FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION

COVER SHEET

SUBJECT: NEW ALLIANCE PARTY




SUBJECT: NEW ALLIANCE PARTY

FILE NUMBER: PX 100-8767




ju-&8 16/




4-750 (Rev. 12-14-88) ( E

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

l Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
EZatements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material

available for release to you.
Section 552

O o)

O ®)2)

O ®)(3)

O ()4
01 (6X5)

0 (bX6)

O ®)7)A)
O (b)(7)(®B)
& (b)(7)(C)
& o)
O (b)7XE)
O GXE)
O (b)8)

O )9

Section 352a
(d)5)
(1))
(k)(1)
(k)2)
(k)(3)
(k)(4)
(k)(5)
(k)(6)
(kX7)

O

Do0O00DO0oa0oanano

(] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your

request.

[ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[0 Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred

to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation

with the other agency(ies).

Q Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

»

0-' -

[J For your information:

[Z/The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

O (08749 =t o

D0.0.0.6.9.9.0.0.0.9.9.9.0.0.9.0.9.0.0.0.0¢

X DELETED PAGE(S) X

X NO DUPLICATION FEE X

X FOR THIS PAGE X

.0.0.0.4.0.9.0.9.0.9.0.0.0,0.9.0.0.9,6:0.0 ¢
FBI/DOJ



FBI

+ “TRANSMIT VIA: ' 'RECEDENCE: CLASSIFICAT N:
E-Teletype O Immediate O TOP SECRET
O Facsinile £ Priority OO SECRET
O O Routine O CONFIDENTIAL
O UNCLASEFTO
— , : el ___._EPuUNCLAS L
T - . Date 17/)’2?’[ 5

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 |

| onguii— 51<

21

FM PHOENIX (100A-8767) (P)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (PRIORITY)

AIBANY (PRIORITY)

ANCHORAGE  (PRIORITY)

ATIANTA (PRIORITY)

BALTIMORE (PRIORITY)

BOSTON (PRIORITY)

BUFFALO (PRIORITY)

BUTTE (PRIORITY)

CHARLOTTE (PRIORITY)

CHICAGO (PRIORITY)

COLUMBUS (PRIORITY)

DENVER (PRIORITY)

DETROIT (PRIORITY)
MEMBERS OF THE NEW ALLIANCE-PARTY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED
AND DANGEROUS AS THEY ARE KNOWN TO POSSESS WEAPONS.

ALL INFORLATION COUTAINED

HEREIA IS oivolnSSIFIED ,
DATE2 =34 -mviﬁ’

d: Transmitted _901.5 / 0350
Aeprere (Numbér) (Time)

<U.S. GPO: 1987 — 181-486




““DPAGE TWO PX 100A-8767 UNCLAS
INDIANAPOLIS (PRIORITY)
JACKSON (PRIORITY)
KANSAS CITY (PRIORITY)
1OS ANGELES (PRIORITY)
MEMPHIS (PRIORITY)
NEWARK (PRIORITY)
NEW HAVEN (PRIORITY)
NEW YORK (PRIORITY)
OMAHA (PRIORITY)
PHILADELPHIA (PRIORITY)
SAN FRANCISCO (PRIORITY)
WFO (PRIORITY)
BT
UNCIAS
SECTION 2 OF 2
LEADS
ALL RECEIVING OFFICES ARE REQUESTED TO NOTE NEW ALLIANCE
PARTY REGIONAL AND STATE OFFICES AS SET OUT ABOVE. EACH
RECEIVING OFFICE IS REQUESTED TO CHECK INDICES REGARDING THE NEW

—-—ALLTANCE PARTY AND CONTACT ALL LOGICAL SOURCES AND INFORMANTS IN



®

~PAGE THREE PX 100A-8767 UNCLAS
AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE WHAT IS ADVOCATED BY MEMBERS OF THIS PARTY
IN THEIR RESPECTIVE DIVISIONS.
PHOENIX DIVISION AT PHOENIX INVESTIGATION CONTINUING TO
DEVELOP INFORMATION REGARDING CAPTIONED GROUP.
MEMBERS OF THE NEW ALLIANCE PARTY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED
AND DANGEROUS AS THEY ARE KNOWN TO POSSESS WEAPONS.
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Re Phoenix teletype to FBIHQ, et al, dated
1/28/88, and Bureau teletype to Albany, et al, dated

) Referenced teletype requested receiving offices
to gather information regarding the NAP.

