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mro sag :3/28/74T # 843

UNSUB; Burglary of $24,065 in Jewelry
from L. LIBERACE, 2/14-15/74, Hilton Hotel
Dallas, Texas
ITSP i g g

Between 7:00 PM, 2/14, and 12:45 AM, 2/15/74,
$24,065 worth of jewelry belonging to LEE LIBERACE, well-
known entertainer, stolen from his suite at the Stat1er-
Hilton Hotel, Dallas, Texas. Jewelry was contained in an
aluminum suitcase with combination lock: No signs of
forcible entryinto the suite or suitcase.

A list of the stolen jewelry, which included an
elaborate men&#39;s pocket watch, a diamond bracelet and
several pairs of cufflinks, is contained in the file.

Appropriate contacts and dissemination to law
enforcement agencies should be made concerning the above.

- ASAC
- Each Criminal Supervisor
- E3611 SRA -
- Night Supervisor

Each Agent C-2

&#39;!!5*"&#39;M0   &#39; "
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ADMINISTRATIVE

- ADOLPH LEWIN
TTP
ITSP
O0: Chicago

. Chicago File 87-40596

LEVIN is described as iollons: �~

Race White
Sex Male -

~ Date of Birth March 14, 1916
Place of Birth Wausaw, Poland
Height 5&#39;10"
Weight 150 pounds"
Eyes Brown
Hair Brown
Address 2501 Pebbleford Road

Glenview, IllinoisOwner of Universal Gen and Jewelry
5 North Wabash

Chicago, Illinois  l }Social Security Number &#39; k!
Home telephone number

- LEWIN was arrested by SA�

-3-
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by~u_=nm aaaist in ii» ar-
rest of Lev/in, of 2501 Peddle-

. . n 0Q�WWW, �mm
Swl�l P1998"?-

Liberaee reported personal
jewelry valuedat about $75,000
was stolen Feb. 14 from his ho-
tel mom in a burglary while
appearing in a Obncert. &#39;

�There was at least $90,000
in jewelry taken in Dallas ho-
tel burglaries in Febmary and
some of it has been recovered
with the arrest of Lewin,"
Vaira said.

Lewin, now on probation for
�ling a hlse income tax re-
port, was released on a $15,000
recognizance bond Thlibresfdayalter an appearance ore
U.S. Magma-aue Olga Jureo.

Vain and Keld said Liber-
aee�s watch was lound in Lew-
in�s pocket when he was ar.
rested. �
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 Mount Clipping In $pocoVBo|ow!
Iyiberacés I

: I i &#39;stolen &#39;1 witch�
_ .�92. _ ..,

found lzere"�i§"&#39;§~. .. .. .. _,-

A $5.000 diamond-studded
watch stolen from entertainer
Liberace has been recovered
from the pocket of a Loop jer-gr
eler, described as a suspectegl
fence for the underworld.
_The platinum wacchj was

found late Wednesday_in _che;
pocket of jeweler Adolph
win, 58, at his Ijniversal Gena
and Jewelry Co., 5 N. Wabash,
Richard G. Held, head of the:

Chicago FBX office, said Lewiri
is a suspected fence. Lewin, of
2501 Peddleford Rd., Glenview;
was charged in a warrant with
inzerstate transportalion .0�sfulen property. &#39; &#39;_ V I
Stolen jewelry &#39; valued �g}

$53,030 was found in l.ewin&#39;J
store, Held said. . ~_ =-» 1~ ��-�
l

C
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 Indicate poqo, name of
nowopapcr, c�y and stall.!
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&#39;3 $5,000 diamond wristwatch .� K�
Stolen from entertainer l.iber- ~
ace last Feb. 14 in Dallas was. .
recovered here by FBI agents ~
with the arrest of a Loop jew-
elgté; ti e platinum watch wars

valued at more than $50,0{�4~
recovered late Wednesddy:  _-{.8
w1_~.en Adolph Lewin, 58. w&#39;s 3;;attested by agents in his lJtTi- »   I.  A-L§,5,&�.;e ~*

Recover L&#39;l

� &#39; . .
1&#39; � ~&#39;

