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�3..Q§§J3?� "~Director,  -1�  * � . � &#39;
United States Bureau of Investigation, 1� ; " $&#39;*;g&#39; &#39;; =",
Washington , D . C. i �e :,__-J. __i;=  e I Q 1, ,

_ ; I &#39;  ------  _,. _ ,,_ J
{- r _- -,_, V__. .,

Dear Sir; Re; Qssge Indian murder Broadcast

All of us at this office looked forward with much interest
to the broadcast of the Osage Indian murder story which occurred on the "
15th instant, and I had taken pains to give the mstterwgglittleqlogal _
publicity by having an item appear in two of the local newspapers.
"&#39;�-���--�--u-..-_.- ,_______,.

I regret to say that we were all very much disappointed in
the manner in which the story was dramatized and it is felt that the
manner in which the episode was dramatized did not do justice whatever
to the facts of the investigation. Sheriff Herve Frees, Pawhuskn, whose

part was protrayed in the broadcast, is s big, upstanding western Sheriff,
very active and aggressive, whereas his part as pictured in the broadcast
would create in the minds of the listeners an impression that he was

perhaps a little "dried-up runt", ignorant, fearsome and requiring to be
led. I suspect hat if Sheriff Frees listened to this broadcast, he will
not hereafter have a very kindly feeling toward this Bureau.

I realize that the subject matter of investigation was difficult
to dramatize, but inasmuch as it is one of the most spectacular and im-
portant cases ever handled by this Bureau, I think much more favorable
publicity could have been had by having the story told by Agent Conroy
along the same plans used by him in other stories ihich he has put out
over the radio, and to which I have listernd with a great deal of interest
and enthusiasm. I realize that the broadcasts by Agent Conroy do not reach

one-tenth as many people as the N.B-C- broadcasts, but I wish to say that
in my opinion the activities of the Bureau can be much more effectively
brought out along the lines he uses than by the_§£5matization system as
employed in the N.B-C- broadcast. &#39; i

Please be aseired that I have only the best interests of the

1&#39;
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white girl were ~thought to have been murdered st the instigation of_Wi.liian
�King  Big B111! "Hale, sometimes referred to as "King of the Osage", in order
to collect insuranceand to make two of Hale&#39;s nephews sole�&#39;heirs"to valuable M
oil properties of the murdered Indians. Investigation by Special Agents of .;
the United States Bureau of Invetigation was extremely difficult, due to; ._
Hale&#39;s power in the community and the fear in which he was held. Special
lg�ffb� I�rked 1111681� $11.12 £111-&#39;i_Q_Q£_;ne_dicine_men,_c_a_ _ _enen,_ and insurance sales-
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Fr-on 1921 to 1923, several Osage Indians died under mysterious circus-&#39;
__stances on the_Qsa,ge Indian Reservation in Oklahoma. Four Indians and 4&#39;

b1ein?&#39;11Y>"Fy&#39; dynamite and two other Indians shot. Hale and John Rarnsey,  --
his henchmen, were convicted of murder after a spectacu]_.ar trial in &#39;
Federal Court and eech sentenced to life imprisonment in the Unite-3. S�.ate_s.;
Penitentiary at -Leavenworth. Ernest Burkhart, e nephew of Hale, and Kelgey-1.
llorriaon, a hireling of Hale, each received life sentences in the Ste�-:e�_
Courts for murders in which they participated at Hale&#39;s instigjs-tion,
which did not occur on the Indian Reservation. _ 1-
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�. "- The Osage Indian country lies in the Osage hills, situated in
&#39; northeastern part of Oklahoma, a beautiful roll ing country covered with

green limestone&#39;§;rés_s, and considered the fines-t cattle grazing country in
- &#39; e» -»=-1<=- ~ s &#39; * a n - s e _ l

&#39; " The Osage Indian Reservation, which is identical with Osage Cou_nt&#39;y,,.�..l_,.,92..}.&#39;§é
Oklahcma, consists of 8 million and a half acres of Indian allotted land,
the largest county in the State, being larger in at-ca than the entire Stow
of Delaware. It is bounded on the southwest by the Arkansas River, and  11:"
reaches from Tulsa, Oklahcma, on tho south to Ponce City on the north, a &#39;

.distan0e of approximately sixty miles. It is also sixty miles in width at if
7 its widest point. To give an additional idea of its immensity, it contains 4 T W.�

over sixteen hundred public schools. - __...
.*c=�-..

f"

This "reservation was acquired by the Cherokee Treaty from   .
Cherokee Indiana July 9, 1866. The county acat at the time of the a-v..=_nts_"§[_..,&#39;;=&#39;i;i,§;.1&#39;I;,,_.5 -. _1,

J?»related was Pnubuska, having a population oi� eight thous:-.nd. Othcrntoa-ms"-&#39;11,_;.,];._;r:-,;.~;;,"-
j &#39;_ and villages in the county are Fairfax, Grayhorse, Hominy, &#39;.&#39;.&#39;3&#39;nona&#39;,  .

s I

ihe Osage Indian ;.gone5r, �lth headquarters at Panhuska, .
tends the affairs of the Osage Indians, and attends to the disbursing of
amounts due them. The agency is in turn under the Commissioner of Indian "
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�  CLrtifi ootos of canpotunc1&#39; wore issuocl to Indians C1-_: :m¬G to _i1o=@"_._. _j.;;,,----

_ ;? " -W-.r-;,92.".;*-.T:;-0,.
&#39;-&#39;~  .&#39; �"-1*?1"

�L-,.;f &#39;0 &#39; ~r~.b10 to handle thoir own financial uffuirs, the rooipionts being pomittod
Q-.1"-= to dispose oi� tho-ir he-ad rights and nllottod land holdings :~.s_ they sow tit. -

_ - &#39; 92.-.
_ . 92-=

T vii-.&#39;l&#39;l~-" 7 . &#39;l�h0-number of ectunl producing oil sells on the rosorv.-.tic-n .-.;~ -:1., - -s-,~ V

0- -&#39;
5° ;___ - . natural gna production purposes.
51

}-  1»:-uitotelcd more than �mo thcmsnnd.
, .

__ Juno-1!!, 1930, was 5,859, and had inorensod to 8,579 .&#39;1s_of Juno 30, 192-2-.~&#39;~
�, -.1  " Prrlcticnlly all of the land contained in the 1&#39;0se;:�Vr.tion is lrr-sod for oil or

*4�"&#39;	ia . &#39; . 1-  =  --.  ,1"-@:_::

52 _ £5. 0  1 Distribution of the hands to tho Dom; Indians di1�i�a.:~=;.-i
53  ¬__� _I� �lut of 0t_h__g_!; tribes in that :1 common pool &#39;c:1s made oi� all cu"?-i.r§¢,g�a..&#39;1&#39;_- &#39;:*�" &#39;1, 0 Pita! 1�mm.th0 t01-rit0I&#39;1.- which v.-ms dixiidod z-mong all tho Indians of �;f
5 � Lhon tied to nllft�ont rights, vhich at no time during tho lost QCG » . .» -

$3�!. - .,~_.-1. ;_ -�&#39;<;;{-_.. &#39; ..f .-&#39;
_,.,_,%g.:,

92&#39;@$%%§§§%�*

- -l;i§:g,&#39;



qt�.-
- at

3&#39;:  bbtw_Bon- one-fourth end one-third of the tr.92t=&#39;.l number on the tribal rolls

5&#39;  �  .. - -ti;-=--1.�-L . .
&#39;- T" -k.�  &#39; e - .�-&#39; I as "L -- " ""&#39; "�fI&#39; � *"&#39;u~.%&#39;:_£�." "&#39; , ". ZZ".&#39;

-i-  �
-"1-..&#39; &#39; �v&#39;-  . &#39; "35 - - *  » .5 .1;  ¢i%1;?L-".;-.

".:.�   .=. ~ ~ {-2,  &#39; .&#39; ~ -- &#39; . ; - "31.-5?.  .&#39;.-=� *.-&#39;: v:-92�,|::&#39;:-i.-V92:�#V.-: ;-="&#39;~�&#39;-�ii-&#39;@�&#39;»@§&#39;+§-IA "s~% �o¢§y »sss~ 1 ~ ~ s&#39; ~= - ss®$s»5sssess~se-- ..- --  &#39; � .92 ,1-* .  4� 1; .;,-.-"- &#39;
.h__,___.¥..¢,:,_  9 ._ V4 _.v 1� . ,   __; V� __.� h.._~"�_r;-   M,� -.- 4 .. -92 » ., Q -  - -~ -- -~¬&#39; ~ -s -|~--.._. .~ ..92__  . b, .  .2. ,_ __�=:§l __._<" �P _ 1.. &#39; . .-  &#39; 3 -�:_�--_&#39;_-~§� _ _  &#39;     __»~  _    �A _
"&#39;L~�-s¢ sr»si . 1 �*eses¢~~+sesssset
-,1-  " - Q; » To illustrate th e proi�1ig::cy of the mujOZ&#39;i ty 01- these Indi -.-J I " " .1;

&#39;_  ,.  1 �._ ~ - M -. : _  ,_&#39;  -_  _&#39; _;-  --.__92 ,..;-__i: Lg;

7 cu,-;ed�nt thy end of the fiscal your 1931 $691,000 to vtrivuss-inii.

