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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A.
Re: FritzQuhn

In accordance with your instructions I called Mr,
Hottel of the Washington Field Office and relgted that you
desired that he have an Agent obtain from the/Bureau of
Immigration and Naturalization, Department of L&aBor, pre properly
authenticated phivtostatic -copies-of the naturalization and
denaturalization procegdings of Fritz Kuhn. I told Mr. Hottel
that iew of this)Zaturallzatlon file had been made by
Agent during on, "and at that time he
had contacted I was subsequently
advised that a check of theiPureau of Immigration and Naturali-
zation, Department of Labor, reflected that the entire ~
naturalization file pertaining to Fritz Kuhn was in their
New York Office, and that the original file was located at
Detroit, Michigan.

b7C

In accordance with your instructions I telephoned
Mr. Bugas at Detroit, requesting that he obtain from the
Clerk of the United States District Court a properly
authenticated photostatic copy of the record of Fritz Kuhn's
naturalization. Mr. Bugas subsequently called back and stated
he was unable to obtain a photostatic copy but he was able to
obtain a properly authenticated typewritten copy, which he '
indicated would be forwarded to the Bureau air mail special
delivery, arriving some time Sunday morning, May 14, 1939.
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Respectfully,
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"f STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS TODAY INDICATED THEY PROBABLY WOULD
{ GRANT A REQUEST OF MAYOR LAGUARDIA OF NEW YORK TO DELAY ACTION

‘ON PASSPORT APPLIGATIONS BY NAZI BUND LEADER FR KUHN AND TWO

ASSOCIATES, FRITZZ%CHUIERING AND GERHARD WILHELMgKUNZ.

LAGUARDIA TELEGRAPHED SECRETARY HULL THAT HE D REASON TO BELIEVE ;

THAT KUHN AND HIS ASSOCIATES HAD APPLIED FOR PASSPORTS. oo

" THE NEW YQRK MAYOR ASKED THAT 1ISSUANCE OF PASSPORTS BE HELD upP

PENDING AN INVESTIGATION OF THE THREE MEN BY NEW YORK CITY AUTHORITIES

HIS TELEGRAM DID.NOT REVEAL THE NATURE OF THE INVESTIGATION,

. IN ACCORDANCE WITH USUAL CUSTOM IN PASSPORT MATTERS, STATE
~gDEPARTMENT OFFICIALS MAINTAINED SECRECY AS TO WHETHER APPLICATIONS FOR’
g?&S??ORTS HAD ACTUALLY BEEN RECEIVED FROM THE THREE MEN. .
w 12-~R410P
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Federal Burean of Inuestigation
Mnited States Department of Justice
KRM: AT \ Washington, D. ¢€.

May 16, 1939 ~—

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A, TAMM

9:15 a.m.

At this time, and in keeping with your instructions, I tele-
phonically advised Special Agenti |of the New York Office
that he was instructed by the Burgau to expend a sum of from $100 to $120
in payment of services tol | who, in consideration thereof, is

to obtain information from his Tdiles which be of value to the Bureau -
in a possible deportation case against FritzZ*Kuhn. b7C

said that some of the data would be in English while p7D
some of it would be in the German language. 1 asked him what he was

going to do about the translating of that which is in German. He said
he planned to use the services o

relliable.

He 1s reportedly very

I told[:::::::::]to ascertain the amount of data in the German
lan e which would have to be translated and to obtain an estimate from
as to what he will charge for the translation of this material.
When that has been learned, I told| |to communicate with the Bu-
reau and let us know what the price To be charged by[ ____  |will be
so that the Bureau can pass upon this matter. He said he would do this.

Respectfully
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March 6th 1939

Dear Sir: ) _ b7C

This may be the strangest letter you have received in your

life but I can assure you it is the most important. There is an
invisible Government supported by German funds and'a;party by,
the name of Kuhn ig its chief. This organlzatlon is going to
overthrow our Government and then all jews will be slaughtered.
I personally have some facts but not sufficient to put the leaders
into the hands of Government suthorities. A very good friemnd of
nine| iwho has dates pictures names and places is in
the hands of this organiszetions_sgents and they are waiting to put
him on a ship to Germany. Some few faithful Americans have venished
from sight while trying te tell this story to the proper authorities
however | tells me that the Federal Government had an

- agent at all this organizations_ meetings but if this is so I don't
see why Kuhn has not beem picked up. The Fedral people may have him
and his gang under watch waiting to get the whole organization ‘
I am told that several letters have been sent to the Dies ¢
I personally wrote to| hut received no ansver.‘ff;;:f:z:fjd
tells me that this organization has quite a few agents in Washington
and these letters are not getting into the proper hends. I know I am
a marked man bat If I can serve my Government 1 will sacrifice my life
to do it. The N.Y. police or any other city cant cope with this
situation. The Federal Goverf:ent is the only authorities big and

smart enought, and personally I think the Federal Government
is acting in an intelligent and quie way so they would'n{ want any
local authorities throwing all their work overboard. Don't call in
local police but if you will do as I ask this orgenization will be
exterminated. Two of the guards that are watching over| have.
. promised to releage him for a cash consideration and am add was supposed
to be in a local paper. I was delegated to carry through on this if
 this add did'nt appesr I was to act. These two guards will reguire
some $5000.00 and there are other expenses so I will require some
$5000.00. It would not be well for you to associate yourglef in eny
way but if you can get this money so that I can freerff:::::jil
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am sure you will have served your people and our Democracy. I;l
tells me that Thursday a.m.is the last hours I will phone you abou

4330 Tuesdsy and will mske:an appointment for Twesday evening I will
identify myself and give you more data and proof but don't notify anyone
until you see me. '

Yours truly
/s/
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T Hederal Bureau of Inuestigation

" United States Aepartment of Justice
N ew York, N. Y.

GJS:HB May 18, 14} . Kaux
T4~130 e

.,\‘/ . Director PERSOMNAL & ‘CONFIM 55

O Federal Bureau of Investigation PZERY
Washington, D. C.

Re: FRITZégUHN b7C
PERJURY; TMMIGRATION;
NATURALIZATION. b7D
Dear Sir:
In accordance with Bureau instructions, Specia
Agent] lof this office, acgompanied byl |
who was t as interpreter, called on |at his
home in on Monday, May 15, 1939, and discussed with
him the neture of the information now desired in comnection with

the investigation of FRITZ KUHN, leader of the German-American
Bund. | stated that he would be able to get together

from the material which he has a great quentity of what might be
termed evidence of KUHN'S disregard of and disrespect for his
citizenship in this country. For this he asked a compensation
of $125,00, and stated it would take him sbout four days to

do the job.

After submitting the above informetion to the Buresu
and receiving & reply by telephone from |of the
Bureau, Agent talked with by telephone on the evening
of May 16, and arranged to have him do this work for $100.
Thereafter the material will be gone over with to arrange
for an estimate on the cost of making necessary translations, which
figure will then be submitted to the Bureau for approval.

In the course of conversation, the statement appearing

on the Bund membershiv spplication was discussed, and it was
stated by that the words appearing therein,
which are with reference to following the "Fuehrer prinzip " or

o Gl
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Letter to Director
74-130

5/18/39 b7C

b7D

"leadership principle", are in effect an undertaking to follow the
Hitler or Nazi prinsiples, and not the leadership principle as that
w0u1d be understood in English, or as it would have been understood
any prior to the advent of National Socialism and Hitler.

is quite confident that this point could be proven to the
satisfaction of a court by any philologist, familiar with the
recent developments in the Germen language,

‘ With reference to the Bureau suggestion tmtl:l
be_interviewed, it was found upon his being communicated with
Tby Agent |_t_:| who knows him, that the only information he has
regarding iect matter of this investigation was obteined

by him from He stated he believes that really has
some good informeation, having done a great deal of research regardlng
the Nazi activities as they apply to foreign countries.

Very truly yours,

MM7/¢¢ %
DWIGHT BRANTLEY

Special Agent in Cherge




Federal Burean of Inuestigation

United States Bepartment of Justice

GJ5:8KL New York, N. Y.
61~520 May 16, 1939.

PERSONAL AND COi N TLAL
7 =

Director,
Federal Burean of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.

Res NAZI ACTIVITIES IN THE
UNITED STATES.
(Burezu file 63=560)

Dear Sir:

There are forwvarded herewith two letters dated

I_]\_/iarnh A. 1939 and April 12, 1939, 1hich were raceived Bv former

wnicn tell a story of an alleged holding of

+the wri 5 that he, for a consideration of .5,000,
to have released.

In the course of the conversation surrounding the matter
af fidavit, mentioned that

a man named

Ve N . . .
by the?ﬁerman Smerican Bund or some such organization and
+a+

can arrange

_ lcalled at this office to gubmit a
copy of an affidavil alleged to have been male by REINHOLDSPITZ re-
garding an alleged Ariminal record of FRITZOKUHN a* Lunich Germany.

of the -

litigation with PRITZ KUHN which litTgation hed reccived

from all sorts of irresponsible persons anc with that he
two enclosed letters, mentioning that they were a sample

him the}%ffidavit concerning KUFN's criminal record. jnci
interest in the two latters and suvuggested that

7

Cgiven,

CorIng with them vhich he did. -
B3 'DESTRG_‘{ED RECORDED & INDEXED
A ‘EMM' 39 102, A vigit was made to the addw

d a middle aged woman who iias very

COoNns1aer-

able publicity, he had been the recipient of numerous communications

produced the
of the type

of correspondence ne was receiving,but he stated that he was taking
no action on any of these matters and paying no attention to them.

of fice Tho

Special Agent' |of this
was intervisring and who w2s interested in obteining from

cated an
1env? then

=
> R

ndustriously engegea in scruobing the floor in the enirspse in the

building at this address vas asked whether there was &

living
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there and she stated there was, but, however, he was not at home
at that time and in further conversation she indicated that[:::]is b7C
her husband. She, of course, was not made aware of the nature of

the inquiry and a letter was subsequently forwarded to[:::]at this
address asking him to call at this office which, however, he has

not done.

In view of the reference to FRITZ KUHN and the
allegation regarding the holding of a man practically as a prigoner
further inguiry will be made in this matter to ascertain from |
the true story behind these communications to| |

The letters and the envelopes submitted herewith
are enclosed in cellophane envelopes. They have been handled bv
Agent| |of this office and also by Special Agent|
ard presumably by| They are submitted for such
further attention as the Bureaun may deem advisable and the further
inquiry referred to above will be held in abeyance for a time in H
anticipation of any communication the Bureau may desire to send to | .
the New York Office indicating that no such further inguiry should L
be made.

Very truly yours,

Nt B

DWIGHT NTLEY, \3:
Speci ent in Charge.

encls. (6)

Registered lMail




April I2th - 39.

Dear Sir:

Sometime ago I wrote you in reference to an invisible

overnment in thls country and whos leader was holding a

expecting to send him out of the country on a The
people ere being watched by federal authorities and haveg__ been able
to carry out their desired ambition. 4s I have expleined in my.
previous letter I have contacted one of the guards and he wanted
5000.00 Through a2 pledge to give the exclusive story to & local
paper and through another I have raised $3500.00 but gtill lack
$1500.00 The full amount must be in their hande by Monday and if
you want to help a cause of Justice and Democracy you will advance
this amount or as much ef same as possible. I kmow much about the

©  workings of this organization lmtbhas dates, places,

pictures and signatures. This $1500.00 or any portiom of it that
you advance will be returned to you just as soom as the story is
gsold. Some 10 people have disappeared trying to tell this story
but I am quite sure at least one got through to the Federal
authorities. Don't notify Police as they will break up the Federal
suthorities! plans. I will phone you Friday about 1:15 and if
you advance this ioney I will give you several articles of proof

Yours tmly
/s/
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ARTICLE IIIX.

STOCKHOLDERS' MEETINGS

Section 1. Annual Meeting. The annual meeting of the

stockholders for the election of directors and for the

transaction of such other business as may properly come before it,

shall be held at the principal office of the corporation,

or at such other place aé the Board of Directors may select,

on thelst Tuesday of March in each year, at 10 AM.
Section 2. Quorum. The presence, in person or by proxy, of

two-thirds (2/3) of the stockholders entitled to vote shall

constitute a quorum.

Section 3. Special Meetings. Special meetings of

the stockholders shall be held at the principal office of

the corporation, or at such other plaee as the Board of Di-- ——
rectors may select. Such meetings, other than those regulated
by statute, may be called at any time by the Board of Directors,
or a majority thereof, or by the President. It shall be the
duty of the President or the Board of Directors to call such
meetings whenever so requested in writing by the stockholders
of record who own at least 51% of the shares of the capi-
tal stock of the corporation, entitled to vote at such meetings.
Notice of such meetings shall specify the objeci or objecis
thereof, and no other business than that specified in such
notice shall be considerea al any such meeting, except upon

unanimous consent of all stockholders entitled to notice thereof.

SO
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- "Kuhn and §
| Associates Accused
{Of Tax Violaions

- Dewey to Take Action
Against Bund Group

By the Associated Press.

NEW YORK;: May 18.—A report |
accusx ritd JKuhn president of |
the % erman- erican Bund, and

seven Bﬂﬁlﬁess AS50C1ates O 13 vio- !

latlons of city relief tax laws was
turned over to District Attorney

Thomas E. Dewey today. Mayor La ‘
Guardia sent it to the prosecutor |

for “such prosecutive action * * *
as you may deem proper.”
Conviction on the offenses listed
in the 42-page report, all misde-
meanors, would carry a maximum

punishment of six years in prison |

and $6,000 in fines.
Four Concerns Accused,

Four corporations connected with
activities of the bund also were

’%—

——

accused of tax delinquencies. The -

(report was prepared by William D.

Herlands, commissioner of investi-

- gation, after a lengthy inquiry into
bund affairs. .,

The report’ charged XKuhn, his
associates and the corporations with
e - six types' of misdemeanor—ifiling
fraudulent tax returns, failing to
file sales tax returns, failing to reg-
ister as a vendor, failing tojkeep
recorjls to compute a sales tax/ fail-
ing jo file business tax retugfis and
failjhg to file personal prop ty tax
retflrns.

Mr, Herlands said his inquiry had
been “greatly interfered with and
obstructed by the failure of Kuhn
and other bund officials to produce

other records.”
“Not Running Away.”
Commenting on a statement in
the report that two bund officials

investigation began, Kuhn said at
his office that he and his associates
were “not running away from any-
~thing.” ' |

Besides Kuhn the individuals
'named were James Wheeler Hill,
- bund national secretary; Max Rapp
‘and William Leudtke, treasurer and

_secretary of the German-American |
Richard Mettin, |

.Business League;
treasurer of the "A. V. Publishing
.Corp., which publishes the bund’s
'official organ; Max Buckte, manu-
— — facturer, of *Bund uniforms; Karl
. Kienzler, officer of a company which
| imports swastika emblems, and Fred

'Hackl, head of a company which |

: handles the bund’s printing.

i After the report was made public, |

| however, it was learned that Mettin

had died Tuesday night in St. Vin-
~cent’s Hospital, Staten Island, after
"agweek’s illness.

he corporations named were the |
erman-American Business League, |

_fhe A. V. Publishing Corp., Kien
er' & Schimpf, Inc and the Hac!
“Press, Inc.

! ——
i -

ecommending irnmediate action, ‘

membership lists and a number of |

had sailed for Germany since the |

e —rr

TIRY 18 1939
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Mr. Clegg ......_.....

Mr. Glavin ......._._. ﬁ/)
Mr. Harho ... gﬂ
Mr. Lester ,V/

Mr, McIntive 2. . .
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By \Harry Raymond !
yor LaGuardia last night called l
| onfl District Attorney Thomas j
Dgwey to tak ‘prosecutor’s ac‘mo ” o
against, F‘rit‘%uhd and seven othgr
leaders of the Nazi German-Ameri-
can Bund. r———t

He ordered Commissioner of In-
'vestigation William B. Herlands to .
submit evidence gathered by him .
purporting to show that the Bund
officials had dodged payments of :
sales and business taxes over a long '
period. ’ !
}

! Those charged with tax-dodging .

. besides Fritz Kuhn, wh‘n( is president

,0f the Bund are: M
‘ urer of the German-

| Americay Businessnfer’s League;
mgngmﬁMetteni treasurer of the A.
- Publishing Corp., publishers of .
‘Nauand anti-Semitic literature and :
also $gtional freasurer of the Bi
) heeler-Hill, national secre-
tary ¢k the Bund and secretary of |
the J, V. Publishing Corp.;..Max,,
WQueens custom tailor .and
{manqfacturer of Nazi uniforms;
Karl ?Kienzleg president of the .
Kienzler and Schimpf Corp., 130 W.
42nd St., importers of swastika em- t
{blem armbands, N/ Kackal
president of the Karkal Préss, Inc.,
1564 3rd Ave., Msdnhattan, B\md
[ publishers and printk TS,

of NAZI FLEE U.S.

. Two of the Bund officials, accord-
ing to Mr. Herlands, fled the coun- :
try during the investigation carried :
on by the Commissioner of Invesii= '
gation. The investigation was launche
ed on Feb. 28 of this year.

The men who fled were Karl Nico-,
ay, Brooklyn Bund leader, and Frita:
chwiering, business manager of the.
A. V. Publishing Corp.

Nicolay. according to Herlands;.
fled to Germany last April after he\
ias served with a subpoena to ap=|
at a Department of Investiga,- .

Mr. Herlands said, |

Lrermany on May eb;gj?tr‘h_’_,
are American citiz ut
,.Ag, accordmg to adeel

he State Department, sailed;
on & German ship withesésaenass-
port.

The persons named in the Her-v

'Iands report to the Mayor, which
{covers 42 pages, have been constant-

!ly under surveillance by the police |

depart,ment which was ordered to
take steps to prevent any of the
Bund leaders from leaving the

-country. ‘
MAYOR BLOCKS FLIGHT

Fritz Kuhn and other Nazi lead-
iers had sought to secure American
‘passports from the State Depart-
ment some time ago but were block-!
ed by Mayor LaGuardia who asked’
Secretary of State Cordell Hbil to
withhold the applications.

., Mr. Herlands said thjt theyBund
leaders had “greatly] interfered”
with and “had obstrugted” the in-.

'Vestigation of the tax3payments by.
ithelr failure to produce membership |

ilists of their orgahizations. These

lists, he pointed out, would havej
been a great aid in determining the {

‘amount of uniforms, swastikas,

3badges, books and other Nazi trap- |

pings sold by the Bund and their
afﬁhated organizations.

The Commissioner of Investlga-

tion said that his probe had re-

vealed that the Bund currently was |+
of Japplication |-
materials |
have been |
considered part of thejorganization |,

Issuing thousands
planks, forms and oth
which ordinarily woul

¢ records. Kuhn and his associates,
‘Herlands explained, had failed to
‘produce these records upon sub-
poena.

