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ecade of Trial and Tort Trends" .
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peration to put on a particularly good Sem

s .the day before the American Bar Convention. . . -

'edicalasﬁecialties;notvheretofore'discussed at prior forensic
jggicine_gnd;Vmediggflggglﬂggeminars,;50nfthe_1awﬁs;dgﬁatEWash:
ington we shall consider;the various. federal agencies. and court8

ndTepecialized ‘practices that’the lawyer should Inow about) buf:

ttend and we hdpe'yoﬁﬁﬁill“gﬁbﬁit'éé T

Of.course;*TI hope you wi _ _ »
he San ‘Francisco as well as the Wash:

aper ‘or’ question both® for’
'1ng§op_5gminar. - L

(A

D;;_Péul Cantor isvtheuﬁédiéai Chairman of the Washington SCU';
nar,: and.J.  Kelly -Farris:of:Portland, Oregon with James L. )'Dé:
of -my office, the Legal -Chairmen. ’

T . All ‘good wis
LSt E : . (
B e ‘MELVIN M. BELLI
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CONFlD&(iTIAL
UNITED STATES DEPANNQMENT OF JUSTICE

DERAL UREAU or, INVESTIGATION'
22AFe eral Office Building

Civic Center .
San Francisco, Cal:!.fornia S

- Septemoer 29, 1960

- “'RE: MELVIN M, BELLI .

-
A E
N ?§ B " Tre.. September 1960 San Francisco Telephone Directory
1 f\s reflects MELVIN M, BELLI, -BELLI, ASHE and GERRY, 722 Montgome:~- .
12 Bl -Strest, telepnone-YUkon -1849, residence 1228 Montgomery Strc 2T,
sy rEeD telephone YUkon.2-2146.,: . T
3 :,H ¥o g £N ._‘,.;; R ) .' ' o
:g ﬁf _/,-n——'-' Tﬁ“’l959 San Francisco City Directory reflects ME]'.VIN
16785 M. (JOY TA BELLI, ASHE, MC: BRIDE: and GERRY) resides. at 1228
17 G- Montgomery\ Apartment 8,_ San Francisco. TLists BELLI, ASHE :
: ;‘}g; MG, BRIDE. and GERRY (MELVIN M. BELLI, "JACK Gk‘/{c BRIDE RICHARD
19 Sx ‘F X GERRY) lawyers.with_ offices at 2&0 Stockt Street 10th
20 E@ ‘Flgor, San Francisco.v._,,‘;_.“ £ /, o
3 o wn aned Rontaci . '
;;E? . The 1960 l\Iartlndale-Hubbell Law Directory lists MELV I i, p.
53 an BELLI, ‘attorney, San Francisco; California, born 1907, admitte . taH%
34 o ‘the Bar 1933, member of the American Bar Association and. havir s t

*graduated from the Unilversity of California with a B. A. anu.. Lis 2

e
s

~

. Degree. 'The directory also: 1ists BELLI, ASHE and GE
Building, San Francisﬂco. _ S 7 3
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. R , "‘CONFINKNTTAL

= - ' The September 25, 1960 issue of the "San Francisco.
- Examiner," Page 2, Highlight' Section, Column 3, reveals that'g: . ,
. .new.-book published by Bobbs-Merrill is-called "Belll Looks at § |
“Life‘and Taw in Japan." The article ¢ontinued: "Characteristg
"1t has a’preface by Toshio Irie, Justice of the Supreme Court,.f

- .

LRI

xom.'»-lm;n.n'uwo-y '

~~Japan,‘and a foreward by the late Errol Flynn." e

The -August- 4, 1960 issue of the “'San Francisco :
Page. 1, Section III, Column 1, reveals that Barris
"MEL BELLI will travel to Russia in December 1960 to gather
 background for:his upcoming. 'Life and ILaw, in Russia,

RN

Spllic July. 23, 1960 8o ursbhe San Fraric1 e AR
=21 Page: 1672 Columi. 1. ref lected ithat sev al hundired of’ the Natio

1840 5 _ L several
legéihgﬁ_dntflaWyérs,fmainly-infthegfield*of personal injury
_ﬁgcngedﬁaptorpex;MEEVIN;MEQBELLI{s{lZ?hour 10th Annual Tort
;SeminaDE“p?the]Fairmdnt.Hotelfoanuly522; 1960, The article ¢
: éfsurpqise;gueSt at his last seminar was gangland figur
e COHEN, 'who ‘was billed as a tax problems| professor. Thi
37?{1iitime'1 XwaSjthe Sehool- teacher. stripper, PATTILWHITE, who is
“zrappearing in.a North Beach bistro,'cit. . . /N 1o/
he. July. .20, ;1960:issue:of:the "San Francisco -
‘Chironicle,™ Page¥32," Column™1; “reveals that theé Tenth Annuii’ 8%
Bellli-Seminar on Law, medicine and trial tacties will be héhiﬁg

.« @t the 'Faimmont Hctel Friday preceding the National Associati
- of Claimants! Compensation Attorneys Conventic:s,
o The May 35, 1960 issue of the "§an Francisco Examiner,'" .
. Page 2, Column 8, reflected .that BEVERLY{AADIAND, 17 year old . . . i
:playmate of: the ‘late Errol:Flynn. reqlest “the court to continue™
.-as _her counsel MELVIN BELLI. -7 7 oo bopem /‘7%%[%: G oo

T

e

15 T -itUﬂ‘This docuﬁeﬁtiéontains;neiﬁher'recommendations Hor
12’ © 'conelusions of the FBI. It 1s the property. of the FBI and.is
/contents are not to.be ..
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. ZUNITED STATES ‘GOW..ANMENT

- Memorandum

~THE SAN” FRANCISCO CFFICE:

LUINAGEN (AL

v DIRECTOR, PRI (105:49865) PRE:11/9/60

'-"fNov_ajr'é Zaz*ya" .

guage newsp alished 1n San Francisco ‘was
oy Translator "8an Francisco Office.
) Se. T A . ] v o I,/ : . .
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movements un"rn.endiy ‘40" the "departxren'F "

@

'UNI{£D STATES DEPAKTMENT OF JUSTICE

'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

hFA 3,4, p, “an 6, coatains zn. &l
"ﬁﬁfANO 'Peace!’ Out in Colg ﬁgam" in which -
\BUFANO attempted. to.dedicate his 37 foot statuv,
at the San. Francisco Airport. ;Article statci:
;of'State DULLFB /\) Governor KLLGdT

e

d“-rfo “BURANGSLE “identlfled w:.‘bhr»peace

The Decemb ri2ls: 957, :.1ssue of ths San Franclsco

m Lt . y:
' -.,-Exanu.nar, page 2,- column 6;-7,-8, -contains an article en- '“-"“'» ’

‘titled "BUFANO Reports: Bulgam.n ‘Full of. Red .Tinted.Peace’
Dreams" in.which Sculptor EENNY BUFANO describes his ad~

ventures 1n Soviet Russ:.a, mclud.mg a two hour session
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iThe December ;. 2;, 1957} ssue of "I\ovaya
' i Russizn language newspaper .published in San
Francisco, page.3 s+ columns 1-l, and: page 22, column 6 "
reveal ‘:Zzthat a prominent Yocal sculptor- BF’IJAM]NO HII‘ANO
returned to’ ‘San Francisco having flown to Moscow for the

“celebration of the hOth anniversary of the revolution,-
" BUFANO had & two hour conversation with Soviet Prime

11n1g’oer-< m{OLAI BULGANIN,,concernmo "Sputniks!, v_nuclea.r*
: : Easa :

“pointad out’ that,BUL("ANIN told him-that -
- were against the Soviet intervention in .

jHungary, ,that tbey m.shea ‘to let . the Hungarian.people

““'stated. "They desire peace uore than we, for

‘themselvesidecide: thg" ‘questicn, but ‘they-had the’ mnorify
veices.in: the Prea*dlun, and .as. a result the Sonet_forcesv

rushed’ the

.'Tnese people are’ entlrelygdl ferent,"’ BUFANO
the sim ple
reason that f hey wish to kelz ocople."

