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Re: JOHN L. LawIS, -T ..lL.
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"7 have nothirg to say against the PM. or the UMW.
1 like to work under the Plx and I am also satisfied
to work under the UM,

"T 2id not attend the PM. meetirg on May 11, 1937.

".s I remember, I never signed any petitions either for PlL. or
Ui in 1937,

"T did not vote in the first ¥.L.R.3. eclection in Decembcer 1937.
T rnever heard that this election was not fair.

"5 a;orumeﬁtlo «¢d I can not raszd -r write., Therefore, .
. has read this s<.b:me”: to me consisting of one and
one half page and it is true and cirr.oct and the sarme irformation I have
furmicshcd in The presenca

e

iitnessed:

Special .gent F.3.I.

‘Speéial agent, F.B.I.M

7‘/ T2 —- /08
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RC: JOIN L, LE.IS, ET AL

IVTERVIE : JITH

was interviewed
N and

is 11¢1ucrhtc and appears Lo know nothing of
zcts Cone @ surinc. His nemopry and English are poor and he
would ot raks a satisfactory witness,

-
LI

He furnished the following siatoment:

QIM nois
Septcn 3, 1942

> following volunlary stateuent to
_ - iy hate ddentificd thensclves as being
peecial afonts 1n the redernl Purcov of I-wvestigatica. Mo threats or
roniscs have beeon mcde to me%, gol me to nmcke o otoiement.

Iliinmis. I was born

T prescently r.ood
E ’ ) I beearne a citizen

"T started nining in -and joined the United Mine Workers at
that tine, I started workins at Mine B in 1335 and at that time bolonged
to Fo U w. I nover attonded many neatin_s of any unien.

#] was working at iing P at the tinc of the sirike. 1 remember the
wwen wer toelkinz 2bout weoes and controcts but I don't know what they were
tolking ebout. I don't understand ver, wcll., I also heard ths—:i*nd
sonc of the other fell »is were working for U,N.°., but I don't know hing

about this.

"On the doy of tiic strike I was working in Box !lns a digger. I went
down t> work that uorning and soneone scid loocd short Dut I filled my cars
up, I worked 21l dn; Ioens thot dap and the next day they said, "Hine no

viork, strike.®

"T sioned & 1ot of things at Sprinzficld that suwmwaer but I don't know
vhat they viere, T romember when they had 2 sit down strike at the mine, I
was thore tvo or three dars, it nake ne tirced and I o home.

"T voted for Iroessive in the clection at the armor:.  Nobody ever
throetened nme or bothered no. .

"nT a2 .\_!.l. 41

I didn't o buck to the rdne until it opined up in 1939. T went
back to work in thv sanc place as I rencmb T had no troublc when I want
back to work, nobody cver throctened ac. asked e to join U, Y, 7. but

I wonldn't join with him. I jeined U. M. V. when sonc other fellows ask
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RE: JOIN L. 1L.IS, ET AL . -
L7
b0
INTGRVIZ. JITE ne becausc I didn't have any trouble when

(contimucd) N 3 I vorked under U, 17, 77, before and I had
trouble with F.ILA.

"T dor't lmoaw that cuused the strike in 1937. T don't understand
vers well,

".bove read to B S
oz tru. to the best of mEGE .

by oz [ 2nd ednitted to

Wyitnossed:

Sp601aL a;cnts, FUBE T,
U. 5. Dept. of Justized
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RE; JOHN L. LEJIS, ET al.

ointly inter-

INTERVIE JITH

- &t his place of;emp oynent
.rlngfie d, Illincis, on September 8 1943,

| S Springfield. “
English is very b¥oken &nd hes difficult to ow hig line

of esonversstions He annearaed to be willine +o fully menswer guesti
01 Converss L] _popenred Lo e Wllling Vo 1 iy 1SWET \1uouu_|.u4.¢u

orepoundsd to him, and would be & willing witness. He submitted the
following signed statement:

"Springfield, Illinois,
Septenber 8, 1943

tie feollcwing volunitery state-
ment to | I T T whom I krow to be Specinml
agents of the Federal 1. gation, U. 5. Department of
Justics.

