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;6 C.G of Pageantry Will Stage the His-
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] 0 .B. Thompson was the -last
pen!ngs .asufie” of the old Chickasaw Na-!
th.. Xpe is now residing in New:
tk ‘and is at present on a tour of!
t state. Like Princess Watnhwar
Lol Te.ptn is cancelling two weeks,
of bookmg to come o Pewhuska, to’
; fitl an engagement of two days with
I#*.nq mammotk Indian Princess Festi-'
val of Song, to be held in 4he ng’h
School Auditorium June 9th and 10th*
Te Ata hai her early truining at,
the Chickasaw boarding school Bloom '
. {fwld semimary and later firished col-!
HER 1 lege &t the Oklahome College for wo-!
" ‘men at Chickasaw, Okia, From '
there ehe went to the School Bf The:
! Theatre, Carnegie school of Techno-!
logy, Pittsburg, Pa. From Pittsburg |
lTL Ata went to New York City to.do:

-mbmitlon

legitimate stage work and appeared |
gin the famous French play that hadl
| such & phénomenal run, ‘‘the Red
‘Po_pp\,' alsc she was Andromache in
the olo. Gru-. Classxc “Trojan Wo-
n“.’h. >

l Following these engagements she
{ haaded her own company in a tour’
: embradizy all the leading cities of the
|rountr) “The nobility of this Indian
. Girl, her charm and grace are em-
! phusized by her beautiful Indian cos-

"""""'"—"""""'!"

l

i tumes. She s acclaimed “the.
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. healer of differences, has bound them ' age county this-year ‘han usual. They | The disiriet court stows a record |
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]nw countics can furmish zuch  ade!  Mis

state are joining with the farmmg
element to. betierr farm conditions
Oklahkoma iz an
agriculiural state and the cities that
irecognize this  fact and  assist,in
building up the industry will reap the
ewards of the future.
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‘tien agent will spend Wecnesday ;
in the commumity, meeting at  Mrs.
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men end *;  The OQuage covnty comimissioners to- | Kansas where he usked him if h
. > tac Qkin- % sy maode their =election of a prin- | would see Snyder at Pawhuska. Wil
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25 that he heg beer. persuaded to deny the same by his &ttorneys ang Bill Bale
26 . ;
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; %‘, .. Beference your wirs ninth oancerning statement. Ernest Bur*mrt
'71% ' relative to heving been persuzded by his sttormays .and BI1l Ede-
23 to testify falsely egsinst igents this burscu, dcsire you meks
25 every ofiort to have parties responsible for givimg of this ialss
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~€ VYTICRANDUM FOR TEZE ATTORNSY GENERAL.

_21 N 1 am sttaching hereto for your ‘Thfdormation e copy
‘ of & telegran which I have received from my 4gent in Charge
at Jklahoms City which has reference to the stcry recently
25 carried in the papers giving the testimony of & man Ty Tk
heme of Burkhart to the effect that Agents of this Bureau

2 :

;2.6, had resorted to third degree methods in order to obtain his

ag. confession., Burkhart repudizted this statement the follow-

T ing dey and involved other partles as being responeible for

- his perjured testlmony. !
30 X |
35 1 instructed the Agent in Charge at Oklanoms City

i, to moke every eflort o have the parties responsidle Zor

,; glving this perjured testimony prosscuted to the fullest ex~-

35 tent of the lew.

"22 1 thought that you would be intercsted in the at-

:;.38 : tacned telegram which shows the progress being made.

39 '

. Resrectfully,
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A6 c—Lllregtior.

48 ,
49 - :
50

- &ncle
.)1 ’f .

o fllf &._MV |

o

56 :
; | | Tr5

. J— P L . —
oV F s e T g e T :
R 5 I L I ¥y L
T Sla aake e Rt }::ﬁ-..;;.:frq“‘h ot
) b -

[ S e By e e — et ——— e e P

r

o



?‘ :"n- .

2 . e L imhe

A = - )eyartment of Efusm:e S

r ;. ‘ S ' __ . ; P . o

3 3 TELEGRAM RECEIVED

e i

3

¥ '1§ * oxujm cI7Y, OmlazaMA - JUNE 14, 1926, . &G L

¥ 4 : L : L

% T . o | : ;

5:; 16. : - ) . . E

17 - prmeerae, : - |

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOK, : - IR
DEPARTLENT CF JUSTICE, - T
WASHINGTON, DeCe . L |

