o v o e e

S
e
¥
X
-§:i.‘.
NI
&
FA
PN
gf
I
PN
8

While the Party does express sympathy for the NOI on the groundg
that the capitalist system in this country is responsible for the conditions in
which a protest movement such as the NOI can arise, the Party insists, of course,
that only under communism will the Negro have full {freedom. As a result, the
Party is circumspect and has rejected a policy of active cooperation with the NOL

In contrast to the CPUSA position is that expressed by one militant
Marxist group, the Progressive Labor Movement (PLM),*which follows a
pro-Chinese communist line in this country. A leading figure in this movement,
who was formerly in the CPUSA, stated after the Harlem riots of July, 1964,
that the PLM was willing to work with any group in Harlem--Black Nationalist
or Muslim included.

Several articles with a pro-Chinese communist slant appeared in
*Muhammad Speaks' in 1964. These articles were undoubtedly published
because the NOI considers the Chinese people to be *brothers, ' inasmuch
as they also are non-Caucasian. One of the articles, prepared by Robert
Williams, a Negro extremist who fled to Cuba to avoid prosecution for kid-
papping and who, in his speeches and writings, advocates violence in civil
rights efforts in the United States, described his visit to Red China. He
stated that the "American of African descent, whether he undérstands enough
to appreciate it or not, i{s very fortunate to have the support of the Chinese

people. " _
*Name changed to Progressive Labor Party in mid-April, 1965.
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~D. American Negroes' Reaction to NOI
A well-known Negro author has written: "It is an interesting historical

H phenomenon that when a people reach the precipice of despair, there is 80 often
s waiting in the bushes a savior--a messiah who promises to snatch them back

trom the edge of the abyss and turn their grief into greatness. "
To some dissatisfied Negroes, Elijah Muhammad, the self-proclaimed

l . "Messenger of Allah, " appears to be this messiah. Describing in a speech in

A' m Angeles last summer the calamities which have befallen people in the
-United States, Elijah asked, "Who can be saved?" His answer was "the Muslim
believers who faithfully followed and obeyed His Messenger.. .. The wlaeat and

< surest way to success is to unite behind me. [ assure you that, with the help of

- Allah, you will accomplish your goals. money, good homes, and friendships in

mvalks of life. " L

: . Negroes- living in slum conditions, hopeléu and trustrited, feel

5 lujnh may be an answer to their many problems. These are the Negroes, the

i - « leu-educated and least-privileged, to whom Elijah directs his appeals. !‘or

! these Negroes, the Muslim movement provides a means by which they can both

" , release and control their feelings toward what they regard as a hostile white

,};‘n

the Black uuums hurl their imprecations,
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distant white world, as they stand surrounded by other friendly black lm

And the NOI movement's insistence that Negroes are the origina.l people 'h
“must stay among themselves" gives its followers a sense of security aad -
even tranqumty

However, with the exception of a few educators and businessmen who
joined the NOI for purely selfish, ecopomic reasons, the bulk of the Negro '
population shows little interest in the rengious aspects of the NOL Distinguished
Negro leaders on many occasions have soundly denounced the NOI with b -
- distorted version of Islam, which continually attacks all established instibtm
the Negro normally looks to for leadership. As a noted Negro pastor o . .
Harlem warned, the teaching of the Black Muslims i going in iway contrary -
to what we know is best. It solves no problems, but only begets greater
antagonism. "’ | o

While the majority of Negroes in the United States do not rush b "
join the NOI, many seemto respect it. Amongtbosewho do not join, lnv s
participate in any eriticism of it. The Muslim advocacy of black nuprm '
arouses the sympathy of many Negroes. They silently applaud the bol&;u? | -
of Elijah and his ministers, who openly condemn white people. This taps

untimenu of racnl pride which seldom ﬁnd avenues of expreuion. She

llnamnl ‘repeated appeals for clean living, .elf-
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respect among American Negroes. They approve of the way the Muslims live. Fg' B L
Lacking knowledge of the complete teachings of the cult, some Negroes see tbe .
economic advantages only. Attracted by constant publicity about the claimed
rehabilitation of criminals, and seeing the many photographs of well-dressed
ministers and members of the elite guard, Fruit of Islam (FOI), they are
impressed with the apparent success the NOI has had in bettering conditions

" of these members. They feel that anything that could help the Negro must be

good.
- Those Negroes who read the NOI newspaper, *Muhammad Speaks, "
see in every issue a list of ten demands--"What the Muslims Want. " The first
three of these demands--~full and complete freedom, equal justice under the law,

cqua.uty of opportunity--are fundamental principles which make up the American

q croed and are desired by all segments of our society. But other stated demands

d the Muslims include land for a nation of their own, exemption from all

hxation, freedom from prisons for all Negroes, and 80 forth These are

' "j impracticable, but many uneducated Negroes cannot help being receptive to

- some of these demands.

Also impressed by publicity on the NOI are Negro criminals serving

in redenl a.nd State prisons. They are a very receptive group, who see x’*j ,i -

Muslim ;ctivity within the prisons as an outlet for protest against their :it\ntion.* { e
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With the attitude of what-have-I-to-lose, they hope that some benefits ' 7.
might come to them by joining the NOL ,!E’f”?‘ .
For a multitude of reasons, there are American Negroes who -
sympathize with the Black Muslims or actually become loyal followers of
Elijah Muhammad and his NOI leadership- For those who join; "the
Messenger's' word is law, and all who wish to remain in the cult must follow
Elijah's strict discipline as imposed by his loyal ministers. But this
discipline has not been able to prévent trouble in the cult. LT
Elijah's former leading spokesman, Minister Malcolm X, Elijah's
‘sons Wallace and Akbar, and his grandson Hassan Sharrieff broke from the
cult. From these former leaders, we heard Elijah called "'a religious faker"
and "a fraud" who promoted '"concocted religious teaéhings. " Another NOI
minister who left the cult in disgust described the NOI as “organized like an
army"--the members just "following along'" trying to obey the strict discipline
demanded by the higher-ups who .are carrying on "one of the biggest rackets ’
in the land. "
Who are thése higher-ups of the NOI? What type of nian leads this

strange organization?
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Georgia. He formulates and approves all NOI policy

1 that, "in the designs, the demeanor and

. there must always be a

i

IV. LEADERSHIP

L

- A. National Officials

Absolute ruler over the NOI is the ""Messenger of Allah," Elijah

Muhammad, the 67-year-old former Elijah Poole from Sandersville,

and decisions, has

" the entire funds of the cult at his disposal, and possesses considerable

wvaluable properties throughout the country.
This small, frail, seemingly meek and humble man, who has

oaly a fourth-grade education, i8 2 master at creating mood, myth, and

nyitery Elijah possesses that vgomething' mentioned in an essay on

leaders attributed to General Charles de Gaulle, for "Allah's Messenger"

seems {0 understand that "there can be no prestige without mystery, "

the mental operations of a leader,

'something’ which others cannot altogether fathom,

3 . which puziles them, stirs them and rivets their attention."

Never appearing before the public without his black pilibox hat

generously encrusted with jewelled stars and crescent, Elijah seems

to have a touch of the patient Oriental in his face. He is not a dynamic

apeaker. | ln hll public lectures, his rather rasping voice drones on in
monotony N he seems to know when to shake his audience into

s

o)




excitement  Suddenly he will electrify them with a tirade against the “white

devils, " the Government or nonbelieving ''so-called Negroes. " %“*,

From every speaker's rostrum on which he appears before the ﬂuc
Elijah practices brinkmanship tactics to the frenzied delight of his mdiencc,

RS ALY R e N e e

some of whom frequently answer his veiled accusations with, *"That’s right"

or "Praise Allah." They “get the message" even as he careful.ly rdnlnl
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from specific language which could cause him to be arrested for "incitamm"
or "advocacy. "

Financially and materially, Elijah has done well for hixﬁself as the
"Messenger of Allah. " With his wife,Clara,and at times some of h?l»ow
children, Elijah resided for many years in a 19- r.oom, elaborately turnhbd
home in Chicago. Besides this $75, 000 residence, he owns also other propqrtie:
in Chicago and elsewhere. In Chicago, an apartment building and a group of
- other buildings owned by Elijah are valued at more than $200,000. .

