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- entire way by two Mississippi Highway Patrol cars (unmarked);
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SUBJECT: FREEBUS /4—7%; NS0T /59;‘95/8.5: - AUSE,
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3:50 p.m., EDST - :
’ &
ASAC Sylvester at Jackson, Mississippi, advised that ‘the
Trailways bus carrying freedom riders arrived in Jackson at .
1:31 p.m., CST, and arrests were made with no incidents. Agehts
of the Jackson Resident Agency were obtaining further details which
will be forwarded to the Bureau immediately., 3

»

P

4:25 p.m., EDST

o
G fn

The Trailways Bus # 5141, from Montgomery, Alabama, to
Jackson, Mississippi, arrived in Mississippi and was escorted from )y
the State line by Mississippi Highway Police in charge of Colonel i
T, P, Birdsong into Meridian, Mississippi, arriving at 11:24 a.m.,
CST. Assistant Chief of Police at Meridian, Mississippi, got on
the bus at the station and told the Meridian passengers they [
should get off. There were no crowds and no incidents, A local
radio announcer was on hand., There was no advanced publicity
that the bus was arriving.

Three or four reporters and photographers were present,
Bus left at 11:38 a.m., escorted from the State by two Meridian
Police Department cars and two MlSSiSSlppl Highway State Patrol
cars. At this point, the bus was running thirty minutes late.
The bus arrived in Jackson, being escorted (followed only) the

picked up at city line by two city Jackson police cars, ‘who
fell in behind the bus. The bus arrived at bus station 1:31 p.m.
As the passengers departed, a group of Negroes and whites proceeded

directly to the whites$' waiting room. There were no signs indicat- ‘1
ing doors "out of order." The Negroes and whites (freedom riders)
paused outside the ticket selling booth and were ordered by

Captain | |of the Jackson Police Department to move on, q*

The group moved to the general area of the restaurant of the
terminal building and were approached by two uniformed policemen.
They advanced in that direction, at which time they were all
arrested, No one was handcuffed; the policemen¥had only the
usual side arms., The following freedom rlders were arrested,

placed in the pa ty wagon and taken&%o the i 1é -
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen
Re: FREEBUS
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Negro male,
~Willianffahoney, Negro male,
|iThite male,

| white male,
y Negro male,

1 , Negro male,

i Negro female,

1 Negro male.

el -
They were arrested for breach of peace, Section 2087.5

of the Mississippi Code. Currently being held at the Jackson
Police Departmeinte \

Attorney who has represented all groups

of freedom riders, advised at 2:26 p.m. that he ‘has not talked
to this group yet, but is inclined to think they will not ask
for or make bail, The police department used very few officers
either on the street or in the bus station and only the regularly
assigned police officers were on duty in the city. Reference
to news coverage: On the first arrival on May 24, 1961, there
were approximately 70 reporters, photographers, television
representatives, etc.; there were approximately 20 today. No
crowds gathered in the streets. The '"patty wagon' in front of
the bus depot attracted the curiousity of some people walking
back from a cafeteria, but these persons were not allowed to
stop and gather by the patty wagon on foot.

| advised M D. Pierce, Chief of
Detectives, Jackson Police Department, that the ‘ninth freedom
rider had gotten off in Alabama. She’did not say where.

Y

o) T Press reporter, telephonically

advised he understood one of the Negro male freedom
riders, who was the ninth rider, did come in on the bus but then
took another bus to return to Montgomery, Alabama. He had no basis
for this. ——

mis ﬁ/ﬂg,w‘
Attorney| |advi§gg“:;at the group of inqﬂ%gé

arrested this morning and will not make bail today.

—— ‘./ ’,55-
| ladvised that] Téader, says
that they are not members of Core, but are.members of the Student
Non-~Violenée Committee, which 1s assoclated with the National
.- Action Committee, Atlanta, Georgia. She said that one of their
riders, name unknown t left bus at small town in Alabama,
town unknown, ‘
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen

Re: FREEBUS
T (S0t
Captain lof the Mepidign Police Department
ascertained that Negro male, one:of the riders got

off bus and went into colored waiting-room, purchased ticket for
New York, city unknown, and no attempt will be made to arrest
him unless he violates a law of the State of MlSSlSSlppl or

the city of Jackson, Mississippi.

| Jackson Police Department, advised that
there will be no municipal court held today for riders arrested,
as no court is held in Jackson, Mississippi, on Sunday. The
persons arrested have the opportunity of being released on a
$500 appearance bond today. At the present, there is no
indication they will, .

Trials for all riders, including this group, will be
held at 3 p.m., Monday, May 29, 1961, to accommodate news
reporters, as a number of them have reservations and want to.
leave town tomorrow night.

5:13 p.m., EDST

ASAC Sylvester advised that Captain Iadvised that
during Eff:ffzf]Of the arrests at Jackson a new recruit on duty,

Officer was involved in an incident. Captain| said
that during the arrests he noticed photographers' flash bulbs
going off and, after checking, found that Officer as
"frisking'" one of the-group. He immediately stopped him and
said that previous instructions given to the officers were that
none of the group was to be touched during the arrests, Officer

was apparently "frisking'" the member of the group as part
of the routine procedure in making arrests.

ASAC Sylvester said that the Hinds County Jail, where
the group is incarcerated, has a capacity of 300. There are
approximately 140 in jail at this time.

ASAC Sylvester advised that the report containing the
investigation at Jackson will be ready and they expect to place
the report on the 8:45 p.m., CST, Delta Airlines plane, scheduled
to arrive at the Washington National Airport at 4:25 a.m., EDST,
May 29, 1961, The report will come by air freight. He was
instructed to advise the Bureau as soon as definite arrangements
are made and advise as to the flight number and time of arrival
in Washington,

sa| |quty Agent, Washington Field Office,
at 6 p.m., EDST, was instructed to make arrangements for an Agent

to be available to pick up the report for delivery to the Bureau.

o




Memorandum to Mr. Rosen
Re: FREEBUS

He was told that he would be advised as to the flight number

and time of arrival when definite arrangements have been received
from Jackson, Mississippi. He was told that one of the two

duty Agents at the Bureau would pick up the report at the airport
if circumstances enable them to do so. However, if they are unable
to do so, the Washington Field Office would be requested to

pick up the report. A copy of the report is to be delivered to

| __ | Department, who will be in Room 1621 at

8 a,m., Monday, May 29, 1961. - .

The above informatidn was furnished to the following
officials of the Bureau:

5:20 p.m., May 28, 1961;
Mr, vans, 5:30 p.m., May 28, 1961;. and
Mr, Parsomns, 5:40 p.m.,, May 28, 1961.-

of the Department was also advised of
the above 1nforma.t10n/ at eﬁ %e Ry 5. i/ 28/61

Department Was advised of all

subsequent information,

Rt o FEY
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5 . Director, ¥FBI .
REG'M/ﬁ"/* FE Y S
- FREEDOH RIDE 1961 o ' -
"'+ . RACIAL UATTERS; DESTRUCTION OF . S
LQ&Q - AIRCRAFT OR HOTOR VEHICLES; CIVIL BIGE’I‘S k I
S ‘COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 7 iz,
Domestic Administration Issues s T
e Internal Secur:.ty - Communist P~
. \: r{: m . o o -, . ~.~,"w§ o "‘vl .
T Eho Sgpe Iollowmg informat:mn eoncernino' the. posoz.bﬂii:y o’ :7":%
R the partroi the Communist Party, USA, o iuteraec't itself into 'i:h‘ﬁg R
7 .racial situation in Alabama has been received and I ‘thought I R
shoukd b"rmn' it to your attention. R )
[ ‘\: - &2 A confident ial m:forma.nt, who has furnzshed rélzablte " i
mformation in the past, has advised that James E. J’a.ckgpn, eﬁ:ﬂ.or ‘}%
1 of~"TheC¥orker™ as we 11 as being a member of-the Natiopal Egned;. - N
- Communist Party, US3, and Herbert @ptheker, a member . of theilNational .
- Committee, Communist Pariy, USA;, are leaving llew York Citv on londay, o
- Hay 29; 1961, for Montgomery, Alabama. Jackson until :;:ecently was = Wl -
tha Southern Regional ‘Director of the Communist Party ;‘* vsaz_ “:‘a ‘ ‘ﬁ;
R Arranwemems are being’ made hy 'I:he ‘Bureau to covez' Jackson’ ’g"g ,
and Ap;»;;ekéﬁ's achvit:o.es vhile they are on 'i:h:n.s trip. _ L
BERN . gg Tﬁ'e ,pepartmenu will be fur;uished pertinexri:' infaz-matz.on b6 B
oo, developed from this coverage. S . e TR -V =i -
- Y Byron— R. Thite o ’g
Depu'cy Attorney General K
- &ss:.s’:tant -.sﬁ:torney General: -
Eurkg Marshall AR o
. . ;éssistant Actorney &nexal' 7

. ';;2:,*""“‘\‘“:' '
“Gundy:%%JUMptﬁ dut edgidEeoner T 27
o i A PR
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.. NOTE: _The source of the information in-

‘reasonably result in identification of an informant of continu1ng
~va1ue and compromise the effectiveness thereof

is marked ‘confidential since data reported by the source could

.
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U. S, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE .,>b6 Ml: Callahen
COMMUNICATIONS SECTIO p7C” J{ M. mﬁ{%/
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Tial oypoadetd |
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W’D&\.M WR CSulfean |
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o Mg;elngfam.___..
op i ity I PERS— 17 15E r
URGENT  5-25-61 12-13 PM  AMP =
To/téECTOR, FBI 157-373  100--3~83 /4/  AND SACS ATLANTA, E
BALTIMORE, BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE, NEW ORLEANS AND RICHMOND ‘f)
FROM SAC, NEW YOR 391 ) 5 !
¢ £ 157-39 c.,,....}‘?h.féf}-ahmip R
FREEBUS DASH RACIAL MATTERS., CPUSA BASH-DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION D
INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST ,\
ISSUES., IS DASH C, OFFICE OF ORIGIN MOBILE. =
[
REPORTED ON MAY TWENTY FOUR, SIXTY ONE, GUS HALL, e
GENERAL SECRETARY, CPUSA, ADVISED THAT DATE THAT JAMES E, JACKSON, a;fgf
EDITOR OF Q46TE’THE WORKER' ENB—QUOFE AND MEMBER OF NATIONAL BOARD, -

CPUSA, AND HERBERT APTHEKER, MEMBER NATIONAL COMMITTEE, CPUSA, ARE

LEAVING NEW YORK CITY ON MONDAY, MAY TWENTY NINE, SIXTY ONE, FOR /;:7
gPNTGOMERY, ALABAMA, QUeTE''TO DO A JOB FOR THE LEADERSHIP HEREQ?Nﬁ’ CL/
o QUOTES JACKSON AND APTHEKER WILL BE GONE A WEEK TO TEN DAYS AND WILL

\ USE HALL~-S NINETEEN SIXTY ONE OLDSMO@ILEqFOR TRIP., CAR DESCRIBED AS é;@

5 " REGM /57— 5 57—
TAN, FOUR DOOR SEDAN, NEW YORK LICENSE THREE F DASH FIVE FOUR ONE
TR krimemin  UAREICETY

——

| EIGHT. JACKSON DESCRIBED AS NEGRO, FORTY SIX, FIVE FEET SI§%%§%§ES 1961
ONE HUNDRED SIXTY POUNDS, BLACK CURLY HAIR, BALDING, EYES BROWN, e

-

MEDIUM BUILD, AP{HEKER DESCRIBED WHITE, F RTY FIVE, FIVi FEET NINE
0 _ 9F¢ J

oy wan
OE

UNRECOR
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PAGE TWO =
(4
INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, BUSHY BROWN GREYING HAIR, @ES

y £
HAZEL, MEDIUM BUILD, INASMUCH AS JACKSON, UNTIL RECENTLY, WAS “:;, L:',

S

SOUTHERN REGIONAL DIRECTOR, CPUSA, IT IS ANTICIPATED HE PROBABLY. .. :
VWILL CONTACT GEORGE MEYERS, CURRENTLY HEAD OF SOUTHERN REGION INZZg

BALTIMORE, AND IN RICHMOND, MEMBER SOUTHERN REGIONAL

b6
COMMITTEE, EN ROUTE TO MONTGOMERY. NEW YORK WILL FURNISH ADDITIONAL bic

INFORMATION REGARDING ITINERARY AS IT BECOMES AVAILABLE. PERTINENT
OFFICES SHOULD EFFECT SUCH COVERAGE AS DEEMED FEASIBLE TO COVER
JACKSON-S AND APTHEKER-S ACTIVITIES ON SAID TRIP. PHOTO FOLLOWS.
END AND ACK

HNY R4 WA NM ﬁb
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 .
UNITED STATES GO MENT '
Memorandum |
TO :  The Director DATE: /V\ /47/ Py é/ / ?‘é /

. "r FROM N, P. Callahan

39 | o |
SU.B;]ECT: The Congressional Record t"’“‘sé L ﬁg Viy) 71 1 DES /gg _ /Efj / 5.

¢ T — - . R S

. age BOG%, ComgrocorunWinsleod, {5) Miosinotost, epoda |

- shoecanle the froodom widorn, 3o Ginted ™ YoHop 4o thn Ataeaor fir '
b " ) : ‘ Yoh QA V) R4 Ak & R = F @fﬂiﬁg&@ s'@zgg;aws FELY
L. ”%W Ef%?s.éﬁ ey ggﬁq&gﬁm 92 distinpotehod gontioman from Woplh gﬁﬁnﬁmj ok :
o i’fﬁ" 3@:&9@ X 5&@%@ has cef fortk the Hionlite ood pobvormive poppes of the
| SRerolltd frocdom piders,” Blp. Tiinntend ancloded p copy oF Tiw, Bepltts

v doltor, C

e ———

Original filed in: @ é ~ /75~ /97 =

1[5 7-387-
NOT RECORDED.
102 g=n 216 1961

— e st NI, LT vt L

»

50JUN 21 19%*’{{

In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional

Record for /\{] H_ 525 /q (t,n/ was reviewed and pertinent items were
marked for the Director’s’attention. This form has been prepared in order that

portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files.

_ ‘
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . . e 'é‘:}fnooz ; .
; Mohr .
~ UNITED STATES GOVQ/IENT b7C Callohan
Tt ' Conrad
Memorandum -
Evans
, Malone
y ’ Rost_en
ro : Mr. Roses pate: Jure 6, 1961 Sulltvon
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FROM . L~ | e
0 O a2
28 V1S
pq SO OEFE ATEE

suglect: FREEDOM RIDE f RELELS
New Orleans, Louisiana,

to Jackson, MlSSlSSlppl, 6/6/61
RACIAL MATTERS

o
-

In’ connection W1th the seven freedom riders who traveled from t
New Orleans, Louisiana, to Jackson, Mississippi, today and were arrested
by officers of the Jackson PD, SA has furnished the
following background data: L

AE

{f‘ &: RPR% ggg g:%"

whlge male, aged 23. Res1dencd
|CHicago, Illmo;g; Occupation,|

., B, APPROL, /93 7
James Thoma%/IcDonough white male, aged 22, Res1dence

130 West Neck' Road, Huntington, New 2 New York, Occupation, & Lol G5
University of Toronto. , ‘
ol & qeeno, ¥ 757 |
white mal€; aged 24, Residenc? )
i .\ Brooklyn, New Yoz:%.f,,..ﬂ’e:cnpauon, Statén Island, ——
. ‘g% New York, .
N Brtpenas FF
N {:\ white, male, aged 23. Residence
[Viadison, Wisconsin. Occupation
] P g@vm 1947 (-
Ernest Newell/Weber, white, male, aged 52. Residence 279
Kourth Avenue, East Orange, New J w Jersey, . Self employed as
photographer.
- | B/ Q
Negro, female, aged 18, Residence] o
[New Orleans mouisiana,|
L B 937
Negro male, aged 22. Residence
|Chicago, Ilingis.. Occupation,| [Chicago,
1111no1s. , JE=~7 3 g
JGK:ers REQ;LZZEJ

82Mﬁ5195ﬁ A

\\
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¢ UNITED STATI:

M. emom

Callchan

7 . - - : Tolson

§ .. ‘§ | b6 thzillmont _

é .. i b onre r__
i PO

Conrad

3: oo e sppe i e DeLoach
E ot . VIOPLG WY, VUG Pl TGSl quns
Malone

| Rosep

P’ TO o Mr. ROSeﬁKV DATE: 6/7/61 T —
/ Trotter

‘) Tele. Room

- O Ingram

SREEON Y A —

SUBJECT: FREEDOM RIDE
Memphis, Tennessee, to
Jackson, Mississippi
6/7/61
RACIAL MATTERS

sa| | Jackson, Mississippi,
furnished the following background information concerning
the freedom riders who were arrested today by the Jackson

City Police Department following their travel from Memphis
to Jackson.
. 3. APPROY,

(L)l white male, age 23,
ﬁ | New, Havgg»“gpnnggi;cuxa occupation;

Fat

" ~vile University. ¢
vl B APPROY,
N (2) white male, afe_24 |
N | Grangeville, Idaho, occupation, |
Yale University. 7. arfel
% GEPROK |
(3) ~White female, age 22,
Ly | |wa Iggg,C;tygvpccupatlon,r__ |
=
_% & (4)| | Negro male, age 21,
g Pittsburch...Pennsylvania, occupation, student]
N Richmond, Virginia.

<zt

5 cgonne) |
(5) Negro male, age 21,

| INbrfhéggjih?ashlngton,,D,“C.l occupat{g

student | gé)

T l)

ichmond Virglnla.

(6 — Négro male, age 21, ﬁl’/
| [New gaxegrmganggctlcut occupation, ga PROX,
student, %ﬁ?d Vlrglnia ff%ff&::]

\'% y
All of the above 1né:$iduals were ch rged ng; breach
of the peace under Section 2087.5, Mississippi Code. .

mﬂl———aﬂ

They are presently confined in jail and are sche%
to be tried late this afternoon or early tomorrowd J

JGK:aeoﬂ%VQ 4 —_— f:—‘ "
%) 4 - "
LR N . Y é; 7 '

63 JUN 151961 B




. Mz, Tolson_____ ;
Mr, Belmont B
e ‘ Mr. Mohr |
. Mr. Callahan__. |
e et Mz. Conrad.._._ |
FEDERAL SURLRU OF AT TINTHM Mr. Deloach..._. {/
U. S. DEPARTY Bl Mr. Evans D/,
comNCApI i s
Mr. Sullivan /
Mr, Tavel._.
a TYPE =
URGENT 5-23  wpalE-E N —
v . Mr. Ingram.._____ E
TO DIRECTOR, FBI, -%- AND SACS ATLANTA BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE NNESE@WM———E
(4] v
ORLEANS FraEgen) L10ERS— A1,
FROM SAC, NEW YORK 2P
PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA TO JACKSON,
MISSISSIPPI JUNE SEVENTH? NINETEEN SIXTYONE,‘RACiAL
MATTERS, CONTEMPT OF COURT ORDER, CIVIL RIGHTS.
be
REBUTEL SIX SIX LAST. IS NYC ATTORNEY. b7C
.t e . '
HE IS CURRENTLY NEW YORK CHAPTER OF NAACP. HE IS Twikigwth

AN ADMITTED FORMER MEMBER OF AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE AND o
AMERICAN YOUTH FOR DEMOCRACY. HE LEFT THESE ORGANIZATIONS UPON

DISCOVERING THEY WERE COMMUNIST DOMINATED. HE VOTED ALP
NINETEEN HUNDRED FORTY SIX, SEVEN AND EIGHT. HE WAS BACKED BY
THE COMMUNIST PARTY FOR ELECTION TO NAACP, BUT THERE IS NO
EVIDENCE HE SOUGHT THIS BACKINGa NO EVIDENCE OF COMMUNIST

PARTY MEMBERSHIP, IS DESCRIBED MALE, NEGRO, BORN
FIVE FEET ELEVEN AND THREE i:)

>

QUARTER INCHES TALL, ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY SIX POUNDS, BROWNQFYES,‘SQ

rawl'y. i

BLACK HAIR|

IS MEMBER OF THE AND IS AN AN AT TORNEY—
W REG-20 o 1961
IN NYCs NO EVIDENCE OF COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBE SHTP N

PART, ALTHOUGH HE HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH SEVERAL COMMUNIST PARTY

D PAGE O g () 1IN 14 195 A

MEMBERS IN THE PAST. LANE SPOKE FOUR TWENTY ONE SIXTY ONE AT Jﬁ%jﬂ/
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: R b7C
Misc 77 CIV 999 USDC SDNY

PAGE TWO
RALLY OF NEW YORK COUNCIL TO ABOLISH THE UNAMERICAN ACTIVITIES

COMMITTEE IN NEW YORK CITY

HE REGISTERED ALP NINETEEN HUNDRED

FORTY EIGHT TO NINETEEN HUNDRED FIFTY TWO.

SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE NATIONALIST PARTY OF PUERTO RICO PAREN s {

~ b
NPPR ENPAREN IN NEW YORK CITF ON A SENITIOUS CONSPIRACY TRIAL ﬁh%;:

IN NINETEEN HUNDRED FIFTY FTVE{ [S DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE,

BORN| | BRONX,..NEU. YORK, SIX FEET TALL,

WEIGHT , ONE HUNDRED FIFTY SEVEN POUNDS, BROWN HAIR, BROWN EYES,

LIGHT COMPLEXION. RESIDENCE.

M-H/Mﬁbﬁ
NEW YORK CITY..~1N CONNECTION WITH TRIAL

S g Mt KA
I — T —

OF NPPR MEMBERS IN JANUARY NINETEEN FIFTY FIVE APPLICATION

77
FOR REDUCTION OF BAIL FOR TWO DEFENDANTS, STATED HE HAD BEEN INFORMED BY

AN ATTORNEY REPRESENTING OTHER DEFENDANTS IN THE CASE THAT FBI AGENTS
HAD THREATENED AT LEAST ONE OF HIS CLIENTS WITH PENALTIES DUE TO THAT
ATTORNEYS PARTICIPATION IN-THE CASE s BUT COULD NOT OFFER ANY SPECIFIC

INSTANCES,. HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH ISADORE GIBBY NEEDLEMAN,

WHO HAS BEEN UNDER INVESTIGATION FOR ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIEjhEEDLEMAN

WAS A CONTRIBUTOR TO CAMPAIGN FUND IN OCTOBER NINETEEN SIXTY.
END . - '

CORR PAGE TWO LINE 12 SHD READ AS FOLLOWS

OF NPPR MEMBERS IN JANUARY NINETEEN FIFTY FIVE ﬁ;%hICATION
! 3 G "Vl

NY R 9 WA ELR
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FEDERAL BERERE 07 @iy 17z, Tolaon —m—
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSIIGE Mr. Bel;mnt._-——
CORMUTICATIONS SECT] e Gl
JUNY 1901 b6 Mz, Conrad...——
- b7C Mr. Delioacheman
o FELCETYRE ks Bypse—
Mr. MFI0NCommre i
. ) DESCGF — JVP7 1 5 S e |
e Etan) C1OER JU
, (PO 1 S R
Mn%gﬂﬁwm*~
Hlle, ROTMR -~
URGENT 6-7-61 8-10//////8-19 AM EST ESC A, T |
A |
TO DIREgfOR, FBI, SACS BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE, NEW ORIFANS: { . , %
NEW YORK, NEWARK, SPRINGFIELD Lsssmm—

FROM -SAC, ATLANTA /137NEW/ 1P

PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GA., TO JACKSON, MISS., JUNE
SEVEN, SIXTYONE, RM, CONTEMPT OF COURT ORDER, CR. RE ATLANTA TEL

TODAY, NOT ACCOMPANIED BY CHECKED

OUT OF YNCA, ATLANTA TODAY, THEY BOUGHT TWO TICKETS TO MONTGOMERY,
ALA. ON GREYNOUND BUS AND DEPARTED ON BUS NO. SIX ZERO FOUR ONE AT
SEVEN FIFTEEN AM DUE TO ARRIVE MONTGOMERY ELEVEN FORTY AM. DRESS
SAME AS DESCRIBED BY NEWARK. NO FURTHER CONTACT AT ONE NINE

SEVEN ONEWALF AUBURN AVE., NE. MADE RESERVATIONS

!
ON FLIGHT NO. FIVE FOUR EIGHT, EASTERN AIRLINES; TO LEAVE ATLANTA
FOR NEWARK ONE FIFTYFIVE PM, JUNE NINE NEXT. NO INCIDENTS

ATLANTA ., . O

A
END ACK i Q
RECG-3 /57 297— 6
WA $-23 AM OK FBI WA JDS |
BH OK FBI BH MJK " 2 JUN 8 1961
e o f b4t ) 7\“@ ) +
mo ok reiliobucs °2 W +El B L —
NO OK FBI NO O4Ry f 7, * G
e - C14 GIBHAY R | '
NY Ok FBLHA AND

iy 5000
NK  OK FBI NK MJM |

PIL W SI OK FBI SI RCR
TU DISCTZM 1,7.57 v . | J
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e © June 7,.1961 P5
¥ . . PLAINTEXT, T

TELETYPE - - .~ URGENT

| l 7O SACS NEWARK NEW YORK AND ATLANTA o
" FROM DIRECTOR FBI R Ffwf»%fff ffﬂfﬂ 5"‘/” 413G o
) pnoposm FREEDOM RIDE FROM. ATLANTA GEORGIA TO JACKSQN
MISSISSIPPI JUNE SEVENTH NINETEEN syfy-»om: RM, coc ca,
™ CONNBCTION VITH TRAVEL oF

. OF NEW YORI{ TO MONTGOMERY ALABAMA DEPARTMENT H‘AS
. M’% u . e
: ~‘ REOUESTED IT BE DETERMINED WHE.THER ANY PUBLIC ANNGUNCEMENT S
HAS BEEN MADE CONCERNING DEG’LARED PURPGSE, OF

TRIP TO TEST BUS FACILI"‘IES ALL GFFICES CHECK
APPROPRIAT& SOURCES AND SUTEL WDIATELY ‘

CiGRers . U S T LA T
{‘ NO’I‘E - Travel of may be in v1olat10n of Federal Judge : ‘ .
" Johnson's restraining order issued '6/2/61. | S

" upen arr1va1 in Atlanta, Georgia 6/ 6/ 61 went to offlce of Freedom Ride '
;. Coordinating Committee:sponsored by 3 groups, sPecglcally included in Judge - ./
Johnson's order. Data requested by De artmenfzae such public-announcement Q,/‘
made, may tend to show working in concert with organlzatmns ‘
n restrained under the order.. ‘SAC E¥ed of Mobile advised telephomcally 6/ 7/ 617

' toison - that’ Mob11e has no knowledge of such a pub11c émnouncement Z ZZ

Belmont “ ) . "‘""
I, Mohr . i .- . . ""’th,;c‘ ". .
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© . 'RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ‘
U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
. COMMUNICATIONS SECT} &/
JUN 71961 /4
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//.T ELETYPE

b7C
»

."/ -
URGENT 6~7-61N  5-40 M_~PM BH M/ n
TO SACS‘“ﬁﬁ;ARK,_ NEW YORK AND ATLANTA
FROM DIRECTOR 1P

PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, TO JACKSON,
MISSISSIPPI, JUNE SEVENTH, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, RM, COC, CR.

IN CONNECTION WITH TRAVEL OF

OF NE YORK TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, DEPARTMENT HAS
REQUESTED IT BE DETERMINED WHETHER ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

HAS BEEN MADE CONCERNING DECLARED PURPOSE OF

TRIP TO TEST BUS FACILITIES. ALL OFFICES CHECK

APPROPRIATE SOURCES AND SUTEL IMMEDIATELY.
END ACK PLS . '

R

OK FBI NK JFH

TU DISV
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“ 9 FED:?:% DEPARTMESIN gr éUESg"(tﬁ} ) “,\
MMUNICATI
© JUN 71961

TELETYPE b7C
URGENT €-7-61  5-37 M PM BH

’TO SACS NEWARK, NEW YORK AND ATLANTA

FROM DIRECTOR 1P

PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, TO JACKSON,
MISSISSIPPI, JUNE SEVENTH, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, XRM, COC, CR.

"IN CONNECTION WITH TRAVEL OF

OF NE YORK TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, DEPARTMENT HAS
'REQUESTED IT BE DETERMINED WHETHER ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

HAS BEEN MADE CONCERNING DECLARED PURPOSE OF

TRIP TO TEST BUS FACILITIES. ALL CFFICES CHECK

APPROPRIATE SOURCES AND SUTEL IMMEDIATELY.
END ACK PLS

LAST TWO WORDS NOT CLEAR AT

BRRRRXXXX

SUTEL IMMEDIATELY,

LAST TWO WORDS SECOND LINE NOT CLERAR AT
SIXTY-ONE, XRM, COC, CR.

TU

OK FBI AT WJB

TU DISC




C - 0 FEDERAL BUREAU OF wb-E.itattiuR ‘
U. $. DEPARTMENT uf tHHGE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION |
JUN  {inot b6

TELETYPE

URGENT 6-7-61  5-35 PM BH

TO SACS NEWARK, NEW YORK /7/ AND ATLANTA

FROM DIRECTOR IP T

PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, TO JACKSON,
MISSISSIPPI, JUNE SEVENTH, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, RM; COC, CR.

INC ONNECTION WITH TRAVEL OF

OF NE YORK TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, DEPARTHMENT HAS
REQUESTED IT BE DETERMINED WHETHER ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

HAS BEEN MADE CONCERNING DECLARED PURPOSE OF

TRIP TO TEST BUS FACILITIES. ALL OFFICES CHECK

APPROPRIATE SOURCES AND SUTEL IMMEDIATELY. :
END ACK PLS |
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URGENT §-61 1-15 AM EST HHS E

T0 DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC~S RICHMOND, MEMPHIS, NEW ORLEANS
ANg CINCINNATI

FROM SAC, ATLANTA 157-232

FREEBU%A RM. FREEDOM RIDE COORDINATING COMMITIEE,

ADVISEQ,FOUR NEGRO STUDENTS IDENTIFIED AS

_ LEAVING
RICHMONQ, VA., JUNE SIX BY TRAILWAY BUS IN ROUTE JACKSON, MISS,
WILL TRAVEL THROUGH NASHVILLE AND MEMPHIS, TENN. PLAN TO TEST
BUS FACILITIES JACKSON, MISS. FURTHER ADVISED
BOTH WHITE AND
BOTH NEGRO LEAVING WILBERFORCE, OHIO, JUNE SEVEN VIA

NASHVILLE AND MEMPHIS ON TRAILWAY B S IN ROUTE JACKSON, MISS. O
T0 TEST FACILITIES. x}\\*‘/ | <
END AND ACK IN OR PLS o ¥ N /7~g

WA  GORRgNQy ADVEFED SEPARATELY ‘ s e

WA 2-25 AM OK FBI WA ELR g Jun . 198

RH oK FB*Eo-&H}?w,m:zinwa e

M  OK FBI ME JB | Q/j@/\}

€l OK FBI CI RES

56%@!515{%‘9"611@& CI OPR




URGENT 6~§-61 5-09

FROM SZ
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i‘

\
~

10 DIZéCTOR AND SAC, JACKSONVILLE
, MIAMI I P

HAVANA SPECIAL NUMBER SEVEN FIVE, FLA. EAST COAST ’RAILROA
EN ROU/ZE TO MIAMI SIX FIVE SIXTY ONE., RACIAL MATTERS.

R N
. EPARTLIENT Ur JuoliCE

- IMICATIONS SECTION
JUN 6 N G

TELEWPE Mr, Conrad...... /

My, Tolson... ..
Mr. Belmont___

Mr, DPeLoach.......

b6 Mz, BEvans

; Mr. Malone Y/

b7cC

o Mz, Rosen)

:b7D Mz, Sulliva

: Mr, Tavel L2 ..

Mr. Trotter. e
L3 End Tele' ROOIIL-.-——

Mz, Ingram..e..
PM EST PS Miss Gandy.—..

-4:-

i

WHEN BOARDING CAPTIONE ?/

o

SRT SQERET w  ST15E,

‘%&:@

.\\END AND ACK PLS

WA 6-11 PM OK FBIWA WS
JK OK FBI JK SRF

TU

TRAIN AT TEN PM AT JACKSONVILLE, FLA., OVERHEARD CONDUCTOR

INSTRUCTING PORTER TO SEPARATE WHITE AND COLORED PEOPLE
AS THEY BOARDED TRAIN,

LATER CONDUCTOR TOLD SEVERAL PEOPLE,

INCLUDING CI THAT HE COULD NOT INTEGRATE HIS TRAIN IN VIEW
OF TROUBLE CAUSED BY QUOTE FREEDOM RIDERS UNQUOTE. CIC AND

MIAMI PD NOTIFIED, JACKSONVILLE NOTIFY CIC, PD AND SECURITY
. OFFICE, FLA, EAST COAST RAILROAD,

J
<

Pyt B - ."::::J [ SRS

gy JUN 8 1461

w&ﬂg _%ﬁﬁ

£G JUN13 1961 (O

o




@/fﬁgé& 0ng  SRNIOERE~ S35,

BN 141047 oo

S ——

[ e R
s » -

2 S 1 W
o ’ FEDERAL BUREAB OF nevE. 6},4 St ~ . - | M. Toleo

¢ | Mr. Belmont—m
L U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JASTiCE ’ Myx. MohToor—
GOMMUNICAIIO S ;éECTIQN Mr, Callahan ——

JUNY y ) be Mr. Conrad..—

: Mr. DeLoach——
‘ b7C —

NG eomre
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se
livan.——
37 S
otter——
Tele. RoOOWesm—
Mr. Ingram ———
Miss Gandy—m

URGENT ¢~7-61 3-15 AM EST HHS

TO RECTOR, FBI ANDSAC-S BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE, NEW ORLEANS,

NEW YORK, NEWARK AND SPRINGFIELD
NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON
FROM SAC, ATLANTA 157-NEW 3P

PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GAe« TO JACKSON MISS.,

JUNE SEVEN, SIXTYONE, RM., CONTEMPT OF COURT ORDER, CR.
REBUTEL JUNE SIX LAST.

OBSERVED
ARRIVING ATLANTA ON EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT FIVE ONE FIVE
AT SEVEN FORTY PM JUNE SIX LAST.

PROCEEDED TO ONE NINE SEVEN
AND ONE HALF AUBURN AVE., N.E. ATLANTA-WHERE THEY MET

UNKNOUN NEGRO MALE, THIRTY, SIX FT. ONE IN., ONE SIXTY
POUNDS, SLENDER, DARK BROWN, CURLY BLACK HAIR, WEARING WHITE
COAT, BLACK SLACKS, STRAd%AT. ONE NINE SEVEN AND ONE HALF

AUBURN AVE., NoEs IS THE OFFICE OF THE FREEDOM RIDE CO- @

ORDINATING COMMITTEE WHICH W%BBSET UP BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN lo o

E%T 8 /57~ 257
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, STBDENT NON DASH VIOLENT COORDINATING

COMMITTEE, AND CONGRESS\AO' R@CE'A‘;“EQUALITY. QEJUN S 1961
N
END PAGE ONE 440 A

/ ! p
Frsne -y —M&
: ’,7?/ o \'—B‘S' L\f.’,\“’z

RELAYED TO __A_QL___Q




bo
b7C
PAGE TWOs s
THREE ABOVE INDIVIDUALS STAYED AT THIS OFFICE FOR

ABOUT ONE HOUR THEN CHECKED INTO NEGRO YeMeCeAs,

BUTLER STREET. 'UNKNOWN REGISTERED AS

KANKAKEE, ILLs

FURNISHED ADDRESS AS

NYC4 IS CONNECTED WITH CORE AND HAS

BEEN IN ATLANTA SEVERAL DAYSe FOR INFO SPRINGFIELD BUREAU ADVISED
THAT WHITE MALE, NeYe

NEGRO MALE, MEMBER OF N.Y. BAR AND POSSIBLY

OF NeY. CHAPTER OF NAACP, WERE GOING FROM NEWARK TO JACKSON,

MISS. VIA ATLANTA. WIRED JUSTICE DEPT. HE VIEWS WITH
ALARM UNLAWFUL INTERFERENCE WITH RéSIDENTS OF N.Y. BY

ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI AUTHORITIES AND HE AND ARE

GOING TO ALABAMA AND MISS, TO INVESTIGATE SITUATION AND TOJGIVE
LEGAL COUNSEL TO INDIVIDUALS UNLAWFULLY DETAINED BY STATE
END PAGE TWOsss




T
RNTH THREE ‘ | .

PAGE THREE

b6
bic

AUTHORITIES., TRAVEL IN ALABAMA MAY BE IN VIOLATION
OF COURT ORDER ISSUED BY USDJ FRANK M. JOHNSON, JR.

ON JUNE SECOND LAST. SPRINGFIELD IDENTIFY

ND SUTEL RESULTS TO BUREAU, ATLANTA, MOBILE,

BIRMINGHAM AND NEW ORLEANS. ‘NO INCIDENTS ATLANTA. FISUR
CONTINUES.

END AND ACK IN OR PLS

WA 4-25 AM OK FBI WA HFL

BH OK ¥BI BH WHC

MO OK FBI MO WLM.

NK OK FBI NK WPN

SI OK FBI SI RCR

FBI NO 0711 ADVISED SEPARATELY
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The Attorney. Geneéral . - . T June 7, 1861 .
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SN I‘PEWBOM R‘mz 1961 e NG /Y , /R
S BACIAL HATTERS; DESTRUCTION OF 27449 é Saq_/
7 - AIRCRAFT OR LOTOR VEHICLES; CIVIL RIGHY S
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Seven .creedam rz.ders 'ﬁ:z-a.veled from Hew Grleans by .{
Trazlways Eus, argiving at Jagkson, Higsissippi, at 11:27 a.m.,

R “'June 6, 1961, They were arvested upon arrival: and " ‘convicted: o '
ST breach “of’ the peace, . Back was fined $200 and senitenced. i.o %xir
3 mon‘i:hs 3 Jail with sixi:y days of the sentence sus ended. R e
WK ‘ ..+ Vle have weae:s.ved :mzormaticn inéicat.lnv thai: %he AT L
N *f’cﬂ lowxng freedom ride.a have- been’ scheduled: - R S
. — » ) ’3\:6‘ i ,,,;; ‘ 3
g .six freedom r.i.de:s travel:mg fron ﬂashv:.lle S e Bl N
IR -7 by bus aze, scheduled to arrive at Jacksom, -, - i T 20
< mgszssappz, at 12:45 p.m., June 7, 1961, T ERE TR
N L N . R N . x* :z‘,
R LT if‘?hroa frecdon riders are $cheduled o f iy L §a; 3
R £ron ﬁ‘fs. Louis to Jackson, Hiks 15@1}993. s ‘am*i.v-m:; Lo EReE
\;{;;‘ N | ,." ':',,f b . ing a% 55 p.m.’ Jm@ 7, 96‘1. . . g\",‘ ‘_}4 ’ o ,Z'y
""welve “frocdon ?iders plan 0 i:“*avel from - - rgdes ,

-‘;.f-_'«fliashville 0 .Jackson, HDississippi, on' Juid. 8,@5 AR
e ..961, and will: m'a‘bably tz'mrel by bus, RRE »?53“ ARLE T

Nine .a::-:-eedom x’ldez’s are cheduied ‘i:e s’;rav/i
o+ EZzoin New Orlesins o Jackson, ﬂississippi gon, -
I ._}szra 2, 1961, "‘hei.t? ,ze'i:hoét ei travel 19 ﬁ"'nknm’n. .

St 1 Seven ‘?ree-ﬁom mderb in'i:em‘i ’1:0 sravel ﬁvom R,
-~ 4: 7 -poek HLLY, South Camlina, ko gachkson, mss:lss ppz,

.- oa either Jume 12, 1961, or Jupa 13 wﬁ;. 'i.‘heiw ‘, e
m:,thad oE ravel iz unknem. ; EEOPRER AU S

o ‘i:a’avel xrom

Vashington, D L.y “£o “dackson, m.g,.., sippi, on
Tolshn H LAY ;' ¢ i ‘eitheyr “ii}'k@’ 12 '3B8l, or dune 1 1::“ ‘
o b Qﬁ(ﬂx‘?»i

I

(u}“

z@n % =2 Ha Wine £reedcm r;-.ders av'e scheduleca

e S Babl mei:had of, trwve:i. is unknbm.
e Y A » - LD

- Mr; Mohr — .. e“%page% 4‘%
1, - Mr, DeLoach 14 s ,,r, PRI

—+— 1 .- Mr, Evahs" 4
T L - M. Sull:.van,

afcjan (6 G
M}%&% |:] ?ELETYPE UNIT]_-:]

f‘"ﬁ- j R '.¢~-—~”‘”3"-~ ;‘5
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Misc 77 CIV 999 USDC SDNY
The Attoraey al VY
of e dow York state o
|& Mow York <

“attorpey m pf the New York Chapter, i
Fational A or the Advascessnt of \ "/ ‘

Tolaved pevp! P), flew to Atlanta om
June @, 1981, han previous the
Departasnt of Justice that he amd will

procesd to Montgomery, Alabama, and Jackson,
Mississippi, by bus uwatag "sll tuunin lnxhhh
o persons traveling within the U, =.”