,1»--�~-,-_  £92921_ ,
,q;.,A ;»�

among 500 pieces of jewelry,    Q
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I§~.~.-.-&#39; ~.;ixv� *� .&#39;vursal Gen] and  Co": 5 _>.;_  V: -bi, »_  -I;  _ _ _?_,;_:_--.N} Wabash. ry  h t�
&#39; I-�ronRichard G. Held, head of tile

Chicago FBI office, described
Lewin as a suspected dealer in
stolen jewelry. " �

"Among the jewelry reol�!_v-
eted were rings,» pendants and
vnucltes stolen in two separate
Dallas -hotel burglaries in Fab-
ruary," said attorney Peter S.
Vaira, head of the Jutice De-
p a r t ni e it t Chicago Strike
Forcei __

92�92-"Alas ssto a -zuurt-annmi�-4
ized iniretap was used April 2
by the rlsl to assist in tne ar-
rest of Lewin, of 25-01 Peddle-
ford Rd. Glenview. on charges
ol interstate transportation of
stolen property.

Liberace reported personal
_ie~.velry valued at about 575,000
was stolen Feb. 1-l from his ho-
tel room in a burglary while &#39;
appearing in a concert.
l�There was at least $90,006�;

in jewelry taken in Dallas liq�;
tel burglaries in February and
some of it has been recovered
with the arrest of Lewin!�.
Vaira said. t . 4 _

Lewin, now ,on probation for
�ling a false income tax re-
port, was released on a $15,000
recognizance bond Thursday
after an appearance before &#39;

U.&#39;S. Magistrate otga Jiifco. n
Vaira and Held said Libet!

a<e&#39;s watch was found in Lew
in�,s pocket _when he was a
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-jTime pte_lls§&#39; on Jeweler?
0 . .J
By Richard Phillips . _ _ &#39;

THIN. sharp-featured Adolph Lewin
doesn&#39;t look a bit like Liberace. Yet he
was wearing Liberace�s $5.000 pocket
v~atch, said federal agents who went to his
Loop jewelry shop, Wednesday night.

Since the watch had been stolen frorn
&#39;;he entertainei-�s Dallas hotel room Fe!-.
14, it alone would have been enough evi-
ilenee for them to arrest Lewin, they said.
4 However, the agents were carrying a
search warrant, and inside the vault of
Lewin�s Universal Gem & Jewelry Shop, 5
N. Wabash Av., they �found 500 other sto-
-len jewelry items worth an additional $25,-
000, they re rted. _ P0 - "c   iri1 Lewin 58 who was described by =senie/  &#39; E
ias a feiice, for big-time burglary rings,
was charged with violating federal laws
against interstate transport of stolen
goods. I . _ � ;

l�PETER VAIRA, chief of the United
States Justice Department�s organized
crime strike force here, said the Federal

�Bureau of Investigation used a court-an
proved wiretap to obtain the informatitln
needed to get a search warrant. �

�~ Key evidence came from a phone con-
versation between Lewin and another man
identified as �Hex-by�? in which purchase
of the stolen Liberace watch was dis-
cussed, he said. - &#39; 1

Tho authorities believe most of the sto-
Tlen jewelry was intended for resale, Lewin
zipparently admired the platinum, di-
amond encrusted watch so much he de-
éided to keep it, they said. � -

Tho Lewin�s operations have been under
surveillance by Chicago police, most of
the loot found in his shop was stolen from
Texas, Vaira said. &#39;
A Lewin,,ot 2501 Pebbleford Rd., Giana,
yiew, was released yesterday on a $15,
personal recognizance bond after an apl
pea:-ance before U. S. Magistrate Olggl
Jurco. -. -.  i &#39; _ ,&#39;92 -,
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_The FBI announced hcre Thursday it h¢_.~1

. .rzc092&#39;ered entertainer Liberace&#39;$ $5.500 stolen
. ninmoncl-encrusted Watch BM 50° °lh¬_l�

of jewelry taken in thetts across the

FBI agents arrested Adolph Lewin, 58, own-_
and operator of the Universal Gem & Jew-

Co., in Suite 604 at 5 N. Wabash, on a
of illicit transportation of stolen prop-

expensive watch was described by FBI
as platinum with Roman numerals set

diamonds and the initial I. in diamonds on
the back. It was stolen from Liberace&#39;s suific

the Statler.-Hilton_ Hotel in Dallas on Feb...ll.
�he other stolen iterns were mostly rings,

czililinks and pendants. .6
The an-est oi Lewin came after FBI agents

tapped three phones used by Lewin in hls
bitsiness. The agents had obtained court wirel

. f
tap permission April 2. . ,

.. In one intercepted conversation, Lewin and
a man identi�ed as a customer were discussing
the price of a platinum watch which a third
male voice in the bat-ltground said was stolen
iroin l.ibt=race, agents said.