In 1961, claiming his continued asthmatic attacks made it necemry
: for him to leave Chicago, Elijah purchased a $24,000 swimming-pool equimd
residence in Phoenix, Arizona. He bad this house completely remodenod

L ) Al .
-ty .~ e

w | and moved there in October, while his wife continued to maintain the bome in
Chicago Wanting more pnetentions surroundings in Phoenix, B had

9 B
m 12- room residence built on adjoining property. into vhlch he ’
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Jamuary, 1064. This home and its furnishings are valued at approximately
$100,000. He retains the other Phoenix home as his office.

Though the headquarters of the NOI remain in Chicago, lujnh spends:
most of his time in Phoenix, where he is served by a chauffeur, cook, and
several female secretaries. Involvements between Elijah and several of his
young, unmarried secretaries have resulted in considerable embarrassing
publicity to this leader of a cult that claims to have raised the morals of its

members through its strong condemnation of adultery, fornication, lying,

stealing, smoking, et cetera.
In July, 1964, in Los Angeles, two of these former secretaries nlod

paternity suits naming Elijah as the father of their children. One of them
claimed Elijah had fathered her three children and the other claimed one child
by Elijah. In Chicago, in July, 1962, two other former lecretaries caused &

much publicized incident, when each of them left her baby on the front lawn of »"
lluah s residence. Each claimed that Elijah had fathered her child and demnded

tMt he continue support. 8ince 1937, several other young secretaries have

been similarly involved with Blijah and have borne his children. The situation e

has become 80 notorious that members of some of Elijah's temples jokingly
rdertnﬂuomoftheoccnpationalhazardsouerﬂngu a secretary to
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economic dependence upon him have had no choice but to ignore his actions. - :
They have been completely engaged in and supported by NOI activities o
throughout their lives. Most of them have held some leadership position in

the cult hierarchy and because of this have fared well economically--Elijah

has been generous in supplying all their wants. .

Until the defections of Elijah’s sons Wallace and Akbar, and his
gréndson‘ Hassa.nA Sharrieff, the NOI hierarchy had predominantly included
most members of Elijah's immediate family. 8till holding leade_rsblp positions
are his sons Herbert and Elijah, Jr , and his son-in-law Raymond Sharrieff.

Herbert, 36 years old, married, and having at least six children, '
has for years been considered head of public relations for the NOI and, as
"Muhammad Speaks' newspaper representative, he has travelled extensively.
Since 1962, he has made four trips to Africa, one trip to Cuba and Mexico,
and one trip to Jamaica. On each trip, he has attempted to impxbve the image
of his father's cult and gain éupport of persons abroad for the NOL Herbert,
like his father, has had an affair with an unmarried young woman who bore
him a child and with whom he is constantly having trouble concerning support
of this child.

LR B

@iieh Tr 4 voars old, married, with one sdrntad o
A b QT

sopintant supreme ceplain of the FOI and bes been ermnrlorsd vhihe fonniiy

békei and grocery in Chicago for years. Elijah, Jr. , failed to regishrg :
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acceptable for military service as he was a *marginal literate. " There are

| ropomthatheheads_ayoung"strong-armgroup"o(the!‘(linthc(!himgo

Temple, which has on several occasions assaulted and beaten NOI members
who were being disciplined.

Elijah's daughter Ethel Sharrieff, 41 years old, married to Raymond
Sharrieff, had three children by her first husband and two by Raymond. Sbe 18
diabetic and highly emotional. TFor several years, she had acted as supreme
captain of the Muslim Girls Training (MGT); but, according to her son Hassan,
she was temporarily suspended by Elijah because she broke cult rules by
eontinv.ing to contact Hassan after his defection.

xujah's other daughter, Lottie Fagan, 38 years old and his other
two sOnS, Emanuel, 44 years old, and Nathaniel, 40 years old, are still
considered Muslims though they are not at present in leadership positions.

Raymond Sharrieff, 46 ‘*zas ol4d, ed to big sonond wife, BEljsh's

HE
i H daughter Ethel, is the supreme captain. of the FOL. Raymond has been a Muslim

for many years, and he served abou? two apd 2 half vears in a Feders] nricon

disciplinarian of the WOL Elijal Gepon fn rnorc BaC OTe woun Hermeond, on

acts also as & trustee for the NOL
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The only nonfamily member among Elijah's national leaders s
John Simmons, known in the NOI as John Ali. He has been national secretary
of the NOI since May, 1960, and his duties consist mainly of fund gathering and
handling the NOT's financial dealings. He is 37 years old and is divorced. Be
has served in the United States Army, was employed as a part-time teacher,
worked as an accountant, and has been an NOI member since 1954. Elijah's
son and grandson, when they left the cult, advised that John Ali is an
opportunist who is in the cult only for the financial opportunities and status
he can maintain through cooperation with Elijah. Both claimed that he is
completely untrustworthy, has misappropriated cult funds, and is *loose
morally." |
B. Dissidents

Though troubles have erupted among members of the cult on many
occasions in the past, pone had publicly involved the solidarity of the national
hierarchy. Many people have wondered what caused the rash of defections
and expulsions of former icaders ¢f the cuit dﬁring the past yezr. & would
be difficult to state for certain, because it must be remembered that the

dissident former members and leadere who later loudly condemned Elijah

among his {op suppiriers ana recruiters.

But Elijah does have trouble in his "royal family." The first

-———

outward signs of a growing dissidence were revealed after Malcolm X made
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a statement on December 1, 1963, characterizing President John F. lennody‘i e

“
) ﬁ

assassination as an instance of "the chickens coming home to roost. " He hd
told a cheering NOI audience in New Yorkcuythatthhdidnotmakehimud. _
it made him glad. Elijah feared the publicity resulting from Malcolm's virulent
statements would present to a sorrowing Nation an image of his cult which
might lead to trouble for him. A few days later, therefore, he announced that,
because of Malcolm's statements, he would not be permitted to make further
public speeches. For a month, many furtive conferences were held between
Malcolm and members of Elijah's hierarchy. Differences became more pro-
nounced, and in early January, 1964, Elijah removed Malcolm as minister of
Temple No. 7, in New York City. Malcolm, on March 8, 1964, publicly
announced his complete break with Elijah and the NOL

On many previous occasions, Malcolm had gloated over disasters to

white people without incurring censure from Elijah for his remarks. ¥or

o eximple, on the occasion of the crash of an airliner in France killing 120

Georgia tourists, Malcolm spoke of the tragedy as "a beautiful thing that has

" happened." There are indications that Malcolm's remark made following the

President's assassination was not the real cause but rather the excuse for
¥liiah o expel Maleolm, who mmay have been acquiring an NOI stefure that

made Elijah ﬁealm and uncomfortable.

A :_« o




S ammaed v

-y

* \_-

- ~
-

Over the years, the public press had devoted more and nou
coverage to Malcolm because of his violent denouncements of white pooxh in
his many public appearances--in speeches throughout the country during
radio and television interviews, and in statements made to the press.

More and more importance was attributed to his position in the cult--many
articles reported that Malcolm overshadowed Elijah and was taking over the
cult from Elijah, who was ill. This caused much éoncern to Klijah and
members of his family. When Elijah was not able to appear at the annual
Muslim convention in Chicago on February 26, 1963, and his place was filled
by Malcolm, Elijah's family felt Malcolm was too 'bossy" and was "W
too much publicity for himself. Resentment and hostility wward Mzalcolm
rapidly increased among various_members of Elijah's family. |

About this time, Elijah's son Wallace, who had for a long time
been considered "heir apparent" to his father's position, was released from
a Federal prison where he had been serving time for his Belective Bervtce
violation. Though Wallace was on parole and could not engage publicly in
cult activities, it became obvious that his attitude toward his father and
other cult leaders had changed considerably from his preprison attitode.

