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� with reference to the recent newspaper ucozmnents to
the effect that Lash has obtained a position with the Office
of Civilian Defense a file review refl t -, ec s a comprehensive
memorandum which indicates that he was affiliated with the
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encan Student Union and the American Youth Congress. . &#39;

A In accordance with your instructions no investigation
is being instituted at this time but this matte willr be brou

to your attention at the end of fifteen days for your further
consideration.
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~ A review of the Bureau&#39;s files re�ects that on -me-~ &#39; � �
November 25, 1911.1, a summary memorandu.n*reflecting all
pertinent information concerning the abowweaptioned subject ,
was made available to arr. Rhea Whitley, of the Office of Naval
Intelligence, for his assistance, as E.-Zr. Lash at that time was
being investigated as a result of his application for a commission
in the Naval Reserve. ~

In connection with recent newspaper publicity to the effect
that Jr. Lash was employed by the Federal Government, arrangements
were made with Er. R. R. Roach, of the Bureau, to determine from the
Office of Naval Intelligence whether -any investigation had been made
by that Agency. Mr. Roach has advised me that the inquiry conducted
by the Office of Naval Intelligence �consists of one large report and

_- that most of the material contained therein is a restatement of the
information appearing in the Bureau&#39;s summary memorandum, together
with frequent references made concerning Lash in the various Dies

&#39; I

Committee reports on un-American propaganda activities. As only one
copy of the report was prepared, Hr. Roach stated it would be ,
impossible to have another one made. On January 20, 19142, however,� &#39;
he did obtain pa synopsis of this report, the original of which is
attached hereto for inclusion in the Bureau file. L
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{Q0¬,.¢§&iHE:¬There is also attached a news item appearing V,
Washington Daily News for January 22, 19112, advising f £�|§1g;_Rsu  1*:-.�ES?iG~92�6>T
questioned by the Dies Committee on the night of Jan 21," 19112,
this having been  by Hrs. Roosevelt in an effo Q to hav§&#39;E,B 5 1942 .
1a-. Lash obtain a commission in the Navy&#39;s intelligenc service. &#39;
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or Chairman Martin Dies �!..
Tex.! and had a two-hour oonierenoe

Thepurposeol
- isaaid warthe conference, it __ , was -
�ranzeforMr.Lashtoappearheforethe

eommittee and oorrect his record there.
in order to facilitate his getting a um

i 1 V .1

&#39;om"eoua nncmram _-" " &#39;_

5&#39;

L.4

e �American
�tdpes not --

Q _&#39;Afier&#39; a postponement yesterday aIt~
$1-moon. Chairman Dies had Mr. Lash
{appear uh-exfore the committee around
&#39; - e s . A g
�Yiwhether tiieresult will he a white-
, hing o!_ his �pmwj record has -not

The Oii&#39;iee~_ol Naval Intelligence is
{�le Navy&#39;s highly confidential counter-espionageservice. -V -  " "

was a. Communist Party member; After =
�the Btaiin-Hitler pact he Slillt with
theComm|mistieadershiph1the~Axner-
ican Student Union, oi which he was

-exeeutiveseeretary. &#39;
-. 0nOct.9.l939,01iverKennethGo!!.
an ex-Communist, told the Dies Oom-�
mitteeheknewMr.lnshtnbeaOom-

.munist. He said the �latter attended
the eighth convention of the Young"
Communist League in New York City
as a member-at-large.  ~

.~AR&#39;l�I�LBlNEXI!lBl&#39;l�S. < 3
Dies Committee exhibits

~artieleMr.lashwrotein

_ Mr. Lash has always denied he ever

onlhiy; w. Lash wrote in use en?
,_ cleurgingtiieuseoiiabormiion-�
T]-H {or �-�achieving a  sh-uuie

toapitaiismnsawi1ole."- v ,1
Between Jan. 11� and Mn! 28. 1938. t
= e Communist Daily Worker reported
3 activities on at least 12 ooeasions.
§< 1 Browder citedhis leadership in

ie American League Against War and�
V ism, tanning him a Socialist. Bot

o coo:-ding to his own testimony before
__ e Dies �Committee, during a tormer
». ppearanee unarraxmed by
iielt, resigned from the

