Stanley Levison ’ SENCET

- Fannie Lou Hamer has been active in
the Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party.
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Attached pertains to further
influence by Stanley levison in civil
rights activities. Levison is a white
man, a principal advisor to the late
Martin Luther King, Jr., vho has the same
position with King's widov and is in
charge of fund-raising for King's organi-
zation, the Southern Christ
Conference

He has apparently nov very
successfully directed his fund-raising
abilities to assist the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party, a civil rights
group organized in 1964, which unsuccess-
fully challenged the regular Democratic
Party in Mississippl at the 1964 and 1968
Democratic Party Conventions, as not
representing blacks in Mississippi.

Attached disseminated to Inter-
Division Information Unit, the Internal
Security Division and the Civil Rights
Division of the Department, the Army, the
Alr Force and Secret Service. :
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2/14/63

On 2/14/63, the source furnished information thst
STANLEY LEVISON had made plans to depart the United States for
Quayaquil, Ecuador on 3/10/65. The source furnished the
dates and method of LEVISON's travel plans.

ldi ..-im.‘ ..m .L-Ill

This information was furnished the Bureau by letter and
LHAM gated 2/28/63, captioned "STANLEY DAVID LEVISON, RM,
TS M -

AT .

—— — - e

2/25/63

Oon 2/25/69, STANLEY LEVISON srranged with JOE FILNER
to have the Frida Foundation match s $75,000 gift from the
Fi2)d Poundation to the SCLC. This was necessary, according
to LEVISON, because the Field Foundation would not approve
a matching grant from the SCILC. LEVISON said the SCIC would
reimburse the Frida if it contributed this money.

FILNER tcld LEVISON he could proceed on his own on
such matters, .

This information was furnished the Bureau by airtel
and LHM dated 2/27/69, and captioned "COMINFIL SCLC, 1S-C".

3/25/69

On 3/25/69, AURBREY YOUNG, the SCLC Executive Vice-
President, and STANLEY LEVISON discussed the possibility of
an 8CLC dboycott of the 1970 automobiles. YOUNG said he has
been considering & boycott of 1970 cars by all blacks and
believes they should de able to get the peace groups to join
this action. YOUNG maintained that such a boycott would unite
blacks and the white peace groups. He planned to announce
this dboycott in June, 1963.
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LEVISON csutioned YOUNG to keep in mind the
fact that Negro income has increased and YOUNG said he would
G0 nothing until he discussed it with LEVISON.

This information was furnished to the Bureau by
sirtel and LHM dated 4/1/69, captioned “COMINFIL SCLC - 1S-C".

2A/69

on 4/1/69, CORETTA KINKG and STANLEY LEVISON held
& discussion on her press conference the previous day, the
possibility of suit belng instituted on CORETTA's hehalf
agsinst JAMES EARL RAY, and the question of whether RAY
was the lone assassin of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

During the discussion on theassassination of KING,
CORETTA told LEVISON that she had told CHAUNCEY (ESKRIDGE,
SCLC legal advisor in Chicago) that she does not trust
HOOVER or the FBI. &8he claimed the FBI had been following
KING around the south for years and "know everything".

CORETTA mentioned letters she has been recelving
and sald one warned against trying to have January 15,
named a national holiday in memory of N.RTIN LUTHER KING
because information possessed on KING will be exposed.

This information was furnished to the Bureau by
airtel dated 4/1/69, captioned "COMINFIL SCLC, IS-C".

4 /18/69
Pl ot B’

on 4/18/69, STARLEY LEVISON stated he has been
working with CORETTA KING on her forthcoming book because
it ‘hag tb be completed by 4/19/69, or have the pudblication
date pushed back to 1970. He said that because of this
urgency he was sble to get some things into the book that
the publicsher wanted to keep out. He said these were things
such a8 the Vietnam war and the fact that MARTIN LUTHER KING
did not have a one-dimensional negative attitude toward .i
black militants and black nationalists. o
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This information was furnished toc the Bureau by
;1rtﬁ1 and LHM dated 4/22/63, and captioned "COMINFIL SCLC,
S-c -

h/722/63
on 4/22/69, STANLEY LEVISON and a person believed
to be MOE FONER of Local 1139, Drug and Hospital Workers
Union, NYC, discussed the hospital workers strike in
Charleston, South Carolina. FONER mentioned that there was
------ to be a meeting of high school students on 4/23/69, which ———---
ANDREW YOUNG, SCLC official would attend, and that on
4/24/63, a rally would be held with YOUNG and Mrs. RALPH
ABERNATHY. FPONER said that the President of the SCLC, RALPH
ABERNATHY, would attend a rally and mass march on Friday

morning, 4/25/63.

LEVISON gave his opinion that the strike could be
a history making one if the people keep with it. He advised
spacing the press interviews, giving ott a little news each
day.

NY 100-111180

This information was furnished to the Bureau and
Columbia by airtel and LHM dated 4/23/63, and captioned
"COMINFIL, SCLC - 18-C".

5/2/69

On 5/2/69, ANDREW YOUNG, SCLC official, discussed
the Charleston, South Carolina hospital workers strike with
STANLEY LEVISON. Y¥YOUNG mentioned that there have been per-
sonality conflicts but that assignments had been given out for
the remainder of the week. He said they had agreed to send
a team to Columbia, South Caroclina to organize against the
scheduled visit of President NIXON to Columbia on 5/3/69.