Waliace, wa youls Ghi, aaaiiial Lo uis second wife, h&dm

. educated at the cult's school, the University of Islam No. &. Long regaréeyd
" a5 Elijah's favorite son, Wallace had acted as a cult minister-at-urge and

b4
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like other ministers had strongly supported all of his father's beliefs. In
April, 1960, he was sentenced to three years for failure to report for hocpltl.i ,
work as a conscientious objector. During the next three years, his father made -
unsuccessful court appeals to keep Wallace out of prison. Blijah claims to

have spent about $20, 000 in these court battles. On November 1, 1961, just

three days before entering prison, Wallace married his second wife.

According to Wallace, even before he entered prison he had experi-
enced doubts about some of his father's teachings which he had felt were in
opposition to orthodox Muslim teachings. Then, while serving his prison term,
be had time to reflecton a statement made by the judge who had sentenced him
concerning how he had been "dominated by his father." He claimed he also
wondered about his father's connection with Fard, who his father claimed was
Allah but who, in Fard's wﬁtings which Wallace had seen, had called himself
the '"Messenger of Allah."

Upon leaving prison in January, 1963, Wallace said he attempted to
clarify some of his doubts about his tather and his teachings. He talked to
other members of his family concerning his father's behavior but, he said,
because of their complete financial dependence on their father, they did nothing.

Thoveh Wellnce regulnrly attended NOX and FOI mestings in Ohlenoa,
gven teaching gsome classes at the University of Islam, he apparently stirred "

up much controversy concerning his father's activities, both nationally and J : %’,
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in the Chicago Temple. By January, 1964, word had reached Elijah ?“ :g; -
Wallace and Malcolm had talked together and with others concornin‘ lmdl‘a
relationship with his various secretaries and the misuse of cult M lly
Elijah and his hierarchy. For some time though, Elijah took no action against
his son.

Apparehtly, Elijah's grandson Hassan Sharrieff was one of the cult
members who were influenced by the swelling \mdercurrenf in Chiéano. M
during 1968 and until at least May, 1964, when he allied himself with Wallacs,
had regularly attended NOI meetings, acted as a lieutenant of the !‘OI.in 4
Muslim Mosque (MM) No. 2, and was manager of the MM ‘No. 2 clothing store.

In June, 1964, Hassan left no doubt concerning his feelings about
his grandfather and the NOI. He went to the Chicago Police on June 23
requesting protection for himself and his Uncle Wallace. He advised that,
at a meeting of the NOI in Chicago on June 21, both had been denounced u
*hypocrites' and expelled from the'culi for deviating from the teachings of
Elijah. Because of this, he felt certain they would be attacked, as Hassan
knew that other members had been disciplined by beatings delivered by the
Chicago Temple's goon squad. '
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. He also said, "I am not referring to any single individual's wrongdoings or

' corruption; 1am referring to Mr. Muhammad and his whole staff." Wallace

|
to the accusations against the Muslim hierarchy, telling the paper,

~; agreed

"Not only are they true, they are mild. "
Another son of Elijah, 25-year-old Akbar, was publicly denounced

as a "hypocrite" in the January 1, 1965, issue of vMuhammad Speaks. " Better

educated than other members of the family, Akbar graduated from a business

of 1961, has been attending a

school in Chicago in 1958 and,since the Fall
d a visit

university in Cairo, Egypt. Akbar's expulsion from the cult followe
nd wife and child made to this country during
while here, to denounce publicly

he and his Egyptian seco

November, 19684. Elijah had expected Akbar,
v Instead, Akbar told a New York

Wallace, Malcolm X, and other ""hypocrites.
as in Cairo his eyes had been opened. He said his

t pewspaper that while he W

. | father's "brand" of religion was "a bomemade one with its own tight rules and

regulations that tend to stifle any criticism of its leader.* Akbar and his

family shortly returned to Egypt.
Elijah indeed has had trouble in his “royal family™!
Further confusing the image of Elijah Muhammad and the NOI were
eok of Februrry, 1865, Following

o B I =+ ~% e
s $0 n elivean Moving the st w

Mzlcolm's open break with the NOI in March, 1964, he was outspoken in his ,q;g;
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opposition to Elijah. He formed two organizations, the Muslim w, ,

Incorporated, and the Organization of Afro-American Uhity, which ; .
claimed would better serve the Negro nationalists. Some NOI members
Jeft with Malcolm and became members of these new groups. During
several extended periods in 18964, Malcolm travelled in many of the African
countries. He returned, amid much publicity, to the United States late in
1964 and impressed many with his new image. He appeared to bave odtonod
his violent statements although he still openly condemned Klijah and his cult.

Early in 1965, Malcolm began a series of rallies in New York City.
On February 21, 1965, just as Malcolm began to speak to & gathering of about
400 Negroes, a disturbance sthrted and several men ran toward the front of
the meeting hall firing guns at Malcolm. He was slain instantly. Arrested,
and identified by at least one witness as Malcolm's assassins were several
Negroes who in the past had attended NOI functions.

This eventful last week of February, 1965, ended with Elijah's
dissident son Wallace making an appearance at the annual NOI convention at
Chicago to ask forgiveness for things he had said about his father and the NOL
Though, since his expulsion from the cult in June, 1964, Wallace had headed 2

ey : : - ¥ - oy O e R | T T 5 B e, & R LRy . o A 4 ¥
Gimpident grovp oplled he Alro-loo seerdant Upiiftment Boclaty, or the Uplift

Society, surprisingly Wallace was reaccepted into the NOI on the x‘égommenda-
p "~: :,ﬁ

| tion of his father. . 35; .
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As reported in the Chicago press on March 6, Hassan Sharrieff decided to
npeturn to the fold. " At a meeting with his grandfather, Hassan's plea for

reinstatement was accepted.
What the future holds for Elijah Muhammad and his organization

cannot be predicted. Among the dissidents, ﬁalcolm's following apparently

is being taken over by his half sister, Mrs. Ella Collins; and, while the Uplift
Society is now dormant, those who had followed Wallace cannot be pleased by
his decisions. The many accusations against Elijah by Malcolm, Wallace, and
Bassan will not quickly be forgotten. Feelings between present and former

NOI members continue to be strained.

ti

The first week of March brought another surprising development. 4, .
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V. ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE e

A. National Headquarters

Since 1934, when Elijah was forced to move from Detroit, the

national headquarters of the cult have been at Temple No. 2, in Chicl.go.

Muhammad's Temple No. 3 of the Holy Temples of 1slam or, u it il
sometimes called, Muhammad's Mosque No. 2, is located at 5335 aouth
Greenwood Avenue, and adjacent to it is the University of Islam No. &3,
at 5333 South Greenwood. In the basementsof these buildings are the offices
of the cult's National Secretary John Ali, Supreme Captain of the FOI Raymond
Shérrietf and his assistant, Elijah, Jr., and their secretaries. -M secre-
taries who handle incoming mail, filing, et cetera, are employed at Elijah's
long-time residence at 4847 South Woodlawn. Headquarters for the cult
newspaper, vMuhammad Speaks, ' are &t €34 East 79th Street. o

B. National Membership

Though the NOI has never published membership figures, estimztes

reported by the public news media have ranged from 2 low of 35,000 to a

high of 250, 000, =1l the pomber frequently put at 70,000. AJl of these

figures are groscly T C IR

After his defection, EliJah‘s grandson Hassan estimated the toul

o

Rt T :

o ership of the cult as 7,000; and this figure approximates the estimate
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made by the dissident, former NOI member from Boston Aubrey Barnette, h '
his article that appeared in ""The Saturday Evening Post, * or: February 27, 1965. '
According to the latest FBI information, these membership estimates are about |
3, 000 too high.

