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: 4) HAD A COIFROITATIOH WITH (SENATOR GEORGE §.,) MC GOVERN ON AUGUST \
: \LQ FOURTEEN AND TH&T MC GOVERN NANDLED MIMSELF VERY WELL. BELAFONTE §
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PAGE TVO ,
LEVISON STATED THAT SME HAD WOT PLANNED 70 GO BUT THAT

ME WAD TOLD MER IT 15 IMPORTANT THAT SHE 60, HE ADDED THAT HE
KAD NO OBJECTION TO CORETTA ENDORSING A CANDIDATE PROVIDED IT 1S

i! SOUND ERDORSERENT.
1 BELAFORTE EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT THE COMMITIE

(OF 1NQUIRY) ENDORSE MC CARTHY, HE SAID THAT WKATEVER THEY CAN

DO 10 PUT PRESSURE ON THE DENOCRATIC COSVENTION TO INFLUENCE VOTES
AND CHALLENCES, THEY SHOULD DO EVEW IF 1T WEARS BACKING AC CARTHYq
HE BOTED THAT, AFTER THE CONVENTION, THE COMMITTEE CA® COME OUT

VITH WUCK WORE DEFINITIVE STATEMENT, IF IT 1S HUMPHREY,
~gKEN 80 OUT TO OUR MOST RADICAL POSITION".

 BELAFONTE WOTED FHAT ME NET WITH MC CARTHY
BEFORE THE MC sovsa‘ﬂ'nazrlus AND THAT ME BELIEVES
eyE® (THE WEGRO PEOPLE) STAKD A BETTER CHANCE OF
GETTING MANY OF THE THINGS “WE" WANT BECAUSE MC CARTHY
1§ *JCONOCLASTICT™ WITHIN MIS OVR CONTEXT. BELAFONIE

SAID MC CARTHY 1S MUCH MORE OPEN AND SE#SITIVE TO
HE ADDED THAT “MucCH OF IT 15

|

$ME THINGS "WE® WEED.
| {w THE HAWDS OF PEOPLE VHO ARE H1S EWEWIES ARD PEOPLE

ERD PAGE TwO

r o
T S e
-




Wi ..
’ .
JOVIRP 4

1
B}

a PRI
T O e

¢ e g e 4 T ST TR A i o e g e

~ —'l' - -
P X
- y (E - {%5
PAGE YMREE
it AUrE T8 "ﬂv'nﬂ L. X 4-111-44 LY saDBhaDEET WV AN
WNwvrm NL 39 INTANL WV ViSNyUYrie ANRLI WIWRITARANLNILEI '

CARTHYITES) ARE AGAINST CERTAIN FEDERAL AGENCIES,

THEY ARE AGAINST THE FBI, THE CIA, AND BECAUSE ME ISN°T
THE BOSOM BUDDY OF BLACK PEOPLE DOESN'T MEAN THAT

THERE AREN'T A LOT OF THINGS WE CAN GET IF BY SOME

| [FLUKE ME sHouLD BECOME PRESIDEWT®,

‘ LEVISON SAID ME WOULD GO ALOWG WITH THIS PROVIDED
|1

‘nxnzr:zn ALTHOUGH LEVISOR HAD WOT PLANNED ON IT.
HE SAID HE WOULD BE AT THE ASTOR TOVERS AND TKAT LEVISON
|SHOULD CALL H1S SECRETARY AWD HAVE HER GET RESERVATIONS
|roa LEVISON THERE. LEVISON .AGREED,
BELAFONTE SAID LEVISON SHOULD B

VHICH WMEETING VILL BE OPEN., NE SAID THAT HE BELIEVES THERE

SHOULD BE A PRESS CONFERENCE ON THE TVWENTY FIRST.

HE BOTED THAT CONYERS® (CONGRESSMAN JOKN CONYERS OF
MICHIGAN) OFFICE DID A GOOD JOB IN MOBILIZING PEOPLE

TO CONFRONT MC GOVERN. BELAFONTE STATED IT IS

WOT SUFFICIENT 10 INTERROGATE THESE "GUYS™ ¢ CANDIDATES)
BUT THAT THEY WAVE TO STATE WHAT THEIR PLATFORW IS

END PAGE THREE
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_ PAGE FOUR

AND CONFROMT THE “6UYS™ WITH IT, MHE ASKED LEVISONM TO
FORMULATE SOME OF THE THINGS THEY SHOULD ASK.

l LEVISON COMMENTED THAT THE STATEMENT SHOULD MAKE

CLEAR THAT OF ALL AVAILABLE NOMINEES MC CARTHY IS BETTER
THAN THE OTHERS ON XEY ISSUES, ESPECIALLY ON WAR,
HE ASKED IF BELAFONTE NAD DISCUSSED TH1S WITH CONYERS,
ABOUT MC CARTNMY,

BELAFONTE SAID CONYERS HAD COME AROUND TO.THIS waY

F THINKING. HE SAID THE ORLY PERSON WE, BELAFONTE,
HATCHER, GARY, INDIANA). MHE SAID ME 1S SATISFIED
THAT MATCHER'S APPRAISAL OF HIS SITUATION VIS
A-VIS HUMPHREY *GIVES US THIS OPENING 7O DO WHAT WE
ARE TALKING ABOUT®,

LEVISOM NOTED THAT CORETTA KING HAD EWDORSED
MC CARTHY WHEN MARTIN LUTHER XING WAS ALIVE BUT THAT
HE WAD ADVISED WER TO WITHDRAW IT AFTER KING'S
ASSASSINATION, BECAUSE SHE WAS THEN A PUBLIC FIGURE
AND HAD TO REEXAMINE ALL HER POSITIONS. ME SAID
CORETTA MIGHT WEED SOME CONVINCING BUT THAT ME wOULD
LET MER KNOW ME IS FOR IT. HE WOTED THAT THE FaACT
THAT SHE MAS BEEN VORKING WITH u%;guhrv ON THE MARTIN

} LUTHER KING MEMORIAL CENTER MAY IFD T0 BOTHER HER.

ERD PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE

, BELAFONTE, ALLUDING TO THE CONFRONTATION WITK
MC GOVERN, STATED THAT WHEN WC GOVERN SAID ME WOULD
DORSE WHOMEVER 1S THE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE,

c
[ |

[

MATCHER CHMALLENGED MIM ASXING MOV ME COULD BE

AGAINST THE VIETWAM wAR, TALK ABOUT RACISM, THEMN
EADORSE HUMPHREY. MHE SAID MC GOVERN®S POSITION IS THAT
NE 1S AGAINST WIXON, WOULD VOTE FOR HUMPHREY WITH A
MEAVY HEART, BUT AGAINST NIXON,

- BELAFONTE AGREED WITH LEVISON THAT THEY CAWNOT
FORGET THAT THERE IS AW "EVIL FORCE-MIXON- STANDING
ACROSS TME ROOM™, LEVISON SAID THEY MAY HAVE TO MAVE
A BEW FORMULATION POINTING OUT HOW IMPORTANT IT IS
lro DEFEAT A “WILDLY DANGEROUS FORCE LIXE NIXON®,

BELAFONTE STATED THEY KNOW THEY CAN BREAX THE BACK
OF A PRESIDENT, CITING LYNDON JOHNSON WHOM HE SA1D
THEY BROXE ON THE BLACK ISSUE AND THE VIETNAM VAR,

.YC.'
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1S #0T DOING WHAT THEY WANT 10 DO THEY WOULD WOT QUIT
BUT 60 TO WORK AXD RUIN NIM, _THEY AGREED WITH RIXON
AS PRESIDENT 1T WOULD BE MUCH MORE DIF.FiCULT FOR
THEM TO RUIN HIN,

tlD PAGE FIVE
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LEVISOR SAID ME WOULD SEE BELAFONTE MONDAY EVENING
(AUGUST WINETEEN),

FOR THE INFORMATION OF CHICAGO, THE COMMITIEE OF
:NQUIRY HAS BEEW INDICATED 70 BE A GROUPING OF ELECTED
FZGRO OFFICIALS WHO WILL PASS ON THE QUALIFICATIONS
CF CANDIDATES FOR PUBLIC OFFICE AND THEN EITHER ENDORSE

=~ MOT ENDORSE THIS CANDIDATE., CONGRESSMAN JOKN CONYERS
'S A PRIME MOVER IN THIS COMMITIEE.

