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"T mad g«-mus of thc .San Fruncisco
. bﬁ?’.fﬁg’courl jester” ... Y@ publm.’y
.mad pettifogger” . . “the 8. Hur
of.  the .-legal: . pm[rssum —these  are
»among the kinder things said about fun
anasro attorney Meloin Mowron' Belli
pronounced “bell-cyc”). That he is un-
questionably among the greatest living
dtrial lawyers, however, is concerled cinen
_;by Belli'slegion of ene mies, including 1o
"L few as formidable in stature as the 41 Leri-
:can Bar dssociation, the Jmerican Me di-
cal Association. most major  iusurance
' firms, J. Edgar Hoover, Rubert ]\'('»-,,_‘-,!)'.
Richard Nixon .and. pe rhaps most
ently, the aly of Dallas, Texas, ever sivice
Jack Ruby—uwith Belli us-his counsel—-.

re-

was sentenced to death there jor e
nurder of Lec Harvey Oswald.

2 An eminent attorney long bejore the
Ruby trial, “Belli has had more cijest wn

the law in the past tew yoars i quy 30
lawyers in the last cc S in
:sibly oveventhusiastic opinion of cof-
eague. Indeed, many
established, or carvied  Jovward,
Sprecedents in dmerica’s croil and crim-
tnal law. Defending those accused of va e,
robber)' assault, arson, wmurder, fraud,
[nm/nnq, tncome-tax evasion, [m wery and
.even overlime /unl.m" he has won lit-
_erally hundreds of cvivinal cuses. Bui he
" ¥s best known as “The King ‘of Torts”"—
-a title he cordially dislikes—for his vic-
> tories in wmove than 100 /)cumlulznl-n)
“and medical-malpractice suits. in which
s he has earned for clicnts awards rang-
e .

[ FUUO
chie jaes-

Gf LIS cases e
niajor

. .

ingz from $100,000 to a record-setting
$675,000.  He has lso pionecered the
use of “demonstrative cvidence”
juries—graphic, and sometimes grisly,
courtroom displays of artificial limbs, au-
tomy plotogy npl s, skeletons, manne-
q'um, A rays, wilnesses on strelchers—
inspiring William Prosser, {qrmer (’crm
of the University o[ California  Iaw
School, 1o call hine “a Hollywood pro-
“ducer,” and his tricis “Lp:a a[ the super-
1.‘:;16{.:{:1:“ So potent is the Belli image,
however, that defendant insurance com-
panies have sometimes made substantial
setdoraesils when were mention eas
wméde that Dellt weghi be hived.

An international law pmclicc plus a
prodigious schedule of writing, lecturing
and teaching, takes Belli avound the
seorld, wsualdly foicwed by a seake of
controversy. But-no cowe las carned fin
as many Licadlines as the one he losr 13
wzontiy ago in Dudice where e caised a
conrlroom sensali v deaping apy wjier
tire annowrcement .,;' the werdict,
in his eyes, to denounce “he deatlt sen-
fence jor Jack Ruby s “the shotgu jus-
lice of « kanguroo sourt”

. It ivas to explore the issues and the
aftermath of this histeric ivial, as well
as the other unpoplnlar cawss he las es-

boused during his 32vear carecy, thut we
went to San Franciseo emly this spring

for an exclusive inier vew with the cm-

Uattled 57-year-old artormey. He greeted

us in the three-story Belli Luilding.
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. vidioe: EAYTRREY i‘ﬁ?ﬁ“rh.":;;m "I
Q) 1 )awaid .\lll)ll‘d{ ¥ heen Nsent prior-
iy for the o ooan Bar Assaciation—
while lie was alive. But pot until Oswald
was safely dead did he get a covisel.
When bis lawyer conlda’t he cinbarrassed
by being seen sitting next to an assassitt,
an un]mpulnr ;lrlvml:uu. then natiotd
ALBL AL president Walter 1.
:;ppuinu-al to represent Oswald at the
Wirren Commission hearing. .
pLayBOY: Despite the Warren Reporl,
dre beliel persists in some civcles, espe- -
oally abroad, that Oswall and Ruby i
were patics toa right-wing plot against
the President’s life-—a plot in which the

e
PLAYBOY: You i e th
worTT “arthe wmae hasi ety nt
0 defend the pzn'i.\lutd. vpupalar dee
fendant.” you prowed your point when .
Cyou Adefendind Jack Ruby. \wendd you
have heen s willing to deiemt tee Os
o wald it hie had Tiviad? . .
. pELLY: | would hive hated to, for 1 loved .
|:uk,l§cnm‘lly ey mucl. ot as a Law-
Nr 1 st b ledge that oy e
charged with any (rime, however _hri-
“pous, i entitled o competent vepi senta-
tion.s So il O-wald had lived, amd he
hadn't bren able to obain other compe:
_-lculfnun.wl, and I had been asked to -

Craig wiis

ke his Casc—yes. | wouhl have repre- i Fisl, the Searet Gervice and even the
v esented him. 1} had .rdus‘cd. I feel 1 ¥ Warren Conpmission conspired 10 con-
_woultthave had 1o turn in my shingle. 1 ceal “the wruth.” Do you feel that these : '
“like to think that the American Bar suspicions have any substunce? o a3
= hasw't sunk 50 lovwe that there arc not petu; Theyre hallucinatory and utter- ¢ ’
“other defense atorneys in this country iy prcposlcrous.Doyml want toknow who ! . ;
- ‘who would have Jone the same thing. 1 believe is solely respousible for starting i S
PLAYBOY: Do you! Wink Oswalds rights these rumors? The Dallas police depurt- 0 e
as an accused Wt '-‘“"‘I“““'lY.I"“"Cf“'d sment il the Dallas district anorney’s t Y
by the Dallas authoritics? oftice. "Lheir ominous insinuations that
BELLLE: Oswald's treatment by 1he Taw was Oxswald and Ruby knew each other start- 5 .
the biggest seandal in the history of Qd duriug'lhc rial. In the Juedpe’s cham- '
American justice. The world saw the ivers 1 lru'fl to pcrsiu:ulc the, DAL © :
horendons .\‘pcelndc of Oswald without announce in court that (hn'_c was 1o : :
legal counscl, interrogated for hours and truth  to  those nun'()rs—-wh;ch mulfl
H B thrust into that Frid:uy-uighl mob-seenc © Jiave been (luzhlwd right there—-hut 1 :
3 ;"pi'c.\s (*nulrrrnu-f' Tand shouivd  gues ;nppc:u'cd to me that the 1A :.'n(ml)'n_gml P
’ x|im\§ in pu\icc headquarters conridors. them, so s to make jack Rathy scem some no
_) “§1e had no counsct Lo object a8 dosens of kind of c(mspir:nlmiul manster. So the .
: selfsccking. sellserving “quithorinies” rumer that he had Killed Oswald to i -
2 ~volunteered 10 the pross heiv !n'c.i_u(li- tenee him got cabled abroad, and it “‘gé i
X cial, incriminating and otherwise pnwar: sicadily mashromned, besmitchiing the 3
A © ganted  staremens regarding Oswalid's jmage tot onby of ory law-enforcement
: goilt. 11 went 2 fall day without et i agencies, s of cur nation. 1t has heen
2 sel, Inomy belicf. the public’s o niing Lrade W appear thatour F131 cither coniie. .
) ounry duimad the city into wnding the not or would not repoit the fall stony ot :
o m esident of the -Diallas Bar Association, l‘uc'_'_x_)lm." ‘Fhere was even An_puirageous : .
3] 11, Lotis Nichols, 10 visit hir v Ris cell. rumor that ouy owh President Lyndon . B i
3 As far as | kuow, Nichols has never Johnson conspired in the assassination, - ;
- been iuside @ wiat courtroont except for 1o succeed o the Presidency. Now, {
:0 official inductions to office, culogics and Lnow as much about the assassination
ol ceremonial purposes: this legal paragon as any man alive, and 1 an el you flatly
12 then did whint strikes me ds “““‘i“k“""c that itawas the barren, solitary act of Lee
<3 and unforgivable by gi\'ing an interview Oswald, T1e was o crazy mat. And he
13 to the press that, l”""'f“‘ly rd"s"'""‘:d and Ruby  were stratigers. These are
5 Oswald's obvious and valid d“';"‘"“cf that {acts. ‘1The mos incredible thing to me
he was mentally deranged. Nichols told § s why the FBI didn't pass along 1o he
! the press that “he l"“kf“l porfealy all ¥ geeret Service the lengthy file it had on
: right 1o me.” which gr:nnm.msl',':u'ul autos Oswiild, But as anach as I detest the
8 © matically hetped he Dallas establishment 1 type of man that J. Edgar Hoover is. 1
19 condution public @ yinion against any i £ 't make m'yscl[. believe that the FBI
= 9. aanity defense by Oswald. Where \.\'ns :?“ or the GIA or anyone clwe sulnu'c.\wd
1 Oswirhd delense ‘."“"-“" to sevcamm in pro- Enowledge of Ly plot. On the YWarien
32 test when Dallas ln;n:sc(:ul:'n' told nu.lhnns ('Iunuuissimn. we had seven wise and hou-
2 : _watching on television. Oswald s dfc grable men, some of the besto I ey
»3 puilty e Thewe is no doubt about it. couldn’t come up with the truth, then
14 amd we're poing 10 vy Liml” What kind Gud pity us Al
)5 of defense counsel would have consented PLA,YBOY:' What significance do you At
1R <t the Dalias police dcp:\nmcn'.'s. utrerly wch to Wanren's statement, during e

