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United States Court of Appeals
FOR THE EIGHTH CIRCUIT

No. 14,799.

Volney Davis, A p peal from .t.»he

Appellant, United States Dis-

V8. trict Court for the

United States of America, District of Minne-
Appellee. sota.

[January 25, 1954.]

Appellant filed brief pro se.

George E. MacKinnon, United States Attorney, and Alex
Dim, Assistant United States Attorney, filed brief for
Appellee. '

Before Jounsen and CorLeT, Circuit Judges, and NorDBYE,
District Judge. ’

CoLLET, Circuit Judge.

Appellant entered a plea of guilty, June 3, 1935, in the
United States District Court for the District of Minnesota,
to an indictment charging that he conspired with others to,
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and did, kidnap }idward George Bremer at St. Paul, Minne-
sota, and transport him into the State of Illinois. Sentence
was deferred until June 7, 1935, at which time he was
sentenced to life imprisomnent by Judge Matthew M. Joyce.
Appellant did not-have counsel. He was thereafter confined
at Alcatraz. In 1940 he sought a writ of habeas corpus in

the Northern District of California upon the ground that

he was deprived of his liberty without having the assist-
" ace of counsel. The writ was denied. In December, 1952,
a  llant filed a motion in the sentencing court of Minne-
sota under Sec. 2255, Title 28, U.S.C.A., for an order vacat-
ing and setting aside his sentence of June 7, 1935. The
grounds of his motion were that he was sentenced without
the advice of counsel, that he did not know of his right to
counsel, did not waive counsel, was led to believe that if he
entered a plea of guilty he would be given a term of years,
that he was not taken before a United States Commissioner,
was not given a copy of his indictment, and was held in-
communicado.

The trial court denied the motion without a hearing,
upon the files and record in the sentencing court and the
rocord in the California habeas corpus proceedings. The
~—+*t found, in & memorandum opinion, that appellant was
fu.  apprised of his constitutional right to counsel and
freely and intelligently waived his right to counsel; that
there was no support for his claim that he would be given a
term of years if he entered a plea of guilty; that since ap-
pellant was arrested pursuant to a grand jury indictment,
there was no necessity that he be taken hefore a United
States Commissioner; that the indictment was read to him
before he entered his plea of guilty ; and that lic was not
held incommunicado prior to his trial.

The record hefore us discloses the denial in the habeas
corpus proceedings of appellant’s claim that he did not

8

waive the benefit of counsel, and several affidavits which
purport to be at least part of the evidence in the District
Court of California in that proceeding. That evidence in
the habeas corpus proceeding supports the trial court’s
conclusion that appellant was apprised of his right to coun-
sel, waived counsel, and was not misled or mistreated.

Accompanying the filing of the motion to set aside the
sentence was a petition for a writ of habeas corpus ad
testificandum for appellant’s presence at the hearing on
the motion. That petition was not granted, appellant was
not present at the hearing on the motion and had no oppor-
tunity to offer testimnony in support of his motion. The
procedure was, as heretofore indicated, under Sec. 2255 of

the Judicial Code. 28 U.S.C. (Supp. IV) Sec. 2255, 28
U.S.C.A. Sce. 2255. By express provision of See. 2255 the

motions under that scction, such as this one, may be de-
termined without requiring the production of the movant
prisoner'. It is equally clear from the Supreme Court’s
opinion in United States v. Hayman, 342 U.S. 205, 223,
that—¢‘‘whether the prisoner should be produced depends
upon the issues raised by the particular case.”

In the Hayman case the dominant issue was whether the
movant ‘‘enjoyed the effective assistance of counsel guar-
anteed defendants in federal courts by the Sixth Amend-
ment.”’ Specifically, in that case the movant alleged that a
principal witness against him at his trial, and a defendant
in a related case, was represented by the same lawyer as
movant, that he was not told of the dual representation and
had no way of discovering the conflict until after the trial
was over. It appeared from court records that the witness
entered a plea of guilty in the related case and did testify
against movant. Since such a conflict of interest might have

1“A court may entertain and determine such motion without requiring
the production of the prisoner at the hearing.”
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prejudiced movant, the trial court and the Court of Appeals
found that the allegation warranted a hearing under the
pertinent provision of Sec. 2255 that:—

“‘Unless the motion and the files and records of the case
conclusively show that the prisoner is entitled to no relief,
the court shall * * * grant a prompt hearing * * *, determine

the issues and make findings of fact and conclusions of law

with respect thereto.’’

T the Hayman case the hearing was ex parte, the trial
co found that movant’s counsel had represented both
parties with the knowledge and consent and at the instance
and request of movant, and denied the motion to vacate the
sentence. The Supreme Court did not reconsider the con-
current finding of the trial court and the Court of Appeals
that the motion raised substantial issues of fact calling for
an inquiry into their verity, but proceeding to the question
of the propriety of the hearing being ex parte, held that
under the circumstances of that case, in view of the nature
of the issue raised, the hearing on the motion should not
have been ex parte and that movant should have had an
opportunity to be present.

Tn the present case the motion was denied without a
» _+~~1 hearing upon the ground that the files and records
of 1. . case conclusively showed that the prisoner was not
entitled to relief.

Several of the grounds of the motion were ohviously
susceptible of determination from the files and records of
the case. The date of the arraignment and plea, as shown
by the records and the motion, demonstrated that at that
time there was no requirement that appellant be furnished
with a copy of the indlictment. Cuckovich v. United States,
170 F.2d 89. The files and records of the case also showing
that appellant was arrested under a warrant pursuant to
a grand jury indictment, it conclusively appeared there-

§

from that it was not necessary that he be taken before a
United States Commissioner. And the complaint that ap-
pellant was held incommunicado may, under the ecircum-
stances of this case, be treated as incidental to his claim
that he did not know of his right to counsel and did not
waive that right. It need not therefore be given separate
consideration.

Did the allegations that appellant did not know of his
constitutional rights to counsel, and, not knowing of those
rights, did not waive them by voluntarily entering his plea
of guilty without the benefit of the advice of counsel, ‘‘raise
substantial issues of fact calling for an inquiry into their
verity’’? United States v. Haymam, 342 U.S. 203, 210. How-
ever convincing an ex parte showing might be that the al-
legations were without merit in fact, if appellant has been
denied an opportunity to be heard on such an issue he ‘‘has
lost something indispensable’’. United States v. Hayman,
supra. That the allegation of lack of knowledge of his con-
stitutional right to counsel, that he was not apprised of that
right, and not knowing of the right did not waive it, is such
a substantial issue as to require an inquiry into the validity
of the claimed deprivation is not open to serious question.
Walker v. Johnston, 312 U.S. 275 ; United States v. Hayman,
supra; Mothershead v. King, 112 F.2d 1004. Therefore,
unless, as Sec. 2255 provides, ‘‘the motion and the files and
records of the case conclusively show’’ the prisoner is en-
titled to no relief, he has been denied an indispensable op-
portunity to be heard. What files and records?

It appears from the trial court’s memorandum in this
casc that these same issues were presented in the Cali-
fornia habeas corpus proceedings. The entire record of
those proceedings does not appear from this record to have
heen before the trial court. ’ursuant to our order that the
clerk of tlie District Court submit the original files in the
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i8¢ to this court, we have before us, as a part of those
les, the certificate of the United States District Court for
i¢ Northern District of California denying appellant’s
otition to appeal in forma pauperis from the denial of his
pplication for habeas corpus. In that certificate the issues
wvolved in the habeas corpus proceeding are referred to
3 follows:

The petitioner was sentenced to life imprisonment upon
is n of guilty to a violation of 18 U.S.C.A. 408A. He
aseu 3 application for a writ of habeas corpus upon the
round that ‘he was deprived of his liberty without having
1e assistance of counsel in his behalf.’

The records of the case disclose that the petitioner in-
lligently waived the right to counsel.”’ :
gain, what records? We have before us the record in the
dnapping case in Minnesota, where the arraignment, plea
id sentence took place. That record is silent on the ques-
m of appellant’s knowledge of his rights and waiver of
ose rights.? Hence the record in the sentencing court
nld not have been the ‘‘record’’ referred to in the habeas
rpus proceeding. The only other record of the habeas
rpus proceedings certified to us by the clerk of the Dis-
et © rt consists of copies of a number of ex parte affi-
vits™ ‘ch purport to have been filed in the habeas corpus
yeceedings. These affidavits relate to all of appellant’s
ee remaining issues now under consideration, to wit,
t he did not know his constitutional right to counsel,
t he did not waive that right, and that he was led to
ieve he would be given a term of years if he entered a
1 of guilty. Those affidavits, as heretofore indicated,
nish ample justification for the conclusion that those
gations or claims are without merit. But, again, they

he record shows:  “Upon being questioned by the Court said defendant
1 that he did not desire the advice of counsel and entered a plea of not
+ of the charge in the indictment.”

7

appear, insolar as the record before us shows, to have been
ex parte, in an ex parte habeas corpus proceeding. We
might indulge the presumption that the habeas corpus hear-
ing was not ex. parte if it were not for the fact that, as
stated in Walker v. Johnston, 312 U.S. 275, 284, 285, the
practice in the Ninth Circuit prior to the decision of Walk-
er v. Johnston, February 10, 1941, had been to adjudicate
the right to writs of habeas corpus upon the allegations of
the petition and traverse, the return, and ex parte affidavits,
without the taking of testimony. But we also cannot con-
clusively assume that the practice followed generally in
the Ninth Circuit was followed in this particular habeas
corpus procecding, although appellant asserts in his brief
that it was. lHence, the best we can make out of the record
before us is that it appears that appellant nowhere along
the line has had an opportunity to he heard on these issues,
one or more of which are substantial, could not be de-
termined from the motion and the files and records in the
case, and hence should be determined on other than ex
parte affidavits. Walker v. Johnston, supra; United States
v. Hayman, supra.

If these issues have been heard and determined in the
habeas corpus proceeding in the manner required by Walk-
er v. Johnston, and the files and records of that proceeding
demonstrating that fact are before the trial court in this
See. 2255 proceeding, the trial court could treat the record
of the habeas corpus proccedings as part of the ‘‘files and
records of the case’ within the meaning of See. 2255 and
deny the motion without a hearing on the ground that the
“files and records’ *‘conclusively’’ show appellant was
entitled to no relief. Collins v. United States, 206 F.2d 918.
But thie record before us does not present that situation.
Walker v. Johnston and United States v. Hayman require
that the opportunity for such a learing must be given



somewhere when the motion presents ‘‘substantial issues of
fact’’ not determinable trom the motion, files and records,
“and calling for an inquiry into their verity.”” United
States v. Hayman; supra.

We are not unmindful of the fact, as shown by the rec-
—.ord, that Judge Joyce, who deternined the present Sce.
") proceeding, was also the sentencing court in 1935 and
Li.at in his memorandum opinion denying the present mo-
tion he states:

“The record conclusively shows, and corroborates my own
recollection in this regard, that the petitioner was fully
apprised of his right to have counsel and freely and in-
telligently waived his right thereto.’’ (Italics ours)

That the record referred to by the trial court is not such a
record as that contemplated by Sec. 2255 has been demon-
strated. It possibly would appear to be a comparatively
uscless expenditure of time and money to hold a hearing
for the purpose of giving a convicted person an oppor-
‘unity to convince the trial judge that the judge’s recollec-
“—-" m of the events which transpired in an important case
such as this, the details of which he would more vividly re-
member, was faulty and that the convieted person’s own
recollection was more accurate. But if, as is evident from
the authorities cited, the prisoner has a right to at least
one chance to correct what he believes has been a depriva-
tion of his constitutional rights by showing that the memory
of lay witnesses is not as accurate as his own, there is no
good reason why he should not have the same opportanity
to correct what he believes to be a faulty recollection of the
judge. While the latter may appear more difficult to the
prisoner, it certainly is more important to him that he
have the opportunity. And if practiealities be a considera-
tion, fair and open-minded judges like Judge Joyee have

e R
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no more hesitancy in changing their minds, as judges or
as witnesses,® when convinced they are in error than they
have in following their judgment or recollection when con-
vinced it is correct. The ‘‘tradition of judicial proceed-
ings’’ defined by Chief Justice Hughes in Morgan v. United
States, 298 U.S. 468, 480, of which we are recently reminded
by Chief Justice Vinson in United States v. Hayman, 342
U.S. 205, 220, requires that appellant have the opportunity.

Observation and experience compel the conclusion that in
many instances allegations such as those now under con-
sideration are not honestly made and constitute barefaced
perjury. In many other instances lapse of time and wish-
ful thinking ripen into a conviction that events were as
alleged, when in fact they were not. But however onerous
the burden may be, the protection of the rights of persons
in the comparatively few meritorious cases requires the
careful adherence to our traditions of judicial proceedings
in all eases, in order that the few may be discovered. And
while in many instances the penalty for willful perjury
would be ineffective, and in many others inappropriate, its
application under proper circumstances will further the
cuds of justice in several ways.

The cause must be and is reversed and remanded for
further proceedings not inconsistent herewith.

A true copy.
Attest:

Clerk, U. S. Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit.

8See Montgomery ct al. v, United States, 134 F.2d 1; Montgomery et al.
v. United States, 165 F.2d 196.






Corfesced Kinaper
Wins Hearing in
Fight for Freedom

A confessed kidnaper serving!
a life sentence st Alcatraz, who:
for almost 20 years has been :
as his own attorney in &
tight for freedom yesterday won -
a hearing that may lead to his.

liberation. . :
The kidnaper, Volney Davis,
was sentenced for his part. in
the kidnaping of Edward G.
Bremer, a St. Paul, Minn,, bank-"
er, in 1934, Bremer was rele
unharmed after payment of -
$200,000 ransom.

Yesterday the United States
Court of Appeals here ruled

Davis was entitled to a court

1hearing on his claim that his
4 sentence should be set aside be-

cause he pleaded guilty without

the knowledge that he had the
constitutional right to have the:
advice and counsel of an at-t
torney.

Davis, who began serving his

life term in 1635, first sought

his fredom, acting as his own

sttorney, in 1840, when he filed

for a writ of habeas corpus in

Federal Court in California. This

was denied. He tried again in

1952, filing his motion for a hear- |
ing in Federal Court in St. Paul.|.
Here again he was defeated, but |
on the appeal, ruled on here

yesterday, the St. Paul court will

now have to give him a hesaring

/574 /53¢

w uld lead to

ST. LOUIS GLOBE-DEMOCRAT

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI
JANUARY 26, 1954
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Transmit the following Teletype message to:

FBI, MINNEAPOLIS 2-9-5) . J) Q

p DIRECTOR, FBI (7-576) AIR TEL
iBREKID. RE MINNEAPOLIS AIR TEL TO DIRECTOR FEBRUARY
5, 1954. ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY ALEX DIM
ADVISED THAT APPROVAL RECELVED FROM DEPARTMENT FOR
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, ST. PAUL, TO PROCEED
WITH HEARING AT ST. PAUL FOR VOLNEY DAVIS. MR. DIM
STATED THAT ON FEBRUARY 15, 1954, HE WILL ASK JUDGE

MATTHEW M. JOYCE TO ISSUE A COURT ORDER SETTING A
DATE DURING WEEK OF FEBRUARY 23 FOR HEARING FOR DAVIS
FOR PURPOSE OF DETERMINING VOLNEY DAVIS' WISHES AND
WHETHER HE DESIRES THE COURT TO APPOINT AN ATTORNEY
TO REPRESENT HIM. MR. DIM ADVISED FURTHER THAT HE
ANTICIPATES CALLING THE GOVERNMENT'S WITNESSES AT A
HEARING Wi ICH HE WILL RECOMMEND FOR WEEK OF MARCH

10, 1954. BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS.

SF:GAM
7-30

Jo ...+, Special ent in Charge
Cu &3O iy : &
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SV OK FBI SV FLN

| Mr. Bm-be ¢
AT Clegg
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FEF, MINNEAPOLIS ~  2/18/54 .. 3-30 PM .. ... . MJA
IRECTOR, FBI AND SAc-s"éﬁiéAéo, KANSAS CITY, MIAMI, NEW Y

OMAHA, PHILADELPHIA, ST, LOUIS, SAN ANTONIO, SAN DIEGO, :
SAN FRANCISCO, SAVANNAH, AND CINCINNATI =~ v n'c_s NT

BREKID, RE BUREAU FILE 'SEVEN . DASH FIVE SEVEN SIX. RE )
BUAIRTELS TO MP FEB. NINE AND SEVENTEEN LAST. THREE COPIES

./ff\\

OF REPORT OF SA s:cunn FLAATA SUBMITTED TO BUREAU AIRMAIL v
“FEB., TVELVE LAST, AUSA ALEX DIM ADVISED TODAY COURT ORDER SIGNED ﬁ&
JUDGE MATTHEW M. JOYCE TODAY TO HAVE yOLNEY DAVIS BROUGHT FROM

U. SM PENIIEsTiARY, L;Avruuoaru‘ro ST. PAUL FOR HEARING ON FEB. TWENTY-
SIX NEXT., DIM STATED JUDGE GUNNAR Nonbafz VILL PRESIDE AT HEARING TO

WHICH DAVIS IS‘BEING BROUGHT FOR PURPOSE OF APPOINTING AN ATTORNEY

p——— el

FOR DAVIS. DIM REQUESTED THAT RESULTS OF ALLL INTERVIEWS WITH WITNESSES
BE‘FURNISHED TO HIM Bf FEB. TWENTYSIX NEXT IN ORDER THAT PLANS BE

COMPLETED FOR SUBPOENA OF HECESSARY WITNESSES FOR LATER HEARING, FOR

THE INFO OF ALL OFFICES RE  BUREAU AIRTEL TO MP FEB. NINE LAST INSTRUCTE
THAT BEFORE ANY FORMER SPECIAL AGENTS ARE SUBPOENAED, CL ARAHCE . :
SHOULD BE OBTAINED FROM THE BUREAU, | | |

‘. - "HOWARD

T FNYNITY-

END AND ACK IN OR PLS
WA  4-33 PM OK FBI 'A JC

~
e L TR

MM OKFBI WM ECE T
NY OK FBI NYCDW ' .

S S

PH OK FBI PH MLC = %

Cl OK FBI CICS ;,;/b-?
"E OTHER org;CES'BEEN ADVISED

‘5302;)3951&7 5. ‘o Br: .ADVLSEO

N‘ DI,‘ M"' “‘a.‘




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

CINCINNATI

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

DATE WHEN
MADE

2/18/54

REPORT MADIE BY

E. E. KUHNEL

CHARACTER OF CASE _ . __

IC[DNAPIE}

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE

2/17/54

ALVIN"KKRPIS was. (decwased); ARTHUR R. BARKER,’
was., (deceased); VOLNEY DAVIS, was., BT AL; |

REPORT MADE AT

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

EDAARD GEORGE BREHER VICTI!

= y *

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS .

SA E. E. KUHNEL in signed statanent states his contact uith DAVIS was
limited to trip from Chicago to Minneapolis 6/2 and 3/35. During . . °
that time DAVIS was never restrained with anything beyond handcuffs -
" and leg irons. DAVIS' attitude throughout the entire trip was jovial -
and friendly, registering no complaint whatsoever concerning his . -
treatment while in custody, neither did he indicate that he had ever
had any desire since being in custody to contact any attorney or anyone
" else, DAVIS! attitude was entirely one of resignation, expecting to
plead guilty and fully satisfied that he would receive a life sentence.
Nothing expressed at any time indicating he held any hope for any
lesser sentence or had ever discussed his possmle sentence with any
Agent while in custody. R . . el

N . .
: AR R N '

a4t .

- L Ee Ty

-Ruc-

DETAIIS

‘ Set for'l'h belov is the signed statenent of SA E. E. KUHNEL,
" the original of which is being forsarded to the cincinnati ofﬁce.

' "San Antonio » Texaa .
February 17, 195&.

.

7 £

-

nT, ERNEST E. KUHNEL make the follovd.ng volurta.ry statement tog
Special Agent in Charge Horton P, Chiles, Federal Bureau of Investigation.
I have been a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation since Lo
May 23, 1934e I am 80 employed at the present tine, residing in .

~ Sen An'aonio, ‘I‘exal. Rt @
v
APPROVED AND U s-u:uu.uur
FORWARDED:

COPIES OF THIS REPORT

" 3 Bureau (7-576) (AIR

f”ﬁTTJAL REPOIT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU%& THE FB! AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF

Fy pt ¥
AGENCY TO wmca h

-b— U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1$2—O-210616 16—50255-3

r



SA 7-41

"In June 1935 I was employed in the same capacity and assigned to
-.the. Chicage office. .In such capacity I participated along with other Agentl
“4in the remyval of VOLNEY DAVIS from the Chicago Office to the Airport and .
‘ thence on & flight to Hinnea.polis, Minhesota ' on the afternoon of June 2, 1935.~
" 'We, landed at the Minneapolis Airport at ebout 5 a.m. on the Toming of June 3
t‘;hich time VOLNEI MVIS wasi.turned over to Speciil.‘ lgents of ihe S¢. Paul §
off Cos. : : 5

S "Prior toeasshting in thei{‘removal of DAVIS I had not participated.._»: 3
in any of the questioning of DAVIS during the time he was 1n custody in Chicago.
My first contact with him was imediately ‘prior to his removal from the FBI g o
* office to the Airport, For this reason I have no in.fomation‘conceming any

N activity involving DAVIS prior to that tima.fz R R

"L o "At. the tim DAVIS vas movod fnon the ofﬁ.ce to the airport he uas
restrained with handcuffs and 1ég irons,  Neither then nor at any time that:
' -* I'vas in his compeny did I hear him make any complaint congerning the ,: -
3 _ restraining devices that were then in use, nof did he even comment, conceming
: aqy restraining devices used on hin dur:l.ng the timo t.hat he was 1n custod,y R j

.32;'_.‘;".}_@“--;; 5 e plane took off tmn the Chicago airporb 1med1ate1y after TR
we had boarded it, Our first stop was at the airport at iiadison, Wisconsin,
which as I recall, was to take on additional gasoline. Our departure, however,
was delayed at iadison until approximately 3 a.m. on the moming of June 3 du.r
to inclement weather, During this period several attempts were made to take ~--—
off, however , the wea.ther was such t}Bt we were forced to immedi.atoly land @
) _ again. R T :"'w = r AL L < "’ :
s \"Hhile enrou‘.o fmm Chicago to. M:Lnneapolia » DA.VI.: ta.lked freely vith
S me and the other Agenté accompanying him. He appeared at all times to be in -
“:7 a jovial mood and voluntarily discussed his past activities. I particularly
recall that he related a number of incidents concerning another occasion when
. he was in custody of Bureau Agents several years before and comented upon
his good treatment at their hands at that time. ‘At no time did- VOLNEY DAVIS.

;. manifest by a single woxjd any animoaity or 111 feeling toward any Agents with

> that he oxpected to plead guxlty to: the charges awaiting him 4in'St, Paul. He:

stated that in his opinion 1t would be useless for him to fight. the,cazle,

oo

. 'As I remember, DHIS oomente g "'I know what I dll get. Tt wlll
be life.® DAVIS went on to say ‘that he was sure that he would be sent to the - - -
United Stztes Penitentiary at Alcatraz to serve his life sentgnce. He stated
that he dreaded such a sentence and in fact preferred death. He explained
this statement'by Wolunteering that he had served part of a life sentence some
years previously in the State lenitentiary at McAlester, Oklahoma for

-2-



SA 7-41

"having killed a Night Watchman. According to DAVIS, from that experience
he felt sure that he knew what would be in store form him in the serving of
another life sentence.

e G Bt e i o g g

PRt AR S TR, FEPRS 7 0

A ' "Despit.e VOLNEY IMVIS'S statements on that occasion cohcerning “his
certainty of the imposition of a 1ife sentence, he at no time in any of his

~ remarks indicated the slightest desire to contest the case. At no time did .
he indicate in any way that he had any desire to contact an attorney, that:: o

he had previously reguested permission to contact, an attomey, or anyone else
. or had _even desired %o use a t.ele;hone to contact enyone ; ST

é..._‘.r. i ,,. .

T l'DAVZI‘.S'S attitude throudnout this period when this matter \ms .
discussed ‘was consistently one of being resigned to pleading guilty and -
. receiving a life sentence,. At no time did DAVIS mention anything in his -
conversation which would indicate that he had had any previous discussion
with any Agent of the FBI or anyone else concerning his plea or the sentence . ~
that he expected to receive., His Belief that he would receive a life sentence
appeared to be based upon the sentences already received by other persone

who had also been charged with this offense. jg;, - 'k A ‘sf *

-v‘— ! ».,_“' “a - ‘»n ’

_ o "I lnve read f:lrle statement consisting of this and one other page
. and to the best of u knowledge end belief it. is true and correct. .
/s/ WERNAST E. mmm.

C I

"Nit.ness:
R ol S rad - il e

anmo F. DRE!ER, Spl., Agt., m, San An'oonio.

.- o - L ;\/ .

EINC INURE:
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"LEADS:

Two ’coples of th:la report. are 'being furmahed the Minne:
inasmuch as that ofﬁ.ce has i.nvestigation pending rin that Division.

s
i




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIS GASE ORIGINATER AT CTLICTMIVATI

.| REPORTMADEAT . ..., .n, ... f nmtvml:u ., PERIOD FOR WHICH MADK )..nmm'nuuu T
KANSAS CITY . NSRS 2/19/51; 2/10,17/5h mm.nm w0 Hwams

R P ]

e :
ALVIN KARFIS, was,- (deeea-eed-), AR']HUR Re BARKER,
N |was, (deceased); VOLNEY DAVIS, was., et al e

) ED"{ARD GEORGE BREMER—VICTIM -

'SYNOPSsISOF FACTS: - ‘j ‘

s

* VOLNEY DAVIS has detainer at U. S. Penitentiary," Leavenm-th,:' Ks.

from State Penitentiary, McAlester, Okla., charging escape-life =~ =% '
sentence for murder. DAVIS! article entitled "Trial and Error" ,' S

published in pnson publicat.ion in summer of 1953. N o

Foio -RUC-
E ) :

AT IEAVE‘WDRTHL KANSAS: Dol

" DETATIS: | S . |
C. Fo ZAPTE?, Record Clerk, U. S. Penltentlary, Leavenavorth
Kansas, advised that VOILNEY DAVIS, inmate # L7101, is a prisoner at
that institution, and that a detainer was received by the prison on

June 27, 1953 from the State Penitentiary, Mcilester, Oklahoma for
DAVIS. He said tIB detan.ner charges "escape-hfe sentence for murder.®

L Mre ZARTER sa:.d that. the prlsonars at this pnson publish
a magaz:.ne called "The New Era%,  He said the Summer-1953-edition
contains an article on Page 6 by VOLNEY DAVIS, entitled "Trial and
Error¥®. Mr. ZAR']ER furnlshed two copies of th:Ls publlcatlon. T LF

’CLOSURES: TO THE lﬂNNEAPOLIS OFFICE: -

,-':" ot

ey e

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

‘ES DESTROYED

7./,.J

= 7%~ 75 32 5
lﬁé MAR 26 1idus 7

343ureau

/
576 [/WT "F/'_.__ _

FEB 31954

—Llinneapollsﬁ 2, Ste. Paul)
| (Jacl.2) (7-30)
l‘ [b.l‘ I 7-143) A

8Y THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE Of

22=C qegi . - 4
1-1\$;ity(7-37) SR
PROPERTY or@a— IS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO Yol

AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED,

. 5. COVERNNENY PRINTING OPFICE  10—30255-9
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CNA‘:EIORIGINATE AT CINCINNATI
REPORT MADE AT OATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE | REPORT MADK BY
St. Louis, Missourl 2-18-5 2-16 thru 18-54 | ROBERT J. AHSENS rms
{gﬁVINW' was. (deceased) ; Eii;ﬁ;;jb“:u4..“§“; - oy -
_BARKER, was. (deceas ; VOLNEY DAVIS, was.,;'fV;aﬂﬁi’-i‘*

BT AL; EDMARD GEOR

IER VICTIH

SYNOPSISOFFACT" '

"of counsel was discussed

cerning the petition for
December D 1952.A

‘ DETAn_s: At St Loun.e, M:I.esouri

JOHN E. BRENNAN former Special Agent, reafflnmed all facts set out in f;

his affidavit h—lS-kO concerning VOLNEY DAVIS. . Stated that the subject -
‘with VOLNEY DAVIS and DAVIS was never informed . °
by him, BRENNAN, nor by anyone else in BRENNAN's presence that a plea
of gullty would result in a reduced sentence.

: " on Februa.ry 17 and 18 1951. JOHN E, BRENNAN fonnerly an agent “
of the Federal Bureau of Investlgation for over twenty years and presently
residing at 4410 Dresden Avenue, St, Louis, Missouri was interviewed con-

writ of habeas corpus filed by VOLNEY DAVIS on

R i R SRR T B ol e . e . e

_ BRENNAN carefully reviewed the sworn aff1dav1t whlch he made
April 15, 1940 at St., Louis concerning a previous petition by DAVIS. He’
also reviewed the allegations set out in the petition of DAVIS dated -
December 5, 1952, BRENNAN reaffirmed all the facts which were set out -

in his affidavit of April 15, 1940 and advised in addition that the subject
of counsel was discussed with VOLNEY DAVIS and that DAVIS had preferred to

use such funds as he had available for use of his mother rather than "waste"

is set out as followsnt

LA Al

it on attorney's fees: BRENNAN also stated that VOLNEY DAVIS was never.
informed by him, BRENNAN, nor by anyone else in BRENNAN's presence that
a plea of guilty would possibly result in.a reduced sentence rather than . .
life imprisonment, - BRENNAN gave a.eiqceq*etatement to thie effect which

v.4f C

o £m_ Vv H'“.. 3

AT "

2 - Cincinnati (7-43) =
3 - Minneapolis (7-3
1

3 - Bureat (7%mi é‘

FEB 23 l9_59

cl.-l) (maPL

h&ﬁﬁis (g 'l“-Jééi%E%;/6nafru¢aézg%425 !;:’ éi e

PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND.[TS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI'AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF

AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED.

Qo

¥. 5. GOVERNNENY PRINTING CPFICS  16—80355-8



SL 7-43 "February 18, 1954
St. Louis, Missouri

"I, John E., Brennan, make the following signed

statement voluntarily to Robert J. Ahsens, Special Agent,

- Federal Bureau of Investigation, concerning the petition
of Volney Davis deted December 5, 1952.

S N 3 ‘have been a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau R A
of Investlgation, U. S. Department of Justice, ‘for over. .- SoL :
twenty years, and' I am presently retlred from that organi-"

{7an;"zatlon, residlng at hhlo Dresden, St. Louls, Missouri.g;.;

S
PR -!‘.

A ‘i", "I have carefully read the affidavit made by'me'».~
R April 15, 1940 concerning Volney Davis, and I have. read Davis! s
IR petltlon dated December 5, 1952 for release on habeas corpus.,

R R ey

o ‘°7"1““ . 'I reaffinm all facts wﬁlch were® set out in ny affi-
davit on April 15, 1940 concerning this matter, and of inde-. ! -
° pendent recollection recalled these facts prior to readlng

‘this aff1dav1t e RS iul’v v;'_-

2 e Ll oo 3 _" B

W "In addltlon to the 1nfonnation set out in thls :

. affidavit, I reiterate that the subject of counsel was dis- # .-
cussed with Volney Davis, and he preferred to use such funds *
as he had available for use of his mother rather than 'waste' -
it on attorney's fees. As set out in this affidavit, he was.
advised fully as to his right to counsel.

"Volney Davis was never informed by me nor by anyone
else in my presence that a plea of guilty would possibly resurt
in a reduced sentence rather than life 1mprlsonment

. . u."The above statement has been read by me, and it is .
true to the best of my knowledge and recollectlon. '

L ’

o o ﬁf*;; :f f‘~ ”/s/ John E, Brennan *54~%f‘3 e

© . "Witnesses: .. SN
. "Robert J, Ahsens, Spec. Agent, F B I.’ '
st Louis, Moo e .

- o It 1s to be noted that BRENNAN, priorto. reviewing nis’ BRI
affidavit of April 15, 1940 and the allegations set out in DAVIS's- T
7,petit10n dated December 5, 1952 recollected independently the facts , -
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in this matter, his activities in connection with DAVIS, a.nd state-
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TTKRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
L« TATES IEPARTMENT OF JUS™ . 4

- es ws == s N

To: COMMUNICATIONs .  .N.FBBRUARY 18, 1954 —-RTEL

Transmit the followi e e to:
ng Message *'sac, CINCINNATI (7-13)(MAIL)

MINNEAPOLIS (7-30)(AIR MAIL)
CHICAGO (7-82 (AIR MAIL)
- KANSAS CITY (7-37)(AIR MAIL)
MIAMI (7- Y(AIRK MAIL)
NEW YORK (;(120)(1&11,)

B 277+ OMAHA (7-1;) (AIR MAIL)

g mILADELPau {MAIL)

) SP. LOUIS (7-11.3)(AIR mn.)
IV SAN ANTONIO (AIR mn.)

S8AN DIEGO (AIR MAIL) ¥ *
SAN FRANCISCO g7-33)(am mn.) o

| é{\ i : fei _SAVANNAH (MAIL

BREKID.“ Bmmr sa smum) FLMTA DATED FBRUARY 12, 1951,, n g ##
HINNEAPOLIS. n.x. om?xcas EXPBDITR nm;suemxon AND smr ro
nmcn THE BURZAU o uma 'rm FEBRUARY 26, e e

.J\»

N tar-

MR A : K
5 S . ER
~ , CEe T oo
- - . D ¢

. LA .
<0 - ~ L it o T
e e e
N Sl TR .
- R

: MTCteck . S %
A B Lo o il T $ ot .
3 N _ . .. » ,‘ 4 - L = L BN . ,", ‘
A | BERY 4 FA":" L IR BRI R \_4',

_— | maeots |-
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SENT VIA : M Per
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Mz, Toison_—

Mr. Nictvls —

- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FBI/ KANSLS CITY 2/19/54 '~ AIRTEL-A

D{RECTCR, FBI
@ REREP SA SIGURD FLAATA, MPLS., 2/12/5h. C. F. ZARTER,
CIEFK, USP, LEAVENWCRTH, KANSAS, SAID USM WOUID REMOVE VCLXEY DAVIS TO

:( ST, PAUL, MIWN. ON 2/2L/Sk. WZ

W.H:JBM

7-37

lcc- Minneapolis (7-30)
lce- Cincinnati (7-L3)

et 7f— 1533

"ECORDEy  gyFEB 20 1954
| T % | ﬁﬂﬁ/,, o
5 5FEB 26\95% ] e
230 Approved: 7 , Sont .

Special/Agent in Charge



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CTNCT\INAT I
RIPOli;' MADE AT DAT:A\;:EN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
H{ILADELHiIL | ¥366| 2/19/58 ROBERT E. CULLISON (kcc)

™) IVIN K KARPIS, was. (d'aceusod) 3 ARTHUR Ro.~ - .
BARKER, was. (deceased); VOLNEY DAVIS, '88.3
ET AL; EDWARD GECRGE EREMER ~ VICTIM B S

svnopsnsornc'rs. BRI SO

_ MAXWELL GHAFFETZ, 6635 nccallun Streerb, Phlladelphia, Pa., fomer Special £
Agent of Federal Burean of Investigation, was interviewed and furnished ~ §+°
signed statement setting forth his recollection concerning the apprehension,
interrogation and treatment afforded VOINEY DAVIS, who was arrested in

© Chicago, m., on 6/1/35, 1n connection with t.he ld.dnaping of mm GEORGE
C BREI&. <. T . A -

DETATLSs At Philadelphia, Pas . /. - T

On February 19, 1954, MAXWELL CHAFFETZ, 6635 McCallum Street, a
former Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, was interviewed
for the purpose of obtaining the facts and circumstances surrounding the -
arrest, interrogation and treatment afforded VOINEY DAVIS during the time/,
the latter was in the custody of the chicago Office. CHAFFETZ furnished
the follouing eigned stat.ements , S I

_5-', = "i‘""'i-;-_ } S A "Phila.delpbia, Pa. -

L S ‘February 19, 195k

[PCIRNR R

; ®I, MAXWELL CHAFFETZ, presently residing at 6635 . .

~ McCallum Street, Philadelphia 19, Pa., make the following "
statement to Special Agent ROBERT E. CULLISON covering my

.. - 7 recollection of the sppreh ion and subsequent questiomn- . :
B ing of VOLNEY mvxs. ;\5 A N o

- E . A - ;,’.~. Tan r v ST e ey
T o = ¥
A:?omv::mnnp. = % .ﬁm R DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

é 71524 wgazﬁm

i PP
_.’.-' e, .

@amﬁ":&‘z}‘”

~Cincimnati (7-U3 T P " ' 1,\ -
3-ulnneapolis~ (7 Air Mail _ 2% 1954, P\
X (1-USA,. Ste h5) /3 /2/ v;g/ | / / \':-’
Phi ladet = ee A oY L. v
6 717&4 ?,’ e d,;jj,. 1 o

PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS Cbl*lDE TIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED.

T U, S. COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 182—O-210816 16—50255-3
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.. time I was assigned to the Chicago Office of the Federal Buresn

“+; DAVISe I recall that this occurred on a Saturday morning and
.'" - that I participsted in his arrest along with MELVIN PURVIS, “
- who was then Special Agent in Charge at chicago, -and Special
.- Agents 'He Ae MARTIN, R. Co SURAN, and EARL WILLIAMS. DAVIS :
5. was apprehended as he was making his exit from an apartment
" house on the outskirts of Chicago. He put up a token resis- @ .

'iolentax'il.y, and, in fact, it is my recollection that he was
.. most anxious to iske & clean breast of his activities and

Cwy recall that ‘on or about June 1, 1935, at uhich

of Investigation, and where I had been assigned for some time
previous to that, I participated in the apprehension of VOLNEY -

tance, and apparently on seeing that he was completely covered, T
neek]y surrendered. . o (SRR L

: : N :,"-4_‘< gew_ I R v‘." iRl S
oy ':z L2 .

: 'DAVIB was then taken in handcuffa to the Chicago Bureau

Of fice and placed in a conference room there for interviews o
Upon his arrival there the handeuffs were removed, and it is my
recollection that I took his fingerprints, which were given by -

“/ him voluntarily. DAVIS at this time signed a waiver of removal’

and agreed to his being detained by us for complete questioning
concerning his complicity in the kidnapping of EDWARD G. BREMER.
He was questioned in detail by Special Agent SURAN and myself,

- He was advised at the outset that any statement that he might

make would have to be voluntary on his part, and that if he
desired to contact an attorney, that be had the right to do 80e

- -It is my recollection that DAVIS indicated a desire, now that
* he was in custody, to clean up this situation as quickly as -
< posgibles ‘He evidenced a desire to furmish complete details - ...

concerning all of his previous activities in connection with
this case, and advised that the quicker he was given the -
opportunity of pleading guilty the better he would like ite -
At no time was he kept in chains, and never made any requeet i

* that he be permitted to make a telephone call or to contant i
‘an attorney. He Was furnished with food at any time that he - «54 N

desired it, and was furnished with such food a= he requested.

. He was allowed to sleep when he 1ndicated a desire to do ao, 4 \,. e

.. 77 and vas given elee.n clothlng to wears *{ e AT R

/" wrhe complete stetement btaken from DAVIS was furnished -

.'\ :

-2 -
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.--\,‘, ,.",Jq- o LT &,—w‘r,ﬂ

e lwanted to do 86 as quickly a8 possible. At no time was a
- Jprcmise ever made to VOINEY DAVIS, ag far as I am concerned
‘3. ‘ory for that matter, on the part of &ny agents.present with »
" mey to the effiect that if DAVIS were to plead gnilty te il
7" conspiracy he would be. ‘sentenced to less than life inprison—-
" mente - In fact, nothing was said to DAVIS concerning his"
“‘pleading guilty or what sentence he would receives DAVIS nada 3.
- - the statement in my presence that he was anxious to plepd . B
o guilty so that he could start serving his sentence and get it
" over withe . The writer has no recollection whatsoever of the :
statsment ever being made' to DAVIS tlnt. 'we are all laryers
and 'e rill take care o.t you.' ‘

>‘.’:‘ - o

'I have read the preceeding sta:t.ement, ccnsleting o:t thia
‘. and one other page, and it is true to the beat of q &
< recollection. Lo

"WITNESSED: /8/ ROBERT B, CULLISON e e

ROBERT E. CULLISON, Speciel Agemt, - . -
FBI, mlde].phia’ P&., 2/19/5h. : T . . :‘, -
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L &0 ., N " Ry tf"‘”'" .- o A
S WL awmz, ‘at time of interview on 2/19/5!:. advised’
that :ln the event the United States Attdorney, Ste. Paul, Minn.,, deems
- it necessary to subpoena him as a witness, he will accept service by
‘being notlﬁed by the Philadelphn Offiee that a subpoena hu been

Report of SA smmm rwm at
dated 2/12/5h. PR

T T CLEUETIIE B R e



JERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT -
" ED STATES IEPARTMENT OF J e
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\

e T Ao ION.
To: COMUNIGATIUN winT 2-18-54  AIR-TEL  AIR NAIL

s to:
Transmit the following message SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (7-30)

- ——
- e

o L :
1;‘BREKIQ, BUREAU SHOULD BE ADVISED BY DAILY SUMMARY OF

. ér.nrmam _DEVELOPMENTS

IN THE COURT g
& R Lowo o
I o - - " N N
Tl T e e T
e So RLTN . ) . o A
“wor N Y So) e N -
. o g :v,‘ ’ ] . },..‘: - . : - e s _‘ -
L e & -, Vo :;« P s .
, - e RS ) E . o
DY e ' s Lowrne ;
Py, R L L i
Jteiusly -0 A ERIPC RIS
- - P TS o7 - - - 2 ’ ST P -
- o ‘ - - H Y
/ = = “ ;:~.‘- V__ ol ) ‘
a LR : ‘7-~' = T LD
. N . LET PR MRS - .
o }:" -~ s - ) [ 4 ‘ (RS L . 3 , . B : t’ ) 1*
~ ' R .
AL 5 B S o
-~ " - o T v : -
-, -~ 8 L -
4
- ae - - e 1 A
a . .
- ¥
Lougrlin____
n"——_—_ - = S . EEESAE - -
Tele, Moo _____ * . ‘ o . o L RPN :' -G P o - C

follomen _

Sendy .

