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With reference to the recent newspaper comments to i
the ef’ect that Lash has obtained a position with the Office
of Civilian Defense, 2 file review reflects a comprehensive
memorandum which indicates that he was affilizted with the
American Student Union and the American Youth Congress.

In accordance with your instructions no investigation
is being instituted at this time but this matter will be brought

to your attention at the end of fifteen days for your further
consideration.
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November 25, 1941, a summary memorandum reflecting all

pertinent information concerning the sbove-captioned subject
vas made available to lr. Rhea Vhitley, of the Office of Naval
Intelligence, for his assistance, as :r. Lach at that time was
being investigated as a result of his application for a commission
in the Kaval Reserve. ~

In connection with recent newspaper publicity to the effect
that J4r. Lash was employed by the Federal Government, arrangements
vwere made with kr. R. R. Hoach, of the Bureau, to determine from the
Office of Naval Intelligence whether -any investigation had been made
by that Agency. Mr. Roach has advised me that the inquiry conducted
by the Office of Naval Intelligence consists of one large report and
that most of the material contained therein is a restatement of the
information appearing in the Bureau's summary memorandum, together
with frequent references made concerning Lash in the various Dies

Comrittee reports on un-American propaganda activities. 4&s only one
copy of the report was prepared, Mr. Roach stated it would be ]
impossible to have another one made, On January 20, 1942, however,
he did obtain a synopsis of this report, the original of which is
attached hereto for inclusion in the Bureau file. .
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There is also attached a news item appearing]
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washington Daily News for January 22, 1942, advising
questioned by the Dies Committee on the night of Jan
this having been arvanged by lrs. Roosevelt in an effo
¥r. Lash obtain a commission in the Navy's intelligenc

service,
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As you have indicated, no investigation is bteing made in

. this case at this time under the provisions of Public Lew No. 135,
: 77% Congress. =
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H
sent, for Cbah-man Martin Dies (D,
§remdmghervmtese The purpose of

3 % in order fo facllitate his gemns 2 Navy
eommisslon

E OUTCOME UNCERTAIN -

3 .After a postponement yesterday aft-
;emoon. Chairman Dies had Mr. Lash

{ the Navy's highly confidential counter- I
‘esmonage service,

¢ jeayd Student Union, of which be was -
' - executive secretary. H
. On Oct. 8, 1939, Ouverxennetbooﬁ
an ex-Commnnlst, told the Dies Com-{.*

. '.:';_;.) e

.munist. He said the latter attended
the elghth eonvention of the Young:

&s a member-at-large )
~ARTICLE IN EXHIBITS.

. """""'U" v

ey
B
3
§.
§
g
g

Joseph P. Lash ‘the. from -Nes
ralhours-m secret_sessxon with the Dies Oommxttee hsl:

_ arance.is said to ‘have' beent ranged by Mrs. .

‘ Roose t, who has been trying to ‘get Mr. Lash a commission in the
Navy’s intelligence service. He is a frequent White House guest.

- So far, the Navy has turned him down. The Dies Committee has

long_ record on his affiliation with and leadershxp of allegedly Co

munist and pacifist organizations. -
-The story, as it leaked from the commxttee was that Mrs. Roosevelt

Tex) and had a two-hour conference ;;

D e T i 'sald, vas {0 sr- BFticle urging the use of labor union-{Ple 45 @ whele 7 The interests of
~yange for Mr. Lash to appear before the §ism for “achieving & mass siruggle teft ™

‘committee and correct his record there, g o

£ Between Jan. 11 and May 28, 1938,| “Wer Our Heritage® The book,

fhe Communist Daily Workerreported sdvertised in the Communist Internh-

appeat before the committee around F= -
{Whether the result will be a white- pihe Dies Committee, during a former | “Oxford oath,”
;, hing of his “pink” record has not E
. learned. B
%

The Office of Naval Intelligence is [S2US

seaSonedv you

onthly, Mr, I.a.sh wrote ln 1936 an “submdmatingthelnterestofthew- N
factional eansldenﬁons -within  ¢he

nst capitalism as & whole.” - He was .co-authar of s book called

activities on at least 12 occasions. { tional of November, 1836, dealt .
a1l Browder cited his leadersbip in| “the deep-seated anti-war sentim t .
1e American League Against War and 3(1 acﬁvity in the univexsmes :
d , .o . -

‘Some years ago Mr Lnsh took the
not to-sup-~
unarranged by Mrs. - | port the United States in any war. -
resigned from the But=new,~apparently, be want.s ‘

Party fn 1937 because it was ' uniform—an officer's uniform.

Mr, Lash has always den!ed he ever k-
was & Communist Party member, After ¥
“the Stalin-Hitler pact he split with§:
the Communist, leadership in the Amer- -

‘mittee he knew Mr, Lash fo be a Com-

Communist League in New York City
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SQrvioe, are & matter of deep conoern to this committes.