-)

unbrifcsoly. slupid“;\clp( e O

Commission’s deliberations, that the fall
sory ol the assassination “won’'t come
out in our: lifetimes™?

geltl: Nonc. That was a horsc’s-ass

_thiTig Yo Justice, Warren to 53y T don't
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you're looking tor ueil tv, though,
1 can 1cll you sometly ot people
never knew. ‘Uhe night sefore Oswald
was shot, [ learned, a Dallus policemman .
and  his girlfricad  alked with Jack
Ruby, trying to get him 1o approve of

i the “klea of having  Oswald lynched.

{ Their reason was that, they koew whatha

. weak-minded guy Jack Ruby was. At the

o trialy ] never meptioned the cop and his

i girl, beeaunse I never could locate them

¢ again; they just disappeared.

* prAvsoy: Why did you take on the Ruby -

. casc Some say it was for the publicity. .
_8ELL: Look,"1'm for. hire. I will defend:

"3 -anyone who comes to me—even the pres-

*% “jdent of the Bat Associntion suing a guy

% for ‘defamation; for, accusing him of -4

%« being a liberal, in favor of civil rights, ;

“duc progess of law, and against wirc tap--

-ping. My, service to the community as a-

3 trial lawyer is that,§ am for hirc by

»;' cither side. As _far as publicity is con:

JO\;.RA;..;"\).

.
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forc that_travesty of a trial ever came
along. Ny motive in.taking the cise was -
-that T hoped 1 might bé able to do some-

I~ .

psychiatry, for law, “and for tolerance.” -
- But I didn’t volunteer for the job. Jack’s
“brother Earl asked me if I would take -
. thic case. and he offered -me a defense {ec
et ool S100,000. ‘

SIS VAR

O oo
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" your decision? :
“geti: T oagreed to take the case for the

" reasons I've just stated. But since you've
brought up the moucy, it might interest

. you to know that 1 never got anything
like $100.000 for the case. Winn 1 got
w:ls.‘(lcl)!s—')il’:s. expenses for our delense
team, for the medical experts who flew to
Dillas to testify for Ruby, and other costs. -

I did-get about $12,000 from the Rubys,
but I paid for cvery other cent of the
costs out of my own pockct—about.

i $15.000. It might also interest you to

know that T was offcred $100,000 from -

¥ another source not to defend Jack Ruby. -
I'm not saying what source.

: PLAYBOY: "There has been some specula-
" “tion that the offer cume from a well-’
Voo . - e . .11 Le. ot

knewn right-wing Dallas oil millionaire.

st I that’s ‘what you heard, that’s:

what you heard? ” <o

pLAYsOY: That's all you want to say

about i@ '
. seu; No morc—now. ’

© 7. praysoY: All right. Once you 'ncccpt-:-
ed the case, what made you dcecidec on a

. plea of temporary insanity?

" meitk The incontrovertible  cvidence
of psychiatric examinations. Jack Ruby
was and is a very sick man who belongs

in a mental hospital. We owed to our

@ i pational image a dramatic example of

T héwiifeAmcrican legal systcrpursd

n" R _:‘z'ﬂ_:‘ps .. m o
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- '{to' face in that city. There isn't one fair-
_ . ‘minded lawyer who won't appreciate . §
“ cermed; I'd had my fill of that long be- . . iwhat I'm saying when the transcript can

. thing for that sick'man, Jack Ruby, for . -

! praveoy: Did that sn‘l'm' play any part in e ]

= peratively, and in cars that a kanguroo

[N o M3 s o

che incongy in our lw's uneor-
sstanding Sental ilness. Jodeed, for ¢

1 the world G s and appreciate the mod-
“ern medical specialty of psvehiotherapy’
1at work was onc of the great prevsises of
Uthat trial. And those brilliant clinical -
experts—psychologists and neurologists |
_who .cxamined Jack Ruby put to-;
gether an unmistakably clear picture of . 3
. ‘a mentally unstable man whom the as- .
" sassination had stunned - and shocked
{and impelled into {rantic, "atiention-
!secking compulsions beyond his power'
I o control. Nothing I've ‘ever senséd in’
. yadvance about the line of defense for a
" |client has- ever been more graphically -
{justificd by the evidence—or more ig-
;nored by a.jury. .
.- T never dreamed what a- kuangaroo » ¥
" icourtof mockery and errors and pnr:j-'zj1
" ‘udice in law and decency we were going - §

" 'be read: I've disagreed with jury verdicts
‘before; every lawyer has. But I've never
:felt that the jurors ‘weren't honestly

_trying 1o do their very best—except on
!that black day there in Dallas.

ipLaYBOY: Bitter criticism and even

‘ American Bar Association ceusure have
‘been leveled at you for shouting after
“the verdict, “May 1 thank the jury for ~_
.victory of bigotry and injustice!” Hov- A
‘do-you feel about it now? .. s
BELLE: As outraged- as 1 did then’ It
was @ spontancous outburst of horvor at
the cailous death sentence from a jury |
that had tanen acrualiy less thin one
‘hour to consider all of the complex
scientific testimony alout that jpitifal,
, afllicted little man. 1 shouted long, vitu-

fw e b

o0 tlo\m&wl\)';ﬂog‘n,

i ot I v 1N

4 court and a bigoted jury had railroaded |
i Jack Ruby to purge their collective con-
_science in a rape of American justice |
i that made Dallas a city of shame forever-
:more. Too often have our courts of law
ishown us that vindictive streak, that
idrive to heap society’s sins upon an indi- !
‘vidual, that hypocritical refusal to face!
ifacts inhcrent in which are unpleasant
%trulhs about ourselves. The watching,
« .i listening world needed to hear a voice!
"from among those Americans who recog-i
“nized what had happened, and who were
“sickened by Dallas® cruclty, the smug-
“ness. the community defensiveness i
the hlind determination to crucily one,
“man for cveryoud’s sins. :
. ptAYBOY: Do vou think that's any
more true of Dallas than it would have
Leen ol any other city where the = si-
- dent might have been murdorci )
BELLE: 1u's wundguely wue of
Lis is unlike any other city s, <
even the rest of Texus thask G- is
diterent from Dadlas. Federal Judy -
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1% s, praised and  repueied {
’ ‘terms as cmurder capital ot e warldl”
C3 *asick ity Ta fosea ing sore,” “u city of