Partyin 1937 because it was

..  &#39; 1�8i1¢¢.=1$._  -1 i _  4       -
 gr Q55 �has beg; trying to-iget �r; Lash a-commission om their
Navy&#39;s _inteliig&#39;enee se_rviee._f_-He is a trequentwhgte H<>11§e;:11e$t.-

- So £ar,&#39;the Navy has turned him downs The Q1es_Comm1ttee;h�s =3
long record __af£iliation_ with and ieadersinp o£_aiiegediy§ C0 -
munist and pac1fist,_orgamzat1ons.;~ .- .1}; Q  -&#39;  ;;1_-"
The story. �as it leaked from..the eommittee, was that Mrs. Rooseveitj

�suburdinating the interest of the peo-
ple as a whole in the interests at
{sauna �considerations --within the

I-Ie was.eo-author oi a book called
�War Our Heritage.� The book.advertised in the communist Interif:
tional oi November, 1936, dealt
"the deep-seated antigwar sentim t3:1 activity in the universities -&#39;

� I 0 0.� &#39; V� . �:1  �- 1 4.- &#39;
��omeyeaz-sa&#39;goMr.1-ashtookthe

�Orion! oath." promising not to~sup&#39;-
port the United Statesin any war. -
A But-now,-apparently. he wants 1
uniform-an oI!icer&#39;s uniform.  � »
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Q not only 1.-ir. Lash but, by implication, the general position of the committee.

O ,P, Lash, general secretary or the United states committee of n-iternational _-.0;
, _ service, are aimatter oi� deep concern to this ccnmittee. �these statements involve it  pg
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*~1�he statements which have appeared in recent months and we¢e  i§r.&#39;__J0sB

&#39;» ~-&#39;.

_ &#39;;,__1§
the International Student Service, founded in 1920, embarked on itspresent   =

program two years ago. the purpose of this program has been to acquaint students, � &#39;
through free discussion, with the traditions and needs of democratic society and _ *
thereby to strengthen their devotion to our governmental system. In November; 1940,
1&#39;-,r. Lash was elected to be general secretary. At the time oi� his election the &#39;

. - . _-,__

l members of the executive committee were aware of his former political affiliations�.
they also knew that he had separated from his former associates because he had -become
convinced that their beliefs were not compatible with the preservation of thagxneric &#39;-. A:

_&#39;~ LL:
- e

0
~ _,. � ._

way of life.

whole-_-heartedly to the traditions and beliefs of our democratic society. s Our sucée

. . :_,_.-
In our association with Lir. Lash we have every reason to know that he subscr ea

1 _&#39;_&#39;.v_;"..

. -&#39;5 to
with a large number oi� students has been in great measure owing to their confidence

A-92

him. We consider the attacks on 13. Lash not only unjust to him but detrimental to
. the movement which he servte. &#39; -p    / , "A ,    _. 0-6 0 _,_/Dr. Alvin Johnson, Chaimun . JOS8phVKr921ge  / il_.-.

"Mrs; Henry Qoddard Leech Dr. 121:: Le �£5?-Rx? 835 " �92V�_§m_"*
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-&#39; 0~ »c__,92_92of _the,,l?residential Office ., __ It is presmzi that this person /

.&#39; 3. referred ca l�s�foeeph 2.    _s  -. i__ ..{ ff,  g  9 /6.� /
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IEEORAHDUILFOB QB. HEW &#39;
- &#39; &#39; Urnlnuo

"an JOSEPH? use * _"__-&#39;;- --
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Thexwashington Poi: for Thursday, February 12, 1942

carried an -article entitled Fair Enough" by Westbrook*Pegler,*
carrying the su&#39;bhead,x"Mrs. B.o_osevel_t_&#39;_s__1=!_riv:ate_Life". .This �article was a direct attack upon Mrs. Roosevelt, flthé wife of
the President and accused her of meddling in The -xlelspaper t >:&#39;_Z�.
Guild, which Pegler stated was a Communist organ zatio�l "5&#39; _/,_f_