T AR 19/1954‘

SENT VIA




. \ . Mr. Tolson__
’ FEDCOAL BURFAU OF INVESTIGATION ‘ Mr. Ladd.
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE = Mr. Nichols

- GOMMUMCATIONS SECTION ~ ———— . { ¥r. Bemont

FEB 1 '/954
| Z

Tole, Reot o
Mr. H licman .
Miss Gandy

| | N i —
WySH 22 FROM NEW YORK 19 1156 P 4" —2
4{" IRECTOR . URGENT - ' f

~
~

2 -
/O . N . .
{é (f?EKID& REBUFILE SEVEN DASH FIVE SEVEN SIX. RE MINNEAPOLIS TEL

~ e

: TO BUREAU FEBRUARY EIGHTEEN LAST, INVESTIGATION, NY, REFLECTS .

PR S T

HAROLD E. ANDERSON PRESENTLY EMPLOYED NATIONAL BOARD OF FIRE

UNDERWRITERS, BOX THREE ELEVEN, WHITTIER, CALIF, COPY OF INSTANT

REPORT FORWARDED TO LA THIS DATE, AMSD. /;’fE;L -
LA INSTRUCTED TO MEET FEBRUARY TWENTY SIX DEADLINE, -

: \ KELLY
CINCINNATI AND MINNEAPOLIS ADVISED

o i, —4h# b
END ACK PLS | LBEQOHUEQ:'IF:.Z?&%{?;“ / 5 55 ,
=l YR 322 0 G (i 7o |

Tl NCr PiIcC
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION e Plaamd__
M Clws

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE R{f o Clvia -
l h ‘;:j r.\:;:'s.]!  ——

T Tuotter.

AIRTEL (AIRMAIL) AT, WiaterrowL

Transmit the following Peletype message to: s, Room
Mr. Hollomen __

FBI MINNEABOLIS 2/18/5h . 12155 PM | “COBAHSK—

DIRECTOR, FBI (Bufile 7=576)
’I;B_};.KID. REBUAIRTEL 2/17/54. REPORT OF SA SIGURD FLAATA

SUBMITTED TO THE BUREAU 2/12/5l.

HOWARB

END | ' : i

7-30
tMr. Rosenl 4 DL‘V W’G’

\3 » . .
Ve - )

6 FEB 23 1954

AR 3 /)ﬁl o W

Sent________M Per

Ec Agent in Charge



i

{ . -
4 |

|

i

1

’ff “ Alniatnnt Attorney General IR Pobrulri‘23n 195,

; | N;i?w Warren Olney III 3
- h'-".‘,nuootor, FBI L e

. VOLNEY BAVIS e -
-~/ '~ HABEAS CORPUS I EESR
- . (YOUR nmgmncn 109-39+1, Rsx) : e e

S ) " Attached hereto 1s one oopy of the report of
Spocial Agent Sigurd Flaata dated PFebruary 12, 1954, at_

-Minneapolis, which sets forth the results of this Bure

e 1nvo-tigation to date regarding the above~captioned mattelr.

ve | ‘

- g ‘. : FEB 24 1954
e e, 10
Nichols — L h ’ p ﬁr R e ee——
:‘e:::n___ M’I‘C.eck a*¢ H'h N dM
:“.‘.::‘.'::: _ aa W
£= 58FEB 2615
Mobhe —— '

V2 REL. CEIN2CE ;;f :
2 B J
A BEONL N I

ok

Wisterrowd — ’?3 L

Tele. Room —

Hollomsa —  }
Sizoo
e Randy _

FEBST3 ahd
COMMIEBY




b w22 ahed

. 291 4'7
PEBRUARY 24, 1951; umr.

- D . 8AG, MINNEAPOLIS' a (Amun.)
,{, A .. CINCINNATI .

£ QRIIID 'm MP TEL P’EBRUARI TWENTY 'rm IAS?. | 3 4 IS ;-‘
" DRSIGNATED OPPICE OP ORIGIN THIS CASE.: ‘up mnurm
BVIBH PILE AND ADVISE Auxm.nu 01'?1038 B!’ umt. 0’

P.

130

g | FEB2a1954| 07 U
/ o MAILED2gs | = -
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A February 19; 1y, URGENT

SAC, SAVANNAH |
BIFKID, SFREP SA SIGURD FLATTA, FEBRUARY TVELVE LEST, MINNEAPOLIS.
L7AD 3T FORTH IN REREP FOR SAVANNAK OFFICE TO I'T+RVIE¥ A%D OBTAIR
SIONFD STATEMENT FROM FORMER SAC MELVIN H.'PURVIS AT FLORENCE, SOUTH
CAROLINA, SHOULD BE RARDLED BY w0 xsrunr AxD EXPERIENCED AGERTS OF &
‘Your orrxés. vunnan BURFAU RFSULTS or thﬁnvxzw PRO”“TI!.’ xn THE -
FYENT PURVIS NOT LOGATED AT rno&rncn. soutH CAROLINA. BURFAU'S INGTRUCTION:
CONTATNED HFSEIN SHOULD BE MADE txowu 0 orr:cz HANDLING THIS I!TER-

N . - T T BT o f'.' . ;-' . ‘ ‘;;J ‘:“'m . :’
¢c; 1 - Vinnespolis (7-30) (Airmell P PR = v T
1 - Cincinnaty (7- 3),,(Airna11 S e T e
Bufile ?7-576 | : o - ‘ = N
MTC:eamh t VR T : S RPOA
NOTE: bject Volney Davis,who was sentenced 1n this case (Brmmer. A

¥idnaoing) on June 7, 1935, to life imprisonment, efter entering plea::
of guilty to charges of kidnaoing and conspiracy, filed a petition -
on December 5, 1952, for release on hebeas corpus in United Stztes
District Court, 8t. Paul, Minnesota. Davis based his petition on
elght senarate points which included, among other things, the allegations
that he wes not represented by counsel, did not waive this right, was
held incommunicado in cheins and secrecy following his errest, and wes
- told by his ceptors thaet if he entered a plea of gullty he would be
.. given a term of years rather than a death or 1life sentence.  AUSA Alex
) Dim, St. Paul, Minnesota, has recuested that all Agents who participated
in the apprehension, ocuestioning, search, and transportation of Davis,
be located and interviewed andsﬁgnaiaffidavits obtained. Dim has
indicated that uvon receipt of the requeptgd affidavits he will review
them 2nd determine which Agents will be necessary for the heering
be held in connection with the habéas corpus proceedins The Burqu‘:%7‘
,qw/has oreviously instructed Minnea 113 thgtbguneau appr vgnghnhqaﬂbe'

btained before any fnrmer*SDec Agdhte &~ subpoenaed. Former .

‘ J &0 _Purvis was in charge of the spprehepsion of Davis at Chicago and .
~ Ladd

mai—in addition Davis gave a signed- walver of removal -t} oqggz,y*§'

Belmoat —3 4 P rvis. - N ~ 576~ /;
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Oﬁice Mem~andum . vNITED s°  ES GOVERNMENT

TO ¢ Director, FBI (7-576) DATE: February 23, 1954

\/140M :  SAC, Cincinnati (7-h3)
7 @’ A "l ! L R‘ QW

SUBJECT:  ALVIN KARPIS, was (aeceeecd), et al
EDYAKD GEORGE BREMER, VICTIM
KIDNAPING

yal

133

Rerep SA SIGURD FLAATA dated February 12, 1954, at Minneapolis.

Numerous leads have been set forth in referenced reporjcfor various
divisions in preparation for hearing regarding subject VOLNEY DAVIS. There
are, however, no leads outstanding at this time for the Cincinnati Division..
The Cincinnati Division has not had any active investigation regarding the
above-captioned matter since approximately June, 1951.

v

In view of the above circumstances, it appears that this matter
could be supervised more economically if Minneapolis were designated at
this time as office of origin, and accordingly, it is requested that that
office be so designated.

RDH:IM
2
L.
cel Minneapolis_(?-BQ) . | {
Y Sy
s, 950721/
T ﬁ“ A
({\‘\*} 21 JS -
v EX 126 .
v ' ' K o . W
o7
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TELBTY{Y' o - Iii; Winterrow!
E - . Tele. Room. .. ..
. : ' Mr. Holloman ..
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FBI, MINNEAPOLIS 2=27-54 2-42 o
DIRECTOR, FBI URGENT N

-

- , | /
R RE BUREAU FILE SEVEN DASH FIVE SEVEN SIX. RE {0 C\W
w’ ' * A

MINNEAPOLIS TEL FEBRUARY TWENTY-SIX LAST. FOR INfORMATION

P
L '

OF BUREAU THE FOLLOWING LIST OF WITNESSES TO BE FURNISHED

AUSA ALEX DIM, ST. PAUL, ON'MARCH ONE, NEXT., SA-S SAMUEL V.
HARDY, MINNEAPOLIS., RAYMOND C. éURAN, SAN DIEGO., E. E. KUHNEL

SAN ANTONIO., EARL H. VILLIAMS, OMAHA., MICHAEL CASSIDY, SAN
FRANCISCO, FORMER AGENTS MELVIN H. PURVIS, FLORENCE, SOUTH
CAROLINA,, MAXVELL CHAFFETZ, PHILADELPHIA., JOHN E. BRENNAN, ST.
LOUIS., JAMES M. KLAWES, ST. PAUL., HAROLD E. ANDERSEN, WHITTIER,
CALIFORNIA., HARRY W. STEWART, VEST PALM BEACH, FLA., HAROLD A. -
MARTIN, jAcKSONVILLEQ, FRANK M, HEADLEY, NEW YORK., A. H. JOHNSON,
CHICAGO. OTHER WITNESSES, :GEOﬁGE.HEISEN, }FORMER”ASSISTANT USA,
MINNEAPOLIS., FOLLBVING RESIDE ST: PAY L, NORTON RISEDORPH, FORMER

ATTORNEY,, WILLIAM H. ECKLEY, USC., JOSEPH T. LYNCH, FORMER DEPUTY

CHIEF JAILER, ST. PAUL., THOMAS GIBBONS, SHERIFF., MRS. VERGINIA
SCHWEITZ, SECRETARY TO SHERIFF GIBBONS., JOHN C. DECOURCY,

CLERK OF COURT., JACK B. MACKAY, ASSOCIATED PRESS., RONALD HAZEL,

ATTORNEY., EARL MORRISON, CHIEF'DEPurx'hqggg?L., LOUIS GOLLOP,
CORDED - g3 | /- > V¢ ~ | 5512
—— ~ [ ¥r, R
. € L

\]
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.
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PAGE TWO . - |
REPORTER., EDWARD I, PICHSA, FORMER COURT BAILIFF, ALEXANDRIA,
MINNESOTA, J. ROBERT THOMPSON, REPORTER, CHEVY CHASE, MD., CLERK

OF COURT OF U. S. DISTRICT COURT FOR NORTHERN DISTRICT OF -
CALIFORNIA, SOUTHERN DIVISION, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, rl

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS.
HOWARD | )

CORREVTEON—PAGETWO~LNE-ONE-URD 4 SHDBE-PECHA

END AND ACK PLS ' )

3-50 OK FBI WA IS
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Mr. Tolson_.

. . ’ ) . : Mr. Laddgg.r..
o -CERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION < :, Mr. Nm E_

‘1 Mr. Belnion
L‘. S. CEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE , 1 Mr. Cl
CoHMURIGAT ? thcnnw f)) Mr.. G
. M aybo .
/ | Fs 83 fo54 18 Traer
\ : MpoMohr,

\‘ , TELETYPE oy
’ / - ele. Room_.

.‘\ /""‘ C 7 Mr. Holloman___
\ ' Miss Gandy

' ‘/;B}{’MINNEAPOLIS 2-23-54 10-15 PM : ' T

fIRECTOR, FBI URGENT //‘\ J¢ _ : //1‘//

BREKID.JRE BUREAU AIRTEL TO MINNEAPOLIS FEBRUARY EIGHTEEN
\\___,/ ’

CINCINNATI AIRTEL TO MINNEAPOLIS FEBRUARY EIGHTEEN, LAST MINNEAPOLIS
AIRTEL TO BUREAU FEBRUARY EIGHTEEN LAST, AND REPORT OF SA SIGURD o
FLAATA FEBRUARY TWELVE, LAST, KANSAS CITY AIRTEL TO BUREAU FEBRUARY
NINETEEN, LAST. ALEX DIM, AUSA, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, ADVISED TODAY
THAT NO CHANGE IS CONTEMPLATED BY HIS OFFICE FOR HEARING OF VOLNEY

f\

DAVIS, SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY TWENTYSIX, NEXT AT STe. PAUL, MINN, DIM

/ — .
ADVISED HONORABLE MATTHEW M. JOYCE, JUDGE, UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
HAS ADVISED DIM THAT INSTANT CASE WAS REVIEWED BY JUDGE JOYCE WITH
. HONORABLE GUNNAR H. NORDBYE, SENIOR US DISTRICT COURT JUDGE, AND

IDECISION MADE THAT JUDGE NORDBYE WILL CONDUCT HEARINGS FOR VOLNEY

{

DAVIS INASMUCH AS JUDGE JOYCE FURNISHED AN AFFIDAVIT OPPOSING DAVIS .‘/i

PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS IN NINETEEN FORTY. DIM ADVISED POSS- :
IBLY THAT JUDGE JOYCE MAY BE CALLED AS A WITNESS, ﬁIM ALSO ADVISED THAT
‘LIST OF WITNESSES INCLUDING FORMER AGENTS TO BE SUBPOENAED WILL BE
'FURNISHED»MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE SHORTLY AFTER HEARING ON FEBRUARY TWENTY-
SIX. FO%&NFORHATION OF CINCINNATI, NO LEADS FOR CINCINNATI OFFICE

AT THIS TIME., A REVIEW OF MINNEAPOLIS FILE§7REFLECT NCINNATI Léé;

OFFICE OF ORIGIN IN THIS CASE AND BUREAU IS REQUEST TO . DESIGNATE

ORIGIN, CINCINNATI ADVISE BY AIR MAIL., lom— mm é
— o FEB 25195Q c_\m
o HOWARD 9\%@ Dfn_gs ' oo -
E : N AN . dq
5‘)3 MAR 8 - :

.....

‘TQ(‘N i.-»'-. '

[,uro Rezer
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT q;/:usrlcx

Lo Il MAan
biss Gagly

- AIRTEL
Transmit the following TBI&LYP® message to:

——

I, MINNEAPOLIS 2/21/5% é Yy’ L , %/

'DIRECTOR, FBI

-&z" —
BREKID. RE BUREAU FILE 7-576. RE BUREAU AIRTEL 2/2l; LAST
*{ IN WHICH THE BUREAU DESIGNATED MINNEAPOLIS AS OFFICE OF .
.,3:.9,"
ORIGIN IN THIS CASE AND INSTRUCTED THAT AUXILIARY OFFICES
BE ADVISED BY AIRTEL OF CHANGE IN OFFICE OF ORIGIN. THE
CINCINNATI OFFICE IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE THE MINNEAPOLIS
DIVISION IF ANY OFFICES IN ADDITION TO THE AUXILIARY
OFFICES LISTED BELGW SHOULD BE NOTIFIED OF ABOVE AND WHETHER
CINCINNATI HAS ANY LFADS OUTSTANDING IN THIS CASE.
HOWARD
7=30
SF:s]s
ccs Chicago .
Cincinnati /
Kansas City
Los Angeles _ %
Miami '
New York .
New Y RECORDED - 60
Philadelphia _ o . 6-/ —
Ste Louis ) EX. - 104 i -2 /(&"/ 35‘5
San Antonio Maswes W .
San Diego ) ViR 9 1554
San Francisco 4
Savannah
Washington Field
60 [ : W
BAKD 194
Approved: Sent____M Per

Special Agent ﬁ(:hargo



FEDER. .. BUREAU OF INVEST" ATION

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT C INC INNATI
REPORT MADEK AT pAT:Ay;:m PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY j ml
SAN DIEGO 2/18/%u| 2/17/5% RAYMOND C. SURAN

CHARACTER OF CASE

T ALVIN KARPIS, was, (decessed); ARTHUR
R, BARKER, was. (deceased); VOLNEY DAVIS, KIDNAPING
was.; et al' EDWARD GEORGE BREMER -

SYNOPSIS oF FAcm
SA RAXMOND C. SURAN, presently assigned San Diego Orrice °
'FBI, assisted in the apprehension and interview of VOLNEY PR
DAVIS at “hicago, Illinois, on June 1, 1935, and was in:-:~ .  :i°
.~ charge of the group of Specisl Agents assigned to transporti‘ el
1. .. DAVIS from Chicago, Illinois, to St. Paul, Minnesota on - q
0 June 2, 1935, Actions of agents toward DAVIS were consistengﬁ.
with the necessary precautionary measures to maintain custody’
- of DAVIS and to prevent his possible rescue by the associates
... of DAVIS who Wwere not in custody. DAVIS given proper slothing
. to wear in Chicago and no threats or promises were made to +
him, His arms and legs were never at any time handcuffed
or chained to a bed or other object. DAVIS was not denied .
the services of an attorney but he indicated he might secure
the services of "DOC" BARKER's attorney after his removal ‘
to St. Paul., Gave voluntary statement concerning his associa~- ,
tion with so-called KARPIS-BARKER Gang but never admitted i
direct participation in the BREMER kidneping while in custody
of agents assigned to the hicago Office.

R

“RUG- 7T T eV K

".‘ ‘ P 5 Cota

‘ -‘%‘"’ Special Lgent RAYMOND Co smum executed the following
signed statement° . - ,

: -7-2)/%~ Mﬂf

] é—; R
) nneapolis-{7-30) (Enel,

(1 = USK,-St. Padl)

2 = Cineinnati {(7=43) “‘9’ ;

e il - San Diego 7-11¥u -
3 4 L3 HL

PROPERTY OF m—ﬁﬁs CUNﬂDElTML REPORT AND I8 COITEITS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. ‘

Fr  U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 102—0O-210616 10—80388-2



San Diego, California
February 17, 1954

- I, RAYMOND C, SURAN, glve the following statement

of my own free will concerning my present recollection of the

_ apprehension and detention of VOLNEY DAVIS at Chicago, Illinoia,
on June 1 and 2, 1935, and the subsequent transportation of

DAVIS from Chicago, Illinois, to St, Paul, Minnesote, I - - ,g

have been a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investiga—,~“

tion since September 2. 1930, and was 80 employod on June 1,

2, end 3, 1935, | T [{7(__-

r,-:

‘ " At approximate v op June 1 1 35, I pro; b’ZJ)
ceeded to a point near Chicago,
Il1linols, with MELVIN O wWas a me the Special : o

Agent in Charge of the Chicago Office of the Federel Bureau *,*” ‘
of Investigation. We were also accompanied by Special Agent a
MICHAEL J, CASSIDY and MAX CHAFFETZ, who was at that time -

also a Special Agent ef the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

The purpose of this trip was to effect the apprehension of

VOLNEY DAVIS, who was known to be under indioctment by a
Federal Grand Jury in St. Paul, Minnesota, tor partioipa-‘

tion in the kidnaping of EDWARD G. BREMER .

" In the vicinity or the dbove address, we oontacted
HAROLD A. IARTIN and EARL H, WILLIAMS who were Special Agents
of the Federal Bureau of Investigaticn on that date, The
arrest of DAVIS was effected an hour or so after our errival
near the Waller Street eddress. DAVIS was immediately hand=-
cuffed and placed in an automobile to be transported to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation Office in the Bankers Bullding,
Chiecago, Illinois, by PURVIS, CASSIDY, myself, end probsbly E
one other agent., I recall that almost immediately after the
trip was started for the office DAVIS made a remark to the .
effect that he hoped we would not hold against him the fact
that he had a few months before eacaped from two Special
Agents whom he presumed got into trouble over the escape
as he had read something %o that effect in the newspaper. TR
He also stated that this escape was not the first he had made
from the "law® and that he had been successful in meking
other escapes but I do not recall further detalls of his -
remarks, I do have knowledge that DAVIS had the reputation
of being an Mescape artist™ and his record showed that he
had in the past been involved in capital offenses, It is
my recollection that for these reasons PURVIS issued instruoc- -
tions that every precaution be taken to prevent the escape -
of DAVIS amd to prevent his liberation by other persons who
were involved in the kidnapling of Mr, BREMER and who were
still at large.

-1-
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- After the arrival at the Chicago 0ffice, DAVIS was
turned over to other agents to be carefully searched and
thereafter he was interviewed by CHAFFETZ and myself, I __ ..
am unable to describe at this date the e¢lothing DAVIS was -7 ", -7
wearing during this interview but I em certain he waa furnishod
with wearing apparel other than his own, that this wearing
apparel was not incrusted with blood and ‘dirt but was N
~ sanitary and elean, I do not recall whether leg irons were
on DAVIS during the course of the interview but I can poaitively
state that at no time during this interview or at no time _
in my presence was DAVIS handcuffed to a bed or any other dbjeci,”“
and at no time during this interview or in my presence waro , §{- ;'
his legs fastened to a bed or any other object.' a;_; N -

: During the course of thc interview, DAYIS voluntarily
made a statement alleged by him to contain true informatien. -
concerning his assoclation with the so-called KARPIS-BARKER
Gang without admittling his dirsct participation in the kid-
naping of Mr., BREMER, He was made no promises by me or by
thers in my presence and at no time did he request to
ontact an attorney but & do recall that he made some remarks
‘\hat if he was to be immedlately removed %o St, Paml, Minnesota,
would think about whether he might contact "DOC" BARKER!'s
orneye.

- It is noted DAVIS alleges that some agent made the
ment "We are all lawyers and will take care of you,"

=13 statement was never made by me or in my presence by a

other agent, Likewise he was not told by me or by any agen

in my presence that the last man that asked for e 1awyer

went through a window.= e N, ' ae

. . During the time DAVIS was being interviewed he was
given food and permitted to rest on a cot. - I have no present .’
recollection of the number of times he ate or the length of .~
% L time he was permitted to rest, It is my present recollestion

g¥that Mr, PURVIS was seriously concerned about the possibility
that an attempt might be made to liberate DAVIS and as Mr,
PURVIS termed it he did not want another "Kansas City massacre®
:and he thoroughly instructed the agents assigned to the ecase
"f the responsibility that was theirs in maintaining safe . .
>wgustody of DAVIS, For this reason 1t'wal not desired tq ,“wr .
: transport DAVIS in a regulsrly scheduled eommon earrier, e
¥t is my recellection thats therve:wasneonsiderable dolay tn -
securing a chartered plane for the tranafer of DAVIS to St,
euly I do not recall whether the delay wss because of
‘havallability of the plane or bescause of adverse weather
eports,

-2-



I reccall that PURVIS designated me to tske charge
of the assignment of removing DAVIS from Chicago to St. Paul,
I 3secured a walver of removel from DAVIS, DAVIS voluntearily
executed this waiver, The details of this document are not
available to me at the time of the preparation of thls state=
fient and I do not recall the wording of the waiver, Sometime
durine the late afternoon of June 2, 193E, we were successful
in chartering a plane at the Chioago Airporte -1 do not recall ~ - -
the name of the eompany from whom we chartered the plane, t'ﬁjﬁ“ :
I was accompanied on the transfer of DAVIS by Speciasl Agentq

~ ".". MICHAEL J. OASSIDY, ERNEST E, KUHNEL, end former Speciel
o ~ Agents EARL H, WILLIAMS and H, W, STEWART.: I do not remember f&if
- the identity of the agent who drove us to the airport or R

whether blinds were drawn in the car. I do not recall that T

the car was so equipped but I am of the opinion that posuibly fvif_

the resr window only had a blind on 1t and it 1s possiblo o
: ﬁhat thia blind could have been drawn, r~tvpr¥»?3;v_ P

En route to St. Paul in the chartered plane, we
encountered inclement weather and the pllot, name not reoalled,
decided to land at an alrport at or near Madlson, Wisconain, .-
We were delayed at this airport for more than six hours during

. which time we made two unsuccessful attempts to continue the -
journey, Handouffs and leg irons were on DAVIS from the time
we left the Chicago Office until we turned him over to the

S eustody of HAROLD E, ANDERSEN who was then Special Agent -
- in Charge of the St., Paul Office.

On one of the occaslons while we were grounded at
the eirport DAVIS made several requests to have his hand-
cuffs removed in order that he would dbe mores comfortable
when ho_wont to the toilet.- Thelo'reqnestc were donied.

" When the plans finally proceeded to St, Paul, ,
DAVIS admitted to me that if his handcuffs had been removed
he would have tried to escape and recalled that the last time
agents had tried to transport him in an airplane he hed been .
uuccessful in escaping and he thought that he might do 50 again. N

ey " We' nrrived at St. Paul in the early morning of Jhno
3, 1935. probably 5:00 or 6300 AM and I had no further eontast
" with DAVIS subsequent to the time I turned him over to the
oustody of Special Agent in Charge ANDERSEN and othor agontl .
‘ tron the St. Paul Ortieo. e ey - e

e
'

“siws U~ “FAYMOND C. SURA | -
Special Agent, FBI

3=
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FNCLOSURE: TO MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE

Original signed statement of Special Agent
: RAYMOND C. SURAN. )




—

SD 7-11

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

REFERENCE

Report of SA SIGURD FLAATA, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 2/12/5l. %"

- - - Y . ~ .
3 - -
. - . - . - N
= = . . AT = RIS
(L PN
¥ ¢
- t . (N _
o - L3 .-.- i
- a b '9
* B . . _ €. .
B =~ . R CS -
; = i
- P . -~ _ - . N .
& .
- - : - ~ .
- . . Ry - ”
: f - LT - - - S \
. w .
oo - ? v A .
- - : N ) N - Gt * - <
. - a z.
- L - R B 3 - - -
- - o - s,
M «
XY
= o
- o 1. -~ AT
& L BTSN 4
L . T .
» % s .
- . B B
I . -
: , K
. ..
. e
- - - LS -
- :
~ -~ -
- Y . - = .
R S « <
- i
. * - % -
- .. s
. PR -
. » : Lo .
L . . . .
. A :
i :':
. " -~
\ - =
. - : - -
o, . " .
*3 H : .
- ,
e
N ' T




FEDERA!. BUREAU OF INVEST'?ATION :

%?CI:OS.EIORIGINA'I'ED ar  CLiCLiATI
)’/ REPORT MADEK AT mwm 7 PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
GiiidA, LEBRASKA 2/22/54 | 2/18/54 EARL i, WILLIAS jng
Jlsg| = ALVLI KARPTS, Was. (deew=sed); ARTHUR R. CHARACTER OF cAsx
w BARKER, Was, (deceased); VOLJ{EY DAVIS, Was.; | KIDKAPTIG
ET AL; EDWARD GECRGE BRE:ER — VICTE{

7 Signed statenent furnished by SA EARL H, WILLIM'S, Ousha Office, FBI, ~
regarding arrest of VOLNEY DAVIS at Chicago, Illinois, on 6/1/35, and
his transportation to St, Paul, Hinnesota, on 6/2/35, secured and set ' ..

) forth.‘ '. -4_, ."‘-,‘ —:- '..;;“.n.— ., ". - e e . ‘ - . N _ ) ‘.j ‘-{.‘ :')? . - : I' - v .
| o= RUG AT S

DETAIIS: At Des Moines, Towa ~ - 5. = '

1 - SA EARL H, WILLIAMS furnished a signed statement regarding his knowledge
of the arrest of VOLNEY DAVIS in Chicago, Il1linois on June 1, 1935, and
his transportation to St, Paul, Hinnesota, on June 2, 1935, This
~ statement is being set forth as follows: e

MSTATENENT MADE BY SPECIAL AGENT EARL H, WILLINS, CMAHA (FFICE,
FBI, DATED FEBRUARY 18, 1954, - - - - o SEET R

"I, Earl H, Williams, 720~-4th Street, West Des lioines, Iowa, a
special agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation, U, S. Department
of Justice, Omaha, Nebraska, make the following voluntary signed
statement regarding my knowledge concerning the arrest and trans—
pertation of Volney Davis in June, 1935.

- B] state that I am an agent of the FBI and have been since MaB . *
~ 19, 1934, I state that in May and June, 1935, I was assigned as. -
said agent to the Chicago Office, FBI, I state that on er about -
May 29, 1935, I was agsigned to ?n investigation in Chicago, '

- -
‘i rq B N
v . " b . Lo .
N 4 I N e
APPROVED AND n 7y L Acmer ., . DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
FORWARDED: £ :

NG T [ 576 1 53 4T
@"Bare:ﬁ;-é'v'eﬂm@“%’:ﬁf o TEBRIWM - ) - RECORDED-34
- Hinneapolis ‘(-‘_Zr.'ipg (1-usw |- ' N -
St. Paul%'gﬂg;f Ci;ls"’ ” f’?', : )
2 = Cincinnati (7= ) “Op |— )
1 nehe ) T T

N : = A
PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDKATIAR, REPERT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE F8! AND ARE NoT T0 BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF l

g/
. L

AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED.

U. 5. SOVERNNENRT PRINTING OPFICE  16—50386~3
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' T “Ilihois relating to the location and possible apprehension of Volney, -
- Davis who was wanted as a participant in the kidnaping of Edward George S
..~ Bremer in St, Paul, Minnesota, A I was ordered on this assignment by the . - = -
- then Special Agent in Charge Melvin L, Purvis, I was instructed to EEARE
I assist Special Agent H. A, Martin and. the purpose of the assignment was oo
W 7 to determine ‘if Davis appeared a.t an address in Chicago known as 1046 al
e ) North Weller lvenueo R S L R : T N

.4'\‘_

-owy state that this assiggent continued May 29, May 30, Hay 31, 1935
T without receiving any information or developing any information regard-- ﬁ*‘ ‘
' - ing Volney Davis, I state that on the afternoon of June 1, 1935 at: SR
o approximately 2:30 P information was furnished to SA H, A, Martin to the
effect that Davis might appear at the 1046 North Waller Avenue add.ress. e
-~ Martin contacted the Chicago Office, FBI, advising of the possible ap~
- pearance of Davis and requested assistance, Shortly thereafter SA Martin
" and myself proceeded in an automobile belonging to the FBI to-the vicinity
of 1046 North Weller Avenue, Martin did the driving while I made some
preparations to effect Dzaurist apprehension should no a.ss:Lstance arrlve. :
"After SA l.artln and mself arrlved near the Weller Avenue address ve
proceeded on north past the address and across an intersection, We
turned around and came on back toward Weller Avenue address and parked
- the car on the nortlwest corner of the intersection where weataited the
possible appearance of Davis, SA Martin and myself had taken about -
fifteen or twenty minutes to get into position, We then waited about
five more minutes until about 2:55 P when we noticed a small Ford
roadster, red in color, coming up the street from the south in our dir-
ection, We had previously been supplied the license number of the Davis
car, It was supposed to bear Georgia license plates with #!'s 37216C,
As this car approached it was possible for SA Martin and myself to observe
. - that it bore the Georgia license plate. Agent's car was parked close - -7
- to the intersection and headed in a southerly direction down the st.reet. L
- Agents noticed the Ford roadster approach the intersection and instead
. =77 .7 -of proceeding on past agent?s car it made a U turn and drove south and
»-.-.  -parked in front of the eddress at 1046 North Weller Avenue, &s this
" 's.. . car was making this U turn the driver of the car was visible and easily .~ -
" observed, Both SA Martin and myself readily identified Volney Davis as -
: ‘the driver of this car, I had never seen Davis in person but from .+
" photographs in possession of agents there was no question but that it -
- - was Davis, I observed Davis park his car get out a.nd walk int.o the B

P

house at 1046 North Weller Avenues .. . "i" o " .. oo & ain i u I

uit approximately 3:05 Pif, June 1, 1935 SAC Melvin Purvis and Special
Lgents ifax Chaffetz, i, Ja. Cassidy, R, C, Suran arrived, At this tinme
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"SA Martin and myself apprised SAC Purvis of the situation and that Davis
was at that moment in the house., I was instructed by SAC Purvis to go with
"SA Chaffetz to the rear of the house at 1046 Horth Weller Avenue to prevent
any possible escape in that direction, Chaffetz and myself awaited about
five or ten minutes and then heard some commotion or shouting in the front -
of the house, From our position I could see alongside of the house into " .
Weller Avenue but I could not see anything that went on in front of the house
to where Davis'! car was parked, . Upon receiving information that Davis had -°
come out of the house and gone to his automobile SA Chaffetz and myself
immediately proceeded to the front of the house and to the place Davis had
pa.rked his caz'. * N . B L PR S

EE L '--.'
‘ w."a

"At the scene of the Davis car I observed that Dav:Ls was surrounded and .

~ in custody of SAC Purvis and Agents Suran, Cassidy and Martin, I arrived je .
within a couple of minutes after he had been taken into custody, I ob-
served Davis standing beside his car, He was immaculately dressed and
gave no appearance of having his clothing disarranged in any manner what-
soever, I observed no confusion at this point., SAC Purvis instructed SA
Martin to take the Davis car to the Clark-Van Buren Gerage and he in-

" structed SA Chaffetz to follow the other FBI car, After these instructions
were given Davis was handcuffed and led to an awaiting FBI car, SA Cassidy
occupied the driver!s seat and I sat in the front seat on the right. The
back seat was occupied by SAC Purvis and SAd R, C, Suran with Davis in the
middle, Davis did not appear to be alarmed or excited in any way. He
talked in a calm fashion, I would state that from the time Davis walked
out of the house until he was captured and placed in the automobile for
transportation to the Chicago Office, FBI, would occupy a period of about
tuenty-five minutes at the most,

(00 2

"on the way to the Chicago Office, FBI, I had an occasion to talk to Davis,
I asked him if he had noticed SA Martin and myself parked at the inter-

"section as he turned around to park in front of the 1046 North Weller Avenue
address, He stated that he had never noticed the agents. On several oc- ‘
casions he remarked that he would like to know how the FBI had learned that
he would be at 1046 North Weller Avenue on that date, On one occasion.I
recall he stated that he knew he shouldn!t have talked to that girl! and = .

~ that he felt that something was going to happen that day, I recall he re- .
- marked that this was to be the last time that he was going to see the girl

at the Weller Avenue address. I recall he stated that he usually had ap- .

peared at the Weller Avenue address immediately after he called but that .

he had on this occasion broken his routine., He stated that he had telephoned

the Weller Avenue address and had then sat down and eaten his dinner, - He

indicated that he had ordered a good meal a.nd that he had taken his tme

to eat it, . , . L _

e Lt AR lmmiea— oo ~
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"From the time Davis was placed in the FBI car until hLe was delivered at
the Chicago Office FBI was approximately twenty or thirty minutes, Davis
was taken to the rear of the Bankers Building where the Chicago Office
.-was housed, He was taken into the back door and into a freight elevator.
He was not taken into the building and up the public entrance or elevators,
During the entire trip Davis seemed content that he was finally captured
and did not have to worry about being taken, He did not talk much but L
when he did he joked or seemed relieved that it Has over. _:‘ :;.:.

"After Davis vas taken to the 19th floor of the Bankers Building he was
taken to a room to await further disposition, I had nothing further to do
with him and had no part in questioning him, I do not recall to whom he
was placed in custody after arrival at the Bhicago Office, I do recall that s
when I last saw him somewhere around 4PM, June 1, 1935 he presented a neat

. .x

I state that I next sau Davis 80 far as I can recall, sometime around N
3P on June 2, 1935, I was instructed by SAC Melvin Purvis to assist in .
the’ transportation of Davis from Chicago, Il1linoi_  to St. Pau.l Minnesota. -

He stated that Davis was to be transported by airplane. e )

~ T ,-‘_..
‘-~ -

"Immediately thereai‘ter I assisted in bringing Volney Davis from the .~
Chitago Office, FBI, to the elewator (freight) and out the rear door to .
.an awaiting FBI car, I recall on this occasion there was present beside
Davis the following agents: R, G, Suran who was in charge of delivering
Davis to St. Paul, Ilinnesota, M, J. Cassidy, E. E. Kuhnel, H, W. Stewart,
F. M, Headley and myself, At the time that I saw Davis on the afternoon
of June 2, 1935 he appeared to me to be rested and gave the appearance

of one not under any straing- I recall no indication that he had undergone
any abuse of any kind whatsoever, He still gave a well dressed appearance,
was clean shaven and did not appear to be regretting his experience in any

'uay, S . . Y ‘ o

I did not ride with Davis to’ the airport. I do not knod who the age’nts e
were who transported him to the airport, I rode in another FBI car, I

do not recall who accompanied me in that car, I did observe the FBI car

in which Davis was taken to the airport, ‘At the time I observed the car

- there were no drawn curtains or any other means taken to conceal the oc~-

" cupants of the car, Davis was handcuffed for safe transportation to the -
airport but he had no other means oi’ restraint 80 far as I could observe. o

"'Ch arrival at the Chicago airport there vas a chartered plane waiting
" Davis, We ell went aboard and Davis took a seat nea.r the front of the plane

-
K '5’..-‘..
x

appearance and he seemed to be under no strain whatsoever. NP }4 S
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"on the right side, The other seven agents seated themselves about the
"pPlane within close proximity to Davis, I was seated behind Davis on

the same side as he was seated but about two seats back of Davis, Davis
made no objections to his being taken to St. Paul, hinnesota. He was
handcuffed until he got aboard the plane, Davis did not ask for any
food, rest room privelege@ or ma.ke any other demands from the Ghicago
Office to the airport. AN

- "At about the time the plane was reedy to take off at the elrport I be- e
lieve SA Suran told Davis that he would remove his handcuffs, I believe R
that Davis rode all the rest of the way to St. Paul without cuffs, : As =:i: ~
- the plane neared Madison, Wisconsin we ran into a heavy storm. - We la.nded *
. at Madison, I do not know when we got to Madison but I do kriow that it
" was dark and rainy, I suppose it might have been sO'neJhere around 7 ar ""‘
" 8PM. At about the time we landed I recall that someone, my recollection
is that it was SA Suran, asked Davis if we could get him anything to eat in
Madison or whether we could do him any good in Madison, I remember that .
Davis joked about his situation and remarked that the ‘only good the FBI
could do him was to put him out in an open field and give him either a. ;
hundred yards start or ten minutes start, Davis so far as I know did not .
ask for or obtain anything toeat in Madison, He was asked if he wanted
food but so’ far as I can recall he turned it dam. .

- -

"] recall we were several hours in Madison and that after about three starts
the plane was finally able to raise and take off, I cannot recall whether
Davis left the plane or not but my recollection is tha.t he remarxed on

the plane, 5 , .