Omaha considers this matter RUC.
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Memorandum

'\b . DIRECTOR, FBI (ATTN: CID - DS/T UNIT)Date 4/11/88

. SAN FRANCISCO (100A-80392)(RUC)(SQ 13)
NTAINED p2C

From
l R NEORMATION GO
' .4ZL’V§EW ALLIANCE PARTY: ALL!?;YE;5 ToamED
00: PHOENIX |- %Y
DATE C.M!

L
Re Puoenix teletype dated January 28, 1988; Burea q715
teletypes dated Pebruary 2, 1988, and February 11, 1988; and San
'i Francisco telcal to Phoenix, on April 11, 1988.

LT

Referenced telcal determined no extension of this
\ investigation to have been authorized, but reporting of
: investigation already conducted to be desired.

The following investigation was coﬁducted at Oaklandg,

California:

E)
7

‘ _ i ipdices are negative for— :
i and ’ L7C

Further investigation was held in abeyance per FBIHQ

instructions per referenced BtérEe-m t;}i?(;p;&/ 4/5,/ 77;,[ _ /

.

Members of the New Alliance Party should be considered (f\
ol N

5 1,"-

¥ ARMED AND DANGEROUS. % \
. ‘;\\‘Aﬂ,‘-‘ - % [ 7Y m J
§ @ - Bureau ) .

i 2. zaPhoenix (100A-8767) ,_ B . 8O APR 14 1988% * -

‘i pranciBEsS ™ ... .. %0 APR1¢ 1388% "
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
Teletype [0 Immediate {0 TOP SECRET
] Facsimile y O Priority O SECRET
AIRTEL » O Routine [0 CONFIDENTIAL
- [ UNCLASEF TO
O UNCLAS
Date 3/1/88
! —\ =
; CTOR, FBI '
(ATTN: SSA DOMESTIC TERRORISM UNIT)
i C, BOSTON ~ (100A-47717) (P) /
) ALLIANCE PARTY (NAP); DOMESTIC SECURITY/TERRORISM;
4 00: PHOENIX

¥ For the information of recipients, enclosed is a copy of
an article on the NEW ALLIANCE PARTY, which appeared in the
February 26-March 3, 1988 issue of the Boston Phoenix.
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The cultlsh
ways of the
New Alliance

Party

by Sean Flynn
n 1981 mambers of the New

y P
cialist, third-party
meni, try to force theikway into top
organigational posmons in Eelix_
Arro campaign for Boston

ool Gpmmittee, the first time a
Latino is\ running for city-wide
ofﬁce Arroyo axdes, susplcous of

'out, and Arroyo nfuses the party’s
official endorsement. Two years
later, Arroyo runs again and NAP
members are again barred from the

campaign.

1986: NAP-backed “Rainbow
Slate” candidates run for state-
delegate seats at half a dozen
Boston-area Democratic caucuses,
blasting the existing ward commit-
tees as racist, sexist, and homopho-
bic. The candidates — whom
caucus-goers would later remem-
ber as disruptive and “robotic” —
all lose, and two days later file
formal protests of the balloting
process with the State Democratic
Committee. A review board later
dismisses all the appeals. Members
| of the Reverend Jesse Jackson's
J| Rainbow Coalition also attend the
caucuses, passing out flyers official-
ly distancing their Rainbow from
that of the NAP candidates.