“ly

NO m nued out ...qt Rus'-u.a m.ae such c.n

mpreseibn on ‘hin

“_be' the; gi'eéfest

“statue’ in the world. 'BUFANO. noted that BULGANIN took

'hls of_‘,fer mto cons:.deratlon

On the le tterhead of the’ Trlends of the Abraham

Lincoln Brlgade 5 Abraham Lincoln- Battallon “George Trashington

ttalion; 715 Ashbury- Street, San Francisco, Callfomla

‘dated Augist 18, 1937, -appears. the name BENTAMINO. BUF'ANO as’i

a State Sponsor.:. “o _ : e

R The !x.braharn umcoln Brlgade is an orga.nlzat:.on
designated by the Attornsy ueneral of the United States
pursuant to E. 0. 10450,

e e e
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“ever eﬂ.count”rcdf g
‘allegations agamst
imovs how to coun'ce.r




tated that llis
+18s.suchithat does; noG: .ok -
:wWould’ they be inte: esteu‘in o

'anyfalleged destruction of~a record _\Aa druo addict

“, A complete reviewi f.all poss#ble references in
the Los Angeles Office was made and-a review of ‘all . .
1: correspondence in the 12-0° file’ (narcotics matters) goiné
) ek k'to. 1955 has been made with regative results. _

AR & talked t and he fully realizes
Vthe confidential nature of our riles and stated that I
wouldido” everyuhing he- could £C avoid any interjection of
3 __s:matter. L




1nggfr0T,

24 ha ewith;'reflecus that J0
) ‘ over an;, a11eged wire ‘tap made
:here the City?of
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crme a
‘him,. ‘there. appeared to-be no violatio
igat*ve Jurisdiction of the FBI
lowed closely and th°
irtinent developments.
being incerjecteu

. This matter will be fol

Bureau Will ‘be* ket advised of pe
Eyery care will be - tuhe ‘%o avq*d our

1nt0'th1§vmatuerr
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TO- M1 DeLoach o LATES

o\ -
B M A./Bon?s
.; .,'j. .. . . ,-/:'
- , LYNNW -JOHNSTCN . ~/
; bvv #"MUNICIPAL JUDGE .~ . =~ _- =
: ~,.,DOWNEY CnLIr ORNIA L e
) .’ i o "~ By. a1rtel the Los Anoeles Ciiice advised that Judge Ly’fm W“‘

Johnston has been cha.rged with offering lenien ey for love ic.four women defep
l In effect;’ ‘the’ charggs are that Johnston would take care of a probation violatj
.or s1m11ar matter if the ioman would pay the judge "litile visits.” l‘uelvm
: ~a-promment San Trancic oo ond Los Angeles lawyer, as & 3iense aoparent,
intends to sbo ".:J..erc 725 fricz‘-on between Chicf Ivui: Rebinson {NA) of
Downey Polic 2 2nd Judye Johnsicn; that this eminaied from Rob
attempting to t::l- hns 1 se tences he should impos2 zixd Johnston's

rent was nci properly hardling narcotics vicla?

Al FL R I R

.O\U\AWN"‘O\O\!LJ'U\\/'D-'WN
o’

-

331
»g - that.the Downey “ol._ ¢ Depus ~tm
)9 - Johnston claims this whole thing is a frame- _p by Robinson. xobinson claing
sow Judge Jo}.'.:ton very well but he did know of his extremon' ¥Ad ¢ oA

i) h does not ¥
- wevatation for croing aftqr women v2iore he was appointed to the Bench.. A

“obinson, Becili iizs turned the J cinston irial into a trial of Rowinson =u2 .
‘ﬂl-..!’Iptmg to make Robinson the ceiendaind described Belh a3« -ﬁgf
' :1105t vicious ~ad unscrupulous individuali. e haS ever Tre ;

. cnoountered, Thne =
'2noted on the airtel that Eclif is "a shyster:”

Lorc.mg_,_‘

resentative of-the Federal Bureau -
ned o

e lx‘ connection with the trial, a =ep
9 of Narcotics conti- -.=-a the Los Angeles Office on 11-1-61 advising that he
10, received infor:iion from the local District ittorrey's Office that as gart of
il Johnston's deic:i.c he woula claim nat Jo..A.- ion wrote a letter to the rBI coin Aa.mmcr

=1 Bureau of Narcotics in Los .u.ncrc.l S

T~ vy
;.

12 : . . an
.% Y of narcotics conditizn5 in Devws.ey. The Feaer
h a letter was written to them and there is no i

0’8 iy
©

A e

12 ! apparently has no record that suc /28
5 record that Johnston wrote to the Los Anb\,-w O fice of this Burcau in this re«*argd

16 'It is also noted that an item in tre 11-1-61 iszve of the "Daily Signal" Belli clLarged
L , in his opening statement in the {rizl that the fcad between Johnsicn and Robinson s ;
18 men worsened after Jornston complained to the FBI and Robinson destroyec cn arris
3‘3 report in a he

:1

Bufiles . .w¢ been checked 'am{mo recozsd could bHe‘locst

ér from Johnston. ’; he possibility exists, however, that if such a }

- ,_-‘ sent here to FBI Eeadouarters and 1t~s&c. -y,cmcerned RATrcuwI3, o
= er our ur1sa1c 1on, w,on-d h ve.been referred to the Federzi Bure:

‘~W o~

t'.‘
A
U

*.y-..‘-.—-"—
-

(CONTINUE.) N““'T
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i Jones to-DeLoach (comiimed; - ' ’ Lo

*1 l by form and we WOmd have no reccrd of it. This is an ap')roved procedure
l1t is a-matter in another agency's Ju“1sd1chon With regard to Belli, we t'a

_- ng:ad difficulty with him in the past.. In 1947, he charged that FBI Aoents wels

‘5 arassing his clients and he wag zccused by an insurance company of unethi

16 “ practmes in sc‘101tmg clients. In 2941, ‘he seat greetings to the Soviet Unicf
l support of the Red Army's struggle a."'amSt Naz1\ Germany

the prosechic: of 12 communist leo.d oA

O\O\T)
-w

-
»

~ une, , 19
rancisco in his home. In 1951 ¥iz name appeared on the letterhead of t]-e !
Y ‘yalties. Aqa;nst e " Oaths. for ‘.}:e Bar" which group opposed the require
t that candidate. Jor zZni:csion to the Bar and members of the California Bar ¥
éa loyalty oatl.. Z* :;;,-. , Herbert R Lesner 2n 2admitted former member of th
- "'Commumst Fonve ano lcroaer .:*crray for the Party, was associated with B,
2 1In 1959, Belh re ceives nolorie ‘y Zor defending racketeer Mickey Cohen anii ] '
}cla1med that Belli was _ oing uc-c xd ‘stripteaser Candy Barr, a girlfrieni™ i g
[ Cohen's. 1In addition ¢4 ~h1s, S:1li has pulled such vne*hical tricks as in ‘Aug Est, R ]
“»1959 when he introc: <3 west. co.xst mobsizr Mickey Cohen at a seminar or, zi,%%'al L
tactics durm'.Y th Anf.e- ican Bar Association Convention. Cohen was introdilied as dly .
t"Professor C'3rien, " an expert on tax evzsion and other criminal cases. i1z

2 «Director has stated th.-g our San Francisco Office should keep alert for any

Lv1olat1ons of ld.w oy Belli as kis record is quesuonable

~N

\' .
3)
v

n

g‘q..—oousolco Souvaew

S A A A A IV I LV R I SR R O U PR T

e A2 ey vy
-JO‘UIJ;\#

\

’-v---’llf

8 Rk COMMEND. T*O\T'

il - " . For informa.tion.

DLk




OPTIMAL"ORMNO 0 ' b - .

< i o
WI-104 *

UNITED STATES GOVLRNMENT

Memorandum

v v

'\, . ™. i  DIRECTOR, FBI (105-498G5) pate:  11-30-52

ONGL s S _ . o :
22 FROM SAC, WFO -(105-18134) (P) : _ - &
SR . < A
.57 - sumEeryC WELVIN M. BELLI
&7 T demu o

ReSFTet 11-9- 60 o

0 57 '.._jolrolO -11-~ 62*%1&3 Counsel, . °
1200 Passnort Offlco, USh3, advise hat 'a passport app11Catlon
Y3 Ea

S,

was being processed for MELVIN M. BELLI and a recommendatlon{:
had been made by his office that passport facilities be k.
granted ‘to him.: S : : :

On . 10-79 62 a’ reguest was submitted to USDS for
‘a search of Pagsport Of;:ce records under this name. GCa -
11—27—62 - it -was necc ssary to resubmit this request since :
the Passport OlebC was unable to locate the original reques§

A e

4 v
VO JOoUndwl—o

Pertlncnt 1niormutlon from this file will be ”'&g
submltted to the Burcau immediately upon receipt oi same. U
USDS is bkeing closcly followed in this matic:. .

PR PR

‘et ses

s b »
N0

we

S et s La
< OV
A%

-

CE/- Bureau
1l - WroO .