A group of Corasll University studeats was

to leave Ithaca, New York, by asirplane Juae &,
1961, to join frevdom riders &t an usdiscloasd
location in the Seuth. 4s additioarl group
is plomning o leave Ithacs on June 1R, 1941,

I |ans boen in comtect with seversl Communist
Party wembers ia tha past sand han slav associsted with the subject
of an eaplonage investigation but thers is »o evidencs that he
is & ssmber of the Cossunist Party. Om April 31, 1961, he
spoke st & rally of the New York Coumcil X0 Abolish the Un~Amoricen
Activities Committen.

I |
and in 1355 he represented several sembers of the Natioaslist
Party of Puerto Rico who were trisd for seditious conspiracy,

| Ihas sdmitted former mesbership in the
Anerican Veterane ttee and American Youth for Democracy.

Bo allegedly left t orgeaisations wpon discoverisg that they
were under commwaist domisation.

| hn_rupmtod by the Communist Party whea he
was | of the New Yerk Chapter of the NAACD,
There is a0 evidence that he sought such backing or that he ix
& monber of the Compunist Farty.

’
7

o
An informant has advised tAat & sesting of the C (2 1]
of iscis 13 be held ia tom, D, C., OB
1981, -t] kt was stated t the
principal spesker vill bl |1t is not Xnown &t this
time whether the spesker is the| |-

ERS . ' - g o ' (.-..,-—;_.
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. k7C
The Attormey Genaral

The Communist Party is coantiaulng its oiforts te waploit
this isesuw. %e have beon informed that the New York State Coemunist
Perty is formulating plang for the purpose of sending & bus load
of white and Negro treedox viders Irom New York City to Alabawa
or Yimeissippi each week begimaing ia June, 1Y6]l.

Communist Party members are being urged to mitend ang
financislly support an all day meeting to b held at the
Aslem Methodist Church in Kew York City on June 10, 1561, This
reeting will bs devotod 1o freedow rides and it hes besn reportsg
that sevearal promipeat ministera are to spesk.

[ | commuaint arty [ | queens County,
Now York, has sllogedly made refersace to & rally for the
freesdomn riders iy b held at Union Hquare, Hew York City, va
June 13, 196), sad bhe nlko aesationed that Harry Pelsfoate is
scheduled to campaign mnd selicit fugds for the fraedom Tiders.

Gn the evening of Jume 5, 1961, thore was a pescaful
desonatration in Chicage in front of the Trailwayas Bum tarminai,
An interrscial group of approximstely seventy persons carried
signe eupporting the freedom riders,

The rally sponsorsd by the Chicego Commities to
Latend the Bill of Rights was beld in Chicago on ihe evening of
Jume 5, 19€1, This wae atiended by approximately four or Iive
hundred persons of whom fility per cent werse reporied to
Negroes., Iaforsatiou ias Leen received that $484 w lected
st the rally. The principsl spesier was JOr, Valt wrgBaL, ./ -
» retived professor from ¥ayas State Ualveralty in Jetroit,
Bi ¢ bUr. Bergmidil Féquested college -tudontu, upon comkpietion
of their fisal examinations, to take oas day's trainimg in
Chicago and then ta procend south by bus rp fi1l the ,mils i
Jackson, muinipph

Angther desonstration at the Trailways Bas teraraml
in Chicago bes heen snnounced Sor June 10, 1961,




The Attorasy Uenersi

%e ars contiauing V0 vigorously press all mapects
of this matter which imlicate s violation, Y¥e will continve
to follow other pbases through sources and inforaasts, and the
LDupsrtsent will be prompily advimed of fufure pertinent devolopments,

1 - Mr, Byroa R, Waite
isputy Attoxrney (eaeral

1 = Assistant Attoraey General
Burke Marshalil

i - Aasistant Attorney Generai
Jo ¥miter Teagley

i ~ Assistant Attorney General
5’]‘“11 Je lill'&‘, Jr.

NOTE: This memo is classified “Canfidentied' because
exposure of the informants would adverselgrz affect
defense interests of the U. S.

ers

.1 va—fd‘mg
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URGENT 6-6~61 2-18 o
- - AM CST TJB s Gy

TO DIRECTOR FBI AND SAC ST. LOUIS _ -

FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS /157-264/ 1-Pp

FREEBUS, CORE REPRESENTATIVE, JACKSON,

MISS., ADVISED THAT GROUP OF FREEDOM RIDERS WILL LEAVE ST.LOUIS,

MOs., ABOUT NOON JUNE SIX VIA AIRLINES DESTINATION‘JACKSON,

'MISSs, TO TEST FACILITIES JACKSON AIRPORT. HAS NO FURTHER

DETAILS. ST.LOQUIS CONTACT CORE REPRESENTATIVE

ST.LOUIS, HOME PHONE NUMBER F O SEVEN SIX THREE EIGHT THREE,
OFFICE PHONE C H ONE FIVE ZERO EIGHT FIGHT., SECURE ALL FLIGRT DATA

NAMES OF RIDERS AND DESCRIPTIONS IF KNOWNe. SUTEL. ABOVE INFO BUR- i:)
EAU,

. (A
END AND ACK PLS, @ fzél
WA 4-20 AM OK FBI WA HFL & s ST
SSL. OK FBI SL JPH ,reac\‘ﬁ\@; s JUH W ﬂgﬂtﬂj_}
TU DICO :\?g.}f}%‘) [ W;i-ﬂﬁ

PR s LT ] .
1 MOy e .

’ Wit g S ]
Mg g sy e e .
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#~ GPTIONAL FORM NO. ;o goison
hé elmont
UNITED STATES GOVEAdENT s b7C o

allahan
Conrad

Memorandum | 3

ans

Trotter
Tele. Room
FROM : A. Ros ' ey
o
suBjecT: __FREEDOM RIDEXRS = /7 /3C
MEMPHIS, E, TO
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 6/7/61 o
RACIAL MATTERS -

With reference to the six freedom riders who departed

"Me%phiE*_Iﬁnnessee‘_Ihis_Torning en route to Jackson, Mississippi,
SA Jackson, Mississippi, has furnished

the following information:

The Trailways bus (#5708) carrying the freedon
riders arrived at the Trailways bus station, Jackson, Mississippi,
at 1:12 p.m., CST, today (3:12 p.m, Washington time). The
freedom riders immediately disembarked from the bus and the
three white members of the group proceeded into the colored
waiting room of the depot, while the three Negro members
proceeded- into the white waiting room, They were ordered to
move on by officers of the Jackson, Mississippi, Police
Department, and upon refusing to comply, were arrested and
charged with breach of the peace. The arrests occurred at
1:25 p.m., CST (3:25 p.m. Washington time),

There was no crowd at the bus depot, no disturbance
occurred and the arrests were carried out in an orderly manner.

- The arrested freedom riders will be tried either
late this afternoon or tomorrow. X

5 0JUN 14451

M

alone
v Roseft e
TO : Mr. Belmont % . DATE: 6/7/61 itzliie\icm

s
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Alabama, as a result of a complaint by an elderlf white female

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

UNITED STATES GOV ENT ' b6

Memorandum ~ V| g

My, DeLoach....

TO : Mr, Belmont DATE: dJune 3, 1961 (M _L] !
A R ;See-‘ti/
FROM e« Rosepn, . icalNe Tretter...
" P ] ) * Ca Tele. Room
JFREELoMT K POERS~ 27/5C, Mgsmﬁ?@«—m
supject: FREEBUS Regding ﬁ°°§’3
| Majl-Boom i

Judge Frank M, Johnson/lssued a preliminary injunction on
6/2/61 against two klan groups, their officials, and other named
individuals. The effect of the preliminary injunction is to prevent
interference, by those concerned, with the free movement of individuals
in interstate commerce through or into Alabama. ‘

thnﬁ%lso issued a temporary restraining order against the
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, Montgomery County Jail Council, the Student Nashville
Nonviolent Movement and Negro leaders. The order mestrains these
groups and individuals from sponsoring, assisting or encouraging )
individuals to travel in interstate commerce to test state or local laws
relating to racial segregation.

Two groups of freedom riders traveled by Trailways bus from
Montgomery, Alabama, to Jackson, Mississippi, accordlng to plan on
6/2/61., Both groups tested bus terminal facilities in Montgomery prior
to their departure without incident., TUpon arrival in Jackson, they
tested facilities there and were arrested by local pollce. A total
of 13 were arrested and are in jail,

The second group tested facilities in Montgomery subsequent
to the issuance of a temporary restraining ordexr against groups and
individuals involved in the freedom rider movement, Judge Johnson
desired no, action concerning this incident.

N\, §

one of the white members of the second
group, was arrested by Dallas County, Alabama, authorities at Selma,

passenger, She swore out a warrant against
with breach of the peace and assault. »y v

SEE SELIAL WRSOX FolALL IV
1 - Mr. Mohr Coppeetpn SERIAL. A

1 - Mr. DeLoach W/}f /xo/.?f 0'57

who was charged

1l - Mr, Evans

..‘. - \'ta) - M?y?" /
CFCW: - 3
(anm . LELT ,

-Vi"
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont
RE: FREEBUS

a student at Virginia Union
University, advised that'he is the leader of a group of five

Negro students from the university who plan to travel by bus -
to Jackson, MEEEEEE&QB;, -as freedom riders on 6/5/61,

At a heeting of the Cornell Committee Against Segregation
on 6/2/61,] |2 freedom rider, allegedly described
Louisiana and MiSsissippi as essentially police states and he
accused the New Orleans Police Department of having a corps of dogs
trained to attack freedom riders and Negroes., Also allegedly

tﬁffffﬁ:falephones of CORE* members tapped by New Orleans police,

4

was arrested 5/30/61 in Jackson as a freedom rider and
paid his fine 6/1/61. % Congress of Racial Equality

A Freedom Rally is scheduled to be held in a New York
City Baptist Church on the evening of 6/5/61 to protest jailing
of freedom riders and secure Federal protection for the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference. Reverends JAbernathy, Shuttlesworth
and Martin Luther King, Jr.,ame,allegedly among speakers.
Information received that Reverend/Shuttlesworth has accepted a

lchurch atl
|

Gus Hall, General Secretary of the Communist Party (CB),
{urged organized support of freedom riders at city-wide CP meeting
in New York City 5/31/61. Stressed the writing of letters and
telegrams to the President and the Attorney General requesting them
ﬁo fulfill their election promises on civil rights,
e R :

Max ;Thomas, Superingendent of Hinds County Penal Farm
who was suspended 5/29/61 after complaints of mistreatment on part
of two freedom riders, was reinstated on 6/2/61. Investigation by
sheriff of freedom rider's charges reportedly found no mistreatment.
Sheriff's findings based on statements from Thomas and various
individuals present at the time, including Negro prisoners.

It is reported that the hunger strike of the freedom
riders in Jackson, Mississippi, jail is continuing.

ACTION M&

A memorandum is being prepared for the Attorney

%@sﬁ% /ﬁ% /fiﬂ’%&/ |

General.




Memorandum for Mr. Belmont

DETAILS
) The freedom riders who had assembled in
Montgomery on 6/1/61 proceeded to Jackson, Mississippi,
according to plan on 6/2/61. They traveled in two groups.

The first group, consisting of four Negroes and
three whites, departed by Trailways bus at 7:35 a,m., after
testing the facilities in the Montgomery Trailways bus
station. There were no incidents. . A number of police
officers and photographers were present but there were
very few spectators. Upon arrival in Jackson, Mississippi,
six members of this group tested the depot facilities and
were promptly arrested and charged with breach of the
peace. The seventh member of the group reportedly did not
test facilities because he had to return to his home for
an emergency. The six who were arrested are in jail and
trial has been set for 3:00 p.m., Monday, 6/5/61.

The second group, consisting of five Negroes and
three whites, departed Montgomery at 11:30 a.m. by Trailways
bus. This group originally consisted of seven members; -
however, an additional member joined the group in Montgomery,
The bus terminal facilities were tested without incident
prior departure, It is noted that this occurred shortly
after Federal Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr. had issued a temporary
restraining order against various groups and individuals
involved in the freedom rider movement, as well as a preliminary
injunction against two klan groups, their officials, and other
named individuals, The effect is to prevent interference by
all concerned with the free movement of individuals in inter-
state commerce, The judge desired no action re this incident.

An incident occurred while the second group was en
route from Montgomery to Jackson., At Selma, Alabama, an
elderly white woman left the bus and swore out a warrant
against Ralph D. Fertig, one of the white freedom riders,
The charge was breach of the peace and assault. Fertig was
arrested by Dallas County, Alabama, authorities and the bus,
along with the complainant, then continued on its way.
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont\

Upon reaching Jackson, Mississippi, the remaining
seven freedom riders were arrested in the bus terminal by
Jackson Police in connection with their attempts to test
facilities there. There were no incidents. No trial date
has yet been set for this group and none have attempted to
make bond. They are in the Jackson City Jail.

Thé temporary restfaining orderrwas issued againgﬁﬁﬁﬁ;
the Congress of ,Racial Equality (CORE), Southern Christianjgﬁﬁé

Leadership Conférence, Montgomery .County Jail Council, the77¥ '
Student Nashyille Nonviolent Movement, | |
Martin Luthe King,.dr Y [ZRalph DX Abernatw

15 This order reéstrains the groups and

individuals and thosé acting in concert with them from sponsoring,
assisting or encouraging individuals to travel in interstate commerce
for the purpose of testing the state or local laws relating to

racial segregation and from committing any act designed to cause
violence upon passengers in interstate commerce, Hearing on

order scheduled for 6/12/61, -

a student at Virginia Union

University, advised on 6/2/61 that he is the leader of a group
of five Negro students of the University who plan to go to
Jackson, Mississippi, as freedom riders on 6/5/61, They will
travel by unchartered Trailways bus and the date of arrival in
Jackson is as yet unknown since the group will lay over a few
hours in Atlanta, Georgia, to coordinate plans with)| |
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating.Committee,| |
stated he knew of no other individuals from any surrounding areas
who plan to travel as freedom riders. .

It is noted information had previously been received
that members of Sigma Alpha Mu Fraternity, Cornell University,
were planning to travel to New Orleans to serve as freedom riders,
Sources at Cornell University have not confirmed this and now
state that no members of the fraternity have been recruited for
this purpose,

At a meeting of the Cornell Committee Against Segretation,
held on 6/2/61, mention was made that a group had left from one
fraternity but neither the participants nor the fraternity was

ﬁj; ;. further identified., One of the speakers at this meeting was
I

a freedom rider who went from New Orleans to Jackson

by train on 5/30/61 and was arrested at the station in Jackson.
We have been advised that he paid his fine and departed  Jackson
by airplane 6/1/61 en route to Syracuse, New York,

-4 -
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont

At the meeting allegedly described
Louisiana and Mississippi as essentially police states and
he accused the New Orleans Police Department of having a
canine corps of dogs trained to attack freedom riders and
Négroes.| is also alleged to have stated that
telephones o ORLE members are tapped by the New Orleans
Police Department which cooperates with the White Citizens
Council, turning information on CORE over to the council,
Speakers at the meeting encouraged freedom riders to go
south in groups and by train as this means is more economical
and is safer. It was reported that.efforts are now being
made to recruit white females as freedom riders,

It has been reported that a ¥reedom Rally will be
held at Mount Olivete Baptist Church in New York City at
8:30 p.m., 6/5/61. The purpoese of the rally is allegedly to
protest the jailing of freedom riders and to secure Federal
protection for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.
Speakers reportedly mill include Revereand Martin Luther
King, Jr., Reverend Ralph A. Abernathy and Reverend Fred L.
Shuttlesworth, Sponsors of the rally are reported to be the
Social Aciién Commission of the Empire State Baptist
Convention and the New York Division of the Southern Christian -
Leadership Conference,

With respect to Reverend éhuttlesworth, information
has been received to the effect that Shutilesworth has stated
he has conditionallv accepted a church ak

Communist Party (CP) interest in the freedom ride
movement continues to be high., A confidential informant has
advised that a large city-wide CP meeting was held 5/31/61
in New York City at which Gus Hall, General Secretary of the
party, urged organized support of the freedom riders, He
stressed an increase in the number aiid size: of protests and
the writing of letters and telegrams to President XKennedy and
the Attorney General, asking them to fulfill their election
promises on civil rights,

* Congress of Racial Equality
-5 -
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont

\

"It will be recalled that Max’iXhomas, Superintendent
of the Hinds County Penal Farm, was suspended on 5/29/61
after two Freddom riders alleged they had been mistreated for
failing to answer questions "Yes sir" or "No sir.'" .
Sheriff J. Robert Gilfoy of Hinds County advised on 6/2/61
that Superintendent Thomas had been reinstated, Sheriff Gilfoy
had conducted .an~investigation and had reported that victim
| who had claimed he was struck with a
blackjack, was not hit but instead got a small laceration
on the head during a scuffle with Thomas while Thomas was
defending himself., The sheriff stated his findings were
based on statements taken from Thomas, three guards, a jailer

and ten inmates, both white and Negro, who were chosen at
random. '

Fflee

It is reported that the freedom riders in jail at
Jackson, Mississippi, are continuing their hunger strike,

Wk Re g8
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TO Mr. Belmont DATE:;

Tele. Room
Ingram
Gandy

FROM A,

SUBJECT: FREEBUS

SYNOPSIS

Seven freedom riders from New Orledns arrested upo

arrival in Jackson, Mississippi, 6/6/61 and convicted same date
of breach of the peace, .

Each freedom rider sentenced to four months in jail
\of which 60 days was suspended and fined $200; All prior

sentences consisted of a $200 fine and 60 days in jail with
entire jail sentence suspended,

Seventy~two freedom riders have now been arrested at
\Jackson since 5/24/61., Seventeen have been released on bond,

two have been released on payment of fines and 53 remaln in
custody,

b6
b7C

Six freedom riders from Nashville are to arrive at
Jackson, 12:45 p.m., 6/7/61, by bus, Three freedom riders are
scheduled to fly from St. Louls to Jackson, Mississippi, arriving
at 4:55 p.m,, Central Standard Time, 6/7/61.

Twelve freedom riders plan to travel from Nashville
-to Jackson probably by bus 6/8/61.

. - Nine freedom riders w111 travel from New Orleans:to
"Jackson 6/9/61, method of travel unknown,

2 Seven freedom riders will travel from Rock Hlll

. §6uth Carollna, to Jackson 6/12/61 or 6/13/61, method of™ travel
, unknown.

%
Wi {

Nine fyeedom riders will travel from Washlngton, D. Co,
to Jackson 6/1%/%1 or 6/13/éiphmethod of travel unknown,

24T REC- 46
member of New York State
4]New York attorney and pwsiE

fIéw to Atlaﬁt 67/6/61.

stated theY WlTl PerQQQ_EQ_MQnIEQmEEV, Alabama, and Jackson,
MlSSlSSlppl, by bus have both had questionable™
ﬂrelatlonshlps with communists but are not known

1 - Mr, Mohr  -to be members of the Communist Party.
1 - Mr, DelLoach Ni -

k?‘?Mr vans ; PR i
@ ‘;, ’1:‘;-33\‘ :
WLM: 3‘5‘@“1‘ o° 9 195?

™o

\

Mohr — =

i
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont
RE: TFREEBUS

A group of Cornell University freedom riders was to
leave Ithaca, New York, 6/6/61, by airplane to join other
freedom riders at an undisclosed location in the South. An
additional group plans to leave Ithaca 6/12/61.

Information received that| Jwill speak

at a meeting of Congress of Racial Equality i Coy
1 6/11/6 i own whether

New York State Communist Party reportedly plans to send
a bus load of freedom riders from New York to Alabama or
Mississippi each week beginning this month.

Communist Party members are being urged to lend moral

and financial support to an all day meeting 6/10/61 at the

Salem Methodist Church, New York City, which will deal with

freedom riders.

