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THE FOLLOWING ARE A SELECTION OF EXCERPTS
FROM STATEMENTS MADE IN RECENT DAYS BY A
WIDE VARIETY OF CIVIC, COMMUNITY, AND RE~-

LIGIOUS LEADERS IN RESPONSE TO A SENSATION-
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MERVYN M. DYMALLY, Lieutenant Governor, California:

Not surprisingly, the metropolitan media have singled
out Peoples Temple for scrutiny and criticism. This unusual
attack on the Church is the cause of great concern and anguish
among the friends of Peoples Temple. However, I am pleased to
report that those of us who have loocked at the great work of
Pastor Jim Jones will continue to have strength in our commit-

“ ment to him., My former colleagues in the state legislature and

Mayor of San Francisco, George Mosccone, who has given much assis-
tance, has continued to express confidence in the Rev Jim Jones.
The Chairperson of the Legislative Black Caucus and its members
are strong in their support of the Peoples Temple and, so is

the President of the National Newspaper Publishers Association
(Black Press of America), Carlton Goodlett,

WILLIE I,, BROWN, JR., California State Assembly:

I have represented thousands of peovle in the metropolitan
area where the headguarters of Rev. Jim Jones' church, Peoples
Temple, is located, and I am very familiar with the outstanding
work his organization has done in service to society. Rev. Jim
Jones is one of the most principled voices for social justice
in the nation, and he has been instrumental in providing forceful
leadership in developing practical sclutions to serious urban
problems, such as crime, drug abuse, and neglect of the elderly.
Because he is an extremely effective leader in the arena of social
progress, Jim Jones has been the object of some malicious attacks
from various individuals who {out of personal vindictiveness,

racism, and other despicable motives) have mounted a smear campaign.
This r-amn:-n an has been dencounced h\r nroaressive comminitvy leaders
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and publlc officials who are worklng effectively for the interest
of blacks and other minority people in our scociety.

DONNETER E. LANE. Executive Director, San Francisco Council
of Churches:

It is a privilege that I/we have the opportunity to express
a word of concern for the Christian ministry of the Rev. Jim
Jones and the members of Peoples Temple (Disciples of Christ)
here in the city of San Francisco and throughout the state of
California.

It appears that persons who contribute to humanity the
human needs, find themselves in controversial situations, usually
marked by misinformation and unsound reasoning. Rev. Jones has
contributed to San Francisco and to the needs of the underprivi-
ledged and oppressed. He has not done this alone, but Wwith the
concern and co-operation of people who are disciples of Christ,
in every sense of the word.

Throughout Christendom there have always been those who
rejected those who would be followers of Christ. The Scriptures
say "feed the hungry = clothe the naked - heal the sick." (He
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has the spiritual gift of healing and provisions provided for
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those seeking help.)

Francisco Council of Churches Board of Directors since be-
coming a member. His members have shown concern in the issue
related to Council work. Theirs is a true spiritual commit-
ment and voluntarily rendered. Rev. Jim Jones' philosophy is

a challenge to the citizens of San Francisco and especially to
Christians who are not committed to the Christian dectrines.
7 I/we have the honor and privilege to speak for one

from our community and a member of the San Francisco Council
of Churches.

CRISTINA VASQUEZ, National Representative, Equal Rights Congress:

To many peovle in this country, as well as throughout the
world, your church and what you stand for has meant hope and
justice. But what is more important, that hope has become &
reality.

I for one have seen the fruits of your work and have seen
that you practice what you teach. There is no doubt in my mind
that when an issue of justice or human rights has come to your
attention, you have always responded in every way possible to
help.

T wnnld 1ila &~
4 WL ARAS

Owrvace - ik A
a1l to express tha t rages me to

CuLilayc o

gee what the news media is doing, it does not surprise me. In

my life I have always seen that we are always played against each
other —-- church against church, blacks against latinos, latinos
against blacks, every minority and working people blaming each
other for their failures and problems beacuse that way they

can keep us apart and not see that the real problems is between
those who have and those who don't.

I would like...to do whatever little we can to show the
media and whoever is trying to discredit your work that as long
as we live we will not stand for anybody trying to destroy any
of our honest, hard working leaders that are fighting for our

-t oy
rigncs.

REV. NORMAN E. LEACH, Program Administrateor, San Francisco
Council of Churches:

I am writing to express my concern for the work which
the. Rev. Jim Jones and the members of his Peoples Temple
(Disciples of Christ} perform in the Name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. As happens all too frequently, when someone actually
attempts to live out the commandments of the Christian Gospel,
there is adverse reaction from the non-Christian community-.

And even, sometimes, from within that community.

Peoples Temple in San Francisco has recently found itself
under attack from a few persons who were former members, in
addition to a few others who wish to discredit the work and
ministry of Peoples Temple - for whatever their motives. I do
not attempt to understand or to speak to the motives behind these
actions; however, I can and will speak to my observations as to
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the ministry of the Rev. Jim Jones and his congregation,

Peoples Temple offers a tremendous witness to the Gospel
of liberation and justice within our community. Judges refer
young people to Peoples Temple for rehabilitation programs.
They also offer services in training for youth around such
skills as carpetry, printing, broadcasting, electronics, auto
mechanics, tutoring, etc. All of these are vital ministry
with the people of this city. This type of ministry fulfills
a great need which otherwise would have to be met by the city's
Social Services and other agencies were it not for church
groups like the Peoples Temple.

ART AGNOS, California Legislature, Majority Whip:

Recently in San Francisco a number of people have begun
to attach a political meaning to the work carried on by the
Rev. Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple.

As a politician, I am aware from firsthand experiences
that the leadership and congregation of Peoples Temple carry
out exceptional public service activities without partisan
political cvertones.

While it is truc that their religious beliefs reqguire
active participation in issues confronting the community
such as supporting in large numbers the tenants of the Inter-
national Hotel, 99% of all the work done by Peoples Temple is
in service to the elderly, poor families, and troubled youth.
On many occasions I have referred destitute people to Peoples
Temple for help and they all have received it.

It is most unfortunate that some people in San Francisco
feel threatened by this very simple organization and philosophy
of service.

JOSEPH E. HALL, President, San Francisco Branch, NAARCP:

I am writing to let you know about the cutstanding work
of the Peoples Temple here in the San Francisco community. Rev.
Jim Jones has been a friend to hundreds of youth in the city,
and his church has rehabilitated many from drug use, helped
young people out of legal difficulty and anti-social patterns,
and brought out the finest potential in people who were held
back due to the hardships and oppression of their lives. He
has established tutorial and educational programs, opportunities
for youth to receive free job training, and legal and medical
services for the indigent. His church has taken in senicr
citizens cast aside by their relatives, and children abendoned
by parents and unwanted by agencies. He has provided a wholesome
environment where people are accepted and made to feel needed
and productive regardless of race, sex, age or educational
or religious background.
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ENOLA D. MAXWELL, Executive Director, Portrero Hill Neighborhood
House:

I have known the Reverend Jim Jones of the Pecoples Temple for
ten years. During the years I have known him I have never heard it
said that he turned down a person or organization in need, regard-
less of race, color or creed.

- In my opinion his ministry best exemplified the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ: What is the need, and what can I
do to help.

For this Jesus Christ and Martin Luther King were perse-
cuted, and many others were condemned without having done
any evil.

I have been following with great interest the vituperative
and defamatory attacks against you and the Pecples Temple which
have appeared in New West magazine and, more recently, reprinted
in the Mendocino Grapevine. I recently saw the July 21 editorial
in the Sun-Reporter.

I initially met you in my capacity as attorney for Dennis
Banks. At the time of our first meeting his wife, Ka-Mook, was
incarcerated in Kansas under a $20,000 bail. The defense fund
was virtually non-existent and the possiblity of Ka-Mock obtaining
bail was slim indeed. Then you and the Tewple stepped forward out
of the goodness of your heart and produced virtually the entire
bail for Ka-Mook. This put her in the position of being free
to help prepare our defense., Today, we got the wonderful news
that the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
in San Francisco held that the government's case against her
must be dismissed. If you did not provide the bail, she would
have had to sit in jail for about two years until she was
ultimately vindicated, and instead of being free to be with her
family and small babies. If I knew nothing else about you, this
would be sufficient for me to sing your praises to every available
ear. However, after our initial meeting I was so impressed with
your good works that I started to do my own "investigation.”
Everyone spoke in the most glowing terms of you, the Temple,
and the work that you have performed. You have consistently
articulated the position of the underdog and provided the
support necessary to stand up to overwhelming governmental
attack. In so many cases you and the Temple made the crucial
difference in the ability to withstand these attacks.

I am not a Christian and for many years have felt strongly
about the hypocrisy of so many who called themselves "christians.'
It is only upon coming in contact with the Peoples Temple that I
was able to start to reappraise this opinion and realize-that there
were people who did take their professed religion seriously
and who, in fact, did live up to what I would like to believe
being a Christian means.

SN Yt

e T T I T T eI M T YA et el o i e 7 S PR T  =  TbT T AT Tk



JERRY S. GARDNER, Licensed Clinical Social Worker (Mendocino Cty.):

I wish to take this opportunity to express my dismay with
recent articles being published in loczl newspapers and by New
West magazine, regarding the Rev. Jim Jones and Peoples Temple
Church.

- I have known Rev. Jones for over seven years and have
found him to be an honest, reverent, and Christian example

‘in.our community.

Temple members have been licensed by the State of California
to provide care and supervision for the mentally ill and develop-
mentally disabled. These Temple members have always been above
reproach and among the most capable of providers. State evaluations
of these facilities conducted in 1972 will bear this out.

It is unfortunate that such an exemplary man and organization
must be subject to this sort of yellow journalism.

HOWARD WALLACE, Gay Action/Labor Committee:

I have read articles attacking Rev. Jim Jones and People's
Temple in the last two issues of NEW WEST magazine. You may
already know that this magazine was recently purchased by an
Australian publisher notorious for his scandal-mongering and
yellow journalism. It is with concern that the many good works
of Peoples Temple continue uninterrupted that I am now writing.

For many years now, I have been a socialist and a trade
unionist, an anti-war organizer and active supporter of the
Black, Latino, feminist and gay movements in the United States.
In that time I have witnessed a host of smear campaigns against
all these movements. Peoples Temple is only the latest victim.

They are now an object of right-wing attacks because they
practice what they preach-~solidarity with the oppressed and
exploited of the earth, The Temple's consistent struggle on behalf
of democratic rights and against social and economic inequality
is without parallel, even in San Francisco, historically a
center of progressive movements. I am one of many thousands
in this city who take pride in counting Rev. Jim Jones and
Peoples Temple among my friends.

I write on behalf of Unity Foundation in reference to the
good works of the Pecples Temple organization. Here in San
Francisco these selfless Christians have brought help and
happiness to countless thousands with their free offering of
food, medical care, education, job training, drug rehabilitation,
legal counseling, and spiritual guidance....It has beerr our
delight to work with Pecoples Temple, whose honesty and credibility
we have found impeccable.
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E. ROBERT WALLACH, Attorney-at-law:

As a matter of introduction, I am a past president of the
Bar Association of San Francisco (1975), a professor of law
at Hastings College of the Law and Consultant to the Dean at
that school. I am a lawyer in active private practice. I do
not belong to Peoples Temple and my only contact with them
has been as a result of our shared interests in a variety of
community projects in this city.

I have had an opportunity to meet and talk at length with
Rev. Jim Jones, examined fully the services and programs of
the Peoples Temple and know their reputation in this community
in a variety of sources.

In all respects, the Peoples Temple makes a major contri-
bution to the social wellbeing of this city, particularly among
the disadvantaged, minorities and disabled within our community.
Those individuals who often find it difficult to assemble support
for their position as they seek to obtain lawful and appropriate
rights from our society find a strong and giving ally in Reverend
Jim Jones and those with whom he works.

ALBERT E. KAHN, Author, Journalist:;

I became acquainted with Rev. Jim Jones more than a year
ago and in the intervening period I have been much impressed
with the assistance he has given to the peace movement in this
area, to Chilean political refugees who have settled in the
region, and to the care and welfare of underprivileged citizens,
not only among his own followers but also in the general community.

It is my opinion that in all likelihood the present charges
being made against him are, besides sensational journalism, in
part the result of work of agents provocateurs operating within
his organization, and I hope that in the future there will he
concrete evidence of this probability.

MICHAEL R. SNEDEKER, Attorney-at-law, Prisoners Union:

I believe their church (Peoples Temple) is one of the
most important organizations in California. It combines strongly
progressive social policies with a spirituality that makes our
common humanity felt rather than simply known as an abstraction.
The shortcomings of pure politics is precisely that it does
not have content. The limits of pure spirituality are that it
removes people from the world rather than connecting them with
it. It seems to me that their efforts to combine the material
and the spiritual into real existence, to effectively recognlze
the humanity of all races and ages, to realize the capab111t1es
OI EVEI'YDOGY, to taxe care OI eacn UCIIEI anu to CEKG IBSPUHbJ.”
bility for the world in which they live, follows the grain of
what must be done to build a fully human world.

I have attended their services, the first over ten years
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ago in a remote rural section of California where I worked

as a researcher and therapist in a large mental hospital.
Their services are a unique blend of joyous music, intensely
focused concern for suffering individuals, and attacks on

the injustice that is part and parcel of our social order.

I have known members of the church and one who left the church;
he -was a former drug addict who felt that he had gained
immeasurably by his association with the Peoples Temple. I have
also followed their work on behalf of people who were being
unjustly treated and seen their efforts to unify the poor and
dispossesed of this country into an effective force. They are
a warm, energetic, and progressive grouvn of people.

CHARLES BRIODY, Bay Area Ecumenical Committee of Concern
for Chile; Former National Chairperson of the Presidential
Campaign for Dr. Benjamin Spock:

I hope that you understand that the media attack on Rev.
Jones is part of what appears to be a coordinated right wing
propaganda offensive aimed at dividing working people that
currently is sweeping our country and is characterized by
a resurgence of the Nazi Party, Ku Klux Klan, anti-Semitic
"New Right" and racist organizing -~ in a period of extreme economic
crisis when such periods classically appear in many capitalist
societies.

Knowing of the internationally coordinated fascist plot
which overthrew the government of Salvador Allende in Chile, I
cannot but be sensitive to the totally contrived and subversive
nature of the media smears against this exemplary man, Jim
Jones.

JOE JOHNSON, San Francisco:

I have been active in community programs in the San
Francisco area for over forty years. I am a member of long
standing in the I.L.W.U. - Longshoreman's Union, the Third
Baptist Church and a Deputy Mayor of the City. I am well
acquainted with the activities of Peoples Temple Church and with
the integrity and character of its pastor, Reverend Jim
Jones.

Concerning them I say without gualification that this
church has been second to none in preventing crime in the
city. They have donated thousands of dollars to city-sponsored
fund drives for the purpose of creating summer jobs for youth
and programs for cultural enrichment. -

Too often clever and cynical newswriters, skilled in the
art of withering sarcasm and satire can capture the imagination
of people, take statements viclently out of context and create
an atmosphere where violence and harassment result.

On two occasions that I know of, this church has been
burned, its members physically attacked, its youngsters
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attending school humiliated and terrorized. In spite of
these discouraging incidents Peoples Temple has remained
a vital force for decency and dignity for us all.

The article printed by New West and others are typical
of the forced of evil who would destroy a good thing.

I am very honored to be acquainted with the Reverend Jim
Jones and the congregation of Peoples Temple located in San
Francisco, California. Rev. Jones' church is located in one
of the lower socio-economic areas of San Francisco. His
membership seems to consist of members of all races creeds
and colors. Rev. Jones and his congregation have done so
much for young people who, otherwise, would be wasting their
lives away. The Peoples Temple also has excellent programs for
senior citizens, excellent health programs, and other programs
too numerous to mention.

CONNIE WILLIAMS, Owner, "Connie's Restaurant;" President of
West Coast Caribbean Association:

I am writing to express my feelings about Jim JOnes
and the Peoples Temple. This church, for many years, has
been a refuge for literally thousands of poor people, mainly
black but consisting of all racial backgrounds in the country.
Because Jim Jones has boldly defended the rights of the
poor and oppressed in this racist society, he has suffered
but dangerous, as you might well imagine, to stand for
egalitarian principles in our society. This automatically
results in attacks by reactionary forces. But Jim Jones
has always remained undaunted, and, in the face of it all,
has proceeded with his work.

ALEXANDRA HUNTER, Ph.D., Day Treatment Director, Westside
Community Mental Health Center:

I am writing in support of the Peoples Temple and their

community projects. As you may have heard, certain self-serving

media persons, seeking fortune and fame for themselves, are
using the Temple and Reverend Jones as the means to their
goal. i

I am a resident of the Western Addition as well as‘a
director of a mental health program in this area. I am very
aware of the services provided by the Peoples Temple to both
young and old, mainly minority persons of our community. These
services would not be available otherwise.
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PHILIP MARTIN, Attorney-at-law:

Although I have no personal official association with
Peoples Temple, I am familiar with its work in this city. It
is an unusual and unique organization, which puts religious
principles into practice by working on the day-to-day problems
of the people in this community. Its programs in child care,
legal aid, housing, and rehabilitation enjoy and outstanding
reputation. The people I have met from the Temple have been
unfailingly curteous, enthusiastic, and public-spirited.

Recent attempts to smear the Temple here in San
Francisco are, as far as I can tell, without any foundation
in fact,

JOAN A, BRANN (wife of the late Franklyn Brann}:

I am a member of San Francisco's black community.

Rev. Jones is being maligned by the press. This man
is sincerely committed to the poor, the elderly, and to those
whose spirits have been worn down by the vicissitudes of
racism.

Rev. Jones and his congregation were a great source of
comfort to me in a time of painful crisis in my own life. His
response to those of us who asked for his help goes far
beyond any ordinary call of duty.

YVONNE S. GOLDEN, Co-ordinator, Opportunity II High School;
President, Black Teachers Caucus:

The vendetta against Reverend Jim Jones is not a new
story. History is replete with examples of the persecution
of those who challenge the status quo. At one level, Rev.

Jim Jones should feel a sense of pride in being immersed into
the ocean of a most distinguished community of humanity ---
where justice, and not expediency, is the good to be pursued;
where the legitimate interest of the many, and not the whim
of the few, is the mandate of the day; where truth, and not
consistency, is the goal to be achieved, and where courage is
one of the exacting prices for peace of mind,

No less a stalwart than Martin Luther King found his
entry into the so-called political arena by speaking out
against the U.S, involvement in the Vietnam war, and invoked
the absolute wrath of the well organized army of apologist of
the status guo. Only the blind, the deaf, the dumb and the
apologists fail] to see the compulsive realtionship between
the latest avalanche of inconsistencies, half-truths, and
outright lies against the Rev. Jim Jones and the upcoming
elections in San Francisco.

We who support Rev. Jim Jones will continue to stand by
him. We find solace in the eloguence of Thomas Paine:

"Tyranny, like hell, is not easily
conquered; yet we have this consol-
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ation with us, that the harder the
conflict, the more glorious the tri-
umph, *

CARLTON B. GOODLETT, Ph.D., M.D., Publisher of the Sun Reporter,
"~  President of the National Newspaper Publishers Association
(Black Press of America):

Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple represent some of the
most invigorating and challenging religious organizations to ap-
pear in California in recent years....In attempting to use the
moral force of Christianity in dealing with man-made problems
that bedevil, haunt and dehumanize the social order, Jones
has created a cyclone where formerly the political leaders,
economic scoundrels, and even impotent religious leaders have
failed the very foundations of their ethics, and their leadership
mantles have been rent, torn asunder, leaving those pompous
pseudo leaders naked and to be viewed as the hypocrites that
they have been for decades.

An institution that feeds the poor, houses the homeless,
rescues young and 0ld from the wretchedness of despair and
drug addiction, marshals the political potential of a people,
and husbands the economic pittance of the poor masses into a
powerful instrument for justice, freedom, and egquality,
while b uu.l.J.u.Lug a j'LiSL and humane SGCiety, oy its very nature will
have many enemies hidden, lurking in the shadows of greed, ig-
norance, neurosis and hallucinations. If such an institution
becomes powerful, then it must expect its enemies to become
powerful, While the New West article was intended to defame

and dismember and deter an increasing band of followers of

rhricstian athicrs +tha groat noncaeihbhilitiog arese tharse that
Lnristian eItnilcs, e greac posSs101.i17les are Thoere Tiatl

the story will boomerang, and that which they seek to destroy

out of this momentary irritation will become a potent antidote

to the hopelessness and despair that permeate the masses....Surely
many good men and women of courage, steadfastness, and fundamental
belief in the power of the organized masses will see in Jim Jones
and Pegples Temple not a comet that momentarily lights up the
darkness, but another reminder of the meanings of Edmund Burke's
prophetic words, uttered before the birth of the nation 200

years ago: "All that is necessary for evil in the world to tri-

umph is for good men to do nothing."
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STATEMENTS ABOUT REV, JIM JONES AND
THE PEOPLES TEMPLE
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GOVERNMENTAL AND POLITICAL LEADERS:

1 am grateful . . . for .. . the work of the Pecples Temple Christian Church in defending the
First Amendment guarantees of freedom of the press, in managing the drug program. and in

running the ranch for handicapped children. Kiowing of the congregations deep involvement
in the major social and Constitutional issues of sur country . . . is a great inspiration to me."

Walter F. Mondale

“Those who are most familiar with the works cf Peoples Temple and of your pastor, Mr.
Jim Jones, speak gowingly of the numerous so ial programs your church has established in
meeting every type of human need. Your com nitment and compassion, your humanitarian
principles, and your interest in protecting indiv.dual liberty and freedom have made an outstand-
ing contribution to furthering the cause of human dignity.”

Joseph A. Califano, Jr.

Secretary of Health, Education

and Welfare

“You and the other members of the congregation are to be commended for your work to
aid young people and for your commitment to reach out beyond the walls of the church to
make Christianity a meaningful part of all aspects of modern life.”

Mervyn M. Dymally

Lieutenant Governor
State of California

“It is indeed encouraging to me to find that citizens such as yourself remain deeply com-
mitted to the vital freedoms which the First Amendment guarantees, and are sensitive to
governmental actions which erode them.”

Sam Ervin, Jr.
United States Senator

“ _..it is only through the hard work and commitment of persons like yourself and those
in your church that our great social problems will finally be overcome. Let me express my
heartiest approval, then, for the efforts you and your friends are making in your community.”

Warren Magnusen
United States Senator

*

“Brotherhood and equality have long been pursued by those seeking a newer world. Contri-
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butions by groups such as the Peoples Temple serve 1c keep these goals in sight and bring
them ever closer to reality.”

Philip A. Hart
United States Senator

" Tt is always good to hear that the spirit of the American people is still as vibrant and

generous as ever. FPastor Jones seems to be a credit to your community, and I hope his
good works continue to play an important powe - in the continued well being of your
area. Citizen power has always been one of my watchwords, and 1 am glad to see it in
action.

The work of Reverend Jones and his congregation is testimony to the positive and truly
Christian approach te dealing with the myriad problems confronting our society today.”

Hubert H. Humphrey
United States Senator

*] also welcome hearing of the fine work of vour church, and the many projects which
your congregation has undertaken, both on a community and a national level.”

Henry M. Jackson
United States Senator

“The Peoples Temple Christian Church sounds almost too good to be true . . . . | cannot
praise its membership too highly. Yourare truly practicing Christians in the finest sense.”
Mike Gravel

United States Senator

“The Reverend Jim Jones has taken to heart the Biblical injunction, "faith without works

is dead.” He has tramslated his commitment to action. He has worked to alert others to the
injustices which exist in our society and he has worked tirelessly with those who seek w
correct these injustices

Let me express my heartiest approval of the efforts you and the other members of your
church are making to help the less fortunate in our community.”

Phillip Burton
United States Congressman

“Let me commend your pastor, Jim Jones, for the dedication he is showing to his community

- Jp—] —y P - a2 smlbas am mamebace of hic amama- fmm T
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Ronald V. Dellums
United States Congressman
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“] only wish there were more like the people of Peoples Temple Christian Church.”

Don Edwards
United States Congressman

. *“Tapplaud your defense of the First Amendment {of the U. S. Constitution with regard

- to Freedom of the Press) and commend your Pastor, Jim Jones,for his actions in this matter.”
R. Eckhardt

United States Congressman

“Please pass on my commendation to Pastor Jones and the members of his Church for their
Christian service to the commuity and to our country.”

Jonathan Bingham
United States Congressman

I enjoyed reading about the jouuney that the members of the Peoples Temple made. My
congratulations to all the members of your congregation for setting a fine example for the
rest of the nation in your dedication to humane ideals. I especially admire Pastor Jones for
his ability to envision and lead these efforts. He has done a great deal 1o foster the spirit
of brotherhood both in individuals in the congregation and in the rest of the community.”

Leo T. McCarthy
Speaker of the Assembly
California State Legislature

**] have had the great pleasure of knowing a leader with tremendous character and integrity
Jim Jones, who is the founder of a large movement called Peoples Temple. The members
come from virtually every racial, religious, and socio-economic background. Rev. Jones is
reagrded among government officials, civic and religious leaders, and particularly the black
community and working class people, with utter respect for what he has done to upgrade
the quality of life in our area and to bring greater health and well-being to thousands of
poor, minority, and disadvantaged people.

Rev. Jones influence for progressive change among the citizenry has been extremely impress-
jve. His ministry, in addition to wideranging programs that reach out to every type of hurman
. need, also puts out its own newspaper to well over half a million people in.this area alone.”

Willie L. Brown, Jr.
California State Assembly

“Ninety-nine percent of all the work done by Peoples Temple is in servie to the elderly,
poor families, and troubled youth, On many occasions I have referred destitute people to
Peoples Temple for help and they all received it."

Art Agnos
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“I am personally acquainted with Pastor Jim Jones and the remarkable services of his
congregation . . . [ am particularly enthusiastic about his program because it shows what
the volunteer sector can do with dedicated individuals and it is an extraordinary argument
against those who would adopt the view that the government can effectively respond to
the social needs of our nation. It is fair to say that Reverend Jones and Peoples Temple
epitomize giving of self and service to others.” '

Don H. Clausen
- Unites States Congressman

“This inter-racial church is well knowm for a host of splendid and effective projects which
help people, including drug rehabilitation, senior citizen homes, convalescent-type homes,
animal shelters, frae legal asxistance, and emergency services. The membership includes
lawyers, nurses, teachers, community workers, factory and agricultural workers, and others
who have committed lives to serving others. They are highly industrigus, work well with

other groups, and do good without seeking recognition for it.”

George E. Brown, Jr.
United States Congressman

“1 was most impressed to hear of the good works your church is doing. You are showing
the kind of commitment to social justice which our nation so desperately needs.”

Bella S. Abzug
United States Congresswoman

“Your pastor, Reverend Jim Jones, and your church certainly deserve commendation for
the manner in which you exemplify a commitment to the precepts in which you believe.
It is easier to claim belief in any religious faith than to actually live by them and your
accomplishments certainly reveal the depth of your dedication.”’

Patsy Mink

TT_sa 3 Da_a

United States Congresswoman

The Peoples Temple is to be commended for the active role it Isas taken in working for
the preservation of press freedoms.”

Lawrence Coughlin
United States Congressman

*I commend you and your staff on the broad scope of community services iou provide
for all the people.”

Cardiss Collins
United States Congresswoman
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“1 am grateful that Peoples Temple is Jocated in the Fifth Senatorial District which I re-
present, Among the many services this church provides to San Franciscans are: a clinic

in the San Francisco church, in which 80 persons are seen each day by qualified nurses

for general check-ups ot in special clinics, a physical therapy facility for seniors and handi-
capped persons, a drug rehabilitation program that claims to have ‘rehabilitated’ 300 former
drug addicts, a legal aid program where some 200 people &:month come with serious Jegal,
‘wsually criminal, problems, and a central kitchen that serves 1,800 persons a day.

“It is heartwarming to have among us human beings who are willing to get involved.”

Milton Marks
California State Senate

“Your contributions to the spiritual health and well-being of our community have been
truly inestimable, and I am heartened by the fact that we can continue to expect such
vigorous and creative leadership from the Peoples Temple in the future. By your tireless
efforts on behalf of all San Franciscans, you have demonstrated that the unique powers of
spiritual energy and civic commitment are virtually boundless, and that our lives would be
sadly diminished without your continuing contributions.”

George R. Moscone
Mayor
City of San Franecisco

“] am very aware of the outstanding work being done by Pastor Jones and his tremendous
contribution to all communities. Please extend to Pastor Jones and all his members my best
wishes and my sincere desire that his inspirational werk will long continue.”

Terry A. Francois
San Francisce Board of Supervisors

“1 have known Pastor Jones a long time and fully agree with the testimonials he has received
about his great integrity and of the spirit of brotherhood and love that he has brought to
his parishoners and to all with:whotn he comes in contact. He is also to be commended for
his compassion and his deep unerstanding of the refugees from Vietnam, and for setting an
example to the community by adopting Korean War orphans.

Joseph L. Alioto
Former Mayor
City of San Francisco

“Concerning them, 1 say without qualifications that this church has been second to none in
preventing crime in the Wastern Addition. They have donated thousands of dollars to city-
sponsored fund drives for the purpose of creating summer jobs for youth and programs for
ciltural enrichment. They have sent some of their wayward youth to their large agricultural



mission in South America entirely at their own cost. This i3 truly an original, inovative and
exciting program. 1f some of the youths that are in this program were left to roam the
streets of San Francisco, the police department would have to have been enlarged. and many
people would have lost a great deal of security.”

Joe Johnson
Former Deputy Mayor
City of San Francisco

*] am greatly impressed with the ministry of Pastor Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple
Christian Church, and feel that you are to be commended for making the Christian gospel
relevant to the needs of the people today. Teo often in the past the church in general has
tended 1o withdraw from the real world of real people, and it is heartening to know that

Gpmzr sra adba i orce this trand P
you are attempting to reverse this trend.

Terry J. Hatter, Jr.

Special Assistant to the Mayor
Director Urban Development
City of Los Angeles

1 arn aware of the good deeds done by the Peoples Temple and Pastor Jim Jones. 1 commend
you all for the fine job our are doing in the community."”

Gilbert W. Lindsay
Councilman
City of Los Angeles

“Your church is the kind of church that is, indeed, doing something about the problems in
owr community. It is good to know that we have you as one of the congregations in my
district.”

David Cunningham

Councilman
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*Your projects are indeed worthwhile and we need many organizations such as yours to work
with people who need help.”

Lisa Naito

Hawaii State Legislature

“] am very impressed with the many wonderful things you are doing. 1 take gperial note of

the efiorts to help the elderly and to provide health care for those who cannot afiord ii.

I join you and the congregation of the Peoples Temple of Christ in working toward the Christian
goals of justice, equality, peace and fellowship. Only after we have accomplished these

goals, will be be able to say we have a truly just nation and world."”

Richard Gordon Hatcher
Mayor

City of Gary ////‘/—57



CIVIL RIGHTS:

"We feel it extremely timely and fitting that the black com-
munity of San Francisco should terder to vou this simple gesture
of friepdship, encouragement andé lonor for youvr dedicated and con-
scien-jous work in.the area of huranitarianism and the social
-gospel. Your acquaintances speak glowingly of your numerous
_socia. concerns, invelving efiforts to rehabilitate drug addicts,
provision of housing and health care for senior citizens, the
development and maintenance of an animal shelter, and vour
multi-racial adopted family, all of which we believe is encom-
passed in the Judeo-Christian ethic--that man is nis brother's

B “"a:;'.f\"“i; il - L i .

ey keeper. These are tumultuous times, reguiring that each indivi-
dual be ever mindful of the prophetic words c¢f Edmond Burke,
spoken ir the 18th century: 'All that is necessary for evil to

triumph in the world is for enough good men tc do nothing.
Carlton Goodlett, M.D., PhD

"The Reverend Mr. Jones has worked tirelessly and unselfishly

to inspire the members of his congregation anéd followers to he-
come involved in community affairs and to participate, and thereby
influence, the decision-making process to ensure the establishing
of policies and programs designed to meet the needs of the dis-
acdvantaged and dienfranchized citizens of Sarn Francisco.

Joseph A. Meza
Human Relations Commission

"During this period@ when there are such serious problems with
which nur minorities are faced, it is encouraging to learn that
there is such an effective effort which is being made by the
Peoples Temple of the Disciples of Christ.”

Roy Wilkins, Executive Director
NAACP

"Pastor Jones and all of you are setting an example which, if
followed by others, would certainly do much to make this world
the place it could be."

Charles A Ericksen
Field Representative
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights

"AS the head of an organization that has worked closely with the
Peoples Temple, the minister, and the members,I'havefthe h@gbest
regard for the leadership they are providing, and the positive
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contribution thev are making in th city of San Francisco. Their
commitment and dedication to endinj human suffering of the op-
pressed and downtrodden are unsurp:ssed by any of the organized
churches ip the city.,”

"Your background and willingness t> work make you and the others
from the Temple a great asset toc NAACP, and we hope that you will

" be participating in many NAACP activities in the months ahead.”

Joe BHall, President
S5an Francisco NAACP

"Many Indian people when in need for family groceries have called
upon us and when we run dry I feel secure because I know that I
can place a call to the Peoples Teaple and that these families
will eat tonight. This has happened often. And it will neo doubt
happen again tomorrow,”

Dennis Banks .
National Director of AIM
Federal Indian Law Instructor
D~(Q University, Davis, CA&
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BELIGIOUS LEADERS:

“No published list of 100 congregations in America showing exemplary leadesship would
be cornplete without your name on jt.”

H. Newtcn Hudson. Secretary
. Religion ir American Life

‘"Peoples Temple has an effective social ministry attracting people who, normally, are re-
jected by society.. [ . pport their ministry and ! only wish many of us were as-effective

e i as they are at Peoples Temple.

Rev. Dr. A, C. Ubalde, Jr.
Bethany United Methodist Church

“The ministry and witness of Pastor Jones and the people of the Peoples Temple has
great meaning for the Christian Church {Disciples of Christ)...the most meaning of any
single incident or event that has happened to me in the days of my ministry for 20
years as a pastor in this part of the church...the ministry of Jesus Christ, which is the
arction of God in the world, has about it more that is clearly revealed probably by the
Peoples Temple than any other member church of the Christian Churen....That's an
awesome thing and I just praise God...."

‘Bishop Karl Irvin, Jr Chnstian
Church {Disciples of Christ}

“1 keep talking about the extraordinary work that all of you do at Peoples Temgle.

All of you are committed to serve the needs of others in the name of Jesus Christ.
This is true servanthood and when combined with love it is the most formidable force
in the world...from my numerous contacts with members and staff of the church, I
can say that they are the most committed and dedicated group of people I have known
in any church anywhere.”

Wade D. Rubick, Chief Counsel

Christian Churceh (Disciples of
Christ) in the United States and
Canada

*“I am deeply impressed by the ministry which you carry out in the Peoples Ternple
under the leadership of Pastor Jim Jones and I doubt that I have much to suggest to
add to it. It seems to me that the kind of concerns you are dealing with and the out-
reach in which you are involved is exactly the kind of thing that T find extremely sig-
nificant.... Feoples Temple is seriously trying to be faithful in its effort to relate the
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Gospsl to the unmet needs of persons in sitnations of extreme crisis, peorle who are
victims of various forms of injustice. May God continue His work through the minis-

iry of Peoples Temple.

Rev. W. Sterling Cary, President
National Council of the Churches
" of Christ

“The Jewish cor munity in the San Francisco area has developed a great respect for
the contributions the Peoples Temple has made to the total cormmunity. At & time
when many of our efforts in local social welfare and rehabilitation are faltering, the
Peoples Temple has produced large, creative social services which produce results. That
has been a heartening phenomenon for all of us.

At the same time, the Peoples Tempie was one of the first forces in the City 1o con
centrate on needed education against the growth of neo-Nazism in the ares.”

Eart Raab

Jewish Community Relations Council
of San Francisco, Marin and the
Peninsula

"Pastor Jones’ vast ministry will surely attract ever increasing attention. One of Pastor
Jones' many skills that I particularly admire is his ability to attract younc people and
erlist them in Christian service, even to rescue great numbers of them from the grip of
drugs. That calls for tremendous spiritual power, which is rare indeed in our troubled
tme. "
Father Alfred Boeddeker, O.F.M.
5t. Anthony's Dining Room

“The City-m'de Planning Committee for the Martin Luther King Celebration has chosen
ToomnY ol Lo Al oo atl ol P = el a b £

you as me 10Cdl spranel Decdune 01 yuur mnunuous erlon J.n e surugygle 101 equa.x n'qm.s
and social justices for ali- people.”

Donneter Lane, President
San Francisce Council of Churches

“I have been pastor in this city for fifteen years and what that church is doing to enable
human life for all races, all styles of life in this city is a miracle.”