Corncerning the NOI's membership, Hassan said no one in the NOI
hierarchy had any positive idea of the actual number of members. As has been
known by the FBI for years, the ‘membership at any given time could only be
estimated, as there is a constant influx of new persons, which is balanced by
an egression of old members. New people begin attending meetings on a fairly
regular basis. They have their names entered in the "Book of Life, ' maintained

in Chicago, and obtain their X" names. But as new members enter into the

. cult's activities, many others at any given time are in various stages of disillu-

sionment--they fail to attend meetings regularly, fail to make the required

contributions, do not accept the temple leaders' discipline, and are soon com-

‘ pletely out of all the cult's activities.

Hassa.n_has said that approximately 100 new persons a month join the
Chicago Temple but that "members leave as fast as new ones join" and, therefore,
tor a number of years wae total member ship in Chicego has remained almost the
gsame. Several years ago g UL sudjei o Suie, Lplesiiing we s meeting €
Chicago Tempie, complained that during the 1961 annual Muslim convention
500 persén’f ngigned up" for membership but only five of them remained in the

temple.



C. Temples or Mosques %.“9&

Individual temples, or mosques, are Jocated in va.rm cu:h; ‘
throughout the United States, but all are under the complete dlcnllnc o
the national headquarters at Chicago. Elijah has designated altogether
$8 numbered temples, one of which has been inactive for several years.
The 37 active numbered temples are attended by about 4,300 of the total
of slightly over 5,000 members of the cult. Only six of these temples have
a membership of over 300 members each These six temples are located
in Chicago; Detroit; New York City; washington, D. C.; Philadelphia; and
Los Angeles Almost half of the NOI's total membership belong to these
six temples. 8ix other temples hai'e memberships of between 100 and 300,
and all the rest (25 mumbered temples) have less than 100 members each--
several having less than 20 members each.

About 750 NOI members attend the meetings of 31 unpumbered
NOI groups in various cities in the country. Many of these groups are led
by visiting ministers from nearhy temples, who frequently are sccompanied
by members from their own temples in an attempt to stimulate interest in

these neighboring cities. Meetings usually are held in small, rented rooms
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NUMBERED TEMPLES

DETROIT, MICH.
CHICAGO, ILL.
MILWAUKEE, VIS.
WASHINGTON, D. C.
CINCINNATI, OHIO
BALTIMORE, MD.
NEW YORK, N. Y.
SAN DIEGO, CALIF.
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO
ATLANTIC CITY, N. J.
BOSTON, MASS.
PHILADELPHIA, PA.
SPRINGFIELD, MASS.
HARTFORD, CORIN.
LAY A G
GRAKD RAPIDS, Wil
JOLIET, ILL.
CLEVELARD, OHIO
DAYTON, OHIO
CANDENX, X. J.
JERSEY CITY,N. J.
PITTSBURGH, PA.
BUFFALO, N. Y.
RICHMOND, VA.

R NRNREESE

NEVARK, N. J.

SAINT LOUIS, MO.
MAMI, FLA.
KANSAS CITY, ¥O.
S$OUTH BEND, IND.
PHOENIX, ARIZ.
GARY, IND.
DURHAN, N. C.
WILMINGTON, DEL.
CHARLOTTE, N. C.
AKRON, OHIO

Do oELS, B
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BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
BRIDGEPORT, CONN.
JACKSONVILLE, FLA.
PENSACOLA, FLA.
EAST CHICAGO, IND.
EVANSVILLE, ¢D.
BIDIANAPOLIS, IND.

e
B AN ~

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.
L.OS ANGELES, CALIF.

Y

LOUISVILLE, KY.
NEW ORLEANS, LA.
MONROE, LA.

FLINT, MICH.

MUSKEGON, MICH.
SAGINAW, MICH.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.
PATERSON, N. J.
TRENTON, N. J.
PROVIDENCE, R. L.
ORANGEBURG, §. C.
MEMPHIS, TENN.
NASHVILLE, TENN.
SALLAS, TEXAS
BOUSTON, TEXAS
LYNCHBURG, VA.
MARTINSVILLE, VA.
NEWPORT NEWS, VA.
NORFOLK, VA.
NORFOLK-BERKLEY, VA.
PORTSMOUTH, VA.
SEATTLE, WASH.
RACIE, WIS,
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of these unnumbered groups show that only four groups have over 50 persons
regularly attending. All of the 27 other groups have less than 35 members etcll,
with many having less than 10.

Most temples are located in the heart of the lower economic.or
deteriorating Negro neighborhoods. Except for the larger temples, very few
are owned by the NOI and most aré rented halls which are frequently on the second

floor over a store or some other commercial establishment. The notable

.exceptions are in Chicago, the national headquarters, and in Washington, D. C.,

where the only NOI-built temple is located.
It is interesting to note that half of the total Negro population of the

| United States (as of the 1960 census) reside in the 11 Southern States which made

up the Confederate States of the Civil War period. Yet, in this area, the NOI

has only six temples and 17 small, unnumbered groups having a membership of
only about 600 out of the total cult membership of approximately §, 000. Obviously,
the NOI has made no great impression on the Southern Negro.

D. Temple Officers

The highest authority in an individual temple is the minister. He is

. T

inted by Elijah and remaing in authorily onlv os long fe Biljal belicves
& d
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and exhorts his group of Elijah's followers to contribute to the many collectiom
taken for the-support of the local temple and its officers and the national org-anlu-

tion.
-31-
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In the larger, established temples, the minister devotes his ﬂll
time to NOI activity and receives his entire support from donations made by
the members of his temple. Usually, his home or rented residence, his uto, :
and all personal necessitieé for himself and his family are paid for by the
various funds collected at his temple. Those ministers in smaller temples
with few regular members frequently must obtain some outside employment
to supplement the assistance they receive from the temple. Nearly all |
ministers do considerable travelling. ‘They make guest appearénces at other
temples to conduct meetings, or they lead delegations from their temples to
attend social affairs and rallies at other temples. |

The most articulate and widely known minister, until his expullion
last year, was Malcolm X Little, of MM No. 7, in New York City. As chief
spokesman and travelling representative of Elijah Muhammad and the NOI
for nearly ten years, he had made numerous publi.c appearan'ceslin lectures
and debates before college forums, on radio and television, and through
interviews given to the public press. A tall, well-dressed, 28-year-old
former convict, he freely admitted having been a dope addict, numbers runner,

and burglar before becoming vrehabilitated" by Eiijah Muhammad. S8ince his

. . b N m g e mg%”,a.
u»éimumxu\., WEL whats e i h i s BT o) ;-c.«vw, FISUSEEPIRD PR DT I T e PETBONTS ',5'

had ‘been {nstrumental in the recruitment of many of the present rmnistera.:
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1n examining the background, education, and personalities of the L
nine most publicized and active ministers (including those from the six leading '
temples), one notes a distinct difference in the type of minister activi prior

to Malcolm's rise to prominence and the type which joined the cult after 1953

~ | and rose to power, influenced and assisted by Malcolm.
|

Four of the nine ministers had been members of the NOI prior to
1953. Three of these became Muslims in the early 1940's, and each served a

prison term for refusal to register for the Army draft. Each hadbeena

" suslim for years before attaining the status of minister. The fourth of these

ministers was Malcolm's brother Wilfred, who, though a member of the NOI

~ prior to 1853, had not yet risen to a leadership position. He had earlier been

rejected for military service because of low mentality. Only one of these four

~ leader al g ‘goup of calypso singers- The former college proiessor had

 ministers, whose average age is 43, completed high school.

