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_ Followers

Say They'll
Carry On

By Duncan Spencer
Washington Star Stalf Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — The tiny band
of followers of Rev. Jim Jones say
that they are determined to continue
Jones’ mavement here.

Opening the large, outwardly
shabby Peoples Temple building to
reporters for the first time since
Saturday's events in Guyana, Tem-
ple leader Rev. Archie Ijames yes-
terday emphatically denied wide-
pread rumors that there are “hit
guads’ in the San Francisco area
whose mission is to revenge them-
selves on temple dropouts.

Temple members, breaking a si-
lence since Saturday, also agnied
that they were under any su&cide
pact with Jones, or that any thock
mass suicide such as were reported
from the Jonestown compound by
dropouts were ever practiced here.

“I abseclutely deny there are any
death squads,’” said Ijames, who has
acted as one of Jones' advisers and is
said to be his second in command
here. ““We are holding meetings
every day.. . . We are leading Chris-
tian lives on the faith that temple

-programs are going to continue.””

SOURCES CLOSE to temple ac-
tivities say that the main function of
the, Peoples Temple since Jones-left
for‘Guyana two years ago has been to
act' as a shipment point for goods
bound for Jonestown, and as a com-
muikcations center.

In contrast to its run-down ex-
terior, the temple's inside facilities
were clean and modern. It contained
a modern printing press, a large
meeting hail, Kkitchens and apart-
ments. “

Jones did his preaching from a
high wooden pulpit flanked not by
Christian symbols or scriptural writ-
ings. but by a copy of the U.5. Consti-
tution and a picture of Martin Luther
King Jr.

Also on display was the temple’s
radio room where members kept in
touch with the Guyana agricitural
mission until Saturday. Menbers
a'so showed toys and puzzles) that
hild been made in Jonesiown. Dhese
were described as part of the jones-
tawn “‘cottage industry.”
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ple for the press tour, said he was
under 2V-hour police protection in
spite of the members’ statements be-
cause h¢ has been threatened with
death by_phone. "I just don’t want to
take any chances,’” Garry said.

GARRY, WHO WAS in Guyana as

the mass suicide began, denied re-

ports that Jones and a group of
assassins escaped Guyana by boat,.

Otle Temple member, Joilce
Parks, who did medical work'in
Guy:na, was away from Jonestopn
wheni the deaths occurred and tien
fled to San Francisco “'because I did-
n’t know what to do."”

Shi said her mother, father, sisier
and ton were missing in the Jongis-
town.:atastrophe.

When questioned about the dedth
squads, she said, “Why_would I want
to bring any more pain on anyone
else?” | Grved to

eanwhile, police continue
gu?aard a Berkelé)y house where about

a dozeh temple defectors were Sjay

ing. . !

They have said they fea‘l for their
lives because of Jones' allegg
threats to kill anyone who left the cir-
cle of followers.
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Shocks Remnant of Peoples Temple

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 24 (UPD)—
The faithful remnant of the peoples
Temple reeled under a2 new blow to.
day as word came that hundreds more
of their families and friends had been
found dead in Guyana.

] don't know what to say. It’s a
shock. It's terrible,” said June Cr¥m,

one of dozens of—persons seciuded— -

in the temple headquarters in fear of
violence from people who lost rela-
tives in the Guyana tragedy.

Crym, when told that many missing
members of the Jonesville coleny
wers 0w known to be dead, said she
could ofity hope that this would dispel
“rumors that there is a hit squad or

plot” by surviving temple members to
harm an¥vone. !

The news of more bodies found at
Jonesville stunned the temple fzith-
ful. :

“We always hoped. You know, if
you have children or loved ones and
you haven't heard, You think there is
always a chance they will come out of
the jungle as others have,” Crym said,

Crym said that while she did not
have any relatives at Guyana, most of
the people in the temple did, and that
some have been waiting anxiously in
the hope that their loved ones had
somehow avoided the terrible death
ritual. o

If all are now accounted lor, she
said, it will end the anxiety, but als¢
the hope.

“RBut we are still alarmed and dis-
trubed by the rumers being thrown
out on no basis whatsoever,” she said,
“People have been whipped up to
such a frenzy by the reports of hit
squads in the Temple.”

Bhe said some enemies of the Rev.
Jim Jones who had let their feelings

spill out could incite “crazies” ta at-
tack the Temple. :

“The police have béen very coobera-
tive. They are protecting us. We have
no way ol knowing” whether the Tem-
ple and its faithful might be actualiy
be attacked, she said. “But over the
past week we have received many
death threats.”

“We thought we should gather to-
gether here for safety,” she said. “We
are now 4 small number.”

Crym said she does not know how
many persons are still in the People
Temple congregation, which num-
bered 3,000 a few weeks ago. No
Thanksgiving Day services were held,
The faithful few in the temple had a
quiet dinner by themselves.

Othe churches have offered assist-
ance, Crym said, and the local Council
of Churches has asked the temple
members if any help is needed.

“People have been calling expfess-
ing sympathy and understanding,""she
said. “We are encouraged about ihis
and we are determined this is not yo-
ing to end the Temple.”
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Cultists
Dissolve

Temple

SAN FRANCISCO — The

Temple congregation, still
isolated and despairing ovetr
the loss of its leader and
more than %00 members in
Guyana, moved Tuesday to
dissolve the church and write
an end to the strange cult’s’
brief history. :

Papers on file in San Fran-
cisco Superior Court said it is{
“practically and morally
impossibie for the corporation
to continue its existence.”

The petition for dissolution
of the temple told the court it*
“is the desire of the corpora-
tion to devote its assels lo
recornpense the families of

"the victims of the events in}

Guyana . . ."”

At the bebest of its attor-
pey, Charles Garry, and ap-
peals from community lead-
ers, the directors of the
temple asked that $1 million
in assets be set aside for
burial expenses of the sect

members who committed
mass suicide.

Under California law, the |-

court is expected to issue a
decree that the corporation be
dissolved. All assets will be
put under jurisdiction of the
court and, after any bills or
claims are settled, the re-
maining assets will be dis-
posed of.

No money or property
could go to benefit any of the
directors or temple members.

It is ot known what assets
are availabie to the court.
Some ex-members have re-
ported the existence of $10
million or more in bank ac-
counts. But those remaining
in the temple szid they have
no knowledge of such ac
counts.

The petition for dissolution
was signed by two surviving
members of the board of
directors, June Crym and
Jean Brown, who are living’
with the small band of about
20 persons at the temple
headquarters. [

Mearwhile, attorney Mark
Lane said that cult leader
Rev. Jim Jones had banked a
fortune, estimated between
$10 million and $15 million.
He said he has the number of
two Swiss accounts, believed
to hoid between §7 and $8
million.

Lane, citing information

from Terri Buford, one of
Jones' mistresses and most
trusted financial advisers,
said the remainder of the
Jones fortune consisted of $3
million kept in a footlocker
and safe in Jonestown plus
about $500,000 in gold and
diamonds.
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cult in Frisco

San Francisco (UPI)—The {tiny
remant of thr Peoples Temple con-
gregation, in despair over the loss of
their leader and more than 900 mem-
bers in Guvana moved yesterday to
dessolve the cult. )

Papers on file in Dan Francisco
Superior Court said that it was
“practically and morally impossible
for the corporation to continue its
existence.

The petition for dissolution told
the court it “is the desire of the cor-
poration to devote its assests to
recompense the families of the vie-
tims of the events in Guyana.”

At the Dehest of ils attorney,
Charles Garry, and appeals from com-
munity leaders, the directors of the
temple asked that $1 million in as-
sests be set aside for burial expenses
of the cult members who committed
mass suicide at Jonestown Guyana on
Nov.18.

The Washington Post
Washington Star-News
Daily News {New York}
-2 The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The Atlanta Constitution
The Los Angeles Times
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Feoples Temple faithful tell about threats

SAN FRANCISCO (UPD) — A!

oup of Peoples Temple members ;
had Thanksgiving dinner Thurs-"
iday in the headquarters where
they are living because of the
“threatening” situation.

Jean Brown, one of those stay-:
ing in the bu:ldlng said the con-a:l

gregation would “keep on going”

without its leader, the Rev. Jim"
Jones. ,

She sald she does not know how .
many of the temple members, who
once numbered 3,000, would
return. H

Some families have moved mto
the temple because of threats dur-".
lng the past few days g

“A number of people feel it is "
safer to be here at this time due to
the rather threatening situation,” .X
she said, adding that many mem- -
bers have received telephone
threats at their homes. ¥

“We have police protection
here,” she said.

She said a number of newsmen
visited the temple early Thursday
with attorney Charles Garry.
| As for the future of the congre-!
gation, Mrs. Brown said they were
determined to carry on. “Afterall,’
she said, “we have been getting’
along without him for a yearand a
haif.”

The temple members scoffed at
reports that any members were
partof an “assassination sguad’ to
take revenge against defectors.

{Maunt Clipping in Space Below)
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Shiocked Followers Learn
the Worst Is Really True

SAN FRANCISCO—For several One member told The Times that
days the remnants of the Rev. Jim suct Feptils are without foundation
Jones’ once-powerful church—twoland are viewed by those in the Tem-
dozen bewildered and pained people ple as a possible prelude to attacks on
—had been huddled in their head-|them by government agencies. She
quarters here, not believing press ac-|said the Temple residents are in con-
counts describing the deaths of their|stant contact with the San Franciseo
leader and their movement. police and have permitted inspection

Finally, afier meeting Wednesday|of the property by police.
with trusted Peoples Temple attorney] Meanwhile, a female Temple mem-

arles Garry, they knew too much.jber, despite the death orgy, retains

is eyewitness account of the trage-lher beatific vision of the Temple, its
y in Guyana convinced them that/history and founder.
heir relatives and friends indeed’ “Qur pastor was a dedicated huma-

ere dead. "nitarian who worked all his life for a

Until Wednesday, their most sus- free society for children to grow up

ined contact with the outside world in. That's all he was about. That's all

ad been through Tom Fleming, the that Peoples Templc was about,” the
anaging editor of the Sun Reporter, woman said.

San Francisco newspaper that] In her view the events at Jones-
erves the black community. town represent the lastest and most

Fleming, who visited the Templef extreme in a long history of attacks

ere three times since Saturday, re-§ on the church for its work toward ra-
ported that its members, while calm hcial integration and feeding the poor.

were in a deep state of shock. Andf  She recounted the history of ha-
they were waiting for a leader to ap-Rrassment that Jones suffered begin-
pear who could make sense of thefning with his days in Indiana when he
madness surrounding Jones’ death. fwas a target for racist attacks be-

A few members maintained a vigi'fcause he had integrated his own fam-
by a shortwave radic, hoping o heargily as well as his church.

a voice from the jungle, while others§ “The attacks against our group had
simply sipped soft drinks and dwelledgescalated so much that at one point
on brighter moments from the Tem-fwhen our agricultural mission in
ple’s remarkable but bizarre history. §Guyana was developed fairly well,

The people in the San Franciscofmost of our active members and our
Temple seemed frozen in time. Thegsenior citizens and our chiidren went
cafeteria that used to feed hundredsjover there and began to build what
of people a day-was still functioning,fRev. Jones had worked all his life for,
but it now fed only the two dozen orffa community where people are totally
B8O residents. reeand. . .”

\ The print shop that once turned out] At that point she broke down and
la widely distributed newspaper andgcried uncontroliably for several min-

~&e popular medical clinic were bothfutes after explaining that her husband

Josed down. was one of those who died in Guyana.
According to Fleming, people in-] She, like the more than two dozen
side were frightened by frequen{ me- church members who still live in the
dia reports that they might be con-San Prancisco temple and the hun-
templating suicide or that members of dreds outside with whom they are in
the temple would help form “hitContact, remains a firm believer in
ads.” Rev. Jones.

Fleming said that the people inside They also believe that he and his
were more like “lost sheep,” and hesettlement died victims of an external
discounted the possibility of a threatCONSRIracy probably involving
exigting -4o- anyone, including them-governmental bodies, ™~
jselves.
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Faithful show grief, resolve

“ The atmosphere inside the solid brick
structure was difficull to assess.

Grief, certainly. And most definitel
shock when the news came that hundred

more bodies had been found in Guyana.

But most of the 20 persons inside the
Peoples Temple headquarters here seemgd to
be going about their regular chores in a
quiet, determined manner.

o

In a carefully conducted tour for a small
group of news people yesterday, a handfu! of
temple members were quite obviously doing
a job they had never expected to be asked to
do. o ,

“We're trying 1o

Department a complete list of our people

over there and whatever identifying inf(xh
mijtion we have bevond that.'said in
Rapdolph, who identified himse}f as.L\s

“reords keeper of sorts.”

sl VL5

ovide the State '

prov

Randolph said he figured tentatively
there were 972 people in Guyana.

But Randolph was quick to say that the
local temple records were not geared to this
sort of list-making. ;

The temple, he said, kept medical
records and information about how to reach
Guyana and also had some photos of the
peopie who went to Jonestown.

“But we never expected we would have
to come up with a list like this,” he said.

Temple members were’ polite with
"newsmen, but-indicated they would like
the buiiding tour to be a quick one so they
1 ould get on with their tasks. As temple

member Tim Clancey phrased it: ¢

“We are trying to identify our rela- !
tives, our loved ones.”

Clancey and other temple leaders
ipside the building expressed the hope -
tney could carry on the work of their
temple despite the tragedy, stressing the
gbod work that had been done in the pagt.
(lancey proudly showed newsmen #he
kitchen “where we served as many Ls
1,500 meals a day to members and others
outside.” " .

{Indicale page, name of
newspaper, city and state.}
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Guy Young, 2 tall man with long hair
who appears to be taking-oves the tasks as
minister of the temple, was calm and
Enalient with reporters except when a
-ameraman tried to shoot a picture from
bim Jones' pulpit in the main, dark-
carpeted meeting room.

Young pointed out that the role of thg,
San Francisco temple after Jones went td
Guyana was to continue to take care o
various church projects as well as to
supply the Guyana mission.

| “We operated for a year and a hal
alchurch in the absence of Jim Jones,” he
dbclared, “We don’t know what the future
folds beyond all this confusion, but we
feel that helpizgsxith the records is most
essential.”

Youﬁg said he and other members
here were taken *eompiBlely by surprise”
by the Guyana killings. (

“We had no awareness of anything of
that sort, any whisper or any knowledge
at all,” he declared, "We are trying 1oMo
recoup ourselves.”

And Clancey added:

“We are as shocked as anybedy. But
we believe in integration, equality and
carrying out the practices and all aspects
of Christian theology: feed your brother,
clothe your brother. take care of your
brother when he is sick. visit him when he
is in prison. '

1
“These are our goalsaed the goals wi
are going 10 keep striving for.”

Enaminet Nic

Phot
. os of temple members watch compilation of Guyana list directed by Jim Randoiph, right, who keeps the records

I Beageene
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Inside Peoples Temple
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TEMPLE EXHIBIT FEATURES TOYS MADE BY ‘'JONESTOWN COTTAGE INDUSTRIES’
Loving hands forever stilled sought to raise funds for commune
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'Jonestown woman denies
the cult used.a ‘hit squad’

Jonestown resident Joyce
Parks, who arrived in San Francis-
an Thanboediving Fyua cat an o £ald0
LU BHIQURSEIY G LYVE, DAl UYL @ IUIUI
up chair inside Peoples Temple and,
tearfully denied the existence of 3
hit squad formed to kill templer -

defectors.

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, cily and state,}

“1 Jost my mother and father in
Jonestown, and I don't know where
my son is,” she said, wiping her
eves. “Why would I want to inflict
pain on someone else?”

Dartre had anna ta Vanarnala tn
LI al po llau gUIlG LU ¥ OHULUTED W 4

arrange for medical treatment of
Jonestown residents when the mas-
-sacre occurred. Her mother-in-law, -
Patricia Parks, was killed in the

airstrip ambush. 11 S.F.Examiner

Two dozen members, joined by
temple attorney Charles Garry, _—
took reporters on a tour of the San Francisco.Ca.
Grary Boulevard church yesterdmy ,
gorning. The members denied
there was a “hit squad” and sjid
tiiey bad no inten_tionf of comniit-
ting mass suicide. . 7 - 7 :

gA short time later,” 50 to 60, Date: 11— 2 478
members sat down to a gloomy! Eaion Final
Thanksgiving turkey dinner. Jean
Brown said the dinner was held
i Txgnside the temple because “a num-

' w Title:
ber of people” had received phone
threats at their homes. _ Y1 S
Tim Clancy described members, TUR
here as “exhausted, frustrated and, Characton
angry” but said they had !oung_ e 85250
strength _and unity among eachl | oo SF 89-25

other. He said they were upset at
the gory descriptions of the corps-
€e5. '.l-v“i-' )

“They are tired of being looked
upon as monsters,” he said.

Leena Coilier said the accusa}
tion of a hit squad was “an alarmist,
fhpe of thing. I think this is 2 setup,
10 have us killed by outside luna-
tjcs.”

¢ Temple members said the San
Francisco churefT%ouid continue.

Submitting Office: SF

FBI/DOJ



“I'm not.embarrassed about
being calied the Peoples Temple,”
said Archie James, who lost a
daughter and other relatives at
Jonestown. “The way we act and
behave, I'm convinced, will male
al! the difference in how people
vipw us.”

Temple members said they wede
not brainwashed by Jones and
insisted they would not commit
suicide even on his orders. They
repeatedly said they could no ex-
plain the mass pnrder and suicide
of at least 770 persons at Jonestown.

New York T es w F‘l
Joyce Parks, a Jonestown resident, weeps as she responds to questions at Geary Boulevard church
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at Cult’s Temple

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 3 — Sunday
morning services at the People’s Temple
here, once attended by more than 1,000
followers of the late Rev. Jim Jones, were
sparsely attended today.

In addition to the estimated 30 mem-
bers who now live at the cult's spacious
church headquarters, about a dozen well-
dressed worshipers — mostly blacks —
trickled into the church through the tem-
ple's back gate for the regular 11 AM.
service.

One temple member was dispatched in
a church car to pick up members who did
not have transportation to the service. He
returned minutes later with three elderly
black wornen, .

ple member who was standing guard at
the back gate this morning, said that the
erganization continued to receive teje-

Tim Clancy, a longtime People's Tem- |

Special to The New York Times

i tive Leg J. Ryan and four others ot Nov.
18, said that the temple had been quiet
this week.

There were several new sea-going
freight containers on the temple’s large
back lot today. Mr. Clancy said that they
had been purchased before the deaths in
Guyana to ship supplies to Jonestown and
that they had been delivered last week.
He said the containers were purchased
{rom Pacific Far East Lines, a 5an Fran-
cisco shipping company that was com-
trolied by the family of former San Fran-
cisco Mayor Joseph Alioto before it de-
clared bankruptcy earlier this year.

Mr. Clancy said decisions for the Peo-
ple's Temple were being made by a con-
: sensus of the residents oi the sect’s hicad-
i quarters here near the low-income Fill-

more District. Members were planning o
elect new corporate officers, he said.
Mr. Clancy said that despite the deaths

g ats. the

T phone thre in Guyana, iemple members “‘still have

. : san Francisco police officers, posteu each other” and plan to continue what he
: * B v, as 0

R around the clock outside the temple since | called M. Jones's ‘‘humanitarian

the deaths of United States Representa-

work."”

— —
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Police Visitor

'Grim S.F. Temple Members

Two dozen members of Peo (ndicate page, name of
ple’s Temple, isolated in the reli newspaper, city and state.)
gious cult’s headquarters at Fill-

more street and Geary boulevard, \
apparently spent. yesterday “grow-
ing more and more depressed and

fascinated by-‘fiews 'teports ftom
Guyana.” e Mgt e og ,

That picture was painted by |
deputy San Frapcisco police chief !
Clem DeAmicis; who spent 40 !

?"'A minutes inside the temple’s guard- |
FUEL ed three-story building at tnid-day.

[

A crowd of about 100 greeted
Jhe officer when he emerged at the

ear of the building at O'Farrell 7 S.F.Chronicle
treet.

“These people {inside the telrp;

ple) have endured a terrible trage San Francisco,Ca.
dy and they're just piecing i X
together,” DeAmicis said.

e R

It was the deputy chief's third
visit to the headquarters in two
days, and he said the persons inside [ Date: 1}_1—%—78
were growing more and more Edition: HO
depressed, first by the murders
Saturday and then by reports of :
mass suicides at Jonestown.

. - ! Title:
DeAmicis said the temple mem-
 Ters watched television, listened to RYMURS
lrﬁg;gsi‘n gand read newspapers all Chaacter:
- or -250
Anxious relatives of some of Classiﬁcatiiz gg
the cultists in Guyana taunted 10 ‘¥
temple sentries and occasional visi- Submitting Office: SF

tors to the temple with name-
cy'llling and threats of violence.

[ ) E

i The most dramatic incJent
céme about--% 7. when a yung
man, whose aunt was ameng tlose

FBI/00Jd



seriously wounded in Saturday’s
ambush on—tire—Guyana airstrip,
tried to climb over the gate, but
was coaxed back by police officers.

. «How can you be brain-
‘washed?" shouted Shelby Byrd, 3,
-1%1 temple members.

'1 Byrd's aunt, Beverly Oliver
‘tan Francisco, was shot in both feet
during the ambush. Mrs. Cliver bad
tried in vain to bring back two sons, .
Bruce, 20, and William, 18, from
Guyana. Her husband, Howard
Qliver, suffored a.stroke at the
Georgetown Hotel.

N . '_’—--—‘ Photo b on \OFE
Bishop Poul Miles comforted Shelby Byrd, who tried to climb the S.F. heudqu;teis' gubt'e ’
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. W sehionos Poot Bat! Writer

EAN FRANCISCO—The strange re-
ligious cult known &3 Peoples Temple
appursaptly hap periahed with fts
founder in Guyana,

*Jirn Jones was this rhurch ™ sald a
‘woman who identified bersel! as a
“former loval supporter” nof Peoples
Semple. "W;thou: hLm., there alnt mo
«ghurch stiyyaorse.”

The wozan, who agreed to talk on
sondition she pot be identified, sald
that the 25 adherents holed up in the
wood-paneled former sSmagogue that
is besdquarters for the cult are alive,

- out of danger and do not intend to
-} themsalves. She also said that

many ¥ou'd be leaving as oD a3
they received word about the fate of
thzir 2nends and relatives in Guyana

Srn Francisco police confirmed this
-account

“Everybody's all right in f.here and
I'm eonvinced they're pot golng to
hurt one another.” sald San Francisco
Deputy Police Chief Ciem DeAmicis*

— afier a tour of the temple yesterday

Fr——— .

1
]

o

(

afternoon. He said a sewrch Bunday
turned up no sign vf weapons.

The talk among the police and on
the street {p this predominantly black
gection of San Francisce is that Peo-
‘pies Temple wus essentially & obe
ms: tand held iogether by the per
sonality, disciplice snd political me-
‘nipulstiveness of its founder.

Even before the massacre in Gu .

yana, the church was & fading pres
ence in San Francisco. Recenily, Peo-

~ ples Temple pold #ts church in Los

Angeles, where membership bad dwin-
dled to only s handful of bellevers.
In the weke of the killings in Gu-
yana, prominent polmcaI ngures who
once hed endorsed and priised Jones
scwTled for safer ground. San Fran-
cisco Mayor George Moscone ackpowl
edged he bad been taken in by Jones
and sald he “procesded to vomit and

cry" when he heard about the murder
re

T ﬁn-n !TL!‘-!N \
., sy

arm T oanm
i Y. LAY

san rrancisco District Attorney Jo-
seph Freitas, another onetime Jones
s'backer, declined to respond to qQues-
Hons about whether an investigation
he was supposed to have made into
FPeopies Temple turmed up anything
wrong. .

Just about every law enforcement
agency here agreed that Peoples Tem-
Pies should bave been Investigated—
by somebody else,

The state attorpey general’s
=ald it had conducted “a

olfice
preliminary

‘review” and decided that the inguiry

‘wrat 8 matter for local officials. The
FE] said # had never been asked to
look Into the affair by the State De
partment.

And San Francisco Supervisor
Quentic Kopp, & probable candidate
ageinst Moscone in the next mayoral
campalgn, blamed both the BState
Department and the mayor.

*“The whole damped thing ealls to
mind the summer of 1877 whep | de
manded that Moscone investigate the
accusations of phymical and mental
torture in Peoples Temple here znd
the conduct of Jones,” XKopp said. “He
refused to do it. The district attorney
sald he would do .it, and he's never
dope a thing.” ]

In fact, o one seems to h:vo donse
much of anything.

Jones was an ordained minister of
the Christian Church, Discipies of
Christ Car] Imvin, regional minister

for the Disciples of Christ, said that

his church, which stresses the auton-
omy of individual denominations, had

.investigated Jones but taken po for-

nal action,
“l assume there wiu be fnrmal ac-

"uon pow,” lrvin added.

The imwpumereu reopxel lemple
presented two faces to San Francisco
yesterday. One was the front estrance
on Geary Street, where the barogue
iren grillwork doors and an inner
door of heavy wood were bolied shut.

-
A pign said, “Peoples Temple of the

Disciples of Christ Denominktional
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" Brotherhood,” and advertised church
-services on Friday and Sundey.

Toe cther facade was 8 back street

-dominated by televizion cameras

whare ~alstiver of churceh membert in

Guyana trickled by to taunt impassive
guards who watched the crowd from a

" parking lot behind a thin metal fence.

Once, a young black mman tried to
scale the fepncs and was pulled back

by palice. When one of the guards re-

treated into the parking lot to drink
what appenared to be 2 cup of eoffes,
an onlooker pointed at & sleeping dog
and maid “You'd better try that out on

the dog ﬂm" :

Lats in the day, & Peoples 're:npla
minister who ldentified himself as Ar-
chle Ijames ckme oul and aaid: *We're
zaddened and we're depressed by
what we're hearing op the media But
we don't Inow any more than you do.”

YWhen somecone asked if he felt any
guilt, Iliames replied, “Guilt for
what?" Then be c.llmbed into his

salmnan. nink Nadoa Palar

salmop.-pink Dodge Polara and drove
away.

A delegation of four ministers tp-
Quiring about the fate of people in
Guvans was alicwed into the parking
1ot yesterday but not :dmitt.ed to the
temple.

Earlier o the dxy a2 well-dresged

~ bleck who sald be wag a Baptist minis-

ter peerad for a long time at the tem-
pie, woien 15 consplcuous In the area

becsuse of a pouerful shortwave an-

'!.BI‘DI on ibe back roof,

: s drawp o this place,” he nidQ
tooughtfull.} fingering a cross, “and 1

feel bad about my friends and rela-
tives. This 15 a terrible thing for this
community. There are going to be a
lot of funerals here this week.” .

Washinglon Post specicl correrpon-

" dent Cymthia Gorney ond researcher

Kcihorine Mocdonald eontributed to
this erticle. - o

nNOV 21 1978
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New Revelation of Jonestown Deaths
Shocks Remnant of Peoples Temple

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov, 34 (UPD)—
The faithful remnant of the Peoples
Temple reeled under a new blow to-
day as word came that hundreds more
of their families and friends had been
found dead in Guyana.

“1 don't know What to say. It's a
shock. Tt's terrible,” said I!une Cryg:i
one of dozens of persens seclude
in the temple headquarters in fear of

violence from people who lost rela-
tives in the Guyana tragedy.

Crym, when told that many missing
members of the Jonestown colony
were now known to be dead, said she
eould only hope that this would dispel
“rumors that there is a hit scl;uad .

Nepalese Jet Crashes |

KATMANDU, Nepal, Nov. 24 (UPD)
—A Royal Nepal Alrlines jet chartered
by the British Army crashed .today at
Katmandu International Airport, but
none of the 40 persons aboard was
killed or injured. The Boeing 727
carrying 33 soldiers and a crew of
seven developed trouble shortly after
takeoff for Hong Kong.

PT member of

plot” by surviving tempie membe ers to
harm anyone.

The news of more bodies found at

Jonesville stunned the temple faith-

" ful.

“We always hoped. You know, if
vou have children or loved ones and
you haven’t heard, you think there is
always a chance they will come out of
the jungle as others have,” Crym said.

Crvm said that while she did #ot
have any relatives at Guyana, most of
the people in the temple did, and that
some have been waiting anxiously in
the hope that their loved ones had
somehow avoided the terrible death
ritual.

If all are now accounted for, she
said, it will end the anxiety, but also
the hope.

“But we are still alarmed and dis
turbed by the rumors being thrown
out on no basis whatsoever,” she said.
“People have been whipped up to
such a frenzy by the reports of hit
squads in the temple.”

She said some enemies of the Rev,
Jim Jones who had let their teelings

Temple 2 San Frantiseo

Assoc. Dir.

Dep. AD Adm.

Dep. AD lnv.,
Asst, Dir

spill out could inclte “crazies ¢

no way of knowing” whether the tem-
ple and its faithful might be actually
be attacked, she said. “But over the
past week we have réceived many
death threats.” '

“We thought we should gather to-
gether here for safety,” she said. “We
are now a small number.”

Crym said she does not know how
many persons are still in the Peoples
Temple congregation, which num-
bered 3,000 a few weeks ago. No
Thanksgiving Day services were held.
The faithful few in the temple had a
quiet dinner by themselves.

QOther churches have offered assist-
ance, Crym said, and the local Council
of Churches has asked the temple
members if any help is needed.

“Pegple have been calling express-
ing sympathy and understanding,” she
said. “We are encouraged about this
and we are determined this is noet go-
ing to end the temple.”

A_{-
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tack the temple: . —

“The police have been ver¥ coopera- _
tive. They are prolecting us. We have _
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erning workers at the Peo.
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_ spoken to no
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them, behind 2
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. rev. Don Klem-
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“THE POLICE should go in there
and search the building.” said Bishop
Paul Miles of the Church of Gog in
Christ. "We just heard of 400 taking 2
peisoned liguic — don't let's have the
same bomb drop here.”

There was no indication
tempie member had committed sui-
cide, however, and the ministers
kave negotiated a visit inside the
placetoday.

that any

Relatives waiting on the sidewalks

were telling stories of their families’
involvement with the Jones move-
ment — stories of disbelief and disil-
lusionment.

“1 just want to know what hap-
pened to him," said Arthur Jones, 17,
¢f his brother, Larey, &5 who has
been with the meovement five years
and is among the missing in Guyana.

“Ke joined because he believed in
it.”” caid Mrs. Reba Jones, the

mother of the missing man.

She szid she nad been involved in
the movemernt herseil but déropped
put when a sect leader demanded

1.000 from her for the expenses of
her son's trip to the agricultural
camp.

1 couldn't stang 2!l that begging
far maoney,” she szid.

ARTHUR JONES zis0 was a2 drop-
out. *'] ieft last vear,” he said, "and ]
was told that if [ teave ['d die. First
he (Jones) says you give me yjur
money and U'li take care of you. then
he szys give me vour car: then he
savs give me your heme,"” Jones re-
callec.

Shelby Byrd, 13, whose aunl
Beveriy Oliver sought help from Con-
gressman Leo Ryan lo get her two
sons, Bruce, 20, and Billy Oliver. 18,
out of the Guvana camp. £aid he had
received letters from his two cousins
““bui the letters were not in the right
hardwritingz. People are nct going 1o
siand for tnis. Either they come up
with some infermation, or else.™

As rain fel), other relatives toid
their stories: two sisters, Deborah
Grant of San Jose and Jennifer Free.
man of Ozkiznd had ho news of a
brother, 2 mother and two sisters.

.

“Thzt man took my mother first’
said Grant, “and the others followed
her. When thev went down there I
Enew I'd never see them again.”

Grant showed 1wo lelters frem
Guvana cated last year supposedly
sert by her eister, Esther Dillard,
zrd the other by her brother. The Jet-
denticzl in siyle
1

,
-
T
terg wLre neariiy i
T

and conteni, descriding the selle
ment as "the moes: beculiful piace on
merh T omed the fand ze “delicicus.”
earin, ang i 004 &3 wlaiiilba

A0 T r

ak

Adm. Servs,
Crim. inv.
ldogs
Both letters said *the weather s just
right” and “everyopne here is warm
and {riendly.”

«%{y MOTHER just doesn’t sou
like that,” said Grant. “"These let
are 25 phony as the whele lempie.”

Several city poiliicians kere were
carefuliy rephrasing their reiation-
ship to Jones and his sect. “If Jones
was harbaring some deep-seated evil
intention, I didr’t know about it anz |
don't think my politizal ceilezzuis
did,”” said San Francisco
Gecrge hioscone. "'There is ne
tion but thet I wes impressed |
man. I preler
changed rather than
see him properiy

In zn emction-fille
ence, James Cchd, 2
atrport messecre &
Ryan invesiigatlive party,

P
e

nress conier

bers of which reiurned ; b
cisco yesieréay, charged tiat s
“suicides” shouid be termed maEs

movement
thought the g
and tried to ¢
do something

counted for.
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) )

SO
o VELS

Staff writer .

San Francisco—Members rlf
the People’s Temple here kep
their doors tightly barred yester |
dar. again refusing to admit a
delegation of local ministers. '
Bishop Paul Miles of the
nChurch of God in Christ tried in
iivain 10 lead the group of minis-
{ters and a news reporter into the'
*icmple after he received word he
would be allowed inside. S

" Guards blocked Miles and his
up after word was relayed to
gl‘c?m from inside the tempie that
iembers were too busy holding
nectings and were hesitant tp
greet any outsiders because they
were “suffering, being persecuted
by the community.”

"1 would give my life today ifL i
could find out more about this,”
Miles said. “'If this were the Black
Panthers, the police would storm:
down the door. Nobody can get|
Fany information and I'm tired of

h 13 kol
5 - members poxed inca |
heaginglft of windows su_r\{eyxx:sg?!
the crowd of reporiers. mxmsteb /|
families, police and cunet‘)iu:-m 5;
standers. A brightly color d tro g‘-
cal bird perched on 2 outside ail
ing near the shortwave ante va
the temple had used to comm:zde_
cate with the Jonestown s€

n}\ent‘iin Guyana. ‘;
' ) < .l
lahout a dozen temple membess

e : ass through thle
' i 4 a‘}lo:&i ttge?;;sv. but others

- : ; ide.
" MW‘“ outs!

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.}
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Qutside the fence, a number of
concernedsretavives and fnen;lf:
of people in the Jonestown settie”
ment lingered outside frustrating;
ly waiting for some
n}ation.

vak
- e il

Among them was Joseph
uraca of San Francisco, who was
chncerned about his niece, Mary
Louise Clancy, wife of temple
public relations man TimiClancy.

v'Tar the last two yeads we've

been trying to convince hef to ger
out,” Misuraca said.

“She probably died trying to
save the children. That's her na-
ture—to smuggle kids into the
bush while she herself would takg
3 bullet in the head.” i

I
1 Another man, who declined “t_:}
tk identified, told of bizarre tern
ple practices.

“I wemnt to one meeting and my
mother went to several where
thcy would“hottfake healings

kind &f infory;

Misd

< pulling chiekentivers out of

ple’s mouths and telling tl{em
they were cured.”
Elsewhere in the city, pickets
marched in front of the offices of
the Sun Reporter, a black-orient-
ed newspaper owned by the RQTV.
Jim Jones' personal physicidn,
Dr. Carlton Goodlett. 1[1
“He led our people to slaugh-
ter,” said former San Francisco
Supervisor Terry Francois. “He

has no legitil,.;l_fy_e;;him to leader-
ship in the SMmunity.”
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Ccmfron‘tatlon on Geary
!At the temple in b F :

anger and hatred

. By Peter H. lung newspaper, city and state.)
and Lon Daniels

They wore those curious blank
_ Slares throughout the day, maskh|g -
+ any human emotion as thev stodd
* in a cold rain and were cursed at
tuunted and questioned by angry
relatives of Peoples Temple mem-
hers and interrogated by reporters.
'1 They showed no anger vester-
diav when an oid woman full of
histred tried to shove and shug her
fe:e | veay through a gate this handiul of
eeo followers of the Rev. Jim Jones was -
guarding, a flimsy. metal barrier Pg.C
that scparated the mysterious S.F.Examiner
Geary Boulevard temple from a e
crowd of ahout 100 neichhors dl]d —_—

repuorters.
And they offered no resporpe San Francisco,Ca.

0 countiess guestions shouted pv -
reporters who wanted to know
what was happening inside the

o B h Wl A
lemple the dayv after the bloods

amhush near the temple's South Date: 11-20-78

American mission. K :
' Edition: Final

T v
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\ They only stared.

i * o w '
| Title: RYMURS
"o ahead. Shoot me. Shnot me
like they did those other people in
South America.” . ter:
o Charac er.er? 89-250
Her name was Marjie Hender- or e S
som. and she was trving to foree hey Classification: 89
wayv through the back pate at ths . o L
: s 1 Office:
Peopies Temple. Her  BO-yeur-ol Submitting Gffice: S
iother was in Jonestown. she said;,

ind she wanted "o see what's
{iving on in there”

¢ She lashed out at the vounp
. man whao stood on the other side of
the gate 10 keep ber from swinging
it open, She swune her tjny fist at
hisi. and he ducked. She called hum

FBi-DOJ



foul names; he said nothing. onty
(PR

(SR 1 Y
okl o

Cameramen  crushed  agains
tITa- gate to get a betler anele 0%
wnat would be the bigeest action L
the afternoon at the San Francisog
téinple.

Marjie Henderson swore and
slapped at the Jones people and
then stalked across O'Farrell Street
to tell her story to reporters. The
Junes followers answered report-
ers’ questions with stares and then |
returned o the temple, }eaving a »
coupic of members (0 maintain the
gate watch. 1

.

* kK l

b
Flanked by nipe lemple mem-
ters. a man who identified himselt
ak a tempie leader peered throueh
the wire mesh gate and read a
f)'repa red statement 10 the swarm of

TEPOTters,

r

“The members of Peoptes Tem-
ple denounce the violence that has

' taken pace at the Port Kaituma

airstrip near Jonestown in Guy-
ana,” read Archi [james. "We are
non-violent people ... it is not the
kind of action anyone within the
temple would ever precipitate . ..

“We also wholly deny the
charge of intention to commit mass
tuicide. The charge is ... patenthy
Lmrue‘ " [
f
|

Abnut 330 p.m. Deputy Police,
Chief Clem DeAmicis arrived at the
scene. He said he had heen invited
by members of the temple “to
aliay” concerns prompted by ru-
mors of mass suicides and weapons
:f-mred inside the building.

W L *

{  DeAmicis was met at a rear

ate b temple member Hue Frot-
ton. ¥ho vst-t::rtvd the deputy chief

inside. Moments later reporters. but
no photogriphers,” were invited
inside the three-story building.

The building is a winding maze
of cluttered closets and storage
rooms, some stacked almost ceiling
high with clothing and medical

chinnoad sy

cnnmline  in o
Blll}]‘!w iy LT

g ho
.)UIJPIJ‘—D w [V

Guyana mission.

Tim Clancy. a temple member,
said that yesterday's scheduled
church service was canceled be-
cause of fears thai members would
be harassed by segments of the
crowd that had gathered outside
the huilding.

rd XA 4 la e
UL SrxARy LCLIEpIe 1

aho

Bay Area.
The 25 present vesterday sat in

small rooms. Hstening to commer-

vial radio broadcasts of the situa-

tion in Guyagpa . as D Amicis contin-

ued his search for possible hidden

Spokesmen said there are
embers in th

PASAREWAYS OF secrel roords Svpnd-
ing Wes=wav* through choir rooms,
weight rooms and audio-visua

rooms. . i

DeAmicis was shown the mainl
sancluary. lounges, drug rehabitita
tion rooms and more storage clos-
ors, He was taken up to the
building's roof and with a flashtight
fonked in outside freezers, disabled
cars and buses littering the tem-

fe's rear lot.

Temple member Jean Brown

'waid the Jast radio contact with the

yuvana mission was about 1 p.m.
Saturday. .

Throughout tite tour. members
Of thao rhattod

[Tl Laanitu

amirahli-

tamnla
amnicahd

I e

with reporters and DeAmicis. "

After the tour. DeAmicis toldd
reporters there was no sign
anyone being held against his ow
her wili here. nor any indication of
stored weapons. BaelLrveaet”

=
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The huge wood-paneied meet- f
ing hatl of the People’s Temple at |
Geary and Fillmore streets, which
once shook with gospel music an
the fiery sermons of the Rev. Jim
Jones, stood empty yesterday after]
Sunday services were canceled
“in the best interests of our mem-
bers,” said temple officials.

The once-bustling, white-plas-
iered former synagogue had iong
since been transformed into a giant

~warehouse for the church’s myste-
rious farm settlement in Guvana, it
_appeared from a careful visit.

kr . And the building, Deputy Po-
! lice Chief Clem DeAmicis conclud-
.ed as he toured the temple with
.Teporters, does not contain any

obvious™ evidence of firearms or

yigns of preparation for mass sui

. }jxdes

In more than a dozen dormito
1 Iy-like rooms, shelves apparently
.. designed as loft beds held medical
-Supplies, used clothing, infant for-
mula and soap awaiting shipment.
In the steelfenced parking ot
-stood heavy drums filled with |
wheat, beans and nails. . l

[

Instead of the crowds of earlier
vears, only 25 temple members,
~worried and weary men and wom- i
en in their early 30s, sat around
. radio and television sets. They were
.awaiting news in the aftermath of
the deadly violence near the cult’s
settlement in the jungles of Guy-
ana.