I LIABLE TO CONTEMPY

! “It is possible,” said Mr. Her-
I tands,

duce the records.
{ “The record of

T e

“that Kuhn and his 2850~ |
ciates are liable to criminal con- |
Jtempt procedures for failure to prg- |

{ the Germa, h- -
.z‘;’r;myBusinessmen’s Leagup,” |
Herlands said, “was kept “on

stackq of paper and paper bags.”
T e

S

\

e, ) {
Notwithstandimg te arficuities,
the Revarfment of Invgstigation. he
sald, established the {fact that|
Kuhn was the only man who knows
Ihow the money of the Bund was |
ispent. The reports pointed out {
‘that no report on the fund of the
Bund were ever made te the mem- h
bership. '
‘“It is a financial dictatorship,”
saxd Mr. Herlands, referring to the
‘Bund. .
' He also suggested that Mr.
Dewey investigate the possibility of |
wn  embezzlement charge to  be
Jeced against ihe Nazi “fuehrer.”

f LIST VROLATIONS i
: The violationg] cited by Mr. Her-,v
ands included:
; Nine violations in sales tax re-
surns against Kuhn and Rapp,
‘Luedtke as officers of the German-
American Businessmen’s League, |’
Jfailure to register as venders, fail-
ure to pay personal property tax|
and failure to keep proper records
‘of sales, a total tax liability plaged
by} Herlands against the Germgn-
*A; erican ‘Businessmen’s League of
i $8J/1.03;
en vxolatlons of sales tax 1etmns
agamst Kuhn, Metten and Wheeler-

g




—

—

—

"Hill, amounting o $50.803_

’.{ Five uiglations on tax returns |

'against -Buchte amounting to

$897.06; .
Three violations against the ‘

Kienzler and Schimpf Corp, |: - - - -
amounting to $50.70: :

Eight violations against the!
Kackal Press-and its president, Fred |.
Kackal, amounting to $2,986.31.

Mr. Herlands said that his inves-
tigation revealed that Kienzler for:
more than six years had been the.
agent for the Hambufg-American’
Stesmship Line and hfid only re-'
cently changed his occypation. The
Kackal Press, according to the re-:
port, nrinted the anti-Semitic, Nazi’
literature for the Bund and also’
printed the program for the Med-. \
ison Square Garden Naz{ rally, held'
recently. ) {

These charges are misdemeanors,
1each one carrying & maxigum:

i prison penalty of three years. [The!
report to the Mayor was delivgred
"to Mr. Dewey last night by Abra-
|ham M. Bloch, chief law assistant |
| to2errarTeTland. 1




Tells LaGuardia Data on'[
'. Tax Evasions Will Be
' Sent to Grand Jury

Mo answer to ‘
; a8 request m:
J?Vlay.or LaGuardia tha; eﬁe takefgsnltl:
pmediate steps to pIpsecute Nagzi |
"“Bun.d leader Fritz K n, and in-
vgstlgate the activities ot the Burid '
:Distriet Attorney Dew y In & let: :
|ter to the Mayor yesterday, said
his office was acting on the matter, |/
it Mayor LaGuardia, Wed
J.urged the District Attornrel;s.d:g"
“take brosecutor’s action” against
.“the Nazi leader and seven of his'
@ssociat‘es in the Bung and organ-
;iz:tions related to the Nazi out-'

The Mayor ordered Commission-

lands to turn over to Dewey alfevi-
gniel gathered against the Bund:
) als on evasions of sales ban

Lbusiness taxes.. _ i

—_—— '
T ——

)

ressure Gets

Dewey Pledge
‘To Act on Bund

-1 e¥ of Investigation Willlam {Her.. -+

-

R

w‘.__.,‘

-

i1 t0 have died during the past

after a very short illness.

In his letter of reply t‘Tthe
ayor’s urgent demand for prose-
dutlon of the Nazis, Dewey fwrote’
that he intended to present the:

rand Jury evidence relating to
the alleged sales and business tax
evasions, as well as more serious
charges, which he referred to a
“certain alleged substantial fel-
onies.”

The felonies mentioned were be-
lieved to deal fvith the theft of
funds from Bunfl finances. '

Mr. Dewey yefterday, in answer
to queries, did ot set a date for
the presentation of eévidence
against Kuhn and his cohorts tc

| the Grand Jury.

The eight Bund officials under

.| investigation and possible prosécu-

tion are Kuhn, who is president of

.[the Nazi German American Bund;
4 J. Wheeler Hill, William Leudtke,

aX Rapp,” Karl Kienzler, Maz,
juchte and Rred Hackl. § The
ghth Nazi, Richard Mettin,}aged
Y, was reported dead. He wad said

eek
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Why, Mr. Dewey,
W 1y ? )

%/ The people will applaud the forth ight

with impunity—at the vitals of democracy
" in this city and nation far too long.

their prosecution for violations of the busi-

liberate evasions of tax laws, their contempt
~for the business statutes of the city and
state, is only part ¢f their general hatred

fascism, all over.

 tion. It is a downright scandal that some-
one had to call on Mr. Dewey to start prose

bee
starter. .. .-

=

manner in which Mayor LaGuardia [has °
taken the initiative against Hitler’s tool,
Fritz Kuhn, and the subversive un-American |
Bund. This band of Nazi agents and uni-
formed knife-wielders has been gnawing—

It is true that the Mayor, on the baéis of !
a substantial investigation, has requested -

hess and sales taxe, in fact some 40 of these }
violations. But it ig plain to all that their de-

and disdain for democracy, for law and or- ;
der, and for the welfare of people. That is :

What sticks out immediately, is that the |
Mayor had to call on Mr. Dewey to take ac~

. cutiofi of the most dangerous kind of crimi
' nals gimaginable. Mr. Dewey should have ;
in action long ago—without any self- :
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- Continuously, he has been trying to kee:p :

! his political face a perfect blanl.c—even in
tle midst of the present reactionpry de-
| ‘bduchery by the GOP in Albany. Hut now

' the plumed knight—the chosen son “of Hpo-

- ver—must be prodded even on his.“special-

” prosecuting. o
o Tl?g people want to know, why? Can it -
' be because the anti-Semitic Bunc.lsters are a
",pa'rt of the propaganda imachme of Ml(‘i |
‘Dewey’s party? @an it be becausg Kuhn an
“his brown:shirts did such a swgll job at their
‘Madison Square (rarden meetlng'(_)f whoog— :
%ing it up for Hoover and slandering Pljes1- %
ident Roosevelt, the New Deal and American

‘democracy? The people want to know, and |

‘havg a right to know.

i Dne answer is already clear: ’ljhe, people
donft want any more grass growing unger
Mr.ADewey’s feet so far as the im gdl 1§ef
. prosecution of these fascist law-breakers is
"concerned.
-~ :
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Strange Dfeaﬁi of B%d‘\ \
" Offical Impedes Probe

By Ernest Moorer

Three days ago. Mayor LaGuardia
urged the State Department to kezp
a watchful eye on the leaders-of
the Nazi Bund, facing indictment
for tax.evasions, lest they attempt
to skip the country. Yesterday it
was revealed that one of the top
leaders of the Bund was mys-
teriously dead and speedily cre-
mated and that another had fled
to Germany two weeks ago.

The two men beyond reach of the
courts today are Richard J. Mettin,
national treasurer of the Bund, and
Fritz Schwiering, New Brighton
Bund leader. A State Department
announcement in Washington yes-
terday revealed that Schwiering
skipped the country with his wife
and one-year-old daughter aboard
the German-American liner Ham-
burg on the night of May 3.

But strangest was the case of

Richard J. Mettin, who besides his
‘high position in Hitler's American
blanc)‘x organization, was also treas-
urer ‘of the A. V. Publishing Co.,,
publishers of the Weekruf und
BeoHachter, U. 8. Nazi organ.

Here it should be noted that the!

Imissing Schwiering was business
manager of this same Nazi sheet.

+ Metiin was allegedly taken critic-
ally ill on Saturday, May 6 at his
dome at 29 Norwood Ave., Clifton,
Staten Island, where he lived with

his. wE=gAT sister. »]

He was attended by Dr. H, Brig

gin of 198 Broad St., St 'George,

prior to his illness.
been a resident of Staben Island
for 10 years.

vised his removal to St. Vincent's
Hospital.
HURRIEDLY CREMATED

On Tuesday of this week the man
listed ag Meftin at St. Vincent'’s
hospital died. Dr. Briggin said his
f was caused by an ‘infection
blood stream.

le Rose Hill Crematorium
N. J., and his ashes were

Str angest of all was the fact that
on the same day Dr. Brlggm was

bed this reporter saw and spoke to

American Bund.

The occasion) was the luncheon
at the Hotel Astor, given By the
American Defense Society at which’
U. S. Senator Robert R. Reynolds
was the featured speaker.

Bund who sat at table number

name of RICHARD J. ME; N,

“and guests.”
)uung the luncheon a man who

e s N -

The lunchacn was attended byi
Fritz Kuhn and nine officers of the

who told the Daily Worker yester- ,’
day that he had not known Mettin [
Mettin had |

Three days later, Dr. Briggin ad- |.

Wednesday he was cremated-
still at the crematorium yesterday. -
called to treat Mettin on his death- .

& man presented as Mettin. and
acting . officially for the German-

two which was reserved in the!

'

[

said he was Mettin and who was
sead==gt Kuhn’s table handed
newspaper men a typdWrRLEn “blip
of paper which gave the names of
the Bund officials seated there.
This reporter asked the man to
identify James . Wheeler-Hlll sec~
retary of the Bund whose 'name

" was on the slip of paper. “Mettin”
, pointed

out the ruddy-faced

Wheeler -Hill sitting across’ the

, table from Kuhn.

| Mettin, as national-treasurer of
the Bund, was custodian of the fi-
nancial records of the Nazi organi-
zation and it was gpon these rec-
ords that City easurer Alme-
rindo Portfolioc and}later Commis-
sioner jof Investigatjon William B.
Herlands based thelr inquiry into
the Bund's tax dodging.

Yesterday the case against the
Bund officials was turned over to
District Attorney Thomas E. Dewey
by the city officials for action.

What action Dewey intended to
take concerning an investigation of
Mettin’s death could not be ascers
i tained, but it was assumed thaé
: some investigation was in progress

cause the Mettin death certific tg: .

% esterday had been removed fray

. the Staten Island health depay
ent an' turned over to Thomas'
uffield, registrar of records.
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Grand Jury Probe
Of Bund Finances

" By JEAN ADAMS.

: German-American Bund leader,
.subpoenaed late yesterday to appear before the Grand:

uwm_m o n

Fritz Kuhn,

i

ustavaEImer (left),
] vial* 00d, ¢
Bund’s 85th St. hea

-Jury in
“sezeral thousand dollars

und organizer, and Fritz Kuhn, both in a
examine the subpoena handed ﬁum day 4t -the
dquarters, where they “waited” to be arrested., !
“John ‘Doe”- proceedings aimed at fracing:
? allegedly missing

shn for

[ ——

was

i

|

1

1

from

JBarlier, Kuhn was fgrious‘
Bcause of a ‘Yeakyufrom
istrict Attorney »Dewey’s
office to the effecJ that an
iindictment would be sought
"against him on an embezzle-
.ment charge. He retaliated
by roaring an accusation
that “men from Dewey’s of;
fice 'stole $1,380 from me.™
“Dewey hasn’t a thing on
nge,” Kuhn, long-embattled head
of the Bund, declared. “Why
esn’t he lock me up now? R
de had anything. on ,me he
ould; he wquldn’t wait:”

Bind funds. The subpoena is ‘vrefpu‘t:nqar.ble MOI}.,,

|
N }

g

NXhat, who recently was fore’
stalléd from sailing to his native
Germany as a result of investiga-
tion of his organization by Com-
missioner of Investigation *Her-
lands and ‘the orders. of Mayor
LaGuardia, said he expected to de-
mand Dewey’s removal from of-
fice. He declared: )
“I am going to ask Governor
Lehman to oust him. He broke
the Jaw himself. He searched

A infection. He had been involve§
. my house without a warran . investigation. )
His men stole money from mgy"’iﬂ‘3 vestigatio

=~

i called at the Criniinal Court Build-
|ing and
{ against Dewey raiders.

‘| mained in his office all day, “hop-,

> horts, also
ay==l  He said:

o e e oy e - <t

day. His investigators have bee

n
| studying the orgnizaticg’s book;r Mr. Nichals_.........
since they raided Kuhn’(ﬁﬁwle Mr. Quinn Tamm. ...

stronghold several days ago.
Dewey, in the meantime, an-|:
swered Mayor LaGuardia’s stiffly-
couched letter of Wednesday, in
which'he urged that Kuhn and his
aides be charged with. cheating the
‘city out of more than $4,000 in
sales taxes on Nazi emblems, uni-
forms, pamphlets and other para-

phernalia sold to bund members.
|

Dewey’s Answer

Dewey,” in his letter, told| |
Mayor LaGuardia:

“Books of the German-/‘
American Buhd and related cor
porations were subpoenaed by
my office on May 2 and have
been in process of examination
since, -
. “This was in the course of an-
-nvestigation of certain alleged
- substantial felonies which my
office has been conducting for
the past several weeks.

“Accordingly, I have directed
that the alleged misdemeanors
be also presented to the grand
Jury in _conjunction with the -
major investigation now in
progress.”

Seven days after Dewey’s raid

on Kuhn’s office, the Bund leader

lodged his accusation

Kuhn said last night he had re-

ing Dewey would send up his men’ -
to arrest me.” -

Gustav Elmer, one of his co-
“awaited” arrest.

“I'm not going to run away
either. What’s the matter with
them down there? I guess the
Mayor needs the publicity.”
Meanwhile, LaGuardia and Dewey
figuratively “sawéd wood” and said |
nothing. They intimated, however,
that developments are pending.
‘Meanwhile, funeral services for
one of Kuhn’s followers, Richard
Mettin, were held in Staten Islapd |
yesterday. He died in St, Vincenf{s
Hospital, St. George, following

safe. h
e of my secretary illegally

: hnﬁ even stole his cigarettes.”
learned Dewey will

It was
begin presentation - of evidence
against Kuhn and six of his bund
followers next: Monday or Tues-

They also searched thé L

EXED |
o . New Tork Daily Mirro:
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J ‘ ry IndlCtS { E{\ o Taken Into Custody |
itz I{uhn By Dewey Police | {
g In Pennsylvama, {
nl12C ountf\ $10,000 Bail Hmted
! By the Associated Bre
of Larceny |
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New York May % —-Frxt€ Kuhn.
leadfr of the pro-Nazi German-
Amgrican Bund, was arrested lat
todaf by New Vork detectives i
Krutsville, Pa., tq answer, a histil
returned 1nd1ctment charging for
| ery and grand’ larceny 1nvolv1ng
$14,589.59, (
/, Distriet Attorney Thomas E. i
J Dewey "accused the bundsfuehrer !

{

I and expressed a belief that he, was»
| fleeing when overtaken. , .
The New York County prosecutor‘
] disclosed  that - three .detectives'
| shadowed Kuhigall day,” planmng‘
to take him in ) custody as soon®
jas the 12-coun -indictinent could!
| be filed. It was banded up to Gen-
eral Sessions Judge -Cornelius .
Collins at 3 p, m, and a warrantt

for his arrest was made out 15.
minutes later: . :

The detectives telephoned for‘
.| instructions s af”’ 5:45 .o'clock . and'
| made the arrest within' a* few min- |

utes. They told Dewey theytrailed ; i
|Kuhn and three other men in- al

motor car to the Pennsylvan fa
Penfisylvania town, '
Afked whether he beheveh Kulin
was) trying to escape, Dewey
: phe 1t looked that way

Pof being “just a common thief” |

3 Truhks Pickedu Up ”

leg i theft of

‘up at three separate stops in Ne

atd his cdmpanions, who were nop

j 1mrnedlately identified.

e mdlctmeng detailed the al-
$8,907.35 from he'
Burld and charged misappropriation
of finds from a Bynd rally at Med- J
ison- Square Garden February 20— .
a meeting which resulted in only

one minor disorder while virtually

| the entire police force stood ready

to quell any trouble.

Two counts & the mdmtment ‘
charged the theff of $4,424.22 from |
funds raised to gefend Bund mem-
bers who were gonvieted -at Rivers |
head( N, Y., of neglect-to file W1th :
the State records of its oﬁicml per-
sonnel

The detectives told Dewey thm/
Ruhn’s car stopped at Krumsvﬂle .
for gasoline and that three trunks
were loaded into it there. Dewey .'
sald traveling bags had been picked \

Yhrk earlier in the day by Kuhd

v

To Ask §10,000 Bail
1 Dewey, declaring eonviction o

1 counts could result in maximu

ison terms totaling 50 years, sai

-would ask that bail be fixed
$10,000 when Kuhn is taken before
a magistrate in Hamburg, Pa.,
determine extradition proceedmgs.

Kuhn's departure came two days
after he was called beforé s grand
jury here, but was excused upon re-
fusal to waive lmmumty ]

Four counts in the indictment
charge the- theft of $565.76 in Bund
funds set aside supposedly for trans-
portation of furniture for one
Fliprence Camp from Los Angel
tofNew York, and the theft of $15196 .
fg bringing her furniture here fr :

Clepveland. Mrs, Camp was -
sctibed as a friend of Kuhn's, =« ..
—
‘ | —

‘ .
o

e e




:‘Friti Kahn,y |
Bund Leader.,|

Held as Thief

He Is Arrested by.

'In Pennsylvania;
Exiradition Waived

; Special Dispatch Lo The Post.
" New York, May 23.—Fritz Kuhn,
“Fuehrer” of the Gennan-American
Bund, wag arrested By District At-

torney Thomas E.
‘tives today at Krumsvﬂle, Pa., three
‘hours after a New York County
grand jury had jindicted him on 12
gcounts of grand-larceny and forgery
for allegedly stfealmg $14,548.59 of
his pro-Nazi organization’s funds.
Headed Westward in an automo- |
'bile with three companions, the 44- ¢
year-old Bund head was taken to
the State police barracks at Ham-
burg, Pa.,, where he waived extra-:’
dition and prepared to return to.
New York to face the charges. Ap-.
parently resigned to the swiftness of-
‘his§indictment and apprehensiony he
‘reflised stolidly to comment onfthe .
‘allffgations, which, in the. eve t of !
,co riction, could bring him a ‘
:mum term of 50 years in State

psen . .