+The statements which have appaared in recent nonths and we&s aout ur. Joseph '

0
P, lash, gcnera.l secretary of the United Stetes comittee of mtarnatioml smt

not only ¥re. lash but, by implicetion, the general position of the comittee. "

The Intemat;onal Student Service, founded in 1920,

e ar. Nugtp = "> = o ey

S L.+ 5] L AN
31708
\ M_t *}m g Few York City, Jun. 19.‘ 1947

]
t
H

These ste.taments involve

embarked on its present

progren two years ago, The purpose of this program has been to acquaint studants, '

through free discussion, with the traditions and needs of demooratic society and

thereby to strengthen their devotion to our governmentel system. In lovember ’,' 1940,

way of life.

the movement which he servéae.

—

with e large number of students has béen in great measure owing to their conﬁdenco

;,,,

Vr. Lash was elected to be general secretary. At the time of his election the

o~

nmembers of the executive cormittee were aware of his former political affil:.ations.

They also knew that he had separated from his former assooiates because he had becomé

~

In our association with Lr. 1ash we have every reason to know thét he subscrijes

who].e-heartedly o the traditions end beliefs of our democratic society. - Qur suq‘ée

him. We oonsider the attacks on ,3'. 1ash not only unjust to him but detrimental to .

6.
convinced thet their beliefs were not compatible with the preservation of the Americ s

Ay o 5’00/{///
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JONN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR
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!t.\ \of the Presidential Office. It is nresumam that thie person
s

¥Federal Bureau of Inuestigation
United States Department of Justice
| Hlashington, D. ¢. |
T o February 12, 1942 o

‘ " 0r. wettomen
MEMORANDUM_FOR ME. LADD ' ‘ Tele, Moom

'RE: JOSEPH P.OI.ASE

AT AT HEREIN 1S u;summ SIED
DATEL-2-2%F DY

‘meKWashingtoxi Post for Thursdey, February 12, 1942
carried an article entitledN'Fair Enough® by Weetbrook*?egler.'
carrying the subhead X"Mre. Hoosevelt's Private Life". . Thise
article was a direct attack upon Mrs. Roosevelt, the wife of
the Preesident and eccueed her of meddling in Thef:\‘ewsvaper e
Guild, vhich Pegler stated wee & Communiet orgen zation.

RisOmay

e
,..a.

Lt

He then stated that Mre. Roosevelt, in commercializing
her office as wife of the President had forfelited the resnef-t t',‘
people are accustomed to giving one of her position &nd in so
doing she had left herself open for the eame criticiem he would,
give eny other private citizen. ] -

T

T e
He further stated Mrs. Roosevelt had been plecing
her personal friends in Government employ for some time and
that the Dies Committee had commented concerning this but
had to epeak softly less Mrs. Hoosevelt exert her 1nf1uence
to have its eppropriation diecontinued.

He then commented upon the fact that Mrs., Roosevelt
had pnamed one actor, one dancer, and one secretery from her
privete peyroll, to paid positions in the Office of Civilien
Defence. He aleo sccused her of sppointing one unnamed youth,
who was formerly ascociated in the Communist front. This
person was formerly married to "a young campus cutie who had
been infected with the Moscow principles" end who celebrated
her marriage with & piece in a Muscovite paper entitled, "My
Father Vas & Liar". He was also stated to be on Mre. Rooeevelt's
private payroll of moniees derived from her commercializetion

. . RECORDED COPY FILED IN 4,2“-

\"&
L
{

referred.tonté’oeephl’ Lu‘h.‘\ i

[ R, <

% BRI F INVESTIGATION
18 FEB 12 1942
U. S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE | "

Fooltpn e oa wGS y
Lttp 4l 34.. ABY ' @ 2 Iy
R. B. Yadon, Jr., $aecis ‘ '

A clipping of thie article ie being" o
memorendum for your informstion. '

TN
|

7 ' Regpectfully,

o«

'.



JOHN EDGAR HOO:/ER 0
’ T DIRECTOR &
‘
RN Federnd Burran of Fuvestigation
[ »
» . -
United States Department of Justice

HWashinnton, 8. ¢.
February 12, 1942

LEMORANDUN FOR ¥R, LADD

Ltawe be adviCes that an examination of the Congressional Records of February &
 and February 9, iv.., reveals that the following individuals were charged therein as
being members of tne Commnist, Nazi, or Fascist parties, or previous allegations of
merberghip in such parties are denied:
. Al
Pecord - Subversive Place of Address lega~ .,
Pare Name Organization Employment (if given)  tion  “DPenial

115 Justine Wise Polier - Commmist  Office of - iy
Cive. Defense

Hary Dublin n u

Norman Corwin - i " Coooom

George Saunders W s lawat:d n n

Joseph P.Aashy o% " "

Pzl Kellogg U "

Goodwin VWatsonv uaket s}”:"‘i' Federal Comrmmni-
et € cations Commis-
sion
Peter Rhodes
© Willian E. Dodd, Jr., | o¥@*
1137 Charles A. Gauld v '
ary Johnson

. : l,,;hé»
A~98  Melvyn Douglas v 0% Office of
(2-9-42) Civ, Defense

(Note: The above a.llegatio‘né"a_.z;e from lists furnished by Dies Cormittes.)

