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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION

COVER SHEET

SUBJECT: U. S. SUPREME COURT JUSTICE
WILLIAM J. BRENNAN, JR.

FILE: 9-48101
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Me_morandum

. : MR. TOLSON | P _ for
h Trotter
‘FRom : C, D CH ALl iNFOh‘.‘fﬁAhU;. CONTAINED :':'. e
: . 0 . alRON 5 UNCLASSIF . olmes e
sugecT: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;

STICE WIL] - VICTIM
EXTORTION

b o
Y-‘;.
3

v/ Justice Abe Fortas called at approximately 1:00 p. m.,
6/ 47’ 68. He stated that Justice Brennan lived near him in Georgetown
and that Justice Brennan had possibly been the victim of an extortion
case. He stated that the Justice had a letter which he wished to turn
over to the FBL. He asked that I personally call Justice Brennan to
discuss this matter. I told him I would do so immediately.

=

Justice Brennan advised that last Sunday his wit @‘&ﬁ“ :

out of the second floor bedroom window and noticed a red tag lying in a
bank of ivy in their front yard, m@@ down to remove the tag and,

Ni upon pulling it, noted that it was'tied to a gun case. She.and Justice
v Brennan opened the gun case and found what the Justice described to be
a Browning 12 gauge shotgun. A®Eastern Airlines baggage tag was
v attached to the gun case, 4

Justice Brennan stated that he

searched the area. ide of the yard. bic
o found one additional 20 gauge shotgun shell. *
recommended that Justice Brennan call the police. He did so and ut
one hour later an officer appeared. Upon taking a look at the shotgun
and shells, the officer called for additional help in the investigation, - iq/ .

gL ek s - T
ES TeRegeg

WL A e

7 7 Justice Brennan stated that o the Seventh
' . Precinct was handling investigation of this matter, alled on him .
¢ 35w->+this morning and indicated that the police have had no uck in escertaining =%

“ who owned the shotgun., Justice Brennan stated that he ‘was most anxious N
that nothing appear in the newspapers concerning this matter,showever, &%

4 ~admittedly, 2 fomale reporter from the Sesgte Press Gallery bad called H1C "
... his office itked his secretary if the oy h

fer of the 8!1!1 had been fpund. -
<g_ 46101 /" |
1 ~GONFRUED.{.;vOVER =..

Pty fogR o LA
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i . * C. D. DeLoach to Mr. Tolson, 6/4/68 - -
: Re: Justice William J. Brennan, Jr.

¥ - . . o x.ASJ‘

Justlce Brennan stated that the primary source of his concern
v lay in the fact that yesterday, 6/3/68, he received a letter addressed to him ,
AY. |at the White House. The White House forwarded this letter to his Supreme -+
Court Chambers. The letter started out, *Tt is.too bad that the shotgun you b

found was not used on you and_

i Justice Brennan stated that this might possibly be an extortion -
violation and that he would appreciate anything the FBI might do to clear this - -
matter up. I told him that we would have an Agent from our Washington Field -~
Office pick up the letter in question and that it would be examined by our .-
Laboratory. I further indicated that an investigation would, of course, have

to be based upon the facts as set forth in the letter. :

Justice Brennan expressed his appreciation and reiterated that .
he was hopeful that no publicity would ensue concerning this matter. I told
him there would be no publicity from the FBI, however, that I of course could
not guarantee this fact from other sources.

; After talking to Justice Brennan, I called SAC Purvis of the
i Washmgton Field Office with instructions that he take care of this matter
immediately.

ACTION:

: That this memorandum be forwarded to the General Investigative
Division for following with the Washington Field Office.

.
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. e ,' - __”E"Eu: UNCLASSIF I l=- Mr. DeLoach - Trotel ——
How .A VATE ”l -Mr Rocen (. HRT—

- 1 - Mr, Bishop
REME COURTJUSI'ICE =1 <Mr, Conrad "~

-VICTIM j.Mr, Sullivan . . 7,/
—1 Mr'l‘roiter» -

Thm is to advise of the current developments concerning the
- discovery of a shotgun in Justice Bremnnan's yard and his subsequent receipt -
of a letter that may be a Federal Extortion violation,

BACKGROUND:

On May 12, 1968, Justice Bremnan's wife found a 20 guage
.. shotgun in the yard of their residence. This discovery was brought to the
attention of

E A search of the yard rev a child's
v et with about twenty-four 12 guage shotgun shells on it. The
3 ‘Q Metropolitan Police Department was notified and they conducted a search

that located several 20 guage shotgun shells, The gun was in a case that

had a tag attached that police believed to be an airline baggage check. Efforts
by the police to establish the identity of the owner of the weapon were futile
and the police impounded the gun as "found property. " b¢

On June 8, 1968, Justice Brennan received a typed letter, -
bearing postmark "Orlando, Florida 5/29/68" and signed%

The first paragraph of the letter recd "It is too bad that the und on
your premises were not used on you and your family;"" The'balance of the

letter sets forth- feeungs about outside tnt_e:te_rence lin the South’s i

\tnstltute immediate, ,

am
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¥ ‘Memorandum to Mr DeLoach o ' S | l
~' RE: . SUBJECT, ALSO KNOWN, (., .

INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED TO DATE:

-Justice Brennan was interviewed on June 4, 1968, by WFO
-. - but could not furnish any reason for the incidents or information of value
to our investigation. He furnished the original letter and requested that
no publicity be given this matter,

The FBI Laboratory determined the typing on the letter
conforms to 2 style of Royal elite and L, C. Smith elite type, but the
typing was not identified in the Anonymous Letter File. Identification
Division developed one unidentified latent print on the letter.

‘WFO has determined the tag on the weapon was not an airline

company tag, but was an Air Express Company of Railway Express Agency,
Incorporated, claim tag.

The gun was not identified in NCIC,

| - PROPOSED INVESTIGATION:

We are conducting intensive investigation to identify il ch 3
at Orlando, Florida, and she will be interviewed concerning her letter to

1D
After the pertinent facts are known, this ma.tter wul be
discussed with the appropriate United States Attorney to determine if a
lprosecutable Extortion violation exists. Justice Brennan will be ]
appropriately advised of the results.

ACTION: NP —
g e g R R S SRR R B R

“This investigation is receiving priority attenuon and you  will
- be kept a.dvised ot the results. : S
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" - TN L il | Y Gandy
OR UFO 9-2060 # o R : '————
’ ASSOCIATE JUSTICE UILLIAH de’ BRENHAN JR, U.S.

oFFice oF oRiqiv - TAmMIA
UPREME COURT- VICTIM. EXTORTION V6 Tp-
eEeReNte Walhimbia Erald obECL
i WFO AIRTEL JUNE FOUR LAST.

IN MAY TWO SEVEN , NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT EDITION OF ORLANDO
"EVENING STAR" DAILY NEWSPAPER APPEARS ARTICLE DATELINED
WASHINGTON PARENTHESIS NANA PARENTHESIS CAPTIONED "FOUNDLING'™""
GUN WORRIES POLICE". ARTICLE RELATES THAT BABY BLANKET BUNDLE
Y Rscsany??ouun NEAR DOQ STEP OF JUSTICE WILLIAM E. BRENAN
:LuQR. "> BUNDLE™ CONTAINED SHOTGUN AND FORTY SIX LOADED SHELLS.
;;1; ;ARIICLE 1s APPROXIMATELY TWELVE PARAGRAPHS AND HAS PHOTO 0
JUSTICE BRENNAN. DESCRIBES HIM AS "LIBERAL" MEMBER OF SUPREME
COURT. IHE‘BRENNANS REPORTEDLY WERE SUFFICIENTLY ALARMED YO
CANCEL.SOCIAL ENGAGEMENTS aﬂlD‘OALLTPOLICE.«GONLY*VISIBLE
CLUES VERE TVO AIRLINE IICKEIS*HHICH-COULD NOT BE TRACED.,

:~é} JUSTICE BRENNAN nLLsesnLv'rusoaxzsn I0 tOLICE su“*'ns_-aor_.*. '\ﬂf{

AND SOMEONE PLANNED J0. REIRIEVE JT 4.“58.'
cand g R R R R e a7

A%
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PAGE TWO

R ' _ PEAR ‘
]. IT 1S NOTED"pATE OF LETTER IS MAY TWO EIGHT AND APAG

S ~ | WRITER HAD OBSERVED ABOVE ARTICLE.
viess Advited T9 cuvtRORY B4 BGufean
4#€8 BY NOON JUNE SEVEN, TAMPA WILL INTERVIEW
U3 A ttuRv ey
_ THERAFTER MATTER WILL BE PRESENTED TO BSA TAMPA.
i ; END R b~
& c
N ! LI he oo o a-s o ~
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. Tavel
&~ l - Mre DeLoaCh ; ;:le'.e;ioom.—
: A. R _ X Holmes
UWKNOWN SUBJECT ., ALSO

Gandy

KNOWN &S \O/p/ Bishop
ASSOCIATE SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 1 - Mr, Conrad
WILLIAM J®PBRENNAN, JR. - VICTIM ] - Mr. Sullivan
. EXTORTION g 1l - Mr, Trotter ‘

g:
b
¥

This is to advise that in connection with a possible

threatening communication receive ociate Supreme Coyrt
Justi rennan on 6/3/68, one .
and the U. S. Attorney Tampa has adeclined

prosecution in this case as the threats do not fall within
the purview of the Federal Extortion Statute. '

DETAILS 3 - vIC La1b- - .

b’\U - On 5/12/63, Justice Brennan's wiie ciscovered a
shotgun in the yard of their Georgetown réSicence. & search
©of the yard by local authorities revealed 24, 12 gauge
- shotgun shells and several 20 gauge shotgun shells. Efforts
to determine the owner of the weapon have been unsuccessful. vt