LEVISON encourasged YOUNG to hold on with the strike
but cautioned against raising any stete 4ssues other than the
Governor of South Carolina., He said that what was needed was -
to have some celebrities go to Charleston.
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YOUNG felt the BCLC could capitalize on a
framework they have laid in the citizenship schools.

This information was furnished to the Bureau ang
Columbia by teletype dated 5/2/69, captioned "COMINFIL SCLC
IS'c L]

R 7

o ke i 1)
SRR

-ty

W e
B
‘ -




A TR Al il e G ST e W S e Y bt B Y - s

N T

NY 100-111180

Levison is a long-time communist. He was a principal
advisor to the late Martin Luther King, Jr., and to King's
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SC1C). He has eonti.nued_ _

- deld m s s e B VLo e 2l Doen
in this capacity for King's widow and to a certain extent for

King's successor in the SCLC, Ralph D. Abernathy. The fund-raising
for the SCLC is under Levison's general supervision and his counsel
continues to be sought in a mumber of areas in the civil rights

field, including political considerations Because of this communist
influence in the SCLC, this surveillance is important to national
security. ’

During the past 90 deys this telephone surveillance has
continued to furnish valuable information concerning Levison's
influence over the affairs of the SCLC, and other cts of the
civil rights movement. Information frm chie/ UL %‘iﬁgb level
dissemination including Levison's part in the preparation of a
statement by King's widow following the conviction of his slayer,
and his part in planning a boycott of 1970 automobiles by all
blacks and unnamed white peace groups to "shake the establishment."

This surveiliance has also furnished information

concerning financial manipulations by the SCIC and Levison in

order to obtain funds from a foundation; levison's assistance to
Mrs. King in writing a book about King and Levison's ability to
get information into the book about the Vietnam war and dblack
nationalists which information the publisher wanted to keep out;
and Levison's part in the strike of hospital workers in Columbia,
South Carolina, which the SCLC joined. This information was i
disseminated to the Department and interested Govermment eg.encies‘.

It is recommended that this source be continued for
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*'-s been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch.

4[1 INFORMATION CONT,
= File 66-2554-7530 for authority. KERZ IS UHOLASSEIED

DATE2/0 BY cprazog

< sject JUNE MAIL ,&//41;14 ,&M%M?&’/&
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8 JUN 181968
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Memorandum ROUTE IN ENVELOPEgEF—

Telvcs
Delowch

Mok
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[ 1 [—
Felt

: Mr. W. C, Suniv(ﬁ’-'&b . oaTe: 6/10/69 m% fovhy—

Sellivem
ol

: 6. C. uooré'b JUNE - Mot ——
) 33 e yRFDRMATION CONTATNAL
F AL T CLASSIIID, 7
STANLEY DAVID LEVISON mmmsﬂm o th.
INTERNAL SECURITY - COMUNIST B0, ML
To furnish you information concerning telephone

surveillances now in operation on the vresidences of persons
connected with the late Martin Luther King, Jr.

There is no telephone surveillance presently in operation
on King's widow Coretta King, or on the office of his organization,
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.

For information.

100-392452 ”S/ cues. & BT

B-FCIy/ -t
1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach by oz (I
1 « Mr, W. C. Sullivan
1 - m. T. Ec Bi'hop
1l =Mr. C. D. Brennan
Attn: Mr. M. J. Rozamus
1 - Hr. Gt
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! i TR0V PCTEZET Fo XENREDY, WHEN ATTCRUEY GEKERAL, TO TAP

ORIGIVAL FILED IR /p /fé ¢

= X

_‘ ; #7T1% LUTHER KIEG'S TELEPHORES). CCRETTA ADDED THaT ET‘-{PL 1"3&

& TINTOY IMPLIED THAT SHE HOPED THIS WOULD NOT l‘:TEFFr.'iE ITH %

k' | 7317 Fr1EeosuIP. COPETTA SAID SHE REPLIED THAT SIE \.\D"'-"Frco:f N
’ vou TET PEISS CAX SE DEVISIVE AT TINES AND THAT mf:,ﬁg il &%
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5 CCTETTa ALSC TOLD LEVISON THAT ETHEL KEREEDY SAID 6W
T TEIYT EAD 4 REZTING AT H.B..ch:_l.hf..zazmu NIGHT AHD TALKED
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a3 17 CCOETTA KiT¥ EMAT THE WEETING UAS A30UT. CORETTA SAID ’
£47 SID HOT ¥H0Y WHAT ETHEL XESNEDY WwAS TALXING ASOUT
2% 515 10T werT TO ASK Hsn.i
 LTYISGE COWYENTED THaT ME FELT CORETTAS ANSWER ]
¥35 TXACTLY FIGYT BECAUSE THERE 1S 80 POINT It ATTEXPTING
TS 4S:iI5S @HeT ROLE BOB3Y KEMREDY PLAYED SINCE TMERE IS KO . .
LAY OF TEALLY KHOYINE, ; . '
£ITITTA STATED 4IS 4AS "S5RT OF PASSINT THE
Tus?, a¥) THDY'RE TSYING I0 PUT IT ALL OFF OF HI®®, SHE
£3700 TEAT FI YAY EAVE AGEZED AND GONT ALOMG WITH 11._,5
, LEVISOY PEWORWED THAT THEY XNOW KING, WHETHER ME
FILT 202%Y XEKNEDY WAS INVOLVED OF NOT, STILL MAINTAINED A
FEITHSLY BELATIONSHIP WITH HINM. HE SAID IF KIKG FELT BO3SY
¥IYNTAY MAD DONI AMYTHMING, HE FCRGAVE MIM NO DOUST SASED ON
TI'Z CIRCUSSTANCES OF THE TIME, TME FACT HE WAS ALWAYS .
SUPZR NEIFVCUS AZ0UT HIS BROTHER (PRESIDENT JCEN F. KEXNEDY).
Lsu: 0% S21D THIS 1S TME ATTITUDE COREITA SHOULD TAKE. KE
215 IF THE PRESS "WANTS TO DIG UP GARSAGE™ IT SHOULD NOT
| BT eLLOYED TO INTERFERE ¥ITH A CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIO&SHIP.;‘ |
’ CCPETTA SAID THAT FOLLOWING HER CONVERSATION WITH B i
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\NESIFZS 21D IT AS SENATOR KEWKEDY. CORETTA SAID, KOUZVER,