_ entered the United
'oprlngfleld Illinois

"T was born 3
States ot New York in

"The first mine union I joined was the United !Mine lorkers
of americe which will be hereinufter be referred to ts Ulle I joined
this union in -at the 'Sung&mon lline %2 ut Springfield, Tllinoise

end nrturulized 6%

"The first time I sturted working at lfine B wuos aboutm
und I ~ontinued there until the mine closed in Moy, 1837. I think
I worked ot ¥Mine B in Novemoer, 1939 when it re-opened und guit in
the eurly purt of 1940, but I am rnot positive of this peried of
emoloyment.

"ynen I begun working ot Mine 3. I wus & member of
the UMie Hovever, I volunturily joined the Progressive Mine ‘lorkers
of americt hereinufter refered to us PMa-in 1932, I liked the Pl
becuiuse the leaders werc more honest that the UM! lewderse.

] "I never held an office in « mine unione. I cttended only
a8 few Pifa meetings, but I uttended more UINT meetings us the Ul fined
the men fifty ocente if they did not sttend the neetings.

™Then I wus employed «t Mine 3 I wis & coul diggers
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REs JOHN T.. 1®!IS, BT AL.

) e
.bqp

"I do not think EISHOFF liked the PMAa
union before the strike in May, 1937, but liked
the W7 as he allowed sane W agitators to
work in the mine when the PMs hed o elosed
shop oontrect with Elshoffs I know these WM agitutors by the follow-
ing names: aNREJ SCHRELEVIOUS, WMINIC PuSQUALE, PETE CnHTER, FRANK
AUSTIN, TONY PLOTCH, COTT ANANIAS, JOHN SIRTOUT, GDJUHGE Jalxl LY,
EMORY JuCs inY, BOJLING GKEEN, sND J.JiES BulE.

M.bout six months before the strike J:JIES H.LE otme to me
in the mine «nd told me thot if I winted to keop my job I htd better

2 ot L TTAY
JO1Il LRAe Uje

"I short time after the striks sturted in Mey, 1937 JOHN
SIRTOUT and TONY PLOTCH cume to my house to get me to join WHl. I
stid I would not sign even if " lost my jobe They told me I would
lose my job then.

end & miner nuaned lost neme

"also a miner numed
me if I signed with Wl{ I would

unknown, care to my house tnd %

get o good room in the mine to work, und if I d4id not sign with BN
I would not work wt allse This hupoened 4 short time befeore the mine
cpencd in 1938

"I know nothing about the wege soule ocontroversys

"I do not remomber if I went to tho Pil. meeting on Huy
11, 1937 which was the night before the strike at Mine Be.

"I do not know whit huppened wt this meeting.
"I helped picket :{ine 3 for ninety two duyse.

"I went to the minc when it tried to open in Septembor,
1937, but did not go to worke None of the PMn men would work beo-
ctuse FalCETTI told the PMa Pit Committee only UM men could worke.
I heard ubout this from the other P minerse The only men who went
to work were v few UM members which ineluded the miners whose
names are mentioned wbove in this stetencnt ts ogitttorss

"f knew the mine tried to open two times ufter beptember,
1937, but I'did not go out to the minv. I do not remember how I
knew aubout ths mine c«ttempting teo re~-opon.

"7hen the Mine opened i
worke I kmow tbout this buotuse sk
oum: to my house und tolked to my w
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R« vOIN L. LEVIS, ET al.

s going to open. 4t this time I
1ng an Welelia

(cont{ﬁhed)

"1 left Mine B in the early
bepause I worked four deys cleaning up slete ond my boss

would only goet me money for two days worke I hod tlrendy signe-w
with W7 wt that times My friend (phonetic) told me thet

he wt.s ufreid for, if I did not 31gn w1th1m would be benten upe.
"I never understood whet wus scid £t the mine

r what the

@ understood w id ¢ ine o
trouble was &bout, bectuse I do not understind English welle

"] do not like UMis I do not like U] lenders. I would
*

never work under WIJ cghine

Ve T es and oLon ourt of 1t expliined to mee It is the truth

s best I sun remembere I cun not roud English, but I ctn spetk
English tnd I cun write my nume.

*litnosseds
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RE: JOHN 1,. »»z7, T AL

Springfield, Illincis, was
Fleld Division on the_aven-

would not be considered as a good witness due to a
very poor memory, poor speech, and a difficulty in understanding questions
propounded to him. He cannot read well, and refused to sign the following
stutement prepared for him, because he could not read. He listened, however,
to it intently, and stated that it was all true and accurate,.

