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PURPOSE: To provide results of a conference which was held on
12/17/79, at FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ), relative to the immediate
directlon of captloned project. '

RECOMMENDATION: None. For information.
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DETAILS: On 12/17/79, a conference was held at FBIHQ between iSc
ASAC ] Newark; SA| | Newark;
SSRA | Hauppauge Re31dent Agency; Essistant Sectlon Chief

Unit Chief| |and Supervisor
Criminal Investigative Division, FBIHQ. Thefﬁfii::>
purpose of the meeting was to discuss the immediate thrust of the
operation, more particularly, the activities to take place during
. the week of 1/7/80. It was declded that the following people
... would be contacted during this week utillzing various scenarios
i i.e. political asylum for the Arab principal of this project, and
s mob protection of businesses concerned with casino gambling.
Meetings will take place with U.-S. Senator Harrison Williams;
U. 8. Congressman John Murphy; U. S. Congressman John P. Murtha;
U. 8. Congressman Peter W. Rodino; Phlladelphla Attorney Howard
Criden; New Jersey State Senator Joseph Maressa; New Jersey State
Senator William Musto; Hoboken, New.Jersey, Mayor Steven Caplello,
Anthony Deluca and Frank J. B0501a both of Ng w Je S €Y o
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PURPOSE: To gain approval for the expenditure of $75,000 for
this operation for the purpose of a bribe to U. S. Congressmen
Richard Kelly, Republican, Holiday, Florida, and John P. Murtha,
Democrat;::; Johnstown, Pennsylvania.

SYNOPSIS: Abscam is . a solely Bureau funded,| controlled
undercover operation targeted against major political corrupters,
swindlers, and property thieves. During the| course of this
operation, Abscam has developed prosecutable| cases against the

mayor of Camden, New Jersey; Vice-Chairman of. the New Jersey

Casino Control Commission; a U. S. Senator; associates of the
Senator; an Immigration and Naturalization Serv1ce (INS),
investigator; five U. S. Congressmen, and one State Senator. T
Abscam operatives through Gene Ciuzio, who reportedly has. M.%/
Organized Crime ties in Florida, will meet UF S. Congressman ]
Richard Kelly; and through Howard Criden, Philadelphia Attorney,

will meet U. S. Congressman John P, Murtha.’ \Both'Congressmen,

for a bribe of $25,000 and $50,000 respectfully, will promise

to utilize their position in obtaining polltlcal asylum or

permanent resident status for Yassir Habib, the Arab principal

of Abscam. Chief Federal Strike Force, Eastern District of

New York, recommended payoffs be mad o 1ded necessa Y::m

2

commitments occur. f 3 ?

[ SV

RECOMMENDATIONS: 1. That a hor1 y be granted for the p& %é%%i%m
of $25,000, if paid directly, to Richard Kelly, U. S. Congressman
of Florida, as a bribe to obtain political asylum or permanent

‘"resident status for Yassir Habib.
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’ ' : 2. That authorlty be granted for the payment
of $50 000,_1f paid dlrectly, to John P. Murtha, U. S. iy
(Congressman, Pennsylvania, as.a bribe to obtaln polltlcal
asylum or permanent re81dent status for- Ya551r Hablb.ij
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: S 3. That lf thlS request is approved, ¥
Brooklyn—Queens MRA will: be ‘advised to- utlllze the $59,500
. presently in thelr posse551on -and’ prev1ously authorlzed,(
but-not expended - Therefore, if this request is approved,
’Admlnlstratlve Services Division will forward $15,500 "
-to Brooklyn—Queens MRA in tlme for'
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DETAILS‘ Abscam 1s a solely Bureau funded, controlled undercover
-operatlon targeted ‘against major pOlltlcal corrupters in’ varlous
Federal and State Government, as well as major'sw1ndlers and S
property thieves. During the course of the operation; Abscam has;‘
developed. prosecutive Federal cases. agalnst Angelo Errlchettl,
Mayor of Camden, New Jersey; Kenneth McDonald Vice=Chairman .. -
of the New Jersey Casino Control’ Comm1s51on Harrlson Wllllams,:
U. S. Senator, New Jersey, Senator Wllllams, -agsociates
Henry A. Wllllams, ITI.: ‘Alexander Felnberg, and Geoxge Katz,
”and an INS 1nvest1gator Al Alexandro;” Mlchael ozzie, Myers,.
L U. S. Congressman,,Ph11adelph1a, Pennsylvanla;fRaymond F. Lederer,
~ U. S. Congressman, Philadelphia, Pennsylvanla,,Frank Thompson,.Jr.,
"U. S. Congressman, New Jersey; John M. Murphy,.U S. Congressman,
Staten .Island, New York, ‘John W. Jenrette, Jr.; U. S. “Congressman,