.-*:�lr-._.a;1.=.e;: �Lenin. on probation for a 1972 income tzrtx1 -_ :
Y� s < .~.&#39;:_�.~ e.&#39;- i" &#39; £1.-   *1 -.~.olnti;>n, was ai&#39;rzti5:ncti beiore U.S. Magis-e
._>~.i_- - .�> r;";i.-,&#39;1§.�

t.rrn.e Olga Jurco &#39;l�hurstla_v and released on>;~1�i:<--13�

e .~ L 1&#39;5: .&#39;
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Memorandum
T0 3 C-2 Supv DATE;APr 20, 1974

q /M in
�"39" Recovery of stolen jewelry including watch belonging

to Liberace.

inquire concerning recovered merchandise.

n s
t pr visit by Liberace, and that the suite

they were sharing was robbed on the evening of January 19th,
1974. Caller was wondering whether any of the recovered loot
may have been from the robbery of their rooms.

List of jewelry taken was long, but included gold bracelet
earrings and chains, and some opals and pUYH! pearls. According
to caller the Dallas PD is in possession of entire list and
drawings and descriptions. Total theft from both couples
was judged to amount to approximately $6,500.00.

Caller was advised that information would be brought to
attention of appropriate people but that no info could be given
at this time.

Both couples were at Sheraton for Osteopathic Surgeons
convention and were sharing suite of rooms on top floor of
Ill Sheratoniballas.
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Search Warrant &#39;
/"v

irihxien Eiistriri Quart
FOR THE &#39;1111

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLI_NOIS l _
Uxrrso Srxn-:s or ADIEPJCA Magistrate&#39;s Docket No.

Case N o. 7
VS.Universal Gem and Jewlery Company Offices known �and

_ numbered as Suite 604, located on the sixth floor~ 7 of tne multi-storied brick office building situated
_ on the Northeast corner of Wabash Avenue and Madison&#39; �. Street and known and numbered as S N. Wabash,

__ Chicago, -Illinois

_ semen WARRANT

T0 Any Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation
i Affidavit having been made before me by Robert Keane, Special Agent I-�.B.I.

I has reason to believe �Bi-�vi-qsesgc-Q-pfth"t he :&#39;.7:::<;z:m~a&#39;z&#39;mé l that {on the premises known as }
universal Gem and Jewlery Company Offices known and numbered as Suitelocated on the sixth floor -of the multi�storied brick office buildingsituated on the Northeast corner of Wabash Avenue and Madison Streetand known and numbered as S N. Wabash, Chicago, Illinois.

604,

in the NORTHERN District of ILLINOIS
there is now-being concealed certain property, namely  see attached description! and

here describe Dronertyother jewlery stolen from Dallas Texa &#39; &#39;, s, including 1000 , 14 karat goldPrincess rings, bearing manufacturing initials BM!-l.

Whi�ll are being possessed with knowledge that are stolen and which has a value_ here rive alkud urounrl: for search and seizure &#39;in excess of $5,000 in violation � T�01. ltle 18, United States_Code, Section 2315;and which constitute evidence of a criminal offense in violation of the laws_ by the United States under the a th &#39;u ority of Title 18, United States Code,&#39; Section 3103A.

and as I am satij�ed that thfre is probable cause to believe that the property so described is beingcon-re-l l . th pa�! _ . _ . _ - _W � I .l.e: 0&#39;1 e l 92 wcmlses J abo92e  l¬:CI�lbéd and that the foregoing grounds for application for usu----nc rv. .:1e ~e:¢rc.&#39;r warr::nt exist,we

