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N " We have received a letter from our Honclulu Office stat!

.

. the Honolulu Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation had
., a radiogram from your Washington Office stating that a Was
T attqey had applied to you concerning passports and other pap
%_mn. a German nation.al, 'hich papera have been vested by this
ce. e o ,

The manager of our Honolulu Oi'fice informed your Honolulu Office _.
that he would forward the requested papers to us. Thesq papers have
riow been received in Wash.i.ngton. N A ‘ '

We shall be glad to discuss this matter with you or, if you prefer,
‘ estion to us. This case

, H.0.L.C. Bldg.,
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MEMORANDUM FOR MNr. D. M. Ladd Mr. Nesse

Dates Angast 11, 1948

ESPIONAGR - G and J-

——

As a result of an investigation conduoted by the Buresu, the wubject, .37
a OGerman national residing on the i1sland of Oabu in the Hawelian Islands, ws '
convicted by the Military Commission sitting in Bonolulu and found guilty on
Pebruary 21, 1942, of unlawfully obtaining information affecting the national

defenss and disclosing such information to the Japanese Consulate in Honolulu. -~

Ee wvas seatenced by the Military Commission tc be shot to death. However, en :
October 26, 1942, the Military Governor of the Territory of Hawali, altbough L
approving the sentence sed by ths Commission, commuted Kushan's sentence

to confinement at hard labbr fsr fifty years and ordersd him to be confined at

the U. S. Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Xansas. (Serial 2383)

. After the subject had besn confined at Leavenwerth, Xansas, for a
considerable periocd of time, he was released from that institution and in
Septexbser of 1546 was transported to the Immigration Station, Ellie Island,
Nsv York City, where he awvaited transportation to Germany.

By copy of an order dated July 23, 1946, signed by the Attorney General
it vas learned that the subject wes ordered deported from this ceuntry. I thoughs
You weuld be interested in knowing that the Hew York Office has now adviged the

Bureau that the qfficipls ln Rllia Islapd, Few York Cify, ipformed the New York
Offioe on July 25, 1948, that the received ordgr the Aktorney Genatal to
parole ths subjiect. T hat ' \
parolfied gome time thg\ d_e,:;l However, the address to which he was going wms not
TN i
T4 ~
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'SUBECT: TRANSFER OF PRISONER'S MAIL e mpm
g Sl AN LAl (L_ :: ::::::-__

Bulky Exhibit File Number: §-157!+-27§ - rote. s
s banly o

We are presently in the process of reviewing all bulky
exhibits presently on hand, in order that we may weed out those
which will serve no useful purpocse by being retained. Inasmuch
a9 & great many of these bulky exhibits pertain to inactive
cases and are occupying badly needed space, it 1s requested that

ou have the appropriate substantive supervisor review the above—
isted bulky exhibit and render a decision as to the retention
or disposition of the material contained therein. A notation

as to the decision rendered should be placed on this memorandum,
and it should be returned to the Filing Unit of the Records
Section, room 1113, Identification Building. This memorandum
will be filed in the case file. .

RECOMMENDATION?

That the above~listed bulky exhibit be reviewed and a
decision rendered as to the retention or disposition of the
material contained therein,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

o HEREIN IS LHCLASSIFIED - R
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

07- Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

@/De!eted under exemption(s) Z{ 6 Aé 7(L with no segregable
material available for release to you.

E/Informat.ion pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

[ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[J  Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

———— Page(s) referred for consuitation to the following government agency{ies};
as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBL

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

) For your information:

B/ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
e5- 1814 367

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

§ DELETED PAGE(S) §

{ NO DUPLICATION FEE §
XXXXXX X FORTHIS PAGE X
XXXXXX 10.0.0.6.0.6°0.0.0.00°060.0.6:6.0'1
XXXXXX
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We are presently in the process of reviewing all bulky
exhibits presently on hand, in order that we may weed out those
which will serve no useful purpose by being retained. Inasmuch
ae & great many of these bulky exhidbits pertain to inactive
cases and are ooocupylng badly needed space, it is requested that
you have the appropriate substantive supervisor review the aboves
1isted bulky exhidbit and render a decision as to the retention
or disposition of the material contalned therein. A notation -~
as to the decision rendered should be placed on this memorandum,
and it should be returned to the Filing Unit of the Records o
Section, room 1113, Idgntirication Building., This memorandum
will be filed in the chse file. My

RECOMMENDATION: -
That the sbove=listed bulky exhibit be reviewed and a

decision rendered gs to the retention or disposition of the
materisl contained therein,
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Office Memondum -

Bernard Julius Otto Xueh

SUBJECT:

Enclosure ) 5

o

€
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

November 28, 1956

DATE:

There are attached excerpts concerning the above-
captioned case taken from "The FBI Story, A Report to the People,™
by Don Whitehead published by Random House, 1956. These excerpts

are from page(s) 190,793, 344  of the book.

