Res JOHN L. LEWiS, ET AL

IFTERVIE 'V ITE  at the Elks Clube Some of the minmers at Mine "A"
ﬁ told me that %there war to be a mueting at the Elks

continued Club in Sept 1941 to decide if the PMA local should

change to Ui¥'s I cannot romember much ebout the

meeting, A mon the nome of wham 1 do not know made & stetoment nt the
mocting, thzt the miners et Hino A" would hevo to chango to Uk¥ or the
mine would be closcds. A voto was token and I votod to change to UM as
I am old and I thought I wvould havo boon out of e job if I had mot vota
for TN,

wioltcr the voto, Edronson of Uil mede = talk at tho mooting,
tut I do not romember what he scide I do not know of any UL orginizors
being proscnt ot the Elks Club, so far as I know thosc prosant wero
mcrmbers of Filha

*I workzd ot Winc A" cbout onc duy in Scpt. 1541 as a mombor
of U:¥ et which timc I ves foroad to stop working in thc mino beocuse of
my hcalthe I knov nothing cbout tho activitics at Kino ™M™ sincc Scpt.
1541,

I prcfor PHa ovor UM’ and only joinod U in order to kocp
ry job ot hinc “a",

"I heove hod this stotoment consisting of throc pogos rozd to
mc and it s truoc and oorroct to tho best of my knovlodgoe

—y .

Yituocsods

» Spceizl agent - F.B.1.
pocizl Lgent, FoBaI.™
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW WITH R - - irtcrvicwsd at his resi-
Springfield,

Unlted States. He speaks and unders 1sh well, but he is
rather slow mentally and would make only a fair witnoss.
zdvised he has never been arrested. He furnished the followmd
signed statemernt.

"Springficld, Ill,
Scpte 13, 1943

"I, Springfield,
nakz the follewing voluntary sia
vhom I knowr to be Special agents of nvesti-

gotion. I make it without foar of thrcat, forece, or promisc of any kind.

"I was born I first
started working in coal mines an inols in abou n joined
the United Mine Lorkers of Aswerica Union, I storted to work at the
dine "4V Springfield in zbout In 1932 I joined the Progressive
Mine Workers of /merica urndon. joined the P because I did not like
the actions of John L. lewis, especially when the ballots were stolen and
he declered an emergency contract.

WI yrenained FL, from 1932 to 1941 and during this vime I
thought the Pl was an honcst and good union, T never notiged any unfair
or unusual assessmenis.

1T noticed no cfforts by UMT to orgemize at Minc "A" before
1941 and I was satisfied with Pul.

#T do not remember where I was in 1941, but I read about
Elshof{ buying ifinc "4" from Ryan. 4s soon as I rgad that ITknewif I
wented my job I would have to join UMJ. No onc told me so, but I knew
that because of what Elshoff had done at Minc "B,

v] rcemember attending about two PMi meetings right after we
lcarned that Elshoff had bought MHinc ".%, I was a Pit Committec ilan for
P4 loczl #51, and at onc of the meetings, I do not remember which, the
members asked me to go to see Elshoff about whcother he was going to open
Mine ".", Thu other two committee men were not at the meeting, so I told
the men I would not go to sce Elshoff alone. So three men were elected to
see Elshoff. These nen were

- 30 -
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

T e s

b INTERHFi"I TITH *] heard there were some fights after these
: meetings, but I did not see any. I did not see
CONULNue any UMW men at these meetings and I do not remember

whether any one talked about going over to Wi.

«] hcard that Elshoff might operate Minc "A" thru Mine "B®

by hauling the coal out thai way, but I do nol remember where I heard

this- ’
%] did not ottend the mectings held at Hedmen's Hall or
he Elks Club bhocause I thought thesc meootings should have been held at

8] joinzd W after Kine "AM reopened in the fzll of 1941.
Ko onz forced or threatoned me in any way at any timc, I Joined UMW to
get my job back at Binc "A¥. I would have profered to stay in PHA
and go back to work, but because I could not vork in Mine "A" as a RMA, 1
had to change to WTV.

I bolicve most of the men 2t Mine WAM felt th

o v I
A e way I
did, that if they did not go over to U they could not work at MNine %4"
and this was the reason they changed.

%I have not held any M office and was not on any of the
comnitters appointed by PK. to see Elshoff.

"I stopped working at Mine "a" three wecks ago because of
my health. I an presently not working.

"I have noticed no difference in vorking at Mine ®A" under
either {7 or FPHl.

"] have read this statoment of threc prges and it is truc
znd corrcct to the best of my knovledge.

%Witness (Signed) —

nocial Jpent, FeB.l.
Special igent F.B,I.W

-
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

14, 1943 by Spzciz
wac born en arrested.

He is hard ol neariny and very siow mentally. He would make an un-
satisfactory witness,

— urnished the following signcd statement!

WSpringfield, Ill.
Sept. 14, 1943

III,

olio ing voluntary statement 4o

make the
wnom I know to Le Special Agents of t
nvzssigosion. I make it without fuar of threat, force or promiss of

any kind.

"1 vas borm 1
s-ntlv eprloyed a
SrringIicich

®*I first startcd working in coal mines in about in
Tllinois. I joined th:z United Minc ¥orkers of Amcrica Union in 1932,
T was not forced in zny +way to changc from Ud7 to PHA. 1 wanted to got
back to work so I joined Fili bocausz most of the men had.

"In the sumner of 1941 I r:ad that Elshoff had bought Nine
A" from Rvan and I vas not happy. I thought conditions would not be
good, b:causc of th: trouble there had beun at dine "B,

"I ¢id not tzlk with 2ny onc aboutl the matier and I did not
attend any mcotings botween the time Elshoff bought Mine "A" and the
tirmz I wznt back io vork at Einc YA", uhich was about a month after
Minc A" opounaed in the £211 of 1941.

"T knev thore were soms raatings during this time, but I
did not po to any, and I hesard and read thot nost of the men who had
norkad at Winz A had voted to go over to BiW. But I did not po back
to work ot Min. "a" until about : month aftcr it opocned, in about Oct.
1941, and when I did I sent down Yo ULl hoadquarters and joined UMY,
1> one forced or threntonzd me in any wny, and I joined UMY so I could
work in Hine "a", I —ould have proforred to stay with PMa boeause T
thought it was ¢ betber union.

e Wy Ry Y il cind e &y -y T N e
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Re: JOHW L. LEYIZ, LT AL

"T worked at MKipe “A" as UMY for about three
F wezks and then I quit because of my health.
continued

"I have had this statement of two pages read
to.me 2nc it is true anc ccrrect to the best of my knowledge.

(sicne) I

itnzss

RS :-cil :eont, Fu5.L

Speeizl Azent FuB. I
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ucfkers in and 1o RUW & MeDoel” UL Wib widsy AL 2l
he ic enplom* He was born in
- Yo statement wes obtoined.

RE: JOHN L. I.ETIS. ET A_I.u

ii\iiERVIE?I WITH -was interviewed at his residence a?_
pringfield, Illinois, on the afternoon o

September 18, 1943, by Special Agenm .
and advised that h worked lor Ryan
at Mine A up unti e that the mine was closed in the spring of 1941,

Duripz the ddmo that the mine was closed, “ obtained employment
F&t Mine B and &t that time joined the uUnited Mine workers.
cr Mine & was reopened, he was rotransferred to Mine 4. He is difficult

to understand « No statement waes obtained. He was
bern in end is an american citizen.

was interviewed at his residence at —
on the afternoon of September 18, 1943, by

Special gent NI - SEE—

—is e person of everage intelligence *and voulQ make o
everagc witncss., At the time that Mine & was sold, expectod

to return to work there, but when he heard that Elshoff has purchased Mine

A4, he immcdiately lcft Springfield, and went to where a relative

of his hed s small minc which he was going to operate. He advised that he

left Springfield, because hc did not want to get mixed up in the trouble

that he expccted would follow the change of ownership, as had happened et

Line B. He has n strong hatred for John L, lewis, but joined the United Mine

.

arnd 41g now o merher of the THAT in QHY‘ inge “v‘_d whore

TERVIE WwITH
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET wl.

INTERVIEW WITH

nois, by Speciul .gents
Sevtember 14, 1943,

5 interviewed at
Springfield, Illie-

q He 45 employo ine "a" as o digger.
svands English well, but his momory is bad and he would not meke o sutise

feotory witness., He stoted he hos never been arrestods

"Springfield, Ill.
Scpte 14, 1543

"I, Springficld,

moke the fo

Illa

agderel Buroou

m.:hom I know %o be Bpeeicl agentis o
c vestigatione I make it without feur of threet, forec, or pronise

of any kind,.

"I wos born in I un omployod

os o diggor at the Mine 47, ¥ *

"] first started working in coul mines in sbout I
joined the Thited Mine Werkers of snericu Union in Bpringficld in
sbout I sturtod to work ot tho Mine "." in about hmln
1632 1 Joire! #e Progrossive Mino Workers of dmeriou Unione entire

looal of U7 ohunged tc PMa cnd thut is why I dide I ounnot remenber
why we ohtngod.

"In tho early fuzll of 1941 I rcud thot ELSHOFF bought Mine "L
fran RLaH and I thought wo would huve trouble ot ™" liko thero had
been ot Mine "B". I didn't ottend Fidl. meetings und the only neeting
I went to zfter ELSHUFF bought Mine ™." wus ane Bundoy ut the Elks Club.
The mcn told me I would huve to join UM if I wunted tc kcep ry jJobe 1
do not remember who told ne this but thoy wero nmon I workod withe I
wont to this necting ot tho Elk's Club of ny own froe will tnd no one
foroced or threntened mo in uny waye I votod to go over to WM boonuse
1 di1 not wunt to lose my jecb ¢t Mino "." and beotuso I wus afrnid wo
would hive the ecrne troublc at "w" as thoy had at "B", und I was too
0ld tc wont to fight or get beat upe I hoord runors thut tho eanpony
oculd .porate Mine "a" by huuling coul thru Mino "B". I don't remonber
very nuch that tock pleoost this Elk's Club nootings

"I wue sotisfiod with Pdu «nd would have proferred to stay
P4, but I joined T to keop my job und cvoid troubles Conditicns are

- 375 -
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ARy JOHN L. LIXIIS, ZT ke

IN ERVIZI WITH the erpo ot Mine %" under BT us they woro under
Pliie Now it doesn't nuko o great deal of
gontinue differcnoo to mc thet we cro U4/, but when wc dhonged

I di4 mot like it, beouuse I wanted to sty Pl.

"No cne fraa UM und no ono fron the ounpuny ever told mo
£ join UWHe I Joined vclunturily by signing ot the Elkt's Club thot
Sunday aftcrnoon.

"I an @ yeors of ngo, und ounnot ronenbver os well ts I

uscd tce This 15 L1l I oacn renembor and this stutonent of two pegos

1s truc ond sorroot to the best of ny kmowlcdges I have rotd this
stateon.nt.

*iitnesss |

Spooicl Agent, FBI.
Spocial sgent=FeBels™
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E s intorviewed tt his residonco* _

! Springfield, Illinois, on tﬁiiin ng '
tic ERS : e
He is not difficult to understond, aas & keen mamory, and an intelligence

RE: JOHN L. LETIE, ET AL
of Scntembar 13, 1943, by Specinl Agents
is considered as a g&o
rbove that of the avercge miner. It ic not believed that he would bo easily
confused on cross exemination, He gavo information set forth in the follow-

[
Immrﬁ:’ xiﬂi n
and hes boen & toel miner for yeurs,
ing stntement: -

3

s

"Springfield, Il1_

Qomdrammw VX 104%
OE LD Loy AT IV

"My neme is m. I wns born 3
wh> heve idontified themselves to me e Spocial

Agengs ST The ToresLurosu of Investigation., Mo promisse, threats, or con-
giderction eof any kind l¢ive been mnde ©o me to get me to make this stotenent,

"1 worked ot Minc A from cbout until February, 1941, I ws e
nember of the Progressive kine Workcrs of huurice until September 1941. Pe-
fere I read the announcenent in the piter thet line A had been purchnsed by
ELSHOFF, I had heard of no disscnsion mmong the P membors. 411 of the men
wore satisfice?, except n very fow, and I think they wore strong PV members.

"When ELSHOFP bought Mine &, there wes no controct with any operator.
It wns my understendirg thot becausc therc wos no controcet that the operator
could hire or decl with snyone thct he wanted to. We thought, and it was my
opinion too, that ELSWOFF would nct cperate mine 4 unlcss he could oporate it
with UiM7 moen. I thoupht this, and I =:nink mcst of the men thought this, be-
causs of the things that they }ad heam? about what had happened at Mine B dur-
ing the trouble therc. From what we hrd heard, ELSHOFF favored the Wi, end
we all thought that we would have to Jein the UiV Zn order to get our jobs

= e L

back. That wi.s the “don m.st ~f the men had et the Progressive meectings that

I ettendod. That wus ny iden, At the mestings of the Prcgressives, we dis-
cusscd thet, &MH tcid us 211 that we would have
tc join the UL in crder tc get dur Jots buckK.

"4t the first mecting held at the Progressive Ball, the men did nct
know what to do. Taoy did nct decide much. &t the seccnd meeting they were
protty discouraged, and did nct get mich dcne either. At the meeting in the
Elk's club, the men had ccme tc the cciaclusicn that there was not nuch that
they cculd do to get their jcbs buck, and that it wes the best chance for them
to join the UMY and mnybe we could gei our jobs back. That wes my idea. We
Joined the ULV thet night, not becouss we wanted to, but because we had to in
oréer to keep cur jibs. A% loast, that was my roascn.

- 3'?'? -
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i RE: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL

"Elmunson came tc the moeting after it hed been going
for o while. He tolked to us, and told us thot if we
continued joined the UKF that he would go t¢ bat for us and that
- we would get our jcbs back. He did not exactly def-
inetely sy s, but he left it pretty plain to us that he thcught that he ccull
mrke ELEROFF do anything that he wante? him to do, and he almost promised us
sur j-bs back. Thot is the remscn that I joined the United Mine Workers.

"Lothing unususly hnppened ofter the mine reopened, but things were
not o8 gocd es befure, tnd I left the mine ag sncn &E I haéd a chance to get
bock into o Procressive Mine, becauso I 1ike? the Progressivo Union better,

1 am now at_ a Prcegressive Mine,

"I heve rowd the above stntement cn this and one other pnge. It is

all trueoc and cecurates”
//

FBI
2
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RE: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL

ITERYIED 11T "Eomunson came tc the moeting after it had been poing
for o while. He tnlked to us, nnd told us that if we
continued joined the UKW that he would go to bat for us and that

we would get our jobs back. He did not exactly def-
inetely B2y s., but he left it pretty plein to us that he thcught that he coulld
meke ELSHOFF do anything that he wante? him to do, and he almest promised us

sur j-bs beck. That is tho reescn that I joined the United Mine Workors.
"Lothing unusualy hoppened ofter the mine reopened, but things were

nst oe gocd es befsro, enc & left the mine es socn as I had s chance to gst

beck into o Prorressive Mine, because 1 liked the Progressive Union better,

I em now at— u Prceressive Mine,

"1 heve roud the abuve strtement cn this ond one other pnge. It is

nll true and asccurates®
// O

FBI
=
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RE: Jomy L, 1S, &t AL

INTERVI was interviewed at his residanoe- '
pringfield, Illinois, on the afternoon o

P antember 13. 19432 . by Spaeciael .A.?smts

am-'would not be considoroed 68 6 EOOQ
witness duec to the fmct that he does not understand and speak English well.

He gave information set forth in the following statement:

F8pringfield, I11
Soptember 13, 1943,

"My nome 1— b Ivms born in

_ I have bhaen nn Ameriern citezon Bince I muke the following state-
ment to who havc identified thom-
sclves to mc to De opeclil Agents o urcau of Investigation., No

romiese, threats, or considerution of any kind hus been mnde to me to make
this staetement.

"I workod at Mine 4 fram -untll about lMarch 1943, I belonged
to the Progressive Minec Wirkers of Amcricon until September 1941 whon Mine A
opened up. Before thet time I was woll satisfied with the Progressive Mine
Workers of Americe. I preferrod then to work under the FMW, and do now, be-
couse it is e better union, end they troat us better. I wans not at any of
the meetings when the matter of choning unions wns discussed becnuse I was in
the hospitel st thot time. I wns told that thoy werc going to teke tho coal
out of Minc A through Mine B if we did not ;join the UMW, told
me thate I joined at the ULW, building in order to go to worke 4 uiu aot
like it under the Ui out there, beccusec of the way they were treating the
men end would not let them tolk or anything. I guit and went to the arsenmal,
end am now working at — a Progressive Mine. I do not want to go
back to & UMW mine,.

"The nbove statement on this page hns been read to me by-

- It is 211 truc and cccurate."”

F.B.I.

/o

/ IR —
o/ o ———
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Re: JOHN L. LDWIS, ETAL.

was interviewed at his residence- .

.
M n the afternoon of r 15, 1
Specilal Agents
”can be easily understood, Dut appears
b

cLoW that of the average miner., He gave information set forth in the
following statement: ~ )

"Springfield, Ill.
September 15, 1943

"My name m“ I was born.in
I am now working at kine A. make the following statement to

, who have identified themselves to me as
Special Agenis o e re u of Investigation. No promises, threats,
or consideration of amy kind has been made to me to make this statement,

1] have worked at Mine A for sbout six years. I was working there
when the mine was sold by REAN, I remember that the men at the mine changed
unions when the new company took over, but I do not remember why. There had
been no talk before then about changing unions that I know of. I was
satisfied to work under the Progressive Xine Workers, but it did not make
much difference to me which union I belonged to. I went to some of the
meetings at the Progressive Hall when this matter was discussed. I also
went to the meeting at the Elk's hall when the men voted to go to the UkNW.

