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With reference to the recent newspaper comments to i
the ef’ect that Lash has obtained a position with the Office
of Civilian Defense, 2 file review reflects a comprehensive
memorandum which indicates that he was affilizted with the
American Student Union and the American Youth Congress.

In accordance with your instructions no investigation
is being instituted at this time but this matter will be brought

to your attention at the end of fifteen days for your further
consideration.
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November 25, 1941, a summary memorandum reflecting all

pertinent information concerning the sbove-captioned subject
vas made available to lr. Rhea Vhitley, of the Office of Naval
Intelligence, for his assistance, as :r. Lach at that time was
being investigated as a result of his application for a commission
in the Kaval Reserve. ~

In connection with recent newspaper publicity to the effect
that J4r. Lash was employed by the Federal Government, arrangements
vwere made with kr. R. R. Hoach, of the Bureau, to determine from the
Office of Naval Intelligence whether -any investigation had been made
by that Agency. Mr. Roach has advised me that the inquiry conducted
by the Office of Naval Intelligence consists of one large report and
that most of the material contained therein is a restatement of the
information appearing in the Bureau's summary memorandum, together
with frequent references made concerning Lash in the various Dies

Comrittee reports on un-American propaganda activities. 4&s only one
copy of the report was prepared, Mr. Roach stated it would be ]
impossible to have another one made, On January 20, 1942, however,
he did obtain a synopsis of this report, the original of which is
attached hereto for inclusion in the Bureau file. .
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There is also attached a news item appearing]
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washington Daily News for January 22, 1942, advising
questioned by the Dies Committee on the night of Jan
this having been arvanged by lrs. Roosevelt in an effo
¥r. Lash obtain a commission in the Navy's intelligenc
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As you have indicated, no investigation is bteing made in

. this case at this time under the provisions of Public Lew No. 135,
: 77% Congress. =
I / I /./,/g'tt\/ ~~--- ... _ ___ Respectfully, o
RS SR e o

A o letli s s

2F£3 1 3 1947% ~ eéx; Willis :

.

KN LET

Attachments - HZRLIN LASSLFLED
EXCcePT SHOWN



.-1'sZ?.iﬂ?@ftﬁﬂs‘«{f@?‘f‘?‘:%’:"

o e

T N Y

L
B
il
I

4-750 (Rev. 12-14-88) Q} - % XXXXXX ~

T e—e

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET- T e

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

3 Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material

available for release to you.

cti - Section 5523
0O ®x1) | | O ®X7XA) 0 @xs)
O e O ®Xem) e
O ®3) O ®)7XC) 0O kx1y
O ®X7D) O @)
O ®)XE) 0 ®G)
O ®)XXF) 0 (k)4)
1 b)4) O (bx8) O (xx5)
O ®)5) O ®x9 O kx6)
O ®xs6) O k)7

e

3 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your

request.

[ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only,

m Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred

to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be

advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

- [ For your information:

m The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

100 - 509/ -/

- "X DELETED PAGE(S) X
X NO DUPLICATION FEE X
X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXKKXKX KKK KIOOHXKHKK

FBI/DOJ



TR T

gAt Fn'st Lady’*

sP_en_t : ggve

H
sent, for Cbah-man Martin Dies (D,
§remdmghervmtese The purpose of

3 % in order fo facllitate his gemns 2 Navy
eommisslon

E OUTCOME UNCERTAIN -

3 .After a postponement yesterday aft-
;emoon. Chairman Dies had Mr. Lash

{ the Navy's highly confidential counter- I
‘esmonage service,

¢ jeayd Student Union, of which be was -
' - executive secretary. H
. On Oct. 8, 1939, Ouverxennetbooﬁ
an ex-Commnnlst, told the Dies Com-{.*

. '.:';_;.) e

.munist. He said the latter attended
the elghth eonvention of the Young:

&s a member-at-large )
~ARTICLE IN EXHIBITS.

. """""'U" v

ey
B
3
§.
§
g
g

Joseph P. Lash ‘the. from -Nes
ralhours-m secret_sessxon with the Dies Oommxttee hsl:

_ arance.is said to ‘have' beent ranged by Mrs. .

‘ Roose t, who has been trying to ‘get Mr. Lash a commission in the
Navy’s intelligence service. He is a frequent White House guest.