1 . . DMB:ctw
2 .. - (3) -

35‘, SO AW
"71

L R B VT R IV TR T R

TN O

-___[ S

"~L. ‘.c "‘ R S

-t

o T ’«"‘-' e."'
PO “, s e "‘:" P



OFLICHAL §CRM NO. 11 ’ .
. 3010~104¢ . o ] . ~_
=7 7 UNITED STATES -~ W™ NMENT

Memorandum | S

-

To . :  DIRECTOR, FBI (105-49865) DATE: 12/17/62

>

- R ﬂbs}‘\c;"'wpo (105-18134) ' (RUC)

. CHANGED ot
SUBJECT:  MGLVIN MOURON BELLI
“ET - YS_CUBA S

g e
¢

R S =1
= R e s,
" —
=~ .-

\.‘N_ — -— i S R

. . . Lo ST, .‘ CRE
Lot W AP .

Lo e X T 3

D R ) R AR

A

2

3

4 -
S

6

g

el The title of this communication has been changed il
9 ﬁfi__\to show the full name of the subject as obtained from files Ei
0t .;;:‘of»j;’__tlge;-_?asspor_t...;&ffice, usps, - - :

SO

-

.~ - ReSFlet 11/9/68 captioned "MELVIN M, BELLI; IS-3

.. Enclosed are mine copies for the Bureau and one
copy for SF for inmformation of a LEM dated and captioned as 4
Aabove, . ' I ]
N X

N C ~ Subject®s passport file was reviewed by IC
&) 7 -’., -No additional pertinent information WFD files.,

@-Bureau (Eng A_9) o , . ' N S
I1-San F:rgnci‘Sco (105-4626) . (Iuvc) (Enc 1y (RM) - % Lo
- 1-wro (M | |

O L '

- DMBikjm -3 : L ;
(4) . ,(_.) . . . N ; _-,' :,-

POPMINY. S X
R TO
.

S

Y

vy

!

.- ae e e
-0 W

o, to: CIA/State I S A

14 t:OPY O]‘H/OSI/ACSI (& ‘} /;!; ‘“.l,,_ c ya .

15, wing slip for info. oA / Z ) MCT - 13 / & o s

16 by routng p/ 6 2 by JoA Ml . S et

17 -Qa\e.../--?-"/)‘p .-....-..... o REC.71 . ‘ .
8 A ' -
19 e . . ) . . : ':-’\ R
-)0 : ' R w1 |‘ \'
21 :
32 . . : : : - el
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) \ Ichply,PleaseReferw S - o ' : : 4
1 ».hnb ' L o December 11, 1962 _§
,.2 :._ .
3 MELVIN }HOUROK SEZLLI

: g = INTERRAL SECULITY - CUBA

::6 . . ;
55 on November 30 1962, iirs, Verde L, Crenshaw, - 18
= Passport Office, United ot tes Department of State, made . ‘i
‘gg :-available. a'file which cortained the following information:

‘e
-
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_ i§sued at San. Franc1sco, Callfornla, to Melvin HMouron E
/ﬂBelll based on an application filed by hlm at San Franc1sco,;¥

" control., According to the appl¢catlon Belli was born on ij

marrled on Harch 22, 1954, -to Joy.: Turner\Bclll, who was=

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

o 47
¥'On’5u1y 8, 1258, Passpo# Elﬂhmoer 1141530 was

Callfornla, on the same date. The passport was restricted
against travel to Alban-., Bulgaria, Hungary and those
portions of China, Xorea and Viet-Nam under communist

July 29, 1907, at Sonora,  California. His permanent residernc

Germany, u1ance, Italy and Spair for the purpose of attendingv®
a Bar Association meeting in Cologne (country noc:i stated).

. His parerts were identificd as C“csar A, Belli, who was Loxn
in 1885 at Eureka, Hevada, and Leonie louron, who was born |
in 1887 at- Sonora, California. Both were deceased., Relli R
showed that he was last married in April, 1956, to Joy - o
Belli, who was born in 1928 at Los. Angeles, Callfornla, 7t
and was presently residing with him, Belli's occupation ST
was shown as that of lawyer. On September 1, 1960, this i
passport was renewed at Vashington, B, C., for a trlp to
Bulgaria, Turkey, Italy and France, the purpose of this
travel being set forth as "lawyer-author"

.o was 1228 Montgomery S*“eeu, and tis mailing address 240 L ﬁgﬂ
~ --Stockton Street, both San ;ran01sco, California., He . o 3 WT;E
intended to depart from San Fraucisco by air on July 12, FRR
1958, for a trip of three weeks' duration to England, t:ﬁ ﬁé i

I

. On August 24, 1962 Pacssport Number £-529868 was
issued at los Angeles, Callfornla, to the above individual,
based on his_application filed at Los Angeles on August 20,
1962, Accordlng to the application his permanent 1cs1denco.has
.Belli Building, San Francisco, California, and his mailing
“address Continental Bank Building, 873 Sunset Boulevard,
Hollywood California, . : '

The application showed that. Belll was last

;g born.at. Los Angeles, Callfornla, in December, 1$30. Ti
i Alfﬁ‘ T
39 Corrrs msl‘"OYEg" . // — & -
:‘ | g .¢1‘T\ &
L ag%wf; PR e .—v--—«r:?\LCL.C..E.

éirt‘::‘m,e\;:“: = s

Yo ,‘ Tt e e s Lol q'..~.:_'.~_ . . .
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'been issued to Bell1
~.for travel to varlcus Eurooean countrles and in 1954,

RE g MELVIN MOURgﬁjBELLI

.

to -one Betty»Ballantlne, who was born in California in

1910, but fhat this marriage had been terminated by divorce.

. He. 1ntended to depart from Los Angeles by air 5
on. September 1, 1962, to travel as a tourist for one month.

'ﬁ;to Italy, France, England Alban1a, ‘Yugoslavia, Greece,
kQHungary ‘and- Bulgarla.

ThlS passport was restricted
against travei to Albania, Cuba and those portions of
China, Korea and Viet-Mam under communist control, By
letter dated November 15, 1962, the Passport Office in
Washington, D, C., valldateu thlS passport for one round
trip to (Cuba .not to extend keyond January .30, 1963, for

the purpose of vriting artlcles for a law rev1ew.

"EﬁﬂA The flle showed that passports had prev1ously
in 1929, 1947, 1949, 1954 and 1956

to Japan.'

This document contains neither

' recomnendaolons nor conclusions of

" - the FBI It is the property of

. tae FBI and is loaned to your agency;

. 4t and its contents are not to be —
~distributed outside your agency. .

. S “;'yﬁ géz’//' : «'?
'application fgrther showed that Belli had been married e
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T, ‘ _Bﬂlli,Aghﬂ and Gerry

R SAN FRANCISCO [§ - -yuadw i-1849 |
.~ The Balli Building - 722 wonYcOMERY STREET -

L0 OMELVIN M, BELL
LoV ASHE

RICHARD r. CERRY
“SLYMOUR L. ELLISOR
.RORLRT K, MILLER

= JACK G, MCBRIOE - - '
* VASILIOS 8. CHOULOS
PAYIO M. MCGAKLY |

LOS ANGELES 3S (HOLLYROOSI “1iandiR 3-as
CORTININTAL SANK 200G & &,
RN . . 8730 $JNSCT 60V ¢° RO

BELLI, ASHE ANC GLRRY ©

.

ROME, ITALY TOKYO, JAPAN .

MELYIN M. BEL .1 G
LOU AShE
KICHARD F. .3 WIS

t

‘caBLE "aELEA” 0CK£L0 . Lc bR
' oL DANNY B, )

.

Ny © O M. JN N W NS

WILLIAM 1. RECD
NORMAN G. CARUN
LGO TRUST & $AVINGS BUNLDIN

.

' San Francisco - March 8, 1963

-

» e % s e FEN . N

) £Dr..Fred'Miller .. -~ .- .- '

23 *Federal Bureau of Investigation S

24 23700 Washington Avenue - - o

'S5 . ‘Washington,-D.-C.. - -

26 ST ew R

27 Dear. :

28 Lepie it G . . ' R

29: ry nice meeting you recently and I am looking forward to 1efing

10 . 'youon my next visit to. Washington. It is my hope that we can possil¥y -

., ~-get’together on some FBI pictures that I might use for a new book I: .1’

32 "doing on criminal law. - B ' !%

14 MODERN_TRIALS (Abridged Edition) is the one-volume abridgment fo. i

5 ‘the layman as well as the law student of the famed six-volume ~.ODERN :

36» TRIALS, which was the first and is the best-selling law book of its kind

; in ,the last ten years. = o -_ - :

‘9 "L This currént abridged edition is particularly slanted for general reader

0 . “-as well as law student and lawyer interest. We expect a large sale ic

11 -the lay public. It will be followed by my demonstrative evidence crim- §
..-inal law book, ‘a new venture in publishing, since it, too, has been written:
.for laymen:as well-as lawyers.: - e T a

The book is being accepted for teaching use in many of the major law
_schools of the United States, but we are particularly interested now
.".that the layman see what is the law, of what it is made, and how it is
-7 “practiced. We hope that this is the book which tells him, as well-as the
" law student.