Very truly yours, A i

I . s e ame———
MO o i AN T4

UM EUNTRG OF DAESTIEATION S

H e e R s
, -3 ,‘f~R“sﬂ-{_ }9'42 e i
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.he"was to enter the Army. The party was apperently held in New

New York with the exception of scme c¢f Meyer Davis's orchestras. 2’-&
%*’g,vtcn stated that bhas returned tc ené he,

e - "7 8% Nir. Tolsos__
hm"’“"“‘\ e O‘\ ) Mr. ©.A. Tarrr__

T e Mr. Cleze
Mmcf Fnuestinat o Ig{?/::i;:;‘“
United Btates Departmient of Justice Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen .
Washington, D. C. , Mr. Tracy )
. L - . Mr. Carson
DML:WGR May 18, 1942 : Mr. Coffer ...
Call:s 4:35 P.il. Mr. Hendon_____
Transcribed: 5:00 P.N. - Mr. Holleman_
* o Mr. McGuire .
‘EMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A. TAMM / \r. Quinn Tamin__
lf Mr. Harbo
Tele. Koom
‘ Mr, Nease
Assistant SAC Drayton of the New York Cifice telephouca.l.lmss Beabm____~
advised that#nas been in New Ycrk, and he advisedMizs Gandy e
Mgy Brayton £4 received information tc the effect that S

Mrs"‘Roosevelt had thrown a party for Joseph P{lash at the tinme

York City end Mrs. Roos

evelt reportedly supplied &n crchestra
which cost her §2,500. #did not recall the neme of the

orchestra, but he thought the neme was Meyer (phonetic). He further
advised ?7‘“‘ ‘Dra or. thet he had written the orchestra leeder, erd the
latter had replied that he had been reid $2,5C
told Wrtgeyton that when he returned -

the name of this orchestrs leader and furnish

advisediifr. Drayicn that he had given thie
inforrmation to VWestbrook Pegler, end Pegler is going to meke & "blest”
of it and suggest thet the £2,5C0 could have been spent by buying
defense bonds rather than by throwing & party for a youny Communist
about ready to enter the armed services.

GRS
. .vreyton stated, in response to my inquiry, that so far e

ot -]

has been unable to find any orchestre leader by the neme of Meyer in

)

lender
wilil

royion, will call him and escertzin the name of thig orchestir
and then attempt tc find where this perty was held. Bl

G oaing

advise the Buresu of &ll informetion he receives regarding this mziter.

Respectfuily,

\'),\ g /h\l‘\\{"

‘. M. Laad ~.
T OI AT N FY BF / PR SRR S s
- & o’
A E ,2_@,/ /7 |
ST o ‘w' v “ . ':if;‘ \"7' ’ h‘
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Mr. Tolson ;
_. Me E.A. Temm
Mr. Clegg _————~
Mr. Glavia :
Mr.Ladd__________
Me, Nichols________
Mr, Rosen__ .
M. Teacy
Me.Coltey___....
Mr. a‘m_______
Me. Hollomen__
Me. McGuire
Mr. Quion Temm__
Mr. Harbo s
- Tele.Room 2.0 |
Mr. Nease ' |
; : Mies Beabm______ =
Reference is made to my wemorandum to you dated ‘Miss Gandy _
May 19, 1942, concerning a call I feceived from acting SAC »
Drayton of the Nlew York Offi. ) _t4
a conversation he had with
: Mrs. Roosevelt had thrown & ty ‘1or Joseph P. lash prior to
'} the time has was to enter the Army, at which party Mrs. Roosevelt
b1° had reportedly supplied an orchestra which cost her §2,500.

dr, Dreyton teleph informed me on the afternoon
of May 19, 1942, thaet 8 now informed him that the

orchestra at this party was the Meyer Davis Society Orchestra and
that the party was held at the Lafayette Hotel on &pril 25, 1942.

| Calls 4350 P _—
. Trenscribeds 6:00 P .

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. 4,
we: goserr 201 -

Respectfully

ALL HFORMATION CONTAINED

L T ACRIFIED -,
HEREL 1S um._hE»S}. td
' DATE_LLQ;BLB\ pY —

. , ‘d ‘: ) _V . . \-\ . .
Tl L& . . ) -

FEOIDAL B o7 e

———

\ ) 1 MAY 20 112
4 ) v o
5 r}@gk'é 7 1562 U5, BEran e BT RELIE

LIS -—-M’v
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-Sep ‘"'12, 1942 was brought to ay. atbent.ion.. d'hé'
,patriotic 4nterest which. motivated you to write we in

which has been carefully not.ed, is being a.fforded
i . -In the event that
you secure any additional informaticn which you deem to
be of dinterest to us in our work of safeguarding the ' .
internal security of our country, I hoye you will again
commnicate with us‘ :

&

Sincerely yours, ;
. J Edgar ﬁoover

AU. lNFORf"AT\ON CONTMNED
HEREIN Io diquA%SlHED
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Dcto'ber 27, 19¢2 . N 1o tiendon covee.

