C HARLES "PRETTY BOY FLOYD

~ KANSAS CITY MASSACRE
 bd-29915

SECTION 54




R s
- e - ’
e - -
JRER NRp—

CHARLES “PRETTY BOY" FLOYD =~ = o o o

FRANK NASH |

VERNE MILLER - -~ T T e s e
SUBJECE — - -
SECHEION NUMBER sS4 -

SCRIALS_221b - 22885
60O BAL DA%@S 225

PAGES RELEASEO Q2 3 _
PAGES WIBNNELO_ =y

€Xempsion(s) useo_b:LD_bB_blc_be_b?E




) Eﬁ-ﬁ Burean of Inbestigation

Bepariment of Justice
e P O Box 636
Y Los Angeles, CGalifornia,

Auguet 15th, 1954.

REGORDED [ /7). R
Director, : m& @j..a, 3: .?/. : 67- Q—IL
Divieion of Investigationm, D ‘ | :

U. S. Department of Justice, AUG. &0
1001 Vermont Avenue, N, W., .

Washington, D. C. Ain- 171938 - {é& ..:.....
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Dear 8ir: .. .° In re: VERNON C. MILLER, with aliases

AT Y wtia (Deceased) ; RICHARD

RN Pt L with aliases, Fugitive I. O, 1201;

S SIS CHARLES ARTHUR "PRETTY BOYOFLOYD,
SRR with aliases, I. O. 1194; ET AL
AT CONSPIRACY TO DELIVER FEDERAL PRISONER

A 14 File 62-964
N

Reference, is made to your commication datod J‘uly 31, 1934, rela~
tive to Mr. Rllis C@ King of 6356 Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood, California.

Please be advised that Mr. King wae interviewed by Special Agent
C. D. White of this office relative to information allegedly in possession
of Mr, King, pertaining to Charles Arthur “Fretty Boy"™ Floyd, Mr. King
in this connection adviged Agent White that he had secured his information
from an individual whose name and identity he refused to disclose; that the
individual mentioned is alleged to have advised Mr, King that Subject Floyd
frequents a section of Texas culled Shamrock and Mclain; that Subject Floyd
is alleged to be kmown to at least one deputy shériff and a camp gas station
operator located about eighteen miles out of Shamrock toward McLain; that
his, King'e informant is alleged to have stayed eight daye at the camp in
question in May of this year, and on two occasioms obgerved Subdject Floyd
accompanied by two male companions in a Nash Coupe at the gas station in
queation; that Subject FLOYD appeared to be acquainted with the gas station
attendant and a deputy sheriff, both of whom epoke to Subject rloyd on the
two occasions mentioned,

st A Agent White edvises that upon pressing Mr. King for the name and

) whereabouts of bis Informant, the latter advised that the whereabouts of .
the individual in Question was unknown,and that he refused to disclose hie

’ identity; that he, Mr. King, had met the Informant in question at 5956

i Hollywood Boulevard, which is & amall family hotel of the rooming house

i type; that Mr, King engaged the informant in question in conversation and
the above information was the result of his conversations with the informant

in question,
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] Agent White expressed the opinion to me that Mr. King is not men-
tally competent, and that from seversl remarks made by Mr., King, the above
information 1s being used by Mr. King as an inatrument of endeavor for a
contemplated connection with this Divieion. It is the further opinion of
Agent White that the information in question is purely a figment of Mr,.
King's imagination,

Vory truly yours,

3.8 P,
« Po DUNN

CDW :HG: Special Agent in Cr-rro,
c¢ Dalles

¢¢c Eansas City

cc Oklabhoma City
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1 MICEARD PALUGN
{ 1.0, §1201; GHARLES ARUR TPRETTY BOY®
uth muu. rngﬁw. x.o. E.m.; ot cL

TAS, with aliases, -

»:| and party, 2855 Peachtree Moad, Atlanta, Ga.; this party bsiog essigmd to
* .Booms 421 and 427,