¥87 HI WAS CUT OFF, SHE A4D LEVISON ASREED THAT SENATOR

(T77) XERUEDY HAY HAVE FOUND OUT THAT ETHEL CONTACTED COPZETTA

£iD DICISED KOT TO CO THROUSH WITH THE CALL.%fz:
LIVISOL CONTIKUED THAT THE PRESSURE AT THIS POINT

| ©13 COMF FRON KANY LIBIRALS WHO RESENT FSI DIRECTOR MOOVER'S

j CLE, £%D THAT HUOVER GAVE AR ANSVER, HE ADDED THAT HOOVER .-__-_,_ _

fﬁas 3ZES ANSWIRED BACK BY (RANSEZY) CLAPK, AND THAT CLARK'S -

| axsuze §s mcx—.rX ' -

' LEVISON GAVE HIS OPINIOY THAT THE EXTIRZ AFFAIR o

i*'LL "ORJFT AYAY" AXD ADDED THAT "IT'S NOT THE KI&D OF THING .

‘.

|

i YOU CAx KE=ZP GOIKG,™ LEVISON FELT THE ENTIRE THING WILL BE
FC220TTEY BUT THAT FBI DIRZCTOR "HCOVER HILL.BE BOTHERED 3Y IT
SZCauSE IT LEAVES HINM AS THE MAN RESPONSIBLE.

COPETTA ACPEED, STATING "I FEELS LIKE HE IS THE

“2eT CUILTY.” g

F

1 3 LEVISCX COMMENTED THAT CORETTA'S SUGGESTICN THAT SHE
1 .
IGET TOZETHER YWITH ETHEL KENNEDY COULD BE FRUITFUL AND SHOULD
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TG : Mr. G, C. Moor . DAnJuly 2, 1969 Rasen

-

Tootsst
Tole. Rpo@ e
oM bac JUNE o —
< syecT: STANLEY DAVID LEVISON -
INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST
e Enclosed is the original of a memorandum dated

6/30/69 from the Director to the Attorney General, and
approved by the Attorney General on 7/1/69, authorizing
continuation of telephone surveillance on captioned indi-
vidual at his residence, 585 West End Avenue, Apartment 30,
New York City, for an additional three months.

ACTION:

None. For information.
100-392452
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASNINGTON, D.C. 30435

.\l o June 30, 1969

MEMORANDUM YOR “THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

RE: STANLEY DAVID LEVISON s
INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST

On March 28, 1969, you approved the continuation
through June 30, 1969, of a telephone surveillance on the
residence of Stanley David Levison, Apartment 30, ___ __.
585 West End Avenue, New York City,

c 1)/

e was the principal adviser
to the late Martin Luther Ring, Jr. Since King's death,
Levison has continued his activity in the Southern Christim
Leadership Conference (SCLC) and serves az an adviser to
King's widow and Ralph D, Abernathy, who succeeded King as
head of the SCLC,

On May 2, 1969, the installation provided data
regarding a contact between Andrew Young, Executive Vice
President of the SCLC, and Levison in which they discussed
the sending of a team to Columbia, South Carolina, to
organize against the scheduled visit to that city of
President Nixon, In connection with a strike of hospital
workers in Charleston, South Carolina, Young indicated to
Levison that he was not too optimistic about winning the
strike, but Levison stated that Young could win if “he
holds out "

On May 22, 1969, the installation provided infor-
mation regarding a contact between Levison and a member of

a drug and hospital employees union in New York City, ‘ !
ﬁa?. & Ext gy SE .
on ' ., ______________ . . "
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strike of IDBP].EIL workers in Charleston, expressed the

opinion that it was time for people to begin going to jail
and to institute a national boycott. -

On June 13, 1969, the installation furnished data
regarding a discussion involving Levison in which mention
wvas made of the necessity of having the Federal Government
sponsor the proposed Martin Luther King Memorial Center.

sent to President Nixon by King's widow pertaining to
Goverrment support to this center and Levison indicated he
wvas in favor of sending the letter and moving the issue
"into an arena of struggle."

This coverage has been of great assistance in
keeping this Bureau abreast of communist influences at
work within the SCLC, Such information is vitally important

in view of the prominent role being played by the SCLC in
racial activities today.

Your authority is requested to continue this tele-
phone surveillance at the present location, or at any address

to vhich Levison may move in the future, for an additional -
three months,

Respectfully,
A Tdg e ween’

APPROVED

DATE Q/I’jb‘r' i GO[W‘ 'TlAL

T eilpiviase

i hn Edgar Hoover
g A ﬁ Y, ” Director
R

During the discussion, mention was made of a letter to be ——
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~d 1 - Miss Folmes
ONFIDNYTIAL June 30, 1963 "‘“_.* t
JUKRE

1 - l!r C. C. Hoon
1 -
MEMC RANDIM FOR THE ATTC GENERAL 1

RE: STANLEY N’VID 1EVISCN '

LYY A Y F v

INTERRAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST - \

b .

