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B!� ROBERT THOMPSON

Washington, Dec. 4.--In an orderly. gt-een~walled o�ice
3 looking down the cluttered eaet slope of Oapitol Hill, a soft-
; fmoklen �Southern gentleman ponders daily over mammoth

ega 92"0 umes.
l At first glance, he might be taken for a acholary Dixie 1aw!&#39;er-

which he is. He might also be identified as an lstute Carolina
buaineaatnan�which he is.

. He would not by any atretch .. .. . .I
of imagination. however, fit the
rogullr conception of the relent-
eaa lawman at-ho tracked to death

1&#39;

1
. - . _=&#39;.-we
"£15-

ona of the country�?  notnri- ts; �
oua ngaten�|o n in r. &#39;

vet, the gently drarvzling, ¥
alig92ttlY built Southerner in the
Capito Hill office ta Melvin
Pu.rvia--hailed act-on the nation
25 yeara ago aa �the man who .
got Dillinger.� . I

Ifwas Purvie who, aa head l J}
of the Chicago ol�ce of the FBI, V� l
led : bend of 25 federal ezente
and police ofifcere on the nizht
of Jul!� 22, 1934, to the North Side
 �hit-ago theatre where Dilltm:er&#39;s
career er. .i�L;|ttlit&#39; I-lrtem_t&#39; .92&#39;o. 1 �
came to a dranigtic and bloody
end.

� For five hectic ml-rt1l1!. Put�
wits and hi.=fellowI"t5In3:ent1~» had
cr.ase-: the elusit-e and treacher-
nun Dillinger back and form
across the Midwest. At one point.

-ther cornered»-Ute tu,tttnw&#39;-_.ani
his henchmen in the Little Bo- .
hemia lodge in V92&#39;iac0r&#39;tsift. only to .
have him escape in a running gun
battle. - _

Tl&#39;l!1�T,.-Ofl that sultry July r|lg&#39;ht,-�as� Dillinger.-hi!-�§rirl&#39;
Polly Hamilton, and a former bawdy house madam. Anna Sage.

1 emerged from watt-hing the rat-tgater movie �Manhattan Melodrama,"
the gunman was shot to death.

Pl-lT&#39;92&#39;i|! often has been identified in print an the atrent -who fired
he f tal shots and An a ca. who fin ered Dillin r out in thet ~._ ._ __-.n_~t&#39;e_." .1: Q tr=__,

theatre crowd,-haa be&#39;ett.wrttt_1n_mw-lfiatolqi 13!. the-&#39;92_Voma_p-it_t&#39;t3ad."!
Both claims, says Purvte, were concocted by &#39;tmagtnatt92"&#39;e re-

porters. _ _ _{ �The men vrltr ftrt-d the ehtttn that ntt_&#39;ht." Qxnlatne P "vie,� lmnst jnatttt-tli2.u-1;� t:t.&#39;rt-ed that nr» one Wnuid tell �ho ltiHerl�Ilil-
1 911&#39;. I net-er ht-ve H-I15. and I assume none of the t-the-r.= l�vt.

_92~t of x.-5 9292e:e t-u..tt.t&#39; it-lintrs. We hat! at feeling there 92&#39;-king
at honqr in taking part tn killing a man." &#39; "
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The �Women la led� Was Wearing Orange
*

Aa to the famoua �Woman in Red,� Pu:-via aaya she actually
was wearing an orange akirt and he doesn&#39;t recall the color of her
other clothes that fateful night.

Purris, who at 31 was just one year younger than Dillinger,
became a national hero when he ended the menace. Looking back
on the incident today, he simply states: �I had o lot of help."

Purvis now in serving the federal government for the fourth
time in his life.

He put in nine years with the FBI, before resigning in 1935.
He served five years durinyz World War ll as a colonel in the Army
judge advocate general�: office. 1-le was chief counsel for the Senate
subcommittee on federal manpower policies in 1951553, while the
Korean conflict was l>lazin;:.

Pu!&#39;92~is&#39; current job is one that history could prove his most
important.

Two and a half months ago, he left the quiet surroundings of
Florence. S. C.�v~&#39;here he has a private law practice and owns a
radio station-to be-c�me counsel tor the Senate subcommittee on
improvement of judicial rnachine�. "

His Job: Ireok fie legal� Logical
Hi: job ia to blueprint a program that will revitalize America�:

judicial system to end the tremendoua backlog of court cases, which
new number 77.000 acroea the nation. J -

�We find the U. S. court! are in terrible condition,� aaya Pu:-via.
�Some have case backlog: of three or four years, and some even.
/longer." The area of the nation moat acutely affected is the Northeaat
-New York, Massachusetts. Connecticut. New Jersey-�where thous-
ands of cases have accumulated in individual courts.

The dire need for additional federal judges and for renovation of
what Purvia terms our �archaic judicial system" can best he summed
up, he explains, with the phrase: �Slow juatice means no justice.�

He now is making a coast-to-coast survey--aided by the courts,
the legal profession .and the bar ls5ociati0n5��-to determine what
changes are needed.

He�: Seeking o Solution Tho! Will Stick
l-le &#39;plecil.�es that he and the subcommittee, headed by his old

friend Sen.  llin Johnston ID-S. C.! �ill �not be stanipeded into
patchwori: remedies."

"The subcommittee should perform a rr-rvice that would be last-
ing for man; years to come,� says Purvia- �We need this badly.
When you aee us 77.000 cues behind, you find that justice in this
com-1tr_v�of which we&#39;ve been boaatjng�-ia lagging. �As the popula-

:-. awe, the bu�en on the courts will iii even ioree.�
So far, Purvia has found no conclusive answers to the problem.
He will submit an interim report to the subcommittee by the end

of January, but this probably will be just the beginning. -
The dapper, gray-haired South Carolinian, now the father of

three boys. says hie crime-busting days are tar behind him. Although
he etili quite often is pointed out in public an �the man who got
Dillinger," Purvie aaye he would Just as soon forget the incident.

"l don�t even care to read about crime," eaye the hero of the 30!.
Hm. doee hie current job alze up against his determined pursuit"

of Dillinger? &#39; &#39;

�Thin is a challenre. but it�:-1 no different," aaje Put-vie. �One
job van to rid the country of a med dog. This ie not a mad dog, but
it could be ch;-.¢.-e it it ie not &=:."
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III. nun: nous: PURV18

if I. Yurvtl natured on duty 1: tho Iodural
5; Iuroau of Invoutlgltion on Iobruary 4, 1027, ll a
"P Spocinl Agent, Gradn CAP 8, $2700 pot manna. Altar
*4 1 poriod of training, ha portornod invostigntlvo
ii duties. Ir. Purvin uhnittod his voluntary I081�-
"¥ nation ctioctivn at tho clone of bulihlll August 5,
Q? 1935, at which till ho III receiving un�ary or $5800

pit nnnul in Grid; Cl! 13.
~.

K

_&#39;¢&#39;-
.v�_.

I

F u-

, _ 92
Ti, &#39; P92
�Q. _  �R-

92

_ 75/ 2? - ~fZ _*&#39;
9

v

56

- ;..;=;§;  3&#39;§=.;._§___�_r_ __h
��n-&#39;-&#39;>&#39;" 92--» .=_1E.1---

_ 1-; ,_ ._ --1»-I"�&#39; ,
* _ . . _.,-�I I

.- , I

4-�:

1.

&#39; _s?.%

. i I,
.
>
=1

�-5
.

2"
19&#39;

� §

.¢&#39;

_*92f_- if _ _ -"&#39; . i 2:4 . _ I�



�i-"» - .- �-"-~ ¢§-"_- -- &#39;-� " " &#39; - . . -
i"".> ?*.&#39; -�e ._»Me= ,QF" . e&#39; 5�, _ t" i� ~< w- 7{L . I�; ~, _� _, . . �.: . _ . ___�_ _ &#39; W� If _.�__ _ _ _

i ~ A 3r _ � :,. H"&#39;..  � _ Wu? _ ; � _� _-  �at _ ._ 1&#39;1 r , &#39; � . . � _ ._.. �t�. - _ _ é_- .__ {A Ur � �u id &#39; . . ,7 __f �p_ . . �, .
t u%,_� w E .

-

v .

, .¢

"-

_�.1.
. t�

be
$-
1.
Y-v

- mnrnn rnrrns oovnumnrr

.5; III 1 �Ill DIHCNI lM1&#39;l= Ieptember I, Ill!

IIOI = A. Roaen

l�fh a .e1pd ._ __��:-L_&#39;..-.".:.=�.-._-1:!-Iliiryr�l.-VII" IJIIACI  -=" � &#39; &#39;*  �   -yell-___
I __ &#39; n &#39;.-~ / Trellel ._______BPECILL Illquxnr y 92 -¢ Sellsum-rs oonnurrn on ms JUDICI Y /1 U,� 1.......1Z"_Z

l 5 ilelblmn__,.__.
Geaer.._.___, &#39;

&#39; ?"� i V.-Z�emator James O. Eaatland  D-Iiss.!, chairman, above
committee, by letter dated 9/1/59, received in Special Inquiry.5 ;.&#39;

¢- t, laction.9/3/5B,&#39;has requested an investigation of Ir. Iurvim,§§�*��e���h�1an employee or the Subcommittee on Improvements in Judicial
Iincninery. Ir. Purvis is a Iormer Bureau Agent rho resigned

&#39; &#39;- in 1935.

Similar requests have been honored tor several years
by the Bureau, and it is pointed out that formed Attorney
General Herbert Broenell and the then Deputy Attorney General
Iilliam P. Rogers, at a conference held on 6/14/54 in the

Attorney Genera1&#39;s ofiice, authorized the Bureau to continue
to undertake investigations of the members or the staffs of
certain Congressional committees upon request of the chairman
thereof- This agreement was confirmed by the Director&#39;s
Ieloraudum to the Attorney General u� 7,2/b4, I copy OI which
was eent to the then Deputy Attorney General Rogers. The
Senate Committee on the Judiciary is one of these committees.