’ . ur h.(}_au coveonn ,1
-} Mir. qu,..nt..-“:‘

| Director T
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You will recall that Joseph Lash is the individual in whom Mrs,
Roosevelt showed extreme 1ntercst nt. the time he was attempt.ing to obtain
. oomiudon 1n the lavr. X
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Federal Burrau of Investination Mr. Ladd

Hnited Btates Bepartment of Justice Mr. Nichols ____
R . Mr. Rosen__ :
Wlashington, D. ¢€. :  Mr. Tracy______ .
April 6, 1543 B : Mr. Carson,
: ' Mr. Coffey
Mr. Headoa ______._
Mr. Kramer ____~
: ) Mr. McGuire
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HE: JOSEPEH LASH Mr. Quinn Tamm __
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MEMORANDUM FOB MR.

: ’ Mr. Nesse _
On April 4, 1943, Major Calvert of CIG telephonically Miss Bea
requested information on a reported conference of the American Youtlh;.. Guok
Coagress which was reportedly held in the District of Coluabia some time foi..
in 1938 or 1939, He stated that at this time it was his understand ng v
that Joseph lash was the Exocutive Secretary of this organigation and that
“he had attempted to quarter representatives of the American Youth Congress
at Fort Meyer, Virginia, He also indicated that 1% wos his understanding
that Mrs. Roosevelt had ianterceded on behalf of Mr, lash, -

The writer informed him that our files fail to reflect any

definite information with reference to the above matter, but thet apparently
Mr, lash vas personally acquainted with Mrs, Roosevelt. He wie informed
that a search would be made of the files with reference to tha};mrican
Youth Co order to determine any additional informatiod'wa may have,
3 b1L Sﬁjéfvisgﬂsubuquantly searched the files and in the absence of Ms jor .
Calvert, telephonically mdvised Captain Osgood that our files contained no
additional information,

Major Calvert advised that Gemeral Strdng had requested the above -
information,

Regpsctfully,

fc. V. Smith O
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SERGEANT JOE LASH;
SECURITY VATTER --C

- Buresu's attention to a Commen ch appeared in !.eonard Lyon‘a column .
{*The Lion's Den®™ - the New.York papers) today to the effect that ' Trude
Pratt end Sergeant Joe Lash will be, marned in the near mture and la.rs.

Truslow Adams, the writer. Both of these persons tiave often been me'xtloned
in connection with Commumnist.sdtivities as has Sergeant -Joe Lash, and furthere.
rore, Adams and Pratt have been instrumental in furthering agitation for the
¥ationalist Party of Puerto Rico.
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/ ‘This is to advise that on November 13, 1945, this office feodived ™ -

two intelligence files frem Col. S. V. Constant, Directar Secwrity & Intelli-
gonce Division, Second Service Command, U.§. Arwy on the above individual, -
sho was farmerly exscutive secretary of rnational Students! Service
and nationally known as a leader of the movemsnt in the United States,
and who publicly admitted Commmunist beliefs pricr to 1939, although ch:l.n:l.ng
%o have becoms anti-Communist sub. nt 10 that time, He is nppmntlv a.
-parsonal friend of Mre. l’rgku.n 1t,

. The two above mentioned files reflect usnmin&nctod

‘the United States Army by Local Board 19, at 250 Bighth Avenus, New York ciw,

on April 29, 1942; that on spproximately May 7,-1942, hs arrived at the S79th
Technical School Squadron, Training Squadron 55, Air Corps Replacement Train-
ing Center, Miami Beach, Florida, as a private under ASN 323265193 that in = -
a letter dated May 10, 1945, from the Adjutant General's office at W
D.C., to the Commanding General, Army Service Forces, Washington, -D.C., it
was stated that, based on a careful investigation by agencies of the War :
_ Department, IASH was restricted to non-sensitive duties under the provid.ons
of War Department regulations; that he was placed under _sumﬂ;anm at
center; and that he received telegranms md letters trm Mrs. R

st that ocenter and at other posts E" ai‘sm%;‘g

The files furnished by Col. constant clso reﬂecbod
1942, LASH was assigned to Patterson Field, :0kilo; also_that-ae
UNITED PRESS dispatch Washington, believed dated. May-30,-39kb;
Secretary of War JOHN cCLOY revealed 1o 'e:House Military Affafy _
‘Committee that TASH served in the South’ Pacific as & weather observer and
forecaster bstween May, 1943, and November, 19k that after particy

