest, The others — Michael
Prokes and Tim Carter — did not appear
In court. There was no explanation.

The next hearing in the case was set for
Jan. 15, at which time the specific
charge, whether first-degree murderora
lesser depree of homicide, is to be an-
nounced. Those convicted of first-degree
murder in Guvana facs hangins
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Colonel Heeter, who arrived today. oiff.
ered no theories of his own on wh:f had
become of any cultists that might still nol
::: accoum&d !gr. 51:5 orders, ke said, are

remove the i
torermave ead and possibly to lend a

Conceivably hundreds could hide put i

) LU n
the jungle, hut it is considered unlikely
bere that they could survive there long.
Doubts have also been expressed that any
survivors could make their way through
the bush to Venezuela or to the sea.
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- Officials Think M ost Accounted For
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By Leonard Downie Jr.
Washington Post Foreigd Service

GEORGETOWN, Gurana, Nov. 23-—U.S.
officials supervising the airlit of the
bodies of the 400 Americans who died in
Joncstown have raised doubts here about
whether there really were 300 to 400 more
Jonestown residents who disappeared into
the surrounding rain forest..

Under pressure Irom reporters, who ask-
ed why U.S, military aircraft and person-
nel were not being used to help the
Guvana Defense Force gearch the dense
forest for missing Americans, a apokesman
said the ULS. military personnel here
doubted there were many missing people
to {ind.

“The evzluation that we have made’
U.S. Armoy Maj. Richard T. Helmling told
reporters, “is simply that there were pot
mizny more people in Jonestown at the
time of the suicide.

“We cannot find hard evidence that peo-

issing Cultists in Doub

- ple did go off into tbe jungle, more than

what have already returned. This is not to
say that there aren’t more out there some-
where, hut if there are, they are a long
way from Jonestown.”

A mnew ingredient was added to the
mystery today when Guvanese authorities
announced they had located two o1 Jones-
town’s three ocean-going bosts.

One of them, a fishing boat called the
Cudjoe, was found by 8 Guyana Defense
Forc2 patrol boat about 20 miles up river
from Port Kaituma, where it was usually
docked. At least two Peoples Temple
roembers were found on board and turned

, over 1o police Lcre for questioning.

The largest of the Jonestown boats,
the Albatross, reportedly was found at
port in Trinidad, where it regularly de-
livered produce and piecked up supplies,
1t is believed that tbe Albatross left
Guyana for Trinidad well before Satur-
day's violence,

A third boat, the fastest, called 1
Marcellene after cult leader Jim Jonc
wife, is still missing. It is thus possib
that a smajl number of missing Jonesiow
residents—possibly including armed -«
curity guards believed 1o be among tr
missing—escaped on the small boat 1
reighboring Venezuela or a Caribbec
isiand

In the Jonestown agricultural communi
itself, 409 bodies bave been f{ound, ti
victims of the mass suicide-murder led 1

-the Rev. Jones Three, including Jonc
died of gunshot wounds, the rest of poiso..

By tonight, 270 bodies have been brouciy
by helicopter out of Jonestown 10 Timelr
international airport here. More than 20
of them bad already been taken by mili
tary cargo place to the U.5. Air Forc
base at Dover, Del

In addition to 40% known dead, whic!
includes about eight Guyanese childre:

See GUTANA, A2, Col. 1

—————
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GUYANA, From Al

living in Jonestown, 32 other Jones-
town residents who cscaped on Satur-
day are here in Georgelown, Some of
them slipped out of the commune
cariy Salurday and olhers fled into
lhe surrounding forest late that after-
noon when Joncstown securily guardy
began rounding people up for the ri-
tual suicide that they had rchearsed
many times.

Others of the 32 survivors had left
Jonestown with the fact-finding mis-
sion of Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif) on
Saturday afternouvn and survived the
ambusly by gunmen who killed Ryan,
three newsmen and ohe of the Jones
lown defeclors on a nearby airstrip.

There are also 46 more Peoples
'Temple Churchr members under house
arrest inside the cult's headquarters
house here in Georgelown.

One cult member, Sharon Amos,
and her three children were found in
the Georgelown house with their
throats slashed after the Jonestown
mass suicide, Saturday night.

That makes a total of just under 500
Peoples Temple Church members in
Guyana who have been accounted for.

The mystery that Guyanese and U,S.
olficials are now trying to solve is
how many more there were and where
they are now,

Correspondenis and lawyers who
went into Jonestown with Ryan and
toured its housing and attended a
mass mecting of its residents said they
saw aboul 800 people there, although
they did not count them.

Guyana and U.S. military personncl
found 803 passports jm a trunk in
Jonestown, Residenis had been told
they did not need to carry passports
there and should turn them over to
Junestown leaders. This apparently
was one of many measures taken to
keep residents from leaving Jones
town, ’

Those passports were turned over
today to U.S. Embassy officials here,
who will compare them to the lists of
known Jonestown dead and survivors.

Questions have been raised about
whether there was a live person in
Jonestown for eachb passport, especial-
ly since so many older people had
been brought there by Jones and
their Social Securlty checks confis
cated. But military spokesman said
they had no information on whether

any graves have yet becen found in
Jonesiown.

Whether there are hundreds of sur-
vivors of Jonestown somewhere in the
rain forest “remains the big mystery,”
said James Ward from the State De-
partment'a Office of Emergency Sew-
ices.

A1l 32 survivors came out of the for- .

. est within a day or two of the mass

suicide, No more have appeared dur-
ing the last two days, according to

" U.S. and Guyanese officials.

Embassy officials said they were
acting to see that the survivors are
housed and fed and reeeive assistance
in relurning to the United States. A
few of the survivors are in hotels
Nearly 20 are staying, at their request,
under police proteclion in a single
floor of gneé downiewn hotel.

They are still afraid they will be
killed by cult gunmen.

One theory about the people whe
may be mising from Joneslown is
that they were led into the forest to
be killed by Jonestown guards or
were shot while fleeing through the

. forest. Lawyer Mark Lane, who went

Lo Jonestown with Ryan and escaped
into the forest when the mass suicide’
roundup began, told reporters later
that he heard screarmng and shooting
in the forest.

Another theory. one offered by
some Guyanese authorities, is that a
number of Jonestown residents who
lived in buildings on its periphery
scattered Into the forest when Jones
summoned them for the mass suicide.

In the rain forest they may not have
survived exposure, dampuess, poison-
ous snakes Or pumMerous jaguars. ;

One Guyana Defense Force soldier
asked by a reporter tourlng Jones
town if he and the other soldiers were
making a wide search of the forest an-
swered that f.he reporter must be Jok-
ing, :

“1f you went 15 feet in there the
soldier said, "you would be so lost we
might never find youw.”

What the Guyanesc troops appur-
ently have done is travel down the
paths through the forest to the few
mines and camps of people who live
in the forest, Jooking for signs of peo-
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ple traveling recently along the paths
and asking if the Indians have seen
anyone.

Maj. Helmling told reporiers, “If
people go off in the jungle they leave
wrails, they leave evidence, These have
not been found. There are some exist-
ing trails in the area and these trails
to the best of my knowledge and belief
have been covered, and people have
not been found.”

Mcanwhile, the military spokesman
here made clear that/their first prior-
ity is to use the aircraft and personnel
brought here to move the deeompos.
ing bodics out of Jonestown as
yuickly as possible.

“1 don't think the priorities are nec
essarily backward,” James Ward said.
“The fact remains that 400 deceased
peopie in this situatlion demands a
certain immediate action. This does
not mean that there is no concern for
survivors. The fact remains we have
to try in addition to searching for sur-
vivors to try identify which people
are potential survivors,”

U.S. Air Force Capt. Jobn J. Mosca-
telli said today that after all the bod-
ics have been transported to the

“United States the aircraft and 200

U.S. military personnel here might be
used tor a wider search of the rain

forest.

The airlitt ol bodies, begun late yes-
terday, continued with dispatch.today.

After technicians spent the night
under Tield lights putting the dead
into plastic body bags in Jonestown,
huge HI-130 “Super Jolly Green Gi-
ant” UK, military helicopters ferried
them from Jonestown to Georgetown,

At the rate the airlift was moving,
barring bad weather, the task could
be finished Friday.

The more than 200 bodies that still
have not been identified are among
the first being transported back to Lthe
United States.

“We have to get them out first™
suid Moscatelli, “10 arrest decomposi-
tion as soon as possible [by refripera-
tion in the U.5.] and make identifica-
tion.” ‘

About 175 of the bodies were tenta-
tively identified as they lay on the
ground in Jomestown by a team of

———

Guyanese and U.S. Embassy officials
assisted by about a dozen of the sur-
vivors, including, as it turned out,
iwo of Jones' lieutenants who were
then arrested by the Guyanese police.

The two men, Mike Prokes, 32, from
Mudesto, Calif., and Tim Carier, 28, of
Boise, Idaho, have been held by police
under suspicion of having some con-
nection wilh violence in Jonestown
because of the guns and large sums of

money they were reporiedly carrying
when arrested.

A third surviving Jones liculenant,
Larry Layton, 32, from San Francisco,
has been formally charped in court
here with five counts of murder, three
counts of atlempted murder and one
count of discharging a lvaded firearm
in connection with the ambush of
Ryan's party at the airstrip near
Jonestown last Saturday:

1Y
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Guyanese Comb Jungle Fruitlessly
For Survivors of Sect’s Suicide Rite

Doubt Growing That Hundreds Fled From Commune
— American Helicopters Carry Out 177 Bodies

&
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GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Nov, 23 —
Guyancse Government patrols spent the
day in a vain search for California cult-
ists who might have survived the mass
suicide and killings at their jungle com-
mune by flecing into the bush. The lack of
success of their search increased their
doubts that hundreds had survived.

As the patrols pressed the hunt, United
States military helicopters shuttled be-
tween the commune, 140 miles northwest
of here, and the Georgetown airport, car-
rying out the bodies of 177 of the 409 mem-
bers of the People’s Temple who died
Saturday night. The dead were fiown to
Dover, Del., for identification and com-
pleuon ol post-mortems.

- A high-ranking Guyanese officlal,
speaking of the continuing jungle search,
sald: *'The fact of the matter is that we do
not passess a scrap of hard evidence that
& lot of people fled into the jungle. Hard
rains washed away any tracks that might
have existed, but we simply do not
now. "

Only 600 Names on a List

- Sherwin Harris, whose daughter and
former wifc dicd in the mass suicide and
killings, recalled that ng more than 600

" pames had appeared on a petition signed
last weck by members of the cult, pro-
tuun,g a visit by Representative Leo

“Ryanof California.
Mr.Ryan, who visited the commune to

Investigate charges that members were
Aty . >

suffering abuse, was killed by cultists
Saturday night as he was about to leave
for the United States from a nearby dirt
airstrip. Four other Americans were also
killed, and the mass sulcxdw and killings
followed.

The Guyanese Government official, in
expressing doubt that many cultists had
fled into the jungle, said that if any re-
mained there and were in good health,
they could seek the help of the Amerin-
dians. They are a nomadic group of about
50 famiiies of aborigines who live in
thatched-roof dwellings spread out over
miles of jungle paths known to the cult.

- No Talk of Mass Flight .

" These trails, leading from' Jonestown,
the cult’s farm, have been searched by
Government patrols because they might
be the only routes over which a great
number of people could have moved

lost.

- Several dozen stragglers have indeed
re-emerged from the jungle, but none has
talked of a mass flight from the'village
last Saturday night when the cult” s lead-
er, the Rev. Jim Jones, reportedly gave
an order that everyone drink a poisonous
brew prepared by the cult's medical oﬂi-1
Cer.

That — and the absence of clues along
the jungle trails — have led t0 the trou-

through the thick jungle without gemng
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bling suspicion that there are many sur-

vivors, that the size of the community has
been inflated and that, except for the sur-

vivors already rounded up and perhapsa [

few more roaming around in the bush, the
People's Temple has been wiped out.

On the other hand, there is evidence
that the density of the jungle has been
| overstated by reports from the isolated
area, and that it was possible for a large
group to cover a long distance quickly.

The jungle around Jonestown, while
certainly inhospitable to human life in
many ways, is not inpenetrable like the
jungles of Burma, for instance, where
one has to cut a pathinorder to move.

A Double Canopy of Trees

*actually, you can travel through it
fairly easily,”" said Adrian D. Thompson,
a Guyanese horticulturist, who knows the
area well. There are heavily wooded sec-
tions of trees that create a double canopy
that permits little sunlight to filter down
to the junple floor, he explained, thereby
. inhibiting the growth of other vegetation.
**The density is overhead but not a bar-

kS

.
rier for movement on the forest floor,”
Mr. Thompson said, adding, **You have
one problem: There isn't much you'll find
to eat unicss you really know your for-
est.”

The Jonestown area bears little resem-
blance to Hollywood fantasies of a tropi-
cal jungle. He offered these examples:

qThe piranha, except for the smallest
species that *‘can be troublesome," do
not harm people.

qThere are some isolated cases of
malaria, but has been no yellow fever for
yeafs.

9A bushmaster snake can kill a person
ifitis big enough, but in most cases dea.h
is caused by an improperly applied tour-
niquet. . !

9There are few animals of any size,
and the jaguar, fearsome in jungle lore,
runs away from

son hasonly seen two jaguars.

9The local Indians, rather than being
hostile, might actually feed and shelter
their neighbors, .

Amerindlans Speak Good English

The Government official pointed out:
“The Amerindians have done work for
the people of Jonestown, such as helping
harvesting crops, and they speak good
English. If there are any survivors actu-
ally out there, I don't see them dying of
starvation orexposure.” .

Chuck Farmer, a bush pilot who has
spent more than 10 years prospecting for
gold and diamonds in the area of the
search, said that individuals could sur-
vive more than (wo weeks without sup-
- plies. “You can drink the water and you
" could cat roots," he said. *'A lot of pork

knockers — that'’s we cali gold and dia.

mond seekers — get lost and no one I've
ever heard of has died."
However, he doubted that the cultists
had actually entered the jungle and not
. come out by now. ““When people run into
the jungle, they don't go far because they
want to make sure they can find their
way oul. It’s been almost a week now,
Where are they?"
Jones's Body Believed Brought Qut

Meanwhile, a body identified as that of
Jim Jones was among thase airlifted to
Dover Air Force Base. The 200-man
United States assistance team sent here
to recover the dead Americans worked
through the night and day to ferry the
bodies by helicopter to the airport outside
Georgetown, where they were placed in
aluminum coffins for the jet flight to the
United States.

Before the American soldiers and air-
men arrived two days ago, the Guyanese
police had identified 184 of the victims.

Lieut, Col. Alfred Keyes, who is in

$ ple. In 30 years of ex- |
perience in similar settings, Mr. Thomp-"

\charge of the Army Graves Reg.stration

unit, said he had decided against any fur-
ther identification effort in Guyana be-
cause of the advanced state of decomposi-
tion of the bodies. His men — and half a
dozen women — have been working with
little rest, racing against the corrosive ef-
fects of the troEical'heat. “The bodies’
have been out there too long,” he said.

*Wecan’tafford to stop and rest.”

He said that he hoped to have all the
bodies on their way to the United States
by Saturday or Sunday. At that time, a
decision will presumably ;be made’
whether the unit with join the search for
those believed missing, '

If no great number of survivors
emerged from the jungle, it could take
weeks to identify all the bodies flown to
Delaware. Then, by a process of elimina-
tion, the known members of the cult can
be accounted for, or not, and only then
can the mystery of the jungle possibly be
explained. o
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ADEAD FLOWN TO U.S.

400 Cultists

Still Missing

In Guyana

;:\,._, - - -Inunmm_,.,...... .
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GE‘DHGE!’OWN Guyana “As the bodies of 408 suicide

. wictims began armiving in the United States Thursday, a mys-

R L

_fery remained smsolved 10 Guyana — what Aappened to the

fundreds of Peoples Temple cult snembers who reportedly fled
iato the jungle rather than kill themselves?

Twenty-nine Jopestown cullists — terrified by the jungle
pightmare they fled and by reprizals they think await them —
went into kiding Thursday bebind a U.S. protective shield. The

- Guyanese government prohibited all Jonestown Survivors from

leaving the country until it completes its investigation of the
fnass morder-suicide.
As patrols pressed the bunt for other survivors, United

"States military helicopters shuttled between the ecommune, 140

miles northwest of here, and the Georgetown airpori, removing
the bodies of the People's Temple members who died Saturday
might. The dead were flown to Dover, Del, for identification
and coropletion of post-martems.

On orders from their leader, the Rev. Jl.m Jones, 405 per-
sons drank a deadly cyanide potion a! the cull's jungle camp
last Saturday pight. Three others died of gunshots. Hundreds of
others reportedly refused the deadly mirture and fled into the
jungle. -

American lawyer Mark Lane, who escaped the ritval sui-
eide, said more than 400 members of the commune lled. Guya-

¢ pese police Thursday turned gver to US. afficials a total of 803

passports found at Jonestown, which would indicate up to 350

* gect members were unaccounted for. US. Army personnel in

Guyana expressed skeplicism s¢ many persons were missing.

A high-ranking Goyaoese official, speaking of the continu-
ing jungle search, said: “The fact of the matter is that we do
not possess a scrap of bard evidence that a lot of people fled
into the jungle. Hard rains washed away apy tracks that might
bave existed, but we simply do ot know.”

The US. Embassy said 31 residents of the Jonestown com-
mune have emmerged from the rain forest in northwest Guyana
since the mass swcide. Two of them are being beld by the
Guyanese as suspects in the bloody airfield ambush that same

‘day of a group led by Rep. Leo J. Ryan of California, whose

invesligative visit to the camp triggered the weekend of vio-
Jence.

The Guyanese earlier had arrested a third suspect in the
ambush, which killed Ryan, three American pewsmen and a
disaffected cult member. Ryan's group was irying to escort
would-be defectors trom the camp.

The other 2§ Jopestown residents who bave come out of
the jungle are “scared out of their wits,” said US. eonsular

 elfwcial Doug Ellice.

—
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e G . Layto has been charged The Dover mottuary, which
g by“mlmign mm muL with ‘five counts of murder Shuler said is believed Lo be
; J ; the largest in the United
cism, once again sent belicop and three of atiempled mur- g\ "Ly b
ters aquipped with Joodspeak. der ia the mirtrip massacre pu, ) B 856 for Tietoam
e over the rain forests Satuday ihat hilled Ryan, Wy o0t ped for idents
Thursday to tell any survivors three American joursalists ying the more Mor”o vie.
Within earsbot that they were and a would-be sect defector [ Y8 "/ B9 between
safe, |and lell nioe other Americans oo "o ) ety in the Canary
Asked If the army's graves wounded b viclence that March 37,1977, i

““They just fled from some-
thing so borrible it's beyond
belie! — [ mean bundreds of
people just dropping dead.”

Among the aluminum cas-
kets arriving in Delaware
Thursday was one pumbered
-13B and marked #mply
“Rev. Jimmie Jones”™ The

F Ry

v ”
[V TR SR

I 1Y

coflin was wunloaded along
with BD others from the giant

C-141 cargo plape at Dover 38Y

Air Force Base. FBI sgents
srrived at the base shortly
afterwards to fingerprint the
body 0 make sure B b
Johes',

Former cull members in
San Francisco said they
feared Jones directed the
ass suicide and then fled
with a “revenge squad” of
armed realots bent on killing
the peopie who bad broaght
oe his downfall.

But FBI agents mid 3
check of fingerprints led them
1o conclude that it was Jobes'
body in the casket.

Reports from the West
Coast had cast doubts on the
Guyanese identification of
Jones, citing claims by for-
mer meinbers of the Peoples
Temple that Jones liked to
have look-alikes around him
and that some of the stand-ing
occasionally substituted for
Jones in various rituals.

Embassy spokesman James

registration teams in the apparently triggered the sui-

Jooestown commune had seen
Iresh graves that might
explain the disappearance of
the missing people, a U.S.
Army officer replied, "We
haven't found any cemeleries
or graves. God knows what
they did with their dead.”
Still abotber mystery was
developing over the fact most
of the suicide wiclims were
young persony ang children —
although an 102-year-old man
was aimong the vietims, There
were boxes of Social Security
checks but no old people Lo go
with them. James Ward of
the State Departments Bu-
rean of Consular Affairs said
there was "m0 findication or
trace” 1bat some of them
may kave died =~ or been
killed '— before the muicides
began
An embaszyy official who
asked not to be identified said
peighboring Venervela had
been reqoesled to join in the
. for other survivors in
the thick and inhespitable jun-

Ward said those who diso- Bl¢. The Veoezuelan border is

beyed Joves and fled the suj- 4bout 20 miles from Jones-
cide scene at Jonestown fear $0%WD, 30d Guyanese police

there now may be reprisals
against them by fanatical sect
members. Bot cullisis at the
sect’s San Francisco temple
depied any retaliation was
planned against defectors.

Ellice zaid the 29, being
kept under US protection at
an undisclosed jocation bere,
“are free to move around but
don't want Lo move around.”
He said they requested the
protection

He alao said they would
like to leave this South
American land but the gov-
ernment has ordered all Peo-
ples Temple members to re-
main in Guyana until the
inquiry i complete. This
apparently included 45 who
were in this capital city, 140
miles sootheast of the camp,
at the time of the ambush and
Ricide.

Ellice said be did not know
bow Jong the lopvestigation
might last. )

ink some may have fled
Bﬁce fear for
the culusts’ ability to sarvive

ia (he swampy jongle. “These
! are nol skilled woodsmen ™ he
said. "Tbey came Irom cilies
in the US to an established
camp tn Jobestown.”

The FBI said in Washington
Thursday it was questiohing
present asd former members
of the cult, including some
who wilnessed the mass sui-
cide. A spokesman said oine
agents boped to fly to Guyana
to help the looe FBI agent
there with an investigation.

Three of the survivors
were still in police custody.
They were Larry Layton, 32,
of San Francisco, Tim Carter,
.28, of Boise, Idabo, and Mich-
ael Prokes, 32, of Modesto,
- Calif.

In Delaware, the first Air
Force C-141 cargo jet arrived
| in a chilly and overcast dawn
iwiu: 40 bodiet, oply ooe of
iwhict bad been jdentified, ac-
cording to officials. That
identification was not
released.

The second plane, bearing
31 more bodies, arrived here
shortly before 8 p.m. Thurs-
day. _

-Officlals said four more
soch military airlifts would
be pecessary to remove all
the bodies from Georgetown,
Guoyana. The third plane was
due to arrive bere late Thurs-
day night and the fourth early
Friday morning.

Volunteer airmen Lifted the
first bodies fn aluminum
transfer cases off the plane to
vans carrying them ome by
ooe to a morgue staffed and
equipped to bandle mass
casualties.

“It was a sour smell” said
Sgt. Timothy Starr, detail
leader, “like roast beef left
out of the refrigerator for a
couple of days.”

The State Department said
families will bave w0 pay
costs of tramsporting the
-bodies for burial iz home
(owns, most of Lhem presum-
ably in California.

or families who eannot
afford the cost, “obviously
they would be buried in the
Dover area at government ex-

nse,” said spokeswoman
tl:ry Anne Bader.

She said bodies unidentified
ot unclaimed also will be
buried st public expense.

A military official who
| asked pot to be identified esti-
"mated the cost of tazpayers
of the airlift alone couid run
high as §& million.

Shuler was asked why the
military planes were bringing
the bodies to Dover when
most families presumably are
in California.

“This is the oaly place in
the country we have to handle
tnass casualties of this size”
be naid.
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GEORGETOWN, Guyana—With Training
exhortations on the “beauty of Public Afls. OH, __
dying,” the Rev. Jim Jones led 408 Telephone Rm.
of his followers in the Peoples Director's Sec'y
Temple Church to a mass suicide-
murder apd was himself shot to
death, according to reports yester-
day from the scene of the massacre.
Guvanese suthorities sald most of
the victims appear to have been
killed with poison drawn from a vat
set in a clekring in Jonestown, the
X agricultural settlement where Jones’
: cult was based. Only three of the
e bodies had gunshot wounds.
- By late yerterdsy only a dozen of
S the severa]l bhundred residents of
e aciam N sonestown who apparently fled into
the surrounding forest had returned
to the compound. Autborities said the
returnees were belping to identify
the dead.
N A survivor of the mam murdersu)
tide told an ipvestigating group that
§ visited Jonestown yesterday that the
poison eonsisted of cyanide mixed
with Kool-ald {n a vat. It was adminis-
tered by Jonestown's slalf doctor and
fnurses to men, women children and
babies, Those who tried to refuse the 4(
ison or esca were forced b,
f:med guards to]:ke it Y The Washington Poat _ ¢~
It was not known if Joner was ghot Weshington Star-News — =
by someone else or killed himself. Deily News {New York)
Authorities sald Jones' wife and a rew York Times
son were also among the dead. The New York 1im
The avuthorities who searched Jones The Wa!l Street Journal
town yestarday found, in addition to titution
the bodies, more than a half million The Atlants Cons 'u:o
dollare in casb scattered about the The Los Angeles Times

compound, 1 sizable gquantity™ of
gold bullion, wallets filled with U.S,
Treasury checks, and more than 800 ey 2] 1878
passports. There had been allegations Dale
‘ in the 1.5, press that Jones® followers
S had - confiscsted Bocial  Becurity
B il checka from Jopestown's older resi-
dente. '

The rmacabre mass suicide and mur-
der wai directed by Jones Saturday
evening after a hapdful of his most fa-
natic followers bad attacked a con.
gressiona! fact-finding group that had
“just left Jonestown
~ Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calit), three
Americah newamen and a Peoplea
Temple defector were ghot and killed, —
and twelve Others were wounded, - D°/0
!when gunmen ambuashed Ryan and




Hoout 30 pewimen, pOVEITUNTR! aldoe,
*s]latnves of Peopies Temple members,

fnd deleclons from the sect at 4:20

B.o. Saturday. The group was waiting
¥ board two charter planes on the
Port XKaituma airstrip pear Jones

towrn, and about 130 miles merth of -

Bere. ’ ) .

S S

Two plber members of Lbe fact find-

Ing group, civil liberties lawyers Mark
Lape and Charles Garry, had stayed
bebind o Jounestown Ther escaped
into the surrounding tropiesl forest
whnen Jones ordered that everyone in
‘the compound must die and made
Lheir sy to Georgetown where they
gave a detalled account of the massa-
cre at a press conference and In lnter
views yesterday.

Lsne, 51, and Garry, B9, hid in the

“forest ip 2 heavy rain Saturday night
before finding their way to Pori Kai-
tuma on Sunday. They said Lere yes
terday that Jones was unbsppy that
the two-day meeting with Ryan had
ended with ¢ pumber of Jones' follow-
ers asking to leave with Ryap and an-
ether attacking Ryan with a fishing
knife. Lane said yesterday that Jones
told them some of biz men had gone
to attack the congressman and his
pariy at the airstrip as they were leav-
Ing.

Then Jones, who had threatened in
the past to lead his followers in mass
suicide because of attacks on him in
the U.S. preas and courts, gathered
Jopestown's residents io & large open-
Air meeting p!lce and used a loud-

speaker to coovince them of the
*beauty of dving.”

- Lane end Garry, -who had been pent
under guard 1o another part of the
eompound where they saw men arm-
tnz themselves with automatic rifies,
ercaped Into the dense underhrush,
% hile hiding, thew heard orore ampl-
fied exhortations from Jonas, then #i-
lence. and then the sound of susteined
guniire.

They heard screaming people run~
®ing ‘through the underbrush around
them and more scattered sounds of
gunfire in the forest.

Qfficials of this nation and the
mmall U.S. Embassey Jocated here have
been overwhelmed by the enormity of
‘the mass klllings of Americans by
-Americans at Jonestown and at tha
FPort Kaltuma airstrip.

The government of Guyabs is super-
wising thé efforts {o determine just
what happened at Jonestown and at
Abe alrstrip. They were also searching
with a 10Gman mllitary force fcr the
possibly hundreds al Jonestown resi-
dents tll] scatiered tn the numund
Ing jungie. ,
~ Guyanese officizls on ths scene In
Jonestown said they also fuund 30 to

& weapons and “bundreds of thou-

gands of rounds of ammunition”
"Among the Weapons were automatic
FMfles revolvers and. othur types of
’UBI

* Only one nrren‘ has been made thys

hr that of Peopics Temple mamber

.4t Rep. Ryvan’s party an Lne rori AAi-
toma airstrip.