I sat in the back that night and cannot recall what happened or what was
said, EDMUNSON talked that night, but I do not know what he said because I
could not hear him., I joined the UMW that afternoon because the rest of the
men were signing up. After the mine re-opened, 1 saw round
the mine once. I do not know what he was doing out there.

2T was always satisfied, and I think most of the men were .

satisfied with the PlMN,
(signed) RS
W 7S . ) —
B.J. )
F.B.1."
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Re: JOHN L. LB¥IS, ET AL

INTERVIE® ¥ ITE ae interviewed at his rezidence,
Ay Springfield, Illinois on the

afternoon of tember 15, 1943 by Special Agemts

vag very @iffiounlt
By did not sttend
any meetings of the local and joined the UMV only when he went back

to work end they asked him to sign before he ocould work. He did

not knor what he had signed. He had always been matisfied with the
union before dbut did not reelly know much about what the union was

or what the ¢ifference was., Due to his insbility to read, no signed
etatement was obteined.

.= 381 =
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RE: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL

INTERVIE: WITH

Specinl Lr-ents
n-t considered ss o ncod witness inesmuch 6 he is very harc © ering. He
gave information sct forth in tho following ststement which he refused to sipr,
but which he stetcd wae true and accurnte!

Bpringfield,
343, by

[]
»

“8pringfieid, I1i_
Beptember 13, 1943,

"Hy name is I wes born dn
I nnle the following stutement to
‘ho heve identificd themselvos to me tco be Speciu
Burgeu of Investigution. Nco promises, threats, or consideration of eny ki d

has besn mede tc me to moke this stntement,

"1 hnve worked nt Mine 4 for cbout 7 years. I an werking there now,
and workod therc et the tinme thnt tho loeal of Mine L changed from the Pro-
grossive Mine Workers of Auerica tc the United Mine Workers of fnerice. I
25 nat kncw much nbout whet hoppened ot thnt 1 e. 1 know thot o new company
took over, &nd they changed tho unicne, I did nct nttond any of the ncetings,
or ¥now anything about whet happened at the meetings. 1 did nct po cmywhere
until tho nine wag recpenc?, and went buck tc go to work. At that tine 1
joined the UMV, Prior to that time I wos satisfied with the cperation of the
PV, end would have been just as sctisfied tc werk undor thet union, 1 think
most of tho men felt the sane, wuy, but it did nct moke much differonce to mo,

"I heve rezd the ebove stotement cn this pape and it is all true
end accurate.”

S

(unsigned)
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REs JORN L. LEVIS, BT LA

iiim'ﬂ‘! STITH

jewad on Sceptembe B, 194

"." under

Springfield ols, wug
cinl sacconts

diffiou in under-
standing the questions propounded to him a is not belioved that
hc ‘would make & good witness. His stotomcnt is as followss (He nde
mittcd ono arrost for violatiom of tho Nautional Praohibition Aote)

-

"Springfiecld, Illinois
Scptombor 18, 1943

whom I know tc be Speoinl sgents ¢ Burcnu of Investl
gotions Yo throuts or pramisos of ony kind huvo becn mode tomep 1
hive beon teold I nood nct mule tny stotenent and thut this stutoment
odii be used in oourt.

"I wi.s boru in W I eapu to
americt in -nd w8 nuturilzc Pringricia, ois on._
— I huve boon onployed ot Mino ".” ginse about- I wts .
riember of the United Hine ‘lorkers Union ¢t thot timc. I om still en~

ployed ot Hine ™." us & diggore

"1 remanmber joining the Progressive Mine Vorkors union
in 1932 ond joining the United Ilinc “iorkers in 1941 but I hove mo
preforcnce for cither unione I loorned ubout the sule of Hinoe "."
through o lotter from Mre BILL k¥Ke. This didn't nean enything to
mc. I attended o necting of the nminers &t the Elks Club ot whioh
tho mon wvoted to join the United idne liorkerse I woted tu go over to
the United Mine 'Jorkors so I could keep my Job und beotuse all tho
cther non voted to go overs I voted to go uver boosuse I understcod
thet ZLSHOFF wouldn't operato Mine "™ with the Progrossivo Minorse

¥
gir.

$1
4

;".. kj’

"I hove no proference for oithor union, I only want to
worke

"I huve boen read the within statonent consisting of one and

2 half pagos and it iz ull truce

Ylitncsacd

pugitl «<zents,
Soringfioldt, Ill,

e — v ———— _
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL.

was interviewed st his residence, _
pringfield, JIilinois, on n o _
1943 by Special Agents

wou;ﬂ make & good wilness, ne nas an
intelligence above that of the average miner, He makes a good appearance,
and can express himself well. He gave information set forth in the following
statement: - o

"Springfield, Ill.
September 15, 1943

_________"My name is— I was born in_

I am now working at

e owing statement to who
have identified themselves to me o 0 e rederal Bureau
of Investigation. No promises, threats, or consideration of any kind has been
made to me to make this statement,

"I worked at Mine A off and on four about qyears, ending in
November 1941, I worked at the mine at the ti_e that it closed for the summer
of 1941, At that time, and up uniil the mine was sold, there had been no wWlk
about changing unions. I had heard of none at all. Although the men were not
entirely satisfied with the way the Frogressive Mine Workers were taking care
of them, they would have gone back to work as Progressives, and continued to
work that way if nothing had happened. I am not sure what happened there to
cause the men to change over, I was not seeing the men much in those days.
m were close friends of mine, and they came to my house on_
night, and ta to me about the situation. I did not go to any meetings
except the meeting at the Elks! Club when the vote was taken to go over to the
UMW, As I understand, the men were told that they would have 2 better chance
of getting the mine opened if they joined the UMW. Most of them wanted to get
back to work pretty badly, and I think that is the reason that they changed,

I personally did not care much which union I belonged to. I was a
little disgusted with the Progressives at that time, and was willing to go over
to the ULW if there was a chance that the mine would open any sooner. Thal is
the reason that I joined the UMV, I do not know that there was any talk made
to the men that ELSHOFFT would close the mine down, or that he would not
operate with PMW mwen. I do not know that the men thought that ELSHOFF had
anything to do with unions or preferred one over the other,

"The night that the vote was taken to change unions, EIRUNSON
talked. I cannot remember what it was that was said. I was not interested,
and wanted to get home, I knew that they were going UM# and so I did not
pay much attention to the details.

*] had ridden to the meeting with— They were
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL.

TNTERVIE. wITH and since I had ridden with them,
1 stayed with them when the went over to the VLW building

and EIMUNDSON's office. 1 do not recall what was sald over
there then. EDNUNSON swore them into the UMiW. ELSHOFF and
some other man came to the meeting there, and there was some talk about the
mine.. I do not recall that ELSHOFF said arything about what he planned to do
with the mine, or said anything about the unions., I was at his office when the

&N W

contract was signed. I-do not know or remember many of the details,

were out at the mine for a while after
it reopened, 1 did not know at that time that they were UM organizers., 1
did not know what they were doing out there,

vT worked for a while, and quit at Kine A when they changed the work
around, and put a lot more work on me. There was nothing about the unien
involved in gy quitting.

9] am now 2 member of the UMW, I would have stayed in the PLW if the
mine had reopened, hiring PK«+ men, but it did not make too much difference to
me.,

“There was no compulsion that I know of put on the men by either
union either to keep them from joining the UMW or to get them to join the

.

#T have read the above statement on this snd two other pages. It

is all true and accurate.
(s1ene) A

WITNESSES &
B.I
F.B.I."®
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEN WITH

8 Al LETHOOn D) oeprember
13, 1943, by Epecial A

*would make & fair witness que o hiB average ability to express nimse
anc bo understood. Hs gave information set forth 4n the following signed
statement: .

L)

"Springfield, Ill
September 13, 1543,

=l . sy raco 1c W 1 ves voro +- N
U B I am now an “#merican cltezo rough my father. I make the following siate~
L R -
, - selves to eral burosu of Investigation. No.
=

promises, threats, or consideration of any kind hes becn made to me to make
this statement. It is &2l truc and accurate.

"I went to work at Minc A in 1935 or 1935. I worked thers until
sbout February of 1943, I em now employed at ¥When I went to Mine
4 I wae o member of the Progressive Kine Workers o erica. I joined tho
Unitce Mine Workers in 1941 whon ELSHOFF bought the mine and it was reoponed,
beeause I wanted to work. -

: "Unti]l the timc that I heard thot ELSHOFF had bought Mine 4, I heard
no talk cbout changing unions, or any disatisfaction with the Progressive Mine
Workers of Americu. There were same mectings about tho change of ownership
and what we would heve to do about it. I went to s couple of mestings at the
Progressive Hall, but did not go to eny other mcetings. As I understand and
remcmber, we wore told that thoy werc going to take the conl out of Xine 4
through Mino B, They told us that they would close Mino 4 and mot open it
unless wc would join the UifW. *is thc one who did most of tho
talking and said this ot thc meetings attended.

"I did not go to the mecting when they voted to join the UMW, I
did not went to becomc & member of the UMY, and did mot go dack tc work at
the Mine for about two weeks after it was Teopened bocause I did not want to
join the UMV, However, I finnlly Joined the UMK boeause I wanted to work.

"After the mine reopened thore was a lot of things that went omn
out thore. They triod to gut those of us who were still strongly P to quit,
and gave us poor rooms, "docked” us, oand had difforent woights,. They also
E threatendod us, end fined us 211 the time or threatened to finc us for aevery-
e thing. ' ‘

"I steycd at Mine 4 until I could get another job at o Progrossive
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RE: JOHN L. LEVI5, ET AL
TEMTLITTTY VITTH A e T dndmad +he MU And ctewrn n i+ dunet o~ Ehnt T
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A
s I would never

g 4
L -~ A J“
could work, snd changed as soon czs I could.
to to keep my Job,

crntinuod have chnngsd from the PAW unloss I hod

"I heve read thc ebove statament on this page and one other. It

is ull truc and accuratc.”
/«/

-
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RE: JOHN L. LE¥IE, ET LL

Loy
Cd Py A L ] Afhd WAAL Ll 4 AT

ing ~f Beptembor 13, 1943, by !pociul !cen!a‘and“
Wis nat considered 8 ¢ geod witness due 0 the faet -
"t he hrs diificulty understanding and spenking English, He gave informa-

tisn set forth in the follewlng signoed statemont:

"Sorinpfield, Il
Soptamber 13, 1943,
e o R T .. the Pollewdne stotemont +o SRS

&~ Lk At L T L ".I.LLE WL ol il W VO

vho hhve identified thomselves to me to
poccl-l hpents of the Federsol Buresu of Investizntion. Nc promises, threats,
or cepeidercti-n «f sny kind hnve been made to me. : '

"I worked et line A about iyears. 1 we 1941 when
the uni-n at MNine 4 chip-ct frop PV te UL,
I do nnt speck cr understa -

ish wells, I went to s'me mectings o 2 Prcgressive Hall wne the compony
chenred ownership of kine A, I o nct remembor how many meotings I went to.
as I remumber, the pit comaittee made o repert that the new compoany would not
hire anybody but United Hine ‘Werkers, and I did not wont to join the United
Mine ¥icrkers, sc 1 quit work at Mine A, I did not o to any meotings ot any

tther plr.ce.

"I wre sctisfied with the cperetion of tho Progressive Mine Workers
cf America and did mit went to change unionas,

*The ebove stntencnt on this

— It i ¢l1l true cnd anccurate

.
2D
o
o
o

o
o
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RE: JOHK L. LEVIS, ET AL

i‘f TERVIE " WITH
ringil : ; sra~on

of Scptembor 13, 1943, by Spocial hgents _\ m

h is considered ns a good potentinl witness. He is no cu

t. underst.rd, he cun express himself feirly well, snd ‘he would be difficult
to confuse on cross examinctizn. He gnve information set forth in the follow-
ing signod statement:

"Springficld, I11_
September 13, 1943,

"My pame is _ I wus born inq

I tn e citezen through my fother., I en n-w working et Panther Croek Mino #4.
“.nd m

me to be speeinl Agents o ¢ Federal bure

I reke the fcllowing stotement to
who huve iderntified thamsclves Yo

ecu of Investignticn, lic promises thrents cor comsideranti:n of any kind has
becn made to me to mrke this statament, It is true enl accurnte.

"I went to Eine & in 1933 or 1934, I wrs employed et Mino A in 1641,
and stayed there until Jrnuery 1943, During ell of the time that I wap em-
ployed at Kino A, I wns a membor cf the Progressive Minc ¥orkers of Amorioca
up until Secptember 1941, when I jcined the United Mine Yorkers. I joined the
U7 in order to keep my jsb. All the time beforc that I hnd beon satisfied
with tho Fi¥V, end would hove preferred tc stey in thet union., It wos a strong
Fi7 mine. I think all ~f the men were satisfied with the PMdJ, and I did not
hezr tny talk cbout changing unions until the snncuncement in the paper that
ELSHOFF wos goirg tc epcrate dine A,

"S-on after thet I pct o oecrd frm — He asked me to
come to ¢ moeting. I dic n:t go. I did gu to o couple of meetings at the

Progrussive Hall, I do not reenll oxactly what hopponed at these neetings.
There wus o 1ot of tulk. s I roecll the talk was that they were geing to
close d-wn the mine, an? tukc the conl out threoush line B, and the
men told us thot thoy would clsse the mine down and not work it if we stayed
Fili. They scié that we would have tc join the UM in order to work et Mine A,
I d4id nct want tc join the Uilf, nnd 2id nct go to the meeting whon they woted
abcut changing unicns. Vhon the rest of the mcn had jeined the UMN, I decided
to go back tc work, end tc work abcut three days later. I would rother have
steyed in the PIW. After the nine became ULV, they would not let us tolk at
£11 abcut things ct the minc. The old men were not allowed to speak their
cwm languoges. Those of us who thoy thought were still strongly PN, were
given psor rooms, and treatoed poorly. They were trying to get us to quit,
They kept en crmed guard et the mine shoft for quit a while after the change
end the opening as UdV. There never hz:d been an nrmed guard there before.
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RE: JOHM L. LEJIS, ET AL

They tried tc keop us frem soying anthin, about working .
Fhso were strengly

esnditisng, end threotened those of us
Fi5i. They put o lot of "docks” on us, ond therp was a

chanre in the wolighte cf the coel,

"One doy I her‘.rdq ond sovernl ~f the company mon, who were
strongly for the UMW tclking, that protty socn they would have Old West, and
sme ¢f the othur PHY mines in & short tine.

"Thoy clen fined us if we did nct buy cur cocl et Mineo 4.

He stayed in the mine ~ffice every
I do not know what he was

{continucl

"I Ymow whe is.
n raing £or along time after the mine reopensc.

suppcsel to he doing there.
"Ls soon as

opened up, and I could get ancther job,
I quit lline 4, and wenl ©° wor o that I would not have tc con-

tinuc to work under the Ul
"I heve rond this statcmen® :tn thic and cne other page. It is all

/+/ S

truc end cccurcte.”
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end [ M :oc2ks vory pcor English,
and although he appecred to be cooperative, he apparently
dces not have much pertincent information relative to instant case, It is
believed ho would be a_boor witness., Thore is set forth below the signod
statemcnt exccuted by NS

wreavies w1t SR o intervicwed by Spocial agents IR

W3cpt. 15, 1943
Sprirgfield, Ill.

meke the fellewing voluntery statement to

gation, LG Cets cr promises have been made to induce me to make eny -
statement,

"1 vas bern and beeome a U,S. citizen
in B 1 vork ot linc
I have been a mermber of tho U.lL7.,
ry life. I sterted werking at lline 4 in

"In 1932 whon the rest cf the mon joined Progressive 1 elso
signed up for that union, I thought the LA was a good union. I remomber
thot ¥ine & was shut dovm in the spring of 1941 ond some time in the late
swmer I hecrd thot Ryan sold Linme & to Blshoff.

9] heerd that the P had some mectings inm the fall of 1941
after the minc was sold, but the crnly cne I sttended was the one at tho
Elks Clube. It was at thct neeting that the men decided to join U.K.W.

"I didn't want to join the U.K... but 1 saw that all the rest
of the men were joining sc I decided to join up becauso I didn't want to
lose my jcb, LEdnondson gave a mice talk at the meeting, He eaid he wos
glad we were coming beck to the U.kiee end that it wculdn't cost us any-
thing, I con’t remember any other specches, but there was all kind of
talking ameng the men thut if they didn't join the MW they wouldn't work.

1 tiso heard some talk obcut the mining of ccal from line & through kine
B,

"] joined the U,M,7, wnion that night at the Elks Club because they

sadd I cculdn't get ancther job, 8ince I was an old man I figured I had
better sirn up, No force was used to make me sign up othor then the above.

and it ias

“This statcment has beon rcad to me by
truc to the best of my mcmorye

/e/

l

Titnessed:
, opecial 4gents, F.B.I1., U.S, Dept, of Justice,
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r1s interviewed by Special Agents
on September 14

IRTERVIEY #ITH

' ' 193 at Springfield, Illinois.

but it was difficult to make him understand,
ne stated that he knew little of the facts concerning iine A
wanld nnt make a Ag_tig‘agtgryigiﬁ 88. He furnishec

and it is felt that he would pot mak ]
the following signed statement.

