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Ahe Indlsa what Do pleases eul of that Ahrough s sourt erder.

MR. ZROWN; Nat 1, mmmzuwmmr

RS, KENNT: Ve have beeu Deving Sroudle with @ guardlsa's
suthority. m-uqmnmhnmwmmu4
sopoizted. In the first place 1 had gettes inte Whis Wrewdle with
fillma; I dad ot him. T knew that Whings were getting pretly dad.
1 xnev 32at Tmay was wader %is iaflvense; hnlm&!n‘ihﬁfh
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uw.)muaudmm lnm:w!unulmmﬂu
eat or sonething. I souldn’t de anyihing with hin. ) wull Jllt sl
ack and losk at me, Iuthmmudu.bﬂdﬁm
aad NeMema. matma.'mmwulumtmcm

ssriificatiom; !h_um' tuu.'han,mnatubptuld
130 Be are ia 10.800.0 K satd, *the eal7 ey 1 sos 13 %0 sV Whts

poyment, tummus.mmm-nmmmum
ia Knasas or have. mhm If you ot ene sgpeinted (n Inases

mmawd tan sanstadald m —hae “1

e wmah wild ad hlm P wan howa

"ﬂ'-.".““_ “‘.‘_"a

Mver got out.' W tried {a Eszneas. anommhlmu
ware tzying for Bat dveres. xmmmwu :
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Beparimerd of Instice
Burean of Investigation
Washington, 3. d.

Aungust 12, 1925,

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. GRIMES.

=&

o
s
b4

IN BE: EDITH FOX, violation of the Nationsl Moter Vehicl ﬁeﬁh%x

‘-b-‘

Subject was arrested, together with her husband, Harry :oz,
at E1 Paso, Texas, on August 22nd, 1921 for the theft of a Ford car,
the property of John Barluform of Pueblo, Colo., which she haed sfolen
and driven to Amarillo, Texas, where she was joinged by her hmsband,

5

On August 25th, 1921, in accordance with the Instructiors
of Assistent U. S. Attorney Elfers of El Paso, a complaini was filed
vefore the U. S. Commissioner charging subject, J. E. Deverse ard
Rarry Fox with wiolation of Section 3 of the Fatjonal Yotor Vehicle '
Theft Act, and they were held for appesrance before the U. S. Grand
Jury at Sante Fe, ¥. M. An indictment was returned egsinst Edith
Fox and Harry Fox by the Grand Jury et Santa Fe on Vereh 6th, 1322,
and on March 13th Edith Fox entered a plea of "guiliy" ard was

«  sentenced to serve 60 days in jail and to pay the ccstis of the
proaecut ion. Harry Fox was acquitted, ,

Edith Fox, together with Claude Parker, W. C. Perker, and
¥rs. L. G. Thitten. were aApprehended by the Sheriff et Terry, Ol:lahome.,
on November 12, 1921 in possession of a Studebeker car, the property -
of Herman Schmolder of Peoris, I1linois , which wes stolen on Novernder .
9, 1821, All of the above subjects were indicted on April 5, 3.9(.2 and
were tried at Guthrie, Oklahoma, on June 15, 1923, ECith Fox was
sentenced to serve 4 monthe in the Logan Cou.ntv Jail at Guthrie,

Oklehomss
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Very iruly yours,
f (e
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e/o Hon. Lafayette h'cnﬂl,-
" United States Litmoy.
Bte 1‘&1. Iunnegnn. :
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In ncoordanoo with your roquast ! ‘am tra‘uuitt:n&,

lurm:h tho fonowmg uromtgon contmad n ths ﬁln mh o

Sy e g "f . %ot
“pabjest was siresteds togethof with h@L

: hnsbsnd.. Harry/Pox, at 1 Paso, Texas, om
August 22, 1921 for the theft of s Ford oar,

the proparty of Johm Barluform of Pueblo,

. Colo., which nhe hz.d stclen and driven to -
T Anaridlo, _!om. uharo lho was Joinad by, her
: ,,.ﬁ-,_husband. : : e

LA 'On lug'uly pﬁ. 198, an m:nﬂanoe wtth the:

Z ,untrucuom ‘of Assistant U, 8. Attorney ¥lfm-s

~-af By Paso, A oowhlnt was filed defors thi’ .
U. B, omuionu oharging satiact, J. E. LR
Deverse and Harry 7ox with viclation of ..-action e
5 of the Rational Motor Vshicle Theft Act, and -
they were held for appearance baforo ths U. S.
Grand Jury at Banta Pe, N.M. An indlotment wae
returned againast Bdith Fox and Farry Fox by the
Grand Jury at Santa Pe on Maroh &, 1922, tnd on
Harch 13 Bdith Fox sutered 2 plea of "guiliy”

and was sentenced to sarve 40 4r-ys in (il wnd to
pay the costs of ths prosooution. ry Fox
was aaquittoi. :

i Ragth Pox, togother with Olaude Peoicar, w. Gy
Psu‘kor, and Xrs, 1. 0. B‘hittan uera s.qmrahsndud L
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- wm am'i!t ﬂ’?orq, Oxhham. on Fovezﬁn'
12, 1921, in possession of & Dtudebsker car,
the property of Hermsu Solosolder of Peorias,

Il1linois, which was stolen on Fovember 9, 1933,
All of the sdove subjssts were indicted wn.
Apru 8, 1928, and wers tried at Uauthrie, M -
hou, m June 15. ﬁz&. Bdfth Tox 'was sane
¢ mmths fn m dogm cmw* o
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 Bepartmend of Iustice
Bnm of FAnxesiigation
- MWashington, . &. .