vSouth Carollna, and- Joseph A, Maressa, Ne% Jersey State Senator.,

An Abscam operatlve, who has been in' contact wrth :
Wllllam Rosenberg, a:known conman, "and Stanley Weiss, a. Lorg Island
accountant who has Organlzed Crlme tles'w1th John Delmastro,

e
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a known member of the Luchese famlly, was 1ntroduced to'
‘Gene - C1u21o ‘who’ reportedly has Organized Crlme .connections - in
‘Florida.. Ciuzio has advised that he controls Florlda. N
Congressman Rlchard Kelly, 5th Congre551onal District, and that
Kelly, for an initial payoff of $25,000 w111 assure undercover
Agents that he will use his congre551onal p051tlon to see to it
‘that Yassir Habib receives polltlcal asylum in the United States.
'This meeting is scheduled. for 1/8/80 ' This meetlng will be.
recorded and v1deotaped.‘ i oo f : : o b

Thomas Pucc1o, Chlef Eastern DlStrlCt ‘of New Jersey,
‘Organlzed ‘Crime Strike Force, recommends that the payoffs be
made to Congressman Kelly if and when he prov1des the proper
commitments concerning. utlllzatlon of his /influence to. obtain
‘polltlcal asylum for the Arab prlnc1pal of thlS proyect.;

FBI Mlaml and Tampa 1ndlces reflect the following:

1nformatlon concernlng ‘Congressman . Rlchard Kelly and .

Eugene Robert Ciuzio: " Regarding Kelly, Tampa File.56-0-34,
captioned,. "Possible Election Law Violations, Congressman
Richard Kelly - Complaint," pertains to an unsubstantiated

- claim by Congressman Kelly and. his admlnlstratlve assistant

of a pos51b1e election law violation. The ba51s of thei ,
allegatlon concerned poss1b1e ‘ballot’ tamperlng 'in- Pasco ‘County,
Florida, durlng Kelly s 1978 re- electlon for the 5th congre551ona1

seat.i

Kelly, accordlng to the Mlaml Offlce, is: llsted in -
the 1978~ 1979 issue of. "Who's Who in Amerhca as being born - °
7/31/24 at Atlanta, Georgia, as serving a@ a.city attorney for
Zephyrhllle, Florida, and Assistant U. S. Attorney,. District of
Florida, 1956-1959. According to this’ issue, Kelly served as a
county judge in the 6th Clrcult Court ofﬁFlorlda from 1960-1974. . . .-

‘ i Regardlng C1u21o, Tampa Flle 9% 1994, captloned,~

2 "Eugene Robert Ciuzio,:aka Geno, AR" revealed a New York memo
to Tampa for general information dated 5422/75 Wthh indicated
that Ciuzio was a former associate of Michael Casale (deceased), a
suspected member of . the Bonanno LCN famlly. o .

: Undercover Agents of Abscam operatlon through
.Philadelphia Attorney Howard- Criden have|a meeting arranged
 for. 1/10/80 or 1/11/80 at Washington, D.|C., with .

U. S. Congressman John. P, Murtha of Pennsylvanla.
 Criden has assured undercover Agents that U. 8. Congressman
Murtha, for a payment of $50,000, will promlse to use his
1nf1uence/pos1tlon to obtain political asylum and/or .,
permanent re51dent status for Yass1r Hablb the Arab
A e r
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‘principal of Abscam. This meeting will be|recorded and |
‘videotaped. It should be noted that Criden for the. past few
months has been hounding Abscam operatives| to meet w1th thlS
Congressman for the purpose set forth above.