A PHOTOGRAPK OF LEVISON 1S BEING SENT CHICAGO BY

SZPARATE MAIL,
AM COPIES OF TH1S TEL SENT 10 AY, DE, IP AND WP,

MEZ;0
NO L#® BEING SUBMITIED.
-Peg
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August 19, 1968

Y ® / -00' 3 72 17,5 < ’3/é BY LIA1SON

Mr, C. D. Deloach

Mr. T. B. Bisbop

Mr. ¥, C. Sullivan
oore

P Pt d ot Pt

¥rs. ¥ildred Btegall n
The White Bouse b “

Vashington, D, C.

F

Dear Nrs. Stegall: - : .

I thought the Presldent might be intorested in the
following inforuation,

-A confidential source, who has furnished roliable

1nr%ﬁon in the past, advised that according t
Harry- Bolafonte, pronminent Negro entertainer, tho'National
Couuittee of Inquiry, s cormittee oI Wegroes forted o
‘dzcide whether or not a candidate for public office should
Me endorsed, had a confrontation with Benator George 8.
. . //ucGovern of South Dakota, on August 14, 1968, According to
- ' Belafonte, Benator McGoveran handled hinself very well, T

Belafonte expressed the opinion that there is no usew .-
difference between Benator NcGovern and Benatar Bugene iicCarthy
of Minnesata. At this confrontation Benator McGovern allegedly

/%? bhe would endorse whoever is the Democratic presidential
d

-

idate. Benator McGovern was challenged by jayor Richard
tcher of Gary, Indiana, who asked how Senator Mclovern
could be against the Viotnax War]and then endorse Vice President
Eubert Huuphrey. According to Belafopte, Senator McGovern's
position 4s that he is ¥Eainst the Republican candidate,
Ricbard Nixon, and would vote for Vice President Bumphrey
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Mrs. Mildred Btegall

s T
’ The sourde also learned that Dolatonto asked -

Btanley Lev “whether he had any ebjo::&:;_}o .

Mrs. Coretts King, widow of Martin luth _ (T”

endorsing & presidential oandidate. Levison is ﬁl‘l

adviser to the Bouthern Christian Leadership Contorenoo,

the organization founded by the late Martin Luther King, Jr.,

and has been identified as & secret Communist Party

aenber as late as 1983, :

Levison reportedly had mo objection to
Mrs. King's endorsing a candidate, provided it 1is a sound

endorsement. Levison noted that Mrs. King had endorsed
Honator .n{'-vth' while her hushand was alivea but Laviman

advised her to vithdrnw the sndorsenent after the
assassination of her husband. Levison poted that of all
the available nominees, Senator NcCarthy is the best
candidate on key issues, especially oan war,

Belafonte reportedly told Levison that "they
can break the back of a President,” oiting President Johnson
whom he said they broke on the racial issue and the -
Vietnam war. Belafonte and Levison agreed that 1f any
President is not doinz what they vant him to do thoy
'ould “ruin” hia, )

B Belafonte and Lovtlon roportodly diccuu-od tbo _
National Committee Oof Inquiry, and Belafonte expressed
the opinion that thg'CGnntttoo ahould endorse Benator lcCarthy.
Levison asked B&ln!onto 1f he had discussed this with
Congressman Joht\Conyers of Michigan, who was instrumental
3o forning this Committee. Belafonte claimed congro'a-nn
Conyers had "come around to thim way of thinking,” and
the only person Belafonte now has to deal with is -

Nayor Batcher. HNe noted that, after the Democratic o
National Convention, 1f the nomines is Vice Prestdent lunphroy,
_the CO-nittoo ean 30 out to eur -o-t radxcul pocttlon.

-t

'..' "\-._v'

loln!onto said Benator NcCarthy t- more sensitive
to the thinges the Negro people need and is against gertais
Federal sgencies, including the Federal Bureau of Investigaticn
and the Central lntolligonco Agency.
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Lntcr the source loarnod that aocordlng to S
Lovllon it has feen agreed that Mrs. King will publicly =~ - -
endorse Senator McCarthy. Levison moted that Benator McCarthy
placed Nra, King in an avkward poaltlon by llying be 'ould -
aproint Ber as United Btates Ambaspador €0 the United Fations
1f he is elected President, According to Levison, it will
n:' :E:onr Mrs. King ts supporting Senator loCarthy because
of t

4

(S NN L O

Belafonte reportedly instructed Levison to get
reservations at the Aator Tovers, in Chicago, Illinpois,
where Belafonte will be -tnylng, and to be 1n Chtcago,_
by August 19, 1968, . - ol

Bo turthcr dissemination is botng made of thc
abovo dntl. s

‘-“ﬂ"ff‘ S8incerely yours,

m l\i,’l

=

The data set forth above was contained in New York
teletypes dated 8/15/68, and 8/16/68, eaptloned "Stanley David
Levison; Internal Security - Conmunist and "Connunilt ~- o
Enfluence in Bouthern Christian Lenderlhlp Conference, = ° ...
Internal Security = Communist.” JInformative notes on ‘these -
teletypes indicated we would limit ditsenlantlon to the :
White House.

- - -y

CInsoittod 'lacrot' sioce it .etl forth data from

2 most sensitive Wew York source. Unauthorized disclosurs of

this data may jeopardize the -ource and be projudlcial to -

nationnl defense lntcrclt-. . e e e e
-~ - ‘h.‘..
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)  Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
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[J Documentis) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

———— Pageis) referred for consultation to the following gpvemnment agencylies);
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5/16/68

On this Gate, CLARENCE JONES told STANLEY LEVISON
of a telegram Senator EUGENE MC CARTHY had sent to CORETTA
KING and RALPH ABERNATHY, SCIC President, extending his greet-
ings and concern to the SCIC's Poor People'g Campaign,.

They want on to discues Presidential candidate RICHARD
NIXON'e posture on the civil rights situation and NIXON's
plan of building ghetto industries owned by people in the
ghetto, LEVISON attacked this idea.

JONES then brought up the subject of the Senator
EUGENE MC CARTHY campaign for the presidency and mentioned
that there was a split in the movement with two contending
points of view. They went on to discuss this situation and
both agreed that the main concern should be stopping Vice-
President HUMPHREY's bid. They also discussed & speech JONES
wes to give at a MC CARTHY rally at Madison Square Garden,
New York City.

This information wae furnished the Bureau by letter
and IHM dated 5/22/68, captioned "SCIC - Racial Matters".

6/3,u4/6t

On 6/3/68, STANLEY LEVISON ani HARRY BELAFONTE .
discussed BAYARD RUSTIN's statement crystalizing the demands
of the Poor People's Campaign {PPC) 1ssued on 6/2/68,
LEVISON was extremely criticael of RUSTIN claiming that
RUSTIN had swept aside MARTIN LUTHER KING's program,

On the same date LEVISON exprecscsed his displeasure
over RUSTIN's changing the demands of the PPC to RALFH
ABERNATHY, SCLC President, ABERNATHY professed to know
nothing about RUSTIN's change of the demands of the SCIC and
LEVISON castigated ABERNATHY stating it was no way to run
an organization, LEVISON also questioned the necessity of
having a mase mobilization on 6/19/68 in Washington, D.C., :
stating 1t was not vital, !
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# 9 CONTINUED

ABERNATHY blamed ANDREW YOUNG for RUSTIN being
brought in to run the 6/19/6t mobilization and asked
LEVISON for advice, LEVISON said he did not feel he could
give advice to ABERNATHY under the existing conditlions,

Oon 6/4/68, LEVISON and ANDREW YOUNG discussed a
forthcoming SCILC meeting to be held in Washington, D,C,
LEVISON again brought up the RUSTIN matter stating that the
PPC effort in Washington was being sabotaged by actions
guch as dbringing RUSTIN in to lead the 6/19/68 mobilizetion,
They agreed to meet in Weshington on 6/4/6E.