The remaining five of the rilne leading ministers joined the NOI after
Haicolm had become a leading official in the cult. All five had been either
influenced by Malcolm to join tie cuit or had received his assistance in their
rather rapid rise to leadership positions. All had a high school or college |

education, one being a Ph. D. and former college professor. These younger

3 DRI E L T
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Two of these five men were former entertainers, one a comic and one the
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been first a member of the Socialist Workers Party, and
member of a group of dissidents who broke off to formthe Workers Wor\d
Party. Finally, after contacts with Malcolm, he allied himself with the Muslims.
As might be expected, the many Muslim ministers, with varied back- |
grounds, education, ard experience, and with very little control over them
from national headquarters, use a variety of techniques in maintaining the
interest of their members and in their appeals for new Muslims. It could
be said the ministers' style of preaching is & blend of the revival preaehor :
and the ward- heeling politician They deliver their messages sometimes h
a calm voice with unctuous earnesiness .and sometimes with rash and mcmu
statements' startling their listeners. Anything goés, as long a.s it holds the -
jnterest of the present followers of Elijah, gains new converts td the cult,
and keeps the donations coming into the temples' many funds.
Below the ministeT, the next highest authority in an individual
icmple is the captain of the FOI, the group within the NOI composed of the
adult male members. Though answerable to the minister, the captain i8
responsible for discipline in the temple and is the leader of the temple's

T the Torory tamples. the captain ¢requently receives financial support

and is furnished an automobile irom Lhe GOl e ST TIPS LRSI

lre usually aggressive, domineering men who relish the opporhmity \&o bbmmand

———

the members. They maintain strict military-type discipline over the tempie
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Louis X (Walcott) John Shabazz (Morris) ‘

Jeremiah X (Pugh) g gt
es

Philadelphia . Boston

Bernard X (Cushmere) Lonnie 3X (Cross) . Isaiah Karriem (Edwards)
8an Francisco Washington, D. C. Baltimore

pot
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James $X (McGregor) James 3X (Anderson)
Newark, Jersey City, Chicago
~ New York o e

P X

Wilfred X (Little) T
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The minister and captain are the important officials in each temple,
but frequently there are conflicts of authority between» them. This became of
sufficient concern to the national hierarchy that during 1962 Elijah ordered that
Supreme Captain of the FOI Raymond Sharrieff maintain closer control over the !’Ol
captains. Previously. the minister could appoint or remove his captain without
consulting national headquarters.

Trouble between the terhple officers leads to the development of factions
in the temple. Some members support one and some the other leader to obtain
favored treatment. Those members suffering most usually just drop out of the
temple, but occasionally they form a dissident group and complain to the
nntionil officers. As a result, a national officer usually comes to the temple,
questions the members, and decidés what action is to be taken. Sometimes the
dissident members are expelled or, when the official believes the continuance
' of the temple is endangered, one or the other offending temple officer is trans-
ferred to another city.

Other, lesser officials in the individual temples are appointed by o
minister according to lﬁs need for assistance in conducting the activities of the

temple. The female NOI me mbers are headed by one of their number who is

BUUE S IR DT S ST 7t F el T TNV o bode D R T i LR R AR &
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many lieutenants assisting them as are needed, according to the sizg o the

‘membership. Here again, there is no standardization in number of otﬁcers ”

o
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ridiculous situations at times.
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FRUIT OF ISLAM

#

Elijjah Muhammad (1) Arriving at Airport in New York and Guarded
by Supreme Captain Sharrieff (2) and FOI Men
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officials, these vigordus young men impart a crisply efficient tone to the meeﬂncl
of the organization. They impress nonmembers of the Negro communities vith._
the massed and ready power of the Muslim organization and the accomplishments
they have achieved through faith in Elijah's teachings. But the FOI has other
functions. .

Besides the protection of officers and property of the cult, the FOI
enforces compliance with the many cult rules imposed on all members.
Probably most important of these many rules is that every Muslim must sell
the NOI newspaper, "Muhammad Speaks. " The FOI sees to it that the memt.beu
fultill their obligation to sell the paper. To discipline those members break_iné
the ruvles, as well as nonmembers who cause trouble for the cult, goon squads
have been organized in some of the temples. These small groups of selected
men, frequently led by former professional boxers, well-trained in karate and
M, have been emplbyed to threaten or, on occasions, to brutally assault
other Negroes. Charts have been used to show vulnerable spots on the human
body, and instructors demonstrate the lethal blows that can be used. One
instructor advised members of his group to "obtain salt brine" and soak their
hmnds in it to toughen them encugh o bres’ -~ ool

. The FOI is deadly serious. In one temple preparing for a visit !rom

Elijah, ﬂ;e captaxn told the FOI to "be more like soldiers" and not to be sm!l!u
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all the time. He said, +] want you to look like killers. We are not bcrc ,,,

to play. We will protect the Messenger at all costs. "
ples, the FOI i8 broken down into geveral groups.

old, about six feet tall, with good physiques,

In most large tem

One consists of men 18 to 25 years

and in excellent health. These men, smooth-shaven and with close-cropped

o hair, and neatly attired in dark suits, act as bonor guard at all public events.

Young men 16 to 18 years of age and men over 25 years are gen_ermy

placed in other groups. Most temples also have a junior FOI composed of

A T R
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boys up to 16 years of age who are trained for eventually joining the senjor

groups.
¥. Muslim Girls Training (MGT)
y-type organization of the FOl is the NOI‘i

Similar to the militar

female counterpart called the Muslim Girls Training (MGT), sometimes

) referred to by the femal

by its captain and g5 many Lewtenal (5 &5 Are nHecesBaIy, this group engages

in the many activities Elijah believes necessary for his female followers.

aking, hygienics, calisthenics, and other subjects,
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They have classes in homem
wigleow wnt s mrertish leanguage. They are constantly

ot

i GcABE, ey ausl wear h;% i z08e- fitting

nrzedtobe“pm»whj Gresssd]
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dreues or white robes, flat shoes, and no lipstick and cover their heads with

a white shawl-type beaddress. They are expeCted to purchase their ;pparel
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ed" Sisters of NOI '

"Pproperly Dress

“I .

ah's Daughter Ethel Sharrieff
Instructs the Sisters
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at the cult's Chicago clothing store, at prices usually higher than at other m
In all its activities, the MGT is under the same strict discipline from its
superior officer as is the FOL And, like the POL, it has a junior MGT of girls
under the age of 16. ' -

G. Schools
Two schools are presently being operated for NOI children, the

University of Islam No. 1, in Detroit, and the University of Islam No. 2, in
Chicago. Actually, peither is a university. The one in Detroit is attended by
about 125 students in grades one through nine, and the one in Chicago has about
500 students and includes high school subjects. Few stay to graduate. The
University of Islam No. 2 graduated in February, 1964 only four from high
school and seventeen from the eighth grade.

Christine X Johnson, director of the Chicago school; saidina
receni {ssue of "Muhammad Speaks' that the purpose of the NOI schools is,
besides teaching the regular academic subjects, educating "the children of
Muslims in the knowledge of self, through the history of black men from
ancient times to the present. " She described how the schools turn their boys
and girls "into self-respecting, intelligent, well-mannered, disciplined
citizens. ™

While this geems commendable, those inside tbe'movemc::as Lk m'w th@

real purpose is to indoctrinate the students with Elijah's teaching while keepug
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them ignorant of American history and government and out of contact

with the "white devil'' children. It is known that NOI schools have mlny

problems of discipline, many students being suspended and othcudm

out because of pregnancy.

The Chicago and Detroit schools have operated since the middle
1930's, but over the years they have not been without their problems with
education and he#lth officials. During 1963, the Ilinois Legislature
considered a bill concerning control of certain schools, specifically aimed
at control of the Muslim school; but.although it passed the senate, it failed

~ to get through the house.

Other temples, on occasions, have attempted to start schools
but to date have been unsuccessful. Several temples do operate one-day-a-
week classes for NOI children, and others have some form of an adult
education program.

For several yearé after 1958, there were numerous requests and»
much publicity regarding donations for a proposed large NOI educational
center in Chicago. .Though Chicago authorities blocked this building
program several years ago, Elijah has recently inaugurated a new program

for an educationzl center in Chicago He says this center will be "aot for

Muslims exclusively,

-
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appealing to all "so-called American Negroes" to contribute to the MM No. 8
educational fund. Elijah feels this center would assure the "'so-called Nogrou"

of his desire to give them ""knowledge of self."”
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- are abandoned and new activities are then stressed.