After a review board hears an
NAP appeal against the Ward 19
caucus for its alleged failure, among

.other things, to encqurage minority
representation, (who
in 1987 would run }s the NAP's _

candidate e_for Bost ) asks
Ward 19 committee mémber Geor-
gia "Mattison if he carh take her
picture for the party’s weekly
- newspaper, the National Alliance.
Mattison refuses and raises her.
-| soft-sided-briefcase ‘to shield her
1 face, bumping San juan’s camera.
. Two days later, San Juan files
: Continued on page 8
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4y 'and the political

The cultish
ways of the
New Alliance

Party

by Sean Flynn

Continued from page 1
assault-and-battery charges against Mat-
tison, who then files countercharges of
assault and harassment. All charges are
_eventually dropped. The National Al-
liance, meanwhile, runs an overblown _
account of the incident, complete with a
cartoon showing an enraged Mattison
swinging her briefcase like a sledgeham-
mer. :
1987: Officials af\the_Creater. Bosias..
Gay and Lesbj i
receive
tom gay businessmel who say they
were conned into donalipg to the NAP
by party members canvassing for the
~Alliance” — implyirfg they were sup-
ported by the GBGLPA. The GBGLPA
decides to make “it a point not to work
with them,” says executive director Will
Hutchinson.

an uncontested race for a seat on the
national board of the New Jewish
Agenda (NJA), a’ progressive coalition
that works to unify the jewish communi-
left. Soon after, NJA
members around the country begin
calling the national headquarters, asking
for 'information about the NAP and its
members, who begin joining Jocal NJA
chapters. After researching the group, the
national board votes to denounce the
NAP officially, making any linking of the
party with the NJA grounds for expulsion
from the NJA.

veral complaints -

July 1987: A member of the NAP wins -

.">}>

(

. L J -

Since the day it first kicked to life, nine
years ago in New York City, the New
Alliance Party, one would think, should
have been welcomed by American
progressives like a prayed-for messiah.
The brainchild of Fred Newman, a long-
time political organizer who spent the
late ‘60s and early ‘70s meandering
through the spectrum .{ radical politics,
the NAP has a written agenda that reads
like the conscience of the American left:
an end to racism, sexism, and anti-gay
bigotry; a national health service; free
education through graduate school;

— all the plagues of all mankind gone for
good, thanks to the righteous rise of the
working class and the victorious emerg-
ence of this “'black-led, multi-racial, pro-
gay” movement.

But reviews of the party, at best, have
been less than flattering, and at worst
they've been downright scathing.
Although nearly every group even slight-
ly left of center embraces the NAP
message, the party’s methods and
motives have cost it the support of most

the seething, damning criticism of re-
searchers who've studied it in depth..
Despite the sincerity Newman and his
followers ooze, the NAP’s muddied past
and questionable present have set it up,
for pointblank attacks, among them the
charge that it's a cover for a totalitarian,
psychopolitical cult, a sick orgy of mind
games and revolution orchestrated by
Newman, the white male guru who was
once a follower of neo-fascist Lyndon
LaRouche. Directly tied to the party are a
network of “social therapy” centers
where the NAP’s politics are translated
into radical theories of mental health,
dreamed up and mapped out by New-
man and administered by party mem-
bers. Add to that unsavory linkage the
NAP's tactics — including its apparently
deliberate attempts to confuse itself with
more-popular groups such as the Rain-
Coalition and its members" confron-

peace, not war; people instead of profits ..

mainstream progressives and eamned it &
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tational debate style — and even those
who suffer just a casual brush with the
party come away with the same eerie
feeting: there’s something weird about
these people.

“What they do on the surface sounds
terrific,” says Chip Berlet, of the Cam-
bridge-based independent think-tank
Political Research Associates, who spent
four years digging into Newman and his
followers. “But like anything that sounds’
too good to be true, it is. Newman
represents another white male guru, and.
who needs it? No matter how benevolent
their current political line might be, if
they took over the country, you'd have
Strongman Fred Newman.”