Reverend Robert H. Stewart
First St. John's United Methodist Chureh

West Nob Hill Parish

Wy~ Bl



DA RSO

“The program of the congregation seems to be wide in its concerns, ranging from care
of abandoned amimals through orphans’ homes, homes for the aged, financial support

af studants in eollags lagal carmicce for tha community nareotics rehahiliration in
G stuGenls I CoUSEs, SRl SNVECYS 1D nmunily, nar 1

fact, it is apparent that no human need is expressed without an attempt being made to
meet that need. I have the impression that the congregation is ready, willing, and able
. to assist any human being with almost any problem.... One gets the impression of being
“in the midst of the human race at its best: a community of people whose primary con-
-cern # to loveand to share.... Peoples TEmple is led by a man of deep integrity and sen-
sitivity....
I have found Reverend Jones to be perceptive, committed and dedicated to the empower-
ment of those who have been neglected or disregarded by normal processes and structures
of our socisty."”

Gerald B. McHarg, Assistant to the
Executive Pastor, Chrisuan Church

of Southern Califernca

“I continue to be impressed by the many ways the congregation has found tz relate to
its community and to the world.”

lan McCrae

Socal Action Newsletter

Christian Church {Disciples of Christ)
Department of Church in Society

“There can be no doubt that you are actively striving to diminish the injustices and
miseries that plague man.”

John P. Mossi, S.J.
Jesuits for Peace and Justice
Jesuit School of Theology

“It is gratifying to know of other Christian groups that are deeply concerned about the
welfare of mankind. Your church, under the leadership of your dedicated pastor, the
Reverend Jim Jones, must truly be following the teachings of Jesus, not in words only,
but in deeds.”

Religious Society of Friends
Palo Alto, California

#1n all my Ao:lingv arith ¥ pmr\ln Tam ]‘_ Ch_::h 11} }-n:vn found them to ha r:rinn :n'rl
supportive of the social-religious commands of Jesus Christ, going way bevond :he call
of the Gospel in order to (as their pastor Jim Jones says) ‘Care about someone else besides

yourself.'

Montford Cardwell
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EDUCATION:

“The efforts of your church to live in racial harmony and equality are exemplary; you
are obviously putting into practice the humanitarian ideals most needed by our society
and by our churches.”

S. B. Ethridge

* Director, Teachers Rights
National Education Association

“You are doing an important job in an excellent manner and 1 commend Reverend Jones.”
Robert L. Docter, Ph.D.
Predident
Los Angeles City Board of Education

R

“I have known of the activities of Reverend Jones and belive him to be a man of great in-
tegrity and possessed of thehighest sense of social responsibilty. He works day in and day
out to provide services for the destitue and outcast in our society and his activities on behalf
of the church are a credit to our community. They [Peoples Temple and Rev. Jim Jones)
are not motivated by petty political aims, but by a noble sense of principle sadly lacking in
the nation in recent years.”

Bl Mabar
AT AanTl

Commissioner
San Francisco Board of Education

“It is Ministers with a spiritual message and active participation to follow-up that message

that provide an inspiration to those of us who 30 desperately need a guiding direction in

all religious experiences. You are the epitome of caring for humans, sharing and providing
basic needs for each other, helping the sick and afflicted and educating the youth. Everyone's
struggle is your struggle; your fight for human dignity is beyond compare.

"“Peoples Temple Community Church services a broad sector of the San Francisco communities.
Many of the outreach programs of that Church enable persons to move about in their daily
lives with dignity and integrity that would be'impossible if these programs were nat available."

Yvonne 5. Golden
Coordinator
Opportunity 1I High School

"I have seen the outstanding workds of Pastor Jones in the San Francisco area; The members
of his congregation whom | have known for a long time and whom 1 have recéntly met cer-
tainly exemplified the kind of training which they have received from Peoples Temple.
Approximately two years ago, my mother was hospitalized for a brain stroke and was paralyzed
Pastor Jones. nurses and his well-trained Missionaries would come in daily to heip the member
of his church who was also in critical condition. My sister and I were very much impressed
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because they also offered to do whatever they could for my mother. The nurse would bathe
the member for Peoples Temple and stay with her all day. My sister had recently had a back
operation, yet no one from my mother’s church offered to stay and relieve my sister while 1

worked."”

Frances Huff
Teacher and newspaper columnist
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“Peoples Temple offers a tremendous witness to the Gospel of liberation and justice
within ot community. Many judges refer young persons to Peoples Temcle for reha-
bilitation programs. They also offer services in training for youth around such skills as
carpentry, printing, broadcasting, electronics, auto mechanics, tutoring, etc. And Peoples
Temple provides more food services than does St. Anthony’s Dining Room! All of these
are vital ministry with the people of our city. This type of ministry fuifills a great need
which would otherwise have to be met by the city’s Social Services and other agencies
were it not for church groups like the Peoples Temple.”

- Rev. Norman E. Leach, D. Min.
Associate Executive Minister

San Francisco Council of Churches
i

“Peoplies Temple is a caring community of people of all races and classes. They bear the
mark of compassion and justice — compassion for the hungry and jobless. lonely and dis-
turbed, and also for the earth and her offspring.”

Dr. John Moore, District Superintendent
United Methodist Church

“1 have known Rev. Jim Jones for approximately 8 years and have come to know of his
responsible commitment to poor people, multi-racial communities. and services he provides
trying to bring about self determination.

We are pleased and honored that you will be with us on Sunday, January 16th to accept
Clide's 4th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr., Humanitarian Award, in recognition of your
leadership and coniributions to many communities of peopie.”

What I appreciate about you is that you extend yourself beyond specific situations and
provide the experience of sharing in the cause to which we are committec.”

Rev. A Cecil Williams
Minister of Celebration anZ Involvement
Glide Memorial Methodist Church

""The ministry of this man and his congregation is surpassed by none in our denomination.
Their witness in feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless and ministering to the sick and
imprisoned is sorely needed in this troubled age.”

Dennis W. Short

Associate Pastor

Urban Life

Christian Church of Southern California

*
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.. the description that you and others have given me of the works of your church—and of
your remarkable pastor, Jim Jones—make it clear 1ow deep and broad and various are your
commitments to improving and humanizing society, and how marvelously effective your tire-
less efforts have been.”

Anthony G. Amsterdam, Professor
Stanford University Law School

“l am happy to hear that your Church, led by Pastor Jones, is so involved with some of the
serious problems we face today, especially with regard to young people and young adults. I
certainly wish to congratulate you and Pastor Jonas on the excellent programs you have de-
veloped to work with young people, and on the excellent results you seem to have obtained.
The efforts of the community and church groups is of primary importance in reaching young
people today.”

Charles A. O'Brien
Former Chiel Deputy Attorney General
State of California

“Peoples Temple are experts in the First Amendment."

David M. Fishlow
American Civil Liberties Union

“] am familiar with its [Peoples Temple] work in this city. It is an unusual and unique or-
ganization, which puts religious principles into practice by working on the day-to-day problems
of the people in this community. 1tz programs in child care, legal aid, housing, and rehabilitation
enjoy an outstanding reputation. The people I have met from the Temple have been unfailingly
courteous, enthusiastic and public-spirited.”

Phillip Martin
Attorney -at-law

“¥You are truely a friend of the poor, the helpless and the oppressed.”

Charles Lewis, President
Legal Defense League

“In addition, it is good to learn of the good work and devotion of the members of Peoples
Temple Christian Church under the leadership of Pastor Jim Jones. Your interest in and concern
about the total field of correction is important and encouraging.”’

Frederick R. Silber
Bureau of Prisons
Department of Justice

®
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LEGAL PROFESSION:

“1 am presently the Municipal Court Commissioner appointed by the nineteen Municipal Court
Judges of the City of San Francisco .... For the last several years | have worked closely with this
Church which consists of one of the largest memberships in San Francisco. Their tremendous

. support within the community derives from the fact that they are involved in community ser-

" wvice. The Peoples Temple is best known for reaching out to every kind of human need.”

Jerrold Levitin

- PR B IR o D D

Mumcipal L ourt L.Oomimissioner
San Francisco

A

*“1 deeply respect Reverend Jim Jones and the work which he does and all of you who assist
him in those noble goals.”

E. Robert Wallach
Attorney-at-law

*“As a fcmer executive director of Consumer Action, I would like to share with you some of
my impressions concerning the work of Peoples Temple in our City. Since Rev. Jones arrived
in San Francisco, he has worked tirelessly to improve the lives of some of our city's poorest
and most desperate individvals. Jim Jones has inspired thousands to think less of themselves
and more about the plight of their neighbors. His ministry has earned the respect and adrmira-
tion of concerned individuals throughout the Bay Area. Despite the great amounts of public

hat hae hin wrav Rey, Jones has rexmined humble and remarkably

mmaion pemd adis]aed o
praise and aawalton that has COme iUs way, nev. JOnes Nas réamined JuMmie and remarkaoly

self-effacing.”

Kay Pachtner, former director
Consumer Action

“What would this world be like without people with the kind of dedication you and your
staff display?"’

Benjamin Ward, Director
Pretrial Services Agency

"QOver the years our organization has had frequent contact with Peoples Temple. These rela-
tions have given us the chance to appreciate their humanitarian, conscientious efforts on behalf
of San Francisco's needy."”

Hiram E. Smith, esq.
Executive Director/President
San Francisco Neighborhood Legal

Assistance Fomdatécn
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MEDICAL PROFESSION:

#'T have known...Pastor Jim Jones quite some time and know hLim to be of good moral character,

honest, sincere, ang absolutely truthful in every respect. Fastor Jim Jones teaches Christianity,

brotherly love, kindness, and willingness to help friends in need at al) times. He teaches all of

these things to his members, and insists that they live this type of life every minute of every day.
= One of his favorite expressions is: ‘we are our brother’s keeper.' This idea coincides with his
‘teachings completaly.... He should be seen and heard by people of the entire world.... This world
-will be a better place to live in because of Pastor Jim Jones."”

J. Bruce Massey. M.D.
Physician and Surgeon

*{ have found Rev. Jim Jones to be a dedicated, trustworthy, sincere person who is endowed

with an ability and talent possessed by very few. He practices exactly what he preaches, has
helped numerous individuals...and all the while being a considerate, understanding leader of men....
He has saved many f{rom disaster and started them on a2 meaningfu) path of constructive well
adapted beahvior.”

H. 1. Perkins, M.D.
Drug Abuse Program Director

"I am deeply gratefu! and proud to know people who are henestiy and openly working for a
better world."”

Price M. Cobbs, M.D.

“The Peoples Temple Christian Church has, indeed, an impressive record of accomplishments,
and we congratulate you on your work. It is through these efforis that human life improves
and it is up to all of us to uy in the most effective way we can to make the lot of all safer and
more pleasant.”

John F. Burke, M.D.

“This iz 2 splendid and wonderful thing that you are doing and I wish 1o commend your Pastor
Jones and his staff for encouraging your members to maintain good health and for providing medi-
cal services for them.”

Johm E. Ray, M.D.

“Many of the world’s problems would be solved if others participated as fully and with as
much concern as you have shown.”

Phillip R. Lee, MD. -

Chancellor, University bf California
San Francisco
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“] wish to compliment you for the interest and concern you have on behalf of the
health and welfare of all children.”

Jay M. Arena, M.D.

Professor of Pediatrics
Director, Poison Control Center
Duke University Medical Center

It is refreshing and gratifying to realize that there are organizec groups in our com-
munity foliowing the development of social welfare programs in our area with such
close interest at all imes. Your own commitment to community service projects is
greatly appreciated as an even greater affirmation of your concern for the welfare of
others in our community.”

Craig M. McMillan. M.
County Health Officer
County of Mendocine

“I commend you and Pastor Jones and the folks of Peoples Temple for the fine work
you're doing.”

Cortez F. Enloe, Jr. M.D.

“We are aware of Jim's contributions not only to our community but throughout the
state. He and his congregation are continuously giving to their fellow man in some
Christian way."

Searles R. Boynton. D.D.S,

The Church and its leadership are to be commended.”

Jerome A Lackner, M.D.
Director of Health
State of California

“We were deeply impressed with the work which your church has done in drug rehs-
bilitation.""

Lois Christopherson, M.S.W.

Chief Social Worker .
Department of Surgery
Stanford University Medical Center

The work of Peoples Temple combines the qualities of communal living with the doseness
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to nature, plus the spiritual concept of fellowship. I feel that if we are truly to reach the
well-springs of better mental health, we will require to be set up alternative forms of living
to that of cities and the human alenation that goes with them. Your work sounds like
pioneer efforts in the right direction.”

R. W. Shepherd

. “] am personally very aware of the valuable resource that the Peoples Temple programs are
for the Westside residente™

Alexandra M. Hunter, PhD
Director of the Pacific Medical
Center-Day Treatment Program
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“It is impossible to adequately express the deep feelings we have for the members of the
Peoples Temple who rallied 1o the cause of a free press during out recent incarceration at

the Fresno County Industrial Farm.

" To watch on television hundreds of persons marching in the Courthouse Plaza and to real-

ize they were demanstrating on our behalf is something which we shall remember for the
rest of our lives.

Even more important is that those of your congregation who were there, or who were among
the hundreds in the church who took time to write to us in jail, understand the essental
importance of a free press in this democracy of ours.

The unselfish show of human love and compassion will forever remain as an example to us
and our families which demands far more recognition than we are able to give. ™

George Gruner
Managing Editor
The Fresno Bee

*I am very touched that your church has been so dedicated to issues of press freedom."

Katherine Graham
President
The Washington Post Company

“I cannot think of a person whom I've grown to admire more. What if more riinisters were
really involved in social issues® He certainly has my interest and support.”

Julia Hare
Director of Community Affairs
KSFO Radio

“'We at BLACK ENTERPRISE have the highest regard for groups such as the Peoples Temple.”

Tamara Owens
Administrator, Public Affairs

Bl o 2o
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“It is gratifying to see the evidence of the commitment of you and your fellow members of
the Peoples Temple to freedom of the press.” *

Clayton Kirkpatrick, Editor
Chicago Tribune



“In taking the action that you did, you set an example which should be emulated by all
concerned with such vital issues as the defense of freedom of expression; and 1 am sure
that your protest not only had a major influence on the outcome of the case itself but
also enlightened countless persons throughout the country.”

Albert Kahn, author

= ] have known Jim for several years and have worked with him in the movement for
liberation and self-determination of all peoples. Jim is a highly sensitive man. one who is
completely dedicated to the cause of social justice. [ have seen him under fire from reaction-
ary elements, and has never wavered in his commitment. He is undoubtedly one of the most
articulate and effective leaders in the United States today.

At the same time, he is 3 humble man who does not seek *“to task in the limelight;' on

the contrary, Jim has made a sincere effort to achieve accord among organizations in the

San Francisco Bay Area, in the-hope that unity will strengthen the defense against oppression,
while submerging his own position in the process.”

Carlion B. Goecdlett, M.D. PhD.
President
National Newspaper Publishers

“You have done a tremendous job. [ wish you continued success and. as 2 member of this
community, thank you for what you are contributing to my city.”

Steve Gavin
City Editor
Son Francisco Chronicle
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LAW ENFORCEMENT:

“I have been overwhelmed by you (Pastor Jones) and your congregatxons and your
activities with law enforcement."
Winston Churchill, Chief
Indianapolis Police Department

*"We, as minority law enforcement officers, know of the work and accomplishments of
Peoples Temple in the area of youth programs and activities that are of a positive social
nature. The Temple's work and concern for senior citizens puts it among the best type
in San Francisco."
Wilberi K. Battie, President
Officers for Justice, San Francisco

“The Peoples Temple has done a fantastic job for us in the central part of the City.
Aftar conddering the outetanding wark of the Church vaur !nr}d nn-ff‘e take nm a

Sl CONSULTING a0 UASaliing Wl O e AU, 7Y Aass il a

special significance. I hope I will continue to merit both your support and your respect.
...Thank you again, Reverend Jones, for imparting the spirit of God and human fellow-
ship to your congregation. We are deeply indebted to you for your hard work. With
God's help, we will both continue to halp men to live happier and more rewarding lives.”
Edward M. Davis, Chief
Los Angeles City Police Department

*Your Congregation's firm stand in support of the police is most vital and getmane in the
performance of f their d AIODPTOUS and endless task of proiecting and senr‘u‘lg the citizens of
our free society. Our alliance in maintaining law and order would represent to all citizens,
Christian and non-Christians, our dedication to the principle of free society in which na
person would be deprived of his freedom to worship in the faith of his free will. It is or-
ganizations like yours and thousands of others throughout the country that are to be
eenecially commended for the nobility of reason and maturity of vidon in giving the most
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needed support to the efforts of law enforcement.

Your expression of warmth and sympathy for the wives and families of police officers
who have been victimized by the lurking dangers of their profession is a8 innately praise-
worthy and reassuring as it i in keeping with the Christian principle of brotherly love.

Woﬂ-nm anu wu:lom are lnupanme mneeu
Frank Isbell, Director
Community Relations Section
Los Angeles City Poli{:e Department

“The knowledge of your good deeds has been with us for a Jong time, and we want to
add our congratulations to the many you will receive. We hope your congregation will
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enjoy the benefits of good health and good deeds for many years to come.”

Willie E. Frazier, Secretary
The Police Commission
City and County of San Francisco

- %] note the many humanitarian projects in which you and other members of your church
- are involved, and you are to be commended for your contribution to society.”

Donald M. Scott, Chief
San Francisco Police Depariment

“Those in police work are constantly aware of the lack of community respurces and ex-
istence of viable rehabilitation programs designed to help our young people return to
productive lives. Tahnk heaven there are individuals and organizations, such as the Peoples
Temple, who not only recognize this need but are also doing sormething about it.”

H. E. Britton, Chief
Fresno City Police Department

“*The continuing interest and support of your church family is not only deeply appreciated
but also most encouraging to all of us...."

Anne Belisle Daley
Confidential Secretary to the Sheriff
San Francisce

Jim and his church members strongly support law enforcement and they also respect the
property rights of others. They have never trespassed, destroyed or littered.”

Donn D. Saulsbury, Chief
Ukiah City Police Department

“With support of people like you and the citizens of this country, law enforcemnent can
go forward and make this country a better place in which to live.”

J. F. Inman, Chief
Atlanta Police Department

“Your support of these organizations dedicated to the maintenance of law and érder—

a very difficult task in these changing times -- is particularly gratifying.’' *

J. R. Fisk, Chief Constable
Vancouver (Canada) Police Department
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“For sometime I have been personally aware of your fine programs dealing with the prob-
lems of innner cities and your cutstanding moral and spiritual guidance provided through-
out the United States. ...The Peoples Temple Church certainly deserves accolades from
those of us engaged in the field of erime prevention, for the moral, physical, and spiritual
leadership it has provided for citizens...."”

James M. Rochford
Superintendent of Police
Chicago, Mlinois
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“For s an hngrd
and ye gove me meat:
I was thirsiy
and ¥ gave me drink;
Iaosa sfranger
and a,f {ook ma in;

Naked, and w clothed
I;lusid mﬂzf‘isim‘:z
was tn prison,
lm’yepc:mumbm

“Then shall the ﬂgﬁlmu
Answer him, saying,
When saw we thee an hungered
Zfdtieer
Or thirsty.
Wie And gave &t drink?
' W f St
And took thee n? o
Or naked, and clothed thee
O u"‘lm san’ We ther sick?
i prisen,
Andcame unto thee?
“Ltrily | say unto you.
!na.::uyd! :’_ l;;‘u‘:rftﬂu' i
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Yo bk dome of undo me™
Matthew 25:35-40

July 30, 1977

STATEMENT

WHAT'S BEHIND THE ATTACKS ON PEOPLES TEMPLE?

During the last few weeks there have been concrete
efforts to launch a massive smear campaign against the
humanitarian and especially progressive activities of
Peoples Temple. The explicit purpose of this campaign
is to destroy the work of an organization dedicated to
eradicating ineqguality, racism, and want -- and working

for peace and an end to oppression and exploitation.

There is no gquestion at all but that this smear
campaign is directed towards diverting attention from
the real aims of those who are behind the attacks. A
perfect example was the manner in which the smear
campaign was launched: with.an accusation, made in the
form of an innuendo, that the Peoples Temple was in some
way connected with a break-in of a magazine office.
Within a matter of days this charge was proven to he
completely false by the police department itself.

We are not really surprised at the charges that

have been made againat us, Movements for fundamental

social change have always been subjected to sophisticated
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and well-coordinated attempts to discredit their goals and
destroy their leaders. Dr. Martin Luther King was the object of
an unrelenting campaign to discredit the civil rights movement.
Before his assassination, his wife received communications
detailing her husband’s supposed "sexual affairs." It has been
made evident that there was an effort, originating within the
intelligence community, to persuade him to commit suicide. The
point-of it was to disrupt and discredit the civil rights move-
ment at the very juncture where it was engendering a new dimension
of efforts for social justice on a broader scale. The charges
made against Jim Jones and Peoples Temple need to be seen in

this context.

The Temple is targeted for destruction because it

represents a determined effort to deal with the most fundamental

problem of our society: oppression of the poor. Our approach

has been the development of an alternative structure which would
meet the needs left by the fragmentation of families, and the
declining influence of churches, schools, and a coherent moral
philesophy. We have proven that people from various backgrounds
can indeed get together, eradicate "class”™ distinctions and,
without a dime of government funding, build an egalitarian,
communalistic "family" where nobody lives in want. In a world
where a small percentage of the population lives %n relative
luxury at the expense of millions who live at the margin of
existence, we see the alternative that the Temple has developed
as an answer to social breakdown. We are pacifists, and our

belief in economic as well as social equality we find tz;ally ¢
~/— Lz



consonant with our Christian faith.

However, the challenge of Building a truly just society
calls for a high level of activist involvement from individuals
who care about their fellow human beings. Some persons who have
at one time participated in this revolutionary effort discovered
that their principles and commitment to bringing about social
justice were not something they could apply to their everyday
lives. When the needs of the poor, the oppressed, and the
alienated were put first, people from comfortable, even privi-
ledged backgrounds, have walked away from us, often leaving be-
hind the responsibilities they had taken on. Their psychological
and moral failure has caused some of them to harbor deep resent-
ment against the church, and to attack us, instead of facing their
own inability to confront the demands and responsibilities in-
volved. Some have acted in such a manner that we think they were
working deliberately to frustrate our work, precisely because we
have been successful in mobilizing and giving direction to those

who had no voice and no hope.

We note that some of those perscons who are now coming
forward with their charges against our movement include persons
who constantly pressed us to take extremist actions totally in-
compatible with our principles. Some were even in?olved in manu-
facturing weapons and advocating that the church use them to
advance a program of terrorism to achieve its social aims. Among
those who are now inveighing s0 piously against the church have

even said that IF THEY COULDN'T PRE-EMPT US INTO VIOLENT REVO-
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LUTION, THEY WOULD LEAVE THE CHURCH AND USE WHATEVER METHODS
THEY COULD TQO FORCE US INTO VIOLENT ACTION. They finally did
leave when their efforts at promoting outright terrorism met

with no success.

We are now persuaded that a few of these individuals were
provocateurs from the beginning. We have been fully aware that
other activist organizations belatedly discovered that those
in their ranks who advocated particularly "radical™ positions had

actually been sent to destroy them,

Other malcontented people who have levelled charges against
us have attempted to blackmail the church, were gunilty of
grossly mistreating people in their charge, stole money from
the church, and even sexually molested their children. We wonder
if they are as eager to take polygraph tests on their behavior
as they are to attack the church. It would take many pages to
print even a portion of the affadavits we have attesting to the
character of those who have co-operated in this effort to destroy
Peoples Temple, Their charges against us sound bizarre, but it
is much more cutlandish to try to make the public believe that
an institution that has been open to the community and has
championed so many unpopular causes, would be foo%ish encugh

to think that it could hide anything illegal or i@moral.

Neither the pastor of Pecples Temple nor any of its
officials are getting rich off of anyone. We do not brutalize

or exploit people. We do not force or coerce people, though we

uu-/‘Q,J
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expect those who make commitments to keep them. Someone

would have to be inhumane to want to destroy an ofganization
that provides an active program and a caring environment for
senior citizens and helps to reconstruct the lives of people

already headed for a lifetime of trouble with the law. Peoples

Temple's efforts have helped to unburden cur community of some
critical social problems by caring for persons who were involved
in crime, drugs, and other socially deviant behavior. At the
same time, such persons have found a genuine opportunity to make
their lives productive and worthwhile, and more importantly

have been imbued with a sense of self-pride and worth which

they never had before.

Our program in Guyana is everything that it has been
represented to be, both as an agricultural mission, and as
a model co-operative community that has successfully rehabili-
tated many young people from lives filled with serious problems.
All of these individuals enjoy a state of health, well-being, and
happiness that they would never have had the chance to experience

in their former environments,

AGAIN, THE CHARGES MADE AGAINST US ARE AN INEVITABLE
RESULT OF THE SUCCESS OF THE WORK THE TEMPLE IS ENGAGED IN.
WE REPRESENT THE POWEF OF ORDINARY PEOPLE TO COM% TOGETHER AND
"DO FOR SELF." WE REPRESENT THE ANTITHESIS OF THE PROFIT/GREED
SYSTEM THAT THRIVES ON RUTHLESS EXPLOITATION OF THE POOR. WE
REPRESENT AN ANSWER THAT THE REAL POWER-BROKERS DO NOT WANT,

BECAUSE IF IT SUCCEEDS, THEY FEAR THAT THEIR POWER WILL BE

pH-1Cs
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TAKEN OUT OF THEIR HANDS AND RETURNED TO THE PEOPLE. Our

church represents the heart of Christian social-gospel

teaching, taking for our text the Acts of the Apostles,

in which the disciples of Christ formed a totally just
society based on the sharing of all wealth, in contradiction
to the selfish materialism of prevailing society. These
revolutionary Christian teachings are still ahead of the
times, and we know that those who advocate them, and try

to put them into practice, will be persecuted.

Our concern is to find a way out of some of the toughest
social problems that America faces -- those that don't seem
to have any solutions. We have attempted to take them on by
building a community-like structure that functions like an
extended family, and which offers real sw.port and vital
services for many individuals which society is either unwilling
or unable to care for. We realize that, of course, we have
made some poor decisions. But we have taken on the task,
we have tried, and w
this is why we are being attacked.
In attempting to
into a reality for thousands of pecple, we have been harassed

and persecuted mercilessly. We have been shot at,glied about,

all hours of the day and night. We are not the first progressive

organization that has been attacked in seeking workable solutions



the last. We expect the attempt to destroy Peoples Temple

to continue.

But in the face of it all, we plan only one course of

action: to proceed with our work.

#H-/-C 7



A Visit To
Peoplea' Temple Cooperative Agricultural Project
Jonestown, Guyana

During the month of May, 1978 we had an amazingly beautif?}usdventure.

We visited Peoples® Temple Cooperative Agricultural Project 1; Guyana, South
America, i

. Because 5o wuch adverse publicify haa been circulated regarding this
heroic cooperative of caring and sharing, we felt it important to share our
first-hend experience in & towa of 1100 people tramsplanted from Peoples'
Temple, DPisciples of Christ, im the U.S.A.

Our two daughters, one & nurse and the other a teacher with our three
year old grandson, had written glowing accounts of thelr 1ife in this unusual
project. We wanted to see for ourselves this new land,

We flew to Georgetown, the capitol of Guyana, to the Pecples' Temple
headquarters which 4s a lovely home where we were housed with others swaiting
a flight teo Jonegtown, the site of the cooperative, Some of the people we met
were planning to retire in Jonestown, Omne small boy had just had adjustments
wade on an artificial leg and eagerly awaited the hour-long return flight to
the hinterland of Port Kaituma, and then home ta the cooperative,

The quaint, attractive government buildings of Georgetown and its friendly
Black and East Indian culture in a democratic-socialist country we found mast
pleasing.

. From Georgetown we were flown over & vast ocean of jungle to Port Kaituma
where our small plane lended on a tiny air-strip. The airport "limosine” was
a tractor-drawn wagon with pillows and chairs to ease the bumps.

As we bounced and bucked our way i{nto the turn-off to the Jonestown
road, we observed the sign "Welcome - Peoples' Temple Cooperative Agricultursl
Project,” i
What a miracle 1t i8] Over eight hundred acres of jungle have been

cleared since 1970, most of it within the last year. All slong the voad we

could see rows of casavas, edoes, bananas, sugar cane, and citrus groves.
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page 2 - "A Visit.... -

Further along the road we saw the "piggery and the chickery" and the’d;iry
center worthy of tho best in sclentific animal husbandry, p j

What we found at the cooperative was a loving community ¢ Pgople in the
true New Testament sense. B
. Educational facilities and nursery care and equipment are excellent. The
achool 1s government accredited, and unusually creative in its approach to the
learning process. Teachers are excited by the possibilities for teaching in
a setting so different from town and urban schools uhére they had previously
taught,

Medical services under the supervisfion of a brilliant young doctor, Larry
Schadt, are excellen., Larry, & recent graduate of the University of Cszlifornia
Medical School, Irvine, is in radio communication with specialists Iin the
United States and South America, His corps of purses and techniclans are well-
trained, and the scientific equipment is first-class., All retired residents
are checked datly. Services are also provided for nearby Amerindians gnd others
needing wedical care,

A nutritionist is constantly experimenting with vegetable and
fruit products in an effort to discover maximum utilizatibgjiood grown in

Guyana, The farm is thriving. Meals are & delight and are rvich i{n protein,

natural grain and vegetables,

outstanding teachers provide re?reational and cultural opportunities for
the youth of Jonestown., Birds and apimals have become community pets. The
band often plays for Georgetown events, It's tops!

The nurture of children and family life is evident. Jonestown offers
a tare opportunity for deep relationships between men and wome&, young and
old who come from diverse racfal and cultural backgrounds. Sinzie adults,

one-parent families, and nuclear families feel at home in the community.
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- "A Vigit...., page 3
Jonestown 18 & mixture of frontier 11fe and contemporary society.,rThe
small, neat gardens of the retired residents are in evidence on every pathway,
There are opportunities for senfors alsc to take clases, :. sew, tuhd or Just

P . -
0 Silae s O

(4:4) "...they shall sit everyone under his vine and his fig tree, and none

-shall make them afraid...” :
Hundreds of people are engaged in manual labor each day. Whereas life is
somewhat simple in Jonestown, the latest equipment and techniques are employed,

for example in putting up pre-fabricated houses in one day.

Morale 1s exceedingly high. There is a sense of ownership which is rare
in soclalist societies and not present under private ownership.’
We came away from the Peoples' Temple Agricultural Projecé with a feeling
,:for its energy and enthusiasm, its creative, wholesome ways (imagine no
television-but weekly movies for all), and an u‘ndetstanding of the fascination
and high sense of adventure it holds for its residents.
Johrll and Barbara Moore

556 Marsh Avenue
Reno, Nevada 89509
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July 27, 1978

Mr. Carl Blackman
Editor, Guyana Chronicle
Georgetown, Guyana,
South America

Dear Mr. Blackman:

I welcome the 6%portunity to write to you as a representative of the
Peoples Temple cof the United States. Bishop Jim Jones has spoken very
kindly of you, and we have all heen very appreciative of the articles
that have appeared in the Chronicle concerning our Guyana work. Bishop
Jones expressed that you wished to know more about the conspiracy work-
ing to hinder our work in both Guyana and the United States,

There is a great wealth of information relating to the conspiracy,
far more than I could presume to convey adeguately in a few pages. So
I think rather than simply presenting a catalogue of facts, I would like
to go over several developments that reveal the true motivation of the
conspirateors: a viciocus reactionary effort to destroy a work that has
become too effective in bringing socialism to the poor. We had stated
from the start that Bishop Jones and the Peoples Temple were being at-
tacked because we are socialist (Bishop Jones' own statement attached
(1.), printed in the August '77 issue of the Peoples Forum, our communi-
ty newspaper)., The other major reason for the attacks against us is
because we are predominantly Black, and have provided alternatives to
the conditions of exploitation which exist for Black people in the ghet-
toes of the cities of the United States.

In the way of general background, the Peopnlegs Temple had been estab-
lished in the United States for close to thirty years before Bishop
Jones departed from the United States a year ago. A wide range of human
service programs were established to aid every disadvantaged segment of
society: Black and minority causes, the elderly and disabled, troubled
youth, as well as a number of liberation support groups and political
prisonexs. A particular drive undertaken in the Temple's newsvaper, the
Peoples Forum, in the months preceding Bishop Jones' departure, was the
repeated expose of Nazis organizing locally, as well as Nazi war criminals
still at large in society.

As you can see from the enclosed March '77 article in the Bay Guardian
(2.}, the Peoples Temple carries on a vital human service program, which
has received wide recognition. Bishop Jones has received awards ranging
from a Certificate of Honor from the San Francisco Board of Supervisors,
to a similar citation from the California State Legislature, the Martin
Luther King Award, Humanitarian of the Year award from two major Black
newspapers in the State, to the national honor of being named cone of the
top 100 clergymen in the entire United States, given by the largest inter-
faith organization, Religion in American Life. In fact, the Secretary of
that organization, H. Newton Hudson, went so far as to state, "No pub-
lished list of 100 congregations in America showing exemplary leadership
would be complete without your name on it." The National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association, the main organ of the Black press in the United
States, gave Bishop Jones their Freedom of the Press Award just prior to
his leaving the country, in recognition of demonstrations, donations, and
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vocal support of a free press so outstanding that it has even been written
into the Congressional Record of the United States and received coverage
in the New York Times (3.},

Why then has Bishop Jim Jones, the finest and most couraaeons citizen

asy Wil Sdo LAaoUP ol LS HEIE RAMeSE afild MOsSL ChuLagetus LlitiLatn

you could find in America, been subject to attacks ranging from the
assaults in the media, to blackmail attempts, electronic surveillance,
the cut-off of pensions to senior citizens, attenpts to remove the tax-
exempt status of the the church (to name just a few of the persecutions
that Pemple has undergone):; and most recently, efforts to cut off ocur
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proveke trouble with the U.S. Federal Communications Commission? The
attached boocklet "Victims of Conspiracy” (4.) will give you more details
of these persecutions; and what follows will give you a clearer idea
how this all came about.

You may already be familiar with the power of the huge press conglo-
merates in the United States. We have a phenomenon here we call "trial
by media", during which a person, or organizatiocn, is charged repeatedly
with unproven misdoings by the press, so the public begins to believe
the individual is guilty before there is even any opportunity for de-
fense., This type of method has been used against many Black leaders, such
as presently against Senator Brooke, the only Black Senator in Washing-
ton, who is up for re-election this year. Irregularities in his divorce
settlement have been blown up into national news, leading to the present
investigation of his finances by the Senate Ethics Committee, whereas
with another individual this might have been passed off as a purely
personal matter. Another example involving the persecution of a Black
Congress1onal RepreSentatlve, William Clay, through charges 1nstlgated
in the media, is illustrated by the article (5.) taken from an issue of
the Peoples Forum.

Three other articles are attached (6.), dealing with the "COINTELPRO”
program of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, which was established
to discredit and destroy organizatlons and individuals con51dered too
"radical”, or "Black activist®. As you can see from Mr. Rowan’s article
{16) it is also widely known that the FBI used very similar tactics against
the great leader Martin Luther King before he was assasinated.

S0 the Peoples Temple also, has come under much persecution at the
hands of reactionary elements. The original proponent of viciocus attacks
in the press was one Rev, Kinsolving {cited in Mr. Thomas Fleming's
article about our Guyana project, 7.}, This was back in 1972. Mr. Kin-
solving, who is widely known for his racist, reactionary views, and back-
ing of white supremacist governments in South Africa and Rhodesia, was at
that time employed by a paver of the Hearst publishing empire; and wrote
a series of article dOanradlng Bishop Jones with lies until public opi-
nion put a stop to his tirade. He was recently seen on the "Tomorrow"
5how, an interview program, accusing the World Council of Churches of

"supporting the slaughter of (white) nuns and priests in Rhodesia", a pre-
posterous claim that he would doubtless launch agalnst anyone who demon—
strated the slightest sympathy with Rhodesian liberation. {U.N., Ambassa-

dor Andrew Young of course also recently refuted that the Patriotic

National Front had anything to do with the slaughter; that it was trans-
parently the work of the Smith regime). Note the letter from one of our
Guyana members printed in the World Council of Churches monthly magazine,

ONE WORLD (8.}, -about Jonestown. That type of article, in the paper of
an organization that can by no means he termed "radical®™ would be thorough-

an organization that can by no means tormed "radical
/% /6 ’/"‘ 25‘2,_,

ly condemned by Rev, Kinsolving.
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The present company of conspirators against the Peoples Temple is
dominated by people of a similar reactionary frame of mind. A leader
in many of the harassments launched against Bishop Jones, former Temple
member Timothy Stoen, has been virtually identified as an agent provoca-
teur who was infiltrating our ranks. Mr. Stoen had always claimed to
be of a far left persuasion, yet we later discovered he had been in-
Volved in escapades such as the one desc¢ribed in the enclosed article
about his trip to East Berlin {9.), a place he insisted to us he had
never been: i.e. he is a staunch "anti-communist”. We also discovered
he had been trying to provoke our non-violent organizaEion onto a vio-
lent ‘path, appealiing to youth who had been embittered by the hardships
of ghetto life. Mr. Stoen {and others) did not succeed in this design,
which was a key factor in their leaving the Temple; Some --such as
those now seeking to cut off our radio communications-- were asked to
leave our organization when they were discovered manufacturing ammuni-
tion; and have now emerged in a rightist, reactionary stance. It is
clear we were the intended victims of provocatuers in our midst.