The full text of the book may be found in the FBI Library.

L5 — /{74’"/.

NOT RECORDED
B MAR 11 1957

i
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EVEN as the ofly black clouds of destruction mushroomed
above the shatiered fleet at Pearl Harbor, a thin spire of gray smoke
was rising from the yard of the Japanese Consulate in Honolulu, This
~f smoke came from a small fire tended by Consul General Nagao Kita
apd his Vice Consul, Atojiro Okuds. They were burning the Consu-
late’s secret code books and the messages which had passed between
Kita and Foreign Minister Togo in those last days before treachery
reached its flaming climax. - ~

Nagao Kita. It's a name to remember in the espionage of World
War II. i any man can be named as the most effective enemy agent
in the Pear] Harbor attack, it was Kita, Behind the curtain of diplo-
matic immunity he supplied Tokyo with a running account of last-
minute ship movements in and out of Pear] Harbor. And now that the

blow was struck, he was trying to destroy the evidence.

But paper in bulk bumns slowly, While the flames at the Consulate
were being fed by Kita and Okuda, Special Agent in Charge Shivers
asked the Honolulu Police Department to place a guard at the Consu-
Inte. The guard saw the papers being burned. He rushed in and grabbed
a code book and a bundle of messages from the protesting Japanese.
The papers werg turned over to Shivers, who gave them to the Navy
to decode, along with Consulate messages obtained from the commer-
cial communications companies—messages which had been denied to
the FBI until the Japanese struck.? ~

When Shivers saw the uncoded messages, he exclaitned to another
agent, “My God, if we’d bad these earlier! Look at this!™ And he
handed the messages to the agent:

A -

*#0245 (1) “pa” 3 December, 1941
FROM: KITA :

TO: POREIGN MINTSTER, TOKTO

(Secret Military message No.) (By Chief of Consulate’s Code).

To: Chief of Third Section, Naval General Staff

From: FuJn

Re signals I wish to simplify communications as follows:

1. Code (following 3 section 8 lioe table)

. Battle force, including scouting force, are about to put to

. Several aircraft carriers plan to put to sea. :

. All battle force has sailed 1st-3rd dates inc.

. Several aircraft carriers have sailed (1st to 3nd)

. All aircraft carriers have sailed {Ist to 3rd)

. All battle force have sailed, 4th-6th dates inc. . i

|

S pr——— "
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Eage 150 of "The FBI Story,
4 gcport to the People" bY¥
Don Whitehead

L5 1574 ~
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Here was evidence of espionage. The message sent by Kite to Tokyo ‘ f
on December 3 proved that Kita had arranged for someone to signal

, Japanese submarines and give them information on the American flcet.
And the finger of suspicion pointed to Bernard Julius Otto Kuehn as l
Kita’s confederate because Kuchn had a house at Lanikai, a house at
Kalama with a dormer window and a boat with a star on the sail.

Otto Kuchn, a German pational, had first come to the FBI's attention
in 1939 because of persistent rumors that he had an abnormally large
income for a man with no profession or known business connection.
Such talk gets around in a community the size of Honolulu. And it
was no secret to the FBI that Kuehn had deposited more than $70,000
in a Honolulu bank from 1936 to 1939. He had once been a member
of the Nazi Party.

Kuehn explained to friends that his income came from family in-
beritances, but in tracing the money the FBI began 10 suspect it had
come to Kuchn from Japanese sources in Berlin. These suspicions in-
creased when the Army advised the FBI that the Japanese Consul
General was known to have asked his Foreign Office for an opinion
on the reliability of a couple in Hawaii named “Friedell.”

The FBI could find no ont named “Friedell.” But agents noted that
Mrs, Kuehn's first name was Friedel, spelled with one “1.” This simi-
larity in names seemed more than coincidence in view of the fact that
the Army’s tip cafne a short time after Mrs. Kuehn's return from a trip
to Tokyo.

Still, there was no tangible evidence of espionage by Kuehn uatil
the Consulate messages had been translated. Then Kuchn confessed.
He admitted he was the source of the code for signaling to the sub-
marines, but he claimed it was never used so far as he knew.

Kuehn told agents:

« « . It was also arranged [with Kita] that this same set of signals could

be given by short wave radio and arrangements were made that if the

Consulate desired 1o contact me they could do so by sending me a post-

card signed “Jimmie,” to my Box No. 1476 at Honolulu . . . On the

same occasion that I transmitted this simplified system of signalling 1 had

also advised the Consulate that there were seven battleships, aix cruisers,

two aircraft carriers, forty destroyers, and twenty-seven submarines, or
{ some similar figure, in Hawaiian waters . .