RECOIIBNDATIONS;

. That the attached airtei ue transmitted to the

" the requested investigation H

2. That this memorandum be routed to the Adminis-
trative Division so that a resume concerniugwlln Purvis&#39;
iormer Bureau service can be prepared. EIQCEOQURE

.,

Enclosure 41.£..u;�&#39; �?~¢.,_57 If 7*"  /  _, ,.-   �
V ���-&#39;--&#39; .l - Administrative Division/Q }%4

&#39; ._  2° act 201959 - .,
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Nlnnomndum - ourrnn STATES oovnanunnr _

Rd  _{"� I>ArI= October 15, 1&#39;55��,1 . - .....

raon : 1. ROGER
i win�-�nmust: IILVIH HOILLCEQYRVIS k , L &#39;.::_&#39;-��

IC n

"&#39;° -rnnznacron

SPICIAL INQUIRY r
SINATE COIllI&#39;I&#39;!&#39;EE ON THE JUDICIARY 1� -

H01 ___

Reference is made to memorandum to the Director_dated
September 4, 1959, attached, recommending that an investigation be
conducted of captioned person, a former Bureau Agent who resigned i~&#39;_&#39;-Us
in 1935. Results of inquiries arc summarized in the enclosed

9292memorandum. , . Mw �+

92�l�
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Current inquiries reveal that Purvis worked tor approxilately
two years as an attorney in San Francisco, California, after his _¢
resignation. Then he returned to his home town, Florence, .

South C�r�llna, where he founded and puulished a daily newspaper,
"The Florence Evening Star," for appruximatel, two years. In 1941
he joined with one Martin Schnibbon as a partner in the ownership
and Op¬T�t;OH of Radio Station WOLS. Shnvflj thereafter he entered "
the United Staten Arn_ as a captain and ~&fV0u with the Judge Advocate
Geueral&#39;5 Cffice as 3 eriunel hefurt he %H selea ed fr~&#39; active duty
in April, 1145. To then rvturwed to F;n:e92ce, Eouth Cay-;ina, and
bought out Sshnikbcn, deq<mi:: solo utter of HQQLL Sta� an WOL3,
which statu he hn;ds at pTQhu.1. Fro� .-nl to l"53 He erved a8

&#39;chieI counsel fur the Suycwm�ltt�v Uh Manpower Pu;1ties, Fbst Office
and Civil Serv;cu Cumm.&#39;:vt ~� �We 7;;rnU State» Sunatv. Since

July 23, 1959, hi: 13,- &#39;.-135,, _-;e1"."..2;_. £1: 1�h.Qf&#39; ;&#39; m.45f:l It-1&#39; Chi.� Sl.lbCO§1tt¢£
Qn Improvements LN Jud1u;a1 Mach-war� "ommiitwr n� the Judioiar!&#39;*of the United .->ta&#39;.e.. 5..-~..it¢.-.� �H i H

On August 1?, inéd, rr~der,.A ia.1», inc t§f§un-picturé�bf
actor, te+t:fied before the Subcomm.ttee uf the Special Committee é;§.
on Un~American AC1lV!tjCu uf the Wouse or Representatives, seatQl�. @T
at Los Angeles, California. He testified that he had met i¬;§iQ;E§:jji
in San Francisco shortly after Purvis left the FBI. He said O and i*:
Purvis dined together and the discussion came around to the question _
of what lino oi work Purvis would go into. larch recalled that _heu.;I.;.fi.
attempted to persuade Purvis to investigate the Tom Iooney case, -"
pointing out that it was an example of a grave miscarriage oI;Jnlt1co.,
Purvi~ saiu he w thinking oi� going with Universa1__.Iicturea and  �-3

perhaps to star in a notion picture. He asked. larch what he-_tho92192_¥
he should ask or asa salary tor such a Job.  tolghia.�with his strrditf�e should receive betioen 3,-at-Iluuu inn ;,=@=e&#39;," »-. . .- = �":&#39;.»-¢"-&#39;-

I . - = . r A

F-V 4  é I? v :�.r"&#39;:�r-&#39;7Enclosure .1 . 92 _ ._&#39;-» . - .:"
H - Q7  I v "r".REC-  J &#39; &#39;-  .
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Purvia never did go into the notion-picture huaineai, nor
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any further connection with larch. This was not mentioned in the__
eno1OlOd anunary aeaorandun because it does-not appear to-repreaenffj"
any questionable activity on the part ot&#39;Pnrwis, appears to he� i"&#39;�

- 3°�-h�"B F21?�---Eh"--.-l.-P9811!-r»19¢1¢9�" -=i  !#=<,=.~.-Jhreh�-I~ t.¢I¢1II=II=92sr>.~.#-�ll--:11
:uii ween Iiii a itter of public record. " &#39;
,_,&#39;~-_. &#39; -.u ".~..-_~ ~-&#39;-"&#39;4&#39;Ja."&#39;,/,_ .&#39;-v� 411- .~&#39;92~-,.&#39; &#39; ._ &#39; - -92� " &#39; &#39; &#39; 7  &#39; . " &#39; Y "r" _ �_-

Alifi I , 0: Hip elber 14, 1938, a "childhood sweetheart," Iarie Rosann
C0; J! 0  3_l dny� _ . had-bec , Qr.c-ed.1r.oI..her.£1r§t--_;1 o maf�--1&#39;1-a�l &#39; M " " - � "-

South "

vears Ir. Purvis has ered ron

reme .

Iany persons interviewed mentioned that Purvis was responsib
for the capture or killing of John Dillinger on July 22, 1934, at
Chicago. They pointed out that Purvis and capitalized on this by

public appearances, speeches and magazine articles, subsequent to hie
leaving the FBI in 1935. In order to set the record straight, thereto;
a brief, factual account of that incident has been set forth in the

,encl0sed summary memorandum stating that, although Purvia was at the

to apprehend Dillinger was under the direction of the late Inspector
Samuel P. Cowley. �

�scene, he did not fire on Dillinger, and that the over-all operation

_&#39;!_
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5&&#39; -;w~-Cha1rIan_o£ the_CoIn1ttee oq the Judiciary. _ _,�_&#39; � __ . _ ___.-,.

� Ieearaedun tor tne Director

Be: IILYIH HORACI PURYI8

= .- -< - ,;It 1a recommended that a eeeorandun eulnariztag reealtl 0!
 "inquiries regarding lnrvie be furnished to Senatpr Jaeee O,.lalt1aad;&#39;
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- ~-*1-~. ..�" -"¥§$1;¥�*" * �"1t ta also recoenended that, in view or the derogatory
j lniormation developed concerning Purvis, a copy of the summary
F- Iliorandun be furnished to the Deputy Attorney General.
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IR. unvxn noucrurunvxs

Ir. Purvis entered on duty in the Federal
Bureau oi Inveatigation on February 4, 1927, aa a
Special Agent, Grade CAF 8, $2700 per annua. Alter
a period oi training. he pertoraed inveetigative
dutiea. Ir. Purvie euhaitted hie voluntary reaig- 7
nation ettective at the eleee or hueiaeea auguat I, -_

~ 103-I, at which time he eaa receiving ealary at �I00 _
per aaaaa La drade CAI 13. . �

:5-.

Ieaerandua prepared for the Special Inquiry Section tor
tranenittal to the Senate Colittee on the Judiciary.
Frank Gardner

wfldh <5!�-. __
67-7489  I
Subaequent to his separation; Purvia-has received extensive �I
publicity over the tact that he had been one or our participa _"�"1" it $9�. -t-.1-.&#39;?--IP§�-l5---
�led by toraer Inspector� eyl Hie ile ie replete with- ~.- -

in relnect.to the.D1l1in¢er:caae;--I aieo claiaidFcredtt;!�&#39; »&#39; @=*�
� handling certain caeee which had actually been handled by £orlp- .

Inspector Baauel .Gbv1ey. On 1-31-42, he entered the Usflrlst ;
Linxenant Colonel Karl Naah, who handled CID work in the _

European theater,Hadviaed $hQ!BIQLH,§D§$@#Q;hl§§Q!IQIQ@I3m¢j§"FIQ?�
� **&#39;conticti�iith rurv1i-¢aé"rar-er an Lecn*Turrou&#39;and considered

both incoapetent, thoroughly deapiaed, with "yellow streaks up
their backa." Nash adviaed that Turrou had been reiueed a
coaieeion but one had been iinagled by Purvis and he stated

;:;j"�- that Purvia owed Turrou $11,000. The Director-coqeented in_i &#39;
:gw»___ connection with the above "lelljthe truth will eut.P� - =-
Hoh: Hi-� 4�

DIII clippings and aleo retlecta Purvia capitalised etenaive:i�1_ n_

1

Punnns -��� &#39; l I/�-1  I,
I-92olen___i _ ~ _ _ . . _ _ --   _

$f;;�.:�- _ , ._ ~- - r + !i�,;-.--  r.» "-_-<.  -   =1� W-&#39;-"I �-r;";"&#39;§."
I.C- Sulhvna _&#39; I I &#39; &#39; "/7 &#39; - "1 &#39; i! I�
T _ I � | I r  / 92 ..lb Hoon 4,,� 92_/&#39; .
Hnllonnn _.i_ ~ � - I �
Gon4v_.�- "*1 "°°"_E:_  � � -&#39; WIT .. . ;- &#39; . . _ _ - -_ ,;- _ ..-.- -&#39; _,_...1" &#39;  1 _;&#39; __ ., _5"&#39;J 1
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&#39;I, O I a Y��MI

"&#39;Forgoi&#39;ien on

I1 GEORGE KENNEDY

The other day the Ram-
aler had some irnculty in
locating Melv&#39; urvis at the

Zapitol -

Ir. Purvis has iust taken

up his duties as majority
counsel ior a Benate sub-

stlnmittee on "improving

the judicial machinery.�

�Inst there was some diffi-

ellit in locating him was

not surprising. The subcom-

�eeisanewoneandhas
&#39; &#39;_ obtained oniee some on

-top �oor  the sixth! of
-5 be! Senate O�llice

I.u - V

�q�hat was surprising was
it none oi� the secretaries

1 telephone operators eon-
anlted seemed ever to have

heard of Mr. Purvis.

He is the Iormer FE

agent credited with doing i
Jdin Dillinger. America
"Public Enemy No. 1." nea

a movie house on Chicago�s

Earth Side 25 years ago in

lair.
55 with hair grayins

�Q use temples but a trim
�-foot-9, 144 pounds!,

was delighted to hear
that he has become "the
lat-gotten man."
_ "1 hope you won&#39;t empha-
ge my lurid past," he said-
"&#39;I&#39;hls job is a serious one."

During all his years in the
I&#39;ll, gr. Piir92&#39;i§ duet 119$
seem to have lost his native
South Carolina accent. At
any rate, he has it now.

@a-i-a-i._--oi �-_.-1-,

Z
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NEE HAS Bl-JEN  [
law in iorence. B. C.. where

he owns the radio station.
This is not the nrst time

he has come to Washington

on an important assignment.