This information was forwarded to the Bureau and
interested offices by airtel and LHM dated 6/5/6€ captioned

"SOIL = Racisl Mstters"

6/6/68

On this date, CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, SCIC legal
advisor from Chicago, and STANLEY LEVISON discussed CORETTA
KING's determination to keep the use of MARTIN LUTHER
KING's name for herself, They agreed that CORETTA hats been
convinced of this by HARRY WACHTEL, LEVISON also mentioned
a propoeition of ANDREW YOUNG, SCIC Executive Vice-President,
to set CORETTA KING up in an office with assistants,

On the same date, MARIAN LOGAN, SCIC Executive
Board member told LEVISON &out the unsavory conditions she
had found in the SCILC's Resurrection City in Washington,
D.C. She said she had compl®ined so bitterly that an
Administrative Committee meeting was to be held at the Pitt
Motel in Washington, D,C, on 6/7/68. They also discussed
BAYARD RUSTIN'’g call for support of the mass mobllization
scheduled for 6/19/bC.

This information was furnished to the Bureau by
letter and LHM dated 6/12/68, captioned "SCIC - Racial :
Matters™,
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# 9 CONTINUED <
6/17/68

On this date, STANLEY LEVISON discussed with
Congressman JOHN CONYERS of Michigan the National Committee
of Inquiry. LEVISON mentioned how he had developed and
mainteined the SCIC mail appeal for the past € years and
offered to conduct a similar operation for the National
Committee, Theg agreed to meet to discuss this 4in Washingion,
D.C., on 6/19/6E, before the SCLC's Poor People's Campaign
Solidarity Day march on Washington, D,C., LEVISON also
suggested that CONYERS atk CORETTA KING to join this committee,
He also said thet he favored HARRY BELAFONTE, SIDNEY POITIER
and RICHARD HATCHER, Mayor of Gary, Indiana,

LEVISON also recommended to COXYERS for employment
in CONYERS! Washington Office & young man whom he described
as & Cornell graduate who it involved in civil rights.

(It was subsequently indicated that this was
ROBERT FILNER, son of JOSEPH and SARAH FILNER, former CP
membere in Pittsburgh, Pa.; JOSEPH FILNER being an associate
of LEVISON,)

Thie information was furnished the Bureau by letter
and LHM dated 6/25/6E, captioned "STANLEY DAVID LEVISON,
Is -C .

6/26/68

On this date, STANLEY LEVISON discussed Congressman
JOHN CONYERS' Committee of Inquiry with MOE FONER of the Drug
and Hoepital Workers Union. He seid he was interested in
the committee because he felt it might be the new, young
responsible leadership (among Negroes). He asked FONER if
he would have space for a New York Office of the committee
and FONER said he would provide a desk and telephone.

This information was furnished the Bureau by $
Tattayr and TIM Aatad 7 /ER santianad TCNANTEY DAYTITD TERUTGANW !
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On this date, STANLEY LEVISON advised ANDREW
YOUNG that MARTY PERETZ (Harverd University lecturer),
who is in close contact with Senator EUGENE MC CARTHY,
wanted YOUNG and LEVISON to meet with MC CARTHY that week,

ILEVISON then contacted PERETZ and told him
YOUNG had agreed to the meeting as long as it was private.
PERETZ said he would contact LEVISON about the exact date
of the meeting.

This information was furnished to the Bureau,
Boston and WFO by teletype dated 7/5/68, captioned "STANLEY
DAVID LEVISON, IS=C",

7/19,21/68

N Oon 7/19/68, CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, SCIC legal advisor
in Chicago, and STANLEY LEVISON diescussed the composition of
new SCIC Research Committee suggested by RALPH ABERNATHY,
SCLC President. They agreed to & meeting of this committee

in New York City on 7/25/6t,

on 7/21/68, 1LEVISON was in contact with BAYARD
RUSTIN who told LEVISON of a request he received from RALPH
ABERNATHY to intercede with KORMAN COUSINS (Editor of
"Saturday Review") to get Mrs. ABERNATHY an invitation to
a conference of women being held in New York by COUSINS on
7/23/6€. RUSTIN elso told LEVISON of an attempt made to depose
ABERNATHY as the SCLC leader while he, RUSTYN, was coordinator
of the 6/19/68 mobilization.

RUSTIN also mentioned that ABERNATHY had requested
him to make a major speech at the forthcoming SCIC Naflonal
Convention and he and LEVISON discussed how RUSTIN should
handle this request. They also discussed the lack of
organization and leadership within the SCIC.

RUSTIN also mentioned his involvement with a
committee which is to support the challenge of the Hississippi
delegation to the Democratic National Convention.
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# S CONTINUED

On the same date LEVISON d RUSTIN

- contact with CORETTA KING at well acs the state of the :
leadership of the SCIC, He told her of the purpose of the
Research Committee and furnished to CORETTA's aide a
gpeech he had prepared for her.

This information was furnished to the Bureau
and interested offices by letter and LHM dated 7/24/68,
naptioned "SCIC - Racial Matters",

E/1/6€E

On this date, STANLEY LEVISON eand Congressman
JOHN CONYERS of Michigan discussed the Nationel Committee
of Inquiry being formed by CONYERS, CONYERS noted that an
office was being opened in Washington, D,C, and that a press
conference was being called for 8/2/5é. He further
named the members of the Executive Committee and noted that
members of the Nationzl Committee had met with Senator

ﬁ;z MC CARTHY in Detroit on 7/27/6E.

LEVISON and CONYEPS then discussed MC CARTHY with
- LEVISON telling CONYERS of a meeting he and ANDREW YOUNG had

= with Senator MC CARTHY. He noted that MC CARTHY did

eventually follow through on a number of things they suggested
to him.

Y
ey i
%
)

LEVISON also asked CONYERS about a msiling of a

-

----- } S

- fund appeal letter {which function LEVISON had offered to
EE? handlez and CONYERS said he had intended to contact LEVISON
i about 1it.
vt
E?, LEVISON agreed with CONYERS' 1dea to form a loose
- organization "Friends of the National Committee of Inquiry".
- LEVISON suggested that the Drug and Hospital Employees Union

could be helpful in New York and strongly recommended

& CLEVELAND ROBINSON, Treasurer of District 65, Retail Whole-

® gale and Department Store Workers Union for the Committee of

Inquiry., CONYERS agreed to contact ROBINSON immediately.
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Thie information was furnished th
+ &
[P 4

interested offices by urgent teletype ca

LEVISON, IS =~ C" on B/2/66.
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During the past 90 days voluminous pertinent
information has been received through this tesur depicting

the extent of Levison's influence over Mrs. King and SCLC
leaders. Levison's manipulations in regard to the presidential
candidates have also been indicated by this installation.

Some examples follow:

On May 16, 1968, Levison discussed the presidential
candidates and agreed that the main concern was to Btop
Vice President Humphrey's bid,

On June 3 and 4, 1968, Levison discussed a proposed

mass demonstration scheduled for June 19, 1968, in
Washington, D, C., in connection with the Poor People's

Campaign and vhy Bayard Rustin vas chosen to run the
demonstration.

On June 17, 1968, Levison discussed with Congressman
John Conyers of Hichigan the formation of a National Committee
Rhe: of Inquiry consisting of Negroes who decided yhether or not a
B candidate for public office should be endorsed.’ Levison also

S recommended a young man for Conyer's staff. The young man was
- subsequently identified as the son of former Communist Party

members,
k. CONdENTlAL
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. On July 4, 1968, Levison was instrumental in
arranging a meeting between Senator Eugene McCarthy and
Levison and Andrew Young, Vice President of the SCLC,

On August 1, 1968, Levison discussed the results
of the meeting of Senator McCarthy, Andrew Young, and
himself. He also discussed the composition of the Executive
Board of the National Committee of Inquiry and some of the
activities of that group,

Because of the extreme importance of knowing the
communist influence in the civil rights movement at this
critical time in the Nation's social history, plus the
demonstrated past value of this source, it is recommended
that it be continued for another 90 days.