He then stated that Mrs. Roosevelt, in
her office as wife of the President had forfeited the respect
people are accustomed to giving one of her position and in &#39;_s_o " &#39;_
doing she had left herself open for the same criticism -he would,

,4".give any other private citizen. _ 1� &#39;___

commerciali

He further stated Mrs. Roosevelt had been placing�
her personal friends in Government employ for some time and
that the Dies Committee had commented concerning this but .
had to speak softly less Mrs. Roosevelt exert her influence
to have its, appropriation discontinued. . &#39;

He then commented upon the fact that Mrs. Roosevelt
had named one actor, one dancer, and-one secretary from her
private payroll, to paid positions in the Office of Civilian
Defense. Be also accused her of appointing one unnamed youth,
who was fomerly associated in the Communist front. This
person was formerly married to "a young campus cutie who had
been infected with the Moscow principles" and who celebrated
her marriage with a piece in a Muscovitepaper entitled, "DU

�Father Was a Liar", He was also stated to "&#39;b&#39;e� on Mrs. Roosevelt�
private payroll of monies derived from her commercialization

.¢hvh �er-~~
In Ki -V
In IIQOI &#39;

an. hcw________
In XQ &#39; .

In Ionian &#39; .
an :_

Toto. loan &#39; �
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/*A clipping of this article is being at   d d ;�� N1 �~._- E; 92 .�I » H 2 memorandum for "our 1nf0nueti0n&#39; _ � L  mvssmm 0 G � "
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8&#39;5 Mr. &#39;l&#39;o1&#39;:on________&#39;_
Mr. 22.5. Turin»...

-  �Mr. Clz;gg__________
CT¬i"{n"* � *4}  92 _

&#39; I� 92~¢�,/LUIS LM15 ;&#39;f
Mr. 192�ichols_______.

Mr. Rosen_________,,
7 Mr. Trnéy &#39;

Mr. Carson

Mr. CoHe1-&#39;___,_,~-

Mr. Hon<ion_________

Air. !iol1c>man______

Mr. McGuirc______.

51:. Quinn Tamra�

Mr. Harho________,

Tole. R-r>om________

�vi N

,_

me?-éezkwevm "ts-~~�~~e  Q92 .
*% �-. ,___ &#39; - 4&#39;

lixuteh stem aepmmmt of zmme
�.92?»?¢  - 0:1� 1 � maslymgtnn, 13. E.

y  ___._.,_. . &#39;.>-~- , .

DML:WGR May 18, 1942
Call: 4:35 P.I".i.
Transcribed: 5:00 P.h¬. �

I.I

. r-znmonmmun FOR MR, E, A, Am /1 /
I

; t. ease-_________

Assistant SAG� Dre on of the New York Office telephonicailyiiss Beahm_______&#39;_gdyised that as been in New York, and he adViS¢�Miss Gandy  ;
Qgyton a received information to the effect that
Ihiféif�oosevelt had thrown a party for Josegh P.OLesh at the time
.he�Tnas to enter the Army. The party was apparently held in New  I ,-�}~&#39;~j
York City and Mrs. Roosevelt re rtedly supplied an orchestra &#39;which cost her $2,500. �lid not recall the name of the
orchestrahbut he though the name was Meyer  phonetic!. He further
advised_�"_§_�7�j*.�**3J3i:a , on that 11 h <1 &#39;tte " =.;_...,§_W_ e a wrl n the orchestra leader, anu the
latter had rep ed that he had been paid $2 �=0told  that when he returned  et
the name of this orchestra leader and furnish e name

_ advisedltir are {tn that he <1» . &#39;y" ha given this
information to Westbrook Pegler, and Pegler is going to make a "blast"
of it and suggest that the $2,500 could have been spent by buying
defense bonds rather than by throwing a party for a young Communist.
about ready to enter the armed services.

. _ .

C,

1.
0 �1l11"j » .Elrgslrayton stated, in response to my inquiry, that so fa: he ~

has been unable to find any orchestra leader by the name of Meyer :j.n_,,_
New York with the exoe tion of some of Meyer Davis&#39;s orch- stras if�-%:&#39;§,v&#39;ton stated that has returned to� he,%E§&#39;a;-rt-on, will call hm and ascertain the name of th1é__or:;_hestra=&#39;leac1er
and then attempt to find where this party was held.  will19 advise the Bureau of ell information he receives regarding this matter.