"Sept_ 14, 1943
S,ringfield, I11_

"] ke the following voluntary s tatement
to Special Agents of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation. No threats or promises have been made to induce
me to make any statemert.

"7 was born in q and presently reside
at esertly employed by a centracter by the

"I started work as a miner in sine A in about fjJjjlij ané Joined
the U.¥.n. at that time. I joined the progressive union in about
1932 when the rest of the men joired that union, I did not have

arything to co with the startirg of progressive, As far as I am
corcerned everything was going along fire in the mine in the spring
of 1941, I have never held any office in any union and was never

irterested in union affairs.

"] yemember that somebody told me in the fall of 1941 that
Elshoff had bought lire A. I never attended any of the pro-
gressive meetings that were held at that time., I didn't go to
any meetirg at the #lks. I went-up with a bunch of men to the
United iine office and signed up with United., I joined to keep
working and because the rest joired. Nobody ever threatened m€ Or
beat me up or made me join any union. I was in poor health
so I didn't pay any attention tc anything
e, and in fact

that *xent on

ue to poor healt
"] have read this statement of 2 pages and it is true to the

best of my memory.
| ]
M{itnesses .
/5/ ) Special sgents, FBI
) U, 5, Dept_ of Justice"
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Re: JOHN L. LEwIS, ETAL

' { WITH was interviewed Special Agents~
left ¥ine A when it close
down in 1941 and states that he has no knowledge of what

happened subsequent to this. He is not, therefore, being recommended as a
witness, He furnished the following statement:

"Springfield, Illinois
September 15, 1943
"] ake the following

residin
and
Special Agents in the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises

voluntary statement to knowing them to be
have been made to me to induce me to make a statement,

I am now em-
ployed I worked a ne om 1933 to the
Spring of 1941. I belonged to Frogressive Mine Workers during all of that
time and I have never belonged to U.M.W.

%I was born on

WI 1eft Mine A in the Spring of 1941. At that time the mine was
strongly Progressive. I do not know anything concerning the switch over to
United Lkine Vorkers.

"I have read the above statement and declare it to be true and

(signea) NN

W ITNESSED:

Special Agents, F.B.I.,
U. S. Dept. of Justice®

correct.
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET 4L

NTERVIEW WITH wne intorviowod Spocinl Agente
and doos
not rexd nor write English, ond 18 procontly

sufforinz from oyc troublc. Duc tc his 4innbility to undorstand English woll,
he ¥nows littlc of whot hoppened at Mine 4 and is not rocommonded as o wit-
ncss. Eis stotoment is ns follows:

"Sept. 17, 1943
Springfiold, Ill.

, e the following volun=-
and Specinl Agonts of the Federnl
No thrcats or premiscs hove boon monde to induce me

n

1,
tery stotement to
Burceu of Investigation.
to make o strtonent.

cane t¢ the U. 8. in

and &z not a Ue S. citizen. I have boen & minor «l) my 1ifo and started worfs
ing ot ¥ine 4 in zbout -nd om still working there. I first joinod the
U, Mo We and in cbout 1932 I joincd Progrossive. As far as I know thore is~
n't any diffcrenco betwoon the twc unicns. I hove nover paid much attention.
to union zectivities. '

"I was born in

"In the ecrly full I heard thet Ryun sold Mine A to Elshoff. I
didn't focl good abcut it, bocouse I wes afraid I would lose my Job. ‘1 hoard
& lot of telk, but didn't understand much of it os I don't understund much
English. Sonmebody seic they might work Mino A through Mine B and s omabody
clec suid moybo no work at all. ‘

"] ¢idn't go to cny of the Progrossivo meotings thot I romonber of.
I know thet I wont to somc hell cné signeé up for the U. M. W, aftcr ovory-
body clsc signed up.

"Nobody cver throctencd me or best mo upe I joincd U. M. W. bocausc
I wontod to koep my job. Since I am gotting old I wantod to bo surc I hed &

Job,
"This statement hes boon rond to me b— and it is true

to tho bcﬂt of my mmory-
/-/ S
"Wi-tnesses

/s/ Specinl Agents, FBI
/s/ Us S. Dept of Justico"
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Re: JOMN L. LE IS, BT AL.

INTERYID. *'ITH

by Spcelal iLjonts

alhE——
] resides a Sprangiield; lllinois,
He vould nake a gooa \“1!!1(,3:3 as he cxXpressos EJ.I%. E clecarly and vould be

Jifficult to confuusc on cross exanination. His intelligence is ahove that
of tho averase nincr.. Hz furnished the following information s contained
in a sirned statc went,

"springfield, M1
~Soptenber 9, 1943,

ny nore s (— 1 oo SN
| I nrke the follow ng statanent to and
! vho have identifi©d thenselves to Ws of
Federid Burcau of Investigation, (o proniese, throats, or consideration

of ony kind has been nade to ne to nzic this statement, I an villing if
necessary to fo to court and repeat any pert of this stateonent,

nT vorked #t Ifinc . fron 1924 until 1941' I have zlviays beon
actlvq in the locals at Minc &, vhon it vas Ul and nlso vhen it vas
I was o the greivance cormiitee, by-lav cormittec of both locals,

_
ol
1IIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIl"“"""""'"""""“‘"“”"‘“"""
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R: JOHN L. 1LH.IS, KT AL,

NTERVIE,. ¥ TTH
Continue

miine / vas closed durin: the sunner of 1941, The nen at the
dne vore nostly vell satisficd vith the way the local was being operated,
oand ¥ere satisfied with beinn Pif nabors, In 1932 when Iiine & locel
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Fe: JOHN L. LB.IS, ET AL.

T Nn vas formed there were 28 nen who voted to take the :
cut that Johm L. Lewis wanted. The rest of us voted not
gontinue to take the cut. That was vhen the Progressive Mine

Tiorkers of America vas formed, These 28 men at
iine 4 more or less stuck together during all the years, and I think they all
vanted 1o go back to the Wi, Some of them went to the UMi mectings, 1 saw
them, iside from thesc men, the rest of the men were satisfied to belong to
the PM: of A. Bill Ryan, vho had been running Mine L had been hard to get
along vith for a long time, and had alvays wanted to have the mine go back
to the WM. I know, because T heard him aay so.

“plong in the summcr of 1941, runors started going around that Rran
1va2s going to sell Minc . and that the cozl rould be takan out through
KBinc B, I know that that could be done. It vas well known that Mine A
and Mine B verc connected, They used the same 2ir shaft, and thore
v cre several places vhere the entries from 4 and B went to within 20 fect
of each other. Then therc were some old vorkings that ran straight across
from A to B. Most of us knzv that beceuese once ¥c had to go out from
Hine A through Hinc¢ B.

“Soon aftcr the announcement came owt in the paper that
Elshoff vas going to operate finec L, 1 got a letter from the
Uniteed Hinc T.orkers. It was a form letter, printed, and was signed by
Ry Faunson. It camc through the mail, is near as I can remember,
the Tctter szid that Elshoff was going to operatc Mine [i, and that he
ves going to takc co2) out of minc L through Minc B, and that wec would
not be able to work unlass vic joined tho UNITED MINE V-QRKERS,. The letter
stated that 1f ve joincd the United Yine Tiokers thet Zine 4 Wwould be
opened, and we vould be zblc to vork. He invited us all to join the
Dnited Mine Vorkers, I think all of the men at Mine 4 got such aletter,
I do not renambcr what hapoened to my copy. -

"Folloving the announccmont in the paper thet Elshoff vas going to
operate Mine L, and thc receipt of this letter the Special Hecting of
local #51 v25 held., 7 thank that the committec vhich was clocted that
right could not find Elshoff, 2nd camc back and rcported that. The men
on that cormittce that 1 can runadber are dead nove At the Sccond ncating,
these men reported that fact, and a nav coariittec vas appointed to see Elshoff.
This new corxittec ¥vas nade up of men from the 28 vho hod not wanted to form
the P& in 1932. T think that they got ahold of Elshoff, but I do not knov,

wst the first nmeeting ndt rmuchwas done but talk about the situation,
the possibility of not being able To vork Mine A vhon they wore takint
coal sut fron B, cte. The comdttec being appointed was about the only
busingss taken ploce,

I p——— iy o g ———— gy > T ——r R



JOHN L. LB IS, ET iL.

Re:

NTERVIR/ VLITH

nit the second meeting the cormittee which is
nancd was elected

Continue

ot"xcrs talked, They said that the pine would be vorkad ‘.Lf ve \"ould Join
the W, threw his hat on the floor, and said that ve were going
>ver to the U5 thon, That is vhon I docided that they union would prob~

ebly go over, 8o I got wp end left right then,

: ninother neeting was held at Rednan's hall a couple of days later.
I did not go to that neeting, but I sa’ announcements and advertiscnents
in the paper about this neeting. Edrunson was supposcd to have talked to

the men at that neeting.
"I hove read the above statenent on this and four other pages.

it is 211 truc and accurate. /
S AN

/s/ F.3.1,
1al agent FBRI®
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RE: JOEN L. LEWIS, ETAL

acial Agents _

W WITH s interviewe
an
stand English very we nd because of this, is mot in

does not under-
possession of much pertinent informetion., Due to his inability to clearly
understand, he is not recommended a5 8 witness. His statement is az follows:

* Springfisld, Illinois

| - J RN g,
Saptembsr 18, 1943

"L make the following voluntary statement
to n knowing them to be Spocial Agents in

the Federal Burcau of Investigation. No threats or promises havo bean
mado to me to induco mo to mako o statemont, I prosontly reside at —

—nd em amployod ut XNino A,

"1 was born b R - c:x to tho

U. 8, in{JJjj}- I & not a U. S. citizon nlthough 1 Ravo my lirst papors.

I hovo boon B minor most all of my life end joined UMV whon I oame to Spring-
figld. I startod at Mino 4 about end whon Progrossive startoed in 1932

I also joinod. I had nothing to do with forming P.M.A, and I am not suro why
P.M.i. startod; thoro was somo troublo with JOHY L. LEWIS.

. "In tho fall of I541, 1 got o lottor from RYAN tolling that
ho had scld Mine A to ELSHOFF. Evorybody said if wo didn't join U.M.W. tho
mine wouldn't opon, others said that if wo joined U.M.W. wo would go back o
work. I don't undorstand English too woll and am not suro as to overything
thet was said.

"1 wont to & muoting on Monrog Stroot botwoon 4th and Hth
end thoro was o lot of discussion a5 to what tho mon would do. Most of tho
pon said wo would have to join U.M.W. if wo wont back to work. Thoro was
sbout oighty mon at this mooting., I didn't soo any fights, no ono throaton-
od or boat mo. I noxt wont to & mooting ot tho Elk's Club. EDMUNDSON
toikod thoro. I don't undorstand all of tho English words but ho said if
wo wentod to join U.M.W., wo oould, but wo didn't have to. Ho said thoy
didn't wont amy troublo. Evorybody signod up for U.M.W. thon, I did too.
What olsc ocould I do ~ I wontod +o koop my job and 8ll tho rest of tho
followes joinod U.M.W. The unions arc about tho aamo mnywny.

"This gtotemont has boon road to mo by [ and it is tuo

and corrcet to tho best of my memory. s
</ ..
. 15—
jitnossods

Spocianl Agonts, FBI
U. 8. Dopt. of Justioo"
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&T, I 1. LRW1A, 5T ok

_wﬂs interviowed by

G Spocic heonts o (S
barely understande English and

spccks in & very brokon dialoet, 5 believod that he would be & poor
wisness inasmuch as it wos very difficult to moke him undorstand the msan-
ing cf qu.stions put to him by sgunts. There is sot forth below tho signod

statement exccuted by

TR EDUTEN CITTH

"Sopt . 17. 19843
111

Snrin~fi ald -
pringiicala, &

malke the fellowing voluntury statement to
pociul Lgonts cf tho Fodorul Burecu of Inves-
NG throuts cr prumises have boen mude to induco me to moke any

"I,

tisstion.
strtenent,

"I wos bern i smo to tho U. S, in
-and have beon o ocitizon since Septe or Uste 6 I pove been o
miici ¢ll v life apd on still working ot Mink 4. Uy cadress is=

"I storted working ot Mine A in 1927 & jolnod tho PHA in 1932,
vthen T heard thet Rywn hed sclé Mine 4 to Elshoff I wos afreid I would lose
ny job. Evorybody said Elsheff might not open the nino.

"I den't undorstand much English so I heve never gonc to mony
union moctings. I went to the moeting ot the Elks Club in the fall of
1941 wnd joiped the U, L. .i. when oll the rest cic. Robocy ovor boat me
up and I joined UlL) bocuusc I thuugh I wouldn't bo oble to work 4f Ididn't
sifpn.

"This stutomont hos boon roud to mo by (N ¢ I wieh to
stoto it is trus to the best of my nomory.

/s/

®litnecssocd:

/s/ Spocicl agents, Fo Be I,
/s/ U. S, Dop't, of Justico."

- 400 -




T
oy
|
O
.

JOIN L. LEWIS, ETaL

TH erviewed by Specinl Lgents
He knows but little
: concerning malters at Mine 4 and 15 not recommended as

a wifness. His statement is es followss

" ' Springfield, Illinois
September 16, 1943

w . S — L ag R —
*1, residing a
moke the following wvoluntery stetement to and
i, knowing them to be Speoiel Agents in the Foderal Bureau of Investi-

gation. No threats or promises have bean made tvme to induce me to make o

P N e S,
BETRALTSIEIIL ..

"I was born on and am
now employed b irst started mining
in shout Novembor, L At which tima gtarted at Mino 4. Prior to that

tims I hod boaor Then I started ot Mine &L I joined the
Progressive Union and as far as I know, the union w as all right and the
men wera sbtisfied.

"Tho mine was closed in the summor of 1941 and somo-
time during leto summor I learnod that tho mino had boon sold to ELSHOFF.
It didn't moan anything to me when I heard of it. I know there were
somo mceetings held by the Progressive men from Mine A4, but the only ome
I nttended wns et the Elks Club. [ telked at this meeting. I re-
momber thot ot this moeting someons scid that unless we Joined U.M.W.
ELSHOFF would not open Mine 4, or elso he would hoist oconl from Mine &
through Mine B.

"The men voted to join U.M.W. at this time, it sooms
to me the men stood up. ¥Ye signed sards to join U.M.JN. EDMUNDSON tnlked
+0 us at thie mecting but I do not remsmbsr whot ho talked nbout, I didnft
pey much attention to whot wns going on, I wos just fooling around. 1
wos not threstenod or beaten but joined U.M.W. freecly, to keep my job, it
didn't moke any difforence to mo. Whon we wont baok to work under U.M.W.
things were sbout the Bomo, I didn't eec any differsnce. I quit Mine L in
Jenuary, 1943 because I wonted to get onother job. The minos were not good
for me.

"1 howvae rood tho obove stotament and declarc it to be
true and oorrect.

A e
Witnoesses // N

Speoial Lgonts, FBI
L]

U. 8. Dept, of Justioe”
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, BTAL

T as interviewed by S.A'sq |
& geemsd 4o be sincere in his sta
ment that he had no information of wvalue to instant ocass.

It is believed he would make & poor witness. There is set forth below the
signed statement executed by

i}‘s
¥

" Sept. 16, 1943
Springfield, Il1l.
"I, meke the following voluntary state-
ment to Special Agents of the Federal Bureau aof

Investigetion. No threats or promises have been made to induce me to make
any statement.

"I vas bern on d became a U. B,
citirzen 5’ 1 reside at an Ve beon employsd at Mine

A Bince

"] was working at Mine 4 in 1932 when the progressive union
was started and I joined the PMA then. I pever have gone to many union meet-
ings and nover paid much attention to union business, so I do not know much
about tho union activity at Mine A. I don'’t like trouble end it dossn't
make any difference to me which union I belong to as long as I work,

"I recall thot Minc A shut down in the spring of 1941 and
sometimo in the early fall I saw in the poper that RYAN had sold Mine 4 to
BLSHOFF., I didn't feel bad ebout it and had no feeling or opinion that the
mine would be operatod by united men.

"I know thet the P.M.i, held soms mestings in the month of
Bept. a8 the othor men told mo nbout it. I didn't attend any of the meetings
at the P.M.A. hall or Redman Hall., I elso remermber going to & meeting on a
Sundny and a8t that time the mon deoided to join the United. T don't kmow
for sure whore this mesting wns held, but I romember EDMONDSOM talked. I
¥now the meeting was not at the U.M.F, or the P.M.i. hall. I joined the
U.MW, at this meeting, but do not remembor any of the namgs of the spaakers
or what they talked about.

"This statoment has been rend to me by GGG

and it is true to the beet of my memory.

/+/

Witnesses:

Speoinl Agents, FBI
U. 8. Depts of Justice"
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RE; JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

INTERVIEW WITH wis interviawed Speoinl Lgents _
and i friendly and co=-
operative, but appears to have little information concerning
the details of the switoh in unions &t Mine L, If necessary, howavaer, he

oould be used as & witness to testify to 'hhose mttere set out in the follow-
ing statement:

" _ ~ Bept. 16, 1943
- 8pringfield, Ill.
"I mnke the following voluntary state-
ment to , Bpecial sgents of the Federal Bureau

of Investipation. No threats or promises heve been made to induce me %o
meke eny stotemsnt.