G

Dewey Detectives 1|

ewey’s detec-|

Followed by Police

nquestionably pleased at the su-
cegsful capture, Dewey commentefl:
“Thhe indictment shows. that Kuhn is
just a common thief.”

XKuhn's indictment charged six
counts of first degree grand larceny,
four chunts of second-degree grand
larceny and two counts of third-
degreq forgery. The first two
counts accuse him of stealing
$8,907.35 from the bund by misap-
propriating funds collected at thel
organization’s rally at Madison
Square Garden on Kebruary 20, The
rally, devoted to vijolent denuncia-
‘tion of American Jdewry and pres-
lent heads of the JAmerican Gov-
‘ernment, was guarded by one of
the heaviest police concentrations
ever assembled in New York.

Two more counts alleged a further
‘theft by the bund head of $4,424.%
from a fund raised for the defense
;o six officials of the German-Amer-
‘ican Settlement League, which oper-
‘ates Camp Siegfried near Riverhead,
;Long Island, for Nazi sympathizers.
‘They were convicted of violating
+the State civil rights law in failing
't file membership lists with tHe
'sepretary of state, as required §f ,
oath-bound organizations., The vef-.
1 didt has been reversed by the app -
'late division. .

=¥
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iz Forgery Counts :

| nother theft of $563.76 off the
"bynd money, according to thg in-
'di tment, was for the purpo of
ipdying for the transporta’cmn of
Mrs. Florence Camp’s: furniture
from Los Angeles to New ¥York.
iMrs. Camp was photographed with
J{Kuhn when they visited the New
.York World's Fair ten days ago, A
isecond moving off furniture from
'New York to Cldveland also was
iﬁnanced by $151.45 of the bund’s
jmoney, the indictthent alleges. .
i Kuhn also stole $500 from the Set-
‘tlement League, the indictment con-!
ttinues, by drawing a check to‘his:
iown order, cashing it and charging
;it off the books to legal fees paid to
James D. €. Murray, attorney, for
arguing the league’s officials’ appeal .
lin the Camp Siegfried case. Rarray !
ever got the money, it is al eged.
l Thé final two counts erely !

argé Kuhn with forgery inkmak-
thg false entries in his bookss

e
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K' hn Arreste

Denies Forgery

;coﬁs at Charge He Took
$15 000 from Funds !
. 0f U. S. Bund |

! NEW YORK, May 26 -(UP).
Fritz. Kuhn, presuien% of the Ger-
man-American Bind and the fueh-
’rer of, Amerlcan Nazis, was jailed
today on a benqrh warrant charg-
mg grand larceliiy ‘and forgery,

He faced a_max:mum of 50 -
years’ imprisontient on a 12-count
indictment handed up yesterday
.by the grand jury It charged
that he had stolen nearly. $15, oool
(from the bund. - - ‘

Kuhn was arrested by agents’
of District Attorney Thomas E.
Dewey at -a gasoline station out-
side ‘Krumsville, Pa. ‘

about 30
‘miles - from Allentown, . yesterday,
He denied he was fleeing arrest.
IDevgey s detectives, it was revealed,
‘have Peen trailing him for
-than § week.

ey did not know until
telephdned New York from K

\\“—"’—\

und Chlef Seihed in Theft\

Wllle That The mdichment had Peen
wetuyned, . With 'Kuhn W£l’.‘ e.

Tholnas Dlxon Gustav Elmigr, a
bund organizer, and Gerlardt
iKunte, publicity agent for the,
s pund.! They sald they were en

_“route to Chicago for a speakmg

“engagement.
v Kuhn, who. fought in the Ger-

man army during the. World War °

and now is an American’ cifizen,
‘left New. York abruptly yesterday.
He picked up three suitcases at
different addresses and drove off,
unaware that his every move was
watched by detectives. - .

:Waivés Extraditf on

He waived ekiradition and was’
returned to New York by Detec-
‘tives James Cashman, James Can-
avan and Joseph Norbuty early:
itoday. .

Kuhn, 43, portly, usually sombei:
land little given to joking, greeted!
‘photographers and newspapermen
lat police headquarters jovially.j
1Asked about the alleged 'defalca-!
Itions, he said: “It’s a.lot of .non-
jsense.” : ;
1 Asked about specific counts in
{the indictment, his expression
lchanged and he snapped “-That’s
timy business.” B
He said he had been surpr'!ed

tha ’.Lhe had. been fleeing.

L . L L

1Result of 'Bong_ Inquiry

he indictment climaxé‘d. sqdven |
.wgeks of investigation mto b.lnd
jafifairs, It charged, in on unr,
ti¥at . Kuhn had stolen § 901
1the proceeds of the Washlngton s!
1Birthday “Americanization” meet-'
‘ling -at Madison Square Garden.
‘Other counts. listed specific in-
stances of alleged diversion of
"|bund funds. The last two counts
charged third-degree forgery. )

hn had executed an about-
fac¢g on Wednesday when, afger
{anrjouncing- he would waive
mupity to testify before the grgnd
tjugy, changed his mind abput
| waiving and angnly strode oud of
i the room.

——

-

e
e
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RN SEIZED
INTHEFT OF
BUND'S MONEY

I Leader Trailed to Small ’Town‘
'In Pennsyivania by N.

READING, P , May 25 (U.P).
ity {Xunp, GermanAmerican
‘bung leader, wag en route to New
York tonight to face.grand lar-
‘ceny and forgery charges in con-
nection with his bund activities.
‘Kuhn left the West Readmg bar-
racks..of the P_ennsylva.ma. State
‘motor-police with three New York
.detectives, and was expected to
reach New York early tomorrow.
" Kuhn was. arrested earlier "in
Krumville -and -brought here while
-extradition papers were arranged.
‘The party left for New York al:
8:30 p. m. (ES.T)

Trailed From New York

Kuhn was arrested by New York
Detectives- James Cashman, James
Canazan and Joseph Norbury, at:
‘tached ‘to the office of District At-
)tomey Thomas E. Dewey. They
‘had ‘trailed Kuhn and three com-
‘panjons traveling in Kuhn’s auto-
'mobile, . to Krumville, where the
;party stopped for dinner.

Kuhn offered - no res1stance’
when the New York debecmves
supplemented by Pennsylva,ma.
State troopers; entered the small
town gasoline station. - Police said;
he remained.calm and apparently
was cheerful despite his detention,

counts of grand larceny and|
fioiseeby the New York county)
grand jury. The indictment
charged him with larceny of $14,
548 in bund funds and forgery in:
| connéction with entries in the or-,
.ganization’s books. i

ll

The Fuehrer’s three companions

.were not held. The Adentlhed
themselves as 'Thoms%pixon, of'

Yo . {
Officers; Waives Extraditian'L%‘m“?“’?s Not Held . . . /

Manhattan; GustaveY Klmery of
Hobgjen, N. J., and Gérhard Wil-|
hel ungz of Astoria, Queens. All;
threeMconfirmed Kuhn's declara-
tion that they were headed to
address a Bund meeting in Chi-
cago tomorrow night and one in
Milwaukee the next night. Their
bags contained Bund uniforms tol
be used for this purpose. f :

If convicted on all 12 counts
Kuhn could be sentenced to 50:
years in prison..

- The first -two counts allege
misuse of funds from a Madison
Square Garden rally on February
20. - )
‘The next two charge embezzle-
ment of $4,424.22 raised  for the
defense of members of the Bund

|.-He ‘has been indicted on"ﬁ"—"ﬁ‘ said he planned ‘to marry

who were tried at Riverhead, L. L,,|
{for violation of a State'law on|
registration of membership.

i
1Other Funds Involved:
The fifth and sixth counts con-!

’cemed- $565.76 used to pay for the

'shipment from Los Angeles to
New York of furniture belongmg
to'Mrs. Florence Camp, with whom
Kuhn was . photographed at the

World Fair here on May 3. Yel
MrFs

Camp.

L

INDEXED
NOT REGUS2 -

Y\

7‘,.,“,_,

4 Mr. Tolson.....o-- A

Ms:.;Egan .............

Mr. Foxworth . ...
Mr. =
Mrx.

Mr.

\/7’)(7 e

”‘33

Two more counts alleged a further
heft by the bund head of $4,424.22
a fund raised for the defense |
Jix officials of the German-Amer- |
Sehtlement League, which aper-
: pead,.
thizers.

© Nazi sympa
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Held as Thief

He Is Arrested by
Dewey Detectives

In Pennsylvanias
Extradition Waived

! Special Dispatch Lo The Post.
; ' i
New York, May 25.—Fritz Kuhn, |

. They were convicted &%%mg
“Fuehrer” of the German- Amerl.&.m_the'State‘cml nght}s law in failing™}

Bund, was arrested by District At-
torney Thomas E. Dewey’s detec-

tives today at Krumsville, Pa., three ,

Bund Feader,

hours after a New York County!:
‘grand jury had indicted him on 12:

counts of grand.larceny and forgery
for allegedly stealing $14,548.59 of
his pro-Nazi organization’s funds.

, Headed Westward in an automo-
. bile with three companions, the 44-
year-old Bund head was taken to
the State police barracks at Ham-.

¢

| burg, Pa., where he waiveqd extra-

dition and prepared to return to
New York to face the charges. Ap-
parently resigned to the swiftness of!
his indictment and apprehension, he
refused stolidly to comment on the
allegations, which, in the event of

conviction, could bring him a maxi-
Imum term of 50 years in State
J prison,

Followed by Police ‘

U ’questionably pleased at the suc-
cessflul capture, Dewey commented:
“The indictment shows that Kuhn is
jusé'a common thief.”

Kuhn's indictment charged six
counts of first degree grand larceny
four counts of second-degree gra
larceny and two counis of thirfls
degree forgery. The first
counts accuse him of - stea

propriating funds collected at the
organization’s rally at Mad1son<

[rally, devoted to violent denuncia-

tion of American Jewry and pres-

the - heaviest police concentrations
ever assembled in New York.

Two more counts alleged a further
theft by the bund head of $4,424.22

. g
1$8,907.35 from the bund by misap-"

t

l

Jent heads of the American Gov-
jernment, was guarded by one of

to file membership lists with the

| secretary of state, as required of
| oath-bound organizations. The ver-
| dict has been reverséd by the appel-

late division. . |
2 Forgery Counts

bund money, according to the in-
-dictment, was for the .purpose of

second - moving of furniture from
'New sYork to Cleveland also was
financed by $151.25 of the ‘bund’s
‘money, the indictment alleges.
Kuhn also stole $500 from the Set-
‘tlement League, the indictment con-

tinues, by drawing a check to his |
,own order, cashing it and charging

it off the books to legal fees paid to
James D. C. Murray, attorney, for
argumg the leagugz s officials’ appeal

in the Camp Siegfried case. Murray -
‘never got the money, it is allegel..

The final two' counts merel}:
:charge Kuhn with forgery in maky:
e Talse entries in his books.

|Square Garden on February 20. The| «

Another theft of $565.76 . of the

.paying for the. transportation of [
'Mrs. Florence Camp’s furniture };
from Los Angeles to New York. |,
Mrs., Camp was photographed with

Kuhn when they visited the New |
York World’s Fair ten days ago. A |

=y
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- NEW YORK.--FRITZ KUHN, WAS RELEASED FROM TOMBS PRISON LATE TODAY

WHEN HE RAISED $5,000 BAIL. .
5/26==-E503P
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Mr Foxworﬂx

Mr Glavm e lins

Mx* ﬁarbo*“,'

. l..',«‘.'..

Mr. Mclxi‘t;ite

KUHN STILL WAS IN A CELL AT THE TOMBS AT MIDAFTERNOON WHIhEDGUSTAVE
KUHN HA .

ADD KUMN, NEW YORK
ELMAR, A BUND ORGANIZER, ATTEMPTED TO RAISE THE BAIL.

$2,500-HALF THE AMOUNT,.
5/26"3249?
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 ORGANIZER FOR THE BUND, ARRIVED WITH A SACK FULL\0
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Nzw YORKr-FREE OF ss 000 BOND, FRITZDKUHN SAID TODAY THAT THE CRARGE;
OF 'LARCENY AND FORGERY AGAINST HIM, CARRYING A POSSIBLE 50-YEAR PRISON
SENTENCE IN CASE OF CONVICTION WERE *A LOT OF NONSENSE,"

HE IS CHARGED WITH STEALING $14,548.59 FROM THE BUND,: :

AFTER PLEADING NOT GUILTY TO ALL 12 COUNTS IN{HIS INDICTMENT, HE WAS
CONFINED IN THE TOMBS FOR SIX HOURS, UNTIL GUSTA Z%LMER, NATIONAL

$5 AND $10 BILLS

FOR HIS BAIL. WARDEN WILLIAM ADAMS TOOK AN HOUR ‘TO COUNT THE MONEY,
JUDGE CORNELIUS Fe COLLINS, BEFORE WHOI. HE WAS ARRAIGNED, SET NO

, DATE FOR TRIAL.
| 5/27--w6907A
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Washington Evening Star
Hay 18, 1939

Jury Tavesfigation=

In Bund Tax Case.

Directed by Dewey
Takes Action on Report

‘From Mayor La Guardia
On Herlcmds’ Inquiry -

B¥ the Asscciated Press. . :
NEW YORK, May 18.—District |-
Attorngy - Thomas E. Dewey an-
riounce;d today that in conjunction
with a “major investigation” of the |’
pro-Nazi German-American Bund |:
i i m office, he had | [l
bt'a-mg made by his fmn(.) c : e ‘ } | ing to file b
directed a grand jury mvestxg_atxon | tafling to fize
of misdemeanor tax avoidance ac- I returns,’
‘cusations against National Bugd | . Recommending ix . :
RSO Asaltot . : : g immedia i
Ledder Fritz “Kuhn and others a/él; Herlands said his in(fgirt;'c‘;;x(:}i’r
h. | n “gréatly interfered wit
\ P |- obstructs : with and
e acted on the basis of a repott and - othsg bzaéh:mf;llgre of Kuhn
frotk Mayor La Guardia of an inquiry olilclals to produce

Inembership lists and
» tem} a8 n
made by William B.j\Herlands, the |, i other records,” umber of

ter as a vendor, failing to k ep

pute a sales tax, f41-
siness tax returns and
bersonal Property tax

city commissionier of {Investigation, |- fn'a?::édes Kubn .the individuals
alleging varjous claims of tax evasion | ’ f~b£1’nd na";"i’gﬁzl James Wheeler Hil,
‘and. violation of the city relief tax | ‘and William L:ﬁ‘éﬁ{tgr{r;e;\giiieRapg
laws... " - ) . i secret'ai. . 4 r Aan
(At the same time, in a letter to Businas. i’;;g}llfe.Gg?nan-Amencgn
the mayor, Mr. Dewey stressed that ‘treasurer of the' A lg\?ard N_[ett;m,
"his own staff had been making an } QE’”"’ which Dublish . Publishing
investigation of ‘“certain alleged official organ: Max Bes the bu‘nd’s'_'
§ubstantia1‘ felonies,” and that this: jngturel. of i)un d. unlilkate' ‘mam -
inquiry would go on. . . Hienzler, officer of o comorms, K' 11
He called attention to the fact inports swastika emp bany whigh
that on May 2 his office had sub- ‘Hackl, head of a cc’ems, and Frid
poenaed books and records of the’ handles the bund's rimtpany whifh
‘Bund “and related corporations,” L~ 7 7708 punting. ¢

.and rejected as “absurd” an asser- |
' tion by Kuhn that $1,800 had. disap- |
peared from the Bund office in con-
nection with that raid. .
-All offenses alleged by Mr. Her- |
lands were misdemeanors. .- A4 |
; JFour corporations connected. with
aftivities - of .the. bund also wgre
atcused -of: tax - delinquencies. The
Tgport was prepared by William
rlands, commissioner of investi-
gation, after s lengthy inquiry into
bufid affairs, ' :

el
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- I3HN EDGAR HOOVER ] ' . AT P’(f’ :
e ¥ & DIRECTOR : AR .
AP~ - |
g Federal Burean of Inuestigation
United States Department of Justice
MWashington, A. €.

May 22, 193¢
EAT:HA

MEMORANDUYM FOR THE DIRECTOR ’

) On May 18 I furnished to| |
Cr//" OV a cop% of the Bureau's summary memorandum upon 70
- © Fritz0Kuhn advising him that you desired he have
Y this data in order that he might look it over
: because of its pertinency to the briejf which he
had submitted concerning the possibility of
Kuhn's being subject to deportation. Subsequently
| called me and cdvised that he did not
believe the jacts furnished were sufficient to
Justify any proceedings against Kuhn. I pointed
Lout to |that we had requested the
tate Department to endeovor o verzfy KUhn s
criminal record in Munich. oo, ;gf

Respfetfully,d

E. A. Tamm.
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,JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ‘ .
‘ N
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7 DIRECTOR

Federal Burean of Inuestination
Wnited States Department of Justice
< © 7 Washington, B. .

May 24, 1939

EAT:COH
Times 9:05 a.m.

-

YEMORANDUY FOR THE FILE ’},D(\

RE: GERMAN -AMZ ‘RICAN BUND 6)

of the Department of_QNaté{{.

/
called in connection with a copy of a report
submitted to Mayor‘LaGuardia by the Investigative

Committee which touches upon activities of the

German=-American Bund, Fritzékuhn
and others. stateé he wanted to be
sure I had a copy of th report; I told him b7C

I would check and in the event the Bureau has
not been furnished a copy of such report, I
ok

would get in touch with him,——

mif Gl=15 U2

At Twy
tU‘L 2 B

B '
o

‘,,.u,\

‘ &(vm' :'-."-‘1 g

{
\ J;{:\v Tt
& % b

\ “ '\ N

S r e il actfevine D s« T T T e TR L S R

A




s RETURY

I-AlD Tu BUND' On March 29 six Tocal leaders of

TAX

e

.

the Bund were subpena by Ports
w—iaZii iy and ordered to pr%&fﬁ‘:‘mo‘

Mayor, Herlands and.
Portfolio Decide to
Prosecute -

'I'He arrest of Egtz_K.uhn natio
s n
leader of the German-Americaarlx ;

Bund and i, spokesman in

& In Inls
C0 untry, and several of his lieu=
tenants was ordered today on

charges that they committed perj
: . riur
in connection with sales tpi':lx]re)-"~

Decision to arrest Kuhn d hi
. and his -
henchmen was reached at a City

" {ty-ninth Street,

Hall' conference ' between'
LaG_uardia, Commissjoner of 1;/111?;052
igation William B.JHerlands and
City Treasurer Almentindo Portfolio,
. Herl.ands has been ‘conducting ar;
investigation of sales fax reports
made by the Bund on uniforms and
caps and belts sold to Bund mems
bprs. Kuhn and other Bund execus
tives were said to have been quese
g‘?ﬂlﬁ? 1on thgse reports, and the
‘truthfulness o; their i i
'being challenged. - replies now '13

Won’t Run Away

Kuhn and his associates wer

: : e a
the Bund’s office, 186 East Eightyf
fifth Street, when the decision to.