<

~ We have aéked our publishers, Bobbs-Merrill, to send youa copy of
.this book and are hoping that you might be able to do a review fcr us.

All good wishes,

MELVIN.M..B%

LLI .

————
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qEx “thi' Jzity . He Wamed me to imorm'you tbat 25 a matter of r\gl_cy,

willj:ot be possioie for Dr. Mx.lﬂr to comment ceoencerning your

Helen W Gandy
Secrefary '

§33nes to DeLoach memo, 3/13/63 captloned

“Belli, Belli, Ashe and Gerry, The Belli Bu11c‘1ng
ontgomery Street San Franmsco 11 Ca_lifOrma.'?
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UN!TED STATES GOVLI . : 3elmant . .

: 3

T0 Mr. DeLoach . - DATE:  3/13/63

.'T_E:;Fre > Mﬂler of the Laboratory.  Belli refers to a recent meeting with SARL
~sthat he«looks ferward to seeing him on his next visit to Washingtbn, and he 3 <5
. the ho‘ﬁ’e that. hercan receive some assistance on FBI pictures Wthh he migh¥;

‘_,i Lo . , ) ’ L ‘, s
BACKGRﬁUND T TR S

——

Mokr . _°
Memomndum - | f";,‘,j,:'“"ffs"? Z
. : A (»‘ Ltn’ns -

Gale . I

-\.;'

: MVA,.)’/J es/

‘ MELVIN M. BELLI - -

{ BELI_I, ASHE AND GERRY '

" "THE_BELLI BUILDING. .

.. 122 MONTGOMERY STREET
. SAN FRANCISCO 11, CALIFORNIA

:;Captmned 1nd1v1dua1 has sent a letter dated 3/ 8/63 to Spec1a.1

a new book he L§ wr1t1ng on criminal law. ~ Belli also refers to a book he ha.S
"Mode  Trials,'' and notes he has requested the publisher to send a copy Lc»
Mlﬁr in tﬁe hoggs that the latter may be able to review it. Lo ot fy;'

1

i |

On 2/15/63 SA Miller- dehvered a paper, "The Forensic Sc1€«M 1sti
in Court, ' before the American Academy cf Forensic Sciences in Chicago. 21l :
approached SA Miller afterwards and con‘phmented him on the paper. This was tre %

..only contact SA Miller had with Belli. y S o R

s . %
- [ :
; Q.. e | .

_;) : . - A LR AT TR . < |
" INFORMATION IN BUFILES: /7/»’/ st /7). / | /" :

B et LU LU L PO P

W
«@Enclosures (2)
-—-:Mwn




. M. A..Jones to DeLoach Memo
Re: Mr. Melvin M. Belli -
' San Fr c1sco Cahforma

.9\ ._.. /N AHAA -4“ u - __I:
12
3
4
.S
16 ]
¥
.9
:0.
- 2 S !
12 . L In an'a;rtel dated 11/2/61 Los Angeles furmshed deta11s corc
?3,\(/36‘111 s defense of a Jocal judgze who had been charged with offerine lenie fi
i;a to four women defendants
26 |Downey, California, at that time described Belli as one of the most vicious aiy
>7. |scrupulous md1v1dua1s he had ever encountered The Director noted on the a :
8 that Bel]i 1&"3. shyster " :
29 Lk | .
:0 .-.' " In November 1962 we' receued information from the State De fa
g _ ent ‘that Belh was mtendmcr to v1~,1t several foreign countries including Cub: !%
il . ._ 5 TN T
:3 “OBSERVATIONS: . ’
se [
?Z In view of Belii's unsavory reputatlon we certainly do noc \ v ; .
17 «.offer him any kind of cooperation nor do any thing to encourage further conkact ~SN
18 of Bureau personnel by him. o ‘ . : ' . "
'9 don
0 RECOMMENDATION: | | £
f% , - That the attached in-absence letter be sent to Belli advising of our &

l inability to be of assistance, and that no further acknowledgement he afforded him

K
. n_—’/ _." )
I J it
'l’\) s
¢ A
4L
{ 4l

N O - L. . A .
I T AP R R T Ll ol
o ..,.“’ :."oa ’d.c e SR e e . . 3—__ EER L RN
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w s

.had Béentat a recent scientific convention in Chicago when Belh had congratu;® red

‘UNlTEl_) STATES GOVE. MENT T : %°:31: —.'_g—If' -
! : Caes i
Memorandum )
. : i 1
. . . . . - Fva-x., —_—— ;
; TO  : .. Mr. DeLoach ' DATE:  3-26-63 . gii',uf'__,__ﬁ_‘. i
1 :
2 : gl
. 4 / —) . : ." .,",
L . 2 [,_ 4 Py
: : . AV o
‘6 BELLI :ASHE AND GERRY . _ VS B S
- - 'THE BELLI BUILDING - \ : AN - B
; . "7+ 722 MONTGOMERY STREET : . A T R
o SAN\FR_._A__NCISCO 11, CALIFORNIA - - O
e N ‘} k2
32 BACKGROUND " S S
14 g . Msc memo of 3-13-63 noted rece1pt of a letter from captioned i
5 1nd1v1duwby SA'Fred M. Miller of the Laboratory in which Belli expressed By |
:s the hopezhe mlght-recewe assistance on FBI pictures he desired to use in a ; R
,g T New book he was Writing. Belli referred to another book he authored, "Mode‘l e
; .E'i'.T.TrlaIs ""an sa1d he had asked the publisher to send SA Miller a copy in the 4 1% mi
_;"hopeﬁtheoclatter might be able to review it. SA Miller's only contact with T e - o o 'ﬁ

2, 5 M111er o paper, he had delivered. . - : ﬁ m :
f o In view of Belli's unsavory reputation, he was afforded an

2 in- absence response on 3-13-63 advising of our inability to be of assisiunce ,
Taa to h1m and of the fact that SA Miller would not be able to review his book
: s: . — — [
185¥ . 3 : SR
19 CURRENT DEV“‘LOPMENT : : y '
10 .-
) S " . A copy of Belli's book "Modern Trials, " has now been received i

i2 by SA Miller. It has not been rev1ewed however, it appears to be a text devoted #
i3 . .to the handling, preparatlon and trial of cases, with the emphasis on necrhgence
matters, o

16" RECOMMENDATIONS: L Rge- 51 PN 2 e f-* 5 A
8 - (1) Since Belli was informed that it would not be possible for a
19 Bureau representative to review this book, it is recommended that no further

30 - acknowledgement be sent to him. . et e e

41 “I”\R ‘)}‘ ]Q”)
(2) That the attached copy of "Modern Trials" be retamed in {} -

36 Enclosure '
‘_2 Mr. Conrad
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el'vm~
. : 'successful San Fr'mclsco law-\
ST - ) yer,’ took _over " the - defense’
R “for sclf. appomteﬁ e\ecutioner’_
LT ’ Jack: Ruby: “today ‘and - s#id’
RS . .\...)y will. plead mnocent by
reason of msamty\to the slav-c
ing; . of g -accused:;: presxdentxale
assa\, n ‘Lee Harvey ‘Oswald..
*:Belli said he has no. obJec-
“fions to live ‘e‘evrsxon cour—
‘age of the trial.”’
g “We will be ready by the
i S(h*duled t-nl date of Feb. 3
E -'_’ iz said. “We will plead :11'1*
A g not guilty by reason -of insan-:
- ‘ 1[V ” B :
PR T 53 Belli-said, he may ask for av
‘change of vénue to move . the:
"trial from Dallas. Belli said } ‘19,

Al

LA L I LV LV R N R R I BN
.-ﬂ-l

MOV IONEWRNIFTOOM IAUN B WN

Y

1|\\111 be Ruby’s chief counsel.s
i Belli visited .Ruby. in his
. ’ Dallas ‘County jail cell along:
e : . with -attorneys-Tom ‘Howard: |~
: : . oL of., Dallas, -Sam:. S:*, Brody of*
14 : ’ T Y Los: ‘Angeles ‘and “J.H.' Tonaa’
hill of Jasper, Tex.. .*" ]
i5 . i - Howard: took the’ Ruby casd) Lo s’
16 & . fhours ;-after - Ruby shot and: D
17 - - - killed Oswald in the basement- A
. - =.. 4 of the Dallas city- jail Nov. 24;. L
*0 wo o before a Nation-wide tel evi- ;
19 - . sion audxence : L
350 e SO

- "-l

B2 i ey .

