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WERORANDUM TOR R, TOLSON,

b7&

Please be informed tha
in ¥r, Stanley's OfTire talenhoned ina wanted 20
kaow if thers were any further developments with
o the allegution oade by Senatsr Norris
re to the coiduct of Special igent J. R
‘\'Smen, stating that the last information ther had J
received was a zemaranduz from the ™Mractor dated —
July 23rd, transaitting a conr of & memsrantim
prepared in the Division concerning sn intervisz
hed ®ith ¥r. Green regerding thts astter.

I informed him thst there had bee~ =3
wiher developments with regard to this case.
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a £O%y o p Stenler
dated July 2rd togsther with $hs oouorandus
transmifted therewith. Thi

Stanlay today.
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ESMORARIGM FOR ¥R, WILLI=M S2R05T,
THX ASSISTANT 0 THE AFTOSEYY GERERAL,

197(, In pursuance of the telehomic romest of

A - 7 otrico tocey, T treneattriag 0

Fu heresith 4 soy of uy sswnadum sddressed o yom

under Cste of July Z3rd, togathar wlil iis omcliowiTe

nfmhwmmm-hmmtxﬁﬂ
J. R. Creen of txis Divisfon by Ueited Jtstes Semstor
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KIRORANDUM }Ot THE FILE

On Oeteober {, 193, _n ATy
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Wl Yo pmertaln cllegidtons of Jeartor Norrfa on voa fleet it Ghedial

.,

,;i,,.‘ﬂ:. e M flresn neo extrestes oartein codhaen s Srox Sencior Norrls?! safe;

i c*.m:t.:q*t;r:_oﬁ nammz-,}, VERubar 3y 193 end - -
fo 1t s ;

t¥vised his 4 BooDpy Wl tls senorebiim woylo boog _;-;3“ o nim bt
sseertrined St on the sums drte Mr. udnn hro ternsmiited e comy of
tnls Bamoer 5:itn L

e 2R bk A th

\{Q
Y 3

1ot gs

o g




Mr, Baithan
1
Rr. Te.acv‘ il

WILLIAM STARLEY
FUg SOSBT 04T TR TIE K TTGRNEY SE0RAL. wir. Clegy .. seeve
e bowgl REs .

O gt ~

Bepartment of Fustice v, Gy
THashington

=

o
A

A P, TERECY L niren

December 18, 1934, U o

MEQEARIUM FOR MR. ECQVER

Letter of Docember 12 to the Attormey General
from Senatyr Norris, concarning this laiterla
&ia aotuments, ete,

o . .

Jurthar corrsspoanisn
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Wi win e

¥illiiam Stanley
The Asslstant to the Attorney
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Norris,

deted Decesber 12, 1934 mad sddressed w the Atwrney Gene « Par-

ticnlar reference 1: made to the followin

SRELL fai buesh 12‘9?@1’3

*I notlics you ey in your letier taat H¥r,

Green claiss thiz: fnvesi
RS mm:i::g RS Helde at a,y rejuest.
I never zade any
:‘.g =rout it,

3tatenent is m‘i‘uu,"

'... —
Lanl reuesd mad Knew

until he ¢:lled 1o ose

Hebraska ™ e

A, effort zes oode to locate a co .y of

vetlon ehich he
This

the letter of “he

Attorney Genersl céated Ontote x- 5, 1934, adirerzed to Senator dorris,
w wilen Senator NHorriz refers in his letter, tut no co 7 of this

isiter coula be locsted in the De-artment’s file.

It is coted that

taa fovestiration whicr Scecial Acent Girnan wzg ranductins st the

ilme Lenslor Norris slleces e removerd -=oers fxon nis gafe j‘:ma.tor

NOTTIE') FYE YW Yre Trot entliled Robe

ztice

Act, Division Ile 56-158. + investigation az8 'nstimuo as &

result of Ly lo?"owa Py 30 tE
liorris d~ted March 23, 1931 and April 1

Prs
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s 193z,

y )
to Senator Korris, made Teleraice to his 1etwrs inting ong ﬁzt

ths investigation was m‘igizn.hy iastituted st SRe Senatorts rggned:.
There - ia nothing in the Diviafon ﬁ.lc 1o indt mte that’ Speci.sl' ;