- So far, the Navy has turned him down. The Dies Committee has

long_ record on his affiliation with and leadershxp of allegedly Co

munist and pacifist organizations. -
-The story, as it leaked from the commxttee was that Mrs. Roosevelt

Tex) and had a two-hour conference ;;

D e T i 'sald, vas {0 sr- BFticle urging the use of labor union-{Ple 45 @ whele 7 The interests of
~yange for Mr. Lash to appear before the §ism for “achieving & mass siruggle teft ™

‘committee and correct his record there, g o

£ Between Jan. 11 and May 28, 1938,| “Wer Our Heritage® The book,

fhe Communist Daily Workerreported sdvertised in the Communist Internh-

appeat before the committee around F= -
{Whether the result will be a white- pihe Dies Committee, during a former | “Oxford oath,”
;, hing of his “pink” record has not E
. learned. B
%

The Office of Naval Intelligence is [S2US

seaSonedv you

onthly, Mr, I.a.sh wrote ln 1936 an “submdmatingthelnterestofthew- N
factional eansldenﬁons -within  ¢he

nst capitalism as & whole.” - He was .co-authar of s book called

activities on at least 12 occasions. { tional of November, 1836, dealt .
a1l Browder cited his leadersbip in| “the deep-seated anti-war sentim t .
1e American League Against War and 3(1 acﬁvity in the univexsmes :
d , .o . -

‘Some years ago Mr Lnsh took the
not to-sup-~
unarranged by Mrs. - | port the United States in any war. -
resigned from the But=new,~apparently, be want.s ‘

Party fn 1937 because it was ' uniform—an officer's uniform.

Mr, Lash has always den!ed he ever k-
was & Communist Party member, After ¥
“the Stalin-Hitler pact he split with§:
the Communist, leadership in the Amer- -

‘mittee he knew Mr, Lash fo be a Com-

Communist League in New York City
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SQrvioe, are & matter of deep conoern to this committes.

+The statements which have appaared in recent nonths and we&s aout ur. Joseph '

0
P, lash, gcnera.l secretary of the United Stetes comittee of mtarnatioml smt

not only ¥re. lash but, by implicetion, the general position of the comittee. "

The Intemat;onal Student Service, founded in 1920,
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\ M_t *}m g Few York City, Jun. 19.‘ 1947
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These ste.taments involve

embarked on its present

progren two years ago, The purpose of this program has been to acquaint studants, '

through free discussion, with the traditions and needs of demooratic society and

thereby to strengthen their devotion to our governmentel system. In lovember ’,' 1940,

way of life.

the movement which he servéae.

—

with e large number of students has béen in great measure owing to their conﬁdenco

;,,,

Vr. Lash was elected to be general secretary. At the time of his election the

o~

nmembers of the executive cormittee were aware of his former political affil:.ations.

They also knew that he had separated from his former assooiates because he had becomé

~

In our association with Lr. 1ash we have every reason to know thét he subscrijes

who].e-heartedly o the traditions end beliefs of our democratic society. - Qur suq‘ée

him. We oonsider the attacks on ,3'. 1ash not only unjust to him but detrimental to .

6.
convinced thet their beliefs were not compatible with the preservation of the Americ s
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give any other private citizen. 1 &‘#39_ »

He further stated Mrs. Roosevelt
her personal friends in Government employ for sometime and
that the Dies Committee had commentedconcerning this but
had to speak softly less Mrs. Roosevelt exert her influence
to have its, appropriation discontinued.

had been placing
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He then commented upon the fact that Mrs. Roosevelt
had named one actor, one dancer, and-one secretary from her
private payroll, to paid positions in the Office of Civilian
ense. Be also accused her of appointing one unnamed youth,
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_ Aeview  ofthe records dhis Bureau failed_to,
disclose that any investigation has memucted kifre FBI
vaertlnent tgour ~ inquiry. But it has revealed that ~Joseph
. hash atone time associated with the American Student
Union. The American Siodent was established dolumbus,
Ohio on December_28, and December 29, 1935. It isan amalga-

mation dfvo  groups: The Student League  for Industrial
Democracy which was founded in 1905 asthe Intercollegiate
Socialist Societies and the National,Students League which was £z
founded in  1932.In attendance at this convention were L27 ~ #
delegates of \@GZh had voting  previleges. It wagorted
that campus clubs dieral roups sent” 116 delegates while
the Connunist themselves sent Ihl delegates. Among the officers
elected was Joseph P. Lash, National = Secretary. The second ¥ .
annual convention ofthe  American Student  Waen held in B
Chicano, lllinois on December28, 1936., The Union,reaffirmed

its adherence to the so-called Oxford Pledge commonly referred
toas the slackerls oath in which they pledred themselves to
refrain from bearing even in the defense dhe United States
against invasion. Among the officers of the American Student
\dieored at this conventionwas ~ Joseph P.  Lash dfew