“press for their arrest became known,

' “I will stay right here,” id, -
I didn't do nothing. I will iif?;?;
,av&:(ay. Iam not afraid, ===e—sr=
| “We will all be here. We told,
the truth when Portfolio and Hare,
~ agestioned us.” i

HUL BhyRY

- G/~ 759

- uniforms..-
- eanceled
.in the city also were subpenaed.

bership and subscription. lists 'ag
well as all books, accounts and
‘vecords pertaining to ‘receipts from
the sale of pamphlets, books ahd -
*Bank statements and
checks of six Bund units

The Six Leaders
_'The six leaders summoned for the
inquiry were: J ames Wheeler—Hill
acting leader in Manhattan, whose
address was not disclosed; Karl -
Nicholai, 267 St. Nicholas Avenue,
Brooklyn, who has since slipped out
of the country; Henry Van Holt,
1236 Webster Avenue, The Bronx;
Herman Schwarzman, 24.36 'Twen~
Astoria; Gustav
Avenue, Staples.

Vogt, 17 Oakland

.|ton, S. I, and ‘Walter Brochers, 133

|04 109th Avenue, South Ozone Park,
LI

1 E. OYKrause of 30 East Eightye
| sixth Stkeet, and Ma uchte of 901

Wyckoff Avenue, Brpdklyn, - tailors:
who made Bund yniforyns, also were
questioned. .

Last week an application by Kuhn
lfor a pagsport was held up by Sece
retary of State Hull at-the request
lot Mayor who said

LaGuardia,

‘_ many April 6

SN I

G —2) X

1 Nicholal had quietly sailed for Ger=

The pass:por.ts of Wilhelm Kunzé}
of 92-39 Lamont Avenue, Elmhursty

. Lestor
. McIntire.........
. Nichols..__......

. Quinn Tamm....

-~

Nayr Werle Boeds




Detectives Speed ‘Fuehrer’
To New York as Aides
Go On to Milwaukee

 The XGerman-American._ Bund._
- is estintated to  Kidve 200,000 to
/300,000 members in its 65 posts
~throughout the United States.
;' The: bund publishes newspapers
in New York, Philadelphia, Chi-
cago and Los Angeles, a national
young people’s magazine, and
maintaings a score of summer

,‘BZ the Associated Press.

“It's all nonsense,” Fritz Kuhn,
national leader of the German-
American Bund, was jailed early to-
day on charges of forgery and grand
jlarceny of $14,589 in connection with
bund activities.

Kuhn, motoring with three com-
panions to Chicago-and Milwaukee,
where he was scheduled to speak
today and tomorrow, was arrested
yesterday afternoon in a roadside
lunchroom at Krumsville, Pa., 28
miles northeast of Reading, by de-
tectives who trailed him. from New
York.

Kuhn was accompanied by Gus-
tav Elmar, national organizer of
the Bund, of Hoboken, N. J.; Thom-
'as Dixon of New York, and Gerhard
Wilhelm Kunze of Astoria, Long
Island.

Kuhn waived extradition before a
Reading justice of the peace and
rwas returned to New York by the
detectives in an automobile. Elmar
accompanied him as far as New-
ark, N. J. _

Aids Continue Trip West.

Kunze and Dixon continued their
trip, one purpose of which they said
was to open a bund camp at Mil-
waukee.

The bulky, vociferous bundsfueh-

12 counts. District Attorney Thom-
as E. Dewey said conviction could
result in prison termstotaling 50
years.

. Lt. William Grafnecker of the
grand jury squad said Kuhn had

. NEW YORK, May 26 —Protesting |-

rer was indicted late yesterday on |

READING, PA—BUND LEADER
mapn Ameri U

Edward J. Strickland.

been watched more than a week

ARRESTED—Fritz

eader, shown leaving State police
quarters at Hamburg, Pa., shortly after his arrest yesterday.
Around-him are three New York detectives, who trailed him into
Pennsylvania. - Left to right, are.James Cashman, Gustav Elmar
and James Canovan. In.back is Pennsyljania

0 uhn,

State Policemgan

GeLr
head-

—A. P. Wirephoto:

—

and that the three detectives who
arrested him—James' Cashmans
James Canovan and Joseph Mor~

‘under orders “not to let him get
far f¥om New York.”

When Kuhn and his companions
halted for lunch ‘the three tele-
phoned New York and were told
the indictment had been returned.

Kuhn never had an opportunity
to eat his Iunch, for the return trip
started almost at once.

\ Fingerprinted Early Today.

Wearing the same torn trousers as
)when he was arrested—they were
held together by a safety pi

g d

bury of Dewey’s staff—had beeny.

where he was photographed, finger-
@%:d and lodged in a cell to awaitd
appearance before a magistrate., ~
At the Beach street police station
where -he was booked, Kuhn ap-
peared cheerful and disclaimed
knowledge that he was to be ar-
rested,

“Of course it was a surprise,” he
remarked, “but I'll take care of
that.” ..

“What about that $14,589 you are
accused of taking?” he was asked.

“I¥’s ‘all nonsense,” replied - Kuhn.

$8,907.35 from the Bund and charges |

imisappropriation of funds from the
aghington’s Birthday rally whi

KUhn led “at; ‘ !

den. ’

. . The indictment alleges theft of |

at Riverhead, N. Y.; of

personnel, and four
the alleged f
funds set aside

Mrs. Florence Camp

Mrs. Camp was
friend of Kuhn's.
Car Quietly Corn

had stopped at, §ch}gnk

DO BEJORLE

~ ‘ :
TWo coungs accuse him o
from funds raisel

@ 1, of $4,424.22 2 IR
toe iem;l$ Bund members convicted

i State records of oﬁicia.J
e counts detail

theft of $565.76 in Bund
supposedly for
transportation of furniture for &

: eles to New York, qnd‘ charge
;ﬁ&%t of $151.26. for pringing her

i from Cleveland. .
furniture - deseribed as &

“Kuhn and his three comp:

neglect to

from Los

ered.

er’s regptau-

. Barbo

Lesater _




testation, said that -when Kuhn'
and his Iriends pulledssen_jn the.
car they ordered the gasoline thnk
filled.. Then they stepped inside|
and asked Alice Young, a waitress,
if they could'get a meal. .
The meal, however, never was
served, for almost before the men
took their seats another:car, bear-
ing a New York license, flashed past
the station, quickly. turned. Euround§
yand drove directly in front of:
:Kuhn's car. : !
A man, who identified himself as
'a “policeman,” emerged: from the,
‘car,’ took Mr. -Gehringer aside and
.asked him  to phone to the -State
‘Police substaffonm av mamburg, Pa.,’
and request an officer be sent at-
once. N : ‘
While  Gehringer was doing this, .
he  said, the other three men:
‘emerged from the car and all four
went into -the restaurant.” With
little preliminary, Gehringer said,
'the four took Kuhn and his.three
erifls into. a side room and spoke
jpartly in German and partly inj

English. Finally-the man, who first |,
iidenjified himself as‘a policeman, |

saidSsharply: °

' “PFritz, you sit down on that

‘chair.” S o
There was ' no. further discussion

and soon a. State policeman ar-

rived from Hamburg. .

! Held Up Passports. .

© The grand jury investigation. of i
:the ‘Bund grew out of an inquiry |
»instigated by Mayor La Guardia and |
carried -out- by Investigation Com- !
missioner William Herlands.

The first overt development came
two ‘weeks ago, when' the Mayor
asked the State Department to hold
up passport applications from Kuhn;
Kunze and two others, pending com-
pletion of ‘the inquiry. S

One Bund official under scrutiny,
it was disclosed at that time, already
had left the country. ’

Eight days ago Mayor La Guardia
'turned .over to Mr. Dewey the evi-
1 dence collected by Herlands, . “for
'such prosecutive action as you may
. deem proper.” . .

Mr. Dewey $aid the traveling bags
rof the men when arrested contained
: Bund uniforms, among other things.

Kubn, a Germanr-World War vet-
eran, who claims to have helped
Adolf Hitler in his abortive Munich
“beer cellar putsch” . of 1923, went
from Germany to Mexico soon after,
and entered the United States in
19217,

He- worked for Henry Ford as a
chemist in Detroit and was natural-
ized in 1933.

The same year he joined “The
Friends of New Germany,” became
president the next year, changed

he organization’s name to the Ger-
nan-American Bund, and -mov is
headquarters to-New York 'City.. {

% —




Kathn Freed
'On Bail After

e==lman machine gunner in the World
~ . {war who is now a nafu d

5 American, was brought back from
, | Pennsylvania, where he was ar-

rested. He was paraded at the police

Woman,s ViSit 't lineup, fingerprinted and photo-

$5,000 Mysteriously
Provided Although
Bund Fails Chief

By mternationa't News Service.
~ New York, May 26.—Fritz Kuhn,
leader of the German-American'
v.Bund indicted for grand larcenyf
and forgery, was released from:
Tombs Prison tonight even thoughi

th.e storm troopers he is chargedi
with fleecing failed to provide thel
necessary $5,000 bail.

LA dark-hairedqwoman presented |,
mbs¥ “hoéurs aftert'

herselt at the™

‘ uilly and-asked—if
bail had yet been Provided through |
Bund sources, as Kuhn had hoped |
it would be. Told no bail had been i
pa.id, she went away and a. fewI
minutes later Kuhn’s lawyer ap-i
|peared and paid the bail in cash |
| while the mystery woman waited in
a‘car outside. As soon as Kuhn was
released he left.with the lawyer !
and the woman. .
The lawyer would not say who the |
wom.an was or whether she had}E
provided the bail, mostly in $5 and .
$10 bills, but he did say it had not
come from Bund -contributions,
which he had hoped to raise.
Kuhn is charged with embezzling
more than $14,500 from several |
Bund organizations, including sev-
eral hundred dollars said to "have
been spent to move furniture be-
]qnging to Mrs. Florence Camp, a |
deorcee, from Cleveland and Los !
|Ange1es to New York. o
| Mrs. Camp, v-ith whom the Kuhn;
{indictment says he is %I
| though he is married, was reported |
to e i New York today. ’ :

L Early this morning Kuhn, a Ger-

‘
|
t

!

i

{ ,on a Bible used for witnesses taking

graphed, and pleaded not guilty to
{ lthe charges against him, i
k In court he stood unsmiling at the
' irail, drumming with heavy fingers

- truth-oath, until the clerk
; droned: . ‘

| “Fritz Kuhn, you are chargedy
I'with grand larceny in the first de-
1 gree, grand larceny in the second
ldegree, and forgery in the third

degred. HoW do you plead?” .
“Not guilty,” Kuhn replied em-
phatically. .
The judge showed surprise when
the1 district attorney asked $5,000]
bail. .- ,
“If it was left to me I would not |
have fixed it so low,” he said.
That figure was set, however,
after the prosecutor explained the
low amount was in acknowledge-
ment of Kuhn’s having waived ex-
tradition and having returned from
Pennsylvania voluntarily with the
arresting officers. . !
Several professional bondsmen.
refused to furnish the bail, how-
ever, and Kuhn was taken to the
Tombs, staying there until his bail
was arranged in the late afternoon.
Kuhn was smiling and scornful |
in the police lineup, under spot- |
| lights and the searching gaze of 250 |
1 detectives. -
“Are these charges against you
. true, Fritz?” he was asked.

“NO." ‘

“Why were you arrested?”
*T don’t know, yet.”
Leaving police headquarters to
enter a police van for the ride to
court, Kuhn was grinning until
/| someone in the street crowd yelled:
“Hey, Fritz, wie matcht der Hit-
‘1ler? (How's Hitler doing?)
| Kuhn turned to glare at the
| crowd and then climbed into the
i| barred wagon.

Kuhn Romance Ended

il Long Beach. Calif, May 26 (&#)—
The romance between Fritz Kuhn,
German-American Bundleader, and
Mrs. Florence Camp, Long Beach
divorcee, is ended, her brother said
today.

ilewton Todd, an attorney, ex-
plainea there had been a romance
between his sister and Kuhn but
it “hns been off now for several
months.” . _

Todd related Mrs, Camp ™
: »r> aboard ship returning flom
“TEngland several months before ¥
Reno qivorce a year ago fro
Qvealtny Long Beach oil man.

0
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L
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My. Quinn Tamm._ ...
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J"'oman who had inquired firphse. Yester .vaiviipu

,Was the money raised by ¢y

INo,” Elmer replied, “someo
wa§ kind enough . B
Kalenderian hushed hxm up

tence.

The unidentified man

| 0“1 $5,000 Bail
In Theft Case

Nazi Chief Pleads li)nocent
‘Mystery Woman Calls

At Tombs Prison

NEW YORK, May 26 - Fritz
|Kuhn, number one Nazi,” was
released from the Tombs late ‘this
afternoon after posting $5,000 bail.
| Ruhn, known as the American |.
{“Puehrer,” is charged with - steal-
ing $14,548 from his own German-
American Bund i

v

Several Hours in Tombs

The bund chief had pleadad not
guilty .to the theft charge sarlier
today in general sessions court
and was remanded to the Tombs
when he was unable to -post the
$5,000 bail. Friends posted the

Fritz- Kuhn Freeds

‘I Dewey’s offlce

counterfen;s

“$5 000 is a very modest sum” angly
he would have.set the bail highq

Dlsmc§ Attorney. Thomas

Earlier as_followers tried to ob-
|tain bond for him, Kuhn paced a
cell in the Tombs prison, gloomily
hopeful.

Kuhn. wore & grey suit with a‘
red pin stripe, white shirt, red tie
and .highly polished “black shoes:
when .he was arraigned in court.,
His . hair was. slicked carefully.
He drummed .his: fingers on a
Bible which had. been left onhe
itablg. .where. he sat.

o

' At} the lineup, detectives qpes-
‘tionéd suspected felons and %ag-
‘rants picked up during the night,
‘saving ‘Kuhn for the last. Then
Lieut. ‘James Pytko read ‘the
.charge against the bund leader
and demanded: .

=

“What’s this about,: Fritz? Is
it true?”

“No,” Kuhn replied,

“Why were you -arrested?”
Pytko asked,

“I don’t know yet,” Kuhn re-
plHed. . , .

bail after Kuhn had been in the
Tombs most of the afternoon.

Identity of the persons.who
furnished. the $5,000 bail to -free-
the Bund leader was kept secret.’,
Shortly  before 4 p. m. a short.:

.|stocky man in a brown suif: and.

a brown-haired woman in s dark["

bail had been posted. Told that:
it had not, they left hurriedly.

leen in; $5 and $10 Bills:

Half an hour later Kuhn’s at-.
orney, Vahan H. ‘Kalenderian,"
and Gustave Elmer, a_ Bund
qrganizer, -appeared an

iced cash f%_

MostJ

-~

suit entered the warden’s office«
at the Tombs and asked if the'|

In. answer to routme questions{

.the gave his occupation .as “presi-

dent of the German-American
Bund,” and -said he .formerly was
a chemical engineer, last employed -
by the. Ford: Motor Company in:
1936.. . He.is a native of Munich,:
he said, has.lived in the United
States for 14 years and never had’
been arrested previously.

Earlier, -he- had been questioned
by police, photographed and fin-|
gerprinted.

Kubn.was arrested at a gasol‘ e

'stat_lon outside. Krumsville, .
- |alout. 30 miles from Allentopn,
" iyfsterday.. He denied he was

ce-
ijlg arrest. Dewey’s detectived, it
as revealed, had been trailing

©oaea
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KUKN FREEL
0N Sb,00(
N THEFT i

Bund Chief Pleads Not Guilty;
Mysterious Pair Supplies
Bond at Tombs in Small Bills

NEW YORK, May 26.-- PFritz
Kuhn, numbér one Nazi, was
relensed from the Tombs late this
afternoon after posting $56,000 bail.
Kuhn, kfiown as the American
“Fuehrer,” 1s charged with steal:
ing $14,548 from his own: German
‘Ameérican Bund. .

-

Several Hours in. Tombs

The bund chief had pleaded not
guilty to the theft charge earlier
today in general' segsions court
and was remanded to the Tombs
when .he was unable to post the
$5,000 ball. Priends posted the
bafl after Kuhn had been in the
Tombs most of the a.fternoon

Identity of the person§ who
furnished the, $6,000 bail to free
the Bund leader was kept secret.

Shortly before 4 p. m, a short
stocky man in- & brown suit and
a brown-haired woman in a dark
suit entered the warden’s office

at the Tombs and asked if the|

bail had been posted. Told thap
it had not, they left hurriedly.

Given in $5 and $10 Bills

Half an hour later Kuhn's a
torney, Vahan H. Kalenderian,
and Gustave Eimer, & Bund
organizer, appeared and pro

duced cash for the bail. Most|

of the money was. in $5 and $10
bills.

“Was the money raised by con-
tributionsfi” Elmer was asked.

'No,’’ Elmer replied, ‘someone
was. - kind enough . ..” . Byt
Kalenderian hushed -him up be-
fore he could complete the sen-
tence. :

The unidentified man an
woman who had inquired first

about -the bail waited outside the|:
‘Tombs in a sedan for an hour|:

tintil Kuhn was 'released after
the' bills had been checked .for
coutnterfeits.

Judge Corneliug P. Cullins daid
“$5,000 is & very modest sum” d4nd

he would have:set the bail higlyer |
had there been proposals from |

Bund Leader on Way to Jgil

FRITZ KUHN (RIGHT) AND POLICE OFFICER

- “Fuehrer’ Shown Ye'aterday on Return to N. Y ~~Acme, |

District Attorney Thomas E.

_ _Dewey’s office,  _

} IIr. Quinn Tamm
ng Tracy




-

Earlier-as_fol-lowers tried to ob-
tain bond for him, Kuhn paded- a
cell in the Tombs prison, glo mily
hopeful.
Ruhn wore &.grey suit w h 8]
red pin stripe, white shirt, red tie
and highly polished black shoes
wheén he was arraigned in court.
His hair was slicked carefully.
He drummed his  fingers on a
Bible which had been left on the
takle where he sat.
At the lineup, detectives ques:
tioned suspected felons and vag-
rants picked up during the night,
gaving Kuhn for the last, Then|
ELieut. James Pytko read the)
charge against the bund leader
and demanded: i
“What'’s this about, Fritz?- Is
it true?” - )
“No,” Kuhn replled :
“Why .were you arrested?”
Pytko asked,
“1 don't know yet,” Kuhn re-
plied.
In answer to’routine questions
he gave his occupation as “presi- .
dent’ of the Qerman-American : :
Bund,” and said he formerly was;
& chémical engineer, 1ast employed ;
by the Ford Motor Company in| !
1936. He is & native of Munich,
he sald, has lived in the United
States for 14 years and never had
been arrésted previously, . .