Elmer and Deanna Mertle (aka Mills), instigators of both the press
attacks and agency investigations, acknowledged that their background
was with right-wing causes -—— Mrs. Mertle had claimed membership in
the John Birch Society (note later reference to the vicious campaign
of the Birch Society against Marxist journalist Wilfred Burchett (12)).
They claimed a “conversion” during their period with the Peoples Tem-
Ple; yet after they left the Temple it was revealed that they had been
close friends all along with a conspirator David Conn, whom Elmer Mer-
tle worked alongside in the Standard 0Oil Corporaticon for many years.
Mr, Conn admitted then that he had been "investigating the Peoples
Temple" during the entire time the Mertles were members. It was also
Daivd Conn who attempted to blackmail American Indian Movement leader,
Dennis Banks. Mr. Banks was fighting an extradition order at the time,
to the racist state of South Dakota where his life had been threatened
repeatedly. Mr. Conn claimed connections with the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment who he claimed could "prevent the extradition" if only Mr., Banks
would denounce Bishop Jones, who had come to the aid of Dennis Banks'
wife when she was jailed on false charges. Mr. Conn said that if Mr.
Banks did not cooperate in the proposed denunciation, then "it would
go badly for him". Mr. Banks refused to cooperate, and exposed the
balckmail scheme for what it was. Later Mr., Conn emerged to talk with
the officials of our church denomination, trying to use false informa-
tion to destroy our affiliation; thus, he hcoped, our tax—-exempt status
as a church, without which it would be impossible to function. (Mr.
Banks' affadavit about the blackmail attempt by David Conn is attached,
(10.}). '

Others who have had no direct connection with the Temple (such as
Davié Conn) have been "hired" to work against the Peoples Temple as
well, and are invariably of a far right persuasion. Joseph Mazor is a
case in point. He is a so-called “"private investigator™ licensed by
the State of California —-- although he himself sports a 75-page criminal
record! (See Berkeley Barb article attached,{11.)). In addition, he
is bonded by the State although his convictions for fraud: are numerous.
One of the most expensive publiec relations firms in San Francisco acknow-
ledged that they assisted Mr. Mazor for many months in instigating and
orchestrating the campaign in the media against the Peoples Temple, a
costly enterprise for which Mr. Mazor refuses to reveal the source of
his funding or who is retaining him for such work. He has admitted that
he is emploved by the Mertles (cited above) and other former members of
the Peoples Temple. This man is also known tc be connected with INTERPOL,
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the Nazi-dominated international police organization. INTERPOL has
also been implicated in a lie spread abroad that Bishop Jones was in-
volved in a riot in Guyana, at a time when his passport proves he was
not even there!; and other lies involving our shipping crates.

Numerous reporters also figure prominently in the media campaign:
George Klineman of the Press-—Democrat, who also cellaborated on the ori-
ginal smear in New West magazine, and whose paper has consistently
taken the side of the "Concerned Relatives" group organlzed by Timothy
Stoeh. The Press-Democrat also sponsored the recent visit of reporter
Kathy Hunter to Guyana, a woman who misrepresented herself to gain entry
into Guyana, as vbrified by your Minister of Home Affairs, Vibert Mingo,
and whose misadventures in Georgetown were apparently set up by the
conspiracy in an attempt to renew a vicious media campaign against the
Peoples Temple.

Marshall Kilduff, who co-authored the original _smear in New West, and
writes for one of the two major dailies here, the San Franciscoc Chronicle,
is still lambasting Bishop Jones a year after his departure from the
United States for his involvement in "liberal and civil rights causes”.

He listed one of his original reasons for suspicion of the Peoples Temple
that the Temple's newspaper "regularly exalts socialism", and Temple
support of Huey Newton when he was exiled in Cuba, and Angela Davis, when
she was a political prisoner in the United States for her avowed Marxist
views and her leadership in the Black community.

Another significant figure in the media conglomerates working against
Bishep Jones is Rupert Murdoch, an Australian multimillionaire, racist
and right-wing, who owns scores of newspapers and magazines in the Uni-
ted States, and whose "yellow journalism® has provoked harsh criticism
from the media themselves, in the media magazine, "More". Mr. Murdoch
owns not only New West, the magazine to run the original bad press, but
also the New York Post, which aroused the ire of the entire progressive
community in the Eastern United States, by blatantly accusing renowned
Marxist journalist, Wilfred Burchett, of being a KGB agent (12.). {(Mr.
Burchett has subsequently wom his suit against the Post).

Other connections regardlng the media have yet tobe drawn, When Kathy
Hunter visited Guyana in May, the little-known reactionary reporter sent
by the Press Democrat, there was virtually instant UPI coverage of the
things that allegedly happened to her. Yet there was no UPI in Guyana at
the time; all the "information" had originated with persons worklng with
the conspiracy in the United States which had the connections to provoke
this kind of media "blitz" using allegations that turned out to be entirely
false. 1In fact, it is of some concern to us these days that major news
agencies appear to be used regularly to distort or even fabricate informa-
tion, to promote the current "cold war™ effort in this country to discredit
socialists. The latest emphasis has centered on the Soviet and Cuban in-
volvements with liberation movements in Africa. A flagrant example of
this is illustrated in the enclosed clipping {13.) from the San Francisco
Chronicle, June 19, 1978, given out by UPI (signed "United Press" at the
bottom} . This’ covered an ABC interview with Fidel Castro. ;on national tele-
vision which was taped by one of our members, so DOSltlve proof of discre-
pancies was available. When Premier Castro was asked on the interview
about alleged Cuban involvement in the invasion of Zaire, he said: "Qur
policy has been precisely the opposite of those adventures in Zaire". Yet
as you can note, the UPI quoted him as answering: "We simply because of pol
tical reasons, have abstained ourselves from using the Katangans against
Zaire"., He is quoted word-for-word as saying something he not only never
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said, but which is in content and meaning entirely the opposite of what
he did say! It angers and saddens us to see this happening, but we know
realistically, and from our own experience certainly, that these are the
times in which we live,

The Kathy Hunter incident is itself a vivid example of how a media at-~
tack against socialists can get totally out of hand, so that facts count
for nothing. Note our release, "Open Letter to the’ Media and the Community"”
(14.), submitted by our attorney, Charles Garry,’ as a rébuttal to a smear
printed by the Press Democrat. The paper was apparently well aware of
the lies and discrepancies in their article and feared being sued: for
even though the Press Democrat has been unremittingly bostile to our organ-
ization, they printed the "Open Letter" word for word:

So much for the media campaign, against the Peoples Temple and, in a
larger perspective, against all advocates of minecrity and socialist cau-
ses. Simultaneously there has been a concerted long-range campaign to
use agencies of government to block every avenue of survival. Some of
this is outlined in the pamphlet, "Victims of Conspiracy": the attempts
to halt shipments of supplies by the U.S5. Customs Department; to cut
funds to disabled and elderly pensioners by the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare; to intercept mail through the U.S. Postal Service;
to try and sow division between Bishop Jones and other minority leaders,
such as the attempt to blackmail Dennis Banks using the U.5. Treasury
Department. More has been attempted in recent months: The Internal
Revenue Service (U.S5. Treasury Department) has been instigated to do a
tax investigation with the aim of removing the church's tax-exempt sta-
tus (this type of investigation of a church is almost unheard of): and
the Federal Communications Commission has been instigated to try and
discontinue our only means of communication between Guyana and the Uni-
ted States, our short wave radio. The U.5. State Department has been
approached innumerable times to provoke interference with, or condemnation
of the work at Jonestown, and to provoke trouble in internaticnal rela-
tions between our two countries, such as would-be interference in Guyana's
legal system.

The State Department, for its part, has refused to intervene in Guyanese
internal affairs in relation to the Peoples Temple. They visit Jonestown
regularly, in response to inguiries trom relatives in the United States,
and have distributed a report affirming that everyone in Jonestown whose
status has been questioned is fine, and glad to be there. In fact, high
officials of both Guyana and the United States were contacted in the prepa-
ration of a recent article by Marshall Kiiduff, BUT SINCE ALL THE REPORTS
ABOUT JONESTOWN WERE POSITIVE, NONE WERE REPORTED! Instead, the writer
relied solely on the lies of one maliciocus individual whe had formerly been
a member of the Temple and then joined the conspiracy. Ms. Layton's turn
with the media was short-lived however, as she produced lies too outlandish
for any person of common sense to even believe, such as that residents of
Jonestown "live mostly on rice brought in from Georgetown® -- when Jones-
town is a-thriving cooperative producing over 200 kinds‘'of crops!'

Other agencies have been hrought into play as well, on a local and state
level, yet in &very case no evidence of wrongdoing is ever’ found. The ch-
vious intent has been harassment, Lo tie up our funds, personnel, and wear
down our energies. Fortunately these attempts have not succeeded, which ic
perhaps all the more remarkable in that Bishop Jones has been physical}y
absent for a year. But he is a humanitarian of rare magnitude, and this
type of influence does not readily fade. 1In fact, it is a source of pride
that the work has continued here for this extended period of time, given

the intensity of the attacks.
| HH-1-E$
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The last matter for consideration is the self-styled "Concerned Rela-
tives" group, organized by Timothy Stoen as a pressure and publicity de-
vise to exert against the U.S. State Department and the United Nations.
Mr. Stoen has claimed himself to several newspapers as well as govern-
ment officials that "his son was kidnapped" by Bishop Jones; when in
fact, the child in question is not his son, and was in fact abandoned
by both Mr. and Mrs. Stoen, who gave full consent for the child to be
reared by his father, Blshop Jones, in Guyana. JIndeed, as if to illus-
trate the complete hypocrisy of this effort from the start, as recently
as July 11, 1978, the Press Democrat, who has -always ‘defended the
false allegations of Mr. Stoen, now printed, "The boy (John Victor) was
taken to Guyana By Stoen in 1976 and remained there when Stoen left the
church..."; plus Mr. Stoen detailed in his own hand at length how his
wife Grace had abandoned the child to go off with another man for whom
she had an infatuation!

The first official action of the self-righteous "Concerned Relatives®
contingent was to present a lengthy document publicly, alleging "human
rights viclations” on the part of Bishop Jones in Jonestown -- a prepos-
terous allegation! Their accusations are verified, they stated, by
"sworn affadavits" by people with the following credentials: 1. One set
of parents who came to Guyana with the stated intent of forcing their
son, a young married adult, back to the United States against his will;
2. A parent who was known to have already brought malicious accusations
against the Jonestown project to governmental agencies before his visit
to Guyana, while disclaiming all (positive) reports from his own adult
daughter; 3. A "former member" of the Peoples Temple, a young woman who
disliked the cooperative lifestyle at Jonestown, openly stated she dis-
liked Guyana, and when she finally left (at the Temple's expense) was
somehow induced to tell the most outrageous lies about Jonestown in com-
pliance with the workings of the conspiracy. The major complaints in
affadavits 1. and 2. were of course that these individuals were "denied
access" to the Project, although their own (adult} children have stated
publicly they do not wish to see them. Affadavit 3. was signed bv the
young woman who was a former member, one isclated liar who claimed she had
managed to "escape"” from Jonestown ~— completely neglecting to mention
that her travel arrangements back to the United States were openly made
and paid for by the Peoples Temple!

Everyone who has visited Jonestown knows firsthand the exceptionally
high standard of human rights, and the excellent living conditions the
Project affords its residents. But the press was not yet at the point
where they would permit this to be printed. Nevertheless, the "charges"
were so cutlandish that it attracted less media coverage than the "Con-

cerned Relatives" had hoped for. Thus they then organized a demonstra-—
tion in front of the Faderal ‘R1n1ﬂ1hg here in San Francisco --- a handful

of demonstrators, whom supporters of the Peoples Temple ocutnumbered 10

to 1. In fact, 2/3 of those demonstrating agalnst "human rights viola-
tions" were not even related to people in Guyana! (A list verifving this
was later given to a representatlve from the Guyanese government). Pla-

cards were carried saying "Wake Up Guyana" and "Please Mr. Burpham: Make

T'lm Jones F‘lvn Me Back My Q¥ {a caze where +hao oerson ‘hnar1nn‘ the Dla_"
= CA MY S0On & €as e person bearln g

card had herself abandoned the child). The press made no mention of
this ridiculous but offensive demonstratlon. doubtless because of the
embarassingly small showing on the part of “Concerned Relatives®, but
the demonstrators revealed their true sentiment towards Guyana: one of
contempt -— as_if Guyana's government did not know what was happening in
...... Affanciyo

LIIC-I-J- OwWIl LUUIILL}F' O wWas & Pd].l’..)‘ I.U Ll:J.l..J.uJ.E d.l..l.b. LH!‘—' most offensiv
demonstration was a sign posted behind a wire fence, to demonstrate
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captivity, which was a picture of Prime Minister Burnham accompanied
by a sign about Jonestown saying, "Utopia or Concentration Camp?". The
enclosed pamphlet, "Concerned Parents or Provocateurs?” {15.) will give
more background about the malicious character of this group.

The above demonstration was in April 1978. It was obviously a fiasco
so far as attracting publicity was concerned, and moreover, the State
Department was taking a positive position even under this concerted
pressure. The visit of Kathy Bunter the next month, q;y 1978 was
transparently another malicious "publicity ploy" to stir up some more
trouble in the light of these aborted efforts. Of course, the key issue
as stated by Minlster of Home Affairs Vibert Mingo, is that Mrs. Hunter
misrepresented herself to gain entry into Guyana, which the media here
would not quote. But nevertheless, Mrs. Bunter's and the media's accounts
of her ill-starred journey have been so erratic and contradictory (as
you can judge yourself from the "Open Letter"), perhaps the conspirators
have only done themselves a disservice.

Now it is claimed that Mrs. Bunter's home was broken into, by "two
Black men", Mrs. Hunter being identified as "a reporter harassed.b, the
Peoples Temple", leaving the reader to make the malicious accusation
against innocent people (our organization) themselves. Law suits have
been fabricated from literally nothing, lies so malicious and false I
would feel ridiculous repeating them., It seems like the watchword now is
virtually like what was written by the FBI in the article (6.) about
COINTELPRO operations about other "radical” and "black activist" groups:
"The purpose of counterintelligence action is to disrupt... and it is
immaterial whether facts are present”. What a sad day to have to witness
this kind of travesty of justice. We are so proud to have endured_begyond
anyone's expectations, and to remain unified and undaunted in our pur-
pose. But it saddens us to know of all our other comrades here, perhaps
unknown to us personally but who in their own way have struggled for a
better life for minorities and the poor, and have been hindered, or even
felled by such heinous tactics.

We hope this letter will be helpful in giving you more background on
the types of attacks that the Peoples Temple, as a socialist, predom%—
nantly Black organization has encountered in the United States. Despite
it all, we retain strong community support from people who know Bishop
Jones as a man of impeccable integrity and conscience going many vears
back. We owe an enormous debt of gratitude to Prime Minister Burnham,
Dr. Reid, Ambassador Mann, and countless other officials in Guyaqa's
government who have made possiblie the realization of a great socialist
dream for people who were previously very oppressed. No words could
be thank you enough, but it is our privilege to develop and expand agri-
cultural, medical, and educational programs as they will best benefit
Guyana and her gracious people. We here in the United States stand 100%
behind Guyana and the Jonestown program, and remain ready and willing to
assist in any way.

Thank you for your conscientious concern, and please accept the cor-
dial regards ‘and best wishes of myself and all my comrades in the Peoples
Temple in San Francisco. 3

Laurie Efrein,’
Corresponding Secretary



This statement and the attached can be read to press conference.
They can be combined, maybe abbreviated.
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in frort of o~ churchecs renrecsent the latest in 2 long serles

of sreposterovs attacks agninrt Jiw Jone= and Jeoplcs Teasle.
--in tho zottacic tais weei, reliative. of peoples Yenmple

members living in CGuyana have been ascembled to parrot vicious
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alanders and liem. They are using the ploy of %weing 'concerned’
ahout meaders of their fauiliesn who hzve chosen o 1live 2t

the feoples Tenple co-cperstive connunity in Gnyana, and are
makins falce statcments about the conmunity.

~=The United Siates Consvlate in Luyzna, which is thorourhly
fam:liar with the successful arricultural co-ogerative, ha:s
stated that it will be glad to ancwer any inguiries about Feoples
Temple Arricultural Liscion, and we refer any interested parties
to their offices for an objective account.

-—Unwillin~ to accept the decicien of neople to lead their

own lives accordinr to their conceience and coﬂV1ctio ns, the
group's attempts represent a clear atiack on individual rizhts

and liberties

~-= These who have orchestrated the campaign are resondible
for circulating the lies, and for over a year have been trying
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to recrult people 4o bucone Invelve? in the macsive snear canpalen,

aly the suter edre of a politically-inotivated conspiracy
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to destrey Feoples Tennle that hac heen operating on many levels.

whinh {S

Wiad sl

(J

-=The indlviduals for whom these prople Trofess such "concern’
are happy in Guyana, where they are leading wholesome, procuctive,
an' rewardin- live-. ti- have niterly rejircted the false overtures
of 'concern' on the wart of thelir rzlcotives. Thoy will be
mzkin~ duslle stateas-nts In the very necr futvre.

There ars: mrny huanidre2s eof Raemln --both melbers and non-
menbers-- who have rclatives living here in Guyenz, and who are
mest aporoving and supvortive of thelr cholcze 4¢ do so, and
with whom they have resular contact, both by mail and by radio-
telaphone communications. They are free to visit then, as is
anyone who 1o not lavolved in these uncerhanded efforis to
slander and abane our ecomvmunity and the people whe have declded
to come here out of their own iree will and consclence, and a
desirea to serve and 1live This co-ooirative 2if--iilc,

The group of people who have conzpirec to pronagate
lies sbout eonditions at this community {(and, as we now
have evidence, are plottins to ereate an International incident)
fnelude jpersons who have heen onze ¢ te fcozlco Tenplc for
a number of reason:, thouch they are especially upset that
membhers of their families have chosen to live co-operatively
and hove rejected their 1lifest:le, valves, and runive ndatterns,
Several of then, as affadavite and public statements of thelr
relatives here In Guyzna will elearly attegt, have exhibited mental
and vhysical eruelty to them, have proven uncaring, insencitive, or
donineerins and mo-~enzive, and arc actins and talking oux of
totally despleszble and, in sone cases, psychovathie motives.

- . B T e - . *1.T .y urk

AGURGE US LOlD DALV WESL are & Dordic group wWin

The individualsz who asuembled on the ctern of Feoples Temple
to : ich
peocle who,hawey~ other thingcy

—have tried to blacknall usi /’Hf -/~ F 2
-~have embezzled funds from the church while Infiltrating
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Ud for a nunber ¢f years;

~=havec bean involved in the manufacture of
anmranition, and have advocated pad, ridiculous
schenes of violenee. They have hperated In the
¢laseic manner of gg,n*:~a;gzogajqu;. trying to
influence younger member: of our orzanization (which
is non=-violent and devoted to achieving socicl
Jueticed and percacic theo to ialic roekleso courses
ofifviolence and terrcrich.

Included in the rrour are pebvnle who have used and traifichked
in éru-o; who have nolested ¢hildren, includine their owm {and
in one cate the very *child® who he is 3vyins o 'fet back' --
who i now twenty-Iour ygears oldé and wanti ne rart of hinm)s who
hove oocrzted boosh-nakin- and credit-cand rackets, Torged checks,
and =toldn soncy fro. the ebddiebtive in the anount of several
thousand dellars: who have abused and actually treated black
menbers of the church an house~claves; who hove enpaced in
fravd; who have exhibited s series of hizhly uastable personal
patterns in tholr private lives (ese, coficn),

The Tovmnle possesces affadavits on thece individuals, sworn
by the peonle who they are cupposedly so 'concerneds avsout. iFf
challenered In a court of law, we will mzke them publie.

THLSL PLOFL%, AGAIN, AR CRGANILERS, COLLABURATLRS, AND
RICRUITS, BCTH PATD AND VOLUNTLLR, Il A CCil3rIAsCY THAT Ha.
TRILL EVLRY TRICK INTTHD DOCL TO (in the wordc of one of them)
"DESTROY™ U3,

Conspiring with other Individuals, they have lied about
us, getting the worst type of snear znd innuendo-filled articles
in the presc. They have sent out agents to bribe people to 1lie
about us. They have employed the divisive and dirty-trici: methods
of COINTLLFRC that have been used mepeatodly to erush a number of
so-called *radiczl' ané *black-power' £Sroubu. . ;

liot enly have they 1lled vicloursly about this challenging,
guccessful ecommunity -- they have tried a host of underhanded
sohemees mabotagzing our commnications, instizsting bogus *investi-
gationa® that have never turned up anything while gettins headline

HH-1 ~ F3
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media coverage, creating an aura of 'gsuilt' about us. They
have attempted to cut off pensionc to elderly people In our

chursh, specifically those residing at our asricultural
project/community here In Guyan=, in on effort %o actually

starve out ehildren and old peorvie.

They have %ried to uze the Jtate ulepartient, Cengresslonal
offices, the Us3. Consvlate, everyone they could thint of to
sahotoge our worid in Guyanz, desceribod oy visitors ac a
model of co-~operstion, earninz the praisen of all who have
peecin what has been accom lished here. They have circulated
lies about us everywhere, planted smear articles about us in
newerapers and :izratines, try nr to sow division within=our
oreenizetion and within the progresszive community %y calling
us 'dangerous rqdicals.' Theyhhave tried Yo cend vnderwvover
arents into Guyanz to snateh away children from their rightful
~homces and parents, and have tried to pay off and brive offigials
%o helr them. low cones their latect threat: to flout the
law completely and send in hired armsd killers teo kidnap people.

They do nat like Jim Jones bDecause of his leadership and
organizational atillties, and %ecauce his grous has provided
a much more fulfilling, principled and rewarding life than
they ever could., Some, who were memberc of Feonles Temple,
are unable to face thelr own fallure to live up %o principles
of co-operation, sharing, ané ccnmltnent to soecial hustice --
and their only yecourse 1s tc try %o discredit and destroy
ammanazand an organizzition who continue to reflect ldealc
and practices that remnind them of their own fallures. wany of
these people are parents who failed thelr children miseradbly,
and are bitter because thelir shildren have sought and found
a better rozd. 3o it is not surprisins that they are only
too willins te join in $he chorus of those whe are trying

to tear down Feoples Temple. _

-

We have provided the medinm with details of the consdiracy
azainst us, how 1t has operated on deeper levels than what the
public will hear in the rantinrs of these liars and malcontents.

Whier o



e ALl

- ey s

T v e e . R - . I

STATEMENT = 4-14-78 ' Y
FEQPLES TEUPIE ACRICULMURAL NIS bIgﬂ “-

We are puttinz the entire grouwp on netices Jim Jones
and Peoples Temple are not about to rell over and play dead
for the plotters and the colladorators and false wltnesses
they have pukled together Ly hook and crook to help them.
We willgcontinue to firht this conopniracy --and expose it--
EVERY STEP OF THE waY, Ve are several thoucand strongi we
stand on our record of human serviece, and we will never
abandon our beliefs. lorcover, we vill continue to practice
them.

Persecution is nothinz new to us. Jim Jornes hag=

been through it for 25 years, cince the ..clarthy period.

ive have gone throurh arsoﬂits, rzeicto, hired assassing,
rock-throwars, snear-job srtists in the.wedia, red-baiters,
and Interminabdle harassnent, It all started when Jim Hones,
in the middle of a raclist midwestern citr, vrourht hlacke
and whites “ozcther i hi:z church, sirated $£21ling about
racial and economic justice.e.and doin~ gonethins ghout it.

If anyone wanis more docudentation, the full story,
we will provids i%t. And it'c quite a stery. 4e have already
exposed the criminal ¢ypes (somc with Nazi connections)
behind this eonspiracy, the orchectrctere of it all, the
behind-the-ceenes plotiing. AND 0T WILL EXPOCL IT AGAIN
AND AGATH, even thourh we don*t know if anyone in the
eatablichment media will hazve the guts to print it.

The stage-play in front of our church last week was
an exerclze in trying to Givert and fool the publie, by
creating a smoltescreen of lies and clanders in order %o
keer the mind of the publis off the eriminal activitles
{guch as hiring mercenaries) that they are involved in.
But it wont work, in the final anaj¥ysis. actuallyyq we
know that their circus *precs conference® was, ulfimately,
an emercize in futility, because the anti-Temple anti~Jim Jones
cabal is up against a powerful force that they cannot possibly
brinz downt the force of & movement Wased on economic and
soclal justice that has behind it the power of the people united,

Vel
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' Here are three examples of how the media campaign to discredit
Jim Jones and Peoples Temple works. In each case, the Temple is
spbtly accused, through implication and innuendo, of certain
crimes -- in these cases, burglary, influence-peddling, and
murder. In all three cases, afteg:ii'{i‘}'estigations are carried out,
it is discovered that not only ls the Peoples Temple completely
innocent of any wrongdoing, but that there had not been any
wrongdoing in the first place.

The first case concerns the 'break in' at New West magazine, in
which a file on Peoples Temple was supposedly ‘*disturbed.' Without
any evidence, and on the flimsliest of suppositions, a front-page
story is manufactured that is easily seen to be a publiecity stunt
to drum up interest in a forthcoming article on Peoples Temple. The
Temple itself called for a thorough investigation of the supposed
*break in' from the San Francisco Police Chief. The investigation
concluded that there was no break in at all. The entire case raises
great suspicion about the integrity of New West and the newspapers
that participated in tuilding this non-event into a front-page story
which also recelved coverage in many newspapers around the state.

Front-page headlines in San Francisco papers attempted to lzmply
that the FPeoples Temple was 'dominating' a school, or had a

‘*bloc’' of students enrolled by some sort of 'deal,’ Innuendo-
filled stories made the Temple again seem to be a disreputable
power-wielding organization. However, two weeks later, an article
far from the front pages reported on an 'official school department
investigation® which stated flatly that there W%as'no deals, no
gpecial treatment, no favoritism. In fact, the people making the
original charges .- to that effect 'disavowed their statements.’'

A third situation involved articles in the Fress Democrat and

New West magazine implying that Peoples Temple was responsible for
two 'suicldes,' and that one of them may not have been a suicide. Thc
Implication was that the Temple had taken the money of these people
and then did away with them. The articles, if carefully read. can

be seen to be based on heresay and allegations -~ no facts. But

when a coroner's jury was convened to probe one of the suicides,

the findings of suicide were upheld. '

The pattern in all three cases is the samet guilt by innuendo and
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" implication and heresay in the medias and lnnocence after

official, factual investigation.
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- By Ceorgr D.rﬁﬁer oo

" The office of New VWest maga< s

Zine av 325 Pacific 2venue was- .

Yburglarizad during ibe m'g‘xj:i ﬁ'\fuﬂf’;_
day” and, alibough uotbing was,.
‘tal.en, ediiors reporied that a file-
imolving People’s Temple and 1he -
Rer. Jim Jopes had beep “dis--

rarbad™ -, 7. -

Coptributing editor Phil Tracy:
10}d officers jt appeared to tim that:
on€ of 1be files bad been “jammed
back ip" tbe filing cabinet - -

Tracy spectlated tha_t'-a story.
“Back PageCoL5 . .-

 BURGLARY |

y S
Fiom Pagel. - - % o

1ht magazine is preparing 1o pub-
lish by Chrenicle reporier Marsball
Filduff sboul People’s Temple at
1639 Geary boulevard could have
been tzken out of the file and
pbotographed - .
Mike Frokes, associate minister
o People's Temple, said the Temple
had calied ihe oifice of Police Chief
Cparlet Gain and asked for &
1borough inrestigation of ﬂ:e__md:
dent L ) .
“Wed lke to koow whats
bHehind this because it's not us,”
Prokes said .ot

Reached last night, the Rev.
Mr. Jones said People’s Temple did
po participate “io any such aclivi-
ty. Certainly People’s Temple would
bave had not ope thing 1o gain by

sic 2Tl inls moluaranh fente

*“Let us all Lake poiygrapa 1ests,
voice priots” be added. “Myself,
every punister, ibe membership
would be most happy 1o take a
The Rev. Mr. Jones saig that “if

it {tbe burglary) ws done, unques-
tiopably {bere are some provoca-
teurs who want to, I guess, stop -
gepuing social reformers, 10 dis-
credi our programa”™ - U LTI
“How & ," Jopes asked rhe-
tbrically, "that someone knows ex-

- aclly sbere 10 g0 (in the New West
offices) 1o find papers tbal pertain
1o ope particular church unless
they bave someone inside which we

.d_ﬂnu-_-i:' . P

T

e g o+ o 1 -y

[T People’s Temple, which claims
, A congregation of 20000 siatewide,

1
*

2

Jhas become knoown i recent yvears

for its cbaritable donations 10

‘ neighborhood. senior cilizen and
' church proups. : .

-

. that when a secretary came 10 work .

Tracy said the New West office
was ¢losed al 7 pm Thursday and

© at 9 am veslerday she noticed that

* ———" .

FR

e

S A N DXL AL e

one of the secopd story windows
had been opeoed. -
Traty arived a few minotes
Jater and called police. He said he
immediately checked the filez on
the People’s Temple article
gause this was the only sensitive

_sfory we're working on”

. Tracy emphasized thal be bad
no idea who could have disturbed
the file, apd be w25 nol accusing
anyone. : .

* He wmid, however, there have

. been “controversy, confention and

iots of phone calls” since it became
known that the magazige, owped
by Australiap millionaire Rupert
Murdoch, was planning to publish
the story. -, __ e
. . Tracy said_the magazine bad
been| receivig pbone calis and
letiers since late May concerning

the yei 1o be prited article about

Peoples Temple s
" At least 12.9f the magarine's
advertisers bad called New West to
say they had received phone calls
complainiag that “we were aboul W
print a biased article about People's
Temple and the Rev, Jones,” Tracy
sajd . = .

e rem o mt T L - o el

(Yo

e+ = ——— v A=t

P e

Police officer Michael Duffy,
who made -out the original pdlice
reporl under the heading of “at-
templed burglary apd a suspicious
occurrence,” did Dot mestion that
the document allegedly disturbed
in the New West files coocerned
the People's Temple or the Rev. Mr.
Joges. .. L .

" Subsequently, Chief Gain's of-
fice called Tracy apd asked wheth-
er the disturbed fDes did in fact
ipvolve 1be Rev. Mr. Jones and the
Temple. Tracy said they did.

+ Chief Gain later requesied &
“copy of the police” report and

ordered 2 ful] investigalion by e
burglary detafl. )
S e . .

e - D,

HH-1-G3-



r— -

h

rass ed.itOr:

(7)":

Leu Wesi maeazme was bu.rglanzeu fast
pight apd  files op a sfory about the Rev.
Jim Jopes and his Peoples Temple were
-disturbed, ediiors of 1he mafazme repoﬂed
to police 1Day. . . .

Pobce were m\esuga;mg the repr.\ﬂed
LH k’dh l.ll - -

Tt was also Jearped New West's Northem
Califorpia editor, Rosalie Muller Wright, bas
moved ber two children {rom their home to
an undisclesed Jocation afier receiving intim-
1da.mg phope calls about 1be story.-

w nnm -md athar N.au Weet edilors
‘were emphanc that the magazine wifl print
the story, although publication bas been
delayed — for editorial reasons onIy — from

pext Monday umil at least July 4 .

‘There is uo way in the “oﬂd we're not’
‘printing that story,”
think they caz mumldate me, theyre erazy.

She sard lhal ey en if she could be scared
off, otber editors in the Rupert Murdoch
publishiog empire, which ownos the Los
Angelesbased maga.nne would not be

wrrinomt Murdoch has mmnons and he's

[UPCTL s WUim

Wright said. “If they. =

L AR ODhTip™
Paser— L2
FA1,9udE 17,397

T e = . o

4

had te N
Reachad Eu 4“'2‘-? YQ re LI

* “angrily denied thal anyone connecled with~

© Wright. '—f

Peoples Temple was involved eitber io‘the
reporied “purglary vor the’ phone ulls; o

"B somenne trying l.u 5el up Peap}s
Temple!™ ‘he demapded. “What possible *
reason would & church have which bas 8
reputation of domg no!hmg but good fnr
peop!e"" vy . ; LS

_‘l— T

 +” ‘He said when he qard of calls being

made 1o the offices of New Wes! be 10ld lns‘

only aggra\ atmg ine snuauun

+No ope {from my orgamz,atmn? is calling
Mrs Wright's bome, and I'm terribly sorry
and chagrmed if someone else is domg it be

'cuntmued_ .

\

“Tve bad !hreats on my Me 100. Thisis &
two-\\a) street™: . .

Jonﬁ suppested that there was a conspir-
acy aimed at kis ¢hurch that cou]d account
for the repon.edecuun-t

“Ellher a eriminal element & up'se1 with

" us because we're getting something done, or

committed 10 a fair story,” Wright sajd = militants are iryipg push peop]e oﬂ the

"We're putling them on nnuce 1t doespt
work.”™ - .

- e = - o
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——See Bark Page, Col 5
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_Rﬂ&@'éZEne Bur glar iz:lecx,
s harags editor-+ -

'_C}cr_.-E_E

-

i Peopts '.rempl'e hat -1 tave
gotien out of a militzgt orientation
apd 1o work wilhin the Irameu ork

of <ome:y. heea.rd. SO

Contributlng editor Ph.\l Tracy
sajd 3 window in New Wests
secondfloor office at 323 Pacific

hve. was forced open sometime
afier swafl. me:r.bers Teft tbe office -

) !7.-5: night. R

"I\u*hu:g wis talen but ﬁles
relating ‘10 1he story on Peoples

Temp]e were . disturbed,”. Tracy . .

said “The file was ip a certzin
“prder and The order was pot lhe
same uhenlumem 1bis mmmng,

Vv He suid none of tbe otber
staffers bad entered the unlocked
file and Do other mes were dis-
ﬂ:.rbad .

P erg‘h! sa.]d che ‘bad recened
* pumerous phope calls in the -past
““severel Gays from persons re!’u:mg
lo identify !hemsehe.; el
i "T‘hexr uhole game 5 morq

" jntipdation than threats” Wright
said. ~The first couple of calls were

. fishing expeditions. They were £

Jooking for me. Then when they

~figured out they had found me, I'd

get the’ ca!ls and he; \\ouId.u‘t szy
an\“lh,lng.’, P

- “Then the Jast two the}' said.
* Pon't do it’ T assume they m

pot to publish the story. Now thau L=

“not a threat .. it's more intimida-
'! tion. That's theu— modus operandi. .
e ST

= Tne ;un u.npubh_r.hed artic‘lehy o
i San_ Frahcisco -Chronicle réporier

5 Marshall Kilduff hasbeén the focus

;. of an intense and apparently well--
_prthestrau_:d _effort _to_ convince

A ey

= '_: —From Page 1 ’
brink -

Neu West ed:lors ot m prml lL

“"At first, the’ editors reported,
the calls were Jow Ley 2nd even
. informational. Coming from such
persons as Lt. Gov. Mervim Dymak
1y, Delancey Street founder “John
. Maher and business magnate Cyrfl.”

fagnin, the calls stressed the Rer.
Jones good ‘works in the communi-

Laler the -ca]ls and let‘lers
included demands that the article
be canceled apd made vague allu-
sions to serious consequence:, if it
uasn‘L R i

.. "Some of the ca.'lls also am::kal
writer Kiduff's personal m'legnty
and prof&smnal creﬁ;bmw

Among ‘the Ieners was ope”
from Jones' attorney, Fred Furth,
setting down a list of conditions for. .
an inférview by Tracy’ v-"llh the
chammauc church leader

e - .