¢ - "o

I meke the following stotement

"My neme iz
who hnve identified themselves

A C

te

to me a5 Specimi Agents ci uhne fetercal bureau of Investigetion. No pramises,
thrests, or consideration of sny xind hes been mede to me teo make this state-
ment., I am willing, if necessery, to pgo te court and repeat any part of this

stetement.

"I first started to work et Mine B in W} At that time I was a
member of the United Mine Workers. In 1932 when the FYogressive Mine Horkers
of fmerica wes crgenized, I had to go into that organization in order to work
at Mine B. T did not particularly like to go into the PMR of A. I kept right

mv dues te the United Mim Workers because I felt that I wns & meme
e ] il llL wiadd Rl & =3 ViAWL O e o A T 0 O - AL W Wil w < O o 4 LuiviuT

this even though they were
Gri continued to

on paying m
ber of that crganizstion all of the time
taking the PMJ dues out of my pay. ;

do do the s&me, p&yln- their dues to

"I used to attend the union meetings occassionzly. I was never
an officer in any labor union. I was not particularly disatisfied with the
operntion of the PMV while I was a member. I had no cbjections to it except
that they took a lot of my pay for dues. Other than that 1 think the PMW
wng elright. I belonged te the UMF and thut wes my urnion. I never talked
about the unions, and did not ezre much which union was &t the mine as long
es they would leave me alone and let me work. I would have been asstisfied
to have continued at Mine B with the unions just as they were. I did not do
any agitating sbout changing the unions. T do not know if my b-ys did an

. o s i > *”_,. = ™




RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL A o

Lop .

_ INTERVIEW WITH

continued

"I do not krnow what caused the strike at Mine B in 1937,
. I wes not interested in the affrirs of the union or the company, and I did not
Szl want to get in any trouble. I do not remember what happened then. I know I
' wes not at the mine on the dsy that they started the picket line. I am not
: sure. 1 did net go out to the mine when it wus being picketed, or sit on the
S picket line. I did not see any of the men who were out there then.

1

. "I voted 2t the election of the unions held in the Armery in 1937.
i That wos a fzir election. No one told me how to vote, or tried to influence
my vote in any way., I wveted exzctly as I wented to. I think every cne else
had a chance to vote ts they wan. ? to also.

"I do not remenber ex bu

t while Mine B was closed,
I went to work st :

> . . ’f{(

actly when it w=ns

R SRR A

& " ; ; e 7 I wes & member of the UMW
becsuse I hud always been. I wns not interested in what went on out there
in orgenizing the unions, and do not know what happened. I did not see any
Pighting, or heer mbout it.

"1 d4id not know of &ny organizirng that was going on out there ut
the mine. I do not know of =anything thet FALCETTI or ELSBHCFF did te favor
one union over encther, I do not know of wny violence, or anything wrong
dene by either union in the trouble that occurred at mine B.

"The above statencnt has been read to me by
This statement was on this end two other typewritten pages.
he has recd to ms is true and accurate,"

verything o

"(Refused to sign tescnuse cnmmot resd, but declared that it was
=11 true.)"

_Sﬁecial Apent FBI
FBIY
.
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Be: JOHI L. L=EWIS, ET L.

- INTSRVIE. LTI L el
— Springltield, 1nols, was lnLerviewed av bme

by Special gen STEETRON - RS- Although he ap-
peared cooperative anc urnlshed the follow1ng 51gned statement, it is

not believed that e would make a good vitness inasmuch as he has no
refirite umowledge about the trouble at Mine "3,

“"Springfield, Illinois
September 6, 1943

e it do voluntarily give the follow1n- signed
statement to Speclal .gents m an- {8 _' of
the Federal Bureau of Inves: -ation., 1.0 whreats or pronl any
kind have been made to cause u - to make this statement,

and came to america
: s 111. dan. ¥y pre-
sert acdress ic £ : : L, Springfield, Il

"I have worked in the mines continupusly since ! Joining
the United ¥ine sorkers of america at that time., I startea werking
at Tine B zbout M continuing my UMvi membership. Between the
time I started av [fafie B till 1932 the mire officials and the Ulti
got along fine, =

"The Progressive [[dne workers of america started because the
waze scale ballots were stolen., I had nothing to do with the for-
mation of the Progressives and rever held an effice in either wnion,
after the new unicn was formed I jeined it along vith all the other
o miners at .ane 'BY, So far as I knew the Progressives pot along as
. well vith Ir, Flshoff as the UL, did belore 1932, The Frocressive
' Union vificers, dues, settlement of ;jricvances, etc. was alrirht
so far zs I was cchcerned.