The Attorney General authorized continuation
of this telephone surveillance effective July 1, 1968.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
New York, New York
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Stanley David Levison 0 s -

Internal Security-C
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A confidential source, who has fumnishéd reliable
information in the past, rec advised tha

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It

is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 1t and
to be distributed outside your agency, )
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TO
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SUBJECTSTANLEY DAVID LEVISON
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-"\ 00: NEW YORK
i

-

N Re New York teletype to Director and Chicago
dated 8/15/68, advising captioned individual planned to
be in Chicago during Democratic National Convention.
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Sources and informants of the Chicago Division
are unaware of LEVISON's presence Or activities in Chicago
duripg the Democratic National Convention.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . e

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

New York, New York
September 16, 1968

ALL INYCRNATION CONTATIED
HEREIR IS URIT*SSIF1IED) ~
EXCEPITEZE SHURA -~
OTHERKISE .~ B

Stanley David levison
Internal Security-Communist

A confidential source, who has furnished reli-
st, advised on September 9,
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Levisop, Internal SBecurity - Communist,™ '

— i i é
- m“ one copy of a letterhead -enorandu{l
dated 9/16/65, at New York, New York, captioned"Stanley David

N AN 4

i

N, o
|
1

d
-

HETRS TR T
1R

-
cONIJLNTIAL
-
Y .f.ﬂ"“'-?:_-!\*"."f‘; SR e .. e
- ' -), 4 N . ) - S,
-y RS o T W B lle i hed - - - N




".:; L O T v ) Cemn LT L .'_‘;.'_':.".j-"-.'.?"f_’_r. SR S _':‘,‘,_‘;:_ ..';‘..":1'."‘
;E} ::~ e e s et tma” wia Smat ‘.( ot e i B 1 T e ot . St s Vs e’ sttt ( ia.-n-—l—-}-uwm-an-l:mﬂ-h -t
Ly e o -
peE S [ - o
iﬁ% /
?""f B - r ' by
”:-}-gf“ (R1) 100-392452 ., ,E’QON g 1 E’PC/
o E HIREIN 1S VRCLASSTYLARI Y Lf‘w i -
- o DCEPTEARESEONN 4 October 7, 1968
Director OTHERNISE .
Bureau of Intelligence and Research ' L
Department of State O o

RE: STANLEY DAVIS LEVISON

INTERNAL BECURITY - COMMUNIST
Dear Sir:

e —

Reportis conceming the subject (or subjects) (X] have been [ are
being fumished to you under sepamte cover, - ———- - - — e

' Very truly yours,
““w-
o Edgar H
Director

Enclosure

1- Assistant Attomey General (lnclosuro)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF. )USTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . . _

Yow York, New York APPROPRIATE AGENCTES
October 15, 196 . ATDYLETD METICES
- - . poTTY WU T4
. . . [ e LA a.- .

. - ‘ R .- . . - ‘ - :
‘Cormvnist Infiltration of the Southern
Christian Leadorship Conference (SCLC) . .
Internal Security -~ C

A confidentiel source, who has furnished reliables - I

information in the past, ascertained on October 1, 1968
that on that date, Clarence Jonos was in contaet with
Stanley Levison. According to the source, Levison alluded’
to a meeting of tho Rational Cormittee of Inguiry held in
Gary, Indiana, the weokend of October 13, 1668, which he
said he attended.

' Levison noted that at the moeting there was a
ma Jjority ready to endorse Vice President Hubert Fumphrey
with qualifications but that Huaphrey made a tactical
mistake. BHe sald Hurphrey did not want to attond the

mesting and in addition came out with a "law &nd order"
speech the night before the meoting. Inevison steted that \

these two things changed the position of Andrew Young,
SCLC Executive Vico President and Richard Batchor. Gu-y,
Indiana Mayor.

Levison noted that when Young and Hatoher
changed their position in the middle of the mesting, the
- meeting aplit in bhalf and mothing could dbe accompl shod.
Ho sald there wes great concern that the committee must
© on, that it has a role to play in political 1ife and,

if it endorssd Humphrey, would be attacked by militants

REsn T = bt | b 4 -1

on the ground that it is just another nppondago of tho
Democrat Party.

This document contalins neither rooomendatiom
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).
It 1s the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and ite contents are not to be distributed outaide :our
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55§ Coremunist Infiltration of the Southern
. Christian Leadership Confersnce {SCLC) 3

. ,’L +
"The -New York Times", a New York City daily
- mewspapor, October 15, 1968, page 3,
colums 1-3 conteained an article "Negroes - -
Set Price to Aid Humphrey" datelined ’
October 14, 1968, at Gary, Indiana. This
article noted that & news sonfersnce had
been called to announce the decision of the
cormittee, roached the previous day, not
to give Vice President Humphroy even a qualified .
endorsenent. The article notes that the
cormittees was formed in March 1968, by
Representative John Conyers Jr. of Michigan
with the aid of Martin Luthor King to investi-
- geto the positions of the Presidential
candidates and make recommendations to the
Negro voters, ' :

A confidential source, who has furnished reliabdle
information in the past, on February 26, 1957, -
identified a photograph of Clarence Jones as a

person wvhom he knew during late 1953, or early -
1954, to be a member of and in a position !
of leadership in the Labor Youth League ‘EYL)'ISE o

The LYL has been designated pursusnt to Executive
Order 10450, ' :
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sta.nley Da.vid Levhm LT
Jueph B:mn Pilner -—=77

Ports smes piwmer . . - . L. L LT
bic-:

Joseph Filner is a white ; S
inches, heavy build, hazel eyes, iight ﬁrown ha.ir, vho SRS
was born on September 11, 1913. T s

five feet n:.ne

‘;-‘r—..é't_

Stanley Levison 1s a white, n:l.e. five reet um - 77T
eight inches, 155 pounds., bron greying hair, brown eyes - -~ .. -
and wears glasses, He was born May 2, 1912, ' S
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Department of State

pe. VETAKLEY DAVID LEVISON
SKTIRAL SECIRITY = COMMUNIST

Deer Sir: JOSCPR HYIAY ¥JLXER
SICUNITY MATTIT « COMMUNIST b/
e — T
b Y
.. W= _ N
Reports conceming the subject (or subjects) ] have been [Jare ~ '~ ° .
being fumished to you under separate cover. L

Very truly yours.

St A o, B,

‘; .TW
2
L Jobg Edgar H

Director
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1+ Assistant Attomey General (Enclosure)
Intermal Security Division
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ReNYlet, 11/15/68, captioned "STANLEY DAVID LEVISON;
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESIICGATION

In Reply, Plosse Rafer s New York, New York
File No. Bufile 'ioo-sgahgz November 26, 1968

NYfile 100-111180 ars
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Tl Stanley David Levieon SHomy
: Internal Security  Snimngy

’ Lo

A conrident:u.l source who has furnished
mfomation in the

This document containe neither - SE
recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. . -~
It ie the property of the FBI and 18 loaned
to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distribnted outside your ency. A
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- UN¥TED STATES GO . NMENT :
" Memorandum R
DIRECTOR, FBI (100-392452)%¢ E'mfl‘ NOV 29 ssa <

SAC, NEW YORK (100-111180)

a RO 1R 15
suRE STANLEY LEVISON ﬁ::‘m

%goz cNY) | ommn

There are encloeed for the Bureau 1]l coplee of an
LHM containing information from on 11/22/68
concerning STANLEY LEVISON'S an ELAFONTE!'S mtention
to persuade JOHN CONYERS to giv up hie post ae Chairman of the
National Committee of Inquiry. bl

Information copies of thie LEM ere being forwarded to
Atlanta, Detroit and Indianapolieeres—g pryr gy
, - ~v. REASOE-FCIN I, 1-
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Bufile 100-392452
NYfile 100-111180 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINGD) *
" HEREIN IS UNCLASSIPIER
EXCEPT WHERK SHORN -
Stanley Levison OTHERNISE .— _aach
Internal Security-C -

A confidential source, who has furnieshed reliable
information in the paet, learned on November 22, 1968, that on
that date both Stanley Levieson and Harry Belafonte were
critical of John Conyere (Congreseman from Detroit, Michigan).
Levieon and Belafonte agreed that Conyers ie not doing the

Job ae Chairman of the National Committee of Hquiry and that . ...

mae meccamd e msamas e B o A miimmms e B omem bl e e — e

they mugt perguade him to surrender thie siyion and make

it a rotating job with the first chail e either Dick

atcher (Mayor of Ga Indiana) or Juli ond (Georgfa
tor).