August 5, 1928,

his tolegram is based oafm*aru Tow

quest of Mr, Ridgely who thinks that Mr, Smith
should come.

Respactful
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Bepartment of Justice
Paurean of Fnurstigntion
TWashington, 3. ¢.

S : ™ scoordanse with my telephons message to B
you, this moraning Mr, Ridgely came te.my-office and: ~ :
disocusgsed thp OSAGE uuams and related mtters. ' S

ﬁradmmhuwk 3 _ A
i L :

?é He stated that Mr, Brown had oommnicated with
Mr, Wixson snd that, to use his own expression, M.
Brown was"running wild" snd insisted that he (Brown)
be given suthority with the Agents to institute an -

> inmediate snd gemaral investigation of the United Sta.tu '
L Attorney's office. Speoifically, Mr.c Bidgely wanted

to know whether we in the Bursan had any basis which

would warrant such an investigation and I told him that

30 far as I personally was asware, the only informaticn

of this character was in the form of statements made

by both the Agent in Charge and lfr. Brown that they knew
. that the United States Attorney had given coples of our

reports to prospective defendants or their friends.

. . o

> I assured Mr, Ridgely that the Buresm had ine =~
- structed the Agent im Charge that he was to att to

Bureoau matters entirely and not become involved in any

diffiounlties which Mr. Brown may be having with the

United States Attorney,

G D TN I OO D ~ B L) 8

Bespect

nq-,-‘fir'i R M ﬁ_q i 'F"«%'EW A
2 Mﬁn

*w_.iuii £y n’#“‘“"‘w f:‘;‘iii
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IMPORMAZION IESIHED clmcx ar m mmn.e.x. m.m;s ?AJMIU::KA mw
| LIEERTY m'monu..
- LY . .

 EXAMINER FOBERT v.'.’"mmon XEX. THAT Pmcn 15 FaMriian’ m: mov,s

o

WHAT 10 LOOZ ¥OR. SUGGRST HE hn AUTﬁDBIZED P E}:MIHE
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Sept. 2 1925

.U..\;E'-f -‘:7 . . 'wﬁ'&l . -_‘_: . ‘*?‘vg‘*
rotlowins~ln£ormatio
A0 R T T g SR

,Aty"comptrollcr o: thn )
.telephone today raoatreﬁ by him from Hr. ?hita

&

in telegram;o

Fow ""p‘,ﬁi"""r

pereans by means ot_transfere'bati%sﬁLBUcaunfsaé
purchaaas.gttarafts ’bto.. covaring the puriod

. of flve yoars Stop No derinita trapsrans anun
Los ‘A-Hgv‘:- t..“_::b-? g ',.J“-’. .'Lm‘

‘Ly hopo ‘to’ £ind tpem conaaquently dl‘fiault ,f

ER N T

Sl e “_ o (g Xz n,r,....,. sy

~;,$o obtaln 1nxorpationfphrou§h aonfta Tnformarian

S
¥ . -

now. at hand lndioétea*transrers may be founa tarough

inetitotion only, Fationsal Bank of Commerce.”




*lr. 2o Bs "litﬂ;’l‘.-’i»"
By Va Bﬂ:ﬂlﬂﬁ :
Oxlahozsi Ci

7ith fnrt%ar referance to the oheﬂkiug il '
national Yapk oxaminer, of all netiomel baprs in Jewhuiis |
. 8xcept the Liderty !atianal 41 order to veriiy the truiws~ 4
L. 7 petions of Wlllizw L. Hele, plesse b2 edvised *rat theiof .
" -fice of the Compiroller of tho Curreney sister (hef you's .-
‘hops to entablish oonnectlions between suy one «f ihres
"“wporaonswor any.one of- sons Lorky other persons ﬁy‘m@ﬁna.
. of tranafaras betwoen accounts,. purobuaes of drafis, atc',
"oovering the period of five yeare. Na. Gef1ﬁ4t” tranafe:s
.are known and it is only hopud to confire them. It willi'
be very diffdemit to o%tain the informuiliocn deuired, &3 1t
peare that the natioral bank examiner la of the op..,.ian
¢t transfers way be found through the Nationsl Zenk of
Couxmarge. , The asccountants of- the Barsau of Invea tiggxtam
“‘have no authority upon which- to make en investigation of "
. the Batlonsl Bank of Jormeros, snd ‘the pationsl banX -exams
iner ‘cannot mske ap inveatigation of fhle Bank exao;pt aéi
tho regular per;od oxanlnat;on aato. e 3

'.’"'

-
.,- '

Instractions ha.ve bean 1ssnod 1o muom;. Db
" examiners,making exeminctions ef benks, tc discsoetly m~
‘deavor to dbtain thie ianformation. Upcn raﬁa*p. of . t}e
- { 8ane you will be procptly advized, '

Very truly yours,

s I R R - .....‘—‘::—-..a...-n....— o el o e -

- .
a




The General hgent
TWeshington

MEUORLNDUM FOR MR, BOOVER,

Director, Burean of Investigation.