Eight years ago Senator Olin
D. Johnston oi� Bouth Caro-
lina, who thinks he is one oi
the ablest men in his State,

brought him here as counsel

ior a subcommittee studying
C.l92&#39;ll service. Senator John-

ston is chairman oi Post

Office and Civil Service and

is a member 0! Judiciary.
Mr. Purvis produced a 14-

volume report in more than

two years of investigation,
calling attention to the glar-
ing inequities of reduction-
in-Iorce practices. lack oi

incentive programs, personal
Iavoritlsm and veterans�

preference. Then there came

a change oi administration,
he went back to South Caro-

lina and nothing much has

been done about it.

Improving the judicial ma-
chinery is just as difficult.
Last year Paul J. Cotter and
a sta� made a study for the

Senate Appropriations Com-
niittee. They found that
cases on the old system oi

assignment sometimes got
three years behind and, with

a new. improved system,
Sometimes got nine Fears

behind.
"Appointment oi� more

judges would be the easiest

solution," �Mr. P92ir1Fii° said,
"and probably the most
unsatisiactory." -

_ 0 i .4

THEN WE Fl-ILL to talking

about the old days when
occurrences were more in-

_credible than the Westerns

or Zane"Gre§-oi-_.*rv:~l-Ir.
Purvis did not shoot Dillin-

ger. He didn&#39;t shoot at ail.

He lit a cigar. a signal that
this was the rnan. The

agents moved in on Dillin-

ger, who broke and ran
down an alley. reaching tor
a ur. did not have. They

&#39; �own. _

. -  -- a92&#39;~- &#39;-- .a.-use-.-¢..l"~ra-.-. &#39; �.15,

, .

Q6»

l E; talked about the kid-
napings, the Lindbergh case.
the Urschel case, the
Boettcher case. the shootings
in the Kansas. City station

�when gangsters tried to
�rescue a prisoner, Frank

iliash. An FBI agent. three
police officers and Nash were
killed. Purvis was on the

Ohio cornfield when Pretty

Boy Floyd, one oi the par-
ticipants in the Kansas City

anray, was killed by agents
in a gun duel. But there

again he ddn&#39;t �re a shot.

�I started a train once," he
said. "We had a r r e st e d

Verne Sankey in Chicano Icr
the kidnaping oi Charles
Boeitcher II. a wealthy Den-

.verite. We wanted to take

[him to Sioux City for trial.
ii made arrangements with
<thc Milwaukee line people. I

ltold them we wanted to put

Esnseyintheiutearertne
train, which wastobe empty,
in lnnlr KQOH all-warn Quasi Lann-UI-I lvvl wvuu as-lvsi _l-ill �I78
him chained to a lower berth

before the train started. We

didn&#39;t want another Kansas

City incident. _

��M:&#39;. Purvis," said the

superintendent, �the train
won&#39;t start until the engi-

neer gets your signal.�
"Everything went

clockwork. Sanirey
chained and the doors were

locked when I stepped of!

the rear platform and had

like
was

.*f�.ti2s92m thrill or sienn-
- I-"l�rai� ta�-sia&#39;i*i£.~&#39;-&#39;->1-:&#39;

h

.,, --i
_....-- :--is - .. _ I

. � �
92&#39; ..

Belmont i__

Del_.ooch _......__

McGuire

Mohr _i___

Parsons

Roseri
Tornm it
Trotter mi

W.C. Sullivan 1

Tele. Room .__._

Hollom�n
Gcindy ___i_

P

i L�

i

The Inahinqton Pout land - _

i -A-"-i-.;.;=.. ii;...i."--
The Washington Daily Nara  T�
Tho Evontnq Star
New York - I. H

New York

New York

New York

How Yarn

H oral cl Trlbuno

Journ oi-American _,,.,___. ;

Mirror :_¬__,_i,____

Dally News _?_,_

The New York Time: ______________

The Worker

The New Louder



92
1-�  -_

._�~ &#39;-
&#39;-,.". -.

o-10 tn". 1-as-sq:

.l

..n

;, 2
rd

.",I

&#39;. I . &#39; �l . . - " Iu- - &#39; . &#39; --__--.,...&n-nn-�i-Iu. ....._. mJ4M-J--Qp#¢ ~92 -I �-.;.,.¢a -.- �P4. ;r_u92. ¢_rf- -u-In-up-in.  _-nllwd

___Z_| �/-1 --n u n

D||||nger K|||er
V Gets Senate Post l

I

or the run
llelvln H. . who Aided

l�"!!ll!!l&#39;.&#39;!&#39;l!&#39;!&#39;E|;l&#39;eer of John
Dillinger. the gangsta. Ill
named yesterday an chlet
counsel 0! n new Senate
�Judiciary subcommittee. l

Mr. Purvis. 55. an FBI can
in the earl! 1930:. led a Irw
�that cornered Dillinger in n
�Chicago theater. The hoodlum
�was shot. to death trrln: to
B5C&D¬.

Announcement of Mr. Punk�

4 Senator Johnston. Democrat -

commilbee will conduct 1 nur-
vey of the Federal Judiciary

�machinery to promote economy

1

1 � L �

appointment was made by�,

501&#39; South Carolina. Senator!
1Jotmst.on said the new sub-E

1 and e�lczency. 1
1--_�__ Y _ _ �J
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n ,�" H

92 
" &#39; Bf ont

Del. och /
.c" ire
0 r _.___.__?,

7 Parsons

aiosen
.Tumm

g �Irene l
W&#39;.C. van _

Tele oom .__

Hollomcm

Gcmdy

P

=-&#39;.

The Ualhlnqton Poll und__,i_
&#39;92 &#39; " ITllll� �Harald &#39; I

The Wnlhlnqlon Dally New! ____..

The Evnnlllq Slur BL
New York liloruld Trlbunl in.-

New York ioumul-Amnrlccn ..._._._
Now York Mirror _.i_...i......._..

New York Daily News __.._.___

The New York Tlmei __i_._

The Worker i___,__.__......i-_

The New Louder _,_i.____.._...._.

The W:&#39;|I.1SlteetJournul__-i...

Date -

AUG e 1959

.h:�A.¢u�.�_a.*|I , -Q�I 41» -

�.1



. r _-_"
._ _ --.

o-n tn". i-2|-5|! é

Cent;-gag

Dillinge Killer
5 Gets Se iote Post
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&#39;1 Mflvirr H Purvls, who aided
in Q�dih� the career of John?

jDillmger, the gangster, wgsi
lnam�d yesterday as chief]
92counsel of 1 new Senate;
Judiciary subcommittee. I
; Mr. Purvis. 55. In FBI 13¢ I

.1 the early 19305, led g gm
r t cornered Dllllnger in

Clio theater. The hoodl

up:-hot to death trying lg
-; Announcement of Ir. Purvir
&#39;lDD0lntment was made by

Bmator Johnston. Democnt.
;0! South Clrdlim. Senator�;
Johnston aid the new mu-,1
wqmmlttee will conduct I. mr- �
*3� 01&#39; I-he Federal Judiciary

r

l

spa?
T"

n U &#39;

;_:1~" -

_. -41.. ....._..--.. ..--_gq--

.1 I 92- �-�l
-v M - .

1. � ., F5. �
&#39;. . - - l |~92 as &#39; &#39;- F� *-.92 - I
L � _ ; _ _l_.. __, _ . _ _» �ll�, _ - 11,! --
5� A_-- r- . :� um�: -., - � _ &#39;- 59- I _ _-�ha. 1,

_, |____-§A.:u.|14|n;<.a_-_.2».....u.._&#39; ..|.92 92--o� -- ..;.L_4.; ~ »1-.-l--.4.-J4r% L-- ---4 a.....;>_.._

Tolson
Belmon
DeLo:1
M�c�G_u,u&#39;.- ~

Rosen
Tcmm
Trotter
W.C. Sullivan _.

Tele. Floom __._

Hollomcxn _...i

Gcmdy

machinery to prong� 1
nd e�iclency. economy &#39; f I. _

. = rb
I ; �I �

v

A-.

, I

I

93*"-



_ 1; !- .____ Tolson "

� Belmont
; <

E

" M - atso11 -. .~-.-�-...,,._.,.,-_ , ,- , n._-.-...- _ . .._92.... ;,&#39;,�~»---
,-,,_  _ _ ,

1 A , I I &#39; _ To e. <p|�*._......_ ,_ .-  Rea y l Hollomun _..._
fr . �:11: _ &#39;,�- _ _j Gundy

A Dillinger? o _
1
. 1

i ~ . l
, � On Ibo 25th Armivo sory of Our V �QM

-7  Most Notorious Go slur�: Doo�r, 1
T  &#39; 3 ox-FBI Agent Molvi urvls Rovools &#39; I |-&#39; _

f /1*�
L . . _
Ii 92 Killer John Dillinger  above! fried M. story Nmmr pd�. photo�, - �
_~ l fo sllool if oul in final showdown. &#39; _  4 t  92,_. uemn rams, ROW C IMQ, and rorllo

f U

-.¢A . _ < , own; s. Florolco. s. 0., -1. Clicqoi hp
,_:.� -� 25 ynorr ago, who lilo flab can fhooglrfilf» -v?;?"_=&#39;§
1"� &#39; � j ~ olorfod his office fo the groohd polka runluvoos o __ -"i

; -if-L? _ J� _- in Mo olnols oi American crime. Rocoo�y, in Lo: �f ._
&#39;_.�,~§~ ._&#39; been hchicd odrinor for CIS-TY in in documen-

&#39; L _- - Jory uric: on flu lives of Amoricon criminals. -
1 _, �_ _ &#39; - .. ; _--" _. _-,-fli-92

A A &#39; Iy unvm rams

t . _ nu told u» am Connr A
5 The Walhlnqlon Post und__

Q Times Horuld

l The Wolhlnqlon Dally Now: .i_
F Tho Evamnq Slur i_..__.,,___
1 Now York Hamid Tribuno __i

Nov York Journhl-Anorlcon,____

Now York Hlnor
- . rlj 1:1� -&#39;-; ¢ New York Dolly Nowl_._i____r - - , ,f   "� B� / Now York Pool
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&#39; FIVE SHOPS rang out. Five shots

. . ,_

*_ 92. ff.

f .
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caught him as he chiwecl ior his

pistol That&#39;s how Dillinger died. One of
the shots was mine. _ &#39;

&#39;lwenty-five years ago next Wdnw

day, shortly before ll p. m. on the night
of July 22, 1934. John Dillinger.
America&#39;s most vicious criminal, was

gunned to death in an alley next to the
old Biograph movie house in Chicago by

Federal and local agents led by

Ewen today. there are mysteries sur-
rounding �the death o.t Dillinger. Few
people really know, for instanoe,- the
m.mesoftheof�oerswhoshothirn.Of

oourae,Iltnow.lwast.here.&#39;I�hent.here
was the "woman" in red,� Mrs. Anna
Sage, the bawdy-house madam who

�ngered Dillinger. What was her rea-
son for turning stool pigeon? .

