itness 15 s first
oroo“,-a nurderer
d.avvery hed ropu~
~Hinra eonfiden~
informants is Las
1earned tLat he is
ow and will tell all
kuowa ‘about the mur=-
8 of ‘Usaze Indiens
‘ha is brouzht be=




Mt wWho 18; tha wife of . . 799, 19.31;
(rkhart! and ‘s daughter:of the paT...
yased-Ligzie ¢, Osage Imdian: .

"It is°alleged that this witneas
pnaiﬂ.ara.ble about the Bill »$m1tn

‘and the aotivities of B11l Xl
us Oaage Ind.i.a.n murdere. s

Nm'v Y [N 00 O
Al m‘- mv“u\u

an¥ queationiy
e usi sg'hef




t qqf‘tho *explosion at
~and this message . is
hat the deal had- baen

would behblo:n

Henry ' llorgan,’ Hanager .of. the Telephone
Company, ' i8 allegad to have stated to
Weakley that immedistely
; ﬂ “3111" Srith d1ed, Morch 14,
- :romwinjuriaa reoceived in tha‘exh
ploaion £ hi8 home, L. L. Oller, Bill
Hale's-partner,’ -o0slled Bill Hale by long
‘dtatanos telephone f£rom Ralston, Okle.,
" talking to Hale at. soie point in Texass
(presuined to be ¥t | IorthY-and the Fairax
- operator listened in on the converaation,
Ur. llorgan promised to get the name of
-this Operator and tha giat of the oon-

Zveraatinn. I

“Page 146,
laat par,.
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: S e Rivng” HLo!
T£o)d hinmy B% rmorﬁ?& -tha}c)

peqtal to be murdered o.t,‘rb%'oétﬁa.ny 'tb.-.a,'__'

' G4ith: had just met Bill.lale on
the: roed nesr Fairfax and Hale drev lLis
1x'shooter on him and said to 3aith,
Zow :Gew Deee Be~ Of 8 Beww= if I hear
;02 yau talising’sbout these Indian
murderg,: I gill send you to. hell."

. E -
3

b witness was e'close
, 02 Bill Zudth. -




.Y la.v ‘to. Bryan Burinard
1 4t is not.oonaidared
Figehla to 1u terview

r. thia t:imé.

1.




¥ ported that t a witneaa ARG AR : :
~llag’ d.ntormation with reference T Th R Rman ia .friendly”t
e 'a faotion. e




' " tyally ‘before vaing bey
otd regarding the' R s o poR GrapdiJurye
ale 1n,,co*'x-. : , B

HBLLLY




¥ _ h.m*‘xairmg and
AL0rs the p;at twsntr.-yeara - 8Td
aqnpinted_gn th&t

"ini'ormationregarding the murde'f"_

'India.na 1n the vioinity o:t

b
*

P

Do ona dhl - gus ot don
11y~ Bolore using be-

re Gr,a.no. _ Jury.




A ovarheard. Bi;Ll Hele say '
+Q0: he. cquld. get any. 8w~ o

A -Jury -and q.ueauion-
e_‘ ¥illy, es 4t 1@ urdex
d4tnat re will tallz
1 rqugh ;bedoresthe
whtd oury,t after
his ali!,u are:.

Py

45 e T




Ay w-al):.about the”

“ﬁ?ﬂ* '&n!,u;. bLoW ups 111 beyintexrvieved
L by an-Agent og the Bureau:at “the. proper

: It-18’alleged that Girdner nas
am kna\m all ahou.t ‘tae Salth
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nesg wed |
Atie pxplosion . of
St s,