The Qurasese defense foroe l.ll)

a8 pet up a heavlly armed guard of at
least 20 toops around the George
town headquariers of the Peoples
Temple on the edge of the city, hold-
ing the 30 temaining residents of the

“jarge home gnder virtual house ar-

rest.

Four residents there, Sharon Amos
and ber three children, were found
dead, with their throats cut, inside the
‘bouse Eaturday night at about the
same tirne the violence was occurring
in Jonestown and Port Kaituma Gu-
yanese guthorities said the -Amoe
fdeaths were being lavestigated -as
murder or murdersuicide.

The US. Embasy prepared yestef-
day to wend bome the bodies of the
airstrip abooting vwictims — " Rep.
Rvap, NBC news eprrespondent Don
Harris, San Franciseo Examinsr pho-
tograpber Greg Robinsop, NBC cam-
eramap Robert Brown, and defecting
FPeoples Temple member Patricia
Parks. Autopsies were performed by
the Guyapese authoritiea,

The U.S. Embazsy, augmented by
State Department employes and mili-
tary techniciang, plus a dozen helicop-
ters, being flown into this capital elty,
now faces the task of identifying the
hundreds of victims {n Jonestown and
potifying thelr next of kin. Relatives
of Peoples Ternple members already
have flooded the embassy here with
telephope and telegraph inquiries.

Oficials of both governments also
have been besieged by a burgeoning
internationzl press contingent af
about 100 reporiers, photograpbers
and television techniciang, who have
virtually taken over this city's two
largest hotels.

Guyapa's minister of {nformation,

‘ Sh.u'lez. Field-Ridley, sald yesterday

morning at & press conference, *l re-
allr can't find words to desc.rfbe our
reaction tc this terrible thing l.bat
-has bappened in Guyana”

She said the Guyanese suthorities
first heard about the mass auvicides in
Jotestown BEaturday night when .a
man who bad escaped from the com-
-pound and walked 20 miles o the out
post of Matthews Ridge told police
there that he had seen hundreds of
people being ldmlnlltared poison in
Jonestown,

The first Guyanese investlgltorl
reached Jopsstown later Saturday
night, and found everyone inside the
eompound dead. The Guyanese gov-
‘ernmept did not make any announce-
ment of that facl ortl] early Mondey
morning a few hours before Fiedd-Rid-
jey's press conference. ’

Although Guyanese suthorities also
were aware of the shootings at the
Port Kaitwma airsirip eight mues
from Jonestown 6n Baturday might
the Guyanese militpry did nul inove
ip W peture the area and remove the
wounded and survivors untl) Sunday
morning. Tha State Depariment said
{n Washington the delay was due to
the lnck of lights at 'Lhe Po.r( Raltuma
sirstrip. . .

" POOD B WUT AWV LI b v o - —

Georgetown carrying Ryan’s panly

~landed ob the grass airstrip Friday.

L scalled that Jones, who had

“aske. ane to come to protect him

from harassment from Ryan und his
group, at first was pot going to Jet
anyope iote Jonestown,

lane erid Jones ha? 'become
“paranoid” about sories in the LS.
preas that psople had been impressed
into the cult and were being held
against their will under terrible condi-
tions in Jonestown. He said Jopes had
threatened to have all the Jonestown
residents commit suicide about a year
ago, but that Jones wus tilked out of
it by long distznhee pleas from Black
Panther Huey Nert.on. Angela Davis
and others. ¥

Once Ryan's pu‘h ‘had arrived In
Georgetown lest week, LaDe, eommu-
nlcating with Jones by radio from the
Georgetows beadquarters of the Peo-
ples Temple, thought be had talked
Jones out of his objections o Ryan's
visit.

But when the planes landed on the
Port Kaltuma airstrip Friday, Lane
sajd, they were met by a “group of an-
£77 men and women” and a man with
.. i’un. - N

“This bad a ehilling &ffect on the
people in the plane,” Lane said More
pegotiations took place before every-
one oo the planes was allowed in'o
-Jonestown. ’

On Friday and Saturday morning,
things went better at Jonestown, Lane
said. Ryap and the others discovered
1he seftiement’s clean modern bulld-
ings, good medical eare, advanced
farming methods and racia! harmony.

Ryan drew sorieined applause when
he told » gatbering of Jonestown resi.
depts Friday night that the trip had
changed his mind about the commu-
nity. Ryan later told Jones, Lane and
Garry that his onmd¥ concern wer free
exit for people who ¢ longed wanted
10 stay In the commune,

Jones eventualiy became agitated,
Lane mid, by & number of mmowball-
ing incidents on Saturday. A reporter
wandering the eompound found that
bt was not allowed into ope building
where Lape later saw residenty l.hing
as close together sa “glaves on g glave
ship.” Jones became angry, Lane sald,
when he ingisted Jones allow report-
ers to tour the bullding.

Later, NBC correspondent Harrha

“made a peripbera] tour and people
appmched him about leaving Jones
town,” Lane said. As Harris and then
Rysn gatbered thei! pamae, Lane and
Garty said, Jones grew mors dis
tressed.

VWhen 4 fnmlly of six mnnounced
early Saturday afternoon that they
were going to leave with Ryan, Gurry
said Jones told bim:**They never xtop.
This is the finish. It's finjshed * -

GCarry and Lane raid yesterdey they
both tried 1o persuade Jones that even
with the defections, he was “going to
get & favorable report” from Ryan

“But Jones was s pamanold” Lane
‘sald. “He saw it a3 g betraya) §f any-
one wanted to [eave.”

i = e o e mL - [Ep————
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Then. short]ly afler most of Rvan's
‘party and those Tesidents Jones al.
“lowed 1o leave had rlarted down the
dirt track from Jonexsiown to the air-
T . strip In & falling rain, eame the knife
- | focident, -

Lan: gave the following account:
‘One of Joaes’ top lieutenants, Don
8ly, suddenly grabbad Ryan around
~ ¢the peck with his Jeft arm, placed a
xnife against Ryan's neck with his
right haad, &2d shouted:
* wCongressman Ryan, ¥ou mother{— "
= While Ryau struggied to push the
man's hands eway from his Deck,

Lane grabbed Ely's arms from the

iront and Garry, 69, grabbed Sly from

behind
Finally, “all kinds of people from
. the temple moved in" Garry said, and

agresaman fell o the floor. Ely's hand

“waz cut io the struggle and blood

" from that cut was all over the con-

_ gressgnan's clothes. Eome Jonesiown

- residents gave Ryan a clean pet of

.+ ¢tlothes to change into later od the
© % plane, )

Jooes calmly watched this lpcident

" #rom some distance, meking Do move,

Lane and Rva:t.i4 do ~ that palice

and a doctor must be cailed 8t once.

1 eame.
Jones. visibly sbakep, then sat down
to tal\ to Ryan.
. . “Does this change u-ungs " Jones
i asked Ryan, who told Jones that he
. atil! ssav roany positive things in
, Jonestown but that the knife incident
i 4did chenge his impreasion.
Rysn then asked Lane,
- mad a1 me?”
“No." Lane sald. *I'm »o gratefuyt
that you came here.” . . -

“Are you

pulled Sly away from Ryvan as the con-

Jones naid they would be, but no ope .

*TU always be gratetul that gou
saved my life,” Ryan told Lane,

Lane sald be responded by joking
with the congresaman: “Now no one
can e¢al] this trip & junket.™

Afier Ryan left to joio the others at
the airstrip, Jobes took Lane azide
and kept repeating, “This is terrible,
this is terribie, this iy terrible.” Lane
#2ld he tried to calm Jones down,  --

Jopes then told Lane, “There are
things you dot't kmow. Those men
who jeft s Uttie while ago to go into
the city are not going there. They love
me and they may do something that
will reflect badly on me. They're go-
ing {oc shoot al the pecple and thejr
Plane, The wpy Larry [Lavton] bug
ged me, & eo0ld bug, told me.”

Then a woman came over and whis
pered something to Jones, and Jones
told Lane to take Garry and go to the
East House on the far aide of the com-
pound. ‘

Lane objected because be feared
Jones was gatbering recldents of
Jonestown for a mass wuicide attempt,
but Jones ass{gmed a very tall tough
Lieutenant to escari the lawyers away,

Lane and Garry saw elght or ten
FOuURE men Temove automnatic rifles
from rtorage near where fhey were
taken. They also heard Jones speaking
over a loudspeaker ¢to the Jonestown
residents about the “beauty -of
dving ... it's an important part of
what we ve done , ., . let's not fight
among curselves”

The guard waiching Lam ang
Garry was then replaced by two
young men with automatic weapons
Garry sald yesterday that he recog-
nited one of them 2x & man he had
frequently belped when he was in

s Lo e

4ot m e _.._H‘ T"
trouble baskx k: S.u: Francisco.
“They kept saying” Lane eaidT
“We're all going to die ..."I'heu-:
Iy great dignity In dyi.ng e It LR
a greal way to end our-yptruggle” =
When he trisd o argue them out of
this, they merely smiled calmly and-
repeated, *We're all going to die” |
lame worried that he gnd Garry:
would be shot but Garry said be Inew
these particular men would never do.
that even if they l;md been sent thers
to do so. i
Lane asked the two young moen: At
leasi Charles and I will be bhere to tel)
the story of what .Iuppe.ned., vcrn’Q-
we?”

P

LU A

“Wait" f.-.ne eulled out, 'ﬁm
do we get out of -‘hare.” -

The men {old them v‘hel*e to mm
over 8 hill and into the {orest where'
Lape and Garty were (o spend the
next 12 hourt in darkness, soaked and
thilled by raie, cut by the rom uo-
derbrush and tittenlby tnsects. © © °

Lane said they jeould will beer
Jones shoutiunggr the Wudspeaker
and eventualh’i repesting just one
word over and oyer:|“Mother, mother,
mother. . " Jones’ mother died about
A year ago -.qi.she -wu buried in
Jonestown. . :

Finally there was a periocl of ai-
lence and then a large bumber of .
shots ranz out, The lawyers moved
deeper into the underbrush snd heard
scresms and shots around them but
ssw DO One except phree Jonestown
men ruthing Wown o road out of the
eompoobd cafrying b Yarge trunk

Lane Lid the men lgneed bthlt,'
hugged hirm and Garrv and torned o,
save, !!tlcr to joln the delt.h ritual ~
_01’ @scCaADeE.
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By Donald Neff

Time-Life Nesg Secerce

G:OQG TOWN, Guvana — The
cnocl the Pecples Ter'-
. vncovered 408
~sund zn eppen altar
suspicions ibat t*e
‘er, more bizer

.ce who returned
2 six-hour inspection
e '3-0 miles northwest
xarsination of the
by r....'.ed develop-
ore odd and dis-

ine olfer and less
iess sexuelly attrace

.v.ere kilied and their

o - tod rety dispesed of in the jun.
L ¥ € rzst Jour years since the
i ln-- g of Jonesiown, the name of

- . Y¥ihecemmune,

: . ﬁOr meyse there never were 1,100 1o
1202 peorle living in the commune;
- nD dcturale s:a:isiics were Lep! by
“ihe Gurzner gevernment or the U, S,
Zmbezsy. Itie poesd bie thzt the Peo-
. p.€§s Temzle spoxesman znd various
* vieilors hid exaggerated the number
aitracied to the cult . though author.
ities ave cspecia”;; usp cious at the
izck ©f clder pecple’s bodies at the
size.
Tre commune was widely known

W0 Le g :hy. s.l} because
o~ miembs :he_\ oined had 1o
. siznoo 781 pcssessions. be-
oG e riches 10 the com-
Birvengy th without wages. In
s ¢ven deac older members
ti.il conuinue o be sssets since the
- ravdulently con-

was the
*f. money on
were zr-

s Though 1,100 to 1,200 persons were
believed Jiving in the agricultural
commune, a close search found
fewer than kalf thzt number of
bodies.

« Two days after the suicides, only a
hardful of straggiers had emerged
from the heavy bush. There was no
indication that any sizable number of
culiists were roaming lost, though it
obviously was still too early to be
sure.

» All but three of the followers had
died of poisoning. One of the three
was identified by Guayanan officials
2s the cult's charismatic leader, Jim

LARRY LAYTON, 12, was taken
prisorer shortly after he shot another
commune member in a smell piane
Saturday during the anbush of Rep.
Lzo Ryan and a group of newsmen. It
wzs at first thought that Layton's
shots signaled the s:art of the am-
bush.

. The plzne’s pilot, Tom Fernandes,
34, said in an interview, however,
that the embush was well under way
before Lavten fired & pistel into the
back of a woman cult member, per-
haps as a prelude to skyjacking the
plane. But the pilot shut dov.n Lhe en-
ines.

When Layton was arrested, it was
discovered he had around $50.000 in
cesh and a2 Pecples Temple bank
dralt on a Parzma Bank for $1 mil-
lion, s2id the source.

Two other unidentified cult mem-
bers ware arrested Sunday making
their wav to the nearby Venezuelan
bcrder Bo h had ‘‘enormous sums of
money' in their pockels, said the
source, adding thet ke ¢id not know
the exact amount.

These rovelztions have led police
to a¢¢ specuiation 1€ specuiztion and
come up with what und icr zimoest any

her circumsiznce weuld be consid-
c cc z wild p5°~.“.h'~ — a t**all
tond within the commune had pict-

104 1o kill Jim Jorss 2nd abscond

withthe cult's treasury,

Jones, 48, former bousing authority e
chairman of San Francisco. He was
found shotinthe head. . OH
¢ Large sums of money were found im,
en three 2rrested cu)i members a'td R
inthe commune.

» Most of the bodies were of persons
believed to be under 40, though th

cult ked an unknown ~ but nol negh-
gible — number of older members,

Y ——

THIS SET OF FACTS, said the
source. who asked rnot !o be identi.
fied, has Jed police to speculate 2bout
2 grisly possidility: Perhaps, goes
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milion worth of gold,

s:': was found a1 une
JO" 1 00 LS
a_. 2lic wezpons an d

tincz el 2mmunition,

@

h n masses
of poison —
isc t0 destroy

ace iL" said the source, “how
t»0-..1 projess mass nmson'ng and

.e foer vourzell It makes more
cifsomeonn & 2lseshot him. ™

a‘*n

Ying &: the en-
Tune’s Jarge
'bu'le. in the
his wife, who

heir chiidren in
povqoﬂ]l‘ﬂ
s:ol that Jones
| himself. But,
weapon mey

: ined that suspicion,
sourte, because there
g2 cerizin amount of
Zwith the bodies,
c"e o.' ¢veznide, which
_____ n Lhe poisen, vour
s and contorts
soche “But at
rvore looked

o

heve been tirse for
e-manzge the scene,
gme thai sounds, since
&ng police 1o enter the
nel co so until Sunday
> then 24 hours afier the

neys, Charles Garry of
enc Mzrk Lane, were
e w '1en the d=aLh ritu-
:5:30 Saturday night,

T ONLY AN HOUR earlier they had
4 saved Rep. Ryan, they szid, from a
¥ knife ettack by cuitist Don Sly, 50.
The afiack came at the end of
yan. 's o'.cr'w'" visit to the com-
ihe copgressman was
.\~'r} Jones and the iwe
2 rocm, said Garry,
n in with a krife and
: cing to kill vou, vou

n

in [ront of his
wresyed fim off
vinivred."
was nl! room
=zl planes 2k-
party back 1o
¢nd Lane de-
cnizht 2t the com.
he zitack — and
it Ryzn, three.
member of the cult

0

TV Ted etss e

ned down &t ihe & irpoct six miles

‘2v — Jones called a general meet-
. he COMIMUNnE members in the
as. . .y hzll. Garry s2id Jones ap-
peared very mstressed that 14 of his
foliowers had cdecided to quit the
commune and the accompany Ryan
out ol the area,

Gerry and Lane were rnot allowed
1o attend the general meeting, which
was unusual and a bit {rightening for
both men.

After they heard snatches of
speeches calling lor mass suicide,
the two atterneys said in interviews
in Georgetown, eight men emerged,
went tp a room, and ran back to the
kall with rifles, some of them carry-
ingtwoand three weapons.

ABOUT THIS TIME, szid Garry,
two black vouths with rifles “at semi-
ready’” came up 1o ithe atterneys
“smiling, very happy and said, ‘We
are going to die in protesi zgainst
fascism and racism. Revolutionary
suicide is 1o die with honer and
dwm v

dded Garry; “'The way they were
carryzr.g these guns we moughl they
were sert o killus.””

With some fast thinking, Lane told
the men that “"'we will be ieft to write
your gloripos history,”

That seemed to satisfy the two
voung men and they toid the attor-
nevs how o esczpe.said Garry,

Dusk was falling 25 Garry and

. Lane set out through the marshes
and thickets of the jungle. As they
reached @ nearby hill, both men said,
they heard Jones screaming,
“mother, mother, mother."”

Tren shots began ringing out, they
said. It weas nearly 24 hours later
when they finally escaped the jungle,
tired but u"inju'ed and made their
way into Pori Kaiiuma, where for the
first time they learned of the deaths
of Ryvan and the others. They finally
gotto Georgetowniate Sunday night.
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AUTHORITIES SPECULATE THEY WERE KILLED BEFORE SUIIDES

'. By Donald Neff

iATame-Life News Service

_believed living in the agricultural

the cult’s charismatic leader, Jim
a close search found

GEORGETOWN, Guyana — The
first inspection of the Peoples Tem-
ple commune that uncovered 405
bodies heaped around an open altar
raised a host of suspicions that the
affair may be even more bizarre
than it now appears.

A Guyanan source who returned
last Wight from a six-hour inspection
of the jungle site 150 miles northwest
of herv said examination of the area
— and dther related developments —
revealed more odd and disturbing
facts:

» Thocgh 1,100 to 1,200 persons were

commune,
fewer than half that number of
bodies.

» Two days after the suicides, only a
handful of straggiers had emerged
from the heavy bush. There was no
indication that any sizable number of
cultists was roaming lost, though it
obviously was still too early to be
sure. ,
s Large sums of money were found
on three arrested cult members and
in the commune.

¢ Three of the followers did not die
by poisoning. One of the three was
identified by Guayanan officials as

Jones, 48, former housing authority
chairman of San Francisco. He was
found shot in the head. Y

¢ Most of the bodies were of persons
believed to be under 40, though the
cult had an unknown — but not negli-
gible — number of older members.

THIS SET OF FACTS, said the
source, who asked not to be jdenti-
fied, has led police to speculate about
a grisly possibility: Perhaps the
older and less productive and less
sexually attractive cultists were
killed and their bodies secretly dis-

. See GUYANA, A4
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GUYANA

Continued From A-1

posed of in the jungle over the past four years
since the founding of Jonestown, the name of the
commune,

Or maybe there never were 1,100 to 1,200 people
living in the commune; no accurate statistics were
‘kept by the Guyanan government or the U.S.
Embassy. It is possible that the Peoples Temple
spokesman and various visitors had exaggerated
the number attracted to the cult, though author-
ities are especially suspicious at the lack of older
people’s bodies at the site. ’

The commune was widely known to be quite
wealthy, partly because members when they
joined had to sign over personal possessions, be-
queath any future riches to the commune and work
without wages. In this way, even dead older mem-
bers could continue to be'assets since the com-
mune could fraudulently continue to collect such
benefits as pension and Social Security checks.

Reinforcing this line of conspiratorial specula-
tion was the finding of largé sums of money on
three commune men who were arrested over the
weekend,

(A SOCJAL SECURITY Administration spokes-
man said in Washington-today that the agency had
received no evidence sugpesting fraudulent use of
federal payments to some 200 People's Temple
beneficiaries. ‘

Sources admitted, however, that it was difficult
for the government, without notification from the
family, to know whether somebody has died and
their check should be stopped.

The SSA indicated that in January representa-
tives of the U.5. Embassy spoke with cult mem-
bersj— only 1} were apparently receiving federal
payrhents at that time — who had complained that
they .were not getting their checks. In addition,
they yvere queried about whether the checks were
being signed over to the People's Temple, which
would be a violation of the law. ‘

“They said they were not signing their checks
over and that they were using their paychecks for
their own personal needs,”" according to the
spokesman, ' .

He said the U.S. Embassy has now been “in-
structed to verily the identity and addresses of
beneliciaries who are still there so we do ot send
checks to people who are dead.” -

As of June, an Social Security spokesmlin said,
115 of 150 persons then getting payments wdre over
60 years of age. )

LARRY LAYTON, 32, was taken prisoner
shortly after he shot another commune member in
a small plane Saturday during the ambush of Rep.
Leo Ryan and a group of newsmen. It was at first
thought that Layton’s shots signaled the start of
the ambush. '

The plane's pilot, Tom Fernandes, 34, said in an
interview, however, that the ambush was well
under way before Layton fired a pistol into the
back of a woman cult member, perhaps as a pre-
lude to skyjacking the plane. But the pilot shut

»down the engines.

When Layton was arrested, it was discovered he
had around $60,000 in cash and a Peoples Temple
bank draft on a Panama Bank for $1 million, said
the source.

Two other unidentified cult members were ar-
rested Sunday making their way to the nkarby
Venezuelan border. Both had “‘enormous sums of
money"” in their pockets, said the source, adding
that he did not know the exact amount, -

These revelations have led police to add specula-
tion to speculation and come up with what under
almost any other circumstance would be consid-
ered a wild possibility a small band within the
commune had plotted to kill Jim Jonef and ab-
scond with the cult's treasury. .

Or, he added, Jones may have been in collusion
with a few others to divvy up the righes aflter
nearly all the members were dead, and then at the
last moment was betrayed.

Moreover, §1 million worth of gold, jewelry and
cash was found at the commune in addition to 800
U.S. passports. :
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WAS NO zuthoritative
avaiiebie in Guyana
atygus the fzte of the
re of the Peoples Tem-
me auhor:’:ies believe
d several hundred
\hose bodles were

Eis final act ¢l paranoia was to
minisier 2 communion of Kooi-aid
laced with cyanide.

Marny of the communicanis were
jocked in a centoriion of farewell.
Orne young couple was face down side
by sice with a small baby lving dead
between them. Bodies were bloated.

There was 2 large vat from which
the victims, apparerntly of their awn
free will, knowingly, took the mix-
ture of cvanide znd Kool-aid and
c¢rank it. Doctors szid they protably
died within five minutes.
AUTHORITIES counted the bodies of
163 women, 138 men and 82 children.

rmen identified as Mike Traobes and
Tirm Carter, who are alleged to have
done most of the shooting Saturday
that broughi death to Ryan, three
newsmen anc a young woman who
weznied io escape the colony.

Mark Lane, the atiorney, author
and lecturer who frequen aly takes

« coniroversial positions, may have
been one of the last outsiders (0 see
whatoccurred 2t Jonestown after the
congressman anl four others were
Rilied and eight persons were
wounded in Saturday evening's
shooling outbreak.

Lare told reporters that he was al-
lowed 1o flee into the jungie before
the mass suicide. He reported hear-
ing gunshots while in hiding and
Jones' voice, ar-,h jed by loud-
. speaker, shou:'ng ‘mmother, mother,
mother.” He said he heard more gun-
shots, then there was silence,

LANE, WHO accompanied Ryanto
the South American couniry, said
Jones had become paranoid as re-
ports increased in the press about
cult members being misireated.
Lane said Ryan's trip aggravated
ha! paranoia “and led the cult ieader
to tell his folliowers that the solution

their problems was suicide and
that there was beautvindezth.

More were fourd later. 4 handful of”

-cult members who maraged to es-
cape found their way to civilizaticn
by lzst pight.

Officials in Georgetown, 150 miles

from the cuit's camp. said Tenes was
killed with a singie pistol shot to ihe
head. Two other bodies had gunther . —
wounds. All the others apparently o
died of poison. Mothers appare.’::.‘y
gave potions o their children, then
ritually ended their own lives by si p- o
ping outof sme!l pirstic cups.

A large hand-painted sign co.;-
rated one pile ol bodies. It sa
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By Jim Willse
Examiner City Editer

GEORGETOWN, Guyvana —
“Mother, mother, mother!”

Screaming those words, thke
Rev. Jim Jones sel, in motion tt
wave of death that brought down
the walls of Peoples Temple, two

wyers for the church said today.

“He was letting the pedple
ynow he was about to join his
mother,” said Charles Garry.

“It was then tbat the automatic
rifle fire started.”

.
Garry, in an interview, and
Mark Lane, at a press conference,
described the ominous sequence of
events that led to the deaths
e Saturday of temple members.

Lane suggested that not alt the,
eaths may have been mass suieide
y the temple’s zealous followers.

“Judging by tbe automati
weapons, I think it may well have
been the kind of suicide that
occurred at My Lai,” he said
sarcastically. B

Garry and Lane, who accom-
panied the delegation led by Rep.
Leo Ryan to the temple's agricul- i
tural mission 150 miles northwest of
here, escaped through the jungle
when the carnage began.

After spending the night in the
rain-soaked brush, they made their
way 1o Port Kaituma six miles
_ away. %
. % The two returned to Georjle-
lown early today, where they gafe
ftatements to police investigatihg
the deaths. -

+—~The lawvers, who had hfn
ardent supporters of Jones and his
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workg. described the pressure-filled
hours That preceded the deaths of
Ryan and four other persons, in-
cluding Examniner photographer
tFreg Robinson.

- They said that despite a posi-
twe reaction by Ryan to the rural
enclave, Jones and his key aides
became increasingly disturbed by
the presence of the congressman.

journalists and *“concerned rela-

tives” of temple members.

“They had paranoia,” Garry

said. “Jim Jones and the others
were victims of the highest form of
paranoia.”

The mien said the seeds for the
~violent confrontation at the airstrip
‘were planted by an apparently
staged attack on Ryan by a close
Lconﬁdante of Jonmes, whom Lane

*identified as Don Sly.

As the delegation was prepar-
ing to leave Jonestown for the
airstrip and the flight to George-
town, thev said. Sly grabbed Ryvan
from behind and brandished a
knife. He was wrestled away from
the lawmauker while Jenes watched
calmly. (

supgestions to summon police| T
have the feeling he had made a

Lane said Jones jgno;ted

rrecision“' the lawyer said.

Jones was disturbed that some
4 members of his flock had ex-
pressed a desire to leave the
mission with the Ryan group.

As the group prepared o leave,
Lane said Jones made a remark
that apparently presaged the fatal
shooting that was to follow. He said
Jones stated not all the defectors
really wanted to leave, but rather
intended to take action against
temple enemies.

“We know there are people
who are leaving because they love
the temple and that they are goit]g

killings. He is identified as former
Ukiah residerittafre“John Layvion,
who the lawvers said had expresed
a desire to leave the temple with
the others.

group had left the mission. Jones
said his congregation was intensely;
unhappy with the visit.

“He said feelings were running
l high because some of their friends
were forced to leave and because of
the conduct of some of the media,”
Garry said. '

The lawyers said Jones then
summoned the entire mission to a
meeting and asked Garry and Lane
10 go to a far end of the compound.

Lane said Jones sent the man
who hadsri=kte knife Rvan along
“to act as a guard on Garry and

f0 shoot on the sireet or on tlie'

lame,” Lane quoted Jones as sat'-
ng.

Guvana police hg\'e,_a;msxgd
one man in connection with the

"

Garrv said after the Ryanf[

~ Sah Francisco news co

myself. I got the point quickly.”

Lane said the knife-wielder
later was replaced by two othgr
armed men who told him, “We 'I'e
all going to die now.” 7

“And they were smiling.” LqLe
said. “They were not sarcastic. They
looked genuinely happy to me.
They were very, very peaceful.”

He said he told them someone
should be spared to report the mass
suieide to the outside world, so they
allowed him and Garry to escape.

Lane said he had been told a
tub of poison was carried to the
meeting site hefore the mass sui-
cide. The lawyers said they saw
young men carrying automatic
weapons and ammunition towgird
the meeting place and heard voiles
on loudspeakers talk of the diEl{[\\
of death.

It was as the vwo men fled that
the firing began. Lane said he
counted 85 bursts of semiautomatic
weapons fire, and as they went
lthrough the jungle they continued
ko hear the firing and the screams
( f adults and children.

Garry and Lane had been
anxious for reporters to see Fe
Guyana colony firsthand.