3uly 18, 1954, and ‘eheoksd out u’ulyss.ng&_. S Taopge

g 11800 l'.llo on 3’\11! Llst. -
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: '} & .,3 July 14 $o July 25, 1934, did not fndicate ,ﬁag oy gﬂ
; %{ ;é-_, = pm were rochund thlro., _ g g,,__,_: ) .
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e .lsant ecatacted M. ¥, He Caldwells cm-k, nmnt.so Botel, m =
.,'I:I.th bis -u 1ocated the registration of Milford §.JZimmerman, Depariment of _-_' :

“Justice, Washington, D. G», which indicated that h. ﬂgistmﬁ at that ES}J on ;_ n
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As the reference tohm inﬂiutod that Mr. z‘lmmn cld.lod to
hn oburnd a prson resembling Floyd et this Hotel en July £1, 1934, Agwmt
{ first ebecked all reglsirations for that 4ay and Shers were only 4vo nslsmum
: tonnd at partiu mmng of ou m and d tun wamon which vm - touou; 3
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Woodman B. Rates, Iunmbus. n.. o rmnma 1n Bocms 219

m us, and was asooxpanied by Mrs. Joie Mahan, nn Mabel Klljson and Miss Ir:_ 1

. Man. Thls party was roomsd ”‘i‘h. Onlduu Nm’n tho dows Of c:oo rei."m-'--‘

SR TEECUEINERE m othor rogl-tution was thnt of Ir. m lra. v, I. Onlpo”c(_:{_ﬁ,‘.
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Agen} Yoen ébecked a11 shher gmm;ﬁm fraa iy J4 A0
J'uly 25. 1054 imluin, &l the follewing aye the mly roslatratlm
'hich pouibly eanld hau hem 'tho yartr mntioneﬂ br At
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' Y atiet L. Patterson ena rarﬁr. 21 x.'mh.
Okla.hma. ngi-teroa on July ao. 19, ud.md to roou 588. m m 58% !

I. Ao m.'l.pot, J‘r. and prty. Bal].u, I'ms, rosl-tor.l n
J‘nly 20, 1934, ud;ned Al mm €15 ana m. vk .-

© Agwt exhibited Mmphl ot n.ou and of nom uu ‘bu SR 5

"h.lrd. also photographs of ‘the various sudjeots iavolved in the mmw oL

end Braner cases to Mr., Caldwell and other employees at the hotsl dat

" ntne of them were eble to identify any of these Mh as having mnd i “""-'-'-*;""‘ '
at that hOt.lo o

. Bo um are deing ut out ror tho mou o:t ,mm-mu "
tho identity of the persons listed abowve who registared at the Hemitags -
Botel between the period of July léth and July 23rd. It is deing left up -
to the discretion of the mupion .ﬁ thuo of Mch to aotom:l.no 'hothnr .
thilshm:llbo“m. 5 R A A s f_
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1 an tru-ttthc hwuh Y htm uha
l/ /34 at Bl Doredo, Kansas signed by Nrs, hrtnh .
Preston « ia WAisd ahs eomplains that she has - o
. _.H.-.hun dofralided ocut of har property by her matm ngz' v-«i- ot
~ eod e former frisnd. 1l em also trunsnitsing & letter
frow Mrs. Preston dated B/9/3¢ written et Kl Doredo,

on. ., Kensss, in which ske m::n tln mermw
TR mutoth.om. :

) Mnmﬂu ummmuornmo.w
Kansas it might De well 0 Salk %0 itrs. Preston to see Y
Af there 15 ety basis for her assertien that "Pretiy Iu'
Floyt assosiates wilth the man to 'hal hu mu -u
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"'g : - The hat knosa acdress of :mer h ﬂneaao st thé '
T nmofmelptdm:htuimlmlommm, :
- - “shich place it pes deternined that §axine Eiller wo ).n:ngo:l'uizl.dd5

«d . thores It was further'determined that Josephine Ryhart so 1.:!1:3!1!'t :
B =resided at rua Korth fass l.lo ?t. Howgver, g formarcing .ty

Y 27 s fwos found for dosestilng Wyhart to 4366 Lakp Perk Awemus, Chalcage, F7
e At this address, Wrs. hmdymtdthitlahammrmr' .