"I was born on
ﬁt y ] I ﬁ“&u?tﬁ wWork g Mino in
ployed there. I hod been & miner for soms timo before I went to work at
Mine h. I think e lot of the men wore in favor of the P.Md.. because they
wanted to get rid of LEWIS. Most ol the men liked PM. & everything went

ntil Mine A wes sold by RYiN to ELSHOFF.

along good un A wWE RY4ud
7 recall thot in the early fall of 1941 I heard that RYLN
hod sold Mine 4 to ELSHOFF. I don't recall how I exaotly heard about it,

but remember 1 thought at tho time that I might not have my Job,

"] remomber that soms timo in the first week of Sept. 1541,
I went %o o meeting &t the P.M... This mesting was onlled for the purpose
of finding out whether or mot the men would join the U.M.W. I think it
was ssttled that ELSHOFF intended

to operate the mine only with United men.
# end I believe & committee was
appointed to go ses ELSHOFF about the opening of the nine. !

Thie meeting wns presided over by

"I also went to & scoond mesting at the P.M.k. hall a short

timo efter the first and I believe that at thot time the committee reported
thet if 200 progressive men joined U.M.JW., then ELSHOFF would open the mine.
I dont't remember any other details of this meeting.

"] also went to o meeting et Redwan Hall and qieported
thet FELSHOFF had said that if the men joined U.M.%. he would open the mine.
I do not know of eny fighting thnt took place at any of these meetings &

1 don't know any further dotails about these meetings.
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ElaL

INTERVIEW WITE "I next went to & meeting at the Elks Club and I recall that

— it was at this mesting that we were told that unless we
CONT INUED) joined U,M.V/. we wouldn't be able to go to work. I recall
that a stending vote was token to joln the United & everyons

indionted they wantsd to jJein UMM . I signed a U.M.Ul. oard that nite., I
remenber thet EDMONDSON occme to the meeting but I otintt remember what he

talked about.

"I had been out of work once before for over two years and

the only thing I wes interested ir wns in keeping my job. I didn't omre
which union I belonged tc as long as I held my job. I was never bealen up
or forced to join any union. Other than &s set out abow, 1 do not heve any

informetion as to why the men all joinad United,
"] have read over this statement of 3 peges and it is true

to the best of my memory.
/+/ S

Vitnesseds

Spoecinl Agonts, FBI
Ue 8. Dept. of Justieo“
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Re: JOHN L. LEwIS, ETAL.

is above the average miner
telligence and although friendly, expressed his preference for U.k.n. over
P.¥.A. He furnished no information of particular value and his value as a
witness for the Government is doubtful. His statement is as follows:

“WSpringfield, Ill.
Sept. 15, 1943

ake the following voluntary statement to‘

Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
been made ¢ t

nehias ma $n meales avme statamen

Aa -n
0T UG FR RS Wt SIS CRh Y WO, Wil W e

"I was born © eznd became a U. 5. citizen
through my fath I have been a miner all my life and was foremen for FPea-

body for about sears and other mines. I presently reside a

I have been ermployed by the dne A Goal Company for W
years and presently work nights at the mine I joined the U.K.W.
when 1 first started in as a miner,

] was at Kine A in 1932 when the state went progressive and jeined
the P.L.A. at that time. I was satisfied with the U.M.w. and didn't approve of
the formation of the P.k.A., but I didn't take ary active part in the opposition.

The truth of the matter is that although I paid dues in the F.X.A. I never

actually signed a card for the P.E.A., I have never paid much attention to any

of the union activities, but have slways been more in favor of U.k.w. 1 always
felt there should be only one union in the mines and there wasn't any need for
P.X.A. For a majority of the time I have been at Vine & I have been working

nights, and in view of that fact I have never had much contact with the men at

the mine.

#1 cannot recall dates at all, but we shut down at line A every
spring that FYAN owned Kine 4 so I imagine we also shut down in the spring of
1941. I believe that I received a notice from RIAN to the effect that he had
sold Xine A to ELSHOFF.

"4t about that time there were a lo
~d
-R

——e e Fdoam & Cormom

5 going to happen at Kine A. OSome 8

hat wa
said it would be mined through kKine B,

"I went to a meeting st P.M.A. hall about that time at which time

the meeting seemed to be presided over by I recall that
gave a little talk and suggested that the men take a vote as to what union

they wanted to belong to, When the mine was sold by RYAN I heard that ELSHOFF
had made the remark that he was going to operate Mine A the same as line B. I
think most of the men felt there was a possibility that only U.L.W. men would
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Re: JOHN L. 1LEWIS, ETAL.

72 i "be employed at Mine A. I believe there was a group of
5 or 6 progressives who were members of ancther local,
(continued) who came to that meeting, It was supposed to be only

a meeting of the local st kine A and I think some of
the men resented the fact that these men were coming over to our meeting. when
it was apparent that an argument might arise and maybe a little trouble, I de-
cided to leave the meeting. I didn't attend any other P.K.A. meetings during
this period and did not go. to the meeiing at the Elks Club.

YDuring this entire period I was working as a company employee on a
salary basis so naturally I I didn't pay much attention to the activity of the
men 2t the mine during the days.

*I am quite sure no vote was actually taken at the meeting I
attended as described above, but I hears at a later date that all of the pen
had signed up with United. I believe I signed up with United about a week or
two before the mine opened that f£z11. I was the last engineer to sign up and
to the best of my merory I signed up st the U.L.u. hall. No threats were ever
made against me.

%] have read over this statement of

true to the best of my mcmory.

r -~ mmem s wdebk A e
5 GELD @il nioll w o

Special Agents, F.B.I.
U, S. Deprt. of Justice."

(s12n00) S
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BE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

o B WITH wes interviewsd by Special Agants*
B & very sxclitable perso
and it was diffieu o obtain & ocherent story from him

relative to his knowledge of instant oase. It is believed he would meks &
poor witness. pxecuted the following signed statement:

" Springfield, Iil.
September 16, 1943

"I make the following voluntary statement
to Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of In~
vestigation. No threats or promises have been mede to induce me to make

"] am presently erployed at Mine A and reside at
I was born on and became & U. S. citizen
in abcu I have besn mining coal most of my life and have been &
member of the U.K.W. since about I started working at Mine A in
1940 and had previously joined P.X.A, in 1932, MNost of the men were not
gatisfisd with the U.M.W. and I felt that the P.M.A. should be started so
the men would be satisfied.

"Then I started working at Mine & it didn't seem to me that
the men were satisfied, The officers in the P.M.A., wanted to hold their
office longer than they were supposed to and were not keeping their promises
mede to the men in P.M.,A. I don't believe the men were satisfied with the
way the P.M.A. officers were moting.

"] reonll that the mine shut down in the spring of 1941
and later on in the early fall I got a letter that RYAN had sold Mine A
to ELSHOFF. When I heard that ELSHOFF had bought the mine I also heard
that ELSHOFF was going to close tho mine. I heard that the P.M.A. men
had severn] meetings in the fall of 1941, but I never attended any of
those meetings. I heard that all of our men had turned over to United
at the meeting at the Elks Club, but I don't know any of the details of
those meetings. I don't oare what union I belong to &s long 25 I have &
job. After I hesrd all the men had joined U.MA. I went up te the U.M.N.
hall and signed up with United just & short time before I startsd baok o
work at Mine A in the fall of 1941. I do not know why the men ell joined
U.M.W. but I was not beaten up or threatened.

"I have read over this statement of 2 pages and wish to
state it is trus to the best of my memory.

Witnessess /./ —
T S5

Justioe”
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RE: JOBN L. LEWIS, ET al.

INTERVIEY WITH

Springfield, Illinois, wns intergdewsd
on_Septenbe 1943 Wy Bpeoinl agen‘\:sh
wvos fairly intelligen
but it is believed beocuse of his appearance und domoanor in answoring
qucstions thut ho will bo only o fuir witness. Ho hos boon urrosted on

chuorgos of investipotion., His statomont is as followss

"Springfield, Illinoils
Boptomber 18, 1543

L. » followings vol'mtury stotoncnt to &

whom I xmow to ¢ Speoiunl agents of
tho Fedorcl Burcou of Investigatione Yo throcts or pranises of any
kind hove buen muSe to mee I hovo boen told I nood not mike ony
stotonont und that this statement oun be used in court.

"1 wus vorn 1x (N
T ag ¢ driver cud I huve been working ut

I um now cnployed ot Ifinc “..

this mine sinoo obout fj»t ttcet tine I wus o momber of tho UM,
which wnion troated me O.K. I boounc dissctisfiod 4in 1832 with the
U.M.7e und wes in favor of the change to the Progrossive Mine Workers.
1 woce o menber of P47 until 1941 and I wus satisfiod with this union
all the timo I belonged to ite I would be o nombor yet if the looel

hadnft chungede.

I!I’

"I first heard about tho sule of Mino "™." to ELSHOFF whon I
recooived & lotter fram BILL RV in which he stuted thot ho h.d sold the
minc and thut I wus no longer an cmployco of HMino ™"« Yhon I got this
lotter I thought I w.s cut of & job tnd thet I would huve to find cnother

JOb.

%I did not uttond any of the spocicl meotings held by tho

omployocs of Mine "." to decide whot to dos I first found out thut
the loocal hed swung ovor tc UMT when I got o lotter from

tolling me that if I wantod ry job I hud botter oonc out thore

and sign up with Y1, thot it wouldn't oost me unythings I wus

one of the 168t non to sign up whish I did at tho United Minc Vorkors
B:1l, If I hud my own woy Itd still bo u monber of the Pudlldle bootuso

the PJI.7 hus morc respoct for the wishes of the runk und file und bescause
Bf1 ia o moro domoorctio orginizutiune Puille tlso provides bottor '
working eonditionss *
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2Es JOEN L. LEVIS, ET sle

"1 mvo rend the within stotencnt eun=

ERVIET WITH
sisting of two pages und it is oll £TU0e
{ncntinue

wi;tnosends

ugcnts, FtBoI-

Speeinsl
14, T1linoise"

springfic
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ERVIEY WITH ... :
Boringfi

.’ (' .

RE¢ JOBN L, LEWIS, ET AL.
¥

1I01li0WE2

fSpringficld, Illinois
bcptumbor 18, 1543

"I, B-oringfiocld,
T1linois do muke tho following wvoeluntoly statement to
whan I know tc be Bpeoiul apgents of

ths cheru! Burctu o! Invostigctions No threuts or pramises of any

kind hove boon mude to me; I heve boen told I ncod not mtke any
stotement tnd that this stutomont con be usod in courte

"I wug born mm I cntored the
Tnitcd Stotes in - I beoume O noturolizced catizon of thoe Unitod

States ut Springficld, Illinois in

"I begen working in the minos in - joining the Unitod
Mino Workers. I revor held any officc im ony union. I um prosontly
cmployed ot Mine "AM s a Track layere I was first cmployod ot Mine
“" i I joincd the Progrossivo Workors Union in 1932 boouuso
the majority joineds I wus sutisfiod with eonditiocns undor und in
both tho Unitod Minc Workers cnd tho Progrossive Mine lorkers Unionse
It doosn't nuke uny differonec tc nmo which union I bolong toe

"I first hcurd cbout tho snlo of Hino "a" by rocoiving &

lettor fraz Mre. BILL RY.N telling nme ho hud sold the minee I thought
moybe I would losc my job bootusc I know ELSHOFF fovored the United
Mine Yiorkerse I did not heur any runors thot ELSHOFF wus going to
shut Aown ine "a" cr w.s zoing to hoist ocul cut through Minc "B
I don't romcnber attending uny of tho meotings of the employoos of
Minc "a"™ ot which it wos dooidod to join tho U.fle I signed up with
U7 at tho United Hinc Workors Buildings I un not in fuvor of one

union ovar the othor.

"] mave beon reed this stutenont oonsisting of two prgos tnd

e 2 _ 79 [ S
A% 15 LIl LIuva

Titncss

Socoiul ngents, FBI,, 8pringficld, 111."
- 410 «
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168, 1943 by Special agents—nnd E
nd difficulty with the languuage and
1L 15 policved thaet he will mako only & fair witnesss He has no oriminal
roeord out the filo Springfield Field Offioo disolosc that he
His stutoment is os
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HE: JOHW L, LE.IS, ET AlL.

iN‘I‘ER‘.’IEn WITH
- mu;wus;h
vt.8 cocperative it 1s not peliove t he wculd make a gocd vrl!ness ﬂ!-

mach as he wus oway from Line "4% during the poriod when the men switched
from P& te Uik, has no knewn erininal record.

NLOL wieveem we 4

wWL.S

The fcllowing signod statement woa cbtained frcm—

"Springfield, Ill.
September 14, 1943.

, 8priupfield, I1l, do .

e TrLem A b S, .
inl hove becn mado to cousc me to make this

K¢ threats or promise
stotenent,

"I vas burn in end emigroted to U.S8,.
in I 1 cloin citi zenship through my step father whe wos neturalized
wvhen I was aboutfverrs old. I first started working in the nincs ebout

joining ULy ot that time. 1 started et line 4 in 1940, 'when I
startcd ot liine A i was clroady a nowber of P.l.4. having jcined et Panther
Crcek #2 in 1932, I wes in faver cf the new Frogressive Union and stuck

' P - <. ——————
cut of wurk for four ycars op account of it. I om ot S

“I feund ouvt sbecut the scle ~f llimo & when I got a latter fram
seyins thet he hed sold the nmine end that I was reloascd. 4t the

ot this lottaor I wmas workiry at Punther Creek #2 sc I didn't werry
sbout my jcb et Linc 4. Bofore kr.Ryen scld the mine I folt that Mr.
and P4 were gettine alons smuothly. 4bout the time of the sale of
inc 4 I den't recall any crganizers conthcting mo and trying to get me to
in W 4. I reesll hooring thot if the Line 4 men didn't join @5 that

‘r. Elsh=ff was pcing to hoist Line 4 coel through Eine B,

z° ek
1.
o m
N1
B b

B¢

A
[

pie

Y] 3idn't sttend any of the neotinsgs whero the PMA or its Mine
4 mimers discusse? the srnle cf linc & cr telked abcut switching Union
affilicticns, I weas working et Panther Creek #2 «nd building my present
hene At the time and didn't have time to attend the rwotings.

"Tho day Minc & rcepened Jeck Kecrs the Bupt. otme after me to

fo to work, I wont out therc ond had to jein UNIA defore I could go Yo
A

L]
: ould rather hove remeinod Progressive but T necded the job so I
joined WM.

"I have rocd the sbove 13 papes of voluntary statenonts nado by

- 411 -
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RE: JOHN L. LEGIS, ET AL.

ii‘iERVIE“& —I1TH me. They are true and correct,
(continucd) —
@) S

witnessc s

————
W, :-c:::. icont, L.
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S  :c v:s entirely cooperative and

Re: JOWN L. LE#Is, BT AL,

DI TERVIEA #ITH d on September 17,

TIVS e e Ty

.LJ-.L.I.UU.LQ, UJ Uycua.r-ll

, nd
. I
dvised that no one had approacE!

him concerning this investigation. e appeared to be more intelligent
than the average miner ard an honest and reliable person. It is believed
that ir the event it is felt his testimony will be of value that he will

be found to be a good and willing witness. .
.

Sept, 17, 1943

"T , give the following irformation to

, who arz known to me to be Spec. Agts. of the F,B.I. No
threats or promises have bzen made me to procure thig statement, I am
ved 2t aine A and have bcen there for the past s. I was born

I came to U.5. in nd became a
citizen about ir opring , 1il., In 1G32 when the local at kidne A went
to the P,X.a, I wartod to go with them, now I would rather be with U.M.W.
as there arc very few P.M.A, mines and if I had to get another job it would
he hard if I was with P.Y.A. In 1941 I read in the papers that Elshoff
was taking over aire 'A', I also heard this from the men. I felt when I
hzard this that I vould have to go to U.K.w. or I would have no job. From
1932 to 1941 I was satisficd with the Progressives, they always treated me
pretty fair, Ko one came to see me about going back to U.M.W. Lhey were
going some places but they never came to mine, 4t the time Elshoff bought
Mine A I heard they might take coal from Mine A through ¥ine B this was
just talk, 1 felt if that happened I would be out of s job. There were
some guys in the P,M,a. who vorked at Mine & who said that if we dont

go to U.M.e. the minc will not reopen. I fizgered that if I didn't Join
the U, ¥, W, I would loocse my job forever. :

"I attended rmeetings at P.M.A, Hall where some men wanted to go
to U.M.W. and som:c wanted to stay, I saw trouble was coming so I left
I saw a fight in the street but I'was across the street then. Some
fellow in owr minz nared M@0t beat up, they tore his shirt off. They
elcctcd a committoe while ] Was there and they went down to make a phone
call and that's when the fight started, I dont know who caused the trouble.

"I also went to 3 meeting 2t Redman's Hall T heard of this from
the other men. fhe purpose was to s2e¢ if we Were going back to U.EW,
The majority at this mectirg voted to go back. This was an omn vote,
Léammdson did riot tilk 2t that meeting. This was not a regular P.M.A.

meeting the local officers were not there.

- 415 ~
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Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL,

mevia. WITH
ontinue

decide whiéther or rot we wanted Edmundson to come down to talk to us, -
“1s in charge of this mesting. Rdmundson made a spcech and a

ot ol questions were asked, he told us if we came back we would not have

to p2y any fee and there WOﬁIH be no discrimination agairst us. I voted to

go back, bccause I needed my job and felt I had to to keep it, 1 was

net a merber of any committee and did not go from the Elks meeting to

Edmundson or Elshoffs office nor did I go to the Leland Hotcl, There

did not stem to be any divided groups at these meetings it just seemed

like a bunch of men tryirg to fizger what to do. -

"I went to the meeting at the Elks Club a bunch
of fellows asked me to go down and I went. we voted
before Edmumnson came down_ As I recall the vote wis to

“3ince 1941 when the U il.w, came back things have becn a little
better but I think this is because of the shortags of men, otherwise
things aro zbout the same.