“Go there, talk to anyone ypu
want,” Lane had said at an Oct. 3
nce. :
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Spectal te The Tribune

Goor zeiown, Guyana—VPeople's Tomple leadyr
Jim Jovros veas Bishop Jones to the poopls hore ar}d
a moaorious man who rarely visited tns aity §f
700,000. T

Itis voice, heard over a weekly radio bivadcast,
was betior known.

But ¢ven so, there wae nothing in what he said
to propere the peeple who called him Bishop
Jenew— o {or that mait - the rest of the world-—for
the «come of horror he left behind him vesterday.

“We are still trving 10 understand why it han-
modl,” said powspaper editor Moty Smith Jast

L “It 15 shocking, shocking. We regard lifc ve
highly here.”

In Jonestown, the agricultural commune Jonest
estabhished in the busiv 120 miles away, Dr. Leslic
Nonten, a Guyanese paitliologist, was conductiug a
post-moricm on Jones' body, found in the small
wooden bmlding where he lived. The strucrure is
not rauch higper than the dorms where communce
niembors slept, Smih said.

Tle was dead of a bullet wound to the right
1emule — ont of the few to dic of a gunshot wound,
Sruth said.

His wife's body lay beside his.

Apparently Jonzs shot himselfl after he led his
followers through their ritwal suicide, Smith said.

Outside, in front of the mecting hall, a galvan-
ized tub sull held the fruitade laced with eyvanide
that killed the culr {ollowers.

The bodice of men, womia and children lav yo
g klv inrovgenoot the clearing that the sceae was
bizoarre, Smnth crxd It was at ence ranimseent of
what Allud ey, found in Hisler's conccontration
da-2nn ae the endd of World War IT —- and stranecty
0 nekeod as hearne somoeone had hasuly flung
I:mrs ol ciotiune on the provna to dgeandor the

JOE LU
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._’___‘j_{gm badivs swere in the brush surrounding the
ind the cuh followers had workod w0 hatdTo dear
and culuvare.

But two vwhe remained rhr compound dhir-
ing the mass soscde sumvid, Smth said,

An old man nanwd Grover Davis rao and g g
the bush arouad the Foople's Tvmple compuuud

’—— —a

An old woeman, Hyvacinth Prash, was ofi in ber
home when the moass sicide was taklung plage, and
staved alive sinply by stayivg sl

Seven others escaped by fiecing into the junule
aronnd the compound. They were tound by Guyana
soldicrs withi tveo miles of Port Kaituma, near the
airsitip where Congrissnian Leo Ryan and four
others died S rturday. How many others escapad the
same way b, unknown, Smith said.

The badics of those who didn't lav everywhele
— black and white alike, voung and old, sprawidd
carclussiv v here they had {allon. With the cacedr
tion of those w ho ficd, nune seemed 1o have revok-
ed in (ke face of the suicide rirual, Smoth saud. They
had lined up, taken sheir drinks, and died, perhaps
within five minutes.

Guyanvse pohee recovered some $1 million in
currency and checks in the cowmpound, he said, and
at lcast 14 automatic rifles.

The office thar Yones maintained here in
5 Georgetown was locked.

"
“But he was rarely there” Smith said. ''He

¢ would alinost always sund in a chap below hime 1o
* do hus work in Georgetown.” -

. Durmg Jons' radio broadeasts he spoke aboux
the work the commune was domg,
: “He painted a very good picture,” sovd-afvivh.

.
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‘ following to suicide only after
w7 By Jim Willje e
Examiner City Editor rate piot to kill every -member of
. Rep. Leo Ryan's tactfinding party.
GEORGETOWN, Guyana — Vi-
Odell Rhodes, a 36-year-old

sions of hell; . .
teacher, said he slipped away after
® The babies were the first to the killings began. Here is his
die, the poison administered to tiny  description:
mouths through special bottles.

® In the green valley that was
Peoples Temple, a carpet of corps-
€5, still dressed in finery for the
congressman’s visit,

together and said a loyalist had
been planted among a group of

1temple members who had decided
. . to leave the mission with Ryan and
® Wives and husbands, par-f his party of reporters and relatives.
ents and children, locked in final |
embrace, joined in the five minutes
it 100k for l1he cyanide 10 take hold.

Jones said the infiltrator would
flv oft in a large plane carrying
Ryan, his staff and media repre-
sentatives. Once airborne. the loyal-
ist would produce a handgun and
kill the plane’s pilot.

® The evil shepherd of this
fanatic plot lies like a ‘ghastly
centerpiece — the Rev. Jim Jones,
shot to death, perhaps by his own
hand, perhaps not.

. The crash of the aircraft would
wipe out all of the temple’s freshly
departed visitors.

+ Detail work of this nightmare
plinting is quite simply beyond
belief. U was described yesterday
b} Cbarles Krause, a Washingfon
Post reporter who visited the re-
mains of Jones' agriculfural mission
a5 a representative of journalists
gathered here.

As Jones spoke, word arrived
from the airstrip at nearby Poin
Kaituma that the scheme had gon

wrong plane, getting into a second,
smaller craft, instead of the one
reserved for Ryamn’s group.

|

He apparently realized his mis-

Authorities counted at least 405 take and opened fire when both

bodies huddled closely together in
a tiny, open-air pavilion that had
served as the settlement’s commun- 4
al meeting ground. :

ple members, who had bidden at
‘| the end of the airstrip.

“You could not see the) Ryan and four others were
! killed, but several persons escaped

" ground,” Krause said. "It was liter-| .\ "o hrych

y ally covered with bodies.”
i

- ' ari is, nced
Lying on a stage before the Hearing this, Jones annou

dead. his head soaked with bloed, to his following: “The time has
was Jones himself, flanked by his| come to meet in another place.”
wif¢, Marcelline, and one of the
ctuple‘s seven children. It appeared
Jones had been addressing his
ithful as they took their lives.

The poison was prepared.

f

r Apparently three, inciuding
Jones, died of hullet wounds. The
test followed their leaderfa.,_t,mal h
command “to meet at another & Htie sq
place” by drinking Kool-Aid'spiked %0 shoot-te-Hyuid into the infan
with poison. s

. motths. One mother proteste
M
One of 12 known 5§

urvivors of
the death ritual said Jon’é{%’ﬁ

. learning of THE Tailure of an elabo- -

Jones called his congregation

, awry. The loyalist had boarded th. -'

irt bottles e used
wirt piuid ts' Security checks. The checks had

when_it was her child’s turn, but
was shouted down by other mem-
bers. :

“That’s what father wanik,”
they admonished, referring ito
Jones. )

Adults rose from among their
fellow believers when it was their
time to be served. walked up to the
,vat, drank their dose, and then
] returned to their places on the hard
ground.

IF It took five minutes for the
potion to work. Convulsions would
set in first, then the members’ eyes
would roll up.

Helping serve the liquid was a
temple doctor, wbom Rhodes iden-
tified as Lawrence Schact. Rhodes
said Schact asked for a stethoscope
as the suicides were going on, and
Rhodes was dispatched to find one.
He said he never turned back.

Said Krause: “Many of |the
bodies had blood from the nostlils
and foam at the lips.” :

e ——

The dead members — stili
dressed for Ryan's visit in colorful
shirts and dresses rather than their
usual jean overalls — had not been
moved when police investigated the
scene yesterday, 48 hours after the
suicides.

\

planes still were grounded, trigger-
ing more gunfire from other tem- !

Rhodes said temple members
'in Guyana and San Francisco had
‘been planning a ritualistic mass
islaying for months. When the code
“words, “White Night,” were broad-
cast from Jonestown, memhers in
San Francisco were to begin the
self-executions.

{In The City, cult members told
reporters gathered outside the tem:
ple gate that radio contact wit
Jonestown had heen lost Saturday!

The lethal purpie liquid was | the day of the massacre.)
brougbt cut in a large iron vat.‘
With the help of nurses, the Kool
Aid first was administered to lm--.l

Police found more than death
in the isolated jungle settlement.
They discovered an estimated half-
millior: dollars in cash and bunches
"of envelopes filled with Social

4 Dbeen sent to temple members and
~ thefl TUTTIES over to the temple~—



Maria Katsaris, said to be
Jones=-fistress, was iseevered
dead on the bed in the teader’s
house with another woman. She,
like Jones and another unidentified
person, had been shot to death. A
dozen other bodies also were in the
house, the victims of poison.

The settlement’s water supply
had been poisoned with fertilizey.
All the dogs, numbering in the

hundreds, had been killed, along
with a pet gorilla they called
Mugsy.

Some 80 passports were con-
fiscated at the camp, indicating
bundreds more temple members
have yet to be accounted for. 5

Police said todav they had
accounted for 36 survivors, count-
ing those found in the surrounding
jungle and those members in
Cleorgetown.

3

. One theory being circulated izf
t!&at another larger group of hodies!
may be rotting somewhere in the\.
jungle, a group that for some
reason was herded away from the
others to die.

Still unctear is whether Jones
died by his own hand. C.A. Roberts,
assistant commissioner with the
criminal division of the Guyana
National Police. said the leader was
shot by a gun that apparently had
been pressed against his nose.

In Georgetown, Jones' son,
Steven, 19, said he hated his father.
e destroyed everything we lived
13 A

; lnbd worked for. He bas discredited
ialism.” :

™ The younger Jones said lhe
suicide victims may have been
‘-triczﬁ-ﬂ?}o thinking-the.pgison

routine wa¥% a “drill.”

Associated Press

AR LAY penn ,

TRUNK FULL OF PASSPORTS; MUTE TESTIMONY TO MASS DEATHS

Guyanese medic covers face before

entering area of carnage
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STEVEN-JOMES, 10
Father ‘tricked’ cult
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By Matthew Navthons
Special to The Chronicle
Copyright 1978, Chronicle Publithing Co.

Jonestown,
Guyana

; It seems impossible that tl'e
- vast area of prone bodies could |
_anything but {riends sleeping $

gether under the stars,
1

« Men and women lie together,
arms linked, faces down. Obedient
children lie next to their parents in
Seeming sleep, amid a scattering of

-

toys.

{:., Only when the wind shifts does
We horror seep inside. I simply

(»fannot be real, and one wonders
* when he stepped through the look-

Ting glass.

Everywhere is silence. Speak-
ing above a whisper seems som

|

]

how gravely sacrilegious. Columils

of troops,— perhaps 150 in all -

patrol the tents and buildings with- .

out a sound.

Death here is total. No dogs
bark, all were kitled, their bodies
mingling with those of the humans.
The pet ape, Mr. Muggs, lies shot to
death in bis seven-foot-high cage.

Most of the dead lie in a

semicircle inside Jonestown’s main |

Jneeting hall. Near the throne of
their leader, the bodies lie piled so
deep the ground cannot be seen.

On the walls are colorful mahs
of Guyana and its South Americijn
neighbors and painted signs o
brotherly love.

“Love one another,” reads one.
Twenty feet from the Rev. Jim

Jongs’_chajr at the front of the
roo% eand a 15 ga;ion artim

| An Eerie Visit to Jmesi'dwit
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tell‘ much of the story. Inside the
drimris 2 purpie fluid, scattered
around its base are tep empty
potassium cyanide bottles and
scores of paper cups.

The table is tilied with doze
ns
of empty Demerol and Valjum vials
Balf drawn s [

dried alcohot swabs. Chloral hy-

drate and Thorazine fill out
] th
L-J-bles:de pharmacy. ©

It took about five minutes to
die. Valium and Demerol were

- apparently injected first to sedate |
- the faithful. A cup of cyanide’

would then steal the oxvgen from

the red blood cells and the taker:

- would sleep forever.

As night falls, Jonestown takes
on a heightened air of unreality.
The jungle fills the void. Shril
animal shrieks and whistles drift in
from the thick, black rainforest
that borders the town.

The soldiers are on edge. The
avthorities, unnerved by the night.
want no civilians in Jonestown..
Leasi of all they want a reporter. At:
nlght, anyone could be an assassin
n;' ving hack inside from the jun-
ghe.

The soldiers carry automatic
rifles. The officers wear 45-caliber
pistols on their hips.

After a brief look at the
meeting hall, 1 am assigned ap

»armed escort and walked off to a
;dormitory. Also assigned to0 the
dormitory was a team of civilian
pathologists newly arrived to con-
duct autopsies  on Jones and his
high associates. .

1The barracks previously
.housed about 100 women. Personal
elfects lie scattered across the
néatly made bunks and on the
floors.

The contents of a half-open

purse lie spilled across a mattress.’
Photos of a smiling biack ‘child are
- scattered on the floor. * . .

Whoever had left 98 Yiours

earlier_bad ohviously leftdm-agront. . -

hurry.

yringes lie in heaps of |

How many, had fled from
Jones' cyanide vat was hard to tell.

" Qurvivors say Jones failed to notify

U S. officials after the deaths of his
followers over the months — allow-
ing him to continue to collect and
deposit their social security and
other government checks.

This may explain whﬁar{'y of |
the people unaccounted for have
not been found. -

But the soldiers also say that
they could pass within 20 yards of |
any survivors In the jungle and]\,|
never see them If they were too
frightened to call out for help. - H

Monday night, no one was able*
10 sleep. The soldiers lay bolt awake
in their bunks, holding their weap-
ons, staring at the walls, The
unexpected arrival of an army
helicopter signaled an early and
welcome chance for me to depart
before the night was over.

Upon landing, a squad of sol-
diers arrived at the barracks and
drove me out of the compound to
the small airstrip at Port Kaituma.
On the way we passed four hungry.

kittens that bhad somehow survived

the ritual of death.

At the airstrip, the family of
Patty Parks was waiting for the
next plane. -

Dale Parks and his two daugh-
ters, Brenda, 18, and Tracy, 12, had!
been at the Port Kaituma airstri

fon Saturday when Parks' wife!
/| Patty, 44, was shot and killed alon

with Congressmah Leo Ryan, San
‘Francisco Examiner photographer
Greg Robinson and two NBCTV

. journallsts. After the shooting start-

ed, the surviving famlly members
crawled off Into the jungle and
slept in a swamp until soldiers
arrived to rescue them.

During Ryan’s visit, the entire
family pleaded to be allowed to
leave with thé congressional panyy

“They said they had been lured (o
~Jenestown by colorful brochurds

and pictures. Once there, 4
?:;und it impossible to leave.

Despite the death of his wife,
Parks said he was gratefwbsfop

Ryah's efforts.

“It was the first time that
someone showed they carel,”
arks said.

. Standing in the darkness, the
amily was still shocked and scared.
'he soldiers tried to console them,
telling them there was nothing to
WwOrTy about now.

“That's what the congressman
said when we left Jonestown,”
Parks replied. :

Also standing on the dirt alr-
sirip was a Guyanese air force
major who had met Jones over the
past months.

“He always wore sunglasses,”
the major recalled. “I only saw his
eyves ance, when he took them off,
and he looked like that man frojn
Californta, what was his name .
uh, Manson.”

The plane arrived, we boarded
and rose out of the jungle. We took

" a fIna!l look back.

From 1500 feet, Jonestown tru-
ly appeared the dark side gf the

MO0 g
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Polsor mixed with gepressants killed many of these

Texidents of Jonestows chown from an serial view, .. § ;D
t ‘ The Washington Post

Suicide Brew Contained Washingion Star-News

ﬂl D . Daily News (New York)
[ ] . : ‘

g ‘ ls The New York Times
. lx Of ru S, O 0"* The Wall Street Journal

GEORGETOWN, Guyans, Nov. 22 (UP1)—Autop- The Atlanta Constitution
Performed by Guyaness medical examiners today The Los Angeles Times

Iplv drank at the Rev, Jim Jones’ order was laced et .

with & variety of depressants, tranquilizers apg deadly A I M

polson, ' C : Date
Toe autopey showed the ingredients, blended ina

Buge caldron filleg with grape flavorad KEool-Aid, in-

eluded thorazipe, a sedative; demerol, a painkillar;

Phaerengen, an anth-histamine that pPromoles absarb-

tion of subsiancgs inte the blond srstem; thalium, a

with tyanide poisoning, ang Toay have been used to

trick the faithfyl intg betieving they were oplv re. 39\,
. Bearsing their own deaths. '
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BLANKETS CONCEALED LAYERS OF CORPSES

By Jeremiah O’Leary
Washington Star Staff Writer

GEQRGETOWN, Guyana — Large
numbers of bodies in the mass
suicide-murder at the Jonestown cult
colony originally were overlooked be-
cause they were under blankets sepa-
rating tayers of corpses,

“Near the center of the pile of
bodies near the assembly hall, they
were three-deep in some areas,’
Capt. John Moscatelli, an Air Force
spokesman, said last night.

“They were in layers with blankets
between them. There were bodies

hidden under other bodies and the
discrepancy was not readily appar-
ent. We planned to handle 400 bodies
and suddenly we were faced with
double that number,"" he said.
~ “We started with the bodies in the
perimeter around (the Rev. Jim)
Jones' assembly hall, where the
great majority of the bodies lay be-
cause the corpses were less dense at
the gutside.

“But as we worked toward the cen-
ter, there seemed to be many more.
At that point, Col. William I. Morgan,

See GUYANA,AS
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: . Continued From A-1
the task force commander, stopped
all work and we did a recount. As we
came toward the center of the cluster
of bodies, we realized there were
many more than we had been told.”

THE NEW DEATH toll announced

esterday was 776 Americans and
our adopted Guyanese children in
the mass suicide-murder. ‘

The much higher number was
radioed to the U.S. Embassy here
from troops of the U.S. graves regis-
tration detail werking among the
bloated cadavers at-the isolated jun-
gle colony where Jones' followers
assembled en masse to drink cyanide
poison. - . - ,

Informed sources said that U.S.
troops had found 370 more bodies at

the aF.ricultur'a! colony. This raised
1

the official death toll from 410 to 780.

U.S. military and diplomatic offi-
cials said last night at a press confer-
ence that when the joint task force
arrived here Tuesday, the official
count of dead had already been pro-
vided to American military units in
the operation. They said that when
U.S. troops first looked at the Jones-
town bodies, there was no indication
that there were more than 410, the
nur;lber first given by Guyanese offi-
cials.

-*So we have spent all day trying to .

find additional body bags and caskets
to bring in here in a reasonable
time."” : .

.STEPNEY KIBBLE, the embas-
sy's press officer, said no Americans

were involved in any of the early

body counts. But he did acknowledge
that consular officers had gone out to
Jonestown to make a survey.

Officials said they had no idea how
‘Guyanese officials made their {irst
count, but they said the situation re-
flected the fact that the bodies of
smaller people and children at the
bottom of the piles of corpses were
not visible until the U.S. graves

Tegistration team began unstacking

.. them in order to obtain a more accu-

rate count.

“The body. count provided us by
the Guyanese is no indication of bad

faith or an attempt at cover-up,”

Muscatelli said,
“In addition, we have no reason to
believe that any of the new bodies we

“have found were killed by gunshot
wounds or foul play. The task is-

wearing and distasteful, but we will
do the best we can,”” he said.

The original disclosure there were
many more bodies came as U.S. offi-
cials had been reporting that the
number of dead already moved from
the commune in body bags and sent
back to the United States in military
transport planes had reached 279.
Officials were then predicted that the
task of shipging the bodies home
would be finished by tomorrow.

BOTH U.S. AND Guyanese offi-
cials had said they were baffled by
the existence of 803 U.S. passports
found at Jonestown while only 410
bodies had been located in the six
days authorities have been working
among the piles and rows of dead at
the colony started by Jones here four
years ago.

Reporters who have been to Jones-
town all through the week were
frankly skeptical of the embassy's
unexpected announcement that 370
more bodies had been found at the
commune and of the circumstances
surrounding the discovery.

Many newsmen have seen the
bodies every day, in increasingly
maloderous stages of discomposition,
and some said frankily they did not
understand from their own examina-
tion how an error of such magnitiude
could have been made in an area not
much larger than a football field.

All along, Georgetown has been
rife with speculation there might be
another mass grave in the jungle
near the colony or that some uséless
or untrusted members of the Peoples
Temple might have been eliminated
by Jones over a period of time prior
to the mass suicide-murder.

THE PQISON DRINKING order
was issued by the sect's leader
shortly after some colony members
murdered Rep. Leo J. Ryan, D-

Calif., and four others at the nearby
Port Kaituma airstrip. =~ -
Hope had been fading in the past 48

“hours that any of the estimated 400

commune members accounted for as
either dead or having escaped the
mass suicide, would be found alive in
the dense forest surrounding the
colony, located about 150 miles north-
west of Guyana's capital,

However, Minister of Information
Shirley Field-Ridley and Police Com-
missioner Lloyd Barker had indi-
cated there was some reason to be-
lieve there were survivors who might
have fled into the bush to take refuge
with the Amerindian aborigines who
live inthe area.

The surprise revelation by the U.S.
Embassy, authorized by Ambassador
John Burke, caused Guayana’s
Deputy Prime Minister Ptolmey
Reid to delay a statement yesterday
to the National Assemby. When Reid
made his short speech, he acknowl-
edged that there had been further
discoveries at Jonestown raising the
total to 775 — flive fewer than the
Americans say have now been found.

REID'S STATEMENT was in-
tended to rebut charges by political
opposition parties here that the
Guyanese government was culpzble
for permitting Jones to establish a
state within a state, to bring in many

. lirearms, and to operate one large

ship and two smaller vessels appar-
ently without government controls.

He appeared to suggest that a
woman member of Jones group and
her three children possibly were
murdered here. The previously ac-
cepted version was that she had slain

- her children and then herself.

Turning to accusations of lax
Guyanese security in the area, Reid
said government records show that
only four licenses for firearms were
issued to Jones' commune. But he
added that Guyana's present infor-
mation is that there was a serious
breach (because about 100 weapons
were found). He said the persons in-
volved in bringing in the guns may
now be beyond the reach of Guyana's
justice, )
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'Desolate Scene Discovered

At Ruined Jonestown School

By CAREY WINFREY
Special lplheNeI York Tumes

JONESTOWN, Guyana, Nov. 27— 1t
is a slmple structure, little more thana
tin roof supported by wooden posts, 12
by 40 feet in size. 1t stands just off
Cussy Lane, across the way from Mary
McCioud Bethune Terrace and down
the street from Sojourner Truth Apart-
ment. i

Baby plantain trees are planted
around it, though some are wilting and
will no doubt die from having been u
rooted. Even before you saw the black-
board with the stars drawn In chalk, or
*“The Human Body' textbook or the
sign that reads, “Don’t Be a Litterbug,
Help Keep Our Classroom Clean,”
you'd know what the little structure {s,
Or was. It is not much of anything any-
more.

How Long to Live?

Now, uptumed chairs and papers
and clothes are littered everywhere.
On the mud-packed floor, color snap-
shots are scattered. There must be
more than a hundred of them. The peo-
ple in the snapshots are eating, posing,
sitting and smiling. In one of them, a
straiﬁht-backed woman hands a phono-
graph record to a man with a stiff
smile. On the back of the snapshot,

someone has written, *“Gave him one of
our records. Pastor Stevens. Baptist."”

There are phonograph records, too,
on a big table near the blackboard.
Judging from the white paper bag on
which her name is written, they be-
longed to Diane Wilkerson. One of the
records, recorded in Barbados by
Teddy Wondell, is titled *Time Will
Tell On You.” The title of the song on
the other side is.-““How Long Will I
Live?"

It may have been a happy classroom.
On a card tacked to one of the posts are
the words “Music and Dance’ and a
hand-sketched picture of a smiling
woman. “Lalala,’” she is saying. .

Other pictures are displayed from a
string. The pictures are drawn In pas-
tels and crayon and are signed by the
young artists. Nicky drew a fishtank.
Sonya drew a small dog and called her
picture “Puppy Love.” Jennifer's pics
ture is almost all in vellow; it deplcts
an enormous sun rising over a moun-
tain.

Near the children's plctures is a sign
written in a more mature hand: “Look,
Listen, Learn.”’ But around that admo-
nition, in children's handwriting, are
other phrases. ' Jonestown is a place of
peace.” “Be good to those around
M.QI

‘New Mathematics’ Taught

There are more than a dozen les

of ““Success in Spelling” and more than
a dozen more of “'New Mathematics for
the Caribbean' in a white box not quite
as large as a footlocker. And there are
many dozens of Guyana Exercise books
in the white box. From these we learmn
that the teacher’s name was Margari-
ta. From the lesson books we also learn
that in addition to spelling and mathe-
matics, Margarita taught Russian lan.
guage and history, handwriting, social
studies and current events.

“Soviet Forelgn Minister Gromyko
spoke of the problems of strengthening
peace in the world over Soviet T.V.,*
someone had written in a small hand in
one of the books. Another contained a
list of current “Disco Hits."

Margarita, or someone in authority,
liked slogans. On almost every post a
card bears some message: *Your Attis
tude is So Loud 1 Can’t Hear What You-
re Saying,” and “Black is Beautiful™
and “Forbes Burnham, P.N.C. — We
Must Have Unity.”

Assortment of Items

Beneath this slogan, a second table
contains an assortment of items: a pair
of red suspenders, three small, rusty
“Marine Band” harmonicas and a
ringed notebook on which *“'For
Snoopy,” the Charles Schultz cartoon
beagle, sleeps smilingly on the roof of
his doghouse.

There is a child's baseball bat on the
table, too, with one end badly chewed,
apparently by a dog. Next to it is a book
one would not expect to find in a class-
room. It is called “A Dictionary of
Gambling.”

Next to that is something eise that
does not belong in a classroom. A pair
of oversized orange rubber gloves left
behind by someone frpm the Graves
Registration unit. .
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Assoc. Dir.
‘ . . - Dep. AD Adm. _
. Jonestown Now Dep. AD Inv.
(. Axst, Dir:
A Ghost Town AinSer
, Crim. Inv.
Ident.
For Scavengers et
GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AP) — Laborotory
American soldiers completed the ‘ Lego! Coun.
risly task of removing bodies from Plon. & Insp
goneslown yesterday and unofficially R A
determined that 910 persons, 500 ec. Mgnt.
more than originally estimaled, died Tech. Servs,
in the mass suicide-murder, U.5. offi- Troining
cials said. Public Alls. OFf. __
They said this was a preliminary ublic Als. OH.
final count but approximately ¢tor- Telephone Rm.
rect. Director’y Sec’y

The count leaped from 408 to at
least 775 Friday when searchers first
realized that many bodies had been
: stacked atop each other. Then yester-
! day, State Department officials in
. Washington and at Dover Air Force
{ Base, Del.,, where the ‘bodies are
I heli[ng sent, got word of the higher

1oli. : ’

It was beginning to appear that
few, if any, Jonestown residents re-

_mained unaccounted for.

THIRTY-TWO survivors had
emerged from the jungle around the
- agricultural settiement after the bi-
zarre death rite a week ago Satur- -
day, and 46 more were at the George-
town headquarters of the Peoples
Temple sect at the time.
Searches have produced nn indica-
tion that any others escaped and
remain in the dense jucgle around
Jonestown, 150 miles northwest of
Georgetown. State Department law-
yer Michael White said in Dover that . -
41 “The newly discovered viclims
were found in the camp clearing and
not in the jungle. The last of the

bodies was flown out ol Jonestown . The Washington Post

yesterday afternoon. Washington Star-News _7 - "
Two of the survivors have been for- Daily News (New York)

mally charged with murder, how- y News [Rew Yor

ever, and will continue to be held in The New York Times

GeAt){gJelowr:. A ) ) . The Wall Street Journal

oneslown, American troops in

surgical masks and rubber gloveps re- The Atlanta Constitution

moved the last of the badly decayed The Loe Angeles Times

bodies of the sect members, called to

their deaths by the cull leader, the ' ]

Rev. Jim Jones'. “'The time has ‘ R 7

come for all of us to meet at another Date

place.”

. The camp’s medical team had
doled out lethal doses of cyanide poi-
son. It was administered to infants
and force-fed to some adults who re-
sisted, bul most took it willingly, .
survivors said.
Journalists who visited the site
yesterday said it had the agpearance o
of a suddenly abandoned ghost town, =<
—

See GUYANA, A-B
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with laundry still on the lines and
spades sticking out of freshly dug
garden ﬁlols. Scavengers, mostly na-
tives who live in the jungle around
the settlement, were looting the
cabins, taking bedding, pots and
other items, they said.

AT THE DELAWARE air base,
which houses the Air Force mortu-
ary, specialists were trying to iden-
tify the bodies and prepare them for
shipment and burial. ' .