Esrlier, he had been questioned
by police, photographed and fin-
gerprinted

Kuhn was arrested at & gasoljne
statlon outside Krumsville, Ha.,
about 30 miles from Allento n, |
yesterday., He denled he was flee-
ing arrest. Dewey’s detactives, it
was revealed, had been trailing
him for more than a week,

——
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. JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR

SR e

Mnited States Aepartment of Justice
Washington, D. €.

Mey 12, 1939 )7]
MFMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A.

In accordance with your request, I called ™
|of the State Department snd explained to b7C
a him that We desired to interview
(U who was at one time assxgned to the Unlted States Legatlon \S‘i
at Munich.
!
| |advised, after a check of his records, ot
\_,( that | ad sailed on the SS MANHATTAN from Havre, N
( France, on May 7, 1939, and could be reached upon arrival ~ I~
at the United States Dispatch Office located at 45 Broadway, §
R New York City. bR
It i . : N\
s recalled that |is to be inter-
o _viewed in order to vouch for the integrity of Informant \
>0 hald pitz as, to his allegatlons concerning the criminal record NG
8¢ Fritfkuha, g N
The information obtained from |was A
trensmitted wl:las has been outlined in a memo- g
rendun to you, - A
E:l
Respectfully, b7C B
B e
o)
a
&
o

© L e e s <
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A. TAMM.

W 3k At this time Special Agent called
6?? - from New York, advising that he has now obtained the material
from with reference to the possible denaturalization
- of Fgitz Yubn.. as prepared the material in memorandum
form in two columns. The column on the left containg quota-
tions printed in the German language in Germany and perteins
to Germans in the United Stages; while the column on the right
contains quotations from thefDeutscher Weckruf und Beobachter,
the official organ of the Ge®*man-American Bund, published in
the United States. The quotations in the column on the right
indicate compliance with the instructions issued from Germany.

This memorandum is preparsd in German and will have p7C
,to be translated by the translator of the New York office,[::::]1373

[ kaid tha rould charge $35.00 for
this translation. Whil was on the phone I tele-
phonically communicated with you and was advised that it would
be appropriate for to pay the sum of $35,00
for his services in this comnection. I accordingly advised |
| lsaid that this would be handled immediately

and would be forwarded to the Bureau in the next couple of days.

[::;::::::;kaid that[::::::]has in his own personal
library the German books from which quotations are taken. I
took this occasion to point out to[:::::::;::Fhat in every in-
stance when the Bureau authorizes him to obtain information from
the latter shquld always specify the exact source in
detail from which he tdkes his quotations. I pointed out that

quotations are absolutely of no value to the Bureau unless they
can be shown to be authentic.

RO .
W cg;’m. ([ 9l =4
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Mr. Lester ..16“‘ i
Mr. McIntire.. MR
Mr. Nichols .......--

Mr. Quinn Tamm....

“Kulin Refuses =~
o - Immunity Waiver
7}/ - ' FrN_@t V' YORK, May 24,/UP.).

leader of th erman- ™
American Bund today refused o o
51gn a waiver of immunity to
appear before the New York
county grand jury after announc-;
ing less than an hour previously |
that he would do so. The leaderl'
conferred with Assistant District |
At‘ rney Sewell T, Tyng for Xol

: NOT ﬁf‘iCbﬁiU@@‘g b 61/)( A I 6)
{ 6 I8 4 i -7 TASHINGTON TINES-HERALD

May 28 denn




Tccounts of Kufin
Seized hy Dewey
In Bund Theft Hunt

$1,380 Disappeared .
During "'Raid," Chief!
1) Of 5 Groups Charges

;. That an investigation is now pe-!
Jing carried on by the District At~
‘torney’s office into “alleged grand:
larceny in substantial amounts” in
Fritz  Kuhn’s German-American;
:Bund and four other groups “all’
understood to be Nazi organizations’
at the same address” became known
today.

The inquiry was revealed by Paul:
E. Lockwood, executive assistant to
District Attorney Dewey, after Mr..

Kuhn angrily telephoned him yes-

terday to charge that $1,380 in cash
had disappeared from his office at
178 E. 8th St. during a “raid” by
the District Attorney’s men a week
ago yesterday. Mr. Kuhn tried to
talk to District Attorney Dewey and
was told to call at the office today
1f he wished to discuss the seizure.
Organizations Involved.

The organizations whose books and
bapers were seized on subpoena were
the A. V. Publishing Corp.,, the Ger-
man-American Settlement League,
Inc; the German-American Busi-
ness League, Inc.; the Bund, and
the German-American Front, Inc:

Prior to his telephone talk with'
Mr. Lockwood Mr, Kuhn said that,
“about a dozen men, describing
themselves as representatives of the
District Attorney’s office, forced en-~
trance to my office and took im-|
portant papers, filed, bank books,
canceled  checks and practically
everything away with them.” )

In that statement Mr. Kuhn, fio-
eording to the District Attorndy’s
|Pifice, was sald to have declajed
{ghat $1,800 in cash had disappea;
his later talk with Mr. Lockw,

e sum mentioned was $1,380]

Mz. Kuhn sald that James Wheel-
STt —secretary of the “SuinG=was

in the office at the time of the
“rald” and was “pushedq aside and
overpowered by men who broke in,
like murderers, like holdup men.”

Mr. Kuhn said he discovered this
state of affairs on his return from
-California yesterday. ‘

A statement issued by Mr. Lock-
wood last night declared that l\{[r.
Kuhn “returned to New York City
a week ago. His statement would
appear to be a sudden after thought
in gn attemt to exlapin the loss of
.part of “the funds, the absence of
which is under investigation. Al-
though he has been in the city a
week he has made no statement un-
'til this. afternoon, immediately fol-
lowing the questioning of Hill at
this office about the funds.”

Police Officer Present.

Te —the subpoenas were Serv
' [He received and agreed to an a
i |thenticated receipt for the d

‘luments delivered.
1 broken into.

No office wil
Hill made no obje

|| Hen—ta_gcompliance with, the. lay
“|fully served subpoenas.”

i)

‘Mr. Lockwood asserted that when

ooks were subpoenaed on May
,'El,le“a?n accountant attached to this
office and a police officer of the
City of New York were p;esent.
The books were subpoenaed in thke
course of an investigation of ceg-
tag alleged grand larceny in suf}-
stgntial amounts.
$James Wheeler Hill, secreta
of {the Bund, was ‘present at the,
¥
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=tfayor H alts I ssuance of Passports to @% -
And Two Bund Aides After One Slips Away

.completion of the

After the discovery that one of
the German-American Bund mem-
bers under investigation by the city
already had sailed quietly for Ger-
many, Mayor La Guardia tele-
graphed yesterday to Cordell Hull,
Secretary of State, asking him to
withhold approval of the passport
applications of ‘Fritz Kuhn, bund
leader, and two other members of
the organization. Secretary Hull
announced in Washington that the
Mayor's request had been granted.

The Mayor’s action came after a
report on the progress of the city’s
inquiry was made to him at the
World’s Fair City Hall by William
B. Herlands, Commissioner of In-
vestigation. Mr. Herlands, who has
been checking the bund’s payments
of city sales taxes on its uniforms
and publications, told the Mayor
that- Karl Nicolay, Brooklyn: bund
leader, sailed for Germany
about April 6. He departed before
city investigation
and Mr. Herla.n}is learned that
Kuhn and his two other associates
had applied ,for passports three
weeks ago.

In addition to Kuhn, according to

the Mayor, the bund ‘members who

;planned to leave the country are
Fritz Schwiering of 21 Scribner
Avenue, New Brighton, S. I., and
Gerhard Wilhelm Kunze of 92-39
Lamont Avenue, Elmhurst, Queens.
Sghwiering is business manager of
the A. Z. Publishing Corporation,
official publishers of the bund’s lit-

erature, and Kunze is ‘‘directorwvof
public relations and enlighten-
ments.””

Mr. Herlands began his investiga-
tion of the bund and its tax pay--
ments to the city Feb. 28, shortly
after the controversial Nazi mass
meeting was held in Madison
Square Garden.

In his message to Secrefary Hull

the Mayor declared that the three
bund members were planning to
leave the country before the end of ;
Mr. Herland’s inquiry, He said that |
the investigation should be com-;
pleted within a few days and-asked
the State Department to keep the:
passport applications in abeyance
until the sales tax inquiry had been
finished.

‘Mr. Kunze  said last night his
passport was to expire last March
and he applied for a renewal to
save $5 on fegs. He answered re-
ports that pressure had been
brought to speed issuance of the

passports by saying he has not yet |

received his and therefore
been ‘‘occasionally inquiring”
it 'was being held up.

Mr. Kunze assumed that Mr.
Kuhn and Mr. Schwiering had
merely applied for renewals, too,
although he was not sure. He said
none of them has any plans for
leaving the country.

‘““These are more of the samje
tricks we're getting used to,”’ sa
Mr. Kunze. ‘“We're not worried
things like that.”

had |

why |

)
)
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Mayor Blocks
Move to Leave U. S.

Passport applications by Fritz Kuhn, leader of the German-American Bund,
and two of his lieutenants, have been held up by the State Department in Wash-
ington, it-was learned here last night, after it had been announced that Mayor
LaGuardia had telegraphed Secretary Hull to defer validation of the documents.

: ' : 4 The State Department
indicated it was in complete
accord with the Mayor’s de-
sire and that the application
will be pigeon-holed until
the Federal Government is
sure that no official agency
urgently requires- Kuhn’s
continued presence in the
country, i

At present, one branch of the
Federal Government and. two
branches of the —city government
are probing the Bund.

Kuhn and the others, Fritz Sch-
wiering and Gerhard Kunze, afe
wanted in this jurisdiction undl
Commissioner of Investigati
| Herlands completes - his checkup

. Frjtz Kuhn (left), whose passport application is being held up by} .

St&te Department, is shown with Brooklyn Bund Leader, Karl§ )
.Ni¥olai, who it is said, sailed last month before men from Comm.} |
Herlands could subpeona him. .3 )
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nd and its officeyseiiomisey
investigating a reported failure to.
| pay the city sales tax,

Schwiering’s ‘business address is |
‘the A. Z. Publishing Corp., which
puts out the official Bund bulletin.
Kunze™1s the director of public
relations and public enlightment -of
~the Bund.

It was eaid the passport @ppli-|
cations were filedq after thef
Herlands investigation started. The)
Mayor pointed out in his wire that, ;
while men from the Commis-'|
-sioner’s office were trying to,
subpoena Karl Nicolai, leader of
‘the Brooklyn Bund, he sailed on
i April 6.
! District Attorney Dewey’s office
is also interested in Bund finances.
Two days ago, Dewey revealed he
had subpoenaed records in an in-
vestigation of “certain alleged
grand larcenies in substantial
amounts.”

The Department of Investlga-
. tion has been holding hearings on
| the Bund’s reported failure to pay
, taxes, chiefly on the tickets sold
"for its meeting at Madison Square ! N
. Garden two months ago.
" The Dewey office announced its
linterest after Kuhn charged its
,agents had broken into his office
'and taken $1,380 while he was in
'California..

+ Kuhn has appeared as a WItness
ibefore a number of committees
yduring the past two years.
. The best information available
'last night as to Kuhn’s .where-.
,abouts was obtained from the Ger-!
lrsnan American Bund at 178 E. 85th’
t .
1 “Tt is utterly impossible to get
'in_touch with Mr. Kuhn,” said an!
informant, introduced as ‘“Mr..
Kunzler—never mind the first
‘nam
Accordmg to Mr. Kunzler'
“Fritz Kuhn has*no intention
i of going away. The passport
' was just sent in for renewal, as
i is common.” We are paying no
i attention to the action of the
. Mayor. It is just another of his
i attempts to harass Mr., Kuhn.
We're quite used to that. Good
day."”

They Asked +_o:Leave.Wi'rh Kuhn

(AP Photo)
‘Bund-uniformed Fritz Kuhn wants. a passpor}
, from the U. S. But Mayor LaGuardia asks
that it be withheld because he wants
njatter of sales tax from Kuhn’s Bund’
forms settied flrst

(AP Photo),
ecretary of State Hull's unwillingness to issue passport to Frit

uhn extends also to the Bund Leaders axdes Fredenck Schw:er"
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f’é e Passpories—c— R
ToBeHeldUp~ | )

By the Associated Press.
~ WASHINGTON, May 13 —Applica-
;tions for passports for Fritz Kuhn,
'leader of the German American|
Bund, and two associates have been
held up by the State Department|
since early’ March, it was disclosed
‘today, because of an investigation of
the affairs of the three men by New '
York . City . authorities. The two :
‘associates ‘are Fritz Schwiering :and
‘Gerald Wilhelm Kunze, *

-Msdyor La Guardia of New York
telegraphed. Secretary‘ Hull yesterday|

King that issuance of passports b
Held up until ‘the investigation 1§
‘fompleted. The. State Departmen
ip: was.learned, will ‘comply with|
] ayor Lia Guard1a S {equest ¥
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H@rlands Cites Kllh]fla
| S Aides in Tax Probe

Fritz Kuhn, leader of the German-American Bund, and
!|at least three of his aides, were charged with sales tax irregu-
larities in a report submitted today by Commissioner of In-
Ivestigations William B. Herlands to Mayor LaGuardia.

'l The full text of the report, de- *
;|livered to the Mayor “on the run”|accused of ‘failure to make full
|as he dashed from the United|sales tax payments on the sale of
States Conference of Mayors atb|tickets to Bund affairs.

the Waldorf to the World’s Fair| Herlands declined to_make pub-)
|to participate in the opening Bfl ‘
ifthe Russian Pavilion, was not im-|

mediately available,

HELD SHORT IN PAYMENTS.
It was learned, however, that !
1 the Bund heads, whose applicatio!
fof passports to Germany recentl
were held up by the State Depar;
|mgnt at the Mayor’'s request, a

'many a month_ago. Bt
0. T —— |

Tic the names of others cited with
Kuhn until the Mayor h&d stuaied
the report.

In his request to Secretary of
State Hull to delay passport appli-
catlon}s, the 'Mayor included the
names§ of Fritz Schwiering, pub-
lisher of the Bund’s literature, and]:
Wilhellmm Kunze, publicity director
of the organization,

Karl Nicolay, leader of the
Brooklyn Bund, sailed for Ger-
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JEWEY STUDYING
 TOBUND CHARGES
ONMAYORPLEA

Mlsdeameanors Clted in
Tax Evasion Complaint -
- Carry Prison. Penalties-

- Fritz Kuhn and his German-Amer-~
lican Bund. became- a potential
"|Dewey target today as relief tax
evasion charges, prepared by order
of Mayor LaGuardia, were studied
at the District Attorney’s office.
There are moré than forty charges
in a forty-two page report appar-
ently designed as ground.work for
destruction -of the Bund. District
" Attorney Dewey received the report
last night, with a request that
proper criminal prosecution of Kuhn
and his henchmen be Uindertaken.
.. Each violation cited represents a
misdemeanor, punishable by -three
to six-months in prison. - .
Can’t. Find Records
_«Commlssmner of Investlgation
William B. Herlands, who directed
ithe investigation resulting in the
|thargec, stressed the “fact,that no

ior expenses, could be found.

. Yhey (Kuhn and his -associates)
‘Hade failed to produce any records
of fhe Bund,” Herlandg émd “and
i oufk accountants have- not had the
tadPantage of examining -any book
jor other documentary evidence per-
il taining to the bund.

|  “Membership records would have
| been of direct assistance to us in
:letermmlng the extent of the sale
and distribution of uniforms, pamph-
lets, books, swastika emblems and
similar articles.
“Kuhn and his assoc1ates have, in
‘our opinion, contumaciously demed
the present existence of any such:

records, either of Bund membership| -

records.”

meicha rmpathetic to the Bund.
Ke n Scraps of Paper )

Records of the league were kept.
on scraps of paper- and paper bags.
which were destroyed, . said Her-.
lands, so no information on its
financial activities could be ob-
tained.

Furthermore, said Herlands Kuhn
has never made a ﬁnanc1al account-
ing to Bund members Despite 1he
handicap of lack of records, Her:
lands men said they found sufficient
evidence to make ‘more than forty
charges of failing 'to Qomply with

ly was -"‘hdéd to “wenadradg for

provisions of the sales tax law, ‘'

Ten evasions of the emergency
relief tax laws' were listed, involv-
ing $871 in taxes and penalties. The
organization was accused of failing
to file sales tax returns. for various
periods, failing to registeér as a ven-
dor under the sales tax law, filing 3

false business! tax: return, failing tof

file personal property tax returns

and failing to keep proper records '

under the sales tax law.

Those named-in' addition to Kuhn
treasurer - of ' thef

are Max Rapp,-
German-American Business Leagte;
William T.ecudike, secretary . of.the
league; Richard> Mettin, .treasi er
of the A. V. Publishing Comp ¥
James Wheeler-Hill, national gec-
retary of the Bund and secretjry
of the publishingffirm; Max Buchte,
tailor- who made Bund umforms,
Karl Kienzler, president of Kienz-
ler and Schimpf{Inc.; Fred Hackl,
president of the Hackl Press, Inc.
.One of Accused Is Dead .

Metfin, who was thirfynine, died
early Tuesday at St."Vincent's Hos-
pital, West New Brighton,

about. seven years.
Since start of the  Herlandy in-
quiry, Karl Nicholaj,,

leader, and ‘Fritz Schweierng,. an-

other Bund leader, have. lef® this|

country. Schweiering left swithout
a passport.
‘Nicholai’s departure caused the

‘IMayor to ask Secretary of Stjte

Hull to withhold approval of pa 5=
port applications of Kuhn ahd
others, This was done. .

Sequel of Garden Rally- {
The ™ Herlands inquiry wa'
launched by request of the Mayo}'
:shortly after the Washington B1rth-[
Yday mass meeting of the Bund at:
(Madlson Square Garden. The Mayor:
rwas criticized for permitting the
meeling, an out-and-out Nazi rally,
and he answered that free speech)
applied to every one,

~ The Herlands report disclosed that
the German-American Bund and its
aftiliates constitute a one-man or-

FEast Eighty-fifth Street.