] ~- 59" ] he mey: and
[Ehikpneyt Bury 7ho A
Wnleh time-he' told7her:he Lmev
tho 'explosion, and’ that:later
ey ‘oane ‘tarher end:told her to
‘had sald. She upon beinj;.
y"j,Agent;:,-;‘ﬂ'fea.‘;cl'ey'-:stated ghe
foy irneat.Burichart, ond that
ne time after the explosionishe sav iin
Fioot - dange. and he wag drunk,end they were
Jahout fhe “explosilon-end he said
that he.weq afrsld for llollie, his wife,
e athatiAf 4t were not for the xids, he
el 1 ed.ithe parties who had.dme the '
dnFother: job vould naybe -do the seue to them;
; u@**‘tha ho 4id anot eay anything ebout his
#5¥ymowing wio hed done it; that the rewt
.71, day.she 'told him he ougnt not to get so
;s drunk a8 he told too. nmoh when he got
“¥drunk, and tried to male nim belleve he
had told.ner lots,snd he then told her
that he 41d not inow vhat he had told,,
but for Ler to forget vhat he nad told.

‘;;*,_"".
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and  Yuther '
tiinel : vesti-
is Burt; Le I, em 46 years ol
_ rave been & resident of Osage tc.,
20l Lele For 2% ov 24 years. I am MoW 3erV-
:4ngia gaven~year sentence at licAlestor
iState Penitentiary for second degree burg-
ary.  Before being sent to licAlester I .
ast lived nt Tulss, Okla.,  Tne exact iote .
1 have forgotten, but as near as I can o= ..
1Y% T-was in the employ of V. I« 5 A
Smith a3 a foreman;on Liz farm and xaunoh,
logated nsan Grayhorse, in Osage County, .-
g_fguo,Vering:azpewiod fron some time in
1918 uy.to aome time in 1921. Jiile, in the-
A amploy of Smith, I.lived in his ranoch nouse
2 with my Tamily, Jome time around tho esrly
part of 1921 1 &iscovered en intimaoy be~ '
tween my wife and W. E. "Bill " Snith, wnioh
“f£inally developed in bresiing up iy Fanily
"and ceused me to leave the. enployment of

1
Rt

iva’ qﬁtﬁs'-before‘ I left thaugu-~
of:B11) 3mith and roved :fro:?\fi,_&is
" wes in Graynorse if:i 4
'Bill Hale on the hwuin

ayhorae, near Bill Si:ith!

ding @ horse. Helo siopw

' W theh

Al




u onght’ tp teke’
+tpld Hale, "iall®
e = MOT . Froubley,
15Halerpretty often,
uld-meet him he would
; ki1l thatk

L
-,

Angust ) 1922, I believe, 17
: n;;’a.,l_it%la oroek near the.
intiuat onutaide ol the city limits
"of Hominy, and Bill Hele came to my camp .
7and told ne he had inouired in Hominy . -
where’'1 Was, -Was how e found.me. Bill - ¥
‘- Hale epid to me “wBurt, I've got a pPropo-~ '
#'a1¢ion to make to.you, You wes & demp
¥ ool Tor not,killing 3111 Sumith the way -
he had. trested you. 1 horrowed 10,000
% ppom -B111 Smith and he is crowiing me .
“ifop 1%, and I heven't got the money at
i the, present time to vey hims, I'll give
756,000 1f you will blow the 3-- ol &
. up. - I'11 f£ix the nitroglycerine.
neve to do is put it under
. his house and set it off. That will get
cvpid of him and I wan't have'to pay nim
" the money." I said, "Bill I'don't Xnow
how to use.that stuff.end 1'd be afreid
. of getting blowed up myself." Hale said,
."oh, Toan show you how to f£ix it so taere
% be any denger." Hele then plored
L



waen el
tapart el esald;
{e0e° of fuse and- »
t .and split the end open . -
ee; attached’te the nitroy
ght, -amall-plece of fuse with -
iia-matoh and -hold it-a Little wiays from -
s thaiend ;pT the long »lece of fuse and
-Llet the -pparkyjump from the short plece
#o.the long piece and that would be morse
irof a.-sure shet than lighting the long
piece with a mateh,: 3ill Hale talked
on ‘a.while trying to get me %o do 1t,
told him I would see about it.