Eighteen FBI experts at Dover
were checking fingeprints at the rate
of about six bodies an hour. Army
Maj. Brigham Shuler said it will take
“*much longer’’ than the two or three
weeks originally estimated to finish
the airlift, identification, preparation
and shipment of the bodies.

‘T'he State Department said no fur-
ther partial lists of victims will be
released, but a full list will be pro-
vided when all of the victims who can
be identified have been and next-of-

kin are notified. A list of 170 tenta-

tively identified victims was released
last week. ,

A spokesman said the fina! lists
will not be issued soon because of
identification problems and expected
trouble in locating survivors of some
victims.

THE SECOND man formally
charged in conpection with the week-
end of violence was arraigned yester-

day.

éharles Edward Beikman, 43, of
Indianapolis was charged with mur-
dering four sect members at the
cult’'s temple in Georgetown.

The victims, identified in court
records as Sharon Amos, 42, and her
three children, Martin Amos, 9,
Christa Amos, 7, and Liane Harris,
21, were found with their throats cut
the day of the suicides. Earlier it was

reporied that they, too, commited
suicide.

Details of the alleged murders
were not available,

Last Wednesday. Larry Lavion 22,

of San Francisco was r
r -
alif —three newsmen and a defect-
ing member of the cult,

They were gunned down on & jun-
gle airstrip, apparentiy on Jones’
orders, after visiting the settiement
to investigate reports of abuse of set-
tlers there, most of whom came from
California. The suicides apparently
took place about an hour later.

Two other sect memhers were
taken into custody for questioning by
Guyanese authorities last week, but
no charges have been announced
against them.

The next court appearance for the
stocky, blond Beikman, a sect mem-
ber for 20 years, will be Dec. 4 in
Georgetown. Layton will appear
again Jan. 15 at Mathews Ridge, the
court nearest to the gite of the air-
strip ambush.

Conviction of first-degree murder

_#n Guyana is punishable by hanging.

4lthough there have been no hang-
imis since independence [rom Britain
in 1965,

AIR FORCE Capt. John Mosca-
telli, the spokesman for the U.S. joint
task force in Guyana, has explained
that an initia! body count of 408 was
provided by the Guyanese govern-
ment. He said American troops
realized Friday. after finding some
bodies three-deep, that the estimate

®was much too low. The count of 810 is

unofficial but shoyld be close to the

. final figure, he said.

Moscatelli said it was possible that
someone had rearranged the bodies.
There were blankets between some
layers of bodies. -

QOdell Rhogeg, 38, of Detroit, gpe af
v

.l.llz_s.nw_g.u_lmm‘l.hz_nnmig. said
sect members were falling and dying

in various positions when he fled.

> J
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}f Assoc. Dir.
s AN T . Lo .\ P A LN = P o DQP.AD Adm._
JONESTOWN FIRSTHAND =+ T e Al
‘ Asst. Dir.:
. ‘ : Adm, Servs.
Actuality of Death Gone Crn in.
‘ Ident.
! ’ - Intell.
~ but Feel Is Everywhere . Lobrot
: 1 . - . Legal Coun, __
; . BY JERRY BELCHER = Plon. & lnsp.
L Times sunm_ L7 . Rec. Mgn‘t.
JONESTOWN, Guyana—Fifty-iwe  horrifying. The old people’s stuff—an expensive chrome Tech. Servs.
of us flew into Jonesiown Monday 1o wheelchair over there, a blonde-wood cane here—that's Training
see first hand what we had been re-  devastating, too. ‘ Public Affs. O
rting and writing about second  There's a notebook. My first impulse is to grab it and N —
and for the last week—the death read it. But that seems ghoulish and I hesitate. Telephone Rm.
scene at the Peoples Temple settle-  On the other hand, it may be an important document—it Directar’s Sec’y ___
ment. may conlain the secret of Jim Jones, what made him what

The actuality of death is gone now  he was, what gave him the power of death.
—the Jast of the 910 corpses removed I grab it and read. :
some time last Saturday night—but It is only neat, precise lecture notes, apgarently kept

the stench is everywhere, faithfully day by day: “Aug. 30. Chinese Chairman Wu
And the presence, the feel of death (sic) is talking to the Shah of Iran while the capital is on
is everywhere. strike.” -

So are the artifacts of the political- “Sept. 5. Somoza's time is short-lived. . .” )
religious cult created and then de-  “Sept. 16. The rise of fascism in ltaly . , ,» - i
squyel\? by t'lt‘::sl;;r Jim_ Joxées: b %t gole:s on and on like that : ;o
ew ent in Spanish; a ick up a letter. It is written in a girli ined, '
perback bfok a}Ma}nélns}g Soc;':: l.hrtIeI_o;e-hSoIg binder paper. girlish hand on lined,
eory”; empty vials of drugs; a “Hi, Sherry,” it begins. “I was really glad and surprised
of bright, expensive-looking drums; a to hear from you. I'm so glad that thi A
clutter of deadly crossbpws. . * for you," d glad things hn_v'e Worlﬂ?u b
Then, scattered and jumbled in the  [know I can't finish reading that one.
middle of the compound, under the  T| try one more, a printed form, obviously distributed -
corrugated aluminum roof of the ¢cen- by the temple.
tral pavilion where mast of the dying "“My Message to the Pastor Jones,” it is headed.
was done, are the pathelic possessions  Then, on ruled lines of the pin]lge sheet in childlike hand-
R 7 writing, without punctuation: “Dear Pastor Jones: 1 am
e s, s s Mickey Mouse Uhankful to God for all the love you send forth o ones
doll, forlorn and stained. Here, a throughout God's great warld.” At the botiom, beside the
crushed baby bottle, the nipple Printed words, “My Offering”is this: . .
askew. A couple of feet away, a small Here is My Offering 1o help with your beautiful Agri-
blue piliow, the indentation of the cultural Mission in Guyana. e

head of its tiny owner still evident. After that the writer scribbled, “$27.77.” ,
The smell is stomach-wrenching The v{““‘“‘“’“ Post
by the pavilion, more concentrated Washington Star-News
than inlfahe rest o{;ptgae(hcamp %ﬂt {gﬂ Daily News (New York)

can hold your breath, or breathe The New York Ti
through your mouth, and live with it. € New Tork Simes
So1stay and look. - The Wall Street Journal

+ The kids’ stuff is the worst. The The Atlanta Constitution
3&? li.l‘ld small shoes of children who The Los Angeles Times

R e

. all of the adults, di ere for w

. they believed in. But surely, not the Date NOY 28 1578

i kids. They didn’t die with Jim Jones

i because he exhorted them to.

They died because someone —their
parents, a doctor, a purse-—pumped
peisen into them with a needle,

The kids" stuff is worse, but it's all

FBi/DOJ



The sender gives her addresss as Richmond, Calif. -~
1 move on. .
Just outside the pavilion are the crossbows, five or six of
them. A stethoscope is tangled in with the weapons.
The single arrow, with a razor-sharp point, is fired into
the bank of an overturned wooden bench. :

. Did one of Jones' lieutenants fire the arrow at someone
who refused the cyanide drink? Or was it fired later by &'
Guyanese or an American soldier to see how the crosshow:
worked? Another of the Jonestown questions that never
will be answered. ,

' Groups of reporters are being shuttled from an airstrip
at Matthew's Ridge, 25 miles away, and there is a schedul
to keep if we are to get back before dark. o

" One of the two dozen or 50 Guyanese soldiers guarding
the death camp urges me to see what must be seen, and
get back to the helicopter. He emphasizes this point by

- shifting his grip on a submachine gun.

I get the point _

A Jaundry, a cook house. In the laundry, bags of un-

_washed clothes. :

¢

Staggering through ochre-colored mud toward what ap-
pears to be a warehouse, | find a survivor: |

A tiny, scrawny Kitten.

Two Japanese journalists discover the kitthen at almost
the same time. One shoots 10 or 12 pictures of the kitten.
The kitten locks hungry, mews pathetically.

The photographer grins. He's made some nice pictures.
We move on.

. On the back stoop, just beside the warehouse, about 30
yards from where the cyanide potion was distributed last
Saturday, is a cardboard carton with a flap torn open.

The carton contains hundreds of packages—not of Kool-
Aid, the drink that has been reported as used in the cyan-
ide drink —but of something called “Fla-Vor-Aid

Similar to Kool-Aid, but not Kool-Aid. I've come across
8 big scoop. )

I pocket a single envelope of the stuff. I feel guilty be-
cause I've become a ghoul and a looter, and I put it back.
Then, once again, I pick up the envelope put it in my pock-
eL. - -

Why, I have no idea. )

Later, I discover there is other life in Jonestown beside
the kitten and the soldier and the newsmen.

In a garden beside a wood-frame house—a barracks, or
an apartment—a small, healthy-looking pig is rooting con-
tentedly. Not far away is a black duck. )

Why should anyone take note of a kitten, a pig, a duck,

“in a place like this? It is because they're alive—and that
somehow seems important.

The barracks or apariments are named efter famous
'glack people, one of them fictional: “Gene Pitman Gar-
:dens.” : ‘ P
' The others named after historical figures are “Mary Mc-
Leod Bethune Terrace,” “Harriet ’Iﬁ:lulln‘man Place,” and
“Soujourner Truth Apariment” They are all neatly built
structures, but evidently not the principal housing accom-
modations.

Several hundred yards away are about 50 smaller cot-
tages, each about 12 by 20 feet, all also neatly built. They
are {reshly painted in pastel colors—green, blue, pink and
beige. Another reporter gels a peak inside one, and says
there are a dozen bunks in the place. *'s,

The cottage said 1o have belonged to Jones js about 100
yards away from the central pavilion. It is perhape twice as
large as the small cottages, but certainly not a palace.

Like nearly all the others, it has been sealed by Guya-

nese soldiers or police. But on the smali veranda, stuff antd
junk is littered about. . N

Feeling no guilt at all, now, I knee! and go through tt. 1
find several plastic gyringes and a number of botiles of
drugs —Pentedine, Pentothal No. 1 (aren't these trut
grﬂums?) Thorazine, Valium (tranquilizers) and morphin

ate.

There also are lot of books and tablets and newspapers
most of them radical or Marxist.

Now, one of the soldiers is moving us along toward th
heliport. In 10 minutes, we are airborn again.

From the air, the jungle clearing in which Jonestown i
buiit seems to be about the size of a smali-towr: munici
golf course. From the air, it looks peaceful and alm
pretty.

And in the air, moving away from Jonestown at 154
m.p.h. the stink of death is suddeniy gone.
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{Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

. ) . Unllegﬁmmahonal
The instrumenﬁ' : Adults used the syringes to spray cvanide-
mix down the throats of ghildren and animals, then swallowed their
own fatal doses from paper cups.
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At one of the one-room houses where Jonestown’s people lived, some muddy shoes of children had been Ilhoﬂ up on the porch to dry
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Narcotics
paved wa
1(or the
suicides

By Jim Willse
Examiner City Editor
1978 San Francisco Examiner

JONESTOWN, Guyana — Mas-
sive amounts of narcotics an
haltucinogenic drugs may hav
helped the residents of this People
Temple agricultural mission pry;
pare themselves for a ritual of mass
suicide Saturday night.

Crates of emply bottles of
Mrugs — including Thorazine, so-
lium pentothal, Valium and haloth-
jne, a narcotic lnhalant — as well
emptly, used syringes, were
found around the pavilion and
house where the temple leader, the
Rev. Jim Jones, and more than 400
of l,1is followers died.

Eight-ounce bottles of ThorIj—

zine, a strong tranquilizer, an
larger bottles of Thorazine conce)-

g¢pntaining cyanide-laced Kool-Aid.

lsed to ease the excruciating pain
of a cyanide death, officials specu-
jated.

Near one of the decaying
bodiee—all-¢f which lay this_magn-
ing in the positions in which they

ate had been poured into the vaiks

Y

The narcotics were probahly '

(IndlcaLe page, name of
newsapaper, cily and state.)
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dropped Saturaay, i saw a syringe
with-itstesfdle bent — as if it had
been jammed forcibly into the

person's arm.

Adjoining the open-air pavilich
here most of the suicides QF-
turred, there was a classroom tht
nad been converted Into a drug
emporium, with a picnic table
covered with bottles of yarious
sizes, their labels announcing Thor-
azine, sodium pentothal, Valium
and halothane. Most of the bottles,
which had come from Europe, were
-empty. |

Thorazine, a commonly used
tranquilizer, also has a sedative
effect and is used to treat pain and
nausea as well as severe psychiatiic
disorders. i

Sodium pentothal, a short-aeL.—

g barbiturate, is given by injec-

fion and renders the patient uncon-

scious in seconds. It is often given
10 people prior to surgery.

Halothane iIs an anesthetié gas
that Is used for many operations

because jt is potent and has few

side effects.

Pr. Lynn Crook, a pathologist
from Medical University of South
Carolina who was at Jonestown to
aid the Guyanese in inspecting the
remains, said It Is possible large
amounts of the drugs were used to
pave the road for the mass suicide.

Many of those who walked jo
the vats to partake of the cyanifie
(bmmunion
Jones, the mantbgy called “father,”

in the presence -of -

. may have hﬁﬂ%ﬂ‘%ﬂ the influence
of narcotics at the time, Crook said.

“They had plenty of -cyanide,
and any kind of narcolics you can
think of," Crook said. “Thev had
stores of narcotics and hallucino-
genic drugs. It was a total and
complete pharmacy — much more
than was needed 1o supply a
community thaf5% Or even the

© city of Georgetown (population 66,-
Q{Prosettmaan R el

« Dr. Crook did not name any
e hallucinogens found at Jo
Wi

*  Former temple members have
said that Jones was a heavy user
drugs. There were reports. ds well,’
that he wis serioush #1 and ‘was
using massive ;amounts of mor-’
paine. R e

. Jones body, the heaj soaked
with ,blvod frofi~a bullef wound,
still lay on’ thelstage in front of
those who accepted his invitation
“to meet in another place.”

Crook said that, when it }
moved, an autopsy will be
rmed, during which it could
.arned whether Jones was criticaj-

jli and under the influence 0

nareoties at theséme-eéhis death.
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On the scene at
one stown: a nightmare

L)
. Examiner City Editor Jim

Wiillse is the second newspaper
reporter to reach Jopestown. The
first, Charles Krause, was a pool
representative for other media.
Willse's report is exclusive to The
Examiner.

By Jim Willse
Examiner City Editor
¢ 1978, San Franciseo Examiner

JONESTOWN, Guyana — Mer-
cifully, at 4 o'clock, it rained. The
brief shower blotted the sun and

ceansed the air, but only for

njoments. There was then, again;

the stench of death. From the air, '

the bodies surround the Peoples
Temple meeting hall like some
crazy quilt at a county fair. The
clothes are bright colors, the dead
in attitudes of repose, as if they
suddenly would arise and admit_to

some cruel joke. !

But on the ground of Jon
town, the illusion is over. Thrt
days after Jim Jones led his flock w
slaughter, the dead of Peoples
Temple offer a scene almost be-
yond comprehension. “I've seen a
lot of dead people, in Vietnam and
{)ther places, but I've never seen

nything like this,” said Sgt. Wayne
balton, one of three U.S. Air Force
personnel helping the contingent of
50 Guyanese soldiers who by now
are doing litUe more than standing
watch over the carnage.

The rain over, the nightmare
regains full strength.

w ‘* * * 4

| The effects of the cyanide a\F‘d
lthe weather have rendered the
corpses grotesque parodies of hu-
man beings. The bodies are bioated,
bursting through their clothes, the
skin blistered. Most lie face down
but others fully face the sun. Arms
art Taseds frozen by rigorTmerts.
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Faces are horribly disfigurgd,
ghastiy fiasks with swollen tongues
and protruding eyes. The discolora-
tion is so great that it is nearly
tmpossible to distinguish black
rom white. Many of the bodies are
overed by bright sheets or blan-
ets as if the victims sought to ward
ff a chill while waiting for the end.

To the right of the meeting hall
is another corpse. Although its
features have been barely rulned, it
js more horrible than the rest. It is
the body of a small child, dressed in
a green Tshirt and plaid short
pants. The ravages of the poison
were unable to remove the innoc-
ence of the little girl's face.

At the near end of the hall is a
fatal table: On it is a blue plastic tub
that still contains portions of the
letha] Kool-Aid. And next to it are
empty brown plastic gallon bottles
of cyanide.

| “m&B Laboratory Chemicals — .

.pitassium cyanide,” the label says
miatter-of factly. .

The floor is covered with corps-
es. Yet the hal] still contalns signs
of happier days in what visitors had
called an earthly paradise. On a
stage there are speakers for electric
instruments and TV and a sign that
advises. “Where the spirit.of God 15,
there is liberty.” | . :

back on the wooden boardwalk is
he corpse of the mad preacher)
The torso of Jim Jones is 50 swollen
.t has burst through his red shirt.
55 once-handsome feaiures are
arely recognizable. . '

B
Behind the bandstand, on.his]il

£ .

The corpse of Jim Johes lay
apart from the others, in 2n atti- .

tude like none of his foliowers: His
. arms extend like some obdeche
) Chl‘iﬁl, Af“' E
* LA

'

*

|

A half-mile away_{rom the
meeling hall stand-the one-room

houses where the residents &
Jonestown lived. There is a sense ¢f
unreal quiet among the pastej-
colored homes. Doors open, laundr
is still on the line. It seems that the
residents have stepped out, that
they will return in a few momems.
This was the Jonestown "that’ 50
impressed its visitors. Homey tough-*
s Jike bright curtains and painted’!
f[.rshing',les make one forget the trve’.
h‘ifate of the inhabitants.
. Coom S
On one porch. there are muddy -
-shoes, small and large, placed there
1o dry. The sounds of a soldiers
radio is jarring. Sunflowers {[nd
marigolds, small bapana trees and
avocado plants have been carefully
planted next to some houses. And
in the center of a path sits a solitary
dog. . '
. *

~

*“"'" * Tt \

The scene around Jonestown.ts
like a small Vietnam. At the airsiftp
six miles from the world Jones
created and destroyed, government
soidiers in fdtigues mmﬂshort‘wd‘g_
, radios apd nervously glance “irjlo
the perimeter, as if expeclinguéi;
tack from some vestige of 1

slaughter inside the mission.

Suddenly, a message ‘comes
from ‘the mission: A soldier has
beep shol. By whom?

There is a rush to the single
government helicopter. Three po)-
diers, heavily armed; aré ‘ts-
' patched, one holding 4’ gredsegun
" in his hand and steadying a pot of'
rice in the ot.he;_A—, Rrod gg{'eﬂ_%nd!
food for the pegrie: igside. : '

Minutes later, the vellow chop-

per lands on a field adjeining the
Jones compound. The wounged

3
i

" medit administering to his woind-
ed leg.

- goldder is carried by stretche\{. a
|

/

There has been no attack,
however. A colleague shot the
unfortunale recruit by mistake. -



- I
m
N §
j ¢

hall, wherp death was dote

Bodies covered the ground around Jonestown’s community meeting



0-19 (Rev, 1-27-78)

Aissoc. Dir.

Macabre _Scene
At Camp Shows
Suicide Details

By Jeremiah O'Lesry
" Waskimgtos Siar Balf Wiiter

GEORGETOWN, Guyapa — Cir.
cling repeatedly over the tragic vil-

ge of Jonestown in a light plane,
the overwhelming impression one
gets is of a county fair with bundreds
of people waiting to get in to one of
the exhibits.

But then the reality ecomes
through, a fact the mind almost re-
fuses to believe, that none of the 405
Ezople are moving and all of them

ve lain there dead for the past five

dl%s.

he members of the Peoples Tem-
ple cult look almost eolorful from the
air in the varied red, biue and yellow

shirts they were wearing. The con-

trast of color is especially marked
because the agricultural-religious
community where all of them died
from drinking & cyanide and Kool
Aid punch is surrounded in every
direction by unrelenting grees rain-
forest,

Dropping lower over the scene, the
real horror of what took place last
Saturday in the mass suicide ordered
by the Rev. Jim Jones almost bog-

gles comprehension.

SOME OF THE dead lay in piles,
almost all of them on their faces,
heads toward the throne-like chair
where Jones apparently shot himself,
fis wife and his mistress through the'
bead with a pistol.

Others had linked hands when they
took the poison that was dictated by
Jones in s ritual that had often been
rehearsed. There were several of
these macabre circles. Some ap-
pearsd 10 have passed away whiie
giving one another a final embrace.

It seems as il several acore of the
cultists had staried 1o run when the
effects of the poison seized them and
were lying on pathways, between
rows of the vegetables they grew and
elsewhere in the colony.

_ Strange to say. there were no Csr-
ton birds atteropting to feed on the
bodies of the dead, and officials who

' SeeCAMP 24

Kec. Mgnt.
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have been working ~emid the al.
.most overpowering s .h have said
the jungie animals also bave given
the Jonestown village of the dead a
wide berth.

Even the flies that are normally
drawn to such mass catastrophes
seemed o be avoiding this four-year
old community so suddenly over-
taken by the dark will of their fanatic
feader.

JHERE WERE SOME curious and
-jne=plicable things to see at Jones-
" town, which is still aimost exactly as
it was when Jones issued the call for
the " “White Knight” mass suicide
rite. -
Apparently some of the settlers, al-
most all of whom were from Califor.
nia. had poisoned their dogs. Some-
ne also had fired a [atal shot into the
head of the colony pet, a chimpanzee
named Mr. Muggs. Searchers found
the 1ape dead wm his 20-foot-high
wooden cage. . ) :
But three brightly colored
macaws, brilliant In blue, yellow and
red plumage perched on clotheslines
and fencing as if nothing had oc-
curred. In nearby fields. cattle and
pigs continued to rool and.graze,
unconcerned by the presence of the
monumental panoply of death.

From the twin-engine Islander

lane, one-could see the community’s
oudspeaker on the roof of the mssem-
bly building from which Jones issued
kis last orders to'his fanatic follow-
ers. The pilot refused to land because
he feared disease.

Most of the dead had flocked to the
eating hall, with walls of wood and a
bright silvery tin roofl, to obediently
swallow the jethal concoction. Some
of the ‘'dead had used hypodermic
needles instead of drimking the
cygnide-punch and one man had the
needle slill embedded in his arm
-when the first outsiders reached the

scgne.

»

CLEARLY VISIBLE is the sawed-
off oil drum in which the dark mix.
ture had been prepared for the last
gesture ordered by their leader. Scat-
tered beside the vat were containers
for the fruit powder and bottles con-
taining the deadly cyanide poison.
Many of the dead had cups from

- which they had drunk the brew lying
beside them.

- Authorities believe that the Peo-
rles Temple victims of their own be-
iels probably were heavily sedated
either before drinking or that the
tranquilizers were mixed into the paoi-
son. Officials have found more than
4000 bottles of tranguilizing drugs
sdch as Valium, Thorazine and Dar-
von.

No one knows with precision
whether the drugs were part of the
daily lives of the Jonestown colony or
whether Jones dispensed them as
part of the mass suitide he had fre-
quently required his followers to
practice.

To this n © five days alter
Jones made his 1) decision, it still
is not known whether the colonists
thought they were going through
another rehearsal or whether they
knew from Jones' own lips that their
lives were about the end by their own
hands. '

SO FAR AS is known, Guyanese
police and soldiers have not yet found
anything resembiing a final written
declaration by the man who domi-
nated the lives and the deaths of
more than half of those who believed
in him. No one knows yet whether a
more detailed search of the death
camp will turn up a last will and
testament from the charismaitic
leader whose 6wn son, Stevan, has
testified was growing ‘increasingly
paranoid about the outside world.

Circling ever jower, the full horror
of the tragedy became obvious be-

. cause the poison victims had swelled

to nearly twice their mormal size
-ynder the unrelenting tropical sun of
Guyana. ohly six degrees north of the
eguator,

Men assigned 1> retrieve the
bodies reporiedly were being forced
1o puncture the corpses with knives
ito release gases 5o the cadavers
would fit in body bags.

In an airplane. one is spared the
awful odor of decomposing human
flesh. It had become impossible with
the naked eye .to detect men from
women or black from white in the ra-
cially mixed farm colony because of
the distortion and distoloration tha!
comes with death.

-



s i el

Al o,

THE UNREAL IMPREL “"ofa
tidy and weli operated farm  age
was enhanced by Jonestown's gomi-
sant structure: an artistic, paneled
tower standing three stories high and

.lopped by the square, whirling blades
"’?,L'h” might have been a windmill
but aciuslly was the wprk of one o!
;‘111‘. splpny’s aﬂists. N
[
«woluntary mady. suicide. the orderly
rows and circies of she dead were
T mute testimony W the control that
- the sei-styled “Bishop” Jones exer-

.. ¢ised over most of his peaple.

~_“But sl of them did tot respond 10
Jones' firai call oo the lowdspeaker.

© Two 'g‘lderiy persons, Byacinth
Thrush, 76. and Grover Davis, 79,
-both of California, did no! respond to
Jones' announcement that “‘White
‘Knight” was about to begin. The
_ woman was ill in bed and Davis hid
* ‘Bimsell rather Lhan drink the mix-
ture. Both are gow in Guyana
General Hospital here in a state of
shock.

An gnknown number of others who
were working on the outskirts of the
community appsarently fied into the
nearby jungle, either frightened by

~the 75 or more gunshots thal were
fired in the last moments of the com-
munity's life or because they may
have seen their companions dropping
to the ground after drinking the poi-
SONous mixture.

-

Whether, it was ritua! murder of
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PORT KAITUMA, Guyana—When
the Rev. Jim Jones learned Saturday
that Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif.) had
been killed but that some members of
the congressman's party had sur-
vived, Jones called his fo}l]lowers
together and told them that the time -
hagd come Lo commit the mass suicide gg&';;;geg‘?ﬁt'y";”g :{ate_,
they had rehearsed several times be-
fore.

3 “They started with the babies,” ad-
M ministering a potion of Kool-aid I=1 LOS ANGELES
: mixed with cyanide, Odell Rhodes re- TIMES
called Monday when I revisited LOS ANGELES, C.

sight of 405 bodies—men, women and -
children, most of them grouped
ound the altar where Jones himself
ay dead. (Later reporls put the
known death toll at 409.) .

Rhodes is the only known survivor

of Jonestown who witnessed a part of
the suicide rite before escaping. He -
was helping Guyanese authorities
identify the dead. -

Most of those who drank the dead!
tion served to them by a Jenestown
octor, Lawrence Schact, and by
nurses, did so willingly, Rhodes said.
Mothers often would give the cyanide
their own children before taking it Ba—
emselves, he said

- But others who tried to escape
ere turned back by armed guards

ho ringed the central pavilion pae: 11/21/78
here the rite was carried out,

hodes said. They were then forced Editicniesday Final
Arink the poisoned Koal-aid. apd
ortly after that the mass kiliings
Title:VICTIMS /CYANID]
Character:

or
’ o Classification:

s Submijting Office:
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an Rhodessaid -~ T o ! The_assajlants returned to Jonestown and r
bgﬁh just got all out of order. Babies were screaming, chil-of the hearing of lawyers Mark Lane and Charles garry
dren were screaming and there was mass confusion,” hewho had stayed behind, that the congressman was dead
said. ) iput others had fived. Il was then that .Hl)nles1 artmt.)]unced
i i iately to Jones-
It took about five minutes for the liquid to take its final :Ei}n?;l :;e%'_sa{l?l?;?ﬁ;n lfﬁ;,:ﬁemﬁe"&"f; themy Ryan had
effect. Young and old, black and while grouped them- poen kijled and that there would be “trouble.”
selves, usually near other family members, often with wwarye all got 1o kill ourselves,” Jones told the crowd,
%ﬁ]{hir,gls around qne another, waiting for the poxsop according to Rhodes. One woman, Chrisline Miller,

' protested, Rhodes said, “but the crowd shouted her down.”
They would go into convulsions, their eyes would roll . Monday, a stilled Jonestown looked much as it must
upward, they would gasp for breath and then fall dead, have moments after the mass suicide ended two days ear-
Rhodes said. ' lier. The bodies were “;ih?(l-e Lhe)é had fallelrln, the hatl){-emp-
All the while, Jones was talking to them urging them on, 1y vat of cyanide-laced Kool-aid was still on a table near
e)cplaj:ling thaeL t]?e';'eswoalsd "meegt in anomergplgce," Near the altar in the pavilion. The faces of the dead bore the an-
the end, Rhodes said, Jones began chanting, “mother, Suished expressions of their terrible deaths.
mother, mother”—an apparent reference to his wife who More than 390 of the bodies were grouped around the al-
lay dead not far from the altar. tar. They were so thickly bunched together that it was im-

Y . ible Lo see the ground beneath them.
Of the community members who died, Jones and two posst : ; <
others were shot rather than poisoned, according to C. A. Even the dogs that lived in Jonesiown had been poi

X : < soned and now lay dead on sidewalks near the pavilion.
ﬁg?jedg.y the cf}nef Guyfmgse police official at Jonestown The Peoples Temples pet chimpanzee, Mr. Muggs, had

. , . been shot dead.
Another who was shot was Maria Katsaris, whose broth-|  In Jones' house, approximately 10 others lay dead. C.A.
er. Anthony, had come with Ryan Friday (o try lo per-| Roberts, the Guyanese police commissioner in charge of
suade his sister o leave Jonestown. Anthony Katsaris was

| : investigatimg the killings, said his men were “finding new
one of those badly wounded during the Saturday airport| nodies in isolated places” throughout the Jonestown com-
massacre that left five dead and 10 wounded. :

pound.