Kuchn also told of receiving some $30,000 in 1940-1941 from
sdurces in Tokyo, money which he claircd represented transfers from
property income in Germany. He said the last $14,000 payment was
handed to him by a strange Japanese, and that his wife hid all the f |
money,

“I don’t know where she has it hidden,” Kuehn said. But there was !

i

Page 192 of "The FBI Story,
A Report to the People” by
Don Fhizeheaod

G e
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was Vice Consul Qkuda’s associate, Consulate Secretary Tadasi Mori-
mura.
A military commission operating under martial law listened to
- Kuehn’s story and then sentenced him to be shot to death “by mus-
j ketry.” However, the sentence was later commuted by the military gov-
ernor to fifty ypars at hard labor.’ '

. . |
,test.imony indicating that the stranger who gave Kuehn the $14,000 , 1

Kuehn was one of ninety-one persons convicted of spying against the
United States from 1938 to 1945. And the shame of it was that sixty-
four of them were American citizens betraying their own country. The

ater number worked for the Hitler government because of loyalty
o Germany., A few others were mere adventurers. A few were re-

| ited by threats of death or injury to loved ones held by the Nazis.
A few became enemy agents because they saw a way to make casy \
money.

Excerpt from page 193 of
! "The FBI Story, A Report
to the People” by Don Whitehead

+

!
¥ Kuehn served at Leavenworth Penitentiary from -December 1, 1542, un-{
\ 1il Jupe 6, 1946, when his sentence was commuted in order to. de?ort hnin
' [ to Germany. He was confined at Ellis Island, New York, until his pa{'c:l
" [ was ordered on July 29, 1948, He voluntarily depasted from the Unit |

States to Buenos Aires, Argentina, on December 3, 1948,

Excerpt from page ‘344
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SUBJECT: FQ,‘LA«;L ku,tg_lqi/' : Ruﬁ'\ ](u.ilqd Loveh

W.C. Sullivan .
Tole. Room __
Hollomas™

For record purposes,_d the "Indianapolis Sta.r"'/
Washington offjce, advised that S3:.:“«::: the editors of ks paper n@
had come across Bernard Juliu ehn in Indanapolis and had checked into

Kuehn’s background and wanted to do a little rehash of this old case,

J
The Kuehn case was an esplonage cas Honolulu involving a

former German naval leutenant, Bernard Julius Otto-XKuehn, 39 years old, -

his wife, Friedel, and daughter, Ruth, who, e n Honolulu, were

in contact with the Japanese and who received payments of money from the

Japanese for arranging various signals which consisted of utilizing lights,  :: ‘-

beacon fires, and clothing displayed at prominent positions which could be L,

observed by the Japanese two-man submarines, which signals would indicate  ,

the strength of the United States fleet at Pearl Harbor., It is recalled that on -

November 17, 1941, Kuehn took to the Japanese Consulate a set of 17 signals

which would show the operations of the American fleet, The high command

in Tokyo considered the system too complicated so on December 3, 1941,

Kuehn submitted a new signal plan which met with Japanese approval. The

Kuehns were arrested on December 8, 1941, and at the time of apprehension

Mrs. Kuehn had secreted on her person $5, 000 in $100 bills, She had also

placed in the Uning of her window curtains an additional $2, 000 in $100 bills.

The Japanese had made payments of more than $40, 000 to the Kuebns in a

period of a year and a half. The Kuehns were tried before a military commissici,

in Horolulu charged with espionage in February, 1942, and Kuehn was sentenced

to be executed by a firing squad but the sentence was la commuted to confine«~

ment at hard labor and Kuehn was thereafter incarc in the U,.S, Penitentiary

at Leavenworth, Kansas, Kuehn's wife and daught¢dwere ordered interned in

the United States for the duration of the war “ﬂ‘d re repatriated to Germany in 1945,
e T -has been furnished haaground material on this case, which

was popularly known during the early days of the war as '"The C'a.ae ut the L:lghts

in the Dormer Window, "

\/ WP el 3 a2

I8 OCT 27 1958
EX’ AR ———
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ACTION: The above information is being directed to the attention of

The Nationalities Intelligence Section, (5 7 &?
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Memora~ o 7) EH:
TO MR. TRQ.TTER Ip(-é paTE:  8-3-60 ?32?:“ —

Trotter

¥.C. Sullivan

e :‘ALL%}%JW\% CONTAINED —

0 nll. . l ‘ED
SUBJECT: OTTO KUEEN tREL< ie """"mu\ﬁgi:! Ki;
: ESPI?)NAGE 2 ‘6 MWB

| mm o
Fort Hol R yland, came to Identification Division today.

He said he 1s writing the history of the Otto Kuehn espionage case
for Army training purposes. He said he was looking for the original
transcript of Kuehn's court trial. He was unable to locate it at the
U. S. District Court, Honolulu, Hawaii. He wondered whether the
arrest record of Kuehn would show what court he was tried in.