On Mereh 28, 1969 you approved the eontinustion
through June 30, 1969, of a telephone surveillsnce ea the
residence of Sun'loy Dnvld Levison, Apsrtment 30
SC5 Vest End Avenue, Nev York City,

-.g_ F] _._-
He was the principsl adviser '
° ate Martin Luther King, Jr. Since King's death, '
Levison has continued his sctivity in the Socuthern Christ i
Dudership Conference (SCLC) and serves as an adviser to :

King's widow and Ralph D, Abernathy, who sueceeded King - f
head of the SCLC,

(n May 2, 1969, the installstion provided data

regarding a eontact between Andrev Young, Executive Vice
President of the SCLC, and Levison in which they discussed
the sending of & team to Columbia, South Carolina, te - - .. .
erganize against the scheduled vutt to that eity of : -
President Nixon, In eonnection with a strike of hospital
wvorkers in Charleston, South Csrolina, Young indicated te

ison that he was not too optimistic about winning the

strike, but Levison steted that Young eould win 1! "h.
Bolds out.” /00 -3 924, @? ‘;; l

C2Z 1 Wt u.\l
Cn May 22, 1969, the inltalhtlon provide8—tofor—
mation regarding a conuct between Levison and & menber of
8 drug and hospitel employees union Ha Mev Yoik'Ctty,
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regarding a discussion involving Levison in which mention =@ .
vas made of the necessity of having the Federal Govermmant .. -._.. .

-—

sponsor thc PNPOM Martin Luther ung l'hmorl al Center, i

During the discussion, mention was made of a ietter to |
sent to President Nixon by King's vidov pertaining to
Covernment support to this center and Levison l.ndicutod h .
vas in favor of sending the letter and moving the Lssue .:*‘-"i,..,.:
¥into an arena of struggle.”™ :

.';t.,.'

This coversge has been of great assistance in -
keeping this Buresu abreast of communist influences at '~~~
vork within the SCLC. Such information is vitally !.nportnnt )
in viev of the prominent role b.ing phyed by thc T

racld actlv!.tln todly. SR el T Beprg NP
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tour authorlty is uquutod to eont!m- this tele. -
phonc surveillance at the pruo.nt location, or at any address .
to vhich Levison may move in the future, for an additional . ...
three months, P P e
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ' PE s p—
' MemorandumROUTE IN ENVELOY® 25—

Cosper
: W‘ : '
Mr. W, C. Sullivaf o8 @g  DaTe June 28, 1969 EZ

- .
Caborny . SRR i 4D ( ( ¢ aee-we
o .f_'. 5 . * .

1 - m‘. c. D. Delo.ch . ey -
1 - Miss Holmes m"ﬁi’ﬂ%
1 - Mr. W, C. Sullivan

C. C. Moo ! -—*‘-5““" 1 - Mr., G. C. Moore En;:
i E=
: % 1 bac |
STANLEY DAVID'LEVISON 1

INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST 6 @,«u
Recommended that attached memorandum be directed to the
Attorney General asking for authority to continue the telephone
surveillance on the New York City residence of Stanley David
Levison who was the principal adviser to the late Martin Luther
King, Jr. The Attorney General authorized continuation of this B’

coverage on 3/28/69,
C
Since King's death, Levison has continued
activity in the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)

and serves as an adviser to King's widow and Ralph D, Abernathy,
who succeeded King as head of the SCLC. {

This coverage has furnished vital information ar
communist influences at work within the SCLC.(MOn 5/2/69, it
& furnished data regarding a contact between Andrew Young, Executive

I Vice President of SCLC, and Levison in which they discussed the

sending of a team to Columbia, South Carolina, to organize
against the scheduled visit to that city on 5/3/69 of President
- Nixon, Negroes in Charleston, South Carolina, have been '
" demonstrating in an effort to form a hospital workers' union.
During the contact on 5/2/69, Young indicated he was not too
optimistic about winning the strike, but Levison stated that

Young could wvin if he holds 9;&}21 J00- 37;751*377%
- Enclosure/‘.-q.(- 7~-/-67 1

100-392452

b¢
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Memorandum G.C, Moore to Mr, W. C. Sullivan .ad _
RE: STANLEY DAVID LEVISON LON '

(2) On 5/22/69 the coverage provided data
- regarding a contact between levison and a member of a
drug and hospital employees union in New York City.
Levison, apparently in reference to the strike of hospital
workers in Charleston, South Carolina, expressed the opinion
that it was time for people to begin going to jail and to
institute a national boycott,

(3) On 6/13/69, the installation fumnished information
regarding a discussion involving levison in which mention was
made of the necessity of having the Federal Government sponsor
the proposed Martin Iuther King Memorial Center. During the
discussion, mention was made of a letter to be sent to
President Nixon by King's widow pertaining to Government - . _
support to this center and Levison indicated he was in favor
of sending the letter and moving the issue "into an arena
of struggle."

(4) On 6/25/69, the coverage furnished information
regarding a contact between Young and Levison during which
Young mentioned the possible filing of a suit enjoining the
FBI from wiretapping the Black Panther Party and several other
organizations,

This coverage has enabled us to keep abreast of
communist influence at work within the SCIC, We have kept
the White House, the Attorney General, and interested
officials of the Government advised of information being
developed from this coverage., Continuation of this
installation is most necessary, particularly in view of
the prominent role being played by the SCIC in racial activities
today. Data obtained is unavailable through other sources
including live informant coverage.