‘hnimtmomntblaﬂngbm,ﬁrginh,inthemmnmnof
.Mﬁlﬁ.slﬂngthemblppncdfwotﬁmunﬁdm“heolmd
jrejected. Mr. MeCLOY is guoted as stating that on December 29, 194k, the
'§ Commander-in-Chisf desired arders to be dispatched sending IASE to OCS,
uniess there were objections other than those arising from his civilien®
mﬁms;w&mwmmnmmautmwmmms;
: slso thet early in 1945 he completed his training and was commissi
a Seoond Iieutensnt st Camp Ise, Virginla. (It should be noted that
Wumbm'smaitminuummtm"%_
mm.&emnwmwm,m . Yy
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| Lacomarion (Col. Constantte files reflected that o July 18, 19kS, IASR was .-
s - transferred to the Station Campliment, Fart Oglethorpe, Gecrgis, in the .
£ declas:. fredQuartermaster Corps, and arrived at that station on July 27, 1945, as ,»g
Per Sscond Lieutenant under ASN (1582653. 4t about the time he wys transferred
_An article sppeared in the Chattanoo s dated July 19, 1945, in which
was referred to as President of the AN STUDENT UNION in 1938, |

chhsbmomonduccmnhmthymuaﬁwofusam-
' self before the Special Committee on Un-Amsrican sctivities om damuary 21,
% awuag 152,

/" Col. Comstant sivised that on September 28, 1945, LASH was dis~

charged from the Army in accordance with demobilisation procedure and that

he reverted to an inactive status on October 2, 1945. IASH'S last address
was shown as 25 West 11 Street, New York City. Col. Comstant stated that i
it is believed that additional information and reports regarding LASH'S e
activities before January 1, 1945, are containsd in the files of the War
Departaent. 1)50 _ e

. The two files have been returned to Col. Constant in accordance
» With bhis request, after having been reviewed by this office. ‘

Although LASH has not been the subject of an investigation in the
New York office (however, there are mmerous referencees, mostly newspaper
clippings, on file on him in this office), and there is nothing in the .
above-mentioned files to warrant an investigation of him at the present - -
tims, the information is being forwarded to the Bureau only for information-
8l purposes, in view of LASH!'S past prominence in the public press, R

3

. Very truly yours, :
‘ | E. E. CONROY y
BY:VJA : 8AC
100-
- ‘ o L DoY g 7, 83 AL
«2 - > 5
u e e e - N - e _ N s Sifhpa.
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. June 14, 1951
A review of the records of this Bureau failed to

disclose that any investigation has been conducted by the FBI
pertinent to your inquiry. But it has revealed that Joseph

~P. Lash was at one time associated with the Arerican Student

Union. The American Student Union was estatlished at Columbus,
Ohio on December 2%, and December 29, 1935, It is an amalga-
mation of two ~roups: The Student League for Industrial

‘Democracy which was founded in 1905 as the Intercollegiate

Socialist Societies and the National.Students League which was
founded in 1932. In attendance at this ronvention were 427 -
delegates of which 362 had voting previleges. It was reported
that campus clubs and liberal groups sent 115 delerates while
the Cormunist themselves sent 141 Jdelegates. Among the officers
elested was Joseph P. Lash, National Secretary. The second
annual convention of the American.Student nion was held in
Chicaro, Illinois on Decerber 28, 1936. The Union. reaffirmed
its adherence to the so-called Oxford Pledce commonly referred
to as the slacker's oath in which they nledred themselves to
refrain from bearing even in the defense of the United States
against invasion, Among the officers of the American Student
Union elected at this convention was Joseph P. Lash of lew
York, ational Secretary. The official —~ublication of the
American Student iinion was "The Student idvocate" publisied six
times a year at 112 Fast 19th Street, !:w York City. Among the
officers for 1937 was Joseph °. Lash, Associate Editor. It
appears that Joseph P, Lash ‘uthored pamphlets such as "The

 #leaning of the Oxford Pledge" and "War Our lleritare". le

apparently collaborated with a James A. Wechsler in the latter

~ pa-ohlet, - -

The Arerican Student Union held its Third Annual
Convention at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York, on
December 27, 1937. Among those elected was Joseph P. Lash,
National Secretary. The 1938 officers of the Studant Advocate,
the official organ of. the American Student Union, listed Joseph
P. Lash as an associate editor., . - . . I

, - Joseph P. Lash was elected National Executive Secretary
at the Fourth Annual Convention and the American Student Union
held on December 26, 1938. Apparently at the Fourth Annual
Convention, Joseph P. Lash made efforts to clarify the position.