Kuhn was named as president of}
'the Bund, president of the German- ‘
?Amerlcan Business League, presiz]
~dent of the A, V. Publishing Com-

The leapue
itself as an

ganization headed by Kuhn, with|
Poffices in a two-room suite at 178}

-S. L|
He had been in the United. States|

of 267 St.|
Nicholas Avenue, Brooklyn Bund|
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Mayor Asks
- And 6 Aids

By thn Crosson and Warren Hall. R
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" rest within twenty-four hours of Fritz Kuhn, Ger-
n_lan-American Bund leader, and six of Kuhn’s prin-
cipal colleagues. Instructions were also issued for the

was rescinded when it was learned he had died o
blood poisoning Monday. The accused Bund officials{
including Kuhn, are charged with city tax frauds and.
| other violations punishable by$-— "~ "~ T

prison terms up to six years

Mayor LaGuardia last night demanded the ar-.

apprehension of a seventh associate, but this order;

.

named are James Wheeler Hill, ng-
tional secretary of the Bund; M4x
Rapp and William Leudtke, treak-:
urer and secretary of the German-.
American Business League; Mab
' Buckte, manufacturer of Bund uni-
‘foua: Karl Kienzler, officer of a
.company - which- imports swastika
temblems; and Fred Hackl; head of 2
"company which handles the Bund's
printing. - . . h

The seventh colleague mentioned
was Richard Mettin, treasurer of
"the A. V. Publishing -Co., which
issues the Bund’s official organ.
.The fact that Mettin died of ‘blood
. poisoning Monday in St. Vincent’s |
Hospital, Stapleton, 8. 1., was not
learned “until. several hours -after
the Mayor's instructions for his
arrest were announced.
. Services for Mettin, who- lived
‘at 29 Norwood Ave., Stapleton,
‘will be held today in the Wa

missioner of Investigation
William B. Herlands had sub-

- ual defendants.

~& .grand jury at once.

and fines totaling $6,000. The 42-page Herlands | report, Lo oy, Bgzzlﬁesgnciseg:;&%imr °
LaGuardia acted after Com-p="4biek=had been discussed eafﬁaﬁ?‘%’fé corp,or’ati:m‘s named dre th

in the day at a conference with!
the _Mayor and City Treasdrer Al-|
ermindo Portfolio, was formally
presented to LaGuardia at 5 P. M.
. &t the Summer City Hall.

- The Mayor promptly sent a mes-
-sage to District Attorney Dewey

+ submitting the facts set forth “for:
. such prosecutive action as you may
. deem proper.” -

Expects Immediate Arr.ests.

Herlands said he had recom-
mended immediate action and ex-
pected quick arrest of the individ-
Dewey was ex-
pected to present the evidnece to

Fritz Kphn'
His arrest expected.
mitted to him a report indicat-
ing records of the Bund had
been destroyed to thwart in-|

vestigation by theé city.

Herlands’ report suggested that
eriminal contempt proceedings be
jnstituted, and’implied that Kuhn’s
handling of the Bund’s ‘own finan:
cial affairs was not. entirely above
suspicion. - .

No Explanation' of Funds. .

In view of the manner in which
records were kept and because
there has been no explanation of
the disbursement of Bund funds,

Herlands said that “we believe it
. would be manifestly -a -matter of
considerable - interest to the Dis-
1. trict Attorney to ascertain whether
_there "has been any improper di-t
* yersion or embezzlement of fundsi
of the German-American Bund and |
_its affiliates.” _ _ '

- ing of a fraudulent tax return is

-$1,000 fine or not more than one

-ter as vendors, failing to keep

=Llnder the city tax laws, the fil-

2 -misdemeanor punishable by
year in the county penitentiary, or
both. Cash penalties may also be
collected on the unpaid taxes.
Kuhn and his associates and four
corporations are charged with five
other misdemeanors—ifailing to file
sales tax returns, failing to regis-

re_co_u_is to compute a sales tax,
failing to file business tax returns

L'Bésides: Kuhn, s the indi

German-American Business League
of 178 E. 85th St.; the A, V. Pub-
lishing- Co. of the saine address;
Kienzier & Sehimpf, -Inc,, 130 W.
424 St., importing firm for swas-

tika emblems; and the Hackl Press, |

Inc., 1554 Third Ave. :

Kuhn, at the office of the Bund
4t 178 E. 85th St., insisted he and
his associates were ‘not running
away from anything.”

Fails to Furnish Lists.

Herlands’ report said the investi- |

gation had been “greatly interfered
with and obstructed by the failure

of Kuhn and other Bund officials to |

produce membership lists and .a
number of other records.’
“Mémbership reports of the Buijd
would have been of direct assigt-
ance to us in determining the es-
tent of the sale and distribution of
uniforms, pamphlets, books, swas-

tika emblems and similar articles,”
the report declared. “Membership
records would have been of primary

importance in ascertaining the j¢if~
culation and income of the pubkishy

ing corporation. Kuhn and

istence of such records.”

hi”

Fﬂ iling to file personal prup- associates have, in our opinion, pon
erty tax returns. pers 'Eég——fﬁrfaciously denied the presentf ex
viduals

F.B L
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Jor Asks

Dewey to Ac{t

Prosecutzon of Kuhn

and 7 Aides Is Urged

By Herlands on Forty Accusatzon&—
4 Groups Linkéd to Nazi Leader

Mayor La Guardia laid last night
the groundwork that may lead to

“The facts set forth in the en-
closed report were developed in the

the destructlon of the__German-| course of a city tax investigation

this city -when
he sent copies of a forty-two-page
report listing more than forty vio-
lations of the relief tax laws to Dis-
trict Attorney Thomas E. Dewey
with a request that criminal prose-
cution be undertaken, where prop-

‘.er, against Fritz Kuhn, bund lead-

er, and his associates.

Each violation charged in the
Mdyor's list constitutes a misde-
meanor punishable by imprison-
ment from six months to three
years,

William B. Herlands, Commis-
sioner of Investigation, gave his re-
port to the Mayor at the World’s
Fair last evening, after an investi-
gation of the bund andits affairs
that. began soon after the Wash-
ington’s Birthday mass meeting of
the bund in Madison Square Gar-
den, Criticized for permitting the
meeting, the Mayor said at the time
that democracy meant the free ex-
pression of any school of political
thought. However, immediately
after the meeting he directed Mr.
Heflands to ascertain whether bund
officials had conformed with the

city relief tax laws. -7 T~
I3 his letter .to Mr. Dewey the
Mayor said:

“I transmit herewith a report and
affidavits of Commissioner of In-

{ vestigation Willlam B. Herlands

concerning eight individuals .apd
four corporations.

facts are submitted to you for such
prosecutive action against the said
eight individuals and four corpora-
tions as you may deem appropri-
ate.”

Abraham M. Bloch, Mr. Her-
lands’s chief law assistant, deliv-
ered the report to Mr. Dewey last
night.

Mr. Herlands believes they will not
attempt to leave the country.

He holds that belief despite his
discovery that Fritz Schweiering of
21 Scribner Avenue, New Brighton,
S. I,
out a passport on the liner Ham-
burg on May 3. Schweiering was
one of the bund leaders mentioned

asked the State Department to
withhold approval of passport ap-
plications for three individuals.

The Herlands investigation re-
vealed that the German-American

man 'organization -~ dominated by
Kuhn, which conducted activities
from a two-room suite at 178 East

was decorated three times
exploits against Allied troops.
Leaving no doubt that Kuhn was

§ o e Tt

ir

'y
B
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ROUTED TO |

— g E} chief target, the report named’

'him ag president of the bund,.

on the German-American Bund and
related groups and concerns. These .

{

Though none of the bund’

members is now under subpoena,
- records.”
!

sailed for Germany with-:

by the Mayor last week- when he’

Bund and its affiliates were a one-

! failu
—der_tie Saley Tax Law. .

‘mar] American Business Leagule’s
' chafter defined one of its activitfes

" service between the United States
"and Germany,”’ though its osten-

' printed, M.

. determining the extent of the sale
‘"and  distribution of

' Business

president of the German American
Business League, president of the
A. V. Publishing Company, and
presjdent of the German Amerigan
Frogt. The report said the Cler-

as the conduct of ‘“‘an information |

sible object was to promote business |
for merchants sympathetic with the
aims of the bund.

Though thousands of application
formsg for the bund have been
Herlands told the
Mayor, Kuhn professed inability to
produce a membership list.

“In fact,”” he said, ‘‘they have
failed to produce any records of the
bund, and our accountants have
not had the advantage of examin-
ing any book or other documentary
evidence pertaining to the bund.
Membership records would have
been of direct assistance to us in

uniforms,
pamphlets, books, swastika em-
blems and similar articles. Kuhn
and his associates have, in our
opinion, contumaciously denied the
present existence of any such

Hold Violations Established

Slmllarly, Mr. Herlands said, the
records of “the German American
League were kept on
scraps of paper and paper bags,
which were destroyed, with the re-
sult that the investigators,could not
trace its financial activities, De-
spite the difficulties, the investiga-
tors said they had been able to es-
tablish the forty-odd violations be-
yond question.

Mr, Herlands pointed out that
Kuhn had never made a financial
accounting of any kind to the bund
members.

Detailing the alleged v1olatlcns of
law committed by the bund and its
officers, Mr. Herlands ligted ten
evasions of the emergency relief tax
laws involving $871 in taxes and
penalties. The organization was
accused of failure to file dales tax
returns for various tax periods, of
having failed to-register as a ven- |
dor under the Sales Tax Lawf of
having filed a false business taxjre- |,
turn, Jof having failed to file per-
sonal jproperty tax returns an wOf |,
to keep proper records an- |
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‘died early Tuesday at St. Vincent's

In addition to Kuhn, thé person
named in the report are Max Rapp,
treagurer of the German-American
Business League; William Leudtke,
seciptary of the league; Richird
Mettin, treasurer of the A. V. Phb-
lishing Company; James Wheeler-
Hill, national secretary of the bund
and secretary of the publishing con-
cern; Max Buchte, tailor who made
bund uniforms; Karl Kienzler,
president of Kienzler & Schimpf,

Inc.; Fred Hackl, president of the were accused of sixteen tax eva-.

Hackl Press, Inc. |
Mettin, who was 39 years old,

Hospital, West New Brighton, S. I.
He had entered the hospital about
a week earlier, from his home, 29
Norwood Avenue, Clifton, S. I. He
had been in the United States about
seven years, it was said last night.
The four corporations listed are
the Hackl Press;
Schimpf, importers of swastika
jewelry; the A. V. Publishing Com-
pany and the German-American
Business League. All four were in
the business of printing bund litera-
ture or supplying bund members
with uniforms and paraphernalia.

Brooklyn Leader in Germany

Since the Herlands inquiry began
on Feb. 28, Karl Nicolay of 267 St.
Nicholas Avenue, Brooklyn Bund
leader, sailed for Germany after
learning that subpoenas were ready

. for service on him, Schweiering’s|
departure without a passport was| ¥

not discovered, until yesterday. If :
he returns he will face trouble with
the Federal immigration inspectors.

Aside from Kuhn, the principal]
figure in the pro-Nazi organiza-
tios, the others listed in the report
appkared to the investigators as
smdll figures. The A.V, Publishing
Corporation, with Kuhn at its hahd,

wag accused of ten viclations of jthe V:

emergency tax laws involvingfan!
estimated $50. Despite the small;
amount, each violation if proved:
constitutes a misdemeanor punish--

m—t

Keinzler & - gome objects and that their finan-

| In'the case of the A. V. Publish-|
. ing Company, Mr. Herlands said it

to thred years.

{Thx. Buchte, the bund tailor, who
liveg at 1,618 Jefferson Avenue,
Brgbklyn, and has his shop at 991
Wyckoff Avenue, Queens, was ap-
cused of five tax violations involy-
ing $897 with penalties. Kienzler
Schimpf, with XKarl Kienzler &s

8
: abldby jail sentences of six months\

| president, was accused of three

violations involving $50. The Hackl
Press and Fred Hackl as president

gions with a tax penalty liability
totaling $2,586, the largest amount
claimed by the city from any of-
those investigated.

Groups’ Affairs Interwoven

Though Kuhn'contended that the.
various organizations were distinet, |
|Mr. Herlands declared in his affi-
‘davit that all had essentially the

.cial affairs were interwoven. He
‘declared the

German-American |

‘Business League had failed to file|
' sales tax returns on all occa,?ions '
'except one, adding -that the single |

. exception occurred when a city in-
, spector had checked sales and the
' tax payments.

.was the publisher of DNeutscher|

 Weckruf und Beobachter, official |
‘organ of the bund, as well as pub-|
lisher of various pamphlets and}

' year-books used by bund members.
] After signing the Herlands report.
for transmission to Mr. Dewey,’
Mayor La Guardia said he wou
let the report speak for itself,
Kuhn served on'the French fro
ring four years of the war an]
merged as a first lieutenant.
holds the Iron Cross, First and See-

the Wurzburg Cross: “~

3

ond Class; the Bavarian Cross and
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Dewey Gets Criminal —
- Gharges Against Kuhn

Fritz Kuhn, “fuehrer” of the German-American Bund, seven other individ-
uals and four corporations were accused of criminal offenses yesterday in a re-
port submitted by Commissioner of Investigation William B. Herlands. N
; g Arrest of Kuhn and six others appeared imminent last

% night as Mayor LaGuardia turned the report over to Dis-
trict Attorney Dewey ‘“For sueh prosecution as deemed
appropriate.” : : :

; The eighth man, Richard Mettin, died of blood pois-

oning Monday, the Daily Mirror learned late last night. L

, ‘Herlands’ report was the ‘result of a sales tax inves-
tigation started Feb. 28, but Kuhn is charged with more

(Mirror)
Fritz Kuhn,
German-
American
Bund chief,
is shown
(right)
as he
. conversed
with James
W hesler Hill
(left),
national -
Seécretary
of the Bund.
Both men
are among
- those accused
© of criminal
y ‘offenses. -

F
|tHan sales tax evaslons. Herlands, calling Kuhn the
“3nan01a1 dictator” of the Bund and allied organizations,
said he filed a false business tax return, failed to file
w pegsonal property tax returh,
3 andl failed to co-operate wifh
thé investigators by prodde-
ling certain recoytimmmmmrrr__
i

I
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Herlands " also stated that Fritz
Schwiering, business ‘manager of
theyA. V. Publishing Corp., one of !
| the} accused corporations, fled the
couptry without a passport on
1 Ma} 3, sailing on the S. S. Ham-

Jburg. Mr. Herlands said Schwier-

ing was under investigation with
the others in the sales tax inquiry.

notified Mayor LaGuardia that if
Schwiering evéer returns to the
United States he will be prosecuted
on the grounds of illegal depar-~
ture.

Last Friday the Mayor, asked
| the State Department to hold up
the passport applications of
Schwiering, Kuhn and another
Bund leader, Gerhard Wilhelm
Kunze. It was not known at that
time that Schwiering had already.
sailed.. )

|  Thoese Accused |

The corporations named by Her- -
lands are the German-American
;| Business League and the A. V.
Publishing Corp., both headed by
Kuhn at 178 E. 85th St.; the Hackl
)| Press, Inc., of 1554 Third Ave.,
"|alleged to have done printing for
fthe Bund; and Kienzler &
i| Schiempf, of 130 W. 42nd St., al- |
leged to have supplied the Bund =«
with swastikas, frags and other K
| articles.

The State Department last night

Germlan-American Business Leag} e-}
and the A, V. Publishing Corp. }

Max Rapp, of 1237 College Av »
the Bronx, treasurer of the Busi-
i ness League. ’ .

William' Leudtke, of 120 Samp-
son St., Garfield, N. J., secrefary
and general manager of the
Business League.

Richard Mettin, of 29 Norwo
Avelf Staten Island, treasurer {¢f
| the |Bund and also of the A, .
Publishing Corp. (Nettin‘ didgd

"~ if Monflay.)

| James Wheeler Hill, of 326 E.
83rd St., secretary of the Bund

M

:[and‘also of the A. V. Publiehimg

orp)
May Buchte, of 1618 Jefferéon!
[Ave., Brooklyn, a custom tailor, .

.Ka Kienzler, president of,
'Kllgn deréz Schiempf.

re ackl, president

Hackl Press, Inc.p' i of the

The tailor, Buchte, ig alleged to
“have supplied ‘storm “trooper uni-
forms worn by members of the|
Bund, Herlands said the tay liabil-
ity against Buchte was $397.06,
againgt the Hackl Pregs $2,986.31,
the German-American Busingss
‘I.:ea'g e $871.03, the A, V. Pyb-
lishink Corp. $50.80, and Kiengler
& Schiempt $50.70. L
The' Commissioner’ complainéd '

~ that hé had been greatly ham-|

i| The alleged sales tax ‘evasions

|| The presidents of the Hackl K
;| Press and the supply company
| Were among the individuals nathed, .
| THe complete list of individhals
fojlows:
ritz Kuhn, of 83-42 73rd4St.,
i Jackson Heights, Queens, president
l&fthe German-American Bund, the

o~

]

—

| were on uniforms, emblems and red in ascertaining ‘the trua
Hiterature. -| fnancial set-up of the Bund arfd its

indred bodies because of the ail. -

e of Kuhn and others to profluce |

embership lists and other docu-
ments, and also because of the fact |
that Kuhn hag maintained “one- .
man control” over the finances and
is the only man who really under-
stands them.’

Herlands mentioned possibla -

! contempt action against Kuhn in

this regard. Subpoenas earlier .
were issued for Kuhn, Hill and
thiir membership records and bank
adeounts, and District Attor ey
Dewey’s men seized various recofds
eqrly this month. But Herlahds
révealed that even this seizure ad
failed to bare the desired facts.
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ayor and Dewey
- Vie for Kuhn Scal

By William Rice and Gerald Duncan. '
The matter of making life misérable for Fritz Kuhn,
Fuehrer of men who like to wear bright buttons and Sam
Browne belts and play at soldiering, yesterday turned into a
tussle for glory between Mayor LaGuardia and District
Attorney Thomas E. Dewey. ¢ -

Prosecutor Dewey /slapped the|was demanded within twenty-four
Mayor on the wrist bgr calling his|hours by LaGuardia on Wednesday
sales tax charges small potatoes | night. . Not to appear a shrinking

- - violet in the sunlight of newsprint,
Kuhn took some verbal pokes at
" both the Mayor and Commissioner
of Investigation William B. Her-
lands, as well as Dewey. ‘

Gets John Doe Summq‘hs. ‘

Said Kuhn, a stickler for aec.
curacy. in public utterances:

“I’m not running away from the
Jew Herlands and that litt}e Red,
LaGuardia.”