. Thomas Pu001o,, hlef Federal Strlke Force, Eastern
‘,;Dlstrlct of New York, has recommended that the $50,000
- payoff .be made to U. S. Congressman Murtha, provided he makes
the proper assurances concernlng the polltlcal asylum scenarlo.

l
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PURPOSE: To gain approval for the expenditure of $10,000 for
this operation for the.purpose of providing Howard:
Criden, a Philadelphia Attorney, a fee for 1ntrodu01ng Abscam.
operatives to U.S. Congressmen Frank Thompson of Pennsylvanla,
John M. Murphy of Staten Island, New York, and John . P. Murt aﬁm

of Johnstown, Pennsylvania, all Democrats. Hes d
SYNOPSIS: Abscam is a solely Bureau funded, controlled un Efﬁf

cover operation targeted against-major political
corrupters,‘SWlndlers, and property. thieves. During the course
of this operation, Abscam has developed prosecutable cases: .
against the mayor of Camden, New Jersey; Vice-Chairman of the:
New Jersey Casino Control Commission; a U.S. Senator; associates
of the Senator; an .Immigration and.Naturalization Service (INS)
investigator; .seven U.S. Congressmen, and one State Senator.
Abscam operatives will be.meeting Howard Criden, a Philadelphia
Attorney, who has brought three U.S. Congressmen to the operation
for bribes of $50,000 each, on Thursday, January 10, 1980 at
Washington, D.C., Criden ‘is requesting $10,000 for his services,
Chief Federal Strike Force, Eastern District of New*YﬁTkﬁrgw%m—
mended payoff be made in order Jto 1nsg§§i//;den s, continued

y r5 X b6
cooperation. ~ Zﬁy SR 234158 20

D
Ouid

b7C -

RECOMMENDATIONS: 1. That authorlty be granted forz§Q@;paymeﬁﬁTiﬁ
of $10,000 to Philadelphia Attorney Howard Criden.
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2. That 1f thls request s approved

;Brooklyn—Queens MRA will be adv1sed to” pay’ “the $10;000 from

the - $50,000 presently in- thelr posse551on and prev1ously i-l'y
authorlzed but not expended. Gor Gl S T
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~DETAILS Abscam is a solely Bureau Funded, controlled undercover,y
operatlon targeted agalnst major polltlcal corrupters

in various ‘Federal and State Government, as well as’'major swindlers
and property thieves. - Durlng the course of the.operations, Abscam
has developed prosecutlve Federal cases. agalnst Angelo. Errlchettl,
Mayor of Camden, New Jersey; Kenneth McDonald, Vice-Chairman'of

the New Jersey Casino Control Commission; Harrlson Wllllams, u.s.
Senator, New Jersey; Seénator- Wllllams, assoc1ates Henry A ;~~"

. "Williams, III; ‘Alexander Feinberg; and. George Katz,‘and an -INS L
- investigator Al ‘Alexandro; Michael Ozzie Myers, U. S. Congressman,_

Philadelphia,:Pennsylvania; Raymond F. Lederer, U.S. Congressman,
Phlladelphla, ‘Pennsylvania; Frank Thompson, Jr., U S Congressman,f»
New Jersey; John M. Murphy, U.S. Congressman, . Staten Island,|New
York; John W. Jenrette, Jr.; U.S. Congressman,‘South Carollna,w
John P. Murtha, U.s. Congressman, Johnstown, Pennsylvanla, Rlchard

_Kelly, U.S. Congressman, Florlda, and Joseph A. Maressa, ‘New Jersey -

;State Senator.f

On January 7, 1980 Howard Crlden met w1th Abscam k
operatlves and with U.S« Congressman John' P.. Murtha . from Johnstown,

v*Pennsylvanla. JThlS meetlng was- set up in order to make a payment

of $50,000 t6.U.S. Congressman Murtha in exchange for his coopera-
tion in gaining permanent resident status for the Arab. pr1nc1pal
of this operation.’ Durlng this meeting Murtha pledged his. support,
however, indicated he would not accept the money at that time. He
adviged that he: was aware that U.S. Congressman Murphy from New
York and U.S. Congressman Thompson from New Jersey, had already
accepted money ‘and were presently worklng on-the political asylum
-problem. Subsequent to this meeting Criden, 1nd1cated that a share
of the money ‘to be paid to Murtha was actually to go to U.S.
Congressmen - Thompson, Murphy and himself. He. requested thatrhe

be . glven his~ share whlch would amount to $10 000 ‘

Thomas PuCClO, Chlef Federal Strlke Force, Eastern
Dlstrlct ‘of New York has recommended that the-$10,000 payoff be
made to Crlden in order to lnsure his contlnued cooperatlon.y’
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PURPOSE: To gain appioval for. the expenditure of $40,000 for

this operation for the purpose of a bribe to U. S. Senator
Harrison Williams of New Jersey.

