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Following departure of former Assistant to the Director
William C. Sullivan, it was discovered that all records he had
maintained in his office concerning special highly sensitive
coverage the Bureau maintained at request of the White House
were missing. Due to the exXiremely sensitive nature of +these
records, Sullivan maintained the only copy of all records
concerning this coverage.” It was subsequently established
beyond a reasonable doubt that Pricr to his departure, Sullivan
turned all of these records over to Robept C. Mardian, Assistant
Attorney General, Internal Security Division of the Department.
Mardian aliegedly destroyed these records.

SENSITIVE COVERAGE PLACED
AT REQUEST OF THE WHITE HOUSE

In order that the Bureau has some record of this delicate 94%”
matter, an effort has been made to reconstruct as many facts
as possible concerning this coverage, particularly the identity of
individuals on whom the coverage was maintained. It must be
borne in mind, however, that a very limited number of perscns

in the Bureau had knowledge of
sources from which data could b

this coverage, and therefore
est be obtained were used.

Essentially only Sullivan and
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in the matter. Sullivan did not h

and he therefore designated former

LT TICH CONTA

were necessary toc the White House.

lboamrnns

dlagd, /4 £ ;Byfgé? :
Reasshe-TCINIL, 1-2.4
Bate /e Review\, e b NLY/

ESM:ts

interpret the writtaen material .being supplied from the rago
Special Agentl to
analvze the results of t+he coverage and prepare any letters which

t of the time tol

him Material was dictated mos
I a dedicagted and loyal Bureau emplovee.

7
L

(5 75095 X~
WA 13 1973

-

the Director were be aware
essential to placing and
ton Field Office knew of it,
interest and responsibility
ave the facility to read and

all correspondence prepared

; Since Sul}lj pparently
Tt have the Director's permission to use for this,
used Sullivan's initials on

i

b6
b7C

|




J
Based on all available information, this coverage was fiprst

instituted at the specific request of Dr. Henry Kissinger, who

contacted the Director in the early spring of 1969 following

some type of leak of information involving the National Security
Council. It is believed that the first individuals covered were:

Dr. Morton Halperin, who was with the National Security
Council at that time, but later went to Brookings Institution.
The coverage stayed on him even after he went to Brockings
Institution.

- He lmut Sonnenfeldt, who was with National Security Council.

Tony ‘Lake, who was also with Natiénal Security Council.

. John Patrick Sears. Sears had formerly been in the Nixon-
Mitchell Law Firm in New York and had actively worked on the

. Nixon campaign. After the election he had some sort of job at

the Executive O0ffice Building, but apparently became disenchanted
with the Nixon administration. He wanted a job with O0ffice of
Economic Opportunity.

Later additional requests were made , but at some point the
requests came from H.R. Haldeman pather than Dr. Kissinger. The
following is a list of those individuals on whom it is reasonably
believed coverage was maintained for the White House. The dates
of such coverage cannot be established without reference to records
which is not believed desirable:

Henry Brandon, Correspondent, London Sunday Times

William Safire, National Security Council

Winston Lloyd, National Security Council

Marvin Kalb, Radio-TV Correspondent and news service

William Beecher, New York Times

Hedrick Smith, New York Times . - .

Ambassador Richard F. Pedersen, State Department

Ambassador William Sullivan, State Department

Daniel Davidson, National Security Couneil

General Robert Pursley, now military aide to Viee President,
but at time was a Colonel on staff of Secretary Laird

James W. McLain, who at time was with Health, Education and

W Bl Welfare, but was in process of following Robert Finch to

White House as Finch's aide. ,
Richard Moose, National Security Council
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The largest number of these ineope' tion at cne time is
believed to be eight. The last one placed was on McLain and
it was placed on 12/1%/70, while the Director was out of town.
This one had a great sense of urgency when the request was made
and required special installation by Washington Field Office.

Although it is not believed that this coverage was ever
Placed on Joe Kraft, Washington Post Correspondent, on an address
in the U.S., Sullivan was actively trying to determine exactly
where Kraft was located in Europe. Kraft made a trip to France
just prior to Nixon's visit to Rumania and his exact address FAL.
was learned and Sullivan is reported to have traveled to Paris?799
in.an effort to had French authorities place coverage on Kraft
in France. It is not known whether he was ever successful. S

* Those on whom the coverage remained longestwere Halperin, !
Brandon, Hedrick Smith, Kalb and possibly Lloyd. All of this
coverage was discontinued around the end of May or first part
of June, 1971. '

[

Sometime after the early part of June, 1871, following
discontinuance of the coverage, it was deemed advisable that
all copies of memoranda to the White House reporting on results
of the coverage should be retrieved and kept in a secure place
at the Bureau. After some difficulty all known copies of the
material were returned to the Bureau and placed in Sullivan's
bossession, since it was not thought that the material should
go to files, even our special file room. Evidently Sullivan
disposed of the material sometime between the last of July and
the time he departed on leave prior to his retirement.

- It goes without saying that knowledge of this coverage
represents a potential source of tremendous embarrassment to
the Bureau and political disaster for the Nixon administration-
Copies of the material itself could be used for political
blackmail and the ruination of Nixon, Mitchell and others of
the administration.