If all the criticisms are true, then there’s
something really scary about the New
Alliance Party — it's growing. Since its
founding, in 1979, the party has spread to
22 states, and it currently boasts an
estimated 30,000 members, including
5000 in New England. It offers its own
brand of psychotherapy at clinics around
the country — including one in Jamaica
Plain — and also boasts a network of
legal, educational, and other community-
based services that touch perhaps hun-_
dreds of thousands af poor and working-
class people. Its weekly newspaper, the
Nationa! Alliance, is read by as many as
100,000 people. And this year the party’s
presidential can idate, _Lenorg Jalapi.
became the first black woman eyer to -
qualify for_matchy
Fedeial Election C issi
on the ballot in all\50"states and the

District of Columbia. For a band of
wacked-out cultists, those are impressive
achievements. )

The support the NAP has found
(granted, it hardly makes the party a
maijor political force at this point) isn’t
hard to understand. Its entire political rap
is built on the simple premise that the
two-party system has failed the working
class — which, in a lot of ways, is true.
Cash has become the major player in
American politics, which means politi-
cians serious about surviving — even
devout progressives — have to woo the
nation’s moneybags. Unfortunately, that
leaves the poor and members of the
working class playing second string. But,
as the NAP rightly calculates, those
people are ripe for picking by any group
that sells itself well. And any party that

can swing that bloc of voters to its ranks -

has a decent shot at serious power.

“We‘re building something” says
NAP New England coordinator Mary
Fridley, “come hell or high water, that's
capable of engaging the right in this
country. And furthermore, we've found
— it's been tested through millions of
hours on the streets, millions of hours
going door-knocking and millions of
hours on the phone — that people
respond to a militant, black-led, indepen-
dent movement. That's the way we chose
to go.”

No one questions the NAP's ability to
turh peeple on to its ideas; indeed, that’s
what frightens its critics. The concems,
rather, are about how the party does its-

B e R

organizing, and — perhaps more impor-
tant — why, especially given its leaders’
past and what critics say is the NAP’s
consistent refusal to deal with that
history honestly.

According to researchers like Berlet
and Joe Conason, who wrote a 1982
Village Voice article about the NAP,
Newman put himself and his followers
under Lyndon LaRouche’s leadership —
then called y" — for a relative-
ly short time in the early 1970s in New
York. Although LaRouche was then
operating within the left and had yet to
develop fully his neo-fascist theories of
today, he was nonetheless a twisted man
with twisted ideas. By autumn 1973, US
communists had already denounced him
as a neo-Nazi after his “Operation Mop-
up” terror spree, which featured his
young followers pummeling rival leftists
with chains and baseball bats. And
LaRouche’s bizarre and degrading psy-
chosexual theories were pretty well
formed by the winter of 73. And though
#t wasn’t until June 1974 that Newman
afficialy put himself and almost 40 of his
cadre under LaRouche (a fact NAP
members don't dispute), party members
deny that the Newman-LaRouche ties
started much earlier and continued for
some time after Newman and his group
jumped ship, in August 1974. According
to Berlet's and Conason’s evidence,
though, Newman's Cznters for Change
(CFC), a grassroots leftist organization,
held “joint forums” with LaRouche’s

Continued on page 14
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National Caucus of Labor Com-
mittees (NCLC) as early as No-
vember 1973 and continued to
debate points of shared ideology
with LaRouche after the split and
after the rest of the left had writ-
ten LaRouche off as a proto-
Nazi. But Newman followers to-
day insist that the relationship

lasted only two months, and
Newman himself, quoted in a
National Alliance interview, says
his CFC got involved with the

NCLC only because the CFC.

was “blissfully ignorant” about
the left and LaRouche in 1974 —
an odd claim coming from a man
who boasts a doctorate from
Stanford University and who
was a serious political organizer
by 1968. As Berlet wrote in a De-
cember 1987 report on the New

Alliance Party, “The question is .
not how long the Newmanites '

worked under the political lead-
ership of Lyndon LaRouche, but
how they can explain what at-
tracted Newman and his follow-
ers to LaRouche in the first place
... an organization which at best
was a collection of paranoid sex-
ist homophobic thugs and at
worst & nascent fascist political
movement.”