ACTION:
If approved, the attached memorandum will be direc
to the Attorney General seeking his authorization for a

continuation of the td&ephone surveillance on levison's residence
for an additional three months.
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LONPENTIAL

7/1/69 ADDENDUM BY MR, TOLSON:

I recommend that this telephone surveillance be discontinued.
We know &s much about Levison's relationship with the Communist P

&8 we are likely to know. This wiretap is desirable, but not absolutely
essential, '
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1 « Mr, C. D. Deloach

l « Miss Holnes
1 e Mr, ¥, C, Bulliwan
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Septembér”Z, 1969 bc

JUNE 1
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MEMORAIDIR FOR THE A'HCE_\.IE! GENERAL

Y 7. F (:’,/
igeg eafe RE: STANLEY DAVID LEVISON -
('Lu\g-'; sosancosr vty INTEENAL SECURITY « COMMUNIST oA
-y

You have previously approved the eontinuation of
the telephone surveillance on the residence of Stanley David

Levison, Apartmem; _3_0. SSiHeﬁ: End Avenue, Nev York City.

His split wi st ) 570‘
fdeclogical, He was princi; ,
adviser to the late Martin Luther King, Jr. Since King's -

death he has continued to advise King's widov and the current
leadership of the Southern Christian Leadership Conferance
(SCLC). Levisen is currently one of the “"Directors” of the
SCLC according to th: organisation’s vublication.

On July 8, 1969, the installation furnished informstion
§ eoncerning a discussion betveen Levison and Andrew Young, 0 .

£ N\ Executive Vice President of the SCIC, eoncerning the strike of
o spital vorkers i{n Charleston, South Carolina, in which the =
;@

: SCIC had become involved., A settlement of the strike was
4 imainent but hospital officisls did mot want to put anything b=

~ in writing about rehiring the striking workers. Levison told \
Young mot to let this point stand in the way of the settlement |

{4

since 1t would not be possible to mobilize the commmity on af

issue as abstract as having something &n writing, They also L

(., @iecussed the possibility that Ralph Abernathy, SCIC Presiden

~'{  bhas a mental or emotional illness and shluld seek f” fatrie
00-3 <4
ey TE—
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L. _ Oa July 27, 1969, Young asked Levison to edit g .~ .
rticle Young was writing and they discussad the future pians

henae

.. of the SCIC, including plens that the SCIC should become . . : -

- politically active in Charleston, Bouth Carclina, and Atlants, : .-
Georgla, in the Yall of 1969. They sgreed that the SCIC should . _
Bov becoms involved 4a the wealms of black political and economie -
pover, - S S
N At the pational convention of the SCIC in August, - ..
1969, it was announced that the SCIC was to embark wpon @ . .
progran of unity with the labor movement. This fnstallation .
has furnished information about Levison's part {n the formu- -
lation of this program. Abernathy slso armounced at the .- - .
“eonvention that counseling young men to evade the draft would )
be initiated and & Peace Connittes would be forued in the 8CIC, -
The organization approved a eommittee to coordinate expressions -
of support for candidates im political esmpaigns. This tnfor- -
mation takes on added significance in view of Abernathy's alleged
mental eondition and Levison's influence, and the eoverage
provided by this source is neccssary to follov Levison's part
in these developments, . ) T

Your suthority is requested to contimue this telephone ,

surveillance st the present locatien, or at any address to which .
levison may move in the future, for an additional thre sonths, -.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 1 « Mr. C. D. Deloach ....:'““,""_____"——
| 1 « Miss Holmes Compw =t
Memorandum 1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivun Soem——
I'AI 1 - Hr. Gt CQ mre - &
TO : Mr. W. C, Sull:lvmcoN N pATE:8/25/69

s e
rseom : B, C ‘!ggrﬂ‘o ﬁl! IS UNCTASSIPIEEN
’ e L |

_ I.ﬁ
TV _TxXcEPT WHERE SHORE

sumecT: STANLEY DAVID {Eson - bﬁr'//)w

INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST %_Zm

To recomrend that attached memorandum be sent to the
Attorney General for suthority to continue the telephone surveil-

K ',l lance on the residence of Stanley David Levison, the principal
A '/ || adviser to the late Martin Luther King, Jr. The Attorney General
authorized continuation of this coverage on 7/1/69.

This coverage has furnished vital information reg
comrunist influence in the SCIC. On 7/8/69 Levison advised
SCLC on the hospital workers strike in Charleston, South Carolina.
He also discussed the possibility that Ralph Abernathy, SCILC
President, has a mental or emotional illness. On 7/27/69 Levison
discussed SCIC involvement in black political and economic power.
The SCIC is planning a more militant program; plans to join with
labor unions in organizing poor people; to endorse political
candidates; and to aid and counsel youth in evading the draft. .
Levison's part in these activities is most significant and we /
will continue to keep the White House, the Attorney General and
interested Govgrﬁed-nis officials n:l‘vé;ed.s M 5', Lb
Thia coverage ‘gﬁ' ?m?oaﬁstrlted the extent o son's
influence. 1In June, 1969, he personally chastised James Wechsler
the columnist about an article on the King wiretap. Levison
discussed with Harry Wachtel, an associate with a commumist back
ground, Wachtel's discussion with Ramsey Clark aboufthe
of the King tapes. & segp .
ACTION: Y, :
1f approved, .the attached memorandum Wil -dixpeted

= to the _A.gtgme}r Canaral fe: a‘-ﬂ""‘r‘é}’ to continue the telephone=t
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Enclosure to recipients are copies of a letterhead
memorandum dated 9/12/69 as Kew York, Kew York captiomed -
-~ "Stanley David levison, Racial Matters, Internal Security = -~
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_t Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, 'Ime E
indicated, explain this deletion.

d ) Deleted under exemption(s) s é / 6 7:' with no segregable

material available for release to you.

