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Hebe:-al Gm-eau nf lnuuhgatmn &#39;

�;92- Hmteh itaten Bepartment of Justin
Hashingtnn, B. C.

K
5;O5 P. H;

MEMORANDUM FOB HP. E.

-us. mmmunom cosrAIIQ_
IERZIE IS uncmssuxm ..-I

� IIILBII October 2?�, 194

A.

01!�92I&#39;!�__.¢-"-"

&#39;1�o1acn______
I3. A. &#39;I�nn.:n_____
clIll_.n_�.,_.
Glnin

Lnld

Nichol:

Rolcn

Tracy
Carson
Coffey

Honda:

Ir. Knmor___i

Hr. lleGuirl_

Hr. Harbo

Ir. Quinn Tlmm__

Tele. Room

Ir. Neale

Ir.
Ir.
Ir.

llr.
Ill.
llr.
Ir.
Ir.

Hr.
Hr.
Hr.

a  Miss Beahm__i__
Ill I I Gndy_____

Miss Collins in the Attorney General &#39;s office telephoned &#39;
1

and advised that the Attorney General wanted to see the
�Bureau�: file on John0Steinbeck tomorrow morning  oct.28th!.

Respectfu ,

D. TALCUP.
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Tulle: l/*" "&#39;>°92�=" cc-23&#39;: .

&#39;. ¢ , . E. A. &#39;I�amm__
. Ichcral �HIESB nf lnutlhgatmn uh" emu�-i
&#39; _ Glcvln &#39;

Q �niteb Stain Bepartmcnt nf Iulticc I-I� 3
_-Y"; lI:....1.:....e...... Q n . r Niel�

TGIFIPUIIBIIJII, To �Q � R."nI

October 30, 19142 . Tracy
7 - Carson

EAT*B-FK In llr. Col&#39;£ey_________
ILH ll

TYP°d 795 PM llr. K:m:
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR - Ilr. llcGuire_5 . �-.._ � � T1 �;_� _ I I ,___,_ V

�K .- "
.-.

nr -s
, , _

- .";"§-.l.�#*.&#39; Re: JO]-DQTEINBECK � AUTHOR" "

&#39; Mr. Hal-ho &#39;

Ir. Quinn Tnmm___

Tele. Room

Hr. Nun

- i ?&#39;.":$1a� e=&#39;s*=1sir-H=- Be-»»=.__
."_,-,.y 7-  giP3,_Sumu§1;m 1-Ifliu Gendy

F� �_ -5.§l �-i &#39; : -Q
&#39; .;| _&#39;

3-.
1- z__:_]
tr. _<;;$

i%_§%§g
* ~:

I]!-. bf-&#39;,&#39;k&#39; .;_
a;-.&#39;1*&#39;-�;§1v..&#39;§92&#39;¢.&#39;-&#39;-~*-&#39;- -.-&#39;-<13-r.
..fT2G;n?§4§_
lg.-_1=.:i, tr»;-_ _;,_,,  ,.- .

J-92 :2.-�i
zaesjqre

vq, ..--

A»

_"" .1
L1,.��__.

""�%&#39;: &#39;1,

r_s�<:_:&#39;.";- ,Yw:&#39;9 . fa, &#39;
1 ti�
¢e§.�»-&#39;

RZ1

.; _ __ &#39; .-
5 .&#39;...-. 1:
�&#39; . "-: -  C
-&#39;3 T&#39; .� .&#39; &#39;5!

W &#39; I�.

k

3 . g �
a� J &#39;

_�....-1.
- =4 .

_~ - w

I-"--n,-92-J
I IKJIIJIKI

BUY
vrlrln
ITATII

nae:

All
STAIIII

WW� -""&#39; " /7.:

In 1-es* 113E te her p�rieus request I telephonicelly
lliss Collins he Attorney General&#39;s office that qe had in ossession
two pamp e which concerned the above-entitled individual f th e
entitled e_;r_s1=>=1cL1e_£tg>p_e;= was written by the 5 ubjec shed_
in 1938 y"the Simon J. Lubin Society of California. e te in this
pamphlet is similar to that contained in his book f1_�_h a ___g_;_[_�_1&#39;_f;-gth" and
concerns the activities of migratory agricultural rk . The other pamphlet,

mcsernaisl���ll " _ __

1"-.¥.»g&#39;._&#39;.