"I don't snow anvthing about any alleged UMI. spies being at
the mine before the strike, and I rever heard that any of the Frogressive
members wer:s e.ipelled,

#T don't know what caused the strike at iine '3' on Yay 12, 1937
and don't ever remember how it started, I don 't remember anything
about cars being 'leoaded short? on the day of the strike.

"] recall signing a petition shortly after the strike showing
that I favored the Progressives,
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JOHN L. IEAIS, IT T- '
A?c_,. ‘67@

VIzgi ./ "I krow that a few UM\ men tried to open the mine

e ] one day and all of the Pii. men went dowvm and picketed,

{Continued)

I don't know who the U/, miners were who tried to open

the mine.

] remember voting at the NLR3 election which the PIL. won by a
creat majority, We didn't go back to work at .fine B because Nr.
Elshof{ didn't seem to want to_ _ contract vith the Progressives,

" jhen i'ine '3' opened in 1939 wnder an ‘open shop' agreement I
went back as a ‘rogressive., after a few mornths I signed up with UMiL,
The mi:e was hirirg nev men, and some of the miners were being beat
up & forced to Join UMi.. I joined Uil.., to keep my job anc to keep
out of trouble. I didn't we - to take anv chances, Three men came

house to <et me to join T, DR D el
: bnd .ndre Sshrelevious,
1g terribl:

beat up

"If T could have a froe volintary chuice I would choose the

Progrzssive Unzon.
"On Dec. 5, 1941 I started vorking at tHne .., I was fired at

iSre B allcpgedly for being drunk, Mr. Tishoff alsce ovmed Mine 4

and I can't understand why I was fired at ore anc hired at the other.
"I have had the aubove stztement consisting of two anc three-

guarters (2 3/4) read to m by Lzt The same is true and

I do here'y sign my hame,

"iitnessed:
/fj T T

pecial Agent -F.3:T.
Spacizl ..gent, F.B.I."




Re: JOH L. Lz IS, ET &L ‘1"7 o

! IKTEFVIE " ITH Illinois,

wes 1ntervietsed on September 1,
anc
of this interview and the note zcri it and
on Seﬁtember 2,
end E1gnod it.

shorthend noter

a stutement doawn up which was rresentad to

15-3, ¢ wrich time he raed tne grTig ronouncs
) ] .

)

It woe obssrved thet had & batter then averege inte <]
for o ~iver end it is believe he ig¢ & relieble individuel.
was crtirels cooreretive and it ie believed hs would meke & good witrness if
celled advised that he had no erinminel record.

The felloving steterent vias executed by n

LY
, .
Sept. 1, 1943,
wi phone

e Faklﬂg nis irec
E who are krown to m3 ©to be Special Agenlts o
ion, Us S, Deportrent of Jusulce. Yo threats or promises
7-ve been mede me to give this stetenent,

‘I wee born . end I ceme to the United Stries when
years old and sve been & citizen of the United Siztes

for over JCars I om presently smployed e&s coal %_Eéer gt ¥ine B in
Sprinrfield, Ill., and I heve beon there aboup%or vorrs or so. I
forerly wasg a min.o end belonged to L