Z; |_ _ 0,;  uncommon thing from 1920 to 1925 :£&#39;-1" the grocery bills _o;.;�g;§_:
Ind; ms to run from &#39;}&#39;50Q_ to $1,000 each per month. ,   @;_:1j&#39;;g;?*

. _.. _ - ___ .9 ._ .H~»,_ . ,. . _ .5  _,§_.~ 1� -.n,, L. -3, 1- . �.� v--,. &#39; 1- 1 .:.-�:1�-� . - ".8?-.:,T""~"�~
I;7.;i�-*.*:*;=~;-~

3" as� Stomp dsnces ".92I�u still indulged in sever-".1 times r-. year
14 . 1; A �}3§.;,£;5us,&#39;nt which &#39;Gim&#39;J�momb&#39;.:rs of other Imiinn tribes are irwi ted to attend?-
15  ;§i3*E5&#39;lg1_csta, and-g�1I�ts-�urn exch-onged bcttwon the v:.rir>us tribosr.-nd indi&#39;Ii<!u&#39;éJ§B_@;=»&#39;i*"*
15  �these stomp dances :11-ezthe occasion for ell nightrnd ell day for ots,  . .,
17-?_I3£�} ?§;&#39;?_»_Ti~"!&#39;*_f?;_&#39;_r:hich the mmbers of the Osage tribe-{as well as visi ti:-,1; tribes, clad �
_L3¢_1§§*§§.§-_1;.;picturesque costuzws, dance in n circular 1�orm=.;tion&#39; to the rythmie bunt
_:_3"=" �~I3_,v_.1ii9  _�§In�der the stinmlr-.ting in�uence of tho� d&#39;~.nce, which begins
29?; --_  rF&#39;92�e. more er�-loss orderly fashion, the dancers soon wax more-enthusiastic;,mx§.n_¢;»§é&#39;if&#39;j-~§§f*"

*� > """V*"!"I>n1&#39;.4 the ground like c. bunch of wild steers", zzfter which they will2 11&#39; &#39;i..;*�::iI;;~;.+  s
x . :_-~ ~ for further feasting, during D-�Qt oi� which profession.-.1 Indian dancers

2&#39;~3�"~¬:*&#39;;T" -.emuse the nssenbled audience�. ��lis drsreo is rrticipotit-d in not only
Ia?!-&#39;young rmd§0nthusi:�.s*..ic members of the trig-.e}..hut also by the it

Zl.____ ._.. W . , .. . _ ..z5»*~%~..&#39; -_ zmdgamnen or he tribes, -�ne, perhaps, are rsnemb<:rmg �bhv ft.=:&#39;.s1;s of -;-- rIic*1�7s;�=_--..i_;;"-_;=
25f   yo;-..rs en; ore trying to bring back their happy recollection by
2-:91� is mess =1"-�=1&#39;-&#39;=�~ d-"*n<.=°=- 1 . 1 -

__,. �.�~V¬:_ ,1"  � .  K � _&#39; - p
A * .é 1� -Lirxrriu-go by f&#39;ull-blood Osage Indims, whose numb:-r constitute

akiig-;:;.&#39;s �ere still solemnizod according to tribal customs. t �
32 Q I  3 .~.J " Osage Count}; and the surrounding territory co!1t:.i1&#39;1 very �vii ld  _ *3

&#39;7  . stretches of country, thickly wooded with timber unsuited for commerci.--.1"  � �
gg 5L1;  purposes, but affording 92&#39;.-K001101113 concer.]_ment in addition tr its

*"~i92,
�s 7 inaccessible cc-nyons which served es hide-outs for notorious Griminrls. � _

15 -;;4�§.§&#39;� _. .�. .- . . .92A..L92__ L1__ _.u .l.L_ _____&#39;| ._.. nl_.-_ �II92rs&#39;92 .l._ &#39;92r92r92I�2 LL: _ __.__1.._-. ____ . 92. _-._..
"Q�!!1"" &#39;: :L�_|   Q1 BHU U�.-l1"1UI&#39;3 J.I�GL�l J.�d6.L �U 1.2960, rwlll� l;DU.Il%..&#39;.&#39;,92 &#39;i?{1a&#39;92&#39;5 -". P.f&#39;_92�UI�. &#39;_3&#39;.�>-1

for all typos of desperate criminals �-"She fl naked there from rll parts
:9  1� the country due to the nature of the country itself affording such &#39; -&#39; ":3"
�B ,. .- r excellent hidins places for "::r:ntod criminals. This crisainol u].c;r:~.e.nt  .1
11-.-14,, _ to a lnrgo. extent was attracted by the OIIC-I&#39;I.&#39;1Q921S wealth of the Osage Indinrs.&#39;rd�j3§f&#39;>;§§§%§&#39;if_

. 1. 1  °--E -Z��; .�4g¥;;&#39;_-54" - - -  .:,--1�x=*;:&#39;-:.;<%;;�%-§j.:Y=..

43  .. ..
44  ~
as

- &#39; Bandits and robbers nbounded. Th-.&#39; n;-serious ;.l_ Sp;:.;ee.r 3:118 &#39;
s; bmk robbers used this country for their hide-out. This pnrti mlar _

t. robber was st one time approached by FF. K. Hols, who attempted unsucc<;ss- -
,_� _. §n&#39;I1<v Q-A 9292~|�v-n �I-1-�-1 ".|�92 IIII|1i&#39;I!�1|�r92 To->3-in-nu �Hi n&#39;l.r {&#39;11-92r=nn ct WI:-�Y"11&#39;92n&#39;92&#39;92 n?� !"l~.r92-.P.&#39;lL92A-I-LJ nu 1.11.4u nu-1 vu L-ms 92A92d-L J,£192.l.J.l-ILIJI J-nun. vs ugh, r. a..r-A-|v92.�-L um -rum 43.1.

"Spencer grmg, and his i�:.th_or, John Gregg, testified r.g:".ir.st Hole st his
�§~-- rnirdar tri-11 to the effect thr=.tHr.1:.1 tried unsuccessfully to hire,-kl s

£1" S�oneer, es -sell as both 01� the Greggs, to zrnrder eertnin Indians. &#39; -  e
5°_ H  A

V. -w" .5 - __.- _&#39; .I.
1  � "Curley" Johnson, mother notorious bani-c b:".!�.dit, 2".-:".s :11.-1:. r-stir  7&#39;i"""H

52   Hal nt&#39;Hele&#39;s inati�fltion, for th� Purpose of hiring Io.-ms:-r. to mur-it;  �ii.-711
51 .-é"-&#39;  ind 111: �country? and &#39;7:-&#39;1s -&#39;11; one time approached by z. n<.ph;;&#39;.* of ~_-&#39;1.&#39;illi&#39;.&#39;~. -

� 1"�; 4 F y
. s?

._ _".= _._V. I _. _;5_I§;fu»j§;I.
5;  "  ¢or sin Ind_i:msL"f&#39;Johnson_ ~.n_s lnter killed under mysterious circm-..stuI~¢es,.>.-=::;..:&#39;1&#39;#1
54*3�  _. ";.~ a

&#39;11-- 1.11.2: rumor is:-I  that he hen been killed at the 11"-.s�;i§;.=J;i;=n
55f{;"*#1.§--sni$,. she - ml-ga or-.£&#39;n@ might talk. . . _ - ;
5$":~�~,»;.= �-1  >.�~L _92_-. : &#39;- " 1&#39; 1 1- -. . &#39;  &#39;� -. -3,.�-&#39;._ iv ." �_ . l . . V
§*YH@~�*i:&#39;. 1-. , ,

&#39;.id-.:- -.§;-L;  1 ,  ..m - &#39;_,- - .,~..

-» <s@ W 1. 1 .1.saris ~&#39;~ gs �.1. 4- .. ..% -s-er...h, s*~ us&#39; » s , =e. 1 .

�I    . _   ._ ._ -_ .------.-..-..__..._� .-_-.1-,...._,.... ,.,,,,,..7,.,.,_,,___,__  _ _ _____�__ ________r __�_v _:&#39; _v _r  _�_  . E
 - _&#39;. � - " &#39; � &#39; .. 92 - &#39; ..,.,. r  -�-- » &#39;92l>*  Q .. ._ ...._.- ._1 W-.. .. ..&#39;;: &#39;



- - -- ~ _ ._. .. .__ l M... ......... l924t&>92-;|-_n;_92-J-4�-, ,-.|.. _ A. .-_1s.,_&#39; ,_ ,__, �V

�g!� - L  I  ~  I
..  I _ _ . Q é &#39; _&#39;  .__.  ,�lit .� . -�&#39;-  -�  ,. -  ,-I 1,�  -»;%.&#39;  .

* 1 &#39; �"&#39; �aw .,. 1&#39; 1?-it  -T.-Qt.

� .
L -&#39;.,,

-
.92 ~. &#39;. �.- - - _ V �_-}.W.».-- -&#39;_,+.

--&#39; J�! - - . l. *~ - -    �; &#39;.  -=   -=.~.&#39; . - � 4�-I  - " &#39;  - .  _- -  -..;.92   .-J-P� "--9. . -»  ,_&#39;».»f   ,

-  * �- &#39; -. ~*.. ~ M � . .  A   . = " &#39;  ..    s:=f = 0  -
.92 . . .~- >. _~ -_ . � t_ .-._-r .,92�_ ,,1_   7mfj__&#39;:_.> 1,, &#39; &#39; - i - ~ .. I . .