4
rf “They are our family dowr
there,” said temple member unc]!
“{frvm. She said the tempie has ha l
,-no short wave radio contact wit

‘the agriculpucgl migsion in Guyana

(Indicate page. name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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, Since early Safurday a[Iernoon. . o o by the CIA" S velled, “Does this span-veur eves”s
, P Ve \ " In the early morning, @ well  at a young sentry he said was hi§
Iy After an hour-and-a half searc \ dressed young black man sprang  brother. 4 ot il
‘4f dorm rooms. meeting halls] g o0 a hew white Chrysler ‘and The man, who did not wan :h
" (gposets, files and basements, DeAmi- frot . A e

*cis said he found “no obvious signs
of any storage of fircarms . . . no

sign of anybody administering poi-
s0n o themselves or to others."” He;
said he would communicate this to}
the FBI and 1o Police Chief Charles

Gain. :

fThis occurred before reports
reached San Francisco from Guy- -
ana that 300 to 400 dead bodies — °
possibly suicide victims — had been
discovered at the temple's Jones-
town settlement. At 1045 p.m.,

shortly after those reports circuylat-

Fd. Gain and DeAmicis visited the
temple for 15 minutes on what Gait'f
termed a “call of concern.” After;
sards, they told reporters, "Wei
don't anticipate anything will oc
cur” in the temple.) »

Temple members abpeared hol-
low-eved and anxious during the
tour. hut cooperatively and prompt-

: * iy uniocked files and closets io
Col show the absence of weapons.

In the temple's communal -
kitchen on the first floor, three
smiling women prepared spaghetti,
fish, salad and punch for the
evening meal and offered reporters
food and coffee.

The offices held reminders of
e mixture of political idealism
gnd fear of dictatorship to whick,

EE k] “ n"'iu

L i

ones, a man of haunting charism
lluded in sermons and speeches.

A silkscreen image of Hilter’s
extermination of the Jews con-
tained the message, “We must learn
from the past to understand the
future,” A portrait of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. bore the legend,
“The Dream Continues.”

In the drizzie outside the build-
ing. relatives of fhe Guvana non-
member settlers raged at sentries
and collapsed into tears as they
sought vainly to find out how their
relatives were faring.

One wdman, after talking to

! empe_sentry. said “the. People’
femple member had told her at th {

irpagh e ghoctouthad bevn “sef




narmne used, said41t7HI0Tther, neph.
ew, sister and another brother were
ail at the Guyanese settlement and
has been asked to send them
Yieans and miliary fatigue alothing.
" 'The fetters he received from them
had been opened, then sealed with
tape. and called him by a nick-name?
he has never used. he said.

Two other relatives asserted int
separate interviews that letters
they received from Jonestown ap-
peared to have been written by
someone other than their friend or
relatives.

At midday, Margie Henderson,
a San Franclsco resident, who said
her mother was in Guyana,
marched up to the unilocked gate
and defiantly swung it open.

“Shoot me, shoot me like you
hot them.” she slapped at a voung
lack guard trving 1o keep the gate
thut against the press of newspeo-
le.

Order returned when four po-
lice officers arrived. The temple
declined to press charges against
Henderson, who moved away shak-

ing her head and talking bitterly of i i

her mother's treatment.

CLEM DeAMICIS
Deputy police chief

The statement denied that tem-
ple members in Guyana precipitat-
ed the airfield attack Saturday thin
left five dead including Congre;}
man Leo Ryan and three journ‘ll-
ists.

“The members of People's

“She gave every dime she had : Termple denounce the violence that

to Jim Jones,” she said.

As many as 15 former temple
members are being questioned by
San Francisco assisiant district at-
tornevs and four FBI agents, The
Chronicle learned.

Eleven police officers. mem-
bers of a Special Weapons and
Tactics (SWAT) unit. were guarding
the defectors at the Berkeley head-
quarters of the Human Freedom
Center, an anti-Pecples’ Temple
group set up by the defectors.

The only official statement:
ﬁmm the temple in San Franc mnt
ame shortly before noon from
rchie ljames, an assistant minis-
v, wha distributed a8 tvped and
photocopied release 1o waiting re-

porters, [

has taken place ... in Guyana,” the
statermnent said. “We are non-violent
people; Rev. Jim Jones has always
deplored violence and, whatever
the circumstances of the airstrip
incident, it is not the kind of action
anyone within the temple would
ever precipitate.” :

“We also wholly deny 'tﬁe
charges of intention to commiit
mass suicide,” the statement contin-

nod
ucl.

Temple members, who stoOd
inside the gate keeping watch and
taking names from people n-
cerned with their relatives. woftid
not answer questions after readimg
the statement.

Aaty Burler,
Fran IVEmitiv and Robert Bartlew



n tried to enter the S.F. People’s Temple

argie Henderso
ot, but a guard pushed her batk—

wparking |
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by Louie Gonzalez and Eltzzheth
Mehren i
Siz{f Writers

" San Francisco—Scores of peq-
ple, worricd and desperate fob

; even second-hand information, .
¢ braved the rain and the cold to ]

r

keep an unhappy vigi] outside the !
tightly locked, imposing head-
quarters of People's Temple here
yesterday.

Many of them were {riends or
relatives of people living in Jones-
toven, the jungle ecommune found-
ed by the Rev. Jim Jones, leader
of People's Temple. :

What was really happening in
Jonestown? Were the rumors true
that thc members of Jones' culd
planned to comnit mass sujcide? |

They got no answers, and litilg
comiort. A spokesman for the
Temple emergod at one point (o
spcak to repoticrs and deny the
mass suicide ruraors, but he said
nothing to the worried relatives.

One woman, Marjoric Hender-
san of San Francisco, was so de-
termincd to find out how her

| aged mother was that she started

beating on the hcavily guarded
back gatc of the remple.
Henderson, whose mother,

Alma, will be 80 in January, had
gone to Guyana six months ago.

i She met with a temple spokes-

rban but got no information about
huer mother. 3

'LEqually anxious was Johl{
Gales, also of San Francisco. Hi}

former wiferoIhtrin-law, sis-

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.}
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e neph-
il en nicces and
lcr:w—ir*f—se“*,_-—-!—rrn Towed Jones

o randso o
cws, and grantson BL T 1 great

: 'n, an
to Jonestown, v e
grandchﬂd was born thes

months ago.

4 \
] tried to get the :

('al:‘s <aid. “This mdan (Jones) 1{503
.pn man. He's fooling them ou

Fe W Y
their meney.

. . ‘ho lives two
Richard Jones, W in San
blocks {m‘m‘__m_g____umplc

Francisco s

Wesietn Addition,

- .saud he persvaded—his former

wife to let him take their two

. children out of the temple.  *

“I'mt just relieved that ther're
not down there,” he said.

m not 10 80, ¢ The formal statement handed

without comment to reporters
outside the temple had nothing to

" say to the worries of such people.

“The memhbers of People’s
Temple denounce the violence
tha1 has taken place at the Port
Kaituma airstrip near Jonestown
in Guyana,” the ststement said.

“We are non-violent people.
Rev. Jim Jones has alwavs de-
plored violence and whatever the
circumstances of the airstrip inci-
dent, it is not the kind of action
anyone within the Temple would
ever precipitate.”

Ore of those who stood outside,
Vieronica Perry, whose father is
with temple members in Guyvandf
first heard of the viclence from

her sister yesterday morning. &

?"thn I got that call, I nearly
wznt through the phone,” said
Pt"rry. ’

tier father, Leon Perry, 61, has
been in Guyana for more than a
ycar. . '

Perry did manage to talk with a
temple spokeswoman as she wait-
s | .
. - -

Asked what she had learned,
Perry scoffed. It was, she said,
“just the regular routine stuff.
They told me it was probably a
CIA sctup. I told her that if it was
a sctup, they sure got set up
good.” :

Perry said she had received one
fetter from her father stating that
he planned to remain in Guyana
unti} he died.

“The letter said we would not
sce him alive, ™ she said.

~ Veronica Perry was suspicious,
and compared the signaturc and

handwrinny in the leters to other
samples she had.

, One letter was written [by
samebody clse,” Perry insisted.
“7"he signature dovsn't match my
fzther’s signature.” _
She also questioned the content

of one letter, in which her father
wrote: e
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Alice Cooper, whose mother is in Guyana, comf{orts crying

daughter, Watressa

“l am enfoyitE 1 here and cv--

Frylhing is so beautiful...

“It’s just like a paradise here. ..

The food is so good. . .
" Said the daughier

“My father just doesn't talk like
that.”

Other relatives of temple mem-
bers had similar guestions about

.letters they had received from

South America.

Alice Cooper said she had re-
ceived what azmounted to “the
same letter, over and over” from
dier 52-year-old mother, Esther
.Dillard, who went to Guyana

! .ai}out six months ago.

* Cooper didn't answer the let-

ters because I wasn't happy
about her being there (and) 1t
'An't do any good.”
 SE AP )

Cooper’s BWIrteen-age daugh-
ter, LaTressa, had wanted to jo
the 1emple along with her granc?'
mother, Cooper said.

“If ﬂu “ve got my mother,” shf.
said, why should they have my -
daughlcr 1o0?”

Standing outside the temple
gate, Jimmy Grimes said his
daughter, Thelma Jackson, went
sto Guyana five months ago.

%f "Yeah " he said, shaking his
{head, “she marricd one of Jlm-
my's boys.”

His daughler s letters. 1nd1catcd ¢
she was well, but uu._y were -

guarded, he said.

“They never say anything
about what's happening down

13‘ .
ere,” he said. ¢ !
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PUNCH THROWN—Marjoric Henderson was so desperate to hear word of a relative in Guyana

she tricd tastanm the gate to the People’s Temple TnSan ¥rancsico yesterday, tossing a punch ae——""
a temple member who blocked her way. Like many others, she waited in vain for information. .
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They Demand to Know Fate of Kin

Angry Crowds Gather at Temp!e

By Duncan Spencer
¥/ashington Star Stalf Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — So strong still

is the influence of Rev. Jim Jones on’

his band of followers here that yes-
terday morning workers at the Peo-
ples Temple were packing crates of
tools, equipment and supplies ad-
dressed to Peopies Temple Agricul-
tural Ministry, Port Kaituma,
Guyana.

The followers have spoken to no
- relatives of the missing ﬁeople now

thought dead. Instead they isolate

" themselves, 20 to 25 of them, behind a

chainlink fence, with guard dogs and
a dingy backyard behind their head-
quarters on the edge of a city slum.

A minister who entered the temple
grounds yesterday, Rev. Don Klom-
peen, returned to say:
believe the news — they feel report-
ers have distorted what Jones had
done.”’

But the damning evidence
presented by knots of angry, desper-
ate relalives of the Jones followers in
Guyana drove the temple members
inside their building.

A GROGUP OF FOUR black minis-
ters from area churches yesterday
urged police to go into the place and
force whatever information is avail-
able from the Jones holdouts.

But the police were only concerned

“They don't.

in keeping order as crowds some-
times numbering 80 or 90 shouted and
pleaded to the stony-faced pair of
temple followers who guarded the
only rear entrance.

The front of the former synagogue,
which faces a busy arterial road, is
chained and padilocked, its window
curtains drawn. _

At one particularly bitter point, the
crowd jostled Archie Ijames, who
has acted as a temple spokesman in
Jones' absence, as he walked to his
car. “You bastard, where's my
brother,”” shouted one man,

The temple issued only one state-
ment during a tension-packed day. It
referred for the first time to “the loss
of loved ones and the events of the
past few days.” Continued the one-
page announcement, *“We do not un-
derstand what appears to have taken
place and we can say no more about
this until the facts are all in."”

The delegation of ministers was re-
fused entry to the building but met
briefly with four members of the sect
in the littered yard, still part-filled
with crates, barrels, machinery and
lumber bound for Guyana,

“THE POLICE should go in there
and search the building.” said Bishop
Pau! Miles of the Church of God in
Christ. ““We just heard of 400 taking a

‘for money,”* she said.

g

poisoned liquid — don’ t let’s ha ve the
same bomb drop here.”

There was no indication that any —
temple member had committed sui- __

cide, however, and the ministers
have negotiated a visit inside the

place today. -_—
Relatives waiting on the sidewalks #._

were telling stories of their families’
involvement with the Jones move-

ment — staries of dlsbellef and disil- ¥ —

lusionment.

“J just want to know what hap-
pened to him,"’ said Arthur Jones, 27,
of his brother, Larry, 25, who has
been with the movement five years
and is among the missing in Guyana.
*He joined because he believed in
it,” said Mrs. Reba Jones, the
mother of the missing man.

She said she had been involved in
the movement herself but dropped.
out when a sect leader demanded
$1,000 from her for the expenses of
her son’s trip to the agricultural
camp.

“I couldnt stand all that beggmg

ARTHUR JONES also was a drop-
out. “'I left last year,” he said, “‘and I
was told that if I leave I'd die. 'First
he (Jones) says you give me your
money and I'll take care of you, then

See GROUP,A-S
The Washington Post
Washington Star-News ___[._ijh
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times
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‘ ' _ Continued From A-1
he sa

's give me your car; then he
says give me your home,”” Jones re-
called.

Shelby Byrd, 23, whose aunt
Beverly Oliver sought help from Con-
gressman Leo Ryan to get her two
sons, Bruce, 20, and Billy Oliver, 19,
out of the Guyana camp, said he had
received ietters from his two cousins
‘'but the letters were not in the right
handwriting. People are not going to
stand for this. Either they come up
with some information, or else.”

nthaw waladion

As rain f%”., other relatives told
their stories: two sisters, Deborah
Grant of San Jose and Jennifer Free-
man of Oakland had no news of a
brother, a mother and two sisters.

“That man took my mother first,”
said Grant, “and the others followed
her. When they went down there 1
knew I'd never see them again.”

Grant showed two letters from
Guyana dated last year supposedly
sent by her dister, Esther Dillard,
and the other tiy her brother. The let-
ters were nearly identical in style
and content, describing the setfle-
ment as “‘the most beautiful place on
earth,” and the food as ‘*delicipus."”
Both letters said ‘‘the weather is just

right' and ‘‘everyone here is warm
and friendly.”

“MY MOTHER just doesn't sound
like that,” said Grant. ““Those letters
are as phony as the wholé temple.”’

Several city politicians here were
carefully rephrasing their reiation-
ship Lo Jones and his sect. "If Joned
was harboring some deep-seated evil
intention, I didn’t know about it and I
don’t think my political colleagues
did,”” said San Francisco Mayor
George Moscone. “'There is no ques-
tion but that I was impressed by the
man, ! preferred to think that he
changed rather than that I just didn’t
see him properly.” e
* In an emotion-filled press confer-
ence, James Cobb, a survivor of the
airport massacre and one of the
Ryan investigative party, six mem-
bers of which returned to San Fran-
cisco yesterday, charged that the
“suicides’ should be termed ‘‘mass
murders.” . ,

Cobb, 27, who dove into the swamp
at the first sign of gunfire at the air-
port, said he estimates that ‘‘at least
20" got out of the encampment after
the mass deaths began.

¥

in Jones since 1958, got out of the

movement in 1973, “because It
thought the place was just crazy,”

and tried to convince authorities to

do something about it then. His

mother and two sisters were unae

counted for. .

COBB, WHO HAD been a ‘oeiiever[

~
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SF People’s Tempie
members depr

~ San Francisco—~The old synagogue here that
Jim Jones turned into People’s Temple remained
still a_nd quiet yesterday, its two dozen inhabitants
growing “more apprehensive and more depressed”
as they learned the full horror of the deaths of
hundreds of friends and relatives in South America.

They reacted “stoically,” said Clem DeAmicis,
deputy chief of the San Francisco police, who
talked 10 temple members yesterday but did not igo
inside. ;L

“They gavc no indication 7lhe7:,:‘;';é going
commit suicide.

T “They reacted as if they had lost a family
mn;mber as well as a leader.

o intention to commit

i : 0
suicide or injury to themselves or to anyone else.”

Police searched the building Sunday but had
found no weapons in the wake of rumors that
California members of People’s Temple, like the
cultists who had followed Jones into the jungle of
Guyana, would also kill themselves.

Nor was there any hint that the temple metu‘
bers here would give reality to another, even ugligr
report —— thal some woui';i not take part in th

rim, ritual suicide before taking vengeance on a
§m3 of public figurcs and former tempic members
irs}.

| Two guards stood quictly at the rear gate of
the! temple. They refused 10 talk, and turned away
anyonc who tried to enter. A guard dog moved

through the area behind the fence. The templc has

become little more than a warehouse since Joncs
and the others left for Guyana last ycar. Big drums

and crates stand in the lot out back of the temple,

the address of the Guyana “mission” stencilled on

their sides.

Among those who camc seceking contact with
thc people inside the ternple was a group of miuis:l
#irs, {

Bishop Paul Miles of the Church of God in

rist and the Rev. Keith Davis, a Baptist minister,

said they werp stunned to be denied egirancesto the
temple. ‘

essed
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"I've never known the door of the church to be
closed@ ¥ @ minister of the Lord,” Milessard—"

“We just want 1o find out what we can do §
those stil] living, We are trying to find some inf F
ation to carry back to our people. :

. “They said they were mourning. 1 asked the
¥ we could go in there and pray with them, and
they said no.”

« As though to make up for thatwa
member of the temple, appeared "a tew momeénts
later 10 read a statement-to the reporters who
huddled outside.

“We are deeply saddened and grieved beyond
words at the loss of loved ones in the events of the
past few days.

“We are pacificistic people and abhor violence.

“We do not understand what appears to have
taken gnlace and can say no more about this until
more tacts are in.

’I “We who are here, and in Georgetown as we i
vvant to emphasize that we do not intend to — n
Have we ever intended 10 — do harm to ourselves
gnyone else. All that is in our minds is the safety of

our loved ones and we are dwelling on nothing
else.” s et
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{(Mount Cliopinag in Space Below)

Pleas for News of Sect’s Settlers

Go Unanswered at S.F. T

Shaking the chain-link Tence gate] Bhe-was geiting up at-4-a'clagk,
at the muddy parking lot behind thepicking up cans for them to sell and
rundown Peoples Temple in Sankhen coming down to the Temple and
Francisco. a frail, aging black womangelling pies and cooking and every-
screamed, ‘“Where's my mother? Ifhing for Peoples Temple,” Ms. Hen-
want 1o see her.” ~ glerson said, her body quivering and

A dozen or so anguished men and her voice high with tension.
women, most of them black, came tof! Then one day four months ago, Ms.
plead Sunday for news of their lovedHenderson said, “someone took
ones at the temple’s settlement inmother to Guyana. You have to leave
Guyana. tters at the gate here, but you never

But from behind the fence in the§ear nothing back.” '
poor, mostly black Western Addition? Fifty newspeople at the gate in-
neighborhood from which “Peopledfiuded an NBC news crew with an
Temple Disciples of Christ” draw{rmed guard (two NBC newsmen
many Of ﬂs members’ the Supp]ican 'were kl.l]ed mn the Gu‘]ana B.mbush).
got little news. Those secking news of relatives re-

Behind the gate, two guards ig-fused to identify themselves and
nored pleas for help. gked that their pictures not be taken.

. . = . na man caid ha foarad far hic lifa if

FI'here Were no SlgnS or SCI‘VICES m- .lll- ‘luuu DO ELC IVAR UMW AW LLG AL 18
side the three-story lawny brickfus picture appeared '
building with wrought iron grills overy At one point, Temple Associate
every door and window. inister Archie Ijames, 85, read a

ie Hendersonplatement. :
shggslythew I;-Z?e g:'}rgﬂai}ed in anger] “The members of Peoples Temple
until she struck one of the guards didfienounce the violence that has taken
she get a response 10 her cries forplace,” Ijames said. “The Rev. Jim
news of her 80-year-old mother. AJones has always deplored violence
half-dozen men and women rushed’and whatever the circumstances of
out from the building to hold the gate. the airstrip incident (in Guyana) it is

nnt tho bind Af sstian anvone writhin

e " - -
ple Agricultural Mission then sheable to make shortwave radio contact
must be well. with Jonestown, site of the TemE_Ie

Then Peoples Temple called thejagfteutturdl mission, since Salurday

come in?" Ms. Henderson pleaded as.
she pushed on the gate until it finally
came open. “Churches are supposed
to be open to the people.”

Peoples Temple members pushed
[the gaies shut, saying they wanied no
violence, only to be left alone.

Ms. Henderson said her mother,

Henderson, joined the Temple
{morg ear ago.

emple
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rning. He denouced reports of mass suiq
ciae by Peopies Tempie members in Guya-
na as “sensational and patent]y unirue.”

Condolences are being telegramed to fa-
milies of the shooting victims, Jjames said.

In Los Angeles, the Peoples Temple

h at 1366 S. Alvarado has been sold to
ggg{ﬁeragr]c?up. ?ms ngarby%eadquaﬂésl% ap-

parently has been closed and its members
seem Lo have pulled up stakes and gone.

A Spanish-language “Conferencias Bi-
blicas™ sign streiches across the impres-
give, red brick church that now belongs to

ihe Central Spanish Seventh-day_Adven-
tists. - .

-
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TAE ST
LOCKED TEMPL

SAN FRANCISCO (UPI}—Two icis said after a yisit incide
dozen stunned men and women, h'Ee tempfe that he had encouraged
remnant of the Rev. Jim Jones' Sarngya group to select someone who

Francisco flock, held fast behin :
locked gates Tuesday at the People: h(;?lgissfgsiep;ﬁ'ﬁghggée&h em but

Temple home base, quietly attempt Meanwhile, Ronald Klink, special

ing to puzzle out their future, e

gent in charge of the cusioms ser-
1ce’'s San Fiancisco investigatory
nit, said an inquiry conducted earlier
his year on whether 176 weapons
rere smuggled to Jonestown was be-
g reopened.

In the earlier inquiry, the bureau
eard that the weapons were trans-
rted from the cult’s Mendocino
unty compound to a storage room

“They reacted as if they had lost
family member as well as a leader,’
id Clem DeAmicis, deputy polic
hief who visited with the templ
ersonnel. “They seem to believe th
eports (of mass suicide in Guyana}
d they are reacting very stoically.”
But he said that, as far as he could
etermine, “these people have no in-

tention to commit suicide or injury toK. 1 '
themselves or anyone else.” hind a carpenter's shop at the tem-

Relatives of temple members lf%ghgea“dﬁgzge u:)-s ﬁri,:é asr?;] eI“_rancisoo.
pleaded for entry into the temple but € guns. tYidence of
were turned away.

Bishop Paul Miles, of the Church of
God in Christ, demanded to be admit- -

Leq"l‘hns 5 a church, and Tve never °
been turned away from a church in
my life,” he told reporters outside. He
said many persons in his congregation
had relatives in the Peoples Temple
and wanted him to check up on them. ¥
Several young toughs who walked
among reporiers and gawkers outside
the temple’s back gate threatened to
assault the temple. Police guards
were posted around the building, but
no violence was reported. :
Fear mounted among some former .
members of the temple who said:
Jones predicted the deaths and indoc-}
trinated his followers on what to do.
after it. §
“There was 0 be an assassination
squad of 200 members who were to
‘take care’ of defectors and certain
city officials,” said Holly Morton. ¢
he said she and other defectors
from the temple had obtained police’
protection and are taking various se-,
CAITity precautions.
[ Mrs. Morton said that while there’
only about 25 persons living in!
¢ temple now, it has a solid congre-
ation of about 200 in San Francisco

A cha halinyne sanma nf tham wora
LI DT WCLIT YOS OULLL WL WG WL

Jones' asgassination squad.
“We fear for our lives,” she said,
“We are sure we are on the list. |

dop’t know what city officials may ke

oo iL”
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By Froncls Moriarty
Bpecial to The Washingion Post

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 22—For
fqur days, since the first grisly news
of the Guyvana shootings came out, Te-
porters have swarmed about the rear
entrance to the old c¢ream<olored
Puilding here that still serves as nerve
center to the remaining Peoples Tem-
ple congregation.

The only thing ‘more palpable than
the constant rain, however, has been
the official silence of the temple. Now
that silence appeats about to crack.

One by one, the temple’s members,
mostly security guards, have begun te
talk with reporters.

“We are human” said one. "We
bave families and friends. We don't
Inow apything about them. ] don’t
know what's happened to my wife.”
“ A black man in his mid 30s, he
shrugged the large shoulders beneath
his stviish sports coat, worn over a
light brown turtleneck. He is kmown
as Hugh, and, until this moment in
the chill misty night air, he has never
spoken more than a few short sen-

T m

tences to most reporters at the gate.
He, like most temple members, is
highly distrustful of the press.

They talked at length about their

intense inner feelings of loss, about
friends and relatives who may be

£} .I\lern }ev SaVS' Coic 1n

e Plon. & Insp.

U.S. Asks ﬂelp
Of Jonestown Kin

Frustrated in its efforts to
locate the next-of-kin of de
ceased members of the Jones
town colopy in Guyana, the
State Department yesterday ap-
pealed to persons who are re-
lated to Jonestown residents
to contact its special opera
} tions center. Relatives were
asked to call desk officers at
202-632-8610 or 202-6323172.
The operatiohs cepter is
staffed round the clock.

unison, their worn, tired eyes b

ming with tears.

When the list was done, the televi-
sion crew and al! of the guards except
one left. The guard who remained was
a frail, wan woman in her 30s who
took her post and hesitantly talked to
this reporter. Bhe said hcr Dame Was
Doxie. '

“Do you have rehuves Living
there?” She was asked.

“] think J do,” she szid. “One.”

She locked directly at ber gques
tioner, knowing the nexi question.

*A daughter,” she volunteered.

“Was her name on the list?"

“No,” she said. She was trying to be
hopeful, yet realisticc Her mother's

paln wes breaking through a beroic

- attempt &t séli-conirol

“How old*”

She paused, her face: trembhng She
tneld ¢ 'Ip“lf. but it was difficult,

‘There was a long pruse.

“Her birtbday is . .. was . .. today "

“How old is she*"’

“She's ... ahe would be ... 12"
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among the dead.

“We have work to do” said Hugh.
“We have people in San Trancisco
people in L.A., peopie coming out of
the jungle in Guyand. we have to

serve these people’s needs.”

He spoke of the late Rev. Jim Jones.
“1 hope people will wﬂte of the
goocl work he did over 20 years, and
not just ... all this .. .” his words

trailed off.

A few moments before Hugh and
the security guard came out to speak,
a San Francisco televizion station had
broadcast an wnofficial list of 107
dead members of the Peoples Temple
im Guyana. A reporter and & crew
stood outside the gate to the temple, a
small monitor broadvasting beneath
the ﬂoodhghts As the names and ages
—ranging from two 0 l08—crawied
across the sereen, three temple guards
clung to the storm fencing. Two
women, one black one white, hugged
one another, each holding her free
hand ACTOBS open mouth in grief and
borror. With each familiar name they
gasped sudibly, or moved their lips in

11
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Followers in San Francisco Vow

to Carry On

By Duncan Spencer
Washimgton Star Staff Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — The tiny band
of followers of Rev. Jim Jones say
that they are determined to continue
Jones' movement here. : ‘

Opening the large, outwardly
shabby Peoples Temple building to
reporters for the first time since
Saturday's evenis in Guyana, Tem-
ple leader Rev. Archie Jjames yes-
terday emphatically denied wide-
spread rumors that there are “hit
squads” in the San Francisco area
whose mission is to revenge them-
seives on iemple dropouts.

Temple members, breaking 8 si-
lence since Saturday, afso. denied
that they were under any suicide
pact with Jones, or that any mock
mass suicide such as were reported
from the Jonestown compound by
dropouts were ever practiced bere.

“I absolutely deny there are any
death squads,” said Ijames, who has
acted as one of Jones’ advisers and is
said 0 be his second in command
here. “We are hbdiding meetings
every day.. . . We are leading Chris-
tian lives on the faith that temple
programs are going to continue.”

SOURCES CLOSE to temple ac-
tivities say that the main function of
the Peoples Temple since Jones left
for Guyana two years ago has been to
act as a shipment point for goods
bound for Jonestown, and as & com-
munications tenter.

In contrast to its run-down ex-
terior, the temple’s inside facilities
were clean and modern. It contained
a modern printing press, & large
meeting ball, kitchens and apart-
ments. )

Jones did his preaching from &
bigh wooden pulpit flanked not by

Christian symbols or scriptural writ-
ings, but by & copy of the U.S. Consti-
tution and & picture of Martin Luther
King Jr.

Also on disglay was the temple’s
radio rocm where members kept in
touch with the Guyana agricultural
mission unti] Saturday. Members
also showed toys and puzzles that
had been made in Jonestown. These
were described es part of the Jones-.
town '‘cottage industry.” ’

Charles Garry, San Francisco law-
yer for the sect who was at the tem-
ple for the press tour, gaid ha wac
under 24.hour police protection in
spite of the members’ statements be-
cause he has been threastened with
death by phone. ““I just don't want to
take any chances,” Garry said.

GARRY, WHO WAS in Guyana as
the mass suicide began, deniéd re-

ports that Jones and a group of
assassins escaped Guyana by boat.

One Temple member, Joyce
Parks, who did medical work in
Guyana, was away from Jonestown
when the deaths occurred and then
fled to San Francisco “because I did-
n't know whattodo.” )

She said her mother, father, sister
and son were missing in the Jones-
town cafastrophe.

When questioned about t}lje'death
squads, she said, “Why Wouid & want
to bring any more pain op anyone
else?” - .

Meanwhile, police continued to
guard a Berkeley house where about

a dozen temple defectors were stay-

ing. .

sI‘hey have seid they fear for their
lives hecause of Jones’ alleged
threats to kill anyone who left the cir-

cle of foliowers.

P ey
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(Mount Clipping_in Space Below)

The Rev. Jm Jones was a man of E.._._&B.‘ the white peop
contradictions, according to former [church who were politically motivated,
Peoples Temple members. They say he %10 were heavily into political
preached racial equality but favored[change,” Ms. Moore said. **And they
whites and praised socialism while ane *&Te willing to work around the dock
of his best friends was a member of for the church.” She said the black
ultra-cons-rvative John Birch Society, members wouldn‘t spend as much time

“‘He was definitely racially]"ithchurchduties.

prefudiced,” said Sandy Parks, a whute] MIS. Parks said Jones surrounded
woman who is a former member of the himsell with whites because the white

church's branch in Ukiah. “Why else PeOple in the church were better ed-
did he surround himsel with white ucated than blacks. *‘Jones swore he
lleutenants and secretaries and was color blind,” she said, “but the
mistresses even though his church was only blacks that were important in the
80 percent black?" church were his bodyguards and Archie
Ijames. It was always that way."

Vickde Moore, a black who Was 3  The Rev. Ross Case, who came to
member of the Peoples Temple for California from IHinois in 1963 to help
almost 20 years and one of the few Jones establish the Peoples Temble

blacks to be named to the_ghurch'siald he believes Jones excluded blacks
planning commission, said Jones'from his inner circle because Jones

preachings of racial equality didn'tbelieved blacks were gullible and
extend to that commission, where key;possibly untrustworthy. Jones thought
church decision were made, they “‘might have talked among
Few blacks, said Ms. Moore, wouldthemseives,”” possibly revealing
ever question Jones' leadership. But secrets of the planning commission,
she said she became sc enraged at the said Case, who is white.
second-class treatment of blacks that Also, Case said, Jones may have
she slipped Jones a note in 1%74 believed that the **Negro culture needs
protesting the lack of blacks in[a white master” and that he could
leadership roles. [fulfill that role. Jones, who was white,
At that time, she recalls, the often claimed Lo be part Cherokee
commission had only two or three Indian.
blacks out of a group of 15 to 20 Jones died of a bullet wound to the
members, including her father, Archie head last week in his Jonestown
Ijames, co-founder of the church wilh%Guyana community, along with more
Jones. ‘than 500 members of ihe FPeopies

THE-STRANGE PUZZLE HE LEFT BEHIN
i l&_a_the

Jones initially responded by ap
pointing a black woman as his supply

assistant. But later on that year, she
aid, Jormes expanded the planning
Ommission to between 60 and 80
rmembers and put about a dozen blacks
n the commission, including herself.
However, she said, the commission was
ver {ess than 80 percent white, the
exact opposite of the congregation's
make-up.
« Ms. Moore Speculated that Jones
urrounded himself withwhites because
khe white people in the church were
more politically motivated than the
blacks. “'Blacks eften came to the
ichurch for healing or because they
iviewed hirn as messiah,” she said. ““He

wanted black people to think
politically. —

Temple.

Ironically, the one black member
who reached the upper echelons of the
church, Ijames, is considered by all
former followers interviewed to be the
most likely successor to Jones.

‘‘Archie is probabiy the logical
chotce,” said Case. “He'll probably
make a stab at it.>

Ms. Parks said she would be
surprised if Ijames did not take over.
ljames is important in the 5an
Francisco church, she said, and with so
few survivors from Guyana it is natural
that the new leader would be from San

Franctsco™
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.Ms. Mopre, said she believes the Soon after their encountgr, Heady
church, under Ijames, would take asaid, Jones asked him to show some
passive approach toward society. John Birch Society movies to his

“*But there might be an undercurrentcongregation.
of retaliation,”” she predicted. “The Heady said the one time that he
more I look at my dad the more 1 see aattended a Peoples Temple service he
miniature Jim Jones,” she said. “lwas shocked to hear a song that he
don't know if he could be violent, but hebelieved could have been written for
ts atmost identical to Jim. His concepthiin: “We Love QOur Constitution
of isolation is not unlike Jim,” she said, Because That’s What Keeps Us Free.”
adding that Ijames tried to control hisWith a 100-voice choir singing the tume,
family as Jones controlled hisHeady said he was impressed. “‘And
congregation. l.here was 1o way he (Jones) cguld have

Although Jones urged socialism onknown that I was coming,” Heady said.
his members, temple members said he

was a close friend of the leader of the
John Birch Society in Mendocino
County, where Jones opened his first
California temple.

“We became good friends tn 1967 and
stayed friends for 10 years,” Walter
Heady, a rancher and long-time

activisi II'I the anii- LOITI]TIHI'IIS[
organizatioh, said in a telephone
interview yesterday. -

_ “To his amazement he (Jone$) saw
many similarities between the Peoples
Temple ang the John Birch Society,”
said Heady. "I still respect Jim a great
deal.'

Both Ms. Moore and Case said they

were surprised when Heady began
showing up in the temple in the 1960s.

Case recalls. “I'm not sure why they
(Heady and Jones) were friends, but
Jim Jones did curry his favor.”

Ms. Moore said she believed Jones

and Heady pot along well because
Heady was Iimpressed with Jones'
domination over black people. Jones
deceived people, she said, because he
was less interested “'with social justice
than with dictatorship."

She said, “'It's very possible that

Jones was more of a right-winger than
a left-winger. [ couldn’t understand
why else he (Jones) would allow Heady
to come into the church.”

But Heady denied that racial reasons

had anything to do with his contact with
Jones. If anything, he said, Jones
treated blacks and whites equally.

Politics, he said, was the basis of
their discussions. “We met for the first
time at a get-together in 1967,"" he said.
“We talked that first night from 9

(p.m.) to 4:30 {(a.m.) said Heady. At
the end of that first night he 1old me
he’d been absolutely wrong abowt
socialisn. ‘I've come 180 degrees
tonight,”* said Jones, according to
Heady. “It tears my heart out to admit

that hait 've ot tn " Hoadvy eaid Taonoe
Sial, M 2 ve BOR L0, nfaly s3i8 JON0S
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By Paul Grabowicz
Boec.al "o The Washungion Fo+t

SAX FRANCISCO, Dec. 51t has
been more than two weeks since the
bloody events in Jonestown. Guyana.
but many Peoples Temple ex-members
here are still living in fear. in seclu-
sion. not revealing their telephone

numhare nr adAdraceng
LUWMITUVI D Ul @auilirTasts.

They say they fear for their safety.
and they are specific about whom
among the survivors of the Peoples
Temple cult they are concerned:

® Mike Prokes and Tim Carter, two
of the Rev. Jim Jones’ aides in Gu-
yana. who were dispatched f{rom
Jonestown just before the mass sui-
cide with $500,000 and two handguns
and who are currently being ques-
tioned in Guyana. .
# Caroiyn Lavion. one of Jones'
mistresses and most trusted aides, in-
volved in the church's intprnational fi-
nancial operations. Layton Has been
reported among the confirmed dead
at the Dover, Del., Air Force mortu-
ary.

® Terrv Buford. the highest-ranking
church official still known to be alive,
who they say was in charge of keep-
ing tabs on temple ex-members. She
was last seen in Memphis today,
where she was conferring with Tem-
ple attorney Mark Lane.

® Sandv Bradshaw, another top
Jones aide, currently holed up at the
temnple's San Francisco headquarters
along with several other church mem-
bers also to some degree feared by
former temple members,

Prokes, Carter and Carter's brother,
Michael. in Guvana, have discounted
the fears of other Jonestown survi-
vors, Thev said last week that they
are afraid that they may be the target
of reprisals by temple ex-members.

But this has not brought the ex: seul-
tists out of hiding

The FBI has been given the names
of some 20 temple members feared by
the former cult followers, according
to one informed source. The 8an
Francisco Police Department has a
list of those they consider potentially
dangerous. The list has reportedly bal-
looned to over 60.

As Jones became increasingly en-

gulied in parancia over more “de-
tections” from his ranks and crit-
ical press reporis about the church.
the temple ex-members saxy. he turned
to his most trusted advisers to take
action against his detractors.
According to one former high-rank-
1ng temple member. this . group in-

cluded a hali- dozen of his closest con:
fidants. almost all women.

“He hated men, he didnt trust
them,” one ex-member says. "But he
could get the women physically and
emotionally attached to him.”

Several of these aides, apparently
in¢luding Carolyn Layton, died in the
mass suicide at Jonestown two weeks
ago.

Lavton, according to one temple ex-
member. was Jones mistress. head of
staf{ and *coordinator of the entire
church when Jim was gone.”

She was the former wife of Larry
Lavton, one of the men sent from
Jonestown on Nov. 18 to attack Rep.
Leo .J. Ryvan (D-Calif.} and his party at
the Port Kaituma airstrip. Ryvan and
four others were killed and several
people were wounded. Eyewitnesses
said Lasyvton shot and wounded two
people but was not involved in the
five kiilings. Nevertheless, he has
been charged with five counts of mur-
der and additional counts of at-
tempted murder.

She was also involved in the inter-
national financial operations of the
church, accordmg to a temple ex-
member. As such, she may have had
access to the millions of dollars of
church money Jones reportedly squir-
reled away in a number of foreign
bank accounts.

Prokes and the two Carters nar-
rowly escaped the Jonestown mass su-
icide two weeks ago. The three have
said that they were given a satchel
containing $500,000 in cash, goid and
jewelry and two handguns by another
Jones mistress, Maria Katsaris,.who
dispatched them from Jonestown.

For former ¢burch members here in
the Sarr Francisco area, the main con-
cern centers on several individuals at
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the church’s San Francisco headgquar-
ters and another high-ranking cuit
member in Memphis.

Sandy Bradshaw. reportedly a top
aide and yet another mistress of
Jones. 15 currently at the San Fran
cisco temple. She holds a license to
Carry a weapon. according to several
ex-members, and Jones once said she
has “an obsession with guns.” accord-
ing to a third former member.

The key figure in the future, ac-
cording to virtually every temple ex-
member interviewed, however, wiil be
Terry Buford,

Buford, described as wvery high-
strung and also familiar with guns,
was the "head of all diversiopary tac-
tics” against “defectors” from the
church, according to temple ex-mem-
bers. She allegediy kept files on the
ex-members and was also in charge of
"how to tratk someone down who has
left the ehurch," according to one for-
mer temple member.

Naone of these Temple members has
heen charged with any crimes.

The FBI in Washington last week
acknowledged that bureau agents
across the country are checking a re
port that the Peoples Temple had a
hit list of prominent politicians afid
journalists to be killed ¥ anything
should happen to Janes or the cult.

The FBI has expressed some ques-
tions about the reliability of the list,
which included “President Nixon"”

FBI sources said todav that, based
on their interviews so far, there is
“every indication that there was a
very loose plan {to hit people] if no
thing else.” but they would not indicate
who they were investigating.

The FBI reportedly has obtained
sealed arrest warrants for a number
of Peoples Tempile cult members it
savs it believes were involved in the
murder of Ryan.

But according to the temple ex-
members, “the second phase after the
mass suicide was to slay those who
had left the church and spoken
against it.”

The existence of an alleged assassi-
nation scheme was a relatively recent

development within Jones’ cult. ac-
cording to the ex-members. One for-
mer high-level Jones aide seys that in
the early 1870s Jones first began to
warn members of the danger they
faced if they left the church.

Initially, the source said, the threat
was “You better not leave or we'll
find you and beat you. But by the
late 1970s the warnings had become a
blunt “We'l] kill you.”

Another temple ex-member sayvs the
first cryptic reference by Jones to
harming defectors came vyears &go.
when a former member of the temple
died and “Jones eclaimed he had his
angels do it.” Later, sccording to this
and other sources, the code ¢ -e
used inside the church for disc. 4
the murder of a defector was "»end
him to New York.”

The ex-members say that the origi-
nal plan for the mass suicide and kill-
ing of “traitors” always included
Jones' escape of Jonestown, and they
may be lost now that Jopes has been
confirmed to be among the Jonestown
dead.

Moreover, many hope the current
members may have been so shocked
by the mass suicide and the events of
the last few weeks that their faith in
Jones and the church bas been seri-
ously shaken,

Various spokesmen for the San
Francisco temple office last week de-
nied repeatedly that there are any
plans for “hit squads.” They also ex
pressed their shock over the events in
Jonestown, and said they have re-
ceived threats and are afraid of retali-
ation by oppouents of the church.