" The coaditions mc)uded !ha:
Jones be shown a final draft of the

" jptenview before publication -—

nor.mau; an unaccep!zb]e practice
in the industry. Kew West editors
réefused and 1he interview - was
cance]ed. AT T T e
Jones and ]:us de\oted toliow-
iog, reporied at 8,000 in San Fran-
cisco and 20,000 stalewide, bave
emerged a powerful pohucal Iurce

“in San Francisea. + 7 77,

. IRY PRI R R
. Though church “spokesmen
deny that portrayal, Temple mem-

“bers have been extremely active in

“a variely of fecent campaigas ‘and °
Jones was nawed by Mayor Mos-
cone as president of the Housing
Authority after he threw his const-
derable weight behind Moscone ln -
his bid for mayor.. 7
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- Police’ ('mef Cha.rlv_s Gam actm'g' on a
re.,t.es‘. by Fetpies Temple lezder Jie Jones, bas

- ordered ‘2 full Investication of a reporied -

‘burﬂld‘; at offices of ?\en Foes m:ga:m

Tie Rev. Jones n.l'ed Gam from 'Ne\\ Sor}.
late vesterday afier New Wesl reporier wTiler
Phil Tracy reporied a breakdn, in which Tracy
pres snmed 1he 1a-ger wes & mapuscript of & siory
nbuut Jones spd hL‘ Peop'les Temp‘le. :

TOna angn'l; denjed thal an)one connecwé -
“witk hit churck had a::\'lhmg 10 do with the
;. breakin or “intimidating” Lelephone calls e
. Cceived af, bowe by Rosalie, Wright, I\eu West's
: J\onbﬂfn “California editoi’ = ° .
I 3§ Patrolman. Michael Duffy, who ‘made »
- p‘Hu‘r_mar} investigating, said a\ev West office
;‘; “wipdow appd:en'l.l\ wes jummed open and & bolt ..
. broken E AR

The window was -.lnuﬂs-de a fire escape oC
the second siory of & buudmp a1 223 Pacific Ave.

“Ac fa- zc J could gewrmnipe.” Duffy saif, "nic
enirance o the office was mads. Fowever, 1 can
© 53y any edUADLE wash't made.

BT oo

Duffy said Tracy 1oid lnm 1he office window

i[' JE’QESIV

__was p:u'nall} open \xh:n be n.s:red ihe mnm B

yesterday mnrcin'z

Toe U'u:er ue:ﬁ or o quate 1.¢m ¢ & ‘ing
be cird pot kpow if an\lmng bad been taken. bui
s2i@ 2 cabinet filinp casc ssimed 10 have Leen
vgisturbed.”

Toal ulmg case. arcording w TTecy. oL
tained the unpublished maepuscrip: @f 2 5ery
abouyt Joaes and the activities of Pevples "'L,.ple
written ‘b\ Chrcmcle repoﬂer o .:(hav }ulduﬂ

Wh) !he mtruder or iDUudf:rs did pot iake
the manuscript’ was & ‘puzzling element ip the

* case Tracy, according 10 Duffy, sei€ be thinks ik

intruders mlght ha\e pbotographed LA = P

Editor Wrght_left bome with ber.
chilgrep Thursday night after receiving anu'her
o! 2 series of phone calls from someens whe szic:
“Dopt do 77 < - =

S5 said she presumed the celier memit New
West shauld pot pubbsk the JonesTeoples
Temple a.ru"lL

e von‘l be {ptimidated.” Wright said.
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" Case stnll open
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- A reported brezk in at !he .Pamfc Avenue offices
of New West magazine here remained classified I:ry
pOhce lDda) as "an aﬂemp'ed bu.rg]ary . -faq -
= The bu:g!aqr aﬂempl oceurred on |.he njght of -
Jusne 16 and Inspector Gerard Evans, afler conducllng z
_foIIov. ~up Inresﬁgauun, repo-ted. - .

* i1t i the conclusion of the m\ectlganng ofﬂcﬁ' .
lhat, because of the lack of physical’ endenc‘f, em.ry .
was pot made to the New West office betwesn 6:30 p.m. .
JunelﬁandQLmJunel?.— i R -

E\ans récomended 1hat the c'las:xrcahon of lh.r.s .
remain asan auempled bu:gia.ry -

" repor was submitted 1o Police Chiel Cbartes
Gain by Capt. John Mahoney, commanding officer of
lhe propert) crimes division of the mspﬁ:lors bureau

. Galn,’who bad ordered the investigation at the
request of Peoples Temple Jeader Jim Jones, made
Ppublic a report on the i.nvestigzbon ;e.sl.erday. )

J‘-ew West staffer Pb.ll Tracy I.o!d Patrolman
Micbhael Duffy of Ceptral Station, who made the
preliminary investigation, that folders- coplaining
material on Jones appeared to be ap mfh or 50 higher
in the file cabinet than the other folderm --3; -~ 2. 7

" Presumably, according 1o Tracy, the Joes inated-
al was lhe objecﬁve of the reporied break-in altempt.’

) Rosalie anht, the magazioe’s Nortbern California
editor, s2id an article on Jones will be pubhshed “in the

Dear !u‘ture. e e -

On and sioce the night of the hreak in altempl, she
said, she has received several barassing phone calls, the
Jast belng Iate Jast Thursday pight. = . O

. On that occnsinn, she sald, ber p‘hone rang five
times at three-mioute intervals, with the callar eath
time banging up u1tbrmt speaking. .

.. Wright ralsed the guestion of why the premises
weren't dusted for fingerprints untjl the Monday after
the burgtary report, but said she would have no !ur!her
comment unill the Jona article 5 published. oo

© Temple staff member Harriet Tropp szid that in.
view of the police finding that there was no evidencg of

% an actual break-in “fears that ‘the femple would be
. misrepresepled in a Iorthmm.l.ng article are mon thm
Jusvified” . - J

" She added that sarious quEbDnS arise as i?nlhe
. motives of those who sought publicity for an incident .
which prmed lo be enﬂrdy v.ﬂ.hout substamiation. .

1¥¢ fH-1-GT
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Cops 1' ulsi @

Afler insp cting 1he al!eged
crime éccoe xd inlerviewing em-
rlovees, Szn Francisco police inves

tigalors szid yesterday they don't’

beu“\e the office of New West
IsecaTine on Pacmc 2veDue was

burglarized on ibe night of June 16..

. The magazines editors clajmed
their office had been b-oken lato

uf off Me o 6517

was lzl €1, !he; said cne ol’ i‘)e ﬁ]es
bzd been “jammed back™ nr.o the
filing cabinet

T Comnbutmg editor Pril 'I‘recy
czid 2 secretary had found a fife on
Feople’s Temple, 3E59 Gezry boule-
vard, sticking out zbout ope inch
He speculaled the file might have
been removed, photo”mphed .:nd
stuck back in 2 burry. R

'_
FEe L {.’L“'& 'LQ“L“

. L™ 20—}
g, f
3

The - file- coac:rnbd Fy cldry
ihatibe rrzpezine is prepiring 1o
publish Ly Chroaicle Reporter Mar-

- shall KH3uff about Ihe Filimore-

district chuich and its influeatial
Jeader, the Rev. Jim Jones -

Folice Czplaip John A M:bo- .

oey, commznder of the burglary

Eeck Page Col, I-

" tbat might, zod although pothing

. made.

MAGA

o

From Page'l'
demﬂs property erimes. dms;o
reported Yesterday that” his ofti-
* cers, including fingerprint experts .-
and cnmmoln,,:sls, could find po ~
specific evideoce of 3 brezk-in :t
lhe omce on lhe <econd ﬂoor._ .

“ 1) The xepgrl " which ]\.abone) :.

sajd ‘was based oc -a [‘thorough._

" iav eshgahon ‘of 1be crime scene” -

copcurred \\1111 an origipal police - :\"hee\ ]‘;’f :;'g:;g ae?fdgx?r;]gfbp:’:}‘

réport_of the mc;dent by officer . maprks and hat secietary Cathy.’

Michael Duffy, Iiled on the day - 2

sfer e weivin, i yere. Jariend fond e ot et
ch ‘L_ mnrmng ; 3

Duffy ‘.had repor‘bed “hat be = - ’

E The pobce interpieted 1be pry
found noendenceofe{n.r}_mw'lhe‘ ks as the resull. possidly, of
»==T" 2 * someont baving “lampered” with
- The nv &‘“25"05 of the SUE  {he window beforé the time & new_

Jock war insizlied a1 the behes o{
the editors afier the_\, !eh : burgla
alleced 1y had vecurred. - = 7L

. v Txew West's ]\or:hern Cah!or--
Ty _investigatiog the] Wipdow pia editor, Roszlie Mulier Wright,.
“took, exception yésierday: o lbe>
megazine's writers, Jon Carroll, had poute d&PMini f,pdmo;. say-
ms

helef Tas o i .
few days before when e le ttepgol - - “ \..1: s!opp'\ pobce vort. —'-.,'_

. - *1 am ot surprised the police
did pot find apy evidence for &
burglary that 100k place oo Thurs .
day nighl, hecavse they dldp’t even s,
tzke fingerprints until the j‘ol.lnw-

" ing Monday. I1's ezl sYoppy police

’ vork in fact, it’s 1ud:crous, she-,

N
- When Carro[] was mIen :eued
"Dy _police, be szid be had climbed 7
““down the fire esczpe from the third ~
"floor and got‘ten hack _inside “ihe
office by opsning an unjorked -

R wmdou zng clmbing througk it

S

.. The ediigs still claimed ¥ &-aer ’
da\ the identical meihod of eniry :
- was_vsed by the zlezed burglar.-*

N
-~

EE

“That waé on J’une 1’ Cavrolls

b

by Calman

z Ty ek
‘Hahone; szid his in tigaloﬁ?_
d]dn‘: send crime lab personpe] 1o

~ ‘ o oﬂ'n:a

* . po&nd break-in cestered on 2 win-

- dow _that edilor_Tracy” said bad
been ro;ced open by th-

i‘ lheor\r. p‘:vae found that ooe of the

! -Jocked himself oul of the oifice a
tot lhe ba!h.roum_ R S
ffngerpru:ls weré the only ones-
pobce Iound 23] ihe \undou ac-

N 1
e e e dopenl o
MEN and WOV-EN -'
- -

_ 1be scepe uptil Monday because:

“ officer Duffy, io his original repor't. -
* said be found pot real eudence ofa

brca!\ in

LA <poLcsperson for Ptoples
Temple, Harriet Tropp, s-a]d tbll
since police concludad there was no

rezk-in, it is obvious that the
fears of our members und many -
compiunity Jezders that People’ss
_Temp!2 would be misrepresented in” ¢
Tthe fonbcommg article are more
. lhan jLstifled.' e

Lemmt o
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L A! r m<pe~c1 ng’ be aﬂeged
* “¢rime scépe and m1ememng em-
ployees, San Franclseo police Inves
ngators said yesterday they don’t
believe {he office of New West
magazine on Pacific avenue was
burg]-nzed on the mgbt of Juge 16

‘ The magazine's edifors claiméd
. tbelr office bad been Lreken inta",
lhat night,” and "slthough’ nothing -

. was taken, they szid one of the files
had been jammed back" into the.
hh.ng cabmet. s

o Contnbulmg edJ‘.or Phﬂ Tracy
* "é2id a secretary bad found a2 fe on
_People’s Temnple, 1658 Geary boufe-
.' vard, sticking out about cpe inch.
He sperulated 1he file might have

' bazn removed, phnlno'aphnd znd "

siuck Tack in a bhrr; .

© Tae file ceoo ermd B ostory
thel the magzzine Is preparing to
pudiitk by Chronicle reporter Mar-
52l Fiiduff zbout the Fiumore
. district church and its infivestial
leader, the Rev Jxm Juna .

et " Police Capdu: Tnh_n A "gho-
bey, commander of the burgiary
detzil's prapufy ¢rimes divisinz.

D@ﬂbspw of il |
CJ/m@BLr@@E

ﬂ'vu-s June 30, 1977

.25 San 'Tr..nnsw {,ﬂ)rum(lr f«*
¥

' ‘g-am

ﬁngerpnuts \.\c-re Ihe on]y ones
police_found on the wlndow ac—_{
cordmow Iabeueysreport. 1-’ g |

When Carroll was intenieued \',_
by police, be xaid he had climbed
down the fire escape from the third -,
fioor 2nd goiten back irside the i

office by opening an unlocked ==
\n.ndou and clun‘bmg Ihrough IL~- :

‘ﬂJe E‘dhﬂl’S sh]] claime 3 bt
Gdy the identical method of etry -
was used by the alleged burglar.’ |
. Toey ==id i5e sill and zn old bolt-- |
_type Jock showed evidence of pry. j
“marks, 2nd that s secretary Cathy
Waﬂand fovod the windew open %
when she came to vork Friday i
@oTning. .

Police in erp.eled 1he prs
markx as {%e resudt, possibly, of -~
someone Laviep "'u::ﬂpEl’&ﬂ with
tbz wicdow. The police noted cer-
tajp marks-of 0<.D‘ag° on the old
lock or the wingow.

Fol]a-mg The purpaned bur_— =
glary, z new Jock was lnsmled.*,g._

wNew West's Koribern cmrm-' A
pic editor, Rozelie Muller Wright,

i reporied Yesterda¥ ibat hit offi .. exceplion vestsrday 1o the - .
; cers, including fingerprint e):perEA police departmenls l"mdmgs, sy ¢ g
- 'an@ criminolrgists, could fisd no ing: N :
& speciic, ewdence of a breakdg av __ " ... - dT . .
. _the office on th¢ second ﬂoor “It wes slopp; pohce “o'!:.‘

[ g -vn.A..!;-..- .
E 'I'ne report — which Tu'd:oner w2 not surpnsed the police

waid was beted on a "Lho'ough
ipvectigation of the criron scene™ —
concurred with ap origical police
report of the incident by officer
_ Micbael Duffy, filed on the day
zfler the breakin claims were
mad& - ......,.-—-...—._ _;

Sl e an s

. -pu--

found no evidence or enl.ry into the
office - "‘—' .

.. The_investigatiop of the sup-
posed ‘breakdn ceotered on 2 wip-
dow tbat editor Tracy said had
. been forced open by the alleged
lmruder.v . B

£, . In m\ eshga;‘mg the window
menn Police found that on= of the
: magazine s writers, Joo Carroll. had
Jocked himsell outl of the office a
. few days, before™when he Jeft to g

1 ;nn-ph-lhrmnn =
&g S2threcnt,

-

said
UI-LH_} IJZI.I leponeu Loal nu .

did pol find any evidence for a .
burgiary that took place on Thurs-

day pigln, beczuse they dldp’t even |

take fingerprims until the foliow-

irg Monday. It's real sloppy police

work, in fac, it's Iudil:rou_s,'_j she

s

Nabhooey said his investigators -
didnY sepd crime 1ab personnel to
the svepe uptil Monday because
officer Duffy. io his original report,
said be fmmd oot real ev :de.m:e ofa
breakin. . . --_' cmax
A sm}.esperson for” Peoplzs
Tewple, Barriet Tropp, said 1bat
since police concluded there was o )
brezk-ir, “it ix obvious that the
fezrs of our members ané many
community Jeaders that People’s HH-,/G?

Temple would be misrepresented i

Lt L

. .. he fortbeoming article are morel "[2'

lhanhlsn-ﬁd-. "‘" '4 ‘& mma ba
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By Mupshall Kilduff

Bigh Schoat students belong-

irn,; Lo the Poogles Toinple, which is
led by the ¢ itreversial Rev. Jim
Janes, 2rpurently obitrined specinl
tivaument2tlawing them 10 attend
a sinele public high school in large
nuemhers, it was learped vesterday.
AbLout100 ssudents from the temple
voreliid ta Soptembor at Oppor-
ety i lu W Svhool al 160 Smth
Vep Moo, aceurding lo tcheher-
woit oo Ru 1 Cubaral,

Tne schoaf, which fas an en
rofimeat findt eof -
rorral e o wsiting tist or several
:.n I ,nd siulints secking to take
alternate-style cur-
rivu! um duesigned for probkm siu-
cents’

“Thewe temple students came
in as a group, and everyone here
knew it was part of an arrangement
with Yvonne Golden Who runs
things bhere,” Cabral said’ -

Golden, who fs coordinator of
the school, said the lemple students

were adinitied aumuu:g o fryty
cedures that we have established

Back Page Col 4

?w_.‘!_k‘,n}‘cn'" L I

P

_ James, Bill Graham. Af But nobody

didfrom those Kids. Whea he Tamie |

; ples printing press.

.

Fromn Pagel .~ -

here. They were screened by our
own studem.s." ' i

Golden sald student applica-
tions are made in person and &
prospective pupil is then inter- |
viewed by a group of current -
studems at !he schoul . !

HG'SCHooL'j

“There is 00 special criieria
other than the stedent’s de.slre 1o
stiend Gpportunity 1 High School o
the said. . ' i

e dJeckined 1o diccuss her
schicol's enrcollineat figures or the
school bac‘«‘grm.nds of the temple
studenis., :

AsteH she thought it u‘nlsu‘ﬂ
for a third nf Bep students to be -
from a single souvee, Golden saig, 1 -
regard suct speml tion as confi-
dential”

Cabral said the temple =1umnts
were In many ways model pupils.
As a'group they were not repeated-
ly absent—- a pariicvlar piroblem
for some Opportunity studsnts—
and their reading levels Were high
engiigh to boost Qpporiunity to the
top rank of larger cliy high schools.

. “Jim Jones even ¢ame by and
gave me $200 for haschall unitforms.
There were 11 temple kids the 15 -
guys 1 had on the baseball tcam, ¢

and they came 10 ea(h pracl[ce,
Cabral said .

. i

Rut Cabra! and ‘athed teachers i

noticed other aspects of temple 1
student life. Often the pupils were
plckpd up after-the school day on
private buses owned by the temple.

i

[}

" “Also It ‘was clear that Jim
Jones was somelhing special in
.

thois Huase' Thot wora alwave 1al
AHTH YOS d0bv) WOIT inag s San

ing about him,” Cabral said. -
“We have had a lot of heavy :

people come and talk to the stu- |

dents—Angela Davis, Margo St':

got the -ovatoion that he {Jones :

e _ B VEML o~ PR

on, It was hke God hlmselr Cabral

3 )

e b et

oo’ .anolher occaslon. Cabralg

! and two' non-lemp]e studenis went

to the church’s headquarters at®

) 1859 Geary boulevard ‘to have a-

schooi paper printed on ibe um- ,

-

“All throe of us were searched
as we came inlt really blew my ,

‘ mind. Then afterwards they were
- very fricadly while we talked about -
] la) oul and pholos," Cabral sald."

P

<y v

WUBUE Ay el d Uiy il
controversy since being portrayed '
in New Wcsl magazine as the near- .
lotal Teader of a religious group

sirong oolitleal sanmootdne
B PR LORBECa RS,
1

The mngaaine story F:iid that, |
aceording to former mamtors, len-
ple foffowers were bealen for mif
nor infractions of church rulss,
recruits were won over with fohed
Ezalings and real and persona
property was turned over to 1!e
church.

Jones has’ remained ar the
church’s agricultural mi< i~a in
Guyana since the story wis g
li-hed two wecks ago, Too e
jeadrrs here have deciiaed 10 dis-
cuss the story, except 10 say that
the harges are not irue.

In addilion to tie
Opyrctuaity 1 oikor tecll
s hinve fell the effvdls
teniple style.

r
private hizh scticol ..l L Jl (' HS
nitosteest, said tho churchreneniod
on 4 fuition agieerent invelving 13
sturdents in £675, '

te saed lwemple officizls “pres-
sured” him inty diopping a fee of
£4263 when the siudents it the
sehool at the Christras bregk in
that year and degided to transfer 1o
Washington High School for the

rest of the vear

o8 On year.

Cole said the chureh had
sipned an agreement to pay each -
student’s tultion of $1490 per year.
The agreement called for a penaliy
tee that totaled £4269 if the stu-
dvnts decided to leave before the

schoo! year was up. . H

_“\e'd hired teachers for the
year and turned down other stu.

~ dents who might have attended for -

the_ year,” Cole said.

- I3
“But when 1 told them this, *
they said they were a charitable

cgroup and could not afford the -

penalty. When I still refused, they
sent over a delegation of their

. members and I got five or six calls

at home that night,” he said.
Cole said he first refused to

urn over grade trancerints for the

o over grade transcripis Io

+
13 students, but then relented.

“The temple said they'd tahe -
me 1o court. We didn't have enough
mopey for an attorney, and 1 felt
we'd bitten BIf more than we could
cbew. :

. . Cole said he then gave the

lrans(‘np!s to a temiple member,
“but the whole thing left a sour

 \aste.”

A temple spokesman could not
be reached for comment on_the
allanationg. al i} I Iy 4

SLegationk
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TaMCLe (_f},._n*_:_’ih

<ludems bd(-rcmg 10 the (c'nim\cﬁla! Pewla :

Temple were nol given Cspetial adnissicn treatment 10

i iy . Op,urumn) 11 High S hool alt hough they 81d mcke up -
. pezrly a hir d of the enroliment, 20 ufficial tt‘nool

' _deﬂanme-ﬂ m\ "oahon mntludt-d Vi .e'da) ..

T The “speCial mqmr} was 1ou(hed off wbed Teports”
Cin 1be press. “tvo w eeks 280 ‘indicated alarge pumberof 11 -
hgh schiool s!udems who were folowers of the Rer. .
L dim Joneshed € olled al ihe, e\-penmemal tnho_ol Jast'
) Rep.ember.-,? PRTHET LS e
L Geveral 1Cachers ; and, Lm.n:e‘lm* at Opﬂonunin [1
- gstimated kot 100 1g” 130 Church students ReELe
T samitied ibrovgh 2 special al'l'..fL;,e‘_‘)En‘ \nlh Y vonne | A
< Golden,ihe school's copurdinallr, .and regl whols |
en zdmarer of 1he Rev. Ml Jones. L

Ew John C‘e-c'land the. d.*.ncl aftc-(.in'ie mper\n . \ .

‘I':"Idt‘.'ll for inslruction. “szid 1bé three 1eachiers, »bo -

,2de the charges 10, L.el\ .aler d.-::s\m\ed theéir: / -
: o i

_f-:‘l (—TJ(‘DLS.
et

apers

1hem wilh an_ auume; o lhe \
bey had, 'bs-en mltqumed.

"\\'hen wela |cd
. ruum here._ lbeg lo]d u
d s2id i1

. i
4 Clexe a0
_emc\“lx..snl ducumen!s }
m-.-mbe_r of the. t.hurch )

LT

X .

T Bm he t\a.:d Goldm told him the remple qudems'

pumbered ” “about BO" out o{ \‘he r-nhuols \o-zl

en rollmenl oI oOD
!

[]
1
+ : -
H .
3

Clc-\e‘!-nd r.a:d Were %ag no \m.mmg ‘hs\ \\hen fhé 3
studenis applied 12! Sopiember, b nd no othor stundents 3

“1 'were diepiar ed by the_'lar,,e srale’ 4r:i\ al of lbn le_rnp‘le H
M i

b cgniingent

<ToAs farzs 1 can 1€l the’ main rcz:un for lhe q
cemp!e) swudents zuending Opporluml) “was Ahe facl ]
\hat Rer. Juncs, ‘admired 1ke \\a;\\\ unoe Gulden ran
'.he sthonl CIE\ e‘L..nd 5aid.




e

"But his credibility in the public wind suffered even further damage,
and the wmedia has not been of a mind to rectify their wanton impugning
of Lt. Governor (George) Browan's character. On the contrary, a Black

journalist with the Denver Post has remarked that stories writteo of a

_positive nature aboult Lt. Governor Brown are suwmarily killed,

suggesting that the management policy of the Post is to destroy him
not only through negative coverage, but by the absence of couerage

when coverage might show him in sn_unadvantageous light.

"The depravity of the media, the disregard for human life, the

ludicrous proportions of their pettiness, the panorama of their sordid,
racist ;witchhunts that send reporters scurrying after imaginary demons,
and editorial writers stalking goblins im the dark was fully portrayed

in this indicent."
- Mary B. Warner

The bPIlemma of Black Politics
}
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Suicides

Coninued Fem Page 1A)

) pm.ﬂems lo]d his mother he plal.ned to’

len ll'lE J(—n plf: l]'] L.vU> di k'!t') ﬂ\. UUI. a
manth laler, Head 100k is wwn life at

cording 1o ,.m‘;ce rentrts,

New Wesl called for an o[h(']a! prebe

 of the Head scicide. The magazine said

Head apparenily called a neighbor the
right before he died and czid be was at

" the Temple “and nodudy \swld bring him

t

back and he hzd no muney.”

l The Press Demourat has discovered

jrregularnities in the reeords of pr ty
_Eifts to the church. Ex-followers claimed
L‘}e_\ were pressured to sign their homes
* gver to the Peoples Temp e. They said -

ooerty was aflen q!l\(‘lll resold 1o H

;!hc property was ofl
" raise fun®s for Rev. Jones' projects.
v Former member Elmer Merlle, whe

theught the properiy was Leing u_sred
“over lo {he Pecples Temple. Bul docu”
.ments in lhe Mendocing County Recors
"der’s office show that Merile's house was -

i
,Eave his ‘mme 1o the chusch, said_hé ‘;

.trensferred to a business parinership o .
erated by top Temple officials. -

§
The parinerskip, called Valley En!er-. :

prises, included Joues™ wife Marceline,

/?;-en znd oiher clwrch leaders. The .
7 .

perty was later sold.
Records show msnthe between the:: :
fime chirch members signed the proper-
Ty transfers and the date of m‘mg by Lhe :
“Peaples Temple. - '
i Many of the documents were maiarlzed' i
by Stoen, But Mertle said he ne\er ap-
‘peared before Stoen, as sworn in lhe f
courthouse documents. «-: -
; More'than 30 homes and parce]s were
reported to have been signed over ta the
church. Viola Richardsen, Mendocine
County Clerk-Recorder, said she has no
reason {o probe the properdy transfers
i'as long as_the documents are in o: der
5nd the fees are pmd " :
i The Temple is under Investization by:
thé Mendocino Counly Social Services:
Depariment, houe'.er following charges
that public mone} to support yeuths and§
elderly peaple in Temple care homes is
‘channeled intp the church. Ex-members
‘said care is substandard m the Temple ]
Yhomes, “which are “stil operatmg in the
Red\iood Nallej'area- o i o o0 F
Janes has also’been’ accused of :hgmg
[Jake “bealing”™ ceremomes and claiming {
lo be God: Former members szid they
, were beaten for such infractions as smok-.
mg. talking to outtiders or sleeping dur-
mz Junes® allday sermons, !
" Jones™ attorpey Charles Garry dl‘Pu"
ed the charges, and said the preacher

will answer quesbons when he returns
from Guyana._Garry said the Temple i’

! consndermg a2 libel suif agdinst New
CWest Lh s e e ....:—:—.:r;
160
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el Aticoney D_--can Jomes has
bren gucricd by 8 San Francizco
te'evision siation s 1o whether there
vwere eny doetbiful circumstiznoes
surrounding the death of Miexine
YMarpe, 30, op Al *arch 23, 1970. .
Mrs. Rarpe, s memtar of ihe Pc-‘;
Toinple, was fousd kaegi

ing frem a
rzfier of hir garz Je on Fester Court in
Talnage. According 1o the coroner's
reporl, she had kratted a heavy daty
cord arcund ber throal then slood on a
trurik. Death occurred at 1:20 2.m. that
d2y and the body was discovered sbout
scven hours laier. ’
James has referred inguiries on (he
official cuicide te a deputy zllcmney

;’ ‘42; 2

zereral in Szn Froncisco since Lhe

ceneral's office kas baice
sd the People’s Temfle and
al re‘ A in czch case hzs
2ol evidence thal 2ny
2ing kad 1rken plsce.
rizs ficm the ig'evision
end Irom he cowriler of a
People's Termple“expase™inthe Aug.
ir=ue of New West mzgzzine, a r("(.‘fnl])?

Yaunched poblication, are zpparealy

he result of the mejzzine article
which liberally quoled dissicent
former members of the People's

. Tample who wese critical of the pastor,

Jim Jones,

Jones, “ho s visiting a Pc:-;‘1c‘s
Temple youth facility in Guyana,
South America, is suffering from a

‘severe ear infecton, acdurding o,

Kiichae] Prokes, arsistant pagtor, With
Rev. Joaes is Tim Slocn, former
Alnndocine Co:r'::y assgistant district

_#lturney, who is 2 strong supporter of

and ega) coonsed for the church,
"Prokes did not indicate as te whenv

Rev. Jones, who has boen described

as 3 patent religious and palitical figare
in San Francisco and Las Angeles,

\\Ould return fo California o arswer h:s .

Taccusers. -t g
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: < The cucum:tances surrounding the dezth of a 2 \
%ar old man associated with the Peoples Temple will 3
be xn\estzgaied by the Los Anuela count) comner: A

o

ofuce,, 1l“aslearned 5&518rday.- TN

TAn 1nque51 “'111 be, beld on October 2() at lhe
requcsl of the Jocal disiTict: attorney’s office 16 clear ™
“severa) questions raised by an initial coroner’s report of s
the desth of John William Head, who reporledh !eaped

to his deatb on Oct. 18,1975, - i :;_ L

Al

The cise of Head bad been highlichted in & New -
West story dealmg \nlh Lhe contm\ erS!a.! cbu.rch and

its sirong- “meu lt‘duer the nr:v Jim -Juura. S

1o the magazine sion prmted in Au"US‘L, Head was _
portrayed-as an erotionally unstable person who bad
turped over £310,000 in sllver bulbon 10 the church “hile
he was h\mgmU}uah. IR :.-_;_'-.: =

. Head later moved 10 Los Angeies "where be lived at _
a Iemple bome, according to tbe mmagazine, and the-.
night before his death be reportedly phoned a family
pcighbor in Ukiab to <a) he was upsel mlh be church

u

Ly

’ and was penmless. - T, . _.,_:'_ \

Afler Heads bod;,' was ionnd a coroner’s réport
indicated he bad died from a leap from a threestory

warehouse,. but 'in a "later notlatior in the same”
E." o

- In addil:on the report said there \\ere DO scars on
Head's body though his family cl2ims there was ample
evidence of scars on the man's right leg left by some
3N smche.s rcsulung Irom a motorey cle accident. ~

- Head a!so ]eft a 'b)ood soaked nnle but coroner“s _

df{icials did oot attempl to have a ]aboralory proce_gs
the message in order 10 learn its uordmg o= G

“Jt may turn out (o be a sumde afler all, 'bul we -
wan! 10 learn why all these things werenl done..sald
Richard Becht, a deputy district auorne; who heads

A

the bureau of spec:al operations ~  Sa- .-t -
. = —L it .
e e N T - Ou.r Conupondcnl
(tL .
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- Beesth by Suicice . --
Finding Is Uplield =
R i ahseld 11
e R g = -Z?‘ v RS
- Los Angeles - . xil v R
The otficial description of death by suicide of 2 22-
year-0}d man associaled with the Peoples Temple and
jts controversial leader Rev. Jim Jones was upheid by & -
coroper’s jury in Los Angeles )-?ﬂerc_!i-ly._ Ty oy e J
" The jury bad been calied to. consider. several
apparent discrepzocics in the original report -— by the
coroner and police’ — on the death of John William
Hcag, who leaped to bis death on Oct 18, 1975 )
. At the 'mquést.l police and coroner's officials |
_testified that a bloody scrap of paper was found in
Head's pocket with the words “Peoples Temple,”
“Jopes,” and “John."” But the officlals said they could
pot decipber the rest of the message and declined to
describe it 2s 2 suicide pole. RSOt
: In addition corozer’s officials Qlarified the address
where the body was found because the {irst report had
listed two locations. i . .

L}

A’coroper's spokeswoman also said that a long scar
on Head's right Jeg was pot mentioped in tbe first |
report because other means of identification were [*
The case of Head had been highlighted in a2 New
West magazine article dealing with the church and its 1
enigmatic leader. =~ - - .. Ll T s
. - - :Our Correipondent 1.
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Pat Richartz

Charles Garry

1256 Market

San Francisco, CA. 94102 Novenmber 9, 1977

Dear Pat & Charles,

) Enclosed are the budgets you requested for the film about
the Guyana projects As I stated at the bottom of the budgets, we
can probably do evan better cost wise than the current flgures
state. My ccll--1es in the film industry here in New York have
all rallied fround, offering every possible service in order to

_make this film a superior cinematic statement.

George Craig, my boss, has offered to go to Guyana as
location sound person with all his equipment. He's been in the
business for 15 years and does fabulous work. He will also trans—
fer the sound to magnetic film and provide and edit music and

sound effects. - :

Morton Bruus, an excellent cinematographer from Denmark,

AP Pamad hils mewudcaa aati
ffered hils services in shooting ths film. He just shot a

as

£filw in Cuba for Danish television. He's extremely interested
in thh People's Temple and their activities, as he has been in-
volved in a similar project in Denmark.

o

Keith Robinson runs a film editing house in New York and

¥ e
has offered to run the film through one of the best labs in the

city at no charge, He has also offered editing space and will
ses what he can do about getting film at a discount and the cam~
era, etc., for less,

" George Meyer is an excellent young composer who ha
al music 0

8
E k]

is services if we want an origin usic score which coul
a

make this film fantastic.

Then there is Terry Allen. T will direct the film and
edit it with great sensitivity into a powerful, drama%lc state-
ment. Having just directed -a documentary film in the Caribbean

eimilar to the one you have proposed, I feel especially qualified

to handle the project.

offered
bl

o

j» N

Those of us mentioned above are enthusiastically willing
to do everything we can to make this picture a success. In return
for our good faith it seems fair that we should each be guaran-
teed a percentage of any profits realized by the film. We have
distribution connections ourselves and will certainly use them
when the time comes.

George, Morton, and I are ready to begin prodtction as
soon as it's possible. Just let us know when,

Love, ¥*d::242/2
Terry ;/ %//y’//#/
1600 Broadway, Room 501

New York, New York 10019 .
{(212)24,6-4L688-W; (212)7&7-3138~H.
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BUDGET FOR A 30 MINUTE FILM

16mm, color — 6:1 shooting ratio - nine day shooting schedule

PRODUCTION

f£ilm stock (7247) 20 400* rolls @ $40./roll
recording tape @ $2.50 a roll

Nagra IV tape recorder with accesories
Bclair ACL camera with accessories

lights (optional)

bulbs for lights (4 at $13. each)

trinad 211 a ﬂav\

WA AUV | Wk W

filters ($1l4. a day)
Subtotal

POST PRODUCTION

process film, work print (.18/ft.)
magnetic stock { .03 /Tte)

transfer sound ($20. our)

code work print and work track

editing room and equipment
leadar and f1ill
mis¢. editing supplies
music rights and/or composition
sound effects
titles, opticals
negative matching
editor's fee

sound mix ($100./hour)

Subtotal
PRINTS
answer print ($.40/ft.)
release print ($.10/ft.)

Subtotal

Final Subtotal
CONTINCENCIES (124 of Final Subtotal)
TOTAL

-+ +--108,00

COST SAVINGS
$ 800.00
no charge 30.00
no charge 300.00
400,00
95.00
52.00
55:00
70.00
» )
no charge 1300.00
no charge 225.00
ne charge 80.00
120.00
no charge 1200.00
nc charge 150.00
no charge 75.00
500,00 {negotiable)
no charge
1,000,00
500,00
800.00 (negotiable)
800,00
] L]
432,00

$ 5,732.00
$ __700.00
$ 6,432.00

Please note: The above budget is based upon the lowest A
g0381ble prices I can get at present. It is likely that we will
e able to get a better deal on Just about everything listed here,

but it is best not to count on that now.

The fees labelled pegotiable are contingent upon funds
available, and monies needed for survival during the-post pro-

duction period.

There are no fees included for production work, however
some percentage of any profit should go to those who have given

HH /= H 2

their services.



BUDGET FOR A 60 MINUTE FILM
16mm, color — 5:1 shooting ratio — 2 weeks shoot

PRODUCTION

film stock (7247) 27 LOO' rolls @ $40./roll
recording tape ($2.50/roll)

Eclair ACL and accessories

tights

bulbs (6 @ $13. each)

tripod ($l1ll1./day)

filters ($14./day)

Nagra IV tape recorder and accessories

Subtotal
POST PRODUCTION
process film, work print ($.18/ft.)
magnetic stock f$.03/ft.)
transfer sound ($20./hour)
code vork print and work track
editing room and equipment
leader and fill
music rights
sound effects
titles, opticals
negative matching
editor's fee
sound mix ($100.00/hour)
Subtotal
PRINTS
answer print ($.L0/ft.)
release print ($.10/ft.)
Subtotal

Final Subtotal

o ol TN T . e T I Y
f Final Subtotal)

TOTAL

COST

SAVINGS

$1,080.00
no charge
800.00
200.00
78.00
110.00
114.00

ao-eharse
» ]

no charge
no charge
no charge
200.00

no charge
no charge
500,00

no charge
1,200.00
1,000.00
1,000.00

1,200.00
35, 100.00

50.00

500,00

1980.00
360,00
14£0.00

1800.00
300.00
{negotiabl
100,00

{negotiabl

* Please see the note at the bottom of the 30 minute film

budget. The same things apply here.