L

.

.i-Some time in-Septesber, 1922, I was J

arrested and put in Pawhusks Jail :
chargerdl with murder, and 4id not 866
“Bill Hele any more until ebout three .
,.-'daya before Bill Sunith's house was

‘blown up, when Hale oame to the Jeil
40 gee mes I was in a cell by myself. .
. 'Bill Hale said to me, "Burt, you will .
- “be needing some attorneys pretty aocon

~. +.and I kmow you haven't got auny monsy

" to pay them with, and I want that Job,

pulled. Low I gan oome and get you

out of jail and take you over there

‘and: you qan do the Job, and I can zet
2you'back in jail end nobody will ever
Jmow, the - I s34, A1l -
] - 4t."’ Eale segld, .. -




: eVerytihing fixed and be -
hapn ou “in theinext tives or -Lour -
da&a.},_Thred;dayatafter-that,gahout‘
eight.o'slock at nighf, a Depnty 3heriic,

"I think,” nomed Bloyed, ox sonathing live

het; ceme to my cell and -unlooked it and

y8aid, "Burt, .cone out orse there iz a warty

‘want® to see you", emd told me to geb..y

“ooat and net, He then tooll me down and

' out of the North Lront door end mointed

s “out to & cer standing in front of the

Y+ v jaid-and sedid, "Ihe party that wants to

- <" gee you is In the ear.? I went out to the
. oar -&nd found Bill Hale in it. Ze told s

.- to.get in, whioch I d41d and he drove off

", to Pairfex.: On the road %o Pairfax, Eele

- told me thet he Lad everything fixed and

%; i thet.I oould do & good job and noboly will

‘ ever xnow anything sbout it, and said, "A3

- goon 88 you get through with it I'1l give

P vou 45,000 cask." Hale was driving a biz

R . Bulok oer. .e went to Fairfex and to

. Trnest Surihart's house. .len ve got tiere
we went in to the frost roonm and found

+ Iynest Surkhert there. Burkhert seld gone=
thing about his wife was not af hone, &nd
1 d4d not see auy one taere-but Zrnest nud
3111 Hale. ‘e sll sat down, and Hele “old
Trnest Burkhart to get us & drink. Ernest
vent out snd came becii with. sone whisiey

and we all drank. Zale then saild that

2ill Boith sod his fauily were gt a siow,

[

-
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-aad
0x g.buut A foot;vi;a
5 naxfloor oy Ul - ‘maia box

YA7geo had a Jug in it with the neoll

atioki.ng qx).t through a nole “in tke top,
3" 7ol) of white:fuse 1a.ying .
On ‘tqp' wirabox with one ard of ths fuse
'+ punping ‘thru a cork in tne jug. " Hale ve-
<inpried v everything is fixzed fLine;
“this fuse will‘reach from the cellar in
S gmithls T ousa back to the alleys" 'Eale
. asked me i¥ I .cme‘l anything arout.Smithis

Wil told hinm yes, tnat I had been.

_ _ﬁhousa neny tines and ‘uew vhere the
entra.nqo 40 the cellar was. EHale said
Cedl weiwill teile you in the ocar and drive
youidown near the house in the alley and

Kput :yon out and you then take the box and
L. go to-8nith’s house.before they come houe
am put-the hox in the ocellar, and tien
- tpke 4the fuse and lay it out as far es it
7y will reaoh, but be sure not to pull it loose
. "‘ 'from’ the Jug. - fhen you sit baok in thedark
‘and wateh and when Smith oomes hone armd coes
i to bed, you walt about three quarters o2 an
. hony and give him plenty of time to mo %o
gleep, then you toush her off and run lixe
hell and gome back here to “he¢ housds.” .
. then ‘qa.ited. qulte.s while ani fTinally.Bele
© asid .%lell, its time to go."  Lrnest
- kha t tom.. t!&e box with the fuse a.nd vie