Communist Party Chairman, Queens County, New York, made

reference to a rally for the freedom riders planned for 6/13/61
at Union Square and mentioned that Harry Belafonte is scheduled
to campaign for and soli;i% funds for freedom riders,

one of four subjects arrested by

FBI in connection with bus burning g;_égg;g&gn*_Alaham?i 5/14/61,
was released on $5,000 bond 6/6/61, : Jklan leader
who previously made bond for a co-subject of accompanied

two other individuals who made bond for|

Conductor of East Coast Railroad's Havana Special
[reportedly segregated passengers at Jacksonville, 6/5/61,

g 7

A memorandji is being prepared for the information
of the Attorney General,

ACTION
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Memorandum to Mr., Belmont
DETAILS

Seven freedom riders traveled from New Orleans by
Trailways Bus, arriving at Jackson, Mississippi, 11:27 a.nm.,
6/6/6l. They immediately proceeded to the white waiting room
of the bus depot and were arrested without incident. They
were convicted the same date of breach of the peace and each
was fined $200 and sentenced to serve four months in jail of
which 60 days was suspended. All prior sentences have consisted
of a $200 fine and 60 days in jail with the entire jail sentence
suspended,

A total of 72 freedom riders have now been arrested
at Jackson, Mississippi, since 5/24/61. Seventeen have been
released on bond, two have been released upon payment of their
fines and 53 remaln in custody. :

Charles R}&Oldham, attorney, National Chairman of == 7..

gongress._.o cial Equality (CORE), St. Touis, advised

group of freedom riders consisting of two Negro males and one
Negro female will depart from St. Louis 6/7/61 at 2:55 p.m.,
Central Daylight Time, via Delta Airlines Flight Number 465,
en route to Jackson, Mississippi, where they will arrive at
4:55 p.m., Central Stzgdard Time,

CORE representatlve at Jackson,
Mississippi, advised that 12 freedom riders will arrive in
~JECESoR T Fom Nashville, Tennessee, on 6/8/61 and they will
probably travel by bus. Nine freedom riders will arrive on
6/9/61 from New Orleans, method of travel unknown; .7 freedom
riders will arrive 6/12/61 or 6/13/61 from Roeck Hill,

South Carol1na, method of travel unknown; and nine freedom riders
will arrive on 6/12/61 or 6/13/61 from Washington, D. C., method

of travel unknown.

| member of the New York State f.e_us_lam_l

a New York attorney and paSEXhXx
ot the New York Caapter, NAACP, departed from Newark by Eastern
Airlines at 6:00 p.m,, 6/6/61, to arrive_in Atlanta, Georgia,
?§E§?43 p.m., 6/6/61] is white and[______ Jis a Negro.
| sent a telegram to the Department indicating that he and
will proceed to Montgomery, Alabama,  and Jackson,

Missassippi, by bus, using "all facilities available to persons
traveling within the U, S.".
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont

has been in contact with several members
o1 the Communist Party in the past although there is no
evidence that[ ___ |himself is a member; . On 4/21/61 Lane
spoke at a rally in New York City of the New York Council

to Abolish the Un-American Activities Committed

|several members of the Nationalist
Party of Puerto Rico at a seditious conspiracy trial in
1955, 1In his application for reduction of bail for two
defendants{::::ffbtated that he had been informed by an
attorney representing other defendants that FBI Agents had
threatened at least one of his clients with pengdlties due to
the other attorney's participation in the casei____ Jcould
not back this up.

| |has also been in contact with Isidore Gibby

Needleman, who has been under investigation for espionage
activities and who contributed to[:::ﬁz:]campaign fund in
October, 1960,

| |registered as supporting the American Labor
Party from 1948 to 1952.

| |is an admitted former member of

the American Veterans Committee and American Youth for
Democracy. He reportedly left these organizations upon
discovering that they were under communist domination.

The Communist Party backed his election to the office of
President of the New York Chapter, NAACP, but there is no
evidence that he sought this backing or that he is a member
of the Communist Party.

| voted the American Labor Party ticket in
1946, 1947 and 1948,
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont

A source at Cornell University has advised that a
group was to. leave Ithaca, New York, 6/6/61, by airplane to
join the freedom riders at an undisclosed location in the

South, An additional group is planning to leave Ithaca,
6/12/61.

An informant has advised that a meeting of CORE is

f?ﬂnahzuaLJxleLheld I
The meeting will deal with the freedom

rides and| |is scheduled to be the main_ speaker

%t is not kpnown at tThis Time whether the speaker isl

) Z

A rgéiable §ourre has advised that
Communist Part Queens County, New York, stated that

“the New York State Communist Party is formulating plans for the
purpose of sending a bus load of white and Negro freedom riders

from New York City to Alabama or Mississippi each week beginning’
in June, 1961.

It was also reported that| |discussed an all day
meeting to be held at |

The agenda deals with the freedom riders and several prominent
ministers are to speak. Communist Party members are being

urged to attend: this meeting for the purpose of lending moral
and financial support. :

L 41made reference to a rally for the freedom riders
that is planned to be held 6/13/61 at Union Square and mentioned
that Harry Belafonte is scheduled to campaign for and solicit
funds to support the freedom riders.

L | one of the four subjects arrested
by the FBI in comnnection with the bus burning. in Anniston,
Alabama, on 5/14/61,was relegfed on $5,000 bond,, 6/6/61l. The

ESERd was provided byl | and Johnny#BrookE~“who were
accompanied byl lis a klan leader who
~previously made bond fo who was arrested with

| is presently the subject of a Fraud Against the
Government investigation in that he falsely represented that the
property used on[fﬁf:ff:]bond nas free of encumberance,
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont

A confidential informant has advised that he boarded
the East Coast Railroad, ''Havana Special," at Jacksonville,
Florida, at 10:00 p.m., 6/5/61., Informant overheard the conductor
instructing the porter to separate white and colored people as
they boarded the train., Later the conductor told several people
that he could not integrate his train in view of the trouble
caused by freedom riders., The train was en route to Miami,

.
| |student Nonviolent Movement, Nashwille,

Tennessee, advised that Six freedon Tiders Will leave Nashville
at 1:10 a.m,, 6/7/61, by Trailways Bus, scheduled to arrive at

. Memphis 6:25 a.m.,, 6/7/61. They will leave Memphis at

7:45 a.m, by Trailways Bus to arrive at Jackson Mississippi,
12:45 p.m., Central Standard Time, 6/7/61[ ____ ]stated that the
group may test the facilities at Memphis but the primary purpose
- of the trip is to test the facilities at Jackson.

(;M a/’(‘? l/'f’
g 4 .
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Time of Call' 1:20 P.m, Tele. Room
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sugject: FREEBUS JRpeEdem frOERS~ ST,

SAC Crosby, El Paso, was contacted to determine

ﬁﬁ results of his inguiry into information furnished by[:::::::]
Pis . SAC Crosby statéd a closing teletype was

/ en route. . Cotr) FEX Lt
I | 5

He pointed out briefly that had been inter-
viewed and[::§::]had been reintervieﬁka. It is now apparent
that t as furnished by[____ |about a "caravan" were
untrue |did not volunteer the reforted information to

it was apparently a case of :putting the words
in mouth,

The logical route to be taken by any such caravan
would go through Midland, Texas., A discreet surveillance was
conducted by the police department from 1:15 to 5:00 a,m,, CST,
and no pertinent information was noted.

El Paso furnished los Angeles with copy of its
teletype and does not intend to take any further action.

ACTION:

None, For information. Mr. Rosen should be
advised of results when he is next contacted.
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"ALLEGED CARAVAN OF CARS EASTBQUND ON HIGHWAY EIGHTY - EL PASO COUNTY

IﬁfﬁﬁﬁENT. ATTENTION CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION,
RE MY TEL CALL TO BU THIS SUBJECT SIX THREE SIXTY ONE.
%ﬁg 1&?ERV1&WE§’§§ "SGACENTS. HE STATED HE
'CONTACTED AT TORNILLO ABOUT SEVEN P.M. SIX THREE SIXTYONE

STOPPED A CAR HEADING EAST FULLOF COLORED MEN AND HAD SEEN A

COUPLE MORE CARS CARRYING COLCRED PEOPLE ALSO HEADING EAST AND

WONDERED WHAT IF ANYTHING WAS GOING ON. OLD

THE FREEDOM RIDERS., TOLD

CULARLY ACTIVE ALONG PICO BOULEVARD, LOS. ANGELES, AMONG UNEMPLOYED
LABORERS.,

SUGGESTED POSSIBLY CALIFORNIA NEGROES WERE BEING

IT WAS
COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT THE COMMUNISTS IN CALIFORNIA WERE SUPPORTING

WEVERYONE KNOWS™ COMMUNISTS ARE PARTI-

FINANCED BY COMMUNISTS 1IN CALIFORNIA‘TO HELP FREEDOM RIDERS IN SOUTH.

DETAILED QUESTIONING OF

BY BUAGENTS FAILED TO DEVELOPE ANY

INFORMATION BEYOND THE GENERAL, ®COMMON KNOWLEDGE"™ W“EVERYONE KNOWS™
~ 2 o7 L7

Z
"

PHRASES,

HAS BEEN EMPLOYED
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PAGE TWO

HAS NO CONNECTION

WITH CP IN CALIFORNIA AND APPEARED TO HAVE NO INFORMATION WHATEVER
ABOUT IT EXCEPT THE “COMMON KNOWLEDGE™ VARIETY MENTIONED ABOVE.

HE APPEARED TO BE SINCERELY DESIROUS OF BEING HELPFUL.

NEGATIVE OUR INDICES, HAS CONTINUED ON TO MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA,

FOR A VACATION, IﬁTERVIEWED AT LENGTH BY BUAGENTS.,

HIS FINAL VERSION WAS ALMOST SAME AS TO AGENTS.

BROUGHT UP COLORED

PEOPLE, FREEDOM RIDERS AND TROUBLE IN THE SOUTH, SUGGESTED

POSSIBILITY COLORED PEOPLE GOING EAST, OBSERVED BY MIGHT BE

GOING SOUTH TO AGITATE AT THE INSTIGATION OF CALIFORNIA COMMUNISTS.

AID GAVE HIM NO SPECIFIC INFORMATION., HOWEVER

INSISTED THAT THE VERSION OF THIRTY FIVE LATE MODEL, MIDDLE PRICED
CARS EACH WITH SIX TO EIGHT COLOBED MEN IN IT PASSING THROUGH TORNILLO
ON HIGHWAY EIGHTY GOING EAST BETWEEN APPROXIMATELY SEVEN AND EIGHT
FIFTEEN P.M. SIX THREE SIXTYONE WAS TRUE. VERY SERIOUS DOUBT THROWN
ON THIS INFORMATION BY FACT THAT DISCREET SURVEILLANCE OF HIGHWAY
EIGHTY EAST THROUGH MIDLAND, TEXAS, P.D. /HAROLD WALLACE NA CHIEF/
BETWEEN ONE FIFTEEN AND FIVE A.M. SIX FOUR SIXTY ONE FAILED TO DEVELOP
END PAGE TWO




PAGE THREE
ANY INFORMATION ABOUT ANY CARLOADS OF COLORED PEOPLE GOING EAST,
ANY UNUSUAL TRAFFIC PATTERNS, ANY UNUSUAL NUMBER OF CARS WITH

CALIFORNIA PLATES, ANY CARS APPEARING TO TRAVEL IN CARAVAN OR ANY

DEPARTURE FROM ROUTINE, NORMAL TRAFFIC FOR SATURDAY NIGHT. UACB
FURTHER INQUIRY WILL BE MADE INTO THIS MATTER AND NO REPORT WILL
SUBMITTED.
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Memorandum
TO : Mr. BelmonWh pDATE: June 5, 1961 ; : .
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FROM A. Rose gf? s o ;
- 2 ERS - 77 18G4
SUBJECT: FREEBUS FRELEHIN] /?

SYNOPSIS

| Imale whoi w grrested at Selma,
Alabama, 6/2/61 while traveling with freedom riders from Montgomery,
‘A abama, to Jackson, Mississippi, reportedly states he was not a
freedom rider but merely™4h observer.

| |was arrested for assault and disturbing the peace
after he allegedly made two attempts to sit on a seat where an
( elderly white woman had her leg and he sat on the woman's leg.

: Upon release from jail, [::::::]told Associated Press
the sheriff had arranged to have him beaten, No complaint has

been received and the sheriff states when he saw[:::f::]at break-

gast~6/3/61| made no complaint and showed no signs of the
eating,

The press quotes freedom ride leaders as stating freedom
&1des will continue but will bypass Alabama where a temporary
injunction was entered against freedom rides on 6/2/61 and there

will be "fly-ins" into Jackson, Mississippi, within the next week,

Reverend Fred I%nShuttlesworth received additional sentences

at Birmingham, 6/2/61, of $200 plus costs and 360 days in jail for
allegedly interfering with police when freedom riders were taken

into protective custody 5/17/61. These sentences being appealed.

Shuttlesworth also sentenced to 24 hours in jail and fined
$10,6/2/61, for contempt in that he refused to answer when questioned
as to whether he intended to continue to violate city ordinances.
Jail sentence served;, Shuttlesworth also placed under $5,000
peace bond.

i

1| __Jco-counsel for defense at first trial {::) J
of freedom riders in‘‘JackSon, has written Jackson City Attorney, Cw
Municipal Court ‘Judge and Chief of‘Detectlves thanklng them for

their courtesy,

1 - Mr, Mohr
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Memorandum to Mr., Belmont
RE: FREEBUS

W Six Negroes arrested at municipal zoo, Jackson,
Mississippi, 6/4/61 when they refused to move from benches
customarily used by white people., Released without charges after
questioning at police station. They allegedly acted under direction
of Medgar Evers, Field Secretary, NAACP.,

Six or eight Negro students left Tallahassee, Florida,
by Greyhound Bus 6/2/61 after one of them entered the white waiting
room without incident., At Jacksonville, they entered the white
restaurant at the bus terminal and were served without incident.

~

Sit=-ins occurred at five lunch counters in Macon, Georgia,
' 6/2/61., The only incident was when a l1l7~year-old Negro boy was
 struck by a 67-year-old white man whom he sat beside, Both arrested
for disorderly conduct.

Chicago Committee to Defend the Bill of Rights is
sponsoring a Freedom Riders Rally in Chicago, 6/5/61. Richard Criley,

lvExecutive Secretary, is allegedly a member of the Communist Party.

A students ad hoc committee reportedly will demonstrate
,on behalf of the freedom riders in Chicago on the evening of 6/5/61,
A confidenti j =tates he has learned that TEN
the Dixie Klans, plan to bomb eeuem:
or. burn apartments occupied by Negroes at Cherry and Fourth Streets,
Chattanooga, This allegedly will occur some night during the
coming week, Chattanooga police have been advised.

Report that 35 cars bearing California Negroes had passed
through El Paso, Texas, 6/3/61, en route to Alabama appears to be
false. .

ACTION

A memorandum is being prepared for the information

of the Attorney General. 2
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont

DETAILS

Sheriff James G. Clark of Selma, Alabama, has furnished
the following additional details regarding
[ Imale who was arrested at Selma on 6/2;61 while traveling on

a bus with freedom riders who were going from Montgomery, Alabama,
to Jackson, Mississippi. :

Previous information indicated that[::::::]was a freedom
rider; however, he has denied this to the Sherifi's Office and has
stated that he was merely an observer,

was arrested upon the complaint of Mrs, J. Cs
Thomas, Luverne, Alabama, an elderly white woman who found it
necessary to ride with one leg on the seata[f::::::ﬁallegedly
tried to take this se o occasions and, in so doing, he sat

on Mrs. Thomas® leg{:ff:ff:fﬁwas arrested for assault and disturb-
ing the peace,

was confined in the county jail in lieu of $1,500
bond and was subsequently releasedst::fff:f]has told an Associated

Press representative that while he was in jail the sheriff arranged
to have him beaten, has not made this allegation to ‘the

FBI nor is he known to have made such an allegation to anyone

han the newspaperman. Sheriff Clargtfff:fffted that he saw

at breakfast on 6/3/61 at which tinm made no complaint
and did not show any marks of a beating.

Reverend Martin Luther King and
have been quoted in the press as indicating that freedom rides
will continue into Mississippi but will bypass Alabama in accordance
with the temporary injunction issued 6/2/61 by United States
District Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr., at Montgomery,

Martin Luther King is quoted in the press as having stated,
"I think we have revealed through many experiences that we have no
fear of going to jail and staying in jail when necessary. We have
transformed jails and prisons from dungeons of shame to havens of
freedom and justice,” o0

The press has also quoted organizer
for the Congress of Racial Equality to the'leffect that freedom rideés
will continue on the highways, om trains and there will also be
"fly-ins'" into ‘Jackson, Mississippi, within the next week,
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont

Reverend Fred L. Shuttlesworth appeared in Birmingham
Recorder's Court on the night of 6/2/61 in connection with his
activities at the Greyhound Bus station in Birmingham on 5/17/61
when a group of freedom riders was taken into protective custody
by the Birmingham Police Department: Shuttlesworth was fined
$200 plus costs and sentenced to serve 360 days in jail on
charges of '"refusing to obey the lawful command of .a police officer"
and "interfering with an officer in line of duty.”

Shuttlesworth was convicted after Birmingham Police Chief
Jamie Moore testified that Shuttlesworth had interfered with the
process of placing freedom riders into the patrol wagons on
5/17/61. Following testimony for the prosecution, Shuttlesworth
was ordered by Judge William Conway to take the stand and to
testify as to the conduct that may be expected of him in the future,
The judge specifically inquired as to whether Shuttlesworth
intended to continue to violate city ordinances, Shuttlesworth
declined to answer and invoked the Fifth Amendment: The Jjudge
ruled that the Fifth Amendment is not applicable in City Recorder's
Court and thereupon held Shuttlesworth in contempt, sentencing him
to spend 24 hours in jail and finding him $10. Shuttlesworth was
also placed under a $5,000 peace bond under the provisions of
Section 1088, General City Code:. This code section states in effect
that upon conviction, if there is reason to believe that the
individual intends to commit breach of the peace, he may be
required to post a bond to insure that he will keep the peace for
a period of up to 12 months.

Shuttlesworth served the 24 hour sentence for contempt
but is appealing the sentences he received in connection with the
substantive charges,

Js As Travis, City Attorney, Jackson, Mississippi, has
received a letter directed to him, Municipal Couxi_dgﬂgg_;gmgg_L;j
Spencer and Chief of Detectives M., Bs Pierce by
who was co-counsel for the defense at the first trial of freedom
riders in Jackson, Mississippi. This letter states in part:

"I wish you to know that it has been a
pleasure for me to honestly state that I
know of no instance where defense lawyers
have been Greated in nicer, It is always
a pleasant experience to work with or op-
pose men who uphold the high principles
of our profession.
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Memorandum to Mr,; Belmont

"Thank you for your courtesies shown while

in your city and if our office can ever be of
assistance to you in this area, we will be
only too happy to oblige."

On 6/4/61, six Negroes were arrested at the municipal

Zz0oo in Jackson, Mississippi, when they failed to obey the orders
of a police officer to move ons They were sitting on benches in
the ¥icinity of a concession stand which are not designated for
either race but which Negroes do not customarily use, All were
released without charges, being filed after they were questioned 1
at police headquarters. The Jackson police have advised that the
group had acted under the direction of Medgar Evers, Field
Secretary of the NAACP.

The Tallahassee, Florida, police have advised that on
the evening of 6/2/61 six or -eight Negro students from Florida
A and M College entered the Greyhound Bus depot at Tallahassee
to return to their homes upon the end of the school year, After
purchasing their tickets, all but one of the group sat in the
Negro waiting room, One Negro sat in the white waiting room; He
was approached by an unidentified white man who apparently told
him he was sitting in the white section; The Negro appeared
surprised but did not move, Shortly thereafter, the group departed
for Jacksonville without incident. Upon arrival in Jacksonville,
the group of Negroes from Tallahassee entered the white restaurant
in the Greyhound Bus terminal and were served without incident:
The Jacksonville police reportedly interviewed the Negroes and
were told that they were complying with. a request of the NAACP
that students returning to their homes fromccollege should test
segregated facilities,
‘ b6
Information has been received that on 6/2/61 five groups b7C
of Negroes,who appeared to be students,.attempted to integrate .
white lunch counters at five stores in downtown Macon, Georgia. -
The students reportedly departed peaceably after they were refused

service and the lunch counters were closed:, The only incident 3. APPROL 54,
occurred when a 17-year-old Negro boy, sat at a ( %l
lunch counter[fffifi FidydfRrince, a 67-year-old white man. )

Prince struck about “the head and they both departed; They
were both subsequently arrested by the Macitn police and were charged
with disorderly conduct. Lo

e B. APPROL, J§F ok

A
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont

A confidential source in Chicago has advised that the
Chicago Committee to Defend the Bill of Rights is sponsorlng a
Freedom Riders Rally to be held 6/5/61, Richard Criley,
Executive Secretary, was reportedly sending announcements to
3,500 individuals, inviting them to attend and hear talks by~ some
of the freedom riders as well as a discussion of future ans to
extend freedom south of the "Magnolia Curtain:' Richaxd ’riley
is reportedly a member of the Communist Party of Illinois,

CEHNSmeP?

Another source has advised the Chicago Office that the
above rally is sponsored by the Chicago Committee to Defend the
Bill of Rights and various other antidiscrimination organizations,
including the Cemmittee on Racial Eqguality.i This source also
advised that a students ad hoc committee will demonstrate on behalf
of the freedom riders in Chicago on the evening of 6/5/61., This
committee allegedly is composed of students from the University of
Chicago and Roosevelt University in Chicago. This latter source
also related that the Fair Play For Cuba Committee is supporting

the rally and that Richard Criley provided 500 leaflets to be -

mailed to individuals on the Fair Play For Cuba Committee mailing B7D -
list. . ) bé
b7C

Confidential informant informed the :

Atlanta Office on 6/4/61 that he was returning . to Miami from

Chattanooga, The informant said he learned on[_____ |that |
| |of the Dixie Klans, plan to bomb or burn
apartments occupied by Negroes at Cherry and Fourth Streets,

Chattanooga, This was to take place some night during the coming
week, The Chattanooga police have been advised.