HA - H3



Repont on the Film Producen

Sonfa Jones 4s a §riend of Goodlett's who was necommended Lo us
to do a documentary of the project., Hue Foatson made the originat
confact and he met with hen at the Temple along with some cthens, s0
he can give you some feedback on her too.

| Yesterday she brought by a copy of a {ilm she preduced on
womenrn in prison, along with a recond she helped produce. We will send
you ovea copies as soon as fhey are duplicated. The §ilm carn be played
on the video machine.

She scems o be very i{ntenesfed in doing the film, and quite
neceptive to working with cur people on production and editing. She
mentioned that rather than {ilm the project on phofographic f{ilm, we
could do the filming on video tape, The advantages fo this would be
Lhe possibility of instant play-back fon =2diting on the spot. The
video tape could be played through the Sony equipment we have alaeady.
1§ we ship the &ecoadlunit that is now here, you would be able to edit
the §£&m at the project, She also recommeded ocur purchasing the video
camera that would be needed to necord the tape. lcost is roughly $2500.)
We could then use it to necornd othen programs for educatienal purposes
or whatevenr., The xeason for this being that the cost to aent a portable
movée camera and accessonies would be about the same. Video tape would
have to be made inteo aegulan {ilm fon xelease, but she said that could
be done in LA. She alss said the qunality of the film made from a video
master would be good, but we'fll have to check on it to see what othea
folks say., The video tape method soullds Lihe the peaﬁaetiaat-up for us
if the gualily wonks out as she says, and the total pAod;ction casts
aren't substnatially more than doing it on film. Another consdideration

4is Rhat Lhe video tape can be shot over again i§ we don'? Like what we

HH-1—1,



get and photographic §ilfm cannot.

The distribution and manketing of the film has endless possiblities.

Thenre 48 an Inteanational Documentary Film Festival being held Oct. 15
(/égﬁézﬁéz{)in:%iﬁ§%Zi She said it is well attended by many nations,

thind woxld incltuded. She recommended getting it done in time to show

at this event. She said shooting would have to be {inished by Sept.

15 in onder to get it ready in Lime.

She presentied a basic budget which covers basic production costs
anly.{1t is attached) The cost was $10,000. The costs that were not
figuned into that wene the salaries of herself and two ofhex aupport
people she felt would be necessany, travel, and accemadations. She
would work for Less than uniom rdtes but did not know aboui lthe ohiens.
We told her to get us a complete budget projection to include ZLhose
dosts as best as she could estimate. Also to budget the costs fon
a §ilm made §rom video tape. rdther than directly forxm {ilm. wWe'll
see what happens from thene. The basic expenses are not that Sgwdby
f§lexible [ §iltm, equipment efc.) but salarnies ete, ali,and she seemed
willing to woxk it down to oun budgef.

§ think that most of us who talked to hex, the second time (Leona,
Jean, Vera, Tom, and 1) {elt that &he had a genuine intexest in doing
the project and some sensitivity for what we are all about. She also
comes on Like a gangbuster to any male in the noom, which i4 bound to

caude problems for Jim £Lf she comes overseas. \
| N

OGRS



»

30

C/fa!‘ /(.?rz«—-“
Nz pcei

) /’ /r‘
f p: 0t

.

L. s, ;::/:a:: Terrg] Liviv g BocoDiepales, B 0/;1 RE WE17C

== 1 Z L G m,,;
A R ) I R N i '
R Mo 1 1 N R S
B PR S L A S Ao A e
Y V225 v’ SR | N T SR EER T R R S SR EE
B N B -2 | R o B | BN R SR R S ,,Tf___ B S
e dpen rf’mf,/m,,, S O S P S
£ : ! ll/ﬁ P A ‘I ! ; . ! q I;
_ell A Ay € e L L F b L
? : N RN A DR SN S AU NN A b
S i j ! 11 i
£ e S = S e P R v L.
: o 1 : ; ‘} i o ——
ol R R AT e A R R I B ] "J[ B
Y O - SR I ) B vl e IR A (727 S
R I V7> OTS (D 70 Sl [ e N T 2T
el e gent ) p oLk b o2
iy fﬁf,ékifim-z.--_ﬁu - G YA Awrc Ay EQeD L | . 2&.—5-?-
il el JRIINTi 4 £, | ! Po— |
URES N BN -1 S0 S CTYR L% 2 B R S ; ] ﬂ.ﬁ_—'ii
R . pbeck a2 ey | _f____ - 1 b fER
S o Ko P T Fpdde e | ] - L YEE—
: | ; 3 NN |
. s A |t
2] Nleconsre pe 2ds | Googh sl L4 L4 e -}
_onmll L N T T T sl A Al PO L L A5
ot [ g ‘ | B/

INEES ﬂMM _eres B sugais
- e F7: <

_GEn e A2
v 7




T8

Luconsisdencies
W 7 2 AP o




)

™
Peoples Temple

P.0. Box 15023
San Francisco, CA. 94115

~-0PEN LETTER TO THE MEDIA AND THE COMMUNITY

On Sunday May 28, 1978, the Peoples Temple heid a press conference to let the
public hear firsthand about Jonestown, Guyanaz from a widely respected United Metho-
dist minister and his wife who had just returned from visiting their two daughters
and grandson at the Peoples Temple Agricultural Project. Their comments are attached.

Although most of the major media were present at the press conference, only one
reported any of the views of Rev. and Mrs. Moure. The Moores' comments resoundingly
refuted the allegations against the Temple based on ¢laims of the so-called "Con-
cerned Relatives" group. With all the attention given by the media over the pa.t
year to the "charges" levelled against Peoples Temple and Rev. Jim Jones, it is remark-
able that there is such disinterest in giving direct refutation any forum at all.

-Rather than covering the Moores' glowing reports of the Jonestown community. the
media devoted their attention to a new series of “charges" --all entirely false--
relating to the visit of a news reporter, Kathy Hunter, to Guyana. They showed no
inclination to search out the facts of the case or even guote the official statement
from the Guyanese Minister of Home Affairs,whose comment would have resolved the matter
completely. The stories that did appear were so filled with errors and contradictions
that the public did not get "news" at all, just more fabrication and speculation.

Any objective observer can conclude that the situation involving Kathy Hunter was
a publicity ploy. Examination of the coverage, starting with her claim that the Prime
Minister of Guyana had personally invited her to Jonestown (which call she later admit-
ted was probably a "hoax"), shows it was nothipp but a smear to insinuate that Peoples
Temple could possibly be responsible for Kathy Hunter's misadventures.

Peoples Temple wholly denies the recent allegations made by Mrs. Hunter and the
various news media. We would like Lo know who made the alleged invitation over the
telephone to Mrs. Hunter, if indeed there was such a cail. MWe would like to know who
was respunsible for the false fire alarms and the bomb threats and the alleged "bugging”
of her phone; and how the stories of “protective custody” and *interrogation® were
invented, It might prove the best lead yet to the source behind the continuec smear
campaign against the Temple, and the conspiracy which attempted to cut off our members'
Social security checks, to interfere with our amateur radioc communications between the
U.S. and Guyana, the blackmail, payoffs, bribery, electronic surveillance, and attempts
to stir up numerous agency investigations based on false charges.

This new “staged event" is reminiscent of the whole campaign against the Temole
which was initiated last year by the alleged "break-in" of the New West magazine office.
When Rev. Jones demanded a full-scale police investigation, the police found no evidence
that any "break-in" had occurred at all. -

The following points will recount what actvally happened in Guyana, and erumeraie
all the contradictions and fabrications that were put out to the public as "news":

/7(//'/“‘\/7/



The entire premise of Mrs. Hunter's visit to Guyana was false: KATHY HUNTER
MISREPRESENTED HERSELF TO GAIN ENTRY INTQ THE COUNTRY. The Honorable Vibert Mingo,
Minister of Home Affairs for the government of Guyana, stated: "We have investigated
and found her (Kathy Hunters) statements to be totally untrue and that she Tied to

ain entry into our country which is a violation of our law.”  This statement was
rel

eleased to all the major media. None reported it.

Mrs. Hunter told the Guyanese government that she was a personal friend of the
Prime Minister, and that he had invited her to come. Though Mrs. Hunter had been con-
sidered a friend by Rev. Jones and the Peoples Temple, she did not inform them of her
intended visit unti] after she had arrived. And though Mrs. Hunter's stated reason

for coming to Guyana was to write a story on Jonestcwn, she refused every invitation
to visit the Jonestown project once she was in the country.

© st LT NA

Contradictions given out in the press:

1. She went to do a story on Jonestown:
"Hen sofe purpose was to wiite an objective story aften visiting Jonestoum..."
{Ukiah Daily Jounnak, 5/28/78).
She went to do a story on Georgetown:
"She was in that South American countny Zo do a story on the camp in George-
town,.." [KPIX-TV, 5/26/7&}.
2. She went "simply to talk" to the people there:
"Acconding fo Mas. Hunten's husband, Geonge Hunten, Executive Editon of zhe
Ukinh Daily Journal, his wife had gone to Guyana 'simply to talk' Lo a few
nefatives of Local (Ukinh area) nesddents serving on the chuach's 'aghicul-
tunal outpoat' thene”. (Press Demvcrat, 5/28/7&).
She went to "investigate”:
", ..a reponten who L8 4dn Guyana dnvestigating the contrevensial Peopfes
Temple church..." [KCBS nadio news, 5/26/78).
3. She was invited by the Guyanese government:
"Raumond (managihg editor of the UDJ) sadd Mas. Hunton was {nvited Lo
Guyena by the government there to view Peoples Temple cperations in Lis
countny." (UDT, 5726/78).
She wasn't invited by the Guyanese government:
"She (Mus. Hunten) ... feamed that she had been hoaxed into befieving
that Guyana's premien, Fonbes Bwwiham,, had {nvited her to the South
Amenican countny." (San Faancisco Examinen, 5/30/7E)
4. She had the right to be there: *

"The reponten had eveny night to gc fe Jonestown.™ (UDJ Editondial, 5/25/78).

pih )] =
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She didn't have the right to be there:

n .. she (Mns. Hunter) says she was ondened to feave hie country because she
was told she had £ied to the immignation off<cials.” [Ex. 5/30/78}.

[11,]

The Guyanese government asked Mrs. Hunter to report on Jonestown. She was also
on assignment for the Ukiah Daily Jourmal:

v Mus. Hunter was invited by the Guyana govenment to report on the
- activities of Peoples Temple in the South Ameaican countny... Mus. Hunier,
who §requently works on assignment for the newspapen {Ukiah Paily Jounnal)
- sought to investigate the Tempfe... and fo follow up Local angles as a
nesult of temple activities at its chuach in nearby Redwood Valfey.” [Los

Angefes Times, 5/17/78, as per managing editon of the Ukiak Daily Jouwrnal).
. Mrs. Hunter was not on assignment for the Ukiah Daily Journal. She is not even
o employed by them:
"ins. Hunter, who fommenty wonked for the Dally Journal, but 4is not em-
ployed by the paper on this Lime and was not on assignment...” {UDJ,
5/29/78).

'

The Peoples Temple interrogated and threatened Mrs. Hunter, to keep her away from
Jonestown so she wouldn't be able to write a bad article:

"Mns. Hunter has... spent the PLast seven days 4in Geongelown's Pegasus
Hotel foflowing intensive ’interrcgation' by members of Rev. Jim Jones'
chunch... There was apparently a threat, dinect on implied, ocven whethenr
hen stony would come out phro-Jones on anti-church...” (UD3, 5/28/78),

Mrs. Hunter ¢laims she ran inte no problems at all until Temple members invited her
to Jonestown and she refused:

"Recounting her thoubles, Mas. Hunter said evenything was 'sweetness and
Light' untif she tunned down an invitation by fhe chuach Lo be Lts guesi
at Jonestown..." (Press Uemocnat, 5/28/78).

[~

Mrs. Hunter was placed in "protective custody" to keep the Peopies Temple away froty
her:

"The Guyanese National Police... quickly pested a guand outside ket hotel
doon. .. a pulice escond X0 the airport... which would indicate the authoni-
fies believed Jones' jofbowers wene not above additiondl haratsment. .. " (UDT,
57268775

Temple members visited her after she was confined to her room in “protective custody”:

». . .she |Mus. Huntexr) was approached.. by tempfe membets whe offened Lo
alfow hen Lo visid the mission, but she had nemained in protective custedy”.
{Ex. 5/26/7§)

Falsifications given out in the press: -

1 HOROTECT
. L (N

ROTECTIVE CUSTODY": Kathy Munter was never held in protective custody. The
Guyanese government found that Mrs. Hunter had entered the country on false pretenses
and falsified her papers en entry. They checked out her story, found she had entered
the couniry in violation of Guyanese law, and also international law which is supposec
to be respected in all countries. Finally they asked her to leave. She was never in

"protective custody". Temple members had very cordially invited her to visit the Proiect.
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The following media carried the false report about "protective custody":

Ukiah Daily Jouwrnal; Press Democrat; S.F. Examinen; L.A. Timed; KGO radio
news; KCES hadio news; KTVU-TV; KPIX-TV; KGO-TV; KDIA; KKHI; KUK] Ukiah; and
doubiless othen sources of which the Peoples Temple is not aware, as UPI
cannied this false aepont,

The many "shocking details® --all entirely false-- include:

She was "sedized". [UDT, 5/26/78);

"She was placed unden awmed guand” {Ex, 5/26/78};

"police state tactics" wenre used against Mas. Hunten (KGO-TV, 5/28/78);
She was "focked in her hotef for a week" (Pness Demochat, 5/78/78);

"4 guand was posted outside hen hoted door" [UDI, 5/28/78);

She was guaranteed "an anmed guand to the airpont" (UDJT, 5/28/78).

Not only is every one of these reports fictional, byt what is che claiming to need
protection from? We don‘t carry knives or guns, or anything lethal at all. We volun-
tarily offered to people concerned to underge a search, because we are non-violent and
carry no kind of weapon.

2. "INTERROGATION": Mrs. Hunter was never interrogated. It is an unmitigated Tie that
the Temple made anything but the friendliest of overtures to her. Mrs. Hunter was invi-
ted to the Project twice, and refused to go. She was invited to a Temple cultural pre-

sentation in Georgetown, accepted the tickets, and never came. When she complained the

hotel rates were too high, Temple members volunteered to assist her in moving.

3. "HARASSMENT": The Peoples Temple did not harass Mrs. Munter in any way. Several
media reports insinuated that the Peoples Temple was responsible for the "hoax cail”
bringing Mrs. Hunter to Guyana, the "mysterious fires in the storerooms and hallways of
her hotel”, the "five false fire alarms", and the “bomb threats". Mrs. Hunter directly
accused the Temple {Ex. 5/30/78) of keeping her under constant surveillance and bugging

her telephane.

What is remarkable about all these claimed "harassments” however, is that they are

anonymous in character. It would appear that someone was very intent on giving Mrs.
Hunter & hard time, and having it falsely blamed on the Peopies Temple.

4. “THREATS": The Peoples Temple did not threaten Mrs. Hunter about a possibie story:
or threaten her at all.

The truth 35 the reverse: MRS. HUNTER THREATENED THE TEMPLE WITH BAD PRESS COVERAGE,
ALONG WITH HER PEFUSAL TO EVEN SEE THE PROJECT, Mr. Mike Prokec and other Temple members
met with her tor lunch at her invitation May 20th. She told them she wanted tc ge to
the Project and meet with Rev. Jones. Temple members expressed surprise that Mrs. Hunter
did not make any advance confirmation of her visit, but even though they had been given
no way to make advance preparations for her, she was welcome to come to Jonestown. By her
own admission in the Press Democrat, 6/8/73, she was coming to "judge for herself", with
the expectation of interviewing.select individuals privately, apparently on demand. She
states she went so far as to say she would "make my own arrangements through the Guyanese
government to visit Jonestown” after acknowledging that-the day before,she discovered she
was not in Guyana at the invitation of the Guyanese government at a¥l. Although she was
the unexpected visitor from 5,000 miles away, no accomodation or hospitality the communit)
of over 1,000 residents in Jonestown could offer was good enough or guick enough for this
woman, and she made a "not even veiled threat” to Mr. Prokes and the other Temple member
that if she did not get what she wanted, it would go very badly for the Peoples Temple.
She refused to visit the Project at all, and left the table. :

Later the same day, Mrs. Hunter apologized for threatening the Temple with her state

ment. She was invited to Jonestown again several days 1 : i
to even discuss the matter. ¢ ° ys later, but was hOStl?e.fno refused
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MORCOVER, IT IS HARDLY LIKELY THAT MRS. HUNTER CAME TO
GUYANA AS AN INDEPENDENT, FREE-LANCE JOURNALIST TRAVELLING
ON HER OWN, AS THE MEDIA HAS PORTRAYED. SHE HERSELF TOLD
TEMPLE MEMBERS "SEVERAL TIMES" THAT SHE HAD COME TO GUYANA
TO WRITE FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT AND SEVERAL OTHER NEWSPAPERS
AND MAGAZINES.

NO NEWS SERVICE WAS IN GUYANA COVERING THE "STORY", YET HER
' - TRIP T0 GUYANA PROVOKED AN INSTANT MEDIA BLITZ OF FALSE PUBLI-
CITY AND SMEARS.

Mr. Prokes summed up the feelings of the Peoples Temple in the following statement:

"We now be’.cre even more segments of the media are involved with this
monstrous conspiracy. This was another attempt to make us the prey for
sensational news to destroy us because we are a non-violent socialist
church with belief in brotherhood and equality.

e

"We have a story that is really sensational in terms of building good
will between nations and a model community to live in. We will not
be bullied or th-eatened into giving a story to anyone. We will choose
those to give the opportunity to see a glimpse into what everyone who
has visited has either called a model community or a paradise. If the
media wants & steory from us, they will have to be objective and separate
themselves from this smear campaign which is entirely based on politics.”
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be at the press conference, The problem for the press is tha t the statement ie not
" even written down,.. one thing you can do- complain to the Natfonal group in NY tha+
oo .. .takes complaints from people about medlia cgverage,, the mesult is that they have a
committes vhich investigates, they have a committe that does a report produces a rePort.
-Hational Press Forum- Ken Macledowamey- st Media Alliance, (wedia alliance has 42
# complaint about racism)- they do investigate, and the newspaper pretty much Ha® €o
T T T T PRespond to What they printed wnd results are printed in Colurbia Jourcaliem paviawe
md are read pretty much nationally by journalists, No immediate affect on ¥ Soverage-
" "but they do follow up (apparently recently with New Times),., National News Counsil- n,y.
if 1ts not listed in NY phone book- try Columbia Journalism review also -8 NI.
"its incredible once the media gets going"... she doesn't know vhere to go from here
-~~~ either,,.you should definitely write en account of everything that happened,, vhat the
person siad and send in to News Counsil- I don't think that Ls right,. t.hat'-{ not the
" "way to trest people, c T T e e . T
. _.._Ats ot easy I know, I know {te not, I mean, {m comparisom, +'Ve never beea to
Guyana, I don't know what its like in Guyana, I've never spent alo* of time in the
..e- - . church, I don't know what its really 1ike inside the church,.. brt I do lnow that
in comparison to the way that the press covers something like th-# Temple in compared
- to the way they cover something like the C,tholic church, its ~utrageous, -1 mean you
could write anything you have ever written about the Temple About the Catholic church,
" Its just that the medias perceptions are distortdd.. vhat «he media considars news and
wvhat it doesn't consider news=- they dom't have tobase it 02 fairness or even on what
is really going on in the world

TATTE RITPTE¥R- @ava {ta tha haest thino wa can doe Yita varv cood' to have those relatived
ARl A wuinesa™ SAYE ALE LGS ni0g W can v 7 89

JTM SCHERER HORN: go to UPI, and make yo'Y Protest here of in NY, and give this
as an example of another side which 4~ oot being covered, If there is a government
statement, by a govermment minist-er about th:_l.s aitgation t:hg_t _teflzec;s_ another ﬂ._de...
" altogether, without tryine “© judge, in any glven #tory, 1f there is a substantial
_ . point of view that i< lacking, and suddenly its mpps supplied by a Minister, a high
rankimeg wislciwl, of the government involved, they ought to know and that ought te
be 1ncluded in their story. And they ought to represent that point of view,
. ‘ra: examiner~ go tothe exam,, however, vhat they will say is you square it with
- UPI, {any third person will say thate like CBS)= He sald if he were there- he would not
L] accept the quote from us either- has to be confirmed, T would take the man's name snd
get in touch with him,,. expand on 1t,] He can't get involved- hasn't been there in s0
% long=- too smch _turnover~ doesn't went the pressure of it,.. . .. .

eeew—_In the over-all view- you are going to keep on having nasty stories about
yourselves, until the sniping from members and former members stops,. Until
you can somehow settle all -that warfare, yourselves and like TOS, and
until the lawsuits run their course, your going to get nasy press from
- time to time, and its not-golng to TépreSent the kxuxhy full truth or any-
_thing elga, very few newspaper storiles de, their not really desinged to,
HEWAXEX I don't think anybody could write a story about this whole series
_about PT, I don't hink I could write them either, and satisy everybody- a
series Of battle situations that ia so nasty, so destructive, that I can't
. #ee anything good that is sver going to come out of -it; except the end of
it, VYou have to be careful that you have a fce here.. . said when he wante
———- - -—-4G 4G a-story-on -JJ way back, he was taken away from it Because J wouldn't
talkx to him- and if he had, then maybe he would have been able to do s,t.
‘now.~ Everybody 1s a 1little embarrassed, if your hands are clean and nobedy
. _1s ®m2lling you names in public, thnen.a newspapar-can-go -of f and write
lovely things, but once you are in the middle of & mess, whether you deserve
: to be or not, then the hewspaper-is really quite reluctantly to go in until

the mess 1
T ".‘-_B"'c‘laa-r’d UP~ the maegg 'ma'y*ﬁ'o}*'ge" o //Iﬂl '/"'\/7
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STATEMENTS CARRIED IN THE PRESS REGARDING KATHY HUNTER'S TRIP TO GUYANA

Sunday, May 28, Ukiah Dally Journal article: stated she arrived May 18th angd
was taken inte protective custody two days later.

Refdt.tion: If this were true why then vhen she talked to the American
1 a couple of days prior to her departure, did she not meftnion the
ad matter of protactive cuatody, snd instesd only stata that she was 111,

1.'5'8’

nsu.
leg

Same urticle: states that the Cuyana government invited her to come down and
report on Peoples Temple,

Refutation: Ko one in the government even knew she was coming, and thep
according to the Ministry of Home Affairs——she lied to a government official
{n order to obtain approval to stay. This is why she became "personz non
grata" in Guyana,
Same artficle: quotes her as saying she was "
squad of interrogators.”

+ssBubjected to harassment by a

Refutgtiont The only contacts that took place with har were soclal
meetings Iinvolving two members of Peoples Temple who came at her invitation,
She was inebriated, by all appearances, on two occasions, The conversaticos
centered on the wwrk and activities of Peoples Temple In Cuyana, and an
invitation was extené to Kathy Hunter to visit the Temple's agricultural
projact. She refused because she safd she wanted to see Jin Jones, whom she
vas told wes up-river at the time, (Paoples Temple received no notification
that Hunter was coming to Guyana which she admitted was not given,) Wher
invited to come to the project anyvay, Hunter respouded, "Unless I can see
Jim Jones thare, it will not go well for you."

Sunday, Hay 28, Santa Rosa Press Democratjarticle: states that Hunter turned
down the invitation to see the project in Jonestown and quotes her as
saying that Uwesrything was sveetness and light” until she turned dowm
the invitation by the church to be a guest in Jonestowm.

Contradiction: Editorial in Sunday, May 28 fssue of Ukiah Daily Journal
(vhose sditor is Kathy Hunter's husband)s "The reporter had every right
to visit Jonestown,"

Same editorialt "They posted a guard outside her hotel door." (The ed, implied
that the guard was for her protaction.)

Contradictiont (same editorial)t "The government, after the raporter had been
thers for only a few days, advised her that she was persons non grata.”

Sunday, May 28 issue of Ukiah Daily Journalt Carries Hunter's stitement that
positive statexents issued by Bheples Temple sbout Jonnltuvn are
propngnnda.

Rnfutation: Every government official and visitor from Guyana and other

‘countries who has been to the Peoples Temple Agricultural Project in Jonestownm

has had only pralee for the people and program existing there. No one yet has
left with a negative fmpression out of many hundrede vho have visited. .
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_D!PR.BSSIONS OF VISITORS TO THE PECPLES TEMPLE AGRICULTURAL PROJECT IR JONESTOWN

John Blacken, Anarican Embassy: "I ex {mprassed,”

Prank Tuminiate, Dept, of State, Guyana Desk (U,S,A.)t "!npresaiva vork.
Adeline R, Bacchus, Min, of Mducation: “Amaxing,."
Trenton I,ondon, Port Kaituma: Remarkable : ‘,
. Eloise Cubpepper, Port Kaftumai “Simply wonderful,”

Doupa Brown, student, Lindea: "Fantastie.” S
- Walter Thain, Cytologist, U,5.A.3 "Iancredible,” . by
Compton Mahess, atudent, Linded "Marvellous." :

Yormd Fawv Pawa  aboadoense Toodomt PTBomawt ot.la daabdmice of sdiab e donbawd ne &2
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capable of."

Steve Carlton Jdones, student, Linded t"0ne of the most fantutic thingu I.hau
svar_ seen,” . :

Hollis Alaxandar, student, Lindeft :"Beyond oneds {magination,” -

Malcom Johnson, student, Linden: "Magnificence is surely your no:to.

Sandra Ferrier, studeat, Lindeni "A very unforgettabla experience.”

Colin Albert, student, Lindeni "Beyond my expression.”

Shetk M, Ally, Studant, Linden: "Simply beautiful,”

Aubrey Quamine, student, Linded :™A true examples of soclalism,”

Mark Denny, Amelias Wardes ™It is the f:lrut large farm I have seen whcre qveryone
is doing hia job without supervision.” .

Jasper Weyn, student, Linden: “Ramarkebla! What motivationl” oo

Orlendo Coring, Burnham Ag. Institute: "Marvellous adventure.” ceos

Mike Charles, sotre ownar, Port Kaftumaj "I love the peopls,” :

Anns Maratte, Linden: "Thilopeopls are very frienmdly."

Dennis John, Burnham Ag, Inet.: "Excellant Co~operation!"

Fitx Roy Wards, Bwunhan Ag, Inet.i "Excellent developsmnt.”

Vivian Davis, Professfonal Nurse, U.S,A.1 "Besut{ful Psoples?™

Dr, Joseph D'Costa, Dentiat, Georgetown {native of Indfa): "A littlas bi.l: of heaven,"

Frederick Wills, Foreign Minister, Guyans: “Socialism, peace and love in action."

Norman Adams, Office manager, Hinisctry of Regfonal Developments “Jonestown 1s most
spactacular.” e g

sgt. E, Gaskin, Matthews Ridge, Policas "A garden of paradise,”

Mike 4° Ah!ei_l- Texnco West Indie.t Dist. Mor.: Urhte {m a fantaaric 9;@3
work, ™

Q'Msrtyn A'Abreu, Permanent Secretaty, Min. of Works and Transport: ™A w anderful
exparience, A model village/community to be emulated,™

Diane Cdltress, student, Gaorgatownt "Terribly original work and plnnni.ug

Ethel Britton, Chief Community Development Officer, Min, of Co-ops and Hat,
Mobility: ™I am impressed with this new community and the way the members have
adjusted and are making & living using the resources of this country."Congrat=

- ulations and may your success and achievements be an example to all Ghypnese,”

Norman Simpsen, N.X.S., Matthews Ridge:r "This agricultural project is just what
our eountry needs."

Lloyd Shennon, Clerk General, Min, of Mational Devalopment; "Good for a model fuzn,”

Carald Fowler, Det. Chief Inspector, F Div. Hdatrs., Eve llamy: "This is a living

“examplmample to the people of Guyam, and & living e.mph to be followed,”

Peter decroot, studentt ™A very good effort, It is the beat I"vc sean so far in
Guyana." N

Srauklsu Petlrl, Det, Constable, Mabarums Police Stationi "Settins an mupln
to follw.

Chareles David, Public Health Inspectort "Vary interesting and exciting.”-

Mary Haynes: "Extremely interesting and beaatiful buildings.*

Maoliayn Dautels, Senior Public Health Inspector, E,B, Demarrarat "Impresslve and
progressive for such a short time,™

Crevelle Hiluml "Inpresced by the rats of production and with the general admnin,”
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The Soilowidgmmaariels and documentation wRillshow that a false picture

" 'of Jim Jonas and his Paoples Temple Agricultural Project has been portrayed
1. by some alements of the U.S, media, . )

: . Lenbehtrery to stetements in the press that Jones is rower
hungry, neither he nor.-his organization are invelved in Guyan:s'e
pelitlcal sffairg, Thelr work ias confined to e lsrge ferm in the
remote Northweat digtrict of the country where arriculture ané livertock
production ls the mein thrust end, toc a lescer exiert, frce retde:
gervices, educetlon, and job treininr., Cne of the enclerec meter:cl:s
ir 8 Ukiah Delly Journal artlele written by Kathy Hunter-- the repcruer
who wag in Guvene recently eand retprned tc the States alleginc she was
herassed whila here. Her srticle (written in late 197€) about Jirn
Joreg and Fecples Temple wre totelly rorlitive, reflecting the rerrectin
bility of the minleter &nd hle church resulting from thelr humen rervice
work znd standr for Conetitutiennl righte.

Trne Tenmnle hag assumed and maintdined a low prefile in Guyrn=z,
Jim Jonez etzys on the project and works ag a fercer-zdéxinletrator,
However, he sees anyone who comes to the project and no one is restriclcd
from visiting. The press has been invited and even encouragec to rec
Jonestowr., Reports from persons, including prominent officials, wne
heve incpeeted the progrems end facilitles in Jonestown hrve £)) besr
raisewerthy of the conmgnity, ss the enclosed she¥t oi etntements
ndicatles.

¥ath:- Hunter adrittedly refused to go to the projecs tecmzucte vid
Jones wasn't there at the time, as he hed gone up rivertbobhuy egriculture
raterinls., (She alec admits she gove no notificaticn to the Feoples
Temple of her coming tec Guyans.)

A check with the Lirnistry cf Home Affalrs revezls she was asiel to
lepve piter It wans dlscovered she misreprezented hersell to gev an
externsion ¢f her stay.
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Peoples Temple
P.O. Box 15023
San Francisco, CA 94115

April 18, 1978

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEAGSE

‘The following is a transcript of the message read to members of
the éress by Harriet Tropp, member of Peoples Temple Agricultural
Project at Jonestown, Guyana, South America., She read the statement
via amateur radic phone patch at Charles Garry's office:

"I am speaking on behalf of Peoples Temple in response to the
grossly false and malicious statements that continue to be made about
our community here in Guyana. Individuals participating in a self-
styled group of "Concerned Relatives'" have now threatened publicly
to hire mercenaries to illegally enter Guyana and use whatever means
necessary, including armed attack and kidnap, to capture relatives in
the Peoples Temple community. These threats were made public in a
Califoarnia newspaper., Peoples Temple has already alerted the President,
the U,5, State Department, and appropriate government officials in
Guyana. This group of "Concerned Relatives 1s a cruel hoax. If they
have to send mercenaries -- hired guns who will violate laws and resort
to killing and mayhem to fulfiil their contract -- then they reveal
the real nature of their efforts.

"We demand to know where the money is coming from to allow them to
hire killers. We also demand that the media, which has shown such eager-
ness to attack our organization, show equal vehemence in condemning this
criminal effort and its perpetrators. Actually, this is not a new tactic
in the move against the Guyana community; armed agents h{be already been
gsent In illegally and have tried to assassinate Rev. Jim Jones and
others, as well as kidnap people. Those attempts have been sucessfully

thwarted. We hope that the public will see the cruelty and evil
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behind the base, nasty motives of these public liars. The people
involved have been brought together and have been glven assurances
that they would be backed up in whatever they were trying to do
against Peoples Temple, Their number is very small compared to the
many-relatives and parents who are coming here to visit the project.

"Our community is a dramatic expression of our deep desire to
build a meaningful future for mankind through cooperation and sharing
and eradication of class division., Our contribution has been recog-
nized by many; many people who have come to visit this democratic
cooperative, Teachers, workers, government officials -- people from
all walks of life 1n Guyana, as well as representatives from nations
the world over have come and congratulated us for what 1s being
accomplished. They have praised us for the example of cooperative
living and diligent development of this beautiful regiocn,

"The chairman of the Guyanese Livestock Corporation, a man who is
a member of one of the most important business families in Guyana,
called this project the purest egalitarian society he had ever seen,
a8 community without elitism. Just this week 35 educators from an
attending school district, together with a delegation of the most out-
standing students in the entire nation, visited us unannounced and
spent the entire day. They were overwhelmed with what we are doing.
We are making tons of friends here. We are building good will, Providing
a constructive presence, we can only enhance cooperation and counteract
the negative stereotype of North American people.

"Our wedical department is known far and wide for 1ts excellent
services, and many lives have been saved. We have programs in agri-
culture, livestock development, a complete school system and a host

of community projects. Just a few days ago, representatives from one
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of the largest news agencies in the world spent several days with us.
Representatives from other news agencies have been to the project as
well, and have pronounced it a remarkable, impressive achievement.
Within three to four weeks, several relatives and parents.who are not
membérs will be visiting here. They are coming even with a degree of

eynicism because they have been approached by this committee. We do

not ask that people .., come agree with us; however, these relatives
are not coming with an intention to harass, and so they are very wel-
come. One is the leader of another church denomination.We object to
this small committee of"concerned relatives'" because we have firm proof
that all involved in that group have talked about kidnapping and

t type
people of Guyana.

"Young people here are finding productive, new lives, free from the
pitfalls of fnner city environment that would have caused a large per-
centage of them to become involved in one form of antli-social behavior
or another -- behavior which would have c¢ost the U,S. taxpayers hundreds
of thousands of dollars. We are tired of seelng people and organizations
that are trying to develop constructive alternatives, to build cooperative
lifestyles, being harassed unmercifully, lied about, falsely accused
of c¢rimes, and, in many cases, brought down. In recent months alone,
there have been several examples of this in the Bay Area.

"Here in Guyana, we have come to build a community for a significant
number of people, well over a thousand, who have been hurt, angered,
alienated and victimized by adverse conditions that prevail in the
declining inner cities of advanced western society., Many who were not in

such desperate circumstances have also come to join us and build because

of the peaceful, natural environment, ideal weather, and the chance to
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serve. The vast majority of our members remain in the U,S.

YFinally, we would like to address ocurselves to a point that
has been raised, it seems, about some statement supposedly issﬁed
officially by Peoples Temple whose contents we here are uﬁgwére of.
It is supposed to have been to the effect that we prefer to resist
this harassment and persecution even if it means death, Those who
are lying and slandering our work here, it appears, are trying to use
this statement against us. We are not surprised. However, it seems
that any person with any integrity or courage would have no trouble
understanding such a position. Since it is clear that the persons
who are plotting so actively to destroy our organization have neither
integrity or courage, we are not at all surprised that they would find
it offensive. Dr. Martin Luther King reaffirmed the validity of
ultimate commitment when he told his Freedom Riders: "We must develop
the courage of dying for a cause.'" He later said that he hoped no one
had to die as a result of the struggle, but, "If anyone has to , let
it be me." And we, likewise, affirm that before we will submit quietly
to the interminable plotting and persecution of this politically
motivated conspiracy, we will resist actively, putting our lives on
the line, if it comes to that. This has been the unanimous vote of
the collective community here in Guyana. We choose as our motto:
not like those who marched submissively into gas ovens, but like the
valiant heroes who resisted in the Warsaw ghettos, Patrick Henry
captured it when he said, simply: "Give me liberty, or give me death."