j of George Eddy, reputed to De a Kansas City, Wissouri gangster, Wrs,
- Bidy steted that the last address she hed for Maxine Miller was Rashe [y

s, gate Hotel, 182 Fast thtlrh Btreet, @.ingo. mm:: mro Naxing .
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covering the intervies had with Rr, A. '...'
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Avenue, Huakegon, Nichigen, advising her that sn agent of - s
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Kow Mexico, where he 1s now o ,num. bnr Baid “thet Hmith tou Biw S
mtum»m.mtomphmnamrcﬂmwd* "»j';:;_,.
taken batwesn tus women; thet the Wousn on Floyd's Ledt Re- My ~<ErH:
7 Nloyd and that the oue en Floyd's right h.mnhmuhﬂ ,;avht '
oy "who goes By the name of Loulse Filsom} thad e is 8 prootgnh g aooYa
t . mstles the !}ochnnil Fl Soronede’ ‘bmo tﬁ lleh!tl. the Atyley Bor: ““ﬂ
: r-jmon. Karisée, and the grincipal Motel, $Bs name 'of which he Moesiiot ;. &
~know, &t Coscordia, Kansas; that thid Photograph of Moyl was taxed h_..
Arksnses City, Xensas in 1932, and ke fs scquaiated with the womsn em ' s
Noyd's right known as Ines Loving; that this wowan at ons time 1ived &

knows Ines loving nu.
abouta or the mn. .' o

- ,?E" Fresant
T _'.‘.'.-,.-: ;.-3’ .\,knﬁﬁ‘i ’- R - T
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- yimes ke d0es WOt kpow, l shere he et Yieyd throush thie wemss £ 0 OF
' ,»,‘hne ‘goars. dut ot Aes, 4340t liow $he SMtltg gg !ir.ml i,
" says thet Ines hae an anele whd was ‘&n"@ts Mechanis &t on
‘the Ford Agency in Hutchinsony that her hthr. name unlno'n, ie h

,*s. " home tor the aged some nluo unsmi = b Ahinks .g.g.n.' .ué,,"q_.;'
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. 4 ‘nim 4 $ne ‘sa1d t-q :
| Inex alone in Arkanses Oity, Kensss, These yhotqgnpha stel
“Borewith to the K1 Faso offiecs.  Jmith L9 o warried wan snd does mot,
oremrn.mthtsﬂﬁtoholﬁ.q kTN ,Mhnln-i
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Yor your informaticn, there £4 4n 1 “Cklahama Cliiy ortioo :
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soman on Floyd's left 1s lIuby Noyd, snd the n on Fioyd's rlsht has 3
.p-heea 1dentified as Mrs, Goorge Biﬁuu. wife of Floyd's Jartser sho mﬂ
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t % Seith Ve {nterviovet
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hor aoquaintence with Floyd and such other and pertinsst information u
Snith has soncerning Floyd. Im the sveut leala are obtulnod, % is .
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Cmoala, Nebraska,
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Iavestigator, -

Alecholio Tax Unll,
" Post Office Bulldiag,
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n&wmummu«m 5
conveyed to me scae time age Falative t0 firearms stolem b . T

“mn. Forth Dakota, and alsc yelative %o Pretty
will you plense urmnormnnotm xnruuat, u

order that we may intarview him, :

Your esrly attention to tais umh._pplo-_ o
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- ) ‘ ( Mr. Nathan ..., -
oo woon & R
. ‘.."._ B Aty, (‘.lecg .
y thision nfiestigation M. Bauenman..
i EAT:CJ g Uf 3 Chet Clerk a"‘
\ Al B, Bepuartment of Justice Mo Cottay
Mo, Crwipy
Bshington, B. €. e, Comanmnrs
't'.\ lugllﬂt 13’ 19340 Mr Egar “::.:::--
- w102 MroHaep,
RSN MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR. Mr Leseer
»F S ;E ,_‘2: o M. GQuine o
T I.:',J N i
" ‘5;-‘ .‘Q‘LE’: ._ Mr, Tumm......,_,__"
L 4 ;‘- --'.“--‘ :-:
‘Mff. BAthan called and advised that he tried to reach y

you were out, He adwised that the reports concerning the alleged willw
ingness of Floyd surrender continue to come inj that they are not
peying a lot of attention to them but one specific one came in this
—~morning about an hour befgre he called along the same lines; that a
person by the name of Bey/Butler, who is connected with the Oklahoma

Gas and Power Company, & fairly reliable person, ¢laims to have in-
directly the old proposal of Floyd that he wlll surrender to the
Government provided he is hot turned over to the Statg of Ohio., Mr,
Nathan stated that the VMivision's attitude has been that the Division
can promise is that he will be taken to Leavenworth and that he won't be
killed, : .