INVESTIGATION PAWEUSKA OF PARTIES RESPORSIBLE BURKRART GIVING FALGZ TEERISY
DEVELOPED THAT IT Wa$ FOLLOWERS AND ATTORNEYS OF HALE WHO USED SUGGESTIVE MRANS |
"IN OBTAINING SAME OSAGE GOUNTY WILL EAVS NO FUSDS AVAILABLE UNTIL ATZER JULY ot e
PROSECUTIKG ATTORNKY PAWHUSKA AT XY REQUEST IS GOING PO GALL GRAND JURY SOON A3
FUNDS AVAILAELE 70 PRESENT CASES OF PARTIES RESPONSIBLE AND AM ARFANGING OKLAZGM
BAR ASSOGIATION 70 HEAR ISFORKATION OBPATNED AS 70 HALE'S ATORNEYS FRAVITG OTSZ
wmmss& AND PERSUADING BURKEAR? T0 BRING CIVIL ACTION AGAINST AGEXTS AND AYSELE

. wm. WRITE YOU FULLY

,it
ORE WHITE
Rec'd & Decoded
9: 00 Pelle
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§ Bepartment of Fustice ’ ) )
£ Fureau of Innestigation 12 ansen IO
9 L
A P. 0. Bcx 1535, 4
i Okishoma City, Oklahoma, ¥
1o June 15tk, 1926, _ i
13 .
14 <
15 LY
16 Director, o
i Bureau of Investisetion, hp?_ y
ig Depurinent of Justice,
;= o veshington, D. C.
'§§:¢, — . PERSONAL AND CONFIDEITIAL _
. 2?‘ Dear Sir:
23 U
24 In re: QOsage Inaian iurder Cases.
gz " With reference to the atove matter,.will etate that I Lave
27 been at Pawhuska, Oklahoma, almost contimuously eince iLay 23rd
AR as & witness end to assist in the trial of Lrnest Burknart, who
249 iz being tried there in the Stete Courts for his zart in tne mar-
‘30 der of ¥. E. Smith, his wife &nd servent girl, Burkhert was orly
‘11 cherged with the PurdPr of 7. E. &mith.
32 7 . . / .
332 The Attorneys for Hale - S, PMTPreeling, J. I. Howard, J. M.
32 Svringer end V. S.vHamilton - resorted to every conceivadble meons
ag of deceit andé unfounded melicious chorges arninst &ll ef the Ageatis
56 * to bring about the acquitisl of uzrnesi zurikhart, Thelr otject in
AT, doing so of course wes to thersby defest Justice in the Hele cezse,
18 for they well knew thsat if Burkiart was convicted, thet he would
13 probedbly testify aguinst Hale ir not only tte V. E. Swuith case but
‘0 the ease involving the killing of Henmry Reern,
I [}
; In their efforts to succeed in this scheme to b ing abhout t¥ .-
23 seruittel of surkhart, they endeavorcd te exclude from tle Jury
44 the statement which wes feken irom Burkhart by sIec;&l agent Frang
3c Smith and myself, also to exciude the testimony Jiven by Burkhart
“'; before the Federal urand Jury &t Guthrie and the stetenents made to
47 Agents John k, Wren and J. A. Sireet while these Agents were with
43 Burkhert in New liexico, El Paso and San antcnio, a3 well s the
49 statement made to lir. John lLeehy, Special Prosecuvor of Hale, Kanmrey
$9 and Burkhart, Assistant County Attorney Jeffries end myscif et
- Arkcusze Clty, Zanses, just before the Preliminery Heoring cf dale
“;5 CF 4»“3157;;-, . ané .cmsey, held lmrch 12th,
54 3 ; ~ "/ _/737 2/h T 1 R
f ..,-" ) I l s _ ‘52“" |V];7_/ / L{' -1
56’ v L (‘)Af.-\ (R O R R M\ boe e T
r:;c 53} Loy N 1098 AN
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Varicus witnesses were used tc submit their evidence &5 tc the
exclusion of these statements. imong these wiinesses were all of the
Lreats, including myself, Lr. Leahy and tr. Jeffries. o suppor: the
defense's side, they used Burkhart as & witness, a2 well as Eill hsle
and John Iamsey, &ll of whom testified to a yery ridiculous story that
we had punished ther to secure the ticteients, BT177Hale cleimin that
we had rut & black cap over his head and placed him in & chair char ¢
with electricity, threcatened him with deatllh ead ciherwise abuscl hli,
in order to get & statement, &ll of which he resisted &nd refl..l c
do, famsey and pPurkhart had similar stories of lesger degree.