~

22 L ‘L Z? 135

‘New York Heraid _Tr] bune

New York Post

DN i weazd

TO;.»{}” a______.-’ i
Bel"{'\n; e I

vd

k] P
Mchr .7 LBt
e S .
Casper T
LCallahan :

Ccnrcd, —_

- ﬁ&e}?&.h <.
. \\- Evcns .
Gal .
/};ulhvc 1
Tavel

Trotter
Tele Roc

The Waskington Post cnw
Times Hercld

The Evening Star B

B Sts

New York Journal-Amariccn

New York Mirror

New York Daily News

The New Yprk Times
The Wo.ker :
The New Leader

’I‘he Wall Street Journia! _
The Notlonal Obse-r __
People‘s Werd

< —
Dute,
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-OPNOMAL FORA NO, 10 . ‘-
. (~‘l’ ; ‘l.

Telson

UKITED STATES GOVERN..ENT L _ ceren
. . Cufi)er-
Memorandum - B Gl

H \.cnrcd
/ + Celooct. v

Evens _ ____t

.. .. =~ )."~I‘ R . .. . L o
TO : ,hr,,Belmou{}jis‘ DATE: Lecember 11, 1663 =iy
- AN . .

- ? R’° €7 3],
M <
" 0\ i . Tave
.- N / Trott

1 : o

5 FROM - 11 : A . : -
. : N N N , Geaa il
b r . \ - P ) - |
300 (r) : - . ., s
4y o - R ' ' - e ooaf
.q  SUBJECT: .- MELV Ix B, BELLY, ATY um\bV S . Sy e j\/-"
6 s INFORAMSTICN CONCERNING fiﬂjy

":I ol '.-... N ' . s

¢

A
3

——

v

L lne Director nas asked for_a mémorandum on Melvif !
Belli who ‘according to newspay-er. releases of this date, wil
represent éch Kuby who will soon be tried for tbe slayi n* cf
) accused, Presidential assassin Lee Harvey Gswald. Belli,
;Q_'accoru1ng to tiie news releases, will be reacv by the sc}
. -trial date of 2/3/63 end has incdicated thai defense coun
will. plead Iuby not yuilty by reason of iis agluv
 iere is atracnedRAOSTYGELS I
iiiere is attaciéd e memorandun dated 3,/13/33 whic
pertincnt ihﬁﬁaﬂutlon,l ‘Bureau files yonrelninz

\centa ifisc
S T :
<. T3 7 The only periinent additional information ngacouez-Q
w oT the '3/13/63 wemorandum: is contained in the file of Jean :
' Klawell Pestana, .2-Los Angeles attorney wiio 1< dc 1"° in the
Commm“ISI ful't.) 0 Lan G :Ll\.o, vu(].lIOxhld. =3

ommitice on

TR DU

izs on ,/z/uu and

subuoenaea )P nr' a
’JDl.LC nheay ,Ln ia f
r;ouesteﬂ O

weii—s

—

-

1

H

S5¢.
at LC.JC

i

5

i 6 : . y’ _...-)\)' ..__u-t S;. FI AN H '-"i.!“ - i -
1o |counsel as_te: atforney, elvin Zelli, was unable i<

jg i - the~hedrings at tday time, -In an appearaxce before the [louse
19 % :|Comfiittee on Yn-imer cun Activities in Weshisgten, . €., on
.0 \8/5/63 xcswna invoked the Fifth Amendment in answer te. Liue
il . travel andelommunist Farty membership, o

:2 - \.\'v -C-:-o 5'1..‘ . RS s

3 . ACTICN: TR : A - o L

14 o LT - R ST '
15 For the CLirector's informatioa.

i6 D , ‘

17 ) -\- - o L. i

15 Enclosure -
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: (Mount Clipging in Space Below)
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24! Alam- . :
25 boyani lawyer—-eulb_rful yes"' -
26 % The =~book’ #Belli’s - . own
+9 “Ready for"the :Plaintiff.”. - -
- l.After Rub,'s bond heanng Mon-{
18 day, > Belli 78 n%.toldreporters| -
29 ﬂmfh d hecﬂkdr"
2 ; '
1? *;\'U f‘fied.Press Intematxona.l ventl L
12
: Fipge
34 2 : periormcr
15 ényone could : ook, Hxs silver
X hair, his flamboyant manner, his
;3 ﬂmrq.for the ;dramatic—all . are
) 8 '“. 20 —
39/‘ o
30 "A ] “was once
;; nmed way -by-‘Dean -
2 Willi ‘of ;the “Univer-; -’ SN LTS
23 sV LMS&ml‘ ?42ﬁ= ‘.
14% _gery"good_tnal lawyer. is,’ to‘ N e ! 2
15 some’extent}:an actor, be-he art-: a7 JAN .‘ML‘ Y,

= -

- & \ »dl Rt -:.:
g3-slogs. 'nanages the  evidegye.
Belhxs all of that, n_,—n-m:k .
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Bekﬁp

€usper
\,QlLahan
\,on adf

m Tavel
_Trotter
> Tele Ro} off

Holmes 8

.
L

.gd,,Jack Ruby. -the; 'pxstol-
mleamod!f, Lee «Harvey Oswald
ras:’ '

a nur ofl
er’ states—are_ ready to give!
L étm three™ 1hat junspru-
ltlblc ir ¥ W,
¢

1“King of Torts,”-

‘{ing.them two-thirds of the neH

18¥e

1e iy
1 e makes 1t;’and whxle .,blal'
% new: “trails in-the evolution-
§the ancxeat ‘and honorable,
4=,
]

:Common ‘Law, he -com-:

es,‘tbe “bestof -John Drew,
.an?B arrym o're, Maurice

‘yans-and ‘Richard-Burton’ to
"Q o;:the . audience .with . a.
3ea cal performance that sel-.
Em equaled‘m the_h&.w

0 ern, theater.

ous: from’ the plaxhhff’; pomt=
iew; and 1.1famous 23 far’

the Amencun \ emcal Associ-
atlon are concerned.” :

* Wirning the proud txtle of.
Belli has’
{eased -the pzin and suf ering;
of Hundreds of clients by giv-

he .won from -the: insurance!
companies in prosecuting then-g
‘claims for damages. They.have:
received - severa] :millicns = of
dollars,’ which. is the\reason ‘the,
San’ Francisco. attorhey: is a

“du'ty name”. to the l.ablhty

members -uf the medxcal"
fessxon RS g 7

i"'He ‘also has- practxced crim-
mal law, - defending - everyone
from leers ‘to forgers.-Some!
of his capital-crime clients have
.sent: him . Christmas .greetings
from ‘life’ imprisonment -cells
or:: from ‘homes established
after acqulttal Others haven't.”
They died in San Qu\.ntm Pns-

on’siapple green, 8-sided- gas.-

’chamber

Fach “of his cases Is pre-
‘sénted with & {flair. His sub-
mxssion ‘of evidence. is dra-
mat.nc ﬂamboxam The sécret-
i of hls success -is metxculous'
preparatmn and attenhon-t
compellmg prcsentauon andl

; arguErent— |

ELY,

, wrapped package at his tabfe,|
Not once did he refer to lt :
| But its almost_constant ‘move:}
fascinated ‘the men and|

the Ju.ry Fmally he

carriers : for -, individuals .and -

Q’:'-—-r:r=,e-071“v~‘- ‘: R

:should.’He, studles annually at].
*Johns Hopkms to keep abreast |,
in i medical}

-of - the. " latest :
science. He ‘knows the law.

the knee by the flanged

municipal ‘railwaystreet car.
As the . trial~ progressed, " He

ing  a-

ment

unwrap”’ ‘it—to display-an arti-
ficial - limb.” He: carned it to
the one-leg ed woman, ‘asked
her -to/fit:-it to. the thigh
‘stump. " She did. 'She then
stood.wan- but brave before
| the . Jury, suppomng herself
on one’ silken clad leg and
one mechanical device.

The - jury awarded her
$100,000 . settlement, a record!
in those -days. Since then the
sum. for - Belli ‘verdiets has
-reached - $675,000, ‘gziven onc

wheels. of a° San: Francisco{

- kept touchmg, turmng, sh1ft-=
+long - butcher-paper :

n
Belli razse' the packave, slowly labew York Mirror

.M)ule

pla:ntiff. in an.action -agaipst
Cutter. Laboratornes !n

;j‘a‘-co.“—::
- ‘*ﬂ
45 d

o
. | £
Studxas ‘Johns Hopkins ~. : \w
hh‘:c.w ..more medicine Ay i
Bgllt's: "emus ‘m tne law has‘ t}* an. ‘many_a " specialist.. He} /\ g

Once “he soughit damages} - a R
‘{for a-woman whose sliapely! e
limb~had been severed above®

The Washington Post cnc 1
Times Herald

The Evening Stur
New York Herald Trikune

New York Journal-American

;I.'. 'vr, LA '

Ggle .
pit e
*. Sulliv:snh@

o R AT

New York Daily News
New York Post

The Worker

The New Leader

The Wall Street Journal o
The National Obs«-er .
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- BEST COPY Avmm, ®

omer cas¢¢ 'e~
m alf: :{}usdo—pc)und de-

broble V
Th

\:14

iﬁg’

3 N L .
3 3&1_1¢hat rolg he’ was “Vagged,”! ' ;
!

t@uége_ ifingerprinted,-jailed, i
d “ﬂoated” out of town with
‘warning | from the police;
,®urt ;udge to "never. Iet his

sh_q _;touch-‘grpug_(_i - Sany .