On 6/4/61
advised that on the evening of 6/3/61 he had been told by
[ [that communist agitators in Los Angeles had organized a
large group of Negroes who were driving from Los Angeles to Alabama
as freedom riders.[ ____ klaimed that during the next hour and a
half he observed 35 cars, each carrying five to seven passengers
and each bearing a California license, proceeding east on Highway 80,
Highway 80 is one of the main routes from Los Angeles to the
southeastern states,




Memorandum to Mr. Belmont
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who was driving with his

family to Louisiana on his vacation, has been interviewed. He

stated that he approached

[ [volunteered
the information that he had seen several cars carrﬁifﬁszfﬁoes
driving east and wondered if anything was going on. told

that "everyone”™ knows that communists are acting upon the
unemployed in Los Angeles and suggested the possibility that

California Negroes were being
in freedom rides to the South,

financed

ing that such might be the fact,

by communists to engage
had no information indicat-

| | was recontacted and substantially verified |
version of their conversation but still insisted that he had seen

35 cars driving east on Highway 80, each bearing California license

plates and carrying several Negro men,

This information appears

very doubtful as Harold Wallace, National Academy graduate,

Chief of Police in Midland, Texas, caused Highway 80 to be discreetly
surveilled and no such caravan was observed. It is noted that
Midland, Texas, is situated on Highway 80 approximately 280 miles

A %@ ‘

east of El1 Paso,
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Trailways bus with eight freedom riders would leave New Orleans,
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at the Jackson, Mississippi,
Agency, advised on 6-5-61 thi information had been received a

Resident

Tolson
Belmont
Mohr
Callahan
Conrad
DeLoach
Evans
Malone
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room
Ingram
Gandy

Louisiana, to arrive at Jackson, Mississippi, 11:30 a.m. (Jackson
time) 6-6~61, He said further information would be furnished

when it was obtained.
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SUBJECT:  PROPOSED TRAVEL BY BUS OF

¥ 5C
N

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

The. Washington Daily News of June 5, 1961, contained an
item indicating that a group of Negro students af\V1rgin1a Union

Unlversity in Richmond, Vzrglnla, plan to begin a 'freedom ride on

the evening of June to Jackson, Mississippi,with scheduled stops
at Birmingham and Tuscaloosa, Alabama, despite a Federal restraining
order prohibiting "freedom rides."

SAC Earl Brown of the Richmond Office was contacted in.
connection with this item and instructed to conduct appropriate
inguiry. Richmond had previously received information that a group
of five students from Virginia Union University plan to depart
Richmond at 7:30 p.m., June 5, enroute to Atlanta, Georgia., The
group ultimately planned to cont1nue on to Jackson, Mississippi,

" but its specific program for d o) ot known and was to be
discussed and coordinated with of the Student Non-

Violent Committee in Atlanta.

S
SAC Brown subsgsequently advised that the Richmond/Office had

contacted | |Virginia Union University |

[of freedom riders planning to go to Jackson, Mississippi.

Cri
| ladvised th& he knew of no plans by his group~-or any

other at the University to make stops at Birmingham and Tuscaloosa,
Alabama, in connection with travel to Jackson, Mississippi. He stated
that | |plans to leave Richmond tonight at approximately
7:30 p.m., by Tra11ways bus enroute to Atlanta, Georgia[

o . ~ e
"QPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 N N ' ; Tolson
—— Q B ‘ _b6 Belmont
UNITED STATES GOVEMRMENT bicC Mohr —
Callahan
- Conrad
Memorandum .
Evans
Malone
Rosen
3 . Sulli
TO *  Mr. Rosen Y W DATE! Gu5-61 Tavel o
Trotter
%‘ Tele. Room
. . Ingram
FROM : Gandy
i
v

IM

scheduled to arrive at 11:00 a,m,, June 6, 1961, Eventually]|

to go on to Jackson, Mississippi, but at this time he does not know 4%,

the time or date[ lkravel. He
stated that as he had previously advised, these details will be worked
out with| |at Atganta, Georgla.
. NEREEE \/ 2‘}
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen

added that

|[plan to leave Richmond

tonight by a Trailways bus for Nashville, Tengggsgg;__lgg% plan to
leave at approximately midnight and according t although
they eventually plan to go on to Jackson, their plans are not yet
crystalized and the date and time of their departure and the route
by which they will travel is not known at this time.

lcould not explain why thel |members of

group were not] to Atlanta but were proceeding
independently to Nashville, lTennessee, other than to say that their
proposed activity was not "organized" and as yet no firm plans have
been established. * ‘

SAC Brown was instructed to notify pertinent offices
,ringlugigg_Birmingham, Memphis, Mobile and Atlanta of the results of

interview and to verify the actual departure of |
members of his group from Richmond, Virginia. He was also
instructed to verify the mode of travel taken by these individuals.

SAC Brown was further instructed to keep the Bureau and
all interested offices advised of pertinent develgpmems. .

*[________ |stated that he had not been contacted by any members of

the pTess_m.Lnad_he_manLagy_a}mLmt‘to the press regarding

[University. planning to travel to

Jackson, Mississippl.
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T6 DIRECTOR FBI 7 b7C
ér\:om SAC NEW ORLEANS  157-264 2P

FREEBUS. RE PHONE CALL JACKSON RA TO BUREAU TODAY. FOLLO&IING
FREE RIDERS CONVICTED JACKSON MUNICIPAL COURT, JACKSON, MISS.,
JUNE EIGHT FOR VIOLATION S, TWO ZERO EIGHT SEVEN POINT FIVE, MISS.
CODE, ALL FINED TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS SENTENCED TO FOUR MONTHS,

OF WHICH SIXTY DAYS SUSPENDED. NO INCIDENTS DURING TRIAL. FROM

TRAILWAYS FREE RIDE JUNE SEVEN ARE -

FROM DELTA AIRLINES

FREE RIDE JUNE SEVEN ARE -

e\

FROM ICRR FREE RIDE JUNE EIGHT ARRE -~

STOKLEY CARMICHAEL. JALES 195
CONVICTED WERE | WHO WERE-ARRESTED momem
JACKSON AIRPORT, JUNE EIGHT. ALSO CONVICTED WAS | f
END PACE ONE e Y
BSJUN 151087 b 7~




PAGE TWO

FREE RIDER ARRESTED GREYHOUND BUS TERMINAL, JACKSON,

JUNE SEVEN, CONVICTED OVER VIOLATION S, TWO ZERO EIGHT

NINE POINT FIVE, MISS. CODE, BUT RECEIVED SAME FINE AND SENTENCE
AS ABOVE. TOTAL ARRESTED AS OF FIVE PM, JUNE EIGHT, NINETY THREE.,
OUT ON BOND SEVENTEEN, PAID FINES TWO. NET IN CUSTODY SEVENTYFOUR.,

ALL RIDERS EATING AT COUNTY JAIL. FIVE REFUSING TO EAT AT CITY
JAIL.

END AND ACK PLS

-27 PM OK FBI WA WS
TU DISC
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‘ “:PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA GEORGIA TO JACKSON

'MISSISSEPPI JUNE SEVENTH NINETE N SIXTYONE RACIAL MATTERS
- CONTEMPT OF COURT ORDER CIVI

RIGHTS DEPARTMENT HAS A : 5o
4 'RECEIVED TELEGRAM FROM f-pola

ﬁt”cﬁ - o

NEW YORK CITY ME R OF NEW YORK STATE

,LEGISLATURE STA’I‘ING HE AND MEMBER OF NEW

S s o7 .»w—.bt"‘,—v e ‘

L YQ_{I@__@AR AND WHO MAY POSSIBLY BE OF NEW YORK - ’

- "7‘*“CHAPTER OF NAAC’P PLAN TO LEAVE NEWARK NEW JERSEY BY

PLANE SIX PM TONIGHT EN ROUTE TO ATLANTA GEORGIA AN'D

| J**"‘JACKSON MISSISSIPPI. STATES HE VIEWS WITH ALARM UN— SR

a . LAWFUL INTERFERENCE WITH RESIDENTS OF NEW YORK BY ALABAMA ‘. o

t. AND MISSISSIPPI AUTHORITIES AND THAT HE AND ARE GOING-

. " TO ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI TO INVESTIGATE SITUATION AND GIVE i f‘ »«i ,
o ot
¥ Tolson’ ‘LEGAL COUNSEL TO ,INDIVIDUALS UNLAWFULLY DETAINBD BY STATE s @ .
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- B ’IONIGHT e e
GEORGIA SEVEN FORTY-THREE PN/ THEREAFTER TI-IEY WILL L

PROCEED BY BUS TO MONTGOMERY ALABAMA AND ON THE FORENOON

R ACCORDING 0 PLAN TO USE QUOTE ALL
R FACILITIES AVATLABLE TO PERSONS TRAVELING WITHIN THE U. S
Lo ff UNQUOTE NEW YORK SHOULD OBTAIN APBROPBIATE BACKGROUND ‘

“ : PER'I:INENT DATA NEW YORK FILES TO BUREAU AND INTERSTED OFFICES

w?

BY TELETYPE NEWARK VERIFY DE PARTURE OF NB f‘

ADVISE BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES ATLANTA MOBILE, "‘f‘f;i.{ L;g 7‘

BIRMINGHAM AND NEW ORLEANS IMMEDIATELY ALERT APPROPRIATE

LOCAL AND STATE AUTHORITIES TO PROPOSED TRAVEL OF

ALERT APPROPRIATE INFORMANTS AND KEEP BUREAU AND

S

INTERESTED OFFICES ADVISED OF ALL PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS N
ATTENTION MOBILE AND EIRMINGHAM DIRECTED TO FACT TH.AT fTRAVEL

ORDER ISSUED BY USDJ FRANK M. JOHNSON JR ON J UNE SECOND LAST ;:5 )
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A’bové information was telephonically furnished by]

\ ~ Civil R1ghts Division of - Department on- 6/ 6/ 61, | Istated »
that the purpose of |te1egram to the Department was to advise ‘the ,
Attorney General of pro osed action and to call upon the. Attorney General

are protected during their travel. He requested -

that the Department be advused of any pertment developments in the. ma,tter ‘
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- F.f-.L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION e
U, 5. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
JUN 6 1961 %/
TELETYEE

’ b6
URGENT ?{ 3221 PM RAM | / - n7c
TO SACS“ATLANTA, BYRMINGHAM, NO/BILE, TW ORLEANS, NEW YORK,
AND_MEWARK

FROM DIRECTOR 2P

PROPCSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, TO JACKSON,
MISSISSIPPI, JUNE SEVENTH, NINETEEN SIXTYONE, RACIAL MATTERS,
CONTEMPT OF COURT ORDER, CIVIL RIGHTS. DEPARTMENT HAS

RECEIVED TELEGRAM FROM

NEW YORK CITY, MEMBER OF NEW YORK STATE

LEGISLATURE, STATING HE AND MEMBER OF NEW

YORK BAR AND WHO MAY POSSIBLY BE OF NEW YORK

CHAPTER OF NAACP, PLAN TO LEAVE NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, BY
PLANE SIX PM TONIGHT EN ROUTE TO ATLANTA, GEORGIA, AND

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. STATES HE VIEWS WITH ALARM UN-

LAWFUL INTERFERENCE WITH RESIDENTS OF NEW YORK BY ALABAMA

AND MISSISSIPPI AUTHORITIES AND THAT HE AND ARE GOING

TO ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI TO INVESTIGATE SITUATION AND GIVE
LEGAL COUNSEL TO INDIVIDUALS UNLAWFULLY DETAINED BY STATE

AUTHORITIES. SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE ATLANTA,

GEORGIA, SEVEN FORTY=THREE PMe TONIGHTe« THEREAFTER, THEY
WILL PROCEED BY BUS TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, AND ON THE FORENOON
END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO
OF JUNE SEVENTH PLAN TO PROCEED TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

ACCORDING TO PLAN TO USE QUOTE ALL

FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO PERSONS TRAVELING WITHIN THE Us Se
UNQUOTE. NEW YORK SHOULD OBTAIN APPROPRIATE BACKGROUND

DATA RE AND FURNISH SAME TOGETHER WITH

PERTINENT DATA NEW YORK FILES TO BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES,

BY TELETYPE. NEWARK VERIFY DEPARTURE OF AND

ADVISE BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICE. ATLANTA, MOBILE,
BIRMINGHAM AND NEY ORLEANS IMMEDIATELY ALERT APPROPRIATE

LOCAL AND STATE AUTHORITIES TO PROPOSED TRAVEL OF

ALERT APPROPRIATE INFORMANTS AND KEEP BUREAU AND

INTERESTED OFFICES ADVISED OF ALL PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTSs
ATTENTION MOBILE AND BIRMINGHAM DIRECTED TO FACT THAT TRAVEL

BY IN ALABAMA MAY BE IN VIOLATION OF COURT

ORDER ISSUED BY USDJ FRANK Me JOHNSON, JRe ON JUNE SECOND LASTe

END ACK PLS -
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The New Orleans Office has reported nine individuals were %

arrested in Jackson, Mississippi, this morning when a mixed group of
Negroes and whites entered the white waiting room at the railroad station.

One of the persons arrested claims to be employed ag |

Nine individuals) | males, female, and| |
[__lfemales, arrived in Jackson, Mississippi, from New Orleans on tho
Lllinois Central Train '"City of New Orleans, " :

These individuals entered the white Waiting Toom and were arrested .
by the Jackson Police after they refused to moves” One of the individuals 5 g%‘*ﬂggg f o
BT e

Jarrested has identified herself ag

4.
iﬁy l Northwest, Washington, D. C.. This individfal is described as| Eemagle,
, and claims to be emﬁlpye/d as
-t " - M P AL
The New Orleans Office has furthér advised tHaf ond | sass.
was arrested at the
US station at Jackson on the night of 6/7/61J] | entered the

Negro cafe and refused to move on when requested b

-

. The father has been in contact with the Jackson Police and wants to
have his son released and has been very upset over the son's behavior. New

\ Orleans has advised that[______ vill not be tried under the same statute used

against the other freedom riders since he was not in a'group. He will be tried

under a general breach of the peace statute which provides for-a fine of $500 0
| and/or 6 months in jail. & -
B o
ACTION u:‘ ) \’.‘ N ‘1““ w:g ?‘,H:"l!—‘~ ( R ~ l& R‘Q, /éw‘?“"ﬁ 54’7«‘, %‘3
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iWenty-twozfreedom riders transferred to Hinds County
Penal Farm, 5/29/61, from county jail at Jackson,.MlsS1851pp1.

A ., While being booked at Penal Farm,
lallegedly Struck for refusing

[to answer "Yes sir" or "No sir!

o’

Jﬁa«/ﬁ'.ﬁ‘ar/ s
Upon hearing of above 1ﬁr-dents “Governor Ross Barnett
met with the sheriff and County Bbard of Superv1sors. Ma omas,
Superintendent ox_jgg Pena;wFarm’Who was involved in both 1nc1dents,
was immediately suspended pending an 1nvest1gatlon and the freedon
riders were returned to the county jail, ..

i

were interviewed by .Bureau Agents and above iniormation was
| discussed with BAG Burke Marshall 5/30/61., "No further investiga-
b CIom-bedng conducted unless requested by Department.

2D-C0P IERT- ) 577 5 o

ﬂ Eight a-}’ ional freedom riders arrived at Jackson
5/30/61 by train from New Orleans., Arrested upon entering white
waiting room and convicted seme day for breach of the peace,

Fifty-two freedom riders\have been arrested at Jackson
since 5/24/61. ZEight have been relelsed on bond and 44 remain dn
} custody. ) : -

,4A4 ~ ‘Cj
National Spkétes Rights Party held CHmeeting near Mbntgomery “
5/29/61, Jesse BXNStoner delivered usual h¥Xsterieal tirade. against C:w
Director, President, AG and others. Crowd wis not, 1mp?§22§9.» .
. o it

. During the NSRP meeting, thgﬂ§& tdr, Senator Hill,
Senator Sparkman and Martin Luther King were hgnged in sfjmgyg 1961

1 - Mr. Mohr 'S\X
1 -~ Mr. Deloach .

1 - Mr, Evggifia
L
O T 5 190
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Memorandum to Mr. Parsons

RE: FREEBUS

Als

The White House was picketed 5/30/61 by 145 individuals

from Philadelphia and New York who carried placards supporting
freedom riders., Participating o

ganlzatlons included¥*
Youth Organizing Committee" an

Progressive
‘Advance," both of which have 72
‘Gomﬁﬁﬁis%“?”?”y*connect1ons. . i
N o g
| ] lpreviously arrested
\by FBI inconnection with| uhd over for Grand 4,4
Jury action in a prelimiggfyvheqring ! _
who made bond for
- | of “the four subjects
‘informed the U. S. Commissioner that ALE
|

is subject to f approxi-
lmatelyl |Facts are being discussed with United States Attorney

relative to possible prosecution as a Fraud Agalnst the Government,

I'F cited for contempt when he invoked the
;fth Amendment at the injunction hearing, Montgomery, Alabama,
5/30/61,

ACTTQON

A memorandum is being prepared for the information of
the Attorney General,

g

MD /@M =% ,f?z
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Memorandum to Mr,., Parsons

DETAILS

On 5/29/61, 22 of the freedom riders who were
incarcerated at Jackson, Mississippi, were moved from the

county jail to the Hinds County Penal Farm at Raymond.
Mississippi
=

[alleged

that during the booking procedure at the Penal Farm they
were mistreated for failing to answer questions "Yes sir"
or "No sir."

=)

furnished a sighed . -

statement to Bureau Agents in which| lalleged that

Max Thomas, Superintendent of the Penal Farm, slapped

on the face twice when[  |responded to questions by stating
"Uh huh'" or by grunting to indicate a negative answer.| |
did not require medical attention.

| was interviewéd by

Bureau Agents and submitted a signed statement to the
effect thatl_ lunintentionally failed to add “"sir" when
responding "Yes" or "No'" to the questions. On one occasion,
replied "Uh huh."[___ lallege at an unknown subject
elieved to be a guard hit n_the head with a
stick seyeral times, Max Thomas swung at ith his
fist but blocked the blows. Thomas shoved
third subject, apparently a guard, allegedly struck
a blackjack.[t::::::]suffered a one inch cut on forehead
which bled profusely and a smaller laceration on the top of
head. Max Thomas furnished first aid treatment by

applying a gauze compress and a doctor dressed the wound an
hour 1ater4 required no further medical treatment.




Memorandum to Mr. Parsons

Upon hearing of the above incidents, Governor Ross
Barnett met in his office~ w1th Sheriff Gllfoy of Hinds County
and the Hinds County Board of SuperV1sors. As a result of
this meebing, Max Thomas was immediately suspended pending
a thorough investigation by the Sheriff.

After the above incidents, Sheriff Gilfoy returned
the freedom riders from the Penal Farm to the county jail
to prevent any future incident. The Mayor of Jackson,
in a meeting with police officials, stated that if the county
jail should become filled the city jail w111 be available
for the housing of freedom riders.

The above information was discussed with Assistant
Attorney General Burke Marshall on 5/30/61 and it was
Mr. Marshall's desire that no further investigation be
conducted in the absence of contrary 1nstruct10ns from the
Department.

At 10:12 a.m., Central Standard Time, 5/30/61, a
group of eight freedom riders, consisting of one Negro male,
two Negro females and five white males, arrived in Jackson,
Mississippi, from New Orleans by train, There were no
unusual crowds at the station and 12 uniformed policemen
were in the area. The group entered the white waiting room
and were arrested for breach of the peace when they refused
to obey police orders that they move on.

The above eight freedom riders were convicted in
Municipal Court, Jackson, Mississippi, on 5/30/61, of breach
of the peace under Section 2087.5 of the Mississippi Code.
All were sentenced to 60 days in jail and were fined $200 with
the jail sentence suspended., They remain in jail in default
of the fine.




Memorandum to Mr. Parsons

Up to the present time, 52 freedom riders have
been arrested at Jackson since the first group arrived on
5/24/61, Of those arrested, nine are white males, 32 are
Negro males and 11 are Negro females. No white females
have been arrested. Eight of those arrested have been
released on bond, including one white male, four Negro
males and three Negro females. A total of 44 remain in
custody of which 10 are in the city Jjail and 34 are in
the county Hiail.

On the evening of 5/29/61, the National States
Rights Party (NSRP) held ¢'White Ybuth for Segregation
meeting at Prattmont whlch isTon the outskirts of Montgomery,
Alabama.
S ———— -

Approximately 400 people attended the NSRB meeting.
Jesse B, Stoner, legal counsel for NSRP, was the principal
speaker and talked for about one hour, Stoner's talk was
in complete character with his previous irresponsible and
venomous rantings., He followed the language used in .
"The Thunderbolt,' the NSRP publication, and was speaking
for the benefit of his small following of white trash.
Stoner's platform conduct again raises the question as to
whether he is mentally sound. It is noted that Stornes, on one
occasion, when registering a complaint with our Knoxville
Office, was highly abusive of the FBI and became incoherfent.