Elthout hsrisg ACCESs %o Lie letley whiCh was asarsesed
to Zenator Horrls over the Attormer Genersd's siguature on Octoder
5, 1934, 1t zan not be deflaltely deterzined as to just wnab
Senutor Norrls hap referente @ 1ir the zbove guoted ststenent Irom
wir lecwer. There iz, oo sourse, toas sossibility thsd he may have
siofaterzrensd the A%tarney Ganernl's letter.
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WEMORANDUM FOR MK, TOLSON.

cord purposes, please be :nformed that
n ¥r. Stanley's office telephoned
~ith reg= to the intervies had with Soecisl spent
J. R.¢Creen concerning the allegaiion of Seastsr
b & § Norris thst Sreen extracted certain phoers, documcnis,
1 end an insurance policy from the Sennt.r's sufe.
3 stated that a lstler had been recelved Trom
enutor Norrie in resnonse toc 3 18tter from the Nex
'*“*“”partnent;~en wateh-lottor the Seawlor Stntei ihal A€ .

= yeited the jnstant invesiiguiico.
sunted to koow i this wsas & fect.

I ealled his ettention to the =emcrsadum of
the Directsr prepeared on July 3, 1934 addressed to
Mr. 2tanley vith perticular reference to the third
and fourth piregraphs appearing on pages 1 wnd 2,
which stated ve had furniszked him with the faformation
he desired to have.

Respectinlly,
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| ‘ MFMORANDUL FOR THE DIRECTOR
: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

/

[ Attention: Mr. Tdm o~

There are attached 10 copies of press release covering

exchange of letters between 1Senator,;Norris end Attorney General
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 1, 1940

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

The Department of Justice today made public the attached
correspondence between Senator George W. Norris .and Attorney General

Robert H. Jackson.
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February 22, 1940

Honorable Robert He. Jackson
4ttorney General
Department of Justice
Waskington, D. C.

¥y dear Mr. Jackson:

It is with considerable hesitancy that I write you upon the
subject of the activities of the Federal Pureau of Investigation. I have
heard so many complaints of the activities of this Bureau that it has
seemed to me I ought to write you regarding them,

I have made no attempt fo investigate the various charges I have
heard, tut from what I have lLeard, from scurses T helisve o be relisblc,
I cannot help but reach the conclusion that there is some well-grounded
fear that the activities of this Bureau are overstepping and over-reaching

the legitimate objects for which it was created,

I have also heard considerable complaint as to the treatment which
has been given by this Bureau toc persons arrested, tending to humiliate
prisoners unnecessarily, often to prevent them from pursuing the ordinsry
meens and methods which, it seems to me, under the Constitution ought to
be open to everyone who is charged with & crime, These caomplaints have
been so widespread and some of them have been given such publicity that
you ere perhaps as well aware of them as I am, and know better than I would
know whether the legitimate rights and liberties of any of our people have
been frustirated and denieds

For example, it has been alleged and given considerable publicity
that in Detroit quite e number of persons were errested and handeuffed to-
gether, and their pictures teken in this condition, As I understand it,
the charge against these people was thet they had assisted men to enlist
in the Loyelist Lrmy in Spaine. They were not eriminals; there was no
reason to believe that any of them would try to escape. They were not
charged with an offense that had eny odium attached to it, snd yet they
were treated as if they were wdll known to be criminals of the lowest type.
This treatment of any citizenm has o tendency to coerce him, +to -break him
down, to disgrace him unnecessarily, and is, it seems to me, indefensible.
About this same time, other similar arrests were made in other cities of
the United Stantes,
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If these reports are enywhere neer the truth, such conduct on
the part of officials of the Federal Government, it seems to me is
entirely inexcusable.

I understend you have dismigsed meny of these complaints in the
Detroit case,

According to my understanding, this Bureasu was created and exists
only to investigate violations of law, and its activities ought to be
confined, in my judgment, to the respectful treeatment of citizens. It
does not contemplate the inhuman treatment of them, or excuse it, especially
when the people affected are well knownnot to be outlaws or efiminals,
Certainly the Govermment of ihe United States cannot afford to be given
to third-degree methods, inflicted upon men and women, known not to be
criminals, and, particularly, when they are charged with an offense which
has no odium attached to it,

I fear the activities of this Bureau, covering as they do the
entire country, are going ts bring into disrepute the methods of our en-
tire system of jurisprudenca.. T