. ~~ . gs&#39; &#39; � - ._ 92__ "Lin-,_,1:�.&#39;.~.:.;_";

.,é,.-6 -  Another notorims character who shared honors with �H. K-
_: .. .~.&#39;b:s Qt� fps criminal clement of Osage County was Ilenry Granmor, a
ii-;l;3_&#39;.-.�."&#39;"_-;.�_ 0 Ian who had complete control of the Osage Liqior traffic, and 1-bof 7. 31_..._,..
§?3;_"»�-;&#39;,1&#39; its u d to keep certain woods surrounding his land li[a;htsd_up by mCEc1$&#39;__0�;§?§jj.{§f13  <.;;,pr1&#39;m1=e1y "-omen� power plant, where he worked a gang oi� criminals who :1_1_sii?&�-; �i?=�%~
14"?._2~_-- �ed from all over the United States day and night in making illicit
1&#39;-"!Grat1nor died in an automobile accident prior to tho investigation oi�
 murder cases,�s.nd at the time of his death had-on his person $515,000.00
17,.-iii�;-�=_+:&#39;I cash. Ho is supposed to have boon n�rdored by n notorious bandii-: who
l.8*;:�:s�_,-,§;af�%?;�7oith him at the time of �tho accident, but no investigation was over made

§¬§{�__loca1*�au�liiorit-iep,,,as his death was-considered a good riddonceé. "i11£!I�Q
 .g&#39; ggpinfwound under his left ampit. M &#39; .1 l �

-7� 1 bandit who was serving time in the Oklahoma State Ponit-retir.»r§�1§_?ff"*"YJ&#39;;__;§_:.-if",
._,, "recalled while boingjntorvioucd by a &#39;sp->¢1ai,;.igsm~. oi� the United

II __;.._ lizrocu of Inmstigetion that during the psrioddi� ~thc murders he r-.ttc-mdod
25&#39; .;�;.§-;. 1; gathering or thirty-t-&#39;0 nationally kno&#39;1n bank bandits and train robbcrs_&#39;is*&#39;="&#39;~&#39;sI§&#39;-Y�*=�*":7&#39;
26= § , 92 &#39;

�is - 1.. .»f &#39;&#39; � &#39; -.;.f92"�R&""�M"�*§"�
�.-_.-;j&#39;Pl, &#39;_ a group� &#39;01� woods in the Osage Country, where thcv were in hiding as

2_7_7>&#39;;i1**�*~="&#39;,�é- fugitives froc;&#39;jpstice, and during their sojourn they oI"~;c.-n engaged _in  .  ;
28�9&#39;ct5¥. &#39;-&#39;-»!_-=pis_tol practice, aicill in the use oi� pistols being absolutely necessary to

thqir profession at this time. &#39; __ :  .__
1: ..VA . .-- ,-..&#39;.* T i " - .,   "H

"&#39;- J Prior to the Osage Indian tribe becoming immensely wealthy ever-v
32f;i;"_§ _m.. inigit through discovery of oil on the reservation, William K.Hsle, knom  _
3L�f-"if 3" -_"Bil1" Halo and sometimes dubbed "King of the Os�de", drifted into this

" &#39; tcnri tory frcri Texas, an uneducated and more or less uncouth cow puncher�_&#39;�-.»<--;,192.,=:;...

He *. and cattle thief, but possessed of a domineering person-ali ty. He finally _
.,_, ..35 - succeeded in controlling 45,000 acres of select Osage grazing land by

is31.-....-st ~ o1�- leases, and acquired 5,000 acres outright, in addition to controlling Ta
&#39; &#39; I-J38&#39;� 92"l"bank at Fairfax, Oklahoma, and owning a part in a store there, grossing

39 §_  immensely wealthy frcln his dealings with the Osage Indians. Eventually he
.;Q_  _.&#39; bocano a millionaire, &#39;.-rhea dominated local politics and scer.1inglj.&#39; could not"?
4;  I be punished for any of the many crimes vhich -:&#39;-are laid at his door.
 method ot building up power and prestige was to put van-i ms indivi rials
{J  &#39;1&#39; underobligntion to him by moans of gifts or favors shown to them. Con-

*�.-.1-�._4;»?E-;&#39;."&#39; &#39; &#39; &#39;Q  soquently, he had a tranondous folloving in the vicinity composed not only
of ��IC. riffrafi� element which had drifted in, but oi� many good and sub-   :

-_.&#39;_etantial citizens. &#39; - _ "�
&#39;  - ,

 i.~-1_;_ The various characters concerned in this story were as fol1o&#39;:.&#39;s;; "
is�i"s"*@ = � &#39;r.o- -92

59 _�  &#39; &#39;.&#39;I&#39;ILL $"BILL"}K11�IG HALE, master mind behind the five murders __
51�" �_»-5_.,_ in �atig�tud, 55 year old typical �rlustornor of medium stature, black
52 ..;¬_f |_,&#39;;&#39;~�§&#39; .tu lug gray, proposscssing figure, neat dresser, ruddy complexion,  -
53-_g;¬"�l&#39; _ ctod a militnm air, with shoulders back and chest mt, sc1f-conF,i-d¬:Ynt{;§-§2§£TY??���;. &#39;

__ a_l.&#39;;h_hq921so_ near &#39;t-ayhorso, Oklahoma, in the middle of his imr�onsc

&#39; ~   " - Y - . >.. l .. - -- ~=- � -1 - � .  , . &#39;_ - .-t-2  "� " � . = 1�--1!» �:1   <-_ a 1" F.-:-&#39;:,  .:---
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gt  1

-- - ICE}! RAMSEY bootlogger, fifty your old typical rough type -_-ff� ._ fl:

3� "* _

, -._. I.� :�.,;!_4.-�.h;::_  <;_r
_- _ 3». &#39; era criminal who brad served u penitentiary term for rostli-"tr-&#39; or-tilt�; �"

rs hr member of tho no toriws Henry Grammar gang, actual mw&#39;d»ur&#39;B1.� �f   _
1881 E. Smith Bit * Smith Nettie Brookshire and Henry Roan 2;, - _-.  - &#39;- &#39; . u &#39; &#39; &#39;

-&#39; -&#39; &#39;  .»;&#39; ,.&#39;

ER-£321� 5U1%_"H;1RT, "Squm: Hen", J. s early �thirties, no-p1&#39;*.e�.1&#39;
ref �L K.Ha1e, who completely dominated him, n :&#39;ronlc&#39;..*illed individual "rho  �.~$§"~fIi=:».&#39;
did his uncle&#39;s bidding; mnrriod to Mollie BurIc�:w.rt, Pull-blood Usage _
Indian, daughter of Lizzie Q, res.-lthy in her om: right; n very friendly
individual who ecu-mingly thought he �Bed done no wrong in participating in
the crimosiho nrknitted; &#39; implicated-in the mm&#39;d*r of Henry Roan and of tile�?!
-W. Eplinith fsunily, Ho we the -&#39;-ur.k&#39; link in �Hillirm K. Hale&#39;s  A
,tho&#39;first to confess the true state of sffnirs, giving Special Agents of
this Bureau their first real lend in the case, ectur-lly inplicntins; Hrlc
e__._hd R:-_msev= . -_ - :- ~

.-_,92§_.92r 1,

mannqr very bad reputation, married to a full-blood Osage Indian women -
nerzed Katherine Cole; admitted murder of Anne Brown, with help of  "
Burkhert at ins�i @tion of T&#39;I.I{.Hele. . . 5;;-;__;,; i

&#39; &#39;  4 -.&#39;.<*.�»-,1"-.-1
"_"_92

&#39; = &#39; 5 , ,
* - ~ J Ye ..i- -.» &#39; _.d_92h--1-�=1 .&#39; BRYAN HJFIU-IART, e "Squat: 1*-fan", 3&#39;oun;;er brother or� Ernest e :.-

Burl-chart, who turned State&#39;s evidence in the State Courts. &#39; s _ - _=,-e_i,__

DEWEY sT<j�,LPI{, 5 "Squat: I-clan", former husband 01� Cecilia "319-;&#39;ne?1&#39;*.,__ -
hill-blood Usage r-omen, who Y.-res hired by �F. K.Hele to murder an Indian,
but who lost his nerve and later confessed. &#39; t

i LIZZI3 Q,_e1so known es Lizzie Kile, 1�ull-blood Osage Indinn .

botoeenl 70 and B0 years oi� ago, immensely �healthy in her om rigt, nether  F
of ANNA BROTIT, HOLLIEE BUH~I1IAR�1�, *.-ifo of EFNEST l�4T.TI~.*-&#39;I.&#39;£~1_"i&#39;l", and RITA S.92»iI";Ei,  -
wife of w. E. "BILL" sfinz. v This Indian �-.&#39;.&#39;G&#39;.."&#39;£L¢I} m1 r.r.-,1~ three dmughters  _
1:-oro all imensely &#39;-enlthy, ouch being the ovum� of Osage hood ri,¢h+..,-,   _
receiving royalties from oil end gas *.*:-:1ls- ,.  " .

2 4--   __._:_T1.&?££}.r,,.