%0 an-alleyway ea
he wingre. BL11l: Spith lives, end drove.
sXowny: ¥hia 'alleyway ‘d short.ylece, apd I
got out-anditook the boxiand fuse, and
+Hale.apd Ernest drove on-awaye. .1 then
; w' the bagk way anl into Imith's
“gellay, and placed the hox in the far
‘oerner ol the ocellary then laid the fuze
-out like Hale had told me, and the ond of
+1% iresoned-olear out and into the alley c
3behdnd ,Smith's house. I then sat down

Sinfthe dark and waited. Pinally Bill

"

- Bumith, his wife end his hired girl ceme

walking down the sidewalX from the llorth

and.went into Smith's house. I saw the ' » .

. ;lighta;turned one I sup oge they all e

i & undregaed and went %o bed,for pretty soon - . - Y

% -the 1ights went out. I sat thore for S 5 e

“ ' gquite & wnile, I had no way to tellivhat 1

" time it wes, but I would figure it vus

.. sbout' tzree quarters of an hour, and alter

‘Y thought they were sll asleep, then I

‘ ;. w-lighted a short pleoce of fuse, that Bill

;wrorep v - Hale eub off the long plece for me befors

3 .. . we left the house and fixed the ends, end .

e ..o+ tonozed off the long fuse with it. As soon

. % .- “ B8 .the long end began to amoie, I beat it

‘ a8 fagt as I could for Ernest Burkhart's, A

.going dovm the alley. i/hen I got to Zuri- : -

hart's house, Bill Hole wes out on Juriarts

poreh weiting for mes 1 whispered to him

“and -sgdd, ™iell I touched her off, the fuse -
. oY ¢ gz-;eftgﬁp I went & the: ..




l ta.}g nk-

il 40, anhua

i lit;cla trip, 7
“got in. 8’

s oyth ontranne of the Jail, a.nd :
lowed#~his horn, -and Deputy: Sherif?. Void,
«‘ployed came out of the Jall door and’
o told ;me %0 go-on %o him, which I 314
Deputy locked ue up again in my cell.
- oad back to Pawhusks from Ea.irfax,
after. tho» explosion, Hele again mentioned
hat: -he:was " ‘going: to teke a trip and aa soon’
‘'ag he got badk, Whioh would be in a few days
+that, he weuld pay.me for the Job. Up to tala
zitime Hel@® hes never paid me. I have agked -
“him for it several times, and got Hel Buie R
o write a lettsr for ne 'to Hele oince. I
.ave been in the pcm.:l.‘benti.a.:‘.'y= asking him
%o send ne +200 a.nd ‘he wouldn't even answer

.

:Blanch Govington, in a sta.tement nede %o Page BR6,
ySpeoial Agents Smith and ilurphy, stated as la.st pare
‘follows:  "3Some timesin September, 1924, '
Rt I-awson, vhom I have lnowu for quite 8
-hile apd wno had. placed confidence in ne

“many times, while.in s confidential oon-
S vwepaattony 'agked me, then about the mortggve




'ct ¥ ingurande-of
coff «the - mortgnse. R
' .» that’ ue ‘w.d

: 330.:_.'1; et that tine told me
Lt‘up and 1t never woxgldm




! ed. ol :
in 8- cghﬁ.dantial
asked 1e uhen:f‘about the
] nynysplace, and %old ‘me af
that tine it would bo Bn essy matter to
Yblow:up, Ty nouse and get it afire at:
and I could colleat. the
whioh would pay
v 0fLrthe; moﬂsase- f)%hﬂt he knew how %o
- blow. it up;’ thet he had blowm up Bill
Snith and }mow how to use the nitro, -
‘and. tried to get me to let him Viow' up
my-house. I told him no that I would -
o 110'& d4¢ .that,: Burt at that time told me
iy 'hhat he . pou.lﬁ blow it up and it \'muld.
%, never be z:mwn. i \