Kuehn's identification record, FBI #3 143 763, shows he :
was received at U. S. Penitentlary, Leavenworth, Kansas, December 1,
1942, from "Military Commission, Honolulu, Hawaii." I checked Bureau

file on Kuehn and found he was tried before a military tribunal in atl—
Hawaii in 1942, . z ,/"
<o

Pm grateful for the information and said he
would chec my records to try to find the court transcript. I reminded

him Don Whitehead's book, '"The FBI Story,' related some of the details
of the Kuehn case. He said he had a copy of the book at home.

ACTION: A

>
For record. N

' ¢ — P/ z
Bu file 65-1574. - 45,/3 -2
# | %\J ne AUG 121960
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. MA n$ .
TO : Director, FBI (65-1574) pate:  7/25/6 ﬁ:/%
. e Mr. a
. Mr, Tivel

FROM m Honolulu (65-4) Mr. Trotter.
Tele. Room..___
. @ Mias Holniega, .

.Umcr BERNARD JULIUS OTTO xumm, aka. & P& f M‘"ﬂéﬂ—

(ESPIONAGE = J° oo % o000 ot
'-'r' co ¥ ""," :-',-.*."' 4-",‘ ".‘ﬂ- B -—!_ e
E.nclosed is newa iteni 1whi.t':h appeamd 13.; 3fF?EAl/GE
' edition of the "Honolulu S Bulletin" and whiclk Peports Q{:yr'

i,

T

subjest's wife, Mrs, FRIED ow residing-in Germany, ‘
18 instituting a sult against the United States Government in °
amount of $27,000 as "compensation for seiziire and auctioning
of their Hawail property in 1945." It was noted she has
engaged a. washington, D. C., attormey.

o “In 1944 the Office of Inspect.or General, U, S, Army,
.-conducted detailed investigation on basis of allegations made _
by Mrs. KUEHN, then a repatriate to Germany, to the Legation of
Swifzerland and transmitted to the U, S ment of State. -

The disposlitlion of the KUEHN real property 1rx Hawaii
was handled by the Alien Property Custodlian, -




Widow of Mc
Spy Sues

(Indicate page, name ol
newapaper, city and siate,)

Page 1

HONOLULU STAR-
—— BULLETIN

; Honolulu, Hawall
Et.
_ _.__M"' Fﬁ.d‘l _KL «r . O‘I'_lo Eueh.ll...-_--- @ Date: 7/24/62
By JOBN FIEEN o Ndgn: U-star
TIRSCHENREUTH, Germany, July 24 (AP) — Mrs. John Fiehn

William Ewing
BERNARD JULXIUS

t Friedel Kuehn, widow of Nazi spy Otto Kuehn, con-_
OTTO KUEHN

victed by the U.S. for collaborating with the Japaness
Y in laying plans for the sneak attack on Pgul Harbor,

* {s seeking her husband’s vindication. E : kS
g In 1?un2ga military court at Honolulu sentenced Kuehn ,OP QD :j’

7 Character: ESPIONAGE - J
Classification:

Submitting Office: HONOLULU

: 1o death_but the sentence was —ammuted to 50 years

in prison. He*was sent to Ellis Island for deportation
fn 1947, chose to go to Argentina from w}sere h_q'\_ro-'

~turned to Germany in -
- Bernhard Julius in 1856 of cancer
na ospital. was 6L . ‘ ;

Mrs. Kuehn, a broken Woman of 70 living on 2 $30 QY-S
» monsh German cld-age pension, also wants to receive 23N
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"ﬁf 000 from the U.S. guvernment She says, thll is t!'!""‘"-

_money the U.S. Government got from
‘Kuehn's property in, 1048, - '
“My husband was 1 spy that never wu."

auctioning

mies from West Germany's border wlth Communist
Czechoslovakia. ..

Sbe charged that hlgh offlcers of the u.s. vay at
Hawail used Kuebn as a scnpegoat to cover up for what
she called “extreme laxity in prepl.rlng lgl.lnlt ~the
Japanese sneak attack.”

family broke up gs s Yesult of perucutlon by the F. BI
which handled the Kuehn case. -

Her daughter Ruth and son Eberhard l}ve in the
United States. Ruth Kuebn's marrlage with J. Carson

. Moore broke up. She married egain. Son Eberhard'a
.marriage also went oh the roch \he sald.

o (%A

‘FALSELY, ACCUSED'

"1‘L:--‘; :
A <

-

and convicted,” she said. -

rs, Kuehn said another son, Hans Joachim, age 30, :
“ried to commit suicide twice in May this year and’
wss subsequently put in an uylum She il.attemptlnk&
to secure his release. -

“For 10 months after our arrest hy the F.B.I, Hans
Joachim was put in the care of an evil man who taught i
him nasty things. He never recovered from the harm
done him then," Mrs. Kuehn charged, '
" I demand compensation from the U.S. Government
 for ali that has happened to us,” she said, adding that
s Washingion lawyer is handlmg her case. She would
not disclose his name.