2]
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of the Americen Student Union with reference ¢to the Reserve _
‘0fficers Iraining Corps declaring that *Our oriticism has beemn =~
directed, not at the membership of the ROTC but at the anti- - .- =7
. .lsbor, anti-democratic biss which the ROTC manuals finstructors - . ~ -
v Lut-and exercises have democrated at times, In our effort to sefe.
i s~ guepd democrecy we believe that the members of the ROTC will - o
' accept their responsibility along with that of the whole campus". =
~ - Joseph P, Lash has been described as the former Natfonal Secretsery .
- of the Student League for industrisl Democracy and & member of the .
National Student Strike Committee, He has also been described as - 4
e member of the iZdministreétive Committee of the Amerfican Youth - .
Congress end as a member of the toard of Directors of the American -
Lesgue for Industrial Democrecy. He reportedly authored a ‘
publication entitled "Toward A *Close Shop' On the Campus®, o
Reportedly too, he was a member of the Advisory Committee of the
North American Comnittee to Aid Spanish Democracy. He has also y
been described as & member of the ioerd of Directors of the )
Publication entitled "New Frontiers" which was issued by the :
Leagus for industrial Democracye. (61-7497-8) o

The American Student Union has been cited gs e Communist
front by the Special Comnittee on Un-fmerican Activities,

B RER e IS el oS 0n M0 Mannasy aq St SOV et B0 t
od.  Spe . Ly e Tel C=1=ll s New—York;—Now

KettaraCle (100-143868-4) - - - . -

- The American Student Union was cited as a Communist front
by the Special Committee on Un~American Activities in its reports of ~
January 3, 1939, at pege 80; January 3, 1940, at psge 9; June 25, f
1942, at pege lg;,end March 29, 194li, at pege 159, it has also

been cited by the California Commitpee on Un-iAmerican Activities _
in its report of 1943, at pege 115, by the Massachusetts HouseeCommitte
on Un-American Activities, in its report of 1938, at pages (¢ and = .-
539, and by the RappeCoudert Committee in its report of December 1,
1941, at pages 1l end 107, end by the Special SubeCommittee of

the House Committee on Aspropriations in its report of April 21,
1943, at pege 3, the aforementioned North Americen Committee to aid
Sparish Democracy hae also been cited as a Communist front by the
Special Committee on UneAmerican Activities in its reports of

Jenuary 3, 1940, at page 9; end March 29, 194)i, et page 16, It

has likewise been cited by the California Committee on UneAmericsan
Rctivities in its report of 1948, at page 310; and by the lMassachusetts
House Committee on Un-Americen Activities in its report of 1938, .

at peges 395, 562 end 563, A2further review of the records of this

-

- '
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Bﬁraént indicated thet Joseph Lash, the Rationesl Sécretary of the
American Students Union, testified before the House Committee on

~ Une-fmerican Activities, om December 1, 1939,
L (61-7497-160) ‘ '

_ The "Daily Mirror" in New York City for February 13, 1945,

carried an article indieeting thst Mrs, Joseph P, Lash was the o
former Gertrude Wenzel of Germany, who wes once married to Elliott . -
D. Pratt, allegedly, she has been affiliated with liberal if not .
left wingest persons and organizetions, A
(100-95348-5k) . : | |

» The a»ove information is furnished for your confidential
usée only, and is not to be distributed outside of lyour agency.



PRERAS ¥

Tttt | e e et i+ 1oL
. Tl

e e
(1 ‘j B

*“ Bl Oﬁicg M,,ndum ""UNITi~~:—~~~—, GOVERNMENT
f\t’ pats: 10/2/52 |

CAdeN

( Director, FEI
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eke., SH?G" (Bufilo 100-355330).“

In he(jhworn statement to INS Seattle,
:”1dent1f1ed JOE LASH as National Secretary of the Ame
.Students Ufilon In the late 1930's. This individual is 1dent1A
¥ ~cal with ceptioned subject on whom a closed case file is main-

"tained by the New York office and the Bureeu (Bufile number-~
not knoun). DR . . . o

e &\ review of captiened matter reflecte no 1ndlcation g

of recent Conmunist or related activity on the part of LASH -

.and 1t is not believed that further investigation is warranted..

under existing Bureau instructions relative to conducting Se- -~

PR curity investigations as reiterated in Bulet to New York dated
Y. 6/10/52 entitled "SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS"

o Accordingly and UACB no further 1nvestigation will be e
nducted by New York 1n captioned matter.:,@:_ o

S ?- In accordance with Bureau instructions in ReBulet,,_ 2
copy of this letter 13 designated for San Diego.,;nf, R

_1 - Bureau (100-355330 _— =

| e mou com Rty
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Director, FEHI CTw/efse

. SAC, Wew York (100-80298)

AL INFORMATION conTamEp
RGN 5 s
" @Rlet to Bestile: L/} it

. /1752, “aap

_orn‘jtgto@bnt to”I!S.gSg(ttly;
lent 1SH as_Rational Beoretary of the }
tudents Unlon in the late 1930's,.: This - _
‘chl;ﬁiph'capt;oned lubject;én:Uhq;vg'elocv
-tazaod-b;‘thb>l9w,!brk‘orr1ce?qndwxhg.Bprb