"If people cannot appreciate that willingness to die, if necessary,
rather than to compromise the right to exist free from har;ssment and
the kind of indignities that we have been subjected to, then they can
never understand the integrity, honesty, and bravery of Peoples Temple

nor the type of commitment of Jim Jones and the principles he has

$H 1LY



«This’is a copy of th movie contract.
It is a copy of the only document we seem to have which
is an unsigned carbon copy. JB
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. EUGENE B. CHAYKIN
Attorney at Law
P. 0. Box 192
Redwood Valley CA 95470

Phone: (707) 485-7607

July 11, 1973

International Television Fils Productions, Ine,
Senuel Goldwyn Studios

104% North Formoua Avenue

Aollywood, California 90046

Attny Kr. Bun €, Cyzo, Preuldent
Dear ¥r. Cozot

in reply to your letter of July 5, 1973, vwe are looking forward
to your ouvzing tou film our service., Due to the personel nature of
the events that wo expect you will film, our conwvent to this projeoct
is corditionael ou follows:

1. Mr. nike Frokes will have the exclusive right to remove amd
destroy any portion of the footnge thet he decus cbjeotlionanble, To
this end, prior to any publicstion or upe of any rocorded material
or footage chot at the gervices, you will malke evailable your
personnel snd feollities to pernit ¥r. Frckes and et lesst four other
ghurch mewbers to view and hear all the foctage ehot and all the

recoxded naterial.

2. All portiony of film end rocorded waterial not vped in the
final release will be delivered to Feoples Teuwple and regain ite
property. :

3. You will wake available to Icoples Temple, £t & price not
exgeeding your coat, two couples of the final release,

Upon your fallure or heglect to comply with thae provisiona
contained in wsuch paragraph 1 or 2 above, a restrelning order may
issue prohibiting your roleace, transfer, tce or publlcation of any
saterials filmed or recurded by you on the Fsoples Tecple premiseas,
and you wailve tho requircucntu of irreparable injury end lack of
lezal remedy in connoctlon therewith.

We are sure that you will be delighted with the classic beauty
of our old church buwilding--which 1g a Los Angeles Elstorleel
Monucent, Tho large, hich-cellinged interior providcs sn excellent
proagpact for making a good rilm, Cur heallny servicen hrve o
genuinely guupense provoking, dremsztic quelity. You should achlcve
a fine, fac*-paced and drazatio dccvmentary film of Jim Jones, who

fa, beyond doubt, 2 stellar personality end a moot emazingly

gifted healer. R

.
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Page two July 11, 1973

Please sign and return the enclosed copy of this letter indicating
your agreement to the terms and conditions oontalned herein, We are
convinoed that these conditions will not dliuminich the dramatic effect
of the final product,

Very truly yours,

EUGENE B. CHAIKIN for
Peoplen Tenple

EBC/ Jo
LEno.
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July 5, 1973

Mr. Mike Prokes
. The Peoples Temple Christian Church
-~ 1566 South Alvarado Street

East Los Angeles, California

Dear Mr. Prokes:

It was very nice of you to discuss with us the project,

"The Miracle Healers” Your group is to be commended for
using its energies in the productive areas of helping the
needy, sick and lost. We hope we may be of help by not only
filming Pastor Jones in his dramatic healings, but by having
Pastor Jones speaking on the significance of us all being
responsible for each other.

We desire to present your projects and your services in such
a nature that we may be of help to your organization to de-
velop and support your programs that will enable you to
sustain and further your goals,

We are aware of your concern over proper presentation of the
filming of any seguences of Pastor Jones. We are, therefore,
happy to appoint you, Mr. Prokes, as Associate Director of
these sequences mentioned. Your past experience and your
knowledge of the subject matter, we feel would be of great

P B S R Tl e o

e Ry v .
help, not uuLy to us, but also to your church.

Either July 21st, or July 28th, would be an excellent date
for us to film. We hope this would be satisfactory, if this
project meets with your approval.

=
1]
=
Q
<
=
Hy
;
1
H
Q
o
- Q
£
o]
(2
b
p-
=
15
£
-
o
=4
Lo
O
.c:
ﬂ:
bu
Qv
=
(o]
[
a1
2]
£
L]
Q

better understandlng of mans sufferings.

Very truly yours,
4

bon C. Como,
President

DCC/bis

SAMUEL GOLDWYN STUDIOS

1047 N. Formosa Avenue | Hollywood, California 90046
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June 12, 1978

At the request of OSSIE DAVIS, St. Clair Bourne called
from New York today re: film documentary. Based on what
brief info Ossie had given about the group, he was very
interested because:

a) He's been asked to submit several projects to a

- television show called "WORLD" (located in Boston-
WGBH which deals with international subjects)

b) He wants to do somethingon blacks associated with
foreign countries, etc.* He mentioned something
about a group doing similar work in Brooklyn now,
{(*Third-World related acitivies)

He described WORLD as a group of 5 producers who hire

free-lance producers who they consider of interest to do

projects for them. Bourne says they only want screening

rights--the film would be ours to keep.

Bourne is in New York at this time. Helives in Los Angeles
however, and will return to L.A. next Sunday. Ee plans to

be in San Francisco in mid-July. Meanwhile, he suggests

sending him our materials at once, and he in turn would send
something about himself and his work. He asks that we write
to him:

St. Clair Bourne

The Chamba Qrganization

P.O. Box 1231
Hollywood, California 90028

1 3}3-/930
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Following St. Claire's call, I called Ossie to find out

what he had to say about this person:

OSSIE: I told him about the idea of establishing a town or
a community in Guayvana and he was very turned on
by it. (There might be funds available through

UNESCO or some outfit like that)

I know him to be not only a good manor responsible
man, but also a very sensitive person.{As you know
there are a lot of shuckers and jivers who would

be out to do their own thing--you know, its a game--
trying to make their thing). But St. Clair is a man
who does have understanding and who could bring that
understanding both to the material aspects and to the

film project itself.

I'm glad he is interested, and I hope something good

comes of it.

Ossie will be in L.A. filming ROOTS II from June 26 thru 30th. When
I mentioned possible plans for a small fund-raising gathering there, he

said I could count on him to help with that. (I will now write this
idea up for approval from the Office) -

-
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ROUGH DRAFTt: PRESS RELEASE -- FOR IMLEDJIATE RELEASE ~- THE SOONER THE

BETTER. AL n e Ao, el Ve o Biatta Vo Newre molien o FEONTET Uy
f re-oF L ’V_v', L - c! P
AT
FLOT TE UNCOVERED TC LAND MERCENARIES XX FEOFIES TEFFIE COLUNITY 1IN GUYAlLa

ort

~--Temple investigators have just established that Timothy stoen, & Qﬁv
drycrsel it arat Wcrqu falaW. { .
a 1ead1ng&£co -ordinator of a campaign to sabotage its work, is pl-o—ti)—?ﬁg fars
w1tﬁ= a California-based "research” group to land mercenaries at the
church's thriving, 1777 -member agricultural community in the Guyana
5 3 B I orrrepiredtqmreitiok J—g-#,“ " 4
interior. 7 (MSM 0.0 "-O"MD

--The group involved{is the Eureka Research Assoclates,, speclallzaag
in aeréal reconaissance. Peoples Temple has documentation linking the

group with mercenary operations in west aAfrica to overthrow the newly-
independent Bocialist nation of Benin. Stoen has been in regular
contact with the group, which, according to Temple investigators, "appears
to be a CIA front." Binsall on heet
ey

&Deoples Temple has alerted the Guyana government, itke Fresident

Carter, xrdt members of the U.S Congress. and U.N. Ambassador Andrew
g Tl axen
Y mg,._fi_nge-rs strong suspiciomwn that Stoen is :mterested in cawsang N
an international incident, but othe sﬁeculate that the m >
e o ottt - TR

secret plot to land mercenarles may oee SOYYe rlght—wmg U. L.

k=
military intelligence with zm Ik gB§§3 fhe ability and willingness! ‘:N‘"
of emafﬁ'Guyana to resist an illegal violation of its sovereignty. %_ri
The Car®$bean socialist nation has been moving decidedly lefiward, and ‘%::'_;

Prime Minister Borbes Burnham has just returned from a crifgcal
visit to Moscow and important negotiations with RIKX REEXEXNXY
Communist Party Secretary Leonid Brezhnev}

~-A few weeks ago, a member of a Stoen-led group calling itself
*eoncerndd relatives" told a California newspaper of his desire that

mercenaries be hired to- the Peoples Temple Agricultural
~_ -
community. ! e | i ot
m—%ﬁ:—_a_ ~

~-PeppTET Tempte, In a release issued At
charged that Stoen and his associates have been frenting for
politically-motivated conspiracy, using' former members OF—reelbas
fomple BEXEERRiXNRERYwgaiexxx who worked withing the church as
agents-provocaturs.” Its leaders, the release said, %®held "a Bible

in one hand and contracts to hire mercenaries in the other." #-
et

o #H-1—C 1
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Leader of anti-Peoples Temple Flot

Evidence has been secured that links individuals in the conspiracy
against Peoples Temple with axpiamxtm California-based "research"
roup that is involved in areial reconaissance, The group is connected
~#ith mercenary activity in West Africa, according to documents

Threats =f
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1155___ ize, the group had.»undeesthenrnbyie—of-*eeneaﬁgfdsgglﬁ;inST.

B+ Lo
5 a press conference amgd)presented a document accusing Temple leader
~~" Jdim Jones of *human rights violations.,' The Temple e o
' ones p) g % a et q_P E&, called both the

conference and statement "a hoax,” leekiwng "a shred of factual
substantiation of a single charge.”" A series of publlc statements

were quickly 1ssuedSE}om-5é351e in the Guyana community, 1recti§

over radio-telephone hook-up, strongly repudiating the'coritern’

of their redatives %2? denying that there were any R 'human rights
violations.' The Templé c that it was actually "the

accusers who are gullty of *flagrant and cruel disregard’' of human
rights of their relatives (mostly adults} who have chosen a co-ocperative
lifestyle and have openly and with clear conscience and no coercions
repudiated the value structure of those who profess such 'concern'

for them."

--The Temple %ﬁﬁ@zizﬁ that the group, led by Mr. Stoeng ¥
(and “a gentleman who cannot stand the fact that his 24-year old
daughter has asserted her independence from his emotional tyranny
over her“)$ ARAEXEER I XRE A XA ER K EX RN IR X R I R X ER R X B XX B X XX E XA WEN R XUEY

EREYXRANE 1o sent out agents to bribe people to lie about us;
they have employed the divisive and dirty-trick methods
of COINTELPRO that have been used repeatedly to crush a
number of so-called 'radical' and *black power' groups.
They have tried a host of schemes: sabotaging our communi-
cations, instigating bogus investigations that have never
turned up anything while getting headline media coverage;
they have attempted to cut off pensions to elderly people
in our Church...." +

The release further mxx stated that Mr. Stoen and his associates
have tried to use the State Department, Congressional offices, the

U.5. Consulate, .everyone they could think of, to =mabotage our work
in Guyana, which has been described by hundreds of visitors as a

medel of co-operation, earning praises far and wide.”
TTaanple
--"They have ® circulated lies about us everywhere," the,statement
continued, "and even have tried to send undercover agents into Guyana
to snatch away children illegally and viclently from their-rightful
homes and parents, and have tried to pay off and bribe officials to

1elp them, It is all documented fact."

- -
i~'2ev. Jim Jones, who has been co-ordinating the mammoth project
+arly a year, calls the plotting to land mercenaries "dramatic

4f of what we have been saying all along. I wonder when people are

H-1—O%Z
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going f¢ wake up to the lengths that the police~intelligence
forces-in the establishment will ge to swbverf progressive

movements. And where are Stoen and his pals getting the money to

do this sort of thing? Where did the money come from over the

past year to hire expensive public relations firms, fancy lawyers,
and to fly people to and ffom Guyana and put them hp in fwmmy fhe by

hotels? This ig g -:‘.+1nk1ng Ysanl -:-' congniracy that may start off

with press l4ee and sanctimonious talk about us being some klnd
of menace to society. But when they can't get anywhere w1th‘zt:%.
thyxrragjxdrmn t?ﬁg,the direy work begins.”

@MM«:&M%M%}M

Q

\_,_L P R, ,,l.-..1.: 1.. 2n Al l o Amar rmmana Tmmlr et ‘7
Inauv elLoe Snvu LIl LHADE :u.l‘y L ua.\,nsa. Sundc
l ore about Ben1n° l don't have the details ~-- where is the

matetdal that Dad read from?
Should there kE be a statement in this about the U 5 State
‘Department willing to vouch for the community and that ht is
not listening to Stoen.

B T T T T P TR



o s {0 Yoapepd )
faocdderaks. sz.\lt—rn\!amo.a) bMufm

Communcty | aak perhete 4ei3e atain

~m

‘/"US

—
-
—
—

v’

-



i

COMMENTS ABOUT JCNESTOWN, GUYANA, FROM ON-SITE VISITORS

1. Frank Tuminia, Officer in Charge of Guyana, Jamaica, Trinidad
& Tobago, U.S. State Department: "Impressive work."

2, John Blacker, Charge D'Affaires, new assistant to U.¥. Ambassador
Andrew Young: "I am impressed."

3. Dr. Robert Baird, Chief Medical Officer of the Ministry of Health,
Guyana: "Impressive."

4. Fred Wills, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Guyana: "Peace and love
in action.®

5. Vincent Teekah, Minister of Education, Guyana: "Very impressive.”

6. W.D. Wyatt, Regional Development Officer, North West Region, Guyana:
"Very progressive.”

7. Gavin Kennard, Ministry of Agriculture, Guyana: “Very impressive,
keep it up.”

8. Richard McCoy, United States Ambassador to Guyana: "A very pleasant
day in a very pleasant atmosphere.®

9., Steve Naraine, Minister of Works and Transportation: "Very impressed
with progress since I visited one year ago.

10. Basil Armstrong, Chief Official in the Ministry of Education,
Guyana: "Very much impressed with everything, thanks."

11, Peter Gantry, British High Commissioner in Guyana: "A most impressive
start and I wish you all success.™

12. Dennis Irvine, Chancellor of the University of Guyana: "Impressive.

13. Q. Martyn D'Asram, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of
Works and Transportation: "A wonderful experience, a model wvillage
community to be emulated."

14. John Worrell, Assistant Director General of National Service,
Guyana: “Excellent.”

15. Soviet News Agency Tass: ™It's very, very impressive."™ "Thank
you for this opportunity and best wishes."

16. Fitz Carmichael, Regional Minister, North West Region: "Keep up
the good work."

17. Thirty-five teachers from the McKenzie District, Guyana: "rantastic,
beyond one's imagination, miraculous, beautiful, a true example
of socialist living.”

18. Dr. Joseph DaCosta. a dentist from India and founder of a dental
school in Georgetown, Guyana: "The health care in the community is
fantastic. Jonestown is a little bit of heaven." After examining
the teeth of 87 children, he found only two cavities: "This,” he said,

"is unheard of."

#H -
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INPRESSIONS OF VISITORS TO THE PEOPLES TEMPLE AGRICULTURAL PROJECT 1IN JONESIOWNK

¢ —Richard McCoy, American Conmsul: "A very pleasant day in a very pleasant atmosphere,"”

{. —~ John Blacken, American Embassyt "I am impressed.”

¢.—Frank Tuminiaie, Dept. of State, Guyana Desk (U.S5.A.): "Impressive work,"

— Adeline R, Bacchus, Min, of Education: "Amazing."

Trenton London, Port Kaltuma:"Remarkable,"

Eloise Cubpepper, Port Kaituma: "Simply wonderful,”

Donna Brown, student, Linden: "Fantastic."

Walter Thain, Cyteologist, U.S5.A.: "Incredible."

Compton Mahese, student, Linded :"Marvellous."

o/ —Jennifer Cave, student, Linden: "Remarkable testimony of what our Interior is

capable of.,"

Steve Carlton Jones, student, Linden :"One of the most fantastic things I have
ever seen,"

~ = Hollis Alexander, student, Linden: "Beyond one's imagination.™

o = Malcom Johnson, student, Linden: "Magnificence is surely your motto."

Sandra Ferrier, student, Linden: "A very unforgettable experience,"
Colin Albert, student, Linden: "Beyond my expressipn,”

Sheik M. Ally, Student, Linden: "Simply beautiful."

Aubrey Quamine, student, Linded :"A true example of socialism,”

» = Mark Denny, Arelias Warde: "It is the first large farm I have seen where everyone
is doing his job without supervision,”

o/ == Jzsper Wayn, student, Linden: "Remarkable! What motivationl"

Orlando Goring, Burnham Ag. Institute: "Marvellous adventure."

/¥ -like Charles, store owner, Port Kaituma: "I love the people.”

Anna Maratte, Linden: "The pecple are very friendly."”
Dennis John, Burnham Ag. Inst.: "Excellent Co-operation.”
Fitz Roy Warde, Burnham Ag. Inst.: "Excellent development,"

/8. = Vivian Davis, Professional Nurse, U.S,A.: "Beautiful People.!”

{3-=Dr. Joseph D'Costa, Dentist, Georgetown (native of India): "A 1ittle bit of heaven.,”

7 — Frederick Wills, Foreign Minister, Guyana: "Socialism, pcace and love in action.”

Norman Adams, Office manager, Ministxy of Regional Development: "Jonestown is wost
spectacular.™
/4 —Sgt. E. Gaskin, Matthews Ridge, Police: “A sarden of paradise.™
Mike ¢’ Abreu, Texaco West Indies, Dist, Mgr.: “This is a fontastic project of hard
work,"

9.~ Q'Martyn d'Abreu, Permanent Secretary, Min. of Works and Transport: "A wonderful

experience, A model village/community to be emulated.”
Diane Coltress, student, Georgetown: "Terribly oripinal work and planning.”

? — Ethel Britton, Chief Community Development Officer, Min. of Co-ops and Hat.
Mebility:r "™ aw impressed with this new commmity ond the way the wembers have
adjusted end are maeking a living using the resources of this country. Congrat-
ulations and may your success and achtevements be an example to all Guyanese."

//. = Nerman Simpson, N,1.S8., Matthews Ridge: "“This agricultural project is just what
our country needs,"

Lloyd Shannon, Clerk General, Min. of Kationsl Development; "Good for a model farm."

/0, — Gerald Fowler, Det. Chief Inspector, F Div, lidqtrs., Eve leary: "This is a living
example to the people of Guyana, and z living exmaple to be followed."

Peter deGroot, student: "A very good effort. It is the best I've seen so far in
Guvana." .

Srgukleu Peters, Det, Constable, Mabaruma Police Station: "Setting an example
to follow."

Chareles David, Public Llealth Inspector: "Very interesting and exciting."

ilary Haynes: "Extremely Iinteresting and beautiful buildings.™

¥aoliayn Daniels, Senior Public Health Inspector, E.B., Demerrara: “Impressive and
progressive for:such a short time.,"

Crevelle Williams: "Impressed by the rats of
impressed by € ate ol
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P age 2

Charles Ganny, Atiorney; "1 have Leen to fenadice, (2%¢ llene foa
anpbody Io see ..l saw a comuunily wieae there is no cuch thing as
aacism, .ofhere iso no such lhing as age-ism, .,.f hove nesen séen 4o
many hajpy foces in my Life oo | did in joneslown, Jeiiig ane those
raople 4o éaiy't {ét} are Lcrning a new socict cndea, The, ane Leanring
an enéwea Lo a bellen Lile” i

Oa, wallen Y/uu;n‘ Cyloloyict & fadio imdical jelwork (o-0rdincion of
d00 physicians; "{L%6 mind-Lo -.li.ng io oee how ycu have eorped oul of
lhe yun,le o communily thal Logre jul Lite a lown in the United

Stated—c ana wita alf ine fublic ulililties ”

b, _AL&:.AI_ '—{Lv.ﬂn"uta., .o, ﬁ:.e:.:-i.;al . -:u"_c.ian: “esofliGgnificeni Aumani-
Zoadan ef;onis, | fiel ceafair fhal if liere wene ncne ouch on-cndza-
diicre Wil wesoied and oincee jeojle such ae lie sembens o/ yzu_a el ch
dnaocughoul Lhie world 2hal this planet would indecd de o #eflen place upon
wideh Lo spend one’s Life. ba. elachl is, in my opinion, a swdean—day
Un; Sehwe iizen ®
Hev. Joun /. 1002k, teinodiel l'iniolen, eno Nevada (formen Supenin-
tendent op felpodiel CAuncles in horirean Calif.): "Fhe qualii . of
Cohiufidey Lot winilce si @s moid iupacdsive, (1 4 nare in lne LSA jor o
ciildaen, adulls, and olden adulle lo Live in suc) cloce commnuniiy. Fhis
dio feaulefals Feoplex x xx wiose conlnibuiicns pac neconc'ed as yiniact
s uningonland in a maso sociel; are included here and piven a senscz of
worir.  Liink o peopfe kecoming *sorefocies’ in Lhiz eornundljey,
fhe  ecjte leel lhal Ine; are paniiedpoling in scmelliing garal, Wthan ¢

- jeorte feal, o aiiedpating in 4omeliing the
Lhink of lie oflen facple topecially, | Lhink of the prbpinel’s vieion of
coen one salling unden vine uvnd figy-lace in gx feace,”

Loniuna (@one, wailen; “Taie a beaulijul, heroic, creulive projeell

(L io apsotulely minaculows, The tush lropical panorams io 40olnding Lo
the ey e and Lo Lie pesche. The mechanicol ingenuwily and ufifizolion of
als nciunad foode and junyle gacwih and processes ane wondrous lo fehold,
Tie aynicuiliuvnal and aniral huwbondry pincjecls are woaliiy of a jdacc in
nioloay; and ernvlelion & by olt speciciicie in these pandiculun wreas of
scienli; ic nescanci, The enfine so-ppenctive, oayanizalional approach
erould Ke pbserreu and pgul inle paaclice £y dmjooenisled and Ihind-
wonld anees and aalioM...._TftiA i4 -tn.uly Zie *rew Cor.'mwl.iig_' and ecovenanl

 wein lie fand anrd diie 140(‘14:'

Visian Davis, nurce (aflen visiling han children and grane ifdren in
tgaad, £97¢): i wae arazcd, 1o sce Lhal peopie ran Live and wonl logelhea
and kat Luild such a feauliful Zown oul of whal wae noliing Juifiungu.

t o u communidy dnal hod unily, fove [on jeliow-ren, end equalily

or all...ciildren Lauy'iing, aunning, and playing with no Jear oa dangenr.
jou mual cea 42 lo apprecial £4L.%

lles? nesideni-=f4 yeonsj: ™ie come Ilo Luild--

2o raks oo Lrings 9085 bt det 2, 00t ettt A 2L, (it B,

i ; [ ganlen: sienelons, dywash, coan——{"n gonn
TR T T fiff zw L,!tza:;:dul ar., 40 look al my Aoude. i’.na
hnew no [reedo: 1ill they gol hene.

make u clean cuweepn qff
ook al lie hide-- lhe; reven
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Inpresdibhd o lie |éojles Temple sy nicallusal [As ecl in  onesloun, yuzang

Associcled
Cont Dlocinangussetutnd Pacss & Gen. [ ya. of fusana Chacnicle:

An exanpdx foa Lujana.
Karay farewood, Radio Demannvna News {{ugana): */eloundin g

da. Caalzon yoodtell, Fad,, (.Da, & Freeident of Nalional Plewsqape
Publdishers /EdAociauén; *i'have lived doday 4in The fulure ¥ reres

Hichard ticloy, Ameriran Consul: *A veay plcasani day in a veay pleasant
alrospliene

R jonn Biacken, frenican Enboneey: *( om impnessed ”
Faankh Tuniniaie, ve;t, of Slale, Lugana Deok (U5 A): “inpressive work

Fredenich wodio, Tonediyn (irdisler, Guzana: "oocialicm, (eace and Love
in aclicn.”

{lb:-tijn d'fbreu, Fearnunend deenelany, {indelago! Yonte wnd Transpork:

“H wondengal expenicnce, A roded vilfage—conmunity lo e enulaied

Lineld Ladiion, Cadel (wwmunily Develorment Of;ican, i iniclry of (o0-0:0

and faelional f.cﬁiliiy: { am dnpresced wilh 1Ais new comnunily and lhe

way L& ceniers nape wdous ed ent ane pating a £ivin; weing Lhe nespunces
o} Llhis couniay, Congratulalione and way your success and acirievemenls -
ke an axm;(.,lz io atf fu}anadz.'

S;ﬂ-a.ala' FTowlzn, Oeleclive Chiel (nsrecion, Gugana Police: "This is a
Livin, exanple <o lie peopde of Lusana, ani a Living exanple Lo Le

folioed *

Koaman Simpwon, fol.te, Palliews Ridye: *This agriculluncl projict is
jucl whal pur ecunliny Reeds,”

Sefecried comnents of 35 leaciens wnd siucenla facw (clencie Sehoce
vioineel; "Henanrubde leciimony of whal oua dnleaior i< cagpaide 1_::;"‘."
{Jennijen Cane] ouo®agrijicence is <ufel: your mollo,” (t ateen oinson)
esattie ond one's imaginalion.” (hotlis flexander) o+.u”(L 4 lhe Jinel
Pance foxm ! hops sosn whese svengone Lé doing hie job wilhoul supea-

Rty GAdR v ll=

vicaon® (l.ark Uenngj ... wnal {olivelionl® {jaspen wazne]

Lr, Ny-a-Fook, L ugenese yantal Sungeon: *f finslarloss cx.c;r.‘n ‘e _o,f
commitRdi l.i./e. { haove nivea ée;mu; ARLA SO Kafy f.e.o,-:tt o) arying races
worlin, hapily side-byeoide. v

ba, joseph D’'Cosla, Crthdontisl & Dental Tiewic Dineclon {falive of
(ndiaj: *n Lillle £il o} heaven.”

Syl. €. Gashin, hulihews Ridge Folica: *A garden o) ;madi«a."

Da, Peien Feanandes, Lhainman, gu}m_LiuzéiocA lorp, & woald lacvelen;
*Tne jurcsl eyciilarnian socialy e | haveeosen secn,”
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Fromt Andy Tet FR « monkeybread Fri, ¥ay 20
Harvey Hiik: no monkeybresd. Testerday, toock him a fern from Valu Glaat to the store.

Cherles Garry- Tin Claney took him the bread

Ghristiny Vasqusz- way out, left bresd with Musband's law fim sround the correr.
Cha Ls polng to Imrland for three weeks en JuneZnd, Goodbyye
party is Hay 26th, ¥Wants to ge to Guysns Love Deo, but interested
in chartsr plans possibilities.

Topla~ ssy her, Wara as umal. She sald * outtlasting the attaciers ls the test.”

M very varm, Fet ln redic statlon lebby with her frisnd Dorls Ward,
inow Jim from Indlanopolls, sod apparsatly was in services thare,
lorls mentionsd wiracles snd the diet Jim advised for high blood pressure
after they snd The Teosptionist simpled the deliolous bread, They ware
Lte plessed with the bewad, Julia spois as Lf obe had boen how only once
uo years ago, and I told her w'd 1ike to invite her to a future concert
w might bn having, She said * please oMl we.” Very wam. ¥ Spoke of
Proken as an ™ excellent person %, added all peopls are " so wars
at the Tenple, really." Dorls hada't :eard of Jim for years after lesvigng
Indlannolls unti¥ ons day ar clearing laly moks of & ® Jin Jones™ end
Torls found out it was the swve Jix Jones, Loris Lo Black and her hams is
often in the Sun Feporter, Af L1t Lla the Gme Toris Wam, I told Julla that
anytime shs end Hathan are in the nelghtnrhood to drop in, meaning Gavana
but whioch she mistook for 1059 Geary, btut she seld she would drop in 185
)\Gury sometinme, s0 wo bhad Detter luvite her %o the conoert fiwwix instead.

¢ ssoretary sald Y uas out in the community at a meeting,but I
should leave the bread on her desk and the seo'y would call, telling ber
it vas therw. I seld I 6ould sasily drop 1t off at Twonme's house, saving
Tvonrnwe the trouble of coming out to the school to pliek Lt up, but secty
said no, better fo lsavo oo der desk, which I 414,

and Invited him to Joneatown,
- Haid Jla oalled him last night and/® I told him I couldn™t oome
doun until July bwosuse T hawve to be hare ( SF )} to belp with tuying the
presses.,” Then Fleming mentionsd that 1t might ba"sarly fall.” before l»
oould go to Gaysna.

Soodlett ¢ Teft with mmasptiontat,

e the orm I will glve thw last monkeyhroad to, Sho's twan
sick, iilna thinks, with a heart stroke or attaok, but Connls rexzins om
her foet an? not 1n bed an Sonnle t51d me ber doctor maid she s'ould,
PSR ALK OO IR R YN R SE
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FIRST UNITED METHOBIST CHUREH

Reno's First Church — Organized in 1868

First Street at West P. 0. Box 78%
Phone: {702) 3224654 Reno, Nevada 89,

John V. Moors Douglas M. McCoy
Minitters

Dr. and Mrs. John V. Moore have fust recently returned from a visit to the
Peoples Temple Agricultural and Medical Mission in Guyana, South America, where
they visited their two daughters and grandson who are residents there. Dr. Moore,
with thirty-four years experience a: a pastor, campus minister, and district super-
intendent of the United Methodist Church, is currently pastor of the First United
Methodist Church of Reno, Nevade. Mrs. Moore is a writer who has worked
closely with groups concerned with ministry to prisoners and their families, farm-
workers, disturbed teenagers and rinaways.

The Moores have written the following article to capsulize thelr impressions
of their trip to the remarkable model community established by Rev. Jim Jones
and the members of Peoples Temp'e of the Disciples of Christ.

A VISIT TO
PEOPLES TEMPLE COOPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL PROJECT
JONESTGWN, GUYANA

Durine the month of Mau TD‘TQ wa l-u-:r‘ an amn-nnnlu haantifiil advantiira
Urnng -« wenil o May, al &N amazin coautlit adveniurd.

We visited Peoples Temple Coope: atwe Agricultural PrOJect in Guyana, South
America.

Because so much adverse publicity has been circulated regarding this heroic
cooperative of caring and sharing, we felt it important to share our first-hand
experience in a town of 1100 people transplanted from Peoples Temple, Dis-
ciples of Christ, in the U, S. A.

Our two daughters, one a nurse and the other a teacher with our three-year-old
grandson, kad written glowing accounts of their life in this unusual project. We

manhar‘ 10 gea f‘nr nnmsxlunn fhic navs I‘unf‘
UnSiavaes Gils DoV ahn

We flew to Georgetown, the capital of Guyana, to the Peoples Temple head-
quarters, which is a lovely home where we were housed with others awaiting a flight
to Jonestown, the site of the coop¢rative. Some of the people we met were planning
to retire in Jonestown. One small oy had just had adjustments made on an artifi-
cial leg and eagerly awaited the hour-long return flight to the hinterland of Port
Kaituma, and then home to the cooperative.

The quaint, attractive government buildings of Georgetown and its friendly
Black and East Indian culture in a lemocratic-socialist country we found most
pleaging

From Georgetown we were flown over a vast ocean of jungle to Port Kaituma
where our small plane landed on a tiny air-strip. Members of the Temple met us as
our plane arrived and drove us through the exquisite interior region to a turn-off
where we observed the sign “Welcome—Peoples Temple Cooperative Agricultural

Project™. 7 /—//7/ - p@
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What a miracle it is! Over eight hundred acres of jungle have been cleared since
1974, most of it within the last year. All along the road we could see rows of cas-
vas, eddoes, bananas, sugar cane, and citrus groves. Further along the road we saw
th¥ “piggery” and the “chickery” and the dairy center worthy of the best in scien-
tific animal husbandry.

What we found at the cooperative was a loving community of people in the
true New Testament sense.

. Educational facilities and nursery care and equipment are excellent. The
“school is government accredited, and unusually creative in its approach to the learn-
ing process. Teachers are excited by the possibilities for teaching in a setting so
different from town and urban schools where they had previously taught.

Medical services under the supervision of a brilliant young doctor, Larry Schacht,
are excellent. Larry, a recent graduate of the University of California Medical School
in Irvine, is in radio communication with specialists in the United States and South
America. His corps of nurses and technicians arc well trained, and the scientific
equipment is first-class. All retired residents are checked daily. Services are also
provided for nearby Amerindians and others needing medical care.

A nutritionist is constantly experimenting with vegetable and fruit products in
an effort to discover maximum utilization of food grown in Guyana. The farm is
thriving. Meals are a delight and are rich in protein, natural grain and vegetables.

Soccer, baseball, a good band, crafts, a librarv of 8,000 volumes and outstand-
ing teachers provide recreational and cultural opportunities for the youth of Jones-
town. Birds and animals have become community pets. The band often plays for
Georgetown events. It’s tops!

The nurture of children and family life is evident. Jonestown offers a rare oppor-
tunity for deep relationships between men and women, young and old who come
from diverse racial and cultural backgrounds. Single adults, one-parent families, and
nuclear families feel at home in the community.

Jonestown is a mixture of frontier life and contemporary society. The small,
neat gardens of the retired residents are in evidence on every pathway. There are
opportunities for seniors also to take classes, sew, read, or just to sit. An older woman
hoeing her garden brought to mind the words of Micah (4:4)—"...they shall sit every
one under his vine and his fig tree, and none shall make them afraid...”

Whereas life is somewhat simple in Jonestown, the latest equipment and tech-
niques are employed, for example in putting up pre-fabricated houses in one day.

Morale is exceedingly high. There is a sense of ownership which is rare in collec-
tive societies and not present under private ownership.

We came away from the Peoples Temple Agricultural Project with a feeling for
its energy and enthusiasm, its creative, wholesome ways (imagine no television—but
weekly movies for all), and an understanding of the fascination and high sense of
adventure it holds for its residents.

John and Barbara Moore

HH-1-F7
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struggled for all his life,

"It is not our purpose to die; we believe deeply in the celebration

-

of life. It is the intention of Jim Jones,and always has been, to light
candles rather than curse the darkness, to find and implement constructive
solutions rather than merely complain about problems. But under these
outrageous attacks, we have decided to defend the integrity of our
community and our pledge to do this, We are confident that people of
conscience and principle understand our position. We make no apologies

for it.

ﬂhntjﬁéatanmd'ﬁkw&Q-2;;4n2ili;%£§:;f ", o
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Charles Garry, Attorney: "I have been to Paradise. It's there for
anybody to see....I saw a commmity where there is no such thing as
racism....There 158 no such thing as age-ism....I have never seen so
many happy faces in my life as I did in Jonestown the three days 1

was there....Why are those people so happy? They are learning a new
social order. They are learning an answer to a better life. When I
returned to the States, I told my partners in the office that I had
seen paradise./From what I saw there, I would say that the soclety

that is being built in Jonestown is & credit to humanity.“

 Dn. Gkl 100l PR, M. v Pree o Tt Rasumps (k. sec ;0 g fy e Loved Fodoy
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Dr. Peter Fernandes, Chairman of the Guyana Livestock Corporation
and world traveler: "Jonestown is the purest egalitarian society I
have ever seen.”

* k *
Dr. Ng-a-Fook, Guyanese Dental Surgeon: '"The Peoples Temple Agricultural
and Medical Mission is a first-class example of community life. I have

never before seen so many people of varying races working happily side-
by-side..J.I could not help but be impressed.”

HY-1-Fa



Prime Minister Forbes Burnham
Office of the Prime Minister
Government Buildings

Georgetown, Guyana
South America November 3, 1977

Honorable Prime Minister Burnham:

.1 am a personal friend of Bishop Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple. 1
also have first hand knowledge of the pattern of conspiracy prevaient in
this country today to prohibit the effective organization of poor and
oppressed people. As the leader of the American Indian Movement, I have

R witnessed numerous cases of premeditated harrassment and persecution of
my people. I have witnessed directly how this conspiracy to frame and

destroy Peoples Temple has been enacted.

In February 1977 1 was approached by a man named David Conn, who said he
was working with the U.5. Treasury Department, an IRS agent and two men
from the San Francisco Police Department and offered a "deal" if I would
denounce Bishop Jones and the Temple. 1 was then, and still am facing
extradiction to South Dakota for my activities in protesting repressive
policies against the American Indian people. 1 was assured by Conn that
if I publicly denounced Jones and the Temple, that the rulings in my
extradiction would go in my favor. So this was definitely a deal that I
was being offered. Because it was not just a matter of Conn indicating
that it would go well with me if I co-operate, it would go badly for

me. 1 have stated many times publicly, that for me to be returned to
South Dakota, would be certain death, as I would be killed by racists
there. 50, this was clearly a threat and an obvious attempt to blackmail.
I was warned by this man not to tell anyone about the proposed deal,
since it would "blow his cover".

Jim Jones has been a true and honest friend. He has helped me in desperate
times for both my family, and the American Indian people. I have found
him to be extremely principled and wholly dedicated to freeing the
oppressed peoples of the world. He has taken stands for the rights of
others, even when it mean t his own safety was in jeopardy. In the

1ight of his effectiveness, and his singleminded purpose of total equality
for all people, it becomes very obvious why the reactionary forces have
launched such an extensive campaign to destroy Jim Jones and the Peopies
Temple.