; to them alter we fry him!
" Dallas is where Adkui Sievenson was
spat upon and hit upon the head with a
. picket sign, and where the American flag
was hung upside. down by General Ed--.
" win Walker, an ardent advocate of the

Leiabreen o
(U CTRHTIE

fas i such

same G hate.” Here ds a city where a

minister told bis flock, “If any of you
vote for this Catholic Kennedy. don’t
you cver come o my, church  again
He,
and o

s o city where 1 ook my wile
an to.a beautiful Baptist church

i
H

R

and on the Sunday’ program in usher °
gave. me, the Lord's  message: was
squeezed down in @ corner under “the .
chiurch’s impressive balance sheet full of .
dolar signs. Here is a city where I en- -
tered ‘a“ barbershop, unrecognized, and :
‘someonc discussing the trial said, “I hear -
“they got those Jew psychiatrists out from
Maryland,” and somecone replied,*Yeah,
with their slick Jew lawyers.” I swept the
" towel “from around my neck, *stood
straight up, gave the Nazi salute, yelled
“tdchtung! Heil Faller!”, and goose-

teppedl outside. Here is a city whose

rosccutor saicl of a St. Patrick’s Day pa- -
Y-rade, “Maybe we're prcssing our l_uck too
far to allow another parade so soon for
-} another Irishman!” And the same pros-
ecutor said, “Well, if they want to look
inside of Jack Ruby’s brain, we'll give it

philosophy ol the John Birch Society. In
Dallas in 1960 cven Lyndon Johnson amd
his lady had been insulted. Dallas s a city
where the “Minutewomen™ get on tele- -
phones and, cail all over wiih sudh mes
sages as “Moental health is Communisiic”
and “Fluoridition of water is Commu- .
nistic.” '
pLAYBOY: Aren’t you describing the
activitics of a lunatic fringe? .
BEWE: Look, I'm uot talking about all .
the citizens of Dallas. F'm talking about .

-the oligarchy that- rules and runs the !

city. I'd be the first to admit that some }
of America’s truly finc people live there. :
In Dallas I mect two of the greatest

stand-up guys I ever knew: Stanley Mar- -

cus of Neiman-Marcus—it took Visceral |
courage to spcak out as he did; and Rab-

v ©f
bi Silverman—hc was one of the bravest

men there. No, my contempt is reserved .
solcly for the city's archreactionary oli- .
garchy. You know what made them madl-
der at me than anything else? "It was
when I said what symbolized Dallas for
me: a gold-plated bidet 1'd seen with a
philodendron growing out of it. They
were cnraged at the implicuion that
they hadn’t known what to do with i
wWell, 1 take that back. They da know
what they can do with it

. er said he was going to sce 10 the “safc-
2 S Tenalill, my ¢fTAFASSTSINL,

-

I'll never forget how Sherift Bill Decks .

gty

: Whenever it gets, to the point .ere in

+ sandwich board. 1'd howl to the heav-

“know. 1 know just how to do it. In any

" rern, but we're going 0 walk “down
i goddamn Aain Street to the courthouse.

i Congress and walk outside wearing a

Loalns

y conrt Cheoie LadTics
q s et R we '
S0 mu.«.l,(.“m_h fecling .nru-uml here”
told himg,,, ook, I appreciale your con-

America, in my own country, that 1
cn't walk down any main street as a
trial lawyer, then I'll hav ake d !
rial lawyer, then ave to take down '
3

my shingle.”- And I would. I'd go to 3

ens. I might have to do.some flamboyan,
things to get my story - heard, but. yo-

case, we did'walk down that Main Strec
in Dallas to the trial, but I'm geing to
* tell you the truth, I was scared shitless. |
used to say, despite all my enemics, thay
no one would ever actually want té\
shoot me. But now, after walking down
that street and seeing .the hate in the ¥
eyes of everyone who watched, 1 never
would say that again. .
PLAYBOY: Was your outburst in court
;the reason for your being dismissed s §
Ruby’s lawyer after the trial?
geL: 1 was not fired. I bowed out of
my own accord. I lost my objectivity that B
day in Dallas. Once I lose my objectiv-
ity, I've lost my value in our adversa.y L S8
system of justice. So T got out of the caze.)
It's as simple as that . Xs
pLAYBOY: What do "you think will -e
sult from the appeal of Ruby’s conv.c
tion which is now pending? s
gerel: 1 think that everyone in ]n\-}ﬁ
knows what will almost _automaticaliuig
happen when an appellate  court 14:&"
views that trial wanscript away from
thae emotionally charged Dallies court-
voom. 1 pray to God that the terrible
miscarringes of American justice - that
‘trial transcript contains will cause the
casc 1o be reversed. And I pray, for the
sake ol that sick, pathetic littie man,
Juck Ruby—whosc already  parancid-
i schizophrenic condition has deteriorated
shockingly ‘during his long imprison-
ment without psychiatric care, and who:
has wried several times to commit suicide .
in his cell, once by butting, his head
i against the wall—that his cruel deah
-sentence will be commuted to life im-.
prisonment in a mental hospaal,” where
he has belonged. since the day they put
him in Dallas’ city jail a year and a all]
ago. ‘ )
PLAYBOY: l)o you favor capital pune
ishutent in murder cases where the assail-
ant is adjudged meotally sound?
pettt: 1 don't taver institutional venge-
ance under any civcunntances. Who i
God's name has the right to pasciadge
ment on the life of anoher o+ sn
being? Who's to usurp this .Ei\i.i(;.:'!,:c-
rogative? Only 2 primitive mine fance
tions this kind of barl.rity. Juat Tk
. the creeps who are in “ayor ol ii:
ihe feeling they want © e b s 1o
pulr e sWitch. Dick Nixon is &%

3w T WP A 2 TP 0 o
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‘t ¢r, | hink were slonly ;0 Wi
j“‘e!a'rFTikcly it's because of th -
{ing rate of ‘population growliFR .
the poor, the uneducated-and the wider
privileged in our squalid, sprawling city
slums; because of the struggle o retain; |
our’ individual " identitics in Cincress-
‘ingly’ anonymous  mass 'socicty; “becawse |

i

strictures, . which has sct many young ;-
people morally; adrift; ‘bécause: we find : -
ourselves burdened with more  lcisure |
time than_ever before, and the Devil is
_finding- work for idle .hands; and mayhe
pnr(ly.bcqmﬁé we have too many luws
telling us what not to do—some of them

'\‘O
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-
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|

|

damned silly laws. Instead of “trying 10 1!

1 legislate -morality- for:adults, why. don’t i
i

“we try.teaching itjto: children? The bet
1 ter, lhi;"_'_xp,ore‘_tbleramly,f the ‘more sym-
3" pathetically we educate our children, the
less crime we'll have when they grow up, i
pLAYBOY: " Anoihéry legal Litechnicality” l
decried, and’occasionally defied, by law-!
enforcement ‘officials is the' Constithition- |’
al amendment ihat safeguards the public i
ifrom “unreasonable’ scarches and  sci-’
- zures,” thus, prohibiting police, say. on ai
'g:nmblingi'pr:\"iéeA raid, from cntering. a,
private residence. without - knocking, ori -
-from searching a premises- without a:
: warrant. Do they have a valid complaint?:
.gewt:- In a ‘wotd, no. I'm still. Viciori-,
‘2 an enough to feel that my home is ny .
castle. Damn i, if I were growing mari-

T
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} i]. Edgar get a search warrant before 1'd
1% him wipe his fect on my door mat. -
‘Once. the uninvited have the cartes
"} planche right to prow! my home and
"7 1 search my person, next they'll be tres-’
| passing in my mined, us theyre already -
_ . rying 1o do ‘with  truth serum and lic .
A »-".; detectors. Such Gestapo information pro-
cedures arc “not only uniecessary but *
unendurable in a democracy. :
Except perhaps to our God, we all |
have a fagade, even to our closcst
friends; some of us cven to ourselves,
and to OUr Spouses—our SPouses in pil

el v, e
4OV by

e

Tes Al gas

A8 ws wa me

14

good that we have it, but I'don’t believe:
the state or anyone clse has a right to |

pierce that fagade .without the individ- |

. good therapy for us Lo have the veil |
drawn -aside. But that's the psychother-
I apists’ realm, not the cops. )

_plaYsoY: How do you. fccl about Te-
- galized wire tapping? Is it- morally or '
_legally defensible? ~ ) :

~and ‘truth scrum, isn't only impolite, it's
wmorally, legally, innately wrong; it stinks
of spying. We can’t let Big Brother get
aavay with it. He's already got his long
i arm up to the clbow into our pocket-
i books, our offices il our daily life.