Despite these gssurances, ex-mem-
bers still fear that the fanatic dedica-
tion Jones instilled in his followers
could provoke any of them to strike
out against the ‘“traitors” ‘to the
church.

“One of my biggest fears,” said one
former temple member, “is that there
are people, even some Jow in the
church hierarchy, who perceive their
roles in the church are to avenge fa-
ther's death by silencing his critics.”




FD-350 (Rev., 10-19-77)

{(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

dtory of Jones

" SAN FRANCISCO—Many people, Carimell said when a pgrishioner
met the Rev. Jim Jones over S,E had 3 problem, “Jones could be a tre-

years, though few, if any, knew him. mendous counselor and human be-

) -ling,” staying up all night long to help
But all have stories to tell, revealingline individual pinpoint his or her

incidents about his nature and what problem and how to cope with it. But
may have led to the bloody horror infJones couid be as cruel as he was
Guyana last weekend. kind, Cartmell indicated, '
Some of these vignettes follow: ‘At a Peoples Temple picniic once,
—_—— Cartmell recalied.d Jones i]f?jrced a
When Peoples Temple held a lavish{Small boy 1o eat and eai until he vom-
dinner in hor?or of thepF‘resno Four. a|ited. Then, Cartmell said, Jones made
group of Fresno Bee newsmen or- the boy eat his vomit. “He d“.id"hls
dered jailed for refusing to reveai|three or four times,” Cartmell said.
their sources, the f}c;cus of the megt- _ -
ing was not on the newsmen, bul: wMych of Jones’ gospel was based on
Jones, recalls Berkeley photographerfine New Testamgenstpeteachjnga of a
RichardBarnes. ~ ~  lcommunity where all goods are held
Barnes said Mike Prokes, Joneslin sommon. Jones taught that heaven
chief aide and a former Stockton TV]yac here and now, as people created
reporter now being questioned Nyt His wife, Marceline, said he was a
connection with the ambush murder)Maryist who wanted to “destroy the
of Rep. Leo J. Ryan and four others{paper idol” (the Bible) and that he
ot up and “went on and on aboupelieved he had to “use religion” to

ow selfless and dedicated Jones was, A -
how he was a man of the people and f;g;;')eople from the “opiate of reli

jonly wore second-hand clothes peo- ™ ronjcally, one of Jones' favorite
ple gave him and how worn out they geriniures,” reprinted on the front
'were. And there sat Joneﬂ. mght next page of Peoples Forum, the church

tn Prolea and he had ona hrand new © 2" wne Afosilo . 1M ar
W0 £TORES, ans 16 had Oh & brant DCY. newspaper, was Matthew 12:25,
ipgrfecuy tailored suit. which reads, Every kingdom divided

_— agncgw itzelf is mﬁt Io desolation;
Mike Cartmell, who joined the8nd every city or houge divided against
church in 1960 at age 12 and left al- i#self shall not stand.
most two years ago, was so close to _ Once. Cartmell recalled, Peoples
Jones that he married one of Jones' Temple had a shampoo and toilet pa-
dopted Korean- American daughters PET CTISIS.

d became an associate minister. “Jones got on the microphone in his
Once, Cartmell said, he was as-|Foom which was connected to speak-

signed 1o polish Jones' shoes. Jones, ers throughout the temple and told

. h | c »
Fw"-tmell said, often talked of how he Pecple, ‘I don't have any toilet paper

But in his room I saw he had a whole
ay of shampoo and it was the very
“But what I found was he had six Eeg"m“;,‘;“ eémecr)ﬁ;vgf ktlgtligi ange he

airs of shoes—six pairs of identical ana r Llel paper,
ghoes. They were 80 identical T could- Cgtﬂmﬁld-

n‘L.exeq match them into siX pairs.”
Carimell recalled.

ne suit, just ag he expected his foi-

ad only one pair of shoes, one shm,EShﬂmPOO- I make do. So can you.'
owers L0 have only one of each item,

Incidents Tell a Different
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Deborah Layton Blakey, the templg'  Jones kept a gun, a .38-caliber pis-
fifiaficial decretary at the time, said tol, behind the podium whémrirrréh

Jones also broadcast through the
building that members were to take
rolls of toilet paper from bathrooms at

church services in Ukiah, former
member Opal Freestone recalled. Off-

duty sheriff's deputies in uniform

their jobs. “People were assigned Lojstood guard outside church meetings
go out and steal toilet paper from gasjand Jones often talked of assassina-

stations,” she said.

In Jonestown, Guyana, Mrs. Blakey |
said, she and others were fed rice for
breakfast, rice and rice water for
lunch, and rice and beans for dinner.
with an egg and some meat once a
week. Elderly people got an egg a
day. Jones, however, had a refrigera-
tor and dined regularly on steaks, of -
ten nibbling pieces of meat as he sat

ion threats.
' “You were on edge all the time,”
rs. Freestone said.

Her husband, Whitey, said Jones
often threatened physical vicience on
arishioners.

“He would jump down from the po-
um and say he was going to beat me

—_——

“Jones called his 100 or so most

on a raised chair in the main pavilion{faithful members to a meeting one
discoursing o his followers on hoWinight and gave each a glass of wine,
their entire existence depended onlformer member Wanda Johnson re-

him.

While Jones tola parishioners it

was evil 10 drink, smoke, have sexual
relations with a spouse and go to mo-
vies, he did all these things in secret

cnd Allmcmd ki st sl livra
dlu dilowoud Lo IO, Will uvcd;

nearby, o smoke and drink. Others;

who violated these tenets were pub-
licty paddled or beaten.

“Jones would always say it hurt
him more than it hurt them,” Al Mills,
former chairman of the Peoples Tem-

called. Since members were forbiddén
to drink wine some balked, but Jones
insisted that each drink.

After all had done so, she and Cart-
mell said, Jones told them it was poi-
son and they would all die in 45 min-
utes,

When the appointed time came,
Jones said it was not poison, that he
had only tested their faith. “T hate
that I had to do it,” Mrs. Johnson and
Cartmell quoted Jones as saying.

ple membership committee, recalied.
When someone chalieng ones
on a point in a meeting, Cartmell said,
Jones would elutch his heart an
claim he was having a heart attack.

Another Ukiah resident, Lena Mc-
Cown, recalls how Jones grew
increasingly paranoid during his time
in Mendocino County,

“Jim started popping pills,” she

“He was a macter manipulator.’}said. “He took so many he got it in his
Cartmell said. “People believed hcfmind people were trging %g kill him

was having a heart attack. I believe
him.”

. . . He'd send around blank pieces of
paper (during services) and you'd

-Jhave to write out that you would kill

After a number of poor black Wo-| yourself and your children for Jim if

men who had been followers of Fath-.
er Divine joined Peoples Temple after)
Divine's death in 1985, Jones fre-
quently encouraged the faithful
sing one of Divine's songs, Cartmell
recalled. It went like this:

Minds and attention

Love and devotion

All directed to you

It's true

I never thought I'd be living in

heaven

today

Living with God in the body
. Who is ruling and reigning
' And having his way.

anything happened to Jim or if any
officials started investigating him.”

Mrs. McCown finaliy quit the tem-
ple. The breaking point was when
Jones ordered her publicly paddied
during a service. She had been spot-
ted by fellow temple members drink-
ing a beer and smeking a cigarette in
her home. She was 32 years old at the
time of the paddling,

In Jonestown, Guyana, members
orked in the fields seven days a
eck. Nights were often spent in
eetings where Jones ranted for

“That's just how it was,” Cartmellhours about death, conspiracies, his
said, “with Jones ruling and reigning ‘nemm and sexual prowess, Mrs. Blak-

andhavig his way.” ~= ey

S aa——
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“Once he told us the time h;
to iz ant " we all lined up and were
given Kool-aid without sugar. I was
so depressed ] didn't care if I lived or
died. In fact, I hoped I would die,” she
said.

Again, it was a “test of faith.”

In Ukiah, Jones had a2 monkey, Mr.
Muggs, which he had trained to at-
tack people. Once, Mrs. Blakey said, it
bit off part of a boy's finger.

Jones finally entrusted the animal
to another family, Cartmell said, and
Mr. Muges became so attached to the
mother that the animal destroyed
what was left of her relationship with
her husband and children.

Jones, Cartmell said, “delighted” in
commg over and ordering the mon-

[ EE e

Key io aliack peopie.

Jones adopted eight multiracial
children, including Suzanne, a
Korean-American who, at Jones'
urging, married Cartmell. Frequently
Jones said to his adopted children
that “they should be grateful to him
for he saved them,” Cartmell said.

After the wedding, five years ago,
Jones frequently told Cartmell that
Suzanne was a bad person, doing bad
things and that Cartmell should
neither spend money on his wife nor
gleep with her,

Mrs. Blakey, sitling on 2 50fa in one
of San Francisco’s finest restaurants,
turned her head away for a time and
gat in silence, her mind holding pri-
vate thoughts.

She had ]ust been told that her
momer E.I'I(I gister were ueau lﬂ
Jonestown and her brother was being
charged with the slayings of Rep.
Ryan and four others.

Asked her thoughts, she spoke a bit
of what could have been, of Jones' vi-
sion of a classiess society and a better
world and how his sick mind had
ruined it, made it impossible to ever

be.

*“He was always on stage. Totally
controlled and always projecting an
image,” she said. And then she added,
with a touch of sadnes t
never got in touch with his feelings.”
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ALWAYS NEARBY -—Whitey Freestone ond his wife, Opal, were

members of the Peoples Temple. Now that they have brolse_n-'mm
the cUT™ey feel threatened and the pistol is always kept clo




BREAKAWAY MEMB
Pegples Temple who left the church several years ago after being
beateri By members. She believes her life currently is m—dangsr
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By WALLACE TURNER
Special to The New York Times
SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 6 — It was
because his father wanted it that John

Victor Stoen, then four vears old aas

sl v Wik, Was

sent in 1976 to the agricultural com-
mune of the People’s Temple at Jones-
town, Guyana.

Conflict over custody of the child has
been cited a5 a major éctor in creaung
the tensions that snapped the Rev. Jim
Jones’s judgment and caused him to
order the tnass deaths that wiped out
almost all the Temple’s members, in-
- cluding Mr. Jones himself and the little
bay he had fought desperately tokeep.

information unfolding in Guyana
shows that the first mass suicide
threats carne at the time that the boy's
parents were trying to regain custody
of himin 1977.

Mr. Jones contended that he was the
boy's father, but John's mother, Grace
Stoen, said that the father was her hus-
band, Timothy Oliver Stoen, to whom
she was married on June 27, 1970, in the
Peo;;le's Temple at Redwood Valley,
Calif,

Ry |

Fundamentalist Roots

S aw

While they both broke away from the
cult, they pever got their child away
from Mr. Jones. In aninterview, the 40-
;:m’-old Mr. Stoen, a lawye tg.:fu:"t.n:mg

re, gave his account of
leading to the tragedy of last Nov. 18 in
the jungle commune in Guyana, north-
ern 5outh America. )

Mr. Stoen said that he had been
reared in a strictly fundamenatalist reli-
gious family, graduated from Wheaton
Bible Col yegi;alllinois and then from
the Stanford University Law School.

He had known Jim Jones and had
{?ined the People’s Tempie in Redwood

alley.

‘ereandBo'yMoved

Then, in 1975, Mr. Jones assigned
Mrs. Stoen as ckuef counselor inthe San
Francisco Temple, and she and the boy
mmoved there to live. After a time her
husband followed them. He lived out-
side the Temple. He was happy that his
son was living in it,

- *I decided,”’ he sald, “that the high-

est act of love for John-John was w
raise him in the collectivist environ-
mesqt."’

A somewhat different cast to Mr.
Stoen's decision is supplied in a hand-
written note found by People’s Tempile
survivors among the papers left in the
headquartershere.

The single sheet of paper has two
messages on it. First, E Chaikin,
a lawyer who estate mat-
ters for the Temple, asked Mr. Stoen
for his opinion on sending the child to
Guyana ‘‘as a protective measure
based on your consent.”*

Mr. Stoen’s rep!y was this:
“1 don't think Grace cares that much
for John that she would risk seizing him

-

Conflict Over (,.,,stody of Child Luked

and incurring the group's added wrath,
I have no objection to him going if
that’'s what the group wants. 1 just
don’t look forward to John not being in
Jim's presence as his model.”

At that time, Mr. Stoen was Mr.
Jones’s chief legal adviser. He said of
the leader:

“I thought he was like a pure sort of
prophet, but with certain cultural defj-
ﬁeﬂﬁcies. who had a message for man-

Mrs. Stoen left the Tempie
tion on July 4, 1976. Asked why she had

not simply taken her son afong, Mr.
Stoen said that he had helped keep the
boy there.

mflod Tamie Basales
Boy Called Jones Fascist

*We had not told John-Johin that she
had defected,” Mr. Stoen said. “But
he's so smart he knew she was an out-
sider. He said to her, “I want to be an
outsider, too. I can’t stand this place.
Jim Jones is a fascist " "

**] wanted John-John to be raised
with the valuve system | held in the

church,”” Mr. Stoen said, “and I was

afraid Grace was becoming too bour-

is.” In a few days, Mr. Jones sent
John Victor Stoen to live in Guyana,

On Feb. 16, 1977, Mr. Stoen moved to

Guyana,
Left Commune in 1977
Mr. Stoen leit the commune,

- disenchanted, in May 1977. One day in

March, he said top leaders of the cult
accused

m of being an agent for the

Central !ntelhgemeAgemy
In November 1977, the Stoens, es-
tranged but never divorced, started

Assoc. Dir.
Dep AD Adm. _ _

am ANV la.

iegal moves to regain custody. They
went to Georgetown last January seek-
ing a court order to make Mr. Jooes
give them the child. They never got it.
*I went ins,”" Mr. Stoen said, referring
to joining the People’s Tempie, “be-
cause 1 thought coliectivism was the
answer to mankind’s ills. Now I'm eon-
vinced that all collectivism leads to s
potential slavery and terrorism, and
the only salvation for creating a happ
world is individual rights

togrow at one’s own rate."”

to Guyana Deaths

ident.
Intell.
Laboratory
Legal Coun.
Pion. & Insp. -
Rec. Mgnt.
Tech. Servs.
Training
Public AHs. 0. ___
Telephone Rm.
Director's Sec'y

The Washington Post
Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The Atlanta Constitution
The Los Angeles Times
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{Mount Clipping in Spoce Balau)

- Cult Ex-Leader Tells
" Of Trickery, Violence

Fresno

A man who once was a leader
of Peuples Temple said he came 1o]
realize that the cult was "2 hard-
core revolutionary movement.” ’

JR. Purifoy, a general contrac-
tor in Fresno, said “the good that
was being done” first convinced
him to join Peoples Temple in 1872

“ saw the hungry being fed |

and the naked being clothed and |

the poar being given refuge.” Puri- |
foy said yesterday.

+ *1 thought ] could put my
resources in and do some good for
thankind.”

43.. _purifoy said he was also inl-
pressed with seemingly miraculdus
fa:th—h_ealings performed hy the
Rev. Jim Jones. the cult's founder.
However, he Jearned later that
temple offivials went through trash
and used other means to determine
what was wrong with a person so
Jpnes could suddenly provide g
diagnosis and, presumably, a cure.

“Jones was so devious that he
(‘0‘l€1!ld make you believe it,” Purifoy
said.

P Purifoy was at the Peoples
Temple facility near Ukiah less
\han a vear when “I found out the
iruth that what they really weyi
was a hard-core revolutionary
movement.” ¥

- e
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By Joe Bigham
Associated Press
FRESNQ —- A man who claims

he once was a lsuder of Peoplds
Temple savs he came 1o realize thijt
the cuit was “a hard-core revoly.
Hun ary mosement .’ 4

J.R. Purifoy. a general contrac-
tor here, sald “the gocd that was
bering dope” first convinei-d b 1o
iuin Peoples Temple o 132,

“1 saw the nungry being fed
and the naked e ehsthed ond
he poor being civen refece.” Puri-
oy said in an mtervien vesterday

It o e o

"1 thougkt 1 could put m
TESOUTCeS in and do KO j.,l)\'u

mankind.”

Purifov said he also was -
pressed with seemingly miraculous
fuith healings performed by the
Rev. Jim Jone<. the cult's founde:
However, he learned later tha

temple officials went throush tras
r:d used other means ) determin
hat was wrong with a person so
onvs could suddenly provide a
$iagriozis and, presumably, a cure.

Purifoy was at the Peoples
Temple facility near Ukiah less
than a yvear when “1 found out the
truth — that what they really were
was a hard care roew oluuonar\
movement.”

Purifoy “begun to press Jim for
answers. ] eould see things going on
behind closed doors that T didn't
Know. [‘\'Ef‘_\,’iumg was sg guarded
and there were some deep secrets

that were not being teld ™

Finally. Purifor was allowed
into “the hard-core group” of leack
ers. but his children were moved
other piaces. '

Splitting up families “was the
leferage they held over vou,” Puri-
foy said. “That aaddstence.”
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Purifoyv,_said pe planned for
two vears to get 20 members of bis
Yamily out of People's Temple. fle

inally succeeded in December 1915

y telling other leaders he would ke

Arizona on temple business so
they would not be suspicious.

He has been threatened since
and threw three temple members
off his property once, Purifoy said.

Purifoy contended he partici-
pated in Jones initial attempt to
\ make members agree to commit
suicide on the pretense an attack on
the temple was imminent. Purifoy
qlioted Jones as saying: “We don’
hdve a chance and we'li all go tp
iall, so let’s die for the cause now.

Bu!. as reportedly happen
many times before hundreds died
in forced suicides in Guyana last
weekend, the potion that menibers
drank the first time contained no
noison, Purifoy said.

Asked why people would fol-
low Jones to the point of agreecing
to suicide, Purifoy said:

. "Many were illiterate, fro
poor tlasses throuvh no fault o
theic own. Thev saw a liberatef
sumueone o give—ererre hope
hising comething.”
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IMavnt Clinaing In Snara B-low\

Jones defectors recall release
Iuader often carried agu |

/“""'\“ (,m
i B) Nancy Dooley

Peoples Temple leader Michae/ -
Prokes, who was released from jail by
Guyanese officials yesterday, was dl[—
scribed by ex-members of the cult as “a
very dedicated person” who often car
ried a gun when he lived in Northern
California. k

Prokes, 32, who was sometimes
tisted as an associate pastor of the
church during its heyday in San Francis-
o, was freed along with Tim and Mike —_—
. i Carter, who are brothers.

i

v

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Prokes was Stockton bureau chief
for Sacramento station KXTV for two

S {ears bei;gref fhe aj}omei the church and S5.F. Sunday Examiner
i eCame 1ts officidl spokesman. and c-rlronic-ie
According to Al Mills, a temple

defector, the Rev. Jim Jones “was elat LS. ;

when (Prokes) came in because he v.‘:;; pas F.Examiner
= wnh the media. He immediately wenfj e
p— 1:3 ; Section A

ught up to the top and washpil;lt Onft

Mlanning Commission wit a few

Wlann ng San Francisco,Ca.

The Planning Comm;ssion was the

. “ church’s upper echelon.
T He was so dedicated, Mills said, that
“* “1 would see him fall as‘{!eep mhl; ft;ilz: ' ]Fl ,
head on his typewriter. He wou e 112G
asleep just about any place; he worked Edition: Fina
continuously.”
Prokes aiso dressed like Jones when e,
church members went on trips, and even .
wore d::ll:k glasses like the preacher, YT 5
Mnlls s JTUR
l left in George Character:
Tem te mrvwors eft €0
sallt}:l vesterday they are afraid . o SF 89-250
'Prokes and the Carters are members of a Classification: g
. “ehit squad.” aflegedly left behind- to Submitting Officc; &F
i | pssassinate former members and e
_mies of the temile. - ¢ 1~

Prokes was married to Carotyn
llayton, the former wife of Larry Lay.
, the man charged with the murder of

ep Leo Ryan, Examiner photographer
Greg Robinson and three others at last

FBI/D04
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Charles Beikman — charged with murder

weekend’s ambush at a jungle airstrip

near the temple mis;&g_rﬁ_moneswwn.
HFr whereabouts are tmknown.

I Mills and others said the couple was|
nlarried only so Layton's child “wouid
have a name and a father ... He never,f
even shook hands with her, I don't think
let alone love her.”

Released with Prokes was Tim Cart-
er, who former members have said was
recently at the Berkeley-based Human
Freedom Center supposedly gathering
witelligence about Ryan's visit to the

timple.

o TR
Carter 28, has denied the allegations.

He was married to temple member
Gloria Rodriguez. The couple had a 15
month-old daughter, who was left be-
hind with her mother during the mass
suicide-murders of last weekend,

Carter, who worked the radio atl([
Georgetown, told people at the Berkeley i
Center that he was disenchanted with"
Jones because the pastor would not let *
him visit his wife and child at Jonestown
often enough.

A temple defector who lived in
Jonestown confirmed the lack of visits,

t adding “Carter was too valuable in
¢ Georgetown."” f

Virtually nothing is known abou‘.
Carter’s brother, Mike. "

Charles “Chuck” Beiknian. a 20-year
temple veteran who was charged yester-
day with the murdess.af.cultist Sharon

auskas

Amos, 43, and her three children, was
once involved court battle with
Jones in Indiana over custory of his
child. The outcome of the hattle was m;]‘,

ith  tha
koown, but Beikman stayed with the

church for years. |

Former members told The Examin-
er in interviews that he was one of the
tirst temple members to go to Guyana
because “he was considered rebellious.”

On one occasion, when Beikman had
“bad-mouthed” Jones in Redwood Valley
— the temple headquarters in Mendoci-
no County — Jones' aides had drugged
Beikman and then Jones later raised him
from the dead in one of his phony
miracles, ex-members said.

P

“If Betkman murdered (Amos an

ber children),” Mills said yesterday, “T'd
say he did it becau¥e he wanted to.”
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By Scott Winokur
Staff Writer

Berkeley—The voung man did
a lot for the Rev. Jim Jones, bui .
he woulde't drink cyanide. |

Once, when Jones was demom,
strating his rcputed gift for “heal’
ing” on a rcvivalist our of the
United States, 25-year-oid Staniey
Clayton vomited a picce of bloody

cal.
Then he testified thar Jones,
hid cured his “cancer.”

| .
¢ Another time, at People's Tem-
plc in San Franciscq, Stanley hu-
miliated hithsclf in the eyes of his
br_q!hey_’\"i‘xlcqnt by .bugging hjm .
10 give a clenched-fist salite iy
acknowledgement of Jim Jones'
ipronountements from the pulpif:
Lo e
.~ Vincent refused. iy
Do it for mc,” Sianley plead-
cd, his eyes glazed by drugs or
brainwashing, says 24-ycar-old
Vincent.

ut when Jones ordered the
masp poisoning of his followers in

Guymna last Saturday, Sianlep
drc{ the ling, y

’ [/
Hc fled to the jungle and hid

Stanley Clavton reportedly is in
Georgetown,Gl%ana, today,
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awaiting 1ransportation back 1o the Urited
States and, in~themdantime, possibly co-
operating with the Guvancse govera-
,meni’s investigation of lhc junglc holo-
caust.

No onc knows for sure. The State De-
.partment refuses to provide information
about survivors, but Sianley’s close rela-.
tives have heard he is among zhe 80 or so
who lived.

Yesterday, his mother and broher
talked about their “"hard-headed, outgo-
ing” loved one, who moved from homne o
home and jail 1o jail before joining the !
People’s Temple five years ago. i

I8

They said thcy'll be glad to have $tan-«

leove ‘-vnr-l. nln lh. \ ':r;mltn A thfn w l"un b

LY Jalan GNeAiTbLL R AL i

returns Stan!u will have to wrestle mnee
again with his old demons—joblessiess,
rootlessness and hopclessncss.

Jones helped him cope with those
probluns but at a wrrible cost,

'J just hope he still has his mind,” said
‘\ incent.

As a boy, Stanley bounced from rela-

1o lL!uf}-n‘vc in Fmrr\ln”f -:nH ‘Rs‘r‘(‘p-

.n'-

"lc}.’. He served time in county- jail and
juvenile hall for robbery.

Finallv, he moved in with foster par-
ents in Oakland. His foster mother intro-
duced him 1o the People's Temple after

Stanley dropped out of Berkeley High
School and Qakland Tech.

Stanley ultimately joined the Temple
because he couldn’t find a permanent
home or a job, said his mother, Helen

0INDC OF & JUU, sata I%%o JIIUARIRS IRARRE

Hines.

She explained that her home—a small
cottage in the Berkelev flats—is 100 small
10 accommodau Stanfey, his two brothers
and four sisters,

Vincent said, “He just couldn’t find a
job outside the churc' ™

Hines added:

. “Hc was up in Redwood Valley with
Tones and, starting off, they helped him.
They sent him back 1o high school and
xept lum out of rouble.”

Sianley wasn't much of a believer in

the con\'cnslonaf'ms of Christianity,

&t -

but ma.x didn’t dilute his de¢votion to

Jones. —— s

Vincent, who once attended a temple
service, said Jones didn’t talk abou
Christ or jook at a Bible. .

“He tried to convince you he was God.

Stanlev once told me that in San

—~ ben ‘
Francisco he w itnessed Jones get qha, h"

Someone,

“He fell down, got up and took the
gun from the man, who just froze.

“Then Jones shot the gun at the roof,
tore a hole in it and said, ‘7 am God. 1
can't be killed.’

"It was a put-on. No outsider could get
into the Temple with a gun. They
svarched everyone.

On another occasion, Stanley and Vin-
cent heard Jones prosphesy the mass im-
prisonment of blacks because of racial
competition for warer.

TIPS W 1y .
Jones had becn talking about’ the

drought, saving it was never going 10 rain
again in California. He said pretty soon
white people were going to lock up blac

Lop]f. because there was no water fo
thcm

Vincent was unconvinced. He also re}
coiled when Stanley tried to persuade him
to donate his car 10 the Temple and come
aboard.

. Vincent said Stanley was aware of
Jones's deceits, but couldn’t break away
from the Temple because he feared retal-
iation.

“He told me that all of a sudden he

ad boecame afraid for me and mv moth-

L

er—afraid we'd get hit by the church if
he left. But he was wrapped.”

Evenwually, Stanfey swatlowed his
doubts and mowd to Guyana with Joncs.

“He just got up and went,” Vincent
recalled. “He said overybody there was
healthy and happy. It was a peaceful
place. Like the Garden of Eden. -

“I didn't belicve him.” ™

Hines said Stanlu survived the mass
suicide because “he probab]y got scared
and 100k off, running. : _ ]-

Bul \"mcem belicves Stanfey's doubt

PY P T
lllmu\- DLbull ic dominate his thuklnt

about the People’sTemple, and he fled.



He thinks his brother basically has
¢ommon scnsc. Vimeemr-elaims, howevar,
hat Stanicy through no tault of his own
as been unfortunate in his short life.

“1 found a job before he did,” Vincent
said. "If he found a job, he might've been
involved in the Temple, but 1 don't think it
would have been full-fledged, full time.”

Vincent is in the Berkeley Comprehen-
sive Emplovinent and Training Act pro-
gram, which pays him $83 weckly while
he works toward a high-school cquivalen-
cy diploma.

~ "1 think the thing for Stanley to do
now is 10 got into a government program.
If he gets a decent place 1o stay and a job,
maybe he can get himself wogether.”

Stanlev's mother has more immediate
worrigs. She wonders who'll pay for her
son’s repatriation. o

“I'm nervous and scared,” she said.
“I'm on welfarc and 1 can't afford moncy
for air fare.”

Vincent added:

“We couldn’t even afford a funeral §f
hE:}"d sent him back dead.” y

~ The State Department normally
charges destitute Americans abroad for
their food and lodgings, as well as rans-
portation to the nearest port of entry—in
tho face af thi Tanoctacrn g .

wil Case Ol [O0 JONesSIioWn SUrvinegrs, proc-

ably an East Coast city.

The Department of Health, Education
and Welfare usually takes over from
there. The moncey is paid out by the gov-
ernment and the repatriated people must
pay it back.

There's little chance Sianley Clayvion
or anvone in his family would be able o
do this.

But a Stawe Department spokesman

told The Tribune it's possible standard
procedure will be suspended for the
Jonustown survivors.

He noted that although the United
tates douesn’t normally pay for the jour-
¢y back home when a LS. citizen ditzs
broad. the government is paving for the
wassive airlift of the hundreds who died

at Jonestown. .

He said he thought Uncie Sam might
pick up the tab for Swanley Clayton as
well. —

Stanley Clayton
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Berkeley—The father of ac-,
cused Guyanese slayer Larry Lay-
ton said herc yesterday that he
gave more than a quarter-million
dollars in moncy and property to
the Peoples Tempie — only to
have it end up in the hands of

Temple dcader Him Jones.

Laurence L. Layton, a bioche-
rist at the Western Regional Lab-
afatory in Albany, said that in-
cluded art_valued at $50,000 el
“some of my more beautiful pic-
tures” — that was loaned to the
Temple, but ordered sold by
Inneoe

, Layton said it also included the

¢ AN N cottloment T avion cave
P FVV AU DULEIVIIECEIL sy iwal pmiave

his wife, a follower of Jones,
when she divorced him in 1974.
Jones, he said, “arranged di-
vorces, he broke up marriages.

The grief-siricken Layton
talked with The Tribune yester-
day at his hilllop home along
\ﬁth his son, Tom. Their mood
vfas in stark contrast to the prov-
erb etched in wood and hung

b sl A thor maad A morey
Over ine aoor tnat read, A JREITY

heart is good medicine.” . o
Layton disclosed that Tim Cart- .
or also held_in.the killings,

< ..
»

“stalked” his dauvgftct warly this month/
before returning 1o lonestown to the

~events that have horrified the world.

Layton said Carter, who was posing as
a dcfector from Peoples Temple, was, in
the Bay Area asking questions about wis
aughter, Deborah Layion, who escaped
rom Joncstown last May.

Layton said at the time Carter was in
the Bay Area, his daughter was in Wash-
ington, D.C,, giving testimony to Congress-
man Leo Ryan before his trip to the South

American country.

Holli Morton, a spokesman for the Hu-
man Freedoms Center here, where former
followers of Jim Jones are counseled, con-
firmed that Carter stayed at the center
“about two weeks ago.”

Deborah gave the State Department an
11-page affidavit soon after she escaped
rom Jonestown on May 13, a red-eyed

jand sorrowful Layton said.

“Had Debby's story been investigated
when it was first told this tragedy might
have been avoided,” Layton said.

He said she wanted to tell the whole
story of commune’s regime - including
the weekly “suicide drills” — so ghe
would have nothing left 10 tell in cdse
anyone might want 1o kil ber 1o keep jer
quiet. v

Layton’s son and daughter are just two



of his family who followed Jones to the How was it that some-of his family fell
Guyana jungle. Alse<mwGayana were his  under Jones’ spell andl others did noyd
former wife, Lisa; two former daughters- "
ig-law, Karco Layton and Carolyn Moore, “Some us arc traincd as scientistsy’ he
hoth divorced from Larry Layton, and  said. "Others are more susceptible toichat
{yyrmer son-in-law Philip Blakey, who was  sori of thing. Jim Jones displaced eviry-
marricd to Duborah. The fate of Lisa Lay-  one.”

1on and Moore are unknown. Karen Lay- , .

ton is belivved dead in the mass suicide Tom Layton said his brother, Larry,
murders that left oeariy 800 dead. Laurj had a troubled childhood.

ence Layton said he has been notified that . )
Blakcy, who was caprain of one of three)  ~Ht ‘had the problum of being the
missing boats belonging 1o Jongs, was || third child. The other two children wure
alive in Trinidad where he had gone for  ¢loser. He felt alone, very insecurc. He
supplics before the massacre. was introverted,” Layton said.

3 LY

i d

T
Tom Layton said his brother had begn
“programmed and brainwashed’ by Jonés
and “uncritically acccpted Jones' philos-
ophy and interpretation of the social
sCERe.

»Larry Layton is bcing held without
ba!h on five counts of murder and three
coynts of attempted murder in connection
with the ambush of Ryan's fact-finding
delegation afier a visit 1o Jones' com-
mune. “Now that the nightmare is ending we
are hopeful he will receive treatment and
he will be restored as a functioning mem-
ber of society.”

Layton said he watched his family;}
split in two as its members fell one by one;
to the charismatic personality of Jones. !

Laurence Layton said the family semt
Larry had been a member for 11 a telegram to his son that “we fove him
years. He was raised as a member of the and will help any way we can.
American Friends Service, a pacifist

Larry Layton

group similar to the Quakers. He was a “We, of course, are hoping we will be
conscientious objector during the Vietnam  I'tcelving an answer from him, ﬁ
]

r.

Tom Layton said he may fly o Guyanii.'

1 Explaining his generous gifts of prop- (4 try and see his brother.

crh; a(nd r?oney to he Te)mple. he said N be
“they {the family members) wanted to do “He's my_ligtle_brother and he'’s been
good. 1 couldn’t condemri them. disturbed for some time."” h
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Coast Cultists Are‘StﬂI_:ii'i:ii‘aShock‘

S 1aT40 The New York Tunes v

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 23 — Five
days after the mass sulcide and killings *
in Jonestewn, Guyana, 22 members of
the Peuple’s Temple are still in a state
ol shock atihéir headquarters here.

“I've lost my mother, father, sister,
sun and possibly my husband,” Joyce
Tarks said through sobs. *'I still camnot
bebieve that it aji happened.” Mrs.
Parks, 2 longtime member who is {n
her und-3's, returned here late last
might from Caracas, Veneruela. Her
f.ce contorted, Mrs, Parks denied that -
mass suicide drills had been held in
preparation for the ritual, She also
denind reports of hit squads organized
tual diualfected members. - Do
- wafter all iy personal losses and

sulfering,"” she sald, “why would I —or
any of us — want to bring more pain to
anyone else?"™ :

Mrs. Parks said she had lived in
Guyana for 10 months and had traveled
frequently between Jonesiown and

Cianrostnurm in har dartiae
Georpetown in the course of her duties

as a medical administrator. Her moth-
er-in-law, Patricia Parks, was one of
the members preparing to leave
Guyana with Representative Les J.
Ryan when he was kilied. Joyce Parks
said she was not sure why her mother-
in-law wanted to leave the settlement.

Minister Called "Humanitarian®

Other members at the headquarters .
on Geary Sireet near the Fillmore dis-
trict sald today that the Rev. Jim
Jones, the lounder of the cult was a

» the lounder of the cult, was 2

wun

“humanitarian” who never organized
suicide drills, hit squads, beatings,
public humiliations of members, phony
faith healings, threats against ex-
members, or arms shipments to the
Guyana settiement, They said they had
no idea why for ragr members were say-
ing that they feared assassination at
the hands of members.,

-+]f anyone has reccived death
threats, it's us,” said Hue Forison, &
fongtime member, **We have recelved
phone calls at all hours of the day and
night threatening us  with murder.
We've had bombs - placed under owr
buses. Our building here was bumed <
down in 1972 by an arsonist. And there’
were confinual assassination threats
against Jim Jones for his beliels in ra-
cial integration and social injustice.”

Reporters were allowed inside the
headquarters for -the first time this
momning. Members said they had

/
barred reporters before because they
were Lis shock and leared for their lives.

The temple is a large, weli-main-
tained, three-story facility that mem-
bers said was completely rebuilt after
the 1972 fire. The marble-floored lobby
containg several display cases filled
with photographs of smiling members
at work in Jonestown. Also on the first
fioor are a spacious lounge with toys
and dolls that members say were made
in Jonestown, a restaurant-sized kitch-
en, a large dining ares, and a print
shop with stacks of Chrisimas cards
from Mr. Jones that members had been
preparing to send.

The second foor houses the.calhe-

dral-like church with a seating ca-

pacity of about 1,000. A large framed °
portrait of the late Rev, Martin Luther
King Ir. hangs on the wall,
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‘Death Seemed Sweeter Asst Dir
) . m. Jefvs,
) By Joel Kotkin Crim. inv.

1,, Swecial to The Waskimeion Post Ident
;AN FRANCISCO, Nov. 22—Deborah Layton Blakey Intell

*was only 18, a pretty California girl fresh out of a Brit- ntell.

. ish boarding school, when she joined the late Rev. Jim Laboratory
Jones' Peoples Temple. She stayed for more than six Legal Coun.
years, watching with increasing borror as the cult grew Plen. & Insp.
more paranoiac and violence-prone, until she began to Rec. M
feel that “death seemmed sc much sweeter than life.” ec. Mgnt.

It was af that point, however, last May, that Debbi Tech. Servs.

Blakey chose life. She deserted Jonestown, barely avoid- Troining
ing & mass suicide she grew to believe was an inevitable Public Afls. OH. __

product of Jones® “sick’ control of the temple.

Relating her experience to a largely incredulous world,
Blakey finally was able to persuade a few journalists
and a congressman, Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif.), to be-
lieve ber faptastic story about the goings on at Jones-
town in Guyana, seiting the stage for Rymn's dramatic
nsci!t there ard its savage finaie in the jungle last week-
end.

Today Blakey. 25, sits in a San Franeisco cafe. sur-
rounded by FBI plainclothesmen, haunted by feelings of
Euilt over the horrors her revelations set in motion. Mnst
of all she is plagued by the murder of Ryan, a crime for

See BLAKEY, AY, Col. 1

Yelephone Rm.
Director's Sec'y

.-BLAKEY, From A7

which her brother, Larry, 32, has been
arrested.

“When I last saw Ryan,™ she said,
Jer eyes glazed, “he hugged me and
3old me, ‘Debbi, you don't need to
worry about anything. It's all going
%o turn out all right'”

In the aftermath of what has hap-
pened, Blakey feels more “sumbed”
%han angry, sbocked most of all by
-her brother’s alleged role in assassi-
nating the man she had finally turned
- to for belp. “I felt sick when I beard
pbout Larry” she said. ‘7 tried to tell
-people to doubt [the ternple] so I think
Jones amssigned my brother to do it
e tried to do that to burt me and
my family” ‘

The events of the last week have
all but destroyed Debbi Blakey's ef-
forts to put together a new life after
teaving the Peoples Temple. Con-
vinced that “assassination squads”
have her tarpeted as a “Class-A class
enemy,” Blakey lives in fear, refusing
o give out ber address or her tele-
pbone number.

_ Blakey peys she knows of at least
seven members of Jopes’ “assassina-
ton squads” whose names have yet to
appear oo the death list coming out
of Gurena. “You grow tired of having
a gun to your bead all of the time”
she paid. “This was the first time I
was going to have Thanksgiving with

my family since I was 16, Bot now I
know for the next year all Tl be do-
tng is going i» and out of court.”

While the world remains stunned by
the events of the last week, Debbi Bla-
key feels they were only logical out-
growths of the increasing psranoia
which afflicted the cult and Its leader,
Jones, over the last several years.
First attracted to the church because
of its *"humanitarian acts” and the ad-
miration her busbandto-be, Philip
Blakey, had for Jopes, Debbhi says that
by 1872 fear had replaced love as the
prime adbesive of the group.

“Once you got into the church, you
thought this is really comfortable”
she recalled “Then Jones started say-
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ing you better not leave because the
CIA would get you Then they started
threatening to beat you, ther to Kl
you. I dreamed of Jeaving, but I was
biving in fear”

) Beinforcing the terror was & sense
. of isolation from a world Jones told
them was full of raclal batred and
© growing fascism. Jopes also digpcour-
- aged all close buman contact,  even
. among mémbers of the church. Bia-
" key's own marriage became, in her

_words, "empty.” (She pow “presumes” .

“her busband, who remained 1n Jones-
_hwn to be "dead.”) By destroying all
Puman relationships within the eult
and ali communication with the outside
.world, Blakey says Jopes was able to

gain total control over the mbdy of
its members.

“Once you were in the churth, be
told you to distrust your parents”
Blakey said. “He'd tell you al] thgse
terrible things about your family ®nd

_¥ou'd spon find youself completely

into their
world”

paranoid-schizophrenie

Jones' ability -to keep “this Dether

world together In San Frangisco bé
gan to fiag last year when reports
concerning the cult’s strange practices
—in¢luding beatings and public humil-
fations of itz members—{irst started
gaining eurrency in the local mews
media - Panmje-stricken, “aechrding to
Bltxex, Jones moved to &mn‘er lus

~
.

.

flock to Guyana, which seemed like 2 -

haven from the storms then swirling
around the temple.

Last December, Jopes ordered Bla-
key, then the organjzation’s “financial
pecretary,” t0 Guyana. She remembers
being told of an idyllic settiement

, where children played in & lake and
- life wax slmple and good. But condi-
tions there were much less benign.

“When I got over there 1 asked
someone where that Iake was where
al) the kids were supposed to be swim-

. ming,"” ghe recalled with » trace of bit-
‘terpess. “Of course, I found out there
“~'wasn't one”

Blaker stayed tmtil May, when, wark

J ing for Jomes in the capital city of
Georgetown, she sneaked off to the
American embassy and arranged to
. leave the country. By then, she recalied,
¢ wuickde drills had become part of life
) af Jopaktown.