. In his tirade, Stoner made reference to various
public figures, including the, Director, the President, ) A?b
the Attorney General, Senator Lister Hill (D Alabama) p//
Senator John J. Sparkman (D Alabama) and Martin' Luther 1ng.
Stoner villified all of these men as enemies of the white
race. The crowd gave a slight applause whén each of the
above men was mentioned with the exception of the Director.
There was complete silence when the Director was mentioned
by Stoner.




Memorandum to Mr. Parsons

During the meeting there were several large
Ibonfires and the Director, as well as Senator Hill,

Senator Sparkman and Martin Luther King, was hanged in
effigy.

The crowd was not impressed by Stoner's speech
and an informant remarked that if the people had come to
be inflamed they were disappointed. He described it as
a boring meeting and said that the crowd seemed to cool
off as the meeting progressed.

Montgomery, Alabama, newspapers reported the
\meeting in a short article, Martin Luther King was the

only one mentioned by the press as having been hanged
in effigy. . * ’

-

|United

Klans, Knights of the Ku Kiux Kian of America., Inc. (UK),

met ith Alvi on.

‘b6

bicC
b7D

of Clanton Klavern, UK, |
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Memorandum to Mr. Parsons

The White House was picketed for several hours on
the afternoon of 5/30/61 by a group which came by bus from
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and New York City. There were
approximately 145 participants who carried placards bearing
slogans in support of the "freedom riders." There were no
incidents. This group was allegedly sponsored by the

\§&3Washin ton Freedom Riders Committee,!" 303 West 125th Street,
New York, New York. Flyers wssucd—iristed among the

" participants the following organizations which are known to
have Marxist ideologies and Communist Party connections: |
the "Progressive Youth Organizing Committee" and the "Advance,"

Both are currently under investigation.

With respect to the burning of the Greyhound Bus
at Anniston, Alabama, on 5/14/61, a preliminary hearing was
held in that city at 10:00 a.m.,, 5/29/61, at the request of

| ﬁgen the
_hearins concluded, the U, S, Commissioner ordered
|bound over for grand jury and bond was fixed at

was remanded to the custody
of the U, 8. Marshal on failure to make bond. The two other

subjects who were arrested in connection with this incident
previously waived preliminary hearing.

It is noted that bond on subject| | one
of the four stdbjects arrested by Bureau Agents, was made by
| I ] at Anniston,
Alabama, In connectioF_miLQ_mfking bond ¥67 |__
c¥aimed a net worth of and verbally stated to the U. S.
Commissioner that [free of indebtedness.
Inquiry disclosed |in the
amount of approximately| land the fact$ are being presented
to the U, S. Attorney in .Birmingham relative to a possible
Fraud Against the Government violation.  The U. S. Attomey has
previously indicated he would authorize prosecution if the

Concerning the hearing atrMontgomery for a preliminary
injunction against various Klan groups, police officials and
named defendants, a number of additional witnesses were heard
on 5/30/61l. Among these were reporters from various newspapers
who testified concerning the violence in Birmingham and Anniston,

SAC Jenkins of the Birmingham Office testifiedas to his

-7 -
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Memorandum to My, Parsons

notification of police regarding the possibility of violence
being perpetrated against the freedom riders|]
a subject in the burning of the Greyhound Bus, refused to 774H
testify on the basis of the Fifth Amendment. He was then held
in contempt of court and released on his own recognizance.
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e Conrad

UNITED STA™" -, '
" e DeLoach

 Memt L —

\\ o ‘ b6 Malone ”
TO P Mr. Roseffig) ; DATE: 9/26/61 bIC  mere 2
Trotte
b7D W.C. Sullivan
§ Tele. Room
1( FROM . Ingram
Gandy

4

) SUBJECT:  FREEBUS ,éj

Mr. John Murphy, C1V1l Rights D1V151on of the

Department, called and
lon dlstance call fro
informed him ;

Mississippi, telephon€ ‘number]| |
hat he was at the Trailways bus -terminal on
Wednesday, May, 24, 1961, when the first bus load of freedom
riders arrived at the bus terminal and he was an eyewitness
to the events which followed in the terminal.

Mr. Murphy stated that he would like the Bureau to
interview| as soon as possible.

Mr. Murphy advised thatl |is emnployed at the

R | |
= Mississippi, telephone number] | He stated that he
D also may be contacted this afternoon at|
§ in Jackson where he is
{ Mr. Murphy stated that he will confirm his request
\n by memorandum.
%g ACTI
N:
,S (0)
\t ASAC Sylvester at Jackson, Mississippi, was instructed
to have the requested interview conducted and to promptly
T advise the Bureau of the results.
Q3
o <
3 ,, "
13 1 - Mr. Mohr
ff 1 - Mr., DelBach :
1l - Mr, Evans . y
Q /3 ,'
JCT:dsj fo, e /
(9) o A
. - 408
"\ Ve 37’7,Q§/
oS

BS JUN 5 1961

P |
B3 JUN 14/1951 - =
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Miss Gandy

Rz, Tolsone .
| Mr, Porsons.
| M, Mohr
Mr. Belmonbt____
Mr. Callahan
Mz, Conrad ____
Mn, De. oach._..‘..‘

| Mr. )
| Mx.
! Mx.,

. V. C Sulhva,n
Tele. Room. ‘
Mr. Ingram..._...

2THoR g - ' B FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -
183 g\ u: S, DEPARTMER] Of7IUSTIGE
t GOMMUN!C of §l CTION be
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URGE 5=27-61 9-53 PM CST LM
TO DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS /157=264/ 1P

FREEBUS. RE PHONE CALL TO BUREAU FROM JACKSQN THIS DATE.

FREEDOM RIDERS

ALL COLORED, RELEASED ON BOND AND RETURNED

TO NEW ORLEANS VIA DELTA AIRLINES, ARRIVING NINE NAUGHT THREE

PM, MET BY LARGE CONTINGENT OF NEWSMEN. AFTER INTERVIEWS

DEPARTED IN AIRPORT LIMOUSINE WITHOUT INCIDENT.

RN 277~

L/

'END AND ACK PLS

ore. 8 =
"2 JUN 9 1961

WA 11-54 PM OK FBI WA ELR

TA Lo

GBS JUN 141561
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) f OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 Q Tolson
N : Parsons
i +* UNITED STATES GOVER ENT . J/ Mobr ———
elmont
Memorandus
W - Evans
Malone
' TO : Mr. Rosen DATE: 5/28/61 oo
'g é A - Trotter

Conrad
| }Z{ W.C. Sullivan
N
9\ FROM

DeLoach

Tele. Room
* Ingram
Gandy

| SUBJECT: FREEDOM RIDE

’ NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE - JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

MAY 27-28, 1961 | -

| CIVIL RIGHTS b7¢C

FREEDOM RIDE

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA - JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
MAY 28, 1961/

CIVIL RIGHTS

The following Bureau officials were orally furnished
a summary of current developments in connection with the freedom
riders at the times indicated:

Mr., Parsons - 10:33 a.m., 5/28/61
Mr. C. A. Evans - 10:38 a.m., 5/28/61

o DERS e /¥ 5O

With reference to the group of nine Negro:.'students
who were arrested by the Jackson Police Department this morning
at 6: 30 a.m.,, CST, (7:30 a.m. Washington time), they were advised
that court will not be in session today and the students have
been scheduled for trial at 4:00 p.m., 5/29/61., All of the students
may post $500 appearance bond but there is no indication that any
will try to do so.

JRLEEEH ]

They were further advised that another group of freedom
rdders consisting of two whites and six Negroes departed from
Montgomery, Alabama, at 7:22 a.m., CST, (9:22 a.m. Washington
time) this morning en route to Jackson, Mississippi. This group
is scheduled to arrive in Jackson at 1:15 p.m., CST, (3:15 p.m.
Washington time). According to information received from a
member of the Freedom Riders Committee in Montgomery, This group
of freedom riders does not plan to test facilities at interim
stops between Montgomery and Jackson, but will definitely te§€
such fagilities upon their arrival in Jackson. }'/(\5

! They were further advised that the Jackson Police
Department has stated that if freedom riders v1olate state laws,
they will be arrested.

<

JGK:dsj
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! v - Mz, Mohz x
{>( Mr, Belmont____ 1
Yir, Callahan___
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j(ﬁ s DEPA o usnce
;’ X ' COMMUNIBATION i/SEDT J
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;?’\ . \>\ Y, / ) \\\] " Miss Gandy.

GENT
UR 728 61 1-02PM JB
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\q 5—._______:-__"_.

TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC-~S NEY ORLEANS ANS MOBILE
: FROM SACeSZEmTer, MEMPHIS /157-140/ 2P

FREEBUS. RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE. MAY TWENTYSEVEN LAST ADVISING be ‘
. TEN NEGRO STUDENTS LEFT NASHVILLE, TENN., FIVE FIFTEEN, MAY e
Y TWENTYSEVEN, ENROUTE JACKSON, MISS. Td JOIN FREEDOM RIDER GROUP
\i IN JACKSON, "ACCORDING TO INFO RELEASED TO PRESS IN NASHVILLE
BY SPOKEMAN FOR FREEDOM RIDERS, NINE RIDERS BOARDED GREYHOUND

% BUS, FIVE FIFTEEN, MAY TWENTY SEVEN, ENROUTE JACKSON VIA MEMPHIS,

\% TENN, RIDERS IDENTIFIED AS| Qgﬁﬂpgg CITYes e

, LNASHV ILLE. MASON, TENN., | T E

§ CHATTANOOGA, TENN;I : NASHVILLV-{ 10
N ~| BOLIVAR, TENN.,LW ; TB‘I’RMINGHAM-a : /i
“%l-_,r CINCINNATI, omo.,l PIEDMONT. "STATE NoT

0 GIVEN., GROUP ARRIVED MEMPHIS APPROXIMATELY TEQDFORTY”&“IVF Bit, MAY

% 108 REG 3
TWENTY SEVEN AND DUE TO. PR\EVIOU%”PUPLICITY JJP*ON AR'RI A}L.q Vé{)/ ‘2 8

1 E\Qs

ekt e
PHOTOGRAPHED' BY LOCAL PRESS AND TV REPRESL T IVT-‘S. SE RAL THEREAFTER

ngJ \1 1961
USEDWHITE R}ZSTROOMS AND WHITE Rgs;@,_fg i i}ﬂHI'THOUT IN NT. ,E

DISTURBANCE WHATSOEVER AND NO UNUNUAL GATHERING OF PEOPLE.

58 JUN 13196 9.

L —




PAGE TWO.
5}sﬁ§%R%L THEREAFTER SAT DOWN IN WHITE WAITING ROOM., GREYHOUND BUS
NG Eéha FOUR FIVE ZERO DEPARTS MEMPHIS ONE FIFTEEN AM, MAY TWENTY

ﬁicﬂf INSTANT AND GOES NON-STOP TO JACKSON WHERE SCHEDULED

“T0 ARRIVE FIVE THIRTY FIVE AM, MAY TWENTY EIGHT, WILL ADVISE OF
SCURTHER DEVELOPMENTS.

CORRECTION TIME WAS 1-02 AM

END AND ACK PLS.

NO AND MO TO BE ADVISED

3-07 AM OK FBI WA ELR
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D ) Date: 5/29/61 ,
| ' ’ : |
| ii/Transmit the following in : PLAIN TEXT _ 1
‘&;}' AU o (Type in plain text or code) . : :
 yig - AIRTEL . : . ATIRMAIL |
b ‘éj : . - T ’ (Prwnzy or Method of Mailing) i
N I -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, NEV OREEANS (157—264) ‘ o b
 SUBJECT: FREEBUS - < L I
- RACIAL MATTER !

i S

Enclosed herew:Lth arei; eight copies of a 1etter—
' head memorandum which is self—-explanatory.

@- Bureau (Enc. 8)
.1 - New Orleans
PRA:cjk
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UI\GED STATES DEPARTMENT OF.JSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. New Orleans 12, Louisiana
May 29, 1961

RE: FREEDOM RIDERéi 1961

On May 26, 1961, Harveﬂ&%easley, Chief of Police,
Shreveport, Louisiana, adv' ed that representatives of Pollce
‘ﬁépartment?\Sherlff's Ofjfce, and Louisiana State Police Troop
G met with(Mayor Clyde¥fant and discussed the handling of
Freedom Riders should“/they come to Shreveport. He said that
all plans are for the protection of everyone and for the pro-
tection of all property. He said that arrests will be made
when specific laws have been violated. They will not tolerate
or allow outside interference such as action of Ku Xlux Klan.

Captain Teasley furnished a copy of a map showing
bus station, nearby buildings and streets. This map indicates
the number of officers and their station. It indicates that
49 officers will be on assignment within a two-block area of
bus station, in addition to detectives at the station. There
will also be deputy sheriffs and state police officers at
the bus station and in the area.

To avoid outside interference, such as Ku Klux
Klan groups, they will actually block off the bus station
area.

Captain Teasley said he had furnished U. S. Marshal
| a copy of the map referred to above,

On May 26, 1961, James M. Goslin (NA), Chief Deputy
Sheriff,| |Shneveport,,Louisiana, and Lieutenant
| [ Louisiana State Police, Troop G, Shreveport,
.advised that if a violation of any state law is committed by

the Freedom Riders they plan to warn them and if they fail
to heed the warning they will be immediately arrested, '

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the
FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it

and its conents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

ENCLOSURE
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Transmit the following in AIRTEL
ATRMAIL (Type in plain text or code)
(I;rz"ority or Method of Mailing) \
______________________________________________ J____.______T_.
TO: - . DIRECTOR, FBI :
FROM: SAC, MIAMI (157-369) s
» o M/sd
- " RE:’ FREEDOM_RIDEASA961
“RM3 DAMV CR

Re telephone call to Bureau from ASAC RICHARD J.
BAKER, Miami, 5/29/61. , ;

Enclosed for the Bureau are 8 copies of letterhead
- memorandum su:.table for dissemination. .

Informatlon set forth in letterhead furnished

to Jacksonville and Tampa by teletype. A copy of this " i}é?c |
airtel and letterhead memorandum being furnished to Mobile '

in accordance with Bureau mstruct:l.ons.

3- =)Bureau (Encls. 8) (AM) R@f" ' / ¢
1 - Mobile (Encl. 1) (Info) (AM)

2 - Miami
I(.g?hmbs ‘ T = 102
S5 CRRELS
Q% AT g
Vo ; \, R }

g -V
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Approved: , Sent : M Per : Hr
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TED STATES bEPARTMENT ol

,n

FEDERAL BUREKU OF INVESTIGATION» .

RO
vy s

M:.am:n., Flor:.da 3
© 7 May 30,1961 L

Belle Glade,
Flgﬁida Police'Department,. telephonically’ advised the .

Miami’ Division of the: Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon, that*‘:'
he had Just rece:.ved xlnformation from a bus “‘companym m“Bell

b .7 r("

Y Bel’le Glade and’ exgected to arrive in Belle Glade somet:.me

f

' May -30, 1961 Also that hisugroub would L\continue on to:, i i
Miami,wFlorn.da,: w::.th a br::.ef stop,, in West Palm Beach,_. Florida.. G

. PR T s
s e . M _ _ . s : .

'~ tion regarding origination.point .nox, any ffurther ‘mformatlhur £
concern:mg this mattert however, he will :umnediately contact
the Federal Bureau Qf Invesz:igation upon»—rece:.pt or any

l Counter- Intell:l.geuce ‘Co,rps 5
Reg:ton 7, “Miami; Miami -Assistant. .Ch:.ef Ji A Youell ‘and™
Ch:.ef of l?olice W:Llliam M. Barnes., NWest Palm Beach *were

 PROPHRTY OF THE FBI ,-r.u:his ‘memorandum s 1Ganed .
to you by the ‘FBI  and: neither 1t nox ‘its- contents:are’ to be
distributed outside the agency to which: 1oaned. y

.t
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e Malone
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~ W.C. Sullivan
%\ \ Tele. l‘;oom
< Ingram
FROM : , Gandy
o b6
susjecT: FREEDOM RIDE 1961 o bicC

Ilinois Central Railroad Leaving

New Orleans, Louisiana, 7:15 a. m.
Scheduled to Arrive Jackson, Mississippi
10:16 a.m. 5/30/61

RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS

ASAC Sylvester telephonically advised that at 3:24 p. m. (CST)
James L. Spencer, Municipal Court Judge, Jackson, Mississippi, found all of
the eight freedom riders who were arrested in Jackson today guilty as charged
under "Breach of the Peace" Section 2087, 5 of the Mississippi Code. All were
sentenced to 60 days in jail and $200 fine with the jail sentence suspended.

ASAC Sylvester advised that there were no incidents in connection
with the trial and that there were no police or spectators outside the building.
He stated that the local authorities advised the newspapers of the time of the trial,
contrary to their original intentions, because they felt that if they did not so
advise them the papers would think they were trying to-cover up something. He

advised that in the courtroom in addition e d the attornevs.
there was[_____ |spectator. 1 who is a
ten newspaper reporters, ectators,
State Sovereignty Commission of Mississippi.
FI// 2 IES,

ASAC Sylvester furnished the following recapitulation of the freedom
riders who have been arrested in Jackson. Up to the present time a total of 52
have been arrested of which 9 are white males, 32 are Negro males and 11 are _j{_
Negro females, There have been no white females arrested. He said that of ( 3
those arrested 8 have been released on bond; one of these is a white male, four /) }&’
are Negro males and three are Negro females. A total of 44 remain in custody
ten of which are in the city jail and 34 in the county jail.
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. Mr., Tolson

w Mr, Parsons......
Mr. Mohr..
Mr. Belmont....

Mr. Callahan.. ...

FEUERAL BUREAU OF INVESHICATION ~ M. Callan
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE .o i pomrac ———
COMMUNICATIONS SECTIO / . Brand e

MAY 511961

TELETYPE T

Mr Trotter. ...

My, W.C.Sullivan

Tele. RooMeee—

Mr, Ingram

Miss Gandy—..——

URGENE-5-31-61 4-10PM CST BC T
T0'DIRECTOR FBI 8 )= pazp om SIOERS —1715C. be

p7C
FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS 157-264 2P

FREEBUS, NINETEEN SIXTYONE, RM, DAMV, CR. MEDGAAEVERS, FIELD

L

SECRETARY, NAACP. FOR MISSISSIPPI, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, ADVISED

(ot TR e ~ RTINS

TODAY RECEIVED WIRE FROM NAACP HEADQUARTERS IN NEW YORK ADVISING
THAT THE FLORIDA STATE CONFERENCE OF NAACP HAS LEAD IN CALLING
ALL BRANCHES OF THE NAACP TO SEEK UNSEGREGATED SERVICE IN TRAVEL
TERMINALS AND RIDE UP FRONT IN BUSES AND USE AIR LINE TERMINALS

ON UNSEGREGAATED BASIS. ALSO THAT NAACP URGES NEGROES TO USE i}é;
FACILITIES ON UNSEGREGATED BASIS IN NORMAL COURSE OF TRAVEL. ﬁfi}{

EVERS STATED NAACP DEFINITELY INTENDS TO PUSH THE USE OF THE ;L’
BEACHES BY NEGROES THIS SUMMER ON THE MISS@@%ﬁ%PI GULF COAST. ~’2§-3

UNDERSTANDS THAT LETTERS HAVE GONE OUT TO MR. BURKE MARSBAth 5 1961
CR DIVISION, Ue. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, FROM HEADQUARTERS, OF “SEEQ .