ZIQA
aw�

which was furnished to us in Hay, 1938, is entitled _y te_r__s__1faJ<e Sides" and
contains the opinions of several hundred authors as 0 whether they are for
er against Fiancee I informed Miss Coliim: that the subject uras one oi� the
authors quoted therein and further advised her Iwould make these pamphlets
available to her for whatever purpose she may need them. Miss Collins stated
shew-ould appreciate the use of them very much.

Resp ,

_ A.Tam:n

�igma� 92 92
&#39; esasm� F Oinf/9»�$l3[!&#39;5

&#39;2�-974 15 NOV 3 1942

1: 3

seu0v1s19aZe� ;;t*~.



b
i

i �y Hon. J.Idgar Hoover,

�P   . H� 4&#39; �lest Pain Be&#39; ~_-j.!&#39;lo�rida. ~
- qr� 92 9292/0 �. _ &#39;

.92

&#39; Decusbsr 5,1942 A- s -

&#39; Subject: JUHI EH38 TEIIBEOI

" Chief of F.B.I.Iashington,D.C.&#39; Gompleint:92yropossd -agitation of

_A
!§&#39;

�l,
-r

is

92
. �I. 7 _� _ Q�: _�92.* _ I

P
_-.-,._

F1-¢.
rt -&#39; �

�* I THIS LETTER noes nor zmro A REPLY. - - -  -

Sir:-.

.4.

~ L. 8zeinbeck&#39;s name is
&#39; » German,born in Florida of

- IHO&#39;S IEO in U.8. writing
1 furnishes the information

J

" "&#39; IL-._ _

,_ 7,� -._
.� 92 92
1 _ t n -r:

.4. I " .
¢- _~,.~ .:-&#39; v� &#39;� V ..
i..-

a� L

Jr 1.. � l__r1,._,:mt
._..

w

_  -A-=E~&#39;~¬ to nun
_ Hail address P
 brie

, t no a" &#39;
&#39; &#39; we .&#39;

- _

1 - Under strict enforcement of postal regulations, Steinbeck�: »

-&#39; - rr Is onmr sear ro YOU. . . . . . . . AS IH�i�OHilA&#39;!&#39;IOlI,_ -a l-s
lllllilllilllilillililll�Illli4UIIUUUIIiIIiIIIIiIIUUI. _&#39;

You may have all this information from other sources; but _me__
will explain why I am writing it. During the other World Iar E$?;

j _t _ made reports direct to when they did not -s - 3�?
� Ii@r*. concern local matters, but came to my attention regarding other

sectionsiof the country. I had authority to do this. l- - _ -

�H; {here is Mr; Steinbeckfs &#39; ?~&#39; i -
A l Is he"attempting to get in�ormation concerning government

o&#39;1&3soldiersf &#39;� 5"� l ~� "T .t _~; .7�-�,3 I//4&1,-/49 Q __4/--3
.&#39;Be might dress in uniform and hang around incomp ete ceip

* likep�oca Ratene, trying to get-information as to inadeo�ecy of
" �-st� ��n 1 +nH nnri r921&#39;|":f&#39;i!&#39;fAl&#39;92 I-92&#39;|&#39;fQ &#39;f"l"_92_!i I=1;|EE  96%-naive-_�Il-7:1� 92-Q�--c-_-1-.15,�-vi?-_-__�"p---;-gr �uni-�

s not 0001.11�. &#39;  e I &#39; . -� ._  RECORDED
ab &#39; "W" a- i-_?&#39;,-.�-" _&#39;.92.&#39;92 -,,.�7 92_.4<J,_,-1-Br _ N _ .l_,..__, _- ~&#39; rh4_ 1- *92 gMhespect£ul17

i�gangnese Relocation-
- Oenje¥E_UiITfbrnii & Iest.&#39; --� �-__J

Il�l�lliililUUll$IlOIUIIIIUIIIIOIIII

For some time past I have resented hooks by Steinbeck, for
they portray such unrepresentative pictures of our American lite in

i rural districts. I live near the Everglades farms district and .
nest or the nizrante out there live better than l do,whils they are 1

* here for the picking season. o _ " s 46578� :.  __  - ~

John Ernst Steinbeck. Hie father was 1 g
German parents, according to the story i a;§@
circles, But of course the author? _1f*
about himeel!.;�,f l*&#39; ,=P;-&#39;-:.Q L&#39; e :f*