Mr. Nathen said he hed in mind the followings that while driving
up to St. Louis, he went over this matier with Captain Shepherd of the
Missouri State Highway Police and he told him that they have a very fine
gllt-edge case against Floyd in Missouri and that they can "burn® him
there for murder of some kind of & police officer or police officers at
Columbia, Missouri; that they seem to faink up there that Floyd does not
realize how wonderful a case they have againgt him. Mr., Nathan stated
that the Division has a case against Floyd, of course, for obstructing
Justice; that as he understands it you feel that, if the Division had
Floyd in custody and the State authorities with & real cepital charge
against him put in a request for him, the Division would not de in a
position probably to deny it. Mr. Nathan said he wondered if considera-
tion could be given to the possibility of telling Mr. Butler that the
Division would not turn him over to the State of Ohio and have in mind
the desirability, if the Division does not prosecute him Federally on
a rather minor charge, of turning bim over to the State of Missouri on
the theory that if they don't have a particular good case, the State of
Missouri could then, if they so deeired, turn him over to the State of
Ohio and the Division's agfeement would be okay.

I sdvised Mr, Nathan that I didn't think
validly make any agreements about what will be done with him at all; in
other words, 1f thelPivision puts him in Leavenworth any one who ﬁles a
detainer or claim for him there gets him. Mr, Na said Albre Would -
be more than one detainer and the Division could bably hold him with

-f;__,., . geveral States filing capital charges but the Division could exerclae
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some discretion as to whom the Division turned him over. I stated that I
did not think the Division should make any agreement that it would or would
not do anything with him after the Division got him to Leavenworth. Mr.
Nathan said that the Division had not, of course, but that that was the
thought that occurred to him which you might want to take under considera-
tion.

Mr. Rathan advised that it is not}‘%e&x through; that he was
going to write; that they seem to be in a hurry for some decision; that
8o far as they know the Pivision 18 not going to do anything about it.

I advised him that this was the best attitude to leave them in, MNr.
Nathan agreed with me on this and I advised that I would take the matter
up with you., Mr. Nathan paid that Floyd is afraid of Ohlio; that he is not
afrald of anything else. We both agreed that the Division would tell him

/ okay, that if he surrenders to the Division he won't be turned over o

Ohio by the Division; end that we will turn him over to somebody else first.

\ Mr. Nathan stated that it might not go through tut that he might be turned
' over to Ohio by somebody else. I told Mr, Nathan that the Division could

take a proposal of that kind and Mr, Nathan stated that is what he had in

,mind; that the Missourl State Captain told him what a wonderful case they

/ have on Floyd in Missouri; that the Division can not hold him on a minor

v

. charge when major capital charges are against him; that the Pivision could

use some discretion as to which of the two or more states he could be turned
over to; that if Missouri finds they haven't a good cage, they can turn him
over to Chio.

. I told Mr. Nathan t© go ahead and take an affirmative attitude
in regard to this proposal because the Division hae nothing to do with

turning him over to anybody.
cmauy’
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-~ Bisrision of Inbestigation -
. H. 8. Bepartment of Justice L3
1618 Federal Reserve '
Bank Building .

Kansas City, iissouri

Avgust 15, 1934

Director,

Division of Investigation,
U. S. Department of Juatice,
1001 Vermont Avenue, N. W.,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:
¢
Re: VERNGN C. MILLER, with aliagdes (Deceoased)
I. 0. #1195, ET 4L
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE (Endeavor to deliver
Foderal Prisoner Frank Nash)

On August 14, 19354, late in the aftermoon, !r. hierls 4.
Gill, forensic ballisticlaen, Kansas City, Missourl, advised this office
that Meyer/Berman and Phillip Ty Lascuolo were believed to be presently
at the residence of Lascuoclo's sister, QOreen or Latreean Curry (possibly
Perry), 66193 Main Street, lLos Angeles, California. In comnection with
these men, attention is directed to Division letter dated July 31, 1934,
addressed to the XKansas City Office.