ACTION: For information and record.
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Smith to Miller memorandum 5/13/73, captioned as above,

reported recovery of records relating to electronic surveillances (elsurs)

placed between 1969 and 1971 at the request of the White House. These |
records had been improperly removed from custody of the FBI by former
Assistant to the Director William C. Sullivan and turned over to Robert C.
Mardian, then Assistant Attorney General, Internal Security Division of

the Department.
[

i Mr, Conmy
/ Mr. Mintz

The records in question had never been integrated into regular
- FBI files. Neither had any file number been assigned, nor serializing or .

indexing done. There were no entries made into the specinal electronic
surveillance indices. [

Since recovery of the records has been accompanied by wide-
spread publicity and revelations have been made in Federal Court as to the
existence of the electronic surveillances, we can expect 2 clamor for elsur
indices checks for possible overhearings which could be the basis for
suppression of evidence or reversal preceedings. Likewise, due to the
political hysteria growing out of the Watergate incident, we can well expect

_attempts to connect the 1969-71 White House-requested elsurs with the

. 'Watergate matier or the Pentagon Papers matter, which has also been linked
{o Watergate because of the burglary of Daniel Ellsberg's psychiatrist by
principals of the Watergate break-in,

—
L4

It is therefore absolutely essential that the elsur records in E

“-"question be isolated and maintained intaet for evidentiary purposes. However,

"_'it is also essential that we open a case file on the matter; serialize all of

the documents; and index them where pertinent. Recognizing that the most

urgent matier was 1o begin a set of special elsur indices to service anticipated

requests from the Department, we imm%’gaj_:ely began a review of the elsur
CON_T_INUE]?)_:-;: OVER_
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Memorandum to Mr. E. S. Miller
Re: Sensitive Coverage Placed at the
Request of the White House

logs to prepare elsur index cards. Before any appreciable progress was
made, however, a Departmental Trequest was received-and beginning on
5/18/73 a crash project was begun with 11 Agent Supervisors, 2 Technical
Publications Writers, and a Secretary. These employees worked around-
the-clock until the project was completed and we now have more than 5 , 000
elsur indices cards which enables us to make elsur indices checks relating
to these particular elsurs. o

"

v,
»

' The index cards are not complete, however, since we as vet
have no file number, nor do we have the elsur logs properly serialized., -
LS~ 75088

Arrangements have been made with Files and Communications
_Division to supply a trained employee to work with g designated employee
of the INTD to serialize and index these records. This work will take
place in INTD space where continuity of the records for evidentiary pur-
poses will be maintained at all times. Up to this point I am the only FBI
employee who has had custody and control of the records since they were
released to the Acting Director and myself on 5/12/73 by the White House.

&

A decision has been made by the'Acting Director that these é‘_";’f” A

records will be kept in the office of the Associate Director when they have

.

as_the fact that access to them must be approved by the (Acting) Diregtor,

Associate Director, or Assistant Director, INTD only. Decision was algo
made that in the interest of security, no abstracts are to be made relating
to these records, inasmuch as sbstracts could identify the elsurs placed
which information if disclosed ocutside the Bureau wittingly or unwittingly
could result in lawsuits being filed against the FBI.

been processed and that index cards relating to them will show this aswel . 1;“8' (}gé,ﬂj

As soon as the special elsur index cards are completed with
file number and serial numbers, these will be turned over io Special
Investigative Division for integration in the elsur indices. Meanwhile,
requests for check of these 5,000 index cards will be processed by the
Special Records and Related Research Unit, IS~3 Section, INTD.

oo e - -

It is believed that this matter should be considered a gingle
.. .. FBI case, since it was a single investigation for the White House to identify

"% Jegks of classified data. A single case file should therefore be opened and

CONTINUED -~ OVER.




Mgmorandum to Mr, E. S, Miller
Re: Bensitive Coverage Placed at the
Request of the White House

it is suggested that the code name "SPECOV" be used to identify the
case. Bureau indices are negative on this code word. The case will
then be referred to as "SPRCGV -“Espionage."

Further, since 17 separate individuals were covered by elsurs,
although none were separately investigated, it is suggested that each be
indexed as a subject of the "SPECOV" case . '
: Material prepared by the Inspection Division and Legal
Counsel's Office relating to this overall matter should be filed with the
other SPECOV material since it reveals details which sl?;)%ld be protected.

. L& 57:.-5

&
RECOMMENDATIONS: : D"WQ e, g5

g
1. That a case file be opened on this memorandum and that
henceforth the code name "SPECOV" be used to identify this case. '

2. That serializing and indexing begin and expeditiously WI- S
handled by INTD employees with assistance of experienced Files and W;;(}{\ Tl‘?/; ANy
Communications employee. : .

3. That upen completion the special elsur indices cards now
in possession of INTD be turned over to Special Investigative Divisicn for
integration into regular elsur indices. : L_l

4. That when all records have been fully processed they be
placed in a safe-type cabinet in the Associate Director's office with
access limited as desecribed herein.