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED -

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIE

On 6/3/68, Justice Brennan received a letter bea ng
an Orlanco, Florida postmark. The letter was signedmA /)(',
and states "It is too bad that the guns found o r b
es were not used on you and your family.®* The letter
".sets forth the writers opinions about outside interference
: in the South's handling of racial matters. It is noted that
g an Orlando ddily newspaper on 5/27/63, carried a story con-
: cerning the discovery of the shotgun in Justice Brennan'

s
o yard. Feetemooo b ’ '

. Lo : - %‘\57\—-— L)lg/p/' 17Z

K Justice Brenpan €id not"Know -of any reason for ./ - -
the incident concerning the shotgyn nor the receipt of th '

“let him, Ouf Tagoa O interviewed
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emorandum to ir. DeLoach
Ro: UnlKHOWN SUBJSCT, ALSO KHOH

55 — |7) C

The contents of -the letter have been discussed with
the U, S. Attorney, Tampa, who advised that the letter does
not consitiute a threat within the purview of the Federal
Extortion Statute and declined prosecution. No further active
investigation therefore is being conducted.

ACTTON:

Justice Brennan is being advised by the Crime
Records Division of the Gevelopments in this case and the
U. S. &ttorney's opinion. :




g T : o RECRT o "__,,_ff';;LL_g!«oRNﬁAnon CONTAINED v
S T T <= WEREIN 1S UNCUSSIIED
LR DIVISIU.«

INV GA
The attached concerns +he case -
involving the discovery bygbuprene .
Court Associate Justice ¥William Je
j Brennan, dr., of & shotgun in his
Georgetown residence yard and the
subsequent receipt by bim of a letter
asiled from Orlando, Florida, indicatirg
that he should have been shot with the

We are conducting 4{nvestigation
under the Federal Extortion Statute,
Justice Brennan has beend intervieved
and had no pertinent 4nformation of
why the gun Was jeft 4ip his yard or S
why the ‘communication’ was gent to him,
The letter was type written and contxins
one latent p% print. We are attempt—

LA TR

)

L)

h

FRE ing to trace
T’w:a adyiped

~
e
4

to Brennan. as signed & h’,

j apa W Perview thif

jndividusl today and present facts to
the appropri.ate v.8. Attorney for &

osecutive decision, Justice Brenna™.
b7¢-

‘vni.ll be advisgg r{ results
| w1

. e
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( i’ype in plomtezl or code)
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STICE uu.uuah PRENNAN, JR., .
"United States Supreme Court - VICTIM .
EXTORTION

3 IR - - _-—— ALL {NFORMATION CONTAINED -~ -

°° Tampa- <+ yrpeiN S UNCLASSIELE
S oArELef#QQ_.BY_.
Re Washington Field airtel to Bureau, 6/5/68. N

Enclosed to Tampa are nine copies of an FD-302
concerning the following. -

P b7&

b?¢ . b7D...

| P is in lawful custody of: the pertinent b
- record, an 6 the proper person to whom a subpoena duces ~-:.
© tecum should be directed for 1ts production in court. b7c, b‘)b

: washington l':leld Ofﬁoe ’ at Waghing
;zvul, starting with xhe Tecords of
ST ;-——N—h—- < "'é"’f.-"‘-‘-";' b? D:.-—:.-.
= Bureau 7 ®A- 0 Al I
2 = Tampa (Encls. @) . o-diitnS
12 Ziajashington Fisld (9-2060) -
1 -

L. c ‘;;%‘SW o

g , Apprmg : -Sent

Al . Special Agent in Charqe
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§1 o = e e e A'_A LABORATORY o .' L o -

T T mml BUREAU OF mv:sncmou o
G el WASHINGTON, D. €. 20535 o

bo JOhn ,o m s
To:Chief ©of Police . -
Netropolitan Police Dop-rtlu
'I.hh‘ton. Do C. 80001

= ntontm: _

’"J‘uni 1. 1088”7

P _‘-.,._-_»~4.. by N
This ezamination hu been made with the und ncnd.l.uq thd tho ovldoneo 1o eonuoetod ‘with an omcid SR

iavestigation of & eriminal ncuot na nm tho L.abo cry t.por! will be used for offictal purposes oaly, related

‘'~ to the tavestigation or & h “ncuoa emot bo qrntod tor &o use of c.ho e

Laboratory report in nection vnh a civil pn lnq . - e
;  WILLIAM s JRey
’oemwm' Dire
-YOUR NO

" ne:ABBOCIATE JUSTICE,
UNITED STATES SUPREME eam';

_POSSTBLE KXTORTION N iriewe. rc-nsos
, " "LAB.NO.’
Addressee ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

xamination requested by:
HEREIN IS, UNCLASSI
e S

Reference:
Microscopic = Fingerprint -

| Pemx;uli ﬁniii i e/5/68, by -

70
80-gauge Browning shotgun, Serial ln-bor 9227728, vtth cas

Five 80-gauge shotgun shells

One 13-guuge shotgun shell  RiC- 91 6/ ] / / / ’t
Twenty-five 12-ghuge Magnum otm mn-

umn- of .ndnutloht"“‘ .;:;,;5;; % ,_&, A9 JUN 12"