' The scene was guesome. The bodies, which had been on
Rhodes said he fled when the doctor said he reeded afthe ground for almost three days in the muggy climate
stethoscope. Rhodes velunteered to go with a nurse to thefhere, were beginning to bloat. A Guyanese doctor was sent
infirmary, about 300 feet from the open-air pavillionfin Monday to puncture them because it was feared many
where the suicides were being carried out. ouid burst open before today, when U.S. army medical

Rhodes said the armed guards let him through with thefteams were scheduled to arrive to begin identifying and
nurse and he hid under a building when she went into the|shipping the bodies back to the United States.
doctor’s office {or the stethoscope, Roberts said that, so far, the only non-Americans found

At 7 pm., when it seemed that the mass suicide hadlamong the more than 409 known dead were seven Guya-
ended, he left his hiding place and walked through the jun- jnese children adopted by the Jonestown community.
gle to Port Kaituma, a few miles away. E As Guyanese police officials continued their search of

1t was Rhodes, according to Roberts, who gave the first Jonestown Monday, they discovered more than 800 Ameri-
hint to Guyanese authorities that hundreds had died in the pan passports, cash, checks and valuable jewelry and me-
mass suicide. Rhodes said he had hoped to reach Guyanese kal, including gold.
officials in time to stop more persons from being killed. ‘ The most perplexing question left to be answered was

Rho'~< also recalled Monday that shortly after Ryan$he Whereabouls of the approximately 400 Jonestown res-
and his party left Jonestown, Jones told his followers that jdents who have not been found, either dead or alive.
Ryan's plane was going Lo “fall out of the sky.” j There was speculation that hundreds fied to the jungle

The plan, according to Rhodes and other information And simply had not found their way out. There also was
made available late Monday, was that one of the defectors, Another Lheory: that some of the Jonestown security men
who really was a plant on Jones' orders, would shoot the jook hundreds of the commune's residents to a remote
pilot of Ryan's plane after it left the Port Kaituma airstrip. [Jrea possibly to be shot.

The person apparently chosen for the task, however, ) Lending some support to thal theory was the fact thal
boarded the wrong plane and started shooting before it e body of Tom Kice, one of those believed to have been
was off the ground. Two passengers in that plane were %ngomﬂmen who attacked Ryan's parly, has not
badly wounded. pes ) . .

According 1o Dale Parks, a bona fide defector from! Also, lawyers Lane and Garry, who escaped into the jun-
Jomestown who was aboard that plane. the man who did fl¢ When the killing began, reported Monday that they
the shooting was Larry Layton, a U.S. citizen who so far is freard scattered screaming and shooting. :
the only person under arrest here in connection with any| According to several of the Jonestown residents who left
of the violence. with Ryan on Saturday and survived the attack at the air-

Lrip, residents of Jonestown had gone through several re-

In addition to the man sent to infiltrate the defectors anghearsals for a mass suicide.
shoot the pilot, Jones took the extra precaution of ordering. The procedure even had a name. When Jones decided
a group of his followers 1o go Lo the airstrip in a tractor and that his church was finished, he had told followers here he
traiier loaded with guns, 1o shoot whoever was not aboard would send a coded message to his church’s other head-
the congressman's plane. The clear intent was that every- quarters in Georgetown, Guyana, and San Francisco that
one who had gone to Jonestown with Ryan was jo be kill- they should join the Jonestown faithful in taking their
od ‘ el

“div
- ! ';gey were o wail for the words “white knight.”




VAT OF DEATH—A tub that contained Kool-Aid
mixed with cynanide rests on wooden sid
JonesTown near the bodies of victims.
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“The Temple's |
Rehearsals for
Mass Suicide _

. By rs .
Chromicle Correspondent

Andrews Air Foree Base, Md.

When we were waiting in bopes of being rescued from Port Kaitdma

Saturday after the death of Congressman Leo;J. Ryan and four others in

our group, we¢ were told that a mass suicite was about to occur at

Jpnestown. ’ )

],’ And we were also told It was to be only the first chapter in a terrible
regn of carnage.

! The members of the Peopie;
' Temsple cult who survived ty

attack at the air strip with

described how they had once gon

through a week-long “rehearsal” of
their mass suicide.

And they were informed. they
said, that not everyone would die.

|
L

Jim Jones, they said, was sup
posed kg stay alive, and so were }

. But Jones' planned role in this
horrible scenario ended, of course,

with his death.
And pow the authorities face
the dif! task of screening the;

slirvivors — seeing which ones ary
22nuine fugitives from Jonestow
ahd which are bent on perpetua
ing the kiliing.

! The identities of at least four
; members of the efite guard are
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known to authorities. They are the
three.gun:nen who staged Satur-
day’s attack at the Port Kaituma air
strip, and also the driver of the
tractor and flatbed trailer that
terved as the base of the assault.

All four are Americans, whose
riames are known by the FBI, and
. also by several other federal agen-

‘cles that bhave been investigating
‘the Jonestown situation.

While we were waiting out that
Saturday night in the jungle, fear-
ful of a renewed attack, the rernain-
ing fugitives from People’s Temple
told how members of the cult had
been put threugh suicide “tests” in
the past.

They would be given small

. cups of liquid that they were told

. was poison, they said. And they
-ould be instructed to drink up.

" Then they would learn it was
- only a test.”

) b
The recent week-long suicide
rehearsal described to us as we
waited was even more bizarre.

We learned that Jones had told
his followers that ‘‘people were
coming in to kill us.”

All the adults in the colony

. were stationed along the, eastern
perimeter of the colony — along

the road to Port Kalturna — armaed -

wfith machetes they used for cut-

- tipg jungle growth. T o

The children were piaced in
wooden dormitories, with a.ce_tylene;
tanks at the entrance. oA

It would only take a moment|
for a guard to turn the valve. light’
and

the gas and burn the buildings
the children inside them. LR

q

“Kill as many invaders as yot

n.” the fugitives quoted Jones a}.

faying. {58

“And then gslit your own
~ throats witli Your machetes.”

‘Jonestown when he ‘asked
gressman Leo Ryan to help

ar i

. .

Guards were stationed at cldse-

intervals to kill anyone %ho faLied ‘

to_kill himself, we were told.
continued: .

 The episodes went on for six
nights and seven days. Each time.

the settlers would be pulled away
from their posts, ordered back o~

the central meeting hall for a loilg .
harangue from Jones and the
abruptly, he ordered back.

]

“We were all prepared.,” we
were told “Some of us believed
.Jonestown was going to be at-
‘tacked. and the rest were too.

§cared 10 question the orders.”

‘. .'l:'he paranoid fear of the re-
. maining refugees waiting with us
for rescue grew during the night,
and even the presence of Guyanese
troops and rescue planes was not
enough to reassure them, v
" Only the most severely wound-
ed, like Vernon Gosnev, who had
left his five-year-old son behind;in
n.
im
escape, were carried off to safet.

The others were too frightened
by the previous day's attack to dare
attempt the flight. -

:l."hey told us that Jones had
warned he would have sharpshoot- '’

ers at Temehri International Air-

h
port outside Georgetown to shocF_
them down and kill them. - N ﬂ!

We had no idea what happened‘
to them until yesterday.

1n fact, we lost sight of some of
them fmmediately after the attack.
i oae
2o fbommy Bogue, 17, who was
wearing only red basketball shirt
and trunks, sweat socks and sneqk-
ers when ie climbed on the trqﬁl;
that ok Ryan and the rest of ui
the air strip, vanished into lme
jungle as soon as the shots were
fired.

The story of the rehearsal - thev

We' were vehewtd 1okarmthat
Bogue and the; rest, were “found,
near the air strip W™ Huvancse.
troops who led, thent to Lﬁe s,afutg;

et looking SR
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The d&ad off Port Kaituma runway: from left: Congiessman Leo Ryan, Don Harris, Greg Roﬁ'nnn; Patricia Parks and {rear
Brown. Chronicle reporter Ron Javers was standing between Harris and Brawn when the shooting started
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onestown S tory — Sio
rew Ugher With

ach Chapter

By Lecnard Downie Jr. R
‘Washingion Post Forelgn Servies

GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Nov. 25—
‘Now, finally, the enormity of the
American tragedy that one week ago
shattered the tropical isolation of this
tiny nation on the edge of South
America is known,

"More than 900 bodies, a much la.rger
pumber than anyone¢ here had feared,
have been removed from Jonestown,
the agricultural coloty of Jim Jonas
Peoples Tempie cult that for nearly
five years had been a little-known out-
post, reachable from here only by
water or air, in the dense rain forest
of northwestern Guyana, .

The story of these macahre deaths
began with the ambush murder of a
AI.8. eongressmen and four of those
‘accompanying him in the jungle. It
grew in increasingly ugly chapters

throughout the week until the final

revelation of the almost unbelievable
-number of bodies lying In layers
. throughout the colony that was to
kave been utopia for Jones' followers,

The bodies had bloated and rotted

in the bumid heat as the week drag-

ged on. There had been diplomatic’
confusion over whether to bury them
there or return them {o the United
States. There had been logistical prob-
lems for the U.S. military task force
finally ordered to airlift them out of

the jungle, And, just Friday, there -

had been the stunning shock of dis
covering more than twice as many
dead as the estimate of 400 that every-
one had lived with for almost a week. .
The bodies had been bunched so
tightly together that the ground eould
not be seen—bodies of men, women
and children, bodies of hlacks and
whites, bodies of several bundred eld-
erly residents of Jonestown, and bod-
ies of small bables, many born there,
The dead had fallen roughly within
a circle into which they had been
crowded by armed Jonestown guards
around the altar of an open-air central
pavilion, 1t was tbere on sc many
other nights that Jones had held forth
for hours—never preaching about

God, but exhorting his followers to

Ereater productivity in the fields,

warning of conspiracies by enemies
plotting to invade and destroy them,
and then preparing them for the
“white night” when they would all
gather around him to meet death.

There had been many rehearsals,
say the few survivors. At least once a

week, sirens would awaken Jonestown
late at night and the commune’s 5¢ or
so heavily armed guards would move
from building to building, rounding
up everyone for another meeting at
the pavilion. There, Jones would tell

them they were about to be attaeked -

from the jungle and should be pre
pared 1o die. . - .

On more than one occasion, it was

a dress rehearsal in which everyone

was ordered to drink a small glass of
red liguid they were told contained
poison. When they did not die, Jones
praised their loyalty but told them the
day would come when the ponson
would be real.

The *“white night” rituals, as well 1.8
everyday life in Jonestown, were ex-
amples of group psychology run wild.
Some Jonestown residents did not
have the same blind faith in ‘the in-:
éreasingly paranoid Jones as his most
fanatical followers, or as the many

elderly whom Jones called “my sen-

jors” - and warehoused in tightly
packed barracks that one of last week-
end’s visitors, lawyer Mark Lane, com-
pared to “a slave ship.”

Some of the doubters tried to es
cape. But they were tracked down by
security guards and punisbed by
forced labor on chain gangs, conflne-
ment in a three-foot-high punishment
box or drugging with the sedative
Thorazine, according to some of the
Jonestown survivors. The drugs re-.
portedly -were administered by an
idealistic young doctor from San
Francisco, Lawrence Schacht, who-
was attracted to Jones and his work
with the underprivileged in Califor

Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm, ____
Dep. AD Inv.

Asst, Dir.:
Adm. Servs

Intell,
Laborotory
Legal Coun.
Plan. & Insp.
Rec. Mgnt. _
Tech. Servs.
Troining
Public Affs, QFH.
Telephone Rm.
Director's Sec'y ____

Ultimately, survivors sald, Schacht
was to brew the mixture of Kool-Aid,
eyanide, other poisons and tranquiliz-
ers administered under emotional du-
ress and at gunpoint to the more than
900 residents of Jonestown last Satur-
day.

This deed, which followed the kill-
ing of Rep. Leo J. Ryan and four oth-
ers, has shockedd the world. But actu-
ers, has shocked the world. But actu-
of a surprise. Those few Peoples Tem- :
ple members who had managed to
leave and many relatives of those who
were still in the fold bad long been
campaigning to have the cult exposed
in the American press and Jonestown
closed down by the American govern- -
ment.
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Tales of repression in the cult had
been aired by the media in California,
where Jones recruited and trained
most of his followers. He leaves a
larger installation in San Francisco.

- The State Depariment In Washington
and the small U.S. Embassy here also -

had been inundated with complaints
and questions from parents, siblings
and children and even grown grand-
children: of Jonestown residents.

But it all was to no avail. Whatever
else he was, Jones was a smart, charis-
matic man who had a genius for
group psychology, propaganda, poli-
tics and diplomacy.

When a U.S. consular officer made
visits to Jonestown this year to inter-
view residents whose relatives had ex-
pressed concern about them, hone of
40 to 50 he interviewed would admit
to being mistreated or confined there
or expressed a desire to leave,

The officer concluded from the in-

spection, according to the State De-

partment, that “the colony had made
alot of progress, that they had built
huildings., they had expanded they
seemed to be going ahead. There
seemed to be a lot of spirit in the col-
ony.”

Jones also retained civil liberties
lawyer Charles Garry to defend him
and the cult and asked the even bet-
ter known Mark Lane to represent his
interests when Ryan, a California
Democrat, announced earlier this year
he would make a fact finding trip to
Jonestown.

Lane informed Ryan before the trip
that “various agencies ot the U. 5.
government have somewhat consist-
ently oppressed the Peoples Temple,”
apparently referring to U.S. eustoms
searches of some goods bound for

. Jonestown and recent ipsistence by

the U. S. Department of Health, Edi

cation and Welfare that U. S. officials
here deliver Social Security checks
personally to retirees living in Jones-
town.

“Some of the members of the Peo-

ples Temple have had to flee from the
U.S.,” Lane told Ryan, “in order to ex-
perience a fuller opportunity to enjoy
rights which were not available to
them within the U.S.” .

This apparently also was the atti-
tude of the government of Guyana to-
ward the Americans who had settled
here and turned from jungle to a
thriving  agricultural “community
nearly 4,000 acres leased for a nomi-
nal fee from the government, which
had been encouraging development
and cultivation of its vast unpopu-
lated rain forest.

Only today, as the Jonestown death
toll climbed over 800 and the last bod-
ies were brought out in plastic bags
for shipment in aluminum coffins to

“:the United States, the official newspa.

per of Prime Minister Forbes Burn.
ham’s People’s National Congress
Party said in an editorial:- '

“That so many people should want
to leave the ‘comfort’ of the United
States to come and settle in Guyana's
hinteriand reflected adversely on the
American’ way of life. That they could
have done so successfully would have
caused great anger and dissatisfaction
in many quarters. ..”

Burnham, who has been prime min-
ister since before independence from
Great Britaln in 1966, only recently
won a referendum to postpone hew
parliamentary elections. Peoples Tem-

4

ple leaders, government officials ac-
knowledge, campaigned actively on
Burnham’s behalf, 5

Jones also helped himself here by
befriending Deputy Prime Minister
Ptolemy Reid, who was chosen by the
Burnham government to deliver its
statement to parliament Friday on the

 events at Jonestown and the govern-

*

ment's response. Since founding
Jonestown in early 1974, Jones had
met frequently with Reid, who flew to
the Jonestown site by helicopter with
Burnham’s wife the day after the bod-
ies were discovered there.

There have been reports in the op-
position Marxist press and accusations

" by opposition leaders that Burnham's

-, government knowingly allowed Jones

to evade customs on goods moving in

.and ouf of Jonestown by sea and to
- bring into Jonestown without permits
“perhaps 100 firearms, many of them

automatic rifles, and large quantities
of ammunition.
* “With regard to the possession of

. guns and ammunition by persons at

Jonestown,”. Reid said in his state-
statement to parliament. “Our rec
ords show that four licenses were
granted after applications had been
made _ . .

Even Rep. Ryan and his party of
aides, lawyers, newsmen and relatives
of Jonestown residents initially were
impressed with what they saw when
they were allowed to enter Jonestown
Nov. 17 after days of tense negoti-
ations here between Ryan and Jones
conducted largely hy Lane,

The buildings were numerous and
substantig), " the farm fields prod-
uctive, the evidence of modern tech-
nology visible everywhere in the mid-
dle of a tropical jungle. And, true to
Blakey's June 15 affidavit, the food
was good and plentiful while the visi-

" tors were there,

But while music blared, NBC news
correspondent Don Harris, & tall an-
chorman from San Francisco who was
wandering around the periphery of
the commune, was approached by in-
dividual residents who begged help to
leave.

While most of his party slept Friday
night on the floor of a bar gix miles
away in Port Kaifuma, Ryan  and
aides, along with lawyers Lane and
Garry, stayed in Jonestown Interview-
ing those who wanted to leave.

On Saturday, after he discovered

 that people were asking to leave,

Jones grew Increasingly agitated. His
responses to questions from reporters
were alternately combative, concilia-
tory and morose. He ramhled on
about betrayal and death.



{

Then, when an entire family of six
said early Saturday afternoon they
wanted to leave, Jones told Garry:
“They never stop. This is the finisb.
It's finished.” .

Lane, who had heard about drugs
and guns at Jonestown and rumors of
plans for mass suicide, said later he
* was worried at that point. But he
thought the solution was to persuade
Jones that Ryan’s visit had actuaily’
gone well and would help rather than
hurt Jonestown. g

Saturday afternoon, when most of
Ryvan’s party went to board the two
dump trucks that would take them
down thg rough dirt track to the Port
Kaituma sirstrip, Rvan stayed back to

- confer with Jones, Garry and Lane. It
was then that one of Jgnes' lieuten-
ants, grabbed Ryan from be-
hind and held a fishing knife to his
neck. Lane, the 69-year-old Garry and
Peoples Temple members helped
wrestle Sly away, cutting his hand
and splattering bleod on the congress-
man's clothes. -

“Does this change things?” asked
Jones, who had watched the incident
without moving.

Ryan answered that he had still
seen many positive things in Jones-

_ town but that his impression had been
changed somewhat by the attack.
Ryan was then given a clean suit by.
Peoples Temple members and he left
with the others while Garry and Lane
stayed with Jones.

When the group, including 14 defec-
tors from Jonestown, reached the
landing strip, Jonestown resident
Larry Layton, who had pretended to
be one of the defectors, boarded one
of the two chartered planes appar-
ently with the assignment to wait un-
ti! Ryan's Plane took off and then
shoot the pilot, knocking the plane
out of the sky. But Layton began
shooting too soon., wounding Some of
the Jonestown defectors aboard the
plane hefore being disarmed by ab-
other of them, Dale Parks,

Layton ran off the plane as four to.
slx other Jonestown gunmen ap-
proached in a tractor-pulled traller.
They shot and killed Ryan, Harris,
NBC news technician Robert Brown,
San Francisco photographer Greg
Robinson and Jonestown defector Pa-
tricia Parks, Dale Parks’ mother,

welve otbers were wolnded.

When the gunmen returned to
Jonestown, Jones Ordered Lane and
Garry put under guard.

Meanwhile, Jones apparently met
with the assassins and learned that
there were many survivors of the air-
strip‘ attack, The order went out to

" capéq. One woman, CRristine

<

the guards to assemble everyone In
Jonestown around the end of an open -
air pavilion where an altar was. Poi-
son was brought out in a large soup
kettle and put on the ground outside
the pavilion near the altar.

“We've all got to kill ourselves”
Jones told everYone, according to
Odell Rhodeg,one ones-
own resjdents who witnessed the be.
ginning of the mass suicide and_es.
iller,
“but the

protested, Rhodes said,
crowd shouted her down.”
The poison was given to the babies

first, Rhodes said, which woﬁld‘ ex'-"
plain why they were found Friday and

, today at the bottom of the piles of

bodies. The armed guards, many of
whom apparently also perished, pre-
verted the reluctant from escaping. A~
few did escape, however; by hiding
during the roundup before the sujcide

_ began. Rbodes pretended to help one
- of the commune’s nurses look for a

) mothey ..

stethascope back at the meédlcal build-
ing, then ran into the forest.

Lane and Garry slipped off into the
forest, from which they emerged
safely the next day. As they hid in the
underbrush, they heard Jones shout-
ing over the loudspeaker about the
“beauty of dylng. .. It's an important
part of what we’ve done .. . Let's not
fight among ourselves’ Jones finish-
ed, Lane said, by wailing, “Mother . ..
. mother....” -

Then there was sllence, Lane said,
followed by a series of gunshots.
Jones himself and at least two others
were later found to have been shot to
death, although it is not known exa-
ctly how or why. i

News of the airstrip attack and
the subsequent deaths in Jonestown
seeped out slowly.

After Rhodes reached the outpost of
Matthews Ridge, about 20 miles dis-
tant, to report the horror he had es-
caped at Jonestown, Guyana defense
force troops moved in by foot and
train. -
catastrophes came, palnfully, slowly,

Nothing was officially reported
about the hundreds dead in Jopes-
town until around midnight Sunday,
when an announcement was made by

the Guyana Ministry of Information.
By that. time, this capital already was

" being Inundated by American corre-

spondents eoming to report th.e am-
bush at the Port Kaituma airstrip.

On Monday morning, Minister of In-
formation Shirley Field-Ridley met
with the assembled reporters in what
was to be the beginning of & process
in which information about the twin
one little piece at a time, but always

. with great courtesy and cordiality..

The most important piece of infor-

. mation disseminated that day turned
out to be the most cruelly misleading

" _the estimates of just over 400 dead

in Jonestown based on a count by Gu-
vana defense force officers who dared

~ not touch the bodies.

That count, compared to the estk
mates of 800 to 1,600 people living in
Jonestown that nearly everyone pres-
ent there last week agreed on, left a
disturbing mysterv about where hun-
dreds more could be. Their relatives
still had hopes that they might have
escaped into the surrounding forest.

Only 32, including the Jonestown
defectors who survived the airstrip
attack turned up the first few
days, no one else emerged from the
forest after that, although a few more
Jonestown residents have since been
found on two of the commune’s hoats,
one upriver from Port Kaitume and the
other in Trinidad. A third boat is miss-
ing, :

Speculation spread through this city
about mass executions in the rain for-
est or, more hopefully, mass escapes,
planned in advance, to encampments
of the indigenous Amer-indians who
had been befriended by some Jones-
town residents. . ‘

The recovery of the dead 'in Jones-
town meanwhile was slowed consider-
ably by the necessity to fly them out
of the Jonestown area, where landing
strips could not accommedate U.S,
military cargo planes. At one point,
the U.S. government authorized the
Guyanese government to simply bury
the bodies here, but was told that Gu-
yanu wanted them out, probably so
that the cumbersome process of iden-
tification and claims by relatives
could take place in the United States,

The airlift flnally began Tuesday,
utilizing huge “Super Jolly: Green Gi-
ants" helicopters of the kind that had
been used to recover soldiers In Viet-
nam. US. military personnel dlscov-
ered early Friday that although they
had put nearly 400 bodies into plastic
body bags for transport by helicopter
and then cargoe plane to the United
States, there were still hundreds more’
bodies to go.
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There also was a local police inves
tigation under way. Larry Layton had
been taken into custody at the Port
Kaituma airstrip where survivors of
the massacre handed him over to po-
lice. Two other of Jones’ lieutenants,
Mike Prokes and Tim Carter, were ar-
rested by police in Port Kaituma
when they were reportedly found car-

; rying large sums of money. They were

>~

released from custody tonight.

There also were 46 other Peoples
Temple members in the cult's George-
town headquarter including a large

number deseribed as Jonestown segur-
ity guards and trusted Jones aides'.

It will apparently be left up to the
American government ultimately to
decide how to deal with the 76 Peo-
ples Temple members still here, as
well as the handful f6und on the two
boals who are still being questioned
by police, o determine which, if. any,
pose a danger to others among the
two groups of suryivors here or Peo-
ples Temple members and their crit-
jcs back in the United Stafes.
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Peoples Temple Death

From Frews Digpeiches

GEORGETOWN, Guyana — Unsus-
pecting American soldiers clearing away

' Jonestown’s field of death upcovered

“more and more and more” bodies
Friday, and the grim arithmetic showed ’
that at least 775 men, women and chil- -
dren—twice as many as first thought— -
_died in the mass sulcide-murder,-U.S.
‘officials reported- Yo - S HE
Many of the pewly discovered bodies
were those of children bidden beneath
the corpses of their parents, US,
Embassy officials said. They said the toll
:fht conlinue to rise as new victims

e e g p— o
RS PR s et

The discoyety was the tragic splution
to a puzzle that had haffled investigziors
since the ritualistic deaths first caime to
light last Sunday. When ibout 400 bodies

i grere reported Tound. It was thought then
pAbat humlreds of residents of the Peoples
sTemple camp must bave fled into ¢he

ing jungle rather than take poi- *

ap00 with the rest of the Rev. Jim Jones'
{ fanatical followers.

A Guyanese government leader said
Friday that, based on the death toll of
775, about 100 sect members remain
unaccounted for. '

A US. Embassy source explained that
it was not until Friday morning, after
three days of working at the camp, that
military search teams realized bodies in
one area were stacked in “several
hymﬂ ) . . v

The soldiers began clearing cut what
they thought would be the final group of
bodies, said Air Force Capt. John Mosca-
telli. “We got into an area on a different
side of the temple and found more and
more bodies . . . and we found more
and mora_and more” The "temple”
apparently refers (o the camp’s central

vilion, Lo fax

“We ynderstand - ,g;t;ere :etef‘a Tot
of ehildren,” said Exabassy spokeswoman-
Palricﬁoser. “Many children. were.
found under the bodies of their parents
and were pot counted originally.”. - -

Mascatelli said smaller adulls also lay
under the bodies of larger adults, and he
said as far as can be determined, the
newly found victims, like those counted
earlier, died by swallowing poison doled
out by Jones’ medical team.

How could some 360 bodies bave been
overlooked?

rria ™ kb peretiiil—v

“When we were out there originally,
there were bodies under bodies as we
were working, but we were working on @
total estimated count,” Moscatelli said
*“That count had been approximately 410
and we figured there may be a few more
hidden under other bodies.” o

The embassy source, who asked not to
be identified, said the original count was
made by Guyanese authorities and that
the American troops did not make their
own estimate once they arrived.

The source s2id no bodies were found
outside the camp’'s main clearing.
Moscatelli said there were “no indica-

Count Mounts To 775

.- . v Wae—¥s
tions” of any additional survivors [n the
nearby jungle. About 30 cultists who fled
during the communal self-destroction
ceremony have since emerged from the
wilderness. . =~ - -

But Guyanese Deputy Prime Minister
Ptolemy Reid said official records indi-
cate that 103 sect members remain
unaccounted for in Guyana. He told Par--
liament a “diligent search,” with US,
help, was being conducted, and that
some of these missing may have been
traveling inside the country at the timé
of the murder-suicide. :
. Moscatelli said that as of 1 p.m. local
time Friday, 485 bodies had been flown
by_helicopter the, 130 miles from Joues:

270 others were counted at the camp and
“more may be expected to be fornd”  :

The bodies were being loaded onto Air
Force transports and flown to Dover Air
Force Base, Del

Jones called his bizarre congregation
to its final gathering last Saturday after
members of the sect ambushed and
killed Rep. Leo J. Ryan, D-Calif., and
four members of his group, which had
come here o investigate allegatiops of
abuse of sect members. The Ryan party
was trying to escort some disenchanted
Jonestown residents from the area,

Three suspects are being held in con-
nection with that attack.