T ,A-:oview;ot_qnptibned mtter :ofipet;'noaindlcttibng
'of recant Communist or Felated activityon the pert of LASH -
-and 1t {8 not belisved that further 1nvestigationiln‘unrrantody.
- - under existing Bureay instructions relative to eonducting Se- -
»-mf*ﬁj‘curity-inveltigationa 438 reiterated in Bulet to New York dated
o, 2 6/10/52 entitled "SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS® s .-

Accordingly and UACB no further investigation will be
conducted by New York in captioned matter, ‘

" opy of tLDg"50Tdance With Birdau tnstructions in Remsiet, s
. eopy of thiq_lottcr 1a'doa;gn§§ed_rog”sgg piegq,"“m;“ '.;t?;,i;
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[0 Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you.
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O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your
request.

{3 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

m Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
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Party a 1;1 abmyn:n T appears LAt Lash 4
ur
3 "admitted that he went to spun in Nay, 1937. %o volmtarily tuht
. for the Loyalist esuse. When questioned as to whether his
‘ pesignation from the Socialist Party erystallized in his mind dwring
V] ox’;gouu_aud oburuum 4n Spein ,Jnug.;:t;: ‘_th!t 1S wap -
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A "the-records has:disclosed -a summary;of: )
“concerning Joseph P. Lash, which has hot been se Torth in-deteil,
4n view of the fact that -he.is ‘a’native~born citizen,  Only so much
‘of that summery is.sef.out above as would indicate that he may

heve expatriated himself,)- o ‘, S -
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" testimony before the Senate Internal Security Subcomzittes

7 Mp, Crouch,  Yes, ®irs -5

" mp, Arenss In the sourse of your Sestimomy - liS

yesterday, there were two items which we 413 not get
to complete, One of the items was your testlamony with

. pefersnse to Mr, Gelders and I belleve you seid four .

eother individuals who had soxe kind of an intelligence -

apparatus, Would you tell us sbout that now so that we

. esn get that elesr in the resord? = ..
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o T Mee Creuch, - T had personal knowledge of fiwe =&
27 4ndlvidusl Communists who were assigned by $he Communist
Party to obtain intelligence information from the White

_ House for the bsnefit of the Communist Perty and She

- Soviet Governmsnt, - T e e

e, Avens, Could you tdentify those five first?

.~ Mpe, Croush, - Those five were, first, Joseph 8,
Gelders; seeond, Reversend Nalcolm Cotton Debds, wbe -
was the head of the Youth Section of the Sogythern
... Conference for Human Welfare and who boasted S0 me ;
" that his position aa a minister helped prevent amy -
{ . possibility of any susplelon by either President or i
aE 7 mpg, Roosevelt of the fast that he was & top Commmist
Ledd o leader. I heve been in many smell closed Purty mesetlings
Belwoet —— with Reverend Msleolm Cotton Dobbs, Eumber three was
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“the Vhnite House or !y&o hrk and was @ Trequent s
‘-t‘ th- FPresident and Mrs. Roosevels..

tho Young Comsnist Lesgue and of the Communist !n'ty.

i" The £1fth was Gllbert L. Farks, who had ones been & *
1. business munager for kloanon Boosevelt'sy mmgesine

/* - "Bables = Just Bables" and had been issistand Rnettlu ,
- ment Pirector ¢s Tex rngwon in the government snd whe ..

_" Party in the Cerolinss snd who was & mesdber of the Steering:
qn espionage astivities at the White iouse, yeporting. for.
"f"ontod to me peraonally their assignments dy the cm;

. 'Papty and have dfscussed thelr espionage utlvltin in
.. behalf of the Comwunist Farty and the Soviet Government;"

!'ho rourth m :noph Luh. i

later was & member of the Distriet Bureau of the Communied

Committee of the Southern Confersance for Human Welfsre,
Birmingham, Alshama, in Kovemter of 1938 and who stayed
at my homs during tln tiu ho was there urvlng ou this

| ‘!hou m tha tln top bmnmhtt I bou vho‘ux-rua
thes bensfit of the Communist Farty and the Joviet Gov-rnnufbt

. - “and enabling Esrl Browdsr <~ ghis information Sogethsr with .

7" sther informstion == enabling Earl Browder to make reports .

.~ on what went on at ecsbinst meetings, at top hnl nutingn e
o of tho Gomht iu'ty l tttondod. i e UL

. Croueh,’  Fiseb, I Bave béen in olosed Commmist '
srty. anttma vith a1l of the five people wnd with the -
exception of 3 oseph F, Lash; 8ll of thoss peopls have.