' apoehn Q7.As'a white eotton bhnket u
- 4 clown and animal designs printed thereon, ¥o labels,
e visible or dnvisidble lsundry or &ry clesners markings wore \
found on Q7. The specimen exhibits characteristics of
o pumerous washings. Several burn holes were noted 4n Q‘l lnt N

have the general BPPOATANCS of cumtto burns.s

‘/J‘ : S w@*—afu"‘ .wm_. RN .v-‘\ =
A slnglo red head hatr, 9 8/8" 4n length, and .

a single medium brown head hair, 'li" 4o length, as 'en ar

!‘ .2 -"¥ashington neld offdce . o plise i,
b
2

V%\% s

rerype unit L




1 e P

| ot Cnlmun ‘6rigin were foand 8 QT, A Fow ‘Traguents H =
tmumulnotlomuuiunm also found on Q7.
.- These hairs and hair fragnants have been mounted on zlm
, ml _

S AT m vtu In ma'o! ‘the mtt- at PL AR
; <¢£ngcm1nt tnntutuo o! mc.hon- QS thmzh Q‘ bya -
) pnrato l'oport : 3

!ho ufomtun oonécrnng tl“u od.z d ;
3 ::.u':; tmhhod m by tlu qunnoa n-u u

. The submitted evidence is being tonponrny
retained 4in the Laboratory until called !or by s
E nmnntatln of yeur dopu-tnnt. T <
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-FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ~ - LATENT
- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ~

File # ?" 7(7/ 4 / -
. SE—TNVOLVENG Lab. # PC-A6806 . ,
' ‘ “Tr The EXPEDITE

C i

? i - . - : 0, -2 -Laboratory Work Sheet

Mr, John B, Layton (CID FILE 72000)
Chief of Police (Let. 6/5/68)
Examination requested by: Metro., Police Dept.
-Washington, D.-C., -20001
Examination requested: . . Date received: 6/5/68 perde

Micro. (Fibers)- T—'m%srpnn‘}‘

Result of Examination: Exdmination by:

L7¢

Attn:
1Y%

Criminal Investigation Division

Per. del. on 6/5/68 by— —

CC TO: 2 - WFO \) \’ ¢
”FS—;;-e’chens submitted for examination

Q3 20-gauge Browning semsdiext@mgsic shotgun, Serial
Number 8K 9227728, with case

Q4 Five 20-gauge shotgun shells

Q5 One l2-gauge shotgun shell

Q6 Twenty-five lZ-gauge Magnum shotgun shells

Q7 dadsi=giepsa Blanket

2-C 4o LFPS At it B LR,
ﬁé P A‘ff;‘/‘f‘ e

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS _UNCLAS
- -onTE_LgI5JA0 8 |

[TV
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TF7 8y £G." STAWS, MO LABELS, SEVERAL

BukrT petFs. JO YISIBLE oR TwyistiLE

LAurrPRY 0k CLEANERS MARKINES,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

e e HEREIN-I5- 5 ‘
om_{q. vie .
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GO\,’: “NMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF C 'A?"UMBIA

e e —'-‘--'-—-'-—M,ETROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT ..« ... . (/&

- Feoderal Bursau of Iancuptiou _
8L Department of Justies ..ol S FRHCNy
‘< Washington, D.C. - . Re: rTena volvlng Juluoo

- £ 27 mwuh'
. g oo.' m J _

- " Ve are ntnitting herwith tho follo\d.ng urti.olea tor N
-examination and m];us enumerated below, . S . ﬁ;‘;‘ﬂ o
T
Item #1 'Brouning. 020 gmaze semi-automatie shotgnn. serial §9z ‘-“
27728 in a black vinyl gi-per type carrying ocase, J
Item #2 Five (5) #20 gauge shotgun shells, ta ..
Item #3 One (1) #12 gauge shotgun shell. W, ge
Item #4 Twenty five 85) #12 gauge magoum ahotm shells p "

Item #5 . & pedium size multi-color bhnkct.

We respeottuny reqnest that Item #1 be euuined for latent
ﬁngerprints upon the interior parts, including the case. .
_ - We respectfully request that item #1 be checked hck to 1t'
‘mum.facturer and it's subsequent itinerary to the retall sale. .

‘ Ve respsotfully request that items #2,#3 and #4 be mmined

for the presence of latent fingerprints,

We respsctfully request that item #5 be examined for toreign
‘fibers and a sample of the fibers somposing i.tu 05 be taken for future
couparhonn..‘_
Your cooperation in this ntw will be greatly approchtod. L
Your attertion 4s directed to the faot that Special Agent - .~ °~

mr the Washington Field Offite is investigating another G
.. @0 ¢ this occurrencs. - SR o L

:
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Washington, D. C. 20537 =

By T REPORT T

of!he o — ——-

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 'A T

S, N . _.........._...-,..._..-._ : t__

P ““-‘ _YOUR FILE NO. ? ,/ ’
- , . - ‘: K
o ... " FBIFILE NO. 9" 4 ) _

o Jm xo. ma A
LATENT CASE NO. = _ T o :,

CUET eme :

uc, WPO - "'"""'r"' J"Lﬂﬂl’tuwmnou commm _-,‘:'.}?Z LefnEEET

) e az ~HEREIN:IS. NCLAS :It"f;‘;f. w mn

RE: ) i \6\0 .