The Court exciuded the statement made by rurikhart to Speciel igent
Smith and me but submitted the evidence given by Zurkhert to the Federal
GCrand Jury at Guthrie in Jenuary end wlso the csintement made te .r. Lealy,
~zeigtant County Prosecutor Jeffries and myself at irkenses City. The
Court rerwrked that in excluding the statement mode io Specinl igent Smith
£.d mreel?, it did not tske into consideratic: the ssory 1cld o Hale,

semsey &.i Durkhert es to tie punisigient used oy 1.5, els., =S thoza stevies

svemed o L& ver, uarcascactle, dbut thnot ibe stotoient thore mice was ntt

<¢:sidered voluntery £5 the man was ader er-est cherred with first legroe
JE

rmrder end nad been tulen Irom rawhusiz, Ok , where he wz=s esrrasted,

to Juthrie, Okla., arriving there &t nicdni~nkt ar‘ there told that the
tederal Grend ¢urr wos in cession hearing too murder cuse against Yim end
others - that the Ceart considered, under these circumstznces - the stete-
ment mode by Purkbort at thot time was not voluntery dut that ths other

stotements, mede before the Federal Grend Jury and In iriansaes C;ty, CLre
volurtary sistenents end they would te subnitied to tne Jvry. TerioT T

the Jury was recalled and evidence submitted,

? > The state proved & conspirecy oetween Hale, Nomsey end Zurkhart o
. 46 bring ebout the murder of these Indinns who wargp related to Burkhart's
< 47 wife and thereby allowing the forture tc cone to l'cily surkhart (Irnest
: .=
- & .5 Zurkhert's wife} and Bill Hele, Ramsey and Frrihurt s=cure the seme, and
& 43 the &tate thereby submitted ell the evideace with re ference t. +:e murder
R 50 of Anna Brown, .. ©. Saith, his wifc and servant girl, bdutl dic not bring
. - .
‘. sl in.gn; evidence with refercnce o Ve HGzn Clase.
A 52
3? 53 y Dburing the entire progress of tuls tricl, rrict surlieord ssezed to
v 5i te Yery restless and nervous, The Deputy Sheriffs wihe rad caarge ¢ver hin
-. Il - -
i =13
i3 L
- N
1
*

"
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steted thet he wes wnsble to sleer. On Tuesiey, the Bth, Burkaart
slizped = ncte out of the Jail by one of the vesuty Sleriffs to I,
Leahy, but had & grest deal of trouble cemmunicetiling with Lr, Leahy,
due to the fact thot- Bill Hele's ettorneys hed sepured B Coury Order
preventing enycne from 8eeing Burkaert, except his Attcrneys, his
wife end relatives, Uhe ncte recuested L, Leshy to come to ik
Jeil the nizht of the 8th, thet he winld like to see him, 2. IZzo
eppeered &t the Jeil and Burkhert premptly teld him that he wel 3l
end disgusted with endeavoring to g¢ through-with the lies that were
beins sworn to end thet he had been prompted to swesr to and thet he
wented to tell the truth, go before the Court, plead guilty to the
cherge and take his medicine, Lr, Leehy prompily infcrmel him thet lLe
wes prosecuting hic end would be uncble to advise him in any wey and
further talk with him sbout the matter; thet he hed better get himself
an Attoraey and confer with him for soing belGre itne Jourt to plesad

to first desree rurder wculd be herd to do &end a very serious metter.
Burkhart told him he would like to gc¢ throush with it enyway and
rrocotly informed lr, Leahy that Lo would lise for hia io seni Jor
*Clint loss, a very reputzile and good atiorney at lulse, ir, lcss wss
corrrunicoted with and came to FPawhuske on June $th. ifter coulerence
with his Attorney end State's Attorneys, Burkhert ceme into open Court,
snncunced to the Court thet he wented to discharge his Atterneys,
Freeling, Howard, Hanilton anl Springer, employ Clint Xoss end to emter
& plea of guilt to the charze he wis being triec upon,

T IR T T rer
g il
- L LR
1)

: -12 Pefcre accerting the plea of guilt, the Court acked him £ ..

5 :i of (uesticns as t¢ whether or not he understocd what he was plesiing

b ;; guilty to and if it wee of his own free will and accord withoutl any

; .45 prorises whatsoever and whether or not the igents of the Lepaert.ent of

| '41 Justice hed used any force in order tc obtain e statement from him,

k Burkhart told the Uourt thet we had noet; thet all we 411 to him was to

; i8 talk to him end keer him up ell pight; thet he hed received tre kindest

: 49 trociment from us, After e few more cuecticis, the Crurt accented
?? Burkhart's plea of guilt and deferr:zd senicnce until June 2lst,

- »