Y1!-; I-,._, /_»;-,-ti/,., foulpm _ . I V . &#39;- ~ - ~I. We 0. ,-aded to search fOv-th�_ith t 1-mung;. he 1if _ U , _ &#39; place 1 named for the property speci�ed..~1_-r92ir:;_&#39; t.n., &#39;.&#39;.&#39;;1:.:.;�zt and making the Sarah f 1n the tlzly�me » &#39;� l A . _ 13.�, H, -Hz, I-. I 1 1- 1 >cc<>c¢t~<mn:e<.Y?<3be<d;zm,_92ni3§;g1 } and If the property be"� �~- <-:rn"ac0_voft  -~ 4 . . &#39; -K5 .-1 wrzzcezz u&#39;;92&#39;92.-.&#39;:tnr&#39;." of [he p:0nPr�?&#39; 92� "&#39; llh&#39;r�1�clan�Em Md " recelpt f0!� the l>1&#39;0l>ertv taken.» and prenare"&#39; __._. __ . ~ -._-.~:.._e92 - - . -- _ _ ~ -mihxn 1:11 :!:1_&#39;.-5 �Z. mis �lute, as required b"..h�_ie um tms warrant and bring the proper�. before me� _92 z .
D��"5 *-�-*5 17tii that 2-i APRIL

V ,1o 74
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One platinum pocket watch with roman numerals laid out
Wt, . with diamonds of a total weight of 85 points. On the back

of the watch was the script letter "L" laid out in diamonds
approximate weight 1.25 ct.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS !
! ss

COUNTY O� CQOKr ! �PR 1 7 @?a
AFFIDAVIT

.ROBERT A. KEANE, Special Agent, Federal Bureau of

Investigation, being duly sworn, states: V

" 1. On April 2, 1974, a court order was entered

authorizing the interception of wire communications on telephone
numbers �12! 368-1647, �12! 368-1648 and �12! 368�l649,

located at Suite 604, Sixth Floor, 5 North Wabash, Chicago,
Illinois. � V

A 2. On April 17, 1974, a conversation was intercepted

from telephone number �12! 368-1647, wherein Adolph Lewin
was called by Herbie Levin. During this conversation Levin

asked if Lewin came down in price, to which Lewin replied

that the low price was "fifteen". Levin asked "what size"

and Lewin replied a regular pocket watch, platinum.� Levin

asked if it was 18 or l2 size. Lewin then asked do you want
it in inches. A silence was than heard. An unidentified

male in the background then asked Lewin if the man on the

phone was a customer and Lewin replied affirmatively. The
unidentified male asked if that was the Liberace watch and

Lewin replied affirmatively. Lewin then described the watch

to herbie as he apparently was measuring it, as a platinum
pocket watch 1 S/8 inches in diameter on which were numerous
diamonds totalling 5.25 karats.
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3. On March 5, 1974, the Dallas Texas office of

the Federal Bureau of Investigation advised me that between

7:00 P.M. February 14, 1974 and 12:45 A.M. February 15, 1974,

jewelry totalling $24,065 belonging to Lee Liberace was stolen

from Liberace&#39;s Statler�Hilton
Included in this theft was one

at $5,500, with roman numerals

total weight of 85 points. On

the script letter "L" laid out

1.25 Ct. _

Hotel suite in Dallas, Texas.

platinum pocket watch valued

laid out with diamonds of a

the back of the watch was

in diamonds, approximate weight

4. Special Agent James Dewhurst advised me that

a confidential informant stated on March 20, 1974 that he

 confidential informant! had been to Lewin�s place of business

on various occasions and observed Lewin discuss over the telephone

the buying and selling of stolen jewelry. The confidential

informant further stated that on March 19, 1974, he had seen

l,000�1,500 14k gold "Princess" rings bearing_the manufacturer�

initials BMH, which Lewin had indicated were part of a "load"

he had just received. The confidential informant told Agent

Dewhurst who told me, that Adolph Lewin is known as a jewelry

fence who operates from_§uite 604, 5 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago,

Illinois.
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APR 1 &#39;: 1974

ROBERT A. KEANE
Special Agent
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subscribed and sworn to before me

�his day of ,1974.
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