3 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you o the subject of your request.
[ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[0 Docoment{s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
» was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following govenment agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI.

Pageis} withheld for the following reason(s):

[ For your information:

I The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
0 -89 VS5~ BY7 . Edclosurr.

!

DELETED PAGE(S)
NO DUPLICATION FEE
| XXXXXX FOR THIS PAGE
» - FXXXXX
ALAAAA

! ' rai/D0s

——— - e mrm e = e e ma— - - . - — e g T e o=

- . . RE— - — - e - A —r——— .
-r- P e i e 4 - -r - - 2 - : . . e —— - -



4750 (2-1-79) ( (_\
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

S tdl

; _l_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where -
i indicated, explain this deletion.

4 X Deleted under exemption(s) b] with no segregable
material available for release to you. '

s ] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

[} Information pertained only to & third party. Your pame is listed in the title only.

[0 Docamentis) originating with the following government agency{ies)
. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

ame——  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following govemment agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

——... Page(a) withheld for the following reason(s):

] For your information:

X1 The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

__loo- 29245a-348
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2  Deleted under exemption(s) b ! _B7C- : with no segregable
material available for release to you. .

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

1 Documentis) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

as the information ongmlted with them. Youn will
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI.

_ — Pagels) withheld for the following reason(s):

—] For your information:

@ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
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A memorandum dated 9/2/69 was directed to the
Attorney General recommending that he approve the continuation
of this surveillance for three months effective 9/1/69.
See memorandum G. C. Moore to W. C. Sullivan, same title, b-;c_
dated 8/25/69 ,q On 9/8/69 the Attorney General
personally approve writing this continuation for three

n
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5/20/69

on 5/20/69, LEVISON was contacted by ANDREW YOUNG,
SCIC Executive Vice President and they eriticized RALPH i
ABERNATHY, SCIC President, for trying to emulate MARTIN LUTHER
KING, deceased President of the SCIC, YOUNG complained that
ASERNATHY ie suffering from an inferiority complex which affects
his jJudgments. LEVISON at YOUNG'S suggestion agreed to contact
ABERRATHY to see if he could get hiw straightened out.

On the same date, LEVISON told CORETTA KING, widow
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr., that he was opposed to her deing —- -
the keynote speaker at the forthecoming SCIC Convention, He
was opposed to it because he said it would place her in a policy-
making status whereas she should limit her activities to
participation in the cultural part of the convention,

This information was furnished to the Bureau and
interested offices by airtel and LHM dated 5/23/69, captioned
"Cominfil SCIC} IS-C".

EMAn a akIta
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On 5/22/69, MOE FONER, an official of Local 1199,
Drug and Hospital Employees Union, NYC, advised LEVISON that
8 meeting was to be held with & LANE KIRKLARD of the AFl-CIO
in reference to the hospital workers strike in Charleston,
South Carolina. The following were to be discussed:

3. a coxmbined march and rally

Pram A
-4 & Wius

3. participation of the International lLongshoremen's
Association

4, a step up of the campaign in Charleston, South
Carolina

LEVISON was of the opinion that it was time for people
to begin going to Jail and to institute a national boycott,

!

-5 a .
l.:l II'M
\

T TSR ST e S T RSN TR TR D ARSI T N S T S A I IR AT SV s Ay pEWTIS TR e YW

———— e B S g TR et =~ S "y

.- L i
PR LR - —




PR N

L e T A T BTt e s

_ | WN*N .
¥Y 100-1111€0 | Al

On 5/24/69, ANDREW YOUNG, SCIC official, told LEVISON
that a meeting was to be held on 5/25/69 in Charleston, South
Carolina which would include representatives of local 1199,
the SCIC staff, and possibly some local people, At YOUNG'S
request, LEVISON promised to attend,

MOE FONER also wanted LEVISON to be present because,
at this meeting, FONER felt they should discuss where they were
going with the strike,

Thie information was furnished to the Bureau, Atlanta
and Columbia by airtel and LHM dated 5/27/69, captioned
®Cominfil SCIC; IS~C".

6/5/69

on 6/5/69, a conference of SCIC functionaries was -
held and included RALPH ABERNATHY, BCIC. President, ANDREW YOUNG,
SCIC Executive Vice President, WALTER PAUNTROY, SCIC Washington,
D. C. representative, HOSEA WILLIAMS, SCIC Director of Voter
Registration and Political Education and STANLEY LEVISON,

The principal topic of discussion was the matter of a
contemplated SCIC action on the issue of "Hunger",

ABERNATHY felt this issue should be raised in local
communities and that they should bring only a representative
group to Washington, D. C. at an appropriate time, He opposed
bringing large numbers to Washington.'