~jce,” she said. -. - -

. after, leaving the German Navy.

Kuehn was convicted on charges of having co-oper-
ated with Japanese consular Qlfjficlal‘s at Honolulu im
spying out the position of the U.S. fleet in Pear! Har-
bor. He was ulsp alleged to have arranged a_spectal
signal system from the window of houses at Kalama .
and Lanikaj, apparenuy to dlrecb Japanesé enemy dwq

. bombers. . ] -

a '. el ‘/
‘ALL ROT : ) ‘ R .
He was reporied to bave received at leut $14M0
{rom the Japanese. : 7
““All tot," Mrs, Friedel Kuehn uld 21 yeu;s aiter-
‘wards.
“First of all, we weren't Nuis We lalt Genmny

. because we hated the Hitler dictltorshlp Thlt's why

we went to Hawail,” -
- “My husband resigned his naval comlmsslon under
‘the Nazis. He was an Intelligence officer while in the
- navy but thaf was all over once he bad qu.lt the serv-.

She said her husb‘mds
-Otto Kuehn tried his hand in freelance journalism .

Wi - - Wes

she sald 1n ©
_an interview in this small country town barely five

i3
B

n o7 e ———

“This is all because my husband was falsely acculed ]

E
!E

b

h

E

Mrs. Kuehn, tall, sinewy md ‘chain moki.nz. said herr"

| {amily had beeh weaﬁhyfﬁ'
Kuehn's father was & profpesor of chemistry at Stettin, 1

:’\lt we had too miuch money, Otto rdllyd.idn‘t Baved:
k,* Mra. Kuehn sald. - ;
Tho entire Kuehn family was tlken by -lurprue when’
the Japanese’ |ttacked Peu'l lebor Decmber 'Z. 1941
lhg‘l‘l¢ 1 ?\z-‘u =~ -
“I was standing befors the mirrof - 1n ‘our ~-essing®

“room tombing my hair when the attack came,” she sald;x
- In the mirror, opposite the open window, I siw thl""
planea dive and come up again. They looked lke hor- -
nets buzzing all over the aky. ;

+ “My table radio was. golng full blast. Sudden]y t.be ’
fazz musle program was interrupted. ‘They are pttack- -
. Ing—they aré attacking,’ the announcer cried. The- jlzr. ‘
Jnusic was continued.”
" She sald she thought the Nw was’ carrying a.ut,a
mock attack exercise, -

“I couldn’t believe anyone would play jm whﬂe the
fleet was ripped to pieces while thouunds died ” :

RUSHES HOME - * -~ . ,
Her husband yushed homc. lared lha uld by the -
detonations. He hld taken their youngelt. boy t.o Bu.ndny
school : i
Later that dly. the Kuehns joined in adrmmstering
help at a Red Cross station. She said she gave shelter,
to 12 persons made homeless by the sthck. . 'L
» / ’

SHIPPED TO MAINLAND, -

The next day, the entxra Kuehn dan was taken mto
custody.” , .

“From that day until 1955 1 d1d not see my hushand
again,” she claimed. She and her hushand were sub-
mitted to “third degree" Interrogations by FBIL agent.s
she sajd. - .

T will never forget it. One day, the prison gulrda
arranged a special meal for me and my husband. We
both were in solitary confinement in a Honelulu jail.
They told us this was our last meal and we might as
well enjoy it because we were to be executed the next
morning.”™
 After her hmband‘s secret tnal she was Shlpped to
the U.S. Mainland and kept in internment. In 1944 she
was repatriated to Germany with her gon Hans Joachim,
aboard the Swedish liner Gripsholm, she said.

' She charged that her elder son, Eberhard, was fore- -
i Ibly kept in the United States although under the
. articles of the Geneva Convention, a minpr should no
be separated from his mother.

-y

-.-.-v—-.
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L rote

* . “They even pressed him into the Army and made hu,n%]

- fight in Korea. I haven't seen my son unce those days
in Hawaii,” ahe sajd. '
“i my husband was guilty, why wasn't he executed,” |




¥ she asked. “Why was he Teleased after serving oﬁ!? Tenderiy she stroked twd thick k folders conuinlnl

. five of the 50 years to which he was sentenced? " clippihgs snd hand-written notes by her husbsnd. . -

'\ “While Otto was on Ellis Island awaiting deportation, ~  “He compiled .that material on his case while in
he tried to stay iy tha United States. He failed. 1 ad- . Argentina. He wanted to write a book. He was too .lu;

L vised him to gq te Argentina rather than return to . * {o get down to doing it, though™. - .
G‘“"‘n’ because there are too many Americans around ' Fading photos of her children were on 3 delk in the

ere and ‘they would never have stopped botherlng t 1
t un They didn't want him to tell the true story,” Mrs. f,ﬂ;:;’ﬁf&";‘,ﬁiﬂtt:":gﬂ?" A ?ule kitches sme

Kuehn sald. T :A S ‘ “A Jot of nonsense has been written lbout us Kueluu 4
CRIES FREQUENTLY - ' SR - don't believe it,” she said.