Vl. RESOURCES | i

A. Sources of Income

*The prime source of funds for pational obugations come from the
Muslims' charity, " National Secretary John Ali frequently reminds the members
in letters to the NOI temples throughout the country. "ibxslims' charity"
certainly begins at home, for John Ali, soliciting cult funds, demands thlt
members "should forget their rent, bills, wives and children, as when the
Nation needs money you must give." Charity actually unplies need, mﬂ_
benevolence and good will to the poor and suffering. But, if "llusum cha.ritr'
reaches the poor and needy, Elijah Muhammad must exercise the benevoleneo,
for he controls all the resources of the cult and cannot, himself, be said to
be suffering from lack of material things. |

Other revenue to support nthe Nation" is raised by members at
bazaars, rallies,ad dinners arranged by the various temples, through sales
of the cult newspaper, and from the profits ofAbusinesses operated by some
of the temples. .

It is significant that every activity of the NOI is keyed to the

~raising of money. Those activities which do not produce the desired profit
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e 43 R
o v, . ceT e Mg s Tt . ‘

. R PSS L
. . ! ’ . o -



e T

b st 4 o

———— - —— - .o

“

butions to numerous spec
four of these funds is sent directly to Chic

Though the needs of the
funds required, the following hav
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- 1. Funds
Every member of the NOI is required to

ial funds collected in each temple.
ago for use of the national organization:

Money collecied in'

The prime charity of the cult, for the

No. 2 Poor Treasury Fund--
ah to support his family.

personal use of Elij

Fund--For the expenses of the national organization

Central Point
' alaries of various ministers.

and to assist in paying the 8

National Security Fund--For the defense of Muslims involved in
trouble with the law.

a gift which is presented to Elijah at the

Savior's Day Fund--For
ebruary 26 of each year.

Muslim convention held about F
Each member is requested to give from $100 to $125 in

bonor of the NOI founder. W. D. Fard, whose birth date
Elijah claims was February 26, 1877.

Other funds are used for the expenses of the individual temples.
particular temple determine the number of special

e been customary in various temples:

Administration Fund--For salary and expenses of the temple minister.

Rent or Mortgage Fund- - For payment of temple rent or mortgage

payments.

General Treasury Fund--For general expenses of the temple.
8chool Fund--For Qg}emti.rm-oi achool or gpecial classes at the temple.

_ Transportation ¥und--For operation of autos used by temple ofﬁce;r'sl;f/

T
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In addition to these regularly used funds, special eollocttou ?

frequently taken for specific incidental purposes. For example, vhu ELL
attends an NOI rally put on by a certain temple, the members mdly -Bt .
provide exira funds to cover his expenses. Often, when a temple officer

needs a new car or some extra item, the membérs must make additional
contributions.

The contributions demanded from members vary in individual temples
from about $6 to $13. 50 per week. Of course, not all members can meet the.e
demands and this is a frequent cause for ridicule of or disciphnﬁ action
against the delinquent member. |

NOI rules, which ministers constantly stress to members, include
fasting on certain occasions, reduction of regular meals to one a day, and
the nonuse of tobacco, liquor, and drugs. Ostensibly, these rules are for ' |
improving members' health, but one wonders if there aléo may.be an economic
reason behind these regulations made by Elijah. In their constant requests
for contributions, ministers remind the members that Muslims who eat
only one meal a day save $730 per year more than Christians who eat three
meals a day; that, by following the rules against smoking and the use of |

liguor, they can save additional hundreds of dollars a year; and thet  therefore,

lt should be no hardship for them to make their weekly duty contrﬂmtiana

or their annual Savior's Day gifts.



2. Cult Newspaper

While serving as their main prOpaganda organ, the cult's weekly
pewspaper, "Muhammad Speaks, "' is another money-making enterprise. FOI
captains regularly emphasize to members that "the number-one program is
selling the newspaper. v Though the number to be sold varies in individual
temples, each FOI member is required to purchase and resell from 50 to 300
copies of each issue of the paper. Contests are held by the various temples.
Teams are made up to cover certain areas of each city and prizes are awarded
to top salesmen. A winning team of two young salesmen of one temple sold
1, 800 copies of a particular edition. Currently, the paper is running a
nationwide contest in which the winner, who weirculates' the most cult papers
before June 30, 1965, is promised a new 1965 automobile.

Sales by the NOI's unpaid "newsboys'' plus income from advertising
net the cult approximately $30, 000 from each weekly edition of "Muhammad

8. NOI Businesses

Most of the larger temples of the cult operate restaurants, grocéry
or meat stores, clothing stores, Or service-type enterprises; and, in nearly
21l other areas where the cult is active, many additional businesses are owned

and operated by cult members. Because these businessmen derive most o{

their income from gales to other cult mermbers, they buy advertising spacg ;



{n the NOI paper. Then, reaping double henefits, the cult demands llaqble

contributions from these business owners.

Elijah constantly preaches that his followers should trade oaly -

with other Muslims and stresses the importance he places on Muslims’

developing their own business enterprises completely separate from the

$ white society.
" ; Despite Elijah's emphasis on members’ operating their own
- i businesses, the cult's many rules restricting its members make the
: E successful operation of a business very difficult. The member who owns
i a business, just as any other member, is required to attend cult meetings |

several nights a week and on weekends and is expected to sell his quota

of the cult newspaper. For a cult member whose establishment should

gtay open evenings and weekends, these requirements cause him a loss

of income. Additionally, many of the businessman's customers are

~o e
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cult members who frequently buy on credit. This further restricts

the businessman's income because, a5 mentioned earlier, members

are advised to pay their cult dues before paying their bills.
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4. Public Activities--Bazaars and Rallies

Other favorite fund-raising activities of the NOI are rallies and °
bazaars held by the various temples during the year.

Amid much publicity, bazaars are supposed "to focus public attention
on the economic potential of the Negro community by displaying the wares,
products, and services of Negro businessmen.” Some form of musical entertain-
ment i8 provided, and the Muslim minister and some Negro celebrity usually
appear as speakers. Of course, admission is charged, and refreshments ad
craftwork are sold. Heavyweight boxing champion Cassius Clay, known in the
cult 28 Muhammad Ali, is a great drawing card for the NOI and has appeared at |

_ bazaars in New York, Boston, and other cities.

. Individual temples also hold rallies at which Elijah or some other
member of the national hierarchy usually delivers the main speech. Busloads
of cult members from nearby temples attend these rallies, and visiting
ministers precede the main speaker to "‘warm up" the crowd wath praise of
Elijah. Collections are taken from those in attendance, and frequently the |

host temple arranges a dinner where those in attendance may purchase meals

tollowing the rally.

The most important public rally of the cult is the anmal waveﬂtm,n,,
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Chicago Coliseum. As at all Muslim rallies, after passing throu;blb
searching procedure, the visitor enterirg the hall was met by Muslim ‘.*
guards holding out buckets for contributiom Elijah appeared and ‘poh

on only two afternoons, the 26th and the 28th. On Saturday afternoon, the
27th, a Unity Bazaar was held. This is a regular event pf each annual
convention, but for this bazaar there was featured a special boxing
exhibition by Cassius Clay. "Muhammad Speaks" had announced that
tickets would be on sale at cult business places for "donations' ranging
from $10 for ringside to $1. 50 for third-balcony seats. Clay's scheduled ;

second exhibition that day was cancelled for an updisclosed reason.

-

Frequently, these Muslim bazaars fall short of the claims set forth for

. -

them in advance press notices.
On the last afternoon, the 28th, Elijah- spoke before about 38, 000 in

the hall which could hold 7, 500. Because of Malcolm's assassination a few

- days earlier, violence was expected, and one former Muslim was beaten and
forcibly ejected just before Elijah was to speak.' The United Press has
reported that Elijah's rambling speech lasted over three hours and that
“even same of his devoted followers were leaving the Chicago Coliseum as he
droned his way through the last bour. ' Concerning the contents of Eli}ah'

. gpeech, the United Press reported that it "ranged from economics to moon

m from Islam to short skirts on women, and from the threat o(
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to men on Mars. He confided that ' Allah takes pictures of people on Mars. °

They're tall and skinny, they're about seven to nine feet tall, not l_ntelligm X 4

as we are.'" The 1965 convention was no glowing success. Attendance at all
functions was considerably less than at previous conventions.
B. Wealth

As previously mentioned, all NOI funds and property are under the
complete confrol of Elijah Muhammad. Although most real estate is owned in
the names of various temples, members of Elijah's family, 6r the Progressive
Land Developers, Incorporated, Elijah, as the '"Messenger of Allah" and
abeolute ruler of the NOI, makes or approves all decisions involving the
financial policies and holdings of the entire cult.