T have had agent Y read to me this statement which is

written on this and tvo other paacs, It is 211 truc to the best of
my knowledge arnd belicf. 1 am signing this of my owmn frce will as it is

all true.
signed: SRR,

Maitnesses:

Special agent F,B.1.
Springfield, Ill,
Sept. 17, 1943
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RE: JORN L. LETIS, ET 4L.
% Springficld, Illinois, ﬁi iiiii”ewe hisl
home by Special &ge and

* wes cooperctive but it is not bolioved
thot he would mowe & £ood witness boceusc of hie lack of knowlodge of im-

portant cvents in the Mine Acose. hes no knovn criminel record,
Ee furnished the following sigred stetement:

"Springficld, Ill.
September 14, 1943,

, Springfield, Ill.

stctement to Bpeciel Agents
cf the Fodorul Burcou of Investigation.
¥o thrects or promisius he cen madc to ccusc me to moke this statemont,

"I wes born I first
sterted working in the minos abou joining Uith at thet time. 1 have

never hold &n officc in any union. 1 am presently unemployed having quit
out =t Minc & SBept. 7, 1943,

"I started to vork at Mine & Socpt. 1, 1935, chenging over to the
PLA at that time. I had been out of work for 3 ycors rnd 8 months and
wented & job. I didn't cere which union I belonged to. I was working at
Pcebody #53 when PIU was formed. I took no asctive part in either umion
end herdly ever attended o union meeting. During the above mentioned
poriod that I was out of work I stayed sway from the mines because I didn't
want to got inte cny trouble.

"] wcs employed ct Mine & os u mointenance man at the timc Mr.
Elshoff bought it. '»¢ were not working ot thet timc however, I just
heard about the selc from the newspaper. Then I reed sbout the scle I
figured thut I'd have to chonge over to BlNA to hold my job as Mr.
Elshoff's Mine B was Ui,

“So far &5 I kiew the PUA cnd Er, Ryon were getting along fine
et the time of stle.

"I wes ncver approached by any organizers and asked to join Wh.

"I nevor heerd any rumors that Yr. Elshoff wue going to operste
Mine A thraugh Mine B 6r-that ho would open Mine A on the condition that
Hine A employeces join Ukirnk.

"I have no knowledge of any PlA meetings where the sale of Minve
A wes discussed, snd I never attended any meeting at the Elks Club where
RiA voted to Join Whiths The first time I imew about Mine A going to open



- — e ittt

Res  JOHN L. LEAIS. wT AL,

)

.

ITERVIE: ©.1TH VLA was when I got r newi.e .~ ~emc Dack to
% work. I did roturn to my semc job, but had to
{continued) join Wd. I didn't carc which union I belonged
to 80 long os I wes working asgoin.

“I have rced the above 1 3/4 poges of voluntary statements made

by me. The scmoe arc truc and corrcct.
/o/

8pecicl agents, F.B.I
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RE; JOHN L. LEWIS, ETLL

Illinoi nt owod by
an on

INTERVIE. ?\'Iii
Scptember 18, 1943. s intolligont but not ovorly

cocporative. It is not baoliovod thet ho wou mko & gocd witnoss bocauso of
his ottitulo. Ho disclaimod ony oriminal rocord. His statomont is cs

follows:
" i
- Soptembor 18, 1943
"1, Illineis, do mako tho follow-
ing voluntary statomoat to whon
I know tc bo Spocial Agents of tho Fodorul Burocou ol Invesvlpation. No

throonts or promisos of any kind hove boon mado to mog I hovo boon told I nood
n:t mako any statonort, and that this statomont oan bo uscd in Court.

Spocinl Agents

nt Mino "A" 4in 1937 and am &till amployod
At thot time I bolongod to
I hovo boon
ors of local $7840.

"I wos omplzycd

thoro
the Prosrossivo Ming W@
oloctod tc my pesition

y follow m

"I was 0 momber of the Progrossive Mino Werkors union from
1937 uptil Scptombor 1941 and I was sctisfiod with tho unien.

"I first hocrd of tho solc of Mino “A" tc ELSHOFF by roading
gbeut it in tho nowspepor. I thouzht that I was probably out of o job ogoirn.

"1 didn't attond cny of tho mootings ot which tho minora
considorod whothor or mot thoy should go ovor to the Unitod Mino Workors.
vthhan I road in tho papor that tho mon hnd docidod o go owver, I wont boeok Lo
tho minc and joinoed tho ULl thoro.

"I havo cbsorvod thet brth tha Progrossive Minoe Workars end
tho Unitod Mine Yorkors unions aro about tho samo and I havo ne proforonoo
for dodthor,

"I havo rood tho within statomont oonsisting of ono and & half
pegos ond it is all truc. .

// .

WITHESSED:

Spooinl sgonts, FBI
h I1linois"
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RE» JOHII Lo L»E:-.IS, ET AL-

pezoz S <l
w ficld, Illinois, waes interviewed at his home

8pecitl %enmnd * ,
mms very cooperctive fnd mppoared to have & falr
wlcar. of the Line & situation, especially cf tho meeting at the Elks

Club cn feptenler 14, 1941, However 4 would meko &
¢ocd witness buceause cf

when he is trolking.
the fellowing sirmed statements

o5 no knéwn criminal rocord, Ho furnished

"Springficld, Ill.
Beptember 14, 1943.

, Bpringficld, I11, dc
¢ folicwin~ statcment to H
Spocirl Apents of the Federal bureeu of Investigation.
reets cr promiscs of any kind have boen made to cruse me to moke this

statement,

volunterd

I cam to America

“I wos born in e
in - rnd wes noturaligel in started werking
ivericy in JJJJorincing ry international unien cerd with me and jeining

4n the mines in
Widie I hove never held orn office ir any unicn. 1 en prescrtly employed
ot iinc L Chock #184, starting zbeout

"] felt thet the now Progressive Union wes a bonn fide union as
you cculd vete for yeur checiee which you ceuldn't do in Wiih.

"I recull potting notice in the mail <f a relense from Ryan's
employment since he hai 8214 the Kine & to Xr. Elsheff, when I got that
nctice I roalized that rmy "breed & butter® was at stake and mew thet 1
wculd hove to jein UWIW. to keep my jcbe Before kKr. Ryan scld illinc A to Wr.
Elshoff we were getting elenp finc under the PALL union., we ell lost our .
vacation pay ancunting to $20.00 beceuse of the salo.

"l was ncver pppreeched by eny orpenizers end asked to join Wihid.
Iy changing from B4 to Ulih was dune cf my ovn freo will, but I knew that
I hal to chenge ¢r losc ny job. '

*There were runcrs going eround at this time tc the offoct that
tir, ELSHOFF wrs poing tc werk ¥ine 4 through Mine B, and also the line 4
wouldn't open unless all c¢f the men jcinod TTih. Those rumers did not
cause mc to chenge unicns as I knew it would be hard to work Kine A through
Yinc B beccuse the cars wers differont sizes. ;

' 7 "I attended o mecting ot Redmon's Hall in Springfield, ‘
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RE: JOHN L. LEGIS, ET 4Ll.

ERVIZL . qwus in chorge ond he scid that beccusc there wns
a 1ot of cld miners ct Mino & we wculd lose cur jobs
continued) unlcss we joined MidA. &t this meeting a cormittee

was sclected to talk to lr.Elshoff. when the ;
Cormittec snw Kr, Elshcff he scid that if they would affiliete with U
we cculd all g back tc wirk with no discriminaticn. & had the meeting
et Relmans H:1l bocsuse it wes & meutral place snd we wouldn't hive any
triublc.

"lator we had a meeting at tho Elks Club end I rcmember pitch-
in; in & dime, eech, to puy for the hell. — was pnleo in charge
of thet mectinz. &t this mectiny we nll sizned a veucher vhich mado us e
member of Ui, Ry Ednorndson of Uiy spoke before we signed tho vcuchers.
saying there weuld be no discrimirvetion wndl thet we would heve all the
richts & priviliges of the crienization (WIhid). 4ifter ir. Edmondson left
we turned in these vouchers to Leec Ersell, Atty. for T4, end ancther man,
whem I belicve was Eimerndsen's private Bceretary. He was a nctary publice.
The above meeting vas on 8urdey and we went boack to werk the next doy
wnder Ut.ib,

"I recall Xr. Ednondsen scying in his telk thet if wo would
jein WL he would securc authirizntion from Mre Elsheff for us to pgo back
tc werk bef.re sunrise, that is he would get permissicn for us to return
tc work befure sunrise although we wouldn't roturn until the resular time.

"I heve had the rbove statemcnt consisting cf 2 3/4 pnges read
tc me by Agent _ The sem¢ is true and correct,

)
Titnosseds
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INTERVIEY WITH was interviewed at his resideme,*
— Springfield, Illinois, on September 12,
1943, by Spacial Apents
was born in came > unite
SLIAtEes and beceme 8 ) atcs oitizen in He sposks with

an socent put understands Euglish well cnd can express himself well, He
is slow and methodical, but it is believed he would make a satisfactory
nitness. i} is nov cmployod at Wino A" and advises he has mever been

arrested,

The following statoment vins obtnined from NG

"Springficld, Ill.
Sept. 12, 1943

"I, Springficld, Ill,, make the following
voluntery statcment to Ln * vhom 1 know to be
Spreial Agents of the Fader. of Invcstagition. make it without

"l was born in , wnd cam¢ to the U, S, in -
I bocam: 2 U. 8. citizen in Springficld in

"] startcd working in coal zmines in the U, 8. in Springficld, Ill.,
in at which time I was & mrmber of the United Mine Workers of Americe
Union. 1 startcsd working-at the Minc A" in Springficld, in about
Ir 1932 our cntire TWW local wont over to the Progressive Minc Workers o

srica Unior, and I bccame ¢ mumber of FMA. 1 joinod PMA becausc they
obtaincd o contract with ths company opareting Finc "A™ ond I wantcd to go
back %o work., I was not forecd in say way te Join PHA,

"] remaincd @ PMA until Mine MA® was sold in 1941, From 1932 to
1941 I thought PUA vas opcrated as sn honcst unien and I thought the officials
were honest. I nover noticed any unusual 28sessmonts and no one in any way
tried to got me to join UMY, There were no labor disputos, gtrikes, close

J- SR S
- nz th riod of timo,

®In the Spring of 1941 Minc "A™ closed down due to the usual slack
period of that time of ycar. In about August of 1841 we rcad that Elshoff
hed purchased ¥ine "A" from Rysn. Thc fseling omong the men then became
that they would have the samo trouble which the men ot Mino "B" had, with
the TMY. Yo thought the company could pull the corl from Mine "A* thru
Mine "B" and wo thought the company would do this, Thercfore, if we wanted
to work at Yina "B" which would really be operating Mine "A" we would havo

to Jjoin TMAW,
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Re: JOEN L, I-IE‘ITIS’ ET AL

FTTRYIFW WITH "The first time this entiro motter wes discussed by FMA
H was the night wo found out thot the Mine "A™ had boen
continue g0ld, and this wnes on the same night as the regular FHA
meoting. A special FUA mceting was thon held at PMA hall
to hear the Pit Committect!s report, and 1 was present. The committoe roported
only onc or two mcn working at Mine “A%, At this meeting o committce of
six was elected to scc Elshoff but they could not reach him by tolephone and
anothor committee of six wes eloctcd to see Falecetti, about three or four
of this committce boing the samc es the first committse,
I was prascnt when ve tried to locate Elshoff and couldn't, and we wen ack
to the meeting and reported we couldn't locate Elshoff, Wo had intended
to discuss the intontions of his to open the mine and how he wos going to
operate it, Th: mext morning the comitice, only five going, went to
inc "B™ to sce Folectti, 2nd we went to osk hir whet thoy vere going to
do zbout operating Minc A", Falcetti s-id ther¢ werc only two choices,
that if the men cidn't 7o back to Yinc "A", they would hove to pull the coal
thru Minc "B".

"I had been reoiing 'The Frograssive Miner', the PMA paper, and
hed rrad about a2 situstion in Kenmtucky where the Wational Labor Relations
Boord handc@ down a deecision that if s company is opeorating ¢ mince under a
ccrtsin unicn and thit eompany purchoscs other mincs, those other mines also
h=é¢ tc be oparated under that cortiin union. I beolieved that decision wos
binding in our casc, 2uc¢ s8> I thought that the only two choicer for us was
cithor to join UMT to operate *ine "AM or Minc “A™ would be operated thru
Jinc "B,

"Our cormitto. then reported back to Fih at a PUA meeting. We worce
then instructcd by FIA to sec Edmuadson to sce what the chonces wore for us
to go over to M, Te saw Edmundsor, wnd ip answer to o direct question
frem me, he said we could comec into UMT as/ﬁ%tonomous group and not have to
poy initiation fsese T belioved thero would be no trouble to change to UMW,

".t the last mooting held in PMA hall,—rcquested ne
t= mzke an annocuncemernt that thors would be o speciol meeting nt Redmon's
Eall the following Fridey. It wus ot this moeting thot the commitiee had
recported what Edmundson had said,

"It was thon moved that a spocial meeting be held the following
Sunday at the Llk's Club to deccide on our coursc. At that mceting tho
committee reported on all things vhich had happenod for tho beoncfit of those
mcn who had not been at the other moetinge when the committceo had reported,
There were 200 men at that mecting, A motion was mode for these men to join
A and it was adopted with one dissenting vate, ¥No one talked at thnt
meeting, excont the committec, until zftcr the votirng to go to UMV had taken
place - and until after the clection of »fficers and comitteemen,

- 421 -




L

»

‘Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

N T J'ITH was elected president and he asked the men Af they
wantcd to hear Edmundson, and then appointed a committoe
{continuod) to got Timuadson., Edmundson then talked, but I oonnot

rchﬂbcr vhat ho said, and thon he invited oll officers
rnd cormmittermen tc UL headquartors.

"I feol certain thoro was no physical forco of amy kind usod to
mks these men change from PMA to UMN. I feel 1t was Just o situation
vhich arose over which the men had no control, and they changed to TMW
becauss they dié not want to lose their jobs.

"1 have haog this statement of five pages read to.me end it is true
an”? earrcet to the best of my knowledge,

"This statemcat was road %o _at his rcsidenco and he
odmitted everythins iu it wos truc and corrcev. He stated that if the samo
questions were askcd him under oath os 2 witncss, his answers would be the
geme a8 in this statomente Yo statzc the information given in this stote-

ment would be givon by him any time he wos asked for it, but he refused to
aign his none.

Speeial Agent, F.B,I. (signed)
5pecis) Agent, F.B.I," (sizncd)




:
;

L o * .“"'

REs JOHN L. LBVIS, ET AL,

DiTERULEL 1T R
Springfield, Ill., was erviewed ot his hame an

—— Segtamber 14| 1942 by Bpeooinl iygents

L R e
stond Evglish nnd ho wos unable to understund the questions tskod,
trerofore 4 oompleto statement oould net be obtuinod.

_'_'____ furnishcd the following stutoment,

uoted &s interproter in obtcining the atctoment sov

forth bolow.
"Springficld, Ill.,

[P T
Scptembor 14, 19434

"I, Soring-
ficld, Ill., mcke the following voluntury stutonmeat to
whom I know to be Bpeoinl agents o redert

S ——
Burecu of Investigution, mo foroc, threats or proamises huve buon mude
in obtuining this stutoment und I know thot whut I moy sy mey bo usod

in o court of law.

codgritod to

"I wus born i

8 U,Se J.n_nd becumo & nubureli
in Springficld, Illa

now employed ot Mine "." es c diggores

"1 om unublo to speak und undorstond Inglish sufficioently
derstund ond cnswer questionge

0

"] huve had this statomont oonsisting of ono page roud %o
ne &nd it is truc and corroots

"fitnessodg~

mcoml ngcent=FeBel.
Spueiul sagont, FeB.1,"
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

TNTERVIEY WITH
Illino} w

hgent an
—was cooperative but it is not believed that he would make a
good witness because of his lack owledge of pertinent facts and
events in the Mirne “A" deal. has no known criminal record.
He furnished the following signed statement,

I11.
September 17, 1943

"I, I11., do voluntarily
iive the iiilow1ni statement to Special Agent and

¥o threats or promises have been made to cause me

to nake this statement, and I know that it may be used in court.

- v som 2t AN - ot
: in the mines in joining Uli4 at that time, started at Mine A in

and have workec there cortinually since. I am presently employed
as a driver. .

“] was at Mine s when the whole group joired up with FMA in
1932. I thought PMA was alright.

*I learned about the sale of Mine A through a letter from
}r, Ryan, when 1 got that letter I thought 'there goes my Job'. .

] didn't hear any talk to the effect that Mine A wouldn't open
wmnless all the mirers joined Uil/A or that ir, Elshoff was geing to work
kins A through Mine B, .

"They hac a meetinrg at P4n Headquarters to discuss this situation
and it erded in a dispute and a couple of men got beat up. After that the
¥ine A men held another meeting at Redmans Hall, but I never attended
that meeting. I also heard about the meeting at the Elks Club where
the nen switched over but I didn't go to it.

"] returnad to Kine A the day it opened and signed up UMiA.
‘here was no work that first cday because some of the men were undecided
or didn't know about the change, I would rather have rerained P¥A but I
had to join UA to keep my job and I needed my job. I noticed that
the miners got more docks under UlA than wnder PMa. The present policy
is if you load 6 cars you don't get any docks.