_ She {requently cried whue recountmg her versiop of . .- She said all she wants ‘now is to lnve the Kuehn
: the Kuehn fsmily’s fate. Within two hours, she ,aced family name cleared of the “false char:en" brought
through a pack ot cigarettes wyla\cham lmoklng lnd - against her husband.- *°

“I don't want the money." she nald. “All I h:tend to

coughing. ‘
Pictures of herself and hey hulband ] young hand- do is to recover the money for my children.”
some officer in {he imperis]l German Navy. decorated - She refused to disciose the American addresses of

the walls of her small, two-room apartment in"a lower ' her children because “they’ve suffered enough trom %
yiddle class tenement.. Paint was flaking off the wails. #- bad publicity,” she aaid. "Leave them in peace.”,

Thl,s is fhe building where fhe widow of Oﬁo Kuehn hvu in Tlrschenreuih,

G"maJLnsgr_.thp_thmlnmk_hmd- -
Lk kK *\ * Kk koo ok dkakll

"Kuehn Flushed Posmon of US. Fleet to Japan

‘Otto Kuehn not only sup- | Office of War Information | F.B.]. agents that he was 50 | denies her husband was ever,
.p_hed Japan with informa-. | discicsures made in 1943. - | high in the, Nazi Party that | » spy, 28 sbe sesks :27,000ﬂ

on about the fleet at Pear] | A light in a dormer win. | he was vnce considerad for | compensation for aeizure
r three days before the | dow reportedly transmltted the position of chjef "of the | and auctioning of tbeir Ha-
mbe. 7, 1041, attack, |the vital signals. Germuan Gestapo under Hein- | wall property in 1945. Star-
t he confessed to the FB.L | Kushn, a German, il d;o tich Himmler, e [|Bullotin filag ol the . war -
t he did 0, according te | reported to have boasted to] Today Kuehn's widaw, o



years tell a different story, | The O WA

and his wife were
Apprehendad on December 8,
‘1641, and he was sentenced
15 be shot February 21, 1942,
by & military commission in
Honolultu.‘ R
. Later the sentence was
commuted to 50 years at
hard labor. -

It was not until June of
1943 that details of the secret
4riai were revealed.

According to a Urited

Press report from Washing-
ton at that time, Kuehn con-
fessed to the F.B.I that he
approached Japanese Vice
» Consul Otojiro Okuda some-
.time In November, 1941, and
-offered to assist the Japa-.
hnese in obtaining informa.
tion regarding United States
defenses” ~ "
F  Okuda' reportedly accept-
ed and Kuehn, accompanied
.by his 10-year-old son, Hans
Yoachim, went to Pearl Har-
‘¢or and made observations.

APIGNAL SYSTEM

“A few days later, he went
te the Japaness consulate
and submitted a signal sys
tem which he had worked
out which could be used by
the consulate in furnishing
information regarding num-
ber and types of American
ships in Pearl Harbor, as
well as data about ships that
had already left or were
about t6 leave,™ the Office of
War Information report said.

12

i Yapanese §

Kuehn was purportadly in

officials . shought Kuehn's
original system of signals
too complicated and Okuda,
-according to the F.B.I- re
port, told him to come back’
with a simpler system. -

NUMBER OF SHIPS

| “He (Kuehn) also handed
to Okuda .a written tabula.

The signals included a dis
play of light id the windows
~af houses owned by Kuehn
mnd his wife at Kalama and
Lanikai. The house at Ka- |
‘lama had s dormer window
“In the attic built specifically

or_agnaling purpdses. ‘(Ex-
fact details on who receiveqd
-Ape signals were not reveal.

tion of fhe number and types -
of American shipr then in
Hawaiian waters,” the O.W.L
“The F.B.I. reports thst on
or about October 25, 1841,
$14,000 in cash had been
delivered to Kuehn at his.
residence with the dormer
window by Tasagi Morimura,
ourth secretary of the Japa-
epe consulate, the O.W.L
Isosadd, -
~ Kuehn, who served in the
erman Navy during World
ar 1, had come to Honolulu
n 1935, allegedly to study
he Japanese language..-He
ever went back to QGer:
‘many, but made two trips to

yem- ) ’ ' .
And during his first three
years here, more than §70,-
000 was deposited to his’
credit in a Honolulu bank by
a Rotterdam bank associa-
tlon. e T oo
QPENS BEAUTY SHOP
Despite these deposits,
Kuehn is reported to have
been in financial difficulties
in 1939 and his wife's daugh-
ter opened a besuty shop.

l

s ora e ] T

This was later said to have
.Been opened mainly to ob-

"linking him with spy activl.