"I recollect that we left Ma.dlson Bo'neti.me around BAM June 3, 1935, I
"remember arriving at the Chamberlain-Wold Airport, St. Paul—Minneapolls L
“after daylighte I beligve it was sometime around 5:30 AM or 6 AM,- At the

airport Davis was turned over to agents from the St. Faul Office, I.

then boarded the pla.ne and returned to Chicago. : '

"I recall that when Davis su.rrendered at the St. Paul airport that he did
not look too well rested but then neither did the agents, He had been™ T
subjected to no more physical abuse in staying up than had the accompenying‘ )
vagents nane of whom ha.d aecured any rest on the flight. g\; ” ) _

nI state tha'c. to my knouledge at no time did Davis request the use of a .‘ &
telephone or demand the services of an attorneys, At no time in ny presence
was there ever a discussion of the crime for which Davis was being held and

no promises were ever made to secure the cooperation of Davis, I state

A N R M B Tim T Ll b e ok e e D e D T

LR S
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fthat at no time in ry presence were any threats made against or promises
made to Davis, I state that at no time did I, or any agent in my presence,
ever say to Davis, 'We are all lawyers and we will take care of you,! At ::
no time did I ever hear Davis complain about inadequate food lack of e
clothing, loss® of sleep or arv mlstreatment. St el %,
"I state that I have read the fo rgoing statement consisting of this e.nd
three other typewritten pages which I have signed and initialed and = .= =,
state that everytling therein contained is true a.nd correct to the best of -
nv recollection. Lo R '

S/ Earl H, Williams®

bl

S %

The foregoing statement is being placed in the Omaha file of insteni caee. _
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT c INC MATI
REPORT-MADE AT umm PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
SAVANNAH 2/23/ 2/19, 20/5h KENNERLY R, consm'r dl
™= arvo{ KaR KARPIS, was, (Becoawed); cHamacTEROP s Tty
ARTHUR_R,“'BARKER, was, (Deceased)x KIDNAPING :° - si.
~ VOLNEY. DAVIS, ETAL - n Y B 54

SYNOPSISOF FACTS: = ST e e e i, wLT T

«

Former SAC MELVIN H. PURVIS denies knowledge or any 1nhuman S
treatment accorded VOLNEY DAVIS elther at tho time he was . - ig'
arrested or during confinement. S STl S

) j e _Ruc' - T ) -
DETATLS: : T PLORENCE, SOUTH C.&ROLINA R

MELVIN H. PURVIS, 1356 Cherokee Road, forme
Special Agent in Charge of the Chicago 0ffice of the Federalf
Bureau of Investigation, furnished the following signed :
statement of hls recollections of the case involving
VOLNEY DAVIS: &’/{J

"Florence, SOuth Carolina.....February 20, 1954,
) "I, Molvin He Purvis, do hereby voluntarily and of||
my own free will and accord made this statement to Kennerly
Re Corbett and Lionel L, J. Meunier, whom I know to.be

special agents of the F, B, I. 7 : g it

. ®I was special agent in charge of the Chicago office
of the F, B, I. on June 1, 1935 and up through August of the

. same year, I held this orficial position during the period of -
time when the case of Volney Davis was being investigated, I

 supervised the investigation and apprehension of Volney Davis -
who was charged with conspiracy to violate the rederal kidnapping

APPROVED AND ﬂ ‘() | % N GENT

FORWARDED: ™ N DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

Vol A =t T, éé SULY RECORDED-34
@/mm (757 (Al(z/ A
CINCINNATI 7-1;3) AM)
3 « MINNEAPOLIS_ (7=30)(AM)
(L - USA, St. Paul)
1- SAVANNAE (7-2)

PROPERTY 0F ;B‘I‘-Tl‘lﬁ REP&T l{{w TO YOU BY THE FBI, AND NEITHER IT NOR ITS CONTENTS ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGENCY
TO WHICH LOANED.

U. 5. COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—00385 3
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-statutes. . o .f.ﬁ.ll; S e g e

o ' %I recall that Vblney Davis was arrested by special'* 
agents of the F, Be I, including myself, on or about June 1,
1935, in a residentlal area .. Chicago. Previous to the ‘

- of the house to which he was expected to pay a visit, Upon
" notification of his arrival at this house I, with several
other apecial agents proceeded there-to and certain specieal -
agents were stationed at the rear of this house, others wereq;;
stationed in front and in automobiles for the purpose of 7 - **
completely surrounding same and capturing him, 8pecial
agent Re C., Suran was stationed in front of the next
neighboring house, to the house, in which Davis was located,
I was stationed in front of the next house to the North,-
Within a few minutes after this, Volney Davis started to . -
leave the house, in which he was visiting., B8pecial agent
R. C, Suran and I observed his movements toward his car, and
proceeded to converge on Davis, so that it happened the
Suran and I arrived at the person of Davis and his '
automobile at the same time, In our efforts to capture
Davis, we grabbed for his arms and ®d him to put his hands
up, he stumbled and fell with his shoulders hitting the
" floor board of his car, the door of which was open. Davis .
made efforts to rise and in doing so his arm struck the
arm of Suran and by some accident the weapon (pistol)
of Suran was discharged, hitting no one and causing no
injury. Immedlately the other speclal agents arrived at -
the scene.and Davis was placed in an automgblle and . o
transported to the Chicago offices of the F, Be I. My
recollection is, he was handcuffed, in normal fashion,
as soon as possible arter arrest.gz.Jw, A -
e 'Upon arrival at the orfice with Davis, speoial :
agent R. Co. Suran was instructed to search Davis, with the -
assistance of other special agents, He was also instructed
to follow our normal proceedures, . I visited from time '
to time, the office in wh*ch these steps were taken,

'®T have been told ‘that Volney Davis has stated - -
that he was treated in an inhumang manner by being deprived _
of food, by being chained to a cot or radiator pipe, and .
being furnished unclean clothing, not being allowed to make
phone calls and not being allowed to contact an attorney,
and was kept awake for forty (ho) hours under continuing
questioning.

date of hls arrest the F, B, I. had maintalned a surveillance fﬁ 
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"Naturally In view of my position, I could not and .
d1id not perform all the work on this case, : I gave it as close
supervision as was posslble and I saw Volney Davis on several
occaslons while he was In our office, and at no time did I

 observe any inbhumane treatmc>t and at no time, did I 1netruct

any employee of the F. Bs I. to glve him inhumane treatment,
or to deprive him of fobd, or to deprive him of hil v e i
constitutional rights. »:5 : t»%.w_ 5 ';a"';€5§];{

. s
: ‘ B \i. Ry RCREEE

S “With regard o statements made by Vblney Davis, f:iﬁf;
to the effect that various promises were made to him, such & .
as a promise that he would be given a short term of years if

he would plead guilty, I did not make any promise of this
sort and I know of none belng made by any other amployee of
- the Fe B, I, It was always our policy to make no promises -

wlth regard to such things to any person 1nVQ1ved.ﬂ .

- . & wo R

' “I do not recall whether Volney Davis asked me,

for permlission to call an attorney, but I know I did not .
refuse such permission, I did not tell Volney Davis that - -
I or any other speclal agent would act as his lawyer, I
do not recall what arrangements were made for clothing and
food for Davis, but I do know that he was treated in a
normal manner. e e P A B T

. "I have read the dbove atatement consisting of
three (3) pages and 1t is true and correct to the best of .
my knowledge. o ;

“”TI‘/B/ Mblvin H; Purvis’f

-

.0 MELVIN H, PURVIS | -

iV d
- peY

'“Witness: CoT T T T e T SEREEE ISP
n/s/ Kennerly R. COrbett, Spocial Agent, FBI, Savannah, Ga. .
"/s/ Lionel r.. J. Meunier, Special Agent, FBI, savanna.h, Ga. v

- -~

n . «

K * # # § ﬂ * * ﬁ # # # % 9 # Y ﬂ # *

L 3 “ S
e P ,,: i A.;;\f ’ AT . ’,: .
. cae Tt Lot e BICIE RN B

- RUC -



SV, 7=2

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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Report of SA SIGURD FLAATA, Minneapolis, 2/12/sh. - .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CTOITVATI

REFORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
lind, FLOZIDA 2/2b7%  [2/16-19/54 . | JOMN BILEY SMITH il
™8 o vnd KARPTS CHARACTEROPEASE LTl
3 WaS-, \d‘eeea'sed) ARMB_EL - B
e BATIT?, was. , (deceased); VOLNEY DAVTS, waf. KIDNAPING
ETFL: UD7ARD GEORGT BREMER - VICTIM ot ST

- Former Special Agent HARCLD A. MARTIV, Jacksonville,
Florida, submitted signed statement in which he stated he was present during..
the aporehension of VOLNEY DAVIS at Chicago, Illinois. IMARTIN stated he saw
no mistreatment of DAVISdiring or after the epprehension and never made any
promisss or threats to DAVIS. Former Special Agent HARRY W, ST®WART in a

signed statement denied any mistreatment of DAVIS durmg the apprehension or
following the apprﬁhensmn. ot S : . (

JEES

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

e e Qg L 4

ROC -
DETATLS: - AT JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

Fre HARCLD a, MARTIN, 1792 Pine Crave Avemie, ..cnaser ,
Tadnstrial Department o the Ja“fs'ywﬂlle Chamnber of Comrerca, fur:isghes! ”‘a
£011ov ~ing sL\,Pd statement coucerning hls Imow“'ﬂ'ig. of the arrest of VOL V}_.
DAVIS: ' S
(
L

"I, Harold A. Martin, make the !'ollﬂm.ng statemant  ¥]
to Spec1al Agerzt John Riley Smith of the "edera.l Bureamn of Investizat im'

. "February 19, 1954

FAYY

\’r'_-:

.. "I was formerly employed by the Federel Bureau cof
Investis'ation as a special agent, and served in that capacity from
November 1934 until Novembe* 1939. In the spring of 1935, while working
on the Barker-Karpis case, I assisted in the avprehension of one Volney -
Davis on North Waller Street in Chicago, Illinois; on June lst of that
year. Speci Agent E. H. Wllllams a.nd I had been wai'omu for several

- . i - -
ROV Y,
APPROVED AND C { P A DO NOT WRITK IN THESK SPACES

A s)2)sd | 4 S "Jé’ /J-Bﬁéz

- . ‘cormsorTHis nerort | 88 T D '
(2)= Bireaun (7-574) s 72 &%ﬁ:‘
3 = Hinnearolis (7-30)(1 USA,

3+, Panl)
- Circinmati (7-43)

2
1 = FMiami  (7=24)

PROPER®Y OF IBI-TNIS CONFIDEHR:I.:!EPGRT AND TS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE IOITSTO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF

AGENCY TO WRICH LOANED. ' ) . 6. coTRsmT s .
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"jars for 2 telenhone call from Viss Helenm Brres, 1044 Narth *iller
- St.. Whilé waiting'we were living in a rented room nearby. On June lst
*.. . she ¢alled and informed me ‘that Volney Davis would be at her home-in‘:
. ° about one half an hour, ' This information was’ immedlately relayed by - -
. me to the Chicago Bureau Of‘cce. Following this,’ Special Agent W1T1ians CE
- and I proceeded with the Bureau car to the 1rtersection of Waller and
SRR " Thomas Streets where at’ approximat-ly 2:55 PM,® we ‘qobserved 3 Ford V-R
“+,. . .. coupe driven by the subject Volney Davis which, ‘he’ parked immedlately .
7.+ % " in front of Miss Byrnes' home, Davis went into Miss Byrmes'! home and ‘;:
¢ s . . - while he was still in there, Special, Agent -in Charge Melvin H. Purvis .
© 7.1 7 arrived, accompanied by several other agents of the Bureau. Purvis j,
and SDecial Agent Suran took a position between two nelghborlng houses .
where they could observe me. I had driven the Bureau car into a oos1tion
shortly behind the Ford which was being driven by the subject where I -
. could command a_clear view of the house. “hen Miss Byrnes and the
snbject came out of the house I gave the signal to Purvis and Suran. Ny
. pr=sent reccllection is that Suran, in taking the subject into custody
" just as he was opening his car door, pushed Davis into the car and a shot
was fired, There was no other altercation and Davis was quickly hand-
‘cuffed, placed in the Bureau car and taken to the Chicago Bureau Office,
I wes irnstricted by Special Arcent in Charce Purvis tc take Davis' eor tn
Clark=Van Buren ”areﬁﬂ vhere it was to be searched and evamined far
fingerprints, I was ascisted in the sezrch by Special aAgent Max Chaffeiz,
I also cellected the heavier fire amms from the other agen®s 2t the scens
and returned them to the Bureau Office in the subject 's car,

"I have no present recollection of se 1ng the subject
Dav1s subsejuent to that time except momentarily vhile he was in custody
at the Chizazo Bureau Office, I have no recollection of how long he was

- Kept at the Chicavo Office. SRR TR -.'f'f - :

, "At no time during the arrest or subsequent thereto -
vhave I ever had any .conversations with Volney Davis, It is my recollection
“  from the mementary glance that I had of him during the period of his
" custody at the Chicago Office that he was shackled with leg irons and _
‘handcuffs. I have no recollection that these shackles .were attached to a
‘cot, pipe, radiator or any other piece of furniture or fixture., I have
no knowledge of whether he was allowed visitors or permitted toTSee anyone
during this period of custody. I never heard Davis make any reauest to
make a phone call or to see a lawyer, It is my recollection that at the
time of the arrest there was no resistance on the part of Dav1s.k R

i S ﬂ...‘ o . FET Lo e T 2
e e T - PR <. R T A AL LR L




"I can cztezorically dony that T made zny rromisces
to Davis of cny sort or ever told him that "We are all lawyers and -ve
will take care of you." Since I have no recollection of every having
guarded Davis vhile in custody ‘I cannot testify. regarding food and -
© - refreshments furnished him dtrlng the period of his ﬂustody 1n the *7'5
© F.B.I.Office. . - E s
o ”-"I have read tHe above stﬁtement consistin Tof L
- two (2) pages, of which this is the .second (2nd) and last page, and
o acknowledge i+ to be true’ to the best of my knoWledce and. bnllef. o $§ﬁ'

ditness: __j:f;- ,i;l R :‘:J' ;” "J"":;n.} T p~if -
JOHI! *n;r smm FBI, Miami, Florida. = |

' _ Mr. MARTIN stated that in his opinion VOLN“Y DAVIS was
comnle*ely surprised when placed under arrest. He believes that DAVIS threw
up his hands 25 he fell back intn the cz2r and that his hand hif the —m hong
~f Qneaigl foont STTAN causing the gun to be discharzed in the cor, Ho stotad
*hat he Zid not soe any mistrestment of DAVIS durine the arrest or foll v

the grrest,

AT WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA

This Jn*'Pstioation wes conducmﬂ by SA ROB:PT W. WISZ AL

. }’r. HARTY W. ST'SWA‘?T, Law flrm of Ward’ aw and S evart
1401 Harvey ‘ixildm_,, furnished the following signed stote-nent concpmmg his
knnwlﬂdge of the arrost of VOLN:Y DAVISP - o

i 7. wiest Palm Beach, Florids

s la U :.' . o _' February 19, 1954 T

. "I Harry W. Stewart Jr., ‘do hereby ma.lfe the -
follom.ng true and VOluntary statement to Robert W. Wiseman who has
identified himself to me as a Special Avent of the F‘edﬂra.l Bur=za: of
J'nvestiaatlon. : .

.

‘ i : "I reside at 225 El Pueblo W‘.y, Palm Beach, Fle“ida,
_and am a member of the law firm of Wardlaw & Stewart with offices at - _
1401 Hzrvey 2fi1dinz, “lest Palm Beach, Florida.
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"o recollection of events surrounding the arrest

of Volney Davis, 2 Federal fu”l*lve, An Chicage, I1linois, during
- . %7 I

June 1935,L 13 as follows: 3 T TN TN

. r" e

"I was then a Special Agent bf the Fed@ral‘ uTEan % ;,i:.

"fof Inﬁost ation ASslgned "6 the Chicago office. On &’ ‘Saturday, ebomt

-June 1, 1935) ‘our Chicago office received information that Volney '

Davis was in toWn and expncted to visit a girl friend, name’and address- e

‘  not ‘recalled other than in Austin, in metropolitan Chicago, ‘at her~'yf o
~ apartment and was expected to take this girl friend to a beuty shopy~. » ©
. address not recalled but not far distant from her apartment, I was- {

assizned to go to the beauty shop.> Later we were informed that Volney™
Davis had been arrested by our agents at his girl friend's apartment
and to return to the Chicago office, Davis was arrested during the

afternoon at aporoximately 3 o'clock to oy recollection. B g\f”:} 7u=\w

P ? k “Upon my return to our office T was assigned, with

“- a group of other agents, to serve a shift as guard for Davis, I .-

remained at the office until the early morning of the following day, .
Sunday, and looked in upon Davis off and on during this time, Davis.: -
was being held in a private office at headquarters and to my recol= 7~=-7
lection was not restrained by handcuffs of other devisecs other tha-

the wetchfulness of the agents. Davists attitude was most co-orerative,
nlezsant and friendly at 21l times, I recz2ll hearing Davis ez on ~ne
occasion that it was a relief to be picked up, that he was thinking of
turning himself in because he was tired of punning. I have no recol-
lection that Davis was ever shackled to a cot, radiator or othervise .
during the time he was at the Chicago office.- At no time in mr nresence
did Davis ask to use a phone or to call an attorney nor were promises
made to Davis that if he entered a plea of guilty he would get a term -

of years, nor did anyone make the statement to Davis "we are all lawrers
and we will take care of you.," Neither, in my presence, was Davis refusad
food, refreshments, or sleep vhen 'he gso desired, and I have & faint:. .-
recollection of having seen food on a tray unon the table..-w”f:i

»_?’l};;f_:, "As prev1ously stated, I went oft duty durina the

.'very early morning of Sunday and was re-called to the Chicago office. .

ok

. that evening to be a member of a squad of six agents who were to: “*.-sxﬁ_“
- transport Volney Davis to St. Paul, Minnesota. We left Chicaoo that- .

evening by private plane and “avis was transported handcuffed and with )
leg irons, I sat in the seet directly in front of Davis’ and during thP S
entiro trip ho wg; qlite‘ploasgnt,and uncomplaining except as tohthg S

EY e -~ A B Loe - " S e
e - : “w L - - N .- - - . " - N o 1

e N



Mrawr bimnass natvre of the ride vhen we ercountered evtremsl- kil vagitvern
eonditicrc,  Tre weather foreced us to male twn emerzener landin~« a* on
airport of iladison, isconsine. The first time we were crouinded fer ohont
an hour and then dcparted, but were forced to retum n’-er ahat 0N £w 2D

. rinutes in the zir, and tnzs time we remained gronded until ne=r d-7
breal, Davis madc no complaints during the trip other tha- 2z to tlﬁ
wem . weacher. and roughness cf the ride, and slept a good rnart of tha time ov-
E . plane was on the ground. During one part of the grounded waitinz pericd,
... Davis was taken out of the plane at his reqnest so he could urinate, stretch

his legs and get some fresh air, the roughness of the ride having made his
_ stomach uneasy., He was taikative and in a good humor during this rest .
interval. We were finally able to leavec about day break on Monday 4,’ﬁ'-
arriving shortly thereafter at the U. S. Naval Air Station in Minnesnolis,
Vinnesota and turned Dav1s over to aaents of our St Paul, hinnesota FBI
office. el ,-=;~:'ﬂ.,; ;.f ._; . ;: -"’-'f’n" S R T

ot it "I have read this statement of two pages and it igw”;
true and co*rect to the best of my recollection. o

P . o Te

) "HAPRY w. STF'WART JR. e

oW 1 3 .

-~ (‘

TN Sf. ‘ - : ) R

\‘ T . H

ROBERT U. WISJMAN Special Avent FBI ami, Florida, February 79, l9‘h.

These signed statements are beinv malntalned 1n the "
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CINCINNATI PHM
REPORT.MADE AT DA‘I"‘! WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADK BY
NEW YORK 2/25/5y 2/19,23,2/5% EUGENE Re CLARK, JRe
rms ALVIN KARPIS, was (deseased)s ARTHUR Ra BARKER,| CHARAcTEworcass | ;f R
was (deceased]; VOLNEY DAVIS, was; BT AL; CIDMPTRG
EDWARD GEORGE-BREMER w VICTIN T I
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: = o Lt N “

Fermer SA HEADLE! ﬁ:niahod cignod ltat.anent concerning h:ll rocoueetion ct the
apprehensien and transportation of VOINEY DAVISe HEADLEY did me$ participate
in the actual apprehensiom er interrogatior ef DAVIS; however, he reealls that’
DAVIS was handcuffed and put in leg irens while detained in the Chicage Offiee
and while being transported to St,Paul, HEADLEY stated that DAVIS was treated,
as syother fugitive and recalls that he was fed several occasions while in his
presencey At no time while in HEADLEY!S presence did DAVIS request an atterney
nor were any proniscs »ads $0 DAVIS in his presencey, Investigatien in NY . -
reflects former SA ANDERSON presently residing in Whittier, Californiag -

eEC e Q/"Q o

On Pebruary 2h, 1954, FRANK M, HEADLEY was interviewsed by
SA JOHN We JOYCE and the writer, at which time he furnished
the foellowing signed statement concerning his reeollectiom
of VOLNEY DAVIS at the time of his capture in chioago on
June 1, 19350 ' . |

DETAILS:

T Ty s i
, .

£ 'Ncr York, NeYs
St !’ebruary 24, 195

%I, Frank M, Headley, made the following free and veluntary
statement to John '. Joyce and Eugene Ry Clark, Jre, who have identified
thensslves to me as Special Agents eof the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
I mltzo that t.hil atatement ny be ued 1n a court of lal.

N L\;} n@’ ¢ “* o " ~‘ P
”.?&';'::.'2 E{ ’
UU' f “. ¥

VeV T
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*I am President of H-R Representatives, Ince,, 380 Madison Avenne,
New York, NeYey, and I was formerly employed as a Special Agent of the - -

I"ederal Bureau of Invutigat.ion tro- January, ]93h through Dtcember, 1936.

'I was usigned to t.he Chicago ofﬁce of the rederal Bureau of

Investigation under Special Agent in charge, Melvin Pnrvis, during tha

- period approximately March 25 through August 15, 1935

'On Saturday aftemoon, Jnn. 1, 1 was acsigned with uveral other

agents to assist in the apprehension of Volney Davise I was not hmed:lately

- present at the time of his apprehension, but was in the general vicinity, Lftor

Davis was apprehended, we joined the other agents who had made the capture, and
all returned to the office, He was taken to one of the rocms in the office where
he was hand-cuffed and leg irons put on hims, This was done as a presautionary

. measure because Davis had prniouly eacapod tro- a.gents of the Bureau some

o hc entered a plea of euilty he would bo given loniency. P

time previonsly. e I AR .

*I was not in attendance durmg the tine of nis mterrogation, n 1ch
hsted until the following daye During the time he was there, he was provided
with sleeping facilities and food, We left the office sometime in the middle ef
the afternoon om Sunday, June 2, and took him out to the Chicago airport, where
the office had arranged for a chartered airplane to fly him to Ste Paule All
the time he was in the airplane, he was hand~cuffed and in leg irons, fer security
reasons, En route to Ste Paul, we were delayed six or seven hours at Madison,
Wisconsin because of bad weather conditions; however, while on the ground at the
airport in Madison, feod was provided to him, We completed the trip to Ste Paul,
arriving there Monday morning, June 3, at about 9:00 AMe He was immediately ,
turned over to Special Agents from the St. Paul ofﬁ.ce who were there with cars
totransporthinintotam. . G, S R S

"At no time rhen I was proaent do I recall his naldng any request

to see an attomey, nor were any promises made to him in my presenu that 12

[y

. "At all ti-el that. he was 1; w cuatody he was treated as axv othor :
fngitive and was aceordod 311 pr:lvilagu commensurate with the a:ltution.

L3 i havo md the abon otatement lnd 1t :I.a true md correct to thc

'beat of-yknowledge. \ SR RN

o
e <

‘ -"iﬁe,sOdf. sl T Ee A e s -{ .~'. A:« : L

Eugene R, lark, Jr., Special Agent, F.B.I., 2/2!;/5& at n!c.
John W, Joyce, Special Agent, FeBels, 2/24/54 at NYCe"
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. In addition to the above statement,HEADLEY edvised that he was not
actually assigned to the case and that he merely usieted .'m the epprehene:lon
and tra.neportation of t.he enbject, VOLNE! DAVIS. R R ;. PR Ao e

.

. HEADLEY explained that'hie could not recall whether DAVIS was™
represented by counsel, arraigned before a United States Commissioner, or
whether he was advised of his eonstitutional rizhte,inaemoh as he did not

" £ . .
3 A . ".,.'“A

x : : - . s r

' eit-i.n on the 1nterrogation ef DAVIS. *_ SR R Bgna

. HEADLEY advised that he did not recall whether DAVIS was shackled SO

to & cot, pipe, or radiater while being held in the Chicago Office of the *’*'f'f
Bureauy HEADLEY stated that at no time while DAVIS was in his presence did
he hear anyone neke the etatement 'l‘e e’ all hwyere and we ':111 take care
ofyon." N . , : =y : .

. d ; : s ":J'

- Inveetigation at lew Iork City reflects that former SA HAROLD

Be ANDERSON is presently employed by the National Board of Fire Undemiten
Sox 311, Whittier, Californis, and that he preeent.ly resides at 51;6 ‘l'edemory
Drive, Wnittier, Californiae - , s _

The e.tgned etatenent by I{ELDLE! 1e being retained as an exhibit in
instant file,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT MIN'NEAPOLIS FILE No.

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
3 WHICH MADE

2/25/5h 2/11,15-19,23/5k| SIGURD FLAATA DMD

VOLNEQDAVIS s-Wass; ET AL; J

REPORT MADE AT

MI NNEAP OLIS

CHARACTER OF CASK

EDWARD GEOIEE BREMER - VICTIM KIDNAPING

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: .

GEORGE HRISEY, former AUSA, stated he handled prosecution of defendants
who entered pleas of not guilty in instant case and that GEORGE SULLIVAN,
USA (deceased) represented- gevernment at arraigmment and sentencing of
VOLNEY DAVIS. HEISEY stated that he interviewed VOLNEY DAVIS' girlfriend: ;..
EDNA MURRAY who became witness for gevernment; however, advised he made ne
oromi ses to EDNA MURRAY that VOLNEY DAVIS would receive light sentence if
vlea of guilty entered. HEISEY advised no information ever came to him
indicating any mistreatment of DAVIS or any violation of DAVIS'
constitutional rights by anyone. NORTON RISEDORPH, former chief jailer,
Ramsey County Jail, stated DAVIS incarcerated Ramsey County Jail 6/3-13/35
and that on day of departure for Leaverworth Penitentiary CAVIS shook hands
with RISEDORPH and thanked him for kind and courteous treatment received.
RISELORPH stated that not once during ten days in custody did DAVIS make
any complaint concerning treatment received at hands of Bureau agents
and made no complaints that he had ever been denied right to call an attorne
JOHN C. CE COURCY, attorney, reaffirmed his affidavit and stated DAVIS, whe
interviewed at Ramsey County Jail, advised he did not want an attorney.
Signed statements reaffirming aff1dav1ts ob tained from JOHN C. D& COURCY,
WILLIAM H. ECKLEY, JAMES M, KLEES, JOSEPH T. LYNCH, JACK B. MACKAY and

» EDNARD R, PICHA. PICHa, former court bailiff, advised he was hired as
guard by USM and was handcuffed and leg-ironed to DAVIS on trip to
Leavenworth Penitentiary. PICHA stated that as train was passing over
a bridge DAVIS told him he would have taken "a dive" through the train
window into the river if he wasn't mannacled., PICHA also stated DAVIS
threatened "to get him" on arrival at Leavenworth after PICHA pointed out »
DAVIS to prison officials as having something in his hands which was ///J/

ed

determined to be a piece of watch spring. USM Office, St., Paul, advis
all deputies assignment 1lists prier to 1940 destroyed. RONALD HAZEL,
at’oorney, St. Paul, advised he recalled attending armlgmnent of DaVIS and

e 7] ’éﬁ R U"f"“ e N e =}
bt e By 715 76 — /53 5/ Recoroen-as
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SYNOPSIS CONTI NUED

advised indictment read to DMVIS and that DAVIS told the court he did not
want an attorney. Victim EDWARD GEORGE BREMER stated he was unable to
recall whether he was in court at arraigmment anmd sen*enzinz of VILNEY
DAVIS and unable to reccll any conversation with DaVIS. TLGJIS GOLLOP,
reporter, stated he vrote article "I can't ¥an" vhich appeared St. Paul
"Daily News" June 3, 1935, wherein DiVIS stated that he had considered
giving himself up s x months before his apprehension. GOLIOP stated
"Daily News" out of business and no records available to reflect reporters
assignments in 1935. Identification record for VOLLEY NLVIS, FBI LCO-LL1,
set out,

DETAILS:

.t Mimeapolis and St., Paul, Minneso*a

Mr. CEORGS HZISEY, referee in bankruptcy, 309 0ld Post Office,
(inncavolis, advisad that he was an Lissistant Uzited States ,ttorney in
St. Paul in the Department of Justice in 1935. Mr. HOISEY stated that
he handled the major portion of the trial work of ths Unitzd States
.ttornev's Office at S5. Paul during the period that he was an assistant
ard that he recalled that whenever any of the defendants in the Bremer
Kianaoving case or other major cases handled by United States nttorney's
Office at that time, indicated that they desived to -nter a plea of
guilty, ¥r. HEISCY stated that Mr. GEORCE SULLIV.N, Urdited States
sttorney at that time, (1.'w d:zceased) would represent the government
in court. ir. HE1SEY statcd that he definitely rcocalls that with
reference to VOLNEY Da71S8, i, SULLIV..N represcnted the government in court
at DLVIS!' arraignment and senl:ncing and that he (FEISEY) was occupied in
his office in 5t. Paul preparings cases against the other defendants in
the Bremer Kidnzping case. Mr. HEISEY stated further that he had no
conversation or direct contact with I, VIS and that he knew no promises
were made to DuVIS to enter a plea af guilty. Mr. HSISZY stated that he
recalled that he had conversations with VOLMEY LaVIS' girlfriend, EDN.
MURR.Y, who bccame a witness for the government and that he made no
promises to EDNa MURRaY that VOALNEY DaVIS would receive a light sentence
if he entered a plea of guilty. Mr. HEISZY stated that no informetion
ever came to him which would indicate any wistreatment of VOLNEY DWVIS
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or any violation of DLVIS' constitutional rights by anyons or that D.VIS
was held inconmunicado and not permitted to sce an attorney if he desired
one.

NCRTCON RIHZIORPH, Criminal Deputy Sheriff, Ransey Couniyv
Sherifi's Cfiice, Remscy Jourty Court House, 3t. Panl. ~ruined ta-t
acenrdirng to hLis racords, VOLIEY IVERETT D.VIS was recelwred at the e
Ramsey Courty Jail oo June 3, 1935. charge ccnspiracv to I dnap.
Mr. RISEDOKPY stat.ao tha% his records rzflested thut the Uiatea States
Marshal a2t St. Paul took custady of DLVIS on June 13; 1935, on waich
date D.VIS was teker to Learvenwerth Penitentiary ot L.eavenmuorth, Kansas.
RISELDORPH statad thzb he resalled a2 letter which VOLARY TalVTS vrote to his
mother aand rzlatives f{rom the Raamsey Couty Jail on ounc 3. 193E, and
stated that inasmuch 2s he was chief jailer at iamtey Couabty Jeil at the
timc, ke toox TOLNEY UVISY leiver to Sheriff THOLW.S GIZSCYS wvhe iastracted
kis secretary, irs. VIR GINL. 3CH7ITZ, to make a cencurze cogy of the same,
which is still maintained in *he files of the Ramsey Coust,; Sheriffis Office.

Mr, RISZIPORPH sta“ed that he was untble to loczts any visitore
record sineebt for VOLNFY DT..VIS: however, rzcalied th=t D.VIH had the
rrivilege of calling any ate~iaey he desired ancd trat it was his
reecllection thet DLVIS never made any complaints th2t he 1~d be = denied
his right to calling an at*oracy., Mr. RISEDORPY clso stoted that it was
his recollection *hat L.VIS had ncever made ans compizints ccncerning
trecatment which he had rcee®ved at the hands of I'SBI a2gerts or anyone clse
and recalled further that on the day DiVIS deprried for Leavenworth
Penitentiary, D.ViS shook honds with RISE20RPH and Uranked him for the kind
and courteous treatlincnt which he had received 2t tihe Rawssy Jcunty Jail.
Mr. RISECRPH advised tiav aluhough he had no writter ezord of calli
assigmment for VCLNSY L..VI3, he recalled personally that VCLMEY DWVIS was
incarcercted in £cll B or the second floor of the Rzmsey Comnty Jail and
that Cell B has mever been considered any form of solicary confineenc
and that he rseailed that no extra guard was meintairzd for DaVIS.

In conclusicn Mr, RISEDORPH stated that it was bhis recollection
that DaVIS was a model prisoner who was always in good spirits and that
for the above reascis ne ashed DaVIS if he would care to meet Mrs. VIRGINIA
SCHAITZ, secrctary tc Sheriff GIBBONS.

Mr. RISSLOIPH stated that he recalled introducing ¥Mrs. SCHVITZ
to VOLNEY DAVIS and that VOLNZY DiLVIS made no complaints whatscever to
her and that thcir conversation was entirely pleasant.
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Mrs., VIRGINIA SCHWITZ, Secretary to Sheriff TOM GIB3ONS,
Ramsey County, St. Paul, stated that she recalled obtaining permission
from chief jailer RISEDORPH to interview VOLNEY DAVIS in RISEDORPH'S
presence and that although she is unable to recall any specific details B
concerning her conversation, she stated that DAVIS appeared in good
spirits and made no complaints whatsoever concerning the treatment which
he had received. .

JOHN C., TE COURCY, attorney at lat, St. Paul Building, St. Paul,
furnished the following statement reaffirming his affidavit:

"Feb; 16, 1954

"7, John C. DeCourcy, give the following statement of my own
free will to Special agent Sisurd Flaata of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation. I was an attorney at law duly licensed to
practice at the City of St. Paul, Minnesota in 1935 and have
continued to be so engaged since said yezr, and have my office
at 306 St. Paul Building, St. Paul. On April 12, 1940, I made
an affidavit concerning matters with respect to Volney Davis
which transpired on or about June 3, 1935 at St. Paul, Minnesota.
A copy of this affidavit is before me at the present time and I -
have read it. That affidavit given by me was true when it was
made and there is nothing further I can add to it. I reaffirm
the affidavit. '

"/s/ John C. DeCourcy
"Witness:

"/s/ Sigurd Flaata _
"Sigurd Flaata, Svecial Agent, FBI "

Mr, DB COURCY stated that he recalled that EDNA MURRAY, a girlfriend
of VOLNEY DAVIS, came to his office concerning the title to a car and that
although he was unable to recall many specific details concerning this
transaction, Mr., DE COURCY stated that he believed EDNA MURRAY paid him
$300 and was to pay $500 additional when his work was finished. Mr.

DE COURCY stated that he believed EDMA MURRAY inquired concerning
repossession of an automobile which VOLNEY DAVIS was belicved to have

title to at the time. Mr, DE COURCY stated that he recalled he had no
difficulty making an appointment to confer with VOLNEY DAVIS at the Ramsey
County Jail and that he interviewed DAVIS privately and that DAVIS made no
request of him for legal assistance or indicated that any of his rights had
been infringed upon in any way,
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Mr, WILLIAM H., ECKLEY, United States Commissioner, Sti Paul,
Minnesota, furnished the following statement reaffirming his affidavit:

"St. Paul, Minnesota
February 17, 1954

"I, William H. Eckley, give the following statement of my
own free will to Special Agent 3izurd Flaata of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. I have been a deputy clerk of the
United States District Court for the District of Minnesota
since September 15, 1931, and United States Commissioner for
the District of Minnesota since October 26, 1949, and that
I am so employed in hoth positions at the present time, and
have been constantly from the aforementioned dates.

"That on or about April 9, 1940, I made an affidavit
concerning matters with respect to Volney Davis which transpired
on or about June 3, 1935, at St. Paul, Minnesota. A copy of
this affidavit is before me at this time. I have read it. Said
affidavit was in connection with a writ of habeas corpus which
Volney Davis had filed in the United States District Court for
the Northern District of California.

"S:3d affidavit given by me was true to the best of my
knowledge and belief when made. My recollection at that time
was much clearer than it mnow is. I therefore recaffirm said
affidavit..

"/s/ william H. Eckley
William H. Eckley

"WITNSSSe

v/s/ 3igurd Flaata
Sigurd Flaata, opecial Agent, FBI "

Mr. JAMES M. KLEES (formerly special agent) attorney in charge,
:St. Paul Branch, Securities and Exchange Commission, LOO Pioneer Building,
St. Paul, furnished the following signed statement reaffirming his
~affidavits




"St, Paul, Minnesota
February 15, 1954

"I, James M. Klees, give the following statement of my own
free will to Special Agent S. Flzata of the Federal Burcau of
Investigation., I was a Special agent of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation from March, 1934 until August 1936 and am now
employed as an Attorney for the U. S. Securities & Exchange
Commi ssion.

"on April 12, 1940, I made an affidavit concerming matters
with respect to Volney Davis which transpired on or about June
3, 1935 at St, Paul, Minnesota. A copy of this affidavit is
before me at the present time. I have read it. This affidavit
was in connection with a writ of habeas corpus which Volney
Davis had filed in the United States District Court of the
Northern District of California.

"That affidavit given by me was true when it was made. It
is true now. There is nothing further T can add to it. I
reaffirm the affidavit.

n/g/ James M, Klces
James M. Klees

"¥itness:

n/s/ Sigurd Flaata .
Sigurd Flaata, Special Agent, FBI "

Mr. KLEES stated that due to the notorious character of the
defendants in this case and also due to the widespread newspaper
publicity given to the trial, he has had frequent occasion to refresh
his memory of the events which transpired in the case through discussion
of various incidents with his friends and acquaintances. Mr, KLSES
stated that he recalled that DAVIS requested the indictment be read
at the arraignment on June 3, 1935 2nd that he also recalls that Judge
JOYCE inquired of DAVIS whether he desired an attorney and that DAVIS
answered Judge JOYCE in obscens, blasphemous, flippant manner, in effect
"T don't want any shyster representing me."

JOSEPH T. LYNCH, former deputy clerk of court, furnished the
following statement reaffirming his affidavit:



"St. Paul, Minnesota
Feb. 16, 19Sh

"I, Joseph T. Lynch, give the following statement of my own
freec will to Special Agent Sigurd Flaata of the Federal Rureau
of Investigation, I reside at 1610 Beach Strect, St. Paul,
Minn, and I am presently employed as bartencer at 1784 East
Minnehaha aivenue, St. Paul, Minn. I was on the third day of
June, 1935, and for more than a year prior thereto and for
about a year subsequent to said date, an acting Deputy Clerk
of the United “tates District Court for the District of
Minnesota attached to that office at St. Paul, Minnesota, in
the Third Division of said District.

"0On April 9, 1940, I mnde an affidavit concerning matters
with respect to Volney Davis, which transpired on or about
June 3, 1935 at St. Paul, Minn., A copy of this affidavit is
beforec me at the present time and I have read it., This affidavit
was in conmnection with a writ of habeas corpus which Volney Davis
had filed in the United States District Court of the Northern
District of California., That affidavit given by me was true
when it was made and there is nothing further I can add to it.
I reaffirm the affidavit.

"/s/ Joseph T, Lynch

wiitness: /s/ Sigurd Flaata, Special igent, F.B.I. "

Mr. JACK B. MACKAY, Associzated Press, LO3 Dispatch Building,
St. Paul, furnished thes following statcment reaffirming his affidavits

"I, Jack B, Mackay, give the following statement of my own free
will to Special Agent Sigurd Flaata of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

"On the third day of June, 1935, and ever since that time I have
been employed by The Associated Press with offices at St. Paul,
Mimn., and among other duties it has been my duty to gather and
report news for The Associated Press. On the third day of

June, 1935, I wrote a story which set forth in substance an
interview which was correctly published in the St. Paul Pioneer
Press on June L, 1935, under thec caption of "Can't Beat These
G-Guys," Davis says, "Had It On Me." I furnished an affidavit
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"concerning this matter on April 12, 1940, a copy of which I
have read, and I have also read a copy of the above mentioned
story which I wrote on June L, 1935, That affidavit given by
me was true when it was made and there is nothing further
that I can add to it. T reaffirm the affidavit.

"/s/ Jack B. Mackay

"y¥itnesss
n/s/ Sigg;d Flaata )
"Feb, 18, 1954, "
Mr, MACKAY stated that he recalled that when he interviewed
VOLNEY DAVIS, DAVIS did not aprear in any manner to have been mistreated
and appeared to be in good humor and made no complaint to Mr. MACKAY
whasoever concerning his treatment. Mr., MACKAY stated that he recalled

that he interviewed VOLNEY DAVIS privately and that DAVIS made no
request of him to obtain the assistance of counsel or any other assistance.

Mr, MACKAY advised that ROBERT THOMPSON, former reporter for the
St. Paul "Dispatch Pioneer Press" was presently in Washington, D.C., and
could be located through the offices of the St. Paul Dispatch, 808 Albee
Building, Washington, D.C. N '

By letter dated February 19, 195L, the Washington Field Office
was requested to locate and interview ROBERT THOMPSON and also refresh
THOMPSON*S memory with a clipping of a story "Wolney Davis Brought Here
By Plane, Pleads Guilty to Bremer Conspiracy" published in the St. Paul
"Dispatch" June 3, 195L, which was mentioned in the affidavit submitted
by ROBERT THCMPSON in 1940.