Respectfully, _ _

.92.2 9292__92 !
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~ l¥IlK=&#39;III , _ _ _ _ Mr. Clegg ��"�"f~� &#39; � Mr.G_l|vio_______
l6r.&#39;LAd<l._______~

-R"; Iaiteh�tatzniegartaaeutnflnitine - �"NM°"_-"""f&#39;
  > V 4 U92&#39;.~B0leo________
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_ Sahara! Sm-earn at inoentigatim "
.~» &#39; 92&#39;92.,.°, a ,

Ir. Soil-oamo_�__j_&#39;_�_&#39;. 92   _6:m Ea�,-� is �A  . � � Hnie�nire ~
$1 &#39;-  ~a=90r.a.I� &#39; V ,, -   ""a""""""-J"-""

,,,; 1 H e ummaumtm-roam. 2. 4.. .111�-Q=*""�"=*"-;
Ur. Barbo_______;_
Teiedioom �

_- _ 4 ." . &#39; Ilu�eue
_ � v � Miss Beabm ,_ *t

, Reference is made to ow morandum to you dated Mia Gmdy_____;,
May 3.9, 1942,_concerni.ng a call I oeived  Acting SAC »

� Drayton ofthe�ewiork�f » &#39;  he uivisedof A I
. � " 1 conversation he had with ho informed that Hrs. Roosevelt had thrown ~a -y» o oseph P. Lash prior to
L - the time has was to enter the Army, at which party Hrs. Roosevelt

had reportedly supplied an orchestra which cost her $2,500." L

" am: .1osm:r.9msa-j . s _ e �

Mr. Dreyton tele h informed me on the afternoonof Hay 19, 1942, that  s now informed him that the
orchestra. at this party was &#39;e eyer Davis Society Orchestra and
that the party was held at the Lafayette Hotel on Apri_l 25, 1942.

Respectfully

n. u. 1&#39;.-add

.;.n:-mow CONWNED 1
�Haw: .,§;.&#39;;;=ssm:=.o -v-:2" it�§§1glL:?iLB� s &#39;

&#39; �mm x mum &#39;1" 9°�,;},��
exam i ~ 55
 �l&#39;IIJ3-J 53, &#39; � . �

Qpqéqjzoo  0" &#39;*&#39;---.-an?-2"-&#39;*~""�

v bv�i"&#39;+$__»�:i ii;
>1" jg 3 ,;~;  "  ~

1 MAY21. 1942 - A.nos  L _ .~  -~ . _. . __ I  -:�.�@if;E-5%  my .2 7
cuts:
e mics »

.  BUY §<£:-;w=.;s~==*""*�
92 < Illa�.



.,_

§<

� .

.3,»

."F:~ ~t; _
&#39;..

L1
4
§

A

l

92
l

92
92

�~*-..~¬--if-~-, -.;» - &#39;

Page s! withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following &#39;
" h &#39;a&#39; &#39; er die� . » »statements, w ere in icated, explain is e tron

. ~ r

C1 Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material e 1
g available for release to you.
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E] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your
TEQUESI.

Ci Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Q Documents originated with another Government agency ies!. These documents were referred�
to that agency ies! for review and direct response to you.

with the other agency ies!.

E] For your information:

Page s! withheld for the following reason s!

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency ies!. You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation

Q The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
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Tolson ______,_.

Clegg_ � ��"i�
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Ladd

Nichol I
Rosen - -._�__-1

Tracy_ ________;_ _,

Cerson_
Coifey ________
Hendon
Kramer
McGui re __&#39;______
Herbo___&#39;___
Quinn Tamm__&#39;__

- Mr . Nesse_________~____
On April 4, 194:, llajor Calvert of om te1ephoniea1Lv

~_ requested information on a reported conference of the American You
Miss Bee  &#39;