There is transmitted herewith memorandum of Mr, Ridgely,
unler date of August 28th, and letter from Fdwin Brown, Special
As-istant to the Attornmey General, under date of August 24th, with
resvect to exmenses incurred by him which can not be allowed in hil/G

regular exense account.

With
witnesses;

would be ag confidential information.

It would ampear also that the automobile for travel from
Guthrie to Pamhuska and return, which was made apparently by Mr.
ani one of your agents, could be paid for from your appropriation,

Besvpectfully,

General Agent.'qhqo

R *'g‘m" ” ?@umr., . - . SRP——
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5 Box 813.
Kok M. 5. mdgley, - - - e
Department of Justioe,
¥ashingten, 0. C.

My Goar Genoral Ridgley: .

During eur recent conferences ia Washington, I msutionsd %0 yeu - =gy
about the possibllity of my being reimbursed for some of the nedessary sxpenses
that [ am put to incident ¢ ths Osage Burder Cases. The following are @

for axamples: - e

~

S
vbo was formerly conneeted with & bang of bank robbers
tn Ogags County, vio ls now bhalping ia the imvestigetion, hss Desn doigg
ae oongiderable good In loomting witnssses and getiing information generally
for me. Ho and his family a-p very poor and they have an ald Ford ear, which
bhe uses in driving :rom place to plaoce on thig work, and I have peid him some
mangy out of my own pocxat for grsoline arnd oll for his P.rd. Rothing fer

his personnl work. He is wvery failthful end willing and comes and goea for we
at sny time we as« him.

Anotior example Ls Whaore cespective witioa e drive in for sonsld-
ersble fistences to see me and i take them to lamoh or dimnsr se the cams may .

Anothar instanoe, 1 hlred a ford ooups for throe weeks and have uped
it altozether or buninemss comoocind with these cases and have not driven ib fewr
more than five miles for oy own pleesure. As an example ir using 1t, lats
Saturca; over .ng one of the egents and I had a 0all to go froe Guthrie to Faw-
msks ilmmediataly, a distanoe of one hundred and tagnty five mlies, and LT we
had waited for the trein, we could not have reconed thers untlil sbaut six Sunlay
evening, but I took the car and drove gver thers Saturday evening, and wes dhle
to attend to the mmtter ths first thing Sunday mseming and returned to Outhrie
Sunday alght. Otherwise 1f we had meds the trip By rall, we eonld not heve
gotten here Defore this, Horday afternoon, sad we womld have been wnable to interd
view the pepls we went %o see. I was out Lne neagssary gasoline snd oil feer

Thess are only some of the items that I have Deen omut, but it will

sn ides of what they are. I, of sourss, can gat z recelp or the N
Rire of the siotmobdbile but gannot get arscelpt from smch peopls as as -7
they womld immediately becoms susplolffhs, Lf asced to sign amy peper, and as
for taking witnesses $0 lwnoh or such expenses as that, it is prestioslly
lupossible to de. Up to dats, I have spent at lsast $150.00 to $200.00 of ay
monay solely for our intersst ia thess marder cases-

o




N — . :
I R e
:&:‘;’ .
Z  When I see that ok expenditures, that I have eunersted, are ald- .
_ ventagious 3o ms and Bave gotten good results, I Bave uabesitatiagly peid 8868 o
aysslf, dut as the pork progresses and I see that such things are egming wp
all the time, I 40 not feal like paylng this monay ocut of my owvm pocims, if
-

titled 80 bs relmbursed. If X oould afford it, Twomld ... . _
' gladly do 0 and say nojliing tc the Department adbout it. I discussed $hie
t

it without receipts or instruotiona from you.

if there is any way by whish I oan be reimdursed for my expeolitares
up to dats and know that the ssme will be taken oare of im the future, I wish
that you would advise me.

e

ao-
oisl
nt
be

J

11k

I can maks an item.zed statement of sost of ihe expenditure
eompany sams with my affidavit and tbhe affidavit of one or mcre of the
Agants, that the same has been truly spant, and thet the zame has beer
insident to these Jovernment cases, tui as I say in poms instances, it

impossible to furnis: receipts.

:

I think that you will readlly see, that aftsr having msade
pendltures withont xnowing whether I oould gat the money beok, thet I w
spend any momey foollsaly =ad for vtuer them the good %o be sooomplished

Shace oosaz and in svery instancs ths &\.el.] A.-g‘nt-s gﬂk!_ﬁ_g with ma or
-

]
g

E

3 &

in

q

-

d

APPY YEOWE WM i WYES T - w——

Charge ».ite will werify woat [ say, pruvided s verifisation is needed

Mn the argument of the motion to stay tne exscution in the Bdith Pox
sase, the Court ook tie view, ami I cnink rightly, that it had amthority %o
reoall tho Mu sests &t any time wuaing Lerm time. Toe only propesition that I
sould use ia argument was, that before ths deferdmnt ooculd ask for s re-hearing
in the Ouurt of ijr.eals, she ur ue susl parsonslly surrender to the mmthoritiss
ts ablde the judgmont in the first inetance, snd as nedles for her sotion for
stay of sxeoution dad bes: served upo: the United 3tates Attorney or Mr. Ingrebem,
but at the hearing on the motion, the same was opposed by the Sovernment, the
Oourt thought that this would relieve her of thet obligation.

then I was in the Department I went to Caldwell’s offiee thwee or fouw
______ A o P o [ PP Y Y

times to see him, ut he was Out ob eséh GESas.OH 4 Fif FToeh FoR 589 =il
that you wonld tell him that I was there and wanted to pay my respecis to him.