Subeequently, on November 22, 1968, the source learned
that John Conyere agreed to meet with Levison and Belafonte
at their convenience that weekend. Thie meeting was later
arranged for noon on November 23, 1968, at Belafonte's place. %)
Y

b

-

S’

l b
S : =) 2 GROUP § -
Thies document containe neithey\&@?? -d from
recommendatione nor concluesions of the ,7/ tttic down-
¢

It 1e the property of the FBI and is loaned and de-
to your agency; it and its contentes are not eifYcation.
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~ 8/11/68
On 8/11/68, ANDREW YOUNG, Executive Vice President,
SCLC and STANLEY LEVISON discussed putting scme competent
person in charge of £LC operatione in New York,

They aleo discussed the Poor People's representation
at the Republican National Convention with LEVISON eriticizing
RALPH ABERNATHY for being slow-witted. LEVISON aleo criticiged
ABERNATHY for going with Governor KIRK of Florida to the
communi}y where an outbreak of violence occurred during the
convention. :

YOUNG mentioned that he was supposed to give the
key-note address at the SCLC convention in Memphis, Tennessee
and mentioned what he planned to talk about. LEVISON offered
some suggestione,

This information was submitted to the Bureau and
interested offices by airtel and LHM, dated 8/13/68, and
captioned "COMINFIL SCLC; Is-C",

8/13/68

On 8/13/68, HARRY BELAFONTE a:d STANLEY LEVISON
discussed a request of CORETTA KING to requisition 50% of
the SCLC Fund, LEVISON explained that the fund involved was
the MARTIN LUTHER KING Memorisl Fund which was estadblished with
the underetanding that it be shared with CORETTA.

BELAFONTE asked LEVISON to discuss this matter with
SCLC aide, BERNARD LEE, when LEVISON met with him.on 8/14/68,
becauee BELAFONTE felt a confrontation was imminent between
It‘lég SCLC and CORETTA KING. LEVISON noted he would meet with

Thies information was furnished to the Bureau and
interested offices by airtel and LHM dated 8/15/68, and
captioned "COMINFIL SCLC; IS-C".
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8/15/68

On 8/15/68, HARRY BELAFONTE told LEVISOK that the
National Committee of Inquiry met with (Senator GEORGE 8.)
MC GOVERN on 8/14/68, and that there is no essential differences
hetween MC GOVERN and (Senator EUGENE) MC CARTHY.-

BELAFONTE asked LEVISON if he had any objection to
CORETTA KING endorsing a candidate., He also indicated that
he wae in favor of endorsing Senator MC CARTHY and felt the Committee
of Inquiry should endorse him,

LEVISON said he would go along provided the endorse-
ment 1ie carefully worded. He alsc said he would let CORETTA
KING know that he was in favor of her endoresing MC CARTHY.

BET A DANPE awmd TEUTOAL omwmand dhvasr amiTld ool
PRl Vi Bl LDV LIV B TEU RISy LWVWAW IV

that NIXON is an evil force and should de defeated,

LEVISON agreed to be in Chicago on 8/19/68 for a
meeting.

This information was sent to the Bureau and Chicago
by teletype dated 8/15/68, with copies to interested offices.
The teletype was captioned "STANLEY DAVID LEVISON; IS-C".

242168

On thie date the dource made availadble the travel
plans of STANLEY LEVISON to leave New York City on 9/19/68,
for a business trip to Quayaquil, Ecuador.

This information was furnished the Bureau by LHM
dated 9/16/68, and captioned "STANLEY DAVID LEVISON; IS-C".

10/6/68
On thie date the source advised that LEVISON had .
returned from Ecuador on the night of 10/5/68. t
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This information was furnithed the Bureau by LHM,
dated 10/9/68, under the subject's caption.

10/14/68

On 10/14/68, STANLEY LEVISON, in contact with CLARENCE
JORES, alluded to a meeting of the National Committee of Inquiry
held in Gary, Indiana, the weekend of 10/13/68, which LEVISON . ..

boad dmad o mowddco cccs emeafoe dam oo Baa oo
attended. LEVISON noted that the meeting was ready to endorse

Vice Preeident HUMPHREY with qualifications but that HUMPHREY'S
*law and order” epeech the night before plus his reluctance

to attend the meeting, changed the position of ANDREW YOUNG

and Mayor RICHARD HATCHER of Gary, Indiana. He said this split
the meeting and that no endorsement was made.

This information was furnished the Bureau and interest-
fficee by airtel and LHM dated 10/15/68, captioned "COMINFIL

- O

i
IS-G" -

On 10/28/68, LEVISON conferred with ANDREW YOUNG, about
Senator EUGENE MC CARTHY'S forthcoming endorsement of Vice
President HUMPHREY on 10/30/68. YOUNG said he had arranged the
meeting at which the announcement would be made, YOUNG also

sald that MC CARTHY wanted him to arrange a meeting with HUMPHREY,

LEVISON felt that MC CARTHY would meet with HUMPHREY
reluctantly and does not want to arrange the meeting himeelf,
LEVISON suggested having one OFIELD DUKE in Washington,D.C.
handle the arrangements.

LEVISON also discussed CORETTA KING'S endorsement of
HUMPHREY at a press conference on 10/29/68, ,

Thie information was furnished to the Bureau and

ianta by "ceie‘tyRe 10/28/68, with copies to interested offices.

At
It wae captioned "COMINFIL SCILC; IS-C".
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Levison, a long-time communist, was a principal advisor
to the late Martin Luther King, Jr., and King's Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC), He has continued in this capacity
for King's successor and King's gidgue He is particularly
active 1n fund-raising and his counsel is lought in a number of
sreas in the field of civil rights, including political considerations,
Because of this communist influence, this tesur is of great value
and importance to national security.

During the past 90 days, this tesur has furnished an
abundance of information concerning lLevison's influence over the
affairs of the SCLC and over other aspects of the civil rights
movement. The source has furnished considerable information about
the "in-fighting" within the SCILC in which friction and dissension
hsve developed since the death of King. Also, information was
received about the activities of the National Committee of Inquiry
concerning the 1968 national elections., This committee is composed
of a number of Negroes who evaluate political candidates and decide
wvhich candidates will be endorsed., Levison was in on the setting
up of this committee and has been frequently contacted concerning

its deliberations,

Because the civil rights movement is a target for
Commumnist Party influence and control, the valuable information
received from this tesur is unique in “that Levison's position in
the civil rights movement has made him the trusted confidant of
a number of civil rights leaders, activists, and manipulators who

are gquite candid in their discussions with him because of his 1

history of association with them and/or their associates,
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- It is recommended that this source be continued
for another 90days. ‘

The Attorney General authorized continuation of this
telephone surveillance for three months effective

October 1, 1968.
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) ALL INPORMATION CONTAINED 1 .
- (RI) 100-392:52 MEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED

vyCEPT TUERE SHOWE rﬂbﬂ' 3, 1968
OFRERWISE .—
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(o 6/ O REPSOM. Friee 1.£2£ Fon
DATE OF REVIEW, . (%~ X5
’ RE: BTANLEY DAVID LEVISON Sl

i
( INTERNAL SECURITY = COMNURIST “a5/1
Dear Sir: JOSEPH HYMAN FILNER

4 @ Very truly yours,
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The &tto;ney General under date of 12/31/68 approved r{l
our recuest for continuation of Electronic Surveillances for
2 period of tkree months effective 1/1/69. His mpproval NS
vas noted ip writing on our mexorandum of 12/24/68, which is Q

attached in an exhibit envelope. &s in the past, an appropriate 3
record will be made in each case file showing Attorney General'’s - ;

epprovel.
ACTICI: <
None. For information. \\\\
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70: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-392452) . G‘SW
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-111180) _ '
SUBJECT: STANLEY DAVID’LEVISON

INTERNAL SECURITY - C
.(00: NY)

- L)
There are enclosed for the 1l €opies’ OF

an LHM containing informetion rromMOn 2/17/63,
which concerns 8 diecussion betwee v L end STANLEY
LEVISON concerned with the National Committee of Inquiry.

el —

The NYO has no informetion concerning the JESSIE

e ——

BELL mentioned in thie IHM. LEVISON atked OYDELL if he gaw
HATCHER &nd O'DELL replied that he didn't see him directly but
saw his "chief". LEVISON ssked if this was JESSIE BELL and
O'DELL eaid it was. O'DELL then said he would de in Aocuch

with "him" the next dey snd LEVISON said that aAm Bzmom)
wante to have dinner with "him".