1...  G i;-- Megan which was reportedly held in the District of Qolunhia some �g!�-Sm:  ,
» in 1938 or 1939. Be stated that at this time it was his understand ng v

that Joseph lash was the Executive Secretary of this organisation and that
-. he had attempted to quarter representatives of the American Youth Congress

at Fort Meyer, Virginia. 3e also indicated that it was hie understanding"
that lire. Roosevelt had intercedod on behalf of Hr. Lash. -

»

The writer informed hin that our files fail to reflect any
definite information with reference to the ahopre matter, but that apparent]; V
Hr. Lash was personally acquainted with Mrs. Roosevelt. He ea informed pthat as search would he made of the files with reference to the%;merican L
Youth Op order to determine any additional informatie 92Te&#39;"ihay have.
Supervise subsequently searched the files and in the absence of Major
additional information.

b1�- Oalvert, to op onically advised Captain Osgood that our files contained no

Major Calvert advised that General Strong had requested the above "
» information. _
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more, Adams and Pratt have been instrumental in furthering agitation for the
Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico.
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f _&#39;; �~ i  letters!-Sureaunf  _
� �niteh States Department nf Justin &#39;

» manna: .< " &#39; - .
5,793 ER New Ierk 7, New Icrk � J

. &#39; C*:i:&#39;.:-.

&#39; 5" Be: some P. -"-*

A " &#39; Ibis is to advise that cnilovdber 13, 1916, thie� office c¬ived°

geneenivieicn, Seecndserviee�zand, U. . Arlyenthe abo92eind1vidua1,@
in was turner]; eaeutive secretary of � rnatiena1_8tude1rts&#39; Service ,
aazlnetienallyhnlnaseleaderotthe acvenntinthe�nitedstatee,
and who publish admitted Oenmxxist beliefs prior to 1939, althcugh claiming;
to have became mti-Gwnmiiet sub � at te that tile He is spparentihr a �

~ ing Center, mm Beach, Haida, as a pram under ass 32326519; amt in -

was stated that, based on a careful investigatieeby agencies of the Ier �£2�-

et� Far Department regulstiene; that he tee  at the
center; and that he received telegram and letters n-an llre.�Roo�eeve1t�5>th

. A  " F AOQQTIO .1

._ The £1188 furnished by 01¢ GOB_8�5l!l15 ll89_ re�ected 5- �
191:2, IJSH Ias assigned to -Patterson, 1"ie1:d,~ 1CI�.6i&#39;..i1-§.o-that-ae ng to a

, - °I#%9FI?I~=.&:"as  L» * . . &#39;*�&#39;�i�»��"&#39;i*=f=;~&#39;*.&#39;~ &#39;}_{�}"!~:c.:;&#39; »  YT &#39;.-&#39;.1v:&#39;.:=&#39;§T?.7T.&#39;,Z�- PY_v_  J =- - ,1 9 1.1:; _G���¬-_.-§i~v§-- _
� &#39; . f &#39; * � - � "I:-.Elf&#39;:"b:>�.... ¢&#39;

mreeta, FBI &#39; � &#39; � 7 0 &#39;1:--~_t �f � 4% " __  &#39; »Y¢-=*l-"*&#39;-"4.3-
� &#39; w&ss1¥®  ...w, er &#39; =�

. i ar Sir: mm! 3;�, _ � seem-my latter -c _ &#39;   e4 U � II�?! _92. _  .
tn  �u 601. 8. V. vbmetent, Direetar Security Intelli-

a letter dated liq 10, 19145, traa the Adjutant General�! office st Iaahingten,
11.6., to the Celnanding General, Arnw Service Ferces, Iashingtm, -13.6., it

l st um-. esater and at other

j_f;_&#39;92_&#39;4-zn;-!» ....�.&#39;l&#39;..

Te:-.1:-r:

,.

....-.

.&#39;.~&#39;s{:Bu-soul friend er H10 tr  1s¢.  .. W ___,_, _ ,. . :3...� »I �ii j- � 1~ &#39; The tlmabove antionedtilesre�ect _ IASHIe.s inducted
the mneea sw.» -nw by mu Board 19, st 250 Eighth Avenue, �ew m-u ciw,
an April 29, 19u2; um on approximately xv 7, 49142, 1» arrived st the smn
Technical School Squadron, Training Squadron S5, Air Corps B-eplseemnt �bein-

� . "--*9.