CONTINUED - OVER
-1 :




Memorandum to Mr. E. S. Miller
Re: Sensitive Coverage Placed at the
Request of the White House

5. That none of these records be taken from custody and
control of INTD until all of the foregoing procedures have been completed.
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It has been called to my attention by the press, dnd
confirmed by the personnel file of William C. Sullivan, retired,
which your office has shown me, that at one time for national security
reasons there were wiretaps placed on certain newspapermen whose
identities are presently not known to this office. I understand that the
District Court is concerned that such wiretaps may have somehow

# nw
ﬁ ﬁ' Felt ..___Vi

Mr, Baker
Mr. Callahan ____.
Mr. Cleveland ____
Mr, Conrad
Mr. Gebhardt ...
Mr. Jenkins .
Mr. Marshall _____
Mr. Miller, E.S. ..
Mr. Soyars

o Mr. Thompson

Mr. Walters
Tele, Room
Mr. Buige .
Mr. Barnes
Mr. Bowers
Mr. Herington . _
Mr. Conmy
Mr.-Mintz
Mr. Bardley _______
Mrs. Hogan

tainted the prosecution. In order to advise the Court, I wish a prompt

investigation conducted for the purpose of determining the following:

L]

1. The identities of the ofﬁciai in the Department of Justice
_and in the FBI responsible for carrying out the wiretap program.

2, The names of the newspapermen whose phones were tapped,

and the names of the newspapers for which they worked.

ach

8. The date on which each tap was placed and the da.t; <\S,e

tap was discontinued. )
; - DECLASSIFIED BY 24

4, The resulté of the wiretaps. ox.

i 7 e Ve daag
“ /2’/7"33——./

5. The identii':;es of the Agents carrying out the wiretaps.

6, The documentation which was involved including but not
necessarily limited to:

(1) The assignment of each wiretap fo an office or Agent.

&
. (2) Any logs which were prepared,
B

-(3) Any 302s or other reports reflecting

LR m eV e R U R
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Memorandum for Mr. Felt from ’ May 4, 1973
* the Acting Director )
Re: Wiretaps on Newspapermen

7. If documentation is not now available, as I understand to be
the case, then it will be necessary to pursue the inquiry through my office
in the Depariment of Justice or elsewhere which had or should have had
knowledge of the wiretaps or of the documentation. I wish to receive
any documentation which exists and if the normal documentation has
been destroyed, which appears to be the case, I wish to be informed
who destroyed it, when it was destroyed and the reason for the destruction,

8. If, as appears to be the case, documentation may not be
available to establish the results of the wiretaps, I wish the Agents to
be interviewed and statements secured as to their recollection of the
ifformation received through the wiretaps.

s

Please treat this as an urgent matter.
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With respect to the comment in Ttem #7 in

Mr, Ruckelshaus' memorandum of 5-4-73 concerning pursuing
inquiries through his office, in the Department of Justice, or -
elsewhere, Mr. Ruckelshaus this morning provided clarification

" of that point in that he desires the investigation to proceed forward
with any logical interview conducted without delay. He stated there
need not be cleared through him or his office the conduct of any
interview but that if we are interviewing current personnel within
the Department and/or cother highly placed former officials, we
should simply let his office know about it in order that he may
respond to any inquiries that he receives.

Bring the foregoing to the attention of Mr. Jacobson
who is coordinating this investigation.
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This is a progress repoft of the on ~going investigation bir. Conny
being conducted by the Inspection Division in response to memorandum o E;',‘;i'ey
from Acting Director Ruckelshaus to Mr. Felt daged 5/4/’??/ in the Mes. Hogan
captioned matter, DECLASSIFIED BY 270

During the briefing held in your office on the afternoon of
May 6, 1973, Mr, John A, Mintz, Office of Legal Counsel, was present
and inquiry was made of him concerning possible prosecutable violations
of law as well as the necessity of advising people to be interviewed
concerning their constitutional rights, Ag you will recall, the following
is-the opinion of Mr, Mintz in substance:

Mr, Mintz, Legal Counsel, advised that there is a remote
possibility the activity which is the subject of the present inquiry, could
involve prosecutable violations of law such as Title 18, United States Code
‘Sections 2511 (wiretapping); 641 (uauthorized conversion or disposition
of Government records); 2071 (unlawful concealment, removal, or
destruction of Government records); 2155 (destruction of national defense
material), However, the element of criminal intent would be difficult
to prove in face of the anticipated claims from all of those involved that
all actions taken were believed to be in the scope of duty,

b

V1 lpanidid LugpvMLUcd Uy
court order. See memo
in 63~16062-13 «7ix,

¢ Mr. Mintz advised that, under the law, the interviews to be
. conducted in this matter need not be prefaced by an advice of constitutional
rights and a waiver of rights as long as the interviewee is not in custody
or restrained, Further, Bureau rules require no advice of rights and waiver
. unless the interviewee is so strongly suspected of a crime that he is to be
questioned for admissions or confessions of guilt in a eriminal investigation.
¥ the interviews are directed at producing details of events and arrangements
controlling FBI activity during a specified period concerning which the
interviewees have knowledge, such administrative inquiry may proceed without
the interviewing limitations of a criminal investigation. However, all inter -
views should be reported on FD -302 forms because of the possibility of
: administrative proceedings, Congressional hearings, or civil suits that
' may arise as a result of this matter, Qe L/
Bowe L S )f'. ¥ M\*"
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Memo for Mr. Walters
Re: Wiretaps on Newspapermen

i There follows a summary of pertinent information developed
to date from individuals interviewed ‘who had persona] knowledge or reason
to know of information relating to this inquiry:

SPECIAL AGENT THOMAS J. SMITH, SECTION CHIEF, INTELLIGENCE
DIVISION

While he had no personal or first-hand knowledge of wiretaps

on newsmen or White House officials, he became aware he believes sometime in

1969 that there might be such wiretaps. This was occasioned by overhearing

conversations on a Saturday while working in the office, A situation

developed wherein the White House desired information urgently and from

the bits and pieces of conversation he overheard he believed the White House

wanted to know something about coverage being maintained by the FBI in

connection with high -level leaks, He vaguely recalls that former Inspector

J, A. Sizoo may have been in the office at the time and that he or some

o%her ranking official of the Intelligence Division (then the Domestic Intelligence
. Division) may have tried to contact former Assistant Director W, C.

Sullivan or former Special Agent concerning the White House
_inquiry,

After January, 1970, when SA was assigned to work for

SA Smith in the Research Section » Smith received enough information from

to very definitely lead to the conclusion that the FBI did, in fact R bE
mainain wiretaps on behalf of the White House relative to high-leve}
national security leaks and that Mr. W. C. Sullivan was i charge of the  P7C
operation asmuch as actually worked for Smith after January,
1970, felt compeiled fo tell him he was reviewing the logs of all
wiretaps being maintained and that he had to go to Sullivan's office to do
50. This was necessary to acecount for periods of S absence
in the Section from time to time. Inasmuch as SA Smifh was aware of
the need-to-know basis for the wiretaps no effort was made on Smith's
part to pry into the nature of the coverage or the identity of the persons
covered, : ’

bt
SA Smith recalled tha retired in the Summer of 1971, b7cC
and that shortly before he left thttm%had to go to Mr, Suilivan's
office "one last time' to put in order the various documents relating to §
the special coverage for tie White House. Sometime after the first part 1

of September, 1971, revealed to him that former Assistant Atiorney
General Robert Mardian had shown him the documents which Mr, Sullivan

-2 - CONTINITEN . AED o
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Memo for Mr. Walters
Re: Wiretaps on Newspapermen

bad kept in his office relating to the speci iretaps the FBI had
maintained for the White House and aske to take charge of tlse
documents and afford them the greatest possible security, ﬂtold

SA Smith he was shocked to see these highly sensitive docyments in
Mardian's possession since they were FBI propert Int]old Smith

that Mr, Sullivan had previously indicated to him that he might
turn the documents over to Mardian but had strongly advised mr,
Sullivan not to take such action since 1o one outside the FBI should have
aeccess to such information, conversation with Smith was recorded
in a memorandum to Assistanl Director E. S. Miller on October 1, 1971,
which led to the discovery that the sensitive records were no longer in
FBI custody, o

as a result of the wiretaps, Throwh c sations with Washington Field
Office (WFO) Supervisor SA Smith recalls ihe

following individuals were tapped: Henry Brandon, London Sunday Times;
"Dr, Morton Halperin, Nationa]l Security Council (NSC); Tony Lake, NSC;
Daniel Davidson, NSC; William Safire, NSC; Winston Lord, NSC; Colonel
Robert Pursley, now a Generaj -- Colonel assigned to Secretary Laird's
office - Department of Defense ; Marvin Kalb, Radio-TV commentator; William
Beecher, NY Times; Hedrick Smith, NY Times; Ambassador Richard ¥,
Pedersen, State Department ; Ambassador William Sullivan, State Depariment ;
James W, McLain, HEW; John Patrick Sears, Attorney; Richar d Moose,

NBC; and Helmut Sonnenfeldt, NSC,

Full background material regarding the above -named individuals
is being compiled and will be furnished.

JOHN J, McDERMOTT, SAC, WFO

He was ASAC in WFO prior to and unti] April, 1969, when he
transferred as SAC of the Alexandria Otffice, During this time McDermott
had no knowledge about and wiretaps on members of the White House staff
or members of the news media, He returned as SAC of WFO on October 24,
- 1972, About two mont in 2 conference on another matier with b6

Supervisor| ihe learned for the first time thatl___ |had 7
received instructions from a Domestic Intelligence Division representative
to institute wiretaps, According to McDermott instructions were
received by t phone and was told in the strictest terms there would
be no official record made of this request in the WFQ, McDermott stated

-3- CONTINUED - OVER ﬂ




Meﬁm for Mr, Walters b7C

Re: Wietaps on N ewspapermen

the personnel withj ho would have complete knowledge of this operatic
would bel I(now retired), and two Special Clerks who
handled echnical coverage on thege Special taps according to:

McDermott advised as far as he knows there is no documentation or recrord
of any kind on this matter in WEFO files,

SUPERVISOR L WFO

SAC Joseph Purvis and Jater transferred to him, However, he believes
the call came directly to him from former Inspector Joseph Sizoo, who
was then Number One Man to Assistant Director Sullivan, Investigation
in this matter included a request for both a physical and telephone
surveillance a.nd| wasg specifically told by Sizoo that the telephone