Over the years, there have been more
h=l£=t.--.:tl~.s arm" pure �ction written

about Dillinger�: last hours than pos-

sibly about any other criminal.
This is how it really was:
By July of 1534, our agents were

receiving reports that Dillinger was in
the Chicago area. At that time, I was

special agent in charge of the Chicago
of�m of the Department of Justice&#39;s
Division 0! Investigation, which was the
forerunner of the FBI.

0:: July 21. Sgt. Martin 2..-rko-rich of

the E. Chicago �nd.! police reported
that he had a hot tip on Dillinger&#39;s
whereabouts. The criminal and his girl
friend, Polly Hamilton, were in the habit
of making frequent visits to Anna Sage�:
apartment in E. Chicago. The informant:
Mrs. Sage herself.

&#39;,-eI- On the afternoon of July 22. a Sunday,
I received word from Mrs. Sage that

&#39;.

i

r

. . *1 t�-3.

-- >- _._. ... �re __- 7-�

_Dil1ingerwasplanningt.otsh&#39;e_herand
|Del!y&#39;1!an92lltontoamoviethiY1l§lI
She $21�! lane�.-.1. !92.o=.=.&#39;ever, if they were

going to the Marhro Theatre. on the

West Side, or the Biograph &#39;l1|eat.re at

Z-l44N.LincolnAve.Wemadeour
plans for either theatre.
~ Butitwastohe�1eBiog&#39;rs1:h:"I&#39;lIr&#39;

feature film: "Manhattan Melodrama,�

a gangster thriller starring Clark Gable,

William Powell and Myrna Loy. Twenty-
seven Federal and local agents, including
myself and Zarkovich. were staked out;
r-m_r the theatre. &#39; .-

How were we to recognize Dillinger
We had never seen him

We had his
was to

me to

Aaotiwv�sno j>.m.,1 &#39;
proach the marquee wi
one of them the "woman

man was coatless, he spo

m!lsL%£.�l�92.e, he eeeze gels!-rim
glasses, a straw hat, a white shirt. Hav-

ing committed oountless photos-of Dil-
linger to memory, I took a long hard
look. Yes, the man was Dillinger! _

The deadly killer calmly purchased
three tickets  admission price, 30 cents

each! and entered the movie house

withMra.SageandPollyHamllto|L
We had Qrltinlili planned �to

Dillinger by surprise inside the
The idea was to take a �at hliind him

pinhlsarmsandcapturehimwithout
raising a fuss. But the closest seat
I could get was three rows away. The
movie was packed. We decided to tsk�
him on the way out. "

Soalloiuswaitetlandwalted. :1
was the longest two hours and so

Z . , _ .  ,.k., . _»_--.;:1."�. . , I It .,__. I . _ . . L.~ - |_ 4 ,- . . . -_ l - .=  1*," .  .-.-:l.- _
;=.&#39;. e.r &#39;92 3 . = &#39; -.--~  ." _» r"..*-- " . .

- � --92, _.__�__1r"&#39;. I _l;�4J_-[I .�,;b&#39;_ ,___,__,,,, sn1..i taust�a-unlnn-_-sh.� _
&#39; r
._92. &#39;0
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BELT; in my lite. My knees kept
[hitting together the whole time and I
tillti a  hitch in my ito�rna::n."�
g�te movie was over at 10:34 p. m.
, t came Dillinger, escorting the wom-
Ien. &#39;1 waited under the marquee, for

I had the responsibility or making the
Hentillcation. When I was absolutely

certain that the man was John Dillinger.

I lighted a cigar. There I was noncha-
lantly puffing on a stogie as the gun-

_ .and_.his party strolled right in
:21: of me and headed south on Lin-
kiln Ave.I The cigar was the signal of identi�ca-
tlm. When I struck the match it lrig&#39;nl-

A
L

I
I

i

Y.
§

it

-Gel-that I took lull responsibility.

l

that the man under ohaervation uaa__
Dillinger and that we ahol-tld take him.

As Dillinger moved away, 1 gave a

ie-�=-or-&#39;i=i;;"r.ai.Ii&#39;-&#39;a&#39;:.-Pa�-&#39;-".t�:::&#39;-&#39;1.�-&#39;e,&#39;:=!
thearmanyonewhouwitwould
know that it meant: �Let�: dole in.�
WE had previously arranged that
the other agents would run it I ran, walk
if I walked. etc. In that way we would

all get to Dillinger at the aame time.
No one wanted to win that race and get

to Dillinger �rst. and a1one.___.... �§__��j�

So I moved in iirom behind. Other

agents sauntered out of a doorway.
Another came up on Dillinger&#39;s right.

The hunters moved-_in cheer. Sudthnly

CI

5

".5;-I-3 3-  "?&#39;*�"�-.. &#39;.

ifiiiii barked: -so-at �am �m .5
We have you an-rounded." &#39; --_..<�i -_i"&#39; "&#39;-_�T.~*2.&#39;
&#39; Dillinger whirled. pa one
look about him, then made a halt
ti-eedom down the alley, drawing ]
automatic pistol as he nn. Five
rang out. Five �aotl aught Ilia aa
�awed i .QIII-_&#39;_�&#39;.&#39;i"l�&#39;i_%_""-&#39;
M86534--> . - F�-Q2-;?i&#39;-u&#39;~�~� -er-~. "

onelmowa. Themenwhowne
andlwasoneofthem-�madea
never to reveal who actually �red _ &#39;
shot that killed hlm. Now. aquarter

acenturylater.thepactiaatill .
Ihaveheencreditedwl�ioa _

jl

hi:n.Ihave been creditedwlth ,-
92 hirn.A.liIhaveeverIaidwast:hatI~_ �

The group that mpturedwhat I stand on. After all. does lt- 92

matter that mlldijfh� killed hl1!l!..-.x&#39;4...=

7 I



�_ ,4. -1..-_A,;,_,4-44.8 4....q.92 -.11

4&#39;
E
1.

.1 ~ .  1;

�.1;--I " I 4 ..L:92. J-JJ...4 .4-...~..-.�._¢r s

�Z3 -92

in-Qil

- .. - _ . _92

M... - ....._.... -....

- - v.., . -¢,-mg .- ._



0 C6� Memorandum UNITED STATES Goven�mekr

F1014 Clyde Tolson

mar� rut!-..-. -

DIRECTOR 9*� 7/ 24/ 59
}

rt #7"
92_�,I

Mr L B N1chols v1sed me that he understands
__ .., . ,� , that former: Special Aged: llelv wall be brought to

Washmgton soon by Senator Johnston to serve as Legal Counsel
for the SE&#39;I&#39;l¢.1.tB Suocomnnttee mqurrmg mto the functlorung of
Federal Courts He stated that he understands Purv1s 1s
anxlous to get one more year of Congressmnal S&#39;6I�V1CE to
qualny for Congresslonal ret1rement
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in this reference which pertains
to Melvin Furuia will be fbund
in the main file or elsewhere in
this summary.
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A letter from a Bureau Inspector dated 3/l/3?, stated that
while on a road trip at Madison, Fisccnsin, Chief of Fblice Payne of
Wisconsin Rapids, asked as to whether the resignation of Melvin Furvis
had been due in any part to his drunkenness at Wisconsin Rapids
during a convention two years ago. &#39;-

62-48105-1
� Y!�

I 92-_--. _. _-&#39;a_ ..  _. _ �. ___ �p._� _. . _ _ __ _e__ . 92_ , ,. IA-, ._ ._.- .,.&#39;.-, �_ i _ .,,_-.,_ -,-_ .. _ ... - - , _

A Bureau memorandum dated 2/2?/48 concerns an article on
Falter Winchell  subject of 52-31615! which appeared in "C&#39;ollier&#39;s"
magazine on 2/28/48 and sets out the dijyerences between the article
and the material furnished by the Bureau.

Ihe Bureau text stated that the Director received a

telephone call while the article stated he received a telegram. lhe
Bureau text stated it was from a SAC who was submitting his resignation,
the art�ple stated, &#39;Ut was the resignation of his top deputy, Melvin
Purvis.

62-31515-595
 l5!c/

_.r

1 On o/9/35&#39;
;~ o d C Po n&#39;a in a ter o the Director ex ressed hisdesirHollyw o alid r 1~ et t w p - e
i to work with Melvin Furvis on a contemplated &#39;@-Dan picture" to be made

by Metro Goldwyn Bayer studio. He also felt that if the Director
&#39;%omehow would tip o�f Metro Goldwyn Mayer that I am suitable for such

1 a job to collaborate with yr. furvis" he  Klein! felt the boost from
the Director would help.

lIIIIIIIIIII|I Henclosed a copy of the letter he had written that
» dag to MU , n wh c he quoted the &#39;%mllywood Reporter" of 8/6/35.

The quote stated that MGM was negotiating with Melvin Purvis to work
h on a G�man story that would end all G-men stories and that the Director

would probably pass on the completed script before production started.

On 8/l4/35 the above correspondence was acknowledged and-gadvised that the Director had not agreed to cooperate with HG]!
an at he had no knowledge of&#39;lurvis&#39; plans in preparing a motion
picture. �

Director&#39;s notation.

80�7�299

�!
SI 80-7-300
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On 9/30/35, H. H. Puruie under subpoena in behalf 0; Ire.
Anna Sage called at the q�fice of the US Attorney in Chicago to advise
he would be out of the city until 10/9/35 and was served with a
subpoena for that date. In a statement to the press, Furvis advised
of the Bureau policy of protecting the identity of persons furnishing
infatmation hat that since Hrs. Sage had made the fact known she had
furnished information aiding in the apprehension of Jbhn Dillinger.
fhrvis stated how he felt concerning the deportation proceedings being

brought against her. _ V __

62-297??-646?

�0%

By letter dated 10/10/35, to the éareaa, Are Falter Ae Fetter,
President of Futter Studios discussed the motion picture, "The $200,000
Snatch" and the use of members of some law enforcement agency to take
the place of the representative of the Bureau, other than Melvin Fhrvis
who was available to yr. Putter.