V u¬._<:3
2�, ,_»<¢ln.

Department, IASH was restricted to non-sensitive duties under theprovisiens

Y  �_-

uumm rams dispatch Ieshingten, texieved 9.!ted.4w~;Q,~!;9k ,;
V3
Ex Secretary cf War JOHN $0010! 1&#39;BV6l].8dl$0"l5&#39;-B01l8_OVm-1-1$II&#39;¥ Aft _ V Sub- _ -L

Oullittee that TASK serve in the 8euth�Paei£ie as aeeather�epee &#39; and

~ � - aleo-ehateaa-1yin19h5hseasp1etedhie ta-ainingandiaeeunissi

¢§L�&#39;»61� tiutehing the com-ee he applied for officer candidate seheel and

unless  yen objections other than those arising Iruhie� edvi�l.ien�ac&#39;tivities;&#39; tiist accordingly IASH wee ordered to tin Quartez-meter

&#39;3":-;}&#39;92, -_

Iereeaster between Iv. 1910, and Ievenber, 1_9_hh; that attér psrti e _ am
- -in eighteen operational flightehe was rehn-and te the United States 0

teml an Ann course st Lexington, Virginia,� in the orientation ct �e.
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z"�¬��&#39;51;&#39;°~l* Gtol. Oonstnet"e tiles    July 18, 191:5,  was I
transferred to the Station Oqalinent, Fort Ogletheqae Georgie, in the -deelasn ¢!¢4Qusrtez-meter corps, and arrived at that rotation cm Juiy 27, 19145, ee ,w*9� Second Lieutenant under ASH 01582853-_ At about the tin he II! tranaterrui &#39;&#39;~92 as _  mm» Ippeared in the cMttmo dmd my 19. 191:5. in which V°"&#39;° Ies referred to as President of.-the AN srunnn mm in 1938,

3*;

-l#;_ma.q 19142. . A A
I 001. Constant  me ca Septelber 28, 19b5, use no die-

chhssbeene:poeedaeCanmniet!ra:tbytheteetiaonyo£IASH1d.n-eel! before the Special caunlttee on  in luxury 21, A -:

charged iron the Arw in accordance with demobilization procedure and that
he reverted to on inactive status on October 2, 19145. IASH&#39;S lest address
was shown ea 2145 Iest 11 Street, llcrtork�ity.  stated that  _
it is believed that additional infoneation and reports regarding LA5H&#39;S
activities before January 1, 1916, are contained in the tiles of the Ia-
Departnnt.� !bQ _

_ The taro tiles have been returned to Col. Constant in accordance _
Iith his request, after having been reviemd by this office. �

Although LASH has not been the subject of an investigation in the "
New York office  however, there are numerous references, mostly newspaper -&#39;
clippings, on rile on him in this office!, and there "is nothingin the V
above-mentioned tiles to warrant an investigation of him at the present A &#39; *
tin, the into:-nation is being forwarded to the Bureau only for
ml purposes, in View of IASH&#39;S pest prominence in the public preee._ I
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statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

E] Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
. available for release to you.
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M Documents originated with another Government agency ies!. These documents were referred
to that agency ies! for review and direct response to you.
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A review of the records of this Bureau failed_to,
disclose that any investigation has been conducted by the FBI
vpertinent to your inquiry. But it has revealed that Joseph
P. Lash was at one time associated with the American Student
Union. The American Student Union was established at Columbus,
Ohio on December_28, and December 29, 1935. It is an amalga-
mation of two groups: The Student League for Industrial
Democracy which was founded in 1905 as the Intercollegiate
Socialist Societies and the National,Students League which was
founded in 1932. In attendance at this convention were L27 ~
delegates of which 362 had voting previleges. It was reported
that campus clubs and liberal groups sent 116 delegates while
the Connunist themselves sent lhl delegates. Among the officers
elected was Joseph P. Lash, National Secretary. The second
annual convention of the American Student Union was held in
Chicano, Illinois on December 28, 1936., The Union,reaffirmed�
its adherence to the so-called Oxford Pledge commonly referred
to as the slackerls oath in which they pledred themselves to
refrain from bearing even in the defense of the United States
against invasion. Among the officers of the American Student
Union elected at this convention was Joseph P. Lash of New
York, Iational Secretary. The official nublication of the
American Student Union was "The Student Advocate" published six
times a year at ll2 East 19th Street, Fqw York City. Among the
officers for 19}? was Joseph °. Lash, Associate Editor. It
appears that Joseph P. Lash tuthored pamphlets such as "The
Meaning of the Oxford Pledge" and "War Our Heritage". he
apparently collaborated with a_James A. Wechsler in the latter
panohlet.- &#39;_ &#39;_ " . 1 . ~ . &#39; §_ _