_ _� _ . &#39; . _ � .t __ .. __

My reason for writing this is that it is rumored that� 1 ~
Steinbeck is now gathering information for s heart-throb about the 2
sad condition of Japanese in Relocation Centers in the Iest. I . 4

" think it would be best for all concerned that he he not permitted
to issue such a story untilafter the war- it ever. ~ ;»,. ;;

Egohs would not be Hermittsd to go through U.S. mails, because of
8 I BCLl1�1�1J.O92.1B in ODBCB-HQ! pelt! H.585. auuuss nan uoau uy use "examples of the immoral life of the U.B. in foreign countries &#39; E%§@

&#39; opnosed to es. I understand his hooks have been translated into §%i;&#39;
German and circulated as " horrible examples," but I cannot prove gtis.

3..-_~  .

-5�

- V - _ 1 V. .. -_ . - *  _
_ 1;� 92"�

_.,--H-;v__*

this

&

__.-.---F

we

. -, ._..-_ _.,,_I_./_ ._i_,____ __H  T �-1&#39;-»-�i

J
i

if ..  ll:F_J_�{: ?_"3f,»�c_r__;�.b =.~ t»g_�m�.I.�  I-gx__.l _ 1
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Subject, ecco:-ding to R11, gradually realised that
Perty end eevered ell connection: with this eleeent

I

1
. . I - _ _� »92 _ - - _- -. ~ _- _- -1. _j&#39;-_._��; - &#39;

&#39; 618.01. STTEIIECK, former eife e!� Iubjeet, told "
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Reference ie aade to Bureau neanrandna to Ben Antonie dated hrch Bl, 1.944, o  .~�.&#39;,.:.
in the above-capticned latter. For the intonation oi� the Ien York City O!&#39;fiee,";if-T=-&#39;
reference nemrandun advieed that an inveetigat ion he conducted by Iilitary .
Intelligence Divieion concerning the above-eaptiomd individual to determine
hie loyalty and auitability to hold a eonieeien in the Arny of the United
Statee, and that intonation had been received by the Bureau indiceting that in  &#39;
view of eubetentiel doubt ea to the loyalty and discretion oi� the eubjeet, I   �
recomendation �III Ida that he ehould hot be eoneidered favorably i&#39;er a 001- *�~�

nieaion intheU.8. _      _
&#39;i&#39;hie in to edviee that on larch lb, 1.944, the aubject, accompanied by hie I1fOf_""�"_
our co1mn;¬|&#39;znmcx,enza1-an Bznomrville, �lexae, via Pan American Clipper en:-one 1�
tron the Re ma Hotel, Brice, D. I. to their reeidence at 380 I. Slat Street,
lea York city. it the tin or their entry, it-Iaraacertained that the eobjeet --T y-f
rel an ene an citizen born at �alinaa, Oalirornia, on February 21, 1902, Q.
that hie rite ea also an Anerican citinen, having been born in Chicago, Illinoia,
October 25, 191 � _It In aleo learned that the anhject ie presently enpleyed .
ae a writer by t Jew York Herald Tribune and that in 1943 he had been on a .3, -&#39;
ai:-nonthe aeeignabht toingland, Africa, ad Sicily an e war correeponduih  .

~ , � &#39; . -- _ &#39; - . "&#39;.-.-: i.� -1�-i &#39;

1

The aubject advieed that on that aeeignleht he had been elightly wounded and that
the pun-pone of hie preeent two-nontha trip to Ienico City had been to regain hie � _&#39;
health before reauning hie work for the above-nentioned neaepeper. ...; *    I "

&#39; , .- " . i:_-. t . &#39; &#39;  -_ :" -
, _ - ,&#39;-� r , - .. _

The above ia being eubnitted for the information oi� the Bureen�end&#39;a �copy or thie .-
letter hae been designated for the interaction oi� the Ian York City Office. Io
further action in thia natter ie preaently contemplated by thie Oftice.j_ _&#39;";-fl.  &#39; &#39; j� . e ,, . .
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.
92 I-ashington, D. C.

�ff Dear Sir:

_ I trust that your agents in San Francisco are watching these

series oi� elticles eith much interest.