After she went from Georgetown to
‘Washington, Blakey atarted telling
both State Department officials and

» "Rep. Ryan about! what was going or at
Jopestown. In & signed affidavit, she
described the mass suicide drills,
which ultimately became dress re-

hearsals for one of the most gruesome’

scenes in recent memory,
Today, Deborah Blakey is struggling
to come to grips with what has taken
. place. Bhe Dbelieves some remaining
members of the cult are #till =af
large, ready to carry out Jopes' last

DEBORAB LAYTOX BLAEEY
e v+ "] felt sick when I heard ., »

mad peguest, the executions of alleged

~traitors.” Right now, her gnly hope.
she saye, is that Steve Jones, the rev-
erend’s son, will “cooel things down.”
and persuade the last geajots to lav
down their guns.

Special correspondent Paw! Grabo-
wilz contributed to this report,

~

?

-
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By Marshall Kilduff

Only a year ago, thé Rev
" «lim Jones was widely considered!
tth be a2 model of a modern’

involved minister — a civic and
«.rehglous leader who was the'
~toast of San Francisco's liberal
¢ community.

-
&

“"""f

He was an evangelist who
“ spoke in a soft baritone and ran
a showy array of self-help pro-
grams for his racially mixed
flock at Peoples Temple.

He found time and money
for everyone from the farm-
'workers to a penniless pet hospi-
“tal, and he met with Vice Presi-
"dent Walter Mondale on the

teps of Air Force One. \

i But the murders of Con-,
sressman Leo Ryan and four .
hers underscored a different
image — one that bitter former
members of the temple said had
been taking shape in past

months.

: Jones, they said, had slipped
out of San Francisco with 1100
followers to a remote jungle
hideaway. There, they said, he
ruled a realm patrolied by
armed guards in khaki, ordered
public beatings and drilled foi-
lowers in mass suicide rehearsals
and make-believe' ambushes,
they claimed.

JOnes aummﬂ‘s» 0\}1&)08 ihe
“church found the new reports
hard to believe. Liberal politi-
mans community leaders and
mmorm. spokesmen all found it
hprd 1o abandon Jones, who had
.turned out huge crowds, cash |
*dbnations and instant letter-writ-
-ing campaigns.
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For other observers it wa:
kard to Tuiderstand how
tkmple members, mainly.igne

church in Indianapolis, building
it up by enlisTihg tlacks, speak-

ing out on civil rights issues and

clty blacks led by young’ white giving out food free for down-

oL
Liniitan

hrutenants of Jomes, conld ¥ P
" auly Ul JUNES, COUlQ navednia-Ouiers.

r_-hanged en masse from dutiful
followers of a religious sect to

jungle fighters.

“"He was really like a father
to me,” said Mike Cartmell, who
was married to on¢ ©f Jones'
daughters until he left the
church two years ago. '

“He treated me well, and |

But the crusading young
juinister found his stands re-
buffed in the conservative early
1960s era and left for missionary
l\fork in Brazil.

I| .
i . He retqrned 10 his old con-
kc::gation in Indianapolis by
ﬁ 5. This time he declared he
had a vision of a nuclear holo-

did whatever he asked, even if [!caust. He had read a magazine

knew some of it didn't make any
sense,” Cartmel) sard.

*..  Cartmell was troubled by
«the public beatings organized by
vdones to enforce church disci-
*{lline. .

=\ “There was a kid who was
«paddled 150 times (on his rear).
TTwe kid passed out unconscious.
ft made me sick.” he said.,

~  But leaving the temple
posed the problern of being
pursued by Jones followers, the
fisk of trying to begin life anew
eutside “the only family and
group I ever belonged to,” and
the mixed feelings of breaking
sway from a strict cult dedicated

p just-sounding causes. uwhe...
i Like nearly all former tem-
p}{-’ members, Cartmell spenitl
yésterday in hiding. talking only .
brjefly through his lawyers.
R : r
© ;} "These people are really,

gong for it now. That wholea

sheoting  incident with Ryani
tooks like everything we've beer|
predicting,” said Debbie Layton,
-another ex-follower.

Lavton and Cartmell belong

10 families of longtime churely

members, and each has relatives TooR

still in the Jonestown commufil-!
ty in the interior of Guyana. L
. )y Lt

In each case, their pargnts,
had taken up with Jones, a
nister of the Disciples of
Clyrist. who moved from Indian,
aﬁk)lis to Redwood Valley. a tmy'l
glape-growing town near Ukial:
100 miles north of San Frangispg,

Joges had. begun a winaf¥

Y
I

article claiming Redwood Valley

'in Northern California would be

one of the places in the country
safe from both a bomb blast and
lingering clouds of radioactive
fallowt.

His followers, perhaps about
a hundred, came west with him.
The small congregation built a
new church complete with bap-

P——— Can T man te e o

tismal swimming pool, large
parking lot for 11 buses and a
new parsonage for Jones.

On weekends the church
members drove or rode the
buses down 10 San Francisco and
sometimes to Los Angeles as
wel). There were summer swings

* through the Northwest. One trip

the members of the church

i marched to Washington D.C.

cnant

Yuilyy 1970, Jones began to pay

d¥i4isits to San Francisco
and the fiext year purchased a
‘huff-colored former synagogue
- B G éary boulevard on the

P

L

U

wdipn #f-weveral sandy blocks of {

ormpat renewal land.

e, 11900 Fera first-timer the church

services were dazzling. Soul and

igospetisingers, dance groups,

kers such as Angela Davis or
megjcan Indian teader Dennis

anks. Sometimes there was a
fgith healing: An old man with a
sore back or an elderly woman
"with'an arthritic arm would be
‘towred.”

—————

R *Mhe San Francisco People’s

Temple was displaved 1o visjtors
as a storehouse BT WEFTHY social
activities. :

There was an jnrirmatﬁ',
child care center, carpentdy
shop, printing press and kitch
ens where members were fe
each day. The church c¢luimed
20,000 followers.

There was even an agricul-
tural mission in the South Amer-
jcan jungle in Guyana where
hard tough kids worked off their
problems and helped the local
Amerindians with new farming
techniques.

But despite such sunny ac-
complishments there were still
disquieting sides of the intrigu-
ing Jones persona.

Though usuaily courily and
friendly, Jones never ventured]
out from his Geary boulevargl
church headquariers without i
retinue of a dozen hodyguards
and aides.

He politely, but firmly.
brushed off requests for inter-
views, claiming the glare of
publicity would scare off “the
disenchantied and disaffected
people in our society that we are
trying to reach.”

Casual visits to the church
were discouraged. It was better
10 make a request for a visit and
wail for a return invitation fro
the temple staff “so that thing;
can be prepared,” it wds

claimed. L

Such modesty and shyvness
were explained a different way -
by former members, who began
to surface last summer when
they learned that news reporters
were looking into temple affairs,

These former followefs,
who ranged from top financfal
advisers to Jones to eldefly
women living in public housihg
on $400 per month, had left the
temple, cladme conditions
were intolerable.



In separate MIETVIEw S, 107,
than two domotr—of Mjiete e
fofowers offered a dratfrdly”
ditferent picture of life within
the¢ temple. .

Jones. they said, was a mas-
ter manipulaior who used public

- Pictures=sf*Jones were soid
o followers — and they brought
i $500 to $800 per day, accord-
ifg 1o former members Al and
deannie Mills, who ran the ten-

fl

it,

beatings and friendly pep ialks 1§,

to keep his followers impressed
with his vision of a couniry on
the verge of a fascist takeover
and anti-hlack race war.

It was necessary.to draw
close, to avoid oid ties to fami-
lies, to even avoid one’s spouse if
he or she was not a member of
the temple. Members were re-
quired to contribute 4 fourth of
their earnings — this was jintend-|
ed to cut off a member from ti
lures of outside life as much as
provide the temple with inconie.

i

-‘ Cpace Stoen szid it was her
Wb 10 drive 16°d string of a half-
doren banks each Monday morn-
tng 0 drop off the weekend
donations. “We weren’t suppos-
ed to put it alli in one place
where it might be noticed as a
hig sumn” she said.

Varving estimates by ex-
temple members placed the net
worih of the church at about $5
mibtion ar the time of its mass
exodus from California to Guy-
ana in the summer of 1977.

r Despite the image of the
tdmple as a refuge for the poor,

tlje money poured in in asionind-’

ing sums. It was not unusal 1o

take in $20.000 to $25000 on a

good weekend in Los Angeies or

San Francisco. several ex-follow-
coeal €'
ers said.

Jones had chosen the back-
ward socialist country for
number of reasons, it was sai,
He hac ¥isited it briefly in n%
missiomarv™~davs in Brazil an
lgcﬁ-rred its socialist political
rn

Wi il
timate, the fact its peeple spoke

iﬁ‘nglish_ had British customs and
[f-('ause Guyana is not far from
the United States, former follow-

¢ ers said.

/

Slowly, for three or four
vears. Jones huilt up the small
colony until there was an ad-
vance party by mid-1977 of about
130 voung followers clearing
away jungle foliage and putting

cup simple huts and a radio

shack.

As the reports began to
surface in the media — first in
‘ate July, 1977, in a New West
magazine story — Jones left San
Francisco for the [ast time.

1 Jones resigned as chairman
of lthe San Francisco Housing
AU&hority — a job given him by
Mal-or George Moscone to repay
election favors — by a letter
dictated over the short-wave

radio from Jones{pwn, the settie-
ment in mﬂﬁng’e.

fl‘e printing service until thejr

]
i
4

\



Jones naver-resurned to the
nited States to answer the
tharges made against him. His
aldes churned out a series of
press statements in bhis name
claiming the media accounts
were “outrageous lies” or part of -
a vague-sounding conspiracy “di-
rected by the government.”

The temple congregation,
once iouted 10 number 20,000,
dwindled to 1100 as it imigrated
with Jones. Members drove in
buses to New York or Miami
where they flew to Georgetown.
It was then necessary 1o take a
24-hour boat ride up the Guyaga
«onast and up the Kaituma river.
From there the new settlers took
& bumpy ride several hours on a
jeep t‘rail 1o the settlement.

.

The jungle encampment
may have provided Jones with
annther refuge, just as his move
from Indianapolis to California |
had at first.

But several members man- :
aged to leave, demanding to re-
Jjoin their families back home or
in the case of Debbie Layton,
obtaining help from U.S. Embas.
officials who provided am’
emergency passport and plane
fare.

5y

i
b

Worried parents, such as the'
several dozen who lived in Leo
Ryan’s suburban San Mateo dis-
taict. stepped up their protests to
at they considered evasive
d misleading reports on their
atives.

-

e y————

: Their anguiSIFwias: height-

‘ened by Layton's Jatest report in
‘June. She had witnessed a mocK

suicide drill in which membery;

~were given a bitter brown liguiq,

and told to drink it at the
comunand of “Father,” as Jones
was called.

After downing the drink,
Jones said. everyone wouid doze
off and be shot by temple
fhards.

1

Lavton exptained it was in-

. tyneeivable to refuse. “There

were people coming at any
moment to kit us and destroy
Jonestown. We weren't going to

let them get us,"” she said.

Yamoc anllad Aff tha rohearc.
JUNITO Lalitu Uil it Jviatas e

al. but there were other drills,
she recalled. “Some of the secur-
ity teams were assigned to trees
where they were supposed to
shoot from. There were also
ambush patrols. Jeeps with
armned people were hidden along
vkoads and told to shoot whoever
{tame by." Layton said.

{b  She estimated there were
500 to 300 rifles, 25 handgung. |
and a homemade bazooka.

1t was her report-that clea i
Iy stirred up worried parents
back in California the most and
set in action the glans forRyan's |

visit.
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New Wes: merazine was one of the
CAfiest Pt hiicztions to raise questions
_zbour the Rev. Jim Jenes znd his
’ Seoninr Temple. 1hen headguariered
.in San Frarcisco. The following are |
‘rem zn August 1977 New
writen by Phil Tracy, 2

aditor 10 the magazine,
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One quest:on in particular, trou-

[ k.
DIEG Us: vy did some of them re-

main members long after they be-
came disenchanted with Jones’
meihuds and even fearful of him and
nis bodyguards? Their answers were
the same — they feared reprisal, and
tha: their sipries would npt be be-
liaved.
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interviewed are

The people we
They all

real; their names are real.
a;reed to be

‘tape-recorded and_

GRACE STOEN
Practiced suicide with Jones

photographed while teliing their side

of the Jim Jones story,

Eimer and Deanna Merde

After Elmer and Deanna Mertle
joined the temple in Ukizh in Novem-
ber 1563, he quz his job 2s & chemical

technician for Standard Oil Co., sold
the famiiy's hcu<e in l-aywrd and
moved up lo Redwood Valiey, Even.
tually five of the Mertles' ¢k 1‘c"e'1 by
previcus marsiages joined ilem
| there.
| “When wo first went up (1o Re
wood Vallev), Jim Jones was 2 \er_v
compessionate pcrson Savs
' Degnnz. “Hetzughtus o he compas-
“signaie to o:d peop e, 10 be tender (o
the chiid "
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disgrace and humiiiate the person in
front of the whole congregatien . . .
Jim would then come over and put
his arms around the person and say,
‘I realize tht you went through a lot,
bu: it was for ihe czuse. Fzihes loves
you and you're 2 stronger rersen
now. ] can trust vou more now ihat

you've gone threugh this end ac-
cepted this discipline.” "V
The physical punishiment in-

crezsed, 100, Eoth the Meriles ¢igim

thev received public spani
eariy as I’." — but 1?‘:‘-;

with a beit only “ebout :‘“ree H
Eventually, t tev said, the beil
replaced by a padcle a*d then
large board dubbed 're bozrd
education,” and the number ¢f Um
acdults and finaily chi'cren wer
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“siruck increased .o, 25, 50 and

even 100 times in a row. Temple
rurses treated the injured,

AT FIRST, THE Mertles rational-
ized ihe beziings. “The (punished)
child or adul: wcuid always say,
‘Trhank vou. Father,' and then Jim
would point out the nexi week how
much belier they were, In our minds
we raticnalized tha: Jim mus: be
daing the right thing beczuse these
people were iestifying that the beat-
ings had czused their life to make 2
reversaiinthe right direction.”

Then one nizht the Mertles’ daugh-
ter Linda wzs calied up for discipline
because she hed hupeed and kissed a
woman ‘nenc the hadn't seen in a
lU--g ih.].. IHU WOman was I.EJl.LCL- LU
be a iesbizn. 'l're Mertles stood
among the congrezation of 800 or V0O
while their daughter, who was then
18, wes hit on her buitocks 75 times.
“She was beaien $o severely,” said
Elmer, “that the kids sazid ner bun
lopked like hamburger.”

Linda, who is now 1§, conflirms that
she was beaten. "I couldn't sit down
feratlesstz weexanda hall”

The Mertles stayed in the church
;'c.' more than a vear after that pubiic
‘e had npihing on the out-
-|c° ) get s.ar»ed in,”" said Elmer.

e had given (the cHurch) all our

monev. W e had given ali of our prep-

5—1-: Wehado! \m-\mn.lr lnhc
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Laura Comelious

Lzura Cornelicvs was one of the
orivates in the Peoples Temnpie's
army. She was in the tempie about
five vears beiore leaving in 1975 —
just ene of dozens of eiderly black
grandmothers who aitend each meet-
ing of the San Francisco Housing Au-
thority that Jim Jones chzired.

The firsy thing.thz! bothered her
wzs the constant requests for money.
“Afeer 1 was in scme time,” she
5avs, ‘it was made known to us that
we were i ppcced to pay 25 percent
of our earnings” — the usual sum,

A 1A nraﬂhranu 2l I'hn frn-A
::l-t-u& UJJJE e F ﬂ\-"‘\.«ﬂll

mer members that we interview ed. It
was called “'the commitment.” For
those who could nol meet the com-
mitment, she savs, there were alier-
natives like baking cakes to sell at
Sunday services or donating their
jewelry, "He szid that we didn’t need
ihe watches, my best watch) she re-
celic sadlv. “He sa:d we didn't need
hemes — g ive ihe kL mes, furs, 2il of
ihe aet' thirgs vou c\w

Som " iacks rave out of fear —
fear :ha: thev cou'd end up in concen-
tration czmps. The money was
reeded, she was toid, “'to build up

thic other place (Guy the
‘promised jand’), so we ..ou. have
semepiace to go whenever they (the
Facists in this couniry) were going to
destroy us like they did the Jews.
(Jones said) that they would put

(black people) in concentrztion

amAd tham tha .unn?.-’ A nr]rlo
Ceamps end Lnen 1Y WOUIG G0 U5 ilne

the Jews. . .inthe gasovens.”

Laura Cornelious was also both-
ered by the frisking of temple mem-
bers (but never dignitaries) before
each service. "You even were asked
1o raise up on your toes (to cnech)
your shoes.’

Grace Stoen

Grace Stoen was z leader among
tha tamamis b rrhr thaneh che u 25
LYYR ™ I.\-Allk)lb Allhl ﬂl hilJ‘ Lllvu&li J‘IL. T o=
never a true behe\er Her husaand

Tim was the temple’s 10p aticrnesy
and one of jts first prominent con-
verts. Later, while still a church
insider, he became &n assistant D.A.
of Mendocino Couniyv and than ar as-
sistant D.A. under San Francisco
D.A. Joe Freitas. Tim resigned to go
to Jones's Guyana reirezt in April of
this vear. Grace agreed to join the
temple when she married Tim in
1670, and pgraduzily she acquired
enormous authority. She was head
counselor, and at the Wednescday
night family ree.lrrs s“e would
pass to Jones the names ol the mem.-
bersto be disc:plmed.

She was also the record keeper for
sever iemple businesses. She paid
out from $£30,000 1o £530,060 per menth
for the auto nd bus gerage bills and
also doiec out the slim temple wages.

Aud oha was ana nf ths coveral
EEFFRT] Sasl "o ik i d i e W d kel

church noteries. She kest a notzry
book. a kind of log of documents that
she officially witnessed — pages of
entries including power-of-atlorney
statements, deeds of trost, geardizn-
ship papers, and %0 on, signeg¢ b¥
temple members and officials.

Ste recalled why Jones decided to
aim for Los Angeles and San Fran-
cisco. “'Jim weuld say, 'If we stay
here in the valley, we're wasted. We
could make it to the big time in San
Francisco." "

Anc expznding to Los Angeles,
Jones told his aices, twas worth §15,-
000to §25.000 a weekend,"”

Lo Al el I KV ol & B U S -
LUR L \U an. Ea\Pdllﬁ UI] Hl J.‘.H-.

members would pile into the buses at
5p.m. on a Fricay night in Redwood
Valiey, siop at the San Frzmcisco
terple for a meeling thet mighi lzst
until midnight and then drive
through the night to arrive in Los An-
geles Sa:urdzv it time for six-hour
services S‘..'ldc . church would
slari &t ll z.m. and end at 5 p.m.

1

R T



i

“

;
v ™ °
Y :

ERE]

1

-

!
F
[} P - A
(R S-S0 S UL, Ao
S e
e -

T ,r_....:_t'q.._....,.,._._. e

-

0

—Lnnes Fregs for

TELLL

fMaggi’e Henc}erson tries to enter the San Francisco Peoples Temple pzr.‘:inf:
;_:-tqga;e but is restrzined by a guard. Numerous relatives waited at the San
rancisco nezdguarters for news of loved ones who may have been in Jones-

town,

Then. the Redwood Valley members
would pile back on the buses for the
icng trip home; they would arrive by
cdaxbreak Mondzay,

Seme of the inner circle, like
Grace Stoen, rode on Jim's own bus,
rumber seven. "The last two seats
znd the whole back seat were taken
out and a deor put across it.” she
said. “'Inside there was 2 refrigera-
tor, a sink. 3 bed and a plate ¢f steel
in the back so nobody could ever
shoot Jira. The monev was kept back
there in a compariment.” According
to astendzrnce slips she collected, the
ather 43-sezt “uses someiimes held
TGroShriders.

Jenes's gezl in San Frencisee,
Grace g2:¢, was to become & poiitical

z. His first move was 10 ingrai-
" vith fellow likerzl and
refiet Figures. DAL Freitas, Sheril

gisto, Folice Chiel Charies Giin,
nnis Banks, Angels Davis.
Serangely, es Jones's success

mounted. so did the pressures insice
his termple. “We were going 1o mcne
and more meelings,'” said Sicen.
“(And) if anyone was getting InD
much slees — szy six hours 2 niZht,
they were in troubie.”” On one ooca-
sion, she said, a man was vomirscd
and urinated on.

In July 1976, after a three-week
temple bus trip, her morale was ebb-
ing lower, her friends were muiier-
ing about her, and there were rumotis
thzt Jones was unhappy with a num-
ber of members. ] packed my
things and left (without teiling oy
kustand). I couldn't trust him. Re'd
el Jim.

She drove to Lake Tahoe ang spent
the Ju'~ Fourih weckend Jving on 2
warm beach. She cug her ines in Uie
send. siretched her arms anc ried i
retzy, UBul every time [ urnel GveT,
I iocked around to cce if any of the
chorch members hod irackel me
down."
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O ‘We Had Nothing on Qe Outs:de

How Jones Manipulated His A

New West magazine was one of the
first publications to raise guestions
about the Rev. Jim Jones and his
Peoples Temple, then headquartered
in 5an Francisco. The following are
excerpts from an August 1977 New
West article written by Phil Tracy,.a
contributing editor to the magazine,
and Marshall Kilduf!f, a reporter for
the San Francisco Chronicle:

Life inside Peoples Temple was a
mixture of Spartan regimentation,
fear and self-imposed humiliation.
The Sunday services to which digni-
taries were invited wers orches-
trated events. Actually, members
were expected to attend services two,
three, even four nights a week with
some sessions lasting until daybreak.
Those members of the templie’'s gov-
erning council calied the Planning
Commission were often competled to
stay up all night and submit regu-
larly to ““catharsis’” — an encounter
process in which friends, even mates,
wmnld criticize the person who was

‘‘on the floor.™

We were told these often huniiliat-
ing sessions had begun to include
physical beatings with a large
wooden paddie, and boxing matches
in which the person on the floor was
occasionally knocked out by oppo-
nents selected by Jones himself.
Also, during the regularly scheduled
“family meetings’’ attended by up to
1,000 of the most deyvoted followers,
gs many as 100 people were lined up
to be paddled for seemingly minor in-
fractions such as not being attentive
enough during Jones’ sermons.

In all, we interviewed more than a
dozen former temple members. Obvi-
ouslty they all had biases. (Grace
Stoen, for example, has sued her hus-
band, a temple member, for custody
of their five-year-old son John. The
child is reportedly in Guyana.) So we
checked the verifiable facts of their
accounts — the property transfers,
the nursing and foster-home records,
political campaign contributions and
- other matters of public record. The
details of their stories checked out.

One gquestion, in particular, trou-
bled us: Why did some of them re-
main members long after they be-
came disenchanted with Jones’
methods and even fearful of him and
his bodyguards?® Their answers were

the same — -.he}' feared x'eﬁrisa} and

that their stories wouid not be be-
lieved.

The people we interviewed are
real; their names are real. They all
agreed to be tape-recorded and

GRACE STOEN
Practiced suicide with Jones

photographed while telling their side
of the Jim Jones stary.

Eimer and Deanna Mertle

After Elmer and Deanna Mertle
joined the temple in Ukiah in Novem-
ber 1969, he quit his job as a chemical
technician for Standard 0il Co., sold
the family's house in Hayward and
moved up to Redwood Valley. Even-
tually five of the Mertles’ children by

previous marriages joined them
there.
“When we first went un (to Red-

wood Valley), Jim Jones was a very
compassnor‘fate person,”” says
Deanna. **He taught us to be compas-
sionate to old people, to be tender to
the chiidren."’

But slowly the loving atmosphere
gave way to cruelty and physical
punishments, Elmer said. “The first
forms of punishment were mental,
where they would get up and totally
disgrace and humiliate the person in

_front of the whole r'nnnrppahnn ..

Jim would then come over and put
his arms around the person and say,
‘I realize tht you went through a lot,
but it was for the cause. Father loves
you and you're a stronger person
now. I can trust you more now that
you've gone through this and ac-
cepted this discipline.’ "

The physical punishment in-
creased, too. Both the Mertles claim
they received public spankings as
eariy as 1972 — but they were h:f
with a belt only '‘about three times.’
Eventually, they said, the belt was
replaced by a paddle and then by a
large board dubbed “‘the board of
education,”” and the number of times
aduits and finally children were

struck increased to 12, 25, 50 and
even 100 times in a row. Temple

nurses treated the injured.

AT FIRST, THE Mertles rational-
ized the beatings, “‘The (punished)
child or adult would always say,
‘Thank you, Father,” and then Jim
would point out the next week how
much better they were. In our minds
we rationalized that Jim must be
doing the right thing because these
people were testif ing that the beat-
ings had caused their life to make a
reversal in the nght dlrecuon

xnen one ﬂlgﬂl me merues uaugn-
ter Linda was called up for discipiine
because she had hugged and kissed a
woman [riend she hadn't seen in a
long time. The woman was reputed to
be a lesbian. The Mertles stood
among the congregation of 608 or 700
while their daughter, whe was then
16, was hit on her buttocks 75 times
““She was beaten so severely,” said
Eimer, "‘that the kids sald her bun
looked like hamburger.”

Linda, who is now 18, confirms that
she-was beaten. '] couldn’t sit down
for at least 2 week and a hall.”

The Mertles stayed in the church
for more than a year after that publir
beating. ‘“‘We had nothmg on the out-
side to get started in,” said Elmer.
“We had given (the church) ali our
money. We had given all of our prop-
erty. We had given up our jobs.”

laura Comebous

Laura Cornelious was one of the
privates in the Peoples Temple's
army. She was in the temple about
five years before leaving in 1875 —
just one_of dozens of eiderly black
grandmuthers who attend each meet-
ing of the San Francisco Housing Au-
thority that Jim Jones chaired.

The first thing that bothered her
was the constant requests for money.
“After I was in some time,” she
says, “'it was made known to us that
we were supposed to pay 25 percent
of our earnings'’ — the usual sum,
according to practically all the for-
mer members that we interviewed. It
was called “the commitment.” For
those who could not meet the com-
mitment, she says, there were alter-
natives like baking cakes to sell at
Sunday services or donating their
jewelry. **He said that we didn’t.need
the watches, my best watch,”” she re-
calls sadly. "He said we didn’t need
homes — give the homes furs, ail of
the best things you own.’

Some blacks gave out of fear —
fear that they could end up in concen-
tration camps. The money was
needed, she was told, “'to build up



&d;herents

this other place (Guyana — the
‘promised land’), so we -would have
someplace to go whenever they (the
Facists in this country) were going to
destroy us like they did the Jews.
(Jones said) that they would put
(black people) in concentration
camps and then they would do us like
the Jews . . . in the gas dvens.”

Laura Cornelious was also both-
ered b{ the frisking of temple mem-
bers (but never dignitaries) before
each service. “You even were asked
to raise up on your toes (to check)
your shoes.” ’

Grace Stoen

Grace Stoen was a leader among
the temple hierarchy, though she was
never a true believer. Her husbhand
Tim was the temple's top attorney,
and one of its first prominent con-
werts. Later, while still a church
insider, he became an assistant D.A.
of Mendocino County and than an as-
sistant D.A. under San Francisco
D.A. Joe Freitas. Tim resigned to go
to Jones's Guyana retreat in April of

' this year. Grace agreed to join the

temple when she married Tim in
1970, and gradually she acquired
enormous authority. She was head
counselor, and at the Wednesday
night family meetings, she would

ass to Jones the names of the mem- S

rs to be disciplined.

She was also the record keeper for
seven temple businesses. She paid
out from $30,000 to $50,000 per month
for the auto and bus garage bills and
also doled out the slim temple wages.
And she was one of the several
charch notaries. She kept a notary
book, a kind of log of documents that
she officially witnessed — pages of
entries including power-of-attorney
statements, deeds of trust, guardian-
ship papers, and so on, signed by
temple members and officials.

$he recalled why Jones decided to
aim for Los Angeies and San Fran-
cisco. “Jim would say, ‘If we stay
here in the valley, we're wasted. We
could make it to the big time in San
Francisco.” .

And expanding to Los Angeles,
Jones told his aides, “was worth $15,-
000 to $25,000 a weekend.”’

PURING THE expansion in 1572,
members would pile into the buses at
5 p.m. on a Friddy night in Redwood
Valley, stop at the San Francisco
temple for a meeting that might last
until midnight and then drive
through the night to arrive in Los An-
geles Saturday in time for six-hour
gervices. On Sunday, church weuld
start at 11 am. and end at 5 p.m.

~United Press International

Alr Force honor guardsmen remove the casket of NBC correspondent Don
Harris from an Air Force jet at Warner Robbins Air Force Base in Georgia
early today. Harris was killed in the Guyana ambush.

Then, the Redwood Valley members
would pile back on the buses for the
long trip home; they would arrive by
daybreak Monday. b

Some of the inner circle, like
Grace Stoen, rode on Jim’s own bus,
number seven. “‘The last two seats
and the whole back seat were taken
out and a door put across it,”” she
said. “Inside there was a refrigera-
tor, a sink. a bed and a plate of steel
in the back so nobody couid ever
shoot Jim. The money was kept back
there in a compartment.” According
to attendance slips she collected, the
other 43-seat buses sometimes held
0 to 80 riders.

Jones's goal in San Francisco,
Grace,.said, was to become a politica!
force. His first move was to ingrati-
ate himsell with feliow liberal and
leftist figures. D.A. Freitas, Sheriff
Hongisto, Police Chief Charles Gain,
Dennis Banks, Angela Davis.

Strangely, as Jones's success

mounted, so did the pressures inside
his temple. “We were going to mere
and more meetings,” said Stoen.
““(And) if anyone was getting too
much sleep — say six hours a night,
they were in trouble.”” On one occa-
sion, she said, a man was vomited
and urinated on.

In July 1976, after a three-week
temple bus trip, her morale was ebb-
ing lower, her friends were mutter-
ing about her, and there were rumors
that Jones was unhappy with a num-
ber of members. *I packed my
things and left (without telling her
husband). I couldn't trust him. He'd
tell Jim.

She drove to Lake Tahoe and spent
the July Fourth weekend lying on a
warm beach. She dug her toes in the
sand, stretched her arms and tried to
relax. “'But every time I turned over,
I looked around to see if any of the
church members had tracked me
down."”
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Disputed bey believed
ﬁgead alongside-Jones-| |

¢ John Viector Stoen, the 6
vear-old child the Rev. Jim Jones

n}n mad hao gie oy, | halingyad 4o
Craliliclu ne Dllt‘u, 13 gelevea 1w

have died on a crude platform
next to the Peoples Temple lead,
er in Jonestown.

Uneonfirmed reports indi
cated Stoen. who was at th
center of a heated custody battle,
was the child found with Jones
and his wife, Marceline. :

John was born in Santa Rosa
in 1972 to Grace znd Timothvy

H S g A i ALy iielruany |

Stoen. who were then active
Peoples Temple members.
i

Although the couple is now
es‘ranged. they hold joint cust(
ds, of their son. N

Grace had left the tempit
when her hushand went to Guy-
ana with the child. When Tim,
too. decided to quit the cult,
Jones refused 10 let him take the
child with him.

Jones, who was fanatically
possessive of the child, claimed to
be his father.

In fact. he once asked Stoen
to; acknowledge in writing that
Jepes had sired the boy. fA]-
thiugh both Stoens say that is fot
trie, Stoen admitted it in a 1572
written statement. i

Although a California Supe-
rior Court awarded custody of
John to his parents, Jones re
fused to comply with the order
and contested the proceedings in
Guyana.

He told Examiner repo

im Reiterman last week

:Emestown that the only reas
did not return to the U.S. vﬂm

because of the custody battle.

dones said thai-the oy had

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state,)

18 S,.F.Examiner

San Francisco,Ca.

Date: 11-21-78
Edition: Final

Character:

or SF 89-250
Classification:
Submitting OfMice: SF

FBI, DOJ
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JOHN VICTOR STOEN
Called key to leader’s exile

threatened to commit suicide i

3 th =
he were returned 10 his mother:

Then he called the hoy to his side,

handsome, olive-skinned, black- -

iEaired child who was fascinated
y the TV camera.

“My son John here,” Jones
said. pecking the boys cheek:
“We have the sgpqe - teetir &ndi
face”

Jones promptly removed his
t sunglasses ,aﬂﬂ %eid e
hoy's mouth to expose the tecth.
Then he bard bared his own teeth

for the sake of comparison.

intad cnna
Feih i

“He's a very bright chitd,”
Jones said, stroking his cheek.
“John, you want to go back and
live with Grace?”

’I “No.” the hoy said softly. ||
i “See? It's not right to pl &
.iwith childrens’ lives.”

+waw— By NarfeyPoofey
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Suicides Called ‘Pumshment’?ff":

By Karen DeYoung
and Paul Grabowicz
Bpecial to The Washington Post

Fear of widespread defections from
his Peoples Temple, and perticularly

thn thrantanad Ince af nna Byenr.ald
LT Ll Talviivu lvoa WioWUHe wyval Tuviua

child to two disillusioned former
members, was one of the catalysts
that drove the Rev. Jim Jones to or-
der the mass suicide of his congrega-
tion 10 days ago, according to a well-
infornted source elose to the temple.

The source, who has been in close
contact with Jones and the temple
over the 1ast several years, says Jones
was convinced the defections would
fuel growing public eriticism of his
cult and bring on the demise of his 20-
vear-old movement, He ordered the
destruction of his church, this source
believes, as a fina! collective
“punishment” for the “sins”. of defec-
tors who had “betrayed” him and
turned against the ¢hurch.

A central figure in this unfolding
drama, according to this source, was
John Victor Stoen, 6, whom Jones
claimed he had fathered.

Stoen’s parents, GQrace and Timathy
Stoen, bhad been highly respected

members of the Peoples 'I‘emple.
Jones considered Tim one of the most
knowledgeable people about the inner
workings of the church, After they
left the temple in 1976 and 1977, the
Stoens waged a bitter custody fight to
regain their son from Jones, and were
a major factor in prompting Rep. Leo
Ryvan’s ill-fated fact-finding mission to

, Guyana this month.

b

For Jones the battle with the Stoens
for custody of the child apparently
became the ultimate symbol of his
life-and-death struggle against defee-
tors, with the very existence of his
congregation hanging in the balance.

It was Jones' fear over a year ago

that he wae in dancar of laging John
that ng¢ was i ganger of 108i1g «6nn

—and the exposure that the Stoens’
efforts to win him back would bring
on the church—that prompted Jones'
first threat to order mass suicide in
his Guyana congregation, according to
a former temple memhber and to tem-

Qringenl weingie INeille’ a8 LASH 4

ple attorney Charles Garry,

And 10 days ago, according to the
source close to the temple, it was the
Stoens’ renewed attempts to win their
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child bhack that plaved a key vole im
triggering Jones' decision to seli-de-
struct his church,

According to this source, a chureh
doctrine required *group punishment”
for the “sins” of those who threatened
the cohesion of the group. (Errors de-
serving punishment committed by any
member were considered errors com-
mitied by, and against, the congrega-
tion as a whole. To symbolize punish-
ment of the group, Jones would some-
times be beaten before the individual
offender.)

During Ryan’s visit, it appeared
that a number of church members, in-
cluding young John Stoen, would com-
mit the ultimate sin of defection.

The ultimate punishment of the
group was therefore deemed neces-
sary by Jones who, according to this
source, proclaimed the mass suicide
the “will of the people” to self-de-
struct,

The Stoen family role in ihe evolu-
tion of the Peoples Temple dates to
1970 when Grace Siven joined her
husbhand as a member of Jones’ congre-
gation in Ukiah, Calif, Timothy Stoen,
then in his early 30s, rose quickly in
the rtanks, becoming the temple's
prime legal counsel and a trusted ad-
viser to Jones.

“T did nothing either with respect to
the church or with respect to my own
personal legal affairs without first
consulting” Tim Stoen, Jones stated
in a court affidavit unrelated to the
custody issue early this vear. I am
sure over the years he . gained
more confidential information about
Peoples Temple and its members than
any other living person.”

Grace Stoen. who was only 19 when
she joined the church, also rapidly as-
sumed a position ¢f importance. She
became a close confidante of Jones,
and as the temple's “bookkeeper”
gained an iniimate knowledge of the
complicated financial operations.

On Jan. 25, 1972, Grace Stoen gave
pirin to a son. John Victor Stoen was
brought up in the temple, and raised
by Grace, Jim Jones and other mem-
bers of the congregation. In 1974 and
early 1976, Grace Stoen signed docu-
ments, later ruled invalid, turning
custody of her son over to the temple.

Grace, however, bectame increas-
ingly disenchanted with Jones' opera-
tion of the church, In a court deciara-
tion in 1977 she charged that membhers
were subiected to “beatings” and
“public humiliation,” and that Jones
became consumed by a “paranoid
world vision” and “claimed at various
times to be the reincarnation of Bud-
dha. Jesus Christ and Lenin.”

“Thoroughly  disillusioned.” she
stated, she “secretly departed" from
the church in July 1976, leaving be-
hind her son and husband. Four
monihs laier, Jones sent ihe child 1o
Guyana.

After what she said were repeated
unsuccessful efforts to persuade her
hushand and Jones to give back her
son, Grace Stoen filed for diverce and
custody of the child in San Francisco
Superior Court in February 1977,

It was in the course of protracted
iegal wrangling over the case, accord-
ing to Grace’s attorney, Jeffrey Haas,
that Jones first made the allegation
that he was the actual father of John
Victor, The claim was heatedly denied
by the Stoens, however, and was
never made an issue in the custody
proceedings.

On Aug. 26, 1977, Grace Stoen gb- -~

tained a preliminary ruling from Su-
perior Court Judge Donald King in
San Francisco granting her custody of
the child and ordering Jones appear-
ance in the court. Armed with 3
judge's order, attorney Hams says, he
[lew to Guyana within davs to launch
court proceedings there and secure
John Victor's release from Jonestown.

It was Haas' appearance and initial
success in the Guyanese courts in Sep-

tember 1877 that reportedly led Jones
-to issue his first threat to self-destruct
'his church.

Temple attorney Garry said in a re-
cent interview that he was contacted
at the time by the San Franciseo tem--
ple office and was told that Jones had
threatened mass suicide if the Stoens
were not stopped. Garry said he
linked up with Jones’ wife, Mareie, in
Chicago and “made a telephone radio
patch to Jonestown.”

“T told Jones it was madness,”
Gerry recalled. “He said the people
had demanded [suieide] and that he, as
their leader, had to give in.”

Supporting Garry’s account is a
June 1978 sworn affidavit of Deborah

; / le's former
“finance secretary,” Blakey, who was
it e sSan rrancisco temple office
during the September “crisis,” said
Jones was bitter over Grace Sioen’s
defection and fearful of what Timo-
thy, who was then also defecting,
might say about the church. Jones
“believed that he would be able to
stop Timothy Stoen,” Blakey said,
“from speaking against the temple as
long as the child was being held in
Guyana.”

according to attorney Haas, “the court
process shut down” and the Stoensg’ le-
gal efforts to regain John Victor came
to a standstill.

The Stoens turned to the State De-
parimeut and members of Congress to
put pressure on the Guyanese govern-
ment and get the proceedings moving,
Their efforts bore no fruit until Au-
gust 1978 when Grace found a recep-
tive ear in Congressman Ryan.

,Haas says that Grace Stoen “met
with Leo Ryan two or three times” 10
blead her case and describe her expe-
riences inside Jones' church. She was
“une of the central figures” in the
California Democrat’s ultimate deci-
sion to léad his fateful fact-finding
migsion to Jonestown, according to
Haas, The Stoens also traveled sepa-

raiely to Guyana during Ryan’'s visit.

According to the source close to the
temple, the threat that Ryan's mission
would reopen the custody proceedings
and force the release of John, plus
Jones™ fear of other defections 1o
Ryan’s contingent, triggered the
“punishing mechanism” and the col-
lective suicide in Jonestown.

Six-year-old John Victor Stoen is be-
licved to have been among the victims
oI the mass poeisoning. Grace and Tim-
othy Stoen, according to Haas, are
now in the San Francisco Bay area,
They could not be reached for com-
ment,

With the arrival of attorney Haas at ~

Jonestown, Blakey recalled, “the radio
messages from Guyana were frenzied
and hysterical.” She and another tem-
ple member “were instructed to place
a telephone eall to a highranking Gu-
yanese official who was visiting the
U.5. and deliver the following threat:
Unless the government of Guyana
took immediate steps to stall the Gu-
yvanese court action regarding John
Stoen's custody, the entire population
of Jonestown would extinguish itself
in a mass suicide by 5:30 p.m. that
day.”

Both Garry and Blakey stated that
after the suicide threat they tried to
contact Guyanese cofficials to stop the
court action. “Basically at that peint,”

Threst 1o edinguish Jones town
if euStody case regarcling
Johe Stotn wes net «shpptd .
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Ex Associate Talls
IOf Jones’ Irqp Rule

The Rev. Ross Lase, an ordained
minister with the Disciples of Christ
Church, came to California in 1963
from Illinois Lo help Rev. Jim Jones
establish a People’s Temple in rural
Mendocino County, about 300 miles
north of San Francisco, The two men
parted ways, however, when Jones
began refering to himself as a savior
more powerful than Jesus Christ
and denounced the Bible. Case, 50,

On Peopie’s Temple Sect

Jim—found an article in, Esguire
magazine about the nine best places in
he world to hide. My reasoning was
hat the holocaust he had seen in the
Isiun was a nuclear weapon. If it was
rue, it would hit cities all across the
ation. Jim and a companion went off
o Belo Horizonte, Brazil. 1t didn't seem
Fight to me — all of use would be
Hependent sotely on the church in
fndianapolis.

retired recently from elementary

school teaching for health reasons

and now lives in Ukiah, with his l

wife, a registered nurse, keeping

active in voluntary church-related -
work. He was interviewed by
telephone by stalf writer Andrew

Jafle.