� Thu Government&#39;s theory in thu investigatim ox� the murder cases,
�ehich subsequently proved to be substantially true, was that &#39;5. K.92H:ile &#39;
dcxninated his nephew, Erncst Burkhort, the husband of Mollie BuI&#39;kh::rt, end
planned to do uT.�L1Y with Lizzie Q and her rmieining two dnughtors, one " -
finally Burkhnrtwa or.-n &#39;-;.&#39;ii�e, so that Burkhnrt would fell heir to the head

rights of all four, Burkhurt being under the domination .ni� Hole, -rho 1.-ould,

if necessary, eventually have killed Burkhnrt, and as u result ecquir-ad
thci wealth of these four Indinn women.   _ _
;-  Just prior te_ the investigation of �lm, Osage Indian iiuz-ders -  1»-qt! by the Unijnd States Bureau oi� Investigdzion,  dc:_en_ Q5"-.-j_A__;~?;_. 4 V

5-;  t_;»_~:_:<ii_ under suspicious circumstances, end tho entire Osage �Indian 1;-1.-_1b;;.é
We ~u-s the "h ita citizens of that locality, were terror-stricken 1.:2dl_fj�.1;=§Y5§¢i&#39;»§§:;;.;;;i_

Q.-eii:_L�20B§&#39;p 01�. their lives. The tribal council passed s. resolution rc;_u:;sti.ng; m-;_&#39;@-f�
aid� of the Government in solving those murders. -rho fact that l:*:.=-abiding;

,  .,_ t e_
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--|� -, ., � �� &#39; ��- "- � _V &#39;-  &#39; _ -= 1&#39; "-1?" :" ~ _&#39;"� ,  _. - r: :-~ �_ ..  ... . <_ .&#39;__�~.�.::�- _
, _, __ - Q" __.______   _ 1

audigw -a�__-4 - J!:,.._-- * _ _ 4... _,_,,,_�_, �W  _!9i|-V  1:1 &#39;B"392:_S 40 -~..-1|} 92v&#39;wm_f- n-4.-»~¢... � -

. � C
1 L &#39; " 1 &#39; �I---" � I a". i .�_:�__~ N

H 4. -R; n ,, 1. I -F �_ .  .&#39;,;»-5, M-.-1
&#39;- ~ s  NORHISOEI, "Squaw Man" , 35 years ~old, e lien�; �PI!"_1�I�1T:.§;;-?-_j;;5§Kf;-%6r-- "
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12  "&#39; Information obtained by an agent of this Bureau indicated
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_ n A _ s actually fcnrod to converse vi th tho {RE-&#39;,¬.2Iit£3; of this Burcm;
_-  1, &#39; $0 Q recent killings mr-do the teak oi� tho B.ircr.u&#39;B �g�nt� 0!$I�¢?&#39;i**-�ii�

-~  -. . . , _,. - - . _! W- ?�,_,. $35 . S&#39; - - .

§>ez-petrators of -the crime. would get an Indian drunk, have Ea doctor
nounce h m ntoxicatod toll win which a mo. hine h emic �ii, -�liim and pro _ &#39; i 1 , o g  £21.

would be injected into the Indian,  after the doctor s rturs the &#39;1-H;
members o1&#39;_ the gang would inject on enormous amount of morphine under
_armpit of--the drunken Indian, which would result in his death. The _ � i;  &#39;
�"§doctor"�e certificate would subsequently reed, _"dcath from slcoholic _ff., ..

I�.

e
§

n

._�  u . __ &#39; . _ _ ._ . �J� _ ,._I ,� ._ - ..    if rg
To further oompli cute the task: oi� the Bureau in invost"ig:;.tir-g_&#39;§1?�_,;j1�;."_.,Q§;»;::7&#39;iéériiigg-F�

sithesefmurders, 5.11-t Lawson, V

Penitentiary Q.�/&&#39;l.Ic,Q,l~cstcr, Oklahoma, mode sovc;;;&#39;¢;�_1,f_�bonfcssions,_tc_II-ilsi
nurdors, in which he claimed to have boon cnzployod bEfH&#39;:i�ic Eb mirder YLE-.
Enith and his ram ly. Painetsking investigation by Bu-cnu�ugents developed
that Halo hsd..co�c<5ctod this story himself, by -which Lawson pretended to , _, in

limplica-to Halo, knowing full wcll that Halo could prove er pcrfoot elibi
for Lawson and thereby nbsolvo himself at tho some tine. It was
to disprove the details of Luwson&#39;s confession before investigation looking if ""
toward the development of tho true facts could be commenced. -

_ In addition to thi_§__{?§§Q-I�..&#39;£__S2T#.-3§_E92_}_<?&#39;B part to mislpcd the
invosti�tors, ho hod�H� upon the further pl_cin�oi� &#39;thro7f:irL.{Vsuspicion upon __
ono Roy Bunch, who had boon
your or trio prior to Ronr�s

_Ci1-cumstsnces did point the

necessary for Bureau ngonts
Hclnsoy and Halofgiilty of tho murder. This -one ncconplishod through =;-no
confessions oi� Ern-ant Burkhert and

Islet rumors and statements

friends and henchmen Cfll��d

&#39;3nl&#39;ii&#39;orniu, Nov: Mexico, Old Mexico
4»

Drawn
�KID-Q�

Bur art, who, nccompnniod by Gnthoi-inc Colo Morrison, full-blood Onngrei _  e-

, 4.1 o...1g,&#39;ntcr oi� Lizzic Q,  murdered on tho night
_1_n11_gg, 1921, about throo milcs from tho tom of Fnirfnx, Oklahoma, on
pnture lnnde of William K. Hole, and hcr body thrown into the bottom -of n

smal_1&#39;rr1vino. Investigation by Biro-nu ngents revealed that on the nigh�: of
her murder shehnd been plied Trith liquor by K01 soy Morrison -".r.d Bry:-.n . .-

. *4. s _,-. ie convict conrinoi in the Oklahoma Stu.-o _
1: "Bi __

&#39; "gm
._ ,

. <-
�Y ,

92
&#39;s.*

intimately sssoci ntcd wi th f~�<or.n&#39; s wife for u
-......e.1.-_-....= .-....1 _.1.._ :..,_.=| .-...�92-92-Q-_i,A._4.1_- _..____:i..: 1...�-. .
mu; UUL K11-I-Ll HUU i1:._Ll buubtlqhull L-L!! 1!slLl�¢&#39;.&#39;.Lt&#39;5i.l. kiwi� -

finger of suspicion st Bunch and it was .
to prove Bunch iI1IlC�Ci&#39;*1&#39;1"£ before they pmired Q� &#39; 1

- r

John Rrmsoy, *&#39;-iiiich vindicated Ranch.   �ff!�

on tho part of Willimp K.Hnlc&#39;s: n.yrir=do_o,_;�_c� -.._.-
Buronu ngonts to mzlcc no-udloos trips to  &#39;>*+"_�~._;_-;",~=--f,:¢;:o.?*� &#39;

, Kansas, Colorado, Texas, and A.rizmn.__§__;:;-~

AP
V.

tho

..,_ _
wit  Morrison�, drov-: by the ranch house homo of Willivr K. Hzlb�, "lie-"" &#39; 2?-,_� _, ._ L
hi 181306 Morrison with :1 32 nutcxnntic pistol. From 1-!.&#39;:lo&#39;s ranch hr1u.oo_lY-&#39;=&#39;
the drove to ni�iin n few hundrod foot of whcrc tho murdered
_ Bzgown *7.-�ms lntcr round rmd whilo Brva n Burlgh -rt hold +1-o

&#39; " .*�.~=~&#39;-7 H�
.1�d:u:*_"~:.~&#39;= .A.m;&#39;�

body flf
_- _ _ _ _~ _ _ __ g _ __ �_&#39;._ __ _ _A|&#39;_ _ _ I4 ,"_. 92 1;. V. = _

§-Moxalson shot hor through tho back of tho bend, with the nutomntic pistol
mrzéisho-d him by Bnlo 1�or_tho purpoao.&#39;_ &#39;c &#39;
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t the discovery of the foot that she had been xmrdered. All £37i&#39;_�_f-,_:_"§:�.4�5Q"§.
were developed from tho questioning oi� Kel soy Morrism, himsolf;�f-&#39;_�p1~;§§�§§;"

.tult1fied to than at-the trial or William K. Halo for nnrder, bo1ng"sub¥f;n;§$ohh
stantislly corroborated as to the details or the murder bi? his wifo, &#39;

r
�.>

. -17 - . H    ..<iI;&#39;_ -     p-   ~  "  ;=-e-.-- .- -_�. _. I __ 4 l 5. §{&#39;!°<:__.:.;� p .,:l_ v-_;f,_;.,;..L_;... .
" 9»! -i &#39; &#39; -. � . i 3 1&#39;"KI"-9?7�~;T3*.;=*»§_;;}"i1¢§�?¢."" -.