At the same time, Mr. Jackson, I do mot wish to interfere with any
legitimate activity in which this Bureau may be engaged, I think it has
done some good work. As the head of the Department of Justice, however,
it seems to me you camot efford to permit the activities of any of your
subcrdinates, or of any of the Bureaus under your control, to pursue
methods whici are irhuman end brutal., 4s I see it, the activities of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation should be confined to the apprehension and
arrest cf persons charged with erime, and the methods pursued: ought to be
such as not to bring tlhie Department of Justice irto disrepute,

It seems to me the former Attorney General, Honorable Harlan F, Stone,
now Associate Justice of' the Supreme Court of the United States, stated
the case concisely and fully when he said on Nay 15, 1924

"There is always the possibility that a secret police
systen may become a menace to free government ond free institu~
tions because it carries with it the possibility of abuses
of power which are not always quickly apprehended or under-
stood, The enormous expansion of federal legislation, both
civil and criminal, in recent years, however, hus made a
burcau of investigation a necessary instrument of law enforce-
ment. But it is important that its activities be strictly limited
to the performance of those functions for which it was created
and thet its agents themselves be not above the law or beyond
its reach,

i
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PThe bureau of investigstion is not concerned
with political or other opinions of individusls. I%
is concernsd only with their conduct and then omly
with sueh conduct ms is forbidden by the laws of the
United States. When a police system passes beyond these
limits, it is dangerous 1o the proper administyetion
of justice and to human liberty, which it should be
gur first concern to cherish. Within them, it should
rightly be 8 terror to the wrongdoer.t

I hope you will not misundsrstand my mobive in writing you

this letter. I have no other interest except to see that the laws
of our couniry ure properly enforced and the activities of its
officials snd officers kept within the bounds of eivilized govern-~
- 1 wn writing you only becouse it appears to me you could
well iuvestigate the activities of this Bureau, axd, if you deem
proper, curtail such setivities as 4o not come within the limitations
set forth in the above-quoted languuge of the then Attorney General ,
now Associete Justice, Mr. Stons. -

Sineeraly yours,

G+ W. NORRIS



b CORMATYD e \iikéx.DA
Conchn IS UNCLg Siried
DATE 3-3,- 92 RY 82z

FoiPAM 25 Loy

&4/4/41

Since the where abouts of serial # 1 has not been ascertained
this tempormry file is being made to take care of the loose mail.

COPY OF ABSTRACT 4 1 found below (1ncom1ng sbstract)
94-4-4514-1 8/3/40

C. V. STEIN, SAC RE: GEORGE NORRIS
Orzeha, Nebraska

Adv. that on Aug. l.conferred with WALTER JOHNSON, Atty Gen

of Nebraska et Lincoln in conn. with »olice conference

held in Lincoln; in course of visit Johmson brought up nsme

of Sen. GEOT'GE NORRIS of Nebraska, statine he wawm 1nvolved

in uentionable election some years ago in Nebresks; BOTE &
Ty ORI RAN TIYETY,, steted he hed information wis i
the grapevine that Sun Morms was eoing to make attach on
Director & Bureen several weeks prior to time attzck was

made; MEFPEVEM oxoressed admiration for work of Buresu.

tolson nichols-~REfititt £/R8/40 am re
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HIS FIRST POLITICAL DEFEAT—YVeteran Senator George W. Norris. of Nebraska. was sad yesterday asghe
gazed at the Capito] Dome. under which he had served his State and country for 40 years. He said Nebraska has
“repudiated all of my efforts” by electing Kenneth 8™ Vherry, Republican, to take his seat. N
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Norris Supports FDR
For ‘44 Re-Election

Ex-Senator George W. Norris, In over the attitude of “some Repub-
& signed article 1of fhe United|licans” who seem fto be moved
Press, yesterday urged the re-elec- “primarily by an attitude of hate
tion of President Roosevelt for al|toward the Administration.” . He
fourth terny. wrote that “some of our peyple’

I think President Roosevelt hasseem to be moved by an overnlose
dche a2 very good job of conductingiof partisanshin” and indisated thay
ihe war” the venerable Independ-!they were threatening national
et progressive ssid, “and unless unity. i
some outttanding man comes along| A foe of America’s participationf
who would be able to do an egually lln the League of Nations, he haiied;
good job, I think we should elect}the Moscow Conference decisions.
Roosevelt next year if the war is'and the Senate resolution endorsing
still on |them. Explaining his changed at- |