END PAGE ONE - -y o)
“.‘J\.“ Ud /;J//
g/ | é
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PAGE TUWO

NAACP IN NEW YORK RE THIS MATTER BUT NO PUBLICITY HAS YET BEEN
GIVEN SAME, EVERS SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE NAACP WOULD URGE THE

USE OF THESE BEACHES BY NEGROES, IT WAS HOPED THERE WOULD BE NO
REPETITION OF INCIDENTS THAT HAPPENED THERE LAST YEAR. THE ABOVE
IS FOR INFO OF BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES. MIAMI, JACKSONVILLE,

MEMEPHIS, MOBILE, TAMPA AND NEW YORK DIVISIONS ADVISED BY AIR
MAILMXXX MAIL,

END AND ACK PLS
6=-14 PM OK FBI WA WC
TU DISC
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. Y - , 1 1z, Tolson
Lo foofrés ccoERAL BUREAU OF RYESTIGAION b6 S
s fe! . S, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . b7C { Mr. Mokt
/2%, - WGUHUNGATIONS SECTION, , -
G MAY3 11961 /f M ¥
\ / TELEDYPE "

’ N r: Tavel
% Mr. Trotter...—3
Mr, W.C.Sullivan,

;. ‘Tele. Room {

Mr. Ingram. %
%nMiss ‘Gandy_—=-}
- =

jgaﬁﬁﬁaﬁ A@ﬂ£%5/14ﬁfcf

5~31-81 ) 7-48 PM CST LM l ]

DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM SAC NEVW ORLEANS /157=-2684/ 2P

FREEBUS. RE NEW ORLEANS TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA,

CORE, JACKSON, MISS., ADVISED TODAY HE

WAS INFORMED BY CORE PRECINCT WORKER, ATLANTA,

GEORGIA, ATLANTA TELEPHONE NUMBER SIX EIGHT EIGHT DASH ZERO THREE
THREE ONE, THAT IT IS EXPECTED ANOTHER GROUP éF FREEDOM RIDERS

MAY DEPART ATLANTA EARLY A. M. JUNE ONE} SIXTYONE, DESTINED FOR
JACKSON, MISS. EXPECTED ARRIVAL TIME FOUR TO NINE P« M., SAME DATE,

ATLANTA FIELD DIVISION ADVISED[ __|CONFIRMED GROUP FORMING ¢ = 7.
BUT DOES NOT HAVE NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED. EXPECTS TO / (

HAVE THEM MORNING OF JUNE ONE, SIXTYONE, AND WILL FﬁRQISH SAME TO

-

X,

ATLANTA OFFICE WHICH IN TURN HAS ADVISED TH LBLSFURNISH IDEN- _ _
| Eﬂhﬁy:gfm Z5Y — 33

TITIES TO NEW ORLEANS DIVISION. [ _LINDICATED ARPROXIMATELY

T L ey
EIGHT IN GROUP, DOES NOT KNOQW MEANS OF TR&%@TWBU?QgﬁEﬂEVES y&&L BE
5‘:3-‘ -t 1&?— 2 Tgsi
BY GREYHOUND BUS, | ISTATED STARTING QﬂfNING OF JUNE ONE,

SIXTYONE, ALL FREEDOM RIDERS WILL BE RUN FROM NASHVILLE, TENN,.,
e e e scnstmn s .
\ END PAGE ONE «ewew==~

y f/7 . i;}‘if“‘
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PAGE TWO
AND THAT

bé
b7C
b7D

IS RETURNING FROM ATLANTA TO NASHVILLE AND

WILL BE AVAILABLE AT TELEPHONE CHAPPELL TWO SIX SEVEN ZERO ONE.

ATLANTA ADVISED| WAS VERY COOPERATIVE AND THAT

INDICATED GROUP AT NASHVILLE IS NONVIOLENT MOVEMENT SPONSORED BY

THE NASHVILLE CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP COUNCIL. BUREAU WILL BE

KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS, ATLANTA AND MEMPHIS SENT AIRMAIL

COPIES,

END AND ACK PLS

WA S-48 PM OK FBI WA RAM

TU DISC

Be-MR. ROSEN.
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(O mmwsmas SECTIO e, Callsen
MA\{ 1 Mr. Conrad .
J / M. geL;i:.eh 1.
! E:iiEEE Mr. Evans ..cof
1/ wE Malgne /- A=
f il
O Mz, rrmtté; e
_ 5c . . W.C.Sullt
precoos R10ERS = 17 N
5 : Mr. IMEremamm—
T ) . Misg Gandy: ‘
i URGE 5=31~61 5-44 PM CST JuB —k//
DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC~S NEW ORLEANS, BIRMINGHAM AND MOBIL} 7Tt

EROM SAC, MEMPHIS /157-140/

;l}*REEsus,? RACIAL MATTERS. NSNVM, ADVISED SA

TODAY THAT GROUP ORIGINALLY HAD NINE STUDENTS TENTATIVELY
SCHEDULED TO MAKE FREEDOM RIDE TO JACKSON, MISS. ON JUNE ONE NEXT.

NSNVM HELD QUUTE“WORKSHOP4%NQHQ$E ON NIGHT OF MAY THIRTY LAST TO
TRAIN THESE RIDERS. TODAY, HOWEVER, FIVE OF THE NINE DECIDED NOT

TO MAKE THE TRIP. FOUR ARE STILL SCHEDULED TO GO BUT NSNVM 1S NOW
DEBATING AS TO WHETHER IT WOULD BE WISE TO SEND ONLY THE FOUR
INASMUCH AS ALL OF THEM ARE INEXPERIENCED IN THE WORKINGS OF THE NVM.
STATES POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT THEY WILL NOT SEND ANOTHER

GROUP FROM NASHVILLE. HE ADVISES THAT IF GROUP IS SENT HE WILL

7
FURNISH PARTICULARS AS TO IDENTITIES, ITINERY AND SCHEDULE. HE /iy

—

ALSO STATED THAT NSNVM IS NOT AWARE OF WHETHER OR NOT GROUPS ARE 4
BEING SENT TO JACKSON FROM OTHER CITIES., INVESTIGATION CONTINUING,

OTHER OFFICES ADVISED . ., REC~ 1 /ﬁ 7‘_&5?7”‘ ,?[,
END AND ACK PLS “‘///i,.‘ s elkg

AND HOLD W%z %UN 1961 r‘f‘ U /7/ a1 B

7-48 PM OK FBI WA RAM HOLDINGH
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- < FEDERAL BUREAU QF INVESTIGATION \
i N S nes
‘ U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Mr. Tolsdn_-

: - COMMUNICATIUNS SECT! . Mr. Parsons

AY 3 ‘] Mr, Mohr...
1 g Ar. Belmont.— .
Mr. Callghan—___

ETEL'E My, Conrad.

Mr. DeLoach_.._

Mr Trofter_____
Mr. VW.C.Sullivan
Tele. Roomt
Mr. Ingram_ ..
c’ ) .9 ' ﬁ’ v
Jo o EL ) K1 OERS» F22/% &
URGENT 5-31-81 1-01 PM CST LH e
0 DIRECTOR FBI AND SAC ALBANY pic

FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS 157-264 i- P

FREEBUS, RM, NEWSPAPER REPORTER ADVISED JACKSON RESIDENT AGENT
THIS DATE THAT QU@‘PE"]CORNELL COMMITTEE AGAINST SEGREGATION//HN&E}GTE-—
PLANNING SOUTHERN TRIP NEXT WEEK TO AID IN INTEGRATION MOVEMENT.

.3 ABPROXq /ﬁ g 2,.,‘
SPOKESMAN FOR GROUP ALLEGED TO BE AGE‘“’NINETEEN, Aoy

I3

STUDENT CORNELL UNIVERSITY, WHO HAS R{I§ORTEDLY STATED THAT GROUP
HAS BEEN TAKING INSTRUCTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF CORE. ALBANY WILL
CONTACT SOURCES FOR ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION RE PLANNED TRIP,
INCLUDING ITINERARY, NAMES OF PARTICIPANTS, MEANS OF TRANSPORTATIO@,%”

\\ﬁ

ETCs, SO THAT ALL INTERESTED OFFICES MAY BE ADVISED, /g{/
r {
END :
WA  3-04 PM OK FBI WA JDS M/m‘ﬁ, B O
e
HEB L4 Rﬂ'f 11 /}w'wmm
g }'/’ = k!q l;:;{ . M
\Q)Q)‘JUN :,[.«i ‘Sﬁi BE AN ¥ i




. Repor Férm . R ' - ' 4
FD-263 (5-12-85) %% -k . N -
. . : : - o
) b SR . . - , . ' ’ . . . /,> i

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Reporting Office Office of Origin Date . ] Investigative Period
{3 NEW. ORLEANS NEW ORLEANS -6/1/61 5/28 - 6/1/61. _
:‘)TITLE OF CASE . * . SR Report made by ‘ . - : < Typed‘Bx_i:
¥ FREEDOM RIDE{ 1961 ' . ; SA eah
!/ Greyhound Bus #4450 from . | caamactEr oF casE , T
Nashville, Tennessee to Jackson, L ’ o T ve
 Mississippi, 5:15 PM, 5/27/61 to . T ’ ) - g
5:37 AM, 5/28/61 o RM; CR . . |
%, ! R |
N @ oosrpony Mosas- mise
- 2.2 2 o ' L v 7 Y .
7 REFE"RENC‘:E'S SR :

New Orleans teletype to Director entitled "FREEDQM*ﬁIDERS, 1961,
RM, DAMV, CR," 5/29/61 (No File 157—264), o ’ o o

- -P -
. NEW ORLEANS DIVISION /
AT JACKSON MISSISSIPPI

. N 24
B Will follow and report disposition. ;,
_ , .j"'
L 2. Will report results of photographing at scene of 3
arrests. ; : :
Approved ) ( Mﬁ) . /,.,’“" o a ‘S?Iidgllx cﬁgz‘“ L. ,' ’ ' bc‘> not writemspaées below L{‘ .
Copxespgde \—/ Co ‘,'4 ’ . A \ .% R B S
si4)- BURBAT . . o /.5’7;L«';34?7-*-' \3(&7 REC- 17 -

vs - NEW ORLEANS \(457 279 i s 1. ;‘\3-6 -
~ DEUr lst mwcs 'mﬁ:} 3 gomm E{ ‘95 —

L‘ ‘f:p '0

X U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1955 0—344750
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REEDOM«\RID'E 519
: Greyhound Bus’# H

fNashv111e,“Tennessee
©. 53157 Piy. 5/2
/61

a

- ChquCfe" ,“ “*;; : ; h ), : - \.-:\s“, .';; oy . 4,,j;' = ~,~‘ ' :\p“,
A RACIAL* MATTERS,‘.-CI
i 4,\'A'~( - ;-’; R R
. & a2 -2. ) 4‘ " . ;;“ . . :
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ggtant-bus departedfnaéhville, Te‘”If :15:PM, '5/2

a?;a. ived Memphis;” Téﬂﬁ‘““lo 459, 5/27/61”‘ Several*Negr pw;;;n

NI - &4 - 4
» \)1 ‘. S

sguriders‘used white rest room‘ and" whitemrestaurant-atgﬁqu
Lwithout: in ncident ‘meus“I”ft'

28/61~,and proceeded direct 5
AM,»5/28/61;»and onddisembarklng each %qugg;‘{

;.,

§
4]
R
S b
.I”
':f'
N
cn
R b
E

f*flvekNEgro maleswand~four;Negro fema h,éspplagedeuhder.«.~;y%iqﬂikggi

entered whitifwaiting ‘room' At

tation“*.&rrests t> incident: or: reSiétgﬁbe I
c‘h“a‘.rged MBre . Tried dni City “Court; "*‘5/29/61,‘.'%
ALY found“guilty and sentencedato 60, days. suspended“and S
fined’$200*” 0 pay. £ine andwconfinedzcit “Ja'l

ALl refused" ] ¢ i
T, ansferredﬂﬂindsWCbunty Jail,“5/30/61*W-a~ LERLE

agrest‘bwaackson
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S pat Tennessee A% I State University, Nashville, Tennessee.*“

'u‘; same date.

N0'15§§279" 5 I ) .~;; ,;;'
CDETAILS: . o o
_TRAVEL NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE =
TO_JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI '

. Ihvestigation is predicated on information furnished
-the New Orleans Office by Memphis on. May 27, 1961, advising
. information had been received that -a group of nine Negro Sl e
- students ‘had purchased Greyhound Bus Tickets to Jackson,-,‘. TR
Mississippi, at Nashville, Tennessee, on. May 27, 1961, and'.
’ ;planned to test segregated facilities at Jackson’ Information
was furnished that this group ‘would arrive at Memphis, Tennesee," .
. at 10:45 PM, May 27, 1961, and would probably depart Memphis
at 1:30 AM, May 28, 1961, arriving at Jackson at 5 :30 AM; the

B . 2 -
»‘ N - ~ N .« g s
Pl ¢ N T - N ‘

“AT 'JACKSON, mss:ssmp: }fj f‘-;t."l‘;-ii, T

On receipt of the above information, “the Jackson Vo
Police Department .the Mississ1ppi Highway Patrol.at Jackson, --

. .. . and Sheriff. J ROBERT GILFOY were -advised.- of the above informa-‘?

. *tiOD.. s O - . Q,’ e - L N :T..e TP TS AR

A Later, ASAC’ CLIFIwrmzx;Jf_{m_nfemphis Division,
‘:g;fi'telephonically advised “SA that the folléwing .

" individdals  were aboard .the .Greyhound Bus which left Nashville -
. at 5:15 PM," May 27, 1961, all-of whom are Negroes and. students - .

s e (.4 -

S s ~Nashville, Tennessee L
N iy q-@f - .Oklahoma City,’ Oklahoma g At
o ~. " Mason, Tenmessee ~ - Y T
Chattanooga#:Tennessee )
NashviIle,lTennessee
- Bolivar, TennesSee. - C
'“Birminghammmglagama R

Cincinnati .Ohio,

Piednont, “Alabama
, o . );7.} -
.8 s . "wq.-,g,r. PR (?Wg*rh E AN L
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N 1

“ - YA

On Maygzs, 1961, the Memphis Divis;on advzsed
that the above group arrived at Memphis, Tennessee, ‘at -

‘approximately :10:45 PM; May 27, ‘1961, and, ‘due to’ advance
 publicity, upon: arrival were photographed by local press
~.and TV representatives.r ‘Several thereafter used the white

murest rooms and white restaurant without incident. There

was ‘no disturbance- whatsoever at Memph1s and no- unusnal

'ngatherlng of peOple.a Several thereafteér sat down- in* the :%
- white waiting room. Greyhound ‘Bus’ 4450 ‘with the above in—g,

dividuals aboard, departed Memphls at 1 26&AM, May 28 1961
en; route to Jackson.u
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. Greyhound.Bus #¢450 arrzved at the Greyhound L
-~ Bus Term:nal, 219 North lamax: Street, Jackson, Uississippi; - | S

.. at -5:26 AM, on Sunday, M3y 28, 1961, Just prior'to the . . - .- .

arrival of the bus, tliree uniformed’ pol1ce officers and ;. . ot ]

“about six detectives were observed on.thé platform. ,sf" R,
There were approxmmately twelve. newsmen,preoent, mostL s

of whom carried camera- eauipment. -“These men gathered

around the door of the bus as. the passengers go% of;.,

¥ . ‘,h-",‘!"‘
N ' > N o . -(

A nv Negro male, o

,;‘Who WOre a. 'He Was T

S <subseqdent1y‘1dent1fleé as| R nﬁ;
Jllinois, "He was. followed by- a yoq#g Negro glrl wearzng )

S t >
u o - 4\‘ "'r . ’ T ‘\'
' .

.,<‘~‘ < Ed N - e- P v

ey v‘While the bus was unloadlng, unlformed
‘police kept access. to both the-coloréd waiting room and
* %he white waiting room open.  The entrance to the colored
waiting room wag directly in.front 0% the bus  and the {fﬂgh‘
;entrance to, the white waiﬁ;ng’room,was located to - the B
" wight of. ﬁhe bus at 8 scmeWhat greatEr dlstance from oAt
’the buSo T - ‘ ,fv-:‘ [N S “ ‘, ¥ »’ 't '7 A (";‘,""_:""j ‘vb6 ’

‘o T t" . '-,*'
PR PR ¥

e

"

o ‘ o Sax Negroes were.observed as they entered o 31«‘
p’the white Waltmng room, whale the hus continuéd to "j-;w ‘
’ runload. ' [

. A . [ . N ‘f N - sy
3 . - a . PRERN

S Three addzoional‘ﬂégroes entered the wh;te.'"
AyWaiting room & short tlme thereafter, R

i Ay

. N s

"’"W"" . s * oot
N

o SR Capta1n| IJackson Eollce Department, -

. 'who stood in the white: waiting room, advised’ these Negroes .
T4 0 mave, on,,on two different ocecasions, 1ndlcating with " v T
C his hand that they should leave +the station by way-of . - }‘ IR
.- the £irst door. ‘They did not leave the Suatlon and Were T

,“placed under arrest by Cautazn , : S

. "
{ .

[ -, AE. ﬁhe time of cheir arrest, the £1fst group &
rof si& Negroes to- leave the bus was standlng B0 - one S1de
“With police offlcers. NS gt I T

s

.
Dy

on 3/28/61 - - Jackson, Mississippi- -)“Fnsﬁfy:;?77279%ff'“ -
b SO (N - o-% o LTl N .

. ,by . 'eah : ‘; : : ‘ Dafe dlctated 0/28/61

I3 - “ ?
o Il o [N . . N v o
This document contuins nelther recommendations nor conclusions of‘the FB.I "It ds the property o( the F‘BI qnd ls locmed to -~
- your aqency, {t and its, contents are not to be distributed outside your aqency. .
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R S R KO Wi-i;hin f:s.ve"ia:mutes aiter The 1asz‘: ax:rests ST
o ~We‘re made 'the nine: Negrees got .in the police patrol - . Lt T
’wagomwhich was parked ip front of‘ %he si:a..:.on \vithout
oifering “resiﬁitance. o
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._ ’ Fp;302‘(RﬁV-‘l-25-20) @FEDERAL‘BUREAUOFlNVEsT«"G’N rl‘,”’ ' o . L ) o

5/28/ 61 .

" Date .

Ly The :Eelching was ob,aerved 2 ’E?he ﬁreyhcund :
o Buza I}apot 2 219 Hwish Lamar Sizree{:, J‘acl»sox:, ﬂississmppi“ .

R A‘:: 5:26 ﬁm, &reyhound Bus § #2480 stapged at ihe
NI passenger ‘plakiorm 2% the ferminal and aficéx the doors -
yere, opened Zhe pasgengers began o get off the bus: Dix‘ectly -
- dn front of the bus was & large sign, “Coloved Yaiting Room,™
" over entrance doors There: Blreccly to-the 1°:a.gh{: of the - .
. gus VAS 2 la.rge s;,gn bver the ezztran,ce doors, “‘&?h:.i:e Wait.inf’ L
T Roon" . c e
R  Whe imsﬂ; parssenger from g‘;he bus ‘that entered 'iahe,,,; S
Lo 'whi'i:e Wai%:ing ‘7oom was. & white faidla.. After she entered this - °'7 .
‘woomy six negroes; four males; and jwo females walked imfo, . . ¢
the white waifing yoom and stodd by the chairs arrvanged at = . .
the right side of the waiting ¥Foom facinwr Straafi,. A
© Ag the group stood there; Police Officer in the -
.. uniform of the Jachson; Ilistisyippi; Police nﬁpar‘tmem, SpOlua
+ .. to the group giving the commond; “You must move oni"  The
gronp vas silent and. did net move:  Officer then xepe&i.eel
- the command; "ou pust ‘move on;™. and the grmzp vepained - .
- Bilent and did not moves -Chief of Retectives UEADY B: PIERGE,
. ‘Jackson, mssms:lppi, folice, Department, was stonding ﬁhere
.. dwring this tine dnd oan his cmmma,nd a:ﬁfmer]:ltold '&he
'grcup they wera under ar:res'i:.. 4 N SR

SRR Just as. these six wers’ be;mg nlaced nnder arresi,,
-'bhree other: Negroes walked into the: wvhite Wai'&ing Toon and
stood in about the middle of the woon crl:yzz a few xeeﬁ: from

~.the other group. AL that time, Officer gave the ccmmanﬁ
%o these thres; “You nust Move on;™-and The thtee remhined -
--sbanding and silent. - GEfice: sgain gave the ‘order; “You
T mugh move, on st The thvee remaingd silent and did nod moves - -«'_
Theny on the order of Chied of Debechives E?J.I:Rﬁn,I:ﬁsalﬁ :
" thése three they vwere undew. arrest, zmd 'i;hey moved *ta mzéx'e
'i:he i‘irs'b gmnp wAS sﬁand:mga ’ TRl T .
) 'I‘here were pz*esen:i; in ihn whii*a Wa::i::in,., xaom, in .
‘aac{dits.on '&Q the. ﬁeg;:‘oeu at thig time, - uw ap;sroxima.tely 30 oz
. 35 other persons; six people at. the luach cauni:ex, about 12 = -
individuals’ that appeared o be ne?;syapermea » Sone having camers
equipmant, about 6 uniformad pclicemen and 5 or 8 ﬁe‘aec tives
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of the Jae!xson 2 EﬁSwlsSini, Police ns..pa.rﬁmen% “%he Sherifi
“of Hinds County, J. Ri GILFOY, and 001one1 ‘I‘ BIRDSONG,
Mississippi Highway Safe'i:y Pa.trol. ' - Lo

'i‘he off:.cers of tha JackSon, M:.ssissippl,
thce Bapartmenc, were under the command of Chief of - -
“Degectives MEADY B, PIERCE, of that depavtment. A% the’ *b;i.me
“of arrést of ‘the Negroes; no handcuffs vere used and the.
,officers: were not seen to touch those. arxesied. The ofﬁ.cers
present appeare& i:o ha.ve nbr equipment oﬁa er thah us:ml
sidearms. ‘ , e i ; St

k‘ ’
B

. . . = .
“y. Lo Ve .
et e o o, ot &

N

' The arrested indivz.duals 'i:hen directeé by Ll L
;Eour or :L':r.ve police officers walked through the.-front door S

of tHe ‘bus -station-to North Lamar Street and entered the .~ .
Jackson* Mmsassippn., Police Department: patrol wagon; Which

. wag parked there. The wagon was *{:hen driven off by pol;lce
ii rse .