For the information of the intereated offices receimying eopies
of this letter, Meyer Berman, Phillip T. Lascuolo, and JamegfCivella,
alias Jmera, are alleged to have participated in the murder and
robbery on February 27, 1934, of ong,Xemner, a messenger for the Commerce
Trust Company ofglansas City, liissourl. Subsequently, on July 10, 1934,
J‘ohnﬁ.azia, Italian political leader at Kensas City, Missourl, was killed
in a spot murder, his assassins using a Thompson Sudb-ljachine Gun., It
may be noted that a machine gun was not used in the Kemmer murder, but
rather a Luger pistol being used a% that time. - -

The XKansas City, Missouri, Police Department heas indicated its
theory that, in view of the fact John Lazia gave the tip to them that
Berman, Civella, and Lascuolo were the participants in the Kemner murder,
these three individuals may bhave participated in the spot murder of lazia

for revenge. Through an examination by the Diviair?_g latoratory of bgdlistic
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Director -8 - dugust 15, 1934

evidence in the John Lazia killing end the instant massacre case, the
Divislon has advised that the same Thompson Sub-Machine Gun was used
in both the Lazle killing and the massacre. The above circumstances
give rise to the possibility that Berman, Civella, and Lascuolo may
possibly have participated in the Kansas City Messacre or might have
posseasion of the gun which was used in the massacre, and hence would
be in e position to furnish valuable information relative to the
participants in the EKensas City Massacre,

Upon receiving the above information from Mr. Gill, telephoniec
.coumunication was had with Mr. R. BE. Noewby of the Division on dugust
15, 1934, and he instructed this office to get in touch with the Ios
Angeles Office, requesting that office to endeavor to locate and appre-
hend Meyer Berman snd Lascuoclo in order that they might be questioned
relative to the massacre case. Lir, Newby informed that no information
relative to the possible location of these individuals should be fur=
nished to police departments or others, including the Kansas City,
Missouri, Police Department. It may be noted that Mr. Gill, at the time
of furnishing the information to the Kanses City Office, specifically
requested that the same be not furnished to the Kansas City, Missouri,
Police Department. Mr. Newby further advised that in the event of the
apprehenaion of these individuals at Los Angeles, the Division wowld
give further instructions as to whether Special Agent H. E. Andersen
and any other employees of this office should go to los Angeles, CQM-
fornia, to interview these individuals,

This information was furnished by telephone to Mr. B. E.
Backett, Acting Speciml Agent in Charge of the Loz Angeles Office, on
August 15, at which time his atiention was called to the July (1934)
issue of the American Bankers' Association Protective Bulletin, in
view of the fect that on pasge 4 photographs appear of Berman, Civella,
and Lascuolo, as well as descriptive data in connection with their
alleged participation in the murder of the employee of the Commerce
Trust Company, mentioned above,

Tarough telephonic commnication with Special Agent in Charge
R. E. Vetterli at St. Louls, Missouri, Mr. Vetterli, after examining .
the photographs of Berman, Civella, and Lascuolo, as they appsar in the
above-mentioned American Bankers' Assoclation Protective Bulletin, ad-
vised that he was positive that neither Perman nor Civella were identical
with the individuel partieipating in the massacre whom he had seen; Kr.
Vetterli further stating that it was his opinion that Lascuolo was llkewise
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Director -3 - dugust 15, 1934

not identical with the participant in the massacre whieh he saw, although
he stated there was a very slight resemblance between Lascuolo and the
pariicipant seen by him, but that he ecould not {dentify Lascuolo as a
participant in the massacre, ) .