P

"him" referred to is
and in order to maske thi

RICHARD HATCHER of Gary, Indi
in the LHM. //M 209
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uNCED STATES DEPARTMENT OF(GsTICE

YEDERAL BUKEAU OF INVESTIGATION
New York, New York

ﬁ'ﬁ"hm' Febursry 20, 1363 : v .
NYfile 100-1111 " HEREIR IS UNCLASSIFIED ~#
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN .
OTHERWISE &
Stanley Datid Levison o .

Internal Security - Communist

A confidentisl source, who has furnished reliable
inform-tion in the past, sscertained that on February 17, 1363,
JAck O'Dell and Stenley Levison discussed matters pertaining -
to the Nstionasl Committee of Inquiry (NCI). O0'Dell, who
indicated he had returned to New York from a trip out of
town,\told Levison thet he hed not seen Hatcher (Mayor
Richard\Hatcher of Bary, Indlane) but did see Hatcher's )
assistant, one Jessid Bell. O'Dell indiceted he was uncertain
sbout one point to be “brought up and contacted Levieon because
he plenned to be in touch with Hatcher on February 18, 1363.

levison said he had made arrangenents with Harry
(Belefonte) who would like to hsve dinner with him. He
suggested that 0'Dell sask Hatcher if he could be available
for the dinner get together. He added that 0'Dell could tell
him that Herry 2nd himself want to discuss the KCI.

Levison felt thet if Belafonte had no objection,
0'Dell should be present but 0'Dell was hesitant. Levison
explained that O'Dell's presence might be good but that he would
not force this issue with Belafonte if Belsfonte felt the
dinner should only includesthcee who have been involved in
the NCI. Levison, eccording‘to the source, finglly felt 0'Dell

: should not be present because they were golng to\have to say
a great deal that will be confidential about Johr\Conyers,
Congressman from Detroit, Michigan, e

This document containg neither " GROVP ¥V !
recommendations nor conclusions ExcIudfd from J
of the FBI. 1t is the property automgtic downgrading
of the FBI sand is loened to your and geclpesification.

sgency; it and its contents ere
not to be distributed outside
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Stanley Detid Levison ‘ : ‘ .l

The NCI was formed in June, 1968,

with Congressman John Conyers of
Michigsn as its temporary chsiimsn.

It was anncunced as a penel of lesding
Negroes in the United States whose

purpose was to evaluate all Presidential .
candidates. ) :

: ‘l ,.':--'—‘-‘-‘ ' .
Ja::\D'Dell is 1isted in the Fell, 1368,

fesue of "Frexdomways" Magezine, under ¢ )
the name J, H?}P'Dell, as its Assoclate
Managing Editor. T

A characterization of ?reedomways
Associstes, Incorporsted, publisher of
"rreedomways" Magazine is attached.

The YCL has been deséﬁnated pursuant
to Executive Order 10450. _
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& | R APPENDIX -
-FREEDOMWAYS ASSOCIATES, INC. - .

The records of the New York State Secretary of
. §tate, Albany, New York, show that the Certificate of
Incorporation of Freedomways Associates, Inc., was filed on
March 2, 1961, )

On May 24, 1961, a source advised that a report was
given on "Freedomways" at a meeting of the National Board,
Communist Party, U.S.A, (CPUSA), held on May 24, 1961. It
was stated that the central purpose of "Freedomways" is to
develop a theory and positive criticism of currents in the
Negro Movement, as well as to raise the level of understanding
and discussion taking place in Negro life today and to project

- & socialist and pro-Soviet orientation.

s wra ——

On May 25, 1961, a second source advised that
*"Freedomwayse" was set up for the CPUSA by JAMES JACKSON,

The Second Quarter, 1966, issue of "Freedonmways,"
self-described as "A Quarterly Review of the Negro Freedonm
Hovement" published by Freedomways Associates, Incorporated,
799 Broadway, New York City, lists the following as its
editorial staff:

JOHN HENRIK CLARKE, Associate Editor -
ESTHER JACKSON, Managing Editor .
J. H. O'DELL, Associate Managing Editor

JOHN L. DEVINE, Art Editor

F Y .“-:-‘ -msten s madea merad¥WTa oalfommmaddoe mam
N WidiWNW BUUIGCE BAUME GVaELLAEDAT LIV LaALAL Wil

July 1, 1964, indicating that JOHN HENRIK CLARKE attended
the first and founding meeting of the American Institute

for Marxist Studies (AIMS) whfch was held on December 19,
1963, and continued on January 10, 1964,

. This source aléo made availadble information on }
ﬁgggst l4, 1964, indicating that CLARKE is an "Associate” of !

On March 16, 1966, a fourth source advised that
JAMES JACKSON, accompanied by his wife, ESTHER JACKSON, was
scheduled to depart on March 25, 1966, from the United States
en route to Moscow to attend the 23rd Congress of the CP
of the Soviet Union. This source described JAMES JACKSON
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Stenley Datid Levis&PPENDIX (CONT'D)

- FREEDOMWAYS ASSOCfATESl INC. (CONT'D)

;s a member of the Kational Committee, CPUSA.

This source advised in July, 1862, tﬁat_ls of
that period, O'DELL was considered by the CPUSA, as being
- a member of its National Committee. '

On January 30, 1961, SYLVIA M. BRENNER DEVINE
815 South 50th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, advised
that her former husband, JACK DEVINE, mentioned on December
17, 1960, that he was still in the CP and that ithe CP is his
whole life. :

4

On July 24, 1963, a fifth source described JOHN
.DEVINE as a CP member, , : .

7
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Memorandum

'cow?ﬁmw,
DIRECTOR, FBI (100-392452) pare:  FEB 28 k@

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIRED
SAC, NEW YORK (100-111180) HEREIN IS UNCLASSTPIED
. EXCEPT FHERE SHOWN

. OTHEENISE
STANLEY DAVIS—LEVISON o

RM, IS=-C b;
(oo NEW YORK) £b

There are enclosed for
nformation fro

CLASS. &
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .y4 yn#GRMUATION CORTALNaL)

New York, New York mr:ﬁ i§uncx.ussum s o
I N -
Péruary 28, 1969 nc:? l;t%“/ -

Stanley David levison . - Rac:lll Matters,
Internal Security-c

A conridential oource who has furnished relia
information in the L
</

/
/

b

- This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), It
is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and
its contents are not to de dutr:l.buted outaide your agency.
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Date: "m“ EﬂTm
_ ate: 2/27/59 . 1 T
Transmit the following in _ ALD INFORMATION ALRD ’.
) (Type in pleiniest ot code) SXCEPT sn“:n‘; T
Vio _ AIRREL. orEmMISE .- ! .7

. T0:  DIRECTOR, FBI (100-332452) .- o
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-111180) - rr'-k

] Searecr:  stanteYEvIsoN G- ' \?(Y |
RACIAL MATTERS,

15-C _ 2

contazt between Congreseman. WYERS of Detroit and
STANLEY LEVISON about the National Comm:ttee of Inquiry.

- ——— - There £re encioted for the Bureau 1] cOpies of an 1HM }.
; \f' conta ‘ning inform:2tion frem cn 2/25/€3, concerning a

| el ——

. Informztion coples of this LHM are being furnished
Atlanta, Detrolit and WFO. To Atlente because of Its interest
in LEVISON and his reletions with the SCIC and to WFO because
of its interest in the NCI. Detroit has an interest in JOHN
CONYERS. ' : .