At the camp meeting, Jones told resi-
dents the time had come for them to die,
said sect member Odel) Rkodes, an eye-
witness to the suicide ritval.

Rbodes said the infants and children
were the first to die. -

They were led—many crying—to a
table at the steamy assembly hall, where
the commune nurse squirled cyanide
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down their throats with a syringe and
then gave them a grape Kool-Aid mix-
fure for a chaser.

“The first adult to die was a young
woman who went up with a baby in her
arms about 13 months old and had the
poison shot down her throat, walked into
a ﬁeld and sat down and died,” Rhodes

Many ol the deaths were agonizing,
Rbodes said, with viclims going into
foaming convulsions.

He said after the children were given
the lethal potion, the adults marched
past the nurse for their fatal dose. .

- They stood around talking in cltsf.e:s
and family groups while waiting for the
paisen to act, Rhodes said "Armed se-
curity gua.rds nnged the opén-air assem-
bly hall

As the assembly began to get panjcky
Jones, seated in an armchair, shouted
through a loudspeaker: “You must die
with digoity.” The cult leader was
“calm, not excited,” he said.

Rhodes said it took “4 to 5 minutes”
for the poison to kill.

He said Some resisted but were forced :

to swallow the poison.

The 36-year-old Detroit pative, who |
taught . crafts at the camp, said one |

womap named Christine Miller balked at '

taking the poison and Jones' followers
shouled abuse at her, calling ber a “trai-
tor.”

“She was stil] alive when I left, and I
think she probably would have rwsted "
he said.

Rbodes said most members took the
cyanide voluntarily. He szid earlier this -
week, however, that Jones posted a cor- |
don of armed men around the pavilion
where the suicide meeting was beld, |
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‘Smaller Bodies Found Under Larger ...’

By Leonard I"ownie Jr,

Warhingion Post Poreiso Bervice
GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Nov, 24—
» US. military personnel, (finding
;; ‘snaller bodies under larger bodies
" and children under those,” discovered
' today that as many as 770 Americans
7 died in Jonestown last Saturday when
cult leader Jim Jones led them to

" commit suicide.

! A week-old estimate of just over 400
l'

- bodies, apparently based only on a
rough count made by the Guyanese
"authorities, who were the first to
_reach the death scene last weekend
> and did not move the bodies. was
“found to be seriously in error” today,
ccordmg!.o a US, spol.esman When

A ——
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U.S. military personnel packing the
dead in plastic bags neared 400, they
realized there were many more to £o.

“The way all this happened was that
nobody fin the U.S., military task
force] stopped to count” when they
reached Jonestown early this week,
said another U.S. official. “But as they
bagged the bodies, they noticed the
pile wasn’t going down.”

“We simply began to discover more
and more and more bodies,” said Air
Force Capt. John J. NMoscatelli,
spokesman for the U.S. military task
force here.

“Under adults we found smaller
adults and children, and more small
babies than anticipated.”.

Most of the previcusly overiooked
bodies were found at the bottom of
what turned out fo be a three- and
four-deep pile off to the side of the
open-air pavilion. There Jones super
vised the distribution of the poisoned
Kool-Aid to followers herded around
him, encircled by armed guards. Jones
himself was later found shot to death
at the front of the pavilion.

Today’s uncxpected discovery was a
swift, shocking blow to both U.S. au-
thorities and relatives of Peoples
Temple church members that both
doubled the death toll at Jonestown
and snuffed out hope that many more
survivors might be found,

See JONESTOWN, AZ, Col. 1
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JONESTOWN, From Al A

Just yesterday, U.S. officials here
raised doubts whether there really
were 300 to 400 more Jonestown resl-
dents who had fled into the surround-
ing {forest. . .

“You don't know whether to be re-
lived or horrified,” said U.S. Consul
Douglas Ellis, who has been the lai-
son between the embassy here and the
32 known survivors of Jonestown as
well as relatives of Jonesiown resi-
dents seeking to discover whether
their Joved ones are dead or alive..

“It appears that there may not be
anybody to search for and rescue.”

A}l week Jong, officlals had ag-
cnized over the mystery of what had
happened to several hundred Jones-
town residents apparently not counted
ir: the original estimate of about 400
dead US. military helicopters were
schedule(f to begin flying over t.l?e
dense rain forest sirrounding Jones-

town broadcasting Joudspeaker ap-
peals to any survivors who might
have fled there.

Now, however, the numbers tl}at
had been In contention bere all week
appeared to be adding up.

The Guyanese government said to-
day that its records showed 830 Peo-
ples Temple church members had en-
tered Guyana since the Jomestown
agriculiural commune was founded
five years ago. S

Meanwhile, the U.S. Embassy today
examined and photocopled 868 U.S.
passporis the Guyanese authorities
had recovered In Jonestown. The cop-
des will be sent to Washington for a de-
termination of how many persons
they cover. That number could be
more than 868 because some children
may have traveled on parents’ pass-
ports, and others have been born in

Jonestown, Markers in a small ceme-
tery found in Jonestown indicate that

only about 10 residents died there be-
fore last weekend. R
. Against that evldence ' are these
numbers: ' 5 :

+® As many as 775 bodies were coun-
ted in-Jonestown by this afterncon..

® "Four other Peoples Temple
chureh members were killed inside
the Georgetown headquarters Satur.
day nigh;. and one defector from the
commune was shot to death along
with Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Caiif) and
three newsmen after they left Jones-
town earlier Saturday., c

* Thirtytwo other Jonestown resi-
dents who escaped Saturday’s vio-
lence.'Some of them left with Ryan’s
group and survived the ambush at the
Port - Kaituma - Janding ‘Strip near
Jonestown, and others slipped out of
Joneatown. before . and during ‘the-
forced mass sujcide. U
. * Fortysix " pther Peoples Temple.
members stjl under armed guard and,
house arrest inside the .Georgetown.
feadquarters ' house. They include,
Jim " Jones'. son and top lieutenant,
Steve "Jones, and other members of
the Jonestown basketball team, which’
was in Georgetown playing the Guy-
shiese ,‘national teem Jast weekend. .
-" According to Guyanese™ ' police,
sources, some cult members pow. in
that house are .being ipvestigated: for
the murder ‘of Pepples Temple mem-".
ber-and hoyse: resident Sharon Amog
Harrls and her three childreq, who
were found In the Georgetown house*
Saturday night "with ' their throats
slashed. Survivors from Jonestown'
have told authorities that members of.
the basketball team ' were trained’
sharp-shooting security guards' who
practiced with firearms in the forest
around Jonestown. '

¢ Four other Jonestown regldents

e, S
found aboard ; the cult’s coastal
freighter, the ‘Albatross, when |t
landed in Trinidad this week ‘after
leaving Guyana well hefore last week-
end’s violence. Those four are belpg
temporarily held by Trinitdad authort-
tles, who are In communication with
Guyana, ’

® Two or three more Jonestown resi-
dents reportedly found by a Guyana
Defense Force patrol boat aboard the
cult’s fishing boat, the Cudjoe, three
days ago just 20 miles north of its
Port Kaltuma dock. They are being
questioned by police here. A third
boat uwsed by the Jonestown com-
mune, named the Marceliene after
Jim Jones’ wife, 15 stil} missing.

These numbers make & total of be-
tween 850" and 900 Peoples Temple
members pow sccounted for in
Guyana., - - . e L ‘
- The only remaining lead on more
" pessible survivors from Jonestown s

-8 report from a Venezuelan law en-
. {orcément officer here that: the-pllot
. of a Venezuelan military plane patrol-

.ling its disputed border with Guyana .
" saw what appeared to be 30 -or 40 peo-
" ple heading west tpward the border
{from the rain forest around jJo 1e5-
 town and Port Kaituma. Guyanese
", povernment spokesmen denjed kngwl-
cedgeof suchareport, . .
1+ Meanwhile the grim airlift of bodles
. 'from”Jonestown continued at a-,brlsk.,
./ pace. By ‘midday 485 bodles had been+
taken In plastic body bags by helicop--
*" ter from Jonestown to Timehr! Inter
. hational Airport, where they were
transferred to aluminum coffins and
‘put onto mllitary cargo planes bound
" for the U.S. Air Force base in Dover,
Del. ‘

Capt. Moscatelll, the American milr
ftary task force gpokesman, pointed
out tonight that the already “unpleas-
ant task of removing bodies that have
been rotting under the tropical sun
for almost a week now has been dou-
bled by today's discovery, .

“Our job there [in Jonestown] is
very -basic,” Moscatell] said. “Wwe

have body bags.. We separate the

bodies from the stacks, We put them

In body bags and put the body bags

gn i: l:mlleopt,a; &UL" He gald more
-bo ags are being brought in from
- the United States,

No American officlal was’{nvolved
in the original body count, Mosca.'
telll aald, .and the Guyana Defense
Force officers who made the first
estimate were apparently ynable to
see, without touching the bodies, the -
many bodles beneath the top layer
In the area on the slde of the Pavil.
‘Hon where sg many more bodies have
been found. :

“We estimiate that there will be )



{

-

. o R
“about 750 to 780 bodiés that we will

remove from Jonestown,” he said.
“That is not a hard and fast figure
yet, but from the recount today we
do not think there wlll be any dra-
matic change like the one from the
original estimate ™

Moscatelli added that there were

“no indlcations” that there were any-

more gunshot victims among the new-.

ly discovered bodles, leaving just three
people, Jlm Jones and two others

known to have been shot to death

during the forced mass sulcide ritual.
Guyanese law normally requires an
autopsy be performed on anyone who

dies here before their body leaves the '

. £,
ernment had acted as quickly as possi- <
ble at every stage of the emergency. _f.’_

For example, he said that after thel
smbush of Ryan's party at _the Port"™
Kaltuma airstrip, “one of the more se-
riously injured persons was conveyed*
that very evening to the hospital ln'
Georgetown where a medical team;

-+was on standby and the injured per-:

country, but the government has _

walved the requirement fn this case

to speed the removal of these bod.les,

i{rom the country,: -
- It is known that t.here were several

Guyanese children 'who had been
adopted by Peoples Temple members

apparently bave not yet heen identi-
fled among the dead. Moscatell] said

‘who were living in Jonestown. They -

tonight that it was likely that ail the |

bodies wouid be moved to the United
Stales before the identifications of
the Guyanese children could be made.

He said flnai disposition of the re- .

mains of any Guyanese-citizens who

died at Jonestown would be decided .

b_y the government of Guyana. ;

This afternoon, the government of

Prime Minister Forbes Bumham

_made jts first pubiic report to the

Guyanese people - about the Jones -

town affair. Deputy Prime Minister
Ptolemy Reld deiivered the report
in a 15minute statement to Parlia-
ment that was hroadeast across the

country hy the Gm'mese Broa.dcast-'

ing Service. - :
Reid's address, In "the crowded

chamber of the 150-year-cld pink and

white neoclassical parliament building

was essentially a ehronojogical listing
of the steps the government took aif..
ter the Jonestown violence occurred,
* close relationship between Ptolemy-

Nothing new was revealed. .
Reid, a large black man with a full
grey beard, who, like the 53 members
of the National Assembiy wore an
open-necked shirt and no ¢oat in the
tropical heat, also stated his nation's
~deep regret and sympathy”™ to the

son recelved immediate attention.;
. Others were flown out the following,
day.” - '
Later, he pointed out t.hat after t.he
. first report was recewed of a possxbls.
mass murder or suicide at Jonestown,
the Guyanese Defense Force mobil
lized troops as quickly as possible atg
Matthews Ridge, 20 miles away, and}
*moved by foot and train to Port Kal-,
tuma and then to Jonestown Sunduh
onfoot. ' ! 'vp
4]t ghould be noted that all this wa.s-
.done under .very adverse conditions,"s
Reid said, explaining that the ;erra.ln:
was very rough and rain was ﬂlll.lnﬂ
heavlly. o vd
Reid ended his address hy uymi
that he wished to “reiterate our deep
est sympathy to all who are grle-ving.,
- We mourn with all of them.” .
After finishing, Reld strode hur-
riedly off the floor, pushlng his wayq
through reporters and bystanders. He
was followed by catcalls from mem-
bers of the opposltion Peoples ‘Prog-

¢ resgive Party, whose .acting leader

tried to insist that Reid answer ques-
tions.

When the speaker of ‘the house
ruled that, for technica] reasons, the
Jonestown “matter could not be’ du-"
cussed on the. floor, cries of “Shme.
shame,” and “cover up” rang aut.
. Some members of the opposition
party and its newspaper here have-
ralsed questions about the apparently.

-, Reid in particular and the Burnham®

American people for the tragedy that

occurred at Jonestown.
He pointediy indicated throughout

his statement that he believed hls gov-

}government generally with Jim Jones
Jones and Reid met on several occa-
&ions and the Burnham government..
.has been accused here of looking the’
other way when the Jonestown com—a
mune, using its threg hoats, allegedly 5
lhlpped out produce and' brought ln-
" supplies without going through cus-n.
toms.

9
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Compiled from UP] dispatches said Odell Rhodes the first known living witness of the - ———
GEORGETOWN, Guyana — They ki]]ed the babies s Edicide,
first. That Tast hour is almost impossible to visualize. gy
Mothers brought their infants to the aitar of death,  Rhodes, 86, a recovered drug addict with a lohg arrest
cradled in their arms. Children were led by the hand  record in Detroit, provided a rambling account: —_—
Nurses moved from one trusting child to another, “The J (the medical teams) took equipment into a ¢'y
ﬁ_‘mrhng cyanide down their throats with syringes tent, used as a library and school, large syringes minus
ile their parents looked on. the needles, plastic containers with the polson.”
Near the altar the Rev. Jim Jones, 46, sat on a Thenm)lzsonwas cyanide and contained tranquilizers
throne - like chair on a platform, presmlmg calmly over  and painkillers toease the agony of the deadly poison. It
this bizarre ceremony of doom was washed down with grape Kool - Aid.
Within momen:s convulsions began to wrack the “They would draw an amount in the ringes and
tiny bodies of the children, white foam frothing from  administer it by sim ulply squirting it in people’s mouths.
their lips. *Then they would give them a sm drink of punch
The children began to cry, small voices wailingina 1o wash it down.
wilderness of murderous suicidal mania. They trem- . “Many of the children volunteered to take the
- bled, fear in their eyes. For one brief moment, panic ison. I can’t say why most people were found face
swept the disciples of the People’s Temple. ‘ wn. They were falling different ways >
Jim Jones sensed it. He leaped to his feet exhor- “Then the children started to cry.’
ting, shouting, ‘‘We must die with dignity.” Rhodes said he escaped when he went with a nurse
As if by e command, all doubt vanished and  to find a stethoscope.
: as the last rays of sun filtered through the Guyanese “I went out the back door and crawled under a
jungles, hundreds of followers of Jim Jones drank  building,” he said
poison and died in satanic ritual. Most of the disciples went into the main auditorium
Most were black. to die. Atthe back of the hall, mounted on a siage wasa
Most were Californians. plaque in black. It read: “Love One Another."”’
They nutmbered about 915 — including an estimate Another % urvivor of the killings, Stanley Clayton,
of about 260 children. 2. said helpless cull members were suﬁ%ﬂé‘d"by
“The first adult todie was a young woman who went armed vards and forced to take poison.
up with a baby in her arms, had the poison shot down While some took the poison voluntarily, Chy‘ton
her throat, wa{ked into a field and sat down and died,”  said, hundreds had to be forced. Sometimes the poison
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was administered intravenously by the “nurses” and a
communal “doctor.”

Throughout the ordeal, Clayton said, Jones urged
followers fo hurry up, referring to the poison potion as
“the last and only drink.”

As his followers died at his feet, Clayton quoted
Jones as saying:

“I'llsee you in the next life. I'm finally going to my
rest. We’ll finally be al peace.”

Clayton ssid Jones first called his followers
together and told them Rep. Ryan, D. - Calif, and
members of his Jnr% had been killed.

e .,He then said, “Who is against taking their own
e'll .

Clayton said one woman identified as Christine

Miller told Jones, “‘I have a right to do with my life what
Iwant and you have néright to take my life away from

“I can’t leave you behind,” Jones toid the woman.
“The GDF (Guyanese Defense Force) will torture you.
They will castrate you. They will shoot you after they
question you. I can't leave any member of my family
behind.’*

Clayton said the entire group was then surrounded
by dozens of guards armed with pistols, rifles and
cT0ossbows, ol

As hundreds of persons balked at the *‘final drirk,”
Clayton said, Jones left his chair accompanied by
guards to personally pull pecple toward the poison pots.

When only about 100 commune members were leit
_ alive, Clayton — a member of the religious sect for the
last seven years — decided to escape. o

“I figured if T was %oir? to die, I would die with &
tullet in the back of my head:.] was not going to commit
suicide.” i :

Clavton said he began poking bodies to convince
guards he was secking survivors. He said he worked his
way o a large lent in front of the podium and told a
guard, “Well, I'm getting ready to go (die).”

The guard embraced him, Clayton said. and turned
away. Clayton said he then dived under the tent,
crawled through to the other side and ran into the
Sogle.

]ungSeveral hours later, he said. he heard shots coming
from the camp and guessed the guards were killinig
those who survived the poison. .

Not since the Nazi death camps of World War II has
a scene so0 stunned the world. )

Fields covered with the dead, many lying in em-
brace, surrounded the People’s Temnple, a ramshackle
wooden structure in the center of the commune —
viclims of one of the most awesome mass suicides in
history.
Within the space of a few minutes at dusk on

Saturday, Nov. 18, the lexicon of hislory’s horrors had o

be expanded to include: Jonestown.
Ff: 14 months Jones and his cult lived in the

beautifu! jungle wilderness that is Guyana, his Temple.

“dedicated against the evils of racism, hunger and
tnjustice.”

Then came danger.

Rep. Leo Ryan, D - Calif ., announced he would go to
see the People’s Temple first hand fo investigate
charges by voters thet Jones was holding members
against their will.

Ryvan and his party spent a day at the commune. He
found diccipies who wanted to leave. _ .

“They will never make it to the United States,
Jones sald. Then came the death knell. “We will all

mmit suicide.”

Jones had ordered the “'hit squad” to atlack Ryan
and his party of defectors at the Port Kaituma air strip.
The gunmen attacked the plane with precision and
returned to headquarters. .

-~ Among those who told Ryan he wanted 1o leave was
.He wanted to take his famnily. Another
rry laylon,

As lhe¥l prepared to leave the commune with the
defectors, Ryan and his party ran into trouble. One of
the disciples grapped the California Congressman and
held a knife to throat.

Lawyer Mark Lape, who with attorney Charles
Garry represented the People’s Temple, intervened and
Jones finaily ordered Ryan released,

But at the airstrip, death waited.

As the ty was about to board one of two light
planes to take them back to Georgetown, Laylon pulied
a pistol and opened fire. From the side of the runway a
tractor - trailer moved Into gear and a group of six
armed men opened fire on the whole group

Ryan, 53, NBC television reporter Don Harris, 42;
NBC cameraman Robert Brown, 36, both from Los
Angcles; Gregory Robinson, a photographer for the San

Francisco Examiner, and Park's wife, 4. a cult -

member whowas trying toescape, all were killed.

But the horror of the ambush was only a prelude of
what was {0 come.

Jones called his council together and made the
announcement that the entire commune was to commit
suicide. One young woman protested.

“Traitor! Traitor! the others shouted. ‘

For some months Jones had put his disciples
through a mass suicide drill.

Now was the time for the real thing.

Jones called the commune physician, Dr. Larry
Schacht of Houston, Tex., and toid him to prepare the
cyamde poison.

_Schacht emplied his medicine chest into a huge tub
which he then filled with grape - flavored Kocl Aid. He
gave what was left of the cyanide Lo the nurses to ad
minister to the children.

One after anotber, the disciples of Jim Jones drank
the poison, ;

Within four or five minutes after drinking the
devil's brew, each died. Most lay face down. Men and
women were found in final embraces, Friends had their
arms around one another's backs. One couple had
placed their small boy between them and the three died
together, their arms entwined.

Bodies wefe piled on bodies. Here and there arms
and legs protruded ugward in grotesque positions.

One 76 - year - old woman, Hyacinth Thrush, slept
ﬂimmit all and survived, *

n the first Guyanan troops entered Jonestown,
they counted 409 corgses ing around the commune.
But they didn’t disturb the bodies and look underneath,

The shock and horror struck again five days later
when U.S. officials announced the pumber of dead
would be more thar double that figure.

The question was why.

“‘He thought that if the Parks (family of defeciors)
were allowed toleave and got away with it, others would

come from the United States and take away their family |

members,” Rhodes said.

“Jones couldn't see his organization break up. He '

had a tremendous ego.” .
But for those who had escaped from Jones' power
before the Jonestown horror, fear still rema'meé).
Grace Stoen, a former member whose child was

among the dead, and others swear that Jones had |
for med an assassination squad charged with murdering -

anyone who left the commune.

San Francisco Police Chief Charles Gain conceded, |
“We have a knowledge of a purported hit squad and a |

hit lit.”
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Neva Sy - . wse hushand had ’
. i~ ' L )
certain he is now one of Jones’ “‘angels,” as the hit team
is called.
+ My main plea is to the assassination squad,” she
said. *‘Please stop! People have a right to their beliefs.”
For others, Jones' death was the final undoing of
evil incarnate. .
Marjorie Terry said her daughter - in - law and four
andchildren wereat Jones’ Temple at the time of the
oneslown suicides.
“"Hewas aprophet of the devil,” she said. .
“Hewas theanti - Christ,"” her husband added.
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oll Reaches 910
s U.S. Clears

onestown Camp

By Fred Barbash

Washington Post SLaIl Writer

GEQORGETOWN, Guyana, Nov.

25—U.S. servicemen completed the

grisly task of removing bodies
from Jonestown today, discovering
that at least 910 persons died last
Saturday when cult leader Jim
Jones led them in a mass suicide
ritual.

The higher death toll was described
as a tentative final count.

“1t should be preity close,” Capt.
John J. Moscatelli, the U.5. military
spokesman, said as the final sorpse-
laden helicopter flew out of here this
afternoon.

Parts of the campsite were in near
ruin. Cabins that housed some of the
victims appeared 1o have been looted.
The green thronelike chair that Peo-
ples Temple leader Jones once dceu-
pied was toppled. His cottage was
ransacked with papers strewn through-
out.

Pathetic remnants of life remained:
an infant's doll lying in the dirt, a set
of children's swings, empty shoes ¢n
the stairs leading to cottages, tee
ghirts, blue jeans and lingerie hung
oul for drving, and a lone dog wander-
ing the scene forlornly.

The pool of reporters who visited
also found g letter addressed to the
gister of one ot the residents but never
mailed.

“] do miss the laughing times we
had,” it said. But "1 have never been
happier in my whole life. We are so
very blessed”

Wwith the Jonestown campsite
¢leared of all bodies, authorities here
said that there was no evidence of any
massive escape Into the surrounding
forest. a posweibility that had remained
& dim hepe among survivors and rela.
tives. There was no evidence that

. force was used on the newly discov-
ered victims, according to spokestnen.

Exhausted U5, soldiers, aftes five

. darvs of work among blusted bodies
and vermin that beuan to intest the
cumpsile, were preparing this efter
noun to conclude their mission to Gu-
yana.

‘ Maj. Tim Hickman. a2 U.S. Army ol
fivial on ihe scene, described what he
saw during the cleanup operation,

“Froin what 1 observed. the people
u_-hen théy commitied suicide would
line up in nice neat little circles, chil-
dg'en in front of them, and as they
died, they folded intu the interior of
the circle,

“There were mounds of peovple and

See BODIES, A20, Col. 2
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BODIES, From A1 ~_

as we pulled out the clrcle’s cover
more and more people under the
mound.” .

“It was a disgusting operation”
Hickman gaid.

Officlals on the Bcene said they be-
Heved that looting had 1ndeed oc-
curred. They blamed 1t on Guyanese
citizens lving in the vicinity. But
while clothing was apparently taken,
the lpoters left untouched tape record-
ers, {ypewrilers and otber valuable
items owned by the Americans.

The bodies blanketed the campsite
in layers three deep in some places,
Moscatelli said, The soldiers, pro-
tected by surgical masks and rubber
gloves, would remove one body only
to discover another under that and
still another under that. That is why
the count kept changing, he said.

Moscatelli said he hoped the flgure
of 910—130 higher than yesterday’s
count—would be final.

The total more than accounts for
the 913 Peoples Temple cultists Guya-
nese officials believed were living In
their country, though no one seemed
certain of the true number.

By current estimates, no more than
32 of the men, women, children and
bahles living at Jonestown escaped
last week's violence.

, lieved to be about 11 years old and L.
relation to Jim Jones.

Beikman, a blond stocky man about

fivedeet-five Inches tall and unshaven,

stood silently as he heard the eharges
which could result in his hanging. 4

About 46 cult members were In the
small, two story stuceco house In
Georgetown at the time of the trag-
edy, local authorities say.

According Lo surviving cultists, the

residents housed there were those
most trusted by “Bishop” Jones, 85 he
was known to the Guyanese. Only
they could be counted on not to flee
the cult and report to the outside
world survivors said.
- Residents of Jonestown, most of
whom came to Guyana belleving the
camp to be a “tropiecal paradise,” were
often greeted at the gates by armed
guards when they arrived and kept
there through a variety of coercive
measures, according lo survivors.

All of the headquarters residents in-
cluding Jones' son, Steven, 19, have
been unde rheavy armed guard since
the deaths last week and barred from
leaving the house by Guyanese offi-
cials, During the arraignment today,
their lawyer here complained that
they felt they were “under siege.”

Many of those inside are considered
material witnesses to the four mur-
ders and are also believed to have
knowledge of events that pecurred 120

, miles away at Jonestown. Tn addition,

many of the survivers here and In the
United States say they are living in
fear of retribution from these resi-
dents if and when they are released.

Some of the Jonestown refugees
here have been literally hiding in
their own guarded hotel rooms In fear
of the remaining Jones adherents.

The survivors have been awaiting
word from the Guyanese government
that they are no longer needed ar wit-
nesses and may return te the United
States to begin new lives.

Meanwhile, mllitary helleopters con.
tinued to search the sparsely Ilnhab-
ited terrilory around Jonestown with
loud speakers calling forlornly into
the rain forest for any other survivors
of the suicide riiual.

Ground searches of the area have
failed to diseover survivars or bodies
outside the campsite Moscatelli re-
ported. :

Because the origmal number of
dead, 400, was so distant from the esti-
mated number of Jonestown resi-
dents, authorities thought many might
have fled into the forest,

“There’s no indication now that
there were any massive number of
survivors,” the captain said. “There’s
no indication that there was a mass
escape or egress. And there's no evi-
dence thal anything bul poison killed”
most of the Jonestown residents.

' .

Most are thought to have perished
in the mass rltual suvicide that fol-
lowed a cult ambush on an inspection

S party led by Rep. Leo Rvan (D-Calif.)

as it was preparing to leave from a
nearby airstrip. Most took poison; at
least three, Including the cult leader
Jones, reportedly died of gunshot
wounds.

In addition, there have been persist-
ent but unconfirmed stories that still
others who may have resisted suicide
were shot by cult loyalists.

At the cult’s Gebrgetown headquar-
Lers, four bodies with their throats slit
weré found on the same night in an
apparently related act of violence
timed with the Jonestown events. Au-
thorities initially thought these four
had committed suleide.

But today, 8 43-year-old resident of
the headquarlers house, who was de-
scribed by acquaintances as a “simple
and uneducated man who would do
anything he was told,” was charged
with murder in c¢onnection with the
four deaths. )

Charles Edward ?eikmgg. originally
of Tndianapolis, 1nd., was arraigned in
court on charges stemming from the
death of Sharon Amos Harris, 42, and
her three children aged 21, # and 11.
He was also charged with the at-
tempted murder of another resident
ol the house, Stephanie Jones, be-

suspet for vaurder
for 4 members ¢
ottemgpted murder
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Georgetown, Guyana (Combined Dispatches)—The death toll in
the mass suicide-murder of cultista at Jonestown rose to 900 yesterday
as American GIs in surgical masks and rubber gloves continued the

grisly task of recovering decayed , o a4 gt the pavilion that the ritual

bodies.