SYNOPSIS: ABSCAM 'is a solely Bureau funded, controlled under-
cover operation targeted against major political corrupters,
swindlers, and property thieves. During the course of this e
operation, ABSCAM has developed prosecutable cases- againstfﬁwyﬁéﬁ
Mayor of Camden, New Jersey; Vice—-Chairman of the New Jersez%f} i
Casino Control Commission; a U. S. Senator; associates of t%eéﬁf?
Senator; an Immlgratlon and Naturalization Service (INS)
investigator; seven U. S. Congressmen, and one Staté Senator™
An ABSCAM operative will be meeting U. S. Senator Harrison-
Williams on Tuesday, 1/15/80, at 2:00 p.m. Senator Williams, for
a bribe of $40,000 will promise to utilize his position in
obtaining political asylum or permanent resident status for
Yassir Habib, the Arab principal of ABSCAM. Chief Federal Strike
Force, Eastern District of New York, recommended payoff be, made

provided necessary commltment é;y “. B ey, -
RECOMMENDATIONS : 1. That Orl granted f@,r;;l“’f ;;1) nt of

$40,000, if paid directly to Harrlson Williams, U. S.‘Sena L

of New Jersey. ettt o ;
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RE: ABSCAM o

2;, That 1f this request is approved, Brooklyn—'

‘AQueens MRA will be -advised to utilize the $40,000 presently

in their possession and prev1ously authorlzed but not ex-

pended ‘ o o
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DETAILS: ABSCAM is a solely Bureau funded, controlled under-
.cover operation. targeted against major political corrupters in
various Federal and State Government, -as well as major. sw1ndler55
and property thieves. During the ‘course of the’ operatlon,

- ABSCAM has developed prosecutive Federal cases against. Angelo

Errichetti, Mayor of Camden, New .Jersey; Kennéth McDonald Vice~
Chairman of the New Jersey Casino Control Commission; Harrlson
Williams, U. S. Senator, New Jersey; Senator Williams"'
associates Henry A. Williams, III, Alexander Feinberg,: and L
George Katz; INS Investigator Al Alexandro; Michael 0221e Myers,
U. S. Congressman, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Raymond F.
Lederer, U. S. Congressman; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Frank .
Thompson, Jr., U. S. Congressman, New Jersey; John M. Murphy, -
U. S. Congressman, Staten Island, New York; John W. Jenrette,

" Jr., U. S. Congressman, South Carolina; John P. Murtha, U. S.
' Congressman, Pennsylvania; Richard Kelly, U. S Congressman,

Florida; ‘and" Joseph A. Maressa, New Jersey State Senator.

)

On'Saturday, 1/12/80, undercover SAs of ABSCAM

‘operation. held a meeting 'in New York City with George Ratz

and Alexander Feinberg. They were‘adv1Sed that Yassir:‘Habib,

- the Arab pr1n01pal of ABSCAM, was ready to close.on the

titanium mine venture in which Katz and Felnberg are 1nvolved
along with .U. S, Senator Harrison A. Williams. - However, before
this takes place, Yassir Habib wants to meet with Senator - '
Williams On_l/lS/BO to ask ‘him for one favor, namely that
Senator Williams give his personal assurances to Habib that
Habib would be granted either political asylum and/or permanent
resident “status in the United States:  Habib intends- to offer
Senator Wllllams $40 000 in cash for these assurances.;*
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RE: ABSCAM - . I

Thomas Pucc1o, Chlef Eastern DlStrlCt of New York,

u“Organlzed Crime Strike Force, recommends that the payoff be

" made to Senator. Wllllams if and when he provides the proper
commitment concerning the utilization of his influence to -

obtain polltlcal asylum for the Arab pr1nc1pal of thlS

"*prOJect.
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To: SACs, srooklyn/@ueens (Enclosure), . PERSONAL ATTENTION
Miami (Enclosure) : IR N
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Re FBIHQ teletype ﬁa capti@neé orfices dated 1/82/90‘»
Enclosed for each of the abeve effices is a copy ef
a memorandum prepared by Irvin B. Nathan, Deputy Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, to Messra. Del Tufo, i
Vaigaé Ruff, Margolis, Mﬁ@owell Pueelo and Stewart dated | ‘ B |

For your‘informézionff.
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