� &#39;* -  ,1  �?-�,-i:=,-  ;¬�x&#39;_3~»�,.;~,��-;&#39; on . L�.,:r 1.,
4 " 1&#39; - :9  92_

e Upon the discovery of Anna Brown&#39;s body several days lrlterf�-"_ 1�i.§?f_?&#39;  *1

_ Q nutopsy performed in the back of his store, at which he :2"
inn; Brown�: body was chopped up into small pieces, £1"-.. -�H; £:L&#39;§�o;-t_;"._;%¢-»&#39;-;- - - ~_,,-�. �I H1� "*&#39;-""17-�-.&#39;~- ~92--..-&#39;-�~;.,- , �W

v   &#39; &#39; &#39; &#39;- - &#39; "  1
.-�.5 �r -=4 �Catherine Colo Morrison, and by Matt Williams, u bootlogger, who stnt-ed
1@%§i;llvgrq . v
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.T §.&#39;l"k1~-»._~"-
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2°�;

Ire "
23; o
213%,-".§i-2&#39;21"� &#39; ,
25&#39; 5:

*5?� Hcnry. Roan was a picturesque full-blood Osage Indian, sin fcotg,-F"-�r2ii
tall and a fino�1ooki.ng specimen He wore his hnir in plzlito down -his

2

5

friends with "Roan by means oi� Fbanla fondness� {&#39;61- �whisky and took Roan 92&#39;~&#39;<>1_1y&#39;1&#39;.@f
&#39; on �several occasions, ostensibly to nlrnish him liquor, but in reality.- V, ;�

2s   b
27 �M if _ . -

2s<*.~;:e;=; - -
29  -. &#39;
so;-?;.4�=i�= I
3i.*r§f�i,, &#39;

iI &#39; - --+ 0- 4- f� _ -u ~ -�finally persuaded �Bonn to drive to .ho bot or :1 canyon cut of sigh - - -

_ _. � .~

32 ,_,.
3="&#39;s&#39;=&#39;*&#39; � J
:»=¢; 0

3$*&#39;I
38 &#39;

V murder, buying Ramsey n $500.00 Ford our prior to the nnrdcr as o pert &#39; .
poymont for the deed and paying him $1,000 in ciasl". oft-or the murder had

�. 1

I l .|? Bimsoy to Half: es tho killer, Ronz�s body nos discovered several <.i:?~;},rs
later sitting in an uprigit position in hie cur frozen st:&#39;.i�i�.  I*£:C�§S .312» I

._;_:
38  l
as "

-ill  _
� 1  &#39;
42  - _

as wall as by the confession of Ernest Burkhart, nephew of Willicr: K. Hale,�
who was present at all negotiations relative to the murder of� 1&#39;-Io:-1:1. . .

John Rmnsey did not even know H0an&#39;s name at the time Ire I.i�cl.�.&#39;l&#39;§U.1�V:iEL�-.1:�,":�
. him, but hnd&#39; simply had {can pointed -out to him on the streets oi� Fairfax; Q! -K

Oklahoma, by William K. Hole as the Indian whom Hale wanted killed. Hale  �
was a seli��appointcd pall-&#39;oeure:&#39; at RQan&#39;s funeral , and Ramsey, tho :-.-;-�rural -0

,__murderer, upon viewing the body of Roan, pretended to be deeply ni�i�c<.-ton,

43 y&#39;_�s&#39; �l
� �5�,;�w;"&#39;;v

45 p _
1$.- &#39; 1;.-

�7  Ecwa
&#39; &#39; - - &#39; Henry Roan &#39;.1us&#39; the only one oi� the fir-c individuals proved to _&#39;4�,;~-

49 &#39;" _

sq:
51" I

�;�l_ch * or Ird-striated In __*mue i_m_ §_i_
. _, &l N

1 I -91";
52 - _ �-; al tmont -of Rose Little Star, a toll-blood Osrigc, =~hosa- Indian nma
53 -_. �. - ah Pas � "" &#39; " 4-Uh I I -4::$�.s&#39;92&#39;.=7!",V

" - - _ __ s -it�. �.&#39;1i
.5?

3�-vi.

&#39; &#39;1 - After tho donth of Anna Brown and Henry Roan, �Jillian E. {&#39;*}�3_i1&#39;§"f&#39;}
A,  Qstatod openly �int ho believed William K. Hnlo hnd killod_.H;-.n:&#39;y

ne2e�%�* i * i > "
~s"a"&#39;~=;*:&#39; ,  �  . &#39;

 �,::k__,&#39;_;"_  ~lj_�_ 1

-of the nearby road, shore he shot Roan through the book oi? tizrr hCiif1">�?i"&h
1 45-caliber pistol rhich he had obtained from the arsenal 0;� Henry Grow@aor»=;_tf~�?xo ..  _,:_;-�F&#39;_ _ ,.

This murder occured on J&#39;_qI11153_._I�__y 26! 1923,� 5.1%. invcstiircti on by Hi�

hove been Imrderod at the instigation of William K. Halo who trns kill-ca on w

the witness stand thnt he sow Anna Brown murdered while delivering
= ,,- . &#39;lf§�v._ordcrod by Morrison and Burkhnrt.- 9 _ _<." .

@:- e - ?_ = _ p epnno�nn
-�� ti�-%::�§§ <..

- V -..~;.  :�.. ->.- .,< ~__,

{Roan-was an inveterate dmnkard, uho stayed may from his home
a time. About a year prior to the nurder of Henry Roan, William K.EI¢.l-_-:

out a $25,000.00 life insurance policy -{on.Roan. John Ramos.-5,� node
,_:,. ,3; ~.1,-,¢~�~&#39;<=~» -=� 0

1.151 .�
. ;~n��Wmurder him. Upon each occasion, ho-sever, Ramsey lost his no-rvo but  *~

Q ~".&#39;:;»~-J! " "~&#39;-5:.4�¢,_,�____.._|. v

: ,-n  »

~. _  .- _, -2 .q¢_!_:_:-f�Bureau agents developed that William K. Hole hired i92!&mSi*.y to co:::mi&#39;: tE�§..~&#39;-:&#39;
:92- "l-=.- -ml�

�neon committed. It was developed that Hr.-nry Grurmor had i�urnish<.-d John   énrl
_ W
_;|�1

1 surrounding the murder of Roan more pi-oven by John i�1�smee1"s 0-an &#39;*.on.i�e:ssioai,, p

-
- M,..,.r -�"-~ .-s�-52:__v92. -~ &#39;
5-_-.~: &#39;61. -;_, =,-

o 1&#39;-.�_

Ir

State 92uriedio___y    _
th _or . Rooms murder->d body was found upon tho rostri cted homcs�t;92v&5.
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&#39;3 --~.Q&#39; child;-ari. A short time prior&#39; to his nurdor smith had had s. vi cit-.ra"-�if 1�

. ,n92 -.»-
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I - -~ . .,_.. .  H� . -~.

.=&#39; �-  .
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H  jnna BI�0YI1,.E92nd that Hale would mt hesitate to kill the rest of I,_.:�£_ _

&#39;-&#39;4 .¢g�QQD.1?1tE Hale relative to a 1}-6,000.00 indebtedness which 3~si_:;h..g;; .&#39;-£3
so lqas duo him by Hale Shortly after this altercation, oaths
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__ . A - &#39; _�_ __&#39;
12?� *""&#39; ".  � � . . 1 11� Smith blown u b .huvimri_. S�

3.3
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fjc.  "stuns and killing Rita Smith, wife of �H. E. Smith, and Heft-is
 s�white servant girl instantaneously, and horrioly mnngl1ng_ tho body C3-L
,§;-..&#39;;�_.;H--iI�i.1li.an1 E. Smith, who lived a few hours, however, and stated his bcliar--;."&#39;=g:-?@=_,_;.j§_f_Ii

&#39; 17 - � jthat Hale had had him killed. - s .1� &#39; - - - _ -
3}:--»1-�-+__ - .:_ &#39; &#39; -&#39; l . . SJ.8__ I V ,_ _ j 4 _ _

&#39;19} I �id�?-&#39;.*� &#39;  I It M35» developed throug1&#39;1nv<.=stigation by Bureau "agents that

ch 10, 1925, the house oi� �Ii liam �all was P if _ . ,3»,
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20?�,-" 1-. William K. Hale had� hired John Ramsay and Asa "Ace" Kirby �to murder � _
21&#39; � &#39; �� � &#39;Ii11iam&#39;E. smsn and his wife andhad subsequently paid Rams-¬.-Y QPPTQ-x&#39;in&#39;-5tz?l?&#39;§;-&#39;;fff2;%$;;ét ii--1�
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-."a�con&#39;fe&#39;asion obtained frdn John Ramsey himsolqi�, _:=s �F011 as the
,, at &#39;_Erncst Buzichart, who pointed out Smith-&#39;s hoist ~to Ramsey and Kirby, -
&#39; acting under instructions from Halo, and who sou-cht out Rzmsoy or-_ the

=1 _.. . �

1�-3
oi� this mrdor to inform him that William K. Hale and Hv.n:r-3&#39; Grammar, in
�<51-dor to p_ll;92y&#39;slis&#39;picion, were going to Fort �.�io1"-:h, Tséxas, to a cattle-non".B;&#39;

- -conference, und that William E. Smith and his re-i.f_= should bc-: murdcrcd
- iii�it. It developed furthur that William E.HPlc had attcrpzsd to hits. H1

the notorious outlaw, Al Spcnccr, to commit this 1&#39;.&#39;1lZ�d£.I�, hut Spend-:�i" f
._.-.<�..__.J _4....§._-_.. ¢.92_...-a- _..92..:1.». 1.,-, 1�.-.A -..-. ,._.-_.....-...-".4--t&#39;92.» .-+ -.-.1-92&#39;I»-92-h-.-v n 4--v-¢~iv-. ri�h�.
f|_;_&#39;|_u,5g,1,|,&#39; §|,|&#39;_-192,;;|_5 9241_u|, �_|_;__|,,J,l.. 1;, uuu uu 92.;92!l921kIL&J.1L¢ |.,J.u:i uu luuv;.il_3 u. HAY-n92.LJ.l us .

blowing a safe and killing individuals in such an attempt, ho had not "sank _
so low as to murder 1:-zlploss individuals for mono},-&#39;. After Sp<.;nc&#39;.~r&#39;: - - �é

&#39; refusal Halo att-xnptud to hire "Blackio" ihoznpscn, Diclc G3f&#39;.:g.~],&#39;, an-:3 L15
&#39; T-ithor, John Gregg, to rrurdcr &#39;.&#39;.&#39;illiam Smith :.-md his family, all of whom i .
§ rc�iscd. . - --

r 4

in the murder of"tho Smith family as sot out :1b0i�c. and &#39;.=:hc- actually placed�.- /. -.
&L1- -I�!-A_-,.&#39;9292-n my-92 Al� -nii-1-»-92_.--192n-:1-&#39;1-4s-92 192&#39;I92R 921&#39;I +1-_ �r �if�? 92*92rt9292:-r92 �ha 1&#39;4 * 1"�  � � ~:=�§§;92=:-_Ii&#39; "
�IQ J..|..VU-51_&#39;..LLU.l| 92I@$lL Q1. Ll]-92l-9292!-&#39;a&#39;d-l»J&#39;92r�J§l-ll 92�ll92l92II3 U1-I�! �-13 l4&#39; &#39;¢" 1551�-7" �-"�924- ""&#39; &#39; 4&#39; " 1-.1�._--- �;�>.-_E< *1 -.