&#39;7-136?-2972
f9!�

sr so-?-sso -

�gl!�

A letter dated l2/15/35 from Robert Newborn, inmate of the
prison at Waupan, Wisconsin, complained that he was framed and sent to
0-um-|&#39;nnuu an J-LA r92_I92AI"�_1&#39;hA Jliu�lll I14 Ink!� I92n&#39;92,924n| 41:5 I&#39;�_n@J- nnlnlr la� IIJ�492¢-I&#39;uu4-.-
Fl DCIUII VII IIIQU bl�lly� Ul&#39;il-ll: I55 fill!! IUUUUU UIIG Ill� DJ U Llifl�v UH ZIIIUFR 9fl¬_Gj

Rise. He claimed his innocence and stated that in his series of
articles to be written for the "Red Book" magazine, Melvin Phrvis
would name the man who robbed the bank.

. av-as-29
�1! �

Ihe Central Office filee of IE3 contain a copy of a eoaplaint
filed in Superior Court of Calif., in and for the City and County of

iggifran�isgg bytlgantiranci� C��las plaintiff. Ins exact date of
ng n se or n e e.

-4-
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An amendment to paragraph 35 of the complaint mentioned
Arthur Kent as a person with whom Fredric Harch, movie actor,
corresponded relative to communistic activities. The amendment also
mentioned Melvin Furvis, "E:-Dept. of Jhstice lhn&#39;� as a correspondent
of March.  pl47l!

Additional information.

39-Q15-619 p.1764
Q1/&#39; &#39; ,
�l 51-755§-2373  �ddiiidndl
�3! =1 Infornat ion!

SI 51-7559-2151

 -T3!�

In a memorandum to the Director dated 3/3/36, it was stated
that the Bell f�blishing Company, Hfd, wanted to present thegfirst
medal award to be given each month to persons outstanding in law
enforcement work,to the Director. Because of the possibility of
setting an embarrassing precedent if the Director accepted, the
invitation was declined. ur. Peterson qf the above mentioned Company,
stated that the first award could be given to Melvin Purvis, but
preferred to make the award to the Director. It was explained to Ir.
feterson that furvis was a private citizen and could do almost
anything he wanted to do in the way of accepting awards.

62-39245-5
Ghanged to
94-3-4-228
�6!

0n 3/3/36, F
questioned by the Ch ca

s being employed in inves
also stated he had advised

"oosom friend� of ielvin farvis.

arm»
;e a represented

rk for the government.
everal individuals that he ms a

4?-10165-11
�1! ~/
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The 5/13/as and the 5/20/so issues of "Prince Georges Post"
published at College Park, Hd., carried articles by Arley Ray Uhger
entitled "Brown Study." The articles concerned the Bureau and the
Director and made several disparaging remarks about the publicity the
Bureau had received and particularly condemned the activities of
Melvin Purvis and others of similar ilk.

cs-43511-2
U6!�

On 8/1?/40, Frederick lorch, stage and screen actor, testified
before the HUGH in Los Angeles, ou1:;., regarding his knowledge qf
OP activities.

yr. March during testimony stated that he had been interested
in the Tom Mooney case and had spoken,  date not given! to Melvyn
Purvis about it. He further stated he had corresponded with Arthur
Scott concerning the possibility of securing fhrvis&#39; aid in the Mooney
case. er. Harsh also advised that larvis had asked his �orch&#39;e! adcice
on making a motion picture at Universal and what he should receive as a
salary for the picture.

Dies Committee Erecutive Roaring!»
Volume #3 p. 1398 -
69?!�

up �farniehed a letter dated 6/3./-36 and noetearked at
Glenada, aregon, addressed to Arthur Soott, Eorald Hotel, Son Pranisco,
Calif. from Fredric larch, Movie actor.

 continued on next page!
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The letter stated, &#39;TWe friend I contacted in S.F. after
seeing you was Mr. Melvin Puruis - er - Dept. of Justice man, of
Dillinger fame. He is studying law in S.F. now and is connected with
the Safeway Stores. Be was interested, but QQQI_�LQQ�1Q_�Qj1_£�Z1£�ll�;
as you can understand.

II I I $ I $ ¢ I 1 ¥ I I & I ZII

q�elvin Purvis, His address is: 301 Lombard St.
g_g� _g ____ Ezbroqk 3700 and bus! - 8l5_ U ,

g &#39; *7*� &#39;~?7&#39;~7 =- Cracker lst Mat. Bk. Bldg.» &#39; "&#39;
** Es 3772�

as-915-649
U1!�
sr 51

H37"
7559-l8l2

the Los Angeles Field had
4L- I1&#39;_.l&#39;.L__I l._.1J_4_ l&#39;l.L_._�l.l_
�FEE UHIFCU ATTIC?! DFIJCIIU

On 6/P5/36, a Bureau Agent from
lunch with Mr. Martin Mboney, enplcyed by
in Los Angeles, Calif.

In the conversation during and after the luncheon, M?-
Mboney stated he could not understand the activities and conduct of g
Melvin Purvis since he left the Bureau. Mr. Mboney felt that Purvis&#39;
activities had tended to cheapen him and Mr. Mboney advised that Purvis
was to make, as well as probably write a series of cheap-type serials
and take an active part in acting in the pictures himself.

62-35785-52
Changed to
94-4-4856

U6!�

On 8/6/36, Miss Marjorie Mathis, reporter 0 � r

bx  ed concerning her intervi
caA Miss Mathis stated that was cr

L-3? the Bureau and its work and had stated that the �irector was not
the biggest or most capable nan in the Bureau and that Melvin Purvis
was really one of the aces of the Bureau. 92

G�?-§o_
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On 10/29/36, during a special tour qf the Bureau, ur.
Harry Harder mentioned that he was connected with the newspaper, the
"Boston Mirror" and that the paper was running the "Melvin Parvis
serial". ur. Harder gave the impression he did not regard Purvis&#39;
attempt to publicize himself very highly.

94-2-621
�9!/�

~ - �-.-h- rs &#39;: -. -.  4 .1-.v_ .»-_!&#39;-&#39;   -- -- �,_. ."-. I92 92 - -r�-~ -- . - -w...�  - ,&#39;

.i Bureau nemoranduin dated 11/5/so stated that on 11/2/so,
Ir. Frank Ialdrop had visited the Bureau and during the course qf the
conversation, articles written by Melvin Furvis came up. yr. lbldrop
advised that as he reads these articles upon pUb1i¢Gti0n: he feels
in his own mind that they contain material he had prepared for a
special series of stories. He specifically mentioned statistics on
bank robberies which had appeared in one of ur. fbrvis&#39; articles.

94-8-56-10
Changed to
94-a-66-10
�3!..

&#39; w a n,statement and in an inte on org a, s a ed he was a
&#39;Uanior G-Han" working for Melvin Purvis of Chicago. as displayed the
badge and credentials he had received from General Foods, Battle Greek,
Mich.

47-12265-1
 ll!v/

On 3/1e/av, Hr. Clarence um-r-111, chief of the State Division
of Criminal Identification and Investigation. 0a1if., advised that he
had learned that Colonel Henry Sanborn, publisher of the newspaper
&#39;Hmerican 0itizen"had definitely made the statement that Melvin Phrvis

was an important cog in the OP ih California and was actively engaged
in commvnistic activities.

It was the opinion of the SAG at San Francisco that the story
related by Sbnborn was untrue and absurd. e

- . 61-vsso-545

�-9!�
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A letter dated 5/21/3?, to the Bureau from Clarence Francis,
President of General Foods Corporation, NYC, discussed the advertising
campaign and in particular the advertisements in which Melvin Purvis
was referred to as a �Z#Mhn�. Hratfrandis advised they were correcting
the advertisement to read former G-Man .

&#39; On 5/25/37, the Bureau acknowledged the above communication
; and suggested that it would be helpful if the General Foods Corporation

could indicate that Hr. Purvis was no longer connected with_the Bureau.fh.-xi -
 94-4-64a-.5

l F
i&#39;�" ��* °"rvis stated she was the wife ofwhom she married under the name n Purvis

. rs. ruis advised that on one occasio d told

UK; her he was a brother to Melvin Furvis, former o-van.

. , . � .

31-45073-25

. �0! /&#39;

l A letter dated 8/4/B7, Howard fate, £.FiDi #2, Bradford,
_ Connecticut, enclosed advertisements for Fbst Tbasties. One of the

advertisements announced Mel Purvis �G-Han" while the other advertise-

ments announced Hr. Purvis as [ogggr "G-Han" as star penforner in
color-comic and newspaper adds.

On 8/18/3?, the above correspondence was acknowledged and
enclosed advertisements returned to Ur. Pate.

94-4-645-?
 Photostat of advertisements enclosed!
 sow

In a letter to the Bureau dated 6/24/38, from Ehaa Maynard
* Fichtelnan, 131? East 24th Avenue, Columbus, Ohio, Hrs. Fichtslnan

,- advised that in June 192? she had given information to the Departuent
v of Justice which led to the arrest of Roy and Ray Desutrenont. She

._ then stated that the November 193? issue qf @Red Book Magazine" carried
e- a story entitled, than Hunt" by Milton Macfaye who prepared and edited

"Under Secret Order" by Melvin furvis. She complained that the story
gave her such publicity that she felt she was in danger and sought
permission to carry her gun.

4e-sea-255
U3!�
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�A. .7- v-nil During early 1938,1-9» 1Q  � at the home
During an interv

_ ey s a e t by numerous storie
" to be a "6-&#39;�Man". Ihen asked if he Jr

elf
Puruis, he stated that

&#39; he and Parvis were just like thie, indicating with his fingers that

f�f they were very close friends.
.&#39; &#39;1 �I

1.-.*
g :-

1--�."=  _ _ _ , &#39; _i4?-14.5533-s_ i
 i = =-�2!./W.-_~ &#39;0�: . _

P :

-1%" &#39;
�- - Ihen was

 b1C apprehended by the Chicago Field ce on , writing
 and mailing extortion notes to three Chicago women. age 14,

L had in hi.-sir-oom at home, a pamphlet purported to hav red by
llelvin Purvis, entitled, "Instructions for Solving Crimes and

 Apprehending 6&#39;1-iminals." &#39;

s  9-3415-/-7
  l0!|_/
&#39;->&#39;

A

J.
 A news item captioned "I10: Pop" subtitled :_&#39;J{elvin  Pllrvie

Nominated For Gold lledal of iialor" was clipped from "Liberty" magazine
&#39; I

92
_.!

on 3 19/38. The item, a letter from a Dr. I�. L. Davidson nominated
- Puruis because of his &#39;untiring zeal, valor, and courage in getting rid

of arohcriminals of the country."