. ‘&s @
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE WILLIAM J. BRENNAN, JR. S
UNITED BTATRB SUPREME COURT YICTIH i

REFERENCE:

" examinaTion Requelvitel 8/4/88
SPECIMENS: wWro
Ql, eavelope
Qz, accompanying lotter

-

One lakent palm print of value for fdentification pur-
~ poses was developed on Q3. No latent impressions of valno
were developed on Q1.

Laborat ory furnishing oeparataupoxtzivtnznmlt
umwmwdmm?i;
vt :

'.'": Do : - ::.:‘.'~.'_ R -REC- 32 -
; e 'l‘unpt Lo T
};}x ,.:r i MAILED & oo f 7 - -—« L R

| -sun1 01968

R Lo o o :xm.—‘»h—-v . . .
2 J. . vad
-

o2 JUN 12 1988
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f- - e .- - . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ETE L '
J ‘ / ‘ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
T Recorded 6-5-68 8:35 a.m, Received 6-5-68
Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: !ssoc. Justice William J. Bremnen, Jr., File

. #
United States Supreme court - Yic Lab. ’/
United 8t P tim, Lab. # Jf( /L

: “LC# 176
- €00:TP) A DS
: "WF0 airtel 6/4/68
‘Examination requested by: N L .
) Doc /£ Fpt o 6/4
Examination requested: Date received:

Result of Examination: - ' Exumi.nation b

\)"(/ éqﬂ'&u, r-nalu chfuyoe 7"L/ VENY
:" -
AT

—_— ltthrne it dan e S
e - e f\ |
2a ¢ /44»/&. .

. fﬂ‘z‘zfdp" ‘
O R t1 :rc t 1111(1? l;iam"mn' Ir.
as gton .* postmarked Orland Fl
AX May 29, 1968 ’ pe ot b‘\

Q 2 Enclosed one page typewritten letter signed “

%Z W ﬁccv-—v ~ne L oo &

v Rz 7%’7407"

{.;;;~ AT
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: . v | copy of envelope postmarked 5/29/68, at Orlando, Florida,

‘addressed to Justice WILLIAM E. BRENRAN, Jr., White House,
"Also enclosed are the original and one copy

- : '.mm '.c.

. | of a one-page typewritten letter dated 5/28/68, addressed to
L Justice WILLIAM E. BRENNAN, Jr., White House, Washingtom, PCey  —
o ~lignod— and bcar!.m 'y retum addnu of Winter Park.
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"'f"‘. A ghg .bv.-éucr!bd Yetter and envclqn wers rmlvd

Sy Jmuu BEENNAN on £/3/68,-via the White House, Hashington, -
" DL On 6/4/68, Justice BRRNAN intervieved and edvised the =
_letter obviocusly refers ts & .20 gauge Browning lhotgm’lu-
.coversd en the lawn of his residence at Washingten, D.C.; ®on .
«.,SIIZISO.'"W m stated thth bauu m--uctt ;

B S L Ty
The *’:c-xrw —-Uﬁ-"fu

TPiscovery & e
m'a residence en S/l!l“. was bandled hy the !htnpouun
.. Police Department, Washington, D.C., as lest preperty eass. io;
dumzm of ufonnttcn e -hotgm bl -GC'it vuhtngun
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,,“ R

tor thn lnfomuen of !'-pa. iutnnt -nttcr Md
hmnghtuthcmmlattmtlmofthw-nﬂhndw
with the utmost dispatch.

.. . Detalls ve. discovery of ;hotgun cnd lntuvlev utth
Justlec BRENRAN to fonov h Ll!(

_—— nmormm

5 T
D 'l'hc m ubontory is nquutod to oureh the abovn- e
ducrlbed letter and envelope through the anonymous letter file.
-. - . The Laboratory is further requested to process the letter and : -
“. . ‘envelope fer latent fingerprints and preserve any latents - = .
. dmlopod fcr eonparuon vtth futur‘ -nhiulom 1n this case, . )

AT WINTER PARK, FLORIDA. wm
and limited inqutty to ideatify and locnte mbjcct.
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ASSOCIATE JUSTICE VIL'LIAM J@RENNAN

_"United States Supreme Court - 'VICI‘IM

B EZI.'ORTION . = L -
(oo TP) - R - -

~of reairtel and two cOpies each of the I.HM

‘conducted by sA

2 - §t. Louis (h'lcs.
2 = ‘Tampa (Encs. 2)

. yo-
'.i S0
e N

e .

‘ReWFOairtel to the Bureau dated 6/4/ 68.