4 &#39; william K, 1-1.»-.10 bccaao zifraid tn.-.1: "AcL" Kirby, one p-.rticip:.£°i;-.-1..
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-35:-. ~;.�*l<: L.» .
~"t�11::.~r  .
...".-,;$;; .1 .

.5, .!"w. .-..-= M.
_l4v~k

� would make known H-&#39;1l0&#39;s connection with those rnurd-o.1rs and rzcco:-dim"-;§.;{I&#39;� 1-.4 �. z_,;-
porsuadod Kirby to attcmpt tho robbery of :~. g;r:c-=ry stcro Igcjlr th-1.

or the cxnc�; hour of tho contcmplntod robber; nnc. its Kirby forced c;-.tr:.zno

V, Hal,-&#39;3 and his associates. -  -

into tho g�:�O _!0I"§&#39; storo through tho window, grcact-2.-<1 him wit-11 savers} lands of
buekshot from 1*. shotgun, there-by removing F1 witness who could h-zivc irnplicj;-E-vi

o Oklahoma Strata lino, assuring Kirby that th: -.x.rn-;.r of� the gr::cu:&#39;}&#39; stc-2�c__ _ ---if  _

_I .

possessed certain valuable gms. The n�-inf-r if trw stgr-"r -.:r1s in turn infclfrfi-�j
vs =.-_-.- _ ; -~;.- U.-.
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12. .1.--.-._*i.;e¢ have committed the murder oi� Henry Roan, was innocent, and thrt J

Ramsey, who was at that time living on William K. Hr».le&#39;s &#39;rr.nch, hF.d"f&#39;i@1rc¬?fP�* fl. &#39;13$#L
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$531.  p. . .
5�   knowingly contributed useml information. The agents of the Un: ted S.atos -�1*:;-*_~.~.,_. "___:"§;t_.,-&#39;_ &#39; &#39;

2%» s

_ P
- as .. ~

- s s e;
.   � - &#39;  &#39; . - _ "7&#39; �.3?-�. - �- . -  ~.  9; "1    .,*".&#39;."#£-.=_v-&#39;5 rt,-..-» ree-. 4 - . -@-�%�s.�%mwm§�e~-* , p_  _ . &#39; " -&#39;__:&#39;.&#39;-   -"F; =~,,j$j.&#39;;;:_+��-

-. . .  _.. -_ _,._ � _:.i._,, _,w"  M.� � &#39;.*� &#39;* U� " �~ 0 . - X . Q.  .-,  -sf�. lg?-
» .» ~&#39; -~ e .. -. r~$:1 -i.-;.*:-ii� 2

� -- " -- . --12$" 9 :_�=;-1�:�.<i==§gij:1;-_-�.21?-ja=:~&#39;M 7 . _;  �.2, _,_,_a_V<_V,_:.?_.:_,;
~ � _ -._-we e - - - . . - _.-_- - - � &#39;_- l i _. W 3 AL . ; 3. n_.- l__<: .2 ___�____.=-2%.; ;;;.�.~_ ,....;&#39;;¢;;f.�[.- .-.-, oi ~ .,.-n being confronted with "&#39;iiluCKlO rnonpsen nne toe -&#39; K11�£1.:I&#39;l1."L,i. 1:..- ;_¢..�;;l_::� . M  _

-� - i . - . 921&#39; ,- . � &#39;;*%=.~;_-_»--&#39;11 _ me� relative to the arurdors which agents had §=.lre="d;.&#39; obtained,  ;- _
co saod that he know all about the murders; that Roy_�Bunch, rho 1-rs

- actively in all the murders. John Ramsey v.-as ir:1odintely leoceted by  _;,_.�;_
� of the Biro:-.u, end upon being confronted by Burkh�rt and learning that  _ - .

Butichort had confessed, mode :1 complete confession as to his part in :ll the r
murders. &#39; 9 _ t - _  .

agents discovered that Mollie Burkhart, hill-blood Usage Indian wife of 1
,fErn0st Buithart, who alone remained between William Heleva nephew,

Burkhart, and the fortune of�1&#39;hc Lizzi_e__Q. family", at the time the �_ .
Government commenced ,1 ts investigation of the-,;.c:;se was dying frm: shat
was believed to be slow poisoning. It is an cstnbiishcd fact that as
as &#39;sho was� gotten out oi� the control oi� Birkhart and Hole shed icmc-di:_tc_13&#39;  -
1-opined her health and is living today.

~i-<}_:-I ..�E"&#39;!".&#39;-Igf;_�i_ 1;,-id!�*  �-
" .  * �i��§9�Z§.&#39;~§ -J?
. -r  .. .-.

__ . _.._ . �.:__ .,.:;_. _,_&#39; &#39; &#39; a  .-92&#39;-�-=._� 4_,__� i92_ .

In conducting investigations of these "I!1lI�Kl8I�S one Special Agent� of j
- the Uni tori States Bureau of Investi gition posed as an Indian medicine man ,1  M-,_.,r

in an undercover investigation, claiming to be in search of relatives who
had moved to Oklahoma several years before. He mode a lot of medicine
around itairferx, consisting mostly of sweetened water, and was token in by. &#39;
the Indians, visited in their homes, attended their cercmonials, tlieroby

, gaining nmch useful information. Not only did the agent acting as a
Pmedicine men in actually -dispensing the sweetened &#39;.=n;t0I� to the Indians

.-join their confidence and cooperation, but he also served as an Indizr.
medicine man in the inner circle and tribal councils, hc:1"3inF, them to makm �W
�plane for the administration of their tribal problems and&governmcnt. _

92

. K: �,1 --

- Another Special Agent of the Uni ted Statts Bureau of Invr.-stigsticikgtyqi
working under&#39;§rr,....-&#39;=- on the Case, posed as er. iwursnce ssle.s":=;n s.*~..&#39;i"rctus.l"},.,@?,
sold life insurance of a legitimate character, thereby gaining ont F p H
the h � citizem end gathering useful information, which
the citizens remsod to give to govermnent agents openly because of their
fear of William K. Halo. In connection with this sale of life insurance,� _
of course, information about the personal habits and other types of � "

-11� }.~<&#39;.;"_�I.»;&#39;1a--&#39;f"*&#39;~¢rance to  -

&#39; information available to insurance cunpnnica would be obtained, and
frequently this information would have n direct bearing on the difi�er..n_t»"&#39;  i
angles of the case under investigation. This agent contacted Willirm K.  V
Hale !1.i_"n=sl1" under his Quise oi� an insurance salesman. and almost succeeded. o  . .Q "&#39; �_ � &#39; r� w� &#39; - _;~§e&#39;.9>.-...;.=.&#39;:.�. -

a<1&#39;Q"in elling him er policy. -

_ ¢

� ->s--- " - s.- - - .;.
.� V_ .3� __ _ _
I Sti1l4nC"!;h6I� Special Agent oi� the United States Bureau :1�   "1�
" ;In etigation played the part oi� a plain__&#39;1&#39;§_;_as__con&#39;m3:_n,-and established

assllciation with many of Hal sis intimates and em�foycos, ell of 1711?-in uni-7?
1.. 4.. &#39;*j �Y  __�_,

E.1ré&#39;au_o1"Invcstigntion nho we-re working undercover on this case :>ft<.n met -

I
--2  . �
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r@&#39;--_-?-;,&#39;;,-_;;_  i i moth� and dangerous places in the Osage country, such as Iths &#39;..&#39;.&#39;o"92  ,5-§_A
&#39;1-:a�"�¥ I I &#39;I�T1&#39;Gl13 L�-led as a mo�-ting place by Al Spencer and his ou than gs-1: I�

~15 2-5» ""1! x:  ,1.

:2%~§~""§II

I . _92_ ,___-.r- - Q ,.
 C I . . " II  I   *92:~>i&#39;- I1?-"~ 4 �

.  . . .  -1�. <-is-�=.=>.= =  » r::-  ?.ITI&#39;I I""II-I  : nib-;_&#39;4 _ . . _ . _ &#39; . _._..Wv_�»;é   _- 2- -1-
&#39; "" "IQ I? &#39;I - I45�-I I I I I...� -&#39;.  * -I s--&#39; .1�-?�4&#39;.5-&#39;=~ =&#39;

i &#39;r~-�. - . .4 -|  Mfr H-I &#39;, - � &#39; v -- 92."~v5� : . 3" ~31 1: ".&#39;;&#39;.*&#39;,-- , <_~ -,5 . . -M -- -1 - _ wi  2%., 4~ »¢,

�.1-it _.l¬:*  i_,-  .92  1�,
&#39;-92"~;w.-&#39;>:=&#39;-&#39;~&#39; �-xi--._*.I ,1;-I; ��"-2 " is ~   =.~;~.~ ~�*""&#39;,_�  =

£3 " .i..--&#39;=-{=5 YT�G,  ._ -. i.
�I as "- _

-;-=;�. _,,../..;. -�Y�.i&#39;_"�,_.