Coverage was to be handled most discreetly with only one copy of the transeription

log made which was then to be hand carried to Assistant Director Sullivan's
Office, [ was advised by Sizoo that there would be no paper on this

coverage to WFO, The transcription logs in the Sears matter as wel] as

all subsequent telephone surveillance requesis were picked up by
from the WFOQ monitoring station each morning, sealed and then hand carried
by selected Agents, names not recalled, to Sullivan's office.
recalled the telephone surveillance on Sears lasted for approximately two

to three months, In the Sears case, as in all others, a telephone call was b6
received from a representative of the Domestic Intelligence Division BiC

instructing that the coverage be discontinued, Subsequently, during the
period 1969 through 1971, representatives of the Domestic Intellicence
Division (DID) including Inspector Sizoo, former Special Agent

and possibly SA Tom Smith (it is noted above that SA Smith disclaimed
any personal knowledge of any wiretaps) orally instructed that cther telephone
surveiilances be placed on other White House employees and certain representa -
tives of the news media, [ |stated that the names that immediately came
to mind are Morton Halgerin, which coverage lasted for 8 to i0 months;
Helmut Sonnenfeldt, 6 to 8 months ; and William Safire, 3 to 4 months;
other requests concerned Henry Brandon, London Sunday Times, 6 to 8
months' coverage, and a first name wiknown Smith, New York Times
reporter which lasted several months. | |stated he assumed that a]1
requests of the DID._concerning Special coverage were approved by former
Director Hoover, When the initial request was made WFO was advised
at that time whether the requests for telephone surveiilance coverage
were actually approved by the then Attorney General John Mitchell or that they

/
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Memo for Mr, Walters .
Re: Wiretaps on N ewspapermen

would be approved prior to implementation. On severai requests, specifics

not recalled, one phone cajl from DID would request background information
for contemplated telephone coverage and a Iater telephone call would instruet
that coverage be Implemented since there was Attorney General approval,

-. In other instances there would only be one call to WFO instructing that

telephone surveiliance coverage be implemented as Attorney General
authorization had already been obtained,

Jon tated that upon receipt of the oral request he would advise

| (now retired) former supervisor of the WFQ Monitoring
installation and who had liaison with the telephone
company, I WOUId arrange for the telephone surveillance coverage b6
on the individual in question, |_n__|states no writien request was made
of the telephone company during any of these specialized instg ions b7C

hor was any billing made to the FB] by the phone company for/installations,

review the logs, identified 6 Special Clerks or Special Empioyees
who monitored the Special telephone surveillance coverage, These
individuals are currently being interviewed,

We are currently seeking out for interview aj] individuals
assigned to-WFO who had personal knowledge of the wiretaps or their
recollections as to on whom, for what period of time and the res: 1ts,

As set forth above in the opinion of Inspector Mintz all nterview results
are being reduced to an FD -302,

ACTION:

For information, You will be kept constantly advised of #
the progress in this matter, which is being treated as an urgent matter,
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To Mr., Waltersy Mr. Soyars

Mr. Thompson
‘ Mr{,w;suué ¥
From Inspector O, T, Jaccbson ~ {Tele. Room _____
v |Mr. Baise ___
Mr. Barnes _______

REFKWIRETAPS ON NEWSPAPERIVIEI\ Mr. Bowers
e * " IMr. Herington ____
i Mr. Contny
. . Mr. Mintz
5, Based on results-of our curren (M. Eadiey

we anticipate interviewing simultaneoy |Mrs- Hogan
the morning of 5/9/73 the following in

Former Assistant to the Director William-c: ‘ bé
Sullivan {currently emploved bv t epartment); b7C
Former Special Agent also

employed by the Depariment; Former Inspector \

- Joseph Sizoo, retired, not employed; and 7795 /ﬁfq/f/’
cur.rent SAC Charles Brennan, Ale])}%;a&gﬁ%‘lm BY - A
Office, . o : 7
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This is being furnished in response
to the Acting Director's reqwe st that he be
advised of any individuals outside the Bureau
to be interviewed who are members of the

Department or are of prominent stature, van 57
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- Memorandum

To MR. WALTERS DATE:
i

5/8/78 -

Tune

: . P
FROM INSPECTOR O, T, JACOBSON &

(> 9
A WIRETAPS ON NEWSPAPERMEN

sunﬁcr: 1‘}”
This is a sumxﬁary of our progress of the on -going inquiry
being conducted by the Inspection Division in response to memorandum
from Acting Director Ruckelshaus to Mr, Felt dated 5/4/13 in
captioned matter, In the intersts of clarigycthe results of our inquiry are
set forth unde ropriat aptions, ¥ LASSlFéhbﬁ o e WA
r r app 0121‘1 e subc gilons poe .

e,

: ) - P *.E? 1 S
HANDLING OF SPECIAL WIRETAP REQUESTS jXND MONITOR
- WASHINGTON FELD OFFICE (WFQ)

-;ﬁv/
Mr, Felt

Mr, Baker _____
Mr. Caltahan .
Mr. Cleveland __

op” |

Mr, Conrad
Mr. Gebhardt ____
Mr. Jenkins
Mr. Marshall ___.
Mr. Miller, E.S. _
Mr. Soyars
Mr. [Thompson
1S

Tele, Room . _
Mr. Baise _______
Mr. Barnes
Mr. Bowers
Mr. Herington
M. Conmv
Mr. Mintz
Mr, Eardley . __
Mrs. Hogan .

