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SUMMARY
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NARRATIVE OF OFFENSE

Victims JAMES EARL CHANEY, ANDREW GOODMAN and
MICHAEL HENRY SCHWERNER, Council of Federated Organizations
(COFQ) workers, left Meridian, Mississippi around 11:00 AM,
Sunday, June 21, 1964, en route to the Mount Zion Community
east of Philadelphia, Mississippl where they visited the former
site of the Mount Zion Methodist Church which burned to the

ground on the evenlng of June 16, 1964.

After viewing the

charred remains of the Mount Zion Methodist Church, the victims
visited with several Negro families before driving toward

Philadelphia, Mississippi en route to Meridian, Mississippi.

This document contsina neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. It la the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it
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bearing 1964 Mississippi License H25503 to Phil
Mississippl, they were arrested by Deputy Sheriff CECIL RAY

PRICE, Neshoba County, Mississippi, at approximately 3:30 PM,
Tune ')'I 1964 . allecedly for snmeeding within the citv limits

(AT LA A LTy TdaoLsTnTALY — A cpetililiip WiLLIIis =it =27 ERE S

of Philadelphia Mississippi At the request of Deputy
Sheriff PRICE, Mississippi Highway Safety Patrolmen HARRY J.
WIGGS and E, R. POE assisted PRICE in transporting the victims
to the Neshoba County Jail where CHANEY was incarcerated for

speeding and GOODMAN and SCHWERNER were incarcerated ‘'for
investigation", b7C

booked CHANEY for speeding and GOODMAN and
SCHWERNER for investigation, qViCtims were held
in the Neshoba County Jail until Justice of Peace LEONARD
WARREN was avallable to set bond for CHANEY, After 10:00 PM,
Justice of Peace WARREN was contacted at which time he set
CHANEY's bond at $20. After the bond was paid, the three

victims were released from the Neshoba County Jall at
approximately 10:30 PM, June 21, 1964. jiZ, bID
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Victims departed from the Neshoba County Jail in
the ranch wagon and were followed until they approached
the Philadelphia city limits by Deputy Sheriff PRICE and
RICHARD A. WILLIS, a Philadelphia, Mississippl patrolman.
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observed the victims traveling on Highway 19 toward
Meridian, Mississippi. . /v

On June 23, 1964, near the Bogue Chitto Creek on
Highway 21, approximately thirteen miles northeast of
Philadelphia, Mississippi, the 1963 Ford Fairlane Ranch
Wagon, which was last seen in the possession of the three
civil rights workers, was located in a completely burned
condition, Examination of the ranch wagon indicated that
the interior and exterior of the car, with the exception
of the left front fender and door along with a portion of the
hood and bumper, had been affected by flames and intense
heat of fire. A meticulous examination by Special Agents
from the Federal Bureau of Investigation Laboratory revealed
that no human remains were in the debris which contained a
wrist watch, automobile keys and tools. A resident of the

- T LITITMC AN ad ko haAd Arxrmlad ey 1o I 29N
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the car was burned shortly after 1:00 AM, June 22, 1964,
and observed what apparently was the burning car, Flames
ten to twelve feet high were noted, even burning the bushes.

On August 4, 1964, a search warrant signed by
ic
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ordering a search of the OLEN BURRAGE farm in Neshoba
County, was served on OLEN BURRAGE at Philadelphia,
Mississippi. Excavation was conducted on the farm dam and
the bodies of the three civil rights workers, CHANEY,
GOODMAN and SCHWERNER, were located and exhumed. The bodies
were transported to the University of Mississippi Medical
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Center, Jackson, Mississippi, where Dr. WILLIAM P, FEATHERSTON,
a Tnral athnla n'f ef' nnhr‘nnfnﬂ an agutopsy an nranminrad t+hao
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cause of death to be gunshot wounds,
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itive identification of the three bodies as

S
TAMITNO AT M1 ANTET AV S 2
JAMES FARL CHANEY, MICHAEL HENRY SCHWERNER and ANDREW

GOODMAN was established by the FBI Identification Division
through fingerprints of the victims.

Po
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dam was started around June 14, 1964
dam was going on during the week end of June

onstruction was in progress on bSunday,
June 21, 1964, and ag

ain on Monday, June 22, 1964, beginning
early in the morning.ﬁﬂid not observe any
evidence of tampering or irregularities at the dam site.l7c, 670

JAMES EDWARD JORDAN, a white male from Meridian,
Mississippi, an admitted participant in the abduction and
murder of the three civil rights workers, stated that on
June 21, 1964, EDGAR RAY KILLEN, JERRY SHARPE and a person
whom he believed to be JIMMY TOWNSEND, all residents of
Philadelphia, Mississippi, traveled to the Longhorn Drive-In,
Meridian, Mississippi, where KILLEN informed JAMES T. "PETE"
HARRIS, FRANK HERNDON, and JORDAN that three civil rights
workers were incarcerated at the Neshoba County Jail in
Philadelphia, Mississippi on minor charges. He indicated
these men could not be held long and he wanted Lauderdale
County Ku Klux Klan members to join_a Neshoba Count TOUu
in "whipping' these men.

JORDAN related that six pairs of cloth gloves
were obtained from OLIVER RICHARD "DICK" WARNER, JR.'s store

T 3714

' in Meridian before leaving the city en route to Philadelphia.
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HORACE DOYLE BARNETTE, another witness who admitted
being a partici.ant in the abduction and murder of CHANEY,
GOODMAN and SC'WERNER, related that on the evening of
June 21, 1964 telephonically
advised and him '"the Klan had a job". DOYLE and
JAMES EDWARD JORDAN,
whose last name BARNETTE later learne
in Meridian,

was
Mississipr..

I o - DY

—and JAMES EDWARD JORDAN proceeded
e EnI120eTENta uhere they me <R

i 1formed them the three civil rights workers were being
~eleased from jail and he stated, "we have a place to bury
them and a man to run the dozer to cover them up.'£72

The three civil rights workers, JAMES EARL CHANEY,
ANDREW GOODMAN and MICHAEL SCHWERNER, were released from the
Neshoba County Jail at approximately 10:30 PM, June 21, 1964,
and by prearranged plans ,_informed the participants,
the Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol (MHSP) would intercept
the civil rights workers' car as it proceeded down Highway 19.
The car, however, was not stopped by the MHSP,

actually
stopped the car south of House, Mississippi on Highway 492.

He placed the three civil rights workers in the back seat of

his car and drove them down a nearby country road where they .7~
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were shot by the group that had followed-from
Philadelphia., £ -

HORACE DOYLE BARNETTE stated that SCHWERNER and
GOODMAN were shot by and JAMES CHANEY was

GOODMAN w

killed by a volley of shots in the presence of G
W, 1 om0 and hinselt

The bodies were taken to the OLEN BURRAGE dam near Philadelph

Mississippi where a bulldozer operator performed the
interment. Afterwards, the group congregated at
where QI provided a jug of gasoline to burn
the three civil rights workers' 1963 Ford ranch wagon.
informed the group that the victims' station

wagon was to be taken by 'Y to Alabama where it would
be burned.' !/

after leaving [NNNNEER ox0:, R

nd BARNETTE were stopped by
in Philadelphia

admonighed the group against disclosing the crime
by stating, "I'll kill anyone who talks, if it was my own
brother." /-
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