Question: How did you first meet hm
Jones? .

Case: It was in "59. T was minister of .
the First Christian Church in Mason
City, Illinois, but [ had taken sometime
off to attend a retreat near"
Indianapolis. A black lay preacher,
Beatrice Stafford, introduced us. The
People’'s Temple that Jim had
established there impressed me, first
because of its integrated fellowship and
second, because of what it did for the
poor, with ils free reslaurant, free
grocery center and free clothing center.

Q. Did you go with Jones right away”?

A. No We both agreed | would come
with him after I felt free of my pastoral
responsibilities. So two years later, I ¢
returned and began working with him »
in Indianapolis. %

Q. How would you describe Jones *
then?

A. He had a magnetic personality.
Charisma, yes, 1 would say he has
charisma. Jim has a way of seeming so
very concerned about you. He 1s also
VeTy persuasive.

€. What made him leave the
Midwest? i o

A. Jim received a vision in about!
Sept. 1961 that all Indianapolis was to!
be destroved by a great holocaust I
began pushing the idea of moving the
church to safety. After awhile Archie
Ijames, one of our colleagues, agreed.
Jirnwas cpol to the idea at first, later
acceptedit.

{Indicate page, name of ‘
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S0 Lstruck out for another place mentioned in the_anticle,
Eureka, California. I got a school teaching job in Ukiah.
Then Jim came back and looked me up, found out why I had
moved to Mendocino County and moved mlo Redwod
Valley, nearby. .

But afler Jim returned I found out that he had some pretty
grandiose ideas about himsell. ‘

Q. Whatkind? - o

A. That he was the reincarnation of Jesus -

@. That musl have been quite a shock?

A. It was. Other things developed. Jim in this period had
turned completely against the Bible. He was denouncing it,.
disproving it, calling it a paper idol.

Q. How did you first learn of his views?

A. Well one day, he came by the house. He sard “Rnss de
you think they have any Buddhist or Hindu teaching In
Ukiah?" [ told him I was sure they didn'L. He said, *‘Well,
thai's ali right. We'll have to have our own church, anyhow.”*

" A. Later an associate of his, who is still in the church, came
to me and suggested that Jlm had become a more elevated
person than Jesus.

Q. What was your reamon"

A. Tt bothered me terribly, Then I got a letter from another
member telling me that when Jim came back from Brazl, he
told him: “Go oul and preach me and I'll back it up with
miracles.”

1 required aboul this from James Archie said; “In the
past we had allowed wide latitude of beliels in our group. We
can't do that anymare. For my part, [ fee! | must submit my
mind completely to James Jones.''

I said, “Archie, are you still 3 Christian?” He said: “No.
1 ™ot T'm auniversalist.”

; 1pad become part, of the Peogle s Temple because I felt I
‘tould follew Jesus voore perfectly because of its integrated
Tellowship and" concern for -hurhan welfare. But then |
pealized I had te withdraw mysell from them.

Q. What did Jones do with his church?. :

“A. For a time they tried to buy the old Northside Baptist.
church in Ukiah, ‘Then they met at the fairgrounds. Finally|
Jim bought some Yand in Redwood Valley, and they met in a
garage. After a while, people started giving him property. |-
According to courthouse records he was 25 parcels up here.
Finally, in sbout 1969, they bult their own church in
Redwood Valley. ]

Q. What mady perpls follow Jones?

AL -¥Hnt opped {aiing tifmseN-the retncamation of Jes
and started calling himself God. He said he was the act

that because he claimed he had the mantle of Father Divine.
Divinre was a black man in the 30s who dairmed to be God.
Jim was trying to wm the allegiance of Father Dwme s
followers.

It worked in a way Blacks came here from all over. They
got om welfare. For awhile Jim had them turn over their
welfare. checks. Then he got caught doing that and had to
stop. Then after that he required people to sign a paper so
that other people would have permission Lo sign their checks.
He was moving people into communes, giving them $2 a
week to live on. You had to either work for the church or)
work outside and give it your money. No one slept much —/
only three to six hours a night.

Q. What about the reports of viotence?

A, About this time Jim began doing several bizarre thmgs
Beatings started. People were whipped for tzlking to
outsiders. Particlarly about the temple. Anyone who said
anything upfavorable about Jim Jones was mlipi_nn..l.hp
carpet for biasphemy.

In_church the people would drop dead and thep he would
raise them from the dead. This was to impress people that
was reaily God and the successor to Father Divine.

Of course, it was aill a play. He would get members of the
council — people who would obey him —1o deceive others.

. What about his healing powers?

- A. He faked miracles. At first he just would tse beefsteak
and call it a cancer. But then once Jim came into a council
meeting and said that the church had to come up with

' isomething that looked more 1ike a tumor. They used chicken

livers, brains and gizzards. They would mix these up. One
woman would wrap it in a napkin,

. Then ift church, he would call out for anyone wuh cancer te
‘come forward. That person would open up his mouth and
someone would pass the napkin close to his mouth and tell
the congregation this was the cancer he had just spitup., -

Q. When did Jones begin to attract prominent figures like
‘Lt. Gov. Mervyn Dymally and San Franmsco Mayor George
Moscone?

A. That happened Iater in the early 70s. Locally he began
handing out money. He gave 32,000 for uniforms for an
auxiliary unit in Ukiah and had a few schools painted. There
are other reports I can’t substantiate of him being pretty
generous, putting money around to unnamed politicians.

Q. What kept people in his church when he spoke owt

against things they believed in? :

A. Fear. Anyone trying te leave the church was threatened
with death. He never explained bow they were to die — just
that they would. Sometimes he would knock them out with a
piil and then pretend to have raised them rrom the dead and
saved thern when they wokeup. .

“There were.even instances of a numher 0! people who tried
to leave and were found dead.

Q. Canyouname one? : B

A. There was one woman I knew well. An old black woman,
Truth Hart, who was staymg at a home here. She couldn't
Island Jim's swearing in the pulpit. He would go into rages
against the Bible or God and speak in the foulest irnaginable
tlanguage. Four-letter words and so forth.

Then she ieft and a follower of Jim's tmk over. the home.’
One mght this was about July. 1973, this woman {(whoran the
nome; came in with a pl.ll anda gIHSSOI water to where Truth
Hart was taking a bath. Truth took it and dmpped dead. )

Q. Did the police investigate?

A. I don't know what happened. I have a copy of (Ms.
Hart's) death certificate. It said she died of congesuve heart

u:jrauure and respiratory heart disease.
God who made the heavens and earth and everything. He did

Q. Did you ever report Jones to authorities?

A. All the time. I myself have gone to the police, to the
county sheriff’s department, to the FBI. I contacted all these
people. They just told me they didn’t want to get invoived,
because it was church/state and the church was protected by
the First Amendment.

Q. Did Jones ever have problems with the law? )

A. Not that [ know of. He used to move people about to
services in his churches in San Francisco and Los Angeles.
He wouid have a service on Sunday in one city one week and
Rhe other cily the next. The Temple had 14 large Greyhound
buses. But people were not sitling as in 8 Greyhound. He
would have people in the aisles, on the luggage rack above,
leven int the baggage compartment wndemeath. | toid Lhe
Calilornia ng,hway Patrol — but they sald it was just like
Tiding on someone’s ap.

e,

Q. Why did Jones ieave the U.S. in 19777

——
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would be completely under his control. Called it the
Promised Land. He was rather power-mad, to lel) the truth,
and felt too restricted here. Down there everyone was
compeieily under his thumb.

Q. How many followers did he have? - :
A. I heard 1,200. .

Q. All black?

A. No about 80 percenl black ‘I‘hose sitting in the
congregation were mostly black. But those on the counal
were all white,

b
. Have youever heard what went wrong in Guyana?

A. Yes. One man, Leon Broussard, escaped. He told me of
things going on. People had 10 work long hours, 12 or 14 hours
a day. They had a deep pit, 9 by 9, where peopit who disobyed
Jim were put. One time Broussard asked for time off because
ke was sick. He was made to crawl an his hands and knees
about 50 feet up to Jim, while one woman screamed that they
should cut off his head, and another man punched mm in the
stomach.

Q. How did he getout?

A. Leon escaped. Went into the jungle and then to Port
Kaituma Someone pul him in louch with the prime minister.
Llu:' Pl llllc lll.lul&“:l IUI L‘:\.I tll!: ll‘lllpll: I»U Pd] II.I.D paaadge
back Lo Miarhi.

- Q. Then Prime Muuster Linden Bumham was critical of
the sect?

A. He and Jones generall y shared the same philosophy. It's
been hard Lo get much information on the Temple because
the government was so supportive of Jim.

Q. How couid the press have ignored such a mmster
person?

A. Oh, Jim is a very personable person. He is able to move
in the upper echelons. il he confronted you, he was very
comous‘\’ou almost migh! say he had an inner gower. Hg

nonn nhaskld ih
knew how to relale (o people, how to build up their egos.
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teverend Jones Likened to Hitler
Ex-Member of People’s Temple Describes Experiences

For at least 19 of Vicki Moore's 38 A5, Mooge left the church in_J965 for
years, she was loyal to two things —a three.year peried. But in 1968, when
Rev. Jim Jones, and the church Jones'her marriage was falling apart and she
and her father founded. needed support, she returned to the

But in 1975, when she saw herifoid.
youngest son taken from her, feit her| she and her two sons moved from
own sister whipping her on the back|0akiand to Redwood Valley, where the
with a rubber hose, and heard Joneslchurch is headquartered, to rejoin her
saying, “‘We must keep our peoplejmother, father, brother, and two
poor,”” she said goodbye to the People’s sisters, who are still church mmembers,
Temple. n older sister is not a member.,

A book titled “*Hitler and Nazism™| ‘At first everyone had their own
also helped Ms. Moore in her deasionfiome and there was an optional of-
to leave. *“Jones is a dup“ca[e of fering box at the door of the church.”
Hitler,” said Ms. Moore. '‘The raisedjsaid Ms. Moore. *'But by the end of my
salules, the pictures of himselfftime there, Jones told us we should be
everywhere — everything.” fike the Aposties and put aii our

Ms. Moore, who was a member of the|possessions together and become
governing body of the church for fourjwhole."
vears, was introduced to the People’s] Jones also changed his ‘‘advanced
Temple at the early age of 14, whenher{prophet’™ status to ‘*Christ-
father, Archie Ijames, founded thelreincarnated,”” which Ms. Moore
denomination with Jones in 1954. admits she had a hard time accepting.

ljames, the church representative]But in 1974, he decided that there was
who denied yesterday that the People'qno God.

Temple was responsible for the deathoff **You have to understand how much
five Americans in Guyana, is stiil veryfpower he had/ver everyone,” she said.
loyal to Jones and his cause, ‘I was brainwashed so badly, and

Ms. Moore, an articulate licensedwould feel so guilty. No one dared
practicai nurse, lives in the Losffuestionhim.”

Angeles area, but does not want herf The physical punishments doled out
sireet address or her town published. 1§y Jones for disloyalty were severe.

have no fear of dying. but I have a 12-.§ *‘l took some children to a bowling
year-old son to think of,” she said fplley once withoul permission,™ said
“They (People’s Temple members)@oore. **When [ got back, Jones put me
will stop at nothing.” nd another woman on stage in front of

**1 was surprised when [ heard about ghe church members and she boxed me
the shootings, but they will do anythingfuntil T was black and blue. And you
to protect the church.” she said. “iMidn't fight back, because they'd just

MEL Ry LR ST LT

believe they would go that far.” put somecne bigger in there."’

Ms. Moore said that members of the] Ms. Moore sajd children who broke
church’s governing planningthe rules were also boxed by other
comsmission were required to tell Jonesi chitdren.
how far they would go to protect thg There were also psychological
church, **The end justifies the means, | punishments, according to Ms. Moore.
she explained. “They had this thing called peer

Ms. Moore said the People’'s Temple|pressure. Your own [family would
operated a church in Los Angeles atjconfront you and scream and scream if
1366 S. Alvarado St. for a number of;you did something wrong. They had no
vears, but sold it to the Seventh Dayichoice if Jones ordered it."”
Adventist denomination about seven Qpe of the rules Jones instituted at
months ago. “Thers weren’'t enough one point demanded that any sexual
devoted followers,” explained MSs. contact between members had to be
Moore. ,either performed with him or cleared

“In the beginning the church was by him. When Ms. Moore and another
good. Jones represented himself as animate church member broke this rule,
advanced prophet who had a more| she felt soguilt-ridden. she confcssedt
evplued_cogsciousness than the.rest of Jones. R
us.” she said. “I believed him.'® '
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earted by announcin U
of 200 church members tha?%rg
had engaged inillicit sex,

Ms. Moore said that prior to the tw-
sex rule, Jones had frequently boasted
white preaching ‘‘that his sexual ap-
paratus and ability was better than
anyone else’s.”

“It was part of his whole superior
being,"” she said. "“He knew how to
psychologically tie everyonme into
knots."”

Jones also required female members
to write suicide notes saying they had
killed themselves because Jones
refused to have sex with them. He kept
them on file “‘just in case' said Ms.
Moore.

“Mass suicide was talked about,”
said Ms. Moore. ‘‘Members Ielt they

would-rather all go down togethsr.
rather than be divided and scattered.
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s YICKI MOORE e
Member of Temple for 19 years
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%-Member Expects Terror-Wave

Massive acts of terronst violence, ranging from
bombings to kidnappings of high government officials can
now be expected with the death of Jones, says Vicki Moore, a
member of the governing body of the People’s Temple for
four years. :

“We made pacts to make sure that if he died, it would not
be in vain,”” Ms. Moore, who descrted the church in 1975, said
yesterday. “There were definite plans for violence, so
everyone in the country would know of the church. Jones
even claimed that the church had the atom bomb and would
use it against cities in the event of his death.”

Bob Fuller, a spokesman for the FBI in San Francisco,
the headquarters of the church, said his office had heard
about a contingency plan for violence, but FBI agents were
unable to confirm the existence of such a plan.

Ms. Moore said the acts of violence may not occur
immediately. But in several weeks, she said, the followers of
Jones will make good on their vows. “Everyone had to
su'gézest acts of violence,” she said. She declined to feveal her
owhplans.
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D-A-—Probing Possible Extortion

A spokesman for the Los Angeles distrct attormey’s of-
fice said yesterday that Jones and two of his assistants had
been under investigation since May for possible extortion and
grand theft.

Wade Medlock, 71, and his wife Mabel, 67, had charged in
a Los Angeles Superior Court civil suit last June that Jones
and cult members Hugh Fortsyn and James McElvane had
threatened their lives to force them to sell two parcels of real
estate, give the proceeds Lo the Guyana settiement and then
to go to Guyana themselves,

According to the complaint, although the properties —
one of which was their home in Baldwin Hills — had a value
of $180,000 {minus $60,000 in liens)to the Medlocks, they were
sold through Enola M. Nelson Realty for only $48,510. Only
$7,000 was remitted to the Medlocks. The realtor's
commission was given to the Temple, the suit stated.

The complaint also maintained that the Medlocks were
reminded of what happened to former Jones bodyguard
Christopher Lewis and were told that Jones had killed
someone else who agreed to donate property to the church
but reneged on the promise. Lewis was slain in San
Francisco in December 1977 after returming from Guyana.

—The sypit asked over $2.5 million in cogipensstgry
damages and $16 million in punitive damages.
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Jeres Vowed To Enter Kospitai

The Rev. Jim Jones was seriously il! and had promised
to enter a hospital for tests after Rep. Leo Ryan’s visit to his
settlement in Guyana, Jones’ doctor said yesterday.

1 insisted that he go into the hospital,” said Dr. Carlton
Goodlet in San Francisco. **I gave him the ultimatum last
week that our friendship depended on his going into the
hospital.”

Goodiet, who also publishes a group of black newspapers
and said he saw Jones in August, would not discuss his
patient’s symptoms and satd he had not made a diagnosis.

But Donald Freed, a writer who visited the South African
jungie compound in August said Jones told him he was
terminaliy ill, possibly with cancer.

When Goodiet visited in August he suggested that Jones
enter the hospital in Guyana or travel to Cuba, Moscow or
New Yaork for the tests. Jones planned to go to a hospital in
Guyana, the doctor said. St
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Church in L.A. Once Bustiing

For six years, the PeoPIe 5 Temple at 1366 S. Alvarado
S{ l—ull a buau;us Llluth lll M}b Hllb’tibb dj}llu ugl]l u:f_‘u.[uy
But apparently financial difficulties forced it to close its
doors, residents of the area said yesterday.

*'They were a thriving church,” said Caroin McCulloch,
who has lived all her life in the neighborhood, a mix of
decaying apartment buildings and rambling Victorian
mansions, some of which have been turned into rooming
houses.

“Every weekend, several hundred persons came to the
church in buses. They had huge revivals and frequent
rummage sales,” she added. *But they generzlly were quiet
and kept to themselves.”

About a year ago, the Peopie’s Tempie ciosed its doors.
In June the building was sold to the Sevenlh-DayMnxgt
ChiroirIor 3 reported $375,000.
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Did-€ultists Fear Media Reporte
NBC soundman Steve Sung, who escaped from Guyana
with shoulder wounds, said in a press conference yesterday
that gunmen who opened fire on the fact -finding team tried to
kill people from the media because they were afraid that

media reports would destroy Jonestown,

Sung said he was "‘glad in a way™ that gunmen shot
point blank at the injured lying on the runway, including Rep.
Leo J. Ryan, because a slow death in the jungle would have
been much more painful. —



JomresEulogized Bridge Suisides
SAN FRANCISCO — The apparent mass suicide at

the People's Temple colony in Guyaha came a year and a
half after temple founder Jim Jones called for the erection
of a suicide barrier on the Golden Gate Bridge.

.On Memorial Day 1977, Jones stepped to a microphone
beside the bridge and eulogized the more than 600 persons
who had leaped to their death from the Golden Gate since
the famed bridge opened 40 years earlier.

id the suicide victims ‘‘were not casualties of war,
but casualiies of society ™ et
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**He has mass suicige drills, where he teils aTlT peaple.
undreds of people. to-drink a certain drink. and he says,
“That's fatal, vou're all going to die in 43 mines. 1 want to
see how you feel about dying for socialism.”’

And. said Timothy Stoen. a San Francisco lawver and
former aide to Jim Jones, the founder of the People's
Temple, when Jones ordered his followers in his Guyana
commune to drink the hiquid, ‘evervbodydrank.™

“1t was like he wanted to believe he was God. "' said Anna
Mobley, a member for four years. “'He would get vou so tired
it would make vou lose your mind ™

*‘He had something they called the ‘blue-eyed monster.’
a thing they did to children, ™ another former member sand.
“They tpok children into a dark room and attached

el des to thern and then snocked them and toid them
gr to smile at Jim Jones. "

““He sent spies to our home and saidif we didn't selt ali
our property. we would die.” said Wayne Medlock, the owner
of 3 Los Angeles maintenance company, who said he furned
over two of hus hornes to the cult under threats

The remarks were made at a meeting of a group called
the Human Freedom Foundation, which was set up here last
summer by twn psychics, Maria Papapetros and Jenit:
Cargile, after some members had sought them out fur
counseling to “‘deprogram’’ themselves. A recording of the
meeting was made available to The New York Times.

According to former members, the cult was run as a
police state by Jones, who was said to have enforced
discipline by beatings and death threats. pursued bizarre
sexual activities. and indoctrinated members in his personal
brand of agrarian socialism

According to Stoen, Jones first enticed members with a
doctrine of selflessness and a simple Christian faith of social
equality that found support among blacks and upper muddie
class whites who had become alienated in the 1960s.

Once he got “*control of their minds. he would accept no
dissent and 1old members that a defector had no right

tn
o Gmu a0 xup,au [SH

hive.”" Stoen said He ts a former deputy district attorney in
Mendocino County Attracted bv Jones' views in the late
19605, he became one of his lieutenants as the cult spread to
San Franasce and Los Anpeles and ulumately to the
Ls:ttlemem in Guyvana |

Stoer said that as a sect official he had transferred more
an $5 million to foreign bank accounts and said he belleved
the church’s assets probably totaled much more.

Stoen said *"people who disagreed wouid get phone calis
at 3 a.m. with heavy breathing’ er cult officials would find a
drunk and pay him to read a script containing threats over
the telephone. The children of parents who decided to leave
the sect were often seized and kept in Guyana under guard.
Jones, he continued. had a ‘‘relationships committee™
that had to approve all romantic entanplements among
members. Once, Stoen said, there was a young woman who
been seeing a male cult member, and Jones forced her to
age in sexual relationships with another man before all

100 members of the commune.
i was always talking about sex. Sloen said about the
leader.

ItWas Like He Wanted To
elieve He Was God’
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~Acrording to his account, Jones encouraged m
women to live in separate quarters. Married couples who
insisted on staying together were required to live in bunk
beds with a blanket providing their only privacy.

Stoen said Jones was “‘paranoid and always afraid,” and
turned away relatives of commune members. When
newcomers arrived, he seized passports and money, holding
them virtual prisoners, Stoen said.

Jones, he said, planned several escape routes Irom
Guyana because he believed that the authorities might some

day invade his commune and he “expected to go out with a
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by Norm Hannon i ' P——
Sinff Writer .
Berkeley— Berkeley police are giving special
protection to members of a Berkeley family who
quit the Rev. Jim Jones® People’s Temple in disillu-
sionment and set up a “deprogramming” center in
an old convalescent home here.
;' "Members of the family have been threatene
gnd fear for their lives, they said last night.

As they spoke, a sgecial detachment of Berke
ley officers was guarding the facility, called the
Human Freedom Center.

It was set up primarily to help people return-
ing from the People's Temple settlement in Guyana
maintain their break with the temple.

According to one family member, Diapa Mills,
the cult's “strongarm men” have been terrorizing
her father, brother and sister since they “finally
woke up” o Jones' “insanity” and quit the temple.

. "“We spent a long time after that trying to make
somebody believe us,” she said. “Now all those
p:ople are dead and they didn't have 10 die.” ‘

! After the killing of Rep. Leo Ryan of Sat
Mateo and four others in Guyana on Saturday, th
members of Mills’ family became even more fright-
ened and appealed 1o police for protection, said
Mills, who joined People’s Temple with her family
when she was 10 and stayed five years.

Mills said her family has been harrassed by
threatening letters and phone calls.

*“I think they want to kill us,” she said.

' One morning, Mills added, the family woke up
vb find a threatening letter on the dining room
t'fble'
“They had gotten in the house,” she said, “s
we had to throw out all our food because thq
might have poisoned it.” :

—————— kb
On another occasion, Mills said—shelooked out

—p——— g,
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" the windewsof the house and “eight o
" were standing in the yard with their hands on guns
in holsters...I was terrified.

“1 think he (Jones) was all right when he
tarted out. He was helping the poor and feeding
Fhe hungry.”
{ But Jones went
of “the power we gave him,

“insane’’ at some point because
" she said.

Like others, Mills said she was forced to sign

propexty pver to the cult, and said members of the

men

‘IJ behind was just hamburger.”

cult were beaten when they broke th;_nhumh'sp

rules.

“1 got to the point where I didn’t care lf I hvedl
or died,” said Mills.

: “My sister was beaten about 75 times, until het
ﬂ
The sister, Linda Mertle, broke wnh the cult 1{_-
{ear ago, about a wee re she was scheduled t()
cave for the People’s Temple settlement in Guyana,
Mills sai e
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Horror ,
prewd@m )

wambih

defector

[

by Gene Ayres )
and Lloyd Boles
Staff Writers
———— Berkeley—The mesmermizdd

procession to death of hundreds

of People's Temple disciples lnta

- remote Guyana camp was

. ceived by fallen-away, one-time
companions here with anguished
uncertainty and grief. But not

| surprise.

S % “That's the way the Heavenly
- ather had planned it since the !
: beginning,” said Jeresa Cobb, 26, '
ho with her brot ccte
rom the Temple movement 1n|
1973. ’
“Father told us over and over :
that if any disfavor or disreptjte
is brought upon the church, thiat .
they would murder the childrbn
first and then poison themselves} "

g The ‘Heavenly Father' Cobb
Eoke of was the Rev. Jim Jones,
el F arismatic leader of the temple
tl‘

ovement in San Francisco who
oined about 1,200 followers in

Guyana lasi year. ]
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—Cubty broke down yesterday
and sobbed her belief that her
three sisters, two brothers and
mother—al! of whom followed
the leader to the jungle encamp-
thent—"have been murdered at
Jonesville by those fanatics.”

Cobb and other former believ-
ers live at the Human Freedom
Center, a large stucco house at
3028 Regent St.. There, the Mills
family, once all members of the
Temple themselves, now counsel

eople who are withdrawing

rom the movements of Jones, of
Sunr Myung Moon, and of other
messianic figures.

Police carrying rifles cordoned
off the block at the center yester-
day and screened callers. The
Mills' say they have been ha-
rassed and their lives threatened
by Jones' followers. N

“Jim Jones always said,'if they
ever put me, Jim Jones, in jail or
if 1 am killed, we are all 1o com-
mit suicide, killing our children
first, making sure they are dead,

Mertle, onc of the Mills daugh-
térs.

She left the cult a year ago—
just a week before she was 10 g0
to the ourpost where the believers
were carving a settlerent out of
the wilderness.

Most of those who fled the set-
tlement after the mass suicides
there, declared Mertle,

t]len killing ourselves, "said Linda

we know it.”

Her sister, Diana Mills, w_ho‘
had been in the Temple for fn.'eé

years, agreed.

1 fear all of m fri_ends at
Jonesville are dead,” Mills said.
“A lot of beautiful people died be-
cause Jim Jones had pre-ordained
tllis many years ago, and we even
wknt so lar several times td prace
tice our own suicides. .

wanda Johnson, a Témple
member for four years, was shak:

en by the thought that her 12-
year-old son, Tom Kice 1I, was
taker: te—the-jungle colony——"

*would
rather die than face the world as

. I”fzkel-—th:gr have mutdered
iy, 31 Sdid. N

She said Jones “was always
testing us with practice suicides.
In 1973, when eight peopie de-
fected from the church in
Francisco, that was the first tim
he tested us.” - iy

A !

Johnson said Jones called fol

lowers to the San Francisco

church and, after (hey had given

him a clenched fist salute, he an-

nounced, “We're going to cele-
brate tonight.”

“He brought in paper cups and
i poured wine in then," she said.
i 'He ordered us all to drink it. We
Idid and then he said to us, smil-
"ing, “You have just drunk poison
and all of you will be dead in 30
minutes.™’

—-i

Johnson said a man jumped up
saying he didn’t want to die but
was heaten to the floor by two of
Jones' “angels—that was what we
called his hit men and women. ",

“I beat him too, because hi
doubted Jim Jones’ ymrd."_

Another woman who shouted
she didn't want to die was shot
pointblank with a pistol, Johnson
said. The woman, she said,

tn tha flanr hafnre realiz-
LR DU LT ¥a

ceacgood
e ie

DGEELY U LN

ing the shots were blanks.

“After he enjoyed the agony of
the people, he said that this wa
just a test of our loyalty.” -

Diana Mills said she and her
family joined the Jones movement

1 in 1969 because “the world was

in chaos, President Kennedy had

b
' been assassinated and later Mar

tin Luther King was assassinat-
ed—and Jim Jones espoused e~
erything that my family believe

in: integration, brotherly love ary
a harmonious relationship witi
one another.

., “Initially, he was a grand pu-

manitarian with genuine con-

cerns for humanity. My_family
alwWays was supportive of integra-
tion and human rights and brotl-
erhdod and these are all tHe
things we thought Jim Jongs
st for. , L

“Slowly he trapped us, brain-
washed us, to a point where we
couldn't leave the church.”

But Jones went “insape” at

some point because of *tepow,

el e power
we gave him.



The Mills fam

Al Mills and

Xy (frori left): Linda Mertle,

Diana Mills tell of terror

Jeannie Mills,
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'They re Going to Murder Me’

T et ’;‘43'-}‘

Fear

] By Jack Lynch

x A gathering of disillusioned
“fo-mer members of the People’s
‘Temple described yesterday how
-the2ir dreams turned to terror dur-
"ing their years under the sway of
 the Rev. Jim Jones.

Despite reports of the recover;[
of the body of Jones in Guyana,
‘they all declared their disbeliefs
“that Jones would take his own life.
And they all expressed great fears
for their own lives.

Wanda JohnmnE ﬂ' qgcided to
speak out because she believes her
12-year-old son, Tommy, must have
died in the mass suicide and killing

‘reported from the compound at
JQnestown !

“They now have no hold ovbr

Berkeley Human Freedom Center,
a house operated by a non-profit
organization that opened last sum-
mer to aid former members of the
People’s Temple and other cults.

her voung son's chances of survival

suicides began. “How could he have
escaped in the jungle?” she aske(.

- "We were told this would
happen if Jones was ever touched
by the government. We were told
to kill our children and to commit
suicide. And they were not kidding
whefi They 101d us this W

O™

mu,” she said, clasping a picture of |
her young son as she sat in the !

She was sadly fatalistic about .

when the weekend killings and -

Ex-Temple Members'’
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Johnson and her former hus-
band. Tom Kice, joined the People’s
Temple when its headquarters
were near Ukiah. She spent elght

Py R | z

\t‘d.r‘\ “ull e Ltl.ll.plt‘ dHU bdl
cus ody of voung Tommy had been

son shook her head emphatically. "~

“Jones’ never commit suj- !
ride,” she said. “He would never do
harm to himself,

*“1 halia
0044

i

angels,” sh

ove
ve e

saxd referrmg to a

. group she des(nbed as “hit men

turned over to Peopie's'Temple‘
through persuasion and threats
over a period of time.

She said that she and her
husband were coerced into signing

false confessions of child mo]esting( ’

and other abuses and other docu-
ments agreeing Tommy wouid be|
better off in the charge of People‘f[
Temple. '

She said they were threatened
with the murder of their child and
themselves.

“And Jones told us we could
rever Jeave the temple. Who would
twlieve us?”

| Johnson called Jones a

H LI b LAt JUNYS L e )

“Uharismatic” man with immense
ability to draw people to him. But
she said when another, older son
from a previous marriage, Wayne
Pietila, fled the temple and went -

vory

into hiding with several other
younger temple members, she was
appointed to the Temple Planning
Commission, an inner group of
aboul 150 church members. and
instructed to try to get Pietila to
return.

“When I was appointed to the
PC. 1 grew to hate him (Jones).” she
sa:d “I knew him to be a madman.™

+ Shesai several oreasions

he gpoke of killing 1hop Presi ent
N T o
apy public fisure j i
help bring about a soc ialistic form

of government 1o tes.

“He told us on many occasions
he was the reincarnation of L?x in.
He said this time he would e
successful in installing a socihlist
state in Amerijca.”

When told of reports that
Jones’ body had been founé‘m-v :

:

and women” who would kill for
Jones. -

And she is convinced she ulti-
mately will be killed herself by
Jones' followers,

e,” she said. “Not today or tomor-

raou mavhe Rot | bnaw it will ha in
TUOW, Hlayud. SUl 5 all0W 1L wia 0Tl

time. They'll do it by whatever
means Rev. Jones told them.

“But you can only destroy
people so much,” she continued.
“When thev killed my baby, they.
killed me.’

Jeannie Mills, 39, echoed much

of w " Mills and her
husband Al joined the temple in.
November 1964 and left it in the fall
of 1975.

This past August they opened |
ithe Human Freedom Center in a
two-story former rest home next to
Alta Bates Hospital.

Thev offer food, shelter and "a
non-judgmental” ear for people
often still in mental trauma who
are in the process of breaking away

friv Dannlo'c Tomnle ar anyv af tha ©

JIRAL) DUUIU 5 BREL

ocher cult organizations that have
glown in popularity
years.

1TCHIpE U aily Ui

“Jim Jones is insane,” Mills said

without hesitation. She apd her

husband first attended “People's
Temple meetings near Ukiah at the
urging of friends.

They were living in Haywird |
at tha tismn Al A e v relrnsd
4k LT e, Al IUIIID WUIATU *Q‘ dl)

e o B b

_ technician for $1andard Ol ¥hey
. were so impressed at “the sq'claiisu(
i utopia” that Jones scemed torepre

sent they began commutingsw
ends to Ukiah to join
meetings.

"' Within a few weeks Mills'
husbarid quit his job and they
moviE¥ To Ukiah. Pt

“Sure they're going to murder .

in recemt '

* Htopia.”

But in 1973 she began to have
her doubts, These stenumed—{Tom
what she described as mureast ly

) “sadistic beallngs administere{| at

e ——

Jones behest. . » ¢ u

At first, she sald beatmgs were
idministered for generally accepta-
ple reasons — drinking. smoking or
stealing.

“But Jones began to take de-
light in it,” said Mills, adding that
Jones ordered beatings for the most
“thinor of perceived infractions.

L She bpo}w of \wrmng down-

‘stairs in the temple huilding as the
gongregatjon would meet above
and hold “confrontation™ sessions n

which members would accuse ofh-
ers of unacceptable behavior.
One woman, she said, was

accused by her husband of leaving

_a gas flame burning on the kitchen

trange when it wasn't being used.
and of going for a few moments
} into 'the next room. Her husband

“vaccused her of wasting gas. and

Jones ordered a beatmg for her.

- “ went up and uapmﬂ’ i
administered” from an unohtp

vantage point where, in the course
of the beating. Mills said she heard

Jones “giggling.”

‘She said Jones spoke to thenf’of
having a special form of diab;:es

j that turned most men into “killdrs”

‘and led them ultimately to pri

: He said onlv a hasically good nature
! prevented the disease from affect-

ing him in that manner.

“l wanted a leader. a cause, a
Mills said, “but it got so I
would look in the mirror and ask
myself, ‘How much more of this can
1 takek M hen the (‘hurch mov ed
to San Francisco, they let



She and ker bushand are ghad

.10 have the temple experience
. behind them. but the fear for their
own lives is real
“When we broke we knew tinp

oy way to do it would be if wh

3 whkre willing to die” for their
freedom. she said. And she said
* o they have received numerous

threatening letters since.

~At one time myv hushand and
myself would have been willing to
kill for Jim_jones. We know gthers

are "WHNRE 10 do the samd=—""

delight in
beatings’

[N |

Jeannie Mills

: ‘
Her son may be dead

Photes By Susan Fhuner

s . .
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CULT REFUGEES FIND A SHELTER

BERKELEY—Wanda Johnsorn, a mother who'

shipped her 12-year-old son off to the Peoples
Temple settiement in Guyana, tried to talk coher-!
ently Monday about the horror that had come into
her life. :

She said she is certain that the boy, Timothy Rice
Jr., has been killed—possibly by his own father, her
ex-husband.

*Jones persuaded us 10 send the loved ones that
teant the most (o us,” said Mrs. Johnson, who quit
the cult two years ago.

“He told us that eventually there was going to be
a time when we were all going to have {o commit
suicide or be murdered, and that these loved ones
could survive there . . ."

Mrs. Johnson, 42, is one of the dozens of former
followers of the Rev. Jim Jones who sought refuge
here Saturday after word was received of the am-
bush-murder of U.S. Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif.)
and four others.

Berkeley police blocked traffic in front of the ho-
tel-sized yellow stucce home which former top
ajdes 10 Jones are running as a refuge for those
Lrying 1o escape the religious cult,

The Human Freedom Center here, and a second
such faeility in Encino, are drawing former Peoples
Temple members in the wake of the massacre and
the mass suicides and murders at the temple’s agri-
cultural mission in Guyana. K

“There’s féar here for a good reason,” said center
spokeswoman Holly Morton. “Jones has had a plan
for years in case he ever got exposed.

“Jones, even if he is dead and I don’t believe it,
has aspirations to get to people still in the temple
here in California to annihilate people who have left
the temple.”

Al Mills, for six years a trusted Jones aide befare
he split with the cult in 1975, said several weeks
ago a convicted felon whom Milis said Jones fre-
quently introduced as “my hit man” and an armed
worman staked out the Human Freedom Center, but
fled before police arrived.

Mills said he also believes Jones left plans i¢ have
Mills and others Jones regarded as “traitors” mur-
dered in the event Jones were ever arrested, killed
or commitled suicide. ..
Police in Guyana said Monday that Jones, his
wife, Marcie, and one of their children were dead,
apparent suicides after drinking some toxic brew.
Mills said the center was founded to “help people
regain their identities. Some of us who got up the
nerve to leave got together with others and talked
about why people let Jim Jones rape them of their

identity.”
place to get rid of fear,” Mills added. _
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~Mills.g=id about a half dozen former
Jones followers had come to the re-
fuge during the two months it was
open before the tragic events which
began to unfold in Guyana Saturday.
Security at the refuge was sp tight
that reporters and photographers
were restricted to a single room in the
almost block-long house. A police of -
ficer asked Mills whether to admit a
man with a German accent who said
he represented a major German mag-
azine, but had no press credentials.
“No! Don't let him in,” Mills said,
his eyes opening wide as he straight-
ened out from relaxing in an easy
=T
1 don't know who he is, He d
bé anybody. Don’t let him in,” he said.
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BY DAVID JOHNSTON

Times StaHf Writer

2ERKELEY—Vanda Johnson, a mether who
f-pped her 12-vear-ofd son off (o the Peoples

“'emple setlement in Guvana, tried to talk coher-

her life
( She said she ts certain that the boy, Timothy Rice
'r., has been killed—possibly by his own father, her

:s {0 send the Joved ones that
fmeant the mozt 1o us,” said Mrs. Johnson. who quit
ione Cuit lwp vears ago,

“Ee 1ol vz that eventually there was going o be
: tme when we were all going to have to commit
soicide or be murdered. and that these loved ones
could survive there. . .7
 Mre Johrson. 42 is one of the dozens of former
“ciowers of Lhe Rev. Jim Jones who sought refuge

-

™, Sere Saurday efier word was recejved of the am-
- ~uzp-murder of U8 Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif.)
“and four aihers.

Berkelev police blocked traffic in front of the ho-

tei-sized vellow stuceco home which former top

. ades 1o Jomes are running as a refuge for those
e UTVIRE 16 €327 Lhe Teligious cult. .

The Humear Frzeccm Cenier here, and a second

h facility in Lnoino. are drawing former Peoples

Tempie members i the wake of the massacre and

Assoc. Dir, __
Dep. AD Adm, ___
Dep. AD Inv.
Asst. Dir:
Adm. Servs,
Crim. lnv. _
RIRIDY A QIERT TEDR den
ki NLS A D el | B\ oy
Loborotery
. Legal Coun,
cultura! mission in Guyana. Plan. & Insp.
“There's fear here for a good reason,” said center Rec. Mgnt
spokeswoman Holly Morton. “Jones has had a plan ' T
for vears in case he ever got exposed. Tech. Servs.
“Jones, even if he is dead and I don't believe it, Troining
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has aspirations to get to people still in the tempie
here in California to annihilate people who have left
the temple.”

Al Mills, for six years a trusted Jones aide before
he split with the cult in 1975, said several weeks
ago & convicted felen whom Mills said Jones {re-
guently introduced as “my hit man” and an armed
woman staked out the Human Freedom Center, but
fled before police arrived

Mills said he also believes Jones left plans to have
Mills and others Jones regarded as “traitors” mur-
dered in the event Jones were ever arrested, killed
or committed suicide.

Police in Guyana said Monday that Jones, his
wife, Marcie, znd one of their children were dead,
apparent suicides after drinking some toxic brew.

Mills said the center was founded to “help pecple
regain their identities, Some of us who got up the
nerve 1o leave got together with others and tatked
about why pecple let Jim Jones rape them of their
identity.”

“This is a place to get rid of fear,” Mills added.

Milis caid about 2 half dozen former
Jones followers had came to the re-
fuge during the twe months it was
open before the tragic events which
began 1o unfold in Guyana Saturday.

Secyrity at the refuge was 5o tight
-that reporters and photographers
were restricted 10 a single room in the
almest block-long house. A police of -

ficer asked Mills whether to admit a
man with a German accent who said
he represented a major Germar. mag-
azine, but had no press credentials.
“No! Don't let hum in,” Mills said,
his eyes opening wide as he straight-
ened oput from relaxing in an easy

Director's Sec'y ___

The Washington Post
Washington Star-News
Daily Newe (New York!}
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The Atlanta Constitution

The Los Angeles Times 2%3 ;

chair. _
“1 don't know who he is. He could
be anybody. Don't let him 1n.” he said. s
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SAN FRANCISCO (UPI) — 'l‘he Peoples Temple, involved in
the fatal shootmg of @—mﬁErJt;ssman and members of his party

...... P e o oo i AL o oo oo

I-I.l uuy.um, ﬂﬁb m:\:n & Tener B'l I:Unll'UVEI'E}' SUICE 10e SECL B
bt birth in the 1950s. T

.- Reports of beatings, extortion and ferced imprisonment of
L terrified parishioners have circulated around the activities of
L the church since it moved from Indianapolis, because of the
C “racist” atmosphere, to Northern California’s Redwood Valley

w near Ukiah in the late '60s.

: Founded by the flamboyant Rev. Jim Jones, the Peoples
e Temple moved into its San Francisco headquarters in 1971.
With Jones, 46, leading the way, they set up the South Ameri-
can mission in June 1977.