� &#39; &#39; The American Student Union held its Third Annual
Convention at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York,&#39;on -
December 27, 1937. Among those elected was Joseph P. Lash,
National Secretary. The 1938 officers of the Student Advocate,
the official organ of_the American Student.Union, listed Joseph
P. Lash as an associate editor. .~ 1 , . V" &#39; &#39;
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&#39; _f Joseph P. Lash was elected National Executite Secretary
at the Fourth Annual Convention and the American Student Union
held on December 26,-1938. Apparently at the Fourth_Annual
Convention, Joseph P. Lash made efforts to clarify the position.

., _ &#39;92
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__,§nd exercises have democrated at times. In our effort te~ss£e;�
:J;§¢%§gserd democracy-we believe that the mmbers of the ROTC will 6 -

_»;,,~.�;�

y - ~�~-_ a_

� . < ~

or the American Student Union with reeene to the Reserve
�Officers Training Corps declaring thst.*6nr criticism has een�"
directed, not at the membership of the ROTC-but at the anti-�¢� �: ,

�labor, anti-democratic bias which tn ROTC annals instructors �*

accept their responsibility along with that oi� the whole, campus".  A
Joseph ?. Lash.hae been described as the former Hationsl Secretary a "
of the Student League for industrial Democracy and a menber~ot to f
National Student Strike Committee; He has also been described as - ug
a member of the administretive_Committee or the American Youth � .-
Congress and as a member of t Board of Directors of the émerican _;§
League for Industrial D6N¢ra¢ye t�e reportedly authored a _ � ,{�
publication entitled "foulr� Q �Close Shop� On the Campus". _ fl T
Reportedly too, he was a member of the Advisory Committee of the S�
North American Comnittee to Aid Spanish.Democracy. Be has also 4
been described as a member of the board of Directors of the ,
Publicationventitled "New Frontiers� which was issued by the -
League for �industrial Democracy. �1-&#39; l;,9&#39;_]&#39;.8! _ _ _ ~ �

&#39; . H _ &#39; � . _ &#39; - .- ,

The American Student Union has been cited as a Communist
front by the �pecial Committee on Un~American Activities.

A-revisw-of�the�rccerde�or~ths-�ur8aH��I§EIU!¬�¬HFt�the .v-
_ �Ii

less� 0 . *
�00 - " &#39;

- The American Student Union_was cited as a Communist front .T
by the Special Committee on On-American Activities in its reports or -*
January 3, 1939a at page 80; Jhnuaiz 3, 19b0, at page 9; June 25,
l9h2, at page 1 ; and March 29, 19 , at page 159. ¢t has also 9 .
been cited by the California Committee on Un-American Activities A 1.
in its report of 19h3; at page llS, by the Massachusetts<3bu@§bgg@m1gg,
on Un-American Activities, in its report of 1938, at pages Y7 and ; rt
539, and by the Rapp-Coudert Committee_in its report_of December 1,
l9h1| at pages lb and 107, and by the bpecial Sub-Committee of &#39;1
the House Committee on Appropriations in its report of Kpril 21, �»~�_
19h}, at page 3, the aforementioned North American Committee to aid J
Spanish Democracy has also been cited as a Communist front by the
Special Comittee on Un-American Activities in its reports of �
January 3, l9hO, at page 9; and March 29, l9hh, at page 1&6, It
has likewise been cited by the California Committee on Un-American
Activities in its report of l9h8, at page 310; and by the Massachusetts
House Committee on Un-American Activities in its report of 1938,.
st pages 395, 562 and S63. A2§urther review of the records of this_

uh e ,_w_,�,-g-
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Bureeulindioated that Joseph Lash, the Rational Secretary oi� the _ _
American $tudents Union, testified before the House �omittee on
Us-American Activities, on December 1, 1939,, - =  -  1&#39; &#39; �1-71:9?-160! � L &#39; »  to  &#39;