Ho doubt you have a rile on this .T_o_h_n__&#39;Steinbeck; one of our foeamast

I Commie inspired writers who had written many stories whose theme was to agira
- up class conciousness. Grapes of lrath etc. t -

The most shocking element here is the fact that Steinbeck is even

given apace on the ban rrancisco, after being denouced by W. 1?. Hearst bad�

.j__/in 38 or 3:9, As you know doubt know, >
eaeted this picture Grapes 1&#39; .

�lL � �-�; of Wrath , seeing the underlying motives. &#39;,
The very same executives on this paper purged this girl for her ccnitm

attack on the Commie themes emmanating from Hollywood.
:
= I wrote a letter to �of the 1-os Angeles Examiner , &#39;
i . _-

J regading this Steinbeck, seeking to hold up the articles. Also asking just?
 F who was responsible for this might about face . ltsseems that this is the only

-.&#39; .&#39;,C,_.:5i�u g

vs i__s==r§+,&#39;1;3==¢ thst is ca:-ring Steinbeclds series. -
�:

Hy�
- oe can Steinbeck have such "easy access to "INSIDE THE IRON CU1i&#39;I�All¬�

when IOU and other LOYAL Americans are forbibben to enter . -I

ban Francisco is a veritable LITTLE MOSCOW to to suns. �- *-

I fully realize that the Examiner came out "finally" for yieéu�v L�?:al Mayo?
F -73&#39;�! Z &#39;1:I1Q!F.&#39;n |/00&#39; O _  "5 _&#39;;
;,92� I-�ob-inson, who ran on an Anti Commie p1a�lTB?m.Tut *tTap2;1&#39;f!ff-T-&#39;13� On?-cred 1;

U gjgicture after Robinson ham: a commanding 1ead.92&#39;92l;�er1§yr§@a�E�i-nqésthat they were;
A 92 , &#39;

.-*&#39; �Robin! ~euse they figured he would 1rin.&#39;!. HOT tecause he was the
H7�

I
w
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mincfjou or the principle: that he etood for-.

When Ii arrived here a year ago , I proceeded to inform Robineon or Frank

Te
Havennex-&#39;e record in Washington, which had been kept very much in the dark

.~

on _the West Coast. Iiith all this information it wae clear sailing to be aura};
L

This BED minority element in San
w

pofler keg. Of oourae I appreciate the fact that I am not telling you any th

that in new. �ii

This Steinbeck running in the Examiner over Adah: dead body, a girl

who was willing to aacrifice her very life for her country agenda vindicate�
today for the fight aha had even within her own rank: on this paper.

I" [�¢,.I exepected �o bring this matter to Iir. 1-1ereat&#39;a attention,
who is residing as you know ,in never-13 1-11115..

I trust that t1.ie information will prove to be helpful to you.

Lkith kindest regards ,

Yours

b�Ic,
Dan

n

-Irancieco is plentyb dangerous , and a veri-F
I
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M he toured the Soviet Union
� &#39;*� merit agency for �cultural

versary. got stomach cramps from
ruins of Stalingrad, was wined and dined in Georgia,�
chanened with American olicialsnnd correspondents, came home and wrote a hook. �.

Now Hr. Steinbeck did see a few

things that may prove intersting to
the average reader. and Robert Capa-
contributes e iew nice  but not ex-

ceptional! shots of life in Russia. There
are impressive descriptions of wartime
clestrur.-iion, oi the shortage of irtiiiciii
limbs, of Soviet ine�iciency and �Snafu.�
Steinbeck give some curious examples
ol  black market activities in Russil.-of
transportation dt�iculties. * of the
sickening hero-worship of the leaders.

The careful reader will be able to

detect _a few other interesting bits of
information: the survival of deep
religious. leeliiftg in the country; the
greater emphasis on gover@ent build-
ing rather than on residential housing
construction; the utter Iack_o£ humor
and the depressing serenity of Moscow,
as contrasted _with the clirngte 01
greater spontaneity as one gets further
away Irom the bureaucratic center.