, PLAYBOY: Doesn't your own firm cm-
i ploy wire tapping in its investigative
Tworky . e s .

ana in my back'yard, Fdstill insist. thags © -

E . . B - . . L ! .
“of our liberation . from Victorian, sexual - -

#§. ticular, for .that matter. It may nog be .

17 34 ual’s consent—even though it might be &

BELL:; Wire 'tapping, “Jike lie” detectors -

S R SR I

hae vy b ‘.:"h'.h-'-. o e
the tts—y Poproad use, which

_makes @18 cous Yse unavaidable. 16 1'mi
a layman, | can uun away, frone an ugly
Cwound, but not il P'ma surgrm\—:\ml as
Ca lawyer, T am a surgeon of sortu § have
Cto ane vvery means at my command 1o
D vepresent my client, just as a surgeon hias
10 e every instroment or drug at his
communl i save hiv patient To's simply
that bugging is now so commonplice
that no conscientious and realistic baw-
yer, however much he ll«_:plorcs it, h» .
.“any choice but 10 usc it o7
« PLAYROY: Amang the staunchest support-
l '_'crs’(')( legalized clectronie surveitlanee
"is the FBIT What do you think of its
Feannted reputation for scientific crime
detcction? ) ’ :
! peti: “Vheir technical expertise is more
j impressive than their: reputation. Sure,
it's a patriotic institution, as sacrosanct,
as’ motherhond—but both can get a bit
sickening  when overportrayed, which

1 ¢! pravsoy: We take it you're not ool of

they. are. While it spends_its. time and
the taxpayers’ moncy chasing two-bit car
thicyes and looking for Communist spics
in Greyhound bus stations, organized
crime continucs to get fat off of prostitu-
tion, dope, gambling, “juice” and mur-
der for hire; it's the nation’s biggest
Lusiness. With its resources and its pow-
_er, there's no reason in God's world why
the FBI couldn’t hine broken up the |
syndicate long  ago it Hoover reully
wanted o, The reason he hasn't is sim ;.
ply that syndicate bigwigs arc so good
at covering up their tracks that it's hell--
ishly dificult to get a conviction, and he |
vie srecious VBI's gleam-

i’

wants to keep !
inge escutcheon unbesmirched by fuilere.

I

his greatest admirers.
Tailll: You might say that. If you want
a good scarc, - get a copy .of Fred Caok’s
hook, The FI} Nobody Knows, and read
it some dark night. 3t tells the cold, hard @
facts about Hoover. As the FBUs revered
divector, hie's done a great job—of mak-
fug his position maorc sceure than that of
mastcrowned heads in this troubled
world. Hoover's dictatorial jdeas: and
ideology have no place in a position of
such power in a democracy. S
PLAYBOY: What s his ideology?
Bert: The ideology of fascism, of right-
ism. Look at how many ex-FBI men ar¢ i
members of the John Nirdh society; 1
wonder where they picked it up. Hoover
is an archreactionary autocrat who dep-
yecates the concept that “we the peo-
ple” are fir (o govern oursclves,” He's a -
dangerous, dangerous man whom we
] dould have gotten rid of a long time
apo. Given full rein, he'd lepalize -7
only wire Gapping but scardhwithe ]
warrant  and no-knock-and-enier; §
e name of law and order, he wc
completely abandon duc y.oocess and
constitutional protection: guaranteec 3.

1
-
H
t

cvery citizen.
Arcn’t you go
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Bet: 1 probably am-- l,«#.r,n_ well-
mg—mr-r?mh. When df .ppeats—in

-.print, I fully expeet a knoe ai the door
from Mr.- Hoover's gray-flanne} minions.
They've already wried to tap my phones
and monkey with my mail. But I've had
. uninvited nocturnal visitors before. - 1'm
ready for- them. -The qucsuon is: Are.:
they ready for me? -

PLAYBOY: Spcaking of . vnoldtmg mdl-
" vidual rights, da you fccl, as some have
charged, that Robert Kennedy, as Augor-
ney ;General, unduly and c“ml(g"llly
hansscd Teamster boss Jimmy Hoffa?
Bew:ZGod pity Hoffa.” Any. individual

. after him. Onc vicious man, Bobby Kcn-

i

‘fnent, made it a-mission to " Hoffa.
‘Now, Hoffa’s done 2 lot I don t lec—hut
=1 think some of his convictions will be

‘maybe- | he “has—the hw will l.ch care -

. perseculcd

.PLAYBOY: Fact magazine rcccmlv at-

L R R I
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, about Raobert Kennedy: “He's the most
4~ vicious, evil son of a bitch in American’
i politics today. . . Sure, he wants to be’
: President, but what he really wants is to

become head of the universe. . . . The.
* Popg isn't safe with that liutle l).lsn)d

Cw ¢

- i

s around. ... He's arrogant, rude, and’
2 .. '{-even ignorant of the law. . . .-He's-the
1 .monied Little Lord  Fauntleroy of gov-
K -ernment.’ . . . Every newspaperman
} knows what he is. and even Johnson
| * can’t stand him, but cverybody is too

el scared of the son ol u.Litch.” Are these
accurate quotes?
Bett: That's, what I said. But I cer-
‘tainly didn’t (.\])ccl to sce it on the
cover of a m.u*.umc indeed, T didn’t ex-
! pect to be dlrcul) quoted. But I've since
had hundreds of both luwyers and lay-

: men write and tclephone me to say, 1

wish to hell I'd had the guts to say- the

PR N R Y Y I
O 00 -J O Ut ds

Sis i (rouble [od:\y if he gets the cagle

of him. He should: bc pnosecuu:d not %

ncdy, subvcrtmg the: powcrs of govern- !

" tributed to you the following remarks Y

iz'- same thing.” Kennedy as Auorney Gen-
e | eral had absolutely mo. experience- for
4 “the job as top lawyer of :he United
18 -~ States. Who is this man, who has never
16= been in a courtroom, to tell me how to
§ PIETG -act, or to tell my colleaguce trial lawyers
18 .+ ' { how to act? Which he did. But quite
e apart from that, and his vendetta against
Hoffa, 1 know ol iothing Bobby Ken-

nedy as Attorncy General did that he

< ‘could point to with pride.
pLAYBOY: How about his department’s

rights legislation? .
{-'8etLi: His office did a tremendous and

* Kennedy's Admiinistration, could «ay

7 Attorney General's office have done less?
38 j PLaveoy: What do you feel can be done
59 ‘I < to rectify the mockery of justice in Sputh-
3 : crn courts, which perennially exonerate

charged wulx.muu.lum" Negrogs?
uomst b- i:

dedication o the enforcement of civil -

goocl job on civil rights: but in Juck

LIS

reversed. H Hoffa has done wrong—and P

P
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¢ e asnd i
onerdreriet _afironFrotomily
the taw of man®  the law ol God; they
disgrace themselves and our country” be-

_fore the world.. But this conspiracy of.

hate d bigotry won't last; its days wit

numbered. In practical terms, however,

we can't change the state laws or the |
inbred prejudices that keep them in ’
force. I'm afraid .we must resign our-
sclves to the fact that these atrocities,
and these wavesties of justice, will con-

- tinue until the white South learns to un- .