?E . A%t the time Burkhert plead guilty, I wes in Oillahema City having
9~ returned to the office after testifying, in order to lock after ciler
-53 mat#ers cominzg wp in the Oklehima (City territory, expecting, however, to
fsé return to Pawhuske to testify in the rebuttal, Upon receiving the infor-
-
5e . , P (,,
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13 4:~Director
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9
}E a5 to Burkhart's piez of gullt, I irmediately wired you and proceeded to
T e Fawhuske, there %6 et the details es to how surkhart came teo swesr to
A8 the story he did, his change of heert, etc, I had been informed before ¢
P leaving Oklahoma City {(at the time I wes tecld about Burkhart's rlea) that 1
;1 Xy he had been persuaded-by Biil Hele and his attorneys_te change his stete- 4
* ment and swear to the stcries wnich he d4id, etc, Upon my arrivel at
22 Fawhusks, I wes immediantely told that Burkhart wanted t0 see me, .0 3¢
23 I had nin broucht to the County Attcragy'c office, Upon firsi & carucice,
24 he was very rmch disturbed and, with fears in his eyes, tola nc ..eT .2
25 had lled end thet he was now going to tell the-truths thet he hed comsider-
i ed that was slwzys the best ccurse out of anything and thet he woald not
2 only tell the truth in the Smith case but would tell what he hed told us
' 977 in the Hoar case and wculd itestify to any Cours in the Tnited Staves to ;.
}fb that effect, He did not materielly chenge the stetement he had eiresdy :
e made us in these ceses but re-affirmed their truth and told me he wanted to
: testify tc it.
12
:3 ie statod thet ne was influenced ito chenge from his truthful stete-
;: ments to tte lies which he teetlfled tc in the l.eering ¢i 2is gure end Ia
o the rreliminary of :&le and Ramsey in Larch by bale’s I{riends arc his attor-
j36 neys. He stiates thet when he gct upcu the stand at the lale-lansey rrelimi-
g?’i. . nary Hearing in iarch, where he was placed by tre Stafe 1o testify, that he
S8 fully intenced to tell the truth, but when Attcrney liamiltoa made such an
.fg objection to his testimony and re.ueczted the Clourt's permission, &ad szcured
<0 scme, to confer with him, thet Hemiliton took him intc the Judge'. hwlars
s and told him if he tectified for the Stzte he would implicate hi. :if,
4 Burkhart stetee the: Hemilton did not ask him what he was goinr =0 tec® ™
- to Tt stoied thut if he testified he would implicate himself, aise thut the
44 magisirate before whom he wes testifying could not offer him imrnity; thet
45 Hamilton thereupon called in Attorney Howard, wmaking the steteuent to Purkhart
6 that Howerd was a better attoraey then he {Hamilton) and thnt Hovard weuld
47 recd the law to him, Burkhert cleims that Howerd thereupcn secured & law
-3 vocl and reed the leir to him to the effect - so 3urkhari stated - that the
49 County Judse before whon he-was ‘being tried could nct offer him iumnity end
59 theyr beth slvised him thet he was only Jetting himself in seriows irouble by
51 testifying for the ctate, 4ster quiie an argucent, ther secureld _rnest
52 Burkhart'c promise that he would delsy his tectiImony until next norning, and
R they &ll returned to tie Couriroom when Attorzey Free:iing sinounced to the
54 Court'that he would like an ad journmeat un+ 1 tomcrrow, it bei~: then ehout
,;‘ ) 5:00 5'clock and this move wus granted. Burkhart siatec that g1 timt tire
=1 {after he hed talked with Howard and Hamilion) his iatentions were £4viil x3cé.
57 but that t-st night Lou Olipr, one of Bill Hale's close, personsl criond.
LY . , N N
59 L -(. g / .
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8180 partner in the cattle business and former esscciste in rany cattle
gtesls of EBill Hele's, took him [Burkhart) in an suiomobile from Pawhuska

to yairfex and went to 2ill Hale's home, He cleimed that that night,before ?
Lou Olier und about twenty of REill Hele's {friends, including uJre, Hale :
and her deughter, Willie, he was talked to zlmost ell night and plesd with
to not allow the igents of the Gcvernment and the sttorneys for the Svate
to persuade him intc testifying; to listén to AfStorney Hamilicn and take
nis mdvice, The Attorusys told Burkhort tefore be left for Pairfex that
they would not come dcwny thet they thoucht it test for them nov to be witi
him in Fairfax, and that Bill Hale's friends vould take cers of [ um.
Burkhert.states these people telked t¢ him eimest el] night, resucning tae
next morning to Pawhuske, Upon their return, Lttorrey Freeling telked <o
him and then Attcrney Hanilton ceme in., That e (Hemiltcn) did not ask him
whet he had told us but told him thet 2ill Hale had told them that the
Government sgents had put a bleck cepn over his' hezo anc had set Lin down

in an electric chair, threatened him vwIth Jesth and ctherwise ebused hir, !
arnd if they hed so trested him {Burkrert) thet he should get wup end tell it

in Court. In this menner, they went over & greetl ceny things tret Hzlc hed
tcld ther, and then would say to Surknert, sc he states, that if this sume
thing occurred to him, he sheould so ctate and if whet we hed teocczified o

eg to the ciatements, etlc, v;ich ke huad made wes not true, thet e sheor:o
deny everrthirg, Attorney Springer ceme in after being coiched by Freeling
end Humilton for quite a time end told Purkhert that he should nske it as