Page 20

San Juan Star
San Juan,

Puerto Rico

o The {ather of seven children, Jones resigned his position as

chairman of the San Francisco Housing Authority — which he
received by special appointment from Mayor George Moscone
— and led nearly 1,000 members of his flock to the Guyana
experiment.

e Aside from accounts by disgruntled former members or

. Jones Joyalists, little was known about the settlement in
Guyana. Rep. Leo Ryan, D-Calif, the slain congressman, went
there to investigate complaints from relatives of members that _—

. ‘
_ the 1,200 ‘“‘Jonestown' settlers were being held .against their
will.
4 Rennris hove smanastad fram Covana avar tha manthe af
\-‘1- A-Irrvlbu' LR v \—:lluuul,‘.u EAvIL uu. Jalil vyull IS LAY lltllil W
et Jones using physical force t8 punish temple members and Date: 11/20/78

pressuring them into donating homes and property.

Typical of accounts from inside the 27,000-acre settlement
was that of former temple aide Deborah Layton, 25, last June.

Miss Layton told of puhlic beatings, armed guards and
threats of mass suicide at the jungle ouipost in Guyana. She
said the guards had an arsenal of 200 to 300 rifles, 25 pistols
. % and a homemade bazooka.

Edition: aM

Title: Cult Members Tel
of Beatings, Extor-

tion, Terror
As examples of discipline. she said an elderly woman was Character:
humiliated by being forced to strip, fists were ground into the )
R . Ctshtnem s mir s e AL o a B d b == or 8_9-_123
I cucdua Ul )’ULUIEI?I empenrs H—HU Ulllelb were 10rceqa 1o Bn
underground “hox” for a day at a time. Classification:

Steven Katsaris of Ukiah, Calif , said he was one of the few
to see a loved one, his 2-year-old daughter Maria, in Guyana
after she had entered the settlement. Maria was accompanied
by four of Jones' lieutenants, and Katsaris said her mind had
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been programmed and her attitude was one of “suspicion,
hostility and paranoia.”

At the peak of Peoples Temple activities in California before
the mission in South America was opened, Jones claimed a
following of 20,000. Other estimates ranged to as low as 4,000,
He had moved into his church leadership from a position of
influence within San Franecisco political circles with his ability

ond NBC photographer Bob Brown, right, were killed
Saturday os they accompanied Rep. Leo Ryon, D-Calif., in

Georgetown, Guyana, NBC sou;ldmun Steve Sung, Ieoing
against cgr, was wounded. (Son Francisco Chronicle photo)

San Francisco Emmin‘er photogropher Greg Robinson, left,

to produce hundreds of members at political rallies within a
few hours notice.

Among the many signs that all was not well within the
organization after the Guyana settlement opened was a suit
filed in August, 1977, zgainst Jonmes and the temple by two
former members who claimed they were forced to surren-
der their property to the church.
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. Shock, outrage

over shooting |
g
. ‘.:l
Diana Mills, a former member of the Pecples
Temptle. came, sobbing, into the room where her
hrother and father were. "Why didn't the goddamn
?gm-ornmem give them some protection? It’s not right.:
It's not fair.”

‘I
Diana, 18. was reacting to radio reports of the
tragedy in Guvana. Her brother Steve, 21, and her

father, Al Mills, tried to comfort her.
I
All had been members of Jim Jones' church, but,
had left over the past three years. Today they operate:
the Human Freedom Center in Berkeley, a non-profi |
organization they set up some two months ago to work:
with ex-members of Peoples Temple and what Mills.
called “other cult groups.™ 1

Thev said they were scared because of whz—ﬁf
happened on the airstrip in Guyana, and bhad callesi

Berkeley police and asked for protection.

Spokesmen for the Peoples Temple in San
2 Francisco, meanwhile, said they were equally shocked
“at the events in Guyana. "Evervbody here is very

concerned,” they said. “We've been unable to get -
,through to Jonestown by radio. And we have no °

information on what happened.”

Louise Garry, wife the of the temple’s famed
attorney Charles Garry, sat by the telephone last night
in her Dalv City home and found reports of the
shooting hard to believe. -

“1 can't figure out who might do this,” she saig
“It's insane, absolutely insane, ahsolutely crazy.™

She had no word about the safety of her husbandﬂ
either by telephone or by the short-wave radio

connection between the Peoples Temple headquarters
in Guyana and San Francisco.

San Mateo Mavor William Borba said last night
riends and constituents of Rep. Leo Ryan were
ihoning him steadily after news reports that he had
Fﬁeen shot and perhaps Killed.

“We were friends. I'm deeply shocked atn
news,” said Borba. who called the San Mateo Democrét

"an ortsianding representative. - e
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“He » goune some very fine things for the people. He
was very popular,y Borba said. ;

One thing Ryan was known for was helping
underprivileged, said Linda Pelaez, a hoard membe
‘P-.e Guadalupe Health Center in Daly City.

K

ithe

r of
“He helped us organize. He's done so much forx&s,

fir our health center. He’s a fantastic person. i\

“Freingds.mhe knew him are calling me and
crying,” she said. “He was a great, good perspi., o s
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v “Jim told us all along that if anything ever happened to him. if he
giwernment closed in on us, that we would have to kill each other. ‘Kill {he
children first,” he told us. We'd have to cut each others throats. And thise
who couldn’t cut throats would drink poison. We signed our names. We
said we'd do it.” s

=" — Birdie Marahle, former member of Peoplék-Teiple

He- taught‘them hB .t‘
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“Jim was always talking about laying vour life on the line for himp. Hed

say, itanysi@ here has got it in his Y0 commit suicide, get it out — jt's
a horrible death. What he was really saying was: Save your life for him,

save jt for him. Be alive for him — so youy.could give your life ;Q_Q#m_’_"
i — Lena McCown, former member of People

8y John Tedd and Paul Shinoff
+  Examiner Staff Writers

The followers of the Rev. Jim
Jones did not believe that death Fn
the remote Guyana jungle was an
end to life. For Jones taught them
that as long as they believed in him,

they could not cease to he.
“Jim would say there was noth-

ing to fear in death He said there

was nothing to it. He had people
believing that even if they died,
they would be reincarnated and
come back,” McCown said.

' She said that the belief ~in
ifeincarnation of the pure and the
.'evout applied not only to people,

but to hirds and animals.

And it also applied to Jones. At
first, McCown said. he wanted to be
known as Jim. “But then, he began
to say he was Jesus Christ incarnat-
ed. He always wanted to be calied
Father, never reverend, like other
ministers. He'd say we'd never had

nmy ndlam and M

any Ouner gon.

Birdie Marable, who once ran a
rest home for Peoples Temple, said
Jones told the older people they
would not die. "He made them cash

in thoir imcniranno
15 el sulianiy.

Lena McCown, 38, and her husT
band, George, joined the temple in
1970. She said she was at a churcﬂ

_mieeting in a San Francisco hig
‘sthool when a woman in -the

alidaence collapsed and was said to
- bé dead, Jopes, she said, jumped off

.

mple

the stige H®™ foid others to stay
away. He laid his hands on her And
she got up

“Now, 1 know it was an act.,”
McCown said. “But then, then I

g TF_ L T P Yy B

beiieved. He had l'dlbtfu the dead.

- The McCowns left the church

. in 1976, not because of religion, but

because of what she says was a

i‘shady financial transaction.

. “After you've been done dirty,
you finally wake up. You realize it's
time to get out.”

But for many in the Peoples
Temple, death was the only way
out. “Jim would get up on the altar
and call out: ‘How many in here will
lay down their lives for me? How
many in here will lay down the
lives of their children? How many
in here will lam down the lives of
their wives? And we would scream
and jump up and down and yell:
* 1 will father. Fwill"

|

There was no fear of death.l
Jones taught that it was just al;

passing on to another stage an-
etirer-fife. g

“I

NN
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Defectors mou irn
hornfymg fates‘
OI donea Idllln‘ﬂll

By John Todd
Examiner Staff Writer

(

fas

- UKIAH — “Oh. Jesus! Oh my,
Oh Lord! Oh Lord, that's him.
That's him.!”

The TV sereen didn't share the
spoken emotion. In dramatic si-
lence, the printouts listed the
names of those who had died at the
Peoples Temple encampment in
Guyana:

Revina Beam. Dorothy Buckly.'
Walter Cartell. Amanda Fair. Pau-
ifette Jackson. N

. “You know who that was?”
Birdie Marabhle said. “She worked at

T Damnas'e Yo ramoamhbar tha
JOUTEDITY 5. TUU ITLITHIUTT LY
black woman that worked at Ben-
ney's? She was an awful beautful -
girl.” \ ‘

Marable, Lena and George Me-
Cowan, Whitey and Opal Freestone,
all former members of the Rev. Jim
Jones' original Peoples Temple in
nearhy Redwood Valley, sat riveted
1o the TV last night for word on the
fate of their friends who had
remained in the church.

The list rolled on.

“T knowed most all these peo-
pie,” Marabie said. “Norwood there.
rarrey Norwood. she lived in San
francisco. Her brother Freddy
Juewis had seven children. Thay's
rver there. He's, over there. Gh,

ank vou. Jesus, I didn't go oupr
1here Thank you lord, thank you

Marabel lay down on the
couch. She watched the pames of
her one-time friends roll out on the
SC, sometimes Cryng—seme-
times calling out, sometimes just
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w_l:i_nﬁuj},hﬂ hands. .

“Look at that' That's illy
Jones. That was Jim's grandchild,”
she said. 0 J

L “There's Dorothy - Dordih

Buckly — she went to school here. |
knowed her. Her brother got killed
in San Francisco with some poison.
He didn’t want 1o go to church, so
. they poisoned him. Ain't that {érri-
s bie?”

Walter Cartnell's name came
S up.

“l knowed them. Walter and
Patty and Patricia. All of Ukiah: Oh,

: : God, she was a pretty girl. r"r )
“Danny Katulus — he v. ked
at Masonite. He was mcq..—r He
treated me nice. I got his plct.qqe
—T 7 “Karen Layton — she Ilv@ﬂ in

-3 Ulizh 100. She was the one that did
. all the advermemems for thellet-
tej-writers,” she said, referrm‘g to
the temple’s practice of organtdfng
massive letter-writing campaig

“Lois Pontes — she was a mifse
from here. 11y

“Look at that. Pop Jackso¥, He
was an old guy from L.A. He-was
the first one who went over there.
He would have died anywid¥ He
was 108. But he might have:! ed
longer.” =

The list rolled on. “Look at that
— that’s him. Jim is dead. Jim Jones
is dead. He knowed he'd get killed.

o
“Jim said we had lived through
“78. That's one thing he said that's
true. That was way back. It just
{'ame to me today. e

i “But those people in San Fran-
¢isco ain't going to let up, that's for
sure. They going to finish things 4p,
you know. You just wait and sde,
there’ll be some killing in/
Francisco.”

The list rolled on. 5

"L kngwed all of ‘em*MuTmble
said.

in
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A’hfe of fear

for Iugmves"
from temple

By Corrie M. Anders and Paul Shinoff

Teresa Cobb was 4 vears old when her mother joined the Peoples
Temple and began taking her along. 3

Then. when she began considering the dreaded 'Elecision to leave
the church after being a member from 1956 o 1972, she was warned
repeatedly that the price of defection was “death 10 'the trajtors.”

It was a warning that she, her brotherJamresrand six other mem
bers could not ignore. “We were
all toid that if we left, we u.ould
i killed,” she said.

* But they left, and for om
solid year, the eight people “hid
¢ut” in Canada and Montana,
moving from place to place, al-
ways fearful. .

When they returned o the
Bay Area, Cobb, 26, said “we
realized we had to do something.
It was just so much.”

Two vears ago, Jim Cobb and
four other temple members
founded the Human Freedom
Center designed to help cult

. defectors.

But now, members of the
center are considering havirng 10
go on the run again. The threat,
they say, comes from survivors of
ah elite guard that temple foun-
“dbr the Rev. Jim Jones vowed
would hunt down members who
left the church, even after Ljs
death. ;

3

Six former temple members
were living at the center when the
Guyana massacre occured. They

. have been joined by more than a

dozen others, several of them

" back {from the tragic “concerned

relarves*~rip to the_lemple's
mission in Jonestown.
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Oneet-trose who returned is
Jirm Cobb, who had been among
those attacked on the runwsz
near the jungle camp, and wh
led to safety into the heavly

rush. N

£ The center, at 3028 Regent St.,
erkeley, has been opened at
times to outsiders and the press.
The tight police guard that pre-
viously had ringed the yellow iwo-
story house has been withdrawn.

Yesterday, as the press —
local, national and international
— traipsed through the comforta-
bly furnished downstairs rooms,
former temple members told their
stories of faith lost and relatives
dead in the jungles of Guyana.

f On around dining room labb[

vere displayed the relies of Pe(f
pPes Temple, medalions, pens,
ptayer cloths, all hearing the
name or likeness of Jim Jones.

The most popular. they say,
were Jockets with the.pictures of
Jones facing one of his wife
Marcelline. Another showed Jones
flashing the V sign for peace.

The tokens used to be sold for
$5 apiece to the faithful.

Teresa Cobb said her mother
j(hned the Jones while they were
iry Indiapapolis and eventually
mpved to San Francisco. She said
thtee SIstersand two brothers —

ranging in age rom .27 to 11 years
old — and her mother were bheing
held “in captivity” at Jonestown.

Another founding member of
the Human Freedom Center. A}
Mills, was working for Standard
Qil as a chemical technician, when
he joined the church in 1969. He
remained for six vears.

Mills, who had marched with
the Rev. Martin Luther King, was
impregsed with Jones' pro-civil
rights and anti-Vietnam War,
stances. Mills, 50, said Jones was|
also a “healer and had a prophetic
gift and it all seemed so realy
Everything seemed 1o be beautj-*
ful. S0 we joined.”

Milis said he later had doubts
— ecpPecially over public degrada-
tion of members and beatings that
bhecame more severe, starting
with "mild rpankings with a belt”
for minor infractions such as
smoking and up to 150 powerful
whacks with the “board of educa-
tion,” a 2'z-inch by 4foot long
paddle.

Former temple-members and

persons once affiliated-avith-#ther
cults said the “death to traitogs”
concept emerged several yeirs
ago in an orpanization known)ks
Human Individual Metamorphgs.
That group was founded by a
Houston nurse and a college
music department head who met
in a psychiatric ward in Houston.

According to former temple
members, the “death to traitor”
concept came up among new
temple members about three
menths into their indoctrination.
The former temple members said
new devotees are warned first in a
joking fashion before the threais
become progressively more seri- .
ous. .

The center, which operates a
second site at Encing, is open fto
ex-members of any cult, accofid-
ing to Holly Morton, of the cent{|r.

Morton said the centers offer
temporary housing for “a person
when they first get out.” They also
olfer housing referrals, vocational
training, and counselinff. ~ .
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Deboroh loyton Blakey, 25, was & fop
cide of the Rev. Jim Jones until Moy, when

she csked Americon consul officiols to safe- -

guard her departure from the Peoples Tem-

ple jungle cutpost in Guyaena, In the follow-
tng. June 15, 1978, affidavit given to her

« $ewyer in San Francisco for potentia! action, -

t'." detailed conditions at the ogricultural
- erissior, soying Jones had become ¢ “pore-
%pid” obsessed with “traitors.” Spokesmen
“Yer the temple categorically denied her
. Charges at the time, -

\: The purpose of this affidavit 1s to call
, . %o the atisniion of the Unlted States govern-

threatens the lives of United States citizens
living {n Jonestown, ‘(juyam. _
~ From August 1871 ubtll May 18, 1978, I
was 1 member of the Peoples Temple. For
2 substantial period of time prior to my
departure for Guyanz in December 1977, I
‘held the position of financial secretary of
the Peoples Temple. :

1 was 1B years ol¢ when I joined the
Peoples Temple. I had grown up in afflyent
elrcumstances io the permisdve atmosphare
of Berkeley, Calif, By joining the Peoples
Temnple, I hoped to help others and ip the
process to bring structure and self-discipline
to my own life.

During the years T was a member of the
Pacples Temple, 1 watched the organira-
_tlon depart with increasing {requency from
) s professed dedication to social change and

-(/ _ participatory democracy. The Rev. Jim Jones

e ea Mo o zmirvmnmd o -
, ETRAUALY ASSUMEd & tyrannical bhold over

t the lives of lemple members,

 Apy disagreement with his dictates came
cizszi  "to beregarded as “treason” The Rev. Jones
. Iabeled any person who left the organiza-

i = = T = ale dasens ¥ -
. tlon & “traitsr” and "fair game.” He stesd-

fartly and convincingly maintalned that the
punishment for defection was death. The
fact tha! severe corporal punishment was
{requerily administered to temple members
gave the {hreats a frightening air of reality.

i

N
e et e e

ment the existence of & situstion which

-

[N v

Exhaustion and Fear’

" Thbe Rev. Jones saw himeelf as the cemter
of a conspiracy. The identity of the eon-
_spirators changed {rom day to day along

with his errstic world vidon. He induced
' the fear in others that, through their contact

. with him, they bad become targets of the
conspiracy. He convibced black temple metn-
bers that If they did not follow him to
Guyana they would be put into concentra-
‘Hon camps and killed. White members were
“{nstilled with the belief that their names ap-
peared on a secret list of enemies of the
gt2ie that was kept by the CIA and that they

would be tracked down, tortured, impris.

oned and subsequently killed if they did

oot flee to Guyana. . ;
... .Paranoid Vision of World

-Frequently, #t temple meetings, Rev,
Jones would talk nonstop for houts. At vari-
puz times he claimed that be wxs the rein-
carnation of either Lenin, Jesus Christ, or
one of a variety of other religious or politi-
<al figures He claimed that he had divine
powers and couid beal the sick. He stated
*  that he had extrasepsory perception and
- pould tall what evervone was thinking. He
¢ " gald that he bad powerful connections the

world over, Including the Mafia, 1di Amin,
and the Soviet government. .

Yhen I first joined .the temple, Rev.
Jones seemed 1o make clear distinctions De-
tween fantasy and reality. I believed that -
most of the time when be said irrational

things he was aware that they were irra-

tional, but that they served as a tool of his
leadership. His theory was that the
fustified the meanz At oiber times. be xp-

-the world. He would not sleep for days at
~ atime and talk compulsively about the con-
' agpirecies against him. However, as time went
: “pn, be appeared to become genuinely frre-
b
Homal. ) : Coe
f ” Rev. Jones Insted that temple members
¥ Mwork long hours and completely give up
£* all pemblance of a persopal Lfe. Proof of
; ‘loyalty to Jones was confirmed by actons

[ 4

Ve

Rec. mgnt,

Tech, Servs.

Training

Public Afls. DH, ___

Telephone Rm.

Director's Sec'y .

gton Star-News
dewe {(New York)
w York Times

11 Street Journal
lanta Conatitution

peared to be deluded by » paranoid vislon of  Angeies Times

«nhington Post fi / Z

T ——

L]

showing that » member had given up every- -

thing, even baxic pecessities The most loyal

were In the worst pbysieal condition. Dark

_ edrcles under one's eyes or extreme loss of
" weight were congidered signs of loyalty.

e

"z




" The primacy emotions ] camé ta  ert
" epce were exhaustion and fear. ] kn. hat
Re Jobas was in some sense “gek” bumt |
{ —ihe! did pot make me any lem atraid of him.
T.ev. Jores fled the United States ib June \
t 1477 amdist growing public eriticism of the
} precices of the temple. He {nformed mem-
“peiy of the temple that he would be fm-
. ‘prizooed for Life ¥ he €2 no*t Jeave i.m-
. .meo_'sl.e]y 7
v . Betwoen Juse 1977 uu[ December 19?7

\. .

A

B - deet

e whei | wis crdered o depart zor Guyana ?—
T 2ad secess to coded radio broadeasts from
Rev. Jones in Guyans to the Peoples Temple

hadquanersin San Franeisco. . . .
A Major Crisis

.

In September 1977, an event which Rev,
:Jones viewed as a major crisis occurred.
. Through Lstening to eoded radic brosd-
- casis and convermiions wiih of{ber mem-

bers of thp temple staff, I learned that an
stiorney for former temple member Grace
" Btoen kad artived in Guyana, seeking the
.. return of ber son, John Victor Stoen.
*' Rev. Jones has experienced particular
" bitterness toward Grace Stoen. She had been
£hief counselor, & position of grea! responsi- '
*bility within the temple. Her personal quali-

. Lieg of geperosity and compassion made her

very popular with the membership. Her
- departure posed » threal to Rev. Jones’
absolate control. Rev, Jomes delivered a
. number of public tirades against her. He
said that her kindness was faked and that
&me was & CIA sgent. He swore thst he
-wouid pever return her son io her.

1 am informed that Rev. Jones believed

‘rithgt W would be able to stop Timothy

» Bioey, bastiod of Grace Stoen and father
« of Johr Vicior Stoea, from spedu.ng agalnst
" the temple as jong o the child was being
held in Guyana. Timothy Stoen, s former
ascistant district attorney in Mendocino and
Ban Francisco counties, had been one of
Rev. Jones’ most trusted advisers. It was
_rumored that Stoen was critical of the use
of physical foree and other forms of inthni-
:dation against temple members, 1 am
“furtber informed that Rev. Jones belleved
.that a public statement by Timothy Btoen
‘would increase the tarnish on his public
image.
When the temple lost track of Timothy
1€toen.zmmignedwmckh1m down

er i [ large ~! money In re-

" Bt for bis silence. lnita  was to offer

~bim $5.000. [ was authorize. « pay him vp

. Jo $10,000, I was pot able to jocate him and

¢ #id not see him again until on or ebout Oct.

6. 1877. On that date, the temple received

Anformation that he would be joining Grace

tn s Sap Francisco Supenor Coun action

TD uelermmc me CLDLDQ\ DI JOBﬂ. l wis Oiie

" of & group of temple members assigned to

« meet him outside the court and attempt to

.iotimidate him to prevent him from going
i.n.side

el

[ -, R gy, an
l.ﬂe Mp&cu-n.h'.l ip (=] \..cu.u.u‘

i 1-1
, John Stoen reached major propomons The
tadio messages from Guyanz were frenzied
and hysterical. One morning, Terry J. Bu-

_ford, public relstions sdviser to Rev. Jones, -

and myself were instructed to place a tele
- pbone call .to a highranking Guyanese
official who was visiting the United States
snd déliver the following threa!: uniess the
- government of Guyana fook {immediate
steps to mu tbe Guyanese court action re-

______ - wa o e s amdiea

garding John Stoen’s custedy, the enlire

. populatior of Jopestown would extinguish
, itsel! ib a mass suicide by 5:30 p.m.-that
" day. I was later informed thst temple mem-
. bers in Guyana placed similar calls to
otber Guyanese officials.

We later received radio communication
" to the eflect that the court case had been
stalled and that the suicide threat was
called off.

'

o TRl _ 4
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1 wrrived in Guyana In December 1877.1
spent & week In Georgetown and then, pur-
suan! to orders, traveled to Jonestown.

- Conditjons at Joneriown were evén woise
than I bad feared they would be. The settle-

* ment was swarming with armed guards. No
one w7rs parmiitad to Jezve uwalers ob 2

.apecial essignment and these assignments
were given only to the most tmmd. We

were allowsd to associate with Guyanese
people only while oo & “minsion.”
The vast majority of the temple members

....... irad tn wark in the fislds from
‘Wele ITQUORU w wevem

Y a.m. to § p.m. six days per week snd on
Sunday from 7 am. to 2 pm. We were al-
lowed one hour for lunch. Most of this hour
was spent walking back to Junch and stand-
ing in line for our food. Taking any other
breaks during the workday was mereb'
frowned upon n

The food was woefully madequate There

Lvsalefnet winn wmisr sraam N
WwaS Tice for breakiasl, Fife walll SoUp IO0

lunch, and rice and beans for dinner. On
Sunday, we each received an egg and 2
cookie.-Twop or three times s week we had
vegetables. Some very weak and elderly
members received one egg per day. How-
ever, the food did improve markedly on the
few occumns wheo there were un.ﬁde

i1 "'l_""'"" YRR
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» "is wontras;, Bev. Jopes, claiming p.
lems with his blood mugsr, dined separal
znd ate mest regularly. He had his owa
vefrigerator whick was stocked with food.
The two women with whom be resided oK
‘and the two sxall boys who lived with him
. diped with the memberghip. However,

- they wire in much beﬂer physical shape

than everycpe -eise since they were also
sliowed to sat the food fn Rev, Jones re-

frigerator.

T Bolctiwer 4072 anmditinme had hasama
Al TEJiua.y APia, Uutu.u L3 u-u S s ks W

s0 bad tkat hal! of Jonestown was {1l with

+ pavers @iarrhes and high fevers. 1 was se-

riously fll for two weeks, Like most of the

other sick people, ! was not given any nour-
. Ishing foods to help recover. I was given
 water and & tea drink mntll J was well
enough to return to the basic rice and beans
-diet, - -

As the former fmancul secretary, 1 Y‘f
aware that the temple received over §65,000
tn Social Security checks per month. It
mads e angTy to see that only a fraction

. of the income of the senior citizens {n the

-care of the temple was being used for thelr

banefit Same of the money was being need

S liTiik, DPILHT V1 it ==

to build a :et‘.lement that would earn Rev.
Jones the place in history with which he
was so obsessed. The balance was being
beld in ‘reserve” Although I felt terrible

- sbout what was happening, I was afraid to
say anyihing because I knew that aoyone
_with a differing opinion gaiped the wrath
of Jones and other members.

Rev, Jones' thoughts were made known

~ to the population of Jonestown by means
of broadcasts over the loudspeaker system,
He broadcast an average of Hx hours per
day. When the Teverend was particularly
sgitated he would broadceast for bours on
e He weald LQ on and on while we

fom e Halde we beiad s -‘Mh T!\
NUI-I-CU L WL l..l‘: WE Wi EJTW W e

addition 1o the dally broadcasts, there were
marathon meetings tix nights per week

Tha tenor of the broadcasts revesled that
‘Rav, -Jones' parancin had reached an all-

time high. He was Irate at the light in which
"he had been portrayed by the media. He
felt that as a conseguence pf having been
tidiculed and maligned, he would be denied

YL W

!

f

. .ie by our own hands

a place in hirlory, His obsession wilh kis .

place in history was maniacal. When ponder-

ing the loss of what he consider&] ‘his right-

tul place in history, be would grow despon-
dert and say that all was logt. -

Performances for Visltors

4

Visitors were infrequantly pe—mimd"ncf

pesr to Jonesiown, The entire community

- was required {0 put on a performance when
a visitor arrived. Before the vislior arrived,
Bev, Jones would Instruct us on the imsge

rers WETe to project. The werkixy weth
“ghoriened The food would de better. Some-
Jimes there would be munsic and dmdng.
-Asxide from these performances, there -was
little joy or hope In any of our lives. An
air of despondency prevalled.

There was constant talk of desth. In-the
“gariy days of the Peoples Temple, general
rhetoric about dying for principles was
sometimes heard In Jonestown, the concept
of mass sulcide for socirlism prose, Because
our livea were so wreiched anyway and be-
cause we were 0 afraid to contradict Rev.
Jopes, the concept was not challenged.

An event which transpired shortly after
'f reached Jonestown convinced me that Rev.
0085 pad sufficient CDHU'OI over ihe mmuj
of the residents that it would be possible
for him to effect a mass suicide.

At least once a week, Rev. Jones would
daclare K3 “white night,” or stazte of emer-
gency. Tae entire population of Jonestown
would be awakened by blaring sirens, Des-
ignated persons, approximately 30 in pum-
ber, would arm themselves with rifles, move
from cabin to cabin, and make certain that
all members were responding. A mass meet.
ing would ensue. Frequently during these
erise; we would be told that the jungle was
swarming with mercenaries and that death
tould be expeciad at any minute.

During one *white night” we were in-
formed that our gituation had become hope-
less and that the pnly course of action open

a wnman atda faw bha micen al
W US Waf & MaAs: IUJL.IUC AUl Wre EIULyY Ul

sorialism., We were told that we would be
tortured by mercenaries if we were taken
alive. Everyone, ipcluding the children, was
told to Une up. As we passed through the
line. we were given & stmall glass of red
liquid to drink. We were tc}d that the liquid
contained poison and that we would die
within 45 minutes. We all did. as we were
told. Whep the time came wheo we .shotild
have dropped dead,-ﬁev.~ Jopes txp]ained
ihai{ ihe poisom was noi real and that we
had just been throuitml loyalty test. He
warmned us that the e was not far off
when |t would berome Decessary for us to

o

Life a! Jonestown was so miserabie and
the physical pain of exhaustion was so great
that this even{ was ool tratmafic for me.
I bad become indifferent as to whether 1
lived or died.

During apotber “wiiie night.” 1 watched
[name deleted] give sleeping plils to two
young chlidren ip her case .. . . (she] said
to me that Rev. Jones had told ber that
everyone was going ip have to die that

mlmbs OChn sold thnl aha o]l aeabhaimle hea
Dig . DI BAIU Uidl BT wWOLLG Provemuy nave

to shoot [the children] and that it would be -
easgier for them if ghe did it whHe they were |
aglsep,

e e a— . i

-
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1o April 1978 | was reassigned to George-
town. I became defermined to escape or die
trying. 1 surreptitiously contscted my sis-

“ter, who wired me a plane ticket, After I
- received the ticket, I sought the assistanee

of the United States embassy in arranging
to leave Guvana Rev, Jomes had Instructed
us that he had a spy working in the United
Stztes embassy and that he would kmow if
anyone wepnt to the embassy for belp, For
this reason, I was very fearful,

1 am most gratefu] to the United States
government and Richard McCoy and Dantel
Weber, in particular, for the 2ssistance they
gave me, However, the efforts made to In-
vestigate eonditions in Jonestown are In-
sdequate for the following reasons. The

"infrequent visits are always announced and

arranged. Acting in fear for thelr lives, tem-
ple members respond as they are told. The

' members appear 4o speak freely to Amer-

fcan represepntatives, but in fact they are
drilled thoroughly prior to each ¥isit on
what questions to expect and how to re-
spond. Members are gfraid of retaliation if
they speak their true feelings in publie.

On bekrlf of the population of Jonestown,
I urge that the Unlted Siates government
take adeguate steps to safeguard their
rights. I believe that their lives are in
danger. , .. % -
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| Family Saw Calt as ‘Beauhful, Cohcsxve ldent.
' " By Joe! Eotkin and BIll Wallace intell.
Tincitl to The ‘Washingies Port Leborotery

BERKELE'Y Culif -t started out “as ¢ fon kind of
ahmc " Diana Mills, a onetime member of Peoples
T emp!e recalted here yesterday. The attractive 18-year-

Legol Coun. .
Plon. & lnsp. ——

old sat expressionlessly as she tried {0 explain what led - Rec. Mont.
ber and her entire family to spend six years under the Tech. Servs,
tontrol of the Rev. Jim Jones, the temple's charismatic Troining

Founder.

‘Mills, her parents, two brothers nd two sisters jomed
the church in 1969, They embraced its communal life-
rtyle snd radical poht:cs enjoving to the fullest is
peculinrly intense feeling of love and brotherhood. She
tlso remzmbered all those wonderful “recreational ac-
tivities” that included horseback riding and swimming.

The family left & comfortable suburban home in
Contrs Costa County, just north of Oakiand, and moved
to Ukiah, Calif., where Jones originslly started bis

- temple after moving from Indianapolis. Later on, the
Millses sccompanied Jones as be established his head-
qumer: m San Francisco.

Public Alfs. Of.
Telephone Rm.
Director’s Sec’y

SDATTT si tal § T In fact, when Al and Jeannie

Bee FROFILE : fact,
i PROFHE::ES . m ;1 e \nnted to leave, their children st first
. Tm ! refused to g6 with them. “When we

first went out of the group, we were
the only ones”Jeapnie Mills recalled.
~Sapdy and Diana [two of their chil-

dren) told e, ‘Please move far away

30 we den't hn'e to be the ones assign-

- For bher mother, Jeannie, 38, a
former Seventh-Day Adventist, the
ple seemed like » special “utopls,”

- Al aa? — - - - _— e
x: Miedal rtxugc {rom the ﬂuil‘:“.su ‘l-l;ld

cey of modern America.’

“%hen we first joined i, 1t 'I"ll
ﬁpnut'iful interracial  bEmanitarian-
fam,” Jewnnie Mills gaid “When you
wiliked into the church, wﬂbody

ated you with Buge. I had never ex-
“* peXenced this kind of lovs before”

» r fthe father @ the familly, Al
‘Mill 30, it was politici that drove
bim\to the temple. A veteran of the
: !PGG eivil rights movement who once

ed with Martin Luther King Jr,
in Selma, Ala, Mills was the head of
the shoia] action commitiee of the
local Council of Churches, a man who
fully agreed with Jones' brand of lc-
Hvist Christianity, .

“We went into the [rotlp thlnk{hg
B was 2 very warm, Joving family.
They stood for the cause of black
people aﬁ » more equitabie society,”

TR ey

Mills safd. ~It was warm and loving
—& beautifu! and echesive group.”
Yel while the Milises, like other
|- former tempple members, had differ-
ent motivey for Joining the group, to-
dzy they 1 al what has bappened
with upanij ous Jorror, They &re a
family that bas been through hell and
* Bopet thet today, 8t last, the nightmare
] may be coming to an end, -

s g prm e

a
e

- It seems unljxely that anyone in the

Mills family wll ever forget what the

/ temple sand the Rer. Jim Jones &id w

their lives, The beatings, the mental’

. = anguish, the gverincreasing moves by

» Jones to take control of thelr lives—

oven to the point of turning father

r apainst child, child aguinst father—be-
gan (n 1972 they revort.

ed to K you'”

*. But scon the children, too, were

nausezied by the beatings, which as

the years went on became A central

part of the temple g;_—mn_ggce Ry

978, Jemn_ie wm recalled, » deep
vein of zadism bagan to emerge.
“There wers INCOTE n¢ more beat
ings” whe said “They'd pul & miere-
phone o a child's face during a beat:

ing. You'2 boar the shild saream in

pain and Joses glggling.” .

Diana recalled that ber sistar Sendy
waz beaten 75 times before Aer par
ents finally got them all out of the

A
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temple, Ehe rycalled numerous in-
gtances of public beatings and bumili-
ations somstimes including such sex-

wzalle mmavasshios ﬂnnnt ar farcing o

i PiUTULaRYE
: young women to Walk i tront of the
antire mgm.wov‘ in' their goder-

cFEAT. . .
.@or Dismt t.nd othe? lumben of
----- 18 awln mow FUIT SN

%4> Milia housthold, who Row rup an

‘urganjzation called the Human Free-

e .8om Center, » Barkeley-based counsel-
" 4 . ing organization for former cult memr
~bers, there will be po more beatings,

and thev hone no more threats. But

AR W T R
'there are many others, estimated by
FBI special agent Bob Fulier at up o
B0 wcross the eountry, who remain
bidden. still frozen in fear by Jobes.
seven in death.

For them. the terror ham't ended.

Savers] members have dropped out of

smaght during tbe last 1B months {ol-
lowing disciorurs of the violence and
brutality the formerly ddylic cult has
engazed in

One man who formerly belonged to
the cult hse, in effect, gone under-

ground, ueiag his family's address as &
“istter drop” A black woman with
family members in the church who infti-
ally ag'et-d 1o be imeﬂ’iewed about the
strange happenings inside Peopies
“remple later phoned back to clncel
the appointment.

*They have & hit list,” ‘#he ex-
T pleined. “T'm told tbat it's possible
o : that I may be on it becnuse of the

i statements 1 kave made and by legsl
e g action egainst the temple. I'm adrald
i . I've decided that I'd better hold off
taking to anybody about this, at Teast
until ] bear from the State Depert-
oy men: what bas happened to my family
¥ 1members tn Guyana.”
g* oy Other former temple members and
’ 4heir relatives would talk to reporters
only through their sttorneys, calling
In through “safe” pay telephones from
undisclosed locations. Even some lrw.
yers who had worked for former eult
members and their funiliu feared
publicity.
*How did you find out ‘about me?™
one lawyer asked wben cdied regard-
Ing » former client who had tangled
with the tempie. *1 war just thinking .
to myself how lucky I was not to have N
.been pamed in the papers today when NOV 2 11878
,you calied.”
Another attorney wbo had repre-
rpented a former temple family in &
lawsult againgt the church pleaded,
“please doo't print my pame ip your
-gtory. Who knows .what might
+ happen?”

4
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famlly 's 20-year. aI!egaanQe
ﬁo Rev. Jones, |

By Jeff Janis

: Patnma Parks — one of the five wh@

~died in the Peoples Temple airstrip ambush
in Guyana — had been a follower of the Rev.
Jim Jones for 20 vears. In 1967, she and much
of her family followed Jones {rom their
homes in Ohio to Ukiah.

Then, six months ago, Patricia Parks
followed Jones to his settlement in Guyana,
uhere she died Sarurdav Her brother-in-law

“savs of that II‘JG'H: “She was just suckered in
to going over.'

Dinnes Parks talked to The Examiner
from his home in Ukiah. hours after the State
Department called him 1o say that his sister-
indaw, Patricia, had dled Parks did not knov»

. how she died.
He also did not know what has happene'gl

'10- other family members in Guyana: hi}
,brother, terry. his nieces, Brenda and Tracy;
his nephew, Dale; his mother, Edith, and his
uncle, Nathanial Swaney.

P — -

Parks saw his brother on TV last night,
standing next to a plane on the airstrip
moments before the shootout began, He had
& suitcase in his hand.

“1 don't know if he was there with his .
wife to put her on the airplane or if he was
figuring to come back ... I suppose I'll never
know what’s going on.”

- Parks said Patricia and her family got

involved with Jones 20 vears ago when they

Ayere living in Cinncinnati. “They followey

im out here,” he said. “Thev just didn't mis,

| meeting. When he (Jones) moved to San

ancisco, they would go down there twice &
reek.”

Parks said he tried to talk his seven
relatives out of going to Guyana six months

ago. But, he said. “T think they thought that
was the last resort for freedom as they saw

“l'-l:! LT Q3L FCOUd s s 25 iabrs

it.”

In their eves, Parks said. Jones “was the
almighty. I guess he was supposed to be the
Christ on earth and you couldn't talk to them
ahout it. I sat there and taiked to my brother
and mother about it . . . But it was like t.alkn\g
\D a wall.” 3

Parks said Patricia was about 42. He sai\i
e and bher brother married when she was
voung — ahout ape 16, In Ukiah, she worked

JUILE ¥r S5

at Geéneral Hospitai as a pIOTE operator.
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Frigndship’s Bonds Didnt
Prevent MassSi.

Fhf\' had lived and worke g tog 01hm' alapeids a very dedlLﬂu‘Qf‘ maomhbor

for years — In some Cases ““’ morepf the gmup and he was totally under
than a decade —but bonds of friendshipjhe mind control of Jim Jones,” Mrs,
weren't enough Lo prevent one group offrow said yesterday.

People’'s Temple followers from| pespite the violence. Mrs. Tow
opening fire on their comrades WhoBescribed Lavton as a “very sweet,
were attempting to leave the Temple'skying and sand person.”” Her daughter

{Indicate page, hame of

Jomestown. Guvana, colony. aren. 3. was also in Guyana with :
newspaper, city and state.}

Sure. they were all frends.” saidiavion, Mrs Tow said, and had
Dennis Parks, of Ukiah, uncle of an 18kijgwed Jones because she thought the
vear-old woman apparently RKilled inkynister had psychically cured her

the Saturday ambush thal lalergne cancer | , A=1 HERALD EXAMINER
precipitated mass suiciders of Temple) Bonms<Parks confirmed that his
members. rother's famuly and Laylon knew-eash= LOS ANGELES, CA

But. said Parks vesterday., —you”
always had the wdea that Just because !
they “shook vour hand or slapped vour
back. that didn't mean they weren't.
watchmg you or carrying taies about .
you.'

Parks explained that nine years ago
he was a member of the cult for abount
six months But his brother Jerry, 46. )
tad been a Temple member more than; )
20 years and followed Jim Jones from'
Ohio to California 12 or 13 vears ago. n'
gy was JerTy's daughter Brenda who 15!
) beiteved to have been shot m‘
Saturday’s ambush as she attempteq to!
Jeave the colony wath Rep. Leo . Ryan,
and his party (Early press reports had,
dentified the dead woman as Patncia |
Jerry's wife. but descriptions and
pietures led Parks to believe it was)
realiv Brenda) i Date: 11/21/78

“AcCording o Parks. il was his 63- Editi
vear-old mother. Edith. also a Temple' oTuesday Latest

member, who first walked up to Ryan
and asked to leave with him That was;

e

enough to mive others who felt the same! Title:
way the coursge to also ask for}
transportation out.
But while there was clearly some’ Character:
dissatisfaction with conditions In, or
Tivrvn thoarn  syrors
JUFLIU ‘sllr“ll lll(_l(_ wolo dlb\l LILdlly : 5 .
many whi stili fanatically followed Jim | Clﬂsa.lficatl()n.
Jones dictates ) Submiiting Office:
Among the latter was Larry Layton, a : Los Ang;e les

former X-rayv technician, who was

among nine persons arrested in Guvana
i connection with the shln)ilng

According to Lavton's mother-in-law,
Lea Tow. of Paradise. Lavion. a
Temple member for more than a
decade. probably took part 10 the
sheaiiog hecause he was o dotally
brainwashed” by Jones.

FBI/DOJ



other hut were nat close friends. Parks characterizeﬂ'ﬁ'yﬁﬁ

a¢ enmanna uwhn urac vory radiral™ in hic faithfuleaco tn tha
el TFLMILLAIG WIIU TVAD “LIJ Ltauiead ML LY LQlILIl QUG OD LU LT

church but 'never could carry out an order without messing
it up in some way."