With kindest personal regards to yourself, 1 sm,
Yours very truly,
Bd» in Brown
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I-fmmmhmlmmd.mmm T
%0 Nr. Ridgely under date of Angust 24, 1925, by Specolal Auhhﬁ Eh

te tha ASiorney GaHerai ¥iwin froen. Tou Illl nots from the. S
hthr that Wr. $oWn has been using a Confidentisl l'.ntbx-ntw ‘ \

the name of (s he lavestigetion incident to the Osags
mma reqests .umﬂwummmﬂr&lmﬂ‘
’ l\- Ford sutomobile. e

X ot -

VZ S S
_, is thare 1s Do Woprht.lan avallablo e payment
"“ 1tsme oxowp ting that of Detectlon and Prosebution of Crimes,

. Jou wrs requastad to confer with Mr. Brown an {testiagd . B’ID
list of such expenses es he has incurred for and also sulo~ I
1le bire in travel froa Juibrie to Pawbuska and return, sueh travel
man _r-ni_\.-“-“ wlw -ﬂ- h' B Qm!rs ann one nf tha A.’ﬁﬂ.. =A' m Bg_*_# S
i sapenses way hc rencersd by you, cr the Agent tm‘k!.ng vith Wr. :*_,"_,%}(,w .

, ot & blus slip as Confidential Informetion end forverdsd to
for sttentioca. On m-nut. of same yuu may nm el G
inun for his sxpandltures: I

{”

rl

The items referred w in the thlrd paragreph of Nr. 'g "

letter, lunch or dinner fer vitnesses, cannot be allowed nd :.ﬁ%*%‘ﬁj

sot be inoluded in the asount. L R

: - Please glve tnis matiter proopt attention and also inferm | R "r -
: Mr. Brown that the hiring of this Confidential Informant er $he .
- travel by satomgbils must not Ls made & regular prnth- SRR < do b o

Yery truly yours,
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Burean of Invrstigation
TWashington, 1. ¢
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14 = LA
September 12, 1925,

S
, MEMOPANDUM FCR VR, GEDRES
Y

; The synopeis of the attachred report ie
£ not in accorfance with Bureau instructions.
' It ig descriptive or administrative ratker

than an actunal eynopsis of the facts as ob-
tained.

“lease advige the Agent who prepared

. S Ry e . LR S
RS R LAY ";.‘,l sy TEE

T L T
L el pE,
A P S L o St st ol bl o
St 4 .
. v W

the report.
Yery truly youre,
:':‘é 5 | . E‘. %ﬁ)&)
. Director.
Inc, 49248
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*  THIS CASE ORIGIRATED AT . ',.' ":«
. o
Sy — DaTE WHEN MADK. | FERIOD FOR WHICH MAG. | MEPORT MAGKBY: <o o PAATEL )
Guthrig, Oklae 9/1/26 7/17 %o 8/31 ’. 5. Saith. E‘»_’@} B I
wam i S . S m ] enARACTIR OF CASEY st o _ "f
’ néru BURKHART ET AL Yurder of Anma Bru"%g., L
o et Osage Incuan Wc:um:@:mE ,ﬂ
. {0.Ce 70/1/5)
.4 SYNOPSIS or FACTS: ~ - JOINT REPORT ACENTS SMITES:* "
' STREET, BURGER AXD MURPHY.
) -3
Statement obtained from 3. B. Crane bQ’ 50
concerning marder of Anns Brown., Reference o
{ Blackie Gord being in custody under redersl e e
C:arzge in Osage Jounty. Stztement obtained
from l'rs largaret lMitchell nee Himes concorn-—
ing rurder w. E. (Bill) Smith et al. Possible
developments bbtained from Henry Cormed
tarsugh & coniidential informent. Reference
reported theft Government files Osage case
from United otates Attorney. Agents notes
concerning distribution reports. - }
DETARS:

Referins to joint report mede by Ageat, Smitk, dated 7-17-25 identical
c=ption and statement therein by Dewey Selph and w. C. Belley, and the connaction

of B. 5. Crane and Blacxie Gord therewith.

gl it e o) S0 S
muamne ‘W““‘m""""‘%‘tb |
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T T TV
Fry

?. S. Smith T 2/17 to 8/31 -2

STATE.IETT OBTAINED FRM B. B. CRANE:
} 4

g ﬁ%.m, "Seversl days befors Ama brown was found . . _
R mardered: I was at Earnest Burkhgrt's home,
at Grayhorse. I recell that Deweyt.Selph,
Clarence,Bailey, Kslseyjllorrison, Earnest
Burkihart{ and several others were thera. e
were all drinking and we played indian Stud
Poker, I was very drunk while we were playing N - .
poker; I don't remember the time of the might; - "*%“&W#ﬁ*ﬁ '