At least he wasn’t running. He
waited all day in the barri cks of
the German-American Bund?' at 172
E. 85th St. for arrest, taking only
twenty minutes out for lunch. He
was there when a Dewey detective
arrived at 4:30 P. M. with a_sub~
boena requiring Kuhn's presdnce
Monday before a John Doe i es-
tigation by Dewey’s Grand J

Snorted Kuhn: y

“Here I’ve been waiting ald day
tp_bgl arrested and ’ EI_I theyj do is

1

Frigz Kuhn as he arrived at Ger-

maj-American Bund office at 172

E. B5th St., yesterday, where he
ited all day to be arrested,

and“summoned the Fuehrer before
the Grand Jury to testify concern-
ing “alleged substantial felonies.”
Kuhn," meanwhile, stuck out hisy
chest and waited for arrest, which .

1A

>

-~

F.B. L

/191939
N. Y. C,
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bpoena. And
bet I'm the John Doe.”

He probably wags correct in his
supposition, a John Doe ing iry
being a device used by the Gri nd
Jury to conceal the object of {its
investigation from a witness., -

Demanded Arrest of 7. -
Mayor LaGuardia‘ had demanded
the arrest of Kuhn and six of his
subalterns in the German-Ameri-
can Bund, after a report from Com-

missioner Herlands charging six
misdemeanors punishable by prison
terms up to six years and fines
totaling $6,000, |

Dewey, with' an informal “Dear .
Fiorello,” told the Mayor by way
of reply to his demand:

“I have your letter of May 17,
enclosing the report of the Com.
missioner of Investigation, sug-
gesting that certain misdemeanors
have been committed by the Ger-
man-<American Bund and related I
1corporations and individuals in
failing to comply with local laws
concerning the sales tax of the
City of New York. It is also sug-
gested that the books of the Bund
might be examined, :

“Books of the_,Gerngn—Ameri{?m '

rhand me a sub you eang

Bund and related corporations wjere
subpoenaed by my office on Maky 2
and have been in. process of ex-
iamnation since that date. o This
'wag In the course of an investiga- \
of certain alleged substantial |
‘{fefoniés which my office has been
lconducting for the past several
| weeks, .
. “Accordingly, I fnave directed
that the alleged misdemeanors be
presented. to the Grand Jury, in
conjunction with the major investi-
gation now in progress.”

Dewey closed with a “sincerely.
yours.”

The Mayor had no immediate
retort. Kuhn, however, had plenty

f
;
i

say.
“T gm thinking of writing to the
»>Governor .and asking” Dewey's ve-]
oval because he broke the law,”
announced. ' .
Dewey was not advised immed-
Jately, and there was no telling
Lhow alarmed he might_be.

U
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n Alleged Fund Shortage,
Viewed as ‘Felonies’

PUTS CITY CHARGE.NEXT

Prosecutor, Replies to Maybr
Thayfldx Evasion Also
280 Be Looked Into

fritz, Kuhn, German-American
RIITETICT W3,

subpoena yesterday to appear nex
Monday morning before the New
York County grand jury in the in-
vestigation = District Attorney
Thomas E. Dewey ordered more
than a month ago into the bund

and related corporations in connec-|
tion with alleged shortages in the ;

funds, ’

The subpoena was served on Kuhn
in his office at 178 East Eighty-
fifth Street, it was said, about the
time District Attorney Dewey was

making public a communication, re- )

plying to one from Mayor La Guar-
dia the day before, in whicéh the
Mayor asked the prosecutor to in-
vestigate the books of Kuhn’s con-

cerns under the.city’s sales tax|

laws.

Mr. Dewey informed Mr. La Guar- |

dia. that he had already taken be-

fore the grand jury the matter of |

the alleged shortages in the bund’s
funds, which he described as ‘‘al-

leged substantial felonies,” and on|.
receipt of the Mayor’s communica- ||

tion had ordered that the sales tax
matter also be laid beforé the grand
Jjurors. . N
& ‘Will you answer the subpoena, on
Monday?’’ Kuhn was asked.
“I shall,” he replied instantly,
“Will you waive immunity in r-
.} der to give your testimony?’’
*  “I shall,”” Kuhn again repligd
" ‘with military terseness.

“Do you care to make any stabe-
ment in connection with the service
of the grand jury subpoena™ on

_you?” :

enas Nazi Group Leader.

k "ﬁ&,‘; he said at first, but as an|;

. afterthought continued: ‘‘There
. was no need to serve a subpoen
gon me. I would have appeared b
4fore the grand jurors without
gsubpoena, had they asked me, Thj
whole thing will end merely in
subpoena having been served
me. That’s all it amounts to.”
> Mayor La Guardia sent his com-
' munication to Mr. Dewey Wednes-
' day after receiving a report from
Commijssioner of Investigation Wil-
liam B. Herlands on his inquiry
into the alleged failure of Kuhn
and his associates in the Bund and
‘its three so-called subsidiary cor-
i porations to comply with the city
tax laws.
The Mayor asked Mr. Dewey to
' begin ‘‘prosecutive action’ against

seven men associated with Kuhn
. in thém. Mr. Herlands had said in

" liabilities and penalties had been
uncovered, ¥
Dewey’s Reply to Mayor

Mr. Dewey’s letter to the Mayor
" follows: ’ )
Déar Fiorello: :

I have your letter of May 17, en-
closing the report of the Commis-

that certain misdemeanors have
been committed by the German-
American Bund and relatéed cor-
porations and individuals, in faijl-
ing to comply with local laws con-
cerning the sales tax of the City
of New York. It is also suggested
that the books of the bund might
be examined. -

Books of the German-American
"Bund and ‘related corporations
were subpoenaed by my office on
May 2 and have been in process
of examination since that date,
This was in the course of an in-
vestigation of certain alleged sub-.
stantial felonies which my office
has been conducting for the past
sefyeral weeks.

. ccordingly, I have directed
. that the alleged misdemeanors be
alfo presented to the-grand jury
, inkconjunction with the major in-
vestigation now in progress.
) Sincerely yours,
. - L THOMAS E._ DEWEY. |

Kuhn, the four corporations and|"

his report to the Mayor that a;
suspected total of $4,855 in tax 1

sioner of Investigation suggesting . 4

On May 2 attachés of the District
Attorney’s office, accompanied by
‘a policeman, by direction of Paul
Lockwood, executive assistant dis- )’
trict attorney; seized the books o
the four corporations in the. Eas
Eighty-fifth Street office and too!
them to Mr. Dewey’s office. Kuh
a week later complained that thg .
office was “‘ralded’ when he was |
on a trip and charged that $1,380
| had been.taken from his personal
. desk while the books were being
seized, :

He complained about the loss of
the money over the telephone to

. Mr. Lockwood after he learned that
James Wheeler Hill, one of his ac-

! tive lieutenants in the bund’s af-

" fairs, had appeared at Mr. Dewey’s

. office twice on invitation and had

submitted to questioning by Assist-

" ant District Attorney Frank Sever-
ance.

Mr. Lockwood denied that any
money had been taken from Kuhn's
office when the books were seized,

! Two flays later Kuhn, on Mr, Lock-
', wood’s invitation, appeared at the
i Distiict Attorney’s office’for ques-}
', tioning, but at the end of two hourséﬂ'

! neitler he nor Mr. Lockwood would
| revéal what had taken place.

!

i
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hy So Secret? o
! §# In his report on the German Amgrican ’
‘| Bund, which has been passe& on to the Dis- .
~|trict Attorney’s office, Commissioner of!| - >
Investigation William B. Herlands spoke ‘of
the same scarcity of records which retarded
the Dies committee’s dxggmg into-Nazi af-
fairs last fall.

Mr. Herlands found that many fmanua]
, ‘|transactions ‘could not be traced because ac-
counts were kept Yemporarily on scraps of
paper in paper bags and then destroyed.|
‘| Fritz Kuhn, the Bund leader, according to Mr.
Herlands, never had 'made any financial ac-
counting. Neither was thére any list 'of

membesr.
When the Dies.committee called its Bund ‘ . ¢
|witnesses last summer it found almost no ) /
| correspondence or other evidence. Just after' ‘
{that investigation was ordered Kuhn had gent [ {

{lgtters to all Bund leaders and agents infthe
nited States ordering them “to destroy at
ce” all evidence or correspondence -which:
J|hight link the Bund' with the Nazi govern-.
ment bureaus in Germany.
Aside from such painstaking concealmént,
being the most suspicious possible action, it:
Imust be admitted that the Bund has actéd.
prudently. Its underground actxvmes cannot
be traced by ordinary méthods because its
|trail is obliterated. That would make the
P perfect crime. {
Commissionér Herlands and Mayor La’
Guardia are completely right and proper,
however, in asking the prosecutor’s office to
look into the Bund regardless. American
firms and individuals must pay taxes, keep
irecords and render an accountitg. The Bund,
iproclaims itself the most American of .
rganizations, and there’s no alien exemptipn:
. ifue to it. It’s time to discover what itjis F. B. I
"L ' Yhat the Bund is so anxious to conceal. T

et
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—==Bund Waning, ___~
Legion Reports

By the Associated Press,

.BUFFALO, May 19.—With the|

assertion that “Naziism and the
Bund are extinct in Western New
York,” an American Legion official
revealed today that 75 former mem-
bers of the German-American Bund
had invited Legion members. to a
picnic and dinner -at their onetime
“Bund Camp.”

Paul Wansley, chairman of the
Erie County American Legion Am-
ericanization Committee, said the

_picnic would take place June 3 at|
Camp Porterville, near East Aurora, .
{ where he said at one’ time “Bundf|i
activities drew as many as 400 en- |,

.thusiasts on week-ends.”
{ The former Bundsmen, Wamsley
y said, “have renounced. the Bu
.§ unforms and goosestep parades, ar

are devoting themselves to a stu

of 100 per cent Amencamsm »
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- NATION ‘WAKING UP;
. BUND LEADER ASSERTS

'Ku‘n, at Yaphank Nazi Catp,
Sees Drive on Reds

Special to THE NEW YoRK TIMES,
YAPHANK, L. 1., May -21.—The
alleged plot to establish a fascist re-
.gime in this country, as revealed by
the Dies committee ig evidence that
the nation is ‘‘waking up’’ to the
fight the German-American Bund
has been carrying on against com-
~munism, Fritz Kuhn, .national lead-
er of the bund, declared this after-
noon at ceremonies marking the
season’s opening at Camp Siegfried, |
* the Nazi recreation field here.
Referring to Dudley P. Gilbert|
o Jand Major Gen. George Van Horn
| Moseley, retired, who were men-
‘ tioned in testimony before the com-
mittee as active opponents of ‘‘sub-
) versive elements,” Mr. Kuhn said
{ “the \big men of this country are
: now coming into the battle against Bt
communism.’’ . CT
Three thousand bund. members:
and their friends, including 300 uni-
formed storm troopers, attended the
exercises. The crowd booed when
the World’s Fair was mentioned by
‘Wilhelm Kunzer, who referred to it o
as the ‘‘so-called World’s Fair.”
Mr. Kunzer, who is the national
youth leader of the bund, de-
nounged ‘‘so-called Americans’’ who-
1took part in the dedication of the
1 Soviet pavilion and ‘‘have the au-
dacity, to compare the Revolgtion

of 1776 with the godless, athgdistic ;
1 overthrow in Russia in 1917.” !
Most of his speech was devbted: v
to §n appeal for .funds to supbort U FEPERAL BUREM 1 £ 1y oqpcns 5y
bunfl activities. He said justice 3. VEPARTMENT UF JUSTIC:
'could not be obtained in this coun- MAY
'try §‘‘unless you have the money
with which to fight for it.” 22 ]939
R oz%-'ii’:ﬁ ) i L
R R
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UND LEADERS
* VISIT DEWEY

Kuhn Queshoned for About{
Half an Hour.

LONG SESSION FADES -OUT|

National Secretary Accompanies|
Him to Conference. -

Fritz Kuhn, German-American|
'Bund leader, whose possible ‘de-
tention on charges at the instance]

of Mayor LaGuardia and other city
officials was vaguely rumored- last
week, appeared today at the office|
‘of -District Attorney Thomas E.
Dewey where he was questioned
for about half an hour. ;
He was accompanied by James |
,Wheeler-Hill, national secretary of|,
‘the bund, and while the bund lead-|
‘er was retic‘ent as to the subject
‘matter of his examination he did
ispy that he had come to Mr. Dew-
‘dy’s office voluntarily. He is a
ady under subpena from th
osecutor’s office, as he stated ifi |
-ah interview several days ago. Both |
iHe and his companion were nattily |l
‘attired in light gray suits and both |
'seemed cheerful as they faced.re-
‘porters, photographers and news-|.
reel men at the entrance to thef
3Cr1m1nal Courts Building. .
. Kuhn said in answer to. ques-!
ltions that he had not communi-
icated with District Attorney Dewey
.since he received his subpcena and
that none of his aids had been
subpenaed. He was asked if he
knew what was going to happen
to him and he replied that he did
‘not. The two men went at once to!
12, sixth floor office where they were!
lquestioned by - Assistant Dlstncty
iAttorney Frank Severance. The!
iprosecutor’s ‘office maintained si-|
}lence on the errand. It ‘was re-
ported that the bund leader ‘would!
be asked to sign a waiver of im-,
'munity as a preliminary to his ap-
‘pearance before the Grand Jury.
hen Mr. Dewey was asked about'
jthiis the reply returned was
icdmment.”” It was said ‘that
'Khhn signed he would be immf
,dl tely taken before the )
rJury :

“Iceived had been served on him in

. their brief stay.

fuhn had told reporters last week
thgt he would waive immunity and
tedtify willingly. After remainin
jinf the office half an hour, how
ev2r, Kuhn and Wheeler-Hill bot
left the building. f
The subpeena which Kuhn re-

connection with District Attorney
‘Dewey’s investigation of alleged
:shortages in. funds of the Bund and
related corporations. Tt was said|
.that Kuhn might also be requested|
to tell something of the business
-affairs of the Bund following the
letter ‘sent by Mayor LaGuardia to
‘the prosecutor asking an jnvestiga-
tion of possible failure of the var-
ious enterprises involved to pay the
city sales taxes in full.

. Commissioner = of Investigation
William: B.-Herlands was said to
have reported to the Mayor lastl:
week that a suspected total of
$4,855 in tax -liabilities and penal-
\tles had been found in his investi-|
gation of the Bund: affaxrs and km— '
drkd enterprises.

. hen Kuhn and the Bund sec
teyy arrived it was said they mig}
b questloned all day and surprise
'was expressed by court offlcmls,

~

. The German-American Bund '
opened Camp Siegfried, its summer
camp, at Yaphank, L. I., yesterday:
with a parade and speech program,
but no beer. Kuhn said a heer
license had been obtained last
Wednesday but that it was revoked
'on Friday, so the 10,000 visitors to
‘the camp had to be content with
goft drinks until” it was” léarned
that beer was to’be had at a near—
by inn.
""In the speeches of Bund lqaders
there were the customary denuncia- |
Stions- of "the Jewish-communist-
‘atheist international.”” The .Ord-
‘nungst Dienst guards’ umforms !
were said by Kuhn to be American
‘uniforms and he called the atten-
‘tibn of reporters-to the absence of )
‘German  flags. American an
‘Bund flags were displayed, the la,
‘tdr being red and white with smafll
astikas at the top.
———
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i DEWEY AIDE QUIZZES KUHN ON TAX EVA oK,

Fritz huhu accompanied by his aire, James Wheelel

Hill, today appeaued at the District Attomeyb office in re

sponse to a subpoena. - He was reported to have refiised t)
sign a waver if immunity to appear before a Grand Jury in-
‘investigating alleged. sales tax evasions and suspected erim-
inal offenses committed by officials of his organization. He
left after 25 minutes’ questioning by Assistant District At{
 torney ‘Frank Severence. : , ‘h
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. Fritz Kuhn Romancesﬁ;%w

Captured Heart of His Best Friend’s

»

Spouse, Bundsman’s Mate Says

By ARTHUR MEFFORD

NEW YORK, May 31—New evidence in poss
eral and State authorities today pictures Frit

ession of Fed-
Luhn as a ran-

dom lover who tossed off the old for ‘the new with abandon .

Among the conquests. of the
‘portly German-American Bund,
ileader, indicted last. week by Dis-
trict Attérney Dewey\/as' “a com-

mon thief,” according to a letter|.
written by his oyn.wife~Flsa, was! -

his capture of the heart of his
best friend’s wife.
| Written Three Years Ago
! Written in German aboard, the
's. s. Bremen . three years ago,
while Mrs. Kuhn, herself active
in Bund circles; was accompany-
{ing her husband on a visit to Ger-
| many to attend the Olympic games
land report to Adolf Hitler, the
document vmdly sets forth her
heartache.
(Name deleted to protect the
Iman.) )
“Dear Mr, R—-: Once again
I write you in good intention. All

© .|I want is to ask you to get your

wife back- and help me to wipe
out this .dirty matter. Imagine
yoy, there are two children.  To-

old. ,

¥ husband has no money to
isupport your - wife besides. “The
troit stands behind me, There
will be a great scandal. I waif
for your immediate answer. My
.address, Munich, Walhalla Str, 42.

'“She Has Condemned Se_lf”

. “I don’t want any more excuses
itrom " your .wife;
{demned herself.

’dld not like the ‘secretary’ of the;
Bunds head in Detroit.

eople are not so- dumb.
‘It was 1 who protected

order to revent any dirtyl
g&uﬁ My hugband had gtxren
his word of honor that ti
'Would be only his family he ca
for; that between him
everything wou

sHed. He declare
xi:o’ his daughter Waltraut ]
|athut 13), hewwas’ Yonly in.

whh her mother. 4%

eIC: City magistrate, since be

N

mdrrow, Walter will be nine years|

whole branch of the Bund at De-|

3

and 1\’%1
1d be Iy

4 the same thing arole
(then, :

k2

she” ‘has con-
Besides, people’

our ‘German army petty officer, was-

i

IR

i

MRS. FLORENCE AMP
Dewey charges- |bundls '
nygssing money was. usdd
td move her effects Eadgt.

. Mr. Tolsen. .__._....
- ) Mr. Nathan ... ?'Z’ /
. Mr. E. A. Taxdad]
as again accuseds=emd—i0 Mr. Clogs ¥

avold further conflict with the law T TES e
emigrated to Mexico. This was, My, Coffey .o..ocoo.
in’ 1923. ' Mr, Crowl..... oo

. Three or four years later; Kuhn,, R
according to the- authorities, went R
to Detroit, where he won the sym- M. Foxworth .
' pathies” of the German colony by e, Ciavin *( J
his story of having been robbed G ‘
of- his $5,000 stock in a Mexico Pr. Farho ...
City jewelry store. Pt Tester
Turned to Bund . 2ocintire L ...