YOUNG suggested the time for such s program as July
1 and that they get local communities to send small delegations
to Washington, D. C. at a given time,

FAUNTROY cautioned that anything planned for Washington
sust be well timed. He said he had a meeting scheduled with
*MC GOVERN'S people™ on 6/6/69, to discuss when, 4f at all,
pressure should dbe drought in Washington, Ee suggested a
concentration in severa) of the liveliest communities they have
in Missouri and Alabama, He said the idea of a peopla-to~pcopay
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tour appealed to him dbut only after the SCLC had finalized
victory in Charleston, Socuth Carolina,

HOSEA WILLIAMS took exception to the proposals
made and advocated the use of pressure and the bdringing of
up to 3,000 pecple to Washington, D, C., He arged for an
aggressive approach claiming that Negroes were ready to go to
Jail by the hundreds of thousands,

Y —

The other participants opposed WILLIAMS' position.

. LEVISON praised PAUNTROY'S statement and said that -~ —
100 representatives could be elected from communities to go
to Washington, D, C,

YOUNG and WILLIAMS agreed to discuss the matter
further.

This information wes furnished to the Bureau and

interested offices by airtel and LAM dated 6/6/69, captioned
"Ccominfil SCIC; IS=C".

6/20/69

on 6/20/69, CORETTA XING, widow of MARTIN LUTHER
KING, Jr. told LEVISON that she had been contacted by BTHEL
IENNﬁDY who said she was sorry about what had been in the

pper (referring to an article concerning the authorization

from ROBERT F, XENNEDY, when Attorney General, to tap the telephones
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr,). CORETTA said that ETHEL KENNEDY
implied that she hoped this would not interfere with their
friendship. CORETTA said she replied that she understood how

the press could be devisive at times, but that this does not

color her attitude in any way toward the (KENNEDY) family.

LEVISON commented that he felt that CORETTA'S answer
was correct because there 1s no point in attempting to assess

k
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what role BOBBY KEKNEDY played since there is no way of
really knowing, LEVISON remarked that MARTIN LUTHER KING
whether he felt BOBBY KENNEDY was involved or not, Iaintained
& friendly relationship with him, HRe said KING. even if he
felt BOBBY KENNEDY was involved, forgave him and that CORETTA
KING should take the same attitude,

IEVISOR gave his opinion that the entire affair will
"darifrt awax", and said "It?'s not the kind of thing you can
keep going”, He felt the entire thing would dbe forgotten,

: LEVISON also commented that CORETTA KING'S suggestion
- that she get together with ETHEL KENNEDY could be fruitful
: and should be done reasonably soon.

This information was furnished to the Bureau by
teletype dated 6/20/69, captioned "MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR;
SECURITY MATTER-C". An air mail copy was furnished Ailanta.

6/21/69

on 6/21/69, HARRY WACHTEL, NYC Attorney and an advisor
10 the B5CIC, discussed with LEVISON the newspaper publicity
in the KYC area about the wire tapping of MARTIN LUTHER KING'S
telephones, WACHTEL said that guests at a party he attended
were trying to guess the identity of the Communist, Marxiste
Leninist lawyer whose phones had deen tapped, WACHTEL could
only answer that it was not he.

LEVISON told WACHTEL to tell his clients who the
lawyer really was, He said he had already told MOE FONER,

- dP - ‘r P oma WD VUMM Tremico e ] e B . an B o

-.n)(uf icer of local 1159, Drug and Rospital Workers Union,
éfc .

IEVISON and WACETEL discussed an article on the
wire tapping of KING written by JAMES WECESLER of the “"New
York Post" newspaper, LEVISON claimed that WECHSLER was 4runk
when he wrote the article. He also mentioned that he asked
WECHSLER about the article and told him it was all yright for
him to hammer on the civil rights issues but “what was thil'.g

masrrm Y & el LTV - Aa Tac abS | .
Be s31d he told MOE (FORER) to tell WECHSLER to lay off the 7

sudbject.
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needed 1s to get FBI Director HOOVER to bring the
but that CORETTA KING does not want to go further,

~~.

conribir

LEVISON also commented that, in general, what 1is

This finfo

tapes out

rmation was furnished to the Bureau:by

t eletype on 6/2%99,uptioned “MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.}

SECURITY MATTER

on the wire tapping of the telephones of

6/25/69

on 6/25/69, ANDREW YOUNG, Executive Vice President
of the SCIC, alluding to an article in "The Kew York Times"

asked LEVISON if he was keeping up on

wae printing,

KUNTSLER, an attorney for BFP members involved in legal actions

in NYC,

on 6/25/69, captioned

MARTIN LUTHER KING,
what thie newspaper
LEVISON sald he was and YOUKG stated he believed
that KUNTSLER was about to file a suit enjoining the FBI
from wire tapping the Black Panthers, Women's Strike
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee,
of Racial Equalit

feverything to t

YOUNRG noted that KUNTSLER "is trying to get us in
the soup but that's just not our company®, LEVISON sgreed,

KUNTSLER was believed to be KY attorney WILLIAM

This information was furnished

and an air mail copy sent to Atlanta.

of the ECIC
Workers str
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the Bureau by teletype
"MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR} SECURITY MATTER-C"

On 7/8/69, ANDREW YOUNG, Executive Vice President

B R
e
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discussed the Charleston, South Carolina Hospital
e with STANLEY LEVISON.
the situation looked favorable for a settlement of the atrike

but that the County Commissioner does not want to set a precedent

lmnno‘m}
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He told LEVISON that

for Peace,
the Congress
¥y, the Students for a Democratic Society and
he left of us®,
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by putting in writing anything about the rehiring of the
workers, YOUNG was uncertain as to what he should do about
this refusal.

LEVISON advised that he should not let this refusal
stand in the way of a settlement of the strike because it would
not be possible to mobilize the community on an issue as
abstract as having something in writing.