Japan during tl}e nen_;our i

The metal furniture business
here, agd the Kuehny enter-
ined frequently and had a
reputation for hospitality.
He was also reportedly a
nightly f{requenter of down-
town bars, where he spent
money lavishly. '
He frequently wrote letters
to Honolulu editory in which
he defended the pro-Nazi

French governme
val.
ehn’s trial was secret,

and first public accusations

nt of Pierr

ties were ‘made in a divorce -
action filed by the husband ,
of Mrs. Kuehn's daughter,l
early in 1943. - }

Among belongings of the °
Kuehns which were auction-
ed off for $14,748 were such
items as antique Chinese ,
screens and vases, fine sil- |
verware, diamonds, pearls, |
Persian and Chinese rugs,
ermine scarves, teakwood !
furniture of every descrip-!

| tign, Leica and Zeiss ¢tam-

eras, motion picture camers, |
daggers, swords and hunting |
knj.\'es- _-l—

tain Navy business.

Mrs. Kuehn went to Japan
in 1940 and reportedly
brought back $18,000 in |
cash, . T
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susject: MRS, FRIEDEL KUEHN, aka, (
MRS, BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEEN
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BACKGROUND:

The Honolulu Office, by letter of 7-25-62, has forwarded a newspaper
clipping from the Honolulu "Star-Bulletin™ of 7-24-62, which reveals that Mrs. Kueh
the widow of Nazi spy Otto Kuehn, is suing the United States Government for $27,000
as "compensation for géizure and auctioning of their Hawaii property in 1945." It wa_
indicated that she engaged a Washington, D, C,, attorney. The newspaper story
about Mrs, Kuehn, who is now residing in Germany, characterizes her as a "broken
woman of 70 living on a $30 a month German old age pension.™ She claims she was
persecuted by the FBI and her husband was convicted of a crime he never committed.

She made o he false accusations about the FBI with respect tothe manner in which he:
family and ere treated after their arrest subsequent to the bombing of Pearl
Harbor on -41, After getting forth Mrs. Kuehn's remarks, the Honolulu "Star-

Bulletin™ newspaper then set forth the more accurate account of the story of Otio J
Kuehn and his family based upon its newspaper files. It described Otto Kuehn's #l
espionage activities prior to the bombing of Pear] Harbor and the fact that he had b
confessed to the FBI some of his relationships with Japanese Government officials. j7c

INFORMATION IN BUFILES:

Z: Bernard Julius Ott@!uehn and his wife Friedel were apprehended by
military authorities in Honolulu o 12-8-41 at which time they were interned as
dangerous enemy aliens.| The Bureau dsveloped evidence of a sufficient nature to
bring charges of espionige against Qtt5 Kuehn, Inasmuch as Hawail was under ¢
law at that time, Kuvehn was tried by military commission, [He was found guilty’apd

t5 AUG 8 19582
£y -_— —
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RE: MRS. FRIEDEL KUEHEN

The allegations contained in Mra. Kuehn's recent statement about the
Bureau were the subject of an investigation by the Office of Inspector General, United
States Army, in 1844, This investigation contained no derogatory information about
t of FBI investigations and inter with Otto Kuehn and his

RECOMMENDATION: 4y

For information, /{(\ / ¥
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SUBJECT: BERNARD JULIUS OT‘I'OQU‘BHN
(TRANSFER OF PRISONER'S MAIL)
/ ESPIONAGE
iy

.,/ Bulky Exhibit File Number: 65-1574-275

We are in the process of reviewing all bulky exhibits in order
that we may dispose of those which serve no further purpose. Inasmuch
ag many of the bulky exhibits pertain to inactive cases and are occupyin
badly needed space, it is requested that the appropriate substantive gl
supervisor review the above-listed bulky exhibit and render a decision
as to its retention or disposition. A notation as to the decision reached

may be placed on this memorandum. The memorandum should be PU‘
returned to the Filing Unit of the Records Branch, Room 1116, Identi- bb
fication Building, for filing in the case file. pTe
RECOMMENDATION:

That captioned bulky exhibit be reviewed and a decision rendered | -

as to the retention or disposition of the material.
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ECT: BERNARD JULIUS onoOrum
ESPIONAGE

Bulky Exhibit File Number: ¢5-1574-299

We are in the process of reviewing all bulky exhibits in o
that we may dispose of those which serve no further purpose. Inasmuch
as many of the bulky exhibits pertain to inactive cases and are occupying
badly needed space, it is requested that the appropriate substantive
supervisor review the above-listed bulky exhibit and render a decision
‘as to its retention or disposition. A notation as to the decision reached
may be placed on this memorandum. The memorandum should be
returned to the Filing Unit of the Records Branch, Room 1116, Identi-
fication Building, for f‘iling In the case file. :