- nyse ; :]oi‘ ng:nol i “Eageﬁ . ngena’l and queation
!r‘ s maﬁ*g%‘m whq;ge'fi: ngﬁ G 6% A More uamaa hew:
owed by 9 gratoo TR B
t;w: this witngaa tﬁs matandial informa-

i,on‘regardins ‘the.Arnma :Brown murder, e
he :Lnterviewed-at the prOper times

_18 time, but uill
itervieved by an

eng. gt the prover - :
p This uen's wife, :
Es an Indien woaa.n, g

3, almoat a nervous

paot aficr the reign

o tarroy ia Osage

X unty, end Case “kad 7

ptalte her from Pairfex

h» awhile efter the

; aga India.n murders-




"_rl39ﬂi _
‘the priaon;ya
sifopra term ol ntna years. -Xelsie. said to
;.maand Hal.Bule, 'I.wish I ocould get out
‘of $his desn plaoe,: if I'oould I'd blow ‘
e Up soLe more Red A2s68 1if they waan't -
qiriall, hroke.:'y% said:to ilelsle, 'If you
- ‘don't watol, lelaie; you are going to get
on:aelf in 8 orack that you can't: get out,’
Tilolpie answered ‘and said, 'Oh Hell, I'd do
1t7afterinight like I aid that, while ne-
body cen't-ges me.?' I sald to Kalsie,
dell, you got good money for the Job.?
-Kelaie seld, 'Yes, and it is liable to.cost

‘them & darm’ aight Tore befors they get thru

‘With it ru.

v




3 : - ‘y’;% 4 . K .

% "o las ﬁnbor@ay Bdit Lawaop -
i pnviet% and- IiWere wslking. arqund the
yards ‘at

*llorrisonivear the entrance of the laundry.

R this“dawn place, I wo ald kill me some’
.. more Red Aegea if they had any money and
. ",,.war:e not broke", or words to that effect.
Voo aBurt told Yelsie that 1f he 41d not lool:

»?‘

the Penitentlary,;and met lelsle ‘*

‘\' elaia L‘orrison remarked 'I W'ish I \"E& Out

<out he wag going to get himself into trouble.
Kelsie rensrked, 'dell, I'll do 1t at nisht
like I 4id the: other jo’os when averyone is
?. asleap and’ no one can sse you.' Burt then
remarked that he could have put his Linger o
the fallow vho did those aobs a5 soon &3 he
> heard of tnam beinz done. Zelsie said, 'l guess
'.':rou. ‘oould, you and I talked it over t,o ethor.’!
. Burt renaried 'I lmow who peid jyou the i.oney.-
3oend Low rmwohe | Zelole then aaid I dom't care
" w'a dam for you .cnouinb gl about it, ryou would~ "

' n n't turn anybody in.' Zuprt salid someul*inv
, v% about slale getting good money Ior tie job

" and Xelasle remariced, 'Yes, end they ale 1iahle
i .o to ‘ne out 2 dam sizht mm:e befove it iv over with.'

f'i‘h;a qorroborates statenent of Burt Lawvaon).

mu‘\u‘w\!'.u---\
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Jardyielsie had been. asnt‘ D
%'QQM‘ of nine years. :lelsie saifity,
md Jel:Puie . ' wish- T could get out.
8 da,m‘,p]haoe 1f I gould.1'd blow
JUAT) mpre Rei Asges 1F they ‘waen't
all, ‘#81d. to Yelsle, 'If you.
q‘don't Jwatah Kelele, you are going to got.
- yourselt 111 & orack that you gan’tget out.!
‘Lalnis enavwered-and .gaid, '0h Hell, I'4 dg.
9% after niznt, lixe I ai4 that, while P
'nody oan't gsee.me.'. I said to 'rrelata,

'\{{ell, rou g0%- good 1aoney Zor the dob:
‘Telale ae.*d ‘'Yeg, and it is liasble to.
:goBt then 3 'demn sight rore bc.fo"e t;ie
'~et tb,r0" _u 11;11 117 LA