And yet, one cannot help question-
ing Mr. Steinbeck�: understanding ot
}�-ussin. He went to Moscow as an

and likrei" men, he are_"i1oriest

Q6 the larger issues but �simpl!
report .. . . neither critically nor

avorahly.� But how can he spent
i I life in e_ totalitarian state without
_� onstantly retei-ring to the government

overeating on a collective fnrrn, impected the
�ew back to Moscow, where he

and its agenda? How sure is he that
he got to the "people" and not merely _
to a model farm in the Ukraine and r

to a show-case sanatorium on the H
Black Sea? It Mr. Steinbeck was
merely after the an-so-=£:&#39;s m such�
questions as �Do children go to school 1
in. Russia?!� He could have saved�
himself the trouble of going. He
speaks no Russian, andsll his contact

a [4/J l
92 1 .,

Wig made through oi�cial interpreters. 92 _ L
Steinbeck, �whom the� Russians co &#39; v &#39; ]-- �
sider one oi America�: top fl I; . 92
peas, wined and dined, was taken_ � _o S
a Moscow nightclub and to a Ki &#39; &#39; l{ A

M D

i An/�

cocktail ha�, went to the country hom-___

ander Korneichttk -- and _eoncludes_
that the Russians have plenty -to eat; It - �
he even states that the qua�?! "1
Russian clothhifimprovqd during the
Iew weeks he spent in Russfa.- -

_ m: ATTENDED the celcbr: &#39;~-i of; P 13 1948
the enmn !_ILPti_!&#39;-*3-!�§.8_!"! of Moscow with
I-outs Arngon, the French Stalinist -a.- _�__

writer, amt was impressed by the This is Q all 1splendor of iestivities. Cap: ge * P PP as 11°�
led around Moscow by a spew o 5 =86 H of the
einl lssigned �to facilitate his mov Q NB!� LEADER

ts about the |:.ity�&#39; �in Bed Squ &#39; -

en gee A . .:_;;_ *_*_�i Date A Q]-£8 o

of such Soviet millionaire: 13&#39; Alex-l l
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he had a rnihtia man assigned to him
to make things easy and stop any_un-
pleasantness�; yet throughout the book
Steinbeck never mentioned the MVD.

&#39; Most startling, perhaps, is Steinbeck�s
own attitude toward the Soviet Union.

His book i.s full of what Koestler would

call false equations. When Caps is

stopped from taking pictures at a ld-&#39;

leased tractor plant in Stalingrad,

Steinbeck reminds us that foreigners
may not photograph Oak Ridg= either.
In his mind, �Moscowitis" and �Wash-

ingtonitis" cancel each other out. When

he admits that the collective farm he

was shown put on a big show for him,»

he insists that �any Kansas farmer�
would do the same for his guests. &#39;

Steinbeck wants �peace� and hates

all "curtains," iron or otherwise. He-

does not care about governments, good
or bad. He comes up with a conclusion

that is neither here nor there: �We

knew nothing about the things Ameri-
can papers were howling about �Bus-

sian military preparations, atomic re-

search, siave labor, the political skull-_
duggery of the Krernlin.� And he still
doesn&#39;t. As a m&#39;atter of fact, he is
proud of his ignorance. Even Caps is
led to remark tha"t �Steinbeck is so
goddam innocent that all questions

posed by the curious and hero-wor-

shipping Russian population are" an-
swered by a friendly grunt, This I
do not know!" When he ii asked if
the American people want war with

ussia, he replies: �We don&#39;t know.�
Whether the question concerns W -

92
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, &#39;:
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1
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~�-���.:-&#39;-  Irv�-are "
of American ~"-""1; or U. S. support
of reactionaries and fascists, Steinbeck�:
answer is invariably, �-&#39;1 don&#39;t know . . .&#39;
no one tells us these things.� - &#39;

Under-such cincumstances it is not
surprising that the world-shaking eon-
clusion to Steinbeck�! conducted tour

is that �the Russian people are people,�
�that they are very nice." He adds that

they want �the same things all people

want��good lives, increased oornfort,

security, and peace."- But be does not

tell us if the Russian people&#39;I.re get-
ting any of these. _ pi

&#39; 0 0 &#39; o &#39;~

STEINBECK USED T0 BE known

as a man with a strong social con-
science. The Grapes of W1-ath_ and
Tortilla rm were mu of righteous
moral i�di���tion. about social and
economic injustice. In &#39;I&#39;he__M|oon Is
Down �Steinbeck made ,1 heated _ir_.
somewhat pedestrian attack on totali-,
tarian aggression s.nd&#39;conque&#39;st. Those
were the days when Steinbeclreould
be counted upon to stand up and
his pen in behalf of democracy and
freedom. Even  had he lone to
Spain or Chi.na,_he would surely
h ecomebacktpwriteabook�
0 er to demonstrate that the �Chin

ple want goodliveg und;com£o
that �the Spaniards like peace,�
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. on nae publishn ___~§&#39;in April, 1§h8, by the Viking Press in I I
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John £rneet92<Qeinbect, author, playwright and nar
eorrenpondent, was born at Snlinas, Cclijbrnid, an Ibbruarg 2?}