At Alexandria, Minnesota

EDWARD R. PICHA, residence 1419 Broadway, aAlexandria, furnished
the following statement reaffirming the affidavit which he submitted in
1940:

"Alexandria, Minn.
Feb, 17, 1954

"I, Edward R. Picha, give the following statement of my own
free will to “pecial Agent Sigurd Flaata of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation. On the third of June, 1935, and for several
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"years prior thereto and for several years after said date,

I was the court bailiff for Honorable Matthew M. Joyce, Judge
of the United States District Court for the District of
Minnesota. I presently reside at Alexandria, Minnesota

where T am engaged in the wholesale beer business. On

April 9, 19L0, I made an affidavit with respect to Volney
Davis and which concerned matters which transpired on or about
June 3, 1935 at St, Paul, Minnesota, A copy of this affidavit
is before me at the present time and I have read it. This o
affidavit given by me was true when it was made and there is
nothing further T can add to it. I reaffirm the affidavit.

n/s/ Edward R. Picha

"Witness: /s/ Sigurd Flaata, Special Agent, F.B.I. n

Mr, PICHA stated that he recalled the VOLNEY DAVIS case very
clearly inasmuch as he was formerly the court bailiff and also for the
reason that he was hired by the United States Marshal's Office to assist
in the transportation of Davis and other prisoners from St. Paul to
Leaverworth Penitentiary. Mr. PICHA stated that he recalled that he
was handcuffed to CAVIS and that he was also mannacled to DAVIS with a
lzg iron. PICHA stated that he sat with DAVIS during the entire trip
on the train to Leavenworth and that they departed from 5t. Paul at
approximately 3:00 p.m. on June 13, 1935, arriving at Leavenworth at
approximately 9:00 a.m. on June 1k, 1935. PICHA stated that at no time
during the trip did DAVIS complain to him or any mistreatment whatsoever
at the hands of FBI agents or anyone ¢lse, nor that he had been denied
his right to an attorney.

PICHA stated that he recalled that as the train was passing
over a bridge enroute to Leavenworth, DAVIS told him that he would have
taken "a dive" through the train window into the river in an attempt to
escapc if he was not mannacled. PICHA stated that he also recalled that
upon arrival at Leavenworth Penitentiary, DAVIS threatened "I'1l get you
for this" after PICHA pointed DAVIS out to prison officials at Leavenworth
as having something in his hands, which, upon search, turned out to be a
plece of watch spring. PICHA stated further that prison officials
immediately took DAVIS into a room where he was stripped and a thorough
search of DAVIS!' clothing revezled four or five more pieces of watch
spring which PICHA stated DAVIS might use to pick locks or handeuffs,
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at St, Paul, Minnesota

RONALD HAZEL, partner, law firm, Bundlie, Kelly, Finley
and Maun, Hamm Building, St. Paul, stated that he recalled that he was
a law clerk for the Honorable JOHN B, SANBOAN, United States District
Court Judge, St. Paul, during the trial of the defendants in the Bremer’
Kidnaping case during 1935. Mr. H.ZEL advised thut he was present at
the arraignment of VOLNEY DAVIS on June 3, 1935 and recalled that
DAVIS asked that the indictment be read to him. Mr, HAZEL stated he
clearly recalled this for the reason that the indictment was excecedingly
lengthy and stated that he also recalled that Judge MATTHEW M. JOYCE, who
presided, questioned DaVIS whether he wanted an attorney and that DaVIS
stated that he did not want a lawyer.

EARL MORRISON, Chief Deputy Marshal, United States Marshal's
Office, Federal Courts Building, St. Paul, stated that he was hired as
a guard by the Marshal's Office to assist in the transportation of
prisoners to Leavenworth in 1935. Mr. MORRISON stated that he was
unable to recall any conversation with DAVIS enroute and that JOHN
FARRELL, United States Marshal, who was in charge of the office is
presently deceased. Mr, MORRISON stated no record are available relative
to the deputies assignments prior to 1940 inasmuch as the same have been
destroyed. In this regard, Mr, MORRISON stated that he had no
recollection concerning the names of any deputies who may have
transported VOLN7Y DAVIS from the Ramsey County Jail to the Federal
Courts Building on the date DAVIS was sentenced; on June 7, 1935.

EDWARD GEORGE BREZMER (victim in instant case) President,
Commercial “tate Bank, St. Paul, upon interview stated that he was unable
to recall whether he was in attendance at the arraignment or sentencing
of VOLNSY DAVIS in 1935. Mr, BREMER stated that the only incident
pertinent to DAVIS that he could recall was that former SAC HAROLD
ANDERSEN requested him to come to the offices of the FBI in the Federal
Courts Building to personally observe DAVIS. However, Mr, BREMER stated
that he was unable to recall any conversation with DAVIS,

LOUIS GOLLOP, reporter, St. Paul "Dispatch Pioneer Press",
St. Paul, Minnesota, advised that he wrote the article "Gangman In On
Story Explains Plea" by VOLNZY DAIVS (As Told to A Daily News leporter)"
which appeared in the St. Paul "Daily News" June 3, 1935. This article
stated VOLNEY DAVIS considered giving himself up six months before he
was apprehended. Mr. GOLLOP stated that this article makes reference to
an interview which he had with EDNA MURRAY and that the above entitled

- 10 -
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story, according to GOLLOP, was a follow-up of his interview with EDNA
MURRAY. Mr. GOLLOP stated that the "Daily News" went out of business

and that there are no records available which would reflect reporters!
assignments or otherwise further identify "Daily News" articles which

were written relative to the Bremer Kidnaping in 1935.

The following identification record was receivecd from the
Bureau for VOLNZY TAVIS, FBI Number LOO-LL1:

Contributor Name Arrested
of and or
Fingurprints Number Received Charge Disposition

e

S
L
e
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Contributor Name Arrested
of and or :
Fingerprints Number Received Charge Disposition
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Contributor Name Arrested
of and or
Fingerprints Number Received Cherge Disposition

®
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Contributor Name Lrrested

of and or

Fingerprints Number Recei ved Charge Di sposition

- -

. By teletype dated February 12, 1954, the Bureau advised that A.H.
JOHNSON, former agent who was assigned to the Chicago Office in 1935, could
be located care of Investigators, Incorporated, Suite L0OS, 1209 South
LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois.

By airtel dated February 16, 1954, the Chicago Office was
requested to locate and interview former agent A. H. JOHNSON and obtain
a signed statement.

-1l -
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LEADS

CHICAGO CIVISION

At Chicago, Illinois

Will locate and interview Mr, A, H. JOHNSON (former agent)
care of Investigators, Incorporated, 1209 South LaSalle Street, along
the same lines as set out in the leads for the %iami Office in referenced
report, and obtain a signed statement from Mr. JOHNSON. It is noted in
the report of SA R. C. SERAN that A. H. JOHNSON participated in the search
of VOLNSY DAVIS after his apprechension on June 1, 1935. (Instant lead
was set out for the Chicago Division by Minneapolis airtel to Chicago
February 16, 195L.)

ASHINGTON FIZLD NIVISION

At Washington, D.C.

Will locate, interview and obtain a signed statement from ROBERT
THOPSCN reaffirming affidavit which he furnished in 1940. (It should be
note this lead was set out in referenced air mail letter from Minneapolis
to Wshington Field dated February 19, 1954, which enclosed a newspaper
clippng published in the St. Paul "Dispatch" June 3, 1935, under the
headiy; "Yolney Davis Brought Here By Plane, Pleads Guilty to Bremer
ConSptacyn,)

INNEARLIS DIVISION

At Minneapolis, Minnesota

Will advise the Bureau by daily summary of pertinent developménts
am the cart action in this case as instructed by the Burcau in referenced
airtel date February 18, 195L.

REFERENCE

Feort of SA SICURD FLAATA dated 2/12/5) at Mimneapolis.
Mimeapolis teletype to Iirector dated 2/18/5L.
Mimeapolis letter to Washington Field dated 2/19/5L.
Bureeu airtel dated 2/18/5L.

Minnespolis tzletype to Director dated 2/23/5L.

- 15 -
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- CHICAGO 2/25/5\ |2/19,22=2;/5l, | ROSWELL T. SPENCER RTS:njb
7 ALVIN KA@PIS, was (deceesed); I e o
. ARTHUR-R.“BARKER, was (doceased), \ KIDNAPING B
~ | - VOLNEY DAVIS, syas) ot " al” . Qi ) e RO

SYNOPSISOF FACTS: | .
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being in the Chicago Office or participating in the search
of an individual under the circumstances set out concerning -
the search of DAVIS in the Chicago Office June 1, 1935. A
review of the Chicago files fails to locate any logs or rece
ords which set forth the date and time DAVIS was received at
the Chicago Office or data concerning departure from Chicago
to St. Paul other than investigative reports. Chicago files
containt 1) original notes of former FBI stenographer LENORA
MARSCH taken at the. time the signed statement of DAVIS was
dictated.
1, 1935, but contained nothing in addition to contents of
statement; 2) an original waiver of removal signed by DAVIS
June 1, 1935 witnessed by SAs MELVIN H. PURVIS and R. C.
SURAN; 3) original (believed to be in DAVIS! handwriting)
manuscript entitled ™My Career in Crime™ dated August 9,
1935 aigned VOLNEY DAVIS. Review of Chicago files reflects
DAVIS interviewed subsequent to sentence on June 29, August
9, and August 23, 1935 during which he made no allegations
of mistreatment at time of arrest. S

e

T S ¥

"RUU- . {,:' k. 3 v:v . -‘ . <" .

ﬁk”

JOHNSON, Investigators Inoorporatal.

Former agent A. He JOHNSON unable. to recall VOLENY DAVIS - -

A

Original statement was dictated at 11310 PM, June (] -

DETAILS: - " AT CHICAGO: | Sl /,(/
Interview of Form%r | {ﬂ:v;“if'f3~‘:9ﬁziju:7575] ,qr--:i1; .
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Rookery Builcing, Suite [j05, 209 South La Salle Strest,
Chicago, Illinois was interviewed by SAs RAYMOND DR1SCOLL

‘and CLIFFORD A. GRILL on February 23, 1954« Mr. JOHNSON LB

advised that as of June 1, 1935 he was employed as a Special E
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and assigned to -
the Chicago Office. He stated that he could not recell::

VOLNEY DAVIS having been at the Chicago Office and could not
recall participating in the search of VOLNEY DAVIS or any .
other individual under the circumstances set out concerning

the search of DAVIS in the Chicago Office on June 1, 1935..

Mr. JOHNSON expressedhis desire to cooperate with the ~‘:'*‘,’
FBI in any way and stated that if in the future he could "v§€
recall the incident of the search of VOLNEY DAVIS, he would
immediately contact the Chicago Office.

Original Documents of Chicago
FBI Files Concernlng VOLNEY DAVIS:

The files of the Chicago Office concerning instant
case were reviewed by SAs CLIFFORD GRILL, JOSEPH A. LEHMAN,
ROBERT J. DENEEN, RAYMOND J. DRISCOLL, EDWARD KINZER, JR.,
JCSEPH WHEELER and the reporting agent. The files of the
Chicago Office contain the following:

le A note book containing the

original stenographic notes of

former FBI stenographer LENORA

MARSCH taken at the tlime the signed
statement of VOLNEY DAVIS was dictated °
in the Chicago Office on June 1, 1935.
The stenographic notes were reviewed

by Assistant Chief Cls rk MARY GRAY.

-Miss GRAY stated that according to "
the stenographic notes of LENORA MARSCH -
the statement was disctated at 11:10 PM
on June 1, 1935. Miss GRAY stated - = --

~ that the stenographic notes contained
nothing further in addition to the " - .
contents of the signed statement executed
by VOLNEY DAVIS on June 1, 1935. _ ;;‘
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which statement, according to the

stenographic notes, was witnessed

by R. C. SURAN, Special Agent and - LELE e

M. CHAFFETZ, Special Agent, Federal ' ST
'Bureau of Investigation, United -~ 77 . =
States Department of Justice, Chicago, .
Illinois. In addition, Miss GRAY R
.advised thet LENORA MARSCH is well - e
known to her and she believed that : - RN
LENORA MARSCH 1s still located in .m;¢ T e
Chicago, Illinois. 5 ;,(,, v,‘,;;,fy;; SR
2. An original waiver of removal
dated at Chicago, Illinois June 1,

1935 signed by VOLNEY DAVIS, witnessed
by MELVIN H. PURVIS, Special Agent ,
in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, United States Department of
Justice, Chicago, Illinois and R. C.
SURAN, Special Agent, Federal Bureau

of Investigation, United States
Department of Justice, Chicago,
Illinois.

3. An orighal manuscript (believed

to be in the handwriting of VOLNEY '

DAVIS) entitled "My Career in Crime"

dated August 9,.1935, signed VOLNEY .

DAVIS. ,

This manuscript was furnished to SA A. E. FARLAND

of the Kansas City Office of the FBI by VOLNEY DAVIS at which
time SA A. E. FARLAND stated that this document was written
in longhand by VOLEEY DAVIS and was given to him with the -
reservation that the same should be kept strictly confidentia1.~

' A review or the Chicago files failed to 1ocate any
logs or records which set forth the time and date DAVIS was.
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received at the Chicago Office or data concerning arrangements

‘made for food and refreshments to be served to DAVIS and no

data as to the time and date DAVIS departed from Chicago to - -

St. Paul other than that set out in investlgative reports.

s

Interviews With DAVIS - 1j ‘f“i,,;g ;}nfﬁ ’i;ﬂ'ﬁfila'ﬂ‘ -
Subsequent to Time of 3ﬁ,ﬁ 4;5_j--<;{ el U
Sentence , “;;‘ ' S -fﬁu" 1 T h ,g;;‘

on June 28, 1935 VOLNEY DAVIS was interviewed by
SAs A. E. FARLIAND and E. L. COCHRON at the Unlted States Peni-
tentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas. At the time of the interview
DAVIS stated that his parents, particularly his mother and
father, had come to the prison for the purpose of visiting
him and the visit was not allowed; that he had been visited
by an attorney, Mr. LEE BOND of Leavenworth, Kansas, who had
called on him at the request of his mother and father for the
purpose of getting certain porperty which had been taken from
him, particularly his money; that he wanted his parents to
get what money he had which had been taken from him. He was
advised that his automoblile had been confiscated by the
Government, however, agents were unable to give any informa=
tion as to what disposition would be made of the cash which
had been taken from him. ] .o

£ 4

DAVIS further stated that he had entered a plea of
guilty belleving he would be shown some consideration by~
entering a plea but that he had been given life imprisonment
and had been sent to the penitentiary and had been in solitary
confinement since his arrival there. He dld not beliesve, in
view of this fact, it would do him any good to furnish the -
Government any information, however, he stated he was in a
position to furnish some information~if he thought it would
do him any good. - He mentioned the fact that if it were not
for his father ahd mother, he would do away with himself. -7 %
Several hours were spent with DAVIS but he would furnish no E
information other than what had already been given and 13 ,
contained in reports of this case.

On July 15, 1935 VOLNEY DAVIS was contacted by SAs

A. E. FARLAND and A. §. REEDER at which time he executed a
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sworn statement indicating that he desired his property, .. .. -« ..
including cash in the sum of $1,143.43, be turned over to -
his mother, Mrs. RODNEY E. DAVIS, Box #2, Neo Sho, Hisaouri.
K copy of this sworn statement, signed by VOLNEY DAVIS in‘: -~ .
the presence of a notary public, E. W. ECKEOLDT at Leavenuorth,
Kansas,vis presently 1n the files of the Chicago Office.,’

: On ‘August 23, 1935 VOLNEY mvxs ‘was interviewed by

Sks A. E. FARLAND and A. J. NORSTROM at the Federal Penitentiary,
- Leavenworth, Kansas after word had been received from Mrs. -1,

L. B. HOFFMAN, Mrs. BERTHA WILLIAMS, and Mrs. RUBY LAMBERSON, °
sisters of VOLNEY DAVIS, that VOLNEY DAVIS desired SAs FARLAND
and NORSTROM to call on him at the penitentiary. At the time
of this interview, DAVIS was advised that no promises of
leniency could be made to him but that any informetion he -
could furnish would be treated wlth strictest confidence.
DAVIS advised he expected no favors to be shown him but in
view of the assistance the Bureau had rendered to his family
in releasing his personal effects to them, he wanted to dis-
close information that would be of possible value. TDAVIS then
proceeded to furnish additional information to that which he
had previously furnished.

The files of the Chicago Office contain a receipt’
signed by Mrs. ROINEY DAVIS dated November 21, 1935 at Neo Sho,
Missourli. This receipt is for the property of VOLNEY DAVIS,
including cash in the sum of $1,143.40. This statement was
witnessed by Mrs. RUBY LANBERSON, RFD #2, Neo Sho, Missouri,
by A. J. NORSTROM, Federal Buresu of Investigation, A. E. =
FARLAND, Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation, United
States Department of Justice, Kansas Qity, Missouri. This
receipt 1s presently in the files of the Chicago Offioe. T;l"

: o It 1s to be noted that a review or the files reflected
‘that during the interviews of DAVIS on June 29, August 9,
and August 23, 1953 by special agents of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, DAVIS had at no time made allegations of
mistreatment at the time of arrest and no allegations as to
promises made to him by agents prior to sentence. o :

'~ -RUG~-.-
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As to the interview with former SA A. H. JOHNSON,
every effort was made to refresh Mr. JOHNSON's memory as to
the search of VOLNEY DAVIS 1n the Chicago Office on June 1,;’

OB e e
- | On February 23, 195h a teletype was sent to the -
San Francisco Office requesting a synopsis of '‘the interview ;-
with former SA CASSIDY so that it could be used in an effort’
to refresh the memory of former SA A. H. JOHNSON. The San .~

Francisco Office, in teletype dated February 23,].95h,advised‘; 

that SA CASSIDX recalled that VOLNEY DAVIS had been brought ..

to the Chicago Office and searched by he and A. H. JOHNSON; -4+

that DAVIS was furnished with clean coveralls, slippers and
placed in a detention cell. CASSIDY advised that he did not
engage in any discussion with DAVIS and did not hear JOHNSON
do so. . . o o o » .

Former SA A. H.fJOHNSON was again contacted and
again advised that he would do anything in his power to.
cooperate with and assist the FBI, however, he still could
not recdall the incident. In the event anything 1i1s developed
from other interviews concerning the detalls of thls search
which might assist in refreshing Mr. JOHNSON's memory, it is
suggested such data be furnished to the Chicago Office.

COncerning the original stenographic ‘notes of former
stenographer LENORA MARSCH as was polnted out in the details
of this report, LENORA MARSCH is thought to be still located
in Chicago, however, she will not be interviewed concerning
this incident until instructions are received from St. Paul.
This exhibit is located in Chicago file K~7-82~3673. This
exhibit also contains waiver of removal signed by VOLNEY DAVIS
June 1’ 19350‘ . L Ca L

‘ Attention 1s directed to the portion of instant

toa L

report entitled "Interviews with DAVIS Subsequent to Time ofA~
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" This information was complled from the filowing
serials in this file:

"Report of SA A. J. NORSTROM dated July 5, 1935 .~ *
~at Kansas City, Missouri starting age 9,

iy

‘f‘f(Chicago file #K>7-82-3932, page 9). '.Aliiffi;“

‘Letfer to Mr. B.'J. CONNBLLEY, C‘hicago,
Illinois from Special Agent in Charge, - -. @ ...
. Khnsas City (Chicago file #7 82-509 ) :

" Copy of sworn statement of VOLNEY DAVIS
regarding disposition of personal property L
(€hicago file #7- 82-5095) o ‘ R

Report of SA A. J. NORSTRQM dated August N
.24, 1935 at Kansas City, a copy of which was =
" furnished to the St. Paul 0Office, starting
. page two (Chicago file 7-82-1315) :

/ Receipt signed by Mrs. RODNEY DAVIS dated -
November 21, 1935 for property and money
of VOLNEY DAVIS returned to her. Appears
as exhibit. (Chicago file #7-82-5390).

As to original manuscrlpt and statement of VOLNEY
DAVIS entitled "My Career in Crime™ dated August 9, 1935, the
contents of this statement were set out in detail in the
report of SA A. E. FARLAND, Kansas City, Missouri dated ' -
September 5, 1935, two copies of which were furnished to the
Ste Paul Office. (Chicago file #7-82-41133) . The original
of this document is contained in Chicago file 7-82-45432. It
1s pointed out that this information was originally furnished

~ by VOLNEY DAVIS to be treated in strictest confidence. . . .
Whether or not the contents of this information 1is furnished_n3~

to the United States Attorney at St. Paul is being 1eft to
the discretion of the St. Paul Offioe. :

e Y

Report of SA SIGURD FLAATA, dated 2/12/5& at h1nneapolis.
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/“l
SUBJECT : ALVIN KAKPIS, was. (deceazsed);

AKTHUR K. BAXKER, was. (deceased); L?/)

: SAC, WFO (7-03)

VOL.WEY DAVIS et alj
EDWARD CEOKGE-BREMER, VICTIM

KIDNAPING -

Reference is made to the enclosed report of SA THOHAS J.
JENKINS dated February 25, 1954, at Washington, D.C., and to the letter, A
from Minneapolis dated February 19, 1954. The report of SA SIGUKD FLAATA
dated February 12, 1954, at Minneapolis, was not received as an enclosure

from Minneapolis in referenced reportd E77&R

A photostatic copy of ROLERT THO.'PSON's affidavit was obtained
trom the Bureau's tiles and was used in connection with the interview of
THO:{PSON. In connection with the leads set forth for the Minneapolis
Office on Page 84 of referenced report, requesting t{at the newspaper
morzue of the St. Paul Dispatch and Pioneer Press be reviewed, during
the course of the interview with ROEERT TH&lPSON,(he was questioned as
to> the individuals present in the courtroom at the time the events
occurred on June 3, 1935. He stated that he believed LOUIS GALLOP and
MOkt BL Lk, formerly with the St. Paul Daily hews, were in the court-
room at the time. He thinks also there was a third reporter present
either from one of the wire services or one of the Minneapolis papers.

He stated that he also believed that the then Chief Deputy
Yarshal, STkVk PICHA and his son EDWIN who was a bailitff for Judge
JOYCk, were also in the courtroom. He stated that he could furnish the
identity of no other individuals who were present.

This information was not set forth in the investigative
report because the extent of the Minneapolis investigation is not
known to WFO and it is not known whether HIMLE and GALIOP have been
contacted or the former Chief Deputy Marshal, PICHA and his son, and
interviews with these individuals are being left to the Minneapolis

TJJ:BT | \
2 i Minneapolis (7-30) (Encl.-k) (AM“J)BN‘RR&) - -
~ - I / SR d‘; -’
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT MINNEAPOLIS

REPORT MADE AT DAT! WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2/25/51; 1 oesan, 25/514 THOMAS J. JENKINS BT
™% \LVIN KARPIS, was. (deceased); ARTHUR R, - . | Cumicrmorcs
_EArKER, was. (deceased); VOLNEY DAVIS et al; ‘ KIDNAPING
EDWARD GEOHGE BreMER, VICTIM - . .
svuop&sorFAEﬁé B ;"';rf;7i,y**f,iéﬁé' ‘.
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ROBEKT THOPSON, formerly of St. Paul Dispatch Newspaper, furnished |
signed statement that his present recollectiongof events on June 3,
1935, are the same as appear:.ng in his a.ff1dav1t dated u/18/h0.

" - RUC -

DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D C.~u.

- ROBERT THOMPSON 6201 Melville Place s Chevy Chase 15, Maryla.nd,
advised that he was a Reporter for the St. Paul Dispatch on June 3, 1935.

He stated that at the present time, he is not employed but doing free-
lance work. A photostatic copy of the atfidavit given by Mr. THOMPSON
on April 18, 1940, was exhibited to him, at which time he advised that
his present recollection concerning the events on June 3, 1935, is the
same as set forth in the instant affidavit.

Mr. THO4PSON furnished the following signed statement:

:‘ L - L RWashlngtDn, D.C.
) : - ' “Febo 25, 195h

. %I ROBERT THOMPSON ma.ke the follonng voluntary statement to-
TﬂOMAb J. JENKINS Spec:.al Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
No threats or promises have been made to me to make this statement. I

know I do not have to make any statement and any statement I make can be

used in any court of law. T Foee
’ » 2 a L o EHGIOS”“E :
APPROVED AND SFECIAL AGENT

FORWARDED: (K oy ! ™ Chanae | DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES ;—A
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"I reside at 6201 Melville Place Chevy Chase 15 Maryland., I
have reviewed the affidavit given by me on April 18 1940 in the case
of VOLWEY DAVIS Petitioner VS, JAMES A, JOHNSTON Warden United States
Penitentiary, Alcatraz, California, Respondent. The facts set forth -
in that affidavit are the same as I recall them today. There is .
no change in my recollectlon from the facts set forth in the affidavit.

91 have read the above statement of one page and 1t is true
to the best of my recollectlon and bellef.".‘ ' »

w/s/" ROBERT mmpsou )
. __ : &
"Witnesss THOMAS J. JENKINS Speclal Agent FBI 2/25/54 "
'ENCLOSURE TO MINNEAPOLIS:

1 newspaper clionihg which beafs the neaclihe‘

"VIS, Brought H Guilty To Brem," dated June 3,
1953. : .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIBATI( \ ) / / /
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Mr. Tolson {

3

. y
T/ L COMUNICETIONS SECTION - /

FEB 2 6 1954 Mr. Clegg__
: ' . ::r. glaaﬁ s
TYP . r. Harbo
E : Mr, Rosez: %fé ’)
Mr. Tracy _
X . ) Mr. hr___
) LII' top, /
M 1 wd
Tell Room_____

Mr. Holloman___
Miss Gandy
e
e S

FBY  ,MINNEAPOLIS 2-26-54 DI-05 PHP™
e W] ) 7
D1RECTOR, FBI URGENT ] LR T . 06 {
N ‘{/"-

BREXID.,/RE BUREAU AIRTEL FEBRUARY TWENTY-FOUR , LAST. FOR | _
2
THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU , LOS ANGELES ADVISES BY TELETYPE Z -

FEBRUARY TWENTY-FIVE AS FOLLOWS, QUOTE REREP SA SIGURD FLAATA —-
jDATED FEB TWELVE LAST LISTING LEAD TO INTERVIEW FORMER SAC

HAROLD E, ANDERSEN AT NEW YORK. ANDERSEN NOW RESIDES FIVE
FOUR SIX TEDEMORY DRIVE, WHITTIER, CALIF., IS EMPLOYED BY
NATIONAL BOARD OF FIRE UNDERWRITERS. SIGNED STATEMENT OBTAINED
' FROM ANDERSEN TODAY., ORIGINAL BEING FORWARDED VIA AMSD., STATES
WHEN DAVIS WAS BROUGHT TO FBI OFFICE, ST. PAUL, HE WAS HAND-
CUFFED AND HAD LEG IRONS TO WHICH TRAVELLING CHAIN WAS ATTACHED.
AS OFFICE HAD NO DETENTION FACILITIES AND DAVIS HAD PREVIOUSLY
EFFECTED ESCAPE FROM AGENT GUARD, ANDERSEN DECIDED FOR REASONS

-l Lvl [T

OF SAFETY TO HAVE TRMLLIM ‘CHAIN FROM LEG IRONS ATTACHED TO
"\s“‘r Hﬂ
A RADIATOR. WHEN THIS WAS %05{:; HANDCUFFS WERE REMOVED. DAVIS
ol é;ﬁc
SAT IN CHATR PERHAPS i #8ue.FEET FROM RADIATOR. DENIED 2o
THAT DAVIS ASKHD TO TAﬂ( éITl{,‘ANYONE OR TO SEE AN ATTORNEY OR

THAT ANYONE IN HIS PRESENCE TOLD DAVIS THAT FBI AGENTS_WERE

D =576 2 |
.)" .}\\ J‘f@“w"z MAR 3 1{54 {

c)END PAGE ONE

9 13



ALAWYIERS ' L | .
SXCROBEDS AND WOULD CARE FOR HIM. DENIED THAT ANY PROMISES OF'

ANY KIND WERE MADE TO DAVIS RE PLEA OF GUILTY. STATED DAVIS *”
APPEARED NORMAL BOTH PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY AND HELL‘KNEH
FACTS AND PROBABLE SENTENCE WHEN ENTERED PLEA, ALTHOUGH
_ANDERSEN IS NOT ANXIOUS TO APPEAR AT HEARING, HE DESIRES TO
ASSIST IN ANY WAY POSSIBLE, WOULD MAKE TRIP TO MPLS IF
'SUBPOENAED, MALONNE UNQUOTE, ALSO FOR THE INFORMATION OF
BUREAU, VOLNEY DAVIS HEARING SET FOR ONE P,M, TODAY BEFORE
JUDGE GUNNAR NORDBYE AT ST, PAUL, AT WHICH TIME DAVIS DESIRES
FOR ATTORNEY WILL BE ASCERTAINED BY THE COURT AND A DATE WILL

|

BE SET FOR HEARING, BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED FULLY OF RESULTS
OF HEARING AND OF WISHES OF USA- |

'S OFFICE, ST. PAUL, AS TO
SUBPOENA OF WITNESS FOR HEARING, REPORT OF SA SIGURD FLAATA
DATED FEBRUARY TVWENTY-FIVE AT MINNEAPOLIS BEING FURNISHED AMSD,

| HOWARD '
END AND ACK .
2-14 PM OK FBI WA EAB
M |

A nogyy
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- ‘ - \ Mr. Tolson___
~ ‘. R g : Mr. Bcardman
; E ' . Mr. Nichols__

FED BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Mr. B'aln'..ont____

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICR

Lrte, M hr-

Mr. Wanterrowd-
AIR-TEL Tela. Roem
Transmit tho followins uiyye message to: DIRECTOR, FBI Mr. Holloman —
) Miss Gandy-———-
, MINNEAPOLIS 3/1/54 AIR MATE MATh=—

DIRECTOR, FBI (7-576) | W r)

iﬁﬁxggp’.‘ RE BUREAU FILE 7-576. REMYTEL TODAY. ALEX DIM, AUSA}*

g ST. PAUL, MINN., ADVISED THAT AT CONFERENCE TODAY WITH HARLAN
STRONG, COURT-APPOINTED ATTORNEY FOR VOLNEY DAVIS, THAT STRONG
DOES NOT DESIRE TO SET DATE FOR HEARING UNTIL END OF WEEK.

DIM STATED HE DESIRES TO GIVE STRONG ALL THE TIME NECESSARY

AND WOULD RECONTACT STRONG MARCH 5, 195l, RELATIVE TO SETTING
DATE FOR HEARING. DIM STATED ACCORDINGLY THE ISSUANCE OF ANY
SUBPOENAES WILL BE HELD IN ABEYANCE UNTIL DATE FOR HEARING IS
AGREED UPON. FOR THE INFORMATION OF BUREAU, WILLIAM H. ECKLEY,
DEPUTY CLERK OF U. S. DISTRICT COURT AND U. S. COMMISSIONER,
ST. PAUL, MINN., ADVISED TODAY HE HAD LOCATED HANDWRITTEN
PENCILED NOTES IN HIS FILES REFLECTING ARRAIGNMENT OF DAVIS AS
FOLLOWS: "NUMBER 6096, CRIMINAL, JUNE 3, 1935, (JOYCE - J.)
GEO F. SULLIVAN; VOLNEY DAVIS IS ARRAIGNED AND ON BEING QUES-
TIONED BY THE COURT, STATED THAT HE DID NOT DESIRE THE ADVICE
OF COUNSEL AND ENTERED A PLEA OF GUILTY. SENTENCE DEFERRED TO

JUNE 7, 1935." JOSEPH T. LYNCH, ST. PAUL FORMER DEPUTY CLERK, w

A9, . - [
7-30 “EGORDED ] !Z_ // ,5 Mr. Rosen

SF/mt ,@ o . T 1o
5O

__1951%{/‘ 7 %on?_/___!. Per.
Special/Agent in Charge . '
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Transmit the following Teletype message to:
PAGE TWO

RECONTACTED AND IDENTIFIED PHOTOSTATIC COPY OF NOTES AS HIS
HANDWRITING. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THIS EVIDENCE CORROBORATES DATA
SET FORTH' IN OFFICIAL TERM MINUTES OF THE COURT AND STATEMENTS'S‘%J
OF.WITNESSES. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS.

FOWARD

Approved: o Sent_______ M Per
Special Agent in Charge




T o S 'SAC, SAN mncxsco (7-33) (AIRHAIU

i u.vmonnua. WA., ET AL, KIDNAPPING, BREKID = RE YOUR LR
./ | ks 2/2)/%h. A EEPORT SHOULD BE SUBMITTED IN THIS OASE BY = ™ '/%Li
" NETURN WAIL CONTAINING THE STATEMENT OF SA MICHARL J,- = /. "~
7 GASSIDY, THE REPORT SHOULD BE SUITABLE POR DISNEMDMATION '

R romnnmm. B
DAY L ST noovxn

”E"Offoso . "-~-7—— 78 /5‘35(

L 7-576 - 107 CMAR 2 1954 IS oy
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J © T R g Mr. Tolso
; ! ) Mr. Bgar;# o
£ : e e Mr. Ni M
} EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . Mz, Beli¥ont
j . o . S DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE T o Mr. Glavin____ L,
I , : : - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION .. .. . ' r. Harbo___
; ’ . o . 9 Rosen . ¥ ___
- ) . g Tl Y JUU—
- A 1- 1554, el
Eg # r. Mchr /
. ' j A : Mr. Winterrddd._
8 ele. Room
. - ’ ’ * r. Holloman . __
, B . . .. Miss Gandy.
> BI, MINNEAPOLIS 3-1-54  4-05 PM :
> "v.,l:\ / e m oA P
*—"" DIRECTCR, FBI URGENT - ‘ .
'BREKID, BUFILE SEVEN DASH FIVE SEVEN SIX. RE MP TELS 8/'\’

FEBRUARY TWENTY SEVEN LAST. ALEX DIM, AUSA, ST. PAUL, .
MINK,, ADVISED USDC JUDGE GUNNAR NORDBYE NAMED HARLAN

] STRONG, MINNEAPGLIS LAVYER, TO REPRESENT VOLNEY DAVISS
MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE INDICES NEGATIVE ON STRONG. DIM
ADVISED.HE MAY BE READY TO ISSUE SUBPOENAS FOR WITNESSES
MARCH SECOND NEXT WHEN DEFINITE DATE FOR HEARING EXPECTED

TO BE SET BY COURT, DIM REQUESTED SPECIAL AGENTS, MENTIONED
IN REPORT SA ROSVELL T, SPENCER DATED FEBRUARY TWENTY FIVE
LAST AT CHICAGO, WHO CONDUCTED INTERVIEWS WITH VOLNEY DAVIS
 SUBSEQUENT TO TIME OF SENTENCE AT LEAVENUORTH PENITENTIARY

BE LOCATED AND QUESTIONED AS TO VHETHER DAVIS MADE ANY
ALLEGATIONS OF HISTREATMENT,AT TIME OF ARREST OR ALLEGATIONS

AS TO PROMISES BY AGENTS PRIOR TO SENTENCING. REREP REFLECTS
DAVIS INTERVIEWED JUNE TVENTY EIGHT, NINETEEN THIRTY FIVE, j

BY SA-S A. E. FARLNAD AND E, L. cocnnon., ON JULY FIFTEEN,

THIRTY FIVE BY SA-S FARLAND AND A. S. REEDER., AND ON _
‘I‘ Rosen

END PAGE ONE {\ RECORDED - 5| 7-957¢ «ﬁﬁ

" L MAR 9 1@\\4,# 12bag AR 31954




PAGE TWO ' | o

AUGUST TWENTY THREE, THIRTY FIVE BY SA-S FARLAND AND A, J

NORSTROM. DENVER IS BEING FURNISHED A COPY OF THE REPORT OF

SA ROSWELL T. SPENCER DATED FEBRUARY TWENTY FIVE LAST AT

CHICAGO AND A COPY OF THE REPORT OF SA SIGURD FLAATA DATED

FEBRUARY TWELVE LAST AT MINNEAPOLIS FORTHE PURPOSE OF HAVING ;..

SA A. S, REEDER SET FORTH SUMMARY OF RECOLLECTION OF ABOVE |

INTERVIEW, FOR INFORMATION DENVER MINNEAPOLIS 00. BUREAU

REQUESTED TO FURNISH MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION AVAILABLE ADDRESSES

SA-S A, E, FARLAND AND E. L. COCHRON AND ALSO HAVE SUPERVISOR A. J.

NORSTROM AT THE BUREAU FURNISH THE MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE SUMMARY

OF HIS RECOLLECTION OF THE ABOVE INTERVIEW VITH DAVIS

ALONG THE LINES REQUESTED BY MR, DIM. THE BUREAU WIL L BE

8 KEPT INFORMED OF DEVEOPMENTS., | |
HOWARD - . | .

CORRECTIONS LNE 3 WRD 2-3 ARE ADVU ADVISED USDC o

)

-— “ -4 -

END AND ACK PLS
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'CORR FOR PAGE ONE
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l Mr. Tolson.-___]

Mr. Becardman._

-
»
—
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{
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FCZERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION T T

- . S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE it o W

COMNUMICETIDNS SELTION BRSNS S

iz, Tracy >

I‘IX‘. 2 ‘

Br. W.nterrowd.

Tele. Room _____ '
Mr. Holllman_____

SEIETYPE _ ' Miss Gandy_

» | A Evr e

s

FBY, LOS ANGELES 3-3-54  10-23 PM PST L.D.
IRECTOR AND SAC, MINNEAPOLIS e« URGENT. , .

ol

\_BREXID{ REBUTEL MARCH TWO LAST REQUESTING LA INTERVIEW FORMER SA

EDUARD LOUIS COCHRAN, SIX TWO FOUR TWENTYTHIRD ST., SANTA MONICA,

CALIF., RE INTERVIEW WITH VOLNEY DAVIS AT U.S. PENITENTIARY, '

LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS, ON JUNE TWENTYEIGHT, NINETEEN THIRTYFIVE, -

SIGNED STATEMENT OBTAINED TODAY FROM COCHRAN, HE DOES NOT RECALL

INTERVIEW WITHE DAVIS ON THAT OR ANY OTHER OCCASION. HE HAS NO

RECOLLECTION THAT DAVIS ALLEGED MISTREATMENT OR PROMISES BY

FBI AGENTS AT ANY TIME, SIGNED STATEMENT BEING FORWARDED MINNEAPOLIS

VIA AMSD, REPORT FOLLOWS. ; ~ | A/
"’ ; MALONE

" END AND ACK IN ORDER PLS ‘

\ VA 125 AM OK FBI WA ELR Sr@364003Y '7, ST —1538 &

| L7

M¥P OK FBI MP DA

39 MAR 4 1954
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~BREKID,

\w'/

*ﬁ,,ﬂ b > wap 10 19515/

) ESItGA 1 1ue
TEDERAL BUREAU OF INV!
q, 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE }

{ 1.]0““\ ‘git3 SECTION 2
18 \ ) Mr. Toson & ™
B s \ > : e
FEB 26 4.4 - A | % %&VZ{
Mr. Belihont.
Mr. vin .}~
FEB . rboVA
’ MINNEAPOLIS 2-26-54 5-52 PM AV % Mr. T::ncl; P
DIRECTOR, FBIT URGENT QM 4&\1 @m;—;wa_
T— . Room

Mr. Holloman

REMYTEL
Miss Gandy
FOR INFORMA=

" RE BUREAU FILE SEVEN DASH FIVE SEVEN SIX,

TODAY AND RE BUREAU AIRTEL FEBRUARY NINE, LAST,

TION OF BUREAU, VOLNEY DAVIS APPEARED BEFORE HONORABLE GUNNAR

He NORDBYE, U, S, DISTRICT COURT JUDGE, ST. PAUL, IN HEARING
AT ONE P, M, THIS DATE, AT WHICH TIME ALEX DIM, AUSA, ST. PAUL,
REQUESTTED THAT THE COURT QUESTION DAVIS CONCERNING HIS WISHES
FOR AN ATTORNEY, IN ANSWER TO JUDGE NORDBYE-S QUESTION AS TO
WHETHER DAVIS HAD FUNDS TO HIRE AN,ATTORNEY,'DAVIS STATED THAT
HE DID NOT, HOWEVER, WISHED THE COURT TO APPOINT AN ATTORNEY
WHOM DAVIS DESIRED TO CHOOSE. THE COURT ASKED DAVIS IF HE

HAD ANY STATEMENT TO MAKE IN THIS REGARD AND DAVIS REPLIED

THAT HE HAD READ SOME LAW THAT HE HAD A RIGHT TO CHOOSE AN
ATTORNEY, AND THAT HE HAD A LIST OF THE FOLLOWING FIVE
INDIVIDUALS WHOM HE WISHED THE COURT TO CONSIDER AS AN ATTORNEY
TO REPRESENT HIM., ONE, HARLAN STRONG, FORMER PRESIDENT, HENNEPIN
COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION, MINNEAPOLIS.. TWO, SIDNEY GOFF, PROMINENT

ST. PAUL ATTORNEY, WHO RECENTLY SUCCESSFULLY DEFENDED MRS, /

38$ PAGE ONE
ﬂt' G o QSﬁSyxz

.jt'l\ %‘@

! Mr. Rosen '
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PAGE TWO ‘ ,
LILLIAN CARLSON IN AN EMBEZZLEMENT CASE WHICH WAS THE LONGEST
CRIMINAL CASE IN RAMSEY COUNTY HISTORY, AND TOOK TEN WEEKS TO
TRY.. THREE, WARREN BURGER, PRESENT ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

“AND”ﬁEAD OF CIVIL DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT, PARENTHESIS THE e
COURT ADVISED DAVIS OF MR, BURGER-S PRESENT EMP;bYMENT BY THE
GOVERNMENT PARENTHESIS.,., FOUR, ALFRED LINDLEY, MINNEAPOLIS,
PARENTHESIS THE COURT ADVISED DAVIS THAT LINDLEY WAS DECEASED
PARENTHESES.. AND FIVE, DASH LEVANDER, PARENTHESIS TWO BROTHERS,
BERNHARDT AND HAROLD PARENTHESIS, BOTH PROMINENT LAWYERS IN
MINNEAPOLIS, THE COURT THEREUPON ADVISED DAVIS THAT IT WOULD
APPOINT AN ATTORNEY FOR HIM AND THAT THE COURT WOULD CONFER
WITH DAVIS ATTORNEY AND MR, ALEX DIM TO SET A DATE FOR THE
HEARING.,., HOWEVER, WOULD GIVE DAVIS ATTORNEY AMPLE TIME TO
CONFER WITH DAVIS, AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE HEARING, ALEX DIM
ADVISED THAT HE HAD A CONFERENCE WITH JUDGE NORDBYE IN HIQ
CHAMBERS AND THAT HE RECOMMENDED TO THE JUDGE THAT HARLAN STRONG
BE APPOINTED BY THE COURT AS DAVIS ATTORNEY, AND MR, DIM
ASKED THAT THE COURT SET MARCH TWENTY-THIRD, NINETEEN FIFTYFOUR,

AS THE DATE FOR DAVIS HEARING, AND THAT THE SAME WOULD
END PAGE TWO .