" Btrong as possible, He states that he then got on the stand fer the

Defense and denied all his Icrmer stateunents anl told the lies ebout the
abuse he hed received which prompted his giving said statenmenss,

Burkhart stetes tlret during one of the ccaferernces ne hnd «ith cl-
ey Freelinz, Springer end Jross (the Letter, £ purtnor oi Eenilicl, t“a‘ -
was advised by these attornevé thet Lie should oring a suit imediately aﬁaln-u
T,ne LICVEI'IIIILEHE i‘.CEIlBS IUI' xu_na.plng ILJJ.E!. H.IJ.L Ft.[lllc,' l'l].m h’&lﬂwt ﬂ_S El&..l. 0
New Lexico and Texas; that they knew, of course, that they could not rescover
any money from such & suit as we zre only employed and peid sclesries by the
Government £nd hed ncthing, but that the sult would bring about ar influence
on public opinion which would be im their favor and agsainst the (wyvernnent
Agents, Freeling and orosg - cofter ‘Durkhart vela them, "Well, it wss £ll
right if they saw fit"~ stated they wowld drew up tie Jarvers fer Tue sult, :
Burklmrt claims that thet wns tle las: he ever heard of such suit, thit he i
a;gned ne papers and hed no furiner talk witk them eboui the reme,

1 :
!
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6:-Director.

After receiving this informeticn from Burkhart, I immedietely took
the metter up with County Attorney C, K. Templeton of Pevhuska, and
after going over the matter of Burkhart's statement with relference %o
his testimony, etc,, Lr. Templeton advised me thet, ae soon as Osasge
County zecured somg funds, he would cell & Grand Jury and investigate
the A{torneys' part &s we‘l es Bill Hile's friemis* tart with reference
to heving Burikhart testily felsely, Oszje Ccunty &t this tizms is com-
rletely without funds but will have funds availeble &t the begimnning ol
the next fiscal year, July lst, end we expest & State Grend . vy to ve
celled shortly thereafter to not only heer evidenge in the cude O Livilg
Burkhart swear falsely, but to hear a case acainst Attormey J. i
Springer for heving framed other witnesses to testify falsely. Atiorn ay
Springer had two witnesses at Tulsa, whom he had framed throush a couple
of City Detectives there, tc come intc Court g% the Burkhert trial and
sweer to same statements thst they were supposed to have heard Bill
uﬁlth meke, while they [(Bill Smith and others) were &t Fenr)  Cramuer's
rench, sbout beins away with Smitht's wife. This case, in &ll probability,
did nct re.ch the stage where Attorcey S;r’nger cen be kondled criminelly
lisble but ir. John Leahy telle e that he is going to takes trecse fact
btefore tne Cklahows 3teite RBor Lscociation end heve tvhem near :vidence
in reference to distarring Springer,

I an having Agent Zrank Smith prepare & deftailed rejport Ior you in
this connection, includinz the vwhole aifair in deteil, and I will submit
the s.me tc¢ you in the near future, In the meantime, I am giving you
this ietter for your informestion &5 to the occurrences in camiection wi
these cases,

Tne result of what hewrinzs we hove alrealy had in State Jcourts nas
been very gratifying indeed, The State authorities, from the Attorney

Cererel on dovm, have rendered ali the hely %they possibly cciid., The
County Attornery and the Sheriif st Pawhuske ere certainly tc de comizndel
for tne m~ood worl: they 4id in these triels, They ailorded us sll th
essistonce they poscibly cculd., I oelieve, newaver, thet the cne min vhe
is more responsible tnon gnyr other lor putiing cver itii: success of the
preosecution in the Stute Uourts &1 lawliull., 1o L. COnnN woLhy. L .ucahy