" derstand and respect the spirit as well as™ - 5

the letter of duc process and equality be-

i fore the law. It just takes time. Pretty

i soon all the subterfuges, tricks and de-
ceits designed to circumvent the’ civil':

 rights laws will have been tried by the |

. dic-hards and eliminated by the Supreme :

fCourt. Thén, and only then, will Ne- v

.frroes in the South begin to- en]oy the °

xfrmts of true freedom. S
{ptavBOY: Do you share the conserva- Pooe
itive -view that. the present- Suprene ; L
‘Court, because of its trail-blazing deci-: ~
sions ih civil rights, censorship, sc.hool‘
_prayer and the lee, is “too liberal”? And
"do you agree with those who feel that it
!lns l)egun to unrightfully usurp le"xsla-
“tive authority?

;BELL: 'What do you mean by “liberal”
‘and “conservative’? 1f you mean that -

:"liberals™ are more concerned with:hu-

.man rights, and “conscrvatives”, wilh'

" property rights, [.think that's as good a

‘definition as any. According to lh.lt,~

“definidon, the present Supreme Court is

- the most liberal we've ever had. But too

‘liberal? No. As for assuming legislative
authority, of course it has. But warizli-

fullyt No. Yor good or for bad, our .

_ Supreme Court has without question be- ¥

: comfie the second legislature I Washing-

, ton. 1 say that not in criticism, only as

" something in the nature of things. I kap- .

" pen to think we have a great Supreme .

"Court, the greatest decision-making .

Coust we've ever had, the most humani- |

. tarian in our history. Earl Warren is a

" great administrator; he has integrity, |

[ ability. The individual justices are sin- ;-

cere and hard working; they try hard to i .

f

~=the oies wogd

be gbjective, to put country above per- ;-
. somht), thcy re the best we've ever had.

. The Court has done "the American |
- people great justice in rendering the law .
i consonant with the changing needs .md

increasing complexities of the cuntempo-

rary world.

‘PLAYBOY: Since the unn of the centu-

ry, many attempts at censorship of sex-
ually C\pllcn books and films have been

made by the U.S. Post Office, the L5,

Customis Burcau, various state govoerie

ments and scores of religious and citi-
zens’ censor Loards. Almost alt of these

bans have been ]u(hcnlly overruled, -- -
some of them in historic decisions by "‘W»\
Suprcmc Courl. With whom (lo you feo 2
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.. alleg&lly” obscene creati . PE X Al his elothes 6 be cool |
. N y [N 1 . y . -
~ BEWE With the publ rough  the cand 0 Dwa on his bed for g nan. 1

courts. If 1 were defende..z o so-called
“dirty” book, I'd feel 4 jury of my peers
fully qualificd 1o judgeits redeeniing
merits. Juties do a damncd good soul-

[y

. the bigoted, the

"Xo

J
room. The sparks of conflict will

R T

the-ultimate criterion of judgment.

..about - the much-discussed- revolution in
: sexual attitudes and practices
. ing place in America “today? - ..
BELL: . I:7h

“the Bill ‘of’

VM IV wWwN

overnight revolution in the sex relation-
“-ship is going to accomplish anything
" good. Greater  candor, yesi greater pers

marital and ‘extramarital relitions per’
se can lead to a fuller life or more on-
during happiness. I'm certainly not Vic..
toria_n-,"cxcepp_in my office decor, and
T've tertainly scen enough of life us an’

ettt dnahta s
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“the world ‘with Errol Flynn, and trying
«cases in every state; but'I do notbelieve, -
in this particular area of hunan rela-
- tionship, that lack of will power will
achicve any greater degree of happiness.
U will say, howéver, that I don't think
we're more merctricious sexwilly than
lecherous * old - grundpa.  \We've just
. brought sex a littic more into the open. i

-And that's all o the good. . '
PLAYBOY: You and Errol Flynn were
close ‘friends; weren't you?

PO VD JONS N

was retained to represent @ sailor who
had been accidentally harpooned in the-
.foot by a" guest on ‘Errol's Yacht, the’
: Zaca. When I went down to Hollywood

‘ to question Errol and walked in wearing :
a white suit and a black Homburg, his
eyes lit up. He had' always been im-!
pressed with the histrionics of trial law, :
and I've always felt that I might have
; been an actor. After I'd ‘taken his deposi- ;
(- tion, we had a most cnjoyable legal tus-:
: .sle, and a friendship “began. He was |
great company. He lived life to the: full-4
est; he was up at all hours; he drank
vodka before he got qut of bed in the’
‘morning: And he had the Devil in him. ;
He loved pixy tricks, and played more
than- his share of them. In a dresser

i drawer, I remember, Errol kept about $0°
i emerald-looking rings, which he'd give

;4 to girls, telling them with gread fecling,

“This belonged to my mother.”
. He and I also )laécld reat_jokes on.

<

s

scarching job shat speaks for their com- -
munity’s collective morality. Let diterary |
“men, ‘ministers, professors, the tolérant, -
broad-minded and the:
narrow:minded all have at it in a jury:
] shed :
the light- by which justice may be illumi- -
-nated. Only 2" jury will ‘arrive at 3 judg. .
ment that is the wish, the temper of the -
- community—which I.think - should ber

PLAYBOY:"How- do you- fcel in general-
that’s k-
elieve - in : the - Constitution, -
Rights, and sex, and not nec-

§ “essarily ‘in that-order:But sex has ‘been .
here since the Garden:of "Eden and no - ¢

:_missiveness, no. I can’t believe that pre- -

- able-bodied seaman,". knocking" arcund..-. -

. M . t
BELL: Yes, we were.- We met when I-.

):'l{:f( him  sleeping  soundly and went
i downstairs to the hotel bar 1:d sold tick.
et for five dollars apiece ic abour 20
" women—Frenchwomen  and  wourists—
f whom I brought upstairs for a guided
5' tour of Errol in the altogether. Well, we
i were all tiptocing through the bedroom g
| when some silly Frenchweman beguns,
_ i giggling and yelled “Fleen! Flion;" i
Pand woke him up.. Did he get sore!
* This was in 1949. I had been in Ror ¢
.on a business wip, and was about :0
. i leave for Tokyo when Errol called fro.n
S T ’ Paris” He said, “Dear boy, you've 3ot o
. j come 1o Paris. They've got me over
. 5bar_-rcl." 1 went, intending to stay two
: o days, and stayed months. Errol wits muk‘,‘a
©. ~ ;ing°a movie partially financed by? the
* French government and there were plen-
+ ity of complications on which he needed
i my help. We stayed about half the time
) ‘Yon the Zaca, anchored off Nice. Errol}
R ‘would go down to the bilge, where he
- : .kept some gold ingots hidden, Lring one ¥
o . "back, row to shore with it, turn it in for
i currency—and we'd be off for a night at
. ; the. casino.
e i In Paris, at the Belle Aurora, an
- R ) i exquisite litde French restaurant, afrer {48
: “we'd gotten up at noon, we'd sic Iror:-
o :about one to four and have ‘imaginar-
v _trials, drinking  bottles of culvados
o ! That's applejick made in Normandy
counury; it would chase white Yightning
“out of business. We'd drink and ivent
legal cases, usually murders, which we
; tried on ihie spot. People would erowd
- outside in the street untit they Bhecked
. it I'd accuse Errol and exunine am,
i then-he would accuse me and exiemine
- me. We'd get almost—to the point of
t blows, . ’
* Inlater years, back in this country, my
‘ family came to know Errol well, He
; sometimes stayed with us. Bue he wasn't
. well. My litue son, Cacsar, called him “a
1 %sick man”—the perception of children.
i My wile would plead with him to 1:ke it
| easicr. He told her, “Look, I've done
| everything twice, why shonld I boihery -
i IL' T had an atiack, there wouldn’t be :
| quyone to give a damn.” Right at the ' =
i end, he was planning 10 Play me in a
i flm. It was about this time that he sent
' | me gaileys of My Wicked, 1Wicked ilays.
{ I wasn't home when he telephoned, on
! his wity to Vancouver 10 sell the Zuca: it
' ‘ was like sclling his life. He told my wife,
P "Tell the guy 1 love him; just il him
. that for me.” Then, later—it was mid-
night—I was in bed at our Los Angeli
“ home when Errol's valet telephoned | i,
- osaid, THe's goue” ¥
PLAYBOY: You wmlk abou: him line

. brother.,
BELLI: | guess we were Lrothers, in a v
—though I was an only child. Like | . i

I'm wiid, enthusiastic; I love people.