61-7556-aeoz  clipping enclosed!
�!/

n I 92_1._I alas /an _4 I1_. __&#39;|_ If II ___J_ �_._L _._
U UH-&#39; A BUPGOU I"8PO1"U C6380 J/JJ./J G15 HEIN-TE, 8-0. 8817 UB1;

_ interview with Iarren T. Sparks, Superintendent of the Identification
Bureau of the Sheriff�: Office  address not legible!. Hr. Sparks

�gig;  advis ed he had received an extortion letter and woe under the inpressio
 that Melvin Purvis was still working for the Bureau doing underjcover
~11 - work on the case.

9-2733-eo
�0! .,
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&#39; I�
,1

§.. ,&#39;.|92

, 1,,
1&#39;1� V

,� . <.

&#39; -10-
&#39; 92

Fl



- ;_,.
&#39; L
J �~

vi.&#39;-" &#39;
J

&#39;4

A

u-
1

5!
3-. I .
�*3

;,,_
E

5:.

it

Q.
2:-

:=�~� mc.

$0 La

the Elbert oun y Jhil, Georgia, at which time e displayed a badge
bearing t cription &#39;$wcret Operator - Melvin Phrvis - Law and OrderPatrol &#39;. �aduised of sending a boa: top to Purvis and subsequently
receiving adge and had then studied fingerprints, the instructions
being given by Pnruie by correspcndencee at dented nahing repreeent-
ations that he was a Federal officer, but highly prized the badge and
carried it with him.

I� < . - &#39; &#39;Inf0raation�&#39;taken Iron report dated?/10/38. ",&#39; &#39; &#39;

&#39; .- . P4?-1458?-1
.. �2!>

A memorandum to the Director dated 2/15/39, stated that if
Melvin Purvis was appointed head of the South Carolina State Police
force he probably would replace A. I. Bohlen who was in charge of the
South Carolina Motor Vehicle Bureau. .Hr. Bohlen requested statistical
information from the Bureau for use in hearings where he was trying
to prove that there was no need for the type qf State Police
organization which the Governor of the State and fhrvie apparently

- desired to form. -

&#39;_ 62-45001-31

� P!/

morandum to the Director dated 3/so/so regarding o.s.
Attorney &#39; &#39; is had re o

Attorney
was engag g in irregu ar

k t i tI, who were never usedl and that a witness rac e ex e ed in the

62-52964-2
&#39; �?!/&#39;

SI o2+52964-e
Km�

- SI 62-53502-6

 l?&#39;!;/
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A memorandum to the Director dated 5/13/B9, stated that
the Bureau had received a letter, no date given, under the signature of
Richard B. Jacobson, publisher of the "Standard 0pinion&#39;$ Chicago, Ill.
wherein it was stated that he assisted the Bureau at the request of
Melvin Purvis when the Bureau needed money several years ago. Jacobson
stated that his life had been threatened through the nail and that he
had contacted the "Department" and that the matter had been referred to
the Bureau.

 l0!v�

. U    J r&#39;:._ ___ _   " � -_ l.-Ty _ �I , F

On &#39;7/l2/39, Ur. Fred H. Kury of Scripp Howard Newspapers
visited the Bureau for the purpose of interesting the Bureau in the
purchase or lease of telephoto apparatus. Hr. Kury advised he had
visited the Bureau at the suggestion of Melvin Purvis who had just
been sold United Press and telephoto service for the evening paper he
was publishing at Florence, South Carolina

62-32788-.52

 l5!v&#39;

A Bureau memorandum dated ll/20/39 listed articles which
a peared in the "Police Reporter", date not given» The article captioned.»
&#39;§�amous E:-G-Han Praises Fork of Police Officials" referred to Melvin
H. Purvis, fomer Special Agent of the FBI. A short article written
by Hr. Purvis and his photograph also accompanied the article.

94-e-re-s1 ~

�!~

Robert E. llcllwaine, Boa

�R�   1939 or early 1940
had been employed as a writer or e re en

ar , Florence, South Carolina. This newspaper, was started by Melvin
Purvis.

1 00 --339880 -3

�4! ~/

On 4/so/40,
¢ star  victim of 9-6119 forwa e to

4/26/40, canpaazl, Ohio, addressed to

fill
e er poe

and signed
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b1¬- "Please-do not break up my Uncles hone with the 1&#39;-B.I.
Agents.  Iihout Melvin Purvis I think that it-was his duty
in a way but he didn&#39;t have to brag about it. When I meet him I just
want to talk with him unarmed."

9-6119-1

U9!�

-  one/ea/4o,l the "sac at-O-"1515 �evannah Q,-,,.,.�, &#39;Ih&#39;i1e--&#39;in"J&#39;1orenoe",
South Oarolina, net ii. I1�. Fur-vie, publisher of the "Florence Evening
Star". Hr. Purvis asked no direct questions regarding the Bureau, but
inquired about the welfare of several Bureau executives. Purvis
volunteered to cover any leads in his city for the Savannah Office.

as-3579-2209
�4! 1

&#39; By letter dated 9/l8/40, Kelvin Pureie ceesaunicated with the
Bureau regarding an individual, then in Florence, South Carolina,
suspected of "pm-.l&#39;a:i" activities.

.~aJQe"/ &#39;

Hr. Purvis �also expressed regrets that he had missed seeing
the Director when he;_ had called to see him two or three weeks previously.

On lO/16/40, the above communication was acknowledged and Hr.
Purvis thanked for his courtesy and interest.

as-4832-sen

� 9! 1
er zoo-139228-1

  24 ! /

On 10/18/40, The Office of Senator Hattie I�. Oarraway telepho-r
nically contacted the Bureau, asking for the address of llelvin Purvis.
Hr. Purvis was editor of a newspaper at Florence, South Oarolina.

Pencilled notation: Senator Oarramay&#39;s office advised 1O/18/40
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b1¢-  rvis _made avail eived from�D datea 12/1e/40, which
&#39;" statea ne naa important information concerning a Hevaaa train iorecn

on 6/12/38 and the kidna ping and murder of Mr. and llrs. Elmer Gray of
Denver, Colorado on 8/5/5?.

7-3331-11

. HOP�

�dvisad "5"im"&#39; &#39; gene "55" &#39;"?- -""&#39;3�~"&#39;
F", General Gullion said there was no longer any need for the FBI� except2- -i
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in a minor capacity, working under any supervision or in labor
districts in the interior of th as the Navy and the Army were
going to take over the coasts.  urther told Vanderbilt that
Melvin Purvis would soon emerge as7f§Hd&#39;rr:an in the War Department in

[charge of all investigation and that Purvis wanted no part of any man
who has worked _f&#39;or"you: �

62 -33 763-254

05%�

A memorandum dated 3/ll/42 stated that Captain Melvin Pm-vie
ioae a nenoer of the gm up centered around liajor General Allen 5�. Giillion,
Provost Marshal General of the U.-5&#39;. Army. This group contemplated a
Military dictatorship in the US and whose objective was "to put the
Jews in their place� and to remove the "left-wing friends of Mrs.
Franklin D. Roosevelt"from public affairs.  No source stated!.

100-94 623-4

GM!�

A Bureau memo dated &#39;7/2o/42 stated that on that date, A1
Goldstein, the NY representative of the "-S&#39;t.Lcuis Post Dispatch", in
a conversation with the Director, told the Director that there was a

rumor that he  the Director! was backing Fvrvis in the Provpst Marshal
General&#39;s Qjfice. The Director, qf coarse, denied this. {F0 further
explanation!.

100-94623-9

@6!¢
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In a letter to the Director, dated 3/2?/39, Er. Hurray.I.
Grier, fbst Qffice Box 1235, Gastonia, North Carolina, advised that he
was a member of the first FBI training course given during World Ir
Two at Fbrt Oglethorpe, Georgia. Hr. Grier highly praised the
courtesies Qrtended to him on 7/29/42 by Captain lelvin fhrvis in
connection with the serious illness and death of Hr. Grisr&#39;s father.
Mr. Grier asked for Purvis&#39; address, title and birth date, and after
praising articles written by the Director asked to be placed on the

- Bureau mailing list. __y ___ _ H _

On 4/P/39, the Bureau acknowledged the above correspondence,
placing Mr. Grier on the mailing list, and also advising him that the
Bureau did not maintain current addresses of former employees.

�n 1-» r e . F - -» ,.., »- t. - -s--e- - ~. ls.-, _ ,., J g t ,M,__:. &#39; .�2 ,,,_..,�,,,,- N _._,, _,J Pr... I� V I

$1
-

3?
.

33-1-35-5V4
U1!»

A Bureau memorandum dated ll/20/42 regarding the Cbuner
Intelligence Corps, Far Department.discussed an article which appeared
in the August 1942 issue of the American Legion magazine which belittled
the Bureau and definitely indicated that the CIC was the real investi-
gative agency in the country. &#39;

_ Hr. James O&#39;Heil, Chairman qf the Americanism Commission,
American Legion and Chief of iblice, Manchester, N.H. advised that while
he could not prove it, he was very much of the opinion that Melvin
lhrvis was behind Thomas H. Johnson in writing the article. Be stated

1 - . H U _ - .-that the lrovost Harshal s Q�fice was constantly trying to take over

agenciesthe work which was properly the Bureau�s and cooperating police

62-70609-3
0?!�

declined an

the graduation
n�1I&#39;f:?l.��Phl.
&#39;8-""&#39;I"

On 10/20/42, the SAC at the Knoxville q�fice
invitation extended by Major Melvin fhrvis to speak at
exercises of the Provost Marshal Training Center, Fort
Georgia on 10/P3/42.

94-1-30651-1
 ?9!��

A Bureau memorandum d or

W�  *"�*

1

1
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An addendum to the above memo, dated ll/l/42, set out the
statement that it had been determined that Parvis had been at the

school in the spring of l942 but was believed to be in the office of
the Provost Marshal at Washington, D.C., at that time.

lQ0fl§9395�2
 -94!�

On e/12/43,_&#39;..&#39;e:-eda and advised th
some wild statements concerningme vireo

the ;

had ddde

he  the
o would take overDirector! would soon be replaced by Melvin Purvis,

the FBI and OSS.

62-101380-3

�:-2!»;
SI 62�1Ol38O-4-

�9%
sr 62-saves-see  By letter
dated s/is/es!
�-5!*�

"FIu1&#39;o na�pnnnnn 1&#39;9 II Ul92A-92l-nc|+nJ- AI n manna
-LIIIG IGJGIGIIUG 00 u Arivuvauuu VJ u Iru-.7599

the Pbducah, Kentucky, �Sun-Democrat"for 7/22/Z3.