is onc of the best cttorneys in {ic otate ol Lhlahc o ard Lo & vida repu-
tqtion not only es oo attorney, vt &3 a splendid charcster, iz het the
cgnlluence and respect of the peorle in Jsure county.
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16 :
7 r
18 Public opinion in this stete is entirely with the prosecuticn of '
. © Hale, Rausey and this geng of murcderers, and now 18 the time for ;
T4 us to try the Kenry Roan cese in Federal Court. rrangenents, I '
21 % believe, sre beinz broucht &bout by Unitéd States At'to*'ney Roy St.
22 Lewis and Upecicl sesistant to the Litorney weueral Siwin drovn o
23 bring about prosecuticn in the woen case of Zill Hele and John
24 Ramsey, Lveryone consents to this prosecution in Federal lourt, -
25 except District Judge Jesse Vhorton of Pawnuske, who tried Zurknari. R
26 He claims, I telieve, thet he thinks the matter ¢f the ceses should P
27 be tried in Osage County, inasmuch as Ossge County has received :
YRLL naticn-wide publicity in reference t¢ the crimes comnitted ihere by :
29 Hale end his gang and thet he wenis to shew ihe nztion thet these - ._
D] marderers can get & fair and impertiel itriel in Osage Comty. )
31 This County, &t the present fime, is withiut funds 10 have ancther
32 trial and will be until after July lst, The next term of Court et
32 tart place is scheduled tc tele place Sepiember, 1926, Judge whorion
2 clains thuot he Coes not feel it would be right to czll a sueciel term
2 . durirg the sumuer monthe and keep the Jury torctier for twoe or “rree
36 weeks curing the uncomferiatle surmer deys and thereby pleczs it over
4;‘\ Ty until the September term when he fixed Hule's case for trisl,
387 '
39 ’ Everyone concedes that the gererel public in Osege County - L
<0 even the Judge, himself, edrits this - wante 40 see the Federal Comrt
a1 get a chance to iry Fale and Hemsey in the Roen cese; first, as i:
&2 will be & great ccst to the Couniy and & lorg, drewn-out trisl ¢ e
3 had in Stete Ccurts and will evicently end up in & mis-trial which
a4 will add additional costs for snother; then, sheuld & mis-trial teke
45 place, they think that Hele and aamsey will ep.ear for bené and probe-
A6 atly sccure same,
; 47
38 I will keep you advised.at all tires as o the progress of
49 these cases, ly time hes been so taken up during the prozress of the |
3 59 Burkhart triel thet I have had little time to write you a swmacry
’ s’ 1 report in this matter and then matters were chenging to such an tent
A 52 Ihat it was impossible to give you any definite infcrmotion,
3 52 '
% 54 : \ Tours very truly,
T : _ ,
56 % -—
et . W |
1 sz B ' Specia A! i1, Charge. -3 /“ ] T §
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26 . Fhite of the Cklahomn City office of the
o ' Bureau, rel=tive ts deyelo~mente in tho

w3 - i Ogage Indtzn marder gazes, mare narticularly -

31 Tary tﬁxly TAIT8,

36, h.;, - | _V..‘. . ) ‘. . 7 . D!.'recﬁol'-

L Ime. 2307

wn
¥
L

IR
"-y

A
NARED .

567
5."' CHIN 23 1926

-t r"."rg‘%.‘v‘
LWy
) P
A
Py
'.l
*£
-
ey
=
[
L
v
]
+

= . —

M xa . L
4 AT o e TN ”?“.”gl,b ‘

3 B M S ¥

M < SR SR ﬁ,». el

i
. . Cv ey e . r

L A

e
i r
Fl

- . fm,
R n:-._),‘.- - -'.-_2:.,. . -

‘,¢9’ - " o referring to tho tri=l of Ernest Jurichart. o SO

P p—— =k T AR, b, ao e il TR e .

. - B e 'ﬂ'
/‘ ‘ Ms T Y 4 - ‘:w -
} A et "z
. B R

P R

Jt
"\t | - ¢
T e s
A : Tk
'
"o “

-

3
—
L [

cezaes



I T SRR En i f o= o0

T . o - ' e . . ${ __i‘_; e ,,..__,ﬁ\ ™

s é | - -.Pepartment of Justice ~- " |

S | R

. TELEGRAM RECEIVED

= :_\-, . 8 -

g ';1 e

$ 3. / - e P

X

§; ) ' Oklahoma S1vy,. Jna. -

= June 24, 1928, ‘

:- "x‘k . 7 . . C ( .. i:
Director. - S J et
Formal app?icanon made by U, S Attorney .-awis for ¥

3 ;;:._ - - . TRt et ':; :’ -
213 : _ Hale and Ramsey to be turned over for *ederal T

prosecut J.cn Suthr e uoon Stete Districs Judge L EOTTer

&t Pawhuska today anl reculted in Judee Whorten
1‘ - . : ' 4 1

hmhL o ] refusing _to dc so. zel ieve now proper time to

bring these parties to ‘crial_v)f possinle gnd’

a5 ' : friher arranzements deinz maie to get them Y

Q2 - .
2. St.louis. Roan case ir exceileut shape.
35 ' e e
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22 MEMCRARDTY FCR IR, LUFRIBO
23
24

26 | © 1 am transmitting merowith £ copy of
27 ., B a telegram recelived fron Agent in Charge’
3 R - White of the Cklahoma City office, dated
297 June 24, 1926, showing dmlopmen..s in the
30 T Osage Indim cages, ,

Ly 1

L e ey
) - *

2 Y&y truly yours,

25 .
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) . THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT bkla noma City, Ckla.

,“.: ' REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADL |l PERICD FOR WHICH MADF REPORT MADE 8 1
) : Guthrie, Okla, June 22,1926. 521 to 6-?.2-1‘5{'26. P. S. Smith. .