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and four
copies of an LHM re captioned subject. Enclosed for the investi-
gative assistance of Tampa are two copies of the 1HM. Enclosed
for the assistance of Knoxville and St. Louis are. ‘two copies each

Invest:lget:lon reflected in the enclosed I.HM was V

‘7/#8/0/

For the information of Tampa and Knoxville and
St. Louis, Associate Justice BRENNAN has requested that no
publicity be given this 1& t. No dissemination of informa-
. t

on is to b{g‘ YL matter withwt.nu:ew‘p‘ proval.
- Bureau X 1;;._:._;': S
- Knoxville (Encs. -4) - { ‘{S’ 3 . =

"1 - WFO

e ¢

Special Agent in Charge
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'UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICEJ G

B X A

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

_.-Washington, D.C.. 20535 o
June 5, 1968 o
S ren LA INFORMAHON conmuw— it
o UNC!J\SSIHE& e .

© ST -ASSOCIATE JUSTICE WILLIAM J. BRENNAN, Jr.
S = ‘{Jnited Statea Supreme mert-VIC‘rIM -.a-:. _
_ ° EXTORTION =~ &' '

7.t on June 4, 1968, -Assoctate Justice William J.-
Brennan, Jr., United States Supreme Court, Washington, D.C..
vas 1nterv1ewed and advised the following._ ,

' On Sunday morning, May 12, 1968, his wife, vhile A
looking from a second-floor window, saw what appeared to be a ' -
o . red tag in the ivy alongside their residence sidewalk at
3 3037 Dumbarton Avenue, Washington, D.C., ‘Mrs. Bremnan investi- .

: gated and discovered the tag was apparently an Eastern Airlines
tag and was attached to a black vinyl case that contained a
Browning automatic shotgun.

Upon location of the shotgun, Mrs. Brennan brought
‘the matter to the attention of her husband, and Justice Brennan
notified

told Justice Brennan that he had found a .2 gauge'shotgu.n shell

in his yard that morning. “b7C
‘ " A search of the Brennan aanreniees”“ o :_
. ,.resulted in the discovery of a light blue children's blanket -: :-*:

. . i covered by fairyland figures containing approximately 24 .12
«-gauge magnmum shotgun :shells.  The blanket vas located ona .
- picket fenee in Justice Brennan's yard : s

n; L.

T - e

.farrived shortly thereafter Aand conducted a thorough wsearch o
the Brennan and yards that results in the location of

. o sii Ii seven .20 gauge shotgun zhells 1n the 'fyard -of
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‘ !aook over thg i‘rhitetfschool _buildings.
Bl g b
‘%e

. Now: down

W #chools vh!.&“hif :
851 Lhildren meﬁ ‘to en?n}gggz e
chools and éould have_ 22

A "“A negro 1 &m Bure vould really like 4tibest o 2

%% to have ‘their schools.:: On"school’ grmmaa thildren:ﬁ?f
> ~\'111 ‘have ﬁttle ’fracases. .-‘Hell\hen two vhite boys
rgiz;ls have. sope’ trouble“it is: m!: .made -a tig SE
dssue, “but’ let a white persoh. -and ‘a ‘tiegro _have ‘some ¥
: -'tx'ouble -and a big stink is made. i The white boy -
ki - ¢ -=~isgenerally gets the worst of the trouble, - My ma3d -«
: . vhich I had 8 years told me recently that she wished
: S things were back like they were before all this civil
: ,rights Jtuff .:;ook l.wer..,---.—r,-.—T .__..,...,..,.;.,

.9':_-1.7 . ‘.

: --,‘..:i. 'You take Martln Luther King ‘was saying he was o ";
vfor non-viclence but he was nothing‘but a 11ar, for
- theveryvhere he went hé caused riots and troyble, He-

;" . was_ told to xtay out..of Memphis but no -he paid. no Til
-heed and on TV 1t showed him vith a group of people
_and when he got them all Tiled up and he could mot. ;,
" handle them Ke’ jumped in a car and 1like a coward he
: ---'got away.: Any man who was arrested as many tlmes“as
he was for lawlessness also his co-workex . Abernathy.f
they shQuld be ;mt_in prison for .life oI ’l(in,g taught

:e,hati'
R, m‘tallih% 1

‘ xhemhe yuc batied 33

ir
ph. ‘which ‘stated thaét::er “B5% 0

% i 3 ::.rf'
e .-.gezroes.‘,lived.luﬂioutes ‘4neluding &lifomu

-and across the South and up the East Coast. Now if
~these states had:nct fed :clothed, ;give sthem 1 Jobs .and

medical ald *they arould ot ‘;have multiﬁlied A8 'they
~have,” S ,
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. »;g._p;,.ggy*‘\l-

— . received no similar communication _previously and knows no one

L AL el T id ,.(.fchm- g a -

lda._,'so' many. of :the :peﬂplel

e : a: A1 thely Fitchens fy
R bhem woien:1ikes o have a ﬂ_-:’ help th’e'in u‘ith
2 e thelf houseworkiz:My malds’ nsed to s
5. talnromen inithe nelghborhood
t’ieﬁdlng them‘ias. w'fh_ __-tb A:

Any help, ?Iou ‘-’ttkg ‘King
Mfe ip *sayin,g’that Jxe only 1eft‘
% and o Vi1l 2 RWith all. 1hé money .t t has heen.given
- him € expect-1f the truth s ‘known* he 1s8’a million- -
f‘ lus.’ He made mo will ‘forihe does not want a
robated and "

Justice Brown stated that to his knowledge he has

l&é

o 1dentifiab1e vith the writer of the letter. -~

ciate Justice Brennang a viaed that approximately
- Or' May 16, .1968,a fena‘le who''repfe

Jhad 53, information on ;hé" .
she would call back at a -

Just:ice  -William JMBrennan .
Washi : 2C>
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P Pstated that the shotgun, a
o L S iene o Brownlng--- 20 .gauge aemi-autcmatie,.,bearing Serial Number.,..-
: * "_922772& was 'discovered ‘by Mrs. Brennan. and ‘at i e:of

Ty shells ha previously been 1ocated by- Justice Brennan
Sy apped .in a multi-colored bhn‘ket ~which was'’;
SR e found_on Just ce Brennan',s prmises,_ Y b}f' J__ R

S owe \ - r -\___ SR -- ';5'.‘

BN stated that the . ahotgun had been ..
handled by ‘Justice Brennan andmand had been wi.ped .
clean by one of them to preven e weapon from rusting. vIC

= e R ,q:tated that .the .shor.gun, case, shells and . __
'blanket were furnished to the Metropolitan Police Department o

; '.by Justice Brennan and that the items are presently in the — .
. =% custody of the Hetropolitan Police" Depart:nent‘property cler 7
R at police headquarters, Hashington, D.C.. b7 b

, ' police precincts regarding the po b 'aﬂYOﬂe '
2 . concerning the Joss.of ithe aeapon;%ﬂd‘d“d g
o that; to ¢ date no inquiry hes been received conce ing veepon.

_._. -.:»,\/ \:..,..,.',.,; Ty a.,‘ o b A%Q, ;.;_:;.2 el K
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ASSOZIATE JUSTICE viLl1an .@m:uuau JR. ;-

US SUPREME counu ~VICTIM EXTORTION 00:TP
RE TP TEL TO BUREAU SIX --szx-szxryzisnﬁr.
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F. BOARDMAN, TAMPA ADVISED WOULD DECLINE PROSECUTION AS Lsrn:j;
NOT CONSTITUTE EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED THREAT AND THEREFORE NOT
WITHIN PERVIEW OF EXTORTION STATURIE.

BY TAMPA UACB. b1 bV : )
| - of '7 .
END 78/ |
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ASSOCIATE JUSTICE WILLIAM J, BRENNA R M ooty SRR I
UNITED smrw_mr SVICTIM - S
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'(00: TAMPA)

‘Be WFO airtel to Bureau 6/5/68. e E

U @ '°0101 g-4%/e(=/0. |

. 12 = Tampa e
‘ 4 . Bt. Louis
e moxvi.lle '-"(9-1037)
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- #FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ~ =~
——— . - PN N . - . . e e —e eme L PR — - -
REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIéD 7
-+ TAMPA WFO 6-13-68 |6-4-68 - 6-7-68
TITLE OF CASECD . REPORT MADE BY - 14PED B
b iy - | -
ASSOCIAT TICE, CHARACTER OF CASE
WILLIAM J.-BRENNAN, JR.,
UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT -~ { EXTORTION L )
VICTIM ' ALL IR URGIATION CONTALNED . C
’ HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED
- DAT

REF ERENCES:

\0'\(/ WFO airtel to Bureau dated 6-4-68. ’
Bureau telephone call to Tampa, 6-5-68.
" WFO airtel to Bureau dated 6-5-68. .
Tampa teletype to Bureau dated 6-6-68. .
Tampa airtel to Bureau dated 6-13-68. Y7 L
- RUOC =~
ADMINISTRATIVE:
One copy of this report is being furnished
Knoxville and St. Louis Divs. in view of investigation
pending in those divisions,. :
: h 1 stigation conducted at Washington was by
= ACC S QLAl bj(/
MED NONE
convicTavto.] rue. puo Tavimes p—— “':I'QATST. CASE HAS BEEN:
» PENDING OVER oNg YEAR [Jves [Ino
) PENDING PROSECU TION
A t OVER SIX MONTHS Cves [Jno
APPROVED \ ) T DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
COPIES MADE: - ) . .
- Bureau . - - 48/0{

. 1= USA, Tamp: 3
2 2 - WRO 8-2060) _
"1 - Knoxville

. Disseminction Record of Attached Report
.Agency . BT C s,
Request Recd. ‘
. Date Fwd. G !) d
i, How Fwd. r '
a o ® | ’
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-1111 ‘upon wletion =of requested
investigation advise the Bureau by LHM suitable
~ for disseminat:lon as -the Bureau nay wish -to R
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ASSOCIATE JUSTICE,
WILLIAM J. BBENNAN JR.,
UNITED STATES SUPREHB COUBT VICTIM