In recent years, Elijah apparently obtained professional aid to protect
_his real-estate holdings. The Progressive Land Developers, Incorporated, was
organized in January, 1863, "to own, operate, manage and maintain, subdivide
and otherwice develop and promote real-estate business. " Officers of this .
company are FOI Captam Raymond Sharrieff, MM No. 2 Minister James 3X
Anderson, and John Hassan--Raymond gharrieff's cousin and an old-time member
who has no authority but whose name is frequently utilized in the cult's financial

transactiom The title to many of the recent real-esfate acquisitions of the_.mﬁt =

has been held in this corporation’'s name.
x—ﬁ}
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For many years, the NOI transacted all of its business in e.u,
but, since late 1961, the national organization and several of the maﬁm
temples have utilized banking facilities. Claiming to bea neligwnl M
the national organization opened corporate accounts, both checking and
savings, in the name of "Muhammad's Temple No. 2 of the Holy Temples
of Islam.' During the 26 months prior to August, 1964, nearly §1, 7§0,000
passed through these accounts.

The Chicago Temple also utilizes individual savings aceounta
for each of the various funds to which members of MM No. 2 donate money -
for temple expenses. Many other temples also maintain savings accounts in
their home cities for temple funds. |

Elijah and his wife, Clara Muhammad, have personal accounts in
banks in Chicago and Phoenix. Rumors have circulated that Elijah and his
wife have also secretly deposited funds in foreign banking institutions.
Foreign deposits could have been made by Elijah's wife and some of his
sons who in recent years have made numerous trips outside the country;

however, there are 8o many ways by which funds could be sent out of the

country secretly that it would be virtually impcssible to prove this allegation.

- C. 'Muhammad's 3-Year Ecoromic Savings Plan"

Many persons over the past few years have credited the Bhek

.,G,»
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N "'fir
llusllms with helping American Negroes to better themselves through
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various NOI programs. One of these programs which thé NOI has proudly
advertised in its newspaper and by signs on public transportation vehicles
is '"Muhammad's 3-Year Economic Plan.' This so-called self-help savings
plan deserves close examination.

Elijah Muhammad began laying the groundwork for his new savings
bank program in two articles on economics which appeared in the July 3 and
17, 1964, issues of "Muhammad Speaks." In these articles, Elijah renewed
his often - repeated claims that ""the white man's time is growing shorter”
and that "Christianity has never been able to produce the right leadership for
our people--and never will. " He again berated the 'black man in America”
as "a péople who do not want to accept their own responsibility, ' who are |
"begging and praying to the white manto accept you." Elijah complained that
it is difficult to plan an economic system for a people who are subject to the
whim of another people. You are limited in your jobs, salaries and income
by the white man. But you can still learn not to be reckless and wasteful
spehders. "

Elijah advised his readers, '"You can save hundreds of millions of
dollars--even billions--if you would accept the right economic program and
stop using things which destroy your health, such as tobacco, which doctors

warn us can cause cancer. X-rays are known also to be dangerous and produce
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cancer. ... Scientists now warn you against gazing into TV sets for any
long length of time, because this can produce cancer in the body. '

Elijah warned, "The only salvation for you and me now is in unity
and being under the guidance of Allah through his Messenger and His program
for us all....Our problem is to be solved by a divine solution of Allah's
Messenger. Follow me and live. Reject me and die as people without
the help of God and friend. "

The first public announcement of Elijah's "'divine solution" appeared
in the August 28, 1964, issue of the cult paper. Large headlines proclaimed,
*Muhammad Calls for--3-Year Savings Plan for Negro." The article by
Elijah contained the following excerpts: -

T appeal to all Muslims, and to all the members

of the original Black Nation in America, to sacrifice
at least 5 cents from each day's work to create an
'Economic Savings Program' to help fight unemploy-
ment, abominable housing, hunger, and nakedness

of the 22 million Black People here in America who
continue to face these problems."

“Send your 25 cents every week to Muhammad's
Mosque No. 2--Chicago, Dlinois. This 25 cents
will be banked until we have a million dollars to
begin building a banking system. "

"Let the entire nation sacrifice..."
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"As soon as we have enough finance in our bank to
purchase farm lands sufficient to feed the 22 million
black people, we will build storage warehouses to
store our produce for the necessities of life for

our people. " '

"Please respond and help yourself. Each and everyone
of you will be sent a receipt which will be recorded

in our books for the Muslims' Three-Year Economic
Program for the Black Nation in America. You will
be receipted for every penny you sent to this office,
which you will keep as your record. "

v] await your response. "
The next issue of "Muhammad Speaks'' contained another article by

Elijah in which he claimed great progress with the ""3-Year Savings Plan. "
Following are excerpts from this September 11, 1964, issue:

"This plan has been accepted by both Muslims and non-

Muslims. . . . Let us continue this most essential work:

give all we can and stop buying that which we can do without.

"I am asking that we (the whole nation) sacrifice for

the next three years, and when we get enough in our
bank we will put it to work to make more money.... "

'"We would like to raise at least $500, 000, 000 in the
next three years. If all would contribute willingly
and honestly all that they could to this economic plan
....we would soon have billions...."
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“There are millions of your dollars lying in the
white man's banks, doing nothing for anyone.... "

"] am appealing to you--each and every one of the

22 million black people of America--to send every
penny, nickel, dime, dollar, hundreds of dollars,
thousands of dollars, and millions of dollars that

you can spare to this '"Three-Year Economic Plan;’
MUHAMMAD'S MOSQUE NO. 2--5333 South Greenwood
Ave. --Chicago, Nlinois 60615. "

" . When our mark of one million dollars is accomplished,
we are going to build a national reserve bank for the
black people of America."

To the casual observer, this program may appear plausible. But usinga
little arithmetic, we find that before Elijah Muhammad could accomplish his goal of
$1, 000, 000 to open the national reserve bank, he would need considerable help {rom
non- Muslim Negroes. For, it every one of his known active followers faithfully
contributed the 25 cents per week which Elijah has requested, it would take over
15 years, or well into 1980, to collect that amount.

Even more unlikely of accomplishrﬁent is his proposal to raise
$500, 000, 000 in the next three years. 'Ito reach this goal, well over 12 million
persons would have to contribute 25 cents every week for the next three years.

Could it be that a friend of the NOI applied some arithmetic to Elijah’s

divine solution' and pointed out its inconsistencies? At any rate, there appeared
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in the September 25, 1964, issue of "Muhammad Speaks' a coupon to be clipped,
signed, and mailed to the Chicago headquarters of the "3-Year Economic Plan."

In fine print was the pledge:

"I am going to enclose 50¢ with this coupon, and every
coupon hereafter that is printed in this Newspaper. .. "

Soon issues of the paper contained more than one coupon. The
November 20 issue had five. Perhaps it was felt that if ""every coupon' was

forwarded to Chicago, Elijah's proposed bank could be started earlier than 1980.

D. Educational Center

Elijah Muhammad apparently desires to initiate programs frequently
to show his earnestness in aiding the '"so-called Negroes' in America. With
his "3-Year Economic Plan" under way, he has renewed an earlier plan for an
NOI educational center to be built in Chicago.

This earlier proposed center was announced in 1958. In the following
two years, Elijah's constant appeal for contributions began with $3, 500, 000
and grew to $20,000, 000. Though land was purchased in Chicago, it was
condemned later for city use by the Chicago Park District, and the NOI was
compensated for its return. Whatever funds were collected in this two-year
drive never have been publicly accounted for.