= t The �Daily l~!irror" in Sou York 9i_ty for February 13, 1915
carried a&#39;n�e.rtie1e indicating that Hrs. Joseph ?. Lash was the
former Gertrude Renae}. or Gemaay, who was once married to. Elliott
D. Pratt, allegedly, she has been affiliated with liberal it not
loft wing� persons and organizations. A
 ioo-953w-5:! . , ~ A

� The a�~ove information is furnished for your confidential
use only, and is not to be distributed outside oiflyour agency.�
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eeeietente or 3. Petere gegulerly on 011 .ln1�o:&#39;eset1oa_A-j._~..�_;;
�that theyouuld gether ea rlelte to the Uhlte �nale";1�rom&#39;convera==.t1ox:e with top g0�!U!B3>¥2$&#39;Q£f1Ol81l that &#39;
they not there, end what deduction: �tioy could draw oz:
government policy from their pez-eon:-1 eonnreetlone
with lire. Roosevelt and with _the_ _.?geel6ent.__" _

r..,"-*~.V_&#39; Y -�-_-_ __I _ 1;.

ovations!� ebom }pqe__er eny.3_o_t__h�er o1t£_e�ea__?_;;�
D. �C;-adobe?" &#39;" Iowerd Ice;-"iiielooll Oot§on_Dobt=e,_-�£56
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- �r. Crauch. Yea, sir;-Er. �ol�ers, �ob-3&1}, ����"
~ _$nd I wera the hares paaple who originally planusa uni

. -bbncatvod the $50: of the Sauthsrn Conference and its
3� realfauooeaa would not have been possible if he had not �-
� &#39;h&d ueeoas to tbs White �ouaa ana Hyde Perk, 1r ha had.,�_-

_/&#39; ��not&#39;be6: able to spend éQweakend at 3y5e�?:rx&#39;ns a guaat
of the Fresl�ent 033 �rs. Roosavelt and oonvinasd them
that this rmpreaanted a worthwhile undsrtazkng, perauads�
Hrs. Roosevelt to ho-a-apzexar and persuadeé the Presiéant

Q_ _ of the ?n£ta� Statas to write a 1et$ar of_5reettngs %o_a;en_
1Q» , �this conference; ua� through his sgquuintnnos ant his &#39;

Foster Farr to a �ntted&#39; , ralationship with �rs. V1rgLniaL
:1 - <&#39; $tatea Supreme Court Juat1oa=aa tbs aacoud featured 7-�

uw§ epeaggr for the qpgning at this Cogfsrence.
-. �r. irans. Zwu ara not suggesting, ci as was

that either the farmar President or the First
cognizant of the cantacts tiers that these $Qmm1
sganus were making?

Er. Crouch. -Quite-the contrary. all or aha yeoyle
except Joe Lash, with whom I did not discuss the matter, I
have diaouased the matter all talé me that the Eresident
an� �rs. Roosevelt in na way suspecteé than or being
fommunists an�, af course, if �hsy had they woul� have
lamadiately hmvs h&d no longar assess to the knl�a Hcu*s,
ani not�ing 1 have said is to lniicata that Justixc Q1i3k
had any xnowla�ga of the CommunLst csnspirucy thn�.u�t�
him at Qauzharn �onfereace for Human welfare and non: xi
my testimony shnuld be ind1c&ta6 as reflecting in any way

� uhntaoawer upon the intagrity or sincerity of twa Halted
States �upremn Court; but hia sister-is-law, �rs. Viv inia
Foster �uvr, ha* full knowiadga or the cansbirutnrial natura
acaor�ing to tbs �atailedvrepnrts that uera gfvan by J smah _.
Galders eftar his return from ccnfereucem with arr.
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