For a time Kuhn was active’ in }ir. Nichales........
the affairs of .the Friends. of Na-| Quior Tamm....
ture Club, a Detroit German So-{ .
ciety not particularly friendly tol (et ATAQY o ceen
the Nazi German government, but|: ) Miss Gandy . ...
switched his -affiliations to the|
“bund when a member obtained for | i -

. ‘veal all the facts-of'\gjs .past to
. 'the Detroit Naturalizati ureau

»

T e

him -a job-as an Xray plate de :
veloper in Ford: ‘Hospital. ' "

The Federal authorxtxes are par-|
‘ticularly interested- in the strap-
.ping bund leader’s failure ‘to re-

when he 'took out -citizéhship
Jpapers in 1934. -

Federal agents are also.investi-
'gating..the disappéarance of a
‘bund-owned automobile which was
borrowed by the usually jocular
leader,

Kuhn, according .to  information
given to authorities by Detroit|
bundsmen, todok a leave of ab-|
sence and drove the car. to San:
. Prancisco, Los Angeles, Portland|
and Seattle.. - i

Retut‘-ns Sans Car

Tt was on this trip that Kuhn{
became acquainted with Mrs. Flor-
ehce Camp, blond grass-widow of
a once-rich California eil operator.
It. was alleged in Dewey’s indict-!
ment of Kuhn last week that part'

a German -m
behalf of our- m
for your immedlate answer.,

“ELSA KUHN.”

hree years ago,

‘Wife have splglt 153
hectic blonde, - nd re-
“head troubles-the redhead being
‘a Detroit woman named Erma,
' Who hroke with him after her 19
:ly ;Jegldto s;lz; nbeiged the Bund
clpent dgris ¥y her to avoid in-

uhn Once Imprisoned

Other records in Dpossessign of

These' United States Attorney Cahill pur-

bort to show that Kuhn, then a

imprisoned in Germany.
After serving four months %n
Jaill, Ruhn's brother, a Mumick

COme pros:
S| ecuting attomey and a man of
honor and influence, obtamed hls

.A

Sm

11; This is the truth, NOW] é,ctsteahng from bund funds was

an; of honor onused to move Mrs. .Camp’s belong- |
ovement. I -wait!

was  written {bundsmen,
hn. and his;
ause of his!

.of the $14,548 he is accused of’

ings here from Ios "Angeles andw
thence to Cleveland.

i ‘Kuhn, according to Detr01t|
returned from the;
Western trip by train.-Asked what:
he had done with the bund catr, he
was quoted:

“T had a Vvery narrow escape
Driving along the Pacific ‘Coast
something went wrong with the
‘steering gear and the car sudden-
1y went.over the cliff, falling hun-
dreds of feet down on the rocks. It
was completely demolished.”

.Several Detroit Bundsmen no-
ticed Kuhn bore not a scratch and
pointedly called this to his atten-
tion. They said they made in-
" quiries "and- found the Californj
egon and Washington auf}
ies had no record of such
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NEW YORK--FRITZZKUHN WAS REFUSED PERMISSION TO EXAMINE THE MINUTES
oF THE GRAND JURY WHICH INDICTED HIM ON GRAND LARCENY AND FORGERY
CHARGES IN THE ALLEGED/THEFT OF $14,548 OF THE BUND'S MONEY.

JUDGE CORNELIUS JCOLLINS ALSO DENIED KUHN'S ATTORNEY THE RETURN OF
0OKS AND RECORDS 8EIZED AT BUND HEADQUARTERS AND REFUSED, AS AGAINST
HE LAW, A REQUEST THAT THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE DISCLOSE THE

NAMES OF WITNESSES.
KUHN ISSUED A PREPARED STATEMENT CHARGING THAT HE IS BEING PERSE-!
CUTEDe ~
6/2 ON1253P 4E-J
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NEW YORK--FRITZCKUHN VAS HELD IN $5,000 BAIL AFTER PLEADING
KoT GUILTY TO ALL 12 COUNTS OF AN INDICTMENT CHARGING HIM WITH “
GRAND LARCENY AND FORGERY IN CONNECTION WITH ALLEGED SHORTAGES IN - °
THE ORGANIZATION'S FUNDS. . ' o
KUNN WAS BROUGHT TO THE GENERAL SESSIONS COURT ROOM FROM -
POLICE HEADQUARTERS WHERE HE HAD BEEN PARADED IN THE BRIGHT LIGHTS
OF THE ROUTINE LINEUPs HE APPEARED NERVOUS AND LACKED HIS USUAL

BRAVADO, \

YJUDGE CORNELIUS Fe )@OLLINS\ SAID THAT "$5,000 IS A VERY =~
MODEST SUM®™ AND THAT Hi WOULD HAVE SET BAIL HIGHER HAD THERE BEEQ/ »
PROP(/)SALS FROM DISTRICT ATTORNEY THOMAS E. DEVEY'S OFFICE. L

N
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SBOORDEL

Epecial Agent in Charge |
Rawx York, New York

TACRPIEL AT, |

AR ST AT ATY o £

RE; FRITZ2 KUEN; PRRJURY;
INMIGRATION &C7; ’
BATURALIZATION ACT

R, 8

5 T

b7C
- Dear Sim

e ¥ith rafersnce to your jettsr of u-i v B, 1939, wheye~
in you refer to the report of Special igeut

deted at New York City, May 8, 1938, oconcearning the ahove en-
titled matter, you ars advised that coples of amic veport
should be forwarded to ths United States Attorneyls office.

You ere informed Liat the Bureau is presently core
ducting ingquiries through the Departeent of “tute in an ef-
fort to obtaln the criainkl record of Pritz Xubn at Munich,
Germeny. '
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John Rdgar Hoover
Director
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' 1 dae) kiu. I wus ;bwt %o mkc & mgwm aui&)437 *
him fer the. ﬁn $p the Polios, but I was preweiled upon not ta

¢ so by ¥he pleading and ewertures of Frit: Zumn's father, snd ;

% that ressons I dld mot presa my mﬁm for lsroemy spniast

i

]

‘ Ihwtm“wiﬁ:wmium& shild, T have read
tn the €t Joseph Goldsteln, fermer Uity Napistrate
of o City of New York, s wede aprifestion to the |
of Labor, Camissionsy of Ismizvation at “ashingben, 7, C, te
senes]l and waeste the ear¥ificnts of oitisemsbip Lavesd to V2
said 7ydts Kubny I feal that 2t do my duly, ns eoe who is sboud |
ummu&ummhmhmummaxuw ‘
mmamuwmmwmwmwmqmm |

svoniligndn dhe truth o these stek . y
mtms;‘_ m:&m#%& tes upon the O /C |

mwm We & pepPeon of 1
ammamumwmwwwxwm
xbaimmewmmewm saking this !
affidevit St I an rorforning the whizh would devolvs upan !
mut%@iﬁimarm"ﬁtd ten of' haeries, end o |
ﬂaﬂt}a e OPficials of te United Statos of Amerlse
should be &lthhakén%m:mm,méitit 1r found trve,
ring the satter to the attantion of S Tnited States Gout
Toawed B Frita Knle ke okSiaen wbip pepers, snd so thet
‘ s say bo taken for the esnsellation %nmaf‘ )

éi

T REEDNG B R R

,tﬁ.«n‘;itqvgﬁpt

o The sarben sory of the ‘ kish the nbove ls -
_ @mYed should ba returned to | y

SYTLVSLOFRL LSS

W NN YORK HFFICE

ﬂu !ﬁhﬁm REIEEDLL JFIIZ for ewy wdditiomel infommatisn
whish b mey bave snd to ssesrbain whether She nfonnmtion oubmitted
mhummwfrmwat&rm afber whioh the medter
will be submitted to the U. 5, Attermay, Southern Distwliet of 5L.Y,
for his spinien su & Wﬁ-mmﬁmﬁ 'Y ﬁehﬁu -
© of sny Pederel dtatute,
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\ " cmgmscﬂzk oF cns:

'KUHN had” crim:.nal record Munieh, €erm rowin

I of U. S. Atty,

DETAILS:

895 MA\‘ 14 vol

* On March 30, 1939' k bf the office of the:

SDNY, and of Non-»sactq.rian Anti-Nazi’ Leaguq Feported
this: information and sugges‘bed possible violation on

‘the part of FRITZ KUHN if he denied suoh. criminal

reoord when epplying for admlssion to the U. S. and
for naturalization.

D
e

U.'S. Attorney, Soukt
at this office with
of the. Non=-Sectarian Anti-Nazi'Lesague. t

that :lhad been contacted by %INHO&K%P;T;tSd
475 Central Park West, telephone Academy 433325,

who had 1nfcmed|:_€_ﬂ|chat he hed:lnown FRITZ KUEN,
the present leadér o © Geman—-A;aeriean Bund whan
he was a resident of Munieh, Germany and that he kaew

'FRITZ XKUEN served six mon'bhs in prison’ 1n Munich for
- petty larceny.

o\W - |
8/‘ P&\q DEQ»'I‘ROYFD

.. TITLE )
v _ o PERJURY;' |
. FRITZ KUBN MM IGRATION ACT;
- NATURAJBIZATION ACT
| synoksis oF FacTs: ' o b7C
REINHOLD SPITZ & Germen refugee, sts.ted that F‘iITZ :
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;*th&t mwm

i v;alation
ectmn wit.h thia ‘metters SPITZ °
of ﬁhe ,,Nop-—ﬁa&tariem Anti-p!azi

S maf.tef and tumished infommuh was Bét}‘lout in ﬂm Wmdum
. from| |1rh§;c

 reads as Jollowss - V.

This moming, ﬁ Er‘ Reinhold Spitz, a .tarmer res,i.&ent at
Munich, Gemany, visited ‘the "League > givlng the muow- :

‘ Mr‘ prtz infom/edk mg: he arr;vad in New York on
= .8 regular ;.migra:nt.,, He submitt«ad his -
o imigratidn iﬁentiﬁcation card, #2560413, proving: 'chat he *
Cdrrived asia rggtﬂar Ammigrant on that cta;be. Mr. Spitz ish ‘
f stria, born Februa;ry 13, 75 ) ! )
subject @f the Cverman Reich in 1896,

""3&. Spitz’ submz.tted a German-written dnamnent iSsned by the
Tmperial Bevardan Ministry of |State, Su“bdiv 1on Foreign
\ Office, d&ted, Munidl 12/29/191‘7, whlch Boyed him wi

. Kra Spltz residtd fifty years in Munmh. He w‘as th& I’ounder
~ .and owner of a sports good and ‘elothing factory ‘employing |
nore than 500 people. - -For fifteen years prior to the Hitler
-srogime in Germany, Wr. Spits was President of a. denocratic
"¢ n. ~Because of these- pqlitiaal activit:ic 5-he. was
: e 3 mxméx_;y in 1937, He is at presen i
resn.d.mg ‘at. 475 Centpal Park West, New York; N.! ,
home teleph@ne is AC 4#‘3325, g




Mr. Spitz msom up fﬂu,,
" Germany,.a fact which, he &
n au'thoritiea in th;,a nntmtfq' l&r. Spit«‘z has at&
.. he ‘would'be willing to tes‘bify under o&th as te’ e 5;,;
 of this statement, - Mr, Spitz: has known Wz: Kuhat. mc‘e 1'9.,00‘.‘
Spitz's business-establishment and that of Kuhn's father were
ad:jace!zt ta each other on ‘the game street !.n Mumdy - Whi

";Erit,z Kuhn wa.s ascused af’ stee.ling ooaﬁs 13 ]
| | the cemipus of the uhiversity. He was arrested,‘,‘
) smﬁmad to four months in-prison. Upon. the. expi.
~ prigon tarm ‘Fritz Kuhn: with his father tisited the’ ‘fﬁ’;oe af
CoMrpe Sp:ltz. :In this"’ connsction Mr. Spitz: mentionecl he fiame of
& Mr, Blkan, a Certified Pub‘lic ‘hoocountent, who ¥s' naw dea.d.
M Mlkan was 'J.oae friend of ‘the Kuhn fam:.lysm a cousin '
. of Spi'bs..‘, e ‘

| This'is men%ionbﬂ anxy that in the ovent Frits. Kuh;x m.ll be o
' quéstioned on, ’h’h&a mp.'b’ber, he WOuld probably remmber the name ot
of Mr. Elkan. T S o ,

f“-‘;m: ‘the time of the expira‘bion of*fxis prison tem, Kuhn was .
s beut ;24& years old. On the oeeasion uhen Kuhn m‘th his father =« = .Y

‘~1_:I.f4o ,night no’c bé ..
3 Sp:‘.‘tz feeling svmpathy FPor -the. yo&ng'
. After four mopt’hs of
ik Fri.*bz ‘Kuhn had stolen goods
5 %qmounting to noreman three &mand Germau .arks. | When the EEN
t’h;s b was diacovered Fritz Kuhn's fa.ther and Em E].kan v'isited
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.. Sex.

‘Color

: {copploxion _ 

Wei ght

Raeg
‘ ~’Hationality

i April 14, 1939

~on,

f f enila‘ of. REIRHOLD» )

”ner .'of Immigrat:.on. ik he .
g m;‘iﬂ!i—ns deseript an'.-,;

REINH@ID sprz;z »
1393 Lgxington Ave. ) liew l’orkvci.ty_‘
“Merchant & mams:rae‘lsurér S ‘

sk ."'; ‘Ling; Au&tr‘:&a, Fabru ry 18, 1875 -




{h 'thav Cﬁy' 2

That I m*.pcm:;

713; 3373. That T
1 We, were arried
Lo bom in Nej,ningan, Ge;many on Fehruary 8, ; " , .
- ‘ L e e T I came. $o' the United States th:mugh the Pt =
T of New Yorjy on'December 13, 1936 for the purpose of astab-. T

‘ '  lisghing a ent,* residence 1ntthnitqd st,g't :

'. . come to thia 'Comwy I ;-esided at 1393
Ne'w Iork ci.:.." i ! ‘W ¢

£ bruary n, 1938; aertiﬁ.cati@n Noe. 2—56941;& . -
L "‘.::ficate &lso beawrs the Nos of 54067 I have liwed his
Ci’oy an&&mtry aimse I cme 'bo Merj,ca, as MW‘ ae‘b £ertho .

eskly newspaper, published ‘ay %
,Pﬂblishing Go. Gerp., Incs at 178 E. Ssth $§,
Yowk Citys Borough.o ,wahmm. :

- ; Mg eh, &
- va.rj.ous residaneec in lbmic’



"busine%s v mnufacturing and -.,retail a'b Baceh& 'er, Straas 1,
- and als’o fowr retail clothing stores, Prialmayer Strasse 1,
’ké*b Platz, Obsrstdorf; ;

% belteve. Miat Prits Kobn vas
he attended tha.’i; Unlveruihy.

v I do hernhy : swear that the mid Frit@ Enhn,,yrhxle he was
~attending, as & student at the aaid University at Munich’ when o
‘" he was about 24 or 25 years of age, did steal certain clothing, R
" goods, ware£ and merchandise from other students in ‘the’ said :

_ Univer;ity tnd Trom the Bniverait:y, and was, arrestad on the

tried and 0 "f.:wted by the Court te serve. f'om‘ mopkhs: 4n priaon T
for. the: said er:lme of lareceny; which term of" fou,v monthg ha e
duly served 111 priscm in the. Ci‘by of munxelh 5 ‘

e
Ai‘ter Fritz Kuhn ceme aut of prison, ufter aerviug his

sentence as ‘&feresaid, his father and-a: m "by the Beme of ...
Joseph Blkan, who is now deceased, -and who By -gousin, came . -
to:my place of business at my factory. 1n Mynish at Augustmi e
Strasze 40, a.m}*'pleaded with me that I should ‘!:agk:e Frite Kuhn
o into my. employ K§HAR- aIl-around handy ‘man amumit “+the factory.
~ Pritz Kuhn was present with his father ahd'the seid decemsed ° . . .
.. cousin of mine, Mr. Ellmn, and Fritz Kuhn then '«a there told me = ' i

(t}at :he had committed *bhe ‘orime ofliegréeny while's ‘dadent at the’
University at Mumich, and that he had ben tried for lardeny at-
"the Munich Criminal’ Court, and that ‘he was .,sentence& %o four
- months in prisen for that crime and had served his sentepce, and

" that he wanted.to go straight, end he'begged me for.e change:for
“enp{loymonb .in which plea. he was’ ;}oined by his . father and my. ssdd’
, deoeqssd o&usin., I asceded to his request and I did ‘enploy: F,.ttz
" Kuhn, hoping “that I- would ‘be a‘ble to reolm h:,m and make & decent

erimes. ‘He had mrked t‘or me for about elght m;e.ks 5 after T

© employed him be ‘stole fron my factory, merchandise of & wm’
:of o;rer 3:009 mk’* L
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Hederal Bureau of Inuestigation

Wnited States Department of Justice
74-130
GJS:LP New York, New York

May 8, 1939

Director :
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Fashington, D. C.

z5: FarrzQuay 5 pErgURY;
TMM IGRATION ACT;
NATURALIZATION ACT.

Dear Sir: p7C
R _ference is made tg/report of Special

Agent Geted 5/8/38 at New York City in

the above entitled matter.
Tt is noted that no copies are designated

for the U. S. Attorney although the U. S. Attorney,

Southern District of New York originally reported

this matter tothis office.
Additional copies have been prepared far - 7

the New York files and it will be appreciated if

the Bureau will advise if a copy of this report
should be forwarded to the U. 5. Attorney's office
in view of the nature of this inquiry. . - }

Any prosecution would seem to hinge on
whether official corroboration can be obtained of
Kuhn's/t;igggg;mrecondAgtﬁMunich, Germany. The
Bureau is respectfully requested to inform this office !
whether an inquiry along that line will be made through/
the Department of State. /

\’Qv;j}))

Very truly yours,

\e
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REs PRITZ KUEN; PERJURY)
IMMIGRATION ACTj - :

NATURALIZATION ACY

| In connection with the above matter, I' an trens- . o
I_um_h%ons copy of the report of Specisl Ageat

dated at New York City, May 8, 1339, alsc
a copy of the repert of the same dgent dated at New York
"

City, June 9, 1939, one copy of & letter of the Boston office
to the New York office; def

A : G one copy of
. the report of Special Agen dattd at Newark,

New Jarsey, June 1, 1939.

Your &ttention :s directed to thet. ,;ort.ion of thu
letter of the Boston o

fice to the Maw York office, dated
Juns 5, 1938, wherein 8

sxpreszed
a willingnese to correspond with acqualnlances In Munich,
Germany, to ascertain the detéils rslative to the arrest of
Pritss Xuhn.

If it i your aeaire thut sutm carrsapondsnaa engue
pleases advise e,

¢ "‘( ’%than

' ' 4 ' Very truly yours,
W E A lamm» ) . . .
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