"I have read the above statement consisting of 1% pages., The
same is true and correct. -

o -/ A
g Miitnessed: ‘

Smcml Agen‘bS, oB.I-, ‘, - 424 -

Springfield, 111,

e e e e e g o

P——

e mmg v

i g - v . - ——— -



[ — R SV -

Re: JOEG! L. LBIS, ET AL

Apents and

?xad difficult@Pin under 11g questions propounded to him an
is believed that he vill make & poor witneas. He disclainms any eriminal

record, His statement is as follows:

ER/TW V.ITH On September 15, 1943
- Springfield, I1linois was interview

wSprinpfield, Illinois
September 15, 1943

"I, Springfield, Illinois do
make the folleiting voluntary statement t

- S, .o I imov to be Special Arents of the Federal Lureau o
vestipation., Ko threats or nromises have been made to me; I have been
told T need not make am statcoent and that any stotement I do make can be

used in court.

T was bhom in I became a naturalized
citizen of tha United Stetes in I staried vork at Ilfine "A" in about
and at that time I belonzed to the United lUine Torkers. I have been
vorkinz at lnc "A" cver since. I have never held any office in amy
union. Pripr to 1932 I vas satasfied with with the U.ilLl.. and I didn't
care mch vhether the mine changed over to the Progressive Mine Y.orkers in
1932, After 1932 I vas satisfied with the P,M.A. union. .

1 knov that lir., Zlshof bought Minc "A® but I don't know when or
vhy., Reither do I know viY the miners switched over to the United Mine -
T.orkers. I did not attund anr of the meetings at vhich this was discuszed
and I took no part in the svitching of the unions.

"T havc been read this statcment consisting of one and a

fraction pages and it is all true.
(ss5e4) QU

Titnessed:

Special Agents, F.B.I.
Springficld, Illinois®
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ETal.

Special Age and
stated he did not heve & criminal record, & uneble to spesk
Fuglish very vwoll end would make & poor witness.

£ TERVIE” UITH _ Springfield, Illinois
was interviewed at his home on Sep embii iS! 1943 by

G rishec the following statements

*Springfield, Ill.
Septerber 16, 1943

"I, rinpfield, Illineid
meke the following voluntery stetement to and
whom I know to be Srecial hgents of the Federal Buresu of Investigation. °

force, threate, or premises have been mede in obtaining this stetement and I
know that what I mey sey mey be used in & court of lew,

s e vors QY =i isi t e
TUeSe m- and I beseme & ne-uralized citizon o e UsDe in-

"I was erployed gt Mine 4 in -as & digger and I stopped working
at ¥ine A4 in 1942 because the air was bad in the mine. _

"I am nov employed at Panther Creek ¥ine #5, Springfield, Ill. as
e mcmber of I.K.h.

%] bocams & membor of Ul W. in-and I remained & member until
1932 at which time I chenged to P.l.i. because my local U.llT. union changed
£0 Felinhe FOr some unknown recson,.

"] rend in the newspaper in about Sept. 1941 that ELSHOFF bought
Mine Lo I thought at thut time that ELSHOFF would operate line 4 as en U.M.W.
mine 66 he operated Yine B &g U.M.W,

“prior to the timc ELCHOFF bought Yine A the employees were setisfied
with Pelieiis I thought P.¥,/s was o good union, but it made no difforence to
me whother I wee ¢ momber of UslieW. or P.M.i.. &g both unions are cbout the
BOMG e

®ibout two or threec deys nftor ELGHOFF bought Mine A I attended a
mesting at P.ll.i. he also attendod snother meeting at Peleis hall e
few days lators &told mo cbout these meetings. * ‘
wae in charge of thosc moetings. * spoke and so did several other
porsons, the names of vhém I do not know, I do not romembor what went on
%_ ' at thesc meetings, but someonc mede tho stotemont thot if ths employees of

Yine &4 cdid pot join U.M.¥. ELSHOFF would not open tho mines, 1 decided at
this time to jein U.K.T. o ne to keep my job.
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Re: JOHN 1. LEWIS, ETAL.

TMTTTVTT CTTU NA frouw Aawre afdaw &ba T W A mootinge atin
Lo d L T WA W

INTELVIE., 3ITH A 1€W G3ys ailelrl lac p.ane MECLINES I cttended 2 me tF=4
# at, Recoon Ha1l. QMM = in chgrge of this
continued) meeting and he requested me to attend. thade the :
statement at this meeting that “"Line A" co be
operated through Xine "E"; that ELSEOFF informed him that if the ermployges
of Mine & did not join U. l....'.'. he would operate Mine A through Mine B. H
also stated the ermployees of Mine A should join U.lL.U. so that they could g

to work. I do not remember what else went on at this meeting.

"I also attendsd a meeting at the Elks Club on s Sunday in 1941,
was in chrrge of this meeting snd again made the statement that
if the employees of Line 4 did not join U.L.W. Kine A would not open. A vote

was taken and all present voted te join U.L.W. I voted to join U.K.W. so that
I could go to work at line A. After the vote EDLOHSON of U.l.W. welcomed us
into U.LLW, I joined U.2.W. that dey. I dicd not go to the U.H.w. meeting

that day.

MConditions at X¥ine A were the szme under U.M.W. as they were under
L A 4

UNo V.k.w. organizer attempted to get me to join U.L.W.

"I do not see any difference between U.!.W. and P.V.A. as both
unions are about the same.

"I have had this stiaterent consisting of four pages read to me
and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

(signed) NSNS

w ITWE H
s Special Agent, F.BE.I.
Special Agent, F.B.I.Y

o
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Re: JOHN L. IEWIS, ETAL.
S . :incficld, Dlinois,
t his residence by Special Agents

INTERVIEY WITH
was interview
on Sepkember 16, 194

resently employed as & digger at kine is residence telephone is
H speaks English poorly and understands very little English,
angd ne wou.c make a very poor witness. He advised he had never been arrested.
"Springfield, Iil. N
Sept. 16, 1943.

uI, , Springfield, Ill. make
the following voluntary statement to a hom
I know to be Special Agents of the Fedaral Eureau of Investigation. I make it
without fear of threat, force, and pronise of any kind.

field; 8
U.5. in
cltizen in I started to work in Llne VAT I was a member
of the U.M.V. 2t that time. In 1532 I joined the P.X.A., but I do not know why
except because the rest of the men did and I did not want to lose my job. '

"In about Sept. of 1941 I got a letter from RYAN telling me he had
s0ld Xine ‘A' to ELSHCFF. I did not think much about it, but at the next F.M.A
meeting we were all tzlking about whether ELSHOFF would open ¥ine 'A'. We told

our pit committee to see ELSHOFF and ask him if he was going to open Mine "A'

and at another meeting which I think was at Rgdmen Hall, the committee told us
that ELSHOFF said if we went U.LK.W. he would open Mine 'A' I also heard that
ELSHOFF would haul coal thru Mine 'B' from ¥ine 'A' if Mine 'A' would not go
U.M.[i. No one ever told me I rad to join U.X.W., and no one ever forced me to,
but I knew I had to join U.LLW. to get my job at Xine 'A'. I may have gone to
a meeting at the Elks Club on a Sunday when the men voted to go U.M.W, but I
cannot remember. I had been at a wedding for two cdays and had pretiy much to
drink. I cannot remember when I joined U.K.W, but I think it was at the U.X.W,
hall.

"J4 makes no difference to me if I am with U.M.W. or P.XK.A,

#T cannot understand English well. This statement of two pages has
been read to me and it is trve and correct to the best of my knowledge.

(signed) —
WITNESSES ¢
Special Agent, F.B.I.
Special Agent, F.B.I.™
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

princficld, Illinois, w:s interviewsd at

on September 15, 1943 by Snecial Agents
stated hc did not have 2.criminal
ish angd wy.ld make & f2ir witness

his home

r:eord, s ~bls 1o smea i
nlthough Lz uas little information.

The foliowing is the sipnod statement exccuted by—

“Springfield, Illinyls
Senterbar 15, 1943

w7
“3

T11., robe the follo ng volunbtary surtursnb Lo “
whi T knose a0 be Specisl Agears of 4te Federwl Buresu of Investi-

cetion. No force, tari:ts or promis:c havs becn radc in obtzining this
statzment an? I know that vhat I may sz2y my be ussd in a court of law.

"7 beeame a merbor of U0 in in I1l, and I remzined a
member of that union until 1932, at wiich tipe I changed to PMi bocause
my local 17 waion cianged to Fid.

*I wis coployed ot JHnc Bat in _—:bout-and I anot the
presant timz working 2t ldnc "." as a driver, i

"Ir Szpt. 1941 I rend in ths newspzper thot Zlsheff bought
Mne "A" fram Ryan. &t that tize I thought Elshalf would operate Kine "an
just as it w-s operatid by Ryon, undur Pha.

"Prior 45 the time Elshaff bouzht fine "a' the smployecs seened
satisficd with Fila. I thovght PHA vws a paod union boeins operated for its
meabers, bub it made n~ differonee t9 me whother T an a member of UMa or
.. I nover took an azctive part in z2ny uniosn 2nd I have never been an
sfficer >f a union.

"I 4i¢ nrt hear any runcrs thot iine "A" coculd be oporated through
iine "B,

%5 wll as I can romamber I 3ok 1 trip away from Springfield
imnedi-tely after Elshoff bought lina "i", therafore, I ¢id not attemd
any mectings of Pil concurning the operation of Xine ™A™ znd I did not
hear any rumors concerning the oporation »f Hine "i". I was out of Spring-
field when mectings werc held a2t Redmon Hall and the Elks Club in Sept.
1641 and I do not have any information conccming these mectings.
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g
:
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Ef-‘.

fa few days before Einc "A™ cponed in Sepu. an.,
d told me that all the empleyecs at Kine "o
vere joining ML and if I wanted to work at kine mAn
. I would have to Join UMD, T dmesdiatcly went to

the Ui orilding and joaned Ui so that I would work at Mine VA", It made
n> diffir.ncc t- ne that I vas changing from FHa to TMT or not,

¢ sntinued)

"I can sc2 n> difference in tha operation of Kine ™A™ under
M7 than it was under Pila.

Ny sne why was ~n 250 ormoaizer attempted te zot me to 3sin
UL, I Joined at my om frec will so thrt I could work at Hne %",

et

"1 have hal tiis staztement corslisting of three pages rend 4o
g and 1% ic true »n? corrzet to the bast 5f p- Tmiveledne,
oy 2

/s/ N

dtnesssdse—
Spocizl apzat FEI
pscial Jdyrent, F.B.IN

ja)
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RE: JOHN L, LELIS, ET 4L.

INTERVIE.. ~4ITH *
— field, Illincis, was interviewed at hig homo
September 18, 1943, by Special agonts h
F S stotod he did not havoe a crininal records
is sble tc speak and undcrstand English, but wovld not meke e gocd
government witnoss as ho was not very cooperetive inm furnighing informatiom
during the interview, -

Bpring=-
on

SN - -ished the following signed statements

" "Springficld, Ill.
. September 18, 1943,

"I,

I11., moke the feilcwing voluntary stctement to
whom I know to be Special agents of the Federa

gation; no fcree, threats or promises have been nade in cbtaining this
statement and I know that whet I mey say may be used in a ccurt of law.

*1 wes vorn -

"I am emplcycd at Hi' ne "4" as & car blocker and I heve been em-

ployed ot Kire ®4" since about

] beocame & member of Wi in cbout fJicnd I remoined in that
unicn until 1932 at which time I jcined FiliA because my W local chenged
to Fila for scme unknovm reason.

"] recd in the newspasper in about Scpt. 1941, that Elshoff
pap ?

beught Mine ®i". I thought et thet time thet Kine A" would operate as

alwvays under FlA.

"Prior to the time Elshoff bought Mine ®a™ the employees were
sztisfied with Pilh. I thought Pk was a gocd union, but it made no
difference tc me whether I wes & member of PM4 or W, I took mo interest
in union activities.

"1 Aid not hear anyone scy that Eine "4™ could be operated
through Mine "B" nor did I hear anyone say that Elshoff would not operate
Kine ®"A" unlees the employees join Wi,

"I attended the meeting st tho Elks Club on & Sundey in Sept.
1941, I remember voting at this mecting to join UMW, I voted to join UMm
because rll those nttending the meetings vected to join WMN. I do not
remember cnycne speeking et this meeting, no one tcld me I had to join WA
to go to work at Xine "A". I joined WSV immediately after 1 voted.s I went
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RE: JOBN L. LERIS, ET AL.

INTZRVID: “JITH home immediately after I joined W and did not
talk to anyone, I do not know who was in charge
continued) of this mesting end I dov not remember how 1 re-

(4]

ved notice that there wae geinz to be a meeting.

ad
L=

"] did'hct heer of cr attend sny meeting, except the one at the .
Elks Club, between the time Elshoff bought Kine 4" and the time I joined
Wi,

"Ccenditions et Mine "A" heve been the saue under UMW as they
were under P.k.a.

) - . Cns 3 OO mma s P S, e
"I do not see ny differcuce between U.E-«- H‘ad P.L’..L.a I

jcined UMW because all the other emplioyees at Kine Wit joined.

"I hove had this statemcnt ccnsisting of threc pages read to me
snd it is truc and cocrrect to the best of my knowledge.

/+/

Specianl 4Lgont, F.B.Il.
Special Agent, F.Bl. .

Litnessed:




B

W,,.
&
-

RE: JOHAN L. LE—JS, ET .AlL.

ITogyvre CCTTH Springfield,
Illincis, telephone was interviewed at
dence S er 1 43, by Special '

at Springfield, Ill. He works as a digger at Mine "4". He spenks
end urdcerstands English poorly and would nmot unke & satisfactory witness.
He wes reluctant to sign the following stntement for feer of being beaten
by Ui men. He edvised he had never been arested.

YSpringfield, Ill.
Sept. 18, 1943.

"I, , Springfie 111, moke
the fellowing veluntary statement to nd
whom I know to be Speciel apents of the Federal Buremu of Investigetion. I

make it withcut fear cof throet, force, or promise of any kind,

*I was born in came to the U.8, in
- and became a U.S§, citizern o in Springfield, and am

werking as a digger in line "4",

"I first started to werk in coal mines in the U.S. in in
Iova, end jcined the United Mine “crkers of america Union. I started to
work in the Line "A" in Springfield infJJif 1In 1932 I joined the Pro-
gressive ¥ine Tlorkers of hmerica union because Jjohm L. Lewis stole the
ballots and cur whole UL local went Full. I liked the FM4 and thought it
was an honest union being opercted for its members,

"In Sept. of 1941, I read that Elshoff beught Mine “A" from Ryan
* end I was afraid I would lose my jcb wnless I joined ULW because Elshoff

ran Kine "B" and thct wes WEW. Scome of the men from Mine "4" who I worked
with told me we would have to join Whw to get cur jobs back and said Mine
".¥ would not open unless the men jcined Ulw. No one from UM in the com~ -
pany ever told me I would have to join TN or ever tcld me Mine "A" would
not open except as W, I nlso heard the men telking that they would haul
coal from ®a" thru ¥B" if we 4id not join W,

"] think I went to a Fli meeting where a committee was appointed
o to see Elshoeff, but I do not remember anything that heppened. I read there
s wes going to be & meecting at the Elk's Club and some cf the men tcld me abcut
o it, and eo I went tc that meeting end voted to join WW. I voted WMa bew -
! cause I wanted my job back and I thought I would lose it if I didn't vote
) for L}, Ednundson ceme in and mede a talk after we voted, and then I signed
, with W7. 1 renembered the trouble the men at Xine "B¥ hed end I did not
: want trouble like that.
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

INTERVIE, ".ITH "] 1ike PLA better than UL because you could talk more
freely. 1 would rather have stayed with FlA, but 1
ccrnitinued joined UMW 4o keep my Job end still prefer FMA to WMW.

"This stetomont of two pages has been read to me and it is true
and correct tc the best of my knowledge.

/+/

witnesscds:

Special agent, F.B.I,
Specinl Agent, F.B.I. ' *
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

Springfield, Illinois, wos Intorvigydu in
Sprincfiocld,

:

and become n Unlte zan
Pc specks and understands English fairlywell, but cunnot re-
member very much cbout whot happened during the portinont period. BHe
=would moke only &« fuir witnoss.

"Sprin_gfield, Ill.
Scpt. 15, 1943

"I, Springfield, moke the follow=-
ing voluntury stcueniit cndhwhom 1 know
to be Spocicl Apents ot the Federnl Burenu of Investigotions. I moke 1t

without fear or threat, force or promise of ony kind.

- err“o Cd'
d J wis born in I came to

he U. 8. in about and become o U S. Citizen in gtortod work-
ing in coal nines in and thut yeor joined the United Mine workers of
Anerica Union. I started working ot Mine 'aAt', Springfield, in about 1531.
In 1832 I joined the Progressive lline Workers of Lrericua Union because the
wholc local cheanged snd becouse I did not want to lose my Jobe I was not
forced in cny way to join PMi and I woe sntisfied working at Mine 'AY under
PIAHL. :

"In cbout Szpt. of 1941, I got o lottor from Ryun sayi g that
¥ine 'A' hod been turncdé over to Elshoff. I felt right awny that there
would bc trouble like there hnd boon o Mino 'BY cnd I folt we would pro=
bably have to join ME!. lo onc from tho conmpony cver told me I would have
to join WI7T and no one from UIXV ever triod to got mo to join Uil/. The tulk
among the mon whe worked ot Mine 'A' wos that Elshoff would only run Hine
14% wunder D07 ond that if we wonted to koop our jobs at Mine 'L' woe would
have tc join Ui, I also heord storics that if wo did not turn TNST Elshoff
would operste Mine 'A' thru Iinc 'B' by hauling cocl thru 'B',

"I did not mttend any PlA meotings or any Special meetings nfter
I learned that Elshoff had bought the minc until one dery our PHA lenders
told us there wos going to be n meeting at the Elkes Club on o Bundny and
wc would voto te go Y. Thoy said we had to vote UMV to koep our Jobs.
The men who scid this were men I workod with et Mins ‘'at.