Actually, NAP members say, it
was LaRouche's economic
analyses that attracted Newman
and his followers — that and
naiveté.

But even if the LaRouche con-
nection could be wiped from Fred
Newman’s past, his New Al-
liance Party still wouldn't win
much favor from other activists.
With creepy regularity, people
who have come into contact with

the NAP-remember its members -

and methods as confrontational,
disruptive, and exploitative.
When the party’s Rainbow Slate
candidates descended on ward
caucuses in 1986 — including
Wards 11 and 19, considered
among the most progressive in
the area — they read hardline
speeches from index cards attack-
ing the ward committees and she

& gacist, sexist, and homophobic.:

“The  .ooned absurd,” recalls
Sandy Story, editor of the Jamai-
ca Plain Citizen, who was at the
Ward 11 caucus, “reading from
those cards saying, 'There’s no
blacks here, there’s no gays and
lesbians,” when the room was
probably three-quarters full of
those two groups.” Adds Dick
Jones, a member of the Ward 11
committee: “The people who
were really upset were the people
of color, the gays and lesbians,
who were treated as if they were
white males in the back smokin

cigars. They [NAP members
were humorless, driven, focused
people who didn’t see any per-
spective. It seemed almost like a
movie about Nazi youth.” At the
Ward 19 caucus, observers re-
member a similar scene. Georgia
Mattison, a Ward 19 committee
member and the alleged briefcase
basher, says the caucuses that
year “were very strange, very
ugly. The way they act it seems
clear that they want more mem-
bers or to destroy other groups,
particularly minority and lib-
eral/progressive groups. That's
how they act — not what they
say, but how they act.”

And though the NAP prides
itself on being ‘black led and
multi-radial,” minority leaders
question whether that's out of
honest concern and a sense of
solidarity or if the party is merely
trying to establish “hegemony.”
*They're too persevering — let's
use that word — when they want
to work for a candidate, even
when that candidate hasn’t asked
for their support,” says Felix
Arroyo, whose campaigns NAP
members tried to “control” in
1981 and 1983. “And they do that
especially with minorities.” Mel
King, the popular black leader
who ran for mayor in 1983 and
accepted NAP support, also says
the NAP tries to “ingratiate”
itself to “those people who are
nonpreferred in our society” by
exploiting appropriate issues.
Even party members themselves
begin to sound a bit desperate for
black acceptance when they de-
fend the NAP's ties to the con-
rakhan, who has been called anti-
Semitic and anti-gay. “We re-
spect him because the black

Continued on page 16
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Jridley, “White America d

have the right to tell *
Avrierica who *o follow or v.lic i
respect.”” Thovoh the 5 true, it’s
a weak I+ 1 a political
allegiance, <snecially when the
NAP garp-r#t + beachhead in
the N h  Agenda, a
progressive ,, p that has little
love for Fanay ~an. David Coyne,
a spokespercon for the 4500-
member NJA, suggests that the
NAP was eager to join the NJA in
order to have a Jewish shield
against a Farrakhan backlash.
“They picked the wrong group,”
he savs. “We won't just sit still.
We can't afford to have these
people around us if, with princi-
pled efforts, we're going to attract
people to our banner.” And that
from a man whose group in-
cludes every shade of left politics.

Perhaps most damning,
though, are the statements made
by Dennis Surrette, a black man
who ran for president under the
NAP banner in 1984 and says he
later left the party because it
offered blacks no real leadership
roles. “I left the party because it
continued to claim it was black-
led — 1 knew better,” Surrette
told Mississippi's Jackson Ad-
vocate. “] don't feel they can use
‘black-led’ continuously without
falling on their faces —
falsehoods just won't hold up
under close scrutiny.”