~~ A TX0, 308 see, born July 29,

4904,
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but d Lo 7 ‘cn 1 developed tey .

. *faveor: In Sonor, Caiiondgh

Do 7 jinfr0yoa® biography. Is tha
oo ligrewup? L - N . AT, sivong pathy for theTmaeTioy
" “7igau: Until I reached college-age, when . . 7 and thé owica, | and it's where 1 lcarued -
, |1 went off to the University of Cali- . “ . about the kangaroo courts in this coun: ' -
« .. .]fornia in ‘Berkelcy.; But | almost didn't . ' try. Well, after that migratory holio -
: 1 make it. I was the valedictorian of my | i vestigation job ended—- Say, I scens to
. e high school ‘graduating class, but I had © -1 be telling my life story. Do you really
<774 o sue the principal to geomy diptoma.” i i want to hear ‘it? . ) ol
0 PLAYBOY: : :How  did. that. _happen? pLAYBOY: Certainly. - ' o
L 7] emii: “We " was, brutally. auacked -t gaw: Al right, you asked for it Well,
“9 . the eveiiing. before’ graduation—by a  ° . ) - ¥ 1 got desk space in a small San Francisco R
'3' : huge bottle of whiskcy. 1 was so’sick the * - law firm. But nothing happened. I just
o “next day that I’ couldn’t get - ehool to. © - - - .. '.i sat there. Finally, in 1934, a wellknown : .
4 make my speech, and when the principal ;= - . *_ defense Iawyer took me on for the lordly [ «
.S .. %4 found ou “why, h¢ withheld my diploma. } .- L :"wage of §25 a month. But nothing hap- !
16 -]-He was ‘adamant, so my father took me {7 . <. - i pened thete either, s0 I managed to save
- “to see an.’old: family " friend,'a "judge. i ) i $20 and went down to Los ‘Angeles look- !
N & “Wheén the judge heard the story, he said, " . “ ing for a better job. One ‘big lawyer
2 “l\jy}boy,_yqu?vé'ibceﬁ'wronge(_l!" And ; 2. ! there who turned me down 1 later op- :
9 he hauled out of ‘his desk a couple o[:} .1 posed in a casc; 1. won my client a ;4
:0 writs, a replevin; a.bench warrant, a cou- R $187,500 sertlement. The guy could bave! -
2 ple of subpoena:duces fecums, a. habeas -+ 7} hired me in 1935 and sent me to Palm .
12 corpus, a ‘h”ab_ea{»diplqm(i,"a handful of B -'Springs [or the rest of my life at $100 a i
N A old bail’bonds, and he stuck’all of them C : “|-week "and still saved his client money. ,
>3 <ogether with notary public seals and ' 1 'Now he tells people, “1 recognized Belli_,
14 “red ribbon and he-marched over to the t - . . . {'as a comer the first time 1 saw him.” !
15 <41 school and. served all of it on the princi- } . =~ - - -1 sure he did! I know ever. since then, '
6 . pal. I got my diploma on the spot. Upto'y s S -} T've never refused to see a guy fresh from -
37 that ‘day I had been thinking™ about P Lol 1 Jaw school. You never can tell. . S
; being a_doctor, but.right - then I knew -{ I finally learned to quit waiting for
’8 the law .wasfor mc. ; : o . 1 Dbusiness to find me. J{ 1 was going to get '
29 My father lost his-méney in the crash, @ . © 4 any clients, I decided  people would |
10 ~so I'had to work my-way through college «- B A have to know I was around. I got the
1]° f:is' a; soda jerk, a summg_xj__farm hand anc‘\ ‘ LI idea of spreading it around that 'd take, ~,
3 things like that. 1 cven wrote off for free. : _ | free of charge, any cascs. of criminals in i
v ‘samples of things like soap and shaving . . ) Jots of trouble. One of the first clients 15+ %
» 33 ) cream and sold them to my iraternicy : ) ’ found was Avilez, “the Black-Gloved
14 727 ' brothers. After I’ graduated, T spent a i i Rapist.” He had been wied, convicted and | @
g, Lcyer traveling around the, world on mer- - sentenced 0 2 tneal of 400 years., For what-
' as an able-bodied seaman. H ©ever it was worth, T got 200 years knocked

16 ’ ! chant ships :
. Then I entered the Univensity of Galifor- * off his sciatence. He wrote me o ik
i nia Boalt Hall Laav School. 1 stood 2 i i you noic. After that, I gota number ol . Do
"} lucky 13¢h‘in’ o class of +150. . l - other hopeless c:uses——opﬁ_qf them a con- A5
' ] victed counterfeiter wiio had resumed , . : ]

t .

1

;

_1In 1933, when 1 got my degree, I was -Lec : ! ! 3
lucky enough to get a job as a Govern- { printing the stuff right in San Quentin’s
ment investigator, posing as an itinerant , print shop.- L L. :
bum, moving around with the Okies. " v_Al‘dul)ugh 1 Sxdnfti 1~¢alnzc it at the
] My name was suppose d to bé “Joe Baci- 't;‘rf\e, tl1e atse ]det st showed me. x.hc :
| galupi.” 1. was. supposed to submit re- i w;]gi;il'aat‘ \:{)u ater get:}ne on my way
ports on what the Okies were talking E of a young Ncgro convict' |
Pbout and what they wanted. I had 2 - DT named Ernie Smith. He had been indict-..;
ard. with ’ "]yLO‘ An.eles' rele- . S . Led for murder for killing another con- ;
gloﬁ:;n;tﬁtciniz‘dcall i; I eger ot in | vict, in a fight in tlie San Cuentin prison. i. .
q. number - g € got ard. Smith told me. he had" done it in { -
really bad trouble—not for just getting ™= v : “."Zelf-defense, that the other man R
: ?mwd or beaten up; 1t had to be really @ 7 % aboutto throw a knife at him. I couldn’t
important. I never hat'! to use it O:le.of . “ | believe it, but the captain of, the guard
my first deep impressions was ‘(‘i‘“ ung ¢ o confirmed for me that most of the con
Los Angelcs deputy cops’ stan ing on ; i id kni o
d}cﬂqityf;;ne'cl'upb_biixg bI:\c}: poor (g)kia ! . : :ll(:::: (‘J:r‘:vl/i(: [l:x?llvs;. oI\-'Ici :hcl:‘t‘n‘-.il'lz]:icl:-
4 trying desperately to get into the city to - T thal-looking pigstickers, explaining, “We
take away the big oncs.” Before the trial,

[l

H

N .