&#39; &#39; &#39; 918 and was. 4|1903.] He graduated fron Sdlinae 3-agh oC�il01 in 1
_r stum-it nt Stanford irniuernitg for five genre but did not
_.F graduate. Ie married Carol Banning in 1980 and nan divorced
§ {ran her in March, 194.9. Ks married Gwyn �nger on larch 29,
" "&#39;1" --I ="-&#39;-� .5�--H -- "-ember 28, 1955&#39;. H: Ase bee: the�- .|.-iii� URI! IA!-lnlni VUUI uni U5�

2� euthor of 0 nanber of beaks and was nmrded the I-�uliiesr prize
d3 in 1340. Anong the beets for which he is �net note are

�tortilla Plat, " 1335; &#39;0] lice And ran, " 193?; "Grapen Of
Ircth,"&#39; 1939; "The Mean In Benn,� 1943; �Cannery 500," 1945; A
"Ike :0»:-ard Rue " 194?; and "A Russian Journal,� 1948. He 4&#39;

ls; ea lo .3: as e mr correspondent and as n writer forsane a p y

92921gn¢&#39;;.&#39;¢n fork .-�Jerald i"ribune"Guring 1943, 1944, 134?, and 194g!
&#39; I an or nisatSteinbeck me rice President af lorld rides, no., gel

T k .�&#39;-Late n_n Qnennbnr 18- 134&#39;? fgr the :2-grpgkm:

I

John Steinbeej. However, under date of Hay 11, 1942, Attarne,
General Biddle fern:-dad to the Bureau a letter receiued by

- bin from Steinbeck which ntated in part "30 yon suppose gal F
could use Edgar�: boys to stop stepping on ng heels? fhey �

! think I In an enemy nlien. It�: getting tiresene." After *
I pleating the Bureau files the Attorney Qenerul we osuiaed
� that Jteinbece was not being and never had been in::entigot_;d,*

5 �00-100224-1! A .  . ._

&#39; .1�r�:I.24rI"r B1 4;.-2: A  ~

I £,.._�"_ Steinbeci we investigated by G-i during 194�? in _e-_&#39;
I ""*"&#39; i hi s itcbilit ts held I cenniseien in the I._.3¢ é�m____�_j detern ne s a y _

3:3-� Arnp. After investigation the chief, Ceuntef Intelli,en.oe A.

:::"__. I1&#39;In¢77�-8, reeennsnded §efc:J|e>0bte5s2=e;;�?:iZ:r__ed Jbesnfif

1-=_|_.
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sf preparing r-ans &#39;7he&#39;s ;-rho In .ine:-ice," 13.58-.2

;100-166188-2 160-340922-lll, p. 1, 5
t J3! ma� 92�.!I-ASS!!!-ED at &#39; - - .
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a commission. Investigation developed that 8teimbect&#39;e jhrner
wife, carol, had registered as a communist in Santa Clara Coast!,
iclifcreic, e: Hccc=cer 8, 1935, cat registered cc : £e:ccr=t 1
in 1939. l�tordlng to Caro], she registered as e colmuniet to
see shot would haypen and to see shat the reaction Ioula be
in a small town, but regh�ed this move because it ref�eoted
enfaeorobly on her husband. She and others edoieea tht
Steinbect_uas a registered democrat and probably fbvored theIce Deal but he had never been o Uomeunist.�@Q@g�

this investigation also revealed that Steinbeck
ccntriccted crticlee to the Ecceecer 9, 1235, cod April 2, £938,
issues of "Pacific Ieekly,&#39; cited as a comeuniet publication by
the Calijbrcia Committee on Uh-American Activities. He also
subscribed to the !Daily People�: r16," meet coast Connueiet