RECOMMENDATION:

T That captioned bulky exhibit be reviewed and a decision rendered
as to the retention or disposition of the material,
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August 18, 1971

In reply to your letter of August 14th, Bernard Julius
Otto Kuehn was deported to Germany in 1948. He died in Germany
in 1956, His wife and daughter were repatriated to Germany on

Jamuary 1, 1945,
i

Sincerely yours,

¢ 5
eI
. ‘-L.‘_.':' = == MALED 21 John Edgar Hoover
82—%5&8 AUG181WN Director
5<% [N —~" fp 1
S g
== NOTK: PBﬁmard Julius ada
E_i_g 3 fT] Otto-XKuehn and his wife were apprehended by military authorities nr—
= = “Honolulu on 12-8-41 at which time they were interned as dangerous ble
=57 enemyaliens. The Bureau developed evidence of a sufficient nature  ,’I¢
. =5 to bring charges of espionage against Otto Kuehn and he was tried by
f <L T Q{ military commission in Hawaii. He was found guilty and was sentenced

to be executed; however, the sentence was subsequently commuted to
50 years imprisonment at hard labor. He was transferred to :
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, on 11-20-42. (65-1574-316)
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Federal Huresu of Investigation

Washington, D. C, August 14, 1971
Dear Sirs

I am about to write for an American magazine LL
an article on Bernard J., 0# Kuehn, who spied

for the Yapanese at Pearl Harbor, was caught on LA
Pearl Harbor Day,and sentenced to 50 years at
hard labor ( see release of Office of War
Information, New York Times, June 15, 1943).
me
Could wmou, please, tell/what became of
him and his family?

Very sincerel

P,S. Until August mail reaches me

at




/‘. ) DMYERSITY OF
‘Ql FLORIDA

Caottege o! Arls and Sciences
Department of History

Seplember 3, 197L

e ates Dapartment of Justice
Faderal Bureau of Investigation " R

Room 4705
10th and Pennsylvaria Averue ‘ . ',
Washington, D. C. 20535 &E&J/r/-_ﬂ JC//M/J 770 /Q/(;'Aj

First thank you for your time last Thursday morning,

In the rush of things to leave D.C. on time, the reminder to telephione b*{c’
you slipped bye. Kindly accept my apology.

Via return mail,

investigations of
relattonship te the henmnedy 31ll row in Sens
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JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32215

TELEPHONE 504-725-7730

) eﬁcost_gf the summaries of
and Qtto s+ Also, thelr
an C - P r-—.nn 4

y
Lgain, thank you for your cendideration, : . ///
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i ' September 12, 1974

Th : to acknowledge your letter of September 3rd
to , of our Freedom of Infor-~
mation AC nit.

s

=8

cz_-jE We have determined that the cost of making the

O 5> ies, consisting of a total of 41 pzges, ©on

= mwd Otto FKuehn available to you would be $20. 1uls includoes

9_3 —= stipulated feesf for searching, processing, and duplication. As

:E% you are aware, a 25 percent deposit of $7.50, payable by check

= =5 ﬁ or monay order to the Treasurer of the United States, is required

= ’ to begin processing. _

;’3‘—’-’7 g P g - _

= = Concerning your inquiry regarding the Kennedy bill now

— ] in conference, the language of exeuption (b} (7} of Title 5, Unigq;‘

jﬁéﬂ States Code, Section 552, has not been agreed upon by the Congrori.:.

< T A Under the current law, the deletions in the summaries will be _
minimal; therefore, we are not in a position to comment wihether N
' or not it would be to your advantage to wait for final Congres- \

! sional action on the bill.

:J If you wish to have us process the summaries, please ‘{
indicate in writing your willingness to pay the fee and enclose\
the required deposit. ﬁﬁ %\

. : !
Aasm. _ MAILED6 . wn.. . -Sincerely yours, . L‘;
.. -, e Sl -
Dwr AD v, _ | . . M. Kelie} o pie
Ast, blr.;h SEP 1 2 1974
Adaia, R AN AN SR I
Comp. Syar. Bl ¢ ¢larence'M. Kelley
o — Director
Gen, Iny, .
Mo, - 1l - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure
Loborstoy o \
;:--l. g —53 (7) SEE NOTE PAGE TWO
€. '"'i'—'—. - ..
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so requested informatlon O tto Kueln, on
puring a visit to the FOIA unit on
g-29-74, he advised the correct spelling was fuehn. Otto Kuehn,
German national residing in Hawaii, was charged and convicted

for esplonage activities in behalf o
prior to the bombing of pearl Harbor (65-1574) .

n O

He had a
whom no record was jocated.

B 3 I . N
PN afm, Fan L.
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