The U.S. Embassy here said “the
current estimate of the total number
(of dead) is approximately 900, This is
not a final figure.”

The count leaped from 408 to at
least 775 of riday, when searchers first
realized ihat many hodies had been
stacked on top of each other.

Then, yesterday, the State Depart-
ment team of Joneslown, headquarters

of the Peoples Temple cult, reported
‘that about 9000 bodies had been count-
ed. Jonestown is 150 miles norihwest of
Georgetown, the Guyanes capital.
Corpses lying three deep .

Officials explained that soldiers
were slill finding corpses of children
and small adults Iying threé deep under
other victims,

Air Force Capt. John oscatelli,
spokesman for the U.S. joint task force
in Guyana, has explained that an initial
body count of 408 was provided by the
Guyanese government. He said that
once American soldiers began to carry
out the dead they realized that the esti-
mate was far too low.

Moscatelli said it was possible that

someone had rearranged the bodies.

There were blankets between some

layers of bodies. But he decliped (o

elaborate.

Thirty-two survivors have emerged
from the jungle around the agrigultural
seitlement afier the bizarre death rite
on Nov. 18. More than 45 others were at

e temple’s Georgetown headquarters

the time.

.~ Searches have produced no indjca-
n that others escaped into the densa
ngle surrounding Joneslown. A U.S.

‘Belicopter flew along a trail as far as

&he Venezuela border yesterday in casa

me had made It that far. The helicop-

r landed but residents told crewmen

at no Americans had been seen.

The U.S. taks force in Jonestown
d to call for more shipments of plas-
body bags and aluminum coffins to
al with ihe piles of corpses around
@ ¢commune’s open-air pavilion. The
tench was overpowering.

‘Bulclde began after Jones ordered the
‘death of Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif.)
-and others accompanying hlm on an
fnvestigative mission. Ryan four news-
men and a defecting member of-the
cult were shot to death.

. - Yesterday, stereo equipment and
mpusical Instruments were still strewn
#bout the platform where Jones had

% - Also on the platform was the micro-
‘phone Jones had used in the past to
lify the cries of those cultists being
eaten unmercifully for some wrong
they had committed.

% Leaders of the Army feams sa.l:'lﬁi_t

appeared that almost all of the victims
had died from cyanide poison. The
exceptions were Jones, his mistress and
one other person, all of whom were kill-
ed by gunshot wounds and several per-
sons with throats slashed,

_Seven newsmen flew to Port Kaftu.
ma and iwalked along a muddy road into
the Jonastown death camp Friday. In-
cluding UPI correspondent Nigel Cum-
berbatch, who reported that carcasses
of numerous doos were among the
human remains still sprawled in the
commune.

Like a ghost {own.

“H looked lide m ghost town,” Cum-
berbatch said. “The only things living
were the flowers in the outdoor pavil-

lon and the U.S. soldiers dolng thelr

-Job—that of packing up the remains,

' Cumberbatch also reported Incldents

of looting by Guyanese living In the

area of Lthe commune, o
“On the way in,” he sald, "several

people, Lath those of African erigin and

some American Indians, were coming
out with bottles and other materials
Some of these people had stolen the
Stl_léf from the commune,” Cumberbatch
said. :

The Lodles were spread over an area
approximately 80 by 110 yards, and to
get near then “we had to use masks. It
was a sad scene, certainly a sad scene”

Cumberbaich and others wxplored
the arca, which had been off limits to
most newsmen since the mass suicide-
murder of one week ago. )

of Guyana does not yet have

“'I'.1'1ese people were quite self-sufif.
clent, _Cumbe_rbatch said, adding they
had built their ¢wn soap factory and
even had closed circuit television.

Television is something that the rest

.
A
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Only The Horror Lives On
In Jim Jones’ Village

By Jon Nordbeimer
The Nrw York Times

JONESTOWN, Guyana — The name ir
as plain as bometown America. Yet it

will forever evoke the dread of a place.
of borror.

.

For seven days, as the world watched,
It was a village of the dead. For follow-
Ing generations it will remain a baunting
memory of a field of pain, of a people
gooe mad, of dreams gone wrong.

The village died with its inhabitants as
surely as if it bad been poisoned, too.
But Monday some things blindly contin-
ved to run, powered by the commune's
generator. A communications dish
rotated on a short tower on one edge of
the commune, sending impulses no one
beard into electronic gear no one at-
tended.

In the open-air pavilion wbere the poi-
son was passed out, fluorescent lights
burned in the daytime, erasing shadows
from the bard-caked mud floor where
the bodies bad dropped. A hanging plant
drooped with thirst

In ap cutdoor playground, a swing was
rocked gently by a breeze, not by the
children of Jonestown. They are dead

Across the compound at the medical
center, which listed the office of “Lau-
rence Schacht M.D.—By Appointment,”
sandwiches dried and curled on a large
tray, beside a much larger drum cut in
balf to serve as 4 pot, like the one the
doctor used to serve the poison to the
men, wornen and children of the comn-
mine. _

The 209 bodies have been removed for
days bow, but the horror of Jonestown
remains. And the dead still talk to the
world in letters of sell-criticism ad-

dressed to Jim Jooes ‘

Pain and death are the themes of
these letters, scattered by the wind that
blows off the jungle treetops and soothes
the open wound of the village. Other

pers and books, mostly socialist tracts,
je in the open, the pages riffled by the
breeze and already starting to turn
brown. Tbhe words of self-criticism are
like marks of flagellation filled with salt.

“Tt is true one such deserved to die —
and I could pot contend against it,”” one
member of the commune named Jim had
written. “Death would be a mighty

flimsy penalty to impose on such a per-
m"

Outside the pavilion, along a brown
ditch filled with milky water, a baby doll
in soiled yellow diapers pantomimes the
scene that shocked the world. The doll
rests on ils side, its head turmed gro-
tesquely upward, staring with blank eyes
at the sky. ’ , ‘

The ground is heavy with mud and
gouged by bladed tractor tires. A ditch
angles off to one side, cratered with
water and slime. One turns away f{rom
the offense. It was here they say they
found the children, clutched in the arms
of parents who gave life and took it

At the house where Jim Jones lived,
the looters and the police have torn the

lace apart, dumping his papers and
ks onto the screened porch. Inside the
house is a small refrigerator, about three
feet high. The door rack inside is 80
filled with drugs that not another single
pill container could be jammed into it
At oxygen bottle is by the bed.

The grards at Jonestown will remain
on duty for awhile, perhaps weeks, as
.the investigation into the madness of
Nov, I8 continues. But soon Jonestown
will be left alone to die.
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By MARTIN P. HOUSEMAN

) United Press Internationa)

GEDRGETOWN, Guyans (UPLy — US, Army
burial teams Saturday put the last of at least
910 bodies from the Pcoples Temple in Jones-
town on a helicopter and broke into a clap-
ping, hand-slapping celebration of the end of
" “their grim task almost one week to the hour
- from one of history’s most bizarre suicide
© rites. - o

““The last of the bodies has been removed,”
- the U.5. Embassy announced at 5:45 p.m.
. EST.

Soldiers at Port Kaituma put the final body
.on a Jolly Green Giant helicopter and, still
- wearing their combat helmets and surgical
masks, began shaking and slapping one
another's hands and clapping in a [repzy of
relief that their search for corpses was OVer.
A U.S. source in Georgetown put the number
_ for those who died in the mass suicide ai 910

and sedd 1t could go even highter. A US. Em-
baS}; spokesman in Georgetown said earlier

Grim harvest—
of cult rite-910

the death count had reached about 900 but
“this is not the fina! figure.”

The U.S. Embassy said all US. military
men would evacuate the jungle commune
Gaturday night and Guyanese police move in
and take up posts to guard the buildings.

One embassy official, asked if more helicop-
ter searches for possible survivors would be
made over the dense rain forest surrounding
the colony, said only: "1 suppose we will have
to review that mow."

The remark appeared to indicate US. au-
thorities now believe most if not all inhabit-
ants have been accounted for, dead or alive.

The recovery operation took about three
days, exceeding early expectations as the ini-
tial body count more than doubled by the time
the graves registration teams finished their
task at the Rev. Jim Jones' jungle commune.

There were stil! diserepancies in the [fighres.
Guyanese officials had turned over 853 Ayaeri-
can passparts to the U.S. Embassy an{y re-

(See CULT, Page 17
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porled that 915 members of the California sect
had r:gistered with Guyanese immigration. Of-
ticids said 29 of the cult members survived
%€ mass suicide.

An Embassy spokeswoman sald “the cur-
rent estimate of the total number is approxi-
mately 800. This is not a final figure.”

The findings dispelled rumors that hundreds
of the members of the fanatical sect had fled
into the jungle to escape death. A U.S.
helicopter flew along a trail as far as the
Venezuela border Saturday in the faint hope
some may have gone there. The helicopter
landed and crewmen were told no Americans
had been seen.

The U.S. task force had to call for mote
shipments of plastic body bags and aluminum
colfins 1o deal with the piles of corpses, some
of them stacked three deep around the
commune's open-air pavilion, 150 miles porth-
west of Georgetown.

By noon Saturday, 532 bOdlES had been bag-
ged and flown back to the United States.

Seven newsmen flew to Port Kaituma and
watked along a muddy road into the Jonestown
death camp Friday, including UPI correspon-
dent Nigel Cumberbach and UP{ photographer
Les Sintay. .

Cumberbatch reported that bodies of numer-

ous dogs were strewn among the human re-
maijns still sprawled in the commune where
army trucks were hauling in bedies to be
flown by helicopter to Georgetown and then to
Dover Air Force Base, Del.

The stench was almost unbearable and Army
military men wore green gauze masks as they
went about the grimm business of putting fihe
bodies into green plastic body bags.

“I spent 34 months in Vietnam," one Ameri-
can oﬂicer said, “and this is the worst I've
ever seen.”

The ritual suicide began at sundown a week
ago Saturday at the commune’s open air au-
ditorium fashioned from tree trunks with a
crude tin roof over a stage holding the throne-
like chair from which the Rev. Jim Jones ex-
horted his followers to *‘die with dignity.*

Near the chair was a red lettered slogan
“Love One Another.”

Still strewn about the stage were stereo
equipment and musical instruments including
electric guitars which had once throbbed with
music to fill Jones' followers with religious
fervor.

Also on the platform was the microphone
Jones had used in the past to amplify the
cries of those cultists being beaten unmerci-
fully for some wrong they had committed, the
same microphone he used to encourage his
flock to kill themselves with a mixture of

-Kid and cyanide.
Army men said almost all of the victims

found were dead from poison drunk from the
temple vat or squirted down their throats. The
few exceplions were Jones, hjs mistress, one.
other person who were killed by senchat.
wounds,

Jones had believed in a new world of hiz
own making, and somehow it fell apart. This
was reflected in the message on a large sign
over the stage of the commune’s open air au-
ditorium: ‘‘Those who do not remember the
past are doomed to repeat it.”

A member of the sect, Charles Edward
Beikman, 43, of Indianapolis, Ind., was
charged Saturday in Georgetown's magistrate
court with four counts of murder in the
throat-cut slayings of another cult member and
her three children.

The victims were Mrs. Sharon Amos and her
three children who had been living at the Peo-
ple's Temple headquarters in Georgetown. Pre-
viously Guyanese authorities said they thought
she had cut the throats of her three children
and then her own. ‘

Beikman was one of 46 sect members who
have been held at the Temple headquarters
under house arrest since the suicides -and
murders. '

Five survivors of the death communion rite
were being held at Criminal Investigation De-
partment headquarters in Georgetown and one
of them, Larry Layton, 33, of San Francisco,
has been charged with murder in the firearms
slaying of Rep. Leo J. Ryan, D-Calif., and four
other Americans in a massacre at Port
-Kaituma airport that preceded the suicide
ritual.

“1t looked like a ghost town,” Cumberbatch
said.”’The only things living were the flowers
in the outdoor pavilion and the U.S. soldiers
doing their job — that of packing up the re-
mains.

Cumberbatch also reported incidents of loot-
ing by Guyanaese living in the area of the
commune. ‘

“0On our way in,” he said, ‘'several people,
both those of African origin and some Amerin-
dians, were coming out with bottles and other
materials. Some of these people had stolen the
stuff from the eommune,” Cumberbatch said.

The bodies were spread over an area ap-
proximalty 8} by 110 yards, and to get near
them “we had to use masks. It was a sad
scene, certainly a sad Scepe.”

Cumberbatch and Sintay explored the area,
which had been off limits to most newsmen
since the mass suicide of one week ago.

“These people were quite self-sufficient,”
Cumberbatch said, adding they had built their
owh soap factory and even had closed-cirefit
television, A

Television is  something that the regi of
Guyana does not yet have, .




>t il é, : ! ;

The arduous tosk of r'em-oving more than 900 bodies from the Guyana jungle took s
toll ora member of the U.S. military body recovery team Saturday. This soldier fee

3bz"stroin as o helicopter loaded with bodies prepares to leave Jonestown, (up
photo)
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The Pied Piper'.
fetching tune

__‘__;_- . ) ] "
by Patricia Mc¢Cormack \
Undqd Piess intarnalonal

The Pied Piper played a felching tune and .

all the «fildren in Hamelin left their beds,
thaif cereal bowls, their parents and followed
him out of town. Never, according to Robert
Browning’s poem, to be heard from again.

They couldn't. help themseives, They lost
power over their will. :

The hundreds of Persons let;\by\?he
charismatic charm of the Rev. Jim Jones to
Jonestown in Guyana probably were as help-
less as the children of Hamelin when per-
forming the alleged suicide drill that led to
death.

That point was made by psychiatrists and
behavior experts who were asked by UPI to
explain how people can be brainwashed into
mass suicide, and how people can make sure

.they and their children never fall into such a
trap. - :

The brainwashing, said the experts, was
just as subtle as the charismatic tune played
by the Pied Piper. Brainwashing, they point
out, doesn’t require a dungeon, bright lights,
or physical torture. .

The Guyana victims, they said, probably
lost their will and substituted blind obedience
months and years before they even went to
the “Peoples Temple” complex in Guyaha,
long before their suicides —or; as one
psychiatrist put it, ‘“perhaps, dlleged mur-
ders.”

The people [irst became addicted to Jones'
orders and preachings perhaps at the second
meeting with him or tie thipd, They kept
toming back to his meelings to hear words
that filled their fragmented and hopeless
lives: promises about a new lifestyle that
would lead to freedom from stress and prob-
lems.

Ullimately they had to turn POSSESSiOLS
over to the Temple, follow orders without
question gs they fell in line behind the
charismatic leader Jones.

By that stage, like the children of Hamelin,
they were powerless.

that horrified the world was just obeying one

P
And at that stage the alleged mass sﬁicide%

more order. . o,
‘The experts stressed: the people had td"

lose their will befo.
lives® -
 Questions asked Dr. Ruvert Jay Lirtom

=7 could lose their

- thority on brainwashing and professor of

psychiatry at Yale: . -

Q. What Kind of persons are likely to be
influenced like this? A. ‘*Generally the more
unstable people are; particularly, if they are
young, the more they are likely to be influ-
enced.” ;

Q. Does a leader consciously train his fol-

lowers to blind obedience?
_A. "Yes, this is often the case. Many iead-
ers have a messianic view of themselves.
They have a paranoid attitude Lo the world
and combine this with manipulaiive talents
for bringing people under their control. This
is hypnotic-like but not hypnosis.” ’

Q. Does history contain similar instances of
mass suicide? ) -

A. “I'd rather not make direet compari-
sons. But I think that incidents like this have
occurred before, often at times of great
change and confusion. This is particularly
true of the 20th century which is reflected by
the widespread imagery of annihilation that -
we see in the contemporary world."” ’

Q. Can people protect themselves from
being influenced like this?

A. “Yes. They can help themselves by be-
coming aware of the process that cults in
general often employ. This frequently in-
volves whal appears an innocuous series of
invitations, beginning with, say a dinner invi-
tation, then invitations to a country house. It
is a gradual system of isolating the indi-
vidual from the world. It is therefore enorm-
ously helpful for that individual to recognize
that what appears to be an innocuous din
invitation is the start of a deliberate prjs-
cess.” - .

Q. Weren'i some religious leaders actually

cultists who hypnotized people with charismta
into leaving all and following them?
o A. "All religions have been a tofalistic pro-
{tess at one time or another. But cults like
,he one in Guyana are a corrupt -claim to
ieligion, a caricature. What is significant
Mbout many culls is that the people at the
top tend to be acquisitive with a tendeney to
combine the secular and the material. In
Guyana the leader was clearly losing his
power. Members were leaving. The cult was
under investigation. That is why the incidemt
contained both murder and suicide. The eult
was being threatened."

In Bethesda, Md., Dr. Calvin Frederick,
chief of Emergency Mental Health and Disas-
ter Assistance at the National Institute of
Mental Health., commented on how to avoid
brainwashing:

“Unless you are aware ahead of time “of
some of the dangers you cannot help your
self. For psychological ‘immunization’ to
work it must take place prior to exposure. =

“If you are not aware of what is being

_ done, it can be a serious thing.”

Frederick recalled a movie, ‘“The Man-
churian Candidate.” In which .a brainwashed
person was told to shoot a U.S. Senator. “He
was- programmmed,” Frederick said, “‘and_it
is not all that-fardeteked. We have seen ex- o
amples recently." . - e ’



1 . s
. F::-‘;Ei’ck noted there-  fears other.
mewAbeTs of the Jones cult who were not in
Guyana might be under mental orders to kill -

cult defectors and other persons. He said if
the cult eould program some members to .
commit sujcide, "Others, just as easﬂy

_m:ghl have been programmed to kill.

“Sirong charismatic leaders do exert’
monumental influence on people,” Fredenck
reminded. “'Take Adolf Hitler.”

Frederick also insisted, however, there 15 a,
major difference between Hitler or Jones am'}
l.ruly re];glous leaders-like Franc:s of sis Sl

To prolect yourself agamst the Iure q[
cults, Frederick says, it is uupol’tdnt lo have
4 good sense of worth.

**‘Ask yourself,” he saig- W’ho am J'.’ And
think about that.”

Why do young people seem especially vul-
nerable?

“They may feel rootless and aimiess,”
Frederick said. “‘They ask themselves;' ] am
- going to school, for what? Will I get-a job?
U I get one, will 1 hold :t’ There is a great
deal of -undertainty.

“You can help your kids by alertmg- them
‘to the fact that they should never lose their
strong feelings of sel! worth. Reassure them
that they are unique in their own right and

. that there will never be a persoh like them...

“Reassure them that they have good
brains. good heads, can lead a rich life and
do anything within reason ~— if motivated.

“Let them know, too, that at times, it is

~ natural to feel DOWEI"IQ'SS or helpless or

lonely - It is natural and normal and everyone

- gets those feelings. _

o

; lo do, the motives. Seeking power for the

“The difference...is in what you ask peoplj

sake of power and making money by exploitd
ing people is one thing. But a Francis O‘J
Asissi or Jesus Christ were altruistie.”
There are certain times in a person’s life
when he or she is particularly vulnerable to
a leader who offers a panacea for all lile's

. problems, Frederick said.

“I think it is important for all people,
whatever their age, to recognize that at par-
ticular times in their life, life is onfulfilled
and there may be a greater than usual need
to find acceptance and meaning.”

An occasional feeling of being powerless, or
a need to be accepted by others are matural
feelings and can actually be great strengths
if handled ih a positive manner, according to
Frederick. )

“There -is nothing wrong in wanting lo be-
long to a group, to do good through that
group, to get swept up by the activity — but
without losing control over your will. The
Lions and Rotary and Kiwanis and the
women's groups sre what that's gll about.
You do their thing but you still do your own
thing. You are still the master.”

The difference is that the” dangerous groups
reduce participants to dependent, childlike
states as part of the brainwashing, Frederick

5ays. .
“New members are ad. .. 'You do not

need to think. I will do the thinking for you.'
A lot of worries are taken away. The group
promises to take care of you forever and
remove all stress.'

i
'
i
f

"y "It is when they lose hope that Lhey are in

S -

B o an L AN

The next step is blind obedience in which
plg;)[ple roo follow an nrdqr to jump off a
eli

Fredenck recalled a mother in Salt Lake
City “who ordered two of her children to jump
from a tall building to their deaths. And the
children did so, allegedly without hesitation.
Then the mother jumped with another child.

They had seemed to overcome the fear of
death — or were not aware of it. To them it
was just a step to a better life. In suicide,
according to some authorities, the victim
feels death is not the grealest ev1l nor hvmg
the highest good.

Frederick doubts the persons in Jones’
“suicide drill” even thought of death. The
person who brainwashed them probably never
talked of death direcily.

“Rather there would be talk about other
good things that are going to happen — the
promise of a future life in a fulure time and
so forth,” he said. “Well, that day, the peo-
ple perhaps were told, well, the -time hag

{come A dry run. They went throu it. They-
had been conditioned.” /I
rouble. Tell them to never lose hope.
Jopelessness is the final straw,
“‘Anyone who offers a life of milk and

-honey and {reedom from troubles is a Pied

Piper. There is no panacea. The children who
followed the Pied Piper were following musie
of one sort. The people in the 'suicide drill’
were marching o music, too.

“It can happen to anyone who loses hope.
To the poor kids in the ghetto, and to rich
ones who suffer from emotional poverty."

Dr. Shevert Frazier. professor of psychiatry .
at Harvard University Medical School and
psychiatrist-in-chief at McLean Hospital,
taiked about charismatic leaders.

“Most people respond to charismatic lead-
ers,”” he said. I liked Jack Kennedy.
Charisma has something to do with expecta-
tions of human beings.”

He noted, however, that a person who is
alienated and goalless —and there are such
persons in all age groups — can be manipu-
lated by exploitative charismatics.

“Often the leader in sueh & group offers
the wvotion of reform and addresses the ag-
grieved concern of an individual. Nearly al-
ways the person looking to such a leader (as
in some cults) is suffering from a fragmented
social existence in an overly complex society.
He is offered something that seems to_fill all |
his needs."”

A person who is vulnerable to such leaders,
Frazier said, sees only the good in belonging
to .a group. He doesn't look deeply intoc mo-
tives.

“Yery often the leaders insist on separation
from familiar and early family surround-

_ ings,” Frazier said. “‘They also insist on re-

petitious indoctrination, usually under duress.
They require sacrifices, usually of time, life-
style, money and the old familiar rules.”

Plus threats, not always explicit. There is
the warning that survival is threatened in
some way, if the new rules aren't followed,
that someone is watching every action, re-
porting to the leader.

“] am in no position to answer if this
(Guyana) was a8 mass suicide or how much of
it was mass murder, how much individual

. suicide or individual hopelessness,” Frazier

stressed. “That would be judging without
data. T never saw the leader or met anyone
in the cult. Nor can T or anyone say what we
think — without interviewing and getting
data that i valid. e



“There are so many cults . variations
and those of us who have seen membe}:s
from many know there are many themes.

What has gone wrong to produce these
phenomena? e .

We have substituted the freedom of all
ideas for young people,” he said. “Before,
they had an opporiunity to concretize an
ideglogical system. An ideation system 1s
needed. It is formed, to begin with, by a
mother and a father and role modeling.".

But broken homes in modern day society
destroy this early modeling, Frazier said.

“The trouble is there are too many_ﬂ-
legitimate babies, too many unwanted babies,
too many absentee fathers and too many ab-
sentee mothers. Boys need {athers to hecome
men. And il is interesting that many of the
aggrieved in these cults are males. _

“We are also inte a social breakdown in
many homes. Divoreces destroy role modf;ls:
spocial mores and customs are breaking
down.”

All<is not lost, Frazier reminded.

“In the interior of America and in l!\e’
South there is still a lot solid. The very dis-
turbed tend to migrate to the anonymity of
the big cities on both coasts.

I guess it has always be lrue_ that we
have people wandering arpdnd, feeling help—n

less. . .” ‘
,, (
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Victims bodies lie ar the

foot of jim Jones’ “throne.” /
‘Where did it |
all go wrong?

by James Feron

New York Trmes News Service

NYACK. NY— As a young churchman in
Indianapolis the Rev. Jim Jones was “‘an ob-
vipusiy intelligenl, eager, concerned person of
great initiative’” who lived simply, organized
soup kilchens and nursing homes, and helped
minorities, a former church leader recalled
last week,

“That was in the 1950s, when Jim Jones
first came {o public attention,” said Barton
Hunter, executive director of the
16,000-member Fellowship of Reconciliation, a
65-year-old pacifist organization,

A decade laler, however, Jones was the
leader of a new People’s Temple and was
“healing’’ the ill instead of simply caring for
them, recruiting minority members to his
church rather than just welcoming them, and
reaching beyond local concerns to grapple
with larger issues. =

The charismaucd_lf;d‘grgjuad taken on a
messianic role andt™Wilh 70 families who
gave up their jobs and homes, he left for
California because of what he felt wag
harassment in Indiana. In another decade he
would move with an evem larger group to
Guyana, feeling that his group was harassed
in California.

Jones had *come to see himself in cosmic
proportions” even in Indianapolis, Hunter
said. Last weekend the cult leader led hun-
dreds of members of his cult into suicide
after the slaying of Rep. Leo J. Ryan and
four other Americans at the jungle site of the
People’'s Temple.

“You ask yourself, ‘What happened? Where
did it all go wrong?" Hunter said in an
interview at the converted Hudson River
mansion that serves as headquarters of his
fellowship. His wife, Dorothy, sat at his side,
and Hunter #ecalled their first meeting with
Jones: : ’ :

“I wafp” executive secretary of the Church
in Sociefy of the Christian Church, Disciples
of Christ, and a social worker who was a
member of our congregation said, ‘I'd like
you {o meet a young man; he has similar
interests.’

“"He was a minister, a Methodist pastor,
with a eongregation that included a small ec-
static group of people. He was involved in
peace and social justice and he was in touch
with depressed people. He lived with them,”
Hunter said.

Eventually, Hunter said, Jones withdrew
from the Methodist fold and set up his own
temple in a former synagogue on North De-

laware Street in Indianapolis. His congrega-

tion, consisting of more black than white

groups. )

Jones purchased the building from a con-
gregation headed by Rabbi Maurice Davis,
now of White Plains, N.Y., for $50,000 ‘‘which
he paid back over the course of #Everal
years.”

A The rabbi, ironically, has singf become
ﬂ'brominent in organizing families 1o fight re-
//ligious cults. *'Jones's name kept cropping up
¥ in the work I do in deprogramming.” Rabbi
Davis said, ‘‘but there was no indication of
his organizing such a cult in Indianapolis.”

Jones, in his People’s Temple, found trans-_
ients and set up a soup kitchen. He visited a
congregant in a badly run nursing home,
“carried her out in a blanket,” according to
Hunter, and started his own nursing homes.

‘“They were crowded, but clean and
bhumane, and for a while they were among
the best in the city,” the executive director
said. “'Soon he began to demand sacrifices —
members of his church gave rnore liberally
of their time and money than those of other
churches,

Jones had what Hunter calls & *‘very pusi-
tive personality” and seemed 1o be able to
raise money easily. ‘‘He once said, ‘Every-
thing I touch turns to money. I'd have been
a millionaire if 1 had not been called this
way,"" Hdnter said. j
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Jones, Hunter recalled, was seen by many
as a person much more heavily commiited to
social concerns than the average, but a per-
son with driving desire Al uw  _

Rabbi Davis recalls Jones as being primar-
ily involved in interracial matters. “He had
an interracial family,” he said. ““He was part
Indian, his wife was white, they adopted
children of different races’”’ — one was black
and one was Korcan — “and finally, in about
1964, he left Indiana, saying it was too racist

‘for him.” -

Hunler recalled that, too, and more: “Jim
had also become interested in the atomic
bomb. Vietnam, and other matters. He had
left for a while to teach at the Universily of
Hawaii and he spent two years in Brazl or-
ganizing orphanages and & mission.

The Indianapolis church was disbanded
after Jones and bhis followers left for Califor-
nia. “We visited them there once,”’ Hunter
said. “He bad built a churth and included a

Sswimming pool in the sanctuary, It was sup-

posed to be for baplisms but he told the kids
to use il after school.” ‘

Hunter, whose Fellowship of Reconciliation
organized some of the first freedom rides in
the South and spawned both the Americgn
Civil Liberties Union and the National Con-
ference of Christians and Jews, said that
Jones demanded much from his members in
the fields of social and ractal justice.