LR | AR

A 1} anbnaidh ) W

YOUNG also was concerned with the emotional state
of SCIC President, RALPH ABERNATHY. He stated that, at that
time, ABERNATHY'S emotional problem was taking the form of
egomania, YOUNG noted that ABERNATHY has been receiving
criticiem from his church and his wife and that he, YOUNG,
feels that Mrs. ABERNATHY is the key to ABERNATHY'S prodblems,

LEVISON agreed with YOUNG and said he though ABERNATHY
should seek help from a psychiatrist,

.
-

The source also advised that YOUNG was hop to
g0 to Cuernevaca, Mexico, about the middle of July, 1909,
and remain there until the 10th of August.

This information was disseminated to the Bureau and
Atlantea by airtel and LHM, dated 7/9/69, captioned “Cominfil

8CIC; Is-C".
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Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch.

$ee File 66-2554-7530 for authority.

Subject JUNE MAIL W ﬂ&ﬂld/ %‘6207(/“.
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LEVI SON
INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST

Enclosed is the original of a memorandum dated
9/2/69 from the Director to the Attorney General, approved
by the Attorney General in writing on 9/8/69, authorizing
the continuation of the telephone surveillance on captioned
subject at his residence at 585 West End Avenue, Apt. 30,
New York City, for an additional three months effective -
9/1/69.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

* -

WASRINGTON, D.C. §04IS . . Lt

-

September 2, 1969

MEMORANDM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

RE: STANLEY DAVID LEVISON
INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST

You have previously approved the continuation of
the telephone surveillance on the residence of Stanley David
Levison, Apartment 30, 585 West End Avenue, New York City.

Sl lult - -5 &

His split with the Communis
arty was tactical rather than idenlacisal He was morincisal

- s - e e e - TR S & W i WA A e divd el

adviser to the late Martin Luther King, Jr. Since King's
death he has continued to advise King's widow and the current
leadership of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference

(SCIC). Levison is currently one of the "Directors" of the

SCLC according to the organization's publication.
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On July 8, 1969, the installation furnished information

moanmsavelowe & Al ommemmd - Lt con ¥ ool o __ . oA m_

SonceIning & GiscCussion vetween Levison and Andrew Toung,

-

Executive Vice President of the SCIC, concerning the strike of
hospital workers in Charleston, South Carolina, in which the
SCLC had become involved. A settlement of the strike was
imninent but hospital officials did not want to put anything
in writing about rehiring the striking workers. Levison told
Young not to let this point stand in the way of the settlement
since it would not be possible to mobilize the community on an
issue as abstract as having something in writing. They also
discussed the possibility that Ralph Abernathy, SCLC President,
has a mental or emoticnal illness and should seek psychiatric

help. . B L
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. On July 27, 1969, Young asked Levison to edit an
article Young was writing and they discussed the future plans
of the SCIC, including plans that the SCILC should become
politically active in Charleston, South Carolina, and Atlanta,
Georgia, in the Fall of 1969. They sgreed that the SCIC should
now become involved in the realm of black political and economic
power.

At the national convention of the SCIC in August,
1969, it was announced that the SCLC was to embark upon a
program of unity with the labor movement. This installation
has furnished information sbout Levison's. part in the formu-
lation of this program. Abernmathy also ammounced at the
convention that counseling young men to evade the draft would
be initiated and a Peace Committee would be formed in the SCLC.
The organization approved a committee to coordinate expressions
of support for candidates in political campaigns. This infor-
mation takes on sadded significance in view of Abernathy's alleged
mental condition and Levison's influence, and the coverage
provided by this source is necessary to follow Levison's part
in these developments,

Your authority is requested to continue this telephone
surveillance at the present location, or at any address to which
Levison may move in the future, for an additional three months,
effective September 1, 1969,

Respectfully, S
o)
Director
APPROVED 3

DATE 7/ £/ 64
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FEDERAL SUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_gL Pagels) mﬂ:held entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, lhn
mdlcltad exphm this deletion.

E “Deleted under exemption(s) é / é 7C with no segregahle

material available for release to you.

[ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
[ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

0 Docoment(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
. was/were forwarded (o them for direct response to you.

————  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following govemment agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI.

LRV TR TG R

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

MO Biee 4 L 4 b

[ For your information:

X} The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
L00- 392 9Sp- 380 ExlclosclE

- |
}

DELETED PAGE(S)
NO DUPLICATION FEE
TXXXXX FOR THIS PAGE
DX XXXXXXXXXXXXX

FBI/DOJ
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Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch.
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Memorandum conYENTIAL £ ——
L ] 1 e
ALL 3AFORMATION CONTA - 'CONF)SE
TO * Mr, W. C. Sullivani§zrisis ASSIZINDE:  September 18, 1568 &in-
T owx W e P —
P __ln_ V4 I18F - 1 A
FROM : G, C. Moor W/ 1
i JUNE 1
susJecT: STANLEY DAVID ISON 1
RACIAL MATTERS 1

- INTERNAL SECURITY ~ COMMUNIST

was a principal adviser to t ate t

TLin
. Jr., and has continued in that capacity for King's widow and
- members of the leadership of the Southern Christian Leadership
. v Conference (SCLC). He has also handled the fund raising for the
st ‘\"v'):a SCLC and is listed in the SCLC publication asa "Director" of the

E‘"“‘ : ‘_i:&';?organi zation -
o We have a telephone surveillance on Levison's home which
has furnished valuable information on the influence of Levison ¢

the SCLC. This surveillance was last approved by the Attorney
General on 9/8/69, .

{
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