newspaper, as sf September 1939. &#39;é L92? 9;, ;_;,.,,.J
Jeeociatee and friende of Steinbeck advised 6-8 that

he was honest, loyal, potriotiq,anc an excellent and sincere
writer. They stated that although he exercised poor discretion
daring his early cog: of critic; cg cceccicticg cith :c:c
elements of the Communist Party, he was not interested in
advancing the cause of the Party but in gathering material
for his sritinpe on certain social conditions existing in the
United States at that time. They reported that he wrote oarioue&#39;l;
articles mhich were published by Communist Ofgdnilatione beca»se�II
the economic vices expressed mere considered radical. However,
he rejected Coanunietic political and economical theories
repeatedly and aiecarded his association with that eleaent

Inn it Hanan; an en-nee-Q {L114 bin nelali-Inn nan Lain nnnel 1:5.-vg cw -wv"-.-Q _r-�T.-.-,.., --.-i n-u r wrap,» -.-- - 1"? --� &#39;
� esfurther intereet�of the Party.  or-2; zoo-.zcc1aa-2! Fl�, pp,» rj

§!FIl¢{_4Z_IQ!-1&#39;e!I9c§P¥£§F§,{§eTl1?9!�! &#39;;QFL&% J�ZZ41&#39;l0l§ -� .

During 1936, Steinbeck granted the Since J. Labia
society of California, lnc., poreiseion to republish his
pamphlet entitled "Their Blood Is strong," a story of the
migratory airicultural workers in California,uhich mas � ,
originally pabliehea 2: 19356 Acccraicg to the 9a1iPcrnic
Committee on Uh-Aaerican Activities, the Simon J. Latin f
Society, Inc., was a Communist front for California agrarian
penetratioe, organized in the Ihll of 1936 by Unit 104 of the
fvofeeeional Section of the Communist Party. �1-?559-2-999!
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In epprozinatelp 1988, the �onnittee to lid lgriaalterll
Iortero was organized under 8teinbeet&#39;o leadership. Steinbeck
also eerved no chairnan cf this orgaaieation which lee been
rqferred to es the Jehn steinheek Committee to Aid lgricnltural
Iorters. lccording to one ooaroe of entnoen reliability, thin
connittee was organized after Steinbeck had enpooed the eituetion
of the nigrant farmers and &#39;0tieo&#39; in hie booro. Thin source
etated there was nothing political in the wort cf the oonnittee,
the purpose being to gather_fbod and clothing Jwr those in need.
Another oouroe indicated that the oonnittee fnrnished�financial
aseiotance to the United cannery, Agricultural, lacking and
Allied Iorkero of�Jneriaa. lbw, of the oupportere of thio c
orgaoieation nere known to be Connuniet Party nenbero er
people who had been active in behalf of Cannaniet united

organizations. the Anericeo Legion Radical Reeearoh
dc ea this aonnittee es a �very Bed outfit.�

was 1e,.elee nenior of the coneittee; �
- ; 100733931?-1; l00-6683-8, pi 104; _

I6: 57° 18! A &#39;

John Steinbeck pas one of the epaneoro and dtllg�ttl
to the Iestern lritere Congreee  declarea to be a eubeidiary of
the American iritere Congress, cited by the H63!! conference
held in San Irancieco, California, on Iooenber 13 and 14, 1936. I
 pies connittee hearing, folane 55 fbge 1996! e wi W

Steinbeck was ectioe in the League of.loeriaan
Iritere  cited by the Attorney Qener�lj during l93B-1940,
serving that organization ae one of the uicc preeidente in
1339 and as one of the board of directoro of the Oblifornie
League of American friters in 1940. He also jirniehed that
orpanieation with o etatenent for publication in a bootlet&#39;
published during Hay, 1938, and oigned an open letter to all
Senatore and nenbero of the Hbuoe of Representatives during
1939. �1-W59-serexz; zoo-93:2-a, 16,- oz-res:-zaano;
61-?56l�2-8?! _ c

Bteinbeck nae along thooe nho oigned an open letter
to the Governnent and lwople Q! the United Staten oponoored by
the eaehington committee to Lift the Spanish lmbargo  cited no
a Coneuniot front by the California Cannittee on Jhwlnerican
lctivitieej on January 31, l939.  �Ice fork finee;&#39; 121-23278-
ecvxzz, p. 1506! -
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