Finally, the NAP's persistent,
self-serving use of “Rainbow™
titles for its affiliated organiza-
tions has long been a target of

criticism—Altheugh—TFridiey-—and——

other NAP higher-ups say_ the
Rainbow Lobby, 8 Washington-
based NAP offshoot, makes clear
that it is separate from the
Reverend Jesse Jackson's Rain-
bow Coalition, the similar name
is conveniently opportunistic at
pest. “Our contention is, we don’t
think the Rainbow [title] belongs
in the Demorratic Party,” says
Fridley, “but .-e‘re more than
willing to give them the name. 1
mean, we're not going to fight
oveg it. But we're certainly con-
cerned with where the Rainbow
ends up. We don't want to see it
end up in the hands of a Richard
ey dont B

Gay and Lesbian Political Al-
liance’s assertion that their short
tile — the “Alliance” — was
ripped off by money-hungry
NAP canvassers is dismissed just
as easily: “Who said those people
own names? It'’s more and more
likely that they go around saying

they're the Alliance and people

ort them because they think
Fire Us.”

vision.” And the Greater Boston

|
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The NAP's own tactics — d
scribed usually as either “wil
disruptive” or “annoying” <
have left a bitter taste among '
Boston's activist community, and
reports like Berlet’s have become
standard testament against New-
man and his Alliance. But though
all the political sophisticates have
been, as GBGLPA's Will
Hutchinson says, “making it a
point not to work with them”
(though GBGLPA does include
the NAP in candidate forums it
sponsors), nobody’s bothered to
spread the news to the politically
disenfranchised people the NAP
targets. In fact, as Rerlet rightly
argues, the progressive reaction
to the NAP — namely, to isola‘e
its members as freaks — is
backfiring badly. “It's a double-
edged sword,” Berlet says. “On
the one hand, they lie consistent-
ly about who they are and what
they do. But mainstream political

ups use totally inappropriate
means to isolate them. The whole
idea of democracy is informed
consent; excluding them doesn’t

Yet the NAP, armed with

shrewd organizers, has managed
to make its isolation work to its
benefit, recycling criticism into
ammunition to use on the streets.
The party blasts the American
political superstructure for, as it
sees it. moving further and
further right, dropping the work-
ing class and oppressed like so
many pebbles in the wake of a
glacer. In tum, mainstream
progressives, it argues, cling to
the Democratic Party like so
many half-starved lamprey, suck-

ing out what legitimacy they can.

The criticisms launched at New-
man and the party, NAP figures,
are just more evidence of an
increasingly paranoid, desperate,
and impotent Establishment.
Even worse, NAP members use
the cult brand to tie the tra-
ditional left to the rise of the
right. “It's part of the cover-up
the left is doing ™ says Fridley,
*“because I think that, if in calling
the NAP and Dr. Newman a cult
and a gury, that kind of allows
them to call LaRouche a guru and
a cult, which heisn't.

N PN ;

sbout the right, which is the

serious issue. Again, if you want

And it kind

to talk about the serious and .

principled issues, it's ‘Fuck the
NAP, what are going to do about
the right? It's rising, and
LaRouche is-a major player in it.
Dr. Newman recognizes that, and
I'm proud to follow him. I will

say tnat unequivocally.”