.
Earnest Burkhzrt, Kslsey Morrison and lewey

-Selph went into anothner room, and talked,
Thet Dewey Selph came back, and called me to oA ietgy )
one sice anu told me that Larmest Burkhart

wanted anna Brown bumped off and &sked me what i
I thought of it and said our time wounld be e Ly
mede worth wnile. I told Dewey that kind of .
money wouldn't be any good to us. Dewey did not R
say zuy more anu we went D&cr to the poker o
game. later on the game broke up, and Jewsy

Selph said to me come on, &and he &nd I, Kelsay

Morrison, narmest Burkhart and Clarence Bailey,

went out snd got in marnest Burkharts Buick

B
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£ oar and -arnest Burknart drove us to Pawimsks
) and stopped wast of town nesr & bridge. »hen
¥ the car stopoed Eelsey Morrison <ot out of
TN | the car, and waliked away. I was drinking and
% peid no atteatior .o what was ssid before Kelsey
- left the car. Felsey wes =one some time and came
. bacs in & car and ic this car I remerber sesing
& Anna brown snd another women toat i peid no B
. attentisn to anc cant say who she was. I dont B
£ remember what was said but Helsey stopped his . B
car and then drove oo off and :arnest Burkhart

followed. oarnsst drove on to his home &t
Grayhorse. »e got taere some time about morning.
¥e all zot out anc I layed down and smnt to
sleep. Later Dewsy Selph woke me up and uJewey,
i Slarence, Bailey, -&rnest Surikhsrt znd myself
Yoo drove to ralrfex ip Barnmest Burkhart's 3uick
oer znd ate breakisst. + dont rcmember seaing
Kelsey Yorrison or anna Brown at sarnest Burk-
hart's house when I woke up, &nd we left for
Peirlax some time later. I recall we all went
to Grayhorse and saw some races. I remember

: seeing Bryan Burkhart st the races, and zlso EE % Yo
Eelsey Morrison but dont remember seeing Anna _“?fé g
Brown., Aftar the race some time in the evening -
: I remember tnhat vewey, myself, Kelsey Morrisom, ¥ *‘gﬁ
: arncsst Burkhart and Clarence Bailey, went to
L Barnest Burkhart's home and ate supper. This wegs
arvyEmy resves amss  3—END

PP FIRN

g
1=
.,-——‘-"
/
™
T



- D T P A T

Lo C | 0

- F. S. Smith : 7/17 to 8/31 -3

This was late in the evening., I tried to eat _
{ but got sick and vomited., Some tims after = T TR
i supper, marnest Burkhart, Clarence Ballsy,
Dewey Selph and I, In Barnest Burknart's oar, N )
B il loft Zarnest's house, Xolwey Xorrison was not = "W
: with us when we left; when we got to Grayhorss -
which is a short distance from Barnest "
- Burkhart's house, I saw Xelsey Morrison, inm sy
Brown and another men and wormn that I dont
remeber sltting in & sar iz frout of some store.
Barnest Burkhart stopped his oar near Kalsey's CTe T TR
car and I paid ng attention to what was siéid,
but we then drove on and Eelsoy with Anna Brown
and the other two followed us. ¥ drove down to ™
Fairfex. .e stopped at Airfax and Kelsey
lorrison, =nna Brown ana ths others drove up and
stopped. carnest Burkhart and Dewey Selph got
out 0f our car anu walged over towards Xelsie's
car. Clarecce 3ailey snd I remsined in our car
and I went to sleepes The next thing I remsrber
I woxe up &nz our car wes in front of the hotel
at xalston and kelsle lorrison's car with Anna
Brown and the other two were at Halaton. i all
got out of our car anc went into the hotel.
Clarence and . set down in the lLobby of thas
hotel and sll the others left us and went some
where in the hotel,sxdept the man anqa woman
wnon 1 dont remember t-at was riding in Eelsie's
cer zna they staycd in Kelsle's car. In a little
while Clererce znd I wanted & drink anc was
afraid to uring ir the lobby sp we went put
and got in _arnest Burxznart's car and drank some
whiskey which we he ., and I went to sleep. 3Some
time later I dont know what time but around day
light, -arnest sand Jewsy ceme &n. got in the car
en. drove te rsirfax, 1 did not see Felsle snd
Anna Brown cgaln. At Fairfax Jewey Selph tooX me to a
hotel and put me to bed. This was in a room;ng
nouse close to the vepot. .hen I woke up I eat
and later say ewey, wno was sitting in front
01 the place where i slept. I toldi ewey toat I
believed . would o to venoys and see albert
Sturnson. I left rair:ax in a bus going to Jenoya.
Tne next day 1 oame bac.a to Falrfax and met Deway
apd the next dey I went to Ponca City. In about four
- or five days later I sew in the paper where thsy had
i found inna Brown murdered. I have made the above B
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3 . stetement of my ovn free will and accord, because

;gg - I felt thzt the Govermment shoula imow all the

Fx1 tacts thet I hzwe told. B. B. Crane. witnesses,

MR e S &nith, Je 4o stroat.”
E B. B, Crane is now coniined in the County Jail at Ia Junta, Colorado,
& ‘g
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P. S. Smith

charged Jvith felony by that State. Arrangements have been made with the Comdty

Attomo* and Sheriff at la Junta, Colorado, by which Crane will be availabl .

to ths Government.