York, lational Secretary. The official nublication ahe
American Student Unionwas  "The Student Advocate" published SiX
times aear atll2 East 19th  Street, Fqw  York City. Among the
officers for 19}? was Joseph °. Lash, Associate ditor. It
appears that Joseph P. Lash tuthored pamphlets such d3he
Meanlngﬂof t”he Oxftord Plec_it e" aFd "Wc’ilAI: C\)Alljr E(elrltage". he att
apparently c rate with a_James A. Wechs ithe, atter
p%Pnoﬁle - %ﬁgg_ (3&#39 —ane ~ %E#BS} S

L
—

B

&4 The American  Student Ueioin its Third Annual

Convention at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York,&#39;0n
December 27, 1937. Among those elected was Joseph P. Lash,

National Secretary. The 1938 officers ahe Student Advocate,
the official organ of the = American Student.Union, listed Joseph
P.Lash am associate editor. ~1, A ;

&#39;Joseph PLash waslected NationaExecutite Secretary
at the Fourth Annual Convention and the American Student Union

held on December 26,-1938. A[y)arentlg/ at the Fourth_Annual
Convention, Joseph  P. Lash made efforts to clarify  the position.
. _&#39;92
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orthe American Student Union with reeene to the Reserve

Officers Training @elq:barln% thst.*6nr criticism has een"

directed, not atthe  membership of the ROTC-but atthe anti-¢ : :
labor, anti- democratic bias which tn ROTC annals instructors *

8nd exercises have democratet times. In our effort te~ssfe;
gserd democracy-we believe that the mmbers  ofthe  ROTC will 6

accept their  responsibility along with that oi the whole, campus". A
Joseph ?.  Lash.hae been “described as the former  Hationsl Secretary a
of the  Student League  for industrial Democracy and anenber~ot tof
National Student Strike Committee; He has  also been described as -ug
anember  of the administretive_Committee or the American Youth -
Congress and as amember oft Board of  Directors of the émerican ;8
League for Industrial D6N¢ra¢ye tereportedly authored a g
ublication entitled "foulr QLlose  Shop On the Campus". fl T
eportedly too, he was a member dhe Advisory Committee of the S
North American Comnittee to Aid Spanish.Democracy. Bas also 4
been described = asa member of the hdard Directors of the ,
Publicationventitled "Nentiers which was ibsued the -

rdHsEase 4. L eague for  industrial Democracy. 1-&#39; |;,98#39;” 1&#39;.8!

&#39; . H _ &#39; . _&#39; -.-

'~'1&#§??7%39?'1- The American  Student Union has been cited as &ommunist

front by the pecial Committee on  Un~American Activities.

r) A-revisw-of the rccerde or~ths- ur8aH I8EIU!- -HFt the .v-
-1 i

&#39;

less 0 : *
00 - "&#39;
-The American Student Union_was cited asa Communist front T
the CI ttee on OpsAqerican its reports
anu | $3955a0 nualﬂ%ﬁ page Hine 25,
9h2, at , at pa 55)¢ has
been cited y the Callfornla Commlttee n- Amerlcan Activities A
inits  reportof  19h3;at pagellS, by the Massachusetts<3bu@8hg OIg@mlgg,
on Un-American Act|V|t|es ifs report of 1938,at pages Y7 an
539, and bythe Rapp- -Coudert Committee_in its report_of December 1,
I9h1| at pageslb and 107, andby the bpecial Sub-Committee of &#39
the House Committee on Approprlat|ons in Its report of Kpril 21, »~

19h}, at page 3, the aforementioned North American Committeeto aid ~ J
Spanish Democracy has also beencited as @&ommunist front by the

Special Comittee on Un-American  Activities in its reports of

January 3, I9hO, at page 9; and March 29, I9hh, atpage 1&6, It

has likewise been cited by the  California Committee on Un-American
Activities in its report of 19h8, giage 310; and bythe Massachusetts
House Committee on Un-American  Activities ifs report of 1938,.

st pages 395,562 and S63. A28urtherreview ofthe records of this_
uh e w_, ,-g-
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