H LA
HE

“get on relicf rolls; or at least to get a . L
sneal. Eventually, I wrote a report that . i I served a subpocna on ihe captain of
3 was used as the Lasis for migratory- . . -, the guard, ordering him to comex:
' 1'-wo}ker relicf in that area. SR . ~. . court with his drawer full of knives 1

¥ < .admitted  into. the cvidence. W.adigd;

Moving out and about then, riding in
and on and uncerneath [freight cars, * past the jury box with it, I was struch
<‘bumming,” standing in soup lines, a hell of a.thought. My wi.ole czsc, e T
sleeping in skid-row “jungles,” I don’t - ‘ argument ‘to determine °f Ernic 5
3 . would, live or die, was in thal aes
B ’

kng qv_times _got thrown out i
ﬁs'u?& ColThwest > 1_ “accidentally” “siumbled
: el 3 Rundfed; wicked—:




L oad Senves spulles L L e _ann beoay

. ot XTI el jray--b v s blades,
. sharpened Lles witch ¢ ape hanidies,
- the worke, The juring 160k ane ok 39

iliey kurie i hod beeq swtfilefrnris, Yog
realize what ¥ had hig U lo)' accidenty
The cllear of demonstyatipe evidence in

L {urors into seving selldefense, bat 1 hagd.
Ceved iCwhen T diopped that drawer,

-

T diffetent caves afier that, all Kinds. Aud |

=

. geaduadly built up a pretty good prac.
2 Lo ‘Laice, at least enough 1o live on. . ’
3 f'rlAY!OYt*,]low dild you come 1o spe-
RS Seialing in persomalinjury suits? - -
3 ettt -Mainly” because when 1 “entered
6 _practice, the average individual who had-|
- uffered a personal injury faced a preuty
PR dismal financial-award _prospect i he |
.E " went to court. Well up into the 1900s,
9 "sculcmcm_s' were in the neighborhood of
0 $1100 for the loss of a log, $5500 for the

Joss of a male organ..Sometimes people
- iwho' were even paralyzed with permag
inent” spiiral injurics would gee simply‘;

“rrilnory. negligeace™ claim by the de-j
-fense.” Some states had  laws: making |
N TES10,000 the maximum allowable death.
: - “award, i

snothing, perhaps on the basis of “con|-

|
;
!

“iiads 1 omight never have talhed thows .

<2 Waell, thae's background, § hid o loy of ;

The- average” subtering, scared, inex:
perienced plaintiff had usually heen ren-
dered penniless by medieal costs and the.
loss of habitual income, If he Gid getan

third of (he average award wouldn't per-
- mit the attorney 1o present o rveally per.
: sasive ‘case. And when 19 wellmeaning
v but confused jurors sat hearing o jumble
of legal terminology they couldn’t nn-
derstand, if the plaietiil por anvibing, it
was the usual, joully inadequate award.
= Well, I began 1o make G practice of
- showing “demonstrative evidence 10 ju.
ries: human skeletons, moving pictures,
enlarged X rays, suil pictures in color,
infrared pictures, wooen scale madéls,
When the jurors graphically s he na-
ture and’ extent of injurics, my clicnits
began- gewing substantially  increased
~awards. And when other personal-injury
attorneys around  San Francisco, then
aaund California, caught on il hegan
i doing the same thing, the whole picture
ol awards began® mproving,
It was about then (hat the defendant
T insurance compattics hegan cumpaigning
9. agANSe vs. Awards were getting “too
Bigh” “Ambulance chaserst™ they called
us. “Shysterst” Since personal-injury law
i 75 percent of all rial work, their im.
CMlication was thag only 25 percent of
lawyers in Amicrica were respectable—a
thoughe 10 conjure with,
PLAYBOY: il any l)usincss—ilxchuling
the “insuragce companics—must make a |
Imofic 1o survive. Jsn't j¢ rcasunable
that they  would resist pcrsonnl-injury

n:‘g;«l: of often hundreds ol thousands
T ot dol)agey
ny;
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L TYER R PAT IS
i .:Tmﬁ?qu:m: o8 [rom—rrrch=in-
~taancee company ! the rich insuranee
comipany arying 1o whinle “dowr: or
avoid payment of an adequine award for
U personal injury inflicted through the
+ fault of the defendant whose paid-up in-
S surance. premium thag company has reg-
“ularly collected? \Which is the greater

il wying w

perlidy? You wlk alour insurance-com- ;

pany profits—well, let me tell.you some-’
thing: The
among the world's

s

i

insurance companies - are |
biggest _businesses; :

and. they got that way by wking in unt ©
believable amounts of the public's mon- -

-€y in premiums—billions of
- .year. The public is- buying protection. :
‘But the insur;mcc-comp:my executives |
N scem to forgee that they are holding Lhe_.;’
" public’s money in trust. They come to
regard that moncy as theirs, and they'll :
be damned if they’ll give it up without a :
struggle. They accept your money readi- !
" ly enough, but did you ever try to collect
‘any moncy [rom u big insurance compa-
ny? Nine timés out of ten, when the |
time comes ito pay off,-they fight tooth )
and nail to get out of their obligation.
Their  cries  (hat adequate  awards
threaten to bankrupt them are nvlhiugi
alongside their  shrill cries  whenever |
s someone suggests now and then that the
" state take over their business, Isn't e

dollars . a ..

odd for someone claiming to be losing so

' _much to scream so loudly against losing .
the opportunity to keep on losing mon.*
¢y? No, the six-figure adequate awards
I've pioncered are cquitable, just and
heeessiry. These awards are here to sty,
and I think the rend s Jurther upwurd.
But I will gumantee You that awards (o
the personul-injury plainills will never

- keep pace with the insurance companies’ |
[antstic and mounting profits. ;
Let me ask you something: Except an
“adequate award. what clse can be of-
fered 1o the personal-injury vietim? Ve
have nothing thar will make the per-
manently injured victim whole again,
nothing thaf will-let him walk without

a limp, nothing but drugs to Jet him
without pain.  For many, one
‘day not even morphine any longe.
seases their frightful suffering, and the ’
“only alternatjve left s 2 cordotomy—the |

;severing of the spinal cord 1o halt he:

; drcadful'jom‘ncy of the pain impulses to |

“the brain. Think uhout that the nex;

“timg you sce one of these propaganda -

‘ picees about the “high awards”™ thag are

" “ruining” (he counury’s insurance com- -

panies. Think abour those pitiful per-

. somal-injury victims who tempt one to

- 52y “They'd be better off deadl,” But the

- law forbids them to choosc death; they

- have no I¢gal choice DUt 1o go on living

—and sulfering. Think about the double
amputees, the “basket cases,” the tra.

. matic psychotics, the paraplegics. the

spinal-injury invalids, the blindud, the

grotesquely burned and scarred, ’l"{)ink.
cTepermy ly i
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~ their lives 10 a whe voora biate, or . Coendds ally 1 wrned ont the e
(N TP o the indignities o el and Lider volum™ Thin were published in 1953,
. ‘ incontinence, o Giiled wondern Trials. I'm hippy o say