REFZRNCE BLACKIE >§("('.)l’f.'D:

Gord is now confined in Osage County on a Federal charge; theft

Interstate shipment in defsult of bail in the sum of $6000.00. ZEfforts are in
progress to heve Gord divulge ths true facts.

. o
(pﬂb CONCERIING TH- MUEDER OF W. B. (Bil1) SMITH BT AL,

Vemorandum statement obtained from Lrs largaret litchell (nee El?!)
— L 4 ,

by sSpecial agert, lurvhy.
STATEN XT OF LRS KITOHELL:

®Phet she came to Feirfai, Okla., during the
Spring of 1821, and secured employme=t &s &

nurse in the Feirfex Iospital, whers she

worxed until ths 3.1 of that year; tnst at

that time ner nzme wes largeret Zimes, she

having met anc merried & ur. Je . Mitchell

at rairfax; that she was &ssi;ned to the case

of ..« e ™31117™ Smith on nizht duty; that

durirg the time she was his nuirse he never made
any statemernts to her regarding who might be
responsible for the qynamiting of his home, Bt
thet darins his sle.p he muttered several times
verious Lames wnich she wes unable to understend,
also he atsted-"they got cita and now it loois like
they heve got me."™ That he wes afrzic he might mention
nomes wonile ne wes asleep, anu upon wezening

woul. &t once ask ner if he had mentioned any
nzes durins his sleep, and on being tolz he had
not, woul. seerm rcleaved. lrs Mitshell also stated
tnct she was pot present ~hen Bill omith meae &
dyin: stztmant, as s.e ws asied to leave the room
by ~r. Shoun, anu the only ones present were Jr.
Sapun &nc some =ttorneys, whom she did not know.
rs Mitchell furtzer stated ti£t some time sfter
5111 .mith's deatiu, she was &sed by ur. Shoum

to g0 to the home of Sryen Burknart as nurse for
3ryan, who wes ill; thzt she refused to go, staeting
she would not nurse any Indians or stay in their
horeg,but finally agreed to taxe the case for ome
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S : day only, until they could obtaim - Ty
) f anpther marse; that during the day she was _
3 there, %ill Hale, the Uncle of Bryan, B
B I visited him and she was asiced to lemve S - R
the room so they could talk, she going L
out on the porch and slt in the swing; that T
in a short time Bill Hale came out where she C e Mt

was and tried to engesge her in conversation,

finally askinz her if Bill omith had made

a dying statement, to which she stated she e
replied to him ~"That if he did I would not

be telling it." lrs Zitchell is of the opinion

that Bill Hale woula like to get to ber to o
szcure any intormation which he thinis she
MRy KNOW."

(/%ddress Largeret Litchell, Nemlin, (clahome, witness under surveillanse
ihputy sheriff EBebler, who will keer agent advised of any change in her address.
POSSIBLE DEVZLOPL. 10os

Throuzh a8 confidential informant, one Hem'y)?ornet wus interviewed in
County Jall at Anadarko, Oklahoma, where he is confined by the State of Oklahoma
under cherge 0f bank robbery, and sisted as Ipllows:

Tnat he is In possession of mteriel
inormetion relective {sage muirders; tnat
8houla he divulge such iniormation &t
tnis time and his enemies in Osage .ounty
through any me:zns detect it, trzt they
would use their eXxerted efforts to convict
him in the cases in which he now stands
crnarced and while he is coniizent of
acquital wnen czses are tried .ept. 17th.
ornet promised informent that after his
trigl that ne would divalce all informstion
in his possession and would aid and assist
tne sovernm-2% in the Osage matters. =~ .

The confidential in:orment has great feith in Cormet doing this. Jornet

outlined to informe:t briefly some or the meterial facts in his possession, as

o

»That sometime prior to the marder of .
Benry -=oan, Osage Indian, that Bill E
Hale, master mind suspecti, in Osage

marders, &nd ane Henry “‘ LMmer, now

: decetsed, but then the %ing of liquor

S ' ' Lo
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menufacturing and distribution, and e g
- a fence &nd protector for, and manipulator
. of the law violators of Usage ulstrict, | T
S "'"‘" wore overheard plotting the murder of =~ = > HTasraisil

P Banry xoan by & friend of Cornet. That
their plot was to have Roan killed on
Cornet's rangh to lexve the impressisn
thet Cornet committed the murder; that
repeatedly after their plans were 1aid
that friends of Hale Grarmer organisatien BRI =t & i B
circulated mumerous reports that Roan

and Jornet were bitter enemlies, &nd that

Roan was going to kill vornet and that : T T
general line of propagenda to impress the
pablic of tne animosity existing betwewen
iocn and Cornet. That he, Cornet, Imew
three indians who have material inf.rmetion
relative to Usage murders and who e will
cause to tell tne wnole truth; that he imows
two men now in the Penitantiary at llcilester,
who actuzlly perticipated im tioe ussage
mirders, who he oan csuse to divulge the

full truth.”
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It is a developed fact thzt Just prior to the Zoan murder in Jan. 1923
and at the time of snna Srown's murder in 1921, that Jornet, Grammer and other
suspects in usage lurders, were an organized gang of high powered criminals and
¥new the heart beat of sach other, which justifies anticipated results from
vornet, &s he unquestibnably has iniomation of interest.