)ears
,lgter ‘Then” he'* “appeared.- as

unsel.for the: ‘plaintiff before} ‘ gages. Ro ce but‘

‘cqe game ‘judgezand - qualified| . ‘ I fe dnvcs a R'Qui-epa)mted—f

Imself:by presenting his San . ‘ “black, .

; ego :rap sheet,’ complete with| s %
L profile’ photos, ‘and

ontan

3;5@ priiits:*The(judge’” ‘eould
hb nothing ~but*commend 'hi
{er: w;ehabin tion,

1'#2,.*}1 7ays :
1 7HIsvoice 1s soft; mellow, or| ~
,r el with” nghteous indigna-
n"at ‘the cupxdxty ‘of his op-; .
nents. His /}ssum are dark,'the! ' . i

estiefy Qm aville -row;: His!
?l ris¥are- -handmade . “with
FRtfled fronts from which wink
yzxgbnq,nstuds,,somehmes hid-1
ﬁg?by’;asﬂowm_g, .Byron - tie.!
£hirt-cuffsare starched to'
Stifiness wdbl}?ck boots:

sie sumsiup. in.a dam-;
ltf.h'e~. uses”a “blackboard. :
h,sts :50 -many . thousands .of |
g ’“for thistloss’ and;that
1Zand:strikes’ - ‘grand total. .
f‘é-th.e.:gwas “method m y

‘us ddm ol
;ﬁ-vzv on :

Rl ‘)t.._ . g

D I . e
T Tmm e e 1 o
‘:’-W ._;'._""-I:."-\-;.:-‘-'j.-.w"\uw— Hf et ay et L

Bt

. to the hilt. -

ilives_on- the . top floor. of :a

J.u-er (‘nr;erts Addlhon T

A San : Francisco; Superior
‘Court gudge became“so trans-
fixed wilh' the itemized list of
damages that when Belli struck
Ahe-total’ ‘with'; i ﬂuxi"y oefdchalk

urist®exclaim
dujt otxhedgn 't me an, $200, 001(:i

" Every mor mnﬂr “his secletarv
gives hlm 10 “brand new $10
bills. © . et

“A man has-to ha\e walk-
ing around morey,” he ex-
pla.ns shpmng them 1nto a
sohd silver. mopey clip.;

- He' confounds -wine wmtem
w1th his» knowledge of vm—

For night 11me and mppy‘
an:* Francxsco daytxme ‘wear
-he “prefers”a’ crimson lined
cape rather.than:a. .Chester-
field,: -yelyet .collared topeoat |
t ff his black' Homburg.
13t ”is G, his office and
at?he has Teally
‘given free flight to hls fancy g
for the spectacular‘ n
Raxsmg his."seéond- famxly
thh his "third" w1fe_ at’, 5'2,_he

- three’ ﬂoor ‘flat- bulldmg he
‘owns -on Telegraph Hill . m
:San’; .Francisco;::0
prbvadmg By
view.of Sam; xancxsco Bay,

3

: ,wandered ‘into:" the stree“

!done [in

bookshelf is” of spec al 1 t-"
est*rr-mﬂds ~the volumes

‘has written,. more than a snfi
ranging from frothy, bits’
L

pro .
e ve'm de"more’ :than :§
000 out of thit'oné,”-he v

,New Oljleans-..'; :
:yér ' William " Sweeney - DoV ;:ﬂ f.
New Yorkon'ce v1sxted {
iBelli buxldmg Afier surv
Lthe gansh mtenor of. Bel

reached by, sliding down .1 x'~-
man’s_x brass rrpole lSwe g

viously suffetring from shew
- “If this was in Phl.adelpll
'he muttered, “the man wc: ‘l'
ve ‘disbarred.” —_—

That has oceurred ic tha eth—
ics ccmmittee of the lalifornia
State Bar Association at'tinws,
too, but nothmﬂ has bee don(-
about it : .

As for the Amerlcan Bar 15-
sociation, Belli says: ™ - -

“I hang that- certificate over
the bowl in the wasn roo:n.”
\o Ordmary.Counsel '. .

™ Thus™: v be  said, Jac
Ruby has“*no ordmary defense
counsel to'.ry to. win frezdom
on the Urounds -he was*insane
‘when ~he fired the fatal “shot
that killed: the aueged iller
of Presxdent Kennedy. ",

proeiis S A iy

’ ML‘OF 9F tHE home is

the” 've,vers--crlmmn ;

to black —.;of the Gold Ru- .
i h

laaymfornxa ne bui't-n -

-And’it is"also ceriain beyon G
a_reasonable doubt that: el
vin ‘Mouron Belli will- provnoﬂ
.Ruby" with more than " a: con ;

etent ‘defense. -
rHe always gives his c¢lien!
hat defense. They have hur. -
dreds of thousands of dnlla: |
to prove it. - ;

And those who jost 3}
that resulted i" = :
ments mzy nui o,
Mouron Relli bm thu.
him; and fe:r him. -

He accepis, giatiiuc .
spect,-and foar as kis b dua
‘but is not everwhel: Ty i,
After ail, “genius . oy: i
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Melvin M. Belli, Jack Rubf’slaw::er, has earned a rapn- - -
isn-fsssheing a garish genius. —_—
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Coee, DelVela)

Texé:é-grzr :;14 sks Ban

IN,.:-Tex., vxolent outburst out-
(UBD:=- he State* Bar today 'aﬂeous ) conduct" u:foi‘owmg .
iaskedr— émussxon from thelthe death pena]ty sentence! :
":[‘e'xas Supreme Court to file{given his" immerchent Jack

) ermanent mJunc*xon Ruby, in a Dahas
to™ ar San Francxsco at;ormv jcourtroom .
Melvm helh from pxactlcmg

HIWTINthe" State of Texas. .

(,ounty
wo weeks "‘ago. |
-Thie motion’; quoted Belli as

i saying -aftes-. the verdxct
7. The"® sult:"was., filed for" 1'1~.=

State,Bar, of Texas- by Davis May I thenk ‘this. jury for a
b ‘general | counsel, andlnctcrv for . bmo‘try‘ You .can

L.~'Money rést - assured- we »wzll appeal

: 'tn's to a court where there is|
-L,ar. acct.sed Bcu'—u-uwct ee. We will take it to a

'fcourt outside Dallas.”"
The State Bar's motion!
-said, “Such flagrant vioia-
tions ¢f the canons of cthics!
have shocked the conac.ences:
.0f not only the lawyers of
“Texas and the Nation, bu_t .
m*e public-as well,” - - ;
f The Bar filed a 10-page pe-
xtrtxon .accompanied - by 40
,pa zes of newspaper article re-

NOT REGORDED
46 APR 7 1964

{7»33.

-al

:productions. All_the . articles ‘}«
lxqvo]ved Belli’s “criticism of, /{/) .
Dallas,. - District- “Judge ~Joe )
{Brown and the Ruby tnal’ v
lJury :

'/‘k-y' L/ /""'-"’. K /]

N7

mf,m

TRV T ..¢,.

Belinont r._,.;;_.' ;-
s -

. 1 l_lr ' ;;
Casper
C:zllchan -

—_——
Rl
Gonrad. =%

B
Deboden ¥ L7 E’

Evans e i

Times Herald

The Vashington Dalily News
The Evening Star

New York 'r!erclc'__Tnhur.e

New York Journal-American

New York Mirror

The Worker

The New Lecder

The Wall Street Journal .
The National Obse=¢ _
Feople's World ___

Date

T Y

-
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- {rese careless rumors came from 3 different sources: (I explam

R

PG, Hise s L ‘ e b ' . : ﬁ -
-a? 1983 denidi‘a o - =

Puda Can ste .- '

- B . . _' :-,...‘3; R
.o T UUNITEL 504085 Goo JRNMENT - . (‘_,/ : -_fi—_.—_
; Memorandum - AR
. e . P

Mr. Mohr . o February 25, 1964 [ =

C.; D ‘De:LOa.c'h' Lt '

'ASSASSINATION OF TP X PRESICENT

 called for the Director at 12:07 p.m. 2/25/ Upors
'S absence from the office, he agked to speak to me.