-.-.<.
st»  . w»*".&#39;-

_ Han�! Hill, whore may murdorsand robberies had boon Plotted,rs . its or the United States Bureau of Invss tigstion, togethorI§.&#39;ith IsIII I IIII II I II_mant&#39;of tho _stato Bureau of Criminal Id0n�tiI&#39;icatIion or
n mo occasion B111? up for t .0 nights ord days "ith e ea nvi�t:t &#39;iItn.:~ssIII""�?§13 9 - -  -53399 -I . _ I� * " It &#39;-

§f�bo1�or0_§1obtaining a statement from him. �tho intoresti*g.__incidsnts
-?11_1- the investigation and the trial oi� the guilty portios involved in these,
murders are too numerous to" montim. - V P .&#39; � " ~

-i  &#39;,  v:on1&#39;y, work, upon his roloaseiinto custody of tho agents, ;ireve=�-;-&#39;-&#39;,;-

X , . 51; .., ..~,-Mir. _,_,
ezv _ .
Qfsf .  &#39;,7-,7, ,Pk. . .

35 he&#39;s g1utton,III§!�e ate tsabeno steak and French-fried potatoes

I 1 . ]f_Burt Lesson, rhoss "bogus" confession caused �rmu ng,ants&#39;nm!;y_~ I�
49 �D 3&#39; "

I� I�?2*-1] �.4 times a day. -Upon his first visit to n cafeteria with ngonts, upon
  ronoh!.r.g jthc cashier he "ans _faund. to have tour pieces of pic and three " 1:
;-__piccos&#39;er cake upon his tray� and complained of the fact that he has no2�$*-,-*-:�.*_�>" tors moat.di�sb..� .I � - 1- - .4». _ _ &#39;
5s� 5;

. . m. ., - ___ _
2    N,� ._ _H&#39;_,. �II I  &#39;_ ;._-1;:
2�?-&#39;,_n§?;.I &#39; V &#39;._ &#39; -&#39;. Dewey Selph, n material Government witness, testified to the foot
2-:&#39;II&#39;�T#&#39;-Fe�-., -th r . _ ~ .

,

- .. =_-
§2-"� Q2.

from th-o_Kr.n sns State Penitentiary, he "as left in  jr-.i1 coll of which ..l1_

334;� -_;~_�.§� _agents clad only in his under-rrlothing, sttunpting to hi�o in o. barrel st
:4� F . _

Q41, 3-_| 5 I-Io gave as his rossen fontho jail bro;-J-c that ho intended calling on ta lady�
friend, who, incidentally�; was his ox-wife, Cecilio. Bighonrt, full-blood," .~

35&#39;»;-.�.�.a;< - -
II!36  . O .Lu�; J�-4 -n

r >1,»= ;~.*:=1~

&#39;1 1 -.;&#39;.&#39;.,� -"
"-=;;;;;&#39;- &#39;

#9 .
»¢%s

�M, �.] ._,,_.,  . 2.
�T &#39;7]--.".*"~&#39;-II;.§;;¢:t,_~. &#39;__� > .2, &#39;_

1 >.. : .e_-:.= �.._ . -Q»!, ,.
at ho was liired by �-�fill: an K Hale to murder gfolsey !�F0I&#39;t�is&#39;0n&#39;s rife He i; n

23-§;1�__&#39;;".=�iI_.uaa released from tho S_:rnc&#39;uso,Knnsns, .Tr~.il to testify, ;,nd rhiln bsing
29&#39;,   at "Guthrie, Oklahoma, with other material witnesses who had be-on

�the bars sore found to have been partly sawed. He she"-ed. his appreciation"
�by breaking out oiltho savzecl burs and was subsequently Tie sated by E"-.1ror.u -é

- . �Fr  -- .,. _.

n pressing shop at Punhu s-i::=., Oklahoma, where 1&#39;11!-�.-&#39;."�.S having; his suit
::.j&#39; : *-ti-.g~

&#39;%%¥Y_§%°wmm- . =?j*&@l &#39; ~1~� is "&#39; " -&#39;  _;  "&#39;h&#39; &#39;1:s=»... ... .. .|
38.�  v . n . .I " On another occ.-ision Solph vnlked out on

with him the jniloz-&#39;s pistol, and ui�tern:zrds stole
m§�F&#39;

=":_.l  ;&#39;

1 i
 ,,�f�92I;&#39;_1I,.

4 ;, �

1. clrunicen jailer, trki
on ¢<.utomo�o1le &#39;1 &#39;1&#39; &#39;_ &#39;

and returned to tostify st the trial of Hale. Dewey Se1ph&#39;s next &#39;"-15%-a."q§";-_;.

While the trial t:n£= richinlly in progress re Bur-c=.:_.u agent cbtziinsd -"
Iinfomntion to the affect that Hale vns receiving letters from n witness tho"

_ -"had gerjurod himself nt&#39;Hnlo&#39;s former trial. This agent searched Hr.1<3&#39;s~. E
 @011 end located in the hedclothing two letters from the Tritxiess stating I I-
I i���" I l Il,=l92.s1= ho had psrjurod himself in Halo�-s bsmif at the list trir-.1. sad ir92.t~on¬.=t::2_

d . . ._ ._ . - 1,» &#39;*""

-:.."="� #1;-&#39;¢.<» <1. . .

mm, .
, 1 slsh ,,

I-in 14-5r�r92 �L.-I.-. A.-.4->..-92.92. tr.� ,-..,.-.,-. .,..,,,.-.4-..-.,.-..: &#39;5�. n....,_._._-_ -,,-._.,.§..~ . 4- .~ .~._1..,.,__. ..~._._i ~".1._.I_;_-...--_ 92._~:4._.--&#39;*E�*.~-nu n.|.r_.u.92.$ £11.23 uouziguu nu -.~l.>5 .i.k.&#39;Fb92.92y92aLlA"J9292 U!� Dull-Fl..U ?_.,�_J92,l1u�o hv . 92.|Ll.�Jg!�.4�.;_92-A.9292&#39;�¢h&#39; Liiibli-; -j»=�1_{&#39;"li

. A?�

�g complete n son tsnce there, resul tod i�:&#39;i1_:_.:lly for him.  --

-
 .&#39;-J �_,f:.�§" I

1;¢.ascapo, after having been returned Ito tho _n,rI~:.-ans:-.s State p._>,-_5_ ts;-*tj__-_;-jIr~I&#39;I&#39;IIIIKI . ,_. .._LI!::§:-.;_� - :-
»

- � L

so _3 m_ again.» This witness was subsoquentl}, ssnt to the St.~.tc
.  3&#39;0, "l.1l&#39;0 on n charge 01&#39; murder, and the stsztmcnts 1:01": introduces 1psinIsg;_§.,;;;;.»�a&#39;s?=§&#39; --

.  -"#11" � -
- . *-:1 B Y 11.18 fin�l §Z"1-&#39;JI].- - ,  -- a»_-*9?�-;.-&#39;*..�=3.;*�_&#39;- 1;  ,;;�.&#39;I:._,. �� �   l
<4»: " -i -,1-&#39;= &#39; " � -&#39; &#39; &#39; &#39; &#39; l &#39;  r-
55.-&#39;;___  " An attorney for 1!-110 located tx-we trumps :-no carefully
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�  �T 1� �= " &#39; - &#39;~ I .&#39; PI.» s " out sentences because of their perjured testimony. Host note-re:-thy..=__;;f---"~=
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15 1;.-*~*&#39;~,,;;;;é: I smith the "legal progress of the court. _ _;_use. 1 e ~   e r
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�life imprisonment for thenmrdor out� Arx:1_§_§_m_- , while Bryé�1&#39;l§.Tr1k!-urt

wh.ich��ne mic being tried. Investigation by agents of the Bureau -resulted t =11?-,
T�.  92-;_

iii the production of the hotel register �of an old Indiun canon who had =.._j;:
formerly operated a hotel at Fairfax, Oklehonm, reflecting that Ramsey �.-
Iea actually registered in this hotel" on the day oi� the murder. *1�-his -_ j 1 -�-""&#39;~*�=""&#39;-�-��-**�-" -

Indioniwoman, itdcveloped, bud been furnished whiskey by 1:. le..1�:&#39;yC.I&#39; e _
pr-gaeumebly 1.-:o{l§i.11g id--the interest of Halo,-in-:§:n -httanpt to have he-r&#39;
change hor testimony. This lawyer ms subsequently sentenced to eighteen &#39; " "

months in c Fodornl Penitentiary tor this action on his port, -. ,. __ _-._;._;l;?K}f_,,jf~,_.
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Remeeyend the other individu-ole involved in the mu:-do-rs, the GS-uE;0  .___ " �-5:3 c
Indians, through their. tribal council, pnsscd resolutions, enrolled &#39;
upon the records of the tribes, expressing their appreciation of the -  ~.-
greet service rendered by agents or the Uni ted States Emreeu of Inveetiget-ic.-nil"
in breaking up the vicious murder ring which had been praying upon that .;_;  e
tribe for years. - _