AGIIT'S FOTES:

¥or the information of the Bureau, copies of all reports of speclal

~gents with reference to Osage murders up to Jan, 1925, were furnisned Unlted
S Stztes .ttorney, lmurer, for the .estern vistrict of (klenome. lscently Mr.

el | Meurer aivised agezts thzt all coples.of the Osage cases mysteriously disappesred

fror his offioce and athivancea the theory tnat they were siclen. Since January

at which time these ajents were specially assigned to these lovestigations

c L

no coples of reports have been Ifurnisiigd the United States Attormey of this i

District, and will not be unless otuherwise instructed. Under instructions
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of Spech"’Lgent in Charge, T. B. White, the original and two eoples of 8 e

r of Buroau and three coplol
reporip 4 Sfurnished him, and by him lez}t Di~r°°t° o R AT ETE N PR

rosained In files of these Speclal dgents.
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s JOINT RRPOR® AGENTS JORN wm

CHAS. DAVIS AND GERE PARKER.

(5033
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ST RIEH

ol - General review of results cbtained

%g ) by these agents operating under cover,
wo o naming witneases to be Interviewed

glyving location of material witnesses
and suggestions of agents. '
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wpawuskas, Okls. wept. 8, 1925.

®r. Te B. Jhite, Box 1zb Oklahoma City,Okla.

Re Osage lurder Cases. Joint report mde

by agent Parzer, .ren sna Lavis from iug. -
12, 1925 to sept. 8, 1325, endeavoring to

seoure further m.formtlon &nd locate material

witnesses in ths sbove cases—a2enis working

uander covel. DO FOT WRITE [N THESZ SPACES
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2 rufuc AND VICINITY;

535«- While Agent Daris wms at thp waite Star Cafe
at Fairfax oondnoted by one My. Franks, one Mr.
Bmith of Fairfax, whose son-in-law, a Y¥r. Dencya,

gwng a dray 1ina at F‘nirfn.‘x- stated in convare

sation 'ith agent Davis and l!r. Franks, that he

smith ceme to the Oaage country in an m],v day

and took contracts to dlg mtser wells for the

Osage Indlans. M¥r. Smith stated that he knew all

of the Osage Indizna that had been murdered mentioning
Anna Brown end Henry Hoan, who had bean murdered near
Palrfax, ¥Mr. Smith stated that he alao knew the Bill
Smith family whose house was blown up in Fairfax,

el 1Y S e ol BET? el dih —mhe mmw a2 afodow i eema
Al Ll LI wile Ul Pidid Jillhbil W) WES & .-l.m Vi AN

Brown and who was also relsted tp the Osage Indian,
Henry 3pan. Mr. Smith stated that Bill umith, his

wife and a servant girl was killed when the home was
blown up. Mr. Smith further stated that it was thought
thet 8 rich ranchman was the master mind of all thas
three murders (but kr. omith did not give nzme of rich
ranchman) ¥r. omith stated that these murders were

being investigzted by the Federal Government and detectives
now and turning to Agent Devis asked Davis if hs was a
detective and when being told by mvis that he was not a
detective, omith stated,* I guess I have said too much
already for my son-in—law has told me mot to talk for
the bunch may bump me off if I did.' Mr. _mith stated
he was 84 yecars of age and come rom Janads at an early
day. a4t the 7ide iwagze rilling station loceted about

6 mil-a3 east of rairfax and on the Fairfsx snd Pawhuaks
Road, this stztion is conducted by a man and his sister
and the mail box shows the name of Bert, +hite in
conversation with the lady who waited on us she informed
us thzt the ranch across the road from their filling
stztion belensed to Bill Hale and she aaimd agents it

we were thinking of locating in that viclnity, on being
iniormed that we were looxing around for & lozztion steted
that 2ill HEsle was not & very goox neighbor as hs
controlled every thing around thers, thst he, Bill Hale,
owed tnem an account of 50,00 thet they had purchased
an old house from Bill Hele thzt stood in his pesture
scrosa the road froc their filling station , thet they
offered him 10,00 tor this old house &nd that Hele said
th=t he would let it rot down before he woul. take §l0.00
for it, but finally agresd to take 25,00 for ths houss,
that they agreed on the price and they moved the house
overothe filling station, thst later they sent Hale

a bill for tha balanco dne tham, that Hale then sent them

~ s & ey m—.np‘ h{m that
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amount for things that they had bought from him at
different times. This lady stated that she and her
brother d4id not ows Hale five cents but that Hale T o R