4 Let me give you an exazple of 1 tvpi- that it's become sonething of 5 standard
) Dl aise of wine and e you  decidd ’ . textbook in the ficld. 4
N - whether. the award 1 won for my client (i PLAYBOY: What about your Belli Sem.
S was “100, high” or not. e was 1 happy, .0 marst Will you describe what they are
i .4 redheaded &id, just back from the AWar. | and what they do? -
) ‘ 1: "He had a wile, a-chiild, a’ job, wnd then | - BELL: For the past 13 consecutive years,
0 - i his lifc was-ruined in an accident caused . ! ‘“.'d. my associates have held these, B
" - by the negligence of the San Francisco® -« - ~ Belli Seminars in almost cvery state and i
f"" -municipal rajlway. He suffered a crusied major city in Amecrica, and they ha ¢
L2 ‘pelvis, and a rupture of the urethra ar ' : « been widely  and enthusiasticully -t
= the juncture of the ‘prostate gland. He' -+ tended and accepted by wial lawyers, 8
4 will bel impotent for the rest.of his lifc. Co O law students and even some laynien. In §
5 - And-every tenth day:for the rest of his SR " 1 them’we teach in all phases of modern P
; li[e‘li‘e'fmusrendurc, a painful urethra | ) ; m:nl.law, on civil and ‘criminal, su
: _6' | catheterization, or-his urethra will clése, |, ! stantive and procedural law. These semi-§
- *{- whereupon - his “bladder would burst. | + wars have done a lot for the law, Luy
& His hospital . and’- docior bills were -- . -+ notone has failed to draw criticism from ]
g . ' over;§25,000 at the time of trial, and | - ', some local member of the American’ Bur §&
0 . mey‘yln bc ut".;_l_cqs_t 52000”:1 ),cm.‘ as - L Assocmuon, some msur.'!ncc la:vyer., or
e long7as he lives, Two' years afterward, - some large law firm with a “business §
—e ;1" saw that boy again, dnd what I had. °~ . - - practice.” They raisc their old cry: My
(2. :-{ eared within myself ‘had happenecd— - + ectures are “illegal” or “uncthical.”
¥3 “his ‘wife had divorced him, his home iPLAYBOY: On what grounds?
24 3 /was gone; e had nothing left but the: ' BELLI: I'm teaching lawyers how 1o raise
.3 Z 7.} -remainder of his award money. Would. - ’ a]war(h to injured people. I'm teaching
e = %" you swap plnces_-wnh. [h?t boy [m”u.“?. o t'lem how to sue -m'.xlpr.lcu.cmgAdoctons .
D, -1 $125,000 he was awarded: Or for a mil- - ) . who rcfus.e to testify and who condore ¢
27 “lion dollars? T'wo million? Ten million? ) . the American Medical Associativn's cor- it
8. I think not. - . : _ _ spiracy of sxlc{lcc. I'm LC:flCllillg Inwye:s
29 . Yet acéording to them, the noble, stal- ' how to sue the reluctant msustnce con -
0 wart simon-purc insurance comipanics are o o pany and ‘how o serve the proce s
0 e ,k'-"being “victimized by: fakers” for $30,000 i cevader. Amoug the pohlfcmns and the
1] . fat cats of the A.B.A. hierarchy, need-

and SIOO,()OO—-j'ust for huving lost a o
I lousy arm or leg! When T staried win-
. ning this kind of award. they began

sending out leuzers and buying expensive

ads aimed at potential jurors in personal-

injury “cascs: “Keep those "awards ow,
. or you'll. force your automobile insur- ;
ance o go up.” Bushwa! Today, with . -
personal-injury awards higher than ever’
belore, iusurance-company stocks arc
among the best market buys. )

Anyway, when I won_three “verdicts |
for more than $160,000 «picce in 1949 °
i and 1950, I really began to draw fire |
4 from the insurance companies. “Belli is !

less 10 say, nonce of this hw fav the §
benefit of the livde man s pardcalarly
populir—thouzgh sozial-circuiting AL B. A,
presidents are constandly trumpceling on
the majestic subject “The Luicise of
Unpopular  Causes,”  and prociniming .
that it's every lawyerls. duty to give a
courageous  representation of his un- :
fortunute brother, however unpopular
he is, however heinous his crime. These
are the same greae vocal defenders whe
whimper, [rom behind  their corpo-
~*rate desks, when some poor unlortu-
nate’s unpopular case has to be tried,
“Sure, he's entitled to th- best defense.
but you defend hini, I can’t afford-ta!"
Lven worse, these preachers of lofty sen. .
timents are the quickest to impose guilt
"by association on the lawyer of the
heinous-crime  dient. And  these same
i A, BUAL presidents are approviug the al-
. olition of law-school courses that would

B

a Barnum!” they screamed. “The court- '

i rooms are being turned into horror
i chambers!” But headway was’™ being
.’ made everywhere, Asking not a cent of
'i . fce,-I begun lecturing all over the coun-
i

1

:

H

try—to law students, to bar associations,
to groups of plaintiff lawyers. Sometimes
my speaking in a.state would start an

: immediate rise in personal-injury awards. ; .- teach the student lawyer iow to oy an
A _An example of that is Mississippi, which ' . -unpopul:xr case! If we continue dimin-
] was for many years one of this country's . - ¢ ishing the hours devoted to criminal
(;f lowest-verdict states; soon after 1 ad- - law in oour law uhools.:'ud mcrcnsfng
+ dressed its State Bar Association in 1951, , those devoted o waxation, accounti
‘j Mississippi awards rosc sharply—to at . and the like, we may as wel;
;. least an equitable lével. ’ ooover into the  business-admizg _ .
it Finally I decided that I would write a 7 scheols. Then the few ol us renimai =
’ book of all thar I thought was modern criminal lawyers and geneal il an
T and just in wial procedures, in both ) nay as well be displayed aw the monk

"¢ Criminal and civil law. It took me two

" holstWircFe the public cn st T T
years to writc it; in those two years, I av- :

ve
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q‘ld aud m.arly extinet spes o azetgid
_to-the z00 by the AL B. A, presidends’
: public barking against us.
PLAYBOY: For a mcmber of & ncnl)
extinct species, you seem to be making a
pretty” good living. It's been '(.pouul-
that you carn more than $300,000 a
: : “adequate nw‘xrds you
% win _for your clients.
i BELLI: ].'.\'cry penny 1 gei, 1 carnl, Do :
; .you| think all & lawyer has to do is pick | '
up’a phone and get an insurance com- ;
pany to scttle for \100 000 and then bite ™
“a ‘third of it? To swrt with, I'm?}
;,.nmblmg when 1 ke a case. Especially ;

L~ NV, B - W N}
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“the layman has no dream of the amounts

of time and:talent and money that the
.plaintiff’s- lawyer must invest in pre-
- pa¥ing:,‘the. best pre;enmmn possible. .
If- we “getito “court gnd a jury votes .
-against my client, I've lost ali [ advanced
—in cash as well as effort. I don’t just sit":
-4 in myoffice and work my cases. Our firm |

1

tion of lawyers siiting around thinking
"#about new_ways’ to screw the Govern-
"ment out of taxes; we arc a firm of
" concerned arid ‘committed peaple rep-

help. We care. It's the most precious
thing we've got here, our feeling for the
people who come™here. wanting - help. .
2 I'm working my cases in the shower,
when ‘T'm trying to sleep and can’t,

S EH _\vhcn I'm on the john, when I'm driv-
- ing my car, when I'mositing in those
Tate-night planes. I win the adequate

+ award for my [ feel 1 deserve
the one third I ke for the work that
got the award. Maost personal-injury

wd 2 e W e OV e 1 b
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chient,

hw)crs take a bigger cut than [ do— . -

many ol them 49 and 50 percent.
PLAYBOY: Still, you've minaged to amass
* a sizable fortune from the proceeds of
such_cases. How much wmu(l you say
_you're worth today?
BELL: I could cash out today with—well,
look, let’s put it this way: [ fecl that after
i he makes a million dollars a guy should
start counting his blessings instcad of
-moncy. I'm counting my l)lcssmga. .
i PLAYBOY: Your remarkable success in
f winning six-figure awards, and carning
: five- f'gurc fcc~. m\mcdncal-.n.nlpr.lcucc
+ cases has made vour name a red flag to
. the American Medical . f\s.sm.l.mnn as
' well as to the nation’s insurance com-
sg. panies. What's your bricf against the
medical prolession? -
-3 BEWE. George Bernard Shaw wrote jt
¥ better than 1 could say it, in The Doc-
i lor’: Dilemma: “We're a conspiracy, not
S profession. . . . Every docior will allow
a colleague to decimate a whole country-
~ side sooner than violate the bond of pro-
.w fessional etiquette by giving him away.”
‘4 The same as with cluckcn hCJrl(’d fat—

- when it’s a large award to be sought, i -

here, we aren't just some {at-ass corpora-. -

i resentingd men and women who need.; - -

T he e”“n"mrrber i f-ood smndm
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them are-greae®, s doing theiv besy
T WSTR iy I nd ‘But heve aian, the

individual doctor has a far higher cede
of cthics than when he.acts in corn:
vention, 