1} ]

Frighteningly enough,
Fridley’s assessment of LaRouche
ijs pretty accuraie. For years
LaRouche was dismissed as 2
cultist and a flake, albeit a scary
one. But while he was being
written off in the world of
traditional politics, he was mak-
ing some nasty entrances: two
LaRouchites won Illinois De-
mocratic primaries in April 1986,
joining the ballot as candidates
for lieutenant governor and
secretary of state with
gubernatorial candidate Adlai
Stevenson, who later dropped
out. That same year, LaRouchites
in California managed to get on
the ballot a plan for what
amounted to mandatory and

state-backed discrimination ™

against people who had been .
exposed to the disease. A similar °

| goes before voters in g@
the next election there. And in

1987 the New Alliance Party, the
left's own dirty secret, has a can-
didate running for president in

all SO states, armed with S

$205,565.18 in matching funds
from the federal government. S0,

- indeed, what will the left do

about the right? And what will it
do about itself? a

widespread AIDS testing, and SF
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‘Tolitical
therapy

y members’ own admission, the

\ psychotherapy side of New
Alliance Party politics is rad-

ical, controversial, and “revolution-
ary.” Based on “a therapy of em-
powerment,” its basic tenet sounds
reasonable enough: people develop
mental-health problems . because

social conflicts breed personal con-
flicts, which in turn spawn emotional
trauma.

For the most part, though, it isn’t
theory that has critics of the program
so uptight. If the NAP’s Institutes for
Social Therapy, which are scattered
around the country (including one on
Centre Street in Jamaica Plain), were
merely staffed by single-minded clini-
cians, the program probably wouldn’t
get much play outside head-shrinker
cliques. But the “social therapists” are
playing more than mind games —
they're aiso frying to organize a
political and social revolution. And
that connection, say critics, is at the
least unethical and may perhaps
be brainwashing. -

NAP followers and therapists, of
course, dismiss that charge as a
ludicrous cheap shot from paranoid
rivals. But the connection between the
party and the therapy clinics — both
of which target poor and working-
class communities — casts a disturb-
ing light on the NAP's entire agenda.
Both were created by Fred N .8
long-time activist descri by his
followers as brilliant and by his critics
as a guru. And both preach the same
basic message, coming, conveniently,
from two directions that meet in the
middle: society sucks. In therapy,
patients learn that they are conflicted
because society is conflicted and that
the only way to deal with that is to

“their therdist e bt
for the New Alliance

Party, which

says, in essence, “We can change this
conflicted society.” i

societyisscrewedupinamajorway;'

el g oo g v

!

“In therapy,” says NAP critic Chip
Berlet, who spent four years re-
searching the group, “you're baring
your innermost thoughts, which
jeaves great potential for abuse by the
therapist. And when your therapist is

| your political leader — it's a system

where your political guru knows

. what's going on inside your id and

ego. Here you have a system where
the abuse is institutionalized — and
that’s the problem.”

But the therapists — who, by the
way, are not regulated by the com-
monwealth — don’t see that nasty
link, or at least don’t admit it if they
do. “My main response to that is 1

almost want to laugh,” says Gwen .

Lowenheim, director of the Boston
Institute for Social Therapy and Re-
search and an NAP member. “It's
ludicrous. It's a real insult, both to
people in the New Alliance Party and
people in therapy. It's almost like
saying they're mindiess. Sure, some
people become political from being in
therapy. If they do, that's great. But
it'’s more that we just say what our
politics are. You can walk into a
psychiatrist’s office and see copies of
Time, Newsweek, People — if that's
not political, -what is? I think we're
more up-front, people know who we

are.

Plausible as that argument may
sound, it creates a few disturbing
knots for those not quite ready to join
the New Alliance Party in completely
upsetting the status quo. Sure, Time
and People may be political, but they
still refiect rather generically what

.most people see as reality. But the

issues of the National Alliance stacked
in the institute’s waiting room is a
glaring account of the NAP’s philoso-
phy, which doesn’t quite agree with
the current state of affairs. The ques-
tion' then, is, are emotionally vulnera-
ble people seeking aid and comfort at
a disadvantage when faced with a

- therapist’s version of truth, one that

goes against a lifetime of social adjust-

ment’ 'l‘hemwer may not be “brain-

heckofagoodone. v —SF
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is “manipulative and unethical...How

can a group aspire to moral and political

leadership when with one hand it reac<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>