CHARACTER OF CASE;

; - Ty
‘;; 1' ﬂ. :-o J"'\IJE Jom RA«IQEY’ ER“"ST BLD-}GIAJ-A;L’ ] :-F:?m CF GS.;'.GE I.:.::..z:.‘-. . i
=S i:;’ BYRCE BURNEART and KELSIE !DERISCK. ;
: r; . N !
5 - {
‘ } _g (0. Co Pile #70-1) l
. {:f} - " “‘ : 7 , ,{. . '
;:1 gvuopsxs or FACTS: R v e .«--.V»L‘-/""" I{
g e JOINT REDCRT CF all AGEIMS £S3IRTFD TC OSATE IR DEn SASHES, E
‘ ‘é‘ i &I‘” Defendsnt Ernest Burkhart's trial, in District Court of (sage !
fz.‘ R ST Courty, started Lay 24, 1926, Based on inforcation that |
;& 2\3 atterpts were made to bribe veniremen, Histrict “Fudte Jesss
. i J. Worten discharped first nanel of 50 veniremen, and ordered :
¥ i new papel of 100 veniremen, from wiich jury was obtained.
_é mrial proéressed until June 9, 1926, &t whith tize Defendant
k- Ernest Burkhart announced in open court he hag discharged his o
ot L nt*orneys and employed Atioruey Flint lLoss, and withdrew his ;
:?_*. ‘-J‘_ RN\ plea of ot guiliz and entered plez of Gullty to murder of W .
7 ' 9'& Z. Smithe Burkhart told Court hils testimony on witness stand ;
e N AN - : i
3 10 reference to duress by Federzl Agents to obvtiin conlessions,
N 1Y was false and no duress was used ant his confessions were
2L gan voluntory. Burkhert's plea of guilty accepted and seantsnce
i e will be imposed June 21, 19256, Tesiimony of '/~ K. Hale, Ermes:
L E?‘ purkhart and Kelsie Morrison given in trial of Ermest Burkiari.
;‘ “is¢ nrizl of 7. Ko Hale and John Ramser, for awdar 02 7. Ee Si2ith,
B ‘if,; *sat for Sept. 20, 19256, in Disirict Zowt of Osage Couziy. Do~
;. N tails of attemmt by Burkhsrt's ettcraeys 40 bribe witnesses.
s ST Al On Juns Zlst, defendant Ernest Burkihari senienced to lile
< I imorisonment in Oklahoma State Penitentiary. Ir case of dmna 1
ES UQ Srown murder, Derendznt Byron Burkaari, on habecs corpas pro- ‘
e T boer ceedinrs, obtalned bond of $25,000., which was made and defenaant }
. 15 o released. Asgent's Totes. COITINUZID.
' 43 .
§ 4 BETEREICE - is made to report of Agent F. S. Smlth, duied iy 21, 1925 -za
- e subseguent reports thersato,. :
4. :
4 . , 6 .
R 5 IETAILS AT PATHUSKA: . ,,
-, ‘; s Re, MURDER CF 7. B, SMITH. !
';'_'.- ) 2 Ernest Durktert, charged Jointly with W. X. Hele, Johr Ramsey, os8 Kirby |
' -
,1; . 1_:5‘:."";‘,'.‘&3”" 2 - /nacoaom AND (NDEXE! 5
o 5 ‘ e ,49/, ""57" - ‘.?"A” JUNZ2S 1928 |
ol - W BUREAU OF INVEST!GATION 7 TCHECKED OFF1
™ SWASHINGTON -| COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: . . 92_ l
! . ‘mumm o ﬂ : k; ,1 s “ C - t, t!Ul ? ERd S
Lol i pr S = e 7
Fs Shalt A : 3 Washington. I
& v DEFARTMENT OF JUSTICE :
T € 3 Fllese: -~ . : *
i . - j !‘ 1,,1'{\1 [ ROUTED TO. ‘ FlL-E« . )
. - E ! YIRS L ' '
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{4ecessed) and Henry Gramner (decessed) with the mrder of 7. E. Smitih, s

' N ip otke DLty Court of Usage County. Trizl of Ermest Burkairi cowlersss o1

5 44 witness stand that Special 4gent in Charge Thite and Special Agemt Smith
45 gorced from him confessions with reference to the murder of W. E. Omith and
46 framily and Henry Roan, snd used force and duress, keeping hix up at late

> 47 wours, &pplying eleciricity in the form of sn eleciric prod pole, placiag
o 48 pgyolvers arainst his body and othsr manners of cruelty; tioat siatements
f" 49 were not read by him, but writtem by Agents ani mwesented to him and oe
S ?g forced to sign them.