~———

PAGE THREE , _

BE THE DATE FOR ANSWERING TO SUBPOENAES FOR WITNESSES. MR,

DIM ADVISED THAT HE CONTEMPLATED HAVING SUBPOENAES ISSUED FOR

ALL FORMER AGENTS WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE APPREHENSION, SEARCH,
QUESTIONING AND DEPORTATION OF DAVIS, AND MR. DIM ADVISED THAT

HE WOULD GO OVER THE LIST OF w;TNEssss TO BE SUBPOENAED WITH i
SA SIGURD @FLAATA AT NINE A, M. ON MARCH ONE, NINETEEN FIFTYFOUR.
IN VIEW OFBUREAU INSTRUCTIONS SET FORTH IN RE BUREAU AIRTEL '
DATED FEBRUARY NINE, NINETEEN FIFTYFOUR, WHICHS SETS FORTH,

BEFORE ANY FORMER SPECIAL AGENTS ARE SUBPOENAED CLEARANCE

SHOULD BE OBTAINED FROM THE BUREAU, THE BUREAU IS RQUESTED

To SUTEL MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION BY NINE A. M. CST MARCH ONE,
NINETEEN FIFTYFOUR, ANY ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS, COMMENTS#

‘\

OR SUGGESTIONS RELATIVE TO SUBPOENA OF FORMER AGENTSH THE
BUREAU WILL BE KEPT INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS.

HOWARD
CORR PAGE TWO LINE NINE WORD ONE IS BERNHARDT
PAGE TWO LINE FIFTEEN WORD ELEVEN IS HIS
PAGE THREE LINE SIX SHD BE SA SIGURD FLAATA
END AND ACK PLS
7-05 PM OK FBI WA NRB
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SiC, Minneapolis (7-30)

of
e’é | Diroctor. FBI ( 7-576) AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY
RS, ‘VOLNE!ODAVI‘I vas., ot o1 . Lol T e TR
CU e . ECWARD OEORGE BRR«ER ucrm - v ey
: .KIDNAPIRG S RS
. . . : ? . 4,,7‘?. .’_;.-‘-‘-”v» e T R ’ PR ,.
. . - . Yy N ] o 1 o i) .A .. ; ._7 ;,T“ !
Rourtol Haroh 1. 195ho ) ._v.f\ T ., S .
K ot Attachod heroto sve the original md one oopy ot LR
a aigned statement furnished by Buresu Supervisor Arthur J.
‘Norasgrom concerning his recollection of Antervisws oonducted
by him with Volney Devis at the U, 8. Ponltontiary. Luvenuorth.
Kansas, during the yesr 1935. } N
For your xntomation, "the resulh of thou intoro \
vloul were fncorporsted in reports submitted by this Agent
dated August 24, 1935, and Septeamber 26, 1935, et Kansss City,
Missouri. His recollection of the interviews was refreshed
from reviewing the sbove-mentioned reportl{ slso,many of the
details of the interviews were independently recaelled because
of the ilmportance of the subject matter disoussed.
: It 18 noted that SA Noratrom was accompsnied on
esch of his interviews with Dnvil by tomr 8A A. E. Pu-lmd.
uho is now dooouod' B .o ,

' The ststement furnished b 8A loutron should be
incorporated in the next investigative report submitted by
your office. A subpoens for SA Norstrom chould be nddreuod )
to hi.n st the BSeat of Govormont. L

t"..\; MTC:mr .’ .-- \4 .,', ."!, - r,  -~ ‘ MAR 8 1954 / »-:",f. ~

o W‘J : /}V\W 130 - :'*_,'f' ca ;
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washington, D. C.

‘vi "‘rﬁh.3"195§“’f]%*.

I, Arthur J. Norstrom, Federal Buresu of Inves- .
tigation, United States Department of Justice, Washington,
D. C., meke the following statement with reference to :
interviews with Volney Davis at the U. S. Penitentiary,

Leavenworth, Ksnsas, in 1935 in which I participsted: ,-'4”"¢;‘
. . . = T r ’ .

I entered on duty with the Federal Buresu of
Investigation on July 30, 1934, end for & period of time
while 1 was sssigned to the Kansss City Office of the
Federsl Bureau of Investigation I was exclusively engaged -
in the investigation relsting to the kidneping of Edward
George Bremer. On August 23, 1935, together with the late
SA Albert E. Farland, I interviewed Volney Davis at the
U. 8. Penitentisry, Lesvenworth, Kansas, for the greater i
portion of a day. During this end two sudbssquent interviewvs
with Davis on August 26, 1935, end September 9, 1935, eon-
ducted by myself snd SA Farlend, Devis talked freely without
restreint. He furnished important detailed information
concerning certein aspects of the investigation and persons
involved therein. )

No promises were made to him and he sdviszed that
he expected no favors. At no time during the interview did
he meke sny sllegstion of mistreatment at the time of his
arrest, nor did he sllege that promlises were made to him -
prior to the imposition of sentence.

-

P P . Tl

-

" Apthur J. Norstrom

: 7 . Speoisl Agent R
Tolsos . T o o o
. L'ndd . o e ‘_‘ . B ) — L w0 . - wa. ) . L . : »_
§t2 AJN:mrs . s T T e T R
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STANDARD PFORM NO. $4

” Oﬁice Memotundum « vvite s GOVERNMENT

. ;}3 W DATE: March 1, 19%);“}”2%

J ’éﬂ' . m__

’IS, was. (BReEASED) “/f Moo

{>BARKER, was. (DECEASED) Hollomes —

HFDAVIS, b al, o, iy Fandy _

EDWARD GEORGHFBREMER - VICTIM B y Pt
KIDNAPING 7 ]_ i <.

=y g

Grand Jury, St. Paul, Minnesota, on two counts charging him angt— 4 —-)
others with conspiring to transport the kidnaped victim, Bremer, from
St. Paul, Minnesota, to Bensenville, Illinols, and to hold him fop-
$200,000 ransom in violation of the laws of the United States,

On 2-6-35, Volney Davis was arrested by Bureau Agents at
Kansas City, Missourl, but effected hls escape at Yorkville, Illinois,
on the same date. Davis was agaln taken into custody by Bureau Agents
at Chicago, Illinois, on 6-1-35 and removed the following day to St.
Paul by Rureau Agents in =2 chartered plane., On 6-3-35, Davis entered
a plea of gullty in U. S. District Court, St. Paul, to the above-
described indictment and on é-7-35, he was sentenced to serve 1ife
\iwbriﬂonment.

.

On 12-5-52, Volney Davis filed a petition in U. S. District
Court, St. Paul, for release on habeas corpus. Davis! petition was’
based on eight separate points which included, among other things,
the allegatlon that he was rot represented by counsel at the time of
his sentencing, did not walve this right to representation by counsel,
was not advised of his constitutional rights, was held incommunicado
ir chains and secrecy following his arrest, and was told by his .
captors that 1f he entered a plea of guilty he would be given a term/{
of years rather than a death or life sentence. . !

On 2-26-5), Davis appeared before U. S. District .Judge
Gunnar H. Nordeye, St. Paul, at which time he was advised that the
court would appoint an attorney to represent him in the pending
habeas corpus action. AUSA Alex Cim, St. Paul, has advised that
following this hearing, he conferred with Judge Nordeye and recommend-
ed to the Judge that Harlan Strong, former president, Hennepin County
Bar Assoclation, Minneapolis, Minnesota, be appointed by the court as
Davig! attorney. Mr. Dim also advised that he requested the court to
set Davis' hearing for 3-23-5l.- At the specific request of Mr. Dim,
signed statements have been obtained from all Agents and former A
who participated in the apprehension, questioning, search, or tr

MTc:s‘;Ey SE 32 ;7 _‘;"' 76 /5 ’3(/ :

- MAR 8 1954 l'-
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Yemorandum to Mr. Rosen

portation of Lavis following his arrest in Chicago. Mr. Dim has
advised that he will orobsbly subpoena all Agents and former Agents
who vnarticlipated in thls matter as Government witnesses at the
forthcoming hearing.

The following Agents will, therefore, be subject to - -
subpoena: Samuel W. Hardy, Minneapolls Office; Raymond C. Suran,
San Diego 0ffice; E. E, Kuhnel, San Antonlo 0ffice; Earl H. Williams,
‘Omaha Office; Michael Cassidy, San Francisco Office. Each of these Agent:
has denied Davis' allegations against the Bureau. T
The ToITowing 1Isted former Agents will also be subject to
subpoena as Government witnesses: ..

Melvin H. Purvis, 1356 Cherokee Road, Florence, South Carolins,
former SAC ol the Chicago Office. Purvis supervised the \
investigation and apprehension of Davis and in his signed
statement denies that Davis received any inhuman treatment

from any employee of the FBI. He further stated that Davis

was not deprived of his constitutional rights and that

Pavis was not promised that he would be given a short term

of years if he would plead guilty. Purvis stated "I did

not make any promise of this sort and I know of none being

made by any other employee of the FBI. It was always our
policy to make no promises with regard to such things to - P
any person involved.™

Maxwell Chaffetz, 6635 McCallum Street, Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, participated in the arrest of Davis at Chicago,
Illinois, on 6-1-35 and in his signed statement denies each
of the allegatlons made by Davis against the Bureau. '

John E. Brennan, L4410 Dresden Avenue, St. Louls, Missouri,
Jenies etch alleégation made by Davis against the Bureau and
stated that Davis was never informed by him nor by anyone
else in hils presence that a plea of guilty would result in
a reduced sentence. ‘

James M. Klees, attorney, St. Paul, Minnescta, denles the
aliegations maée against the Bureau by Davis and states

that Davis, while 1n the custody of Bureau Agents at St.
Paul, impressed him as being fully aware of the charges
against him in the indictment as well as the probable
penalty that c9u1d be imposed.

¢
Hggglg_ﬁh_é%g%§§§gl‘Whittier, California, who was SAC of
the St. Pau ce at the time of Davis' sentencing and
who 1s presently employed by the National Board of Fire

-2-



Memorandum to Mr. Rosen

Underwriters, stated that when Davis was brought to the
FBI 0ffice at St. Paul, he was handcuffed and had leg
. 1rons to which a traveling chain was attached. He stated
" that as the St. Paul Office had no detention facilities
and Davis had previously effected an escape, he decided
for reasons of safety to have the traveling chain from the
leg irons attached to a radiator. He stated that when
this was accomplished, Davis! handcuffs were removed and
Davis, thereafter, sat in a chalr perhaps three or four
feet from the radiator. He denies each of the allegations
made by Davis against the Bureau and states further that
avis appeared to be normal both physically and mentally
and was well aware of the facts and the probable sentence
at the time he entered his plea. N
i X
Earold A. Martin, manager, Industrial Department, Jacksonville
CHEEBEF”ET‘UEEEE;ce, Jacksonville, Florida, states that he was
present durlng the apprehension of Davis at Chicago and cate-
gorically denies the allegations made against the Bureau by
Davis. .

Harry W, Stewart, attorney, West Palm Beach, Florida, in his
signed statement denied@ any mistreatment of Davis during the
apprehension or thereafter,

Frank M., Headley, presldent, H-R Representatlves, Inc., New
York, New York, who assisted in the apprehension of Davis,
in his signed statement emphatically denies the allegations
made against the Bureau by Davis,

A, H, Johnson, Investigators, Inc., Chicago, Illinois, stated
that he 1s unable to recall Volney Davis or participating in
the arrest or detention of this individual.

RECOMMENDATION

Due to the seriousness of the charges made by Volney Davis
against both present and former Bureau personnel, it 1s recommended
that the Bureau interpose no objection to the proposed subpoena of
any of the individuals named hereiln as Government witnesses at the
forthcoming hearing to be held in this matter in U, S. District

Court, St. Paul, Minnesota.

P,




Assistant Attorney General March L, 1954
Warren Olney IIIX

Director, FBI
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* NOTE?

On 3-1-5; AUSA Alex Dim, 8t, Paul, Minnesota, advised .
that he 1s now ready to i1ssue subpoenas for the Government :
witnesses who will be used in this case, He has indicated
that he may desire to subpoena Cochran and the other Agenta :
who participated in the interviews of Davis during the period
of his confinement at Leavenworth. e

-

Inrormation as to 1952 nddress ror CochrAn obtained from
Office of Specilal Investlgation. USAF. by supervisor E. 8. :
Sanders, Liaison Seotion. e o _ . _iﬁ:_i

'Edward Louis Cochran 1dentiried as Agent uho conducted
interview at Leavenworth by Supervisor A, -Js Norstrom, Division
5, who was stationed in Kansas City at the time and also parte
icipated in interviews of Davis.,,

Los Angeles office oognizant of current lnvestigation.
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UNITED STATES DEPAR]‘MENT OF JUSTICE ' Glavin

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Transmit the following TeRmXppexmessage to: DIRECTOR, FBI a‘&;e .“;:ot::mwd-
' { oot Mr, Holloman
.t Miss Gandy_
Fpf, MINNEAPOLIS 3/5/5L 4b¢%"7 ALR FATE
IRECTOR, FBI. §7-S76? > &Wu

BRékiﬁ:ﬁ RE BUREAU FILE 7-576) AND RE BUTEL 3/2/54. FOR
INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, HOWARD MILTON MASON, FBI #1842312,
SUBJECT IN BANK ROEBERY CASE, BUREAU FILE 91-7231, AND WHO

HAS ENTERED PLEA OF GUILTY TO BANK ROBBERY AND IS PRESENTLY
WAITING SENTENCE AT RAMSEY COUNTY JAIL, ST, PAUL, ADVISED

BUREAU AGENTS WHEN CONTACTED ON BANK ROEBERY CASE, THAT HE

IS A FELLOW PRISONER OF VOLNEY DAVIS. MASON STATED DAVIS

TOLD HIM HE HOPES TO ACT AS CO-COUNSEL IN HIS OWN DEFENSE AT

HEARING AND HOPES TO WIN NEW TRIAL FOR THE REASON, IN DAVIsi,¢//'
OPINION, THAT A SECOND CONVICTION WOULD EE DIFFICULT BECAUSE

OF UNAVAILABILITY OF WITNESSES AND LACK OF EVIDENCE DUE TO

GREAT PERIOD OF TIME WHICH HAS ELAPSED SINCE HE WAS SENTENCED.

ALEX DIM, AUSA, ST. PAUL, ADVISED TODAY HE WILL HOLD CONFERENCE

WITH HARLAN STRONG, COURT-APPOINTED ATTORNEY'FOR‘DAVIS ON

MARCH 10, NEXT, AND ANTICIPATES COURT WILL SET HEARING FOR

FIRST WE&K IN APRIL, AND THAT SUBPOENAES WILL BE ISSUED FOR

WITNESSES AFTER DEFINITE DATE SET FOR HEARING. BUREAU WILngiséhj

KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS, < JnotD - A0 ‘ Z 5
T MR 8 1954

HOWARD : : ' n'm 3 E:m‘ﬁ
Asxf;é?fed W 8 Sent__________M ;: \

Speci Agent in Charge
) MAR 16 1954
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lfOme rﬂm&l."rfﬁhﬁfiﬁﬁli $4C, MINNEAPOLIS

BREKID. REURTEL MARCH TEN. COPY REPORT SA LOGAK J. LANE, LA,

MARCH PIVE, LAST, SHOVLD BE PURNISHED USA, ST. PAUL, INASMUCH AS ¢ .
'u'r-rm smnmn ro Inomuon mm?.n AND ro mcwm s axnm

SURPRI SED B! AIDERSE§'8 PROBABLB TESTIHOIY.: POI!T OUT !0 USA
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PHD:eckgjﬂ' - R o SIS
" Note: Volney Davia;~current1y seeking relief from 11re sentence .
o via habeas corpus, arrested by Bureau Agents 6-1-35,+: - "t °
Chicago, Illinois,: after having previously escaped Bureau .
custody on 2-6-35. On 6-2-35, Davis conveyed by Agents_
via chartered. plane to St. Paul, Minnesota, where, on
6-3-35, he pleaded guilty to kidnaping. On 6-7-35, he
‘ received 1ifes sentence. Former SAC Andersen recalls that,

at St. Paul gffice, the traveling chain from leg irons
on Davis was attached to radiator as safety factor.. -
. Davis' handcuffs were then removed and he sat 1ln a chair
. three or four feet from the radiator. As ndted in - -
incoming teletype, other Agents present have no [
recollection re Davis being chalned to radlator. /. -
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i ’ COMMUKICATIONS SECTION
MAR 10/1954
' E
FBI, MINNEAPOLIS 3/10/54 4-55 PH .

DIRECTOR, FBI URGEN
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T

;tfg;;;IB:DKIDNAPPING. REBUFILE SﬁiZN‘BXSH FIVE SEVEN S1X;
REPT OF SA LOGAN J, LANE DATED MARCH FIVE LAST AT LOS ANGELES
RE REPT SETS FORTH SIGNED STATEMENT FORMER SAC HAROLD E. ANDERSQN#,
WHICH REFLECTS HIS RECOLLECTION VOLNEY DAVIS CHAINED W]TH TRAVELING-
CHAIN FROM LEG IRON TO RADIATOR IN ST. PAUL OFFICE ON JUNE THREE
THIRTYFIVE, IT SHOULD BE NOTED OTHER AGENTS INCLUDING SA SAMUEL

V. HARDY, MP OFFICE, FORMER SA JOHN E. BRENNAN, ST. LOUIS AND

FORMER SA JAMES M. KLEES, ST, PAUL, PRESENT WITH DAVIS ON JUNE

THREE, THIRTYFIVE, AND DENY DAVIS WAS HANDCUFFED TO RADIATOR IN
ST, PAUL OFFICE, IN VIEW OF PUBLIC INTEREST AND FAENTIAL PUBLICITY
VHICH. THIS CASE WILL ATTRACT, THE BUREAU 1S REQUESTED TO ADVISE ANY
SPECIAL HANDLING OF INFORMATION IN REREP, UACB COPY OF RE REPT

VILL BE FURISHED AUSA ST, PAUL, MINN, TEN 0-CLOCK CST ON MARCH ~ .~

TVELVE NEXT, FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU, AUSA DIM ADVISED TODAY

HE WILL CONFER WITH COURT APPOINTED ATTORNEY HARLAN STRONG 'bl“ >

MARCH TVELVE NEXT TO SET DATE FOR HEARING. BUEAU VILL BE KEPT /\/\?

ADVISED or.njsvzl.opuzu'rs‘.ﬁ Rf_coRDEDf’o‘ e ’/ 741—/ 5 3(94 w"'&
f% " 17 HOVARD . MAR 12 19547
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Assistant Attorney General March 16, 1954
Warren Olney III

] Director, FBI
. S . O, '_?'J_ 4;': P . - Rt . _r'.‘,:, R
' VOLNEY DAVIS - Sy IPE S LSS L
HABEAS CORPUS ~~ - S O
(YOUR nzmzncx 109-39-1. asx) i AR s
o - Attached horeto are copiu of tho rollowing LT ‘

reports whieh contain the resulta of invostigation conductod A

in thia mattor to dato. b B L o et 4§
< o I C s o ) o ’ \"‘ Jﬁ'. o
Roport of Specio.l Agent Phuip G Bowsor, Jr., o

dﬁted March 3, 1994, at San Pranciaco, Californh. S F

Report of lpecial Agent Logan J. Lano datod ,d J
Harch S, 1951;, at Loa Angeles, Californio.. o ‘fyﬁ“}
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

m;%;ome INATED AT cmcmﬂ
. REPORT MADE AT . 1 DATE WHEN ! mloomwmc_u,tuu _REPORT MADEBY e
d:j SAN FRANCISCO V1 22 PHILIP G, ) Bo
'?"| vma ALVIN KARPIS, was. 3 JRTHIR Re™ - | comcromorcams ~ .
~ BARKER . sed); V VIS, was., N .
f?‘ ol g"’“‘ ) o A KIDNAPING
6%\ EDWARD GECROE BREMER = VICTIM : St e

 8A MICHARL J. CASSIDY advises partiecipated in apprehension -

of VOLNEY DAVIS on June 1, 1935 at Chicago, Illinois and
acconpanied DAVIS on June 2, 1935 on flight to St. Paul,
Mimmesota. At no time was there any discussion with DAVIS
regarding his case by any of the agents in the presence eof
CASSIDY nor did he have discussion with DAVIS about his
having a lawyer to represent him. 8A CASSIDY did not hear
DAVIS ask any Special Agents if he could talk with a ‘
lawyer nor did he hear any agents say to DAVIS, "we are -
all lawyers, we will take care of you", S

- RBG -

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: é—
B

DETAIIS:

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CRNTA .

Speoial Agent MICHAEL J. CASSIDY furmished the following statement conoerni
the apprehension of VOLNEY DAVIS at Chicago, INlinois and subsequent transporta=
tion to St. Paul, Winnesota on June 1 and 2, 19353 o \

"This is to advise that acting upon instrustions of MELVIN H. PURVIS, the
Special Agent in Charge of the Chicago Office of the Federal Burean of Investis
gation, the writer, accompanied by Mr. PURVIS and Special Agents RAY C. SURAN
and MAX CHAFFETZ, proceeded to 1046 Waller Strest on the afternoon of June 1,
1935 and there took into custody VOLNEY DAVIS. HNe was thereafter brought to .
the Chicago Office of the FEI where a detailed search of his person was made by
the writer and Special Agent A. H. JOHNSON, DAVIS was then furnished with ¢lean

ooveralls and a pair of slippers and was placed in a detention cell which was .

o

L at

T e
- e

maintained as part Qf the miugo Offices - -, -
' B “’fbdﬁ.,
7T 1

/

coPms oF THIS REPORT 4/ ) '
= Bureau (7=576) (ATRMAIL) % ¢
) (1'@43,9150

e, {576-'/5 %6

3
2

7z

.

MAR § 1956
3 = Minneapolis (7«30
Paul) 2
17 fen Franotaoo (1-3)

7 ﬁ%‘&'ﬂ” X y
N
] N
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AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED.

PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF
U. 5. GOVIRNNENT PRINTING OPFICT 16— 50355-3



San Francisco 7=33

"The writer did not engage in any discussion with DAVIS regarding hisA '
case and did not hear Special Agent JOHNSQN in any discussion with DAVIS .-~
regarding his case. The writer took no part im the interview of DAVIS - -

" following his arrest, it being understood that such interview with DAVIS. . -
would be conducted by Special Agents SURAN and CHAFFETZ. b o

"On the aftemoon of June 2, 1935 the writer was assigned to assist
Special Agent SURAN and other agents in transporting VOLNEY DAVIS from ' -
Chicago, Illinois to St. Paul, Minnesota. Travel to the Municipel Airport
was accomplished in a regular passenger car and it had no curtains. Travel =
to St. Paul was accomplished in a chartered airplane and it is recalled¥ . -
that a landing at Madison, Wisconsin was made necessary because of bad
flying weather. After the weather cleared, the trip was made without = -
 further incident to St. Paml, arrival there being at approximately 6:00 AN
on June 3, 1935. At this point, VOLNEY DAVIS was given into the custody
of Special Agent in Charge HAROLD B, ANDERSON and Special Agent JOHN B, .
BRENNAN, of the St. Paul Office. The writer ind the other Special Agents
- of the Chicago Office returned directly to Chicago from the St. Paul airport.

&

*During the travel from the Chicago Office $o the St. Paul airport there
was no discussion with DAVIS regarding his case by any of the agents who
traveled with DAVIS,

"At no time did the writer have any discussion with DAVIS about his =
having a lawyer {0 represent him, nor did the writer at any time hear
DAVIS ask any of the other Special Agents 1if he could talk to a lawyer. :
Further, the writer never heard any agent say to DAVIS, "we are all lawyers,
we will take care of you¥. IR SR . = ;
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San Francisco 7-33

d ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

It may be noted that copies of the statement from SA MICHAEL J. ..
CASSIDY were forwarded to the Bn.roan and nnneapolis Oﬁ'ice by lettor

) dated rebruary 23, 199t i,
’ REFERENGE = Report of sA smmn n.u‘u
. lﬁ.nneapolis. e
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84

Office Memorandum « UNITED . ...... GOVERNMENT

“~ TO _ : DIRLCTOR, FBI (7-576) DATB: 3/9/5l,

-7

Qg?°“ * SAC, DEXVER (7-5)

9 s

SUBJECT:  ALVIN KLiPIS, was. (-d.seee-sm-) ART
R.¢BARK: R, was. (deceased)s JOLNEY(DAVIS,
A5 —ST-Tt; BDHARD Co0RCECBHTER -
VICTIM
KIDNAPING

Reference 1s made to Minneapolis teletype to
Buresu deted 3/1/5L, 2: P}, entitled BREKID, which
reflects that on 7/lE/ JOLNLY DAVIS was interv1ewed
at t.e U. S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas by
SaS A. E. FARLAND (deceesed) and A. S. REEDER.

Reference 1s also made tc the report of SA
RCSWeLL T. S ENCeR deted 2/25/5l; at Chicaro, on pages
four ard five tnereof, which refers to ar Interview
ned by S/ A, L. F/R.aAYD and SA& A, S. 3ozDrR, at wiich
time ne executec & sworn stvaterent, irdiceting tnat e
desired this property to be delivered to nis motaer,
who at taat time resided at Neosho, Missouri.

. Tnis 1s tc za~1se that SA A. S. RELRDER recalls
quite vividly detalls concerning this and ot:.er inter-
views hed by SA A, E. FARIAMD, decessed, wi tan the sub-
ject JYOLNEY DAVIS. At no time durlng any of the
interviews, gt wnich time Agent RE:ZDER was present

d‘d DAVIS ever complain of any mistreatment on the part

of any FBI Agents or aryone else. Furt.er, that at all
times DAVIS appeared to be very friendly towards the
Bureau and its Agents and was particularlyinterested

in writing the manuscript as referred to on pa ge three

of thne repart of SA ROSWELL T. SPENCER in order that .
same might be used by the Director in combating Juvenile = . . -~
delinquency. e

A review of the allegations aq‘e edll Jrade (\5N‘r /u
DAVIS as set fortn in report of SA SIqup FLAATA d qéa —

REC{‘."} r
4SH:JD 7DD - 25 ///
CC: 2 -~ ¥inrecpolis (7-30)

g7
68 "¢ 1954



DY 7-5

Pebruary 12, 13-4 at Minneapolis, linnesots, nave been mede
oy SA A. S. RweDER and at nc time during any interviews

with DAVIS at tae U. S. Penitentlary did he make any such
complaint or even indicate in any manner that he hsd not
received falr and partial treatment, not only by Buieau
Agents, but by the Co.rt and other officials that he had
appeared before during his appearance at St. Paul, Minnesota.



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Tris caszoriciNATED AT MINNEAPOLIS

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

LOS ANGELES 3(?75:{; 2/24,25,3/2,3/514 LOGAN J. LAKE _ab
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SYNOPSIS orFAm Lo ot - 4

Signed statement 2/25/514. ‘oy rormer SAC HAROLD !. ANDERSER e 2l
rpeflects his recollection of activity relatingto treatment - &
of VOLNEY DAVIS in FBI office at St, Paul prior to. DAVISt -
entering plea of guilty in federal court. This sthtement
supplements affidavit furnished by ANDERSEN under date
23/40 at Oklahoma City. Signed statement of former SA . -
EDWARD LOUIS COCHRAN regarding interview of DAVIS at U. S.
Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, 6/28/35, by COCHRAN and
. former SA A, E. FARLAND, reflects interview unrecallod by
COCERAN. 'rcxt of abovo atatementa set forth.»

CSa
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DETAILS: B
oAb LLAngelos, Cglifornla. N

.

T

‘On Pebruary 25, 1954, former S eeial Agent in Chargo
HAROLD E. ANDERSEN, who now resides at 556 Tedemory Drive,
Whittier, Calirornig and i1s employed as & Special Agent by the
National Board of *ire Underwriters, was interviewed concern-
ing his recollection of the activity surrounding the handli
of subjéoct VOLNEY DAVIS in the St, Paul 0ffice or the Fodor
Bureau or Im‘estigation on or about June 3 1235. P
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7. Mre ANDERSEN was shown the text of his affidavit ;. '-
made at Oklahoma City, Oklshoma on April 23, 1940. Supple-ib*W
menting that arffidavit, Mr. ANDERSEN dictated the following

dated February 25, 1954, was forwarded to the Minneapolis .. -
office via Reglstered Mail on February 25, 195&. The . *.7".
statement 15 quoted' Ry _ “ﬂ5,5_ 4‘“;j;_; »
e - A7"Loe Angeles, California = - - - &%
February 25, 195& Co

"I, HAROLD E. ANDERSEN am making this etatement to

Special Agent LOGAN J, LANE, JR. of the Federal- - '
. : Bureau of Investigation relative to an affidavit
' : I made in Oklahahoma City, April 23, 1940 in conn=
ection with habeas corpus preceedings then insti- -
tuted by VOLNEY DAVIS. Since it now appears mat-
erial I wish to add the following as a matter of
information:

"when we brought DAVIS to the FBI office in

the 0ld Post Office Building in St. Paul, he was ..
handcuffed, and had leg irons to which was joined
what is known as a traveling chain. This chain

is attached to the protective devices and held =
by the custodian of the prisoner as an added safe-
-ty precaution. ', f,” LT - gfr.L‘_, POl

_ ”At that time the FBI did not have any de-

tention room so it was necessary to keep DAVIS .
in an office used by several agents. I decided
that for reasons of safety it would be advise -
able to attach the traveling chain, which ren -
from the leg irons of ‘DAVIS, to a radiator. . - :
When this was done, his handcurrs were removed, e
I wish to point out that DAVIS was not chained - - ; °
to the radiator in the sense of being near 1t.v; ’fi "
He sat in . chair, perhape three or. four reet o
away. S .- I : S .'.“;;" . :

- T m ht polnt out that T was runy awape T Tos
that DAVIS had effected his escape on a prior

occasion by attacking & agent guard, Therefore,

safety was uppermost in my mind.

statement, whiech was traneribed by a stenographer, and then ey
was signed by Mr. ANDERSEN. The original of the etatement ir;:,
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®*I chatted with DAVIS about mutusl hoodlum
acquaintances and asked him if he would like
breakfast. After he made a selection and under
my orders food was provided for him. I had..
oocasion to be in and out of the office and I
might say I has lort Agent JAUK BRENNAN in “f-“"."f‘-Ir*
oharges _ A T

"DAVIS oxpressed surprise at what the FBI
had learned about him and his activities and .
exhibited a lack of faith in anyone., 48 a matter
of fact, he said he knew he was hooked and want-
ed to get it over with as soon as possiblo. o

"DAVIS did not ask to confer with any of -
his co-defendants or anyone else, He certainly
did not request to use the telephone nor did he
ask for an attorney. Had DAVIS requested per-
mission to contact or hire an attorney his re-
quest certainly would have been grantod.

®As to his mental and physioal condition,
he appeared normal in every respect.

., "I have been informed that DAVIS now
contends he was made promises in the event he
pleaded guilty. As Agent in Charge of the FBI
office any such promise would have come to my
attention and I distinctly recall that no prom-
ises whatsoever were made to him--certainly not
by me to whom ho would have looked ror promiaoa.

MDAVIS! aolo concern seemed to be to dis-
pose of his case as soon as possible. When he
told me he would like to plead guilty, immediate-~
1y I informed him I would confer with the United ..
Stated Attorney as the FBI had no authority v
insofar as court procedure was concerned., I did
talk with United States Attorney SULLIVAN, who
was later U. 8. District Judge in Minnesota. He
in turn talked with DAVIS before the two of us
conrorrod with the 1strict Judge.

>‘f7 3v...\ ‘
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D "It is my firm conviction there was nothing
S ey illegal in any of the proceedings and that DAVIS -
s 7o well knew the facts and probable sentence when - - -
“.. .. he stood up in court and entered his ploa of . _-4wfﬁk
guilty to'kidnapping. £¢‘y p.ﬂﬁ A o

& SRS R §> ey Rt s

: 'DAVIS now’ eontenda, I am inrormed that uhan LT

he requested to 3ee & lawyer he was informed by .7 .. .
FBI agents!'We are all lawyers. We will take a‘?z,ﬁan__, -
‘care of you.¥ This statement to my knowledge was B S

- never made and appears illogical and since DAVIS .. . &+
K well mew the poaition of the FBI agenta in the -
; cas.o . ) IR :

'Even though thaso mang yoare have passod .
salient facts are clear in my mind. A full dis-
cussion of the eircumstances naturally would open . . . :
my mind and nemory to additional facts, - - - - .

~ "/s/ HAROLD E. ANDERSEN =

"witness:

"/s/ LOGAN J. LANE, JR., Spocial'Ageht, rBI,'Lds‘””
Angoles. Calirornia.. _

- “/s/ FRANK H. TOWNSEND, Special Agent, FBI, Los i
: Angoles, calirornin._f;g Py _ . S

» On Mareh 3, 195, former Special Agent EDWARD LOUIS
COCHRAN, 624 23rd Street, Santa Monioa, California, who is

now employed as an investigator for the Reoonstruction.?in-
ance Company, with effices in Room 601, Subway Terminal ' . .- ' -
Building, 417 South Hill Street, lLos Angeles, californil,'iibav o
was interviewed. Mr, COCHRAN was amked for his recolloc-m.?“

tion of an interview conducted by former Special Agent =~ - =~
A. E, PARLAND (now deceased) and Mr, COPHRAN with subjeet =
VOLNEY DAVIS, on or about June 28 1935 at the U. S. Penitonp
tiary, Loavonworth Kansas, ' . ,




" ment, the original of which was forwarded to the mnneapolil'
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m‘. GOCHRA! furnished the r0110ﬂ'1n8 Signed -tat‘-:;‘-.»’

office via Reslntered Hail on Harch h. 195h.“ etatoment
19 quoted° £l R '?“?*L Yyt

?_5 s ‘ ‘.' BhA oL A ‘-
JEN - o

el "Santa Honiea. Californil ‘
March 3, 1954 <~ . -

‘I the undersisned, EDHARD LOUIS COCHRAN, 62h Twenty- :i"'
third Street, Santa Monica, California, meke the follow->" ﬁ
ing voluntary statement to Special Agont LOGAN Je LANE,-
Federal Bureau of Investigation. R

. "In Juno, 1935, I was employed as a Spocial Agent‘ '
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, assigned to s
the Kansas City Division. My official investigations
caused me to accompany Special Agent A. E. FARLAND, '
who was likewise assigned to the Kansas City Division,
on interviews with persons incarcerated at the U. 8, -
Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas. As Speclal Agent

FARLAND was at that time more experienced in invest-
igative work than I, the interviews were conductod
almost entiroly by him in my Presence, - - - - ~

"I recell the name of VOLNEY DAVIS as a person
connected with an official investigation of the =
Federal Bureau of Investigation., I have no indep- )

-endent recollection of ever having participated with o
Speclal Agent FARLAND, or with any other Special o
Agent, in an interview with VOLNEY DAVIS at the U,

Se Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, On June 28, - . 2

' 1935, or on any other dato at any othor plaoo. }"@: ST

_ 'Such an 1nterview may have taken placo, tnd RANCE Ty
due to the passage of time, I do not now recall 1t..»_a»€
I have no recollection that VOLNEY DAVIS at any . :
time or place, stated or alleged in my presence
that he had been subjected to mistreatment in any

. manner, or had been promised anything by Special e
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigatien, - . 7 ... .
Eororo or after being sentenced for any offense. - =

- 4+t 1s my belief that if VOLNEY DAVIS had made such
allegations in my presence, I would now recall them.

"/s/ EDWARD LOUIS COCHRAN

"Witness:
"/s/ Speclal Agent LOGAN J. LANE, FBI, Lo® Angeles,

-5.
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

3 . Coples of the signed statements of HAROLD E. .
ANDERSE! and EDWARD LOUIS COCHRAN are retained as e:hibitl",?,:
.in the Los Angoles 0ffice file on thia case for possiblo zgg;,'f»

f# ". A copy of this roport ‘was not 1ndicatod for tho
‘ Uhitod States Attorney, Minneapolis, it being left to the -

discretion of the Minneapolis Office to direct such copy ot 4?7}

g repor to the United Stated Attornsy if 1t is deemed desirable:

S

: ,'4_. . —lv. 5_
o R Teletypo summary of Hr. ANDERSEH'S statemont was
- sent the Hinneapoliu office on February 25, 19Shc,:_ B

Toletype summary of My, COCHRAN'S statement waa' |
sent the Bureau and Hinneapolis offiee on March 3, 195&.

S m Vsl AR E- .
b o . R o A e &

a e

& e L

REFEREHCEs- ST e :
L ee s wa Ybrk Airtol Foburagy 19, 195h tO Los An801°’-'-r

Report of SA SIGURD FLAATA, dated Feburapry 12,
1954 at Minneapolis,

g S Los Angeles Tolotypo to Minneapolia dated February
25, 1954. e s : o
5‘ g Los Angeles Letter to Hinneapolis dated February
2 19 ®

,' -~ Butel to Hinnoapolia and Los Angoles dated March
2, 19 :

’ i Los Angeloa Tolotype %o Bureau and Hinneapolin
dated March 3, 195&. :
ngelos 1otter to Minneapolia dated March h, -
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}\)/ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNRITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

! 3 AIRTEL
Transmit the following A4Z¢}idf message fo:

(ﬁ/ FBI, ytéapons 3/15/54

DIRECTOR, FBI (7-576)

O .
(BREKID,) REBUTEL 3/11/54. ALEX DIM, AUSA, ST. PAUL, ADVISHD
HE CONFERRED TODAY WITH HARLAN STRONG, COURT-APFOINTED ATTORNEY

)h."

FOR VOLNEY DAVIS, REGARDING SETTING A DATZ FOR HEARING FOR

' DAVIS, AND THAT STRONG REQUESTEﬁ MORE TIME TO PREPARE FOR THE
HEARING. DIM STATED STRONG INDICATED HE IS ATTEMPTING TO
LOCATE A WITNESS IN TOKYO (WHOM STRONG DID NOT IDENTIFY.) DIM
ADVISED HE DOES NOT FE:L HE SHOULD RUSH STRONG ON HEARING DATE
AND PREFERS TO GIVE STRONG ALL THE TIME HE DESIRES. DIM STATED
HE NOW ANTICIPATES HEARING WILL BE SET FOR DATEZ EARLY PART OF

—
APRIL. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS, :r/
o
| , HOWARD
SFioVR , -
7-30 iy
1723 576 - -/53: 7
e T T MARIT 1954
s

CC: MR nosmt
: NV ~TIGATIVE DIVISJOX

55 AP;:? 7y
h & | |
Approved: db\k Sont\____ll P_or-‘

Speéiéyxﬂgéj‘ in Charge
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{ se——-/\L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIL...