“I would be for any man who titude on international cooperation,!
could do the job of carrying on the he said that no cne was trying to
war as well as Roosevelt, but T see; conquer the world during the first
ngQ such man now. jworld wir, as Hitler and the Japa- |

1What would be the effect on!nese are trying to do today, nér’

l

out dllies, our enemies if we should |[did anyone carty his conquests (3

rejiudiate Roosevelt and his policies!the “extremes of enslavement {3

in the midst of war? he asked, lwhich Hitler and the Japanese have
The ex-Senator expressed, worryearried theirs”

Tnis is a clioping from
Dage : cif’ the
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Teison

DATR: Fovember 28, %‘Z’
- dBSS Befleont .———
S erbo

Biohe

L1 INFORMATION CONTAINED |, Beo—
CEREINIS UCLASSIFIED £ Tm—

Siroo ————
E LATE SENATOR PR P T
GEORGE W+ NORRIS DATE 2_BY G .-

FoiPA M 29¢ 1y; Sir=r
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Le—wtth Teference to your inquiry about obtaining the paper

lof the late Senator”Norris,I wish to advise that his papers consist
of approzimately 100,000 items. Norris died in 1944. He was in

the House from 1902-1512, in the Senate from 1912-1943. 411 of

his papers were given to the Library of Congress (N. Y. Times
9/26/43, p.36, col. 6). His papers are located in the Manuscript
Division of the Library of Congress, Room 3005, Annex, and they must
be reviewed in that Division. '

Knowing the Library of congress cs he does, (I sec1s -
it would be most difficult to obtain Norris' papers, or any portion
of them, for review in the Bureau, without the approval of the Chief
of the Manuscript Division, two of his superiors and possibly the
Librarian of Congresse. .

You will receall that was assigned to assist the ‘
Library of Congresas officiale in Cheir search for $50,000 worth qf}ﬂp
Falt Whitman's manuscripts which were stolen between 1941-51. R
learned during the course of his contacts with the Library = |
ongress officials at that timesthat none of the subordincte

officials were willing to moke a final decision on anything,

particularly where original manuscripts were involved. They wrote

endless memoranda on the questions raised b and would voice
. no opinion until the word came down from ths 0Pe : T -

¢
H

b

o/ the Norris' papers should be made directly iq X ~Dayidic. Mearns

Chief of the Manuscript Division. He would probably hdve to get the

approval of the following officials before he co:,zd mnake a decision:
. s -°

ifeels that any request he might make for any port‘ir

Deputy Chief Assistant Librarian - Lucile M. Morsch
Chief Assistant Librarian = Yernon W. Clapp

Keeper of the Collectiong =-Alvin ¥. Eremer: o~
Librarian of Congress - L. Quinoy Mumford. - /

It would mean that each time portione e:f the papers are
borrowed it would be the subject of o separate memorandum; and would
be a matier of permanent record to prove what papers were borrowed
and to insure thot these particular pages were reiurned. All of the
officials are security conscious since the loss of the Whitman papers

They nt to be in ¢ posgiti to ¢ £ ‘
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Memorandum to ¥r. Nichols . November 28, 1955

Fe tested the precautions taken in the Manuscript pivigion
by sending one of our employeeg over to look over the XNorris pPapeTrsSe.
It was found they were comsidered "Restricted,” therefore, the
person using them filled out a fora giving Jull information about
employment, name of agency, supervisor or teacher, what use is to
be made of the material, whether any portion is to be published,
on infinitum. The person must them preduce personal identification
and follow two pages of rules under the eye of a guard in the é
room where the material is u s |1

OBSERVATIONS:

During the time anas working with the Library b(/
on the Walt Whiiman manuscripts heft, he pointed out loop-holes
in their security system in the Manuscript Division and suggested . .
a tightening up of security and a detailed written record of
the use of every manuscript by every person using or handling
it. This has been worked out to perfection by the Library of
Congress. We can hardly circumvent the prescribed rules at
present. JIf we borrow any portion of the Norris papers it will
become a matter of written record.

RECOMUENDATIONS 2

(1) It is recommended that Agent"call b"
Mr. Dovid €. Mearns, Chiefp, danuscript Division to cscertain if
there is any way to borrow portions of the Norris papers on a

confidential basis.

(2) 1If the above proves Jruitless, then we will try
to get them on loan, a few at a time, knowing a record will be
made of such loans
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