“"He once told me he demanded that each
member of the congregation write a letter
about some social issue,” Hunter recalled.
The pastor had set up shelters for brutalized
animals, initiated & job rebabilitation prog-
ram and sent young people to college.

Hunter shook his head. “'Jim had ambitions
and he was autocratic, The idea of that
community in Guyana was not evil, hacking
out a community of love. 'But bodyguards to
enforce love?™

Rabbi Davis said, “I keep thinking what
happens when the power of love is twisted

‘into the love of power.”

Then he recalled an incident in In-

‘ dianapolis: *“When he bought our temple we

had an eternal light going. Jim asked us to
leave it. He wanted to keep it burning as a
sign of our friendship and what we stood for.
All last night I kept wondering, where did it

go out?” am—— "



NC reporter Don Harris interviews Jim Jones o few hours before
Horris was killed by-o Jones death squod on airfield near the temple.

urris wnd Rep. Leu Ryan tatk ot airfield minutes before they were gunned
down. NBC-TY film photos taken from television screen and sent vio UP)



Jim" Jones, leader of the Peoples Temple cult lies shot to deuth in his |ung|e retreat
— The lone survivor said Jones put o bullet through his hesd os 900 followers died.




Temple founder, in 19

The Rev. Jim Jones, People's
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76 photo.
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Dr. Lony Schocht, who mixed
the brew, in yearbook photo.




Rep. Leo Rynn"relu:es in Guyana hotel with unidentified cide, o few days before his murder.
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GEORGETOWN, Guyana — They kitled the
babies first.

Mothers brought their infants to the altar
of death, cradled in their arms. Children
were led by the hand. Nurses moved from
one trusiing child to anolher, squirting
cyanide down their throats with syringes
while their parents looked on.

Near the altar-the Rev. Jim Jones, 46, sat
on a throne-like chair on a platform, presid-
ing calmly over this greal extravaganza of
death. ’

Within moments convulsions began to
wrack the tiny bodies of the children, white
foam frothing from their lips.

The children began to cry, small voices
wailing in a wilderness of murderous suicidal
mania. <They trembled, fear in their eyes.
For one briel moment, panic swepl the disci-
ples of the ™aoples Temple.

Jim Jones sensed it. He leaped to his feet,
exhorting, shouting. “‘We must die with dig-
ﬂity."

As if by godlike command, all doubt van-
ished and as the last rays of sun filtered
through the Guyanese jungles, 800 of the
followers of Jim Jones drank poison and died
in satanic ritual. Most were Californians.
Most were black.

“The first adult to die was a young woman
who went up with a baby in her arms, had
the poison shot down her throal, walked into
8 lield and sat down and died,” spid Odell
Rhodes, the only. known living witness of the
mass suicide. )

That lasi hour is. almost impossible to vis-
valize. -Rhodes, 36, a recovered drug addict
with a long arrest record in Detroit, provided
a rambling account:

“They (the medical teams) took equipment
into a tent, used as a library and school,
large syringes minus the needles, plastic con-
tainers with the poison.”™

The poison was cyanide and contained
tranquilizers and painkillers to ease the
agony of the deadly poison. It was washed
down with grape KoolAid.

“They would draw an amount out in the
gyringes and administer it by simply squirt-
ing it in people’s mouths.

“Then they would give them a small drink
of punch to wash it down.

“Many of the chiildren volunteered to take
the poison. T can’t say why most people were
found face down. They were falling different
ways.” -

"“Then the children started to ery.”

Rhodes said he escaped when he went with
a nurse to find a stethoscope.

“l went out the back door and crawled
under a building,""he said.

Most of the disciples went into the main
auditorium to die. At the back of the hall,
mounted on a stage, was a placque in black.
It read: “Love one Another.”

Not since the Nazi death camps of World
War Il has a scene s¢ stunmed the world.

Fields covered with the dead, many lying
in embrace, surrounded the People’s Temple,
a ramshackle wooden structure in the center
of the commune — victims of one of the
most awesome mass suicides in history.

Within the space of a lew minutes at dusk
on Saturday, Nov. 18, the lexicon of history's
horrors liad te be expanded to include:
Jonestown.
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ae5 Warren Jones was born in 1932 in
Lyor 1, the son of a poor family which
lived ..ainly off an army pension the father
received for heing gassed Sr—orts War 1.
A childhood friend, Thelma Manning of
Fort Myers, Fla.. remembered that Jones'
mother was a “'strong. independent, intense"
person who worked at different jobs to help
support the [amily.

+0ld Jim f{the father) didnt do much,”
h{rs. Manning said. ‘“Just went uptown to
play cards with the boys.™

Jones loved animals as a childand Bar
bara Shaifer, a first cousin who still lives in
Lynn, recalled, **sometimes he’'d have or

seven cats or dogs following him around.'S
“I also remember we always had funera
for our pets,” Mrs. Shaffer said. ‘‘Another
thing 1 remember is he was always in-
terested in being a minister.’ - )
“He was always interested in the church,”
Mrs. Vera Price, another childhood playmate
from Lynn recalled. ‘‘We used to play pre-
tend church and he’d be the preacher, stand-
ing up and making sermons.” .
Jones used Lo “‘baplize’’ the other children
in a creek that ran through the tpwn.
“He never drowned anybody 1 know of,”
Mrs. Price said. ~ :

Alvin B Webb, former UPI Europe ana Asjia news
ediior and chrel reporter n ¥ietnam, 3 head of a spe-
cia! UPl newsphoto team from north end South
America 1n Guyana 10 gather facls on the mass suicide
tha! the State Departmeni reports took the lves of 900
members of the ARev Jim Jones Peoples Temple desp
in the Guyana jungle. In addiicn, UPI bureaus in San
Francisco. Washington, Hoeuston, indianapolis, and many
ather ponis have contributed addiional nformation on
Jones and his sect for this story

Lt

T had a hunch something bad was going
to happen to him,” said a former acquain-
tance who did not want 1o use his name. “He
was smart as a whip but had some sirange
ideas. He never fit in with the town. He was
different.” . .

If the town of Lynn did not like Jones,
Jones detested Lynn. He attended high school
in nearby Richmond where he was known as
something of a loner. The only mention -of
him in the graduating class yearbook said
inexplicably, "“Jim's six-syllable medical voe-
abulary astounds us all."”

Later on, when he had built his fanatical
following, Jones tried o go home again. In
June, 1976, he detoured 11 busloads of disei-
ples to his hometown. But even then, Lynn,
Ind., was not impressed with its native son.

“] didn't agree with some of the things he
was supposed to have done,” Mrs. Myrtle
Kennedy recalled of the 1976 visit. ‘“Like he-
aling people. 1 believe that’s God’s work.”

Jones left Lynn upon graduation to pursue
his ¢climb toward self-deification.

“Jones started out in the Methodist church
but got disenchanted,” said Thomas Dickson

“ of Tampa, Fla, a former associate mimister
I "ol Jones' Peoples Temple.

“He told me there was no love in the
(Methodist) Church and he said that’s what
made him decide to start his own church,”
Dickson said.
a—gomet” enrolled in Indiana University a
his freshman roommate, Kenneth E. Lemofis,
recalled “Jones believed himself then to bz a
Messiah." .



» enrolled in Butler Univers.

-

Jones spent a summer at T-irdue and then
n Indianapolis
in 1951. He spent the next 1) years as a part-
time student earnigg a degree in secondary
education. Lo

By this time Jones had married a nurse at
Reid Memorial Hospital whom he had met
while working as an drderly — one of many
jobs he held while putting himself through
school. :

In 1956 Jones opened his [irst People's
Temple and adopted his first cause — the
plight of blacks in a city with its share of
racial unrest.

He had worked in several small churches -

in the city and at the last, the Laure! Street
Tabernacle, he was expelled for advocating
the admittance of blacks to the congregation.

Jones and his wife adopted eight children
— some of them black —and kept his fledgl-
ing church going by opening a soup Kitchen
and by giving away old clothes they c¢ol-
lected.

Jones, who would later confided in a friend
that his father had been '‘a Ku Klux Klan
type” and that he had “never seen a Negro
until I was 12, moved his church into a
black neighborhood.

For his pains he earned the wrath of
many whites and his church was the target
of macabre menaces — dead cats were
thrown into the congregation and crosses
bjrned on the lawn. -

4 jBul he also was nimed executive director

olff Indianapolis Human Rights Commissioh

ere former Mayor Churches H. Boswell
remembered him as a ‘“‘very guiet, nop-
aggressive person, who, in 1964, was ordained
a minister in the Christian Church.

One year later he gave up the fight and,
denouncing Indiana as s “‘racist” state, led
140 of his faithful to Ukiah, Calif.

N was the first slep on the journey 110
death. . y

In Ukiah, Jones horizons began to expand.

Jones began to draw disciples from %he
lonely, the%elderly, the desperate — hopeless
people who would give all they had for the
promise of eternity,

Many of the elderly new converts turned
over their Social Security checks to Jones.
He promised to take care of them for the
rest of their lives and gave them a $2-a-week
allowance.

“He made them cash in their insurance,"”
former member Birdie Marable said. Jones
told them they did not need insurance, prom-
ising they would never die.

Jones began to buy property from the do-
nations. At the time of his move fo Guyana,
Jones had soid nearly all of his property in
Redwood Valley. The county assessor had put
ihe value at $1 million but Jones sold it for

uch more.
© More and more converts donated land to

ones' church. Jones promptly soid it. In
1976, records show Jones sold 11 pieces of
Property worth $217,000, Six of those were
sold by Jones on the same day the ow? r
gave them to the church. 5

Jones also learned the boundless capabit‘ty
of human beljef.

At church se-vices Jones would sell pic-
tures of hims« ! his disciples. Each picture

was designed 1 protecithe.hnljer Irom fire,
assault, even cancer.

But each picture would work for only one
catastrophe, so church members had to buy
a full set 10 get total protection. Al Mills, the
church photographer, said the picture conces-
sion alone netted up to $3,000 each weekend.

By the early 1970s, weekend church ser-
vices in San Franecisco and Los Angeles were
bringing in between 825,000 and $35,000.

But other, more sinister changes were tak-
ing place in the heart and mind of Jim
Jones. He began to believe in his own mes-

_ sianic missign and l}e learned the power of
" fear.

“‘He would threaten people, tell them some.

: thing tragic would happen if they left,” Dick-

son recalled. *'No one else was supposed to
have anything but he had three Cadillacs and
plenty of money. He was making siaves out
of the people.

“l told him the day I left, ‘Jim, you're a
devil. Something serious is going to happen
to you,”" Dickson said. “And he said, ‘It
won't happen to me. You're speaking against

. the annointed Prophet of God.'"

Another member who left the cult, Deanna

’ Mertie of San Francisco, said he forced

members 1o stand on street cormers wit}’ do-
nation boxes and beg. ‘

*They made us go,” she said. “If said
'no," you'd have lo answer to Jim #nd the
Council. Jim would decree a punishment,”™

The punishments began to turn more and
more toward the physical —boxing maiches,
flagellation and, of course, sex. ’

"1 am God! 1 am Ged!"' Jones would shout
at his congregation. "‘He pointed toward a
70-year-old woman,” ex-cull member Grace
Stoen recalled. “'You don't worship me
enough. Strip naked!" She refused and the
entire congregation — about 2000 people —
moved in around her to make her do it.”

“Then he pointed to another woman and
said, ‘You strip,”” Mrs. Stoen said. ‘'She
started lo unbutton her blouse and he said,
“Because you believe, you don’t have to.' But
that old woman had to. Right in front of
everybody.”

Steve Katsaris, a pyschologist from Potter
Valley, Calif., who failed to pry his
25-year-old daughter from the cult, said

: Jones' policy was “not to allow husbands and

wives have sex together.”

- - r —

T



“‘He (Jones) reserves the righl to have sea-
ual relations with both men and women be-
cause he is the only one capable of giving
true love,” Katsaris said.

Katsaris said that if a man and woman
wanted to have sexual relations, they had to
apply to the ‘“‘relations committee’” and walt
three months for a decision.

‘'One young couple couldn't wait three
months and was found to have had inter-
course before the Lhree month waiting period
was over,” Katsaris said. “As punishment
they had to have sex in front of the whole
group — 1,200 people.”

Sophia Smith of East Oaldand said that
members had to go through regular confes-
sionals — *“‘catharsis” sessions, the church
called them — in which they had to write
down and give to Jonmes an account of all
their sexual experiences.

“This was a sign of loyalty demanded by
Jones. To have to make up your own confes-
sions — and il was always about adultery,
child molesting, homosexual activity, expos-
ing oneself in the park.”

Two California newspapers, the San Jose
Mercury and the Los Angeles Times, carried
reports which said Jones forced both male
and female members of the People’s Temple
to have sex with him.

Jones had a secretary who would call up
both maje and female memobers and say,
"Father hates to do this but he has this tre-
mendous urge and could you please...” the
Times quoted Mills as saying.

After the ¥catharsis” sessions, Jones would
prescribe punishment. Usually they were
beatings.

“It started w:th light spankings,” Gary
Lambrev said. ““Then small sticks, then the
oak board, then boxing matches.”

Miss Mertle estimated she saw up to 300
beatings of peaple, some as young as four,
others up to their late 50s.

*The blows were usually administered by a
200-pound womsn,” she said. ‘If the victim
struggled, he was spreadeagled by other
members. A microphone was placed near his
mouth to amplify the screams.'

Jones would stand by impassively while the
beatings were going on, Miss. Mertle said.
“QOccasionally he would say ‘hit him harder’
and sometimes he would laugh.”

The spankings led to boxing matches in
which strong members would keep whoever
was being punished in the ring until he was
completely whipped.

“Spme of themn couldn’t even get up off the
floor,"”” she said. “‘Even children weren't ex-
empt from the boxing bouts.”

Through terror and brainwashing, Jones
began to marshall a small army. He tumed it
toward political battles. )
~ Jones became popular with several Califor-
nia politicians and Willie Brown Jr., a state
legislator, explained: ‘‘Numbers of people
gave him clout. He is virtually able to pro-
duce physically more people (at a rally) than
anyone [ know.”

Jones presented himself as a champion of
liberal causes. Jones political work gained
him chairmanship of the San Francisco Hous-

ing Authority a nost ha regionad by falegram
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after he reached Guyana.
Visitors to his temple included Gov. Ed-
mund G. Brown Jr., San Francisco Mayor
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George Moscone and Los Angeles Mayor To,
Bradley. Letlers praising his work came
from First Lady Rosalynn Carter and late
Sen. Hubert H. Humphreyg—tae—

Shortly before he left for Guyana, Jones
was accused of stuffing ballot boxes, District
attorney Joseph Freitas appointed Timothy
Stoen, assistant DA and a member of the
People's Temple, to investigate. Sioen cleared
Jones of the charges.

However, it was because of the Stoens that
Jones decided to flee the United States — a
flight that would lead him and hundreds of
his followers to perhaps the most bizarre
deaths in modern times. .

Grace Sioen joined the People’s Temple in
November, 1969. Her husband was already a
member. They had a child, John Victor.

Jones claimed the child as his own. A
heated custody battle ensued. Grace Stoen in-
sisted she had never had sexual Telations
with Jones. Others said she did.

Grace Stoen and her husband became es-
tranged. Jones had decided to move his
church to a foreign country. The California
Supreme Court awarded custody of the boy
to the Stoens. But Jones took the boy with
him to the jungles of Guyana.

The child died with Jones in the ritual
suicides.,

“When I was in the church I truly believed
that nobody could ever leave,” Grace said.
“Then a group of eight left. This was when
the suicides first began to be brought up.”

Suicide became more and more of a fixa-
tion for Jones.

For 14 months Jones and his cult lived in
the beautiful jungle wilderness that is
Guyana, his temple ‘'dedicated against the
evils of racism, hunger and injustice.”

Then came danger. .

Rep. Leo Ryan, D-Calif., announced he
would go to see thc People's Temple first
hand to investigate charges by wvoters that
Jones was holding members against their
will.

Ryan and his party spent a day at the
commune. He found disciples who wanted to
leave.

“They will never make it to the United
States,” Jones said. Then came the death
knell. “We will all commit suicide.”

Jones had ordered the “hit squad” (o at-
tack Ryan and his party of defectors at the
Port Kaituma air strip. The gunmen attacked
the plane with precision and returned to
headguarters.

Among those who told Ryan he wanted to
leave was Gerald Parks, 46. He wanted to
take his family. Another was Larry Layton.

As they prepared to leave the commune
with the defectors, Ryan and his party ran
into trouble. One of the disciples grabbed the
California congressman and held a knife to
his throat. ’

Lawyer Mark Lane, who with attorney
Charles Garry represented the People's Tem-
ple, intervened and Jones finally ordered
Ryan released.

But at the airstrip, death waitled.

As the party was about to board one of two
fight planes 1o take them back to
Georgetown, Layten pulled a pistol and
opened fire. From the side of the runway a
tractor-trailer moved into a gear and a group

il ap—:
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of six armed men opened fire on the whol
-Iroup. -
" Ryan, 52, NBC television reporter Don Har
ris, 42; NBC cameraman Robert Brown, 36
both from Los Angeles; Gregory Robinson, i
photographer for The San Francisco Ex
aminer, and Parks wife, Patricia, 45, a cul
member who was trying to escape, all wern
killed.

But the horror of the ambush was only :

_prelude of what was {0 come.

Jones called his council together and mad
the announcement that the entire commun
was 1o commit suicide. One young woma
protested.

“Traitor! Traitor! the others shouted.

For some months Jones had put his disci
ples through a mass suicide drill. Now wa.
the time for the real thing. Jones called th
commune physician, Dr. Larry Schacht o
Houston, Tex., and told him to prepare th
cyanide poison.

Schacht emptied his medicine chest into .
huge tub which he then filled with grape
flavored Kool Aid. He gave what was left o
the cyanide to the nurses to administer
the children.

One after another, the disciples of Ji
Jones drank the poison.

Within four or five minutes after drinki
the devil's brew, each died. Most lay fa:
down. Men and women were found in fin
embraces. Friends had their arms arowm
one another's backs. One couple had plac
their small boy between them and the thn
died together, their arms entwined.

Bodies were piled on bodies. Here ai
there arms and legs protruded upward
grotesque positions. B

One 76-year-old woman, Hyacinth Thrus
slept through it all and survived.

When the first Guyanan troops enter:
Jonestown, they counted 409 corpses lyi
around the commune. But they didn't distu
the bodies and look underneath.

The shock and horror struck again fi
days later when U.S. officials announced t
number of dead would be more than dout
that figure.

The question was why.

“He thought that if the Parks {(family
defectors) were allowed to leave and ¢
away with it, others would come from t
United States and take away their fam,
members,” Rhodes said.

“Jones couldn’t see his organization bre
up. He had a tremendous ego.”

But for those who had escaped from Jor
power before the Jonestown horror, fear s
remained.

Grace Stoen and others swear that Jor
had formed an assassination squad charg
with murdering anyone who left the co
mune.

San Francisco police chief Charles G
conceded, “We have a knowledge of a p
ported ‘hit squad’ and a ‘hit list.™’

Neva Sly, another ex-member whose h
‘band had put the knife to Ryan’s throat
Jonestown, said she is certain he is now ¢
of Jones' ‘‘Angels,”” as the hit team is call

“My main plea is to the assassinti
squad,” she said. ‘‘Please stop! People h:
a right to their beliefs.”

. For others, Jones’ death was the final -
doing of evil incarnate. P
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JONESTOWN, Guyana (UPD) — Exhausteh
J.S. soldiers Friday kept linding “‘bodies, one
nder the other” at the Jonestown mass
uicide scene and officials said as many as 800
en, women and children had died in the
ungle commune suicide ritual. .

“I spent 34 months in Vietnam, and this is
the worst I've ever seen,” one officer said.

The death toll in the mass suicide reached
T15 by late Friday. Previously the death toll
bad been put at 408.

“We keep finding bodies, one under the
other,” Col. William ), Gordon, director of the
US. task force at the Peoples Temple com-
mune where the Rev. Jim Jones’ fanatical fol-
lowers drank cyanide with grape Kool-Aid
Saturday night.

Many of the newly found bodies were chil-
dren under 15 who lay under the corpses of
adults. There were at least 180 victims under
15 among the dead.

In the auditorium where most of the people
died was mounted a small plaque in black that
read, “Love one another,”

Op the stage was Jim Jones's throne-like
chair {rom which the leader of the cult ex-
horted his followers at the bizarre communion

of death at supdown Saturday, ‘“You must die
with dignity.'K
U.S. military offictals said they were no

Guyqna
‘toll t

0775

longer looking for survivors, apparently
cause of the task of recovery of new bodie;
they unexpectedly found. Thirty-nine survivon;
had been found by Friday.

The odor from the swollen, decompose
bodies was overwhelming. As the troops
moved one body, frequently they would find
another below it — sometimes a child, some-
“times an adult. -

“Bodies were just piled up,” one source
said. “'It seems the Guyanese (troops) were not
going through them very thoroughly.”

A spokesman for the U.S. Embassy, which
was providing the official body count, said the
death toll prebably would rise to about 800,

Gordon said, “I cannot confirm or deny that,
but we recovered between 620 and 700 bodies.
We expect to finish the job early Sunday or as
late as Monday morning.”

In the capital city of Georgetown, sources
close to police said Edward Bikman, 43,
hometown unknown, will be charged today
with four counts of murder in the throat-slash-
ing slaying in Peoples Temple sect member
Sharon Amos and her three young children in
Georgetown last Saturday and with one count
of attempled murder against Stephany Jones,
another cultist.

In Jonestowvn, the exhausted U.S. saldjgé.

(See TEMPLE, Page 1§)
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and airmers working day and night were anxi-
ous /ggln'oul. One of the factors that could
affe€t the recovery operations was the*change-
able tropical weather.

Lt. Col. Howard Paris said some of the
buildings in the commune had been ransacked
but said he had no idea by whom.

“We went into the buildings, we found some
ransacked, but we don’t know if this was the
work of vandals,’ he said.’

About t00 bodies were still lying about the
open-air assembly hall Friday afternoon along
with the bodics of many dogs. All the corpses
found so far have been in or near the au-
ditorium. -

No bodies have been found in the nearby
Jungle, where authorities af first theorized that

hundreds of sect members had fled for their
lives.

Strewn about the stage were musical in-
struments, including electric guitars, as well
as the microphones and stereo equipment that
Jones used to broadcast his death appeal.

Also on the stage was a large sign proclaim-
ing: “Those who do not remember the past
are condemned to repeat it.”

(?ther details of the swvicide' horror were
given Friday in Georgetown by a wilness,
Odpll Rhodes, 33, of Detroit, a onetime drug
adliict, who said Jones supervised the ritual
whle seated in his raised chair, then took his
own life with a bullet in the brain.

Rhodes said after Congressman Leo Ryan,
D-Calif., and his investigating misgion [eft
Saturday for a nearby airstrip, Esiies called a -
mass meeting and declared, “They will never
reach the United States and we will all com-
mit suicide.” .

Commune members murdered Ryan and four
other Americans as they boarded planes to re-
turn to Georgetown. A few hours later just
after sunset the 46-year-old Jones called the
members of the cult to a mass meeting at the
temple’s auditorium where a caldron of
cyanide and soft drink, tranquilizers and pain
killers awaited them.

U.S. Embassy spokesman Fred Shaver said,
*“It appears the original count is seriously in
error. At this time 485 bodies have been Te-
moved. Twenty more bodies are at the Jones
town site, and the head count has reached
270,” a total of TI5. “There are more expected
as the head count continues.”

Five other cult members died away from the
commune — one killed in the airstrip mas-
sacre and a mother and her three children
found with their throats cut in Georgetown —
for a total to date of 780.

U.S. Army Capt. Tom Moskatelli said the
new bodies were discovered when the Ameri-
can troops moved into a new area on the .
other side of the temple from whereithe first
mass of bodies were piled up.

*“They found smaller adults and childyen
under larger adults’ bodies.

“w began discovering bodies and we kept
disco'}er'mg more and more and more ... And
we figure there may be a few more.”’ :

Moskatelli said that “as far as can be de-
termined,” all died of poisoning. )

In Washington, the State Department said,
“Current total estimates are that there could
be up to BOD bodies in Jonestown. What_is
happening is that they are finding bodies
under bodies.”

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Jphn
Bushnell said the new count had only_)ust
emerged because priority was given to iden-
tifying known bodies and searching for sur-
vivors.

Shaver said the newly discovered corpses
were “at the site” but whether in ll'fe lel:l:lple
or in the jungle “I'm mol sure precisely.

But only 39 survivors have turmed up and
the new death toll could account for most of
the missing people.

Guyanese Deputy Prime Minister Ptolemy
Reid told parliament Friday government re-
cords showed 915 members of sect had entered
the country. )

Rhodes said the infants and children were
the first to die.

They were led — many crying — to a table
at the steamy assembly hall where the com-
mune nurse squirted cyanide down their
throa syringe and then gave them a
grape Kool-Aid mixture for a chaser.
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u.s. rmlstary front- Ioader hﬂs a pallet of coffins containing the bodies of the
Jonestown massocre victims onto the loading platform of a Military Air Tronsport
Cuqmand Friday at Georgetown’s International Airport. Officials said the total number
of n.hms of the bizarre rites may go as high as 80O persons. (UP! photo)
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MEW TR LIMEs NEWS SETVIOE
JTJEﬁSﬁINGTON — The State Department
. lound itself on the defensive again Friday
about the tragedy in Guyana, this time in its
effort to account for the abrupt rise in the
body count of People's Temple suicides from
about 400 to nearly 800. )

Pressed at a news briefing repeatedly for an
explanation as to why several days passed be-
fore several hundred bodies were located, a
high-ranking State Department official offered
two explanations: .

—The United States Army Graves Registra-
tion unit had given priority not te counting but
to identifying bodies and packaging them for

gruesome task did they become aware that the
original body estimate by Guyanese police had
been far too low,

—Other American army personnel flown to
Guyana had given their highest priority to
Jeooperating with the Guyanese search__for sur-

evacuation. Only as they progressed with the -

U.S. offers explanatien
on revised suicide count

vivors of the People’s Temple, especially when
it seemed earlier this week that scores o
hundreds might have escaped from Jonesville.

John A, Bushnell, deputy assistant secretary
of state for inter-American affairs, told a mews
conference that the figure of 400 to 410 bodies
had been only 'a rough, preliminary estimate"
by the Guyanese police contingents when they
first entered the Jonesville area.

Another administration official, also in direct
contact with American operations in Guyana,
said the Guyanese police had carried out only
a hasty and superficial original count because
they feared they might contract diseases from
contact with the decomposing corpses.

The Guyanese government cited the fear of
an epidemic when it asked American au-
thorities to abandon their plan to bury the
People’s Community members in Guyana
to evacuate them to the United States as fjoon
as possible.

Bushnell said Friday that in many cases the

raves registration squads discovered the
corpses of small children under the bodies of
their parents. He said that at least 180 chil-
-dren under 15, ineluding many infants, were
among the TI5 bodies that had been counted
up to noon Friday.

It was evident, however, that the official ex-
planations by Bushniell and others of the
dramatic increase in the body count neither
satisfied questioners nor silenced those who
have been critical of the government's hand]-
ing of the Guyanese tragedy from the first re-
port last Saturday of the killing of Rep. Leo¢ J.
Ryan and four other Americans after their
visit to Jonestown.

. All week, the State Department has found
\ itsell on the defensive, responding to charges
A\ that it failed to warn Ryan adequately of the
\/i,anger involved in his visit t¢ Jonestown and

questions on why Unitéd States consular of-

) I
ficials failed to discern the character of th
People's Temple during periodic visits to th
community.

At Friday's news conference, the depariment
spokesman, Hodding Carter 3d, was gsked
whether the State Department would become
“more aggressive in the future in investigating
cases such as this.”

Carter said he thought it obvious that the
government would examine what happened in
this case and “what can be learned from it,”
but he added that consular officers in Guyana
had investigated the People's Temple aggres-
sively within their mandate.

Department officials have said repeatedly
that consular officers cannot be -expected to
behave as agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and that the officers were inhi-
bited by constitutional guarantees from inter

fering in Guyana with what supposedly was pé&f
American religious establishment.
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