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

ATIRTxl,
Tranemit the following Z¢}4ffpe message to:

FB¥, MINNEAPOLIS (7-30) 3/31/5k
DIRECTOR, FBI (7-576) ‘ |

e T

\_BREKID,/ AUSA ALEX DIM ADVISED TODAY HE WILL ME&T WITH

HARLAN STRONG, COURT-APPOINTED ATTORNEY FOR VOLNEY DAVIS,
ON APRIL 2 NEXT TO SET DATE FOR HEARING, FOR DAVIS.
DIM STATED HE ANTICIPATES JUDGE NORDBYE WILL APPROVE
DATE FOR HEARING AGREED UPON BY ATTORNEY AND DIM
ADVISED HE WILL REQUEST AT LEAST TWO WEEKS' INTERVAL
TG PERMIT SUBPOENA OF WITNESSES. BUREAU WILL BE KEPT
ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS.

HOWARD '
7-30
SF:PJW

- 1 557
‘ VASSNER
RECORDED-% 4 APR.1_19 |
' o ¥ i = Ce i Wl
&

‘ SR L S Mg
N S PR A : ‘
“ b \ - ' K . " )

/2 o o
5 = APRO 1953 S
Approved: C/’]‘/ B

Special Agent in Charge
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIs CASEORIGINATED AT MILNNWAPOLIS FILE NO.
; REPORT MADE AT DA‘I'MIA&HM 26 3/ Wﬂlfli 1 REPORT MADE BY
MIVITATOLIS L/23/5L [ 7\ )2, 2¢/50, SA SIGURD FLAATA = sjm
TIME / ) CHARACTER OF CASE
VOLI B DAVIS was, ET AL; . - | H&IDNAFING -~y wsym
EDWARD GEORGE REMER-:gVICTIM*de}{? ist 3 h,-~»_11s7~f}}-f:?

SYNOPSIS OF FACT"

VOLNEY DAVIS appeared before Honorable GUNNAR NORDBYE U S L
District Court, St. Paul, Minn., 2/26/5) and upon his request, .
HARLAN STRONG, attorney, ‘Minneapolis, Minn., was appointed to .
represent DAVIS at his hearing which.Judge NORDRYE stated he gg-
would set for a date which would give ample time to attorney
for DAVIS. Statements of Bureau Supervisor ARTHUR J. NORSTROM,
washington, D.C. and former SA EDWARD LOUIS COCHRAN, Santa
Monlca, Calif. who ‘interviewed DAVIS at U.S. Penitentiary, ~
Leavenworth, Kansas, set forth. SA A. S. REEDZR, Denver, advised
that at no time during any interviews with VOLPWY DAVIS at J.S.
Fenitentiary, Leavenworth, did DAVIS make any complaint of -
mistreatment by Bureau agents or any other officials. JOSEFH

T. LYNCH, St. Paul, former Deputy Clerk of Court,- identified -
penciled notes on file in office of U.S. Clerk of Court, St.
Faul, as maje by him at arraignment of VOL:iTY DAVIS 6/3/35

whicn reflect, "#6096 C, June 3, 1935 (JCV"“ - J), 3R, P,
SULLIVAL, VCL:IZIY DAVIS is arraigned and on being quectioned by
the court stated that he did not desire the advice of counsel
and entered a plea of gullty. Sentence deferred to June 7,
1935." A. A. BERG, former Deputy U.S. Marshal, Minneapolis, .
gave sligned statement which reflects Judge JOYCE offered to
appoint attorney for DAVIS at hls arraignment which offer DAVIS
declined. . AUSA ALEX DIM, St. Paul, advised HARLAN STRONG,

court appointed attorney for DAVIS, has requested postponemeat

hea .
of ring %s. N “,~fx; Cpe e

12 71"“:"::/?5? 77 IBECORDED 50

d
corlq' mw S ZEE s

G- e Paé-‘:”%”’ [ e ||
1 2 - Minneapolis (EEg%%OYiH)*f #:

olis 3 - jé!i:§59§$”1
186 WAR 26 1968 | | :

PROPERTY OF IS CONFIDEWYI n[;o*h&rs CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO' & DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED.
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_ DETAILS:, At st. Iaul and Linneagclis Minneeota

, NORDBYE Judge, U.S. District Court, St. Pau!’ _February a&;:;ﬂ,'
: 195&, and requested-the court to appoint an attorney for him
% .. from a 118t of five attorneysswhich DAVIS read to the court, "
=w#.  This 11st included HARLAN STRONG, .attorney, Minneap6lis, who ..
o was later appointed by Judge NORDBYE to represent WINEY DAVIS
at his hearing which the court stated would be 8set on a date
“to give ample time to DAVIS! attorney. g TR

. By letter dated March 5, 195h, the Bureau furnished
the following signed statement furnished by Bureau Supervisor.
ARTHUR J. NORSTROM concerning his recollection of interviews
‘conducted by him with VOLNEY DAVIS at the U S Penitentiary, .
Leavenworth Kansas, during the year 1935 o

g
s

5
¢

."washington, D c. o A )
a i ""March 3, 1954

"I, Artaur J. Norstrom, Wederal Bureau of Investi-
cation, United States Departaent of Justice, yjashiig -

- ton, D.C., ma<e tne following statement with .. .. -

reference to interviews with Volney Davis at the

U.S. Fenitentiary, Leavemworth, Kansas, in 1935 in

which T participated- T .

. L <‘— : N

"r entered on duty with the Federal Bureau of e
Investigation on July 30, 1934, and for a period
of time while I was assigned to the Kansas City

o T office of the rFrederal Burean of Investigation I : . .. -
Pty was exclusively engaged in the investigation .- (';;.”

relating to the kidnaping of Edward George Rremer. - .

2 s on August 23, 1935, together with the late SA Albert: '
e T E. Farland, I interviewed Volney Davis at the U.S. ..::.
: ) ' PenitentiaryJ Leavenworth, Kansas, for the greater. .. -
portion of a day. During this and two subsequent e
interviews with Davis on August 26, 1935, and Sep-
tember 9, 1935, conducted by myself and SA Farland,
Davis talked freely without restraint, He furnished
important detailed information concerning certain
aspects of the investigation and persons 1nvolved

therein.
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"No promises were made to him end he advised that
he expected no favors. At no time during the inter= 1%
view did he make any allegation of mistreatment at
the time of his arrest, nor did he allege. that. : >
promises were made to him prior to the i»;osition
of sentence. T R £ , R

T njs/ Abthur 7: Norstrom -
Arthur J. Norstrom : . .’ - Cae
Special Agent e.“ o '};zi

_ By letter dated March L, 195u, the Los Angeles Division
furnished the following signed statement from former SA EDwARD
LOUIS COCHRAN, 624 23rd Street, Santa Monica, California, con-
cerning interview with VOLNEY DAVIS conduc ted by former SA"A.%.
PARLAND (deceased) and SA EDWARD. LOUIS COCHRAN at the U.S.
Penitentlary, Leavenworth, nansas, on June 28, 1935::

"Santa Monica, California
March 3, 1954

"I, the undersigned, =Da4iRD LCUIS COCHRAT, 62l Twenty-
tnird Street, cfaante Monica, Califcrnia, make tne

Lollowing voluntary statement to Special Agent LOJAN S -
J. LANE, Federal Bureau of Investigation.

"In June, 1935, I was employed as a Special Agent,of
the Tederal Bureau of Investigation, assigned to the
Kansas City Division. My off%cial investigations~
caused me to accompany Special Agent A. E. FARLAND,
who was llikewise assigned to the Kansas City Division,
on interviews with persons'incarcerated at the U.S.
Fenitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas. As Speclal .
Agent FARLAND was at that time more experienced in
investigative work than I, the interviews were con- .
ducted almost entirely by him in my presence. - -
T "y recall the name of VOLNWY D&VIS as a person con- 'iig
Lo nected with an official 1nvestigation of the TFederal IR
Bureau of Investigation. 'I have no independent - = _ =
recollection of ever having participated with - - 7. =~
Special Agent FARLAND, or with any other Special . .-
Agent, 1In an interview with VOIN®Y DAVIS at the -

~ -

-3-



* U.S. Fenitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, on June 28, T S
1935, or on eny other date at eny. other place. F;'gfs,;aggp '
"Such an 1nterview may have taken place; ‘and due. to‘y'“‘ﬁﬁ:i.'
the passage of time, I do not now recsall it. I have P

- no recollection’that VOLNEY DAVIS at any time or- . V*;.
place, stated or alleged in my presence that he had\ L
been subjected to mistreatment in any manner, or had. ';

been promised anything by Special Agents of the - . .. .
Federal Bureau of Investigation, before or after being  §?
sentenced for any offense. It is my belief that 1if co
VOLNEY DAVIS hed made such allevations in my presence,’
-1 would ‘now recall them. o
"/s/ EDWARD LOUIS ﬂcunRAN

"jitness: N -

"/s/ Special Agent LOGAN J. LANE,
LI, Los ingeles, Calif.

Ey letter dated jarca v, LvSL, tne Denvzr Divicion
adavised thet SA A, S£. RETDIR, wno 1s ascigned to tae Denver
Division, recalls quite vividly detalls concerning interviews

had by SA A E. FARLAND (deceased) with VOLNEY DAVIS at the
JU.S. Fenitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, at which interviews
A. S. RIEDRER participated. According to the letter from the
Denverpivision, SA IEEDER acvised that af no time during any :
of the interviews at which REEDER was present did DAVIS ever
complain of any mistreatment on the part of any FRI agents or
anyone else. Further, that at all times DAVIS appearod to be
very friendly toward the Bureau and its agents and was particu-
larly interested in writing a manuscript in order that the same
might be used by the Director in combating juvenile delinquency.
SA REEDER advised further that at no time during any interviews
with DAVIS at the U.S. Fenitentiary did he make any complalints =~
or indicate in any manner that he had not'recelved fatr. impartial
reatment not only by the Rurseau azents but by the court and”
cther officials, that he had aprpdred before dur*qg hi _appearance
in st. paul, Minnesota. . _ ‘ ,

WILLIAM H. ECKLEY, Deputy Clerk of COurt U.u. Distrlct
Lt. Iaxl, Minnzscte, advieed tnaut yenclilsa notes of th
soment of VCILIwIY DAVIs doted Juae 3, 1935, frcn waleh the
=l court alaates for tnat asts 1n criainsl Gicget waver

_“+—
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6C95 were drawn, are con file in his office. Mr. ECALEY furnlshed
- the Mlnneapolis Division with a- photostatic’ copy of the -penciled”
notes which Mr, ECKLEY stated were in the handwriting of JOSE;H
T. LYNCH, former Deputy Clerk of Court, U.S, District Court,

St. faul, which'read as follows: "#6096 Criminal, June 3; 19}5
(JCYIE'='J), GEO+ F. SULLIVAN, VCLNEY DAVIS is arraiz,ned and, -
on being questioned by the court stated that hée did not desire
the advice of Counsel and entered a plea of guilty Sentence
deferred to June 7, 1935 " 'f,, R T LN

- - . '?. WT R er o 4_-_’,. R
;’” A ERCIR R

' A photostat of the above penciled notes were shounﬂi-f
to JOSEPH T. LYNCH, former Deputy Clerk of Court, St. Paul, at -
his place of employment, Minnehaha and white Rear Avenues,

St. Faul, on March 1, 1954, at which time Mr. LYNCH identified
the handwriting positively as his own.  Mr. LYNCH stated that
he made the .court minutes from his penc1led notes and that it
was customary to -mainteain both the penciled notes and the court
minutes in the files of the Clerk of Court, St. paul.

Uponrinterview ERNEST J. MEILI, Chief U.S. Probation
'Cffioer, J.8, Court House, Minnsapolis, acdviced that he wzse not
rrecsent 2t thne arraignment or seateacing of VOLNTY DaVIS. Fr.
vTILT suggested, however, that A, A, =25, 404Y Bryant Avenue
South, Minneapolis, foraer Deputy United Statesjitarshal, aay..
have been in court at the time of the arraignment or sentencing
of DAVIS. Mr. MEILI pointed out that his former Assistant
Frobation Officer, JOHUN E. BUCKLEY, who was formerly assigned
to St. Faul, was deceased and,grobably covered tne =entencing

of VOLNEY DAVIS. o # A

- . 4 -t HES AR

ALLTE ALBIN B RG, employed by D. Ww. Onan & Son
Incorporated, 2500 Unlver31ty Avenue Southeast, Minneapolis,
was interviewed at hls residence ‘4049 Bryant Avenue Soutn, - "
Minneapolis, Mr. BERG advised that he served as a Deputy United o
- States Marshal from 192 to 1935 and stated that he was pressnt -
in the court room in St. Faul at the time DAVIS was arraigned
and sentenced in 1935.- BERG stated he recalled transporting .

. DAVIS from the Ramsey County Jail to the Federal Courts.Building

however, stated that he did nat have any conversation with DAVIS.
TRG gave the following signaed statement concerning his recollec-

tion of thé events which transpired at the arralgnment of VOLNEY

DAVIS on June 3, 1935: o o . e

3 e . TV TSN e S :
B A S -l--,.., .--_,—'-..-. e LNl L UEI S S PPN

-5-
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"rinneapolis, Minn.
e . _“ar. 12 l95u
“I, Allie Albin Berg, u0u9 Bryant Avenue South -f-"":& )
Minneapolis, furnish the following statement to Special
ngent Sigurd wlaata, Federal Bureau of- Investigation, 3{;5
freely and voluntarily. I was a United States Deputy w
Marshall in St.  Faul on June 3, 1935 and was .in the
courtroom of the Federal Courts Building, St. Faul, .
on that ‘date when Volney Davis was arraigned before o
Judge Matthéw M. Joyce. I recall that Volney Davis - . . -
was asked how he desired to plead and he stated .- 9j~;ﬁf
wanted to get his case over with and enter a plea of
guilty. I recall Judge Joyce warned Davis that he
was charged with commission of a serious crime and
that he might face a life sentence upon his conviection.
Judge Joyce offered to appoint an attorney for Davis,
however, Davis declined and entered a plea of guilty.
I have read the above statement and the facts contained
therein are true, -

"/s/ Allie Albin Eerg‘
"witness:
n/s/ sigﬁfd Tlaata,
Special Agent, P,R,I."
Assistaht United States Attorney AL=X DIM, St. Faul,
advised on April 20, 1954, that no date has been set for the
hearing of VOLNEY DAVIS for the reason that court aprointed
attorney HARLAN STRONG has requested more time.

]




MF 7-30
ADMINISTRATIVE FAGS
| AR ‘, LFADS TR
e NINNEAPOLIS DIVISTON < V;' R IO

51' e )

».é i

At Minneapolis Minnesota

will keep the Bureau advised of pertinent developments
and court action in this case, and when hesring is set, will
furnish Bureau daily summary.of deve10pments, as instructed b;y
the Bureau 1n referenced air- tel

REFERENCES .

Report of SA SIGURD FLAATA dated’ February 12, 1954, at Minne- -
apolis, yinnesota. — ‘ : , i .

Report of SA SIGURD FLAATA dated February 25, 1953, at Minne-
apolis, Minnesota. ) '

Bureau air-tel to Minneq:olis dated April 19, 195l.

iinnsapolis air-tel to RBureau dated April 20, 1y54.




S o AIR MATL
INNZAPOLIS (7-30) . , - W/20/sh -* /7, “sP:Dp
TOR, FBI (7-576) ' R -

o
AL

> S, W9 O
‘)

KID. ‘REBUAIRTEL APRIL 19, 1954. ALEX DIM, AUSA, ST. PAUL,
MINNESOTA, ADVISED' THAT HARLAN STRONG, COURT-APPOINTED ATTORNEY h
FOR VOLNZY DAVIS, HAS REQUESTED MORE TIME IN LINING UP WITWESSES}"
AND THAT STRONG HAS NOT MADE ANY REQUEST FOR DATE TO BE SET UP

FOR HEARING FOR DAVIS. DIM STATED THAT JUDGE GUNNAR NORDBYE, WHO
WILL PRZSIDE AT HEARING, HAS A FULL COURT CALENDAR AT PRESENT

TIME AND DIM INDICATED POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT HEARING MAY NOT

BE SET FOR SEVEZRAL WEEKS. DIM ADVISED THAT WiEN JUDGE NORDBYE
SETS DATE FOR HEARING, A REQUEST WILL BE MADE FOR AT LEAST TWO
WEEKS INTERVAL TO PERMIT SUBPOENA OF WITNESSES. BUREAU WILL
BE KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS,

|  HOWARD -
| e I T
o Ty o mmmaw
- ba r.-“?ﬁr 6, d '
\ Approveds Wl ] Snt___~ M Per

wg«:;# Agent in Charge -

c - -



Assistant Attorney General May 18, 1954
Warren Olney III

- Director, FBI 7 7

Rsconnsn.4 5 é ~ /5 3 7 4.,{

Swtetec L VOLNBY DAVIS - ;¥ ey e ATE s
A% (toua xxmncx 109-39- g’ ‘

<~ T
*; ﬂ
*5
w

- - L !’hu il to adviso thnt the hearing on Volnoy
770 pDavis! petition for release on hadeas corpus has been nt :;_".
CET by United States Distriet Judge Gunnar lordbyo tor J’uno 1.

L 195!&. .t 3t- ’“1' Bmo‘ot‘- B ‘.:.

IR ATV Auhtant Unitod Statel Attorney Alox Din, St l’anl,

R Kinnesota, has advised that subpoenn are boing iuuod tor o

all Govorment ultnosse.. y

% . =

- oL PR LT, g
. e 4l RS A

- ‘,.. ~ S R LY . }.»-l i'm‘ e

The sbove s boing mrniahed for your information B
and you will bo tdviud of ndditional developmonts in this »n
matter. - - . , S | . B S

! . R S 4 © i \AR

) [
(7-576) &
MI‘C:ocJ]S&;

it ‘a

£ ,"'-B“A n < 2 bh .2d

Ladd

Nichols

Belmost

El:!."E ﬂEb Otmff
Rosen
::'—AL-:’-‘ R v 21§

Teotter

) & < WAY.26 1854

S Dbl ot w?urwn»\f‘ iy

. "'uii,rp;“rq goququ

Nes

MAY131654 |

COMM . FBI




FiEDERAL BUEAU OF INVLSTIGATICH

UNITED STATIS DEFARTVINT OF JUSTICE

;Zgnsmit the following air-tel to: ~7 B

RECTOR, FBI (7-575) 5/10/3L u/

W%RI MINNEAPOLIS (7-30) c | ,Qm/f/‘;/
¢ \i o
w’*mvrs WAS., ST AL; -D.ARD GIORGE BRIMER - VICTIM, ’f“‘“f” P

KIDNAPFING. REREP SA SIGURD PLAATA DATELD MARCH 23, 1954. e
ALEX DI, ASSISTANT UNITED STALlLS ATTORNEY, Sr. PAUL, Qf‘)

ADVIS.D THAT JUDGE GUNNAR WORDIVL HAS SET HrARING FOR

VOLNLY DAVIS FOR JUNE 7, 195k, AT ST. TAUL. Lit. DIM FUR-

mg———=

NwISHED FOLLOWIING LIST COF WITIILOLIS HILCLOLSARY FOR HEARING

AND STATID THAT SUDIOLIAZSS 3UTNG ISSULD FOR ALL WITHLSSES
EXCEPT ZURZAU AGENIS: S

SUREAU SUPERVISOR ARTHUR J. NORSTROM, WASIINGTON, D. C. ﬁ_
SA MICHAEL J. CASSIDY, SAN FRANCISCO ‘

SA SAMUEL W. HARDY, MINILAPOLIS

E. KUHNE 7 ANTON - - - “an,.
SA E. E. KUHNEL, SAN ANTONIO SR0ED - & / — 5 74 /5 3}L;
S CK(,}, REC —_—— !
&or . 9 MAY 12 1954

. .t - 4
San Diego (7-11) N%
Sain Francisco (7-33) ge )QL/f);g;_ J/\
Savansh (7-2)

Washingten Field (7-563)

¢cc: 2 - Denver (7-5)
2 - Los Angeles (7-42) _— s .
3 - Miami (7-24) X
2 - New York (7-120) (9
2 - Omaha (7-l) A AT
2 - Philadelphia (7-45) *4,/ IRAN
2 St. Louis (7-43) : Vb‘\q \.Q "",\ P
2 - San Antonio (7-41) .. .- U
5 .
2
2

L I I R R B R |



N C ! | / | ) . FD-36
,s " ~

mERAt BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Mr. Tolson_____
: Mr. Boardman __
) ICR Mr. Nichols
. . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST vl Belm‘:m
Mr. Glavin
"""""" Mr. Harbo_____L—
t Mr. Roser
) ‘ ﬂ’ Mr. Tamm _____
Transmit the following Teletype message to: | ?ﬁ‘: ﬂ‘;‘;g —
. Mr. Winterrowd_
00!
, 5T, LOUIS L=1T7-54 R‘]A’% . ollollz:mn__
Miss Gefd -
¢n DIRECTOR, FBI (7-576) AND SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (7-30) . . . AIR'QEKZIZ T
V{IHCR )
o BIE=F,
VOLNEY DAVIS, WAS., ET AL; EDWARD GECRGE BREMER - VICTIM, KIDNAPING. .
RE MINNEAPOLIS AIRTEL 5-10-54, FORMER SA JOHN E. Bmu_.mné@W
BEING SUBPOENAED FOR HEARING AT MINNEAPOLIS RE VOLNEY DAVIS ON
6‘7’5‘&0
MILNES
B
RJA:MAF

7-43 i“

e

I Mr. Resen !

ReEGoroER-la, /- S - /S 378
EX11p ' M 1swes |

See— ;
- ——— .

Q?E?g; LAY 24 534

M Per
Approved: W\ s"‘,t

*ecial Agent in Charge




Oﬂice Memo; mzdum e UNITED smms GOVERNMENT

"ror' : DIRMTOR, FBI 4 6 DATE: hhrmy 23, 195}
,,/ BAC, SAN FRANCTSCO (7=33) A’K 5 /
sulchr- ALVIN mm .y otal N
o xomerme T 5«74 /5’&57?[ N
. eLaara 7 L
?j‘*‘ - Ru'op 84 SIGURD FIATTA dated February 12,. ]}5& at Minneapolis.

. Farwarded, herewith, to the Bureau and Minneapolis Office are two ooptn
" each of memorandum submitted by SA MIC Jo CASSIDY concerning the events

swrounding the apprehension of VO VIS and his subsequent. trlmpm:tlon

to u. Pml, Minnesota on June 1 and Jnm 2, 1.935 rupccti.nly. RS o
: - RUC. -~ - = S
: - POBswap

2 Euols.

. ces Cincinnati
. ces ,‘lu.nnnpolu (2 nzclg.) ,

. {u_() - RECORDED - 70 i—{é

INDEXED - 79




FEDERAL BUREAU OF - . [ION

« UNITED STATES DEPART  DSTICE
MAY 20, 1954 AIRTEL
To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. AIR MAIL

Transmit the following message t8AC, MINNEAPOLIS (7-30)
Bl VOLNEY BAVIS, WAS., ET AL; EDWARD’BREMER - VICTIM; KIDNAPING.
- FURNISH BUREAU WITH COMPLETE LIST OF ALL INDIVIDUALS
| SUBPOENAED AS COVERNKENT WITNESSES POR PORTHCONING HEARING.. ...
. . INDICATE WHETHER PRESENT OR FORMER BUREAU Eﬁhbxxss ot T
~ OTHERWISE ‘CONKECTED WITH THE ORIGINAL ssursxcmc op DAVIS.

n VIEW o# THE msn m: ssnxousmss oF rm: mﬁxons e

- T

; mvxousu MATE BY mvxs AGAI!ST 'mx Btmsw, AS wxngm 7?: o
BoTH FORHER um msnrr BUREAU EHPLO!EES, !ou SHOULD BE %

PREPARED 0 PULLI REPUTE Ol 'I'HE REOORD An SUCH ALLEGATIOIg

WHICH ARE MADE BY mv:ts mmm THE cotmsz OF 'ms mmmm
wam smmrm.. *

<

e
P s

(5760 . M ,
MTc:eclf“‘)‘p o \
L MaY 21 1954 o a.7§ _
E s 132 3 =x TIo0-
_ a RS . 332
I“‘-u:——: e o ' 28 4 ;“
Brem i BE 0 R
et e TU2iL W s
luir—,.—-—t» a8 eill‘f oy - X
‘I’ . i Y = D B
ey l A = s
!c,,"rr-———-\..'ﬂn T . L ?_, J_-»- B
Tele. Ra W e i -
Gendy —
" SENT VIA

Per

L“.q‘. -, ‘,



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

AIRTEL

Tranemit the following X&TEXYPE message t.o:, o -

I, KINNEAPOLIS sl o
DIRECTOR, FBI (7-576) ‘6*‘2' K\ o , 1
VOLNEffDAVIS WAS., ET AL; EDWARD BREMER - VICTIM; KIDNAPING.

REBUAIRTEL 5-20-54 AND MP AIRTEL TO BUREAU 5-10-54. FOR INFO .
OF BUREAU, COMPLETE LIST OF GOVERNMENT WITNESSES, INCLUDING ‘”
AGENTS, FORMER AGENTS AND OTHERS, FURNISHED TO BUREAU AND
AUXILIARY OFFICES IN REFERENCED MP ATIRTEL 5-10-54. ALEX

DIM, AUSA, ST. PAUL, ADVISED TODAY RECEIPT OF FOLLOWING LIST

OF WITHESSES DESIRED SUBPOENAED BY HARLAN STRONG, COURT
APPOINTED ATTORNEY FOR VOLNEY DAVIS: (1) MELVIN PURVIS,

FORMER SAC, PRESENTLY UNDER SUBPOENA BY GOVERNMENT. (2)

JOHN BRENNAN, FORMAR SA, PRESENTLY UNDER SUBPOENA BY GOVERNMENT.
(3) STRONG DESIRED NAME OF AGENT IN CHARGE OF AIRPLANE FLIGHT
FROM GHICAGO TO MP WHEN DAVIS WAS FLOWN TO MP ON 6-3-35.

DIM GAVE STRONG NAME OF MELVIN PURVIS, FORMER SAC, CHICAGO
DIVISION, WHG IS PRESENTLY UTDER SUBPOENA BY GOVERNMENT. (4)1
STRONG ADVISED THAT "WHEN DAVIS WAS ARRESTED AN AGENT TOOK
A SHOT AT HIM AND WAS, ACCORDING TO DAVIS, REPRIMANDED BY
PURVIS." MR. DIM GAVE NAME OF SA R, C. SURAWN;- PRESENTLY UNDER
SUBPOENA BY GOVERNMENT IT WAS POINTED OUT TO MR DIM THAT

. R e

cc: CHICAGO (7-82) (INFO) MAY 24 1952 ;‘ g’d /

s
Approved: Sent_ B Y g ROT
cid. Agent in Charge ‘




T . ,. ) D-86¢

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF -JUSTICE

. AIRTEL
'l'ransmit. the following Keid¥ypeXmessage to:

PAGE TWO . ORI ';,ff“”‘}‘?fl;ﬁ'ej"J'ggi,j
SA R. C. SURAN REPORTED AT TIME OF APPREHENSION OF DAVIS oN ,:?F
6-1-35 IN CHICAGO, THAT DAVIS RESISTED ARREST AND IN STRUGGLE
WITH AGENT SURAN STRUCK SURAN'S ARM CAUSING HIS REVOLVER TO .
BE ACCIDENTALLY DISCHARGED. REPORT OF SA KENNERLY R CORBETT§'
2-23-5l; AT SAVANNAH SETS FORTH SIMILAR INFOIFRGH FORMER SAC
PURVIS SURROUNDING THE ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGE OF SURAN'S REVOLVER

AT THE TIME OF ARR%T OF DAVIS (5) STRONG FURNISHED THE NAME

4
- 4
- T =

(7) GEORGE HEISEY, US REFEREE IN BANKRUPICY, MP, AND

€Ot MR ROSEN -
e ——————
INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION

Approved: Sent________M Per
Special Agent in Charge




4' >I
' ' ) D-3¢

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

AIRTEL L
Transmit the following FEIeUPX message to: -

PAGE THREE . | R
FORMER AUSA, ST. PAUL. REPORT OF SA SIGURD FLAATA 2-25-5)

AT MP REFLECTS HEISEY, UPON INTERVIEW, STATED THAT HE HANDLED,
 PROSECUTTON OF DEFENDANTS, WHO ENTEREDVPLEAS OF NOT GUILTY i;
IN INSTANT CASE, AND THAT USA SULLIVAN (DECEASED) REPRESENTED

'GOVERNMENT AT ARRAIGNMENT AND SENTENCING OF DAVIS, HEISEY
STATED HE INTERVIEWED DAVIS' GIRLFRIZND, EDNA MURRAY, WHO
EECAME WITNESS FOR GOVERNMENT, HOWEVER, ADVISED HE MADE NO
PROMISES TO EDNA MURRAY THAT DAVIS WOULD RECEIVE LIGHT SENTENCE
IF PLEA OF GUILTY ENTERED. ALEX DIM, AUSA, ADVISED TODAY
GEORCE HEISEY NOW BEING SUBPOENAED AS WITNESS FOR GOVERNMENT.
(8) JAMES JACK WILSON, WAS., WHO WAS SENTENCED WITH DAVIS ON
6-7-35 TO FIVE YEARS US REFORMATORY, CHILLICOTHE, OHIO. MR.
DIM STATED HE HAS ADVISED MR. STRONG IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE
SUBPOENAES HAVE ALREADY BEEN ISSUED BY GOVERNMENT FOR WITNESSES
STRONG DESIRES AND THAT SUBPOENAES FOR OTHER WITNESSES TURNED
OVER TO USM, ST. PAUL. BUREAU wILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF

DEVELOPMENTS. I A LT SR
R ) . . il,\ }: .‘_ | v"\ "#~
Ly HOWARD . s a‘ﬁ'"d
S w I ., rA 3 N
A TS ORI )
e .
t Y
.
Approved: Bent M Por.

Special Agent in Charge



v ) ¢e s

DY—“""’Q MAY 25, 1954 URGENT

. 5"7(, _] \"3 9§ sAcs, MINNEAPOLIS, CHICAGO
” BREKID, KE MINNEAPOLIS AIRTEL MAY TWENTY-ONE LAST. —

.

PRESINTLY
RESIDING 'mn' mnms. Ill' mums. CHECK GRIMINAL AND casnu »

RECORDS, crrt nlmwoms. AND OTHER t.ddica,r. SOURCES 1IN EFFORT .
K3 AscERTAIl- RESIDING cnm:oo. o Aoonxonfnvzsfrx-””“

cg?on 10 LOOAT— SHOULD BE connuc'rxn wrmour muen sti;ﬁsﬁ .

LIST. ogupovxmm, wrrmssxs |

vo2ecing -

A .. REFERRED 20 GED AMTELA\¥OT RECEIVED AT ﬁqr&w. MINEEAPOLIS
lﬁ.::o' = u rmm "mr;.i“rmnru'-c'&" rrelil :— QAR PR SRS ‘&ﬂ!‘ : B ";"A'-“‘“" ) .
o 168 ce
a:“_g;_mmsn ADDI &m&@ﬁﬁgnm

Glavio—
Harbo

0 pIR-ED) ;
Ty =576 (w MAY 25 1954 .

1::;;}# Ldmﬁ"/' 7ImE1YP o

\ i
l':?ll.oz::dy_ iV fx ‘jv ECOP IEQ DF-STROYED ‘/
388 MAR26 1968

%/ e PRE
HOOVER v, S’ﬁ
v




NCTE:

Volney Davis, who is currently seeking relief from life
sSentence via habeas corpus wlll be afforded hearing in USDC

“Paul, Jyne 7,

Ste

Cmtmurw e e e i IS ST ER Y M XL LS s @ WT R TR el @

ot B H
¢ 3

" FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTISATION

S f' & 7 .S DEPARTMENT oF susTice
_»..«.,’ i COHHFINICRTIHHS SECTION
L e e MAY 251954
Harbo 1
.lll_:::; TELEI YPE :
o —

Winterrowd __
Tele. Room —

Holloman ‘5\» 1

Miss Gaady .




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INRVESTIGATION

UNITED STA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

: AIRTEL
'l'ranamit tho followingmmeaugo to:

FBI,/MINNEAPOLIS ST 6/3/Sh o
OR, FBI (7-576) o
VOLNEY IS, WAS., z'm., EDWARD GE(BGE B%R - VICTII; KIDNAPPING.

-

[

Z; RE mmmpous AIRTEL 70 mmu 5/10/5&, BUREAU AIRTEL TO mmmrous
N 5/21/5&, MINNEAPQLIS AIR‘!'EL 0 BUREAU 5/21/5!;, AND IINNEAPOLIS TELETYFE ;;‘;_

TO BUREAU, SAN rmcxsco, SAN ANTONIO, DENVER, SAN DIEGO AND OMAHA 6/3/5!:
AUSA ALEX DIV, ST, mm., ADVISED THIS DATE THAT JUDGE GUNNAR NORDEYE
HAS RESET THE HEARING FOR VOLNEY DAVIS FROM 6/7/5h AT ST PAUL UNTIL
WEDNESDAY, %/7/5h, AT STe PAUL, AT 93100 AN, BUREAD AND INTERESTED
OFFICES WHICH HAVE AGENTS SUBPOENAED THEREFROM WERE ADVISED BY REFERENCED
TELETYPE THAT NECESSARY AGENT WITNESSES SHOULD BE IN ST. PAUL AT
9100 A.M. WEDNESDAY, 7/7/Sh. AUSA DIM IS SENDING PELEGRAVS 7O ALL
OTHER WITNESSES WHICH WERE PREVIOUSLY LISTED IN REFERENCED 5/10/5h
ATRTEL AND WHO WERE SUBPOENAED, ABOVE BEING FURNISHED FOR INFORMATION

OF OFFICES WHO HAVE WITNESSES UNDER SUBPOENA.

730 e i
ec: 2 -DENVER(?-S) § RECQRDED—3 - o
£ 2 L MRS o) 74 - /5379

2 - NBN YOEK (7-120) 4‘, ,,‘ M

2 - OMARA (7—!; - ’

: - pan.mm,m:u £7-48) < "m" 7 '954
« 8T¢ LOUIS (7 ~‘-~;~. .‘ :

2 = SAN ANTONIO (7-llL 80[ AR ‘* :

2 - SAN DIRQO (7-11) -

z - SAVANNAH (7-2) s *
= WASHINGTON FIELD (7-63)

5 5JUN11195ﬂnswm. FARDY, MIN

Approved:

F/§ Q | Special Agent in ﬁ

Sent_____ M Per




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

. / AIRTEL
'rranamit, the following TEXAVIPX message to:
I, MINNEAPOLIS = 5/26/5k

2,
fomnnms s eopee DRerER
’ f’ BREXID, REBUTEL S/25/5h AND MINNEAPOLIS ATRTEL 5/10/51; REFERENCED

TELETYPE STATES THAT LIST OF GOVERNMENT WITNESSES REFERRED TO IN
d REFERENCED MINNEAPOLIS AIRTEL DATED $/10/6k NOT RECEIVED AT BUREAU,

FNCLOSED HEREWITH ARE THREE COPIES OF MINNEAPOLIS AIRTEL 5/10/5k.

k- oy mm )

e

- 7=30

7 Encse

'7» r7g /533’0

daooTT 17 MAY 27 1954

< Q
Approved: 0

Special Ag¢nt in Charge

&2 uN 1 81954

-
"




R ‘ ) r. Tols
S . N % ) No.‘:’é’.:‘.,.,‘,
T.
FEDERAL BUREAU OF IKVESTIGATION Mr, Berot—
Mr. Harbo______ /
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 3 Ikr

My xe

ATRTEL

t.. ‘(,ntemwd-

Transmit the following m meaaage t.o. "’° Room_____
v Hollomln_._

‘ M ss Gandy_____

AECTOR FBI (7-576) 5/10/511
FBI, HINNEAPOLIS (?-30) , A
VOLNEY DAVIS, WAS., E‘l‘ AL; EDYARD GEORGE BREIIER VICTI)I, KIDNAPPIII}. :

REREP SA smmm ru.m mm mca 23, 195k ALEX DII, ASSISTA.NT .
UNITED STATES u'romm!, s'r. pm., mvxsr-m THAT JUDGE cvma NORDBYE - &+
HAS SET HEARING mn vomm mvxs FOR JONE Ts 1951;, AT ST. PAUL. ®. |
DIM FURNISHED FOLLOWING LIS‘r or GOVERNMENT WITNESSES NECESSARY ron ‘
HEARING AND STATED THAT smaromam BEING 1ISSUED FOR ALL WITNESSES

EXCEPT HIREAU mmu-s: o ,‘ | R

BUREAU SUPERVISOR ARTHUR J. NORSTROM, WASHINGTON, D. €. =

SA MICHAEL J. CASSIDY, SAN FRANCISCO
SA SAMUEL W. HARIY, MINNEAPOLIS '

san.n.mm,mmono R

e MG

| Ry o

S 4, 8. REEER, nm_ B
unmnmc.sm,smnmo ) s
SA EARL n. wm,ms, U

MAXWELL cmmz, ’?omlm sn, mmnn.mn L
JOHN x. BRENNAN, fomtm sa, si'. _n_ms |
JOES ¥, KLEES, Foraem . SA, ST, PAVL: ) SRR
HAROLD E. nmmsm. !QRIER uc. WHTTTIER, CALTFORNIA EAGE ER O 5

HARRY M, STHLBI, rommn SA, WEST PALM BEACH, !'LORIDL

f

14 war 20 op, Rl ¢ S
35,1 g x
SF1CK Special Agent in Charge ,_ ENC .

=30 | /-85 Jb6-15380



. - ‘ ( ) . . /;
7. ’ . \ ’ 3 )
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

URITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Transmit the following Teletype message to:

HAROLD A. WARTIN, FORMER SA, JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA
FRANK M. HEADLEY, FORMER SA, NEW YORK corr
ROBERT THOMPSON, FORMER REPORTER, CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND

NORTON RISEDORPH, PORMER CHIEF JAILER, ST, PAUL, MINNESOTA
THOMAS GIBBONS, SHERIFF, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA -

MRS. VIRGINIA SCHWEITZ, SECRETARY 70 SHERIFF, ST. PAUL
JOEN DE COURCY, ATTORNEY, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA

WILLIAM H. ECKLEY, U. S. COMMISSIONER, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA
JOSEPH T. LYNCH, FORMER DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT, ST. PAUL
JACK B. MACKAY, REPORTER, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA

RONALD HAZEL, ATTCRNEY, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA

EARL MCRRISON, DEPUTY U. S. MARSHAL, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA
LOUIS GOLLOP, REPCRTER, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA .

RECORDS RE VOLENY DAVIS. .

VOLNEY DAVIS. DIM ALSO STATED THAT ALTHOUGH NO SUBPOENA IS BEING

EDWARD R. PICHA, FORMER COURE BAILIFF, ALEXANDRIA, MINNESOTA

CLERK OF COTRT FOR U, 8. DISTRICT COURT, NORTHERN DISTRICT OF

ATTORNEY, IS ASSISTII(} HARLAN STRONG, OWRT-APPOINTED ATTORNE! FR

7D-3¢

CALIF(RNIA, SOUTHERN DIVISION, SAN FRANCISCO, WHO WILL BRING FILES AND

FOR THE INFCRMATION OF THE BUREAU, MR. DIM ADVISED nnmm THAT aonm:
GELB, ATTGRNEY, ST, PAUL, mm., AND FORMER ASSISTARI UNITED STATES

ISSUED, JUDGE MATTHEW M. JOYCE, U. S. DISTRICT COURT, MINNEAPOLIS, WHO

Approved: Sent___ M
Special Agent in Charge

Per,




FEDERAL BUREAU OF IRVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Transmit the following 'l'elet.ype message t.O'

Ty

SENTENCED VOLNEY mm JUHE 7. 1935, Im. umommu TESTIFY ma

GOVERNMENT A'l' HEARIIB FOR DA.VIS. BUREAU 'ILL BB KEPI' ADVIS@ OP

A\ X
LA A

DEVELOPMENTS .