Neither Dennis Parks nor Mrs. Tow expressed surprise
about the outbreak of violence. Both noted Jones' paranoia,
which led to his use of bodyguards and threats against those
who wanted to leave the church.

Parks said he thought Jones was taking narcotics. "'I'd
noticed him popping pills before,”” Parks said, although
Jones would claim they were for migraines or a Kidney
problem. There were also several deaths of former church
mémbers which, although set up to appear like accidents,
may have been ordered by Jones, Parks said.

Parks also said that the killing may not be over because
there are church members left in the United States.

Mrs. Tow said Jones had been '‘extremely unstable for
some time.” She said the mass violence may have been the
result of his fear of exposure and a controver sy over whether
he had fathered the child of the~wife of a former attorney for
the Temple.

Both the Parks family and the Laytons had gone to
Guyana, apparenily. out of idealism. “'They thought they
were going to the Promised Land,” Dennis Parks said, *'a

nlana ko thayv sanld hion inwhat thay Ao llad noaosa
PLALT WIITHIT LTy LUBU I VE AT wilal UITY Lol pravic.

**She (Karen Layton) had hopes of changing the world.”
Mrs,_Tow sid. because of the church’s promotios-eé-raetal
equality and justice.
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Z‘Staté’#éyes

'\assets of ﬂ

Jones’ cult

The state attorney general's
office quietly has begun an inquiry
to discover the assets of the Peoples
Temple.

The inquiry, disclosed by a-
spokesman for Attorney Genejal
Evelle Younger, is a preliminaty
step to state takeover of the chur’;lh
holdings. estimated 10 be as mugh
as $10 million in bank accounts and
real estate.

State law gives the attorney
general authority at any time to
examine the holdings of nonprofit
corporations that hold property in
pirlic or charitable trust.

!
| 1f a nonprofit corporation de-

- Y Y

parts from the purposes for which
it was formed, the attorney general
must institute proceedings to cor-
rect the situation.

Courts have upheld the attor
ney general's right to step in an
supervise charitable trusts and t¢
represent the community in seein
that such trusts are properly per-
formed.

) 1.
The attorney general has also

been deemed by case law to be a
necessary party to any proceedings
disposing of the assets of a charita-
Wle organization.

Neither Younger nor several of

h#s staff engaged in the Peoples Temple inguiry ;\_'grs
available for comment vesterday, an unofficial holidq)
among many state employees.

But the spukesman said the if]\'esligat_lon _bep_ n
last ‘.\_ﬁmda}: after the attack upon U.S. HepG L(_*o };_\ z;:;g
delegation to the templ‘e compound in Guyan
discovery of mass death in the compound.

Attornevs Charles Garry and Mark Lane escgged
the slaughtér with their bri(ff(:ases and may. \(;It az;
third attorney, Eugene Chaikin, who !janf!j‘e. ‘reo
eslate Lransaitions for the church, bave access
chxrch resources. i |

y s ofijce is aware that eve

The attorney general’s © are
" around Jonestown last Saturday could sp;\.:e n;xur;ri:sis
of darmege—cyits and claims apainst the churchs s.
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Teaﬁp%e’s ranchrmust rems

¥ REDWOOD VALLEY, Mendoci-
ne County {AP) — A 40-acre ranch
run by the Peoples Temple as
bome for retarded adults will r
main closed until the couple t
whom il is livensed return fro

~ o

Guvana. the state says.

| AU Y |

n closed

H

At a press conference here (Indicate page, name of
vesterday, Curt Firestone, execu- . newspaper, city and state,)
tive director of the North Coost
Repional Center, which has a eon-
tract with the state Depuartment of

R R i Vi i 8. v

‘Developmental Services, said the
Happy Acres Ranch is licensed 0
Peoples Tempie in the names a{

R}chard and Claire Janaro. {I

L
But the Janaros reportedly
ere out of the country and had
given administrative responsibility
to Dawn and Bonnwk Beck — who,
ke the Janparos, are members of
the temple — atong with five more

of the 11 staff members. R
The 13 ma-lé adult patiqus .F. aminer
to other state-run facili-

v ere tanen -
ties Mondav because of rumors ol

alleged templc “death squads.” San Francisco,ca.

@

Officials emphasized there had
een no problem with tbe cafe
iven at the ranch, which 15 ndar

BT O ¢,J

B w T
% he site of the original Peop‘ls | e
g Temple church set up by the Rev. 2“3‘% J:1H25 78
; Jim Jones alter—he_mpved hf:re ion: Sre

i from Indiana. S

| 3 Title:
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Preathed Mass Suicide LN

Jones’ Followers

Did as They Were
Told-Unto Death

SAN F‘RA\C]SCO fReuter) —_—
He expected his followers to
live, kill and die for him — and
such was the power of the Rev.
Jim Jones that they apparently
did as they were told.

Officials in Guyana on Mon-
day said they found the bodies
of about 400 of Jones' followers
— -all apparent victims of a
mass suicide performed after
members of his seet murdered
Congressman Leo Ryan and
four other Amercans on Satur-
day.

Such an act was not unex-
pected — according to relatives
of members. of Jones’ People's
Temple cult. The charismatic
American evangelist preached 2
gospel of mass death.

In his remote Guyanan ]ungle
redoubt, - Jones had  his
followers, estimated at about
1,200, rehearse mass suicide.

.fIETAPPARENTLY also had
them sign undated suicide notes
before they left California to
join him in Guyana, where he
sald he was going to create a
heaven on earth, a place where
violence and ill will were to be
banned forever.

Jones and his People’s
Temple had become a political
power in San Francisco, where
his ability o get out the wot.
won him the friendship of im-
portant politicians. -

Among those that were im-
pressed by Jones' political
magic was San Francisco's

U!_/L(/LIIJ

BUT HE FLED to hls 27.000-
acre settlement in Guyana last
vear after a magazine article
claimed there was an ugly

undarsids
underside to his People’s

Temple

The arficle in New West
magazine spoke of beatings, of
death threats i{o cult members
who wanted to break with him.
It alse detailed cases where
people signed over all their
material possessions to him.

One Californian who became
learv of him was former San
Francisco Sheriff Richard
Hongisto, who told Reuters on
Monday that Jones had
demanded gun permits from
him for his followers hecause
he said they had been
threatened with deatl. . . o

“But when I looked into it. his
story began to fall apart. I
began to feel there was more to
him and his organization than
met the eye. Needless to say, I
did not issue the  permits,”
Hongisto, who is now chief of

New York State's p_rison‘

system, said.

JONES, 46, apparently
became a preacher at age 18 in
his native Indiana, akhough his
wife once said he did not
believe in religion.

She said he thought religion
was the best way to convert
people to his beliefs in & vague
brand of Marxism mixed in
with a fear that the world was
about to be destroyed by the

Mayor George Moscone, Who , gigmic bomb. PR

made him the head of the city's
housing authority — a reward |
for getting out the vote in
Moscone's slender 1875 election !
victory. .. )
Also impressed were
Californig’s Gov, Jerry Brown
and Los Angelas Mayor Tom
Bradley. Thay couried him and
in 1976, President Carter's wife

Rosalymn even once appeared

on a podium with him, where he

received more applause {rom
an audience of the faithful than
sherg— P e
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Shocked by Deaths

Hongisto on Cult:

‘_._d—-l-
(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)
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“Wasn’t Surprised’

ALBANY P — Acting stale
Corrections Commissioner
Rickard Hongisto, a former San
Francisco County sheriff, said
he was not surprised by the
mass deaths at Jonestown,
Guyana.

Hongisto, who knew the Rev.
Jim Jones, told WIEN-TV here
Tuesday that the ‘head of the
Peoples Temple was hyperac-
tive and had parancid ten-
dencies.

Reftised Gun Permits

And as sheriff, he said he re-
jected a request {rom Jones for
gun permits for bodvguards at
the San Francisco chureh.

*1 saw him toward the end
(of his time in office),’
Hongisto said. *T noted he
became more suspicious, a lit-
tle paranoid sounding with the
passage of time.”

Hongisto said he also knew
Rep. leo Ryan's ways of
personally intervening in con-
troversies, and thus was shock-
ed but not surprised when the
Guyana story unfolded.

“] wasn't surprised. I also
knew Ryan very well. 1 knew
the way Lec has of marching
inio things.

Volatile Atmosphere

‘ “I've seen the volatille at-
mosphere that can develop in
encapsulated societies and I
knew a little of Jones' paranocid
fendencies.

“] knew npressures that

out of him. I knew
he'd be touchy, that he'd resent

going into his church group
there. I knew Ryan had a way
of just doing it.

“As soon as I heard what
happened, I realized how that
could ocecur.”

When he was sheriff in San
Francisco from 1972.-76,
Hoengisto said, Jones was very
active In community affairs. He
sald Jones got parishioners to
write letters of praise for the
church, ‘and then invited the
sheriff to visit.

Worked Long Hours

“He did to me what he did to
other people,”’ Hongisto said of
the social routine. “He f{ried to
get me tio arrange for gun
permits for his bodyguards. Of
course, I refused to do it.”

When he questioned persons
at the church, Hongisto said, he
found “inconsistencies and
discrepancies™ in their stories.

Hongisto said Jones worked
1820 hours a day in various
community projects, plus the
church.

“I never really felt that I got
to know him. With so many
people that are in an intensely
public atmosphere, he had a
socia! mask, 1 think. I never
thought 1 had a chance to see
bevond it.”

Hongisto, named by Gov.
Hugh Carey to oversee the
state's prisons last July, must
still be confirmed by the
Republican-controlled state

Senate. "(—‘ ‘
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'bongressman: 3
seize assets

Assoclaled Press

Providence, R.I.—The Justice
Dupartment should place a lien
on Pcoples Temple property to
cover the expenses of returning
Jonestown suicide victims to the !
United States, Rep. Edward P

card said yesterday.

Beard, a Rhode Island Demo- |
ckat, said the government shoud
not bear the estimated $6 milliap !
expense of identifying, transpory- !
ing and cmbalming the 7%
bodics found so far at the sect's .
communc in Guyana.

“1t'd be a third tragedy if the
taxpayers of this country have to
bear the expense, especially when
il's known there's a lot of money
Hoating around in this temple,”
be said, referring to last Satury
cay’'s ambush in which a con
gressman and three America
newsmen died and the subse
quent mass suicide by, followeré“
of the Rev. Jim™Jories.

*
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newspaper, city and state.)
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Temple members got~gun’f
training from The . City

| At least four men who thep i
iwere members of the Peoples Tem!
;ple took a threemonth course in")

‘the use of firearms at the SariI

,Francisco Police Academy and pis
5t.ol range.

! They were trained under the
:'Adult Edupation Program of the
iSan Francisco Community College
Ethnct.

:' Among the four was Michael
Caftmell, son-in-law of the Rev. Ji
Jones. The others who took the 1%
week course from July 3, 1972, ¢
Sept. 25, 1972, were James Cobby
John Brown ang Jack B Beam.

Ordinarily the classes are re-
stricted to Municipa! Railway tran-
sit police and The City's buildings
and grounds guards. Then, if vacan-

cies exist, they are open to civilians.

These civilians generally come
from private patrol firms, large
Jepartment store security staffs
and aduit education programs, ac-
dording to Sgt. Michael Hebel
police training coordinator.

. The course consists of approxi-

mately 40 hours of classroom train-

ing, during which the powers of
arrest and the care and use of
firearms are taught. Students also
receive 10 hours of additional train-
ing in the actual use of guns at the
pistol range, a course in se!f—
defense and eight hours of first-aid
training.

“We are reguired to have ‘open
enrollment,” " Sgt. Hebel said, “and
we do not have the authority to

—zeject or deselect any of t '
erfrants.” _ L
A Capt. James Shannon, persqi-
nel director and head of the Potice
Academy, said: “There’s no way of

knowing how many others {from the
Peoples Temple wehit through the

1
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academy and took the firearms
course.”  Swtae—a

Students may list the organiza-
tion they are affiliated with, @l
though it is not required, Sham?}:m
Jaid. 1

The course is held about th}rg.{:

times a year. An average class
numbers about 60. -

The Police Department fur-
nishes the guns, and the only
expense to the student is the cost of
the ammunition he or she uses.

Among the names on the unof-
firial casvalty list of the more than
170 men, women and children thO
ikied at Jonestown is Jack Beamy, 27,
'r!ho appears on the list along yith
an Ellie Beam, 19, and RheaVina
Beam, 50. The listed ages of Jack
and Ellie Beam are disputed by
family members in Ukiah.
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stunned by the,Pndlmg

By John Todd
Examiner Staff VWriter

many others in this Mendocin
County valley, called the Statq .
Department in Washington to veri*
fy what she had seen on TV.

UKIAH — Alice Prevost, likit \

She had seen the name of Lois :
Ponis on the long list of those who .
had died at the Peoples Temple ’
encampment in Guyana.

“The State Department was |
upset,” she said. “They verified it,
was my sister but they said they
had wanted t0 notify us first hand.
That's stupid. Everybody here just
wanted 10 know.

“Actually it was a relief when
my sisters’s name appeared. After
all that waiting, at least we knew.

i “Even Poppa, he's 80, said ‘I
Ln}' heart I didn't think I'd ever se¢
er again.’” .

4
“When Jim !

here, he wasa relxglous man. | went
to his services a few times. He had

his dreams. then power took oter.
Then the devil, I guess.”

The mass suicides and murders
in the jungles of Guyana have had a
stunning affect on this community
of 10,000 where Jones first planted
the California roots of his Peoples

Tomnla
FR =R RS B

i

Many residents had friends or
relatives in the church. Others had
heen members but withdrew.

F

“ Mass media cowrage placed
the, name of Ulliah on_the national

map, perhaps even into history.
wspapers sold out. Peoplé gath-i
ered around their TV sets. & |
i
i

LnA small contingent of members
remained at the wmgle{:wned cen-

ter for retatded young people in

The city where it start"a is

_1
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Redwood Valley north of here.
Bonnie Beck, Who runs the center,
had a 12-year-oid son at the Guyana

.encampment, There was still no

word for her.

Beck: “We're like everybody
wlse. We can only wait, that's all.
W¢ have some fear of retribution.
’e've been firebombed before. But

if we were really afraid, we would

already have left.” .

Another part of Beck's anxiety!
is for the Peoples Temple itself. The!
structure of thoTEMplt as she knew’

J it no longer exigts_Pregumably the
answers are in San Franesico, but
she said she doesn’t know. S

ny

It is difficull to say how m
Oof the returned bedies will find
itheir final resting place in the il
ipf this valley.

Alice Prevost guesses about 75,
an enormous number 1o brand on a
small town. Many more will go to
San Francisco. she said.

.&Jkiah's two funeral homes,
Zimmerman's and Eversoul
couldn't even guess the job the
may face. ‘

ﬁ Prevost said she was uansur
alout any funeral services for her
sinier. “There have been threats.”
she said. st
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Jones Linked to Extortion of L.A. Couple

riday night seeking evidence in a case in which the Rev.
im Jones allegedly told an elderly Los Angeles couple he

{F District attorney’s investigators conducted two searches”
¥

ould kill them if they didn’t sell all their property and

ive him the money from the sale.

The two searches required almost four hours, first at the
Crestwood Escrow Service in Inglewood and then at Enola
M. Nelson Realty in Seuth-Central Los Angeles. :

~ Victims of the supposed extortion, according to an affi-

davit signed by district attorney's investigator Stephen
Ramirez, were Wade and Mabe! Medlock.

The affidavit focuses on a meeting in February, 1977, at
the Los Angeles offices of the Peoples Temple Church at
1366 5. Alvarado St.

Present at the meeting, according to the document, were
Jones, two of his top aides, James McElvane and Archie
ljames, Enola M. Nelson, the sister of McElvane, and the
Medlocks. All except the last two are identified in the affi-
davit as high-ranking members of Peopies Tempie.

Investigator Ramirez is quoted as saying the Medlocks
told him that Jones threatened “that they would have to
sell their homes and give him the money or die.”

Ramirez continues with the Medlocks' account by stat-

“Jones would kilj them. To reinforce this statement, Jim
Jones reminded the Medlocks that some time earlier a man
named John Mitchell had refused to donate $2,000 to the
‘Peopfes Temple. After this refusal, Jones publicly de-

nounced John Mitchell and ordered Mitchell out of the
Peoples Temple.

“Jones also stated 1o Mr. Mitchell that he would die as a
result of this and that no matter where he went, Jones
would find him. Four days later Mitchell died and the

af_danls Eals In . 1 1

Medlocks felt that Jim Jones was responsible for his
"

death.

As a result of these alleged threats, the Medlocks said,
they sold their home at 4644 Zarembo Dr. in Baldwin Hills
and a four-unit rental property at 3891 2nd Ave. in Los
Anaslas
P = =g .

It is charged in the affidavit that they then turned over
$135.500 in the sale proceeds to Jones. This forced sale, au-
thorities said, caused the Medlocks to sell the property
from $40,000 to $50,000 below its fair market value.

_ The Medlocks complained to the district attorney's office
in May of this year after they left Jones' organization, and
an investigation has been conducted in the interim under
the supervision of Dep. Dist. Atty. Lee G. Cogan and inves-
tigator Ramirez.

Cogan and Ramirez declined to comment on the status of
the investigation but The Times learned from sources close
to the case that the focus of potential prosecution is now
jon the roles allegedly played by McElvane and Jjames.

Neither could be reached late Friday for their respotise
to.the allegation that they were involved in coercing the
Medlocks. .
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Jones Letter Urged L.A. County To

Drop lts Probe of Sect

- Los Angeles County
District Attorpey John Van
de Kamp yesterday
confirmed a report that his
office recetved a letter last
September in which 833
members of the Peoples;

E:mple urged his office to;

|
rop its probe of the.
ligious sect. i
A spokesman for lhe,
district attorney’s office said;
lhat the letter went from a

‘*pleading to a mildly
threatening tone.”

The letter reportedly sald
members would “forcefull)
resist any attempt to put
members of our urganization
in jait.”

A copy of the letter was
obtained by the U.S. State
Department, not because of

ite rontente hit hocauee tho'
s CUTIENS, ulil Caust

12-page list of signatures
could be heipful in
identifying which cult
members were present at

the South A mericani
settlement.

According to neports . the
members who signed the,
letter were all believed to;
have died in last week’ s
mass suicide at the church’ s!
Guyana settlement at
Jonestown.

“The letter was addressed
ko ban de Ka
Jones,”’ the spokesrnan said.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Cultist Letter Sought

s = N | |

Halt to Probe in L. A.

Dist. Atty. John Van de Kamp re-| K-ewnotclear who the au
ceived a letter from Guyana in earlyjl0-page letter was. Jones’ name was
September, signed by 6353 Peoplegiot among the 12 pages of signatures
Temple members, imploring him toghat were attached.
stop his investigation into the Los The main theme of the letter was
Angeles activities of the Rev. Jimthat Jones and the Temple were tar-
Jones. ets of a conspiracy and that Van de
J Authorities believe that all of theKamp should not allow himself to be
persons who signed the letter died inbart of a “frame-up.”
the mass suicide at Jonestown. The investigation to which the let-

The letter provides an insight intofer referred was launched by Van de
the group’s seemingly total accep-[Kamp's office in May after receiving a
tance of Jones' contention that theytomplaint from Wade and Mabel
were targets of a weli-orchestratedMediock, an elderly Los Angeles cou-
campaign of persecution by thoseple, that they had been coerced into
who resented “their success as abelling their home and rental proper-
model, multiracial community.” y and ther forced into turning over

The Times learned Sunday from@135,500 from the sale to Jones.
sources in Washington, D.C., that the] At one point, the letter warned Van
U.S. State Depariment obtained adé Kamp, “It will be considered a se-
copy of the letter from investigatorrious matter for your office to try to
Steve Ramirez of Van de Kamp's stafffmake a civil rights church that has
last Monday. n in the forefront for racial justice
for 25 years look like it preys upon

Ramirez was not immediately: i ;
vailable for comment. However, a;igg.ly blacks by dignifying this cruel

tate Department source told The’ . )
imes the letter was obtained not be- _ Regarding the supposed coercion of
use of its content but because thethe Mediocks' the letter contained
ist of signers could be helpful in de-[this passage:

ermining which and how many Tem-| “Many of us know the couple con-
ie members were at the isolatedicerned in the case that is being pre-
ompound pared, and were present when their

ALIRPU LI, fpmperty was dlscussed_

““If you subtract the 260 children; “The fact of the matter is that
from the total number of bodies, it/thére was no coercion or any sort of
mes right down to the number wha| deal’ made; indeed, the position taken
igned that letter,” the official said.  [bY Rev. Jones on the only occasion he
Van de » confirmed Sunda elferred to the matter was that Peo-
that he had received such a leter andlr. >, 1 cupie did not want the proper-

had routinely passed it on to those yordlg w?r?ggclllerscgrrzg.) fost geven

who were handling the investigation. The letter went on to state, “Many

The letter started out by telling/of us were present and can testify in
Van de Kamp that the Temple mem- ri of this. The plot being
bers were aware of his office’s inves- hatc tangle of lies.”"
tigation and that they were “increa-
singly outraged’ about the possiblility
that criminal indictments might be
issued-agairet Jones and othars

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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It was claimed in the letter that the: The letter also maintai
charges are a “sleazy, politically mo- de Kamp that Jones’ mission had been
livated frame up,” and the Ietter then “thoroughly investigated” by Guyana

irntad tha 4+ T L1
i‘)ﬁml.t:\.l e 1u15t:| dl- u.ulun.u; -ch“ government officials and u‘ie}' have

and his group of “concerned rela- found nothing to change their total,

tives” as being behind the district at- enthumashc support of Peoples Tem-

tméney s investigation. & ple.” ‘

toen, a one-time assistant distri

attorney in San Francisco and a dedﬁ m?ﬁgwt'glélﬁtgaisnm&the conspiray

cated follower of Jones, was locked in| '

a battle with Jones over the custody; “It is significant that a person high

of a 6-year-old boy taken to Guyana up in government, in the U.8. Depart-

The boy now is presumed to be one offment of State, as well as another top

those who died there. fficial in the FCC, are fully prepared
state that we are wctuns of con-.

: io i _Ppiracy. They will be subpoenaed to
e iaborating on this dispute, the lel-p ity (in the Los Angeles case) i
“The same group of people who arefiecessary.” (Neither official was
trying to pressure your office intofdentified) .
moving against us has also en-

gineered a series of legal maneuvers}
to force their children to return to thel, 1he letter to Van de Kamp closed
U5 LS, e o
“As you know, the most notorious €Y. are ¥y princ-
case involved Jim Jones' own son Pled person. But we want to make it
whom Mr. Stoen fravdulently claims¥iear that we have been pushed to the
to be his, Qfm:m not |=|1'rp\-1c1'nr:hr |¢:;{‘3£ that wehhahvi gone VEEY fg_:f'eig
cause, which for us is identifi
leadmg “the current vendetta.” With our very lives, and which repre-

{Stoen is now acting as lawyer for
ents a hope for our children they did
the Medlocks. A month after the dis- ot have in the mean streets of Watts

trict atlorney’s investigation was .

opened, he fiied an $18 million civilnd other parts of the city.

guit against Jones on their behalf.) “We will very actively, dramatical-
The letter contended that the grouplly, and forcefully resist any attempts,

of concerned relatives headed byfrom whatever quarter, to put mem-

Stoen “are only the front line of thelbérsofuuf organization in jar=——"

conspiracy” and asserted that intel-

ligence agencies and right-wing in-

teresis were aclive in the background.

It also was asserted in the letter
that the Peoples Temple was bemg
victimized by a “dirty tricks” cam

i with its enemies "makmg
phone calls of an harassing nature—
some to your own office—to create
hostility against Peoples Temple.”

Van de Kamp also was told in the
letter that this campaign
JODES anu me '.l. CIHPIE II!CIUQGU i(‘:—
cusations and innuendoes” about
various other crimes.

“In one notable situation,” the let-
ter said, “we were cleared by the Los
Angeles coroner after those partici-
pating in the aftempis to destroy us
tried to insinuate that Peoples Temple
was involved in foul play concerning
the suicide of a young man who was
not even in our church.”

. {A coroner’s office official said it
was impossible on the weellienlt;la to
chegk ta see what case might have
been involved.)
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i codes and gobbledyaeo
Hams complained to FCC, but got dead air

&n "‘
-

By C J]‘ul Pogash [ (Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Tl‘v'; talked in code — emploving chess terms,
purmeric al cwles and rapidly rotating sentence sub-
stitution. - over the ham radios from Innostown,
Guvaia, t@ San Francisen, —
1 For more thiet a yoar, said Bruee Juhinson of the
t\::;;mr P Bedav League. Peoples Temple has

i SRnuwen sore spot for amateur radio
- b Lave menttored its communications,
rrv “(} !(» bieak its ervplogruphy and complained
abost it breakimp Federal Communications Come _
T I M S AL

Loeenith, i discussing US. Rep. Leo Ryan's trip

where H\ dn and fuur others were

1o JonesTown,
foiied, tenipe members referred to the coming of

“Lucas.” 4 S.F,Examiner

For a while, repofters were referred tooas
phitossptiers and tempic members said their news
artichie “atiached the work of Gog . Sen Fran

|

£

When they mentioned  their attorney Mark
kane, e was called “The Honorible Mark Lane.” a
ﬂhn 'nu Lad “piven our missdon 2 clean hill of

TR L4
Roeafth. Y - N T
‘l Date: [l=-chHh=78
L Sometimes temple members solicited funds Edition: Home
from the amateur radin operators who were
listening to their conversalions. ¢
Bu: mostly conversations related 1o temple Title:
business, ham operators recalled. )
pe RYMURS

In recent months “white knight.” “black bish-
op™ and other chess terms werc mentioned fro- Ch
' urbcter:
guently by temple members in San Francisco and SF 89-250
Jonestown. or 9—h§
Classification: OY

: members sat at white gnight
Former tempiv members satd that white knigh Subniitting Office: SF

was the ende name for the mass siicide rehearsals
1that the Rev. Jim Jones called at Jonestown and may
be ibe term he used for the real killings and suicides
which aoerurred Iast S nnrrh\

Wit QUUUITeG

. 1t i pot hnown what Wwmple members meant b)
fiack bishop. o
]

© One ham radio operator who had listened o the,
Peoples Temple _ansmissinns perindically since

AL .
they hegafi in the summer of TTS77 said the

Ll Vg =T 5]
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_communication was constant — all day, every day.

According to one per'son who regularly listened
in. the Rev, Jim Jones "called every shot”™ in Sang
Francisco as well as in Jonestown. L

When Jones was concerned about an issue he
often radiecd his members in San Francisco to con-
duct a letter-writing campaign.

He frequently dictated letters and he sometimes
1old his followers in The City that "It is time for us to
get a hold of our friends,” indicating that some
persons in positions of power needed to be
contacted. Their names — as with almost all nameg
— wire encoded. ‘

Bruce Johnson, international sepvices officef
for the Amcrican Radio Relay League in Connectit
cut said members of his orpanization reported
hearing talk of drugs, weapons and supplies, all in
violation of Federal Communications Commission
laws that stipulate that ham radio operators may use

S,

the airwaves for personal discussions only, not for
business. -

The temple fréquem]_v altered its code, appar{.
ently using the mail to keep one another informed:
of the new language. : ‘

Then, about nne month aco. the temple changed
its methods, and began using Morse code

Ceyptographic messages over amateur radio’
violate FCC rules. But the FUC, said Jehnson, was
slow to move. Even alter it issued notices of
violation to come temple members and fined oue’nf
them, the coding and the business deals continued.

Johnson said that his campaign to ciean up the
temple's illeral radio communications were nien
tioned in the temple, where “it was said [ should be
stopped from blocking these uses of amateur radio”

He received approximately 100 letters duripg
the last few wecks from temiple memboers.

“Half of them said T was being victimized by 2
conspiracy of collusion among the press, the FI und
the ClA. The other half said T was part of that
conspiracy.

“A couple contaiued threats.”

e ervar?’
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Although under scrutiny by his d.enomi-

nation since 1974, the Rev. Jim Jones was ; Pedernales River, and his funeral serv-
a minister in good standing at the time of " ices were held at the Disciples’ national
his death, and his closest survivor will be | churchin Washington.

eligible for a church pension, according
to officials of the Christian Church (Disci-
ples of Christ).

Since that tragic afternoon in Guyana,
when more than 918 persons died, offi-
cials of the denomination, which has 1.3
million members, have been disturbed by

their slender tie with Mr. Jones. Many

wish their counsel, who investigated the
cult leader in 1974, and their special com-
mittee, formed after complaints about
Mr. jones surfaced in 1977, had been
clairvoyant about th2 events that were o
take place in the jungle clearing.
Nevertheless, they insist that his 18
years of membership reflected the Disci-
ples’ tradition of no creed but openness to
anybody who professed faith in Christ.

May Be ‘Littie Touchier’

“1 think they'll probably be a little
touchier in the future,” said Robert
Friedly, an official at the Disciples’ home
base in Indianapolis. He suggested that
review procedures would be strengthened
within a year.

Jones’s Parent Chu

Ioh;-:-s'm Was Member i

Their most famous member, Lyndon,
Raines Johnson, was baptized in the:

" . This long pattern of diversity existed

. when Mr. Jones approached the Disciples

* in 1960 as the leader of the People’s Tem-
.ple. By church law, for the congregation
to join, members merely had to state: “'1
believe in Jesus Christ, Son of the Living
God, and accept Him as my Lord and Sa-
viour.” .

This easy acceptance may seem
strange to most Roman Catheolics and
Jews, whose clergy come from approved
serninaries, and to many Protestant
groups, which review their ministers
carefully. Yet many other Protestant,
groups ‘are free with membership and
ministry.

Inclusivity Favored

“1f we had indications somebody was
just trying for a tax break, we might be

rch Asks, What Now? "

Assoc. Dir,
- ry AD Adm.
3. AD lnv,

muill, Servs,

hesitant,' said Mr. Friedly. *'But we feel
if a church is going to err, it shouiderron’
the side of inclusivity."

Even though Mr. Johes never attended
a seminary, he was ordained in 1964.

“] was always a little queasy about

Leaders of the Disciples insist that if‘; him, because we don’t have too many of

they had eventually dropped Mr. Jones-as
a result of their investigations, the Peo-
ple's Temple wouid probably still have
been eligible for tax benefits and Mr.
Jones's hold on his followers would have
remained unchecked.

*I'm sure most of his followers didn't
even know they were affiliated with us,”
said Mr. Friedly.

While Mr. Jones’s inclusion in the Dis-
ciples' 1978 yearbook might now pose em-
barrassment for the 7,000 clergymen,

most of them bunched from OChio o)

Texas, some leaders suggest that they
might make the same judgments all over
again.

People Given Hope

“Here was a guy who could walK into
the most gosh-awful slum and give people
hope,”* said the Rev. Dr. A. Dale Fiers,
leader of the denomination from 1964
through 1973. “‘Don’t forget, in the 1960°s
the church was looking for this kind of
man.”

these charismatic types,” Dr. Fiers said.
I felt he could either do great good, or he
could go off the deep end. But he could
draw the races together. A lot of people
believed in what he was doing."’ ‘

In the 10 years he ran the denomina—L
tion, Dr. Fiers said, there was no cause to|
investigate Mr. Jones. But in 1974, re-
ports frem California said that he was

relying on strong-arin tactics to keep

members in line. The home office dis-
patched its general counsel, Wade D. Ru-
bick, to Ukiah, Calif.

"I spent a day there,” Mr. Rubick re-
called yesterday. “'I'm sure the people
1 were giving me a public relations job, but
it was evident that a lot of people were
happy, and everything was clean and
neat. I saw no armed guards, although I
did see a tower near his house. People
told me there had been threats on his life.

1 was told they held services at Ukiah
every Wednesday and sent people in 11

; buses on weekends to Los Angeles and
Founded in the early 19th century by : : geles
settlers moving inland, the Disciples, like | San Francisco. 1 don’t know what kind of

many other American churches, had lit-
tle interest in theology or dogma. They
founded regional and general offices but
gave local churches autonomy. )
Today, the Disciples include conserva-
tive churches like the Park Avenue Chris-
tian Church, where Dr. Fiers is serving
as interim pastor; experimental
churches like the University Disciples of
Christ in Chicago; black congregations in

North Carolina, mixed congregations in.

the border states and a Haitian church in
Brooklyn.

services they were, but I was told they
did some healing.”

weeks.” When he returned, he recom-
mended no action. In his report, he said:

“It is very different and in many re-
spects proved to be an enigma 10 me.
Many questions were left unanswered by
my short visit, but this was because per-
haps 1 failed to raise them. However,
\ {from my numerous contacts with mem-
bers and staff of the church, I can say
that they are the most committed and
dedicated group of people t have known in
any church anywhere.”

Mr. Rubick said that he had left after -
one day because if he had done **a com-:
plete investigation, it would have taken '

Crim. lnv,
Ident.
Intell.
Loboratory
Legal Coun.
Plan. & Insp.
Rec. Mgnt.
Tech. Servs.
Training
Public Atts. OH. ___
Telephone Rem.

Director's Sec’y ___

The Washington Post
Washington Star-News

Daily News (New York)

The New York Times ~
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Shady Dealings Charged
The church’s concern about Mr. Jones
was revived in 1977 when New Waest
magazine charged that there was coer-
cion and shady financial dealings at the

People’s Temple. Under a 1968 reorgani- .

zation in the Disciples of Christ, a re.
gional office in Jakland then had juris-
diction over the Temple.

“There was some sense that somethmg
needed to be done,”’ the Rev. Doris
McCullough, associate regional rhinister
for Northern California, said this week.
“We formed a special committee with
half a dozen members." Their options
were sketchy, she said, and they did not
initiate contact with complainants.

“All our complaints came from out-
side,”” she said. “We are a church. It is
not our function to investigate or take
depositions. 1 feel foolish to say that most
of what we know, even now, comes from
the newspapers.””

When the group moved to Guyana in
1977, church officials said, they heard no
talk of 'suicide drills” or of Mr. Jones's
increasingly bizarre behavior. However,

at that time relatives of cult members .

were beseeching newspapers and public
officials for help.

Very Far Away

Disciple officials said that they had re- .
ceived some complaints but nothing to |
act on. Mr. Jones seemed very far away -

1 in the jungles of Guyana, and there ap-

| viving natural child. But they do find

peared to be no reason to dmp him from -
the list of ministers. The Disciples had
never dropped a congregation in the or-
ganization's 146 years of existence. .

“‘Given hindsight, we asked what ought
we to have done that we didn't do?** Doris
McCullough said. **1 am positive he was-
n't that type of person when he came into
the region. I saw him as a man with a
strong social conscience. [ always
thought I was a realist. Now 1 don't
know."

The move did not affect the tax status
of the People’s Temple under Section
7605-C of the Revenue Code. While crite-
ria for what should constitute a church
have never been fully defined by Con-
gress or the Supreme Court, the Internal
Revenue Service has developed 14 crite-
ria, according to an L.R.S. spokesman
yesterday.

Among the criteria are: a legal exist-
ence; recognized creed or form of wor-
ship; an ecclesiastical government; a
doctrine or discipline; a religious histo-
ry; an organization of clergy; ordained
ministers who have completed formal
training; a literature of its own; estab-
lished places of worship; regular congre-
gations; regular services; religious study
groups, and seminaries.

‘Christian Acceptance’

Even if Pecple’s, Temple had been
dropped by the Drsc1ples the group could
have claimed compliance on a number of |
these criteria and perhaps have qualified .
for tax exemptions. \

Church officials said that they had no |
doubt that a pension of undisclosed value |
would go to Stephan Jones, the only sur-

themselves questioning what they call
their *Christian acceptance.”"

Did Mr. Jors use the trusting Disci-
ples to gain respectability for some long-
range Marxist utopia? Or was he a sin-
cere human being, called to a religious
ministry, who later turfed radically and
dangerously wrong? What can they do
now?

The Rev. Kenneth L. Teeguarden,
general minister and president of the de-
nomination, said:

“*Because of this awesome tragedy, we
will initiate at the earliest possible mo-
ment a proposal to determine whether
this denomination, which has prided it-
self on an openness to congregations as
well as individuals, wants to develop a
procedure, which it does not have now,
for removing congregations from fellow-
ship.”

Most Disciple officials wonder if an au-
tonomous group like theirs could have
done anything different. “Every church
has strange bedfeilows,”” Mr. Rubick
said. “We just happened to have one
stranger than others.""

[ I,
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Cult Affiliation Embarrasses Disciples Church,

-

Which May Cut Ties With Any Such Group.

By Willlam F. Willoughby
Washington Siar Staff Writer
The Peoples Temple has been a
“dues paying: congregation of the

e it FMhoiwak niman
Disciples of Chirist Church since 1950

and the denomination, embarrassed

by the link, plans to consider revising
its policy so that it can break connec-
tions'with such cuits,

Church policy now forbids cutting
ties with any congregation that con-
tributes to the denomination.

The president and general minister
of the 1.3-million-member denomina-
tion, Dr. James Tiegarden, said he

would ask the faith’s deliberative’

bodies to consider the expulsion of
fanatical cults. 1

There is nothing in the beliefs and
practices of the Disciples that retem-
bles what the Rev. Jim Jones tatght.
But for now the denomination, which
numbered among it members Presi-
dents James Garfield and Lyndon B.
Johnson, is stuck with the stigma of
the Peoples Temple.

Garfield, who helped establish
what is now National City Christian
Church on Thomas Circle, was a lay
preacher. Johnson heard evangelist
Billy Graham preach his inaugural
sermon at the National City church.

THE DISCIPLES believe the
rights of congregations have primacy
over any governing church super-
structure. Tiegarden said he was not
endorsing denominational controls,
but felt, because of the events in
Guyana, that he should bring the
issue before deliberative groups.

Clamor for some kind of action “to
avoid a repeat of this sort of thing”
has been coming in to the Indianap-
olis headquarters of the dencmina-
tion since the mass murders and sui-
cides in the Guyana commune,

[t was in Indianapolis that Jones

started his career after graduation
from Butler University. Denomina-
tional spokesmen said they did not
know what took Jones off the deep
end, but they did recall that he ap-
peared to have a strong ego and a
“more than typical” urge to serve,
but in a situation in which he was in
command.

Jones at first was spurred by, the
social action dictums of a lieral Pro-
testant fijith. He gradually assimi-
lated the, social action aspects! of
liberal religion into the pentecostal
religious | expression that is fairly
common in inner-city congregations.
The two are not often found together.

His congregation in the near-down-
town area of Indianapolis — which he
formed in 1953 — was pr inantly
black and included a smaller number
of eoor-wraitee Jonec® annrnach wan

puUVa WIS, JUVULS appidvacilt wad
avant-garde for the times, but the
!ndfanapolis church listed 233 partici-
pating members plus 91 inactive
members when the bulk of them
pulled up stakes and left for Califor-
nia in 1965,

Jones began his ministry in the
United Methedist Chuch, which has a

“strong emphasis on social action, but

he later affiliated with the Discipies.
DISCIPLES

SRl Rrad mwear

officials say his
church has been listed with theii- de-
noitination since 1960 — four years
before his ordination. Disciples do
no. require that a church be headad-
by.a formally ordained minister.

The Disciples is similar in many

respects to the United Me hodist _

faith, springing up on the Midwestern
and. southern frontiers in the 1800s,
but’ stressed broader ecumenical
tendencies earlier than did the fron-
tier Methodisis.

Like the Methodists, numerous
Disciples congregations are liberal,
with an emphasis on social service.
But the Disciples have many other
congregations — usually the smaller
ones — that are fundamentalis! in ap-
proach, putting more emphasis -on
personal salvation and less on social
action. v

Methodists, through a system of
bishops and district superintendents,
have better control over their congre-

ations and ministers than do the

isciples, and this could have been a
reason Jones left for the Disciples.

Disciples are fiercely congrega-
tionalist and no one exercises real
authority over either a minister or a
congregation. Jones, then, in leading
his congregation, could be curbed
only by that congregation. And only
the congregation has the power to re-
move itself from the church. -

JONES' DEPARTURE from [ndi-
anapolis in 1965 to California’s Red-
wood Valley was not, therefore,
because he lacked freedom in the
Disciples denemination. It was the
Indiana city itself, he said, thit was
racist — ‘‘not ready for my |minis-
try.” Lo
Healings, prophecies and tongues,
or glissolalia, were part of the reli-
gious life of his Ukiah, Calif., church.
Whily such gifts are less commonly
exprussed in the Disciples denomina-

“tion than in many others, they do oc-

cur.

Assoe. Dir

Dep. AD Adm, _

Dep. AD Inv. ___
A sst, Dir:

Adm, Serv,

Bob Friedley, head of the com-
munications departrent for; the
Disciples, said that last year the Peo- ™
ples lemple gave only $900 for the
Disciples’ corporate program. i’l‘he____

churcl
$275,000. .

But, unlike many churches associ-
ated with the denomination, it has
filed reports with the Indianapolis
headquarters annualty. Friedley
said, "It is not required of the
churches that they report. Every
year one-fourth of the 4,400 congrega-

listed an operating budget of

n.

[} Pp—

tions do not report. Some never have

reported."

“There have been newspaper clips
sent here of people disgusted with
what they were reading about Jones
and his congregation, but no calls for
investigation or expulsion’ Friedley
said.

THE NORTHERN California-
Nevada Region of the denomination
has had Jones’ standing as a minister
in that jurisdiction up for review for
at least a year, because of repeated
reports of abuse of individuals and of
mishandling of funds, Friedley said.