Through telegraphiec commnication with the San Antonio Office,
it wes ascertained that arter Special Agent F. J. lLackey had erxamined
these same photographs of these three individuals in the above-mentioned
Bulletin, Azent Lackey was uneble to identify any of the three individuslse

. a8 baving participated in the massacre. It wlll be noted by previocus

communications fn this file that Special Azent lackey positively iden-
tified e photograph of Georga?%iegler, alia otz, as that of the
individual whom he witnessed participating the maasacre.
Subssquentiy, on August 15, Mr. Sackett telephoned from l1os
Angeles, advising that there was no such address as 66104 Main Street,
Los Angeles, Califoraie, but that further inveatigation was being made
in an endeavor to locate the alleged relatives of Lascuclo named hereine
above. At thils time Mr, Sackett was sdvised that neither Special Agent
in Charge Vetterli or Special Agent Lackey could pesitively identify any
of the three individuals named above mas having been witnessed by them
as participating in the massacre; however, it was stated thet it was
vory desirable that these individuals be interviewed reletive to any
Jnowledge they might have of the massacre and {its participants.

At the time of the dictation of this letter, a reply has not
been received from a telegream dispatched to the Oklehoma City Office,
reguesting Special Acent Prank Smith to view the photographes of Berman,
Civella, and Lascuolo, for purposes of identification.

The Kensas City Office has not as yet displayed the photogzraphs
of these suspected individuals to witneases of the masasacre at Eansas
City. However, same i3 to be done in an effort to secure the opinions of
various witnesses who hsve previously stated that they believed they might
be able to identify photographs of the participants, were they to be shown
to tham. An effort was made today to locate eeveral of these witnesses,
but the only one that could be found on this date was Mrs. Lottiefliest,
who pleinly saw all of the participante, and she stiated very positively,
when viewinz the photogrephs, that none of them in eny way resembled the
participants whom she saw,

4 further contact was had with Merle i, Gill in order to sscure
any additional information relative to the address in loa Angeles. He
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Director _ -4 - August 15, 1954

stated that the nene of the woman, Oreexa or Laureen#é;rry, he {8 quite
sure, is ocorrect. Ho stated that the source of the information relative
to the address of the Curry woman is through en individual whose neme

he declined %o mention, but who has been in contact with Deputy Sheriff
John Kellv of Kansas City, liissouri, and who was a witness in the recent
trial of one of the other parties accused in the killing of lir. Kemmer.
On August 16, 1934, further contact will be had dy Agents of this office
with LIr. G111l and lir, Kelly, At that time it is hoped that sdditional
infomation may be obtained, Gill furnishes the information at this time
that his reason for believing that Bsrmen, Civella, and Phillip T. Las~
cuolo may be at the addreas in question in Los Angeles is the faet that
Joe Lascuolo, brother of Phillip T. Lascuoclo, is delieved to be at the
IMain Street address in Los Angsles, He atated that the Curry woman,
according to his information, is the former wife of Joe Lascuclo. The
women of Joe Lascuolo, who resides in Kanses City, IMissouri, at present
geems to have "cut out® the Curry woman, and has been living with Joe
Lascuoclo here until about the time that John lazie was murdered. Joe
Lascuolo left at that time and has not returned since, It is evident
that the information which is reaching Mr. Gill may come from the wife or
paramour of Joe Lascuclo, who resides in Fanmas City. Mr. Gill apparently

.Goes not have this information firat hand, and an effort will be made on

Aduzust 18 to thorouzhly develop all of the facts regarding his fnformation.
He believes that Curry is the malden nere of the woman formerly the wife

of Joe lascuolo, now said to be residing in Los Angeles, FHe stated that

he understands che has two sisters who are probably married, and whose

names he would probably mot kmow, and residing in Pasedena, California.

He advised that it is his informaticn thet Joe lLascuolo end the Curry

woman were married in Kensas City, Missouri, the date not being known to
him. There will be a possibility of determining the address of her rela-
tives through en inspection of the marrisze records at Kansas City, Missourti,
and same will be done.

For the information of the Los Angeles Office, there is being
transmitted herewith wanted circular issued by the Kansas Qity, Miseouri,
Police Department for each of the three above-mentioned individuals, Ber~
man, Civella, and Lascuolo.

Vory truly yowrs,

KBFZ . -

LiCS:btn R+ B. RATHAN,
62-760 Special Agent in charg“d‘ ‘
¢¢ = Oklahcma City

San Antonio

St. louils

2 los Angeles
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