. R : -;“ ) T .:. an
Cx ! ? Lo o a f
. s'.,,_
. . FEaRY
g ¢ m/ -y"‘ )
.y
. : by
e _ :
Lo Ny S -
. N % i ' -
j -
- L
- N oL |‘ _: . - -
. K
P ‘g -
o 1
- —'=~-‘v .

Approved: sont___)l Per.
Special Agent in Charge




pihs

: (\, ( I ., ) k_ Mr. Tolson
D— o : g e My, Boardma.
o - ' FEDERAL BURENU OF INVESTICA..OK My. Nichola__
Mr. Belmont___

My, Harbo. \

/ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE M:. Mz;\r : 1
. / Mr. Parsong 2 _
X  eeececcess - 'Mr. Rosen”
:)‘s . ) Mr. Tamm .
M ) : Mr. Sizoo.
N\ ( ATRTEL Mr. Winterrowd .
'\ - Trapsfiit the following Mal&tyPR message to: Tele. Roora .
\\ Mr. Hollomaa_.
. . Miss Gandy ...

FBI, CFICAGO (7-82) S = June 3, 19‘54

RECTOR, FBI (7-576) . =~ .- 200

P

OBREKID. ' REBUTEL 5/25/54. USM, CHICAGO, ADVISED THEY RECEIVED SUBFO

HAD BEFN UNABLE 70 SERVE EITHER AS THEY ARE UNKNOWN AT THAT ADDRESS. USH

WILL ADVISE IF SERVICE OBTAINED WHICH USM BELIEVES UNLIKELY. CREDIT,

CRIMINAL, CITY DIREC'IORIES AND DISCREET INQUIRY A VELOPED

NOTHING AS TO PRESENT W‘[EREAH)UT

—JITNESS FORMER SA FRANK HEADLY ADVISED T0 BE IN ST. ¥:¢%-

FAUL JUNE SEVENTH NEXT. NO FURTHER INVESTTIGATION WILL BE CONDUCTED TO

I.OCA'I'E-UACB. RUC. S - X;'

BANTSTER M
RTS: M Cx : L ‘ . W

1 - MINNEAFOLIS (7-30) .

T
RO nscoan:n-ss j_ £7é — /5 s

v b e e O '313 .10 JUN-7:1aS4,_ \

4;& o T e *r 3 Qf R S Mg o
55 JUN1G195S - L |
Approved: _35\9&_?#/ ' o gent________M Per___ ,
Special Agent in Charge N PN e,
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'FECERAL BURZAU OF INVESTIGATION
U.8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

| CORAAUNICATIONS SECTION
i S JuL 81954
- - Ao
2;ﬂﬁf§zwua. -
FBl{ OKLAHOMA CITY .  7-8-54 11-20 - AM CST DC 72
ﬁﬂcgsa AND SACS MINNEAPOLIS AND SAN FRANCISCO  URGENT ¢

f:,kiéggg,p. RE MINNEAPOLIS TEL JULY EIGHT, FIFTY FOUR. ETHEL LAWRENCE,

/" "JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, CARDIN, OKLA., ADVISES LUELLA STANLEY, MOTHER
OF EDNA MURRAY, IS SENILE AND MENTAL‘ CONDITION IS POOR. LAWRENCE STATESA
HOWEVER, THAT SHE HERSELF CORRESPONDS WITH EDNA MURRAY, AND ADVISED

THAT EDNA MURRAY IS Now MARRIED To [N Avo resioincDP
SR ro: INFO SF USA GEORGE MACKINNON, ST. PAUL,

-~ Tt et

REQUESTED IMMEDIATE DETERMINATION OF EDNA MURRAY-S WHEREABOUTS FOR

PURPOSE OF. SUBPOENA. SF IMMEDIATELY VERIFY EDNA MURRAY-S ‘PRESENT
> i

R
RESIDENCE AT ADDFESS GIVEN ABOVE AND SUTEL MINNEAPO]..IS.‘i‘»"r

[ &
S e
END L 2
o s 354

SF ADVISED - WA

lMvr. Rosenf 3"5@[’ s // —b;
A IN O PLS, s 4.3 7¢

. v /(,).?_
WA 1-23 MPMOKFBIUAJG n.19
MP OK FBI MP MJA 4 7, g ¥, . ‘

. [ Ce fé’“ L - .

DISC PLS v L

‘e $ e
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. 'y -
( -’, d,. p &

68 JUL 131954 4"0 " “
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Km?zER SEEKS FREEDOM—St. PauL—Slim gray-haired l

Volne 52 (right) awho received a life sentence in the
1935 kidnaping of Edwar{l Bremer, St. Paul brewer, prepares to *
get into a car with United Stafés Marshal Enard Erickson to
return to prison after appearing in Federal Court in an attempt
to gain his freedom. Davis claimed his constitutional rights
were violated and that he traveled with the Barker-Karpis

gang, bgé _@'d n.o't take part in the kidnaping. —AP Wirephoto.
— D —
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: . ( 149 v (O] 3 Belme s
: . : (" repesaL Buzzay oF mvzsTicATioN 21 e Mr. Harbo——
. U. & DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE E 1 ﬁr- y:::
CUIIELINICATIGNS SECTION o 4 N o Rose
? }Da 954 | e o
JUL + ] jﬁiiﬁzummL
TELYTYPE A W Belloman —
S / / k
FB4, MINNEAPOLIS | 7/1/54  11-21 PM ‘/ 7

E IRECTOR, FBL 7<57¢ AND SAC, OKLAHOMA c;wj';'-"_\;) A _oreent W
i B'@z" AR MIbﬂlﬁ;:—A‘P‘aLIS'AIRTEL TO BUREAU JULY SIX LAST. HEARING FOR |
x VOLNE?jQAVIé%ﬁféiﬁfar TEN AM THIS DATE WITH HARLAN STRONG, COURT=
APPOINTED ATTORNEY FOR VOLNEY DAVIS, AGREEING NOT TO CONTEST CHARGE

NUMBER TWO IN DAVIS PETITION "WAS NEVER TAKEN BEFORE A»USC.'_ DEFENSE
CALLED VOLNEY DAVIS AS FIRST WITNESS AND DAVIS REPEATED ALL CHARGES SET
FORTH IN HIS PETITION, m?;vln H. PURVIS, FORMER SAC AT CHICAGO, CALLED

BY DEFENSE AS SECOND WITNESS, AND RELATED DETAILS SURROUNDING APPREHEN-
SION OF DAVIS AND TAKING OF WAIVER OF REMOVAL. NOTHING UNFAVORABLE
TOWARD BUREAU IN TESTIMONY OF PURVIS, ONLY UNFAVORABLE ELEMENT AT R 4
HEARING TODAY DEVELOPED BY HARLAN STRONG WHO, IN QUESTIONING DAS&J. e
CONCERNING BACKGROUND AND CAREER OF DAVIS IN CRIME, ALSO BROUGHT ouT

ESCAPE OF DAVIS FROM FBI AGENTS. ON FEBRUARY SEVEN, THIRTYFIVE, AT

| YORKVILLE, ILL., WHILE DAVIS WAS BEING TRANSPORTED IN CHARTERED AIR-

PLABNE FROM KANSAS CITY TO CHICAGO, DAVIS TESTIFIED IN THIS REGARD
THAT TWO AGENTS, ONE OF WHOM HE IDENTIFIED AS WALTER TRAINOR, AND
ANOTHER AGENT WHOSE NAME HE DID NOT RECALL WHO WAS BELIEVED TO BE
THOMAS E, srgxzn‘ WERE TRANSPORTIN?iDAVIS TO CHICAGO WHEN THEIR PLANE
RAN INTO A SNOW STORM AND WITH ONLY TWENTY MINUTES- SUPPLY OF GASOLINE

VERE FORCED TO MAKE A FORCED LANDING IN FIELD NEAR YORKVILLE, ILLINOIS.

DAVIS TESTIFIED FURTHER THAT DURING THIS FLIGHT WHEN FORCED LANDING WAS l
EMINENT, HE ASKED THE OTHER AGENT, WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS 'SCARED, AND WH

HAD NEVER FLOWN BEFORE,” TO  * ° RREMOVE KIS HANDCUFFS AND LEG IRONS 8
BECAUSE OF 3 L

\THE POSSIBILITY OF FIRE I'N' EVEN oF Mﬁﬁiﬁ-‘b‘é””-*"é’ Q@,?IZ\‘V,IS/{ 2§
. "fgféf

' CALL, SAID "I CAN-T

STIFIED THIS AGENT, WHOSE NAME HE WAS UNABLE )
.. - &

1\\\ O IT.® DAVTIS TFSTITTIFDN THDTHED TUAT APTID A CHANDCOTIN PANATA 1 arwn




PAGE TWO
M. JOYCE, WHO SENTENCED DAVIS IN NINETEEN THIRTYFIVE, AS FIRST WITNESS

. JULY EIGHT, NEXT, GEORGE MAC KINNON, USA, ST, PAUL, HAS REQUESTED

- VINONA BURDETT, FORMER GLRLFRIEND OF HARRY CAMPBELL, ONE OF FORMER™

SUBJECTS IN INSTANT CASE, BE LOCATED IN ORDER THAT A SUBPOENA CAN' s
ISSUED FOR HER APPEARANCE AT HEARING PRESENTLY BEING CONDUCTED FOR
VOLNEY DAVIS AT ST, PAUL. FOR INFORMATION OF OKLAKOMA CITY, SUGGEST
SA CLARENCE HURT,.RA, MC ALESTER, OKLAHOMA, BE CONTACTED RE WHERE-
- ABOUTS OF BURDETT, FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU, USA DESIRES '
TESTIMONY OF BURDETT TO VERIFY ACTIVITIES OF VOLNEY DAVIS DURING

NINETEEN THIRTYFOUR AND THIRTYFIVE, OKLAHOMA CITY SUTEL.
HOWARD T
END ACK PLS
GORRE&?%ON-GRﬁﬁP-THEtVE—b&NE zuEN$¥fwo—rs=sseﬁase—or
OKLAHOMA CITY TO BE ADVISED
ACK NOW PLS
1-34 AM OK FBI WA VS |
TU DIsC ' - -
oo MR BOSEN Coom —

AND E:%"“ 5 nﬂﬂ“"
INV .




N Lot ( ~ J | ‘ ~)
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@ | FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

r 'B.’za ——
My, Wmt("rowa

AIRTEL Tele. Room .

Transmit the following XTHXLYFE message to: AIR MAIL
FB]/ MINNEAPOLIS 16/ h : - 3:45 pem
IRECTOR, FBI (7-576)
".Br (’Blﬁﬁzk;&\‘apiﬁ ] s .
-1 D.> RE&'MINNEAPOLIS AIRTEL TO BUREAU 6/3/5L. ALEX DIM, AUSA,
/ ST. PAUL, MINN., ADVISED HARLAN STRONG, 'COURT APPOINT&ED ATTORNEY ..
FOR VOLNEY DAVIS, RECEIVED PERMISSION TO HAVE PSYCHIATRIST ;,,
\EXAMINE VOLNEY DAVIS IN RAIuSK; COUNTY JAIL, ST. PAUL MINN. DIM
STATED THAT BR. LESLIE CAPLAN, MINNcAPOLIS PHYSICIAN AND PSYCHIATRIST,
HAS EXAMINED VOLNEY DAVIS (GRATIS) AND THAT ACC_ORDING TO HARLAN |

STRONG, DR. CAPLAN WILL TESTIFY, ON BASIS OF HIS EXAMINATION OF

VOLNZY DAVIS, THAT DAVIS WAS M:NTALLY INCOMPETENT AT TIM& OF HIS

ARRAIGNMENT IN 6/35, TO WAIVE THE RIGHT TC COUNSEL ON THE BASIS

OF DAVIS! LDUCATION, BACKGROUND AND PRIOR YEARS OF INPRISONMENT.
DIM STATED FURTHER CAPLAN WILL BE OUT OF THE CITY T:I& REMAINDER
OF THIS WEEK AND »wn,L B& UNABLE TO TESTIFY IN DAVIS' _DEFENSE
UNTIL 7/12/54. DIM STATED HE HAS WIRED ALCRATRAZ, LEAVENWORTH
AND MCALESTIR PRISONS FOR MEDICAL FILES ON DAVIS AND FOR NAMES OF
PRISON PSYCHIATRISTS WHO. HAVE EXAIVE[NED DAVIS AND IS CONSIDERING
|CALLING THEM TO TESTIFY 7/12/5u TO REFUTE DR. CAPLAN'S TESTIMONY.
ALEX DIM ADVISED THAT AFTER ‘I‘H.E DEFENSE HAVE PUT ON THEIR CASE AT e/
THX HEARING, WHICH WILL BE HELD - AS SCHEDULED AT 10:00 A.M., 7/7/5k

V-5 76 -Y5355

SF:pw -— U\' ’ .&‘36 :
: ) 1 .
“ 7J3i) W RECQW. 9 1JUL 7 1954
9, JL S \
Approved' ot ~ Sent________W

Speciaf Agent in Charge



L ( ) FD-3¢

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

J
Transmit the following Teletype message to: : PAGE 2

AT ST. PAUL, MINN., DIM CONTM&‘PLATES CALLING MELVIN PURVIS AS
) ‘\FTRST WITNESS FOR THE GOVT. OTHER WITNESSES IN FOLLOWING ORDaR

FOR THE GOVT'S CASE: SURAN, CHAFFETZ, CASSIDY, HEADLEY, MARTIN,

STEWART, KUHNAL, EARL WILLIAMS, HAROLD ANDERSZN, BRENNAN, HARDY,%#'

KIEZS, JUDGE JOYCE, LYNCH, ECKIEY, HAZEL, PICHA, MAC KAY, GOLLOP,

MORRISON, SHERIFF GIBBONS, RISEDORF, SCHWEITZ, ROBERT THOMPSCN,

DE COURCY, NORSTROM, -REEDER, CARL M. TAYLOR, CHIEF DEPUTY CLERKS,

CLSRK OF COURT, SAN FRANCISCO, WITH FILES. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED
] ,
OF DEVELOPKENTS.

HOWARD

Approved: Sent___ M .Per
Special Agent in Charge i
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BURLAU OF NVt

M : o | iy EPARTMENY OF JUSTECE - - )’
‘ ' | Eu;'n..m RILONS S““““ ; |
- “f" ) ‘ . JUL 10 ‘ R : .
@ A o
~ TELETYPR //Q/ //
MINNEAPOLIS .~ . 7-10-54  7-35
IRECTOR, FBI SEVEN DASH FIVE SEVEN SIX AND SACS CLEVE|R

o . . Yo -
,/—'—\ i .
“BREKID. USA GEORGE E. MAC KINNON, ST. PAUL, MINN., DESIRES WHER

ABOUTS IMMEDIATELY DETERMINED FOR PURPOSE OF SUBPOENA OF BYRAN BOLTO ’

e

WAS., BYRON BOLTON, CARTER, BOVEN D, CARTER, OWEN G
CARTER, ANDY ALLEN, MONTY CARTER, B, BOLTON. USA MAC KINNON n551§fs
WIBOLTON- S TESTIMONY INASMUCH AS BOLTON PREVIOUSLY TESTIFIED VOLNEY
DAVIS WAS IN POSSESSION OF RANSOM MONEY, MINNEAPOLIS FILES REFLECT
MOST SERIALS CONCERNING BOLTON HAVE BEEN ‘TRANSFERRED TO CLEVELAND
DIVISION, BUREAU WILL CHECK CRIMINAL RECORDS FOR LATEST WHEREABOUTS
OF BOLTON, CLEVELAND OFFICE REVIEW FILES FOR ANY INFO CONCERNING
BOLTON- S WHEREABOUTS. KANSAS CITY WILL CHECK FILES FOR BOLTON- S
- WHEREABOUTS AND CHECK FEDERAL MEDICAL CENTER, SPRINGFIELD, MO.,
VHERE BOLTON CONFINED AS TB PATIENT, FOR INFO LEADING TO HIS WHEREA-
BOUTS, EXPEDITE LEADS AS BOLTON- S PRESENCE AS WITNESS DESIRED ST.
PAUL, JULY TWELVE, NINETEEN FIFTYFOUR, o
' | HOWARD
CORRECTIONS R -,.ﬂv,1 s T (24;~_,_
LINE THREE WORD FIVE SHOULD BE owzn ' ‘
LINE FIVE WORD ONE SHOULD BE BOLTON- S

E KANSAS CITY ADVISED m jf','

END AND ACK PLS C ' : a BN

9-42 PM OK FBI WA RD
v i Sl e
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT MINNEAP OLIS FILE NO.
REPORT MADE AT DATI WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
MINNEAPOLIS 7/ 13/51; 1/ 7-9,12/54 SA SIGURD FLAATA s *~~ jvr
(o) ’ el CHARACTER OF CASE ;- el i .
VOLNEY DAVIS, WaSe, E.I' AL, - '_~-;~ - ' _ - 5 "3- VAP B
 EDWARD GEORGE BREMER - VIGI'IM IC[DNAPPIHG‘ T G

SYNOPSIS OF FAC'l"
/ -

Hearing e.fforded VOLN'EY DAVIS on his petition in USDc, st.- ,Ee
Paul, Minn., 7/7-12/5l, before Judge GUNNAR NORDBYE, who . -
after hearing testimony, took case under advisement, stating
that he would render a written opinion.

R ¥ L P Y L‘__’-ﬁ ,_ - -
-P = . b .;"‘f
DmAIm: ) _- . L - K .. e v“,f‘: . “ - r - 4";{ .
AT ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA Ry

A hearing was afforded VOLNEY DAVIS on his petitlon
in United States District Court, St. Paul, Minnesota,
beginning July 7, 1954, and ending July 12 1954, before
Judge GUNNAR NORDBYE, pursuant to the ruling of the United
states Circuit Court of Appeals, St. Louis.,,f_v . L

After hearing testimony, Judge NORDBYE took the
‘case under advisement, stating that he would render a .; ‘
itten reporte~ . TR S PR ST

AL A b, . DO NOT WRITK IN THESK SPACES L
oy kg |5 1L -fotp7 RECORCLY - ©f
_'-//’,."\94 _-————‘- ;1~v' JUCEERNE I ~ T T L
P ’
{3-Bureau (7-576) (M) i i4 1954
l-USA, Ste Paul 4 ; dﬁ9~, 4 Jut 14195 e
-MlnneapolisESI e
COPY l L /?\7 ™
; l?‘l D%k . y
PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS connozumn. L REPORT ANDITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YBu BY THKQEMI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF

AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED,
X . 5. COVERNREZNT PRINTING OFFICS u—uau—&



MP 7-30

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE




* L.t ) - ' BUKEAU OF INVESTIGRTE N Mr. T v
v PR ; » FE%E.R:.L DEPARTNENT CF JUSTICE : ) }& gr. §9ar 4
. - AR TIRD Y -~ r. Ni )
~' L | CMMRTATIGS SECTIOH M. Nig PP

- ’ Mr. Harho

L3

4 - Mr. Mohr 3"
JUL 9 1 5 _ M: Pa(;sl;ﬁal, ]
PE . ﬁr gosen;
r. arnm T
) ‘TEL TY . . . Mr, Ska . - L7
) 3 ‘ (] Mr e “'J.V
FBY, MINNEAPOLIS - T-9-54 8-34 PM BDM », | Tel® PMn . —

- : Mr. Hollvaw

IRECTOR, FBI R CENT 3\75"‘5i" [ Mis :‘f:;
(f%gggiﬁ;)ng MINNEAPOLIS TEL JULY EIGHT LAST., FOLLOVING WITNESSES GALLED"
BY GOVERNMENT TO TESTIFY IN VOLNEY DAVIS HEARING AT ST. PAUL TJﬁ‘

ECKLEY, LYNCH, STEWART, KUHNEL, KLEES, HEISEY, HAROLD ANDERSEN, _
jr!GIBBONS,.RISEDORPH, MRS, KIRGINIA SCHWEITZ, DECOURCY, PICHA, Nonsrn{ﬁ,
REEDER, MORRISON, MAckAY, GOLLOP. ANDERSEN TESTIFIED RE MEETING_DA@?E
ON ARRIVAL MINNEAPOLIS AIRPORT MORNING JUNE THREE, THIRTYFIVE, AND TRANS-
PORTATION OF DAVIS TO ST. PAUL BUREAU OFFICE. ANDERSON TESTIFIED FURTHER
THAT ON ARRIVAL AT OFFICE IN FEDERAL COURTS BUILDING, THAT FOR REASON OF

ACK OF DETENTION ROOM FACILITIES IN BUREAU OFFICE, AND KNOWNING OF
DAVIS-S PRIOR EHCAPE FROM BUREAU AGENTS IN FEBRUARY, THIRTYFIVE, HE PER-
SONALLY ATTACHED TRAVELING CHAIN TO RADIATOR PIPE FROM DAVIS LEG IRONS
AND TOLD DAVIS ™ NOW VOLNEY, IF YOU WANT TO GO OUT THE WINDOW, YOU WILL
HAVE TO TAKE THE RADIATOR WITH YOU.® IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT DEFENSE
COUNSEL NO PARTICULAR ISSUE OF CHAINING OF DAVIS IN CROSS EXAMINATION || ’
OF ANDERSEN AND OVER OBJECTIONS OF COURT APPOINTED DEFENSE COUNSELs '
ANDERSEN WAS PERMITTED TO TELL WHAT HE HAD HEARD ABOUF DAVIS- ESCAPE

FROM FEDERAL AGENTS IN FEBRUARY, THIRTYFFIVE. ANDERSEN TESTIFIED THAT

i
| Wb
DAVIS WAS IN CUSTODY OF TWO AGENTS, ONE A VETERAN, AND THE OTHER AN 1&*&

INEXPERIENCED AGENT, WHO VERE TAKING DAVIS BY PRIVATE PLANE WITH A SINGLE
PILOT FROM KANSAS CITY TO CHICAGO AND THAT WHEN THE PLANE VWAS FORCED
RECORDED-. g:—— S C74§ IRECR R
DOWN BY WEATHER NEAR YORKVILLE, ILL,., THE INEXPEREENEIB—AGEN#=MISUNDER-
THE VETERAN AGENT-S INSTRUCTIONS kL%anzmovsb3ub¢‘bﬂt@SsAvls-an.

IRONS, BUT~ALSO HIS HANDCUFFS, AND THAT THS THBEE—THizggs ri{ﬁ"A TAIispJ
‘ ' » — ) T, ' P A .
e ST QY S . s
) () 1 JUL = * W }/’\o' 73’6: A\" &
: rb-<’/‘;7 : . l o . u.
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PR PP, s



PAGE TWO

WHERE ‘THE OLDER AGENT WENT TO A PHONE BOOTH AND DAVIS INVITED THE IN-
EXPERIENCED AGENT TO GO TO THE BAR FOR A BEER AND THAT AS THE BEER WAS
SERVED THEM DAVIS BWWS# ESCAPED BY THROVING THE GLASS AND CONTENTS INTO
THE INEXPERIENCED AGENT-S FACE AND ESCAPING, JOHN DECOURCY, LOCAL A
ST. PAUL ATTORNEY, REPUTED TO HAVE BEEN ATTORNEY FOR DOC BARKER AND %
EDNA MURRAY WAS ADVERSE WITNESS AND UNABLE TO RECALL MAKING AFFIDAVIT
RE BOLNEY DAVIS IN NINETEEN FORTY. IT VAS NECESSARY TO CROSS EXAMINE
DECOURCY AS AN ADVERSE WITNESS AFTER AUSA CLAIMS SURPRISE IN DECOURCY-S
TESTINONY, AFTER WHICH DECOURCY THEN ADMITTED SEEING DAVIS IN RAMSEY -

COUNTY JAIL AT WHICH TIME DECOURCY WAS REPRESENTING EDNA MURRAY AND WAS
SEEKING TITLE OF PONTIAC AUTOMOBILE WHICH BELONGED TO DAVIS, ALL OTHER

IWITNESSES FAVORABLE TO GOVERNMENT BASE. AUSA HAS ADVISED DR. SETTLE, CHE/éF
PHYSICIAN, USP, LEAVENWORTH, WILL TESTIFY AT HEARING TO BE RECONVENED AT
ST. PAUL, ELEVEN AM, JULY TWELVE NEXT, TO REFUTE TESTIMONY OF DR. LESLIE
CAPLAN, MINNEAPOLIS PSYCHIATRIST WHO IS BEING CALLED BY DAVIS, GOVERNMENA7
HAS RESERVED RIGHT TO CROSS EXAMINE DAVIS FURTHER AND COMPLETE THE GOVER-
MENT-S CASE AFTER THE DEFENSE RESTS AND THE RIGHT TO CALL OTHER WITNESSS
TO COMPLETE THE GOVERNMENT-S CASE., ONLY WITNESSES NOT CALLED BY GOVERN-

MENT TODAY AS LISTED IN PREVIOUS TELETYPE WERE RONALD HAZEL, ST. PAUL

ATTORNEY, AND CARL M, TAYLOR, CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK, SAN FRANCISCO, WHOM
END PAGE TWO '



PAGE THREE

AUSA DECIDED NOT TO PUT ON THE STAND, HOWEVER, GOVERNMENT MADE USE OF

,‘;t.u’ '

FILES BROUGHT BY TAYLOR FROM SAN FRANCISCO. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF
DEVELOPMENTS . ’

HOWARD

s
HOWARD

END AND ACK PLS HOLD
MCORRECTIONS -

LINE-FOUR FOURTHWORD SHOULDBE-VIRGINIAPASEONE
LINE-SEVEN-SECOND WORD-SHOULD BE VOLNEY—PAGE THO
END AND ACK | o

. K o
10-45 PM OK FBI WA VWS
.7 DISC PLS 00 MR BOSEMW
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;z#ga" DATE: July 12, 195“f€1ﬂ§§§
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Glavia—
AL;

Harbo
REMER - VICTIM

O]ﬁée Me

™. & Mr. Roserll””
Mr. Priceia)é?

VOLNEY DAVIS
EDWARD GEOR
KIDNAPING

-

FROM ¢

Rosea —
Teacy ——
Ge.ny._—

'iu«md —
Tele. Room —
Hollowas
Sizoe

Miss Gandy —

SUBJECT:

\-

This memorandum is in resvonse to the Director's inquiry .
relative to the escape of Volney Davis from Bureau Agents at Ybrkvi!le,
Illincis, on February 6, 1935

Volney Davis was apprehended at Kansas City, Missouri, on
February 6, 1935, as a subject in the Bremer kidnaping case by five
Special Agents of the Bureau. On this same date, Davis executed a waiver
of removal and an airplane wes chartered for the purpose of conveyling him
to Chicago, Illinois, where better facilities were available for questionirg
The plane which was chartered had facllities for three passengers besides

the pilot, and Speclal Agents dalter F. Trainor and Thomas E. Stakem, Jr.,
Eo accompany Devis.

were designated

The vlane was forced down at 6:45 p.m. in & cornfield one mile
south of Yorkville, Illinois. A farmer was contacted and requested to
drive the Agents with their prisoner to Yorkville. To prevent attracting
attention and disclosing the identity of the prisoner, his leg irons and
handcuffs were removed. Upon their arrival in Yorkville, the two Agents
and the prisoner entered the Hotel Nading Cafe. Trainor entered a phone

booth in order to call the Chicago Office while Stakem remained with the

prisoner in the cafe. Stakem and Davis each ordered a glass of beer.
After it was served to them and while Trailnor was still in the telephone
booth, Davis struck Stakem in the face with his fist and effected his
escape by jumping through a window. Stakem fired two shots at the fleel

Davis, but the bullets did not strike him.
out of Yorkville by stealing an automobil

%E'Izg RECORDED-80 7 ~ S~ 7.4 /52 277

For his part 'in permitting Davis to escape,fstakem was_requested
to submit hils resignation which was acce-te- .a8. of ([Fekrus 23 193%.

rg
Davis made
off the street.



- Volney Davis wes again apprehended by Bureau Agents on
June 1, 1935, at Chicago, Illinois. In United States District Court,
St. Paul, Minnesota, Davis was sentenced to life imprisonment on June 7,
1935, after entering a plea of guilty for his complicity in the Bremer
kidnaping. It 1i1s noted that a hearing is currently being held in
St. Paul in connection with a petition for a writ of habeas corpus that
Davis has filed in Federal court in which he seeks to have the life
sentence set aside in favor of a sentence involving a term of years.

91/ ¥
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' o - : AL AN
 FBI, SAWFRANCISCO 7-8-54 . "
piREefoR, FBI AND SAC, MINNEAPOLIS =~ URGENT 7

i ‘ - g
o _BREKID) RE OC TEL TODAY, RESIDENCE OF EDNA MURRAY, Nov SENENNED
e oneyy —df)

) /"/ ’\ —— ;.—
END AND ACK PLS |
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(. i T 0 Mr. Tolson

T~ , EDERAL BUREAU F (NYESTIGATION // y %ﬁ g’fﬁfﬁ’f‘:
N :mffnmmmrwmmma . Mr. Bolmont
. - . _ COLZIURICATIONS SECTION Mr. Haho L
JuL 81954 }Zéﬁw/ — ) 2]
. . Tamm
1Ez£nnnnaﬂ Mr. Sz
. Mr. Wmt.errowd-
X ' ’ Tele. Room
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FBI, OKLAHOMA CITY 7-8-54 2-43 PM CST 3
OR AND SAC, MINNEAPOLIS URGENT

Frexi

TODAY. SA CLARENCE O. HURT, RA, MCALESTER, OKLA., DOES NOT

RE MINNEAPOLIS TEL JULY SEVEN LAST AND OCTEL EARLIER

KNOW PRESENT WHEREABOUTS WYNONA BURDETT AND IS UNABLE TO

SN

SECURE INFO IN MCALESTER RE .HER WHEREABOUTS. CONTACTS MG) '

[ R

WITH NELLIE KIMES, MCALESTER, AND AUSTIN SMITH AND LOUIS
MOHLER, INMATES OSP, MCALESTER, WHO ALL ADVISED THEY ARE
ACQUAINTED WITH VOLNEY DAVIS AND REMEMBER HE LIVED WITH WYNONA
EURDETT, BUT NONE OF THEM HAVE ANY IDEA AS TO WHERE WYNONA
BURDETT IS AT THIS TIME, RECORDS OKLA, STATE CRIME BUREAU ALSO
CHECKED RE BURDETT WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS, RUC. |
| 7 JOHNSON

END
A IN O PLS *‘lg ,Ptf?fl S és?
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | : é - Mr. B‘f“; 18— |
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE o T" i, ‘Mr. Nicho

" COMNINICATIONS SicTiow |~ f M B

- b PM oman—
" URGENT
\ - LI_____.—-—-—'""’.—-——-'s—'_-_“—-'k

ECTOR JULY SEVEN LAST AND RE SF TEL JULY EIGHT. FOLLow1N€ZEéIf§sszs
’ g g

CALLED BY DEFENSE AT VOLNEY DAVIS HEARING, ST. PAUL, TODAY - SURAN;‘7/
CHAFFETZ, MARTIN, CASSIDY,‘HEADLEY,~EARL WILLIAMS, BRENNAN. FOLLOWING
WITNESSES CALLED BY GOVERNMENT TODAY - JUDGE MATTHEW JOYCE, ROBERT
THOMPSON, ECKLEY, IT SHOULD BE NOTED ALL WITNESSES WITH EXCEPTION OF
VOLNEY DAVIS, WHO HAVE TESTIFIED THUS FAR, HAVE REFUTED ALLEGATIONS
MADE BY DAVIS, DEFENSE HAS COMPLETED PRESENTATION OF CASE WITH EXCEPT-
OF TESTIMONY OF DR. LESLIE CAPLAN, MINNEAPOLIS PHYSICAIAN AND PSYCHIAT-

RIST, WHO WILL TESTIFY FOR DEFENSE ON JULY TWELVE NEXT. USA CONTEMPLATE
REFUTING DR. CAPLAN-S TESTIMONY WITH TESTIMONY OF PSYCHIATRIST FROM USP,
LEAVENWORTH, FOR WHOM SUBPOENA HAS BEEN ISSUED TO APPEAR ALSO JULY
TVELVE. FOR INFORMATION SAN FRANCISCO, USA, ST. PAUL, EXTREMELY
anxzous 1o HAVE (ESBBPP- Eova MURRAY- AVAILABLE TO TESTIFY
JULY TWELVE RE ACTIVITIES OF VOLNEY DAVIS IN NINETEEN THIRTYFOUR AND

" THIRTYFIVE. SUGGEST SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION FOLLOW THIS MATTER WITH

USM, SF, AND SUTEL WHEN SUBFOENA SERVED ON | ngiga;)
. ) . ... Iy ; ] ’
. .- HOWARD A *?jvpﬂfvﬂ . -
R ! RDED. &5
SF TO BE ADVISED Y _]]52‘}5»7 (—/53
END AND ACK PLS X?\;Ig - 275
: : ..,.4 Y v ' 13 JUL 12 e T ' '
. 10-45 OK FBI WA PC LN 14
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, ’ | S - o e _ i
@l o HE ' Mr. Tolson___ ...
o ’ : : Mer., Boardman__.
- T (- ) Mr, Nichols_
) o . Mr. Belmoat
) FEDERAL BUREZAY UF INVESTIGATION Mr. ?d‘?o—_—-
- U. S DEPARTMENT CF JUSTICE g P:“z;_;___ |
!; / [( COMMUXIZATIONS SECTION : Vo Bosen
: ' Mr. Tamm&Z
s D r p—"_ \ !
- | 5 5l LZ 6 e zem
- b JU L g M @A{Mﬁ Winterrowd_
/ - Tele. Room
' : YPE {, Mr. Holloman __

’ o
FBY, MINNEAPOLIS 7-8-54 - 1- WT 1-25 AM D |
_ ST _ /(?’ ~fis
IRECTOR FBI 7-576 AND SAC OKLAHOMA CITY URGENT ' Cen 77

EKID USA GEORGE MAC KINNON ST. PAUL DESIRES WHEREABOUTS IMMEDIATLEY

X s
DETERMINED FOR PURPOSE OF SUBPOENA OF EDNA MURRAY WITH ALIASES - ¥

¢ ’ % . o
MRS, E. V. DAVIS, EDNA STA)lsLEY, WELMA TIPPETTS, VELMA CHA!%(PAIGN, RABBIT,

—— ——
N

S i L1van, fRe RACE,
Ge Re HANSON, GRACE R, DOYLE, EDNA SULLIVAN,, DORIS FARRELL, EDNA GRACE,
—— i - . SRR )

a————

GRACE R. HANSEN, MRS. E. J. SNYDER, EDNA PRICE, MRS. CURLY HANSON,
Epﬂ@FSTAﬁEEY, MRS. G. L. HARPER, MARTHA MURRAY, VELMA TIPPITTS, BLONDIE,

g e e TR e em———— e i

GRACE HANSON, RABg(ITs,_ MRS. E. J. POWELL. MINNEAPOLIS FJLES REFLECT

PSRy —a e =

. 27
EDNA MURRAY-S IDENTIFICATION NUMBER TO BE ﬂlﬂg;IHR§3”§&§§7S;Y§§. AT

TIME OF KARPIS TRIAL MURRAY BROUGHT FROM MISSOURI PENITENTIARY WHERE
SHE WAS SERVING TWENTY YEARS SENTENCE FOR HIGHWAY ROBBERY. IDENTIFICA-
TION RECORDS SHOULD BE CHECKED FOR HER LATEST WHEREABOUTS. MINNEAPOLIS

FILES REFLECT MURRAY WAS DAUGHTER OF LUELLA STANLEY RESIDING AT CARDIN,

CITY EXPEDITE LEADS TO DETERMINE MURRAY-S WHEREABOUTS AND !,SUTEL.

HOWARD 34 15

END AND ACK PLS  RECORDED . %)

VA  3-25 AM OK FBI WA VS o7
Called Ident

OC  OK FBI OC DCM

CC -1 Kot - by = -




"' Mr. Tolson

! Mr. Boardman__
, i Mr. Nichols
S Mr. Belmont___
Mr. Harho....
Mr. Mohr . _

r. Parsons..._ e
. Rosen \"

Tamm ..

Mr. Winterrowd_
Tele. Room
M3 Holloman.—.

FBI/ SAN FRANCISCO 7-9-54 2-50 PM (p

. PRECTOR, FBI SAN SAC, MINNEAPOLIS  URGENT~
7 | : , /// ;2‘7/

f‘.————-\ ’ ’“. . .

Gbanzxxnn::nn MINNEAPOLIS TEL JUL. EIGHT LAST. ' USM, SF SERVED o 3

A\ W~ suspoena on [P AXA. EONA MURRAY THIS AM. |

" WHELAN

END AND ACK PLS . o |
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El\\?:‘ lr. Hancn chafftn T .
Sales Manager : ' L B
wnu-Lerodnu corpomttu ‘ ; ’ ‘
1426-38 Cotton Streed -
Bcadtng, y Pennsylvants -

Dear Nr. cha,ffo tn

It was indud a plunun to recetve your
letter of July 13, 1954, oenoerniag the case of
Yolney Davts.

You were most thoughtful to inform me of
your favorable opinion of the work eof 8pecial Agent
Stgurd Flaata ta this matter, and I knew that < B
Mre Placia will be deeply grateful for yeur generous =
conments,

Such heartening remarks Aave alucys been _..
G source of grcat cnooumgcunt for uy auootatcc and
R€e . i . .

t
I

{1;'»
Btnocnly yurl, ‘

L.
J. ldsar Hoove! ";;

.loc;- mnncapolu, vtth!copp of iu@’lg. ;j'-ﬁ_, chieet 0 y -

ce - pcnomul I’tlc of 84 stgurd I'laatc, uith copy of tucontng.

< - - .;.'
g .

Tolsoa__ IOTE’: thurd Flaata BOD'C!-S»L@ ‘ﬁﬂs ‘\\asatgned to mnneapolta
fudms—— as Resident Agent in St. mul. %t fe‘('i— eod ays
Belmor Clerk 2~to~30,; as.

Tele. Room_____

Glavi zued 4-’7—1&
- ‘\\N\\J
iiﬂiiUG

eined -
B Se "Vlce R § "t’-’f‘ct?" ‘ )-,lr#
X~/ “
F-467 7 AW%’

o / ~

11
Mobr MLL:grs \
Winterrowd. '
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Pretz-L Produc “s Corp. 29154 /Kﬂ" g B

- Involved. He was most cooperative and of great assistance

it Torsors—k

1436-38 COTTON STRE DING,, PA.

2 > Py
crRUMBS r. 1am
Mr. Sizoo———
Mr. Winterrowd-

July 12, 1954 Tele. Room ——

Mr. Holloman_—

BITE SIZE

bkt ]

A}
NO

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover . _
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
9th & Pennsylvania Aves.

%#ashington, D. C.

Pear Mr. Hoover:

I was recently under suégoena in St. Paul, Minnesota in the &’ "

metter involving Yo s. I believe I would be remise .
1f I did not bring to your attention the excellent Job (v)
performed by Special Agent Sig Fleata of the Minnesota - g
office to whom the matter was assigned at the time of the (T 7
hearing. .

Agent Flaata had a complete and thorough knowledge of all " |
matters pertaining to the case which, as you know, 1s quite

in making available everything needed both by Special Agents
Ex-Special Agents and members of the office of the U. S.
Attorney: [

Since this was my first contact with Agent Fleata, I was »
very much impressed and thought that you would appreciate
knowlng of his capability. With kindest personal regardsh |
I am, o :

\\ °

Al
Sincerely yours, 7 \\\\
PRETZ-L PRODUCTS CORP.

Pericell harfles

=
4 MaxwellI™Shaffetz, .’
MC:m Sales Manager -

B — — i
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. . v ' S - gr Holloman___
FBI JINNEAPOLIS . 7-12-5%  §-35 PM iy

RECTOR,FBI . . URGENT
K\ najoING

' RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE JULY NINE LAST. LYAN '\

ERNEST KUHNEL , FIRST WITNESS FOR GOVERNMENT AT VOLNEY DAVIS\U .. );i”"

HEARING TODAY, ADDING TO TESTIMONY PREVIOUSLY GIVEN AND  ~<_ y

TESTIFYING RELATIVE TO TRANSPORTATION OF DAVIS FROM CHICAGO TG

MINNEAPOLIS, JUNE THREE, NINETEEN THIRTY FIVE, TESTIFIED THAT DAVIS
OBTAINED REST AND WAS OBSERVED SLEEPING ON PLANE ENROUTE. DEFENSE

PUT DR, LESLIE CAPLAN, MINNEAPOLIS PHYSICIAN AND PSYCHIATRIST,

ON STAND AND DR, CAPLAN TESTIFIED THAT SEQUENCE OF EVENTS ALLEGED

IN HYPOTHETICAL CASE CONCERNING DAVIS FROM CHILDHOOD DAYS TO TIME

oF ARRAIGNMENT IN ST, PAUL, JUNE THREE, NINETEEN THIRTY FIVE,

INCLUDING INCIDENTS OF DAVIS-S CRIMINAL CAREER, INCARCERATION IN
VARIOUS PRISONS, INCLUDING LONG PERIODS OF SOLITARY CONFINEMENT,

AND OTHER EVENTS IN DAVIS-S CAREER TO WHICH CAPLAN TESTIFIED THAT FACTS,

IF TRUE, SUBJECTED DAVIS TO HARROUING EXPERIENCES UHICH MAY HAVE
AFFECTED HIS JUDGEMENT AS TO UAIVER OF COUNSEL AND HIS JUDGEMENTJ

[

AS TO ENTERING A PLEA AT TIME OF ARRAIGNMENT on JUNE THREE, -+
NINETEEN THIRTYFIVE, ON CROSS EXAMINATION OF DR. CAPLAN, - .-
ADMISSION MADE BY CAPLAN TO COURT THAT DAVIS-S VARIOUS EXPERLENCES .