"I wont to this neeting ot the Elk's Club and voted to join UMT,.
Right after thet Isigned up with U%i, I do not remomber rmch about the
mecting excopt that Eémundson tolked after the vote - bul 1 do not repmember
whot he snid.
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Ro: JOHEN L. LETIS, ET AL

T =7 ITH : * ™I wes not forced or threctened in any way
to vote UM{ or jJoin UMd. I Joiobd becouse
Cort Y I did not want to lose my job. I would pre-
‘ ferred to have stoycd with PMA because I
liked Pii» and wes sctisficd. When I went back to work ot 'hA' under UMM,
UMrs told us we could not spenk any langunge except English. We weore finad
$5.00 if we were cought talking in o foreign language. I would rather have
worked under'PMA.

"I stoppecd working ot ¥ine *4' in about April of 1943, bocause of
i1l henlth. I do not bolong to any union at the prosent time.

“This stotement of threc pagos has becn read to me and it is
truc and correct to tiae best of my knewloedgo.

/+/

"Vitnessed:

/S/ Specu:.l Agont, F. B. I."

- 436 -



b T PIT

Re: JOHN L. LE:IS, ET AL

Springfield, Illinois, was 1n!erv16we!

- September 15, 1943 at his home by Bpecial
Agents stated he ¢id not
hcve 2 criminal record. s unable to speak or underctanpd
English very vell and would meke e very poor witnees.

INTE"VIF 1 ITH

B roished the following stetement:

“gpringfield, Ill.,
September 15, 1943,

field

-I,
ncko the feolloving voluntery etetement to and
vhom I krov to be Snucisl Agents of the Federsl Buroeu
of Investigation, mo force, throeste or pramises huve been mede in
obtaining this statemcnt and I know thet whet I mey say mey be used in
e court of law,.

®I wes born in— emmigrated to the
UsSe in - enéd I beccme £ noturclized citizen of the U.S. in-

in Springficld, I1l.

*I hove been employed et iine *4* since sbout fJend I om
at tha prosent time erployed ct dine ®A® ae a diggor.

*I becama 2 mombor of UIN in-e.nd remained o member of
U3 until 1932 et which time I joinoé F.iaA. beoauss my local UMY
union chonged to P.2.4. I do not know the recson my loocal UiH union
shangod to PliA.

"I roed in tho nowepaper in sbout Sept. 1941 that Elshof:[ .
bought Mine "i¥ from Ryan. I thought ot that time that ifine “a®
would have becn operatcd ag before end that Line “A™ would have
rcmaine¢ & FhiA mine.

*Prior to the timnc Elshoff bought Kine ®A™ the omploycer et
iino "aA"® were entisfioed vith PiA, I thought PLi4 wae & good union,
boing oporcted for ite members end I did not wish to ohonge to WA,

"1 ¢id not hear that I'ins “A™ could have been opsrated through
t'ire “B“.

®I hcerd eomeone make & statemont & few doys after Elshoff

bought Mine “i*, that Elshoff would only opertte kine A" if the employens

joinod Uif., Then I heerd this statemont I dooided to join UIF so that
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ﬁ Rey JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

INTERVIES W

I oould work.

oontinuod)
- ™1 did not esttend PLU meetings held at FMA

hzll a few days ciftoer Elshoff bought Mino "a®, s I did not have notioe

and I do not Imow what occurred at theso mectinge.

ﬁtoi& mo in Sopt. 1941; prior to the mooting st tho
Elks Club thot Lirc "B would not open unless the omployces joined

Ui, I docidcd at thet time to join U.K.W 8o that I could work at

HMino “.",

"I did not ottond tho mecting ot Rodmon Hall ard I 4id not
rececive noticc.

"B o1 5 that o nmocting waz to be hald at the
Elks Club ¥0 sco iTl efc cmployccs &t Line MAY would join UMY, I attondod
this rmocting orn & Sanday in Scpte 1941, Pwas in chergo
of the necting. Sonconc made the suoterent that Mino A% would not
oper unless tho crployece Joincd Uill. I voted to join UHT so that I
could work et Liinc ".%, Aftor tho voto vae takon, Edmondson of UMY
madc & specch ané woleomed tho omployecs of Mine 4% into Ulk.We I
joined UelLW. £t the olosc of the mocting. I did not go to tho MV
building aftcr the mecting.

.y

b xRk

.

4
‘F

®So for ce I know thero woro no UsliV. orgenizers ot the
Elk's Club ncoting. Mo onc cskod no to join UMT prior to tho timo I
Joinc? in Sopt. 1941.

Concitions at lMdne "i" at tho preecret time arc about the sorw
under UiT7 as thcy were uncer Piii. ’

i *] joired WX in orlor %o kcop my job at Finc "4%, I wos
Eat-ls-f"ni it T armA AL A ek ward da ablanes da TT Y TR
kb A lE L LR kadile wdbe Al Pl WY U-II-I-AAABU VW Vi

"I hovwe had this stotcrnent consieting of four pogos road to
rnc and it is truc and corroct to tho bost of ry knowlodge.

/s/ N

“Witrcesody .
S’pcci:—.l “gcnt F.B.1,

P pccinl ,gont, F.B.I.™
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Re: JOHM L. LT7IS, =T AL

INTERVIZY VIS

Springzfielé, Illinois was interviewe! a! !!s

home on September 1%, 1943 by Special Agants
stated he Jid not have a
criminzl record, wonld not m.-..ke a nood wilness as he finds it
difricult to spcak and understand Enilish.

-i‘umished the following voluntéry statement:

*Springfield, I11.,
Scptember 1%, 1943

nvestigation, no for‘c;, t'nr‘-ats or DI‘O‘.'.’liS':S hav-e beon made in obtaining
th's statoment and I lmow that vhat I may say may bs usced in a court of
law.

"I wras born — crmigrated to th: U.S.
-md I beeame a naturalized citizcn of the U.S. in- in

Springfi.ld, Ilil.

"I w25 cmployud at Min. MA" in cbout 1931 and I am at the present
tine employwd at Minc "A™ as a digrer.

"I joined WL in and romaincd o mombor of that union until
1932 at which time I joincd r.4. I Joincd FMA because my local UMY
union chanped to Fli. I do nob kuow th2 roason my local UfY union changed
to PMA.

n] rzad in the nevsprper ik about Scpt. 1941 tnat Llshoffl bought
Mine "A" from Rran. At the timc I heard this I did not think there would
be any change in the operation of Einc A.

nFrior to the tim~ Llshoff bought idinz “A" the smploy:cs vere
satisfied with Pui. I thought Fiia was a good union, but 1 nover took
an active part in union activitics and it made no dirfercnce to me whether
I -;as a member of UKW or Pia.

"I was never approached by nn UIW organizer prior to the timc I
joined UlT in Scpt. 1941,

I

"] heard someone talking about Elshoff operating Mine "A" through
Mine "B", Vhen I heard this I thought I would be out of a Jjob.

%I did not hear any rumors that Elshoff would only open Mine ™A"
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Re: JOHN L. IEWIS, ET AL

NTIRVITY WIT on condition that the employees joined UMW.

"I did not attend any meetings st FMA hall or
Redmen KHall after Mine "A" wzs sold to Elshoff,
in Sert. 1941. I do rot rememver if I had notice of such meetings or not.

"] attended a meeting at the Zlks Club on a Sunday in Senit. 1941.
I voted at this meeting to join UlT s all present voted to join UalT,
I also joined Uiiv at the end of this mecting. I heard some of those
attendine this meeting make a statement after we voted, that 1f we would
not join U7 Mine "A" would not be opencd. 1 did not see any UMY
organizers at this meeting nor do I remerber Ldmondson of Ui making a
talk at this meeting. I dic not go to the UKV building afier the
re;tlng. I find it 2i7ficult to_sveck and understand uPEllSh therefore,
I w2s unable to obtain much infor-tion about the sale of linc "A" 2nd

whut went on at meetings.
WConditions at Min:z MA" have buzon about the szame under UMW as

th=y wers under Fda.

It makae no diffirunce to me whother I am 2 membor of UMY or
FiA. I went to be 2 member of which evar union that will alou me to work
the most.

"I have had this statimcnt consisting of throe pages read to me
and it is true and corract to the bust of my knowledge.

opacial Acent fWE.T.
pacial A-cnt, F.3.I.%

Yiitnossed: -




o,
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— field, Tllinois, was interviewed at his residence

RE: JOHN L. LEwIS, ETAL.

Spring--
by -
Special Agents and on
was born in came to
-ngd became a United States citizen in at Spring-

is presently employed as a dlgger at Mine WA",

Septerber 16, 1943
the United States in
field, Illirois.

wamn b d o
2

fle cannoi speak or understand English very well, and would make an unsatisiactory
witness. He advised that he has never been arrested.
“Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 16, 1943
"I, oT ield, J1l. make the
following voluntary statement tol hom I
know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureru f Investigation, and make it
without fear of threat force, or proanise of amy kind.

"I was born in came to the U.S. in and
became a U.5. citizen in Springfield in work at Mine 'A' as a digger.

"] was working in Kine fAf, Sprlngfleld in the spring of 1941, as
a member of P.lM.A. About Sept. of 1941 I read in the paper that ELSHOFF bought
Yine 'A' from RYAN. I did not bother to think much about this and did not talk
about it with anyone. I only attended one meetlng after I read about the sale
and that was on a Sunday at the Elks Club. I went because I read about it in

the paper. I usually do not attend union meetings.

"No one ever told me that line 'A' would not operate excebt under
U.L.%W. I did not hear anything about Mine 'A' being operated by hauling coal
thru ¥ine 'B', I did not hear that I had to join U.E.W. to keep my job,

4T was satisfied with P.L,A. but it did not make any difference to
me whether I was under P.L.A. or U.X.W.

%At the meeting at the Elks Club I voted to join U.K.w. and I joined
U.L.W. right alter the meeting. I joined U.L.W. because all the other men did
and I wanted to keep my job. No one forced or threatened me in arny way and no
one told me I had to join U.M.W. I do not remember much about the meeting.

: "It doesn't make any difference to me whether I work under P.K.A. or
U.M.W, and I see no difference at Line 'A' under U,M.W. than there was under

P'n.l.

WThis statement of two pages has been read to me and it is true
and correct to the best of my Iknowledge.

Witness -I (signed) —

Ernernia

._J
(-]
q
D
3

ial Agen
Special
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RE: JOEN L. LEVIS, ET AL

INTERVIEA WITH —-
Springfield, Illinols, was_dnterv at
[

cooperetive, and it i=s believea That fie would meke & gooawitness on vhe
Mine A situation becauss he spoke at one of the meetings at PMA Hall on

thic situation. *has no known criminal record, He furnished
the following signod stelement: '

"Springfield, Ill.
Beptember 19, 1843

« 7 A S -ingfield, Il1.

-~ H
do volunterily mcke the following staitement to Specinl Agentsq
* Ko threats or pronises have beon made
to crzuse me to o this ecement
I storted working
in the mines about joining ULiA at 1Mme hove worked st Mine

A off end on since cg a ¢igger. I swiched over to FPMA in 1932 along
with a1l the miners at Mine A. 1 preferred PMA bececuse I hud more to say

md could vote.

"I was bor

"] learned about the sele of Mine A from the newspaper, and I
thought thot I was in for the saome kind of trouble that the miners had hed
over at Mine B. I didn't know whot to expect as I heard thet they were
going to pull the conl of mine A out through Mine B. I elso heard telk
to the effect that Iine A would remain closed until all the men joined
A .

” o o e - ok DL

I ettendsd one wuutiub ot PMA hall
byt he sale of Minc A wns discussed. I spoke a8t thot meeting and told the
men to find out whaot Elshoff was going to do before they switched over to
UMIA., Seems to me that & committee wue nppointed. It seemed to me that
the feelinr wes in the air already_thot the men were going to awing UMIA.
comed to be leaders in this

ringing up something unreasonnble or radical

are the situstion caused

il H FRrE Yo Re) ol

gwitch. 16 group wae Qlwiys
when we were under PMA,

;| 21 i ™ ——
'W

"] didn't attend eny more mgetines beccuse I didn't like th
things were being run. I heard f‘romh that Uit wee going to

'*work mo over! boctuse I stuck up for Fli.

o

"The next time I went to n meeting was at United Mine Workers Hall
where I wos told thet it was tho lnst chance %o sign up without an initia-
tion fee., Thc mcjority hod already ewung over and there wus nothing elsc

to do if you wanted to work at line A. The men joined bectuse mony of the
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL .

1
1
i3
i
1

INTERVIEW WITH Mine A employees were old men and were

afraid they couldn't get other jobs. The
Continued msn hed aleo read & heard about all of the

troudble at Mine B and didn't went to have
anything like thet.

"ihen the mine first opened they would dock you for enything, and
when you went to the meetings you couldn't talk., They also elected their
own cfficers whether you wented them or not.

"If I had 8 free and voluntery choice of unions I would prefer
Progressives, as you ctn say whot you think under PMA & elect your own offi-
cers. ‘

\
"I heve recd the above stotomsnts moade by me con51sting of 2%

peges. The same are trus and correct,
/¢/
i

"Jitnessed:

/e/

/s/
Sneciel Agents, F. B. 1.
Srringfield, Il1."
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RE: JOHN L. LE'IS, ET AL

iN‘I‘ERVIE? WITE

wos interviewed by Special A.gents‘—
a I |, . ; A £ culty in understanding the

&n
T WAE) dauies e ma e v Lot )

questiors propounded to him &nd for this reeson, it 1s not believed thet
he will mnke & gocd witness. He hes no criminel record. His statement
is es follows:

figpringfield, Illinois
September 19, 19435

"I, inrpfield, Illinois,
do moke tbe Coilowing voluntory stotenent t |
~ 5O "'“"_ = . .
whon I kmow to be S»uciul Agonts of the Federal Buresu of
Invcstigation. No threets or promises hiove beern ande to me; I have besn
told I need not moite cnv statesent and thet this stotement can be used in

court.
"I was born s_n— I came to the United States
in - I sx not & citizen of the Uanlted ttates. I am now employed at

Ming 'i' cs e digper ond have been employed here since about - I was

wntil 1932 when the rest of the miners et Mine 'A' went over to the Fro-
gressive Miners Union. I was in fevor of the Frogressive Miners Urnion and
the switch aver. mvself then remsined Progressive Miners as
long a5 we couléd. I feel thet this is o good union and that it conscien-
tiously tries to rcopresent the miners. I first heard about the sale of
Mine 'A" d who reud about it in the newspaper. 1 figured that
my job wes insecure and that T probobly would not be sble to go beck as a
member of the Progresgive Miners Union.

"I henrd the stories that Elshoff would not reopen the mine un-
lese it wos under the United kime ‘Vorkers Union and that he was going to
hoist the conl from Nine 'A' out through Mine 'B'.

*] pttended the sume -meetings tt the Fropressive Hall and at the
United Mine Viorkers Hall with ond I held out
opeinst joining the United Mine rorkers as long as I could. Then we saw
that the majority had gone back, we finally signed up. '

"I wish to sy thot I went bock to ¥ine 'A' as a UMV member only
because the mojofity did end to proserve my job. 1 cm not satisfied with
conditions in the UL cs you don't have a free vote or the right to dis~-
cuss issucs being put to & vote. These ore railronded through. If I had
my free choice I would be & member of the Frogressive Mine Vorkers Union.

This statement hos been read to me by—

- 44a =
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RE: JOHN L, LEVIS, ET AL

SR ¢ it ie ell true.
ay

INTERVIEW WITH

Continue

“Witnessed:

/s/
/&
Special Agents, F. Bo 1o
Springfield, I11."
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET 4l.

A ——————— R S —
ZEVIEL WITH  On Septerber 15, 1943, S
* Springfiald, Illinois, wos interviewed by
Spociel tconts RN --: QN

5
wns cooperetive and it is bell
nal rece

e disclaims ="y criminal re

eved thet he will moke a goo
rd. Hi

ollowss

lﬂ
L]
ot
=]
o
'3
jn
lad
[ aand
]
d
o

"September 15, 1943
Springfield, Illincie

Illigeis 2 the 1o
- I
Burenu of Investigation.
tc me; I have been told I neo
ment can be used in Court.

& prturelized citizen through my father a on KRovember

I begar working at MNine "4" ebout us o United Mine worker.
I noticed thuet the U.iiow. secmed to get nlong with Er, Rycn ell right. In
1532 our men became dissetisfied with John L. Lewis as President and when
he stole the ballots on the quostion of the wage scalec we formed e now
union, the Progressive Kine Workers of America. I did perticipate in the
formation of P.M.A. by soliciting now members. During the entire time the
P.M.A. union represcnted the miners at Mine "AY. I wus setisfied with the
crganizetion end it appeared to properly represent the men. I first heard
ebout the snle of Mine "A" when I came home from town and sew it in the
peper. I figured this wos bad for the miners ond kmew thet we would either
have to go back to the Unitod Mine ‘orkers or givc up our jobs.