The article was extremely critical of the Director and
commented upon "his treatment of Melvin Purvis, ......" The article
further stated that Purvis stood the haging as long as possible, then �
resigned and was of that date a key man in the office of the Provost
Marshall.

52-Z9244-A
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KW On 12/4/44, a Bureau Agent attended a conference at the Ibr
Crimes Commission regarding possible adoption of the Bureau&#39;s filing

.. s&#39;stem by that organisation. It appeared that the above group
-w;.  égmmission! had visited the Q�fice of Strategic Services on 1271/Z4

and

".J..&#39; �
&#39;1 - .&#39;. the Bureau Agent learned that Colonel Melvin fbrvis had visitedI 1| .

,{u�. �-_, - _o_; VI .
if.-,L_-i. __. g
3"uL-Eh-&#39; � &#39;=
_.,  .
...&#39;,~.;;.
{#-
=�.-. I�!
, , ,1

.&#39;_|_."| .,....¢§ l"
. &#39; A v�@§h!� busy on some other matter whenever the Agent engaged in a conference
:5-" I or meeting with officials at the Phr Crimes Commission.
=*m

the
but
ans

at no time did any official of the Commission mention that fhrvil
along.

@ While at the 088, {bhn Langam of 088 tooh a punch card and
* 92 punched on it Colonel Purvis name and typed on it the information:
- "Colonel Melvin P�rvis, the former G-man who shot John Dillinger."

o Langam told Purvis he might like to keep the cards as souvenir&#39;s and
with that Purvis laughed as though he enjoyed the situation and placed
the fifteen punch cardxin his pocket.

,r.

62- voeva-6

§§.- U3!�
�-?i"*? &#39; l

A news item captioned 9Famous Former G-Man Is Major In
Ibshington" was clipped from the "Carolina Sheri�f and fblice Reviewq,

.1�
b.

OSS, and in all probability Fhrvis was the instigator of the visit;

�5 J�¢*""�ThetBureau hgent&#39;noted£that Colonel Purvis was-always kept 1~

f 1945. The article stated that Melvin Purvis was a major in the Provost
&#39; 5» Hbrshal General&#39;s office in Washington. It also stated that Purvis had
, &#39;-5� �
-u.,. -� declined numerous offers to play a leading role in a movie depicting

John Dillinger&#39;s bloody crime career.er
ta-

- 62-664 61 -.4

1945

+6 �?!"�
~§�._- f �
z .

_ " &#39; On l/Bl/Z5, during the morning news broadcast at 7:30 over
. - radio station ITOR, the news announcer mentioned the Ihr Grimes Division

ig:;*" in the Ihr Department. so stated that Colonel Melvin Purvis was
connected with the work. A

e. .

_ 62-76676-12 �
U8!�

I

_ 92

&#39;I_
3.
-Y

* J

;,_ ,

517.
-17-

;",&#39;I

"Carolina Sheriff and Fblice Review?,
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A news item captioned &#39;?Mrvis Named By ULS. To Track Lbmn
Nazis Accused ?f Atrocities� was clipped from the "Cincinnati
Enquirer" on 2 e/45.

The article announced that Colonel Melvin fbrvis had been
attached to the Judge Advocate General qf the War Department to direct
the capture of Nazi culprits.

_ The article also mentioned Purvis&#39; assignment at the 1
- 0incinnati§and Chicago qgficee qf the Bureau, 1930 ~ 1934.

" 62-&#39;?&#39;6&#39;8&#39;75�A

"Cincinnati Enquirer" 2/B/45
�8! /
SI 62-?6878�A

&#39;Zaily Eapress�1 London England,
12/11/44 _
�5! /

lhis reference is a news item clipped from the Night Report
#1583 of Overseas News Agency, 8/18/45. _

I�e clipping stated that Cblonel Melvin Purvie would
probably be named Chief American Investigator of Iar Crimes. Colonel
Fhrvis had been quietly working on important war crime cases in
Wiesbaden1Qermany for several months.

62- 76878-A

&#39;%verseas News Agency" 8/18/45
O8!/

7-� I c- nectio1 1 1 1» 1 1: �-1 �-1 nto the allegation

r � 3gPgr1 1 �n 1 -1 1- n-- -~ 1*1 3; y "W ,
NY, was interviewed.

advised that in August or September, 1945,
to loan him money to be used to make deposits on

on eu prope y as soon as it was released.
so advise that contact which would help

ther had been

h-=*T<=~»~=~<===told by
in the ernmen was _

1
"- _ _
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column captioned l�roadway" written by Danton
from the Washington Times-Herald of 9/18/45. The
Colonel Melvin Puruis and Major Leon Turrou were

in the Heidelberg, Germany area, supposedly checking rumors that
Hitler was in hiding there.

The news

�alker was clipped
column stated that

94-4-365?-A
Ihshington Times Herald, Q/18/45

, H __ 123!»! n  _ s&#39;1-_L _ , .,.-I -._92-  I ..  - _&#39; &#39; ., K _; &#39;_92-�-�__._. .92-.-I&#39; &#39;1: � .&#39;.-.&#39;_-&#39; -&#39; . . ;»

acquaintance omade the a rain trave ng
betwe he had been in contact

with and advised the former
tion. Ihen yr.

identified himself as a Special Agent of the Bureau,
vised he was personally acquainted with Melvin furvis, and

icated he held a great deal of respect jar the Bureau.

" 100-344642-1

reel _
SI 100-829-531
/n4 I .-
l4*/�

A Bureau memorandum dated 6/Z8/Z6, reflected that in a
conversation between a Bureau Agent and.Lt. Cblonel Tbd Mathewson,
Cbunterintelligence, Tokyo, Japan, lhthewson inquired as to how the
Bureau regarded former Agent Melvin furvis, since it was felt that
because Furvis was well known he might assist the Army as adviser on

olice matters in Japan The Bureau Agent advised he had no informationp .

as to how the Bureau might regard Purvise

sv-409533-ea
C?0!��

In late 1946 or early 194?,

F�iicago who was attenptin
s wife, advised he had retained

. eas an investiaator to assist hin

Melvin fhrvis. 3
in h l time enployedgby the Bureau and that he was a very friend of
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A Bureau memo dated 1/13/4? stated that Dean Bolling of
hashington University had invited the SAC at St. Louis to introduce
Melvin Puruis who was to speak in St. Louis, Ho. on "Tuesday evening"

s, on the subject �Tbn we lessen crime in the United States?"
u,-

Q� �-n I14.
IIIIGO

AA 4-In-n;1n&#39;n|n|4 I924»,4-u--- A
PU� UUUL �III: U61--HUGE UJ

94-1-zszss-es

. I21!/. _ ._� -.  -- -92 -- 1&#39;-¢ 1.---&#39;_- �-._ ..- _-| _.r- ..-4. _ - 1. _ .. ,,..
,1, l ~1~     _.  -,- s_ -_._ ,. .~-

1.

,1
1 1»
- ?.�-l

_ ._.

"I ,_ &#39;  s a ecret erv ce Agent, o a ne over #5, 000 from
y � 0 8

- Fla _., , , V _ I-1+
K

f Fayette, Arkansas between March, 1944 and July, 1
. . H- claimed that the Director and Melvin furvis visited hie cver�nignel [�to discuss the labor situation.

Information taken from letter dated 2/3/4?.

4?-36045-24
�2! 1&#39;
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did not know the identity of the writer, that former employee lblvin
H. Purvis was last known to be operating a radio station at Florence,
South Carolina, and did not have any information that he was in the
Canal Zone.

94-8-702-15

�3!e/
____- _________"_..._ _"_92 ~|_:_, �F. H "I-__;._* _.__h.;_ __,. _..:_,_;_:_ _ .__._.   __,_ .:,92¢_ .� __

..--  ~-e__  r -. --_-  |j--92  -,&#39;:-Q H� &#39;.--_-- -&#39; --,_-4,-�_&#39;.--7:� . g� &#39;:-," i&#39;e- "-� 7

In a letter to yr. Iichols, dated 4/3/$1, Iillian P. Buckley,
Jr.  subject of 94-42995! enclosed a short biographical sketch about
his father and his activities in Mexico. yr. Buckley also stated his
father had recently made the acquaintance of Melvin Purvis who spoke
very highly of Ir. Nichols. yr. Purvis and Buckley, 8%., were lunohing
together on 4/7/51 prior to the annual steeple chase races.  Place not
given!. _

94-42995�4
�3!>/

A letter dated 10/4/31 addressed to IT. lblvin fhrvis from
Ralph Birby, c/o The Salvation jrny, San Bernardino, Galif., was node
available by Hr. Puruis on 10/26/31. The letter was very incoherent
and rambled on about various subjects.

Bureau files showed Bizbg to be a nental case.

Marginal notation: Q10/29/51<H?. Purvis advised that previous
reports indicated Bixby is a mental case."

KAKAOQQ 144-�QC, Q�l&#39;!TJ92Q444&#39;
92�JlIU&#39;92l§ L&#39;UU°&#39;| §"�ILv.§w
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, Er. 9.5. Halters requested
information regarding Melvin Purvis Mr. halters had attended school
with a Melvin fhrvis and believed the former Bureau Agent might be the
same individual.

nu 1-+¢-q _--l_-@L-A 1n/
Dy L¬bbC! puavmurncu Lv/

On ll/6/Bl, the above letter was acknowledge and suggested
that Hr. Ialters communicate with Phrvis who had accepted a position
with a Special Subcommittee of the Senate Cemmittee on Fest Q�fice and

,Uivil Service, #*¢~~7?&#39;{,i�~ _
&#39; "W A i A e2-o-sees?

 -13!�

This reference is a memorandum dated 3/l?/52 enclosing copies
of information in answer to a questionaire received from Melvin Purvis,
Chief Counsel of the Senate Sub-Committee on Federal Manpower Policies,
seeking information concerning organization and methods work.

e2-eesee-32
�6!/�

on 3/28/52, the two sons of Melvin Purvis, with a friend came
to the Bureau_for a special tour. At the end of the tour they returned
to the Senate Q�fice Building to meet their fathers.� Melvin Furvis, Jr.
was very enthusiastic about guns and apparently he and his father have
o joint collection of all types.

94-2-27585
622!v/

be former Bureau Agent, advised he had had a long
talk with who infonmed him that he was discouraged over
the possibility of accomplishing anything in view of the set up of the
Senate Post Office and Civil Service Cbmmittee. av. Purvis indicated
that it was a hopeless situation and that he, Furvis, would be glad
to leave on 3/Bl/52, that he would leave sooner except he had promised
to remain and get out a report.