1 hope that you and other leaders of Guyana can see the devious methodology
and purpose in the recent attack on this organization. Jim Jones is a
well-respected leader among the Third World community here in the United
States. His reputation and good works are widely known and acknowledged.
He and Peoples Temple have much to contribute wherever they may be.

Sincerely, _ i
. QC [
V2L S T T
Dennis Ban

DB:kp
cc: U.N. Ambassador Andrew Young
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UNITED STATES SECTION, 1213 RACE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19107 / LD 3-7110 (21%) / CABLE WiLUS

& FOUNDED IN 1915 / First President: JANE ADDAMS
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San Francisco Branch-50 Qak Street, San Francisco, CA 94102 /863-7146

August 9, 1977

Honorable Forbes Burnham
Prime Minister, Guyana
Government Buildings
Brickdam

Georgetown, Guyana

Dear Sir:

I have been familiar with the career of Rev. Jim Jones for many
years. He has done outstanding work with our troubled youth,
the needy aged, the sick and the poor.

I feel he is under attack because he has chosen to question the
system that breeds the above adversities. If the Rev. Jones
spoke for the corporations and not for the people, he would not
find himself so bitterly assailed by our press.

We hear great things of the Peoples' Temple Project in Guyana.
We are grateful for your government's kindness and cooperation.
I hope it shall continue.

Respectfully,
Fe . L_.D/ ~
—LL%auxA;/Q;ZaAL£4d444¢4
Vivian Hallinan

5.F. Chairwoman of Womens International League for Peace & Freedom
(WILPF)

Naticnal Board WILPF - Womens Political Caucus

National Coordinator “"Feed the Cities: Not the Pentagon"

////——/'P/@

Pupore: 16 work by ron-victent means for the stoblishment throughout the world of those political, sconomic, sociol, ond peychologicol
roedom.

conditions which ton assure peoce ond f

e T, = T T e e



T

SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH NA A C P

Avgust 2, 1977

Prime Minister Forbes Burnham
Government Buildings
Brickdem, Georgetown

Cuyama, South Amerioa

Dear Prime Minister Burmham:

I am President of the San Francisco Branch of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, the oldest clvil rights organi-
zation in the United States., We have fought many struggles in the courts
and in the etreets over the years, in ocur efforts to bring about recial
and social equality for blacks and other minorities in the United States,

I am writing to let you know about the outistending work of the FPeoples
Temple here in the San Francisco community. Rev., Jim Jones has been &
friends t0 hundreds of youth in the city, and his church has rehabilitated
many {ron drug use, helped young people out of legal difficulty and anti-
social patterns, and brought cut the finest potential in people who were
held back due to the hardships and oppression of their lives. Fe has
eatablished tutorial and educationsl programs. opportunities for youth
to receive free job training, and legal and medical seivices for the
indigents His church has teken in senior citizens cast aside by their
relatives, and children abandoned by parents and unwanted by agencies.
He has provided 3 wholesome environment where pecple are accepted and
made to feel needed and productive regardless of race, sex, age, or edu-
cational or religious background,

Tny organizetions and community lezders are highly su-portive of Rev.

Jones end the work he is doing, and it is alwars & joy to visit the Peoples
Temple for meetings and special events. He speaks very warnly slways of
the Cuyanese govermment, and the great strides you are making in cooperative
socialism, He is deeply grateful to you, the Guyanese leadership who have
made his people so welcome there, and for the opportunity to work side by
side with the Cuyanese %0 build a better world.

fincerely,
-
poH|E. Eall,
epident
HH=17P1)

2085 SUTTER STREET, SUITE 211 » SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 84115 « (415) 922-0650




MAIN OFFICE

hugust 2, 1977 O Fasas

(415) 648-2080

@@ PRISONERS UNION ...

[ U Rt el 4
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K] 539 Clayton st.
i teln
Honorable Forbes Burnham (

Prime Minister

Government Building
- Brickdam

Georgetown, Guyana

Dear Sir:

I have been asked by the People's Temple to convey my irmpression
of them and their work to you. I am happy to do so,

I believe their church is one of the most important organizationg
in Califomia. It conbines strongly progressive social policies with a
spirituality that makes ocur comnon humenity felt rather than simply known
as an abstraction. The shortcamings of pure politics is precisely that
it does not have cmtent. The limits of puwre spirituality are that it
removes people fram the world rather than connecting them with it. It
seems to me that their efforts to conbine the material and the spiritual
into real existence, to effectively recognize the humanity of all races
and ages, to realize the capabilities of everybody, to take care of
each other and to take responsibility for the world in which they live,
follows the grain of what must be done to build a fully human world.

I have attended three of their services, the first over ten years
ago in a remote rural section of Califomia where I worked as a researcher
and therapist in a large mental hospital. Their services are a unique
blend of joyous music, intensely focused ancem for suffering individuals,
and attacks on the injustice that is part and parcel of our social order.
I have known menbers of the church and ane who left the church; he was a
former drug addict who felt that he had gained immeasurably by his
acssociation with the Pecple's Terple., I have also followed their work
an behalf of people who were being unjustly treated and seen their efforts
to wnify the poor and dispossed of this country into an effective farce.
They are a warm, energetic, and progressive grouwp of people.

In my judgement, the Agricultural Mission in your country established
by the Pecple's Temple is a fortunate blend of healthy develomment and

a frantier for many peaple who were locked into destructive lives of passivity
and despair in the land of their birth. You have my respect and best wishes.

Very truly yours,

Michasl R. Snedeker
Attorney at Law

cc: Deputy Prime Minister A/,/._p 2
cc: Parliment /
1315 EIGHRTEENTH STREET * SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94107 = PHONE (415} 648-2880



GAY ACTION/LABOR COMMITTEE

330 Grove Street * San Francisco, California 94102 * Telephone (415) 431-1522

August 5, 1977

The Right Honourable Forbes Burnham
Prime Minister of Guyana
Government Buildings

Brickham

Georgetown, Guyana

Sir:

I have read articles attacking Rev, Jim Jones and Peoplefs Temple in the
last two issues of NEW TIMES magazine. You may already know that this magazine
was recently purchased by an Australian publisher notorious for his scandal-
rongering and yellow jourmalism, It is with concern that the many good works
of Feople's Temple continue uninterrupted that I am now writing you.

For many years now, I have been a socialist and trade unionist, an anti-war
organizer and active supporter of the Black, Latino, feminist and gay movementis
in the United States, In that time, I have witnessed & host of smear campaigns
against all these rovements. Peoplets Temple is only the latest victim,

They are now an object of right-wing attacks because they practice what
they preach-—solidarity with the oppressed and expleited of the earth. The
Temple's consistent struggle on behalf of democratic rights and against social
and economic inequality is without parallel, even in San Francisco, historically
a center of progressive movements. I am one of many thousands in this city who
take pride in counting Rev, Jim Jones and Peopla's Temple among my friends.

Please be assured that the land you have so generously provided thelr agri-
cultural mission serves to provide desperate youth with a new faith in humanity.
By their shining example the Temple has earned not only hatred from the forces of
reaction, but great love and respect from the victims of injustice,

Respectfully,

T YN/
K oWtk Wallier
Howard Wallace, Organizer

GAY ACTION

A /3



Rev. Jim Jones
June 28, 1977
Page 2

what I would like to believe being a Christian means.

If there is any way that I can assist you in helping
to expose the falsity of the vile attacks against you, please
do not hesitate to call on me. It would be but small repayment
for the debt that the people of this area owe you.

incerely,

AL %ﬁw#
Dennis Roberts

DR: wvv
cc: Sun Reporter

HH-1-Fry
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1119 Geary Blvd.
San Francisco,Ca 94109
(415)474-37750r 474 -4344

August 31, 1977

L. F. F. Burnhaa
Prime Minister
Government Buildings
Brick Dam, Georgetowa
Guyana

Dear Sir:

A perfidious campaign against Reverend Jim Jones and People’s Temple
has ceme to our attentfon. Sensationalist press, immoral journalists,
corrupt and decadent magazines are trying to wisrepresent the work of
People's Temple and to taint the honor of Rev. Jones. OQur organization,
which organizes community schools at the elementary, secondary and college
level, wants very much to dispel the effects of this {nfamous campaign
and to glve People's Temple our total support.

We know of the activities of People's Tewple through our association
with Ms. Yvonne Golden, a distinguished American educator who pursues an
active role in the public achools of San Francisco, bringing hope and vi-
tality to otherwise impoverished students from humble families in our city.
She speaks highly of People’s Temple, and we know her to be an extremely
honorable and truthful person.

So, Mr. Prime Minister, People's Temple is not just a charitable or-
ganization, It {s an active allfance of the members of our community working
to bring to our society net only the most ample democracy but, at the szme
time, a spirit of socfal justice that 1s the very essence of Christianity.
Self reliance, hard work, discipline and, above everything, a profound re-
spect for human dignity 1s the essence of People's Temple's work. Our
organization cannot let this occasfon pass by without supporting this most
significant movement in our country. As you know, sometimes dull and unin-
spired journalists find in cheap sensationalism a way to sell more papers.
It 1s unfortunate that in this case they have chosen to attack a most noble
and singular organization. We are sure that you, as head of an enlightened
government, know some of the most ugly aspects of the so-called freedom of
the press.

Above everything, People's Temple will continue helping people, working
with them and bringing hope to all citizens. We hope they will receive your
support.

In the name of our Board of Directors.

_~Bingerely yours,

g’ﬁﬁ{iglu A IS

Regional Director



MERVYN M. DrymaLLy : : {BI6) 445-9533
st agimaon State of California
QOFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GQOVERNQOR

STATE CARITOL
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 85814

Rhugust 3, 1977

The Honorable Fcrbes Burnham
Prime Minister

Government Buildings
Brickdam

Georgetown

Guyana, South America

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Not surprisingly, the metropclitan media have singled out
Peoples Temple for scrutiny and criticism,

This unusual attack on the Church is the cause of great
concern and anguish among the friends of Peoples Temple.
However, I am pleased to report that those of us who have
looked at the great work of Bishop Jim Jones will continue
to have strength in our commitment to him.

My former colleague in the state legislature and Mayor of
San Francisco, George Moscone, who has given much assis-
tance, has continued to express confidence in the Reverend
Jones who is Chairman of the San Francisco Housing Authority.
The Chairperson of the Legislative Black Caucus and its
members are strong in their support of the Peoples Temple
and, so is the President of the National Newspaper Publis-
hers Association (Black Press of America), Carlton Goodlett.

This attack is no different from attempts recently by the
United States media to discredit Guyana and Jamaica. We
are now experiencing the same phenomena here with Peoples
Temple. The reasons are obvious.

We are hoping that you will continue to give your support
to the Mission and again I wish to express my deep grati-
tude and admiration for your efforts in Peoples Temple's

behalf.

Sincerely, .
4 ;o o,

[V tpesn. H Dyt

MERVYN M. DYMALLY.

MMD : hmf

c.c. Dr. Reid, Deputy Prime Minister

o Members of the Cabinet yyf/_p/@
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JULIA HARE
Director of Community Affairs

August 1o, 1977

rs

Prime Minister Forbes Burnham
Government Building

Brickdam Georgetown

Guyana, South America

Dear Honorable Forbes Burnham:

The Reverend Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple have
recently come under what appears to be undue fire
from certain guarters,

I have visited Reverend Jones' church and was struck

by the spirit of the services, the compassion and
goodwill displayed, the apparent good work, the use

of Afro-American culture as I have never seen it before.
Outside the church in the community at large, I have
seen young black men and women members of the church,
once crippled by feelings of inferiority, now walk

with pride and dignity and a positive bearing with a
clear sense of purpose.

Reverend Jones' baptism by the fire of reactionary

wrath was of course predictable. Long before Socrates
and Jesus Christ to Martin Luther King and John F.
Kennedy, men and women have been persecuted and gone to
their deaths whenever they show promise of organizing
people and society--successfully--for human good. Today,
as we now know from COINTELPRO and the confessions of
the FBI, the CIA and the Watergate burglars, persecution
incorporates official and scientific prosecution whose
method is infiltration.

Members of the black bourgeoisie complain that his
membership is predominantly black and in the black community
where he should have no place. Nor would he, if the black
ministers were not failing their roles. The thing that
most came home to me on my visit to the church was a sense
of the failure of black church leadership. Reverend Jones
has provided them a model of their mission in life, God's
mandate to them, their call to preach. In terms of cries

Galden West Broadcasters
KSFMY San Frantisco /Ookland + KEX Portland - KVI Seattle/Tacoma/Everett + KMPC Los Angeles - KTLA-TV Los Angeles

/gb/'/“p/7/
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Prime Minister Forbes Burnham
Page 2

that the temple operates with the heavy hand of disci-
pline and financial demands on members, I can testify
that I have witnessed in churches throughout the country,
dncluding an Anniversary celebration of the president of
‘a major black denomination where he stood and milked

iy LY L AR Nl o1 S
contributions by the hundreds of dollars each from

elderly women pensioners and widows. And there is far
more than I could say out of my experience and cbserva-—
tions since early childhood, variously as member, organist
and minister of music, the latter for the eoldest black
church in the United States in Petersburg, Virginia.

The Reverend Ike openly demands high pay from his followers
and flaunts it. Why is thexre not an investigation and
witchhunt of Reverend tke?

When people speak of politics in church, I am reminded of
Hemingway®s remark in, I belieye, A Farewell to Armg, that
there is politics in all religion and religion in all
politics.

When I interviewed Reverend Jones for my hour-long radio
program, I noted the public response was overvwhelming and
positive., Why are those who resist freedom for Afro-
Americans so bent on nailing Jim Jones to the cross?

Sincerely,
/)/. Y/ Zéﬂ o
/ Ll - S
IA HARF,

bee: Michasl Prokes
Marsha Jones

\
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ALmerT E. KAWN
13028 HENKND ROAD
GLEN ELLEN, CALIFORNIA 03442

July 21, 1977

Deputy Prime Minlster Ptomely Reid
Public Bldgs.

Brickdam

Georgetown, CGuyena

Dear Deputy Prime Minister Reid:

I am writing you at the request of assoclates of
Reverend Jim Jones in connectlon with the current
ettecks that heve been lsunched upon him and his
orgenization, the People's Temple, in the San
Franclsco press.

1 became accuainted with Reverend Jones more than

e yeer sgo, and in the intervening period I have

been much impressed with the easlstsnce he haa

given to the pesce movement in this aree, to

Chileen political refugees who have settled in the
region, &nd to the care and wellere of underprivileged
citizens, not only emong his own foliowers but elso

in the generel cormmnliy.

Zt is iy opinion inet in £11 1ikelihood the present
cherges bteing mede egeinst him are, besides seusttionsl
journelism, in part the result of the work of egents
provoceteurs opereating within his organizetion, end

T hope thet in thes fuiture there 1ill be concrete

evidence of this probsbility.

tf =Y

sy 1 take this opportunity to send you my warm
sraonsl greetings.,

Sincerely,

(Sirned) fLlbert . hn
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CoChairpsonia August 3, 1977
The Rev. John P. Brown i
Mordignor Jamws B. Flynn
. Rabbi Moger Haryy
The Rev. ¥OH L Herzfeld
The Asv. Lyan E. Hodge
M. Mary Humnink
The Rev. Cuchulain Moriarty
M. Halen Moser

I want to assure you of the appreciation that the progressive community in San Fran

Bay Area Ecumenical Committee - )

of Concern for Chile y

944 Market Street, (Fourth Floor) .
San Francisco, CA 94102 .
{415} 433-3024

The Honorable Forbes Burnham,
Prime Minister of Guayana

Dear Mr. Burnham:

I want to give my heartiest personsl endorsement to the inspirational work of
the Reverend Jim Jones in his California Churches and ia his agricultural mission
in Guayana.

b1
people who would ifdentify with the nrogressive policles of your government, and
working people in this area have for the religion practiced by the Reverend Jones
and People s Temple, true religion, in the sense of the Apostle James.

I hope that you understand that the medis attack on Rev. Jones ia part of what
appears to be a coordinated right-wing propsganda offensive almed at dividing
workin ng Pnnn'[e that is currently swveeping our country and is characterized by
a resurgence of Nael Party, Ku Klux Kla.n, anti-Semitic,"new" Right and recist
organizing - in e period of extreme economic crisis when such periods classically

appear in monopoly capltalist socleties.

Enowing of the internationally coordinatad Fascist plot which overthrew the govermjpe
of Salvador Allende in Chile, I cannoct but be sensitive to the totally contrived
and subversive nature of the medls smears against this exemplary man, Jim Jones.

I hope your country and government continues to offer him every hospitality and
courtesy.

qawag 15162
Charles Bricdy

(Former National Ghairperso&: of the Presidential Campaign of the People's Farty
candidate in 1972, Dr. Benjamin Spock) .

ce.Dr. P. A, Reid, Deputy Prime Minister
cc. Parlisment of Guayana
The BAECCC is » membar
of the Northavn Californis Ecumenical Council and is endorsed
by the E ical Pesce Inptitute and the Comminsion on Socksl
Junnoe of the Catholic Archdiockie of Sen Franciaco
y o
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STATEMENT OF ANGELA DAVIS
TO JIM JONES OVER RADIO PHONE-PATCH SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1977

This is Angela Davi-. I would like to say to my friend Jim Jones
and to all my sisters and brothers from Peoples Temple who are

in Guyana there: know that there are people here, not only in the
San Francisco Bay Area but also across the country, who are
supporting you, who are with you. I can personally speak for the
National Alliance Against Racism and Political Oppression in cities
throughout the country, from Birmingham, Alabama to (inaudible)
that there are people who arc aware of the contributions of

Peoples Temple to our efforts to, for example, free Rev. Ben Chavis
and the Wilmington 10. We know that you have participated and
brought people to all the marches and demonstrations, and thousands
of petitions that have been sent to government officials have been
circulated and signed by members of Peoples Temple. And so we are
very deeply obligated to you for what you have done to further

the fight for justice, to further the struggle against oppression,
to further the fight against racism,

I know you are in a very difficult situation right now and there
is a conspiracy. A very profound conspiracy designed to destroy
the contributions which you have made to our struggle. And this
is why I must tell you that we feel that we are under attack as
well. when you are attacked, it is because of your progressive
stand, and we fcel that it is directly an attack against us as
well, Therefore,more of us need to know that we will be carrying
on this idea, that we will do everything in our power to insure
your safety and your ability t0 Keep on struggling.

(In response to loud ovations from hundreds of pecople with Jim Jones
in the Guyana interior, Angela states:} I attempted to say,

though not very eloguently, that we are with you, and we

appreciate everything you have done. And we know you are going

to win, and, in the final analysis, we are all going to win.



Sylvester Herring
Commissioner

Human Rights Cormission
2563 Divisadero

San PFranciaco, California 9,115

* August 13, 1977

Prime Minister Forbs Burnham
Government Headquarters
Brickdam Georgetown

Guyana

Dear Sir:

I am writing to you as a member of the Human Rights
Commission in San Francisco to indicate to you my personal
support of the Roverend James Jones who, with the permission
of your government, has established and operated an
Agriculture Mission in your country for a number ol jyears,

Mr, Jonvs 13 also the pastor of the "Peoples Temple™ Church
here in San Francisce., I have observed a number of services
at the Pecoples Temple, and witneased the extensive activities
of community service engaged in by the Peoples Temple to the
poor in this city. The Reverend Jones'! church provldes a

wide varlety of serviceg, including free medical snd food
programs, wnich have been a preat service to our community.

In essence, Peoples Temple ssems to me to be a church involved.
in what Christianity is &ll about: people of all azes workinc
and living together in harmony and servinc the communlity.

Cur reports of the FPeoples Temple activities in Gurana are,
t2at the church is involved ir sinilar activities ol service
through a progressive Agricultural iission which is also
providing great benefits to the peopls of your country.

These outstanding contributions of i3e Peoples Temple lead
me to share with you, my impression ol our mutual benefit
. from the gervices of Peoples Terple and to urge your support
- of thelr mctivities in your country.

-—1 Sinterely yours, )
< _.‘/ : ___L. /—7 e y. -
NP AV ot oS RV 2

Sylvester ﬁerring
I Commissioner
I Human Righta Commiasion

SH:sm
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SAN FRANCISCO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT QurNew
Centrex

135 YAN NESS AYENUE Number

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102 Is:565'9

August 2, 1977

The Prime Minister Forbes Burnham
Government Building

Brickdam

Georgetown, Cuyana

South Americsa

Dear Sir:

I am very honorad to be acquainted with the Reverand Jim Jones and
the congregation of Peoples Temple located in San Franclsce, California, U.S.A,
Reverand Jones'! church is located in one of the lower soclo-economle areas
of San Franclsco, His membership seems to consist of members of all races
creeds and colors, Reverand Jones and his congregation have done so much
for young people who, otherwlse, would be wasting their lives away . The
People's Temple also has excellent programs for senior cltizens, excellent
health programs, and other programs too mumerocus to mention,

It is also my understanding that wonderful things are being done in
your country by the Reverand Jones and members of Pecples Temple. I have
ften heard speeches given bty the Reverand Jones in which he expresses
great admiration for the government of Guyana and the great cooperation
your country has giver. the People's Temple in the worthwhile project the
Church is sponscring in Guyana,

May God coﬁtinue to btless your country in its continued progress.
[

1
Sincerely yours,

;1054.2. /’jﬂ./é%

(¥rs.) Yargie Baker, Sapervisor
fan Tranzisco Public Schools

_' | f///"/’/po_z__.
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DeLANCEY STREET FOUNDATION, INC.

2563 Divisadero San Francisco California 94115

August 8, 1977

Hon. Forbes Burnham, Prime Minlster
Government Building, Brickdam
Georgetown

Guyana, South America

Your Excellency:

I am writing this letter on behalf of the Reverend Jim Jones and
the People's Temple. The People’s Temple has established an
agricultura? school in your nation, and 1 have noticed that they
have come under severe attack and criticism In my country. |
would like to clarify and clear the record,

In the United States some politicians have a tendency to behave
in a way that our former Senator McCarthy behaved, That Is to
lie, to cast aspersions and generally degrade any religious
leader whom they perceive to be, as in the case of Reverend
Jones, a stumbling block to thelr personal ambitions.

| have seen the charitable work of the People's Temple as | am
involved in similar work myself, and the poor people of San
Francisco look to the People’s Temple as the source of the
highest quality services dedlicated to furthering their cause
that our community has to offer,

I am confident that If you check with the Mayor of our city and
our Sheriff they will give you a far clearer picture than is
discernible from the rantings of our loca) lunatics, | realize
how difficult It s for someone who lives abroad to perceive the
subtleties of Californla's varlous power structures., Reverend
Jones and his people have simply become a political football so
that others would not have to address themselves to the Issues,

| believe the reason is that the bulk of Reverend Jones's con-
gregation is black and that hls enemies have been avowed racists,

1t Is my flirm belief that some elements of the press have been un- -
wittingly misled by the smear campaign, but | hope you will judge
these issues In thelr true perspective,

Sincerely yours,

nahe:W"‘\

JHzm H//’/"ng
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POTRERO HILL NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

953 DE HARO STREET SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94107

A IXEN)

zL".

TELEPHONT
(413} 826.8080
August 2, 1977

Prime Minister Forbes Burnham
Government Buildings
Brickdance Georgetown

Guyana, South America

Dear Sir:

I have know the Reverend Jim Jones of the People's
Temple for ten years., During the years I have known
him I have never heard it said that he turned down a
person or organization in need, regardless of race,
color or creed.

In my opinion his ministry best exemplifies the life
and teachings of Jesus Christ: Wwhat is the need,
and what can I do to help.

For this Jesus Christ and Martin Luther King were
persecuted, and many others were condemned without
having done any evil.

I support the Reverend Jones in his work for human~

kind and sincerely hope his association with you will
be a long and prosperous one.

Sincerely,

e nkin j8 VP ax el
Enola D. Maxwell
Executive Director

EDM/TP

Wy

fH 124

@ An Agency related to the United Presbyterian Church Sharing in the Untted Way of the Bay Ares
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43 IRON SHIP PLAZA
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFCRNIA #4111
(415) 956-5544

August 3, 1977

e For
Republic of Guyan
Public Bulldings Brickdam
Georgetown, Suyana

Dear Prime ™inister Burniam:

1 appreciate this opportunitvy to direct your attention to the work of
the People's Temple of San Francisco. At the request of Gene Chajken,
Legal Counsel for the Temnle, I thought it approprlate to extend my
perrsonal an-raisal to you of the work they do here in San Francisco
80 that it may add to thelr credibility in their efforts in your own

e A s

country.

A3 a matter of iIntrofuction, I am a nest nresident of the Rar Assoclation
of s5an vrancisco {1773), a nrofessor of law at Yastings Collese of the
Law ani Consultant to the Dean at that school. I am a lawyer in active
private practice. I do not helong to People's Temple and my only contact
with tirem has been as a result of our shared interests in a variety of
cormunity wrojects in this city.

I have had an opnortunity to meet and talk at length with Reverend Jim
Jonas, axamined fully the services and programs of the Penple's Temple
ané know their rerutation in this commnity in a variety of sources.

In all resaecta, the Peoprle's Temple makes a major contrilition to the
social wellhaing of this city, particularly amona the disadvantaged,
rinorities and dizabled within our cormunity. Those individuals who
often €ind it difficult to assemble support for their position as they
seak to obtair lawful apd ampropriate righte from ocur society find a
stronc and giving ally in Peverend Jim Jones and those with whom he works=,

In anv cormmunity such as ours, there are bound to be those who expresa
concern, and even disapproval, of the work performed by the People's
Temple. By and large, I an forced to conclude that most, if not all,

of those who criticize the workx of the People's Temple do so from a
vantage point of ionorance and without a full understanding of the

major social objectives and significant dailv contributions made by the
Temple to the personal lives of thousands of individuals living in our cit)

I »ro€er to believe that if they had a full opportunity {o understand the
work heing done that it woulsl allay their suspicions and:put their fears
to rest. -

¥hile ¥ do not have porsonal contact with the work heing done in your
Repubhlic by the People's Temple, I have had it fully described to me

and most certainly believe in both the concept and the realization
which appears to be a dally event. PFrojects designed to provide a new
life for people without hope demand our full support, yet seldom receive

HH /=25 =
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August 3, 1977

Connie Williams
1907 Fillmore
San Francisco, CA.

Prime Ninister Porbes Burnham
_Government Bulldings

Brickdanm
ZGeorgetown, Guyana, South America

‘Dear Mr. Burnhams

By way of introduction, I own and operate Connie's
Restaurant in San PFrancisco and I am writing to express my
feelings about Bishop Jim Jones and the Feoples Temple.

This church, for many years, has been a refuge for literally
thousands or poor people, mainly black but consisting of all
racial backgrounds in the U.S,

Because Jim Jones has boldly defended the rights of the
poor and oppressed in this racist society, he has suffered
continuous harassment and persecution. It is not only
difficult but dangerous, as you might well imagine, to stand
for Socialist principles in a capitalist society. This
automatically results In attacks by reactionary forces. But
Jim Jones has always remaired undaunted and, in the face of
it all, proceeded with his work.,

As & dlack woman who, through my business, has wmet the
most sensitive and humane pecple in San Franciscoe and many
from other parts of the U,S,, T can tell you that Bishop
Jones and Peoples Temple are viewed with utter respect and
admiration for the incredivle work they have done in bring-
ing dignity, health, and well-being to people from desti-
tute backegrounds.

1 have heard Bishop Jones speak with the greatest
resbect for your leadership and program in Guyana. I wish
vou the pest of luck irn achieving the goale of your Social-
ist revelutior there, and thank you for allowing Feoples
Temple to take part.

Very respectfully,
11 ,r'/

_.Fﬁ@vua, JAV.Ava’

Connie Williams
r.S. Additionally. for vour interect, T am President of the
aect Ceast Carivbean Associatior whaich works te unite

people here from Caribbean countries with other black
and Third World peoples.

HH ~=F 2L



Prime Minister Forbes Burnham
August 3, 1977
Page 2

it from the established governmental facilities.

-

You are to be congratulated and emulated in your contribution with the
People's Temple to convert hopeless lives into persons of contribution

and significance.

If I can provide any additional information to you at any time, please
don't hesitate to let me know, Best regards.

Yy truly yours,

e. robert (bob)} wallach

erw/bk

Wiy
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" %% Due to the Inconvience of time to schedule meetings and to have averyone participate
%}g ~ this 11st of rules wos made for you people who greet Sunday Patients, Please read

" apd Vulgn your nape, 80 you will be held responsible if you breek any of these rules,

t s —

o s o ' S ' Thank You, Administrator & Comrads
R R : Shanda James
; e L » - - pA3aiatant - Rhonda Fortson **
1} ‘l'ou uro '.’o 'bo Mmﬂu md.stay in the privilliocn if the patienta have arrived or
. not, . SR ' : -
v 7 o g) Sta;"";n'ue{ at all time,

- a) &«.u.'ls. A tanAte and 1alnwad i Salldmo [
W) WAL AT VO A4 W i AVLLAaTU WO WLLA LIMS 5 oo Ve
4) Your oonver..atlon uhculd be mild, apeek of youraelt or thm. Aak where do thoy work?

How o}d are they? How many children do they have? Do they know enything about Herbs

How 414 they fi own? If

VAL

they have been hera before ask what did they think about the treatment, Or any #fyf

other quesation ltke thess.

Ly OV IRNOE valx about polatios. " )
) 7 6) DO NOT PALK ABOUT SOCIALISM OR COMMUNISM...

7} If the person ask alot of political questions, exsuse yoursell an‘d find aomeons io
F.R. 1like Lee, Johuny, Sal:ah!Pmkea, Shanda, Ava, eto. Put don't be so cbvicms,

Bl DO MOT %ake people on tours of the property. They are ber; to be seen by the Doctor,
. 9] No_guest are to go to the Library, becsuss of different literature fn the lidrary.

SR 10} The guut ares to use the guest mm- only"‘ ' -

‘ 11) You are responsible to see that no guest goes off by themselves. Make sure someone,
yourself or your partners acoompany them at all tdmes.

1e) If-mr relief doos ncln: show up, you are not to get up and leave the patients alons

13) Z:r your partner §s getting to politieal or out of hand , Cell them to the side or
£in2 me FRhonda, ' : '- 5

_ 14) REMEMEER.. we are not responsible to give these peopls tranaportfatton. Never say

E" e we will get you a ride, Say if thers is a trector going out then you can have a ride.

15} DO NOT OFFER OR PROMISE ANY RITS.
18) If ita getting late then find me so I Gan tell them to go home, or try to let the

L_ | '\ o Dt'. I\:mqw\ghst time 1t is, | _ N %/#’/’ng

e ?.W‘wwrf_awgmmw;xnﬂgr._;.-,-w(.r_b-.-.\.\ T e e



an 17) If you are the last person on the shifts, thats from 6-7, you are responsible

to nme:Ke sure everyona is 5.;.09.9. Or notify mé %0 got aomeone olse if theyare here later
B thon 7:30, The last chift iy have to atay with the patients over 1 hr. but not muoch,
- Ey any means Do NOT LEAVE THE{ ALONE,

18} We do not give food. Ve cennot afford to give them feece modicine & food,
19} In the past they were getiing cookies mnd water, Not &0§ longer, ;ONL! WATER,
20) If some child fe oxying for food then let me know. B

. Svreagrs TP THERE ARE ANY MORE QUESTIONS LET ME KNOW nn-aunu;u 7

! Y(Z;U AﬁE Ny R.KSPOI‘-;SIBII FOR THE OUEST. REMEMB.R THIS IS NOT VOLUNTARY WORK, YOU ARE

ASSIGNED LIKE ANY REGULAR JOB. IF YOU DO NOT SHOW Off GIVE CONTINUOGUS PROBIFMS ON BEING
APPROAGHED, THEN YOU WILL BE WRILTEN UP FOR A WARNING. -

" i

) Q\ ' ?!z 2 -

9 YT dQares o |

* Gt o ’ &l{b‘h"\*\ \f\u:\'\'kaﬁr\’aﬁ »
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“For [ wies an hungered
and y gk my miak:
T Was thirsty
and w 94»‘ me drink,;
Iansa strangtr
ard ye fock me im;
Nabed and w clothed me;
I ws sick and ye visited me;
I oy in prison,
and 5 came wnlo me.

“Then shall the ng.lr‘fqu

Ansncr him, saying.

When saw e thee an hungered
Aad fed thee?
Or thinsty.
e And gove i.lm‘ drink?
n So' NC e o stranger
And tock thee n”
O noked. and clothel thee
O when san’ we ther sick?
n prison.

And came unto thee?

“Lerily Fsay unte wow
Tnasmauchk a5y haw’ domic it

Uhnto one of the least of these...

Y st doue if unto mc "
Matthew 25:35° 40

o
o,

PEOPLES
TEMPLE |

OF THE
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
J"n Jones‘ . FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Pastor May 12, 1978

U.S5. GOVERNMENT REFUTES CHARGES AGAINST PEOPLES TEMPLE

The U.S5. Department of State has officially refuted the
charges levelled by a small group of protesting relatives
regarding the work of the Peoples Temple Agricultural
éroject, Jonestown, in Guyana, South America.

An official State Department report, based upon on-site
visits to the Project in Guyvana states: "As part of the
traditional and internationally sanctioned protection
services, officers of the American Embassy in Georgeotwn,
Guyana, periodically visit the People's Agricultural Temple
located | at Jonestownr, Guyana. These officers have been
free to move about the grounds and speak privately to any
individuals, including persons who were believed bv their
family and friends to be held against their will.™

The report goes on to state, "It is the ovinion of these
officers, reinforced by conversations with local officials
who deal with the Pecoples Temple, that it is imprQbable
anyone \is being‘held in bondage. In general, people appear
{ healthy, adequately fed and housed and satisfied with their
lives on what is a large farm."

Jonestown, a community of 1560 residents,;regularly hosts
other leading officials of the American and Guyanese govern-
ments, as well as prominent doctors, educators, and represen-—

tatives from world-renowned new agencies. The statement of

HH /=P zEA
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an American doctor, who heads a medical network of nearly a thousand
physicians and specialists was: "It's mind-boggling to sece how vou have
carved out of the jungle a community that looks just like one in the

13

U.5. and with all the public utilities. One of several -Ministers of the

Guya;ese Cabinet who have visited called it a stunning example of cooper-
ation and love. The Chairman of the Guyanese Livestock Corporatidn, a
veterinarian who has travelled and studied world-wide, said: "The
community is the purest form of cooperative living I have ever seen.” Dr
De Costa, a dentist from India who founded a dental school he heads in
Guyana, said the health care in Jonestown is fantastic. As an example,
he said he found only two cavities arfter examining eighty children. He
said that is unheard of.

Contrary to false reports, relatives of residents of Jonestown continu
to visit and are made welcome. A Methodist Superintendent and his wife
who have two grown children in Jonestown are visiting presently. Just
returned from Jonestown is a professional nurse, Mrs. Davis, whose daught
lives on the Project. Mrs., Davis is not affiliated with the Peoples
Temple in any way.

She issued the following statement on her return: "I first saw Jones-
town, South America on Sunday night April 23, 1978, and I was amazed. To
see it, is to believe. To see that people can work and live together, an
build such a beautiful town out of what was nothing but jungle. I saw th
this town had unity, love for their fellow person and equality for all.

To see children laughing, running and playing with no fear or danger for

[4+0

their lives. T saw the work and love that is being put into this new
town. The schools, nursery,medical and nursing care was-being given to
one and all. Even senior citizens have a great part im this new town.
They are not cast aside to sit and die, but to help teach the younger .

their knowledge and know-how that ‘they have.

HH-1-PZ0E
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] FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Jim Jones, May 10, 1978

Pastor -

OPEN STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF PEOPLES TEMPLE
IN JONESTOWN, GUYANA, SOUTH AMERICA

The statements of public accusations that have been presented at press
conferences staged by a group of people calling themselves "Concerned
Relatives" represents the latest in a long series of preposterous attacks
against Jim Jones and the Pecples Temple.

We have repeatedly and in great detail made it clear to the public
that what they have been witnessing 1s a series of elaborate charades that
only imperfectly masks a politically motivated conspiracy, using former
members of Peoples Temple who have worked within our organlsation.as agent
provocateurs. We are only one of a large number of progressive groups who
have been targeted for destruction because we are unilting poor and working
class people across :racial lines giving them power over their own lives and
doing it non-violently.

The fact that we have pointed to the fallure of the so-called Free
Enterprise system to provide for all segments of the population and the
fact that we have taken up Justice and liberation causes; the fact that we
have been able to put together all those successful survival programs that
have made the difference for thousands of people, providing food, medical
assistance, jobs, training, the kind of corporate power and solldarity that
racist forces in the U.3. want to keep for themselves; the fact that we hav
several thousand members; the fact that we live = cooperative lifestyle,
and have been able to generate some wealth thereby —-— which has been used
for the welfare of all the people in the form of human service; the fact
that we have been able to put out = free newspaper that hits hard on injus-
tice: these are the real reasons why we are under attack.