‘3 - L R Fa - "'«‘

N It iS‘ es‘l:imated that abaui: ten minm.es pa.ased‘
from the *t:ime Ahe Negroes enteréd the White wa.:.tinof room,
until %hey eft in the patrol wagpn. L , )

. ' The wa:.tress in charp‘e of 'i: ‘e' 1unch edunter
at i:he above timé was *addresss

Jack’son, MiSSlSSIppi, Who ha.d no 'ass:.stants

BT TRE time. - - T _ IR

ian Ui The ‘drdver of Grevhound: as-'*#’%aa’mgg
‘address,. _”emph:.s, ‘Tennessee.
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| FD0 tRgveraseo) N\'FE.D,E(RAAL BUREAU OF INVE%TIG’\J e Y
\ . " 4 ‘:'\.' ) 4 - ‘— -\ s -, "‘, [ | ‘. L \ “, » “ A‘ L

‘ f‘ Date .- 5»/28/@1 L

, 'rhe :Eolldwing even"t.s were observed at "che
Gz'eyhound Bus. Depoi;, 219 Nori:h Lama.r Streew’:, Jacksan, ;
Mzssissippi‘ cor y . B

KN LT N N - ‘ : E . N " e L
T . e

- . \

"‘here vere’ seven unx;formed Jackson poizce- Cy

‘men . in front: of the. depoi: during fthe fifteen-pinute per:md
irom 5: 15 AM to B: 30 AM. : No police dcsgs were cbserved B
najﬁ : S it e e H,‘.y N

P
]

»'J Aqr .u‘\,

= ’ 'I‘here vas, no crowd‘{of speci‘.ato:z-s izi 'i:he area.
and 'bz'a“*:ﬁxcuzn +the ‘avea, was.very. lighi, both vehiculaﬁ
.and ‘pedestriani - Busg #4450 avrived at 5 26 A1 and droVe T
4o the wxear .of the depot:.f,”At *&his time, ‘there was st.«.ll MR
" no. crovd: ot the ‘streets. and no.croywd at ‘the'-depot, At
- 5231 AM, the first ridexr enkered the police patrol wagon
. ., barked-in Iront of ‘the. deﬁot. +The ‘patrol Wwagon-left *bhe
; area at 5135 A, All police and deputies lefi ‘the: area
immediately after 'Lhe ‘departure. of-the- 'pélice patrol: :
vagon.: At-5:i40 Al, the area was. entirely clear of pol:.ce :
. -@nd newsmen. All duz:mg this elapsecl per:.od, na- mﬁc::.den'i;s o
‘ ’ were obseived. The ezact number'of péople’ aﬁrested could . -
~‘not’ be determined, dueé te the'fact that the’ phiotographers .
blocked the. view 10 the xear. of ithe paddy wagon. The " -
" police: ‘Were not even requ:«.red to 48k gnyone fo keep moving
A, only casua.l 1n'beres%: was d:tSplayed by any passersby.
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any mannex 1n the arrests deseribed below.*

« f'near %he . geats of the vaiting. room, : CaptaLn
" Jackson,. m;ssxsgippi Police Department, addressed the group”
. inwords: 10 ‘the effect that: they. must, move oy pomntang to
- the exit to Ladiar ‘Streets - -YWhen the “‘group refﬁsad %o move , ;‘;.
[:::]agazn;teld them thaﬁ they must:move omy -t N

“4carr1ed by the,pol;ce were normal s;dearms.

l"""' ) oY " s e 5/28/61 :‘b7c
o Dute

The ;ollowing observations were made Qn the morning

| of May 28, 1961, at approximatoly.5:30 AM, at thé Greyhound -

Bus ‘Station, 219 North-Lanar Street, Jackson, ﬂlsszsszppi,~

w;by the below named Spec:al Agenﬁa';

A roxzmately tharty-five persons ﬁére«observed in

"the Whiﬁe Wa;%ing hoom of the. station. About one' dozen of

these persons were ‘obyiously newspapermen. ‘About six uni-
formed officers of the Jackson, Wississippi, police .Depariment .
were nbted and about. the sane ‘nunber of: plaznmclothes detectlves

‘of thé - Jachson Police were thewe; including Chief of Detectives.
'M:B. PIERCE and Captain
Depuuy Sherifis’ ¢nd Sheriif 'BOB. GILFOY weye: ‘a¥so' in the

Seversl’ Hinds’ County

waiting'room%, The. Snersz s, 0ffice did not’ parﬁ:c;paﬁe in

“ff'f Slwaegraes atanding An: a group werp,’ ; -8 anding

Hpon'signal, at, that poin& xrom-ehaef of Detectives = .

xM‘ B.. PIERCEA::::jlnform@d‘the group they were under. arvesis-

Theére vas no. personal contact. made between any police ofiicer'“”

.~ 'and any member 0f the group vhich could be seen,.  The group, -
s An_an-orderly fashiom;. proceeded through the waiting room

escorted by police to the Lamar- Street entrance to the White ;: .
Waating ‘Room, The group was ‘observed entering a. polzce vagon R

" yhich was parked outside the bus station. A number -of Te-
, porters. surrounded the wagon as the Riders f£iled into the -~

vear of the vehicle and there was no. phys:cal contact noted

 between Police Officers and, the Riders. . No handcuffs were.

visible on. the hands of’ the Riders and the. only equzpm@nﬁ

- ‘A
A

It 1s notod thaﬁ Lamar Street was obsorved ana np

'signs of yolice dogs wexre noted,

Shortly afﬁer the group of riders had entered bhe

iy

e

- B/28/G1 . ' Jacksbn, Mississippi < - . - 157=278 . .
R '0"1' _ - g at ,w N ~ N . . I Filen# - - - ) - N (AR
by SA Gah. o iired  B/28/6L
v . _ : S . Date dlctafed —- N
_This document contains neither recommendcxtloﬁs nor conclusions of the FBI It is lhe propenty ;f. t;xe F'BI cmd is’ loanec; to
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Aativity noted by $A
fo Viadting B.oom anc‘l in the street outs
entirely orderly and swi:ﬁt.; A v
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Dote :

‘ : ch:lef o:E Eateewivcu n. B,. PIEP%, lﬁal:lca ﬁdparf;meni:,
J&ckscm; Hississippl, advised the fellovwing woro. arrestod a‘&

tie Greyhound Bus Sﬁai;s;on, 200 Block, ‘North ‘Lamas Strect,

advised that tho. «a':msf: roporg for all
. thoyg the arresting officer oo Capbad

Jackeon, Miesisgippi, at 5i30 AM, on MY,,?*%, 1961, zazza‘ima . .bé" g
2 Sona nane
©of the & b7_cu;‘

deckion Polico Dopariment. PINRCE adviEed that all porsons

. viere charged with brench of pence,  He adviged that four
. detoctives 2nd ton uniformad officers pariicipsated in tho -

arreat. Following io a ligi of the: PRvEens. a&restea, R

;fmhvﬁ.}_c "énmas:ge@

orn)

i3

T

rﬁﬁt@n‘dount unty, fenn., Negro, nale,
’51& -3 m H eyesa, mmk eompla‘sion Y

; WEE T AN iy P N@grﬁ{‘“femm,
ha:iz-f bxovm eyea, bmwxz eamplemon, M%Iz@sﬁ -

“‘“"“%’

| mﬁﬁanmga, ‘i’eunessee. s'i:udent, Tennesma -

Q};Igghmm g-g d"‘ﬂ
xR ﬁ@«r nnle,

[ OEIahehd cz—ty, N
leahc«* m@;}‘,‘" T

ey@s, bla complaxioa, Joth.r <

ivar, Tm@a&;

.‘ I_tmden ﬁo T

- Negro, black h...:’wr, bropn. eygsy

Lvar,MM%y, ‘?’ f’?‘, ; T

J.igh'& brown eomplez;mn 5 m‘:ng;; o IM@& .

\A/

Lml—m GOB CouNtyy

Ti. . siudent, x&meseo ART;
bmm cyes ,}1&% !m:w, Fa'&her .

A

| I [ RSHviLle, "‘ennes.aee.

‘horn | Colhoun, CONREY, Lenn: "*efgfqegro, ‘male,] |

studens, Tennesgen ALY,

« bl

bia onplezio, - black o
ha:lr, ‘black eyes, I‘af:her] |Loi:hs:r-| l ST

"

A

o, B/28/61 . Jochpon, Misslesipplc | #: 157._279 ‘
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County,/Alab

‘browsd complexion, blaclk ha.ir, “brovn éyes.

Nashvi:lle, Tennessee, born

m&ﬁ%&_l V.o FCNNESEEC, . SLUdeHL, Tennessee<AGT,

—oyes, Tother ]

Birmingham Alabama bq:cn |4:efxerson  ; :
. student ;“Ténnessee BT, , Negro, iemale ]:Ij by, -

T ARY
e;‘;e.l‘s, ﬁother -|

brovn complekion. bldck hair, blacl,,
[Fa.‘i,her ~ || L

e NASAV 111€ ,. TEUNESSEE,,
nty. ,.miio , student, Tenne‘s*éee
I black ha.u', brovm

PIERCE adv:.sed that after the arrest of the above
individuals they wére transported to Police Headquar'ters where
they were bcol.ed and placed :Ln the Clty Jail,’
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R FD-302 (Re.v.h-zs-eo) ,‘EQERAL BUREAU.OF INVESTIGA P
-(',." ¥ L ) «*‘ ", ‘ 'At >, 1 i ‘"sl vt “' - L . N Dﬂte. - 5/3‘1/61 ) : '
', Chief of Detectives M. Bl mncn, Jackson - R
, Pnllce Dﬂparument, ‘on- May- 28, 1961; advised ' uhere’wlll i
... . be no Mun101pal ‘Court held taday for Freedon R;&érs nﬁo S
S arrested) from Gmeyhound Bus #4450, " Court tentablvely 3“ ORI
- cgel-for 4:00 PM, May 29, 1961 but efforts ‘being ‘made.. co JEL L
. baye it held earliér, 'at.3:00 PM. -Chief PIERCE advised" e
0 tHis” group‘will ‘be ‘clizrged. the same ag previous groups., b7c
f = | Those arrested Wlll have opportunxty‘of~release s
4 i on $500 appea“ance hond" this date, Hay. 28, 19613 but; at B
ST present, there is no indicatzcn they w111..;; T : :ﬂ@
L T These lates% arrests vers handled Wltﬁ ne extra RO
: policemen on. dutv,-ot_ir fhan Chief‘PIERCB, and ﬁap&ains s
L L L There wéS~a Small number of Bepu*y Sner sﬁévéii;ﬁ =
o , able in, the arey. and at the stationf e <}¥UT~F,.'}¢f; :
<, 66i515/2§26iﬁf Jackson, M1ss1ssipp1
. :Dafe dlcfuted 5/28/61 « P -

*This document conta!ns nelther recommenddtions nor. conclusions of the ‘F‘BI.

1t 1s ‘the ptoperty‘of the F‘Bi ccmd is loaned to

. Your agency, it andiits contents are-not. to be distributed outslde your ugency. e
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C 3-”charging “the elght 1nd1V1dual Freedom Riders dzd, on.or

P o N ¢

o L R R T
. FD;302 (Rey. 1:25:60), L fEDERAL BUREAU OF |sts1 IGA' ol
=;&~,un.’~»f“P ST b w@w@1 :

S R et - - R ."
N &

LT UaACK AL TRAVIS, IR Citv Attorr R

on May 28, 1961, Captain

r

.of the Peace '0f Jackson, .and signdd nine’ separate affidaﬁits

about May 28, 1961, in the’ corporaﬁe Linits of Jackson,.‘

o Firsg: Judiczal District of Hinds Cbunty; Miss;ssappi,‘.\
.,‘4_ "with intent to provoke & breaech of the ‘peace, did then .
e and thére W1lfu11y and’ unlawfully congregace'W1th others

~j§fi;. in of .around.the Greyhound Bus, ‘Bepot, 200/ block North .

. Lamar Street, Jackson, IHssisSippi, a place:of. buszness
,jaga~nﬁf ‘engaged in selling or gerving mempers of the public :in.°

S s ’eah ;e g
by — - . T ¢ - Dote dlcfai'ed JZ.ZQ/G].

o j’ by affiant (Captain

violation of Sectxon 2087.5, Migsissippi Codé of 4942,,;-,

Anuotated, a5 amended, ‘and’ did then and there’ iail ‘or
g4 © refuse to dlsperse ﬁff:Tove on. when . ordered %o do S0 ¢

“the City of. JacLson, M1551881pp1, a mun;clpalzty, contrari‘ o
to the 'laws’ and ordinances in such.casés madé and provxded,

S Departmeht “appeared -before’ JAMES.L..SPENCER, a Poliée;ﬁ,:ﬁﬁlyiiw’
+. 1o Justice of the City of Jackson and Ex-Officio Justice - - ,

= N s, b
S R and against the peace and d:gn:ty of‘the State af Mass1331pp14
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G0 The following
Section 2087 5"ﬂ?:

; '(1),crowds or- congregate .with others 1n or upon‘-
\shoﬁeprotecting structure ior- structures, ‘oF a pub11b street*or
_public. hzghway, :or- ypon-a-: public sidewalk, or any other. - -
‘public plagce; ‘or-in. anyfhotel, ‘motel,> store, restaurant,*'*’
lunch.counten, cafeteria,~sandw1ch -Shopy* motlonwp1cture -
“theatre,” drive-in, beauty" parlor‘ Swimmihg. p .
AnY.- spotts: or: recreational ‘area’ orvplace, xany other.place
.of: business engaged in. selllng or: ‘Serving ‘members of ‘the ... ;
~publlc, or in; or around any free entrance to any‘snch p1ace
of” bus

- <oxs y -public: :
-other: vehicleuengaged in transporting membert&of the publi
3f0r & fare or-:
4 cany’ of the matters or'thlngs mentloned‘lnwv-<~
ubsection (2) supra, to,ﬂtowardv-or in:the presence. of ‘any:
agthen ‘passénger. on. said .vehicle; or-any: person ‘outgide ot
said rehicle’.or’ 1n-the process-of-boarding'or'departlng el
rom: saig;vehlcle, or, any.. employee'engaged ; ‘
_heJOperation~of such vehicle, or
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“(4) refusing ‘to, leave the premises of another

when' requested so to do by any owner, lessee, or any L
employees thereof, S O o DY

T

"shall be’ guilty of’ disorderly conduct, which is made a
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished .

by a fine of not. more than two hundred dollars ($200 00),
or. imprlsonment in the county  jail for not more than four - :
'(4) months,. dr by both such fine-and imprlsonment, and if- .
. any, person shall be’ guilty of. disorderly .conduct -as definedvﬁw‘&
~-herein and such conduct'. shall lead -to a breach of the peace K .7~
or .incite'a riot. ‘in any .of the places herein named; and as - :% .
..a result of said breach of the peace-or riot. another person’ . -
“Or Persons. shall be maimed, killed or injured, then the -
-person guilty of such disorderly conduct as defined herein’ ; °

shdall ‘be guilty of a -felony, and upon’ conviction such‘person

,:shall be imprisoned in the Penitentiary not longer than'tEnﬁ:'“:'
tﬂﬂ)yaws.\‘f.m‘, R T SN ,‘\ N

B <,.. P . . o e
° -

"\~f7"2.\ The provisions of this act are supplementary

’fto the proV1sions of any other . statute of this ‘state.

f"3, CIE any’ paragraph, sentence, or " clause of,xhisji

act shall bé held to be unconstitutional: or invalid,  the same-

. fshall not affect any: other part, portion or proﬁision of’ *

- this acty ‘but such other part shall remain in full force and -
effect T T s T e e e e
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Chlef of'Detectlves M. B PiERCE, Jackson Po ice . - r?§f‘1

Department, advised ‘the followzng individualg were trmed L

" in the Jackson Municipal. Court, Jackson, . Mississippiy " ST
“pefore Municipal Judge' JANES ‘L. 'SPENCER, o1, May 29, ", L0 T
1961, or @ charge of Breach,of the Peace, 1n connectlon "ﬁ,
'yith thejir arrést on lay. 28 1961 ‘and were convicted. .
and’ each.was gentenced to pay g flne of $200,00.4and" to R
_serve 60 days; however, the 60 days were $uspended ;n each o
1nstance""»q S Py , g . ‘b6 .
. = S s . e b7C

o S mr. PIERCE advised the above nine 1nd1v1duals RIS
e e Twere represented by ‘Attoraey | _Jof- Jackson, Mis=
... . sissippi, and the: case .was prosecuted by Jackson: City S
s Atkorney JACK TRAVIS. and “Assistant: Jackson City . Attorney -
o] | He advised.‘the: above 1nd1vidua1s all
entered pleas of’ not gullty.;:

. — e g ~'“‘,‘~ i
s, R

e M, PIERCE adV1sed the trzal bevan ak- 31 00 PM and
LA ended 3 17 pPM. He gadvised both the prosecntlon -and the. . . -
; ' defenge Walved.any argument and further adviged Judge. SPENCER
did not. deliver an ‘opinion’ but reférred:instead to bis- ‘,%.
" opinion rendeédon lMay 26, 1961, followxnw the tr1a1 of 2. «'.
preceding group of Freedom Riders. - B

'” :a‘ mr. PIERCE adzgsed ﬁhe only'W1tness for;the prose-f?oé N
clition Was Captai |gackson. Police Department;: - .- 'ah“;;j

f who: testified to the , circumstances. surrounding the arrest
pf these 1nd1v1duals at JackSOn, h1831ss1ppi,

;'?

Tl R . R A C ™ . RS
S ARG I 5/29/61 LN TR
. . . o . . e e w »
¥ ‘ ' N [ : ot - .
- - . . oA, , '

L ‘b),"

’»u~A"?‘ Mr PIERCE adV1sed the “defense: did not’ call any el
Witness.x He adV1sed that following themr conviction Attorney
A - * R 83 o 1T"~ : wr
“ st 0 « r'. - = 3 Lh
.., 5/29/61 . " Jackson,'Miésissippi g 157-279 : h
On Y. | et F:Ie# .
. ‘ R VoL AR ARS PR ) o -
g fean SR “5/29/61 "
s - Dote d:ctafed d
Thls document contains neither, recommendations Hor, concluslons of the. F’BI ‘It 4.5 the pmpert‘y .of the F‘Bl’ ond lsl 1ocn;ed t‘o
your dagency; it and 1ts conients crre not to be distributed outside your aqency Voo £
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| —h:old members ‘of 'i:he press that defendants ’were not

. going %o appeal their conviction at the. present ‘time and were “:.
. not going to pay their fines at this time. ~He advised the
E defendantS‘were returned to the Jackson City. Jail folloW1ng

. the trial and will be transferred to- the Hin&sACounty Jail,

S 4:,,;Jackson, mississipp:., May 30 1961. :

Mr._PIERCE adv1Sed no one" was barred from the court-j~~‘

. yoom during the above trial; however, he .noted that his depart-

ment had.prev1ou31y'noti£ied thé public through the local press;,f

7?_ that reportérs would have a priority -in gaining a.dmiss:.on to
“the trial, -He advised he would estimate -that there were ‘ap-

‘proximately‘tWelve to fifteen reporiters, includzng two ‘Negro S
,reporters, present during the above. trial together with five . .-~

© ' or six vhite spectators;- and ten to twelve Negro: spectators, .«
: ”He<adyised be observed MEDGAR EVERS, Field Secretary. for: the -
ational Assdstition for the Advancement of [Colored People,
Jackson, M;ssissipp:., ‘present in- the courf:room during -this -
"trial. Hr. PIERCE advised there vere several vacant seats:
‘in the courtroom and be ‘would ‘egtimate ‘that dltogether’ there
" Were about three vacant rows of seats 131 the courtroom, e

‘ " fe.. i PIERCE - a.dvised that Lieutenanﬂ:testr.ﬁled .
. tha.t he had arrested these mdlv:.duals, because they. had - -

refused’ tOfmove on” when ‘ord

T

‘1asked

ile.

%o do. s0...

Yr,  PYERCE said '

aS tesi:zfy:ing on. CYOSS=—.

‘e Xamination, ‘if hej

had axrested these 1nd:widuals

._bécause-they were Negroes in a white waiting room and Lt. ' -
had replied ‘that he-would have arrested them in-the Negro.:

rést room if’ he. had Ordered 'i;hema to ‘move on and they had “:nefused,
: gthis order. N : o

U ol . H

B ) 'u .:,,.
R not ‘_'@.,,;‘

Mr..PIERCE coul& furnish no further 1nformat10n re-‘}é:

o garding'the abeve tr;al. e
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