CGhrocten  EXTORTION

Symopsls: o 5-12-68 Associate Justice, WILLIAM J, BRENNAN, JR.,
U.S. Supreme Court recovered a .20 gauge Browning
automatic shotgun from his yard at residence in
¥Washington, D.C. Metropolitan PD, Washington, D.C.

notified. On 6-3-68 Justice BRENNAN received a

letter postmarked Orlando, Fla. and dated 5-28-68

addressed to Justice WILLIAM E. B N, JR., Whitehouse,

Washington, D.C. s ed and bearing a

return address of The first paragraph

of this letter advised as follows: "It is too bad that

the guns found on your premises were not used on you

and your family." The Orlando Evening Star newspaper

on 5-27-68 published article date-lined Washington
(NANA) relating to the finding of the .20 gauge
shotgun by Justice WILLIAM E. BREN

: ARDMAN, Tampa advised he would decline
'prosecution in this matter as the letter did not - .
constitute an expressed or implied threat and therefore

not within the purviev of the extortion statute.

e E L
R e ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEL -

2 This investigation 'aslpredicated on receip

A “of ';infomtion “from the Washington Field Office @elati
“to a letter received by Associate Justice 'WILLIAM J.°

BRENNAN, JR., United States Supreme Court ”> ™%~

":5"-':-»'-1',:"' '“‘a&%miw‘mu wsw?‘%-*v S iwv-%‘ - :;: .W? "ié?:"*,#»é‘ APAES §

Thh document contatns neither ncomndoum noe eenehulcnc o! the FBI. "It s the ptopom ol thc PB! cnd ” locn.ﬂ ‘°
. your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 55

%« v.s. SOVERNMENT PRINTING OPFICE: 1967-0-279-878

Iy - . -
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. ASSOCIATE JUSTICE WILLILM J. BR...I\ , Jr., o N
United States Supreme Court-VICT I‘I

ELTORTION

, On June 4, 1908 Aseociate Just*ce William J. .
Brennan, Jr., Uﬁited S,_ates Suprene Court, Washington, D.C. ’
vas interviewed and advised the follo-nno.

On Smﬂay xrornm y May 12, 1968, hiswif‘ef while
looking fr.,m a second-floor undo.., saw what appeared to be a
alongside their residence sidewalk at
lfashingtonjZDSC. @Mrs: Breringh investi-
the t=; was apparently an Eastern Airlines
2 black vinyl case that contained a

tag and was atte "
Brovning autc-=t:‘.c shot'-mn.

s;,
N
ct
(o]

iele

Upon loca..ion of thes shotgur n, Mrs, Brenna‘l brouvght

the matter to the attention of ‘hHér Ko :stand, and Justice Zrennen
netified

ice Bremnzan that uné a .20 gauge shotgzun S
in nis yard that n morning. . vIC
: - . A search of ths 3ramman and *premises
resulted in the discowe=r of 2 light blus.children's blanket
covered by fairyians < 3 o2 ;...c.*r.m; approxizmately 24 12
g2u5e ragmm shotzun shzlls, Tha .zl -1<e: 73S located on a A
- plcx"t fe..c.. -in 'J".Sitice Ezra-:";s.n's yard o ‘.91C o : C e

= '.l'he Se-:e::-;- ?r;*i:‘:t, e..v-o,alu.an Polica Dopart-mnt
7 iﬁi.-r%&asalnéuon, D Ciymve T

_ E‘éie td sseveral ‘polica
warrivad s“xo ly ther

: SEficers”
2xr and confuetad a tro*‘OLgn Search.of s N
rzrS3sthat resultsidn He?aoca"lo'x F?

" -09
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" The shotcmn, ‘vinyl case, shells and blanket were -
'furnished to the Metropolitan Police Department for safe- L
keepinc arnd possible return to the ,owner. - o : .

_ Justice Brennan advised that he requested that no
publicity be given the incident and that to his knowledge
the volice did not disses 1na..e the information to any news

- agency. .

Justice Brennan further advised that on June 3, : '
1968, he received a one-page typewr;.ttcn letter dated Nay 28,
1968, ad2ressed to Justice William E. Brennan, Jf., White
House, Washington, D.C., sioned GG =nc bearin a
retura eddrass of Justice Brennan
. stated that the envelope containing the letter was postmarked

Ma/ 29, 1968, at madeﬁfm b"[('/
to Justiee Brennzn by the

The letter was Fc:".:=‘de'3
nd was handled by hi:::s 1f and

White Housa2, Washingzton C., a : 1and ' e '
w ve I

Justice Brennzn furnished the atove-descrited letter
and envelopa to a Specizl ;--se“t of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation for exaainz tion. Th2 istter re;ds as follows:

\ “"Dear Sir: ] ' ' - . -
"It §{s too btal that thz tuns found on your
premises were not tsad on you and your family.

"Winy you pescsiz v ia Washirgton will not let
-the South alons znd let cur states sattle Z':::'.r
school =mattars, . Ghan Ty chiidren came 2long ey
went to, :‘:: s i n their nhomes -ﬁlare
. a See wd ,. b

o their ﬁsc}%als 5