Former Special Agent (retired), WFO

&

recalls sometime in the Spring of 1969, Supervisor]

came
White House concerned about leaks and Sullivan tol
Sullivan, was adyised b
wiretaps whaisoever, subsequently gaveﬁsome telephone pn
and addresses and he in turn furnished this information to

liaison with the C&P telephone company.

any length or substance was to be recorded on

period of two to four weeks,

effect orton-Halperin - 12 to 16 monthsX Helmu
’ ;@aniel avidson - 2 months; Richard Fpe

ears - cannot recall lepgth of time of w
%‘surrounding this requestColonel Robert

onnenfeldt - 2 months;

.
o

fin 63-16062-13 /0

Mg 973"

TMEEEF 18 IMAY 22 1973

/. . .
{The individuals upon whoml recalls that were to be the subjects of
wiretaps are ag¥follows together wi ;A;ngth ofdime the wiretap was in
[ '&,
rsen - 2 menths; John Patrick
p nor could he recall circumstances

ursley - 6 fo 8 months; William 3/
Safire - 4 months; Richard“Moose - 4 mopths; Marvin®Kalb - I to 2 monihss
Henry“Brandon - 8 to 12 months ; William™Beecher - 2 to 3 months; James McLain -
1 week, 1 - 5 (P .
S B & |
[ IO - (T
OTJ:winj 21 . 65=TTOF. é Lj’\“)/
(2)0riginal impounded by~ ~ CONTINUED - OVER y O T
wss oo G@OUTE order, ‘Sed Hemo

1o him and advised he had received urgent request from W, C. sullvan that

that some technical
surveillances (wiretaps) would be initiated by WFO on names to be furnished by
not to keep any written records of these

b6
biC

bers
who handled
was advised thal evervyihing of
pe. The individuals monitoring
the wiretaps would subsequently transcribe into a written log only one copy of
which was to be made; and the tapes were subsequently erased, usually during a




Memo for Mr. Walters
Re: Wiretaps on Newspapermen

:ladvised that to the best of his recollection.approximately 12 to
15 such wiretap requests were handled by him.

. in addition furnished a list of names of WFO employees (special
employees and special clerks) whom, to the best of his recollection, he recalled
as having a part in the monitoring concerning the above wiretaps.

stated that none of the individuals on whom wiretaps were placed
were ever the subject of leased line requests to the C&P telephone company

as these wiretaps had all been removed prior to the institution of the leased
line procedure. [stated that his supervisor, i usually
picked up these logs on a daily basis from the WF monitoring station, after

which| would make a Xerox copy of the transcribed logs that would be
furnished that day to Domestic I telligence Division (DID). The urpose for

making the Xerox copy as understood it was to enable lo specifically

answer any requests that might emanate from the logs that have been sent to the
DID concerning individuals mentioned therein, These Xerox copies were usually
destroyed within two to three days after they were made.

|informed[ ] shortly after the initial wiretaps had
been placed info operation that to the best of his knowledge[ |these

and:l then surmised that these wiretaps must have been approved
¥ the then Director Hoover prior to-transmittal to the Attorney General.

wiretai)s had been approved by the then Attorney General, John Mitchell, Both

Supervisor WFO

I advised on 5/8/73 that sometime during the Summer, 1969 (in his
capacily as liaison representative fr ith the C&P telephone company)
he received oral instructions from ' former supervisor of WFO
monitoring installation (now retired) thal cerfain telephonic surveillances
(wiretaps) would from time to time be -Elaced on certain phones in an attempt to

uncover leaks at the White House. when he received oral instructions

~ to initiate these wiretaps , in turn orally requested a C&P repres entafive to effect
‘the requested wiretap. Sometime after July, 1971, officials of telephone company

visited Bureau headquarters and requested that in the future the FBI pay for
leased lines it had in operation or would request in future. Telephone company
legal department also requested at this time that leased line letters requesting
telephone company assistance for placing of wiretaps be used by FBI to request
such assistance rather than orally as was previous method. Jrecalied
sometime in August, 1971, based on new procedures agreed upon by FBI and
telephone company, he began to receive from time to time from| Sealed

_3- " CONTINUED - OVER
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Memo for Mr, Walters
Re: Wiretaps on Newspapermen

leased line letters which requested telephone company to install wiretaps

on telephone numbers and addresses of unnamed individuals, tated

leased line letters do not identify individual by name, could not now b6
specifically recall the names of any individuals on whom these wiretaps were b7C
placed, or if the leased line letters. mentioned above, pertained to wiretaps

relating to White House leaks, would also be advised b orajly to
discontinue wiretaps and upon receipt of these instructions would orally

advise telephone -company contact to dis continue, No wriitén request was made
for discontinuance,

Monitoring Employees of the WFO - Summary of Information Furnished

The foltowing six clerical employees of the WFO who monitored these
wiretaps either entirely or partially during 1969 - 1970 and early 1871 were
as follows: | bé