The group of "Concerned Relatives” is only the latest ploy. These shal-
low appeals indicate that they are growing degperate. "Concerned Relative:
are now groaning sbout "human rights violations" against individuals who
have publicly stated that they want nothing to do with them. The statemen!
of the "Concerned Relatives" was signed by a sordid crew of individuals whe
among other things, have tried blackmail; have embezzled from Peoples Temp:
while infiltrating it; have even been involved in the manufacture of ammu-
nition and have advocated ridiculous and mad schemes of violence in order
to achleve revolutionary "ends" in the classic manner of agent provocateur:
Included in the group are pecple who have used and trafficked in drugs; sor
who have molested children, including their own, such as Maria Katsaris ju
publicly exposed her father; who have operated credit card rackets, forged
checks, stolen money from the treasury in the amount of thousands of dollae:

Pust Office Box 15023, San Francisco, Ca 94115 - Telephone (415) 922-/6;}];1 /__ /) 21/
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who have actually abused and treated black youngsters as house slaves;
who have engaged in welfare fraud and who have exhibited a series of
highly usstable personal patteras in their private lives, e.g. sadism.

They are organizers, collaborators, and recruits, both paid and volun-
teer, in a coaspiracy that has tried every trick in to the book to --
in the words of one of them--, “destroy" us.

Conspiring with other individuals, leaders in the group have lied about
us, getting the worst kind of smear and innuendo-filled articles in the
press, They have sent out aides to bribe people to lie about us; who
have the devices and "dirty trick" methods of Cointelpro that have been
Used repeatedly to harass other progressive organizations.

They have tried a host of schemes: sabotaging cur communiceacions; finsti-
gating bogus investigations that get headline media coverage while turn-
ing up nothing; using lies, distortions, faceless accusers to create an
aura of implied guilt; they have attempted to cut off pensions to elderly
people 1n our organization, at our beautiful agricultural project in
Guyana, in an effort to actually starve them out. They have tried to
Use the Offices of high officials in the State Depariment, everyone they
could think of to sabotage our work here, which has been described by
thousands of visitors as a model of cooperation, earnlng praises all over
the world. They have circulated lies about us everywhere and have even
tried to send undercover agents hired to snatch away children illegally
and violently from theilr rightful parents and homes, and have tried to
bribe and pay off officials to help them. 7Tt is all documented fact.

Today, the organizers of these efforts are particularly infuriated
because they haven't gotten anywhere with their schemes to date. So here
they are again, mostly the same cast of characters, now with the new name,
"Concerned Relatives", now talking about “human rights", with sanctimoni-
ous expressions on their faces, and the mask of outraged antiquated moral-
ith which they have learned to wear so well.

The group is lead by a gentieman who cannot stand the fact that his 24-
year-old daughter has asserted her independence from his emotional tyranny
over her, and has been desperately trying to reunite daughter to "doting
daddy". (This individual is alsc a clergyman of sorts, and once instructed
her to "worship me as an icon unto God".) The group alsc includes people
who have publicly threatened to hire mercenaries to do whatever necessary
to "liberate" their children. An interesting approach coming from persons
suppusedly concerned about "human rights"! With the help of their lawyer-
leader, Tim Stoen, the group has put together a document that is filled
with distortions, misportrayals, and lies.

It is interesting and instructive that many of the "Concerned Relatives"”
have shown only a token concern in the past about their "loved ones" that
they now claim to agonize over. These loved ones... the truth is that
they are glad to be free of these relatives, and they wish to be left
alone to lead a life of their own choosing. I+ is a most basic human right
which the "Concerned Relatives" are violating, not Jim Jones and the Peoples

Temple. ///71__/__/)3/5

Let us lock at it a little more closely. The "Concerned Relatives" are
merely threatened by the fact that Peoples Temple and Jim Jones have been
able to provide the meaningful, wholesome lifestyle that they have falled
to provide for those whom they profess such "conceru'" about. The accusa-
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tiop that Jim Jones is "power hungry"; the sing-song of the documents

is predictable as it is absurd. What sort of power is being referred
to? No answer. The authors and signers of the document reflect again

thelr total ipability to understand the dynamics of a collective unit
that seems threatening to them precisely because it is no worship of
self, no power hunger. They prove their own Ypower hunger™ in their
possessjveness of thelr relatives, a state which is completely incon-
sistent, indeed impossible, in the cooperative, sharing, soclialistic
lifestyie that Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple live in Jonestown. They
Cannot even relate to that: tbere is something zbout a person deciding
to devote themselves to a cause, an ideal, to the well-being of others
outside their own narrow ken, that shakes “these people up.

They are unable to understand the ultimate commitment of people to
a cause that transcends their own personal self-interests., Their "con-
cern" --about & group of people who feel strongly enough about their
work for justicé and human liberation that they would give their lives
for such a cause-- 1s at once phony and disgusting. Such dedication
has always been a puzzlement and a threat to people who have no such
commitment, to people whose lives move on a superficial moral plane,
clrecumscribed by & thousand fears, and compensation for the half-
realization of the emptiness of their lives; people who --devoid of
principle~- are content merely to read the newspaper and Iive for self.

Accusations of "power hunger" are not new to Jim Jones, or to other
principled leaders who have called humanity to a higher road. There is
no question that, in the process of choosing a path in life that trans-
cends the "us four and no more" syndrome, people will leave their biolo-
gical relatives, not so much out of rejection as from a parting of the
ways on the grounds af conviction in conscience, which finally trans-
cends mere biology and genetics. Those who are left behind cannot, be-
cause of their emotional sickness, accept the cholice ¢of those who have
responded to the call of a different drummer, to a life of service, to a
renunciation of selfishness, to the bullding of brotherhood. For a time,
they will live with & hopeless contradiction, recognizing the validity
of that road, but morally unprepared to travel it. They will finally
seek to eradicate their pain by trampling, villifying, sabotaging =and
crucifying the standard-bearers of that higher vision. Sooner or later,
they find each other, band into desperate confraternity, and plan their
crimes, being careful always to gloss over their infamy with the appear-
ance of righteousness. It is in such & perspective that we must view
the statement of the "Concerned Relatives'". Such statements have been
issued many times through history, beginning perhaps with the pleas of
the outraged parents in ancient Athens sbout a teacher who was “corrupt-
ing" the minds of their children. W¥e publicly repudiate not only the
"interpretations' of the "Concerned Relatives" of the commitment of our
organization to ideals of economic justice and buman liberation for
which we are willing to give our lives, but we repudiate their '"concera'.

We call it a vicious hoax. We've no use to even dignify their lying and
ingne allegations, )

Our community in Guyana is an open book., It has been visited by hun-
dreds of pepple some of whom have decided to Join with us even though
they had no previous association with Peoples Temple, Others visiting
are relatives of residents, both members and non-members of the organiza-
tion. What they have found in this city shows the lie of all the perverted
portrayals of the ringleaders of the "Concerned Relatives“ grou
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community of joy, beauty, industry, accomplishment, total lack of racism,.
A community where people whose lives were being wasted and thwarted are
now finding meaning and purpcose. A community that has been called a
model of cooperation by the countless number of people who have penned
glowing entries into the guest book (a partial list of visitors and their
comments is attached}. This group with their fictitious complaints
represent only the tiniest fraction, even, of the relatives of people in
Jonestown who are coming to the Project in increasing numbers and are
thrilled by what they see. Soon a Methodist Superintendent and his wife,
parents of Jonestown residents, will be visiting, and they are only one
visit amongst many.

So, who precisely, are these "Concerned Relatives"? Briefly, the
ringleaders are two individuals, fathers, who are moaning about their
daughters, both of them in their twenties, one of whom is living in
Guyana with her mother; whose parents were divorced before the daughter
was born, and has always lived away from him. The other is Tim Stoen,
whose civil case has already been clarified by his own sworn statement
that his "son" is not really his own at all. He must uphold the fiction
of paternity since his entire reputation rests on it. 8o he's been the
main force behind the 'Concerned Relatives'. The three dubious fathers
are joined by others who have been absolute false witnesses agalnst Jim
Jones since the smear campaign was instigated over a year ago. A few
others are recent recruits, and in practically every case they are
whiningabout adult married relatives, some of whom are in their 50's and
60's and have families of their own in Jonestown.

But neither we nor many others are fooled. One of these charlatans
has now publicly threatened to hire mercenaries. Underneath the sancti-
monious lying, there 1s a particular viciousness of a vindictive, desperate
band of people, secretly Jjealous of their loved ones' desire to live a
life of principle and service that many of them once professed but never
practiced.

Their lies we do not take seriously, dbut threats of hired killers we
do. We know from experience what individuals with wounded pride, unable
to confront their own failure and guilt, will do when desperate. We
have therefore notified the President of the United States, members of
Congress, and appropriate officials in the Department of State and the
government of Guyana as well including local law enforcement agencies, of
the clear threat to vicolate laws and send violence experts in to terror-
ize our organization.

Persecution is nothing new to us -- since Jim Jones and:the Peoples
Temple began to make social justice and economic equality work over 25
years ago, we have been beset by racists, arsonists, hired-assasins, and
every kind of effort to discredit, even destroy the Peoples Temple work.
But we have not been intimidated even slightly, and we have had enough.
We state without equivocation or reserve that we will never back down,
whatever heinous actions are attempted against us. We will continue to
fight this conspiracy --and expose it—- every step of the way. Several
thousand strong, we stand on our record of human service, and will never
abandon our beliefs, not their practice which has built the most humane

kind of conhlmunity oln this Earth, ﬁl// _/___P‘g/)
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“For [ ves an hurrgered
“and ye gt me mest:
I nus thisshy
and e gave me drink,
Iabse stranger

and ye lok me in;
AGLd ond ¥ ddM me
F oy sick and ye sited mig
£ weg in prison.
ent W came unlo me.
hin sholl the ngﬁfwus
A nsrcr him, saying,
Whin san' nc thee on hungerad
ﬂn?!{? thee?
Or thirtty. .

o A g thee drik?
¢n sow Y thee a shoan
Hod tock thee m?

O naked and clothed thee
O When sax' ne the sick?
O;'n) prison,

s irba thee?
uitla dnee?

~ trily f say undo
Toasm !(A ﬂ';.' }wﬂ’l‘:lf i
Uhto one lf the feast lf these_
M how done if unto me”
Matthew 25:35-40
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PEOPLES
| TEMPLE

OF THE

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

Jim Jones, _
Pastor :

National Council of Churches
Committee ~~ Thurch and Civil Rights
475 Riverside Drive

New York, N.Y.

Attention: Mr. Dean Kelley

Dear Mr. Kellgy:

T am writi.ig to you on the recommendation of Mr. Daniel Sheehan who has
recently been appointed to the Commission on Church and Civil Rights. Mr. Sheehan
is someone with whom members of our church have conversed on numerous occasions
in relation to the harassment we have received most recently at the hand of the IRS,

Peoples Temple Christian Church, Disciples of Christ dencimnination, is pastored
by Rev. James Jones. Our headquarters are in San Francisco, California, though
the church was founded in Indianapolis, Indiana. From 1967 to approximately 1976
owr church headgquarters were in Redwood Valley, a rural town in California's Red-
wood Region just north of Ukjah. Currently there are 1500 members of Peoples
Temple living and working in Guyana, South America, at our Temple Agricultural
and Medical Mission in the jungle interior.

In recent months the outlines of a massive conspiracy against Jim Jones and
Pecples Temple have bequn to emerge. The efforts involve U.S. Treasury Department
informers, Interpol, paid-off government officials, a host of individuals who have been
coerced (and in some cases, blackmailed) into supplying false testimony to various
print and electronic media, and now the IRS. -~ .

These are some of the concerns we wish to being to your attention. Peoples
Temple is no ordinary church, and its minister is no ordinary minister. In our
fellowship we have tried to actualize the old Christian ideal of caritas—~a kind of
living, compassionate force that reaches out from one individual to another, binding
people into a community, overcoming the separatenss and egocentricity that are the
disease of human society. Through such a basic principle is sought a realization of
our collective identity, our essential oneness beyond all seeming differences of race,
creed, educational background, culture, individualisms and idiosyncracies that create
division, antagonism, fear, mistrust, hatred. Jim Jones has seen the critical factor in
this idea of self-overcoming as human service. He has emphasized that the highest
service to God or any concept of Diety one may hold can only be measured and
determined by one's service to one's fellow human beings. These thoughts are per-
haps most eloquently spoken in Matthew 25:35-40, where Jesus makes a judgement
of his disciples, finding them quilty of not serving Him because they neglected to serve
people who were in desperate need. :

Rev. Jones and a large number of our membership have adopted children of all
races, lived very modestly, and devoted our lives to breaking down racial barriers and
helping poor and destitute persons, youth misdirected into lives of crime and drugs,
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senjor citizens who have been discarded and forgotten. : f‘
Thousands of people have joined this church, with its enthusiasm, unity, activism, and its “
emphasis on practical humanitarian concern. Rev. Junes has consistently taught and lived the
principles of the earliest Christians, capsulized in the Acts of the Apostles, where it is written that,
on the day of Pentecost ‘‘all that believed were together and had all things common, and sold
“their possessions and goods and parted them to all men, as every man had rieed,” (Acts 2:44, 45).

- Peoples Temple has for years been active in the support of liberation struggles here in the

“U.5. and abroad. We have assisted Chilean refugees and Native Americans and taken an active
part against treatment of the Pendleton 14 and Rev. Chavis. The Temple congregation raised
the money in one night ($20,000 bail) for Ka-mook Banks, wife of American Indian Movement
leader Dennis Banks, and her child. QOur Temple newspaper, the Peoples Forum, has run articles
about corruption, injustice, and abuse in practically every area of American society, as well as

on the intarnatinnal crana
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And, predictably, the same pattern of persecution against Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Malcolm X and other outspoken leaders who have cried out against American injustices, is
being pursued in the case of Rev. Jones and the Temple congregation. Over the years, Rev.
Jones has been made to pay a heavy price for being an apostle of outrage at injustice, and a
proponent of thoroughgoing change 1o bring about a society based on the common good and not
just the profit of a few. He has been shot, knifed, poisoned, threatened with death innumerable
times. His family members, children and even aged congregants, have been terrorized, beaten
up, run off the road, and the church firebombed and on two occasions in San Francisco, burned
to the ground by arson. Our church has been infiltrated with informers, provocateurs, and
subjected to severe McCarthyistic harassment, bogus investigations, yellow Jouma])sm and
malicious and highly publicized lies.

The attacks against Peoples Temple and Rev. Jones have intensified. In 1977, a very well-
planned and carefully orchestrated campaign was mounted, using yellow journalism as its front
line attack, to' attempt to discredit and ultimately terminate the work of Rev. Jones. For the
sake of brenty, 1 will outline the instances of harassment which we have faced over the past

10 cnnmibm
- Novernber, 1976: When Mrs. Unita Blackwell Wright (black woman Mayor of Meyers-

ville, Mississippi and fellow traveler with Shirley MacLaine to Peoples Republic of China),
came to speak at Peoples Temple, two men were caught spying on the meeting, They
were found standing in the narrow corridor beside the Temple with large briefcases, and
they fled when they were approached by a curious Temple member. Their license plate
traced them to Piloxd, Mississippi, and then to Keesler Air Force Base, where they were
confirmed to be high-ranking government employees and electronics experts. Letters
from Congressmen got only vague answers from the Department of the Air Force—"The
alleged activities are not within the Air Force’s investigative jurisdiction. We understand

< your concern and regret we tannot be of more assistance.”

- — May, 1977: AIM leader Dennis Banks was offered a *‘deal’, by an individual who

* stated he was working together with agents of the U.S. Treasury. As verified by Banks'

*  own statement, David Conn tried to blackmail him by suggesting that a serious matter of
extradition hanging over his head would go better for him if he would sagn a public state-
ment denouncing Jim Jones i

— July, 1977: A media attack broke on Rev. Jones and the Temple. We have learned that
the barrage of yellow journalism was corroborated by David Conn and George Klineman
who approached “various police and governmental agencies as earlyas November, 1976,
offering them witnesses and documents with which to attack the Temple.” David Conn,
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in addition, was a close friend of ex-Temple members Deanna and Elmer Mertle who

were key figures in the media smear campaign.

Joseph Mazor, a private investigator, was hired by an undisclosed source to spearhead
the attack against the Temple and hired the prestigious public relations firm in San
Francisco, Lowry, Russom and Leeper, to help promote his anti-Temple activity by
fronting material to the media. Joseph Mazor has a lengthy criminal record including

at least eight arrests in three states for bogus checks and fraud charges, six convictions, .
and several jail and prison terms. 'The California Adult Authority described him as a =
“menace 10 the community." We have also Iearned more recently that Mr. Mazor is
affiliated with an International Police Congress, many of whose members are in turn affil-
iated with the infamous International Criminal Police organization, the Nazi-infested
INTERPOL.

June, 1977: Peoples Temple was implicated by print and electronic media stories of

a break-in of the New West magazine office, Rev. Jones called for a full police investiga-
tion and it was concluded by the San Francisco Police Department that no break-in ever
occured. Yet it was portrayed by the media that Temple members, concerned about an
upcoming New West article on the church, had "disturbed the files."

September, 1977: Temple officials learned from our freight forwarder in Miami that
agents of the U.S. Customs Service (U.S. Treaswy) had held up a shipment of cargo bound
for Scuth America and pulled crates at random for inspection. Temple attorney Charles
Garry wrote Customs for at least a statement of fair cause for this action. The response
was that the Customs Service did not have to answer inquiries.

Late in 1977 The Social Security {green) checks of hundreds of senior citizens living in
the Temple's Guyana mission were suspended. A document was received by Temple offi-
cials which was an interoffice memorandum of the U.S. Postal Service declaring that all
SSA checks with a forwarding address of Guyana were to be returned to the Department
of HEW. After protest letters to H.E.W._, Congressmen, and street demonstrations, the
Social Security Administration finally rectified the situation and restored the forwarding

of checks to their rightful senior recipients.

November, 1977: Séveral Temple members were given access to a léngthy document
which had originated at INTERPOL. The cover letter to the document carried the name of
Louis B. Sims, who is with INTERPOL. The document discussed the same false allegations
which the contrived media smears carried against Rev. Jones and the Temple. It stated
that no investigations of any allégations made in the press had lead to any convictions, and
it confirmed that special observers had been stationed in Houston, New Orleans, and
Miami to watch shipments leaving the country for the Temple mission. The "‘report”’ also
alleges that Jim Jones took part in some sort of demonstration in Guyana during a time
period when he was not even in the country. Rev. Jones was pictured as a friend of
black power"” organizations who had somehow to be stopped. Louis Sims, incidentally,
is the INTERPOL agent who has been largely responsible for campaigns waged against the
Church of Scientalogy in recent years.

The harassment has been stepped up on Guyana, since the Rev. Jones and a large number
of Temple members have gone there to further the agricultural and medical mission. Events

include:
1. Bogus calls to the U.5. and Guyanese ambassadors from the “D.A.”, saying the

LY

Temple had abducted children. _ .
2. Other bogus calls went to the Ambassador and several Guyanese officials from the
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"Attorney General”. These calls were regarded by the Guyanese government as
intrusion into the affairs of a sovereign nation.

3. In August, 1977, a Caucasian man appeared on the Jonestown project who identified
himself only as “Guyanese”, though his accent wore off as his conversation and ques-
tions continued. The nature and content of his questions demonstrated a great deal of
knowledge about Temple members and activities, though not one person at Jonestown

" had ever seen him. ' )
4. Throughout provoking calls and incidents, the name Joseph Mazor has been traced
— The FCC has just recently decided to pursue a very minor complaint that was registered

a year ago.against our amateur radio operator. It appears another obvious atlempt to cut

off our lifeline to the mission. There are no telephones into Jonestown, and the radio is

the only means of communication available to carry on the work and support for the people

there.

Finally, 1 wish to bring to your attention the matter of Timothy Stoen, a former member
~f Peoples Temple and legal counsel for more than 8 years. He has left the Temple fellowship
and is now pressuring State Department and Congressional officials in an eﬂ.'ort to lay claim to

LA RN ]

- a child that is n~t his, disrupt the activities of the Temple in Guyana, and instigate—as he said

he would do on many occasfons if the Temple would not go along with his Trotskyite schernes—
and 163 inv-stigation of our church. '

The _.stody Issue revelves arcund a S-yearold child, John, the son of Re
Grace Stoen, Tim's estranged wife. The media have, as expected, glommed onto this story in
the delight of misrepresentation and one-sided, malicious gossip. Tim i5 claiming to the media

to be John's father, which he is no

Rev. Jones’ counselling for both of them went on lor
months and menths, but Tim was bitterly insistent that the only solution for his intense personal
dilemma would be for Rev. Jones, on whom Grace had made repeated sexual demands, to telate
to her.

The paternity of John is by no means Rev. Jones’ proudest accomplishment, but he i deeply
devoted to his son now that he is here. He had the full word and commitment of both Grace and
Tim that he would be able to raise his son as the father, which in fact he has. The Jones family
has accepted John since infancy as their son and little brother. The child is a virtual duplicate
copy of his dad, Jim Jones. It should be noted that in the Treasury approach to Dennis Banks,
David Conn informed Dennis that Grace Stoen‘s child was fathered by Jim Jones.

We thought in the beginning there was something amiss with Tim, not only because of

:d.ress patterns; there have been other inconsistencies in his behavior as well. From a painful
_analysis of events over a period of time, it has become evident that he was using his association

with Peoples Temple to foster Trotskyist views, which are by no means an uncommen phenom-
enon on the landscape of social activism. He recently made a great “to-do" about his supposed
“ouster” from Guyana when, in fact, there was no issue about his leaving Guyana at all. But
his actions leave us on a sour note when we discovered that several years ago in East Berlin he
pulled the same act, making a very loud noise about something that was not even an issue to
embarrass the government thers. Interestingly enough, all the years he ‘was with the Temple

he posed as a “radical” and was always the advocate of extremist measures and solutions to the
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social problems Rev, Jones has consistently dealt with as a committed pacifist. He even
stated to us that he had never been in that part of the world (near East Berlin). It pains
us to think that this “outraged American™ act is a standard part of his repertoire. The
vast majority of our members come from deprived circumstances and the bitterness of inner
city life; and countless young people who have been rehabilitated from lives of crime, vio-
lence and rilitant views have found in Peoples Temple for the first time an accomodation
to the system and a desire to work through it for change. Encouraging constructive direction
out of their disillusionment in life has not always been easy. Tim Stoen and some others would
have made our people the “pawns” of their terrorist schemes, but their orientation was totally
unacceptable to us. He was always wanting to do grandiose things, to tear things down rather
than work for constructive development and peaceful social change. We have always believed
that human potential can be oriented for good, and have achieved remarkable results; if we
have erred it has been on the side of utopian idealism and perhaps been too tolerant of those
in our midst like Tim Stoen, who, unlike Rev. Jones and the vast majority of the congregation,
would rather curse the darkness than try to light candles of redemption and hope.

Now we see the harassment of various agencies augmented by the IRS inquiry. This is
exactly what Tim Stoen threatened he would have done, whip up an IRS investigation of
Peoples Temple. We took the initiative ourselves of chécking with the IRS, under the Freedom

" "~of Information Act, when we learned of Stoen’s threats. We asked if the agency had any issue

with us, which of course they did not. We have always been very careful and meticulously
honest. Members of the congregation, for instance, have never taken more than 10% deduction,
though they may have given much more. As a matter of fact, Temple programs for delinquent
youth and for the care of senior citizens over the years have saved the taxpayers in SSI, MediCal,
Medicare, and law enforcement costs for youths formerly into crime, drigs, and lives -either
already in or bound for prison. Yet, suddenly, we have received a notice of IRS investigation.
The purpose can only be further harassment.

Our Jonestown Project is a model community where we can put into practice the values
and principles we dherish. It has burgeoned into a remarkable cooperative where poverty and
chronic ill-health, slums and unemployment—all earmarks of urban deterioration—are fading
memories for people who were largely veterans of the ‘inner cities here. The Project recently
gave a warm welcome to leading officials in our State Department, including American Ambas-
sador Richard MtCoy, who came to see the work firsthand and has been most helpiul. Officials
from the Guyanese government, the U.5. and all over the world tome to the Project constantly
and have penned glowing entries into the guest book. The most recent visitor, Chaifman of
-the Board of Guyana Livestock Corporation and a world traveler, called it the best model commu-
nity he's ever seen purest in its fellowship and remarkable in productivity—no crime, excellent
sanitation, superb medical care, educational and recreational facilities. As the enclosed information
details for you, Jonestown is an exceptional eommunity en every respect, cast into a setting of
great natural beauty and peace.

We can only begin to describe for you this extraordinary community of love, sharing and

" cooperation. This, for all of us, is the manifestation of Christ’s teachings—a way of life that
transcends dogma, doctrine, and empty theory or theological abstractions, and meets human
needs. We welcome you to visit, and would lock forward to introducing you to this beautiful
way of life, this peaceful path of humanitarian service where we have been able to bring great
benefits to the whole area-food, medical assistance, and even training in all kinds of academic
subjects. The World Council of Churches recently covered the Jonestown project in its monthly
publication, One World.

Thank you for your time. We hope that you will investigate for yourselves, as the Committee
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. for Church and Social Justice, the sources of the harassment we have outlined for you. We i
hope also that, especially in view of the IRS probes which are looming en the horizon, you will /
be able 1o give us support against an investigation which is deliberately provoked. There can -

be Iittle doubt, given the all-too-coincidental nature of the harassment we have suffered month
after month at the hand of various government agencies, that this too, is being conducted under
highly questionable and improper purposes. We feel confident that these céncerns are being

*

. delivered into the most competent hands. :

. C Sipcerely,

L. @ 18nston

TS}

ce: Disciples of Christ National Headquarters
- Christian Church. Northern California + Nevada
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To Whom It May Concern:

. ) _ October 24, 1977
About one year ago we read the Peoples Forum for the first time. Biblical

quotations, Well-documented and researched examples of ifnjustices. Examples of
self-help, effective programs to.save the rejected of Injustices.

After reading a few more issues of the Peoples Forum, we visitgd the Peoples
Tempi;. Friendly people. Willing to talk. Willing to listem, Woodworking room.
Priné;ng room. Séace: for eating, medical belp, office needs, Exaﬁples of young
pe.ople,' learning and teaching skills. Being of use. Cailning respect of themselvesl
and others. A look of caring. Feelings of morality. High purpose. A belief in
Jim Jones. His life-long gift of serviag others, of equalitarilan practices. A
leader, yes. But oot authorltlriin, excépt for the love everyone we talked to had
for Jim Jones, A love, A fespect. An awe of the level of his giving.

Then came the corporate-media stories. We recognized not one fact in the news
stories which corresponded to our experiences of visiting the Peoples Temple or of
reading the Peoples Forum. Yet, surely our experiences were available to the reporters,
and to the editors who wrote such totallj derogatory waterials. Why the discrepancy
betweea our perceptions and theirs?

The Peoples Temple is trying new, communal socilalistic approaches to very
difficult problems of our society which have been seemingly vansolvable by the
tesources we bave been able to allocate. Problems such as how to help people,
espécinlly young ones who take too many drugs, or who get into the habit of stealiog
what they want and/or need, HW to help older persons become involved in the real
life and get away from the voyeuristic T.V. life. How to help just plain people do
deaningful work leading towards a more humanistic society., With love, with hard
work, with commitment. We Believe Peoples Temple is facing and trying to untapgle
these problems, And we thank them for their work. ' T

' Put, they have been characterized by the corpbrate media as brutal, child beaters,
uhfeeliug, unthinking. ..power mld...113:3...fakes..on1y'lnterested in grabbing
peoplefs ‘money, . ’

We have met many people during our four visits to the Peoples Temple. These
people were beautiful and seemed full of love, compassion and commitment, Doers..
Workers. Yet, with a sease of love and understanding.

We just can't believe our perceptions were that wrong. The peoble's actions
and reactions duriog our visits couldn't have been a)llmake believe. EHe think that
their plstor} Jim Jones, whom we met only briefly, is a sbiniag Btltfof giving love
and belp to others. We think be inspires the otber members to do the same, And
that i the beauty of the church. And its strength.
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And perbaps that Is what the "expose™ is all about. Perhaps when love, caring
and commitment start to be effective, to make changes in our present system which
seems based on competition and géeed, perbaps that is when the corporate powers
become worried. And perbaps when they become worried they actually commit many
atroc{ties they cbarge others with, symbolically and otherwise. Pef%nps the
es;abﬁishment—media storied are projections, projections of the present controlling
powet: who act through coersion and through devious meams when they feel threatened.

And, of course, any person, any organization that is looked into with a
magnifying glass, with an Intent to discredit aad no concern for the total truth,
can be discredited for some matters. No one or nothing iz perfact, especially when
the persons or organizations are working with sowme of the most difficult problecs
of our society. We are nli a Cestaldt of experfiences and our lot im life.

Put, there {s a medium, related to the whole of truth, which can be evaluated.
And the Peoples Temple has our vote and our support and our coufldence. We choose
them over the corporate media, " And over the people who paid for all the investiga-
tions. And over the people who were paid for their part in the suppased expose,

We choose the Peoples Temple.

And we urge any interested persons who believe that the stories they read
in the establishment media might have been created for less than humanlstic motives,
any persons who believe there might be another side, we invite these people to do
as we did and personally visit the Temple, talk to the people, look at the slides of
Guyana, ask guestions. Or, ask the Temple people to come to your neighborhood
weetings. Their work, we believe, is exemplary.

Perhaps we all have freedom only as long as we are not effective in changiog
some of the obvious dangers which our present society is putting on us {such as 90%
of all cancers are caused by the environment, Such as many nations now are capable
of having an atomic bowmb becaus; of atomic reators, financed by our banks and buillt
by our tecbnology. Such as a high rate of crime brought on by pecple who have lost
hope in our system.)

Perhaps the very freedom we cherish is only ours as long as we only watch T.V.,
watch ﬁaseball and drink Cokes. Any true effective efforts to change the present
system to better fit our needs will be wet by ......7 :

It is possible the Peoples Temple's struggle is also the ltruggie of those of
us who are not yet hopeless, who are surviving in this system at prgsent...but who

possibly are liviog on borrowed time.

S ew PR
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We visited the Peoples Temple, We found friends. We hope you will do 1ikewise.
Unlike the wedia presentation, we found them to be thoughtful, loving and concerned
people who are struggling to make a reasonable life for themselves and others

without hurting anyone. That is their right, Aad it is our right also.

: ﬂmwﬁ%.c‘;{é/}éﬁ

Patricia Helton C. Helton
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- talked to Paul 2aggelins 3/30/78
ol Rosely
- 314 he liked the idea of doing this documentary- agreed politically

with what we were dolhg- and where we are at esc-, but never did

really want to say 50c1a113tic etc, hedged around 1t on the phone,
(ag e with sharing the wealth as he put it)

nderstood the limitation in budget - said gould go as low
aip. if it didn't involved much lighting problem=

g @dst depends on what you f£ilm,.. night fidming would cost
alot more~ and aiad if possible you should film documentaries such as
thissx in the sunlight,

= probably 6 people- or if cost not allow- he could cut one,
- gould start immediately- this does not mean he would go immediately-
but he would get people to start researching e6c, to he could save
time- said they organize itF8Fead~——

-_._—_l_-—-_‘

e

= the actual filmin ight take 1 week or so- said a fule of thumb
woula a1 week pergB . o “FiIm=-BuE ot dlways so- just depends
on what you film,,,

~ 83ald he pays the ccat of living on location- so it would kwrtfimaxx
b{ in his interest to make it as short as possible,..

of the cost is in lighting factor,,.
- gaid he cg;ld make a _good film.And.a-little-profdt if gost went 2 aa
low as - e

- said he can give you the best possible film for the money,
- aid they get alot of things like this in the mail and most they
don't even respond to- but this one they are interested in,
W
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Current - Juné 20, 1978

1. Manusecripts out

2. US postage stamps
3. New qeuries
h. Articles for Crisis, Disciple, Churchman (this week)
5. PR letters to friends
= 6., Fletcher energy letter
>~ ¥, Question and Answer book
>8. Any additions to conspiracy book?
) Chris Lewis .
- Kathy Hunter L_)'..';,u.: iete = M0 1y Lalle
o Debby Blakey
’ Other items

9. Where is People of Jonestown?

10. Get Ms. carbons back from Prokes

11. Interviews continue

12. Book research with Jack, Marceline, continue

13. High School - get materisl in for Cde. Allen

14, Letter to Traitors - Sharon had it

15. Request from States:
rhoto equipment (status?)
Plain white long envelopes
2 x 12 envelopes
Magazines asked for - need them - ask Carolyn
Casettes - order 100 through Tish - good btrands
Video-tapes & do we want more?

16. Blakeys letter to Chron, open letter #2, reveal plan to starve
us out, UN Human rights commission

17. How to sell my 'cellc - send instructions

18. Large reéls of tape transcribe

19, High School - special project problems, class planning meetings

20, Book on the News - refernce - for US prihting

21. Question and answer book - where is it?
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F. 0. Box B3
Georretown, Guyana
South Amerfica

ORI - - quemberrf. 1978

“: Fanasring Bditor - S ' - L

. San Francigeo Chronicle L ' - - -
-.5th and ikdsslon Streets . . . .. . . S e i
““San Francisco, CA o : )

ot ol

Dear Editor:

It 48 indeed puzzline and disturbing that the Chronicle

" has not yet printed a word of a sienificant series of disclosures

by civil rishts attorney iiark lane, concerninrs the leoples
Tenple community here in Guyana. ir. lane's investi~ation hac
not only vindicated the Temple of the charge that 1t was runiaing
an "arned camp.” He has disclosed that an individual hired to
lead a minor armed invasion against Jonestown, complete with
rocket launchers-and other weapons, himself saw when he rot

here that he had been deceived, and called the whole thin- off,
The man has shnce visited Rev. Jones here at the commnity, ang
hag, like everyone else, found the year-long campairn arainst
Teoples Temple to be a malicious frauc.

The Chronicle has been invelved, throush reporter i.arshall
¥i1lduff and others, in following the story (some mirht say
Promotine it!). It 1s, therefore, revealine that at the very
time that the etory is cominz to a head, and key infornation
released, the Chronicle shooses to remain silent. Havin~ aired
the other side of the story, which has been proven false, it
Indicated that you are acting as anything ok an objective news
reportine apencg and, in the feoples Temple matter, you nave
an editorial policy of takins sides, Farticularly so in vies of
the fact that the above disclosures, alred a rress conference
attendddd by your reporters, clearly bear out what Fooples Temple
has been saying all along,aBeabite the innuendo-filled publicity
that has worked only to credit those who have consrired. to
destroy us.

A final note: attorney lane and his Citizens Commission of
Inguiry orranization are currently preparine o miltisi11ion doller
suit that will name a host of government arancies and infividuals,
and will expose fully what gertain Bay Area neéwspapers have been
unable and, it appears, deliberately unwilling to brins to lizht.

£

. Sincerely_-: yours,
e 5 H
' ’ - .

) RICHARD D. Taurs
BEREEEE h ) Jonestown
cc. Bay Guardian '
Charles Carry . gzrk %aﬁeg b
San Francksoo Council of}t%u%cheasr

Sun Reporter
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) FiLE ] WISHES TO SEE YOU

FORM GO 20-1 JULY 70
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Ma, Helen Rogers
1824 Buchanan Street
San Francisco, Calif.

Al -

Yalldh

Dear Sir:

I am writing to you as a representative in the black
community, and as Chelrperson of WAPAC, Western Additlon
Project Area Committee, an organization representing the
vested interests of minorlities residing within an un-
developed sectlon of San Francisco.

As a community organizer for many years I realize
the need for progressive change. Rev. Jones 1s attempting to
enlighten the community, of which he has made himself a
part, in order to bring sbout constructive change to the
present repressive conditions in the community of menkind,
and, as a means of assuring change in the conditions of
the exploited masses of the third world community in which
he serves,

Orgenizations such as WACO, WAPAC, which I have
been & part of, and the Black Panther Party, etc., have
in the past attempted to administrate programs which reached
out in the community meeting the many social deficlits facing
the poor. Each organization faced the attacks of the press
and each organization subseguently experienced systematic
eradication.

Rev. Jone's work, by all means, in ccordination with
the support of the Guyanese Government, must continue. No
diabolical scheme of the press should stand in the way of
man's dedication to the struggle of the oppressed.

Thanking you for your attention, I remain, -

Yours in the iﬁ;pggle,

Mary Hélen Rogers. :;