-

‘Bformed of- the Director.

ot E;es"a Na,val- Hosp;ta.l t the, tnne for a physmal examination. 1 called

B 3:30 p.n , e

22 .
3‘3j adwsed that om, of *hur good youn reporters, who is

24 be-‘Very rehable ‘has learned from sour ces in Dallas, also from members of Ci#hg ‘
25d from one recently released F3I Agent, that both Jack Ruby and Lee Harvey Cf
’%r' informants of the FEI prior to the time President Kennedy was assasematcu
éacec that his repm& ‘had pledged notto reveal the name of inis former A Lgent
dlcated that" ‘Melvin Belli; ‘the a.ttC.‘)‘.(,}' for. the defense in *he 1?uby case, -had telek
5 vorier mat Oswald ‘was an _FBI 1mormam
'2#‘. L The alleged sources in Corrr ess who told the eporier apcdfnis
sRatter -additionally advised him that it was eatir 2ly possible that J. Edgar Foovs

PV

*izadqua.rters in Washington would never be \,on.,u: ea about local informauncs. s

P

SRR P ) ol
Prued that this appeared to be sufficient proof that Ruby and Oswald could hove oo, Ik
i<ormants without the Director or FSI Headquearier 'S knowing about it, Belli told = ALk

;gporter that he 'wouldn't care to comment so much regaramd Ruby's -con::actions w._th the et
Pl but . that he knew from reliable sources that Ruby ied been an informant for & weokd g
*8wald 2n informant for 13 weeks.. Belli additionally told the reporter that Ruby ;ed'g‘;
'1 uamuers and peov)le of low cha.racter ‘.nd that ch.Jd was a seeurlty type ii:lor S

e

: sa1d hé wantedo let the Dir rector know about :his matcer &t
1’50’\1 hnn that the Director already knew of hig rumor that that this was an old; oic st
jygthout a scintilla of truth to it. I went inic some aetail with xplamm that

e matier of - cn:-zfccr-z-

$8=tiand, Chairman of the Senate Internal Security Subcorm nmittee,
"3ur=el of that Comr..lttee, having picked up this infor
#1015 employed by Senator Strom Thurmond. 1told
3 he had backed down. laimed that he merely ¢

prior expenence in military intelligence. I told
ybllty 1051(: and was a "dreame“" (2) 1 mentxoned the

8

N
R
o fN\\‘\a ) -

SO -.-
~ "

,~ (& E 'n \ < .
i -..J uvaLAS IFI 2‘1& \( ‘e!‘:\n\\\-‘:“t
.4.\. v -l-"“‘" Wi
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eLoach to Mohr.memo : :) ' (07
¢: Assassination of the President ' ] 7(,\/ b 1

N

.vas undoubtedly one -
.2nd defamatory- statements about the T .JI I adcitior all V4 men’uoned the incident i olvm i
‘-'he reporter by the name of Hudkins who had re :fused to back up his statements pigii &
~hade to Henr Wade, the prosecutor in Dallac, Texas. Insofar as Belli was co
ich e might like to consider the source inasmuch as Belli would us

uge possible in order to get publ LClty for himself and to get his client, Ry}

“pubter
i ;L& -
.:jwe ooL ona plea of insanity.

-V : _agreed that the allegatmns were. undoubtedly Ialse and
3 ‘at he was satisiied and that no action would be taken by the ) i
3owever- that I'call . publisher of the :
“he same facts. He state ' could be reachéd at

-’zgun:ber at the. otfices.’

’; S Ita.J<ed to—at anor ommatelir 4:20 p. m.

) " P
)é) nré-the same Tacts as previously given by however added that thy]
“epo- tez*’\fe vin Eelli making the above- 1nem1oned allec aind
r;vent ‘into some detall refuting the same allegations that both-and
:2ad.mentioned. In conclusion, Ltoic-thm Eelii's allegations, particul .

would necessitate owr interviewing him and asiing him to put up or uy ki

&d he thought this would be necessary and agreed it should e done.
‘Jluded by stating that the article would not be publishec in the papers; Lowever, L@
,=elt;that Belli would continue his gabbing and scme other paper might carry these aile~
,,gations.. Itold him'that ublications had 2 Iready carried almest the same rumors. . ;;
- mentioned former Agw*& article in "SAGA' magazine as well as the article’in !
:0Nation" magazine and the articles by the Communist Party.
guth these artlcles l*owever stated he could see the rumors were being well playad.
l »
‘3 : . Bot =-ana— were completely satisfied concerning o} ]
gefutatlon of- these allegations. _ ..

IACTION: . - ‘ BT ~

was not familizr

'8 ' It is sy gested this memorandum be forwarded to the Domestic Intelii
pivision and that conslderatlon be glvea to immediately i~ferviewing Belli concer:..
.nbo.ve mentioned allegations which he ailc ed v vave te -
- Neither
d1d not push them in this regara in viev' of t:,u
uureau I do feel, however, that if it is nccessary
glal'n the:eporter has okt ained from Beili. -
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: ’ lalf . 1-r . Belmont
1-lr.lMohr
’ / 877[0/&?2&&7’(\2 I-Yr.Callakan
= %QQj/}/ . - : i~<r.DeLoach
l\ EI-.'_.V(."C. Sullivan G, + S pATE: 2-28-34
~l‘.. E =2 7 3-iir.Rosen
.BRQM QiE? i-ir,.Sullivan - . |
3 _ e i-¥r.Malley - o
PN : : i-ur . Branigan - <:
sumccr TVE?HARVEY OSWALD" ' C 1<Nr.Lenihan
'6 " INTERNAL SECURITY - R - CUB& ;4 (C) 1 ,,Ir Declcer
- / SR R - 'bq-b’\@- C1-
. . [‘ . . . - o
.9 15 4rsgl.s . Memorandum Hr - Deloaci fo-Mr. i} '
10 infora: _
2 espectlve ,
7 descrrbed bm y reiia pere advised by Melvin =
?i atto~ney for Jack Lby, that Oswa]d wac an’ FBI informant; ThAt Ee"
24 knéw from rell Lle sources th%u ?bby ‘tad been an 1nformant for 8
S and Osy n informant for 13- wedlks, stated this Tre
26 Belli making tiaese ailegatioas.
27 recoimended consiceration ke given. to immediately interviewing Bel;
?g and“the'Dlrecto; noted: "Yes, _hahe hﬂm either put up or shuu up, & :
> L S ;
10 L s, At 9:20. p m., 2-28- oA SA CGordon Shanklir, Dallas , teix»§ I
?lfphoni lly advised Night Suoervzsoz ‘A. J. Dacker as ;ollows SAC 3"

2sShankliin. and- S3 Vincent E. Drain interviewed Belli tke evening of W
YZ =28-64in a nOUel roomn securced for that purpose. Belli insisted #%
o . Delli was adviso,

Loso Y

that his fellow lawyer, Joe Tcnahill, e present

P.thab we had rece*vod *nfoAthiOW from = reliable source that
5 stated LeerHarvey Oswald was 2 sccurity-type informant ¢ tic .
’a period of 13 weeks. He was iniormed <that there was aksolutely no
truth.in this and that we desired to secure from him any and all
gilnformatlon which he bhad in this regard. -
) , . _
N . Bélli stated tnat aro:znd the first of the year he had sc¢an
n article in the "Holston Post™ by Lomnie- Hudkins, which article was
runor to the eiffect that Oswaid mlght have tecen an informaat of the
I or CIA, and subseduent to that article Belli subpoenacd Hudkins to
ppear as a witness at the chanre o* venue hearing oefore Judge Joe . i
rown, Sometirce cduring that period he Ieard “vother rumor around *'e
ourthouse to the &ffect that Oswald might” hove been an informant c: thg-
3 BI. Belli related that he questioned Iudizins during the ch“nge of S
avenug hearing as he #20t that the prosvcuu;o“ night try to use hinm ao
{ ater date, Juag» Srowa in the change of vEaue hearing rvfused to
{ ermit Hudklns tc answer his question after oijections of th

X

3
e

L N
- -

Belli.stated that he tiizcught at that
hat. thege TumoI. Oorifgin atvu,Wiﬁh Tilliiam Albkn -r}; M¢q§f
.ttorney; who had iried nla;;-cther _rTumors on him ond tha

ellit*s feeling thot “1e.an55} thought Belli micnt 211 for.
} ¢._stated he pla;ce no credenca vhatscaever in Tie rumncr tb-
; n lnformant and uhw» i* unv;v L0S any credencs oo oBuc
0

[EPET P

= i '\4 T :”\L,..,,.f.g-._- oz, [ o Tt
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somorandum to Mr. Sullivan
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald
D 105-82555 o : -
o v Em ’
'2!that ~"ch 1n;orm tlon had any
‘Jiout” that: ‘if he. brought this up

iprove it.and he would never think of
true from thc -FBI, . "

o —— ey

ze in tne Jacik Ruby trial. He.poil
the trial ke would certainly hav
£ ceing so without .seeing if it