ané vhen I come to the U, 1nternat1ona
food here t

I was =2b

_ & elc eny dﬁ%%ﬁ olfice. n I first ceme to ¥ine B thsy
PR hed & U7 contrect end sg for es I know UIY got elong with the manapenent of
- line B alricht, UlT. was clrizht until John Lewis pulled off hie tricks and
stols the brllote--it wae gosein +to me then. iThen the other men left UIW
end vent over to Pl. I alsc vant over with them snd I did not hel~ organize
anytiing then. I felt then thot Lewis woe rot treating the mining men
fairlye. Fror 1932 until the mine closed FI'A got slong with the mancgenent
et iine B to my knowledge. I hove alvuays said thet I cen't see why the
compamy wanted & change bzek to UMV, Both controcts were the same and I
don't reerll of any strilee or other troubles there before the nine closed,
B: teen 1932 and 1937 Carl Elshoff and Oscar Falcettl ¢id not sar unythlng
to re ewout changing back to Wi° g s e it
is gulte some woy to Spring fleld 1110, was zolng
cn £1l1 the times. However, everybody seermed to be well plazsed between
1532 and 15%37. I neverhenrd any trclk about Fii locel being run by crooks nor
¢id I ever suspect that they did anything wrong ne we miners were satisfied
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ZT AL é?L
25

INTERVITT VITH  with the way the PUA officials were running the loca

TERVIC TH  with th

— hancling the money matters. PLA never had any speci
assessments excent once I recall when they needed some

money to help out other locals who were out or were short of money but that
money went to help those other miners. The miners in local 54 ran that
local thenselves and it was not run for or by a few and everj;thing was taken
un at meetings and was propertly voted upon or debated on, I was not very
active in the union affairs as it w2s too far for me to go to attend the
me=2tin~s as by the time I pot here and ate it was too late to ro to Springfield,
I11. and attend a meeting but I . 4 go once ir. awhile.

o

nln regards to those FUA men co-sicted in those bombince cases
we miners felt that they rot a rottc. de ., and there was some rossip that
Simundson and that bunch had th-~ rail-oaced. The rossip then was that
Edmundson was wery mu~t irte 23ted in their trials,

"Prior to the time the mine closed down UlW never bothered FilA
men at the mine to my lrnowledce and there was no strikes or pickets out there
and there was no trouble that I know of. However, before the strike started there
were 2 or 3 P4 men who were protty strong for UMY and they were FRANK AUSTIN,
ZilT and ANDY Schrelevious and Jim Hale, They would go around and talk to the
other mirers aboubl goin~ back to UMV, Bul they never personally contacted me,
I never heard anything about Elshoff or UL giving any parties.

"In the sprinz of 1927 vhen our contract ran out Mtold us
several times at the mine that they had a temporary acreement o the manage~
ment and that if there was any increase it would be retroactive back to April 1lsi.
e miners felt that Zlshoff would make a con*ract and that it would be just

as root ac any contract that ULV could get for us. There were no firhts on

ray days and everybody seemed to be satisfied with the a-reement and we 3all
thourht we would ret a lump sum if the incrcase went thru., Tvervone seemed

vo be satisfied with the way it was handled. I never say any short.of.other
strikes then. 1 heard that around in April, 1937 Pasgquals and several others
were playine around with men in their own nationalities and were trying to

swing them over but they never contacted me. The managerent of Mine B never

said anything to me about the wage agrcement that I know of.

"I don't recall of any =weeting being held the nirht before the
mine closed but there could have been one but 1 did not a ttend it as I went
to very fev of them. On the mornin- of 5-12-37 when I went to work I did
not know there was foing to be a strike and no one talked about a strike
to me at the mine and the men were not arruing or fi-htine about t heir wages
¢ither. However, later that aftirnoon I heard some rossip thati ©
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Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, BT AL

S INTZEVIEY WITH been out and something was said abowt some men being expelled
e but not fired. TVhen I came out of the mine I did not know
contInue there was a strike and I left my tools in the mine and they
are still there. I believe that the trouble was over those
men and I know it was not over any wage troubles I also heard something about
cars beinre loaded short that day but I was not told to load them short and T
did not see any ol my cars iere all full,

"Several weeks after the mine closed I signed a PHA petition and
I think 1 signed it at Springfield, I11. I sipned it of my own free well
and no one forced ne tc sign and I never heard of any force being used to
sign it, The men were ail crowded around and secemed hanpy to sign it. I
hecrd tha UMY got up a petition too durin: summer of 1937 but I never
sipned it =md wa2s not apnroached »y anyone in regard to it.