"I heerd the rumors that Elsheff wouldn't reopen Mine™ unless
it wns under the United lfine ‘orkers and I £lso honrd it said that ho wes
roing to operate Mine "A" through the Kine "B"™ shaft. ‘hile I didn't poy
cay attention to the latter rumor I was inclined to belicef that the former
rumor wes true. I heard these stories from fellow members of our local.

"I went back to work et Mine "A" as & United Hiner because I
felt that I wculdn't by gble to go back to work es a Progressive Miner and
bocause a mejority of the liine A" employees switched over to UM,

Mhile I was with the Progressive Mine tiorkors I sorved as Pit

L Committeenan. I did nct uttend any of tho meetings et which the minors dis~

cusscd the sale of Line 4",

*I do ﬁatiec thet undor the United Hino workers that the working
conditions are not as good as they were under the Progressive Mine workers,
? - 446 =
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RE: JOHN L. LE'MIS. ET JLLn

INTERVIE: WITH Qur grievine:s arc now hendled by compoany mon and they
q refor the grievances to the Suporintendont if they heve

(continucd time and he hos to take up the gricvance with Oscar
Fcleotti, Suporintendent eof Line pf%, Ttihnt he seys goes
whether the nen like it or mot. Rocently I noted thaot the loose explosive
powlder was not getting out the cczl and I got up at a mecting ¢f our local
end suggested that a Comnitices go ses Elshoff about putting in stick
cwder vhich is more efficiert. The cormittee composed of

-nd cnecther fellow were sppointed and they talke

ovor with bishoff. Loter t5ld me thet I had bebter not cone
up tc the next mesting, that thosc Iclilows werc fixing up to beat me up
cnd thot Slsheff hed scid thet I wes e "Progressive Lgitotorl®

"I hrve ncticed also thut the locel union is not disposed to
cppese the comprny oo ¢ perticulsr issue. Since the povrder incident when
the union feile2 to mcke en issue cut of the stick pewder and mecepted the
company's wishes I hove stopped going to the union mectings.

"] nove boon recad the within statement censisting of thrce end

/+/ S

witnessed:

end:

Special agents, F.B.!.

Springficld, Illinois. : "
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RE: JOHN L. LEGIS, ET AL.

=ZITH On September 14 was intervicowed

YRR b his hone et Springfield,
Illincie, »y Specicl Arents and

_ * eoperrel to bo cooperative

Jifficuzty 1n conprechending qupstions propoeunded to him and it is not be-

licved that ho would moke e ool witnsss. He discleims any eriminnl reccrde.

ITTLQVIVI

He fove thé;follcwin; si/ned stotement:

"Sprinpficld, Illincis
Scptorbor 14, 1943,

wy, | Sprin-field, Illinois,

de ko the following voluntory statcacnt t -
sher 1 kmew to be fpecicl agents of the Feleral Bureau of
nvestipeticn. No thrects or promisos have been mude to me; I have been

tecld I need not make erny stotemont eni thet this stetemont con be used in
Ccurt.

"I was boerz in cnd becamc a naturclized
citizen of the United Stotes in 1932 cor 1933, I wes employed at Minc "4
irfJJJ} ax? heve bcen working there ever since. In that time I heve be~
lenged to the United Hine workors Unicn and the Progressive Kine werkers
Unicn. Before 1932 I was satisficl with the United ¥ine workers crgani-
zeticn ond I chenped over to the F.lluhi. becausc the rest cf them did. After
I chenped ever to the 1A 1 wes satisfied with that crpanigation and beliove
it represontud the ninerse.

"I leerncd of the salc of Mine “A" tc Elshof in 1941 by reading
it in the newspaper. I rlso received e letter from Mr. Ryan in which he
szid he had scld the mine anl thet I wes no longer on employee of Mine A",
I clso received an unsirned letter telling me that if I wonted to keep ny
job at Yine “LM thot I would have to change my unicn effilietions. I knew
when I heurd the mine vias sold that I would have tc change unicons if 1
wented to keep my jub. Hewever, nc one put eny pressure cn me tc change
unions. I heard o rumcr tc the offect thet Blsheff wculd not reopeh Mine
A" unless it wns opereted by the U.K.T. but it hed rno influence on my
decisicn tc join the U.M.w.

" ettended cne meeting of the Mine "AY employees held at the
Elks Hell where the miners discusscd cs to vhether or not they should go,
cvor to the Woe. I rceell that a deeisicn wes roached at this nmeeting to
cc over tc U.E.T., ond then Ray Edmundscn was called in. He prcemised us
cur jobs.

"I have ncticcd no diffcrence in working coniitions undor UM

.= 448 -
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- RE: JOEN L, LE.IS, ET AL.

ns ccempured with working cenditicons under the Frogressive
Xincr's Union,

ITIRVIE.. WITH

(continued)
"I heve boen read the within stotoment eousisting cf

twe mnd o froetion pu~es wrd it is ¢ll true.
/+/ S

witncsscdy

Special 4goents, F.B.I,
Sypringfield, Illincis. "
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Re: JOWK L. LEWIS, ET AL.

was interviewed st his home,

Springfield, Illineis, on September 17
he——cagey ]
— UU—L«LIAE LilT LUULaT UL Lillo MlbSia V-LC"'— el WMo Llid ad JF Mwd ¥
and agitated and although he expressed a willirgness to give the Agents

any inforrition he could and was outwardly entirely cordial, he refused to
answar any guestions concerning the events that happened at the meeting

held at the Elks Club, At the corglusion of the interview he was asked if

h: had besn aprproachad cencernire this case and told mot to talk to Agents,
Hec denied this repeatedly. He was also asked why he was scared to tell
Azents about the meeting 2t the Elks Club, and while he deniec bcing
frightenzd, it was noted that _this question gave him a cefinite start,

It is rot believad thot 715 telling all that he knows concerning this
case and it i1s suggzsted thot he be brought buforc the Grand Jury for further
quostionirng. He advissd ho has no eriminal record, He rofused to sign

the statument, which vill be set out bzalow, although he stated that it was
all truc and tiact thorc was no resscon why he should not sign the statement,

rive the followirg information to

vho zre known to me to be Spec. Agonts of the §,B.I.
o throzte or promises have bein made me to get this statement. 1 an now
vorking 2t ¥nc A4 35 2 driver I have bean there since 1932 or 1933, 1

v25 born “ I joined the P.LLA, because I wanted to,
I had no preferance of onc Union over the other.

"I hcard through gossip that Eishoff was tzking over bdine 'At, I
never paid any attention to it at the time, 1 figured if I didn't work there
It'd werk somecplace else. From 1932 to 1941 I was satisfied with the way
F.llun, w2s handling things, when Elshoff took over Mine 'A' nobody came
to my housz at all to 2sk mc about it or which union I wanted., I don't
reczll aearing anything 2t the time to ths effect that Elshoff was going
to take coal from line 'A' through aine '"BY nor do I recall hearing that
he would crly operate Mine & with 2 U.K... union,

“Ihe only meeting I remembir attionding was at the Elks Club_ I
dornt recill how 1 hezrd about this. I don't remember at this time who
h1d charge of this meting. I am not surc why this peeting was held at
the Elks Club ard i dont want to say what the purpose of the mesting was.
I w3s rnot 2 member of any committees appeinted at this time and I did not
go to Elshoff's, or Edmundson's office or to the Leland “otel after the
meetizg., I joined the Ul.t.+#. at Nire 'A' about the time it opened., I
joined U.¥,., of my om froc will. Conditiors at Mire A arc the game
wmder UM%, as they were under P.i.4, 80 far as I am concerned.

r
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INTERVIZ. wITH

mition therein

Continue
I don®t cazre to sign this, I have
witnessas:

-/ S
specizl Agent, F.B.I.

+. rPaul, Minn.,

1

pceial agint FLEB.I.
Sprirgfield, I1.
Sept. 17, 1943%

"T have read this two page statement and to
the best of my knowledge it is all true and the infor-

is just as I have given it to the Agents.

no particular reason for this,

~ 481 -
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

NTERVIEW WiTH The following investigatiop was conducted by Bpecial
SR - SR --: R - i
field, Illinois, on September 15, 1843, ,

- 2t his residono N ©;:incfield, Illinois,
Arents interviewe snd he gsdvised he never hed been in any
L -

%Ull - TR

trouble in his li?é. _ H! appeared to be honest and truthful but it wes
noted he did not know much about what went on because of his position. It
is felt that he would make a fair witness if his testimony were neocessary
end he eappeared to be very cooperative.

The following signed statement was obtained from-

Springfield. Ill.
Sept. 15, 1543.

"I, give the following information to —
, who have identified themselves to me as

.E.I., Ho thrests or promises have been made to get

pecia ents ol tne
this statement.

"I started at Mipge b around 1934 & at the present fime I am _

W cocrc. 1 vac or: - | v:: ¢
rember of the P.M.A. when I started at line "A" in e 1 took no hand

in the switch from U.E.W. to P.M.A. end after the strike in 1932 I got &
job in a place where the P.i.A. was, I hated to see the trouble which
caused the split between U.X.W. and P.M.A. I would rather have seen the
mer satisfied with one union.

®] first learned that Elshoff had teken over the Mine "A" through
the papers and then later I got a letter to that effect from Mr. Ryan the
former operator. 4t the time I did not ¥now what would happen, whether I
had a job there or mot, I figured I would just have to wait snd see. Be-
fore Elshoff took over Mine "A" things went along well between P.M.A. and
Ryan. I was not approached as to my opinion or whether we should join the
U.M.%. or not end I had no one come to me and try to get me to join U.M.F,
I don't think I heard anything about the possibility that Mine A" might
be operated through liine "B". I did not hear any rumor that Elshoff would
only open Kine A under a U.K.W. contract. I attended 2 mestings,one at
PM.A. Hall snd onc at Elks.

"I believe I read in the paper of the meeting to be held at
P.k.A. Hall. I think this meeting was held just to discuss how the mine .
was to be opened. I am not sure but I don't think any committee reported
or was appointed. 1 don't recall sny trouble at that meeting.

- 452 -
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RE: JCHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

I TERVITH ®] heard of the meeting at the Elks Club through the
papers. 1 believe that”presided. This ‘
ccntinued) meeting was to see how the feeling of the men were

about starting the mine., I think what we did was
sign a slip to go over to U.L.W. if we wanted to go to work. I thought
I would be without & job if I didn't sign up, so since that was the way
it was going to be I signed the slip of my own free will, Edmundson ceme
over later and gave a talk, I don't recall whet was said. I did not care
which local was at Mine A", I just wanted to go to work. I did not go to
Zdmundson’s or Elshoff's office the night of the meeting. Conditions at
kine "A" since 1941 under the U.M.w. are the same in my job as always.
I would not be able to say as to how they are in the mine because I don't
come in contect with the miners,

¥ have had Agent qread this statement which is written om
this and two other pages to me. It is all true and correct to the beat of
my knowledge and is just like I have told it to the Agents. 1 am signing
this of my own free will as it is the truth,

Signed — I

Witnesses

Special Agent, FBI
St. Paul » Yinn,

N —
Spec- Agt. FBI (lﬁilw)
Springfield, 111,
bep‘b. 15' 19430
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RE: JQEIQ L- LE:‘:}S. .-a.ﬂ' JLLQ

INTE - ViZ, "ITI On Septonbor 14| 1943 SBecinl sLygents
[ % p—

T — inZoggd cwac
_ is very intelligent und was outwurdly entirely covperttivo. It

is to be notet thut ut the time cof this interview «vised
agents thet tlthough he hud joined the Fl. he hud alwuys fevored the Wl/.
He advised thut he has no orimincl rescrd. Froom the infornntiom given

ct the time of this interview it is nut folt thnq'dould
meke 6 good witness, partioulurly us his story is licblc to be prejudioed

dus t¢ his adnmitted profercncs for Wile

The fullowing si,med st-tenent wus procurod fran-

!pring!llc! d, !!1 .

Scote 14, 1943,

- give the following infornctiom to_
—;nd urho tre known to mo to be Spocitl ipents

cf thc FeBel., no throuts c¢r prmiscs hivo boen mude ne to prosurc this
Anf orrnotione

"I tn werking ot iino . ts 'stoble buse'e I hive boon there

at-ut , 'ocrss 1 wos burn &nm I first joined © mine
urion in - Lt Bpringficld, it wis Udlave oeiorking at ifine WV,

in 1932, when they wont to 2..leue With the othorse I would just ue soon
hove stoyod with U.ifo'ls &t the tincs During tho tine wo hid the Plilewe
unicn ct:line he therc were no ocutstinding disputes there betweon the
compeny thut 1 know ofe “thon ILSHOFF took over Ifinme 'u' in 1941 I

believe 1 recd of it in the pudorss I fipjured thit if he hud bought

it and they made o switoh, I woul! ;0 over with the rest of then, if 1
wanted tc stuy thercs I wus not uporctched ¢t this tine sbout joining

the T.J{. .« I hetrd some talk thit ZILSHUFF mipht oporute HMine .. through
Minc B but it wus just tulks This nmi:ht pessibly be dono if they wunted
tc nake 4 bipz minc cut of 2 littlc onus s thoy ure connecoted Uy the rt.in
Hallnreweye I did not hear thut ZISHOFF wos gulng to close HMine . umless
the men joined UJisle I attended one neetins ut the liednuns Hull the neot-
inz ot tho Elks ond tried to ottond une at the Pule.e Holl bub the Padietan
officinls wouldn't let us hold it und tho meetin; wus broken upe There
were only onc or two who oould spenke I did not see uny fight 1 got

scrta discussed und left bofore it wos ull overe I think thereo wus o
ommittes tnncinted to soe if we couldn't find & pluoe to huve o

meotinne I wus not & momber of thot cornittees It seons to me the
amouncenent of the next meoetin;: wis published but I wouldn't be sure

of thut. (e "us in oh.rgo of the meoting ut Ledmen
Balle 1 Ms h.d to see if we would hove on investi-

i -atiom to decide if we would join UJ!l..s There were no outsiders t.t this
meetint, st the liednun H:ll meetinr they deocided ¢o huve unvther meeting
but they ooculdn't pet kednans Hull ao4%hoy had it at the Elks Club. This

il
k
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RE: JOEN L. LEVIS, BT «L.

; il so b A Ay meoting wos in charge o—’h took
took o standing vote mu whether they would go to
(continued UM { and I think they voted solid to do this.

I dont recull heoring anything about ohening
Hine a ond to my knowledge nothing wos suid ebout the men having to
join U.M.We to keen Mine 'a' opens Ily theory os to why the men switched
over is that ELSHOFF had a contraot with UJM[e ot Mine 'BY and would
nrcbubly overcte lidne 'sa' under o ¢ontruot with Ullsie Inmy heurt 1
hove clways been Uuilie I joined PMese in 1932 only beocnuse I hid to
go over to keen my jobe «fter tho voting was over lwY ENTUNNSON ocme over
cnd tolked tc us. He scid he thunked the men for the woy they hed voted
&ni told them they would be nocsrted W.ok in UiV, wnd trouted the way
they hod alweys beene Thut sinme tine we sipned ourds going over to Dallddie
1 334 not geo to Edmun dson's office, the Lelund Hotel or ELSHOFFS office
efter this meotints, I huve never held & union office tnd dié not then,
Since the U.lJi. hus boen buck vt idine '.' I think thut conditions ot
Jdine *..' hive been imoroved. Dues cre ubout the scne but wourking oon-
ditions huve im9roved, I think, if the non octn see its I hecrd o
arczrassive offieizl; I understind sty thet hedn't uny body better turn
cver tc U.M is if they did he hud scne boys in Southern Illinois tht.+ would
<ke ecre of theme 1 wos nct foreed to join Udidie but did 20 of my own
frEE Will.

LI EY VT R

» i
z:'-):v:'m\‘r-‘ i P,

-...]uei:._r
©

"] pive roud this 3 xize stitonent & to the best of my
knowledse and belief it is all true und s I hve piven it to the
Fe3el. nzents, I cm signing this cf my own will us it is the truthe.

mitncssess

Syeoinl agent, FeB.ls
Ste. Puul, ifinn.

S>ecicl u;en!, N.B.I. (G8ilw. )

) Soyringficld, Ill.
! Se e 14, 1943."
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

L e e

Special Agents nd

riRv1E 7 W1t SR

h S went to the residence of
s —— - oo, 115

and with the assistance of a neighbor woman, whom he callsd over, he ad-

vised tn>t he does not understard English well and that his wife does
rot eithor., He further stated that he has beern at ¥ine & for many years
and that his daughter is in Chicaso for two weeks, but that she could
assist in interviewing him upon her return, He advised that he hurt
hime:1f at idne & and has been in the hospital uintil a month ago.

further agviscd that he was a citizen through naturaliza-
tion and that he was born ix‘— He said he atiended a meeting on
a Sunday at ths *lks Club, but h2 did not know what went on bccause he
could not uwsderstand +rglish and he acdvisad that he voted over to UL
becausc the rest of thc local did, He said that hc dozs what the young
ren do and nobody forced him to vote that way, He stated that if his
daughtcr were prescnt she could act as his interpreter.

Stenograrhic neotes of the above were token by Agent-
and they ar. boing retained in instant file.

It was roted that -is a rather old man and it is felt that
he would makc a poor witness.
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL,
was interviewed at his residence,
Springfield, Illinois, on Septenber 14,

9 y opecial Agents and

P He advised that he had never been arrested. He stated aiso tnat
e

st1ll has a job at kime = althouvgh he has not worked for the past five
or six months as he said that he had to leave becouse *
e himself did not feel very well. wever he stated

00ls are still out there and he can return whenever he wants to,

appcared to <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>