Now, Elijah has revived his drive for a new educational center. In

January, 1964, the cult newspaper began the campaign with articles and drawings
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regarding the proposed center. The plans are even more extravagant than the
earlier ones; however, this time Elijah does not set a figure for the amount
he needs before beginning the project. Each issue of the paper requests "all
so-called Negroes" to "send your contributions today to: Muhammad's

Mosque No. 2 Educational Fund. "
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VI. RECRUITMENT AND MEMBERSHIP PROCEDURES

A. Recruitment

The most successful recruiter for the Black Muslims over the past
few years had been Malcolm X. Due to the rising interest in the Negro rights
movement, Malcolm's outspoken attacks on white society, widely publicized
in the press, aroused the curiosity of many American Negroes. These people,
therefore, were in a receptive mood when approached by Muslim recruiters
“fishing" for 'lost-founds” to vcome to Muhammad's temple and hear our
minister tell you of our program for the so-called Negro. "

All temples require their FOI men to "fish' throughout Negro areas
prior to the Sunday, public.NOI meetings. Frequently, this is done in areas
where Negro Christian churches hold their services. FOI men, while hawking
the cult newspaper, also urge Negroes to visit open temple meetings. But
strict rules forbid these recruiters, or any rank-and-file Muslim, to engage
in discussion of NOI teachings with non-Muslims. Only NOI ministers and
national officers trained to promote Elijah's version of Islam are perniitted
to teach the "lost-founds. "

During the Spring of 1964, the FOI captain of one of the leading NOI
temples discussed "fishing" procedures which he said Elijah wanted followed.

He said Elijah was interested in the "trashy' or indigent-type Negro rather
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than the "elite' or '"snooty'' ones. According to this captain, Elijah was
interested in dope addicts, prostitutes, thieves, gamblers, and drunkards.
His technique apparently is to offer to society's black rejects the organiza-

tional apparatus of the NOL Believing these social outcasts will be shunned

by other Negro leaders, Elijah hopes to impress upon them that he is interested

in their rehabilitation. After considerable experience, Elijah knows the
unintelligent Negro is more apt to follow cult teachings .

To date, Elijah has had little success in recruiting educated
Negroes, whom he calls “white folks loving" Negroes. He expressed his
feelings toward them at an NOI rally in Detroit in May, 1964. He said,
"College people think their education will save them. Negroes are ignorant
even though they attended college because they do not have a knowledge of
themselves. They will be destroyed because of their ignorance and
stubbornness. "'

Cult ministers and other leaders recognize that the constant
turnover in membership requires constant recruiting efforts. One extreme
measure used in Chicago over the past few years has been the cult's effort
to interest various Negro youth street gangs in NOI membership. NOI
recruiters, taking advantage of a gang member's penchant for militancy, -
approach a youth and remind him that the NOI basically is fighting for the

same objective as the gang, that is, Negro supremacy, and, whereas the
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gang is small, the NOI is great and would welcome these youths. As additional

enticement, recruiters promise the gang member he will receive judo and |
karate training as a member of the cult. Chicago Welfare authorities, who have
closely followed this recruitment activity, report the Muslims have had no
apparent success. Gang members, when introduced to the religious aspects of
the cult and the discipline demanded of members, after only a few meetings
lose interest in the NOI.

The cult newspaper, "Muhammad Speaks, " and Elijah's exploitation
of famous Negro athletes are other approaches to recruitment which will be
discussed later in this monograph.

B. Membership Procedures

The "lost-found'' Negro who has been "steered' into the temple by
NOI recruiters is met there by a well- dressed, polite FOI guard who takes the
visitor's name. The guard explains to the visitor that before entering the meeting
room he must be searched. Following a frisking, the visitor is seated near the
front of the hall, facing the minister. Much of the minister's meséage is
directed to him and his fellow visitors. Guests are always pressed to return
to the next meeting.

After the initial visit by a 'lost-found, ' the follow-up methods of the
various temples may be slightly different. However, all temples continually

urge nonmembers to "‘unite with your own kind. " Those who express a desire
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to learn more of the NOI are considered "registrants. " They receive a
certain amount of instruction and are furnished a letter which they must

copy in their own handwriting and send to Elijah Muhammad's.Chicago .
address. This letter is the sender's application for membership and d

closes with the statement: "I desire to reclaim my own. Please give

me my original name. My slave name is..."

Usually, the registrant must wait several weeks before receiving
an answer from Chicago. I he made no error on his application, he is
notified he has been accepted for membership and his name entered in the
"Book of Life."

1t is explained to the registrant that the "'so-called Negro, "
during the centuries he was in slavery, lost his original name and was given
his master's surname. When the registrant becomes an NOI member, his
nglave" name is dropped and he is given an X (meaning unknown) until his
wrue" name is given back to him. When entered in the '"Book of Life, "
the first James was James X, the second, James 2X; and so forth.
Members with a common given name are now being given '"X'' names in

high numbers, such as James 78X, John 57X, and Charles 37X.

But how he receives his ""true'’ name, if ever, is somewhat of a
mystery to even the NOI member. Hassan Sharrieff, in his letter of

resignation from the NOI, denounced his grandiather Elijah and complained
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about his flagrant injustice with regard to assigning "true, " or original, names

to his followers. Elijah never did favor certain old faithfuls with any but an

wx" name, Hassan said and added his observation that these slighted Muslims

were those who achieved no material gain or fame in Elijah's eyes. Although

Hassan recalled that Elijah had said he could not give out these names, that it

was up to Allah, he noted that Elijah's favorites, such as his personal secretaries,

National Secretary John Simmons (John Ali), and Cassius Clay (Muhammad Ali),

the heavyweight boxing champion,‘ received their "true'' names quite early.

Clay learned of his while he was listening to a radio broadcast. He commented,

"] am honored. "
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vill. PUBLICITY

Elijah Muhammad fully understands that wide publicity is extremely
necessary for the continuation of the NOL Though he and his ministers
appear before the public frequently to promote NOI teachings--on radio and
television, at rallies and {easts, and at the annual conventions--Elijah has
long felt the written word could reach "so-called Negroes' who would not
attend public functions. Also, he has not overlooked the fact that this method
of spreading his "message of Truth" brings in considerable revenue.

A. Publications .

Beginning in early 13856, Elijah arranged for a column, under his
by-line, entitled ""Mr. Muhammad Speaks'' to appéar regularly in the weekly
Negro newspaper, the Pittsburgh “Courier." Immediately, selling papers
became one of the most important of the cult's programs. In temples
throughout the country, NOI members were given quotas for the number
of these papers they were required to buy and resell. By the Summer of
1959, however, Elijah's attempts to dictate the paper's policy caused a
conflict with the publisher, and his column was dropped. The NOI then
switched its hawking activity to another Negro weekly, the Los Angeles
"Herald-Dispatch, ' which also had been printing Elijah's column and other

NOI news.
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By the Fall of 1961, Elijah and some of his hierarchy decided they

had ""'made money for several other papers, now we will make some for our-

gelves." In October, 1961, they hired the ""Chicago Defender" to print the

first issue of their new paper, wMuhammad Speaks. w Soon after, the Muslims

bought themselves a rotary press and jgssued their own paper once a month until

July, 1962, when they changed it to a bimonthly. Since February 12, 1965,

issued weekly. The paper first sold at 10 cents
1962, and to 20 cents

vMuhammad Speaks" has been

per copy, but the price was raised to 15 cents in January,

in April, 1963.

Over the years, other Negro newspapers have intermittently printed

articles on the cult, as well as columns written by Elijah and other cult members.

But Elijah's dictatorial attitude and demands have caused considerable trouble.

The editors of the Los Angeles '"Herald-Dispatch” became disenchanted with

umn in May, 1963. Only the '"New Crusader," a

struggling Negro weekly published in Chicago, has been fairly consistent in

running Elijah's column. Prior to its NOI association, this small paperT,

edited by a former waiter, was published under another name and supported

leftist doctrines.

3
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