-5 7o = /52T,
IN AIRPLANE TRIPS UITH FBI HAY NOT HA RESUL\IE—D/}N:ANY E]-'-FECT o &
P s '.--4 I Jd V4

ovg55 -, RECOR
gDSﬁﬁz Nfgs DED.Q‘ ‘3 JUL ]5 15:1 )
(. Fomea -0 JUE= G104~ B - 107 e —

y
4
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bl - . v
PAGE TVO ’ | ' |
ON_HIS JUDGEMENT AS TO VAIVING gIGHT TO COUNSEL AND HIS JUDGEMENT
AS TO ENTERING A PLEA, GOVERNME@ ALSO EMPHASIZED IN CROSS
EXAMINATION OF DOCTOR CAPLAN THAT DAVIS-S EXTENSIVE CRIMINAL
RECORD AFFORDED DAVIS BAchROUND AND KNOWLEDGE OF COURT
PROCEDURE AND KNOWLEDGE OF HIS RIGHT TO COUNSEL AND KNOWLEDGE OF
RESULTS OF ENTERING A PLEA OF GUILTY. DOCTOR RUSSELL O. SETTLE -
PHYSICIAN AND Psxcularnisr, U.S.P. LEAVENWORTH, TESTIFIED FOR i;
GOVERNMENT THAT MEDICAL FILE OF VOLNEY DAVIS FROM U.S.P.
LEAVENWORTH FAILED TO REFLECT ANY EVIDENCE OF MENTAL ILLNESS

OR PSYCHOTIC TRENDS, DOCTOR SETTLE ADVISED THAT A LETTER WRITTEN

BY VOLNEY DAVIS DATED JUNE THREE, NINETEEN THIRTYFIVE, FROM THE

’ RAMSEY COUNTY JAIL, SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA, ADDRESSED QUOTE MY

%  DEAR MOTHER, FATHER, AND SISTERS UNQUOTE, WHICH IS SET FORTH IN

' DETAIL FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREUA ON PAGE SEVENTY SIX OF THE
'REPORT OF SA SIGURD FLAATA DATED FEBRUARY TWELVE FIFTY FOUR AT
MINNEAPOLIS, WAS WRITTEN BY A PERSON OF MATURE JUDGEMENT WITH NO .
HINT OF IRRATIONALITY AND THAT THE PERSON EXPRESSED HIMSELF WELL
AND WAS ALSO WELL SATISFIED WITH THE DECISIONS WHICH THE PERSON

HAD MADE FOR HIMSELF AS SET FORTH IN THIS LETTE@ TO HIS RELATIVES.
VOLNEY DAVIS AGAIN TOOK THE STAND FOR CROSS EXAMINATION BY THE
GOVERNMENT, AND USA GEORGE MAC KINNON PURSUED QUESTIONS OF DAVIS-S
ASSOCIATION WITH THE BARXER;KARPIS GANG FROM PERIOD PRIOR TO

KIDNAPPING OF EDWARD BREMER ON JANUARY SEVENTEEN,THIRTYFOUR, TO
L END PAGE TWO | |



PACE THREE

PERIOD AFTER BREMER-S RELEASE ON FEBRUARY SEVEN, THIRTYFOUR.

IT SHOULD BE NOTED DAVIS APPEALED TO JUDGE NORDBYE RELATIVE TO
QUESTION OF BEING TRIED FOR KIDNAPPING AT THE PRESENT HEARING.
HOWEVER, THE COURT RULED THAT THE nsgtusﬁ HAD BROUGHT UP THE
QUESTION OF DAVIS-S GUILT IN THE BREMER CASE AND THAT DAVIS, |
WHEN QUESTIONED SPECIFICALLY BY THE DEFENSE, HAD DENIED ANY T
PARTICIPATION IN THE KIDNAPPING. DAVIS AGAIN SPECIFICALLY DENIED;-
ANY PARTICIPATION IN THE KIDNAPPING OR THE RECEIPT OF ANY PORTION

oF THE K1DNAPPING MONEY, EDNA MurraY, TRUE NAME (N
NV

DAVIS, TESTIFIED CONCERNING HER RELATIONS WITH VOLENY DAVIS AND
TESTIFIED THAT DAVIS TOLD HER THAT THE MONEY HE RECEIVED WAS FROM
THE BREMER RANSOM MONEY, MURRAY TESTIFIED THAT SHE MADE TRIP TO
NEV YORK STATE FROM TOLEDO, OHIO, AFTER RANSOM PAYOFF AND THAT
BREMER RANSOM CURRENCY WAS EXCHANGED FOR WRITTEN CURRENCY BY BOTH
SHE AND DAVIS JUST PRIOR TO TRIP TO GLASGOW, MONTANA, IN SEPTEMBER,,
NINETEEN THIRTYFOUR. BOTH GOVERNMENT AND DEFENSE RESTED, AND IN
PRESENTING CLOSING ARGUMENTS FOR THE DEFENSE, HARLAN STRONG,
COURT APPOINTED ATTORNEY FOR DAVIS, STATED THAT WHEN HE VAS FIRST
ASKED TO TAKE THE CASE FOR DAVIS, HE HESITATED TO ACCEPT BECAUSE
HE FELT THAT THERE WAS AN UNVARRANTED ATTACK BY DAVIS ON THE FBI.
STRONG STATED THAT IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE DEFENSE CLAIMED NO
END PAGE THREE . ‘ -
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PAGE FOUR . S |
CHARGES HAD BEEN MADE BY DAVIS THAT HE WAS BEATEN OR PHYSICALLY

ABUSED BY THE FBI AND STRONG POINTED OUT THAT UNDOUBTEDLY DUE TO%;

P

THE EXCESSIVE AMOUNT OF CRIMINAL GANG ACTIVITY DURING THE EARLY
NINETEEN THIRTIES,THE SECURITY PRECAUTIONS TAKEN BY THE FBI .

RELATIVE TO DAVIS WERE UNDOUBTEDLY NECESSARY-- NEVERTHELESS,

STRONG STATED THAT THE TREATMENT RECEIVED BY DAVIS COULD HAVE
FFECTED HIS JUDGEMENT AS TO HIS WAIVER OF COUNSEL AND PLEA,

AUSA ALEX DIM PRESENTED CLOSING SUMMARY FOR GOVERNMENT AND RESTED

CASE. JUDGE GUNNAR NORDBYE ADVISED THAT HE WAS TAKING THE CASE
UNDER ADVISEMENT AND WOULD RENDER WRITTEN OPiNION. BUREAU VWILL

BE ADVISED OF RESULTS OF COURT ACTION.

HOWARD

END AND ACK PLS
10-52 PM OK FBI WA RD
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’ -Anl;ﬂll REFLY TO ’ ‘ . . .
. ATTORNEY
ipindabie Hnited Btates Bepartment of Just..

INTTIALS AND NUMBER .
GE s EM UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
: DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA
221 FEDERAL COURTS BUILDING

ST. PAUL 2, MINNESOTA

) July 14, 1954
\\I\Q{ /,m. i?;i: }i)

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation \
Wweshington 25, D. C.
. AN
Dear Sir: 0 \l(
We have just finished a trial ip the nature of L B
wwig and his -5

habeas corpus, which, involved one Volne
participation in the Bremer Kidnapving of January 17, 1934.
‘9

The attempt to reconstruct events which happened
20 years ago afforded us considerable difficulty, but I wear _.

impressed by the efficiency of the Federal Bureau of Inves-

tigation and the willinz cooperation we received from ¥r.
B. Howard, Special Agent in Charge, in handling the problesx

and particularly with respect toc the most difficult protle
She was located on

of locatirg the witness Edna Murrsy.
very short notice and we were able to have her produced ir

court to the advantage of the Government.

ay

s

i
i

N VCRDED CCPY FiLED Ir

V& S o
r‘EV! 1> 0/ (_557 e ‘#ﬁ Respectfully yours,
(} eﬂ }V’ & ‘v ? ‘. /“‘/‘ZX/ i—(t\?( &., ¢ A\-._5 1
4 7N\ sl [ (e -(}' : A M.
‘o~ at pa ‘ ECRGE E. MacKINNON z
/,/"‘ !."" d.ﬁ/ 'f United States Attorney
éc' - ,\p 11"” Ry
d —
( “\k\ i"i‘
S -
K o -‘ u 4 —‘/6 57/
:\ \ \ -~ - \5 {
TN I\ RECORD™N-17 7~ 576 - =
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July 19, 1954

SRy

“Honoradle Oeorgc B, Iacttnun
United States Astorney . .-
Diatrict of Minnesots
281 Pederal Courta Butldmg
St. PauI I, lltnnuota 2

‘\...\ M

ﬂmnt you vem nuch for your Ic’ttc'r -
% Ju!y 14, 1984, concorntng tlu ocu of Volnq
U"o .;( .

ST It ma "most thought,fuz of you to nrttc N
v me tu thu regard and 40 advise me of your favor-
“ able opinton of the vork of Mr, C, B, Howard and -

my other associates in our Minneapolis Offtce.

L i‘.}
N
: :
know that they will deeply a~prectate your generous _ u_.\‘
cougnta, and you may be sure that it te o plcawrc A Frod
. opcrctc wtth you uhcncucr poutb!c. 2 = x
En B o i ‘
E.,_‘.:; . rz » -S’tnccrcly youra, »:_; ) ,1 T o 2
S ' .T. Edgar Hoover ¥ S o
>um g T2 . . .
mec -
2N
02 {dlinnapolia, i

e
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

'-"?:;:‘c’:;EIORIGINATED AT MINNEAPOLIS FILE NO.

Rﬁggms N .- -k ;A}':‘l;;;‘h m;/n ]';.'./WBZCH:M‘ R;R&;;Jul; IJMTA*"‘ gL MM

T $ S cmuuc'rlaoru\- .‘-—-'

25 2, mwpmc G_ 1. R -

,‘: .
Y

VOLNEY%AVIS % m' u“y‘:,},,‘,,,,,

' /SYNOPSISOFFAC‘IS’ = : B}
Honorable GU'NNAR H. IDRDB!E, Chier Judge, USDC, l[inneapolis, 1ssued court *] gr
8/11/5L denying VOLNEY DAVIS! motion for an order vacating and setting aside
his life sentence on kidnapping charge. Hzotostat,ic copy of court!s opinion

_ fumished Burean as enclosuro. L oLl : IR

R e SR

T

AT ST. PAUL, MINNBSOTA .- % .=l 'fx

On August 11, 195L, Mr. GEORGE E. MacKIKNON, United States Attorney,
and Mr. ALEX DIM, Assistant United States Attorney, both advised the writer
that the Honorable GUNNAR H. NORDBYE, Chief Judge, United States District -
Court, Minneapolis, had on the same date issued a court order denying VOLNEY
DAVIS! motion for an order vacating and setting aside life sentence imposed
upon him on June 7, 1935, upon a plea of guilty entered on June 3, 1935, to
an indictment charging that he conspired with othersto, and did, kidnap one
EDWARD GEORGE BREMER of St. Paul, Minnesota, and transport him to the State of
Illinois. Mr, MacKINNON furnished the writer with two copies of the court
order which was set forth in a fourteen-page opinion, and one copy of same is

- _being furnished as arf: ‘enclosure with this report to the Bureau and one copy -
- 1s being ret.ai.ned in ﬂ,le ﬁ.les of the llinneapolis Division. LE e s
: Sl B SRR E Sy ek P Dk ma e T ’.

ENCLOSURE 10 THE. BUlEAUa;.J. photosta.td.c eopy of 1l page opinion re subject

DO NOT WRITK IN THESE SPACES - -

‘ /rzé ~/5377)
. COPIES OF THIS REPORT v
,,2‘:‘ Bureau (Encl. 1) (AM) (% ’T‘
1 - USA, St. Paul N AUG 121624 . A
23 - Minneapolis (7-30) N — ’(Jy,&.
5 (A L BcEs o

PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF

AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. P - o .
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tostineny of many of the F.B.J.agents that vhen Duvis was iz their cuetody, be |
- was affadle, eéoporntlvo. and nlécntly'grtan: relleved thnt he had deen captured
and wvas »0 longer a fugitive. There vas nothinmg in his manner or speech whioh 1
indicated in nny vay that he vas not entirely normal end fm: passessed of all
of his faculties. Before hs was removed te 3%. PanL tlu‘npcoi.‘al sgent in charge
of the F.3.1. at Chissgo dlscuseed vith him the question of his renoval and told
hm that he hed a right to De taken before a duly muthorized cowrt cowaissionsy
for the purpose of determining vhether under the law he should de removd.%' Mt
after having been informed of his rights in this regard, he freely and voluntarily
sisned a consent to bde removed without appearing before any court commissionsr
for a hearing.

It ie evident from the testimoxy that defore June 3, 1935, Davis knew
of the result of the Tarker trial and the verdict of eullty on May 17, 1935,
ind that 1ife sentences had beea imposed upon some of the defondants. Ko doudt
the airplane trip from Chicaso to St, Paul was frausht with some worry and
anxiety on the part of all of the passengers, but vhen the yesther parmitted
the oontimation of the flizht from Medisen, ¥isconsin, te $t. Paul, the trip
wns nneventful and good flying vuthof was encountered. e contentior that
Davis was so sentelly distressed and m'td upon arriving in St. Paul that
his mental faculties vere n?t normel is entirely ovoréou and is ont susteined
by the evidence befcr; ;o. » And 417 1t e sugzested that there was an unssemly
Raste betwesn his arrest and the date of his srralgnment, that vas apparently
drought adout dy reason of ﬁvi.' ova ioclft ‘éo‘hwo th; ntfcr ﬂc‘r with as .
soon as possible. o doudt thers was couversatioa between the F.B.I. agents
and Davis regarding the ;'otatnng‘ of ecunsel, bmt the nidpnéo doos not sastata |
Davias' contention that the ageats told him ﬁut hs 414 not need c'c;nnnl or t&t
they were lawyers and would look mt for his inuron;l. It ts. incredidle that

Yo | . . . D ‘..  N " . 'f' “ : : ‘-) - - ’ .
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3 H of hh 18beryy -tnou &o hndit of coussel. l‘ho mt vay mm upon tha

m- thet ‘ct- mou- of \ho case uoeloso thnt th. p.uumr azoxlzmtiy
F-vaivoa the ruu te m." The hadeas eorpu pmu&iu was sudmitted wpoa
atfitavite 1n an ax parte Mding. ant o,nhmgh the Court of Appeals ta
Davig v. w ne '. - | 118. found tlnt !ho dﬁhﬂtl Moro th.
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| etatms vere witaous n.ru. 11 Qowhld that the m:u» of Qo Califorsta
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| | 1- 1At of the w!hmo at m henring lnrotn. ata Dnvls mke a
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huxporlounl ml Mulm lldiﬂdnal &m hto mt for m hﬂt tll.
um-.mwm«mmm-mm mmamxanaw e
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gonspirrey. In 1ir0t of t}af testimnv.A thr Gc.m.v't permittag ;hff'—f?o;erxz;;\xlzt tc
cnll a vitness vlo was closoﬁ Auoclated vith Dnvie quring the pariocll‘in
question rnd who Zave &mﬂng and convincln} ‘e}’ﬁi!!()lv‘ as to Nrvis' complicity
and p-rticipation in the offarse to vhich he erntered a plen of muilty. This
testimony wv=» competent, ft lerat 4n vsor far as it ténéed to Yer= upon the
eredidility of ‘nrvis! testimony on ths materinl hiug.n ﬁeraln. |

After due reﬂectioh and consic{era t:l,n of al“l. of tre evidence, I hrve

come to a sustainad and abidins convictior that when Yolney Daviz e-tered his

-

plea of rFullty on Juae 3, 1935, he comyetently, intelliently, rnd undoretonidingl)
vwoived his constitutionml riszhts to te represented dy c&unsel u.ndér the Stx&"
Apendnent to the Constitution of the United Statee, with n full nnder“tnnding
of tha i{ppliccztions thereof. The atove may bde considerod =9 -tha Court's
findincs of f2¢ct herein. It followvs, therefore, ax 2 conclusion of law thet.
the pntitinner's motion muist be denied. 1t is so orderod.

An exception is alloved,

Dated this _11th Gay of Ausmst, 1954,

BY < OCURT:

GUNNAR H. XERIRYE
Chief Judge.
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. Assistant Attorney General ’ August 16, 1954
o Warren Olney 1II

Director, FBI

L _if”f“O*ffrv~n

. r YOLNEY DAVIS . ot L e

S HABEAS CORPUS T
T (!oun mmcx 109 39-1. nsx)

,v (47 ‘."

) \‘ R

~ This 1s to ndviso that tho hearing on Volney‘ S

Dnvis' petition for release on habeas corpus began at "““> S
10:00 a.m., July 7, 1954, in United States District Court, "'
Minneapolis, Minnesota, with the Honorable Gunnar Nordbye, .. =# . -

. Chief Judge, Bnitod Statoa Dlatriot Oourt, Hinneapolia,-m_" §"¢
prosidlng. ) ' 7 L

-~ "The hnnring vas ooncluded on July 12 195&, lt
which time Judge Nordbye stated he would take tha case

o under ndvisempnt and would render a written opinion. ° hiﬁ )
. | On August 11. 195&, Judgo lordbyo iasuod a court
] order denying Volney Davis' motion for an order vacating

and setting aside the life sentence imposed upon Davis on
June 7, 1935.

THe above data are for Jour 1nformation and for

- the conpiotggn of your. f1ile. Sl e s
‘r' "‘;‘ o .7 i
- Gl w g- o2 &
A s s?
11\‘ » -
MTC: ecl;t)}’-’ w
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. ,' - / . FEDERAL BURLAU OF 'NVESTIGA' 1" N c /

o f a U. S. DEPARTMENT O JuS1IL¢ . ,/ / -

. - COMAMUNICATIONS SECiIU: f v -
AUGLLISH4 ™

(FBI, MINNEAPOLIS = | §-11-54 11-56 AM
RECTOR, ~ URGENT .éz

'<:§§§§£9‘ REREP SA SIGURD FLAATA DATED Jul¥ N THIRTEEN, =
' FIFTYFQUR, MINNEAPOLIS. HONORABLE GUNNAR NORDBYE, CHIEF JUDGE,

;re'e ’()n"n
Ir. }. HHen )nn
M "

usbC, HINNEAPOLIS, ISSUED COURT ORDER TODAY - DENYING VOLNEY DAVIS-S

MOTION FOR AN ORDER VACATING AND SETTING ASIDE A LIFE SENTENCE

" IMPOSED UPON BIH ON JUNE SEVEN, THIRTYFIVE, UPON A PLEA OF GUILTY
ENTERED \ON JUNE THIRD, THIRTYFIVE, TO AN INDICTMENT CHARGING. ruar
HE CONSPIRED WITH OTHER%fO, AND DID, KIDNAP oNe*idwhad GEORCE

3 BREMER OF ST.».PAUL. MINN., AND TRANSPORT HIM INTO THE STATE OF S
CEIAC!’I ~BOVILIHVI

~ILLINOIS. THE COURT-S ORDER IS SET FORTH IN A FOURTEEN PAGE ‘5"(

OPINION, COPY OF WHICH IS BEING FURNISH FD THE B?URE U AM,

Zgﬂ | HOHARD REGURDED - 71 7"ffdﬁd*
C‘Pmﬁ A K PLS CC: MR. ROSEN

 E———
2-03 PM ox r UA RD AN % DIVISION
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SAC, Houston (62-0-2072) Octodber 5, 1954

Director, FBI
)T 576~ /\é}/ 09 s S

N " MRS. VADA HOVWARD *
1 DED,S aka MRS, WARREW ¥, xounn
tCORVES " cLAIN FOR REWARD FOR curzm'
OFr ALVIN KARPIS 3
RESEARCH (cants Rscozws} 2

) ’\' Rcurlct o,f S'eptcnbcr 27, 1954. ?

.43 you are amrc, Alutn tarpia vas apprchcndcd at Ieu OrI%na,
Louutanc, on May 1, 1936, Mrs. Yada Nyberg, them of Hot Springs,
Arkansas, was not tntcrviemd by Buteau Agcnta unttl May 19, 1938,
when investigation was deing conducted at Hot Springs concerning
harboring matters arising froa the apprehension of Karpts. UWhen
- interviewed: om May 19, 1938, Mrs. Nyterg stated that in Novemler,
1935, she had teen requested ty a Hot Springs police officer to .
Jurnish him any tnformation that might come to Aer concerning
Xarpts, apparently this offtcer having {an mind that Xarpis might
* be tm the area. JIn December, 1935, Mrs., Nyberg did actually - -

" recognise Xarpis tn Hot Springs, and a few days later she called
upon Chief of Police Joseph ¥akelin and allegedly offered to fummish
information as to Xarpis' uhereatouts if ¥akelin would dtvide the
rewvard with her, Fakelin, however, already knew of Karpis' whae=-
~ abouts fn Hot Springs, and merely iaughcd at Nrs. Nyberg, indicating
.. to her that Aer tnformation could not possibly Le true. After

the arrest of Xarpts in New Orleans, she talked again to Fakelin
and he supposedly admitted to her, according to her atatementa,
that she was correct fn her tdentification. Subuqueutly, . .
Mrs. Nyterg testified as a Government witness conceraning thcu :

: facta at thc ttu of thc prosecuttol of latcltn. o e
RETTE On Juac 30, 1989 lra. Iy’bcry cppcarcd at thc Buraau aud

-2 among other things, she expressed her interest tn obtaining o rcmrd.
. It was pointed out to her that the focts i her possession ims
.. ‘December, 1935, were not then made known to the Bureaw and, as @&

7. matter of fccf, d4d not ocome to our attcnttou unttl she was

.~ tnterviewed Dy Bureau Adgents in lby 9, two years after the -

2t 7 apprehenston of Karpis, and that, of d rse, her information had :

"'mu._nothtug whatevér to do nttx %f gggaton. It was explatned to
remms—her that the tnfomtton é écmt 84 tn 1938 and the tnvestiga-

Beima —Zi0R conducted at that time ha solely with the prosecution of
bbo___coptatn fndividuals tn Ho¥''SEMng# "In'etoMnection with the hartoring
P.nm__Qf Xarpts and that no rcward whatever had been offered in that regard,




TO: SAC, Houston (62-0-2072) 10-5-54
FROM: Director, FBI
SUBJECT: MRS, VADA HONARD
= - CLAIM FOR REWARD FOR CAPTURE
OF ALVIN KARPIS
 RESEARCH (CRIHE REC'ORDS)

e Tmr e P s ‘, ,,,,os‘ h

)ln. becrg ucud cnﬁrcly rcconotlcd to thc faotj and adnutcd
that the alove was entirely true and that aho hcd never apohn
to a Bureau lgcnt untt! 1988, ‘g_;.;;.' WL

e

For your lnfornaﬂon, the fﬂu rcflcct that lfro. Nybcrg

- may be of questionalle reputation, and members of the Hot Springs
Poltice Department not tnvolved in thc Rardoring matten tndicated
that her reputation was that o Pgh artist”

Mrs, Hovard's letter ts returned herewith, You should
comnunicate with her and refresh her memory a8 to the erplanation
gtuven her when she was intervieved at the Burecu on June 30, 1939,
It should de indicated to her that this ts the Bureau's final '
and unalteradle positton in this rcgard, and ve can te of no
assistance to her, .. . o \,\. .

NOTE: Background per Buftle '7-5'76. Oopy of Ilrs. Howard's letter
teing retained for the file. -
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O]ﬁce Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Director, FBI DATR: 9/ 27/54

= g&{ﬁ! :  8AC, Houston (62-0-2072)

| SUBECT:  Mrs, VADAYHOWARD, | i .
aka arren W . » ‘ o
CLAIM FOR KRD’F R CAPTURE SEMEN
OF' AL PO \_' '
Re Houston letter t/o Director dated 9/27/53, T
captioned ALVIN-KARPIS and DUTCH AKERS. Reflet ) CE
indicated that Mrs. WARREN W. HOWARD, Port Arthur, &

Texas, advised she had seen DUTCH AKERS on the -
streets of Port Arthur and was worried about her
personal safety. She also alleged she furnished
information which had aided in the convictinn of
AKERS, former Chief of Detectives » Hot Springs,
Arkansas, in about 1938.

On 9/22/54 Mrs. HOWARD, who is now using the name
of Mrs. VADA HOWARD, 2210 Indiana Avenue, Houston,
Texas, called at the office and advised she desired to
make a claim for information furnished by her which
assisted in the apprehension of ALVIN KARPIS. . Mrs.
HOWARD appeared to be very nervous, emotionally
up-set, and stated she was in a serious condition
because of cancer. For the foregoing reasons, I
asked her to go home and send a letter to me making

Q her claim and advised her I would forward her claim

Sto We,shington for appropriate attention. _ ‘
a® &?6' I have received a letter from Mrs. HOWARD, dated
/L & September 24, 1954 which. 1s attached. ‘
&_ At the time I talked to Mrs. Hovard om 9/22/54 I
& - advised her I was not familiar with the conditions .

of the rewvard for KARPIS or, in fact, whether there
had been such a revard offered. I advised her the
Bureau had nothing to do with offering such a reward
to my knowledge and I did not know if anything could
be done to assist her. She nevertheless pers sted in

ROPTES. DESTROYED LD & % claim L 7 5 7(.— / S }100
&’ : CURDED~3J

186 MAR 26 '%&:B- nk ,,,, -
i) ~ /,égﬂunexm-m =
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62-0-2072

. fLe - .. f. . R - - . -
~ e .x., T .

'For the Bureau's information, the Little Rock Office

by letter dated 10/2/43 advised tkt a review of the,uf“‘
KARPIS file reflects that VADA NYBERG, the name Mrs.
Howard was using at that time, was a witness in the
KARPIS case. A However, she was just one of many witnesses.
The 1ittle Rock Office advised that Captaln JERRY WATKINS, .-
of the Hot Springs PD, showed the photograph of KARPIS
to Mrs. Howard in late November or early December, 1935.
Several days later Mrs. Howard called Captain WATKINS
and advised that while visiting at 202 Fincel Street

she had seen a man in the back yard of 124 Club Street,
adjacent to 202 Fincel, and recognized this man as ALVIN
KARPIS. She reported this on two occasions to WATKINS
who told her KARPIS was not in or near Hbt Springs at
thattime and no action was taken..m o

N
&

| Inasmuch as I am not aware of ‘the particulars surrounding

the alleged reward for the capture of KARPIS, I would
appreciate advice from the Bureau as to whether or not

I should communicate with Mrs. Howard. Since the letter
was written at my request and since it was sent Return
Receipt Requested and I signed the card, I do not feel
the letter itself need be acknowledged.

-
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CTT runl Hrs. Vada Howard P |

: 2210 Indiana
_Houston 19, Texas

ey

%! e

e

' au‘bj.t Roward for capturo of

.

- Fode:al Office Building

' Houston 24;Texas ) ?&
<) ..3 ’ R : . .
, Dear Ky tom A V N
v , “‘,'. FIzs connoction with our conversation of‘ Soptnbor 22. 1954. ooncerninr
the 910,000 reward for furnishing information that brought sbout the capture
.of Alyin Karpis in Hot Springs, Lr}a.nul. during the lattor put ot' 1957.
A3 that time my name ‘was 'tha Jua.nita Nyberg a.nd I*hu&-dinco
Wu'ren ‘a’. Howarde. -
- N A ‘9,«
R believo that I am entitlod to this rwud f‘or tho follovinr
reasonsi?ﬁ
T 1) I cooperated with and. g;vo informatlon %o Gaptalﬁ Jorry Wallkin-
- of the Hot Springs police departrent t‘r.at. brought EORIG the
arrest of Anun Karpis:
seare-
he wes
v ; . . ; Sl "}"“:,&ﬁ\'{-; w3
- 5) uy 1ife was in gonsttng danger and 1t was ngcospg;;.;‘ ze to
By be under policeMy ion et all times due to p.Lhreats
% id v_‘,,-, R '» 3 ‘.ng
42(%5) The eonstant. >
A nontal uuf‘f’ering.,k

Foam ¥ :
Originol raturnd SAL', Eouaton
by letter of Oetobcr 4 1954.
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Tolsot 0
DATR: January 1, 1955 hobon —

Belmost

TO IIR. Do Jo PARSOYB

o YNRRSAD

Harbo
Freom tMR. T. D. BEAE e — R
R
Tﬁ e
SUBJBCT: BREKID ﬂ e Tele. Room —
Edward Geordl £27¢! <l Hollomsa —
The specimens listed below have been retained in the Laboratory's
Bulky Exhibit File since their receipt on July 23, 1938,
K8 Four .45 caliber cartridge cases
K11 .45 caliber projectile fired by suspect's Karpis and Campbell
The source and identity of these specimens are set out in Serials
14996, 15007 and 15022 of Bureau File 7-576. 3
RECOMMENDATION .
It is requested that the Investigative Division adviase whether or not :
these specimens may be destroyed. / e 7/ 0
7" 7 é -—
7-576 ERE 2 }f—
RAF:rlo AZ¢ “" LR BN S AR oL 7{/
(L4 copies)

T Recorpepzz W& “"hv'f‘f gr{ /""
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- L i " Mr Boardm >

| (- . | . ‘ Mr. N’;:}‘ ‘
' - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Mr. I';; ;;&! a v

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Mr. Winterrowd.
Tele. Room
My, Hoilgman

Transmit the followmg% message to

- \ i : //BUREAU (7-HY6

=

h Y
GUNNAR H. NORDBYE, JUDGE, USDC, ST. PAUL, ON 8/11/54. DIV STATED JUDGE

s MINNEAPOLIS 10/12/54
DIRECTOR _ .
- / .
z VO 7IS, rus, ETAL; ED4ARD GEORGE Q'F‘R VICTIM KIDNAPING.
. q-596~152 4 j//
) = REREP SA SIGURD FLAATA DATED 8/11/54. AUSA ALEX DIM, ST. PAUL, ADVISED
: f TODAY APPEAL ,FILE‘.D BY VOLNEY DAVIS FROM DECISION HANDED DOWN BY HON. ,2_//

=~ T
< 'NOE)BYE ON BASIS OF AFFIDAVIT FILED BY DAVIS SIGNED ORDER GRANTING APPEAL

o3 ‘AND'P?RMITI‘ED DAVIS TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS AND ORDERED COURT HEPORTER
L -t -
g TOJFU’\’NISH WITHDUT COST 1O DAVIS Ti/0 COPIES OF TRANSCRIFT OF HEARING AND

" ORTERED cm‘ax OF GOUAT TO PREPARE WITHOUT COST TO DAVIS COPIES OF
.- FOLLOWING “RECORDS:: “‘1.  ALL OF THE ORIGINAL RECORDS OF THE ARRAIGNMENT
HELD ON JUNE* 3, 1935, 2. ALL OF THE ORIGINAL RECORDS AND ORIGINAL MINUTES
AND SENTENCZ AND COMMTTMENT ¥ADE JUNZ 7, 1935; 3. A COMPLETE RECORD oF
THE AVENDMENT OF THE RECORD WHICH WAS MADE ON OCTOBER 10, 1939. Bus'y

]

ADVISED VOLNEY DAVIS APPZAL TAKEN ON FOLLOWING FOINTS: " 1. THAT PETITIONER

HAD ON FILE IN THE ABOVE NALED COURT A COURI‘ ACTION PURSUANT TO TITLE 28,

SH:TION 2255, IN WHICH DISPOSITION WAS l..ADé‘?I}\ \THE FOFJ‘{ JOF DENIAL; 2. THE .

i WAL N

COURT EXCEED- ITS AUI‘I-DRITI IN TI{[S HEARING BY ALLONING PETITIONER'S COMMON "N-?
(R ,J'

LAY WIFE 10 TESTIF! ADVERSELI T0 PETITIONB'F§S CON'I‘E\“I‘IONS, 3. THE COURI‘ ‘ \

5 ~r

ERRORED IN A%IDWING A WITBﬁs 'I%\T ]%Z\' A fgw WITNE

IN OTHER BREMER KIDNAPING TRIAL AND WHY, HE‘B.JIF, EEN CHARGE N THE
7- EXC-100 /17 ocT 13 1954 '
Approved A Sent______ | _Per, 3

61 OCT 25 1954 sPeCiAl Agent ifx Charge | | o é}‘ C(A“f “t
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT QOF JUSTICE

Transmit the following Teletype message to:

PAGE Til0

BREMGR KIDNAPING INDICTMENT T TESTIFY IN A HEARTNG BY A MOTION OF TITLE

28, SECTION 2255. L. THE COURT FRRORED IN ALLOWING VANY WITKESSES T0
TESTIFY CONCERNING TNCIDENTS THAT HAPPENED BEFORE AND AFTER FETITIONER ~
HAD BEEN ARRAIGNED AND SENTENCED, TESTIMONY THAT HAD NO BEARING ON A
MOTION UNDER TITLE 28, SECTION 2255. 5. WITNESSES ASKED FOR BY

~ PETITIONER WERE NOT BROUGHT TO THE COURT FOR THE HFARING, WHICH IS IN
VIOLATION OF THE SIXTH ARTICLE OF THE TEN ORIGINAL (BILL OF RIGHTS)
T0 THE CONSTITUTION, WHICH STATES 'TO HAVE COMPULSORY PROCESS FOR
OBTAINING WITNESSES IN HIS FAVOR.! 6. THAT THE HONORABLE JUDGE GUNNAR
H. NORDBYE IN ALLOWING THE ABOVE MENTIONED FACTS TO OCCUR CAUSED CROSS
PREJUDICE TO PETITIONER'S CAUSE.® DIM ALSO STATED IN VIEW OF THE DELAY
NECESSARY IN PREPARING TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING, AND FOR FILING THE EECORD
ON APPEAL AND DOCKETING, THE APPEAL WAS EXTENDED BY THE COURT TO DECELBER

15, 1954, BUREAU WILL BE KEPT INFORMED OF DEVELORMENTS. CLOSED.

HOWARD
Wil B MK
ARER0E A m2i08 i T S
AD T AYY - )
BECE AT . P
e G SARNS
e (2
gL C s
» ' T
Approved: Sent_____ M Per

"Special Agent in Charge



STANDARD FoRM NO. 84 )
Oﬁice Memerzmdum ¢ UNITED STATk. rOVERNMENT
Telson
TO + Mre Rosern” g Q DATB: January 19,  Dedme
: . 1955 . Belmon
Mobr
a mTMOM *t  Mr, Pric;\ﬁ(‘ ’_J . (p&)\ , 9 :::?
i o ' ”hﬁb ;
SUBJRCT:  ALVIN KARPIS, WAS. 2-/
ARTHUR,R.“BARKER, WAS. (DECEASED) /-1
VOLN AVIS T AL 5
EDWARD ‘GEORGH-BREMER = VICTIM 3.4
KIDNAPING

-

Memorandum rrom/Boaoh to Mr. Parsons, January 1ll, 1955,
stating four .45 caliber cartridge cases and a .45 caliber
projectile have been in the Laboratory's Bulky Exhibit File since
July 23, 1938. The memorandum requested the Investigative Division
advise whether or not these specimens may be destroyed.

On January 21, 1935, subject Volney Davis was indicted
by & Federal Grand Jury, Ste. Paul, Minnesota, on two counts charging
him and others with conspiring to transport victim from Minnesota
to Illinois and to hold him for ransom. On June 3, 1935, Davis
entered a plea of gullty in U. S. District Court, St. Paul, Minnesota,
and on June 7, 1935, was sentenced to serve life imprisonment.

On December 5, 1952, Davis filed a petition in U. S. District
Court, Ste Paul, for release on habeas corpus. On August 11, 1954,
Chief Judge Gunnar H. Nordbye, U. S. District Court, Minneapolis,
issued a court order denying Davis's motion for an order vacating and
setting aside his l1life sentence on a kidnaping charge. On October 12,
1954, Davis filed an appeal from the decision of Judge Nordbye. The

appeal 1is still pendinge. ::
RECOMMENDA TION A

It is recommended that in view of the current legal action
being taken by Volney Davis that the evidence presently in the
Laboratory be retained, and this memorandum be routed to the Laboratory

for the information of the Laboratory.

cc: Mr, Parsons

RIG:Le ‘ oy
(7) ‘d o 576 -

G4.1AN 251953 ¢,




D | A e T .
\ ‘ ' | /Yq"/ l ; T Ml‘. 'D“‘__—
| . : N o R Mr. Boardman__

) { ’ Mr, Nichels

: Mr. Belmont___
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION N Mr. Harbo

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ' M-

_ M:. Winterrowd_
- ATRTEL Tele. Room_____

Transmit the following Ty¥¢}ype message to: DIRECTOR Mr. Holloman
N ‘ Miss Gandy_

BI, MINNEAPOLIS 1-18-55 | SF1MAT
DIRECTOOR, FBI (7-576) R S ?
VOLNEY DAVIS, WAS., ETAL; EDWARD GEORGE BREVER, VICTIM, KTDMAPING. |

MP ATRTEL TO BUREAU 10-12-5L. ALEX DIM, AUSA, ST. PAUL, MINN., HO HANDLED CASE

‘F‘OR COVERNENT AT HEARTNG GRANTED VOLNEY DAVIS AT ST. PAUL, .ADVISED THE MP é‘
DIVISION TODAY THAT THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS, ST. LOUIS,
ADVISED HIM THAT VOLNEY DAVIS APPEAL, DOCKET #15229 WAS RECEIVED BY THE
CIRCUIT COURT AT ST. LOUIS 12-13-5L AND THAT DAVIS HAS PETITIONED THE COURT

OF APPEALS TO APPOINT AN ATTORNEY FOR HI¥. DIM STATED THE NEXT STEP WAS

FOR DAVIS TO FILE A BRIEF WITH THE CIRCUIT COURT, AFTER WHICH DIM WILL FILE
A BRIEF FOR THE GOVERN'ENT, OPPOSING DAVIS' BRIEF. DIM ADVISED THAT ALL
TRANSCRIPTS AND COPIES OF TESTIMONY AND GOVERNVENT EXHIBITS MENTIONED IN
IN REFERENCED AIRTEL HAVE BEEN FURNISHED TO DAVIS AT LEAVENWORTH PENITENTIARY. \/
BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADViSED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 7
HOWARD

END _ - ,
7-30 |
(L) T : . R

n' B . Ty ot . -
R 7,;_7/6 15997

m - \ﬁ w— . Pl ’

RECOR

2o JAN 191955

P s H R —
Ny T_.-L\ } ‘ .

64.JAN 2113955

Approved: ! / Sent___ M Peor.
cial Agent in Charge




3. 8‘55 o AIRTEL

SEREI—
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N ?}

‘% -n. .

D UAS TO E)ITER THE FIC![AEL REASE HOSPI-

SH. uuson wrm u.s. PROBATIO! orncz
Amn's COIIDITIOI S

|18, aU?FERIIG FROH OANCER All
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Approved:

_,‘l D-36
L ‘w.. & Mr. TOIBOII
' Mr. Boardman __ | .~
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES ON Mr. Nichols____ 1
ﬁr. Belmont____
UNITED STATES DEPART OF JUSTICE Mr.
) Mr. /
P, Mr,
v
 AEBIBWA v U e e N ;
SAS CITY (7-37),; .'., 3/3/55
D OTOR, FBI (7-576) el

J _
WORI‘H KS., ADVISED THAT HARRY SME:R FBI #421335, ,WAS PARO‘.I'ED .
FROM THAT PRISON ON 2/2?/55 0 REPORI‘ 70 THE U .S, PROBAT ION OFTICER -5
CG. HE SAID THAT SAWYER S CANCER OF THE PROSTATE, DOES Nor
HAVE LONG TO LIVE, mwzxsnmmommxsmzscmmABm via ',\

TRAIN, TO CG, WHERE HE WAS TO ENTER THE MICHAEL REASE HOSPITAL,

. me. IR ) |
- smow . \
WMi/nlr ’
Cce = 1 - CINGINNATI (7-43) - -~ ; T \ R
e M

cc = 1 - CHICAGO (7-82) (mm)

Sent_____M Per
Special Agent in Charge , Y