414 ows tEm, =tating that i= !n-f the kind of man

Ble is, that it was reported and generally known

that Fale had had an Osage Indian woman murdered and .- - ~=2nfilel
that this woman's bodywas found not far from thelr .
£illing station and that also there was an Osage C
Indian men killed and his bedy zound in a pasture O SR
near Fairfax, that there was & house blown up in the

town of rairfex killing a man, his wife and a servant

girl. This lady further salu that Hale owned and

controlled about 30,000 acrss of land near their

filling station, that sometime ago he, Hale, had the
grass on this land Iinsured for & dollar an acre or
$30,000.00. She further stated that he, Hele, had his
cow boys to go arcund and set fire to this grass at
night and that every adre insured was burned off and
that hs, Hele, hzd collected the §$0,000.00 Insurance.
This is sbout all this lady mentioned in regard to

Hale, as at this time a car drove up and we had teo

move out to let the other car inm., The above son-
versztiohs quoted are merely to show what is generally
¥nowr in the vicipnity of rairfax anc were voluntarily

on the part of the people quoted. Ko aoubt if the lady
en: her brother who own zn: operate the ¥ide Awaie
Fllling station on the road between rFairfax and FPawhuska
wor: irterviewed by an .gent of this lLepartment, who

is not under cover, micht be adble to throw same light

on this case, arna 1 not on the murder cases, information
may be obtained as to hsle havins his pasture set fire
for the insurance as this is & prerie co.ntry znd only
a barb-wire fence anc & road between the residence of the
owners of the rfiliing aststion, they undoubtedly saw the
fire £nd mey hzve secn men setting fire to the grass as
they could see for a namber of miles.

|

AT RALSTOX AND VICIITY:

Agent Farker an: .ren visited and stayed all mnight at

the Jones Zlbtel at Relston & short uistauce from Fair-
fax, Acent Levis remeining at Fesirfax. The proprietor

< #f the Jomes hotel is & man nemed Jodm Holder, he stated

' to the above named agents that he had lived in the country

for abput thirty two yeers, thet he had bean rumning the

hotel for about two ycars, that the hotel was owned and

ran rrevipusly be his step fatner who died about two years

ago. In s general c.nversation with kr. Holder 1ln regards

to investments eto he stzted that the country in ths

violnity of Feirfex an. malston wes owned and controlled

by a group of men and the leadins cmaracter of the bunch

was nemed 5ill Hele. Jphn Holder further stated that

all of the hi-jacikers, boot-leggers etc had married Indian
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women and ha( obtained by marrying said Indial”women
the royalty and income of their oil and lands. Holder

NI T T

B appeared to agents by his actions to kmow or to have o
SRS - * been mext to the Hale gang mctivities, and at a proper =~ F TS
T time we ars of the opinion that Holder should be inter— ooy
S viewed by an agent that is not under cover, in reference . ..
- TR T to Osage murders frauds eto, as reports mde by other W
H agents shows that the Jones Hotel was vigited by Amna o L;, ,
’ Brown and Bryan Burkhart on the night that anng Brown Lot

- A anadk s tha samae hlasat e wrwadt adf +ha Toamas - m ;. Sk

axd
: Hotel at Ealston is the restaurant whers Anua Brown
g and her party stopped and got sandwioches on the night _ o
G of tha murder. This restaursnt is owned and operated ~&~lEARTEREST.
z by & man nsmed 3ob lioSpadden who was also running this
: G plece at the time this party bought the sandwiches.
R Besports read hy these agents doss not show that Bod o e
' Mcinadden vas ever interviewed and sgent Frank Smith
S stoted to these ageuts that licSpadden has never been
: g,‘ interviewed-working in this restaurent is MoSpadden‘s e m marel
wife ani daughter, the daughter being acting waltreas
and the wife doing ths cooking. .

P
5 I 7D YICINIT
SR
" % While at Shidler, Agents Wren and Parker stopned at the
N1 3 broadway rooming; house, which is operated dy John Gregg,
= wife and daughter. Agents had a lengthy conversation

et
~

with John Gregsg far into the night, In the course of
conversation Gregg told &gents that tee prohibitien
officers had recently been in Jhidler anc vicinlty condusting
raids, searching men eni women at darses for liguor.
Gregz said that the ofiicers in 3hidler were & sorry lot,
thet some oftinem would &rrest & men if they smelled
whiskey orn his breath and that arncther officer wonld
sither put & small falsk in his pocket or swear thaet he
had taien the fidsk off of man arrested. While talking
to Gregg about coniitions of the country he informed us
that wocetime ago some men had learned that a $200,000,00
o pay roll was in one of the banks at Pawhuska, that these
i men got into the bank drilled a hole in the safs and

put in a charge of nitro-zlycerine and touched seme off
and after ths explosion they discovered that they had

put in too much an: hsad blown tne safethrough the wall

an: had jemmed the door so it couldn't be opened &nd that
they had to veat it. Gregg furtner stated it didn’t take
much nitro to blow & safe thet these men were green at

5 the tusiness. Gregg steted tnat he had seen many oil

K wells shot with nitro. Gregg stcted that nitro was a very
‘ powerful explosion ani that somstime ago some one blew

wp & house in Feirfax with nitro-glycerine kxilling several
members of the fmmily and completely wreckinz the house— ST,
Gregg did not mention whose house it wusm, who blew it up

or no nimes mentioned for at this point of comversation

Gregg wus interrupted by a men who osme into hotel ¢o
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