N

Bureau (Encls., 11ENGLOSU

Atlanta (INFO) (RM Enc) 1
Detroit {INFO RM N‘lj ne ){

l- Weehington Fiel

1- New York (100-111604
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3i- Ner _York 100-111180 1&3)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

New York, New York
Februery 27, 1963

Bu 100-111180  yys, yRPOR:ATION CORTAIRED

Y¥IrZIF 1S UNCLASSIFIED :; 1’;—.1141_
KEYT FHERE SHOWN Q yeie. Boom —
OTHAEYISE .~ - - L Misa Gandy

R [ —

Stanley David Levison
Raciel Mstters-Internsl Security-
Conmmunist

A conflidgntiel source, who has furnished relisble
information in fh¢ past, advised on Februasry 25, 1969, that
Congreseman Johny-onyers of Detroit and Stenley Levison.
discussed the Netionsl Committee of Inquiry iNCI). According
to the source, lLevison suggested that, in view of the ~
demands on Conyers' time, someone else should be given the
responeibility of moving the NCI forward. Levison stated
the NCI cennot move without contect with Conyers and suggested

they schedule an executive committee meeti;?. Conyers agreed.

. % . ﬂf
Levison 8150 mentioned thet HarryABelafonte, who fs most
interested in the NCI, ie disappointed with the may things
are going. He edded thzt he and Belafonte asgree that things
sre not going right in the (civil rights) movement and that
there i no direction in the movement.

Levison agreed with Conyers that there hardly is a
movement, He 8aid one of the reasons for thie 1& the inactivity
of the lezderchip. He aleo mentioned that no one has come
forward with 8 program. Pre meme—— T

'This document conteins neither
recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI., It is the property

of the FBI and it losned to your and dehlassification.

egency; it and its contente are )

not to be dietributed ogutside ' 11

your agency. g» -
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Stenley Devid Levison : T

Levison expressed the opinion that the movement
must turn political and Conyéys sgreed. He meintsined that
the beeis wee leid byshe 019 'civil rights movement, that
the movement hee no issue to move it, end that it hes to
be picked up by politicsl power. According to Levison, the
one place there is power is in political power beceuse Negroes
heve the numbers which will gusrantee it. However, nobody
hee orgenized it es yet.

Conyere edvised Levison he would meet with Levison
and Belafonte on Merch 13, 14, 1363, - Tt T

bl

bi

The YCL hats been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,




Domestic Intelligence Divisien

INFORMATIVE NOTE e .

e 2/28/69 -

Attached concerns conversation
between Stanley Levison, long-time
secret Communist Party member and
advisor to late Martin Luther
King, Jr., and Congressman John
Conyers, of Detroit, regarding
National Committee of Inquiry, a
Negro group formed during last
election to pass on political
candidates, Conyers to meet with
Levison and entertainer Harry
Belafonte. Informatian will be
disseminated to Secret Service,
military intelligence agencies,
and appropriate divisions of the
Department, -: = . b
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FEDERAL SUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_._L Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the follamng statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

(X] Deleted under exemption(s) é/ : with no segregable
material available for release to you.

[0 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
O Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[T Document(s) originating with the following govermnment agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

————— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following govemnment agencylies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI.

w— Paget(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

[ For your information:

2] The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
SO0~ BP2YE2- 3385

DELETED PAGE(S)
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0

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[0 Docomentis) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
., was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

e Pagels) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI.
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1111/68 ° A S S Y
on 11/11/68 the Source furnished the travel plans of T

STANLEY LEVISON and JOSEPH FILNER and their wives for a

trip to Jepan and return. _ - o

.

This 1nrorm~tion wag rurnished to the Bureau by letter
and LHM dated 11/15/68, captioned "STANLEY DAVID LEVISON,
IS-C : JOSEPH HYMAN FILNER, SM-C . .

/OBIER . ol o il __'____”_'"__ _;__.'-.;'___.;_1_ el I
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On 11/24/68, the eource advised that STANLEY LEVISON :
was 111 with the flu and that he 2nd his wife had cancelled
their trip to Japan. L L e e et

This information wee furnished to the Bureau by letter
snd LHM dated 11/26/68 captioned "STANLEY DAVID LEVISON; Is-C".

- - . - - . A - - - ces -

-

- . 0n 11/18/68, STANLEY LEVISON discussed with CORETTA ﬁING .
the subJect matter of an sddress which she weg to deliver et .
a dinner on 11/22/68. LEVISON paid he had prepared a draft of .

thics addrages for OORETTA and would sat tha £innl drnf‘f fn he.

[ ¥ YWl W a4 Wi wwildd A A IS WSS haded L -3 LT 1= -l A - -

This information waeg furnished the Bureau and Atlanta )
by letter end LHM dated 11/22/68, ceptioned "COMINFIL SDLC; - .
IS C L] oo

11/22/68 e ....'_;.;

On 11/22/58 STANLEY LEVI“ON and BARRY BELAFONTE were

" 4

‘eritical of JOHN CONYERS (US Congressman from Detroit).- “They

agreed thzt CONYERS is not doing the job as Chairman of the . .. .
Nationel Committee of Inquiry and that they must persuade him -
to surrender thie position and make it a rotating posltion.-“-;?-

. | | -:3
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N On the same date CONYERS agreed to meet with LEVISON iﬁd
- ELAFONTE on 11/23/68 st BELAFONTE's olace.__ "’ > L

Thie information was sent to the Bureau and 1nterested
offices by letter snd LHM dated 11/29/68 captioned "“TANLEY
LEVISON; 1s-C".

future reletionship with the SCLC. YOUNG Baid that O'DELL
hae agreed to work in New York and indicated that part of hie work
would concern the film on M. L. KING, Jr. )

12/3/68 , _ .
' S On 12/3/68, STANLEY LEVISON and ANDREW YOUNG, Executive -
?d ———- Vice President of the SCLC, diecussed JACK Q'DELL and bhis - .

-

LEVISON expresced hie 1ntention to follow up on this
mstter with O'DELL.

Thie information wes furn!ehed the Burezu snd Atlanta

by letter and LHM deted 12/9/68, captioned "COMINFIL SCIC; |
IS C . A . .- ’ ) .
o 12/7/68 co T Lo ;_:'~"“*j
. On 12/7/68 STANLEY LEVI“ON and :Acx o'DELL diacussea |

O'DELL'e working with the SCLC. O'DELL s8id he was con31der1ng
working for the SCLC but wanted to discuss it wibh LEVISON.
Hé noted that he had met with ANDREW YOUNG, ECLC Executive

Vice Precsident, and had sttended the last day of a three-day
SCLC staff meeting but wanted more insight from LEVISON.

. " They sgreed to meet for further diecussion on 12/9/53. o
' + . #t LEVISON's office. I R Toe L e
Tl O'DELL, was obs erved with LEVI SOX 'e.-._;a,,’gf_’ue.'_;_l_a,_. R

o
-y

Thie information was sent to the Bureau and Atlanta by Mi

- | letter end LHM dated 12/12/68, ceptioned ."COMINFIL E&CLC; . ;;?_5
1s-C", .
«2B-
|£0NFMNITW.'
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on 1/6/69, STANLEY LEVIQON told HARRY HACHTEL that BRI >
JACK O'DELL will huve three functions with the SCLC, one, -~ . =~ -
the picture project on the -1ife of M, L. KING, Jr.j two, - .. -
future SCLC benefits; and three, whatever officec are - T
§till operaeting in New York that ere etill SCLC or quasi SCLC

On the same datg LEVIQON gave advic t_ CO RE'ITA KING

ontmetters thet involved her personally. : s

Thie informtion was sent to the Bureeu and interested T
.-'ofricee by airtel and THM captioned "COMINFIL 8CLC; IS-G_L__Q_-___
Y" T - " ‘; T

Coapp, a2/69 . ¢ oot T el AT

o

On 1/12/63, STANLEY LEVISON commented on & meeting
recently held in Atlenta, Ge. concerning the M.L. KING
Memorial Center. He s2id &t was hoped that the four blotke
from KING'e home to the church will be made into a memorisal
center. He said he got the sost 1nvolved down to 20 million
dollers. . o

oA - &

- on 1/13/63, LEVISON again’ referred to neeting concerned ;;,.
. with the M, L. XING Memorial Center. .He said that KING®s father
.- preised him, LEVISON, et the meeting wnich speech devastated -
Professor VINCENT HARDING who is eupposed to be in cherge of‘the

center. He said this was B0 becasuse HARDING is & black .
nationalist and dislikes LEVIQON. : ' -~-37?