It appeared that one Joseph Albert Keefer was the man behind
the scenes directing the investigating staff of the Committee rather
than Melvin iurvis. ;

ea-essee-2e
£19!�
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On 10/24/.52, Roger Touhy  subject of 62-oeess!, through nu
attorney, filed a complaint for civil damages against the Director
and additional individuals, including Melvin fhrvis, to recover
$1,500,000 damages resulting from an alleged conspiracy to deprive
fbuhy of rights asguaranteed by the US Constitution and laws.

lhformation taken from memo to the Attorney General, 10/25/52

_ H� 62-98259- 5
._; .  IQJV, �

On 2/l8/54, the Assistant Attorney

ge�guy yeller males reference  Q a &#39;
Robbery"and the following of interest to this sunmary is quo

ink

ted.

"You may chech where Hr. Melvin Furvis, cane across so nuch
money in 1953. He paid $350,000.00 deposit on the franchise on the.
new Television Station that is going through Je�ferson Standard. Also
paid City Councilman Stone, $50,000.00 to drop his application in for
the same station. I do know Mr. Purvis in l950J95l and 1952 was

hunting for money because some of his radio announcers at I.0.L.8. had
to find other jobs because they were not making enough money to take
care of their families. In 1953 Hr. furvis and Chief Price, e Ken
Corbit, became very good friends."

63-623-7
 Fhotostat of letter enclosed!
�9!;,

A Bureau memorandum dated 2/19/53 sets out contacts with the
New York Q�fice by the Columbia Broadcasting System in preparation for
the television program &#39;Tbu here There" to be broadcast on 2/22/53.

On 2/18/53 it was learned that the above program regarding
the apprehension of John Dillinger was inspired by Melvin fhrvis and
because of Purvis interest in the script, the CBS-T7 technician was
not given a detailed tour of the N! Q�fice. f

94 -4 -925-242 &#39;

�2 !.,-
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By letter dated 2/20/.53, wtzztam Dozier, Executive Producer,
Dramatic Programs on CBS Television, NYC, advised that the scri t on
&#39;WWe Capture of John Dillinger�� which was used on the program";bu

Are There" was prepared in close consultation with Melvin Purvis.

On 2/2?/53, the above correspondence was acknowledged and
Mr. Dozier was advised that many realistic and honest facts had been

ignored.

94 -4 -925-245

Q2!� .

In early October 1955, the steering committee of the
"Committee of 52" circulated a resolution calling for preservation of
constitutional government and racial segregation. Ebamination of the
resolution showed that Melvin Furvis of Florence, South Carolina, was
a signer of the resolution.  Source not given! �

l05�42?93"1
 lhotostat of resolution enclosed!
 ~&#39;=�4!/ .
SI 105-42793-3

�5! /

On l0/l6/56, Mr. David McLeod, Mayor of I�orence, South
Carolina, advised that he had discharged Julian A. Price as Chief of
Police in Florence because he was ine�ficient, immoral and conducted
a personal taxi business, the driver&#39;s of whom were known peddlers qf
whiskey after legal hours. McLeod stated his strongest opposition
was Melvin Purvis, and that he had heard indirectly that furvis had
bitterly criticized McLeod and had indicated he would run for the
Mayoralty in the next city election for the express purpose of defeating
McLeod so that Price could be re-hired as Chief of fblice.

62-7514?-49-79 encl. p.65
U3!�
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A Los Angeles Qjfice airtel dated 7/9/55 advised that Ihrner
Brothers were concerned with securing releases dealing with the
portrayal of individuals in the motion picture "The FBI Story" who were
still living.

In regard to Melvin Purvis, he was not included in the
script, nor was his name mentioned, howevcr,he was present at three
instances brought out in the story. The Los Angeles Qjfice suggested
that the Bureau furnish the Legal Department at Iarner Brothers with
Puruis&#39; address.

62-104323-234
 not indexed!

A memorandum dated 7711/38 to Hr. Tblson from yr. Nease stated
that the Los Angeles Qjfice had been advised that the Bureau felt it
unnecessary to make contact with Melvin Puruis in so far as obtaining
a clearance was concerned.

&#39; 62-104323-190

 l9!L/

The following reference is a Tbsur Log and therefore is not
being abstracted:

Regepence Sear;h_S1ip fhggéf
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RETERETIUES HOT INCLUDED IN THIS SZTINJBY

See the search slip filed behind file for other references
on this subject which contain the same information  SI! that is eat
out in the main file. If the source or informant is different, it
will be noted on the search slip.
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_ =1-llild-mannered Melvin
ahot

407"! John Di er and Pret-

ty Boy Floyd in bloody gang-

ieter cleanups at the 1930:, died
�I11 his own hand today.

Pm-via, 56, who had left the

FE in 1935 to iollow careers
M aw end broadcasting, shot
jhimself with e .45 caliber eu-
tomatic pistol in his home
,here. Hi; physician said he
�bed been depressed and �in
_ poor health recently . l -
; _Coroner &#39;Wi11larn"!&#39;. Eaddy
geld I eel!-in�icted -ahet
through the jaw �brought deeth

y before noon in the up-
" _ hallway oi hle home.
92 Into ran £1-om the garden
� a" ahot ranl out and

und the body. -
l
�_ one Through Dillinger

&#39;- Twenty-�ve year: ago,
a law graduate of the Uh
iy od South Carolin .Eu! e �icked teem org}

ente as agent-tn-charge o

znphnmn <=!=1¢-I»ce.. . - -n - ;.

,�I_t wee the Dillinger shoot-
that broutht Purvia ne-

heedlinee.� Dillinger,
ed ��le most brazen outlae,

Jesse James," Iliked
&#39; oi a Chicago movie house

_ e night of July 22, 1934, end
a iuailiade of ahota from

en when he ltarted to rtIn._
Dillinger had been aoughtg

the country for at leaeti
mm-den and hank robber»
netting idtll��. &#39; *

On Oct. 22. 1N4, Purvis� men
cornered Pretty BO!" Floyd;

�ick-helred deeperedoj
et death in a corn�eld north�

&#39; fF&#39;§$,I1,,9_tm!F!&#39;B|

as
~

Y

gt

lw.

amed
groove: end crime-
p�ta coma the walla be
pde rl�ea and other th-arms
r His office laid he-had been,
-In Welhinli-On three Week!�
.ago to _heip prepare recom-.
jmendations for the improve-I
;ment oi Federal justice admin-i
iatratimi for the Senate Judi-
Eiery Comm:lttee._ &#39; ".-&#39; " &#39;

[ While in Waihington he
pame down with the �u end�
fiu�ered an arm  a tam-
Ily physician Ill "

Purvie, horn Oct. 24.-1%,
Tlmmonevlli . S. C.

accused

e
hlewileand.
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Fouml by Wile

v Mr. Punris. 56. wuifo

Purvis

� &#39; ll!!-! .

D09
um:
su

mitice by Senator Johnston�Democrat of South Csr line. s
I &#39; o�ice

" hesrinl

Un

D-19  Rev. I-ll

l nommcz. . c.. Feb. 29
. A.Pi.-Melv1:,/ . one of
�the %esm ch e-hot Gun-
man o D�linser in the 1930:,

�iwss iound dead at his hcmc
tocisy oi s sell-in�icted Pistol

ishot.
1 Mr. Pu:-vie. President of the
l�orenee Broadcasting 00.. no-
erlting WOL8 in Florence. had
been home ill with whet hadmbeen diagnosed ss nu tor the

Ag; wee; em; s  &#39; -
i His omce aid he came down
[vim the �u in Weahlniwn
�three weeks sin. He hsd been
|there, hie o�ce slid, in con-
nection with work ss chic!
counsel ct the United Btiltee
Benste Judiciary Committee on
Recommendation; tor Improve-
ment in the Administntions of
Federsl Justice.
I Coroner wnum &#39;r. mad:

it I&#39;ll s seii-in�icted
eund unaer the jee.

und
~desd in the lending oi sn up-
stairs hall in hie home by his

Jite. Mrs. Roeenne aid
{she was in the yard when s
llh�t sounded.
F The Punris physio Dr.
�Wei sd said

n en

Iheslth recently.

�BYBIIOQ.

tar Me e. Mr Puma H°"�°"°&#39;-
had bee depressed a in bed °�&#39;" 1&#39;"

Hr. Purvie was s inted
inst Aunmt ls chief co l of
the Benste Judlcisry boom-

n
O

ionltimepersonsiiriedsnd

The Senators said
Senator Johnston was �grieved

upset liter the
Purvir death. -

t

hotel

tier s
errsnzement he re-

i&#39;;;#��@"�°�F"�-
 ;"4_"»iY&#39;! ;Volsne lep�l  &#39;
 -- was his sewed tour of

-92 here ss s counsel tor s

- .-.=~..- r 9:. Pu.-1&#39;2, em et

vsmnvmrtmvrs
srmrsm .

stud:/ins civil service. Hr. Pur-
�ris produced s. 14-volume re-
port in more thsn two rests of
Jnvestisstion, ceiling sttention
{to the slsrinz inequities oi� re-
Iduction-in-torce practices. isck
�oi incentive programs, persons!
isvoritlsm and vetersnr pret-

1 olverne�-snkeysnll

..�, � _ I

� . _ . . -_ &#39; B� ii La .� 9292

Purvls Ends Own L|fe;~ 4

; lnonDilIinger Ki|ling�9219292

_ h

Hollywood made s movie
testurins Ir. Purris and his

rests with m� A recent
television show pwtrsyed

. Punt!� role in
th the capture ct Dillinger.
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To 1 Mr. Mohr K
FROM 5 C. D. DeL0ach

g For your information, we have been deluged with calls from the
local newspapers and wire services for information concerning the suicide oi
Melvin Purvis.=f�auaAI&#39;.

We lave con�ned our remarks to the fact that Purvis came into

| the Bureau on February 4, 1927, and resigned August 5, 1935, while �aecial
Agent in Charge oi the Chicago Oiiice.

The "Star" and United Press International  UPI! have asked ii
the Director had any comment, and they were advised that he was not readily
available to comment at this time.

Donovan oi UPI asked if Purvis was in charge of the raid that
killed Dillinger, and Kemper told him no, that Inspector Cowley was in charge
of this raid. 92 - e
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Files will be checked and a letter prepared to Mrs. Purvis if
deemed advisable. _
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