. } One additional B0
clerk who is now a Special Agent, will be interviewed, He is the only other
employee who conducted monitoring duty on this project,

I employees were instructed by either Supe rvisor| | or
| |. since retired, to handle this project on a very confidential basis,
making only one copy of logs containing information monitored from the wiretaps,
They did no dictation to stenographers, reused the tapes that recorded the
conversations furnishing no tapes to any Bureau supervisors or officials,
They also were instructed not to place their initials on any of the logs, Their
basic instructions were to be alert for and record information which could be
construed as possible lea sensitive information from the White House through
these wiretaps, | iof opinion project instituted by Assistant Director
William Sullivan and resulls of wiretaps furnished to General Haig,
and |on two separate occasions each carried one log to Assistant

Director Sullivan’s office,

The aforementioned employees could recall no information received from
these wiretaps whch they construed as a Jeak of information from the White Heuse
nor did they overhear any information which they considered a breach of national
Security., They were only able to furnish nonspecific information concerning
these wiretaps but also recalled recording conversations of Averell Harriman,
General Alexander Haig, Daniel Ellsberes, and Henry Kissinger, With the
exception of Ellsberg, the maj ority of information discussed by these people
involved the war in Vietham, but even these were only vague recollections,
Ellsherg in late 1969 and early 1970 conversed with Dr, Morton Halperin and
was a house guest of Halperin, No significant data recalled regarding Ellsberg's

conversations. (In connection with the Ellsberg trial, we certified by letter to the

-3- CONTINTIED - OUVER |
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Memo -for Mr, Walters
Re: Wiretaps on Newspapermen

Department 2/13/73 that Ellsberg had never been overheard in nor been the
subject of an electronic (telephone) surveillance, ) President Nixon heard

talking with William Safire in late 1869 or early 1970 regarding a speech

Safire preparing for President on welfare matters, In the interest of clarity and
brevity the discussions overheard regarding the aforementioned prominent persons
recorded on individual FD -302s but are not  set out herein,

HANDLING OF WIRETAP RESULTS, FRIHQ

.. Donald E, Moore, Inspector, #1 Man, Intelligence Division

Moore (who was #2 Man of the then DID during 1969 - 1971) advised he
was generally aware of very Special program supervised by former Assistant
Director William C, Sulivan and Bureau Supervisor i Moore never
was specifically briefed or present at any conference concerning ajleged wiretaps,
He cannot now recall exactly how he learned of wiretap, Moore understood the
durpose of the wiretaps was to determine existence of leaks dealing with _
national security information, Moore had no direct dealing with special program
nor.did he handle any logs or paper work with exception of one occasion, which
occurred in 1970, when Sullivan-and Sizoo (the # Man of DID) were both away
from headquarters. Period of time involved three days., Moore advised
Assistant Director William Sullivan prior to leaving headquarters gave instructions
to Moore that if anything "startling” resulted from program Moore was to call
Miss Gandy immediately and relay information. Under no circumstances was
Moore {o advise Assistant to the Director Cartha D, DeLoach, No instructions
were left concerning dissemination of logs or any other Bureau communication,
Moore advised that severa] logs came to his attention -~ no "startling"
information -- Miss Gandy not contacted, Information came to him in a sealed

envelope and after Moore perused logs, resealed envelope and left them for b6
Mr, Sullivan's attention upon his return, Moore believed Sullivan kept logs b7C
and other correspondence pertainine to snerial program in his locked degk.

Moore recalled that and were

designated by Mr, STITVAT TS lype communications Tesulting Irom special progmam,

former FBI Se cretary,

| former Bureau employee and secretary to Donald E,
Moore assigned to Baltimore), the then
NumbelTWo Man in DID, advised from February or March, 1970, under
circumstances which s not recall, she began taking dictation and typing
letters forl _ | Supervisor, DID, on information from logs
concerning wiretaps, She recalled echdictation included two separate letters,
one directed to the President, Mr, Nixon , and the other to the Attorney General,

A A T s, e . e .




Memo for Mr. Walters
Re: Wiretaps on Newspapermen

Mr, Mitchell, Letters were an original and one yellow copy each, usually

of one page with one » two or three short paragraphs and contained sumna ry

of information from logs, Letters were prefaced with statement, "The

following information was obtained from a reliable and/or sensitive source

and may be of interest to you. " At some later date, exact time unrecalled,

letters which were formend y addressed to Mr, Nixon were then addressed to

Mr, Haldeman in the White House and the other continued to be sent to the

Attorney General » Mr, Mitchell, She could not recal] any significant or dynamic
information in these letters, She considered this function above and beyond her norms
duties and wouldn't have minded it if she felt contenis were exiremely important,
but recalls they appeared {o contain nothing of a stimulating interest, Letters
did not have an abstract and yellow copy was never returned to her for filng,

She recalls filing logs in this program in Mr, Sullivan's safe -type cabinet in '
his office, She remembers that after Mr, Sullivan approved and initialed the

yellow copy the letiers were then hand carried to the Director’s Office, After

Mr, Sullivan moved to the Justice Building about July, 1970, she went with him

2s his personal secretary, Then after she prepared the letters for

she would personally hand carry them to Miss Helen Gandy in the Director's

Office, . '