" This 1nformatlon was sent to the Bureau and Atlanta by
airtel and LHM dated 1/15/69, captioned "COMINFIL SCLC, IS-C“

- - P

| ;l‘ " on 1/13/69, STANLEY LEVISON stated that JOSEPH FILNWER .-
. hae nurchasad 2 manor house in Enzland ramnlata H1+h_--. \-':'_'_

Fri-o-J y“‘ widE oW = AUV E AWl W W il S AE Y AN W WAL O o W -a wes

chauffeur and servents and plsns to spend three months eech -
- year in Englend uorking on 8 proJect ?not expleined).-, B f; _=~
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.| This inform:tion was forwarded to the Buresu by letteru C ko,
and LHNM dated 1/?0/59, end captioned WJOSEPH HYMAN FILNER; - f’ !

SM C . . . . . . N bR ]
1/27, 28/63 . o Co TR e
On 1/27/69, STANLEY LEVISON told SCLC official JOSEPH . -

LOWERY that the new SCLC money eppeal lefter should contain .
a stetement on enti-semitism especially in the New York o
area. LOWERY agreed but sald he would discuss it with SCLC s

- ’ h . ) ~ “-—'.'.‘ .
~a

President RALPH ABERNATHY.” =% ===« = 1= -

They 8aleo discuesed a recent statement by JAMES BEVEL,-F R
BCLC officiel, regerding the innocence of JAMES EARL RAY, - o
alleged assassin of M,L.KING, Jr. LEVISON was critical ... s
of ABERNATHY'e stetement supporting BEVEL.

On 1/28/63, DORA MC DONALD, SCLC Secretary told LEVISON
thet ABERNATHY ha2d wanted to talk to LEVISON beforeia press ..
conference he was holding to get LEVISON's edvice on what he

chnu;l_d sav concarning the REVE]L matter,
gnoulad g2y ncerning Lne ZLvViL ----.‘, e :_._ ¢ "

“ne : This informstion was sent to the Bureau end 1nterested ‘,__“p
offices by eirtel and LHM dated 1/30/ 9;wceptioned "CONIIFIL,u,. .

SCLC, 1s-Cc".

—_ - . P - - - - R e —— oL . - s

20769 e eI

on 2/4/63, DORA MC DONALD, scLe secretary contacted r;hy‘\_
STANLEY LEVISON concerning CORETTA KING's intention of . .

. contacting President NIXON thateafternoon to ask for help e
uith the M L KING Hemorial Center.-'f _;i__ .a"ﬂﬁ‘z: _,;Eévqf'_

LEVIQON counseled that there WaE nothing urong with thls

ag long as CORETTA took the approach that it ig not 2 ...~ -2l .. Ry

o e agy WA s B e e - == S 2 48

- question of asking the President for a fevor but rather that i o
the government owes it to the Negroes and to the nemory of.- =y
M.L. KING, Jr. to establish & memorial., ~ - SR SR S 1{?*
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Levison is a long-time comrunist., He was a principal
advisor to the late Martin Luther King, Jr., and King's Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). He has continued in
this capacity for King's widow and to a certain extent to King's
successor in the SCLC, Ralph D. Abernathy. The fund-raising
for the SCLC is under Levison's general supervision and his

. counsel is sought in s number of areas in the civil rights
field, including political considerations. Because of this
communist influence in a efvil rights organization with the
stature of the SCLC, this tesur i{s of great value and importance
to national security.

During the past 90days, this tesur has continued to
furnish valuable information concerning Levison's influence over
the affairs of the SCLC, other aspects of the civil rights
movement, his evaluation of various civil rights issues, his
influence over political figures active in eivil rights, apnd
the friction and dissension present in the SCLC under
Abernathy's leadership. Information from this surveillance
vhich was given high level dissemination included the employment
of Jack O'Dell, member of the Communist Party, USA, National
Committee, as aide to the President of the SCLC; and the
intention of Coretta King to contact President Nixon regarding
the Martin Luther King Memorial Center which she wants the
Govermment to establish.

This telephone surveillance was last approved
by the Attorney General on 12/31/68.

It i3 recommended that this léurce be continued '
for another 90 days. ]
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The Attorney General under date of 3/28/69 approved
"bur request for continuation of Electronic Surveillances for
a period of three months effective 4/1/69. His approval
was noted in writing oz our memorandum of 3/24/69, which is
attached in an exhibit envelope. As in the past, an appropriate
record win be made in each case file showing Attormy General's

upprova.&.

ACTION:
None. For, information.

Enclosure .

66-8160

m bad!

1l - Mr, Sullivan

= Mr. Branigan
Cotter
- uro Go c. IOOI'O
- Gray
= Mr, ¥annall

- Mr, C. D. Brennan _
boe

bt BF b Pt fud e Pt
] ]
EEE
[ -

o .

AL n'*f\n'mm" cor TN“ED e e

.: HEPFL: i LY © 5
L Arr 1 ol 2 BE e bo ;.-g

s

e M- hunel - 2y 5 e
SR s e RPNy

4, T g L T

BRI T

- -
“"""1,—."{ ’, bl A Srh g
= LA f’:+‘- P 4N ‘ Tl -

. e e e W A N S S S ST s
e i T e TR 1 NS T M 7 1 e g T = e e e



- - - -

e TR, e s
v UNITED STATES GOY.  ANMENT €3
3 i
2 Memorandum
:,:s . )
. .
§ DIRECTOR, FBI (100-392452) DATE:  4/17/69
'} ALL IRFORVATION CORTATNED
A SAC, NEW YORK (100-111180)  HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN -
OTHERWISE .. “d-
STANLEY DAVID LEVISON 5 Riaanue!
RM; IS-C
(00:” NEW YORK)
ReNYlet and LHM, 2/28/69. '
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on information from
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T0:  DIRECTOR, FBI (100-392452)
FROM:  SAC, NEW YORK (100-111180) S

S8UBJECT: STANLEY ON
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Ju Nicply, Plasse Rifer v May 27, 1969
File Negutile 100-392!432 ! _
NYfile 100-111180 : 4
8tanley Levison | E
!‘,‘,’I:,‘,",.’ AT O A TIED Recial Matters-
n{.?_,,.wm . Internal Security—wmwwmrr'
PIHERWISE -t -

‘\

UNITED STATES DLPH(TMFI\T OF JUSII/

FEDLRAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION
New York, New York

- A confidentiel source, who has rurnished 1ab
information in the past, leerned on Nay 24, 1959, that .
date Stenley Levieon asked Fannie Lou a.mer to appear on & ), , c=
program with Coretta King, widow of Mamin Luther King, Jr.,—<

on May 29, 1969, in Charieston s South Ce¥»olina, Harer agreed

to appeer on this progrem which, the source hes advised, is

concerned vith the strike of hospital workers in thet city. _ )

‘According to the source, levison inquired how the mé.i.l
return to an cppeal was progreseing.  Hamer adviced him that
the return has becn sensational, She gaid that they have banked
$17,000 elready and have an other $1,000vhi ch hes not been _ummmmen

I E

deposited. )
Levieon advised that he had forr:arded $2, ooov
- her which ghe ghould receive on May 26, 1969. bre.

The source advised that Hamer wes lavish in her,
praise of Levieson telling him that people used to £y they
would reise money for themtut they would get only a small
anount, BShe said that nothing like what has happened has

\'\ﬁﬁﬂal‘ Gn ‘l\n\- hafrna
ever ha_uy CL PBRiUIC.

‘ The source was unadble to advise vhether lLevison had
lprepared a fund-gppeal letiexr for Hamer,

Stanley lLevison
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