= 2

?2 (£11 0¢ the above, Defendant Ernest Burkhart later stated were

: zi fglse and }mtrue)

: _ , ’

”;'?" ' Dulring the trial or Defendant Ernest Burkbart, W. K. Bele testified
EE as a witness in & dramatical manner that Special Agent in Charge #uite and
2  gpeacisl 4gent Smith used force and duress by plecing him in &n siectric

f; chair with a black cap over his head, with revolvers at his ribs, mf%/\ )

+ CG: ww“*,}}cw i ROBF LW i ”_ﬁ ﬁ""‘“’"’" w s gps. %* ol

ﬂ ) il i
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. &, ¥X. ¥ale et ol. #2 P, S. Jrith Bm=22-26
2
£
9

rronted meverance and his trizl was set for May 24, 1926, at Divhusks, ‘wlBe,
y L

. -1 iy 24, 1523, & Pcnel of 60 veniremon wers drawn.
. :
55. 13 Based on irformetion obtained by Spacisl Agemis of tais Burezu of
%-‘ 14 FHale's influences to bribe this psnel of 60 veniremen, on presentation of
iy L5 +these facts by the prosscutiocn, tkhe Court immediately discharped this first
:“ 16 penel and ordered 2 mew renel of 100 veniremen drawn, from which a jury wes
o 7 obtained to ‘try Emnest Burkhart,
S
M T%a,, The trizl progresse wntil Jume 9th at 10 Aul., at which time Tefen-
(% dznt Ernest Burkhart appeared and stated in open Court that he wished to
F 21 ¥discharce counsel reprasextiag him, consisting of Bawrilion, Springer, Zowerd,
o 22 'Freeling, At al, &nd sdvised tha Court that henceforth he would be revresented
) 23 by Attorney Fliat Moss; that he wished 1o withdraw his plez of mot guiltly
4 24 to the murder of Y. E. Szith and in lieu thereof enter & ples o2 guil. .
Y 25 Before accepting his plex of Guilty, Judge Worton questioned Burxhar: -_fx
. 26 reference to tho truthZulness of his previous statemsnts muds frox tas Witness
- 27 gtand 10 ihe effect that Governmeni Agents Waite and Smith had used force
: "R and duress iz obiainirng confessions from hime Burkhart st2ted that all
o ‘29 previous statements made by him oa the witness stand were fzlse and untrus
30 and that the only duress used by igents Thite and Scith wes the fact that
31  they kept him up long hours at night arnd questionsd him. 3Burkhart further
: 32 advised tine Court that he had not besan promised immunity from prosecution
32 for his partizinztion in the wurcer of . E. 3mith, Henry Rocn, et al, and
. 34 that €11 nis confessions regerdinz same wara made volumtarily. The Court
25  then amnounced thai Defer.ant Burkhart's plea of Guilty of the murder of
: 36 w, E, Stith was accepted, and that be wouid impcse sentsnce on Jue 21,
: _;; 1926+ The Court proceedings in the trial of Ernest Burkhart were baited.
33 TESTLRONY CF EEST SURKEART, 7. K. HLE, ".IJ'D__K“"LSIZ
<0 VOREISCN SIVEL I THE TBL% OF THS STATE CP OKLAECM: VS ERNEST
#l BUUCWAT
42 st
1 +3 During the trial of Defendznt Ernest Burkiart, be testified on uie




6"?! K. Hale ot &1 ¥3 Po 5. Snith 6e22.2
R
& tnre that if bs did nut sizn confessions he woui. be murdered, stat’ng |
9 +toh 1t they had previously elsctirocuted pals of his in %u: electric }
A crair ey pointed out to him, end that they sniffed the air .. uokel nim 2
~+1 he coull smell burning fiesh, and used gll mammers of threats snd darsss to i

12 get him to 8ipn a confession, which he wouid not do. He stated that hey
13'.charged him with the murders of iwenty-seven, nunbrating many of them, of which
14 he had never heard, and further charging him wiih a conspiracy with prominent
15 pusiness men of Usage County in the handling of "hot" bonds, stc.; thai he
16 gstoutly denied his guilt at cll times.

13 Ralsie Morrison, charged Jointly with 3yron Burkhart for the murder
£ Anna Brown, testified in the ftrilzl of the State of Oxlanomas vs Ernest
Burkhart that he shot inna Brown in the head while Jyron 3urkhart held kher
21""\‘1}: that the gun which he used was furnisied him by e sBw-FEle, and she was
gg‘ killed at the instigation of Hale,

24 The Court forced the State, in the abscnce ¢f the Jury, to pr. a3

25 prodf that allegations made by defendant Ernest Burkhart apd Hale's Auiirusys,
to the fact that duress and coercion had been used in the obtainin;r of
confessions regarding the murders of 7. E. Smith, Henry Hoen 2ot al, and

: this pmcaedin\_, consured f£ive days befors twe Jury was permiited to hsir the

lf9 direct evidence.

3l Tha Ceurt, after accepting Ernest Burkhart's ples of Guiluy for the
-

33 muder of W. E. Smith, set the cases of the State of (kxlshoma vs W, K. Hale
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