: | |advised she recalled that in connection with this very special
project She typed two or three authorization requests to the Attorney General, b6
Mr, Mitchell, for technical surveillance and/or microphone surveillance, bic
She described these as being prepared on blue letterhead stationery, an original,

one thin copy and me yellow copy., These were then handied in precisely same
manner as letters heretofore mentioned,

could not specifically recall identity of names mentioned in
the summary letiers, stating she has a poor memory for names but could quite
possibly recall names mentioned in these communicationg if she heard them
mentioned, Several names were furnished to| and she recognized
the names mentioned in Summary letters or sald the names sounded familiar,
Names she idﬁﬁgd as being mentioned in the Summary letters are: Henry E
Brandon, Tony“ake, Dani I Davidson, Winston Lord, Colonel Robert Pursley,

William Beecher, Richarg edersen, Richard Moocse, and Helmut Sonnenfeldt, !
She could not recall thdyfames on the wiretap requests,

She had no first hand knowledge of White House personnel who received 3
information from this program but recalls Gene i the White House
visiting Mr. Sullivan and further recallsl calling Mr, Sullivan

by telephone,

5. CONTINUED - OVER




Memo for Mr, Walters
Re: Wiretaps on Newspapermen

[ |said that about June or July, 1971, she prepared logs for
| | at his request to carry to the DID, She placed them in five large
overnment messenger envelopes and he departed with them, In August, 1971,
after she returned from her vacation she noticed the logs had not been
hen inquiring with Mr, Sullivan as to their location, he replied
i':;nd Mr, Brennan are working on them," She asserted she never
saw these logs again, _ ] ) e

b7C

, Former Secretary, DID

Lr | was Mr. Donald B. Moore's secretary, DID, About
Summeér of 1969 she was personally called in by Mr, Sullivan, who advised her
of 2 sensitive program which she was to take dictation from I;js She
was chosen, according to Sullivan, because of her loyaity and exireme compt ency,
Sullivan impressed her this should be closely guarded. Thereafter she took letters
from former SA that she knew to be from wiretaps. She claims the first
letter was three pages long, tength specifically recalled, but contents not recalled,
Thereafter during the first several months letters were prepared about every day,
Thereafter it tapered off to about one per week, She specifically recalls letter
to White House comprised of one white original and one yellow, Thereafter
approved by Sullivan by initial, then returned to She never saw it
again, She knows it did not go to Reading Room because dictation not up to
Reading Room par and would have been returned: therefore, assumes went
directly to Director’s Office, She cannot reca11|:|dictating from logs.

He sat across from her -- dictated from research materia] which she described
as pink in color like pink teleiype copies, She filed no yellows and filed no iogs,
She did not file anything in Sullivan's lower drawer of two -drawer safe -type
cabinet, Associates names of Morton Halperin, Helmut Sonnenfeldt, and possibly
Marvin Kalb withﬁdictation. These names recalled only after a lengthy list
of names read to her, not from her own recall. She advised Inspector ‘Donald
Moore was unaware of nature and content of her typing for:f be

INVENTORY OF MR, HOOVER'S SAFE AND FILE CABINETS . b7C

Shortly after Mr, Hoover's death, Special Agent |
‘Was assigned to inventory the contents of Mr, Hoover's safe and file cabinets,
Upon interview SAﬂdvised this operation took about three weeks, He
made an inventory Tor each of the drawers, which inventory he placed in front
of each of the drawers on the inside, After doing this, he composed an

alphabetical inventory consisting of about 25 pages (one copy only) which he,
In turn, gave to Mr, Felt,

-6- CONTINUED - OVER




Memo for Mr. Walters
Re: Wiretaps on Newspapermen

In reviewing contents of safes and cabinets SAIZInoticed nothing pertaining
to White House taps of any kind with exception of wiretap information on

Martin Luther King contained in three or four brown sealed envelopes that
formerly belonged to Assistant Director Suilivan, Accordingt Miss
Gandy maintained two 3 x 5 card boxes of index cards on items contained in
these cabinets and safes, These index card boxes were left in Mr, Feit's office,

b6
biC

OCTOBER, 1971, ATTEMPT TO RECONSTRUCT FACTS OF SPECIAL COVERAGE

Following departure of former Assistant to the Director Sullivan when
he retired it was discovered that ajl records he had maintained in his office
concerning special highly sensitive coverage maintained at the request of the
White House were missing, Due to the extremely sensitive nature of these
records Sullivan maintained the only copy of all records concerning this coverage, .
Assistant Director E, S, Miller undertock a project to reconstruct as many

- facts as possible concerning this coverage particularly the identity of the

individuals on whom the coverage was maintained, The results of that inquiry
wer; s/ubstantially the same as to the 16 individuals listed in my memorandum
of 5/7/13,

-

NEW DEVELOPMENT

We have learned just today that a telephonic request was received e
Special Agent James Wagoner, Intelligence Division , from
of the Department, 5/7/73, in regard to the current trial of Daniel Elisberg, bic
et al, That request was for an update certification through the Department
concerning any electronic surveillance coverage of the defendants in that case,
their attorneys, and the consultants for the defendants’ attorney<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>