N o 6O
:mA-‘-—‘—.'.Q‘

MUMeIrouS reporiers anog
e could not recall iy
{o the best of ais me
nim if he had heard i
‘the FBI and he beliieved
cx. To the best of ai
he had heard this runij

s

. _ Bclll stated tiat ke o
‘¢ news mcdla during the pasi scveral
" whom ke had talked. However, he
;O!thatfapprox1mately 3 weeks aoo
q4r »mor -that: Oswald had been an iaformz

vthe person ashlng ‘this' question wnz

PURRSESIRVOREIIW W - (WSS, SIS

-
"

'3 *emo*y Belli stated he told this T

,”around the courthouse., He coes uot égxaai 14 what he sald b (s

qule certain..he never.said any th*“,d*o 4 fect a2t Oswald had bed@d

Qé:aﬂ 1nformant for 13 wpe.s or t ne hed been a-secur*ty Adnfocmant B

y7.Belli was again emparatically a:vlsed.that Lez Harvey Oswaid has nevi :

Qazbeen,an informant of the F2I. Heﬁagain_reiterutbd that he does nofd | ;

%9}t-i.k SQ and'neve* wou ld ace a c in this rux ur.,v - ?, K

'2~ T -~ Belli- was also 2 ceived in i

2 rﬂd also stated that Jack n an infc

affor a2 period of & weeks, : ill state

4‘no tlme ever heard anyone, e ‘ags an inf

g that he. was anp vn*o*waho. 1 ha? hie be

6{&}5 other co-coursel o the oo irizson,

?ihad ever heard.this rwmv-. Burieson u: g asked the sgamg qGu -

3 5aswto whethor folag no- he had ever heard oFRuby belng an=informant. ou ayg,qgi

19 Xumor to that effect, advised that he azd rnever h qggﬂgwrumorm;ro. IS

: ianyone to. that effecb. CoT e ﬁaf

:;: - ~ Belll, Torzhill and Burieson 211, stated that b“y had nover told

i3.22yone or inferxred 1o anyone that Ruby wa" an informant of the FBI. belli

1 . o :
:11'stated that he believcc hp andé h:s co—-counselis woultd have LzowWn if 3Iuby:

i4

had been an informant of the IEI gince they had questioned hiaz in detakl Vo
j6|cbout his entire life ang he is ertaln Ruby would have told kim if nef i
17{had been an informanct. He steged Puby had. pever mentioned in any & LDRET:

S 3

qggwhatsoever cooperatiang with the II,

19 P "damned ©i
ting "damned *ir

:
p s
ing Dunoers wa

Upon concluclo“ R2l1x

{of._ Assistant District “tuowncy‘
lAle\a.nc.er thought Belli might I
13, Al2xander was probably thoe sourcy conceraing
an informant of the FBI. £21ii thes szecificnl
.RLby had ever beern an informant as this was the
‘hezrd .of it and ke was. advised that . Ruby-had s

tHQ;EBI. Belli asked no further questious.

ml’O\g’\ AMNO—‘O
,_..-
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan
* Re:  Lee Harvey Oswald .
\; B 105—32555 :
o .

1

ZRECO.L\.L.I-\TDATIOND' ' " | | b(?KCJ

23

AU (1) Although | us categorically dcnieé
5b_en.""the source of rumors that Ozwald was F3I informant,. . our 4
§1nqulr1es stroncl oint to’ as the source of thoge gcurrnﬁpus;;
! TUROTS’ nay be TS &7 e of the alleged rumors concex

£ Ruby. «In vi our experience - with

9 would be served .in reinterviewing him &%

that no further contacts be had. Wlth

)2 .o 4:”"‘.

~_’ 3 . . < . ) . ] . .

24 S

"5 ’ o ’ . ‘ ’ - o J/“: ’:’-:\ -.”‘_'/ R }oies P N A SN ’
] YW - - . ~ N F”-.-:ﬂth l N i o AT Y '1.:‘_ at
26 - (2) ¥nile Be;$1 zice cat e«O‘*cz‘ls dénied making any st
!T'as alleged by Hea*st officizals, ;t ,s “e'lev»c tlat in order to
7QconCIus:Lvel in this mat er -Gov

: and ask that hie

(3) ZIumnediately
lt is made available, we wi
?g President's Commission,
0
il
12
R}
14
5.
i6
7
;8 . B . B g
19 T .
30 . Po
T ~
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' 1 - 'ir. Bolmoac
" ' Mg?‘ﬁO?’ an /7I 1 - 3, Mo
- 1 - . Caiiahan
- . 1 - r. DeLoach
Yo o . . 1 - :hgRosen,
o LR, SULLIVAN o C BantROSCI 44
LT e ‘T - ¥, Sullivan
J2FRONt - i 1 - ix, Mailey
L3P I‘E(. 2 ;.\.LC}:\Y i - iy, Lenihan
A ; T~ 1 - M. -Decker
-1 - lir, Ghcesling

SsuBjECT -

c

o o
-LEE BARVEY CSWALD - : T _
_.%ﬁzco“\ LS 'fiY pmeeTi L cppe b oo M Andcyvonln ~
RiAL SE dowead = Vbl ] L Mp, Branigan 4008

mDm@ T

R S “-

{eriorandui brani“”g¢0'uhlllvan 2-28-64, set forth 1
"cL'iﬁtérV1§f§by SiC Shanklin, Dallas;-anc SA Vincent E. Drain
w’th Melvim-Zclli, attorpey for Jacit Kuby, concerning allega
- that Bell? had stated Oswald and Cack Ruby were FBI informan
'}Belll-stagcd ha haé heard rumors vo that effect, ‘however, plac

no credence whatsocever in these rumors and- that in his O)*“*v;
thése rumecrs originated with: hllllamAn*e\ander _Assistant Dis
Lttorney vho had tried to plant other rumors on hip, It was
: 3e111 s feeTln that Aleéxander thought Belli might fall for
Iz was,reconmegcca that ro worth-while purpose:would

OCVEIPVEWNIFOO ™ 1o

SNV I U IV s IV N e e L

=2

i
KGRl

-
\

- . On 3-3-64, SAC Shanklin agvised 1
contacted by him, and it was: pointed-out.

T getting indications that et
gh sogrce of the TUnors, th NER
s pointed out o him that! ) P canic ;
e 0 inforpaticn ii . X was also pointed osut it cg
;?gh_ i That we want him to nuy o A
C s 1t on the ars .he felt that any i
4 o5 o formaticn alcn“ th1s line was tne O rumor, as he has told -
| eSS o stop talking and. that Le 1s at present the €
P a2z only one on his staff supiosed to talk to tlie press, ke vol,hxeerc.t
g Em that he had heard nothing regarding this rumor around the coux ik
193 S house in recent weeks, Iz stated that this rumor of Oswald sein '
;g &P an informant of the r’}B.L cr CIA had no place 1n the ¢rial of luhy
0 > *“o"rht ¢p by him. He stated he woal
5 coiet ané make no further remarks i

- this regard,

< ‘n~ meforandexm o 2-28-64 referred to above. 2iso
rccommenoe: that in order to conclusively pin down vhetier

T

,O\Dm:xlq\m.&-uwo—-
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0N\ DMORANDUM FOR MR, SULLIVAY
0N R LRE W '*‘vcy OSWALD -
10582555 .

ey
N -

00

. made’ statements that Oswald 1 1n;or:ant as was Jack

v «“uoy‘ contact -should be made
Pub11cat‘on> to reguest tiat
ta}enengs avaLlab

g e

aileged Belli interview W
“aind you will be advised of Thcyy

AL RS A AV Y A L ) IV 1 b e

IOV VAUV B WNIFPOY X I N

;Tresultss at Tine, toc, welwill flrn151 thie above cdetails
to the Pr s;d enit’s Comnission’ so "hcy can o» aware -as to bow W
+ pin.down -this: 1atesx.a11egua1QQ; . S e
. | PMLE0WL Late >e O L .
: L ‘

’ . Tz toveme o 3
3 1 . T . ’ ; vh. ____“ ’"\;‘L{/ LG
) . - :d : N a1 A ~
13 . . A ) . c:};,f;..’-';.- .-'=«_/‘\~~; s ‘”*'V}:;‘;' L fwv\ .\
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PRTYIV.Eb O .

Menr ___ 0
o Zasper __

Callahan __
..Ao_nrggi —

W3 S N e Of

By J)O\'OVAN BLssand “ ORTH

>3

W 61013
]awver with the unshakeablé’ ego of MelvirBelli would’ e\pect tc, ¥

Holmes _%
Gendy __EBi

pxt

Rubv self—appo-nteu\ exccutioner of President
"m, thus setting the siage for a

This in- ztself is a victory,
«*nt in Texas law for court- -ap-

%S nce there \u.a no “reccfi
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