But the regional group could not
reach Jones for the review. He was in
Guyana.

All t“xa't the Disciples require of a
churchito be listed with it is,that doc-

trinally the church ‘‘profjss that
Jesus Christ is Savior andl Lord,”
Friedlev said. -

¥

In an interview a couple of years
ago his wife said that he really didn't
believe the Bible, “‘but uses that as a
tool to establish a Socialist society.”
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The 2™ -.—H.J!.;L!s ol‘ Patriarch of the movement wWas 8
Christ), with which the Peoples Tem-frontier preacher named Barton W.
ples are affiliated, dislikes labels.  Stone, born in Maryland in 1772. An
As America's oldest and largest in-ordained Presbyterian clergyman, he
digenous religious movement, thebegan his career conducting frontier
Disciples of Christ gives each of its 4,- revival meetings but soon became
416 local congregations complete au-conyinced that denominationalism
tononly in managing its affairs. The yas the curse of Christianity.
1.3 million members tend to reject de-  He called upon believers in the Bi-
nominational titles, preferring 1o callple tp unite in a new fellowship, based
themselves simply “Christians. solely on the teachings of Scripture.
However, in the wake of the horror Adherents called themselves ghns -
and killing at the Peoples Templetians™ to make it clear they were not
compound in Guyana, officials at the part of any particular doctrinal group
national headquarters of the Christian or denomination. . .
Chureh in Indianapolis are consider- The movement grew rapidly and in
ing adopting procedures that would1809 a remarkable father-and-son
allow the ouster of erring congrega- team, Thomas and Alexander Camp-
tions. . bell, lefnt further im;petus ?gd tﬁg t:ls-
The Rev. Kenneth L. Teegarden,sion of an ultimately un -
denomination president, said Tues. &t Church. The Christian movement
i e T Py T split after 1906, however, leading to

ady: 10¢ CONgregdaliond daulononiy

of a denomination such as ours, and!he establishment of another branch

the resultant tenuous relationship"0® known as the churches of Christ.
with many local churches, left us The Christian movement carried to
with a bare knowledge that Peoples'ts logical conclusion the Protestant
Temple of Redwood Valley had aPrinciple that each person is free to
Guyana colony and no appreciation of MeTPret the Scriptures for himself.

a fanaticism that could have led 1o Although there are evangelists,
the human destruction that took Pastors, elders and deacons, the
place.” church teaches that anyone may ap-

Noting that the denomination hadpma(:h God through prayer for direct

“gtood firmly for a variety of styleg.gﬂdfﬂii;.{g{man problems arising in

L .Y LIlT LDV IC LA,
and approaches to Christian mission " pjgeiples have no catechism and no

and ministry,” Teegarden said steps ; i
: - S wrescribed rituals, although they bap-
would be taken immediately 10 see ifyiz0 by immersion in the name of the

hﬁlotcsa] should be set on the freedoms Trinity. A distinctive event at most
of local congregations. Christian Church congregations is the
Untl last weekend, the Peoples ojoyration each Sunday of the Lord's
Temples in Redwood Valley and Sangpoer, d
Flranclsco. though untypical of Disci- * y'is difficult to generalize about the
es congregations—seemed 10 be DOyeliefs of members in heaven and
serious cause for alarm, according t0 hell, though most believe in the im-
a %l'ircuh oif‘f;gf{a}__ e e, mortality of the soul.
C alorop Of Datramenid, Digeiples of Christ congregations
chairman of an informal review com- gre pegp[ed by both oonngzrgauves
ttee set up early last year, said that ang fiperals, theologically and politi-
though complaints had been heard cally. In many ways, typical Sunday
ut alleged abuses at the temples morning services resemble those of
d in Guyana, “no formal charges mogt mainline Protestant churches.
d been filed.” i . Just how the Rev. Jim Jones, thé
The Disciples’ emphasie on indivi- pegples Temple founder who died in
ual liberty of opinion has been held yne ™ Guyana massacre became in-

epr since the founding of Abe maye- i isciples i
ent in the early 19th century. :?——————gfd with the Disciples “LW

1
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One former top Jones.aide-said .Added }p benevolent social actiop,
Jones stuftied under Father Divine, however, was a curious blend of old-
the famed black minister, in the 1950s fashioned faith healing,
and patterned his Peoples Temple af-; Dan Smith, a Los Angeles deputy
ter Divine’s Kingdom of Peace com-(City attorney, said he and his wife at-
munity in New York. ended a service during which Jones

It is known that before 1960, Jones told those in the congregation to raise
had founded the first Peoples Templetheir hands high above their heads
in Indianapolis and had been ordainedland pray while he healed sick persons
as a minister. n the audience of afflictions ranging

The Rev. John W. Harms, who was{from broken bones to cancer.
executive minister for the Disciples i Claammg to cure one parishioner of
Indiana in 1962-63, said Jones camef cancer of the throat,” Jones placed
out of a Pentecostal background buthis hand on her neck, then held up a
“was trying to find his way out of ‘piece of meat” that he said was the
this." cancerous tissue, according to Smith.

“He was a mixture of orthodoxy Smith said he concluded Jones “had
and fundamentalism, while beingmoved beyond Jesus at that time.”
very liberal on social issues and hu- “In the beginning, the church was
man rights. . .” Harms recatled. good,” a former member said anony-

Because Harms and other churchmously, and Jones represenied him-
officials believed Jones lacked “theo-self as “an advanced prophet.”
logical understanding,” they denied However, later, she added, he had
him ordination by the regional bodyassumed nearly complete power over
of the church unless he completedmany in the congregation and assert-
added academic and theological study.ed he was “Christ reincarnated.”

Jones apparently did not complete Al Mills, chairman of the Peoples
the recommended work, however,Temple membership committee and a
and moved to Northern Californiamember of an “inner circle” in Jones'
from Indianapolis in 1965. church from 1969 to 1975, told how a

Persons attending services in thefour-month cycle to indoctrinate
Peoples Temple near Ukiah in themembers evolved.
1960s recalied that the singing in- Nonmembers were invited to the
volved social action, protest andSunday morning services. If they
“brotherhood” songs rather than tra- showed interest after three or four
ditional hymns of the church. meetings, they were asked to also at-

Jones often used the Sunday news-tend Sunday afternoon and Friday
paper as a text for his sermons, ac-evening services, according to Mills.
cording to Kenneth Compton, who in Mills also said he had observed
1968 and 1969 was president of thepublic beatings of members during
Northern California region of Chris- services, “which got more vicious as
tian Churches. time went on.” Jones himself did not

“He would sit on a tall barstool atadminister the whippings, Mills said.
the front of the church and identify One of Jones' favorite sermon
peopie in the newspaper who should themes was that a worldwide race
be praised for various social actionwar eventually would produce &
enterprises,” Compton said. “The ser- classless society.
vices were long—an hour and a half At times, Peoples Temple members
to three hours. Kids often fell asleep were “pressured into giving 20% to
on the fioor.” : : 25% of their income” to the church,

By the mid 1970s, the controversial Mills said.

Peoples Temples (congregations had Commenting on Peoples Temple
also opened in San Francisco and Lo#services in the late 1960s, Compton,
Angeles) had developed a reputationthen the regional Disciples official,
for social works. ‘recollected: “We felt they were a

These included housing and feeding breath of fresh air, though different
senior citizens and medical convalestheologically from most of our ser-
cents, maintaining a home for retard-vices. . .
ed boys, rehabilitating youthful “Jones obviously had strong psy-
users and assisting both members andichic powers to persuade and control
nonmembers of the church by pro-lpeople. But the things I began to hear

M assistance apd college'after 1970 or so didn’t soupd like the
olarships. same person.” .




i A DARK DAY—Mrs. Connie Brown, right, wife of NBC  ter, Kim, 15, as coffin bearing Brown's bady is removed
meraman Robert Brown, watches in rain with- adopted daugh- ploneathtemqnondA.rpoﬂ own was one of Guyana
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v'ith Disciples of Christ

Denomination Considering Adopting Means to Oust
Erring Congregations in Wake of Guyana Horror

BY RUSSELL CHANDLER

Times Religion Writer

The Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), with which the Pegples Tem-
pies are aifiliated, distikes labcis.

As America's oldest and largest in-
digeous religious movement, the Dis-
ciples of Christ gives each of its 4416
local congregaticns complets abiong-
m¥ in managing it affairs. The 13
millien members tend t0 reject de-
nominational tities, preferring to call
themselves simply “Christians.”

However, in the wake of the horror
and killing at the Pecples Temple
compound in Guyana, officials at the
sationa) headguar:ers of the Christian
Church in Indianapolis are consider-
ing adopting procedures that would
allow the ouster of erring congrega-

tions.

The Rev. Kenneth L. Teegarden,
denomination president, said Tues-
day: “The congregational aulonomy
of a denominauon such as ours, and
the resultant tenucus relationship
with many local churches, left us
with 2 bare knowledge that Peoples
Temple of Redwood Vailey had a
Guyana celony and no appreciation of
2 fanaticism that couid have led to
the human destruction that took
plage.”

Noting that the dencmination had
“stood firmly for a variety of styles
znd approaches o Christian mission
and ministry,” Teegarden said sieps
would be taken immediately to see if
limits should be set on the freedoms
of loczi congregations.

Unii! last weekend, the Peoples
Tempies in Redwocd Valley and San
Francisco, though untypical of Disci-
ples congregations—seemed 10 be no
serjous cause for alarm, according to
a chureh official.

Scott Lathrop of Sacramento,
chairman of an informal review com-
miliee set up early last year, said that
although complaints had been heard
about alleged abuses at the tempies
and in Guyana, “no formal! charges
hzd been filed.” _ _

The Disciples’ emphasis on indivi-
dua) Lberty of gpinion has been held
gear sitice the founding of the move-
ment in the early 19th century.

Patriarch of the movement was @
frentier preacher named Bartan W,
Siene, bern in Marviand in 1772 An
oréained Presbyterian clergyman, he
beran his career conducting frontier

revival meetings but soon became
convinced that denominationalism
was the curse of Christianity,

He calied upon believers in the Bi-
ble to unite in a new fellowship, based
solely on the teachings of Seripture.

Adherents called themselves “Chris-

tians” to make it clear they were not
par: of any particular docirinal group
or dengmination.

The movement grew rapidly and in
1809 a remarkable father-and-son
team, Thomas and Alexander Camp-
beil, lent further impetus by their vi-
sion of an ultimately united Protes-
tant Church. The Christian movement
split after 1906, however, leading to
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vantinge oo Thied Page
the eslabieherent of another branch
now ¥n2wy as tne churches of Christ.

The {hmenan movement carried to
its logicz) conclusion the Prolestant
principie thai each person is {ree o
interpret the Seriptures for himself.

Althougn there are evangelisis,
pastors, eiders and deacons, the
church teaches that anyone may ap-
proach God through prayer for direct
gaicance for all probiems arising in
Lhe conscience.

Disciples have no catechism and no
prescribed rituals, although they bap-
tize by mmmersion in the name of the
Trmty., A distinctive event at most
Christian Churen congregations is the
ceietration each Sundzay of the Lord's
Supper.

it :s difficult 1o generzalize about the
veliefs of members in heaven and
heli, though most believe 1 the im-
mortality of the soul.

Disciples of Christ congregations
are peopled by bolh conservatives
and liberals, theologicaily and politi-
cally. In many ways, typical Sunday
morning services resemble those of
most manline Protestant churches,

Just how the Rev, Jim Jones, the

-Pecples Temple founder who died in

the Guyana massscre became in-
voived with the Discipies is not fully
tlear.

{ne former top Jones aide said
Jomes studied under Father Divine,
1he famed black minisier, in the 1950
and patterned his Peoples Temple af-
ter Divine’s Kingdom of Peace com-
murity in New York.

1t 1z known that before 1960, Jones
had founded the first Peoples Temple
in Indianapolis and had been ordained
as a minister.

The Rev. John W. Harms, who was
exocutive minister for the Disciples in
indiana in 1962-63, said Jones came
out of a Pentecosial background bt
“was trying to find his way out of
ths.”

“He was a mixture of orthodexy
and fundamentalism, while being

very Liberal on social issues and hu-'
man rights . . ." Harms recalled.

Because Harms and other church

officials believed Jones lacned "theo-
logical undersianding,” they denied
him ordination by the regional body
of the church unless he compieled
added academic and theological study.

Jones apparently did not complete

the recommended work, however, .

and moved to Northern California
from Indianapolis in 1965.

Persons attending services in the
Peoples Temple near Ukiah in the
1860s recalled that the singing in-
volved social action, protest and
“bretherhood” songs rather than tra-
ditional hymns of the church.

Jenes often used the Sunday news-
paper &s a lext for his sermons, ac-
carding to Kenneth Compton, who in
1968 and 1863 was president of the
Northern California region of Chris-
uan Churches.

“He would sit on a tall barstool at
the front of the church and identity
pecple in the newspaper who should
be praised for various social action
enterprises,” Compton said. “The ser-
vices were Jong—an hour and 2 haif
to three hours. Kids often {ell asleep
on the floor.”

By the mid 1970s, the controversial
Peoples Temples (congregations had
also opened in San Francisco and Los
Angeles) had developed a reputation
for social works.

These included housing and feeding
seniotr citizens and medical convales-

: LTS L
cents, maintaining & home for retard-

ed boys, rehabilitating youthful drug
users and assisting both members and
nonmembers of the church by pro-
viding legal assistance and coilege
scholarships.

Added to benevolent social action,
however, was a curious biend of old-
fashigned faith healing.

Dan Smith, a Los Angeles deputy
city attorney, said he and his wife at-

tended a service during which Jones

told those in the congregation o raise
their hands high above their heads

—— e

and pray while he healed sick persons
in the audience of afflictions ranging
from broken bones to cancer. .

Claiming o cure one parishioner of
~eancer of the throat,” Jones placed
his hand on her neck, then held up a:

TLs Vi JLLEL

cancerous tissue, according to Smith, |
Smith said he concluded Jones “had’
moved beyond Jesus at that time.”

“In the beginning, the church was'
good,” a former member said anony-
mously, and Jones represented him- -
self as “an advanced prophet.” ‘

However, later, she added, he had
assumed nearly compiete power over
many in the congregation and assert-

A T veene S g 5 ¥
ed he was “Christ reincarnated,

Al Milis, chairman of the Peoples
Temple membership committee and a
member of an “inner circle” in Jones'
church from 1963 to 1975, told how a
four-month c¢ycle to indoctrinate
members evelved.

Nonmembers were invited to the
Sunday morning services. If they
showed inte-est after three or four
meetings, they were asked to also at-
tend Sunday afternoon and Friday
evening services, accarding to Mills.

Mills also said he had observed
public beatings of members during
services, "“which got more vicious as
time went on.” Jones himself did not
administer the whippings, Mills said.

One of Jones' favorite sermon
themes was that a2 worldwide race
war eventually would produce a
ciassless soriety.

At times, Peoples Temple mem
were “pressured into giving 20% o
25¢% of their income” 10 the church,
Mills said.

Commenting on Peoples Temple
services in the late 1960s, Compton,
then the regional Disciples official,
recoliected: “We fell they were a
breath of fresh air, though different
theolegically from most of our ser-
vices. . .

" Tnwmaa nhrrine
Jones obvigusly

chic powers to persuade and control
people. But the things I began to hear
after 1970 or so didn’t sound like the
sarme persen.”

Q
o

¥ had strong psy-
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Cam Took Members’ Hemefs.
Sold Them to Get Funds —

By Michael Tavior

The methods by which People’s
Temple amassed a fortune emerged
vesterday in. a check of offichl
records and from interviews \li‘h
frightened former members of tll
fanatical cult. »

Rea) estate records on file in
San Francisco show that several
people gave their homes to People’s
Tempte, free and clear. and the
temple would then sell them when
‘he organization needed cash.

The files show the records of
the transactions were mailed to
1templeé lawyer Eugene Chaikin at
various post office boxes in San
Francisco or Redwood Valley,
where the cult maintained a
branch. 4

The records show the gltt\of
these houses 10 the temple apd
their subsequent sale:

* In July, 1973. Ruby Lee
Johnson gave her home to the
temple, and nearly four years later,
the church soid it for $42.000;

# In November, 1975, Le Flora
Tewnes gave her home to ithe sect
and less than a year later. it was
scld for $25000. on the same day
Tywnes gave her house to the
church, Emmett and Mary Griffith
gave up their house to the cult. The
Griffith house sold for $30.000 ,gn

Aupust, 1977 |

& The jargest single proahit
seems t0 have come from the sale
of Vernell Henderson's property. In
Fibbruary. 1977, he gave it to
Ficoples” Temple and four months
Liter. the sect sold i for $127.500.

Selling  just those houses
hrought in nearly a quuarbss—m=—g
million doflars.

.~

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.}

San Francisco,Ca.

Date: 11-22-78
Edition: Home

Title: R.YMUR.S

Character:

o SF 89-250
Classification: 89
Submitting Office: SF'

FBI/DOJ



_ One fermer member. rmchf-q
by The Thronicle. said that she a
other temple members who ow ned

property were ordered by temple
‘uthorlueq to sign blank power-of-

attorney forms and blank deed
1apers.

“We had so many papers to
sign,” she said, “and we really
didn't understand what they wer!
ahout.” 1}

An attorney familiar with th,
temple’s Operations said members
would routinely be faced with “a
stack of papers arranged in a sheaf
so you could only see the hotiom
line, where the signatures go.

The new members, bewildered
by the array of complicated legal
forms, were ordered to sign them
[md(*r threat of hemg paddied. the

‘fttorney said. . ‘
I- One temple member, who left

San Francisco for awhile, returned
to find that the temple had sold her
house and her cars.

The attornev said that when
people ]omed the temple. at first
they were asked to give 10 perggnt
of their earnings to the (huLh
coffers. As time went by, this tithe
increased to 25, 50 and finally 100

percent of their earnings.

- aunmulindss 1af4t 0 o0 tn

'\v'\'hé i evervhody left 16 go W
Guvana,” the lawver said. “they
would simply turn over ali tities
and assets Lo the tempie.”

Records on file with the Cali-

fornia Department of Motor \.%hl
hn

clgs show a complicuted registra

ule ownership patiern of  cafs.
hilses and trucks owned by ghe
lernple. A

For ey several 1rucks

parked 1n 'E t ni)le s Geary Troule-

vard headquarters parkimg ot are ‘
registered to metnbers, ve °
different bease owners.

Two trucks are owned lw
Peopie’s Temple, apther & s
by Valiey Enterprises and anpothts
by the Apostolie Corporation. Both
Valey Enterprises and Apostoli
Corp. have the same post office
hoxes as other temple activities.

There are alo three large
buses registered to and owped by
the temple, at three different post
office box addresses im Redwood
Valley in Mendocino county; the
original site of the People's Temphe
in California.

All of these complex finan
maneuverings and the indicati
largescale donations by members
of the sect are under investigation
by the district attorney of Lo

Angeles, an informed source said.
ressibenlimsi [
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Times S1al Welter
wears, tne Rev, Jim Jones

p . C o
pies Tample tranch near

Las Arceles that fiour-
end avrzcied almest 2,-

g

" ome [gromer member told
*onday, il wes 8 beatl-

oo oves 1ne vears, former mem.
¢ e conpregalion sald, e

: Tempie Cream wWeni soi
Jome: wones frem e preacher of in-
tarracia! nammIny Ini0 & omineening
cult fipore, Scme members, angered
br churen cemands thel they turn
ever {hes homes and possessions,
gt Cihers foliowed Jones 10 us

R “k,}
»

r.Guvana
vezr. the former members
a3, the tranch moved out of i
muge., iwhzn Renezissance style
nurch &t 1386 S. Alvarado St

Todzy the building is occupied by a
Severin-Diy Advenust group, and
the Pecples Temple is the target of
invesugeuions by Dist. Attv. John
Ven de Kamp and the Los Angeles
Poice Depariment

[ IOy JUS T SRS
L0E BWTY O LT Wi Ang\‘.‘.

e chure
wizgn and San Francis-

j» g

*
4

who was a member from the branch’s
founding in 1672 unul 1876. “Im
Jones was the most beautiful and lov-
ing mexn 1 had ever seen. He didni
even wart te kil flies”

A% in Sen Francisco, Jones set @
social weiiare programs. bul 2.0
hobncbbed with polincal leaders. he
zppeared several times with Mayor
Rradley, Li. Gov. Mervyn Dymally
and others.

Bt in late 1975, Mos, Mobiey said,
"2l of a sudcen it changed.”

Jones began o ral! against the
government, especially the Central
Tnieiligence Agency,and ig warm that
EoVernment agencies were seening 10
disrupt the tempie, skesald.

Securny at the church bectame
t:ehl, with guards patroiing  the
< and officials searching mem
i3 thev entered. :

“They wouid threaten you if you

didnt do what he said.” she recount-
ed. “They would scare you to death
and s2v you were going 1o die. say
vou had canzer of the lung.”

“]. was hizarre” she said. "He
wouid be 5o sweet one Lime, and 50
mean the next time. But when he de-
Inounced God. 1 had io get out | de-
'cided the man was sick.”

Vre Nohlev said she teft the Peo-
pies Temple in 1978, Other {crmes
members and reatives of members—
whn acked that their nemes not be
o —101g simiieT stories

The ¢:simiet attorpey s Imvesizelion
tems Trom & complaint by an eiceriy
ounle thal Jomes ang 1wo ast
coereed them inio seding the

1 & low price and g1ving TLest
proceets 10 the chureh.

couple, Vade B. Meodiogk. T
and &is 71-vear-old wife, &lzo filed
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civil suil in Lot Angeles Supenor
Courl. The suit i 2wailing tral.

Districl allorney's spokesmian Tom
\eDonald said the investigauon s
still very much alive and will con-
tinue Gespite Jenes reported death.”

in their suit. the Medlocks charged
that Jones toid them, "You wili either
s1gn these pepers or you will die. We
are not taking your property but Just
protectng it They said they seold
two houses for $130.000 and signec
over most of the proceeds 1o the Pec-
ples Temple.

The couple said Jones had begun
preseuring them in 1875 to "sell ali
they had. give alj proceeds from sugh
sales 1o Peoples Temple. and go com-
munal.”
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. Mariz Papapetrof, a self-descrned
spiritual counselor™ whe has heen

working with

disaffected members o7

the chireh, esumezied that severz

hundred Los Angeles membors re
main faithiul 10 Jones, -
5 Mrs. Mobley seid there mav b

czens.” bl oiher former membo-

gaid thev did not know how many

memnbers remain,
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Rédw_qod Heyday..

Redwood Valley,
Mendocino county

The oncethriving headquar-
ters of the People’s Temple in this
hamlet ten miles north of Ukiah is
now shuttered and empty.

The property, purchased by
the cult in 1965, has been for dale
since last year, when Jones led
many followers from San Francisco
to the People's Temple agricultural
settlement in Guyana.

Only a handful of temple ad-
herents remain. They operate Hap-
py* Acres Ranch, a care center for
the mentally handicapped a few
miles from the abandoned temple
headguarters.

Workers at the facility politely
refused to answer questions yester
day, saying they had been unable IL)
reach the cult's San Frandis¢
office by telephone for guidance.:|

"In its heyday here in the early
1170s, before People's Temple

m't)ved to San Francisco, the group
cl'timed 5000 members. Thousands
atiended weekend services in Red-
wood Valley at which Jones

ciaimed to raise people from the

dead and perform a variety of faith-
healing miracles.

Jones was widely respected in
Mendocino county, serving one

year on the grand jury.

In 1972, the church claimed to
operate a children’s home, three

valescent centers and threefol-
le I’e dormitories. }

l County authonties even]d’nen
undertook a series of inconclusive
investigatjons of charges-of-#iwal
beatings instde the church, flim-

1 Jones’ Abandongd Temple
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flamming of élderly temple adher-
enfsANT Viaims that Jonen-epshis
lieutenants were illegally placi
church adherents on county wal-

Iafe rolls. =~ - : ﬂ

{ The temple property here,

.wbiehﬁj_x_;c_ludes a church with a
huge swimming pool for both fecre-
mion and baptisms, and two sther
buildings, tas not been sold; 4 cvitd-
ing to local real estate sourcges,
because deed restrictions prohibit
conversion to commercial use.. |

The cult was apparently inbre
successful in selling an enormous
red brick church in Los Angeles,
which it purchased in 1972 . =

About a year ago, the Los
Jhngeles branch closed its doofls.
ast June, the building was sald:fo
1he Seventh-Day Adventist Ch‘ui‘&h
eportedly for $375,000. :

sttt Our Usnednpond: ———

-
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For five vears, the Rev. Jim Jones
ran a Peoples Temple branch near
downtown Los Angcles that flour-
ished briefly and attracted almost 2,-
members,

“ At first,” one former member told
he Times Monday, “it was a beauti-
ful thing.”

But over the years, former mem-

ers of the congregation said, the
eoples Temple dream went sour.

Jones turned from a preacher of in-
erracial harmony into a domineering
ult figure. Some members, angered
vy church demands that they turn
ver their homes and possessions,
uit. Others followed Jones to his
lantation in Guyana.

Last year, the former members
isaid, the branch moved out of iis
huge, Italian Renaissance style
chureh at 1366 5. Alvarado St. i

Seventh-Day Adventist group, and,

investigations by Dist. Atty. John
Van de Kamp and the Los Angeles
Police Department.

L The story of the Los Angeles Peo-
ples Temple—the church's third
branch, after Ukiah and San Francis-
co—follows the same strange patiern
as the other congregations.

“At first it was a beautiful thing,”
said Mrs. Fannie Mobley, a 65-year-
old Wilshire District grandmother
who was a member from the branch’s
founding in 1972 until 1976. “Jim
Jones was the most beautifu) and lov,
ing man T had ever seen. He didnt
even want 1o kill flies.” ol

Fl
Ac i Qan Franciern ont
A3 AL LD A'INIC}S\-U, Jﬁﬂ% oL 1.}!1“

social welfare programs, but also
hobnobbed with political leaders. He
appeared several times with Mayor
Bradley, Lt. Gov. Mervyn Dymally
and others. ;

But in late 1975, Mrs. Mobley said,
“all of a sudden it changed.”

Jones began to rail against the
government, especially the Central
Intelligence Agency. and to warn that
goyernmenl agencies were seeking ta

Eis,rupl the iel'ﬁple. she said.

Today the building is occupied by a:
the Peoples Temple is the target of.
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13 retarded moved from@mpleﬁe

Special to The Examiner

™ LU'KIAH. Mendocino County, —
'J irtcen retarded voung people
‘Mho had been undet the care of
Peoples Temple members in a state-
funded program near here have
been moved by state officials.

 David Loberg. director of the
department of developmental sers -
jces in the state Health Department.,

1 in touch with officials here and o
gaid it's necessary for the health
and welfare of the 13 that thev be
yemoved from Happy Acres. thed
Peoples Temple community in Red-
wood Valiev.

(Indicate page, nume of
newspaper, clly and state.}

Fears of deaths similar to those —
o&er the weekend at the Peoples
Tqmple compound in Guyvunz
“brpught out Mendocino County
ddputies to assist in the removal. ——

oy

.The effort to remove the peu -
e. aged 19 10 25, was postponed ¢ S.F.Examiner
peatedlv as state health officids

Wtudied the legal basis for remov.ng
em ' -

. Curt Firestone, regional admin.
istrator of the state health progran:.
safl he discussed the situation at
leggth with Bonnie Beck. an opera
tov of the home. and found her Date: 1i-22-75
“very understanding.” Edison: Final

“In essence, we've ¢losed their
prograni.” said Firestone. “But |
assume if no incidents ovcur within

|

8 werk or so the program will Tive:  RYLIURE
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Francois ‘appallad’ al sp’b‘r‘t
of Temple

(Indicate page, name of

Former Supervisor Terr\ newspaper, city and state.)

Francois has returned a piagre
naming him as the Sun Reporter
pewspaper's 1957 "man of tte
vear” 0 nuhlicha-— Fir (Carlton

STl LA, varitugl I
Goodlett.

A rift between the two long-
Jttme San Francisco black eommu.

- nigy leaders was apparent vester-
v dl!\ as Francois, who said he was

a]npalled by Goodlett's continued

;sdpport for the Rev. Jim Jones.
staged a small demonstration at
e newspaper's Turk Street busi-
ness office, —

Francois sait that Goodiett. a B
medical doctor. should have ¢ S.F.Examiner
warned the black community of -
phony claims of faith healing
made by Jones. Francok said
questionable practices aw Jones
Peoples Temple had been hrougtt —_—
to Goodlett's attention long befors
mweekend murders and mass

ides committed by members "
of Jones™ cult in Guyana. Dane: } z
Ediion: Final

i

b Goodlett denied Francois
charges. He said he referred those
who came 10 the him with com- e
fpimints ahout Pedpies Tempie to Tule: I Ladnd
district attorney’s office

‘--Gmdlennldthmmm

Y ‘lﬂ'(’ WLMM}& Churacter:
Mn o 5F 29-250

LIRS e W B R | B i 80
1n aC(eptmg the returned Submitting Office” §F

laque. Goodlett said, “You might
well return the waich that

me with it.”

Francois smiled. *That
5tQ _running vears zgo.” he
said. ' —
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i i guard, “I'm here to pick up my son.” A few minutes

Leonard Kravitz, 56, of Philadelphia, embraces son
Brian, 29, at the gate of Peoplgs.iemple here. later his son came out, hugged his father and got in
Kravm—-\‘.kme up to the gate yesterday and told a the car; they drove away together.

or SF 89-250
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Eﬂﬁor Loyalists at

newspapet, city and state.}

People S Temple

\.

\\ By George Wlllwmm

. 3, About 40 loyalists of Jim Jones —_
huddled in the spacious San Frin-
cisco People’s Temple yesterday
share an abundant Thanksgiviig
meal.

Several said they had retreated
in fright to the temple at Geary
.boulevard and Filimore street be- ! -_
‘cause, as well-known members of
.the church, they could not be safe
_in their own homes.

®  But once inside the temple
\hey were not free from the outside 4 8,F.Chronicle
-*vorld’s anger at the Jonestown
"f atrocities.
7
;-i Several times every hour, ne\ﬂ San Franc isco,Ca,
‘ threats and diatribes were tel ’
phoned in. 1‘ '

*] just answered one where the |
~caller said: ‘I assure you that
everyone in that building is going Date: 11-24~78
PPoun M) I NI g W PP I L n -
W HdVE LOEU LDIdUly lOown Out, o Py .
" temple spokeswoman said. Bdition: Home

“Other timnes they say, ‘Killed
any children lately? Things like i

that.” " Title:
" The spokeswoman said, “We | RYMURS
end up trying to be polite, and hang
‘up.“ ) Character:

Temple member Sandy Brad- or SF 89-250
shaw said, “We haven'T encouraged Classification: §9
memnbers to come here today.” Byt Submitting Office: SF*

» many came anyway, she said, °
seek “comfort in this time of

}sorrow“ and “the advantage df
round-the-clock police protec-
ion.”

Bradshaw said_“Frightened as

Bl DOJ



we are with_the police here, I can
barely imagine how bad it would
b. ve been without them. The police

ll:lvt,' WULI Yol Yy, vely L‘Ulllpdbb.lUu-
ate and very cooperative,”

¥ The people inside the temple
decided against conducting formal
services — "Just being together is

ﬂhnllﬂh " Bradshaw gaid adding
all, adGUing

brlghtly f

“But we're having the usual
Thanksgiving dinner.
dressing, sweet potato pie, all the *
trimmings. We're all a Iarop family
here, and we're just able to do 11;
because we support one another
and believe what we're doing.”

She and other templg members.::_ -

said they still disbelieve accounts
irom Guyana that Jones' followers
irst killed Congressman Leo Ryan
[md four members of his investiga-
ilve party and then proceeded, at

Jones' behest, to commit mass
suicide

“We don’t condone what hap-
pen. We condemn it,” said a San
Francisco member. “But we think

there's a lot more to this than meets
the PVP “P dnn'l hltu u.}\n

ral'’s oepn

said so far, we don't buy it at all| It
Just doesn't jive. It isn’t consistemt
with our beliefs.”

e haosan

L

Some temple members specu-

l:tad that dnfnﬂ tnre from tha N
l l\r\‘ LG AL LULO AWl ‘4‘1: Lull-,

would be defectors, engineered
thb attack on Ryan's group because
the congressman allegedly had
found conditions-ee-dorfestown to

Turkey, .

be better tiramr<Uissidents had re-
ported. '
They also felt they are being

“gat "p” for attacks hecause of

various reports of “hit squads”
intent on killing tempie defectors
and U.S, officials.

“People out there seem to be !
getting the idea that they can'
justify ‘getting us’ before we sup-
posedly get them,” one member
said. .

T member Leona Collier
added: “Thls is an alarmlst type of
thing. I think this is a setup to have
us killed by outside lunatics.”

amn 'In
e

“Don't get the idea there was a
hit squad. That's ridiculous,” said

June Crym, a seven-year temple
member.

Crym, leimpee—iawyer Lharles
Garry and other took reporters op.a
tour of the San Francisco temple
yeslerday morning.. \

Pictures of Jones and religioud
symbols were absent from the
white, brick-trimmed interior walils.

Temple spokeswoman Jean
Bm.wn said the congregation is
determined to carry on without
Jones. “After all” she said, “we
have been getting along (in San
Francisco} without kim for a year
and a half.”

But no temple members on
hand yesterday felt prepared to
estimate how many loyal membi[rs
remained in Northern California

Archie lijames, who lostia

daugfi‘.f;; and grapdchildren among

other rela‘ﬁves in Jonestown,



boyes

Oeipew cunguct e tonr,

" “Pm not edfBarrassed about

deing called the People’s Temple,”
.James said. *“The way we act and
Lehave, Pm convinced, will make
all the differepce in how people
view us.”

Meanwhile, fhanksgiving serv-_
ices in churchesfall across the c:ty'\'
became memorials for thelt

hundreds who died in Guyana. ot
Supervisors Ella Hill Hutch and

h

Quentin Kopp and State Senator

Milton Marks were among those
delivering emotion-filled eulogies
at El-Bethel Baptist Church just a
few blocks from Peopie’s Temple.
Those services were coordinated by
the Baptist Pastors Council of San
francisco and Vicinity.

"We are not here to criticize,
not to condemn,hveell said. “It's

.

s

Lawyer Charles

Parks, surrounded | ' at Thanhglving
mrounded by othe st members, wept ot & Thankighine

been 50 difficult for all of us
because we ha-u:ﬁ‘understood no
one can understand .

“It all seems like a dreaut. a
nightmare.” 3

Kopp called it a “a time of
mourning, a time of sympathy that
all of us feel for our fellow human
beings who were part of a carnage
that calls to mind the holocaust of
the Hitlerian days of the 1930s and
1940s.”

But Kopp also saw reason to
“rejoice in the fact that we have
leaders in our religious communizg
assembled here who are not faijp
prophets.” \

Marks said, “We're buma‘l&
beings . . . We cannot comprehend
fully all that human beings do or do
not do . . . We must judge not, lest

that we be judged ourgelves.”

Day press conference at People’s Temple

the temple, is at right.

S Yark T
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‘By Art Barris
¥ Wistinriow Fost Sral! Wrtter

.The volence deep in o South Amer-
Axan jungle that ended Saturday with
the glaughter of hundreds was not an
- molated ewent, but the bloody elimax
"to a Rirtory of threats and terror
“wwirling arovad the Peoples Temple
-and it charixmatic lasder, the Rev.
8 Jopes. '

Toe religiovs group's tactics of per
raaxlon raczed from masy jetterwrit-
ing eampaigns wnd anonvmous, late-
wight talephone cails to reporters and
pditors warning of unspecified conse-
: quences that would foliow unwanted
g publicity, to ritual beatings of mem-
’ bers and goon squads dispatched to
; bﬁ:;nua.nywho sought to leave the
E But whst began with 1 few letters
- to San Francisco publications and
other tactics of intimidation, ended

g in the Guyanese jungle and an FB] in
wasrtiration ints a2 renoried Peoples

Temple pizr to Kdnap high U.S. gov-
sroment olfixials in cags Jones was ar
rested In Guysna

The alleged kicnap plot, rever]ed to
- FBI! agepnt; Sunday by & number of

. writh apparent mam sucide-murders 6

p—

i ¢ gurrent acd former temple members,’
r apmcapt!s i o+ s:atingency plan

thit wuz n-ver m_;icmented.
*Ibe alisgations &re pot garbage™
Charles B. MceKinnon, special agent in

. eharge ¢! Ban Francisco's FB] office,
VY sald wharn sared chn' "&H{hmh h.

- gave the reports. *“The {nformation we
bave i5 reliable. Whether we'll be able

- to prove It In eourtu another mat-

. ter”

-+ Buch thrests to his constituents
lad Rep, Leo J. Ryan (D-Callf) a 53
year . 0ld Californla Demomf..- to
travel to the Peoples Temple jungle
sgricultural settlement in Gauyana

« to investigate whether Americans

were being beld against thelr will

Ryan bimself had beer threatened
In fact the eorgressmen who Wil

killed for his eticrts, rece!tvvd a tale-

pam from Guyana, wag “openly

1 bortile™ to his vislt uid Dl.n Cook, 2
congressional investigator and close
personal friend of Ryas's. Cook sald
ma_n received an unfriendly letter
trom Peoples Templs attorney Mark

- P T

@ples Temp]

—._. -

- Lane before the trip. Ryan went snyway.

. *He knew he would not be welcomed
with open arms, but he certainly didn’t
etpect suck a semeleu thing as this”
Cook said .

Joner, 2 ﬂambo:mt leader 'bo of-
ten barped on fears of harrassment of
his chu.rch by unnamed ecemies, Went
30 {ar a5 to arTange phony sssasxing-
tion attempts on his own life, say cult
members. A speech by Jones would be
interrupted by the crack of

- and he would anncunce that people

were trying to K1) him.

“Paranoid” is the term some former
members use to deacribe the man who
naed ritual spankings and “boxing
oaiches” to discipline followers, Re-
ports reached the United States of an
elderly woman being kpocked uncon-
scious nt obe such session in the jun-

’ gle commune. Jopes also exhorted

ecult members to spy on one another,
fortner members claim,
It was the practice of the 45-yoarold

$asder to pay visdts to would-be oritics

..with his attorney, & public relations

man and & large, imposing squad of
. bodyguards. They would be 'urlng

é ‘dark-blue suits and sunglasses. f

It was just such 2 “goon squad™ that
visited the offices of New West maga-
zine as it wis preparing an Grticle
critical of Jones and the Peoples
Temple for publication In August 1977

“They threalened ns with libel sujts
I! we printed the story,” said Wew

=z adlias Daaclf. EFodais

"BIl uecuuv: SUIW [OSALIE WIHIEDY
in s telephone- interview yesterday.
*The article described faked faith heal-
ings by Jopes, members being forped
to turn over thelr property to the
chureh, ritual beatings, shady fisan-
els! maneuverings and 2 creed that re-
quired total obedience to Jones.

Former members of the cult
quoted In the article as saying t
member:t had been intimidated ipto
signing powers of attorney to Peoples

Temple and signing false confessidns

to such erimer »» child moliestation, us
ways of preveuun: them tom deiwt-
AnE. N

No sult was filed apainst the l:ua-
gine by the eult, but Wright sald dhe

resetved midnight phone calls warp

ing ber not to publish the article, I
Members of the cult wers ubantd

A

. 1/
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to deluge New Wer and sther pubh"
cations erttical of their lesder with |
hundreds of latters Before the I.rt.!cle
© appeared, calls jammed New West
switchhoards In Esn 2rancisco and
Los Argeles, sajd Wright who moved
from ber bouss and sent ber children
into biding.
Such tactics had tucce-eaed ™ }uv
© img tbs articie killed by a former edi
tor, and had lotimidated San Fran-
l"'clsco Cbronicle reporter Julie Smith
“to the polnt that she turned ber pro-
" #le of Jopes into “a goddamn walen-
tine,” she ays. - S
“It was so distressing”™ Smith zald
‘at the time, *Just this vast thing com-
_ing at you All the letters, all the
phone cxlly, al! this murmuring from
people in high places. What happened
it my cese was that [ ended up being
ecompletely ineffectusl”

L

Under prodding from Jones. bum-

pssgmen, vivie leaders and politicians

weighed in to0 emphasize the free

ments and community programs that

the Peoples Temple brought iote the

iargely black Filimore District It sras
" b impressive show of foroe. -

me wrring amother 'k it
Jones poured into the San Frapcisco
Examiner sfter the newspaper'pub-
¢ lished an article dslving into Jones’
r activities, and the paper ~received

“¥hreats of démonstrations by members

-t the eult The 1ife of the paper's edi-
- tor and publisher, Begy Murphy, who

#ad been kidnaped pevera) years 2go
. and held for $700,000 ‘pamtom By a

right-wing terrorist, was threatened
- again yesierday, sald 4 source close
. to the paper. The threat was believed
v 40'be frgm someone eonnected wlt.h
-, Jones group. )

. Mysterious ﬂslton. nnu]u in her
home and thrests aguinst her family
- have also haunted freslance reporter
*Kathy Hunter of Ukdah, Callf, =dnce
she returned from a futﬂe attempt to
.T4nterview Jones in Guyana
- Her trip last May turned into a2
" nightmare when fires broke out in ad-
< joining roorns of her guarters. Upon
a-returning home, she was conftonted

y three men ia ber living room and
nrned ‘%ot 10 write anything more

’lboui Peoples Tgmple.

- - d

~: ,'7\
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