I received informetion regarding Joe Lesh's work from
Earl Browier and frox J. FPeters and I have seon him in
closed meotings of the Commnist Party, and my wife,
Sylvia Crouch, was in many top level meetings with

. G411 Gyreen, Henry ifinston, and Joe Lash of the Young

Communist t-eague.
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end I bave mo reascn $0 believe that this espionage : ..
astivity sensed xhen I left tue Comaunist Farty, -

AT

specifionlly 4id they deT £l T w3

. % . Mr. Croush. They repo ted to 7, Paters, n‘éo
_assistants of 4, Peters regularly on all information
that they oould gether an visits S0 the White Eouse,
from conversstions with tor govermmsut offielals that
they met there, and whet deductions they oould drsw on
e e .. gOVernment policy from thelr personsl conversations
" with Mra, Roosevelt and with the Fresident, - "

Tl Arens. | How 814 they have aceess %o ihe Vhite
L Bouse ever and atove ?nqt___or any othar citisen? - \;‘
e o A ) y I SRTARG R & . k;

. o _ ' s i F e F -
s LI Rpe Crouth. - Howard Lee, Maleolm Cotton Debls, and
77 Jeseph Gelders, Parks, all that I mentioned, were personsl}

. . For example, Gilbert L. Parks had been dusiness -
" msneger for Mrs. Hoosevelt's megazine from Noverber of
~" 1932 wasil sbout July ef 1933 end the fact that he had.
" this elose business ssqueintence, he ‘developed a psrsonal
‘agquaintence with her and gdth tho"'?rg;tdtnt -

.. vals & sinute, ¥, Crowsh.
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- Mp, Arvens. .
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e thll h"'ttgatiu, el S

Mr. Arens. As I understand, Mr. Croush said
yosterday Gelders was {dentified as an associute who
bad deelings with people who are in the Southern Conference

© © -~ . .  Eduestional Fund, '
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- Mr, Grouche Yas, sir; ¥r. Jeldsrs, fob dell, I
end I vere thsz luras people who originally rlonusd ond ’
‘conceived the $des of the Soutiern Conferorce aund 1ts
. paal success would no{ heve boen poszibla 8 hs had not
... had eaccess to ths ¥hite House and Hyde Perk, LI he had
s 77 " not bean sble to spend t weokend st Byle Pirx ss & gusst
= of the Fresident oni s, Roosevelt and convinesd them
thet 4his papressr.ted a vorthvhile underta«ing, perausdsd
wrg, Koosevelt to bo & speexer end parsud’ed the iresidont
of the Tnitsd States to write & letter of graetings 2 open

" this econference, end through his scquuintenos snd his ‘lfé
relationsalp with “rs. Vieglnis Foster Purr to = Jutted o
8 Stetes Supreme Court Justice:es the second foatured - - & nmn

spesier for the qunlngnot this Confarance,

mp, Srans. I7u ars not suggssting, oL eoavrcs,
that elthsr the formap rresident or the Pirst Loy wng
spauizant of the soantacts Fliers thel these Sorarinlad
zants wore maclngt

@ O

! Fr. Croueh. - Guite the centrery. X~11 of the jeople
except Joa Lash, with whom 1 did net disocuss the nmatter, I
hese dlscussed the matter cll told me that the :resicent
and Kps. Hoosevelt in no way suspected the- of beling
reowrantste end, of ssuree, 1 thsy had %liey would auve
tunedtetely huve had no longer sccess to tle hitae iloury,
ard mothing 1 heve seld is vo Indiects thet Justine ik
hed eny inowlsize of the Compmnlst conepirusy Bhat, asyd

b : him &t Southarn Conferoncs fop Humsn Felfare wns nong -4

¢ T ry testiwony should be indloeated as reflecting in ans way
: whetgoaver upon the integrity or sineerlty of tne Tnited
3tates Suonrems Court, hut his sister-in-law, Xra, Tir inte
Fostar furr, ha® full inowledza af the sonsplraterial natars

: sanoriing to tho “stolled reports thet wers sivnn Ly Juneni .
Galders sftar his return from conferetcen =ith urr,
.  "ha absve §s anhmittad for youe (nlsrastioa in
* ecraseti~n vith sour fptorviews with Tronah In thts nbtor,
3
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Mr. Winte :
Tele. Roor-

i‘ransmit [;‘he following Tcletm itmge to: B/UR AL Mr. Hollo::

JOSEPT LASH, UN, REBUAIRTEL TO ¥Y, 6/9/5L. FRANK M.

| BEGLEY, DIRECTOR, BUITDING MAVAGEVENT SERVICIS, LN,

TZ", ;:z'@'ffT LADVISED THAT LASH IS WOT A UK ""“"?LO-.....‘ s

BUT IS AV LCCREDITED CORRESPONDENT FOR THE "y >CSPY
D0 TEE U¥. NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION rei¥iG C

BY THIS OFFICE. RUC.
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cted at the ofilice ol the ration and Na ization Service )

on enother matter woluntarily furnished the following jnformations ’ ¢

. ) ., ] Ci
JOSEFH EASH ise .eurrently employed as a press agent for the UN. _‘
~H,felt A Sormation should be brought to the attention of the  pys
eau in the event it was not already known because of LASH's background. Df
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