" William K.Hele and John Ramsey &#39;.&#39;rE;re tried four times - twice £1  . .
in_ the Federal District Court at Guthrie, 0k1�hO�*?.-R, once in the Federal A"
District Court at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and _onco&#39;in tho Foderr .,  &#39; .f§__District Court at Pa�huslce, Oklahorrn, resulting in their bring cc:92{ctod  _
fol-_the murder or Henry Ro:;g___r_;_r._d__5Entenccd to life im&#39;prieor.n-ant in �Zoo . I". ,
Federal i�_e_n&#39;i�t7;fit�iE_rj&#39;; lI_1;_&#39;¬lL-;i1jI¢_l].:_!WO_1:�ii1l_,@1&#39;1_§&B. Those two convictions
m�¬nn~re&cra1""c6@.rt,"cuc to the fact that the Uni ea Stet; =3 had
jurisdiction-over the actual place whore Henry R-1-on �ens murdered. "Cited!"  &#39;7,
sentences imposed in the state courts for murders over which tho Uni tad � &#39;
Stetos had no jurisdiction our-2  life. irzprisonmunt for
his part in the murder oi� William E. §*Yith end family; Kelsov 1�~bmis-1»: , -

-

_ ._,.._ ,.__ ,_ � =brother oi� Ernest B1rl¬hart�,��turn0d state&#39;s eagixencc in state court und . _/_.»
. _,l&#39;,,&#39;res never convicted. ..
3. .1�

51 _  � ._ &#39;" . It is interesting to note thut upon t�:1-;: first trial of Hale
I r." - 1 the Federal District Court ruled that it had no jurisdiction

3; .-T�§i¬_____�l&#39;f_,wt.h case, only to be reversed by the Suprunc Court of the United St:-.t<.:s�
Be

in the .cor&#39;1pn¥ZT tivoly short per icd of twenty-five du3e.. From the j; __ �,.__,,~;~..,_¢....,.. nrftriol of Hale and Ramsey in the Federal Court at Githric o hung
jur resulted. Tin: coso was retried at Oklehom City in the Feierr-11
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One other interesting eidelight to these cases is the fact
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. short time after her father had been.sent to the penitentiary, married B.
_. weal thy fllii-b1.,OO.d| 0sa.="*_e Indian, erected e hone, and at present liven
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_ _ criminals in the nation to thateeetion to preygupom the newly
 -,. rich Indians end, if profitable, to mrry them. I_J_9211�___i;I15 a &#39;
 �period of recent years many geelthy Osage Indians eamelto their

death in aiiysterious manner, and these outrages came to a &#39;
c1i.ni3E&#39;ivith the deaths of Anna Brown, Henry Roan, and W. E.
"Bill" Snithyand family. The Osage Tribal Council and many,
builiness-._n!sl..n begw. to otter rewards for the _selut-ion oi� the &#39;

*1 " �nysterious murders, and amateur detectives and many..:-so-called;
i, "sleuths" mde fruitless investigations which resultedqin .

nothing more than a destruction of many valuable "leads" and
the loss of the oon1�idenoe and cooperation of the citizens in

&#39;4

,.
as

.

fronted Special Agents of the Bureau 01&#39; Investigation, U. S. �

Department of Just ice, when they began the� investigation of
the alleged murders. .

- � It was developed that a hunting party found the hochr of

Anna Brown in a_ ravine near Fairfax, 0kJ.aj:eme., a crude autop.-17
&#39; indicating that she had been shot through the CI�ElI1_i11E;. from the

rear; that Henry Roan, an Osage Indian, whose body was found
an the fmnt st oi� his car in a mall canyon, had some to his

death as a result oi� a gunshot wound; and that the home of . -
&#39; "1 Y. E. "Bill" Smith had been completely demolished during the

" ni�t "bi achargé of high explosive, which resulted in the�
death of Smith, his wife, uholrae an Indian, and s servant girl.

c.
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" The attention of the Agents, who were searching for motives

1 for the crimes, was directed toward W. K. "Bill" Hale, an
unscrupulous prospector, who was lmown to have had in his emplogr
nn.s_ny reckless characters. It was learned 1;1=.:_-t Anna� Brown was
the daughter oi� the Squmi, Lizzie Q, who had two other daughters
Mollie and Rite. The latter was the wire or 3111 Smith and

" . Hollie waeguarriedto Earnest Burkhart, a nephew oi� Bill Hale.
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=&#39; - Lizzie Q. had acquired.a large fortune, as had her children,
and when  became serieusls ill s joint  was made hp� her

&#39;I"and.her daughter, Anna Brown, providing that the survivor oi�-  &#39;?&#39;-73,31� ,e.; Q?" the-two uenlr� inherit the bulk oi� the others estate. It was _
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_ the case as to W. K. Hale was reversed and rernanded for re-
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=. ered. Apparently Rita Snith alone stood between the entire  5
rtune of the family and Burk.hart&#39;a wife, Mollie. d&#39;Bil1 {isith   _

earths situation and began to discuss openly the pOBSibil11;1e8&#39; -.
connected with the death of Anna. Ho doubt it would be beneficial
�to some one to dispose or Smith and his wife. Such we the status

"--oi� affairs -when Smith&#39;s home was -�blown up, resulting in the tragedy
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�" "-� �-"&#39;  art!; before the death or Lizzie Q. that Anna Brown was round _  §*;,,;&#39;--jg�!

1 �A
t3� 1.-,

emit,_ already described. The apparent 1i.s.ns were miscarried, however, &#39;
� &#39;whm_an_ith survived his Iiteby grew hours, and "his 1;rife&#39;s estate"apt toil dqughter of Smith by 8 former marriage. It was also &#39; ���:-- ~
learned that �£11 Hale had a claim or $5,000.00 a5;air.st- Henry Road, ,_
one or the victims. After Roan&#39;s death it was discovered that Hale _ -
_ had "insured Roan&#39;e life for .=f;2.5&#39;,OO0.00, and that Hale was the -a &#39;  -
:�beneficiery. . The insurance was not paid on account of fraud.
&#39;.- .~_ i - 4. &#39; 92

I� � .-� __ � , a I _. - - , }� ~ r

5-.�__ _ The i�reau of Investigation Agents continued their invcstiga-
tion,  the confidence and cooperation of the Indians, as _
well as the whites, mingling with the people as medicine men, in- �
snrence ageinte, and gathering valuable 1I1fOI&#39;i;.5�bi011, uhtil tliey ob- _

.,.-:--__.�. � . . IA:

_ .&#39; -. :�_-;$*"&#39;.1-�:2

3 tained evidence an£i&#39;icie:1"l- �bu shot that Hale was the raster-mind
&#39; "behind these murders, in order to obtain fer himself and nephews  .:{_ !:&#39;-A-
_ the fortune of Lizzie Q. and her daughters, as well as the insur-.

ance on the lite of Henry Roan. The murders dad been bx�-.1ta3. and t �
in cold blood, and evidence was obtained showing that they were
coimnitted under the direct ion of Hale. .
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Every trick and device oi� resourcefxil attorneys had to be not
_a&#39;t the trial. Witnesses comriitted perjury in their testimony, eni &#39; -a
many-oi� the prosecution&#39;s witnesses were ixitimidated cud threatened.  w _
However, on October 29, 1936, at Oklahoma City, Old"-.ohona, �{¢&#39;illi2:;: K.

+

.,-._,

i Hale and John Ramsey, who participated in the murder of Eenry Roan,�  _  _
were found guilty and were sentenced to life imprison-dent in
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Leavenworthroderal Penitentiary. 92 -
y" " �ta

92-Jtrial-by the United States Circuit Court oi� Appeals. Following
this, Agents oi� the Bureau of Investigation made a recheck oi� the &#39; ..
original investigation and Hale was brought to trial again at
Pawhuslca, Oklahoma. On January 86, 1929, he was again convicted
and sentenced to lite imprisonment at Leavenworth. &#39;
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dead_  one J_im92!-Sharp, limo, she stat&#39;qd_,; eas a defendant in»-»_
one of these cases, and who had supp1iec�I an agent of the

� . with aJ92etatement of his attack on her; and that she now
" to secprela copy of this statement or to be allowed to see it.
&#39; I informed Miss Patrick that EuCh statements, as well;--v
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" &#39; P1eese�be a-mm um en� rebrq-ery n, 1935 there
appeared -get this office a man who gave his-name as Bil Griffiee

�and stated that he is s. reporter for the Southwest Am icau, a
d 11 we e. er at Fort Smith, Arkansas. He desired -� o be

8. I I16 P Piiirnisheddrith information relative to the.W. K?Hele case, » -
�P S0919Hale being convicted in connection with the killing O; _e

I dienl a fer years ago I eeked him why he desired theOsage n .data and he stated that he is writing 3 story which he expects &#39; H
� d t ctive i_Iill be published in one oi� the McFadden Company e e e

story magazines.

&#39; I, of course, informed this man that he should make
inquiry of the Division with respect to such metteni. _ �

� I I was �not favorably impressed with the appearance oi
h ft1-11 1 dividual and my recommendation in the matter, whic I o

e ncourse realize is gratuitous, is that he be not fuI!.&#39;I1iJI1Bd
information with respect to this or any other case. V  
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