. . S t———— X e no ot a3 s ;
Tirents B SRR heve shown me an affidavit dated August
25, 1937 at Virden, I1I., wkich 1s 3igned by several men and I recognize my

sirnature on it. This .- in regard to Charies Roth, who is now dead, con~
tacting some of us aktcas goins to a LIW meeting and the information in that
afTidavit is correct and true 22d ~5 one forzed me at that tire to make the
affidavit., If I recall right the lowy:r for Filh made it up aftzr we miners
toi4 him what harpensd and no one forczo us to make it.

’ﬁi‘li "I z1ls0 heard that durinthhe surmer of 1937 the UMK started a
- rnev loc=l in Sprin-field, I11., but I n.over was contacted by anyone and

L don't know a thing about it. I also recall hearinr somethinr that several
men fron Iline B went over to the Jeffarson mine and I also hesard that Oscar
Falcetti took thot mine over snd that he was boss there.

"In September, 1937 I did not go out to Mine 2 to work but I
heard they were going back under UUW and I went out and helped them picket
until the uarshall came out. I went out to see what wes roing to happen
and did not go out to work under W¥. I recall that the same men I have
rertioned before went down i.%o the mine but no PMA men weni down. Sam
is the right nane too for Joe Albonese. ¥e P4 men did not work beczuse
. e heard the nine vias to be reopened as UMW. Nobody asked me either to go
S out there. WVhen I did go out I saw Falcetti there too, PMA had a regular
mecting before the picketing started and I understood that it was decided
uron that if Ui¥ went in there that PHA would picket tut I 4id not atiend
that meeting but just heard that. I would come home from the sit down
strike szverazl nizhts a wezk but did stay out five nirhts a wezk and PHA
tocal men were just out there and ro strangers vwere brot in at all. The
picketing and cuarding of the mine was very peaceful and we men were there
to protect our jobs and we did not .do anything wrong there and the place -
cot cleaner than it ever was before., ULL did not come out and muse us any
trouble. However, I once heard that UMW was foing to bring some outsiders
in. We men went out to the sit down strike of our own free will and no
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Re: JOMN L. LE7IS, ET AL

b0
LiTERVIEY WITH force wias used and we could go out and leave as we pleased
and nothing unusual happened. When the Marshall came out
continued we all left and the men did not resent the Marshall as the.

men were petting tired of being there so long. 1 think
the liarshall told the men that nobody else would come out and take over.

"I heard scveral dwys later after the Marshall came out that the
ne wis soing to be rcorensd but I did not po out. I remember that in Dec.
37 the NLRE had their {irst election for us and I voted for PLA because
g

re the ot It w T =t a7 A e ~hadar 'Pf\'r-n A wmo
e Lille UQ_;DU wl_l_\_)lﬁu ol L1 D dll llulicDU ‘-r-‘—b‘.a U.LU L ﬂllu JJU\-‘U J wid l..oD Fi=

i
o

=4

+

1
LIl

to vote any special way and no strong arm methods were used. We first went
to the union hall and then-ent to the Armory to vote in a group. In Jan.
1¢38 T think I rcad in the paner thot the nine would be opened but I did
not go out theore as we visre sat. "led that the injunction would keep anyone
from the mine pronerty. I knew B.shoff had not signed a contract with the
Prorressives and as I recall it at this time the rumor was that he would
not deal with the Prci‘wsc'ves boeiuse Lewis and UMW was paying him to keep
the ninc closed. I viceived a recistered letier telling me to come back to
work in YNov, of 1939, tals 13:%3? ~ave me a certain number of days to report
in, 1 dont remcmber how many L.t I -snt book the first day and saw Falscetti,
who told me I would have to walt ti’ll ny place was ready to work in. No
inguirics vere made of me as to which union I belonged to. I went back to
wrork shortly after the first of the year of 1940, one of my sons telling
me when my place was rezdy for me to go back in. Nobody czused me to be
cocked or threatened me in any ar, Chas. Bohaznon did t41k to me at
the mine ~bout swinring over to UM, he said that all the men were joining
and I had betier get lined up. Boh“non was very careful what he said,
he dzg not throoten me or say I might t losc my job. No force was used by
reep thelr men in 1line as the FlA felt their men were loynl and this
WAS unneﬂesszry. I heard at this timec that whenever a nev man was hired or
replaced the nznzrement would only hire ULIW men, I think this is the way
that UISV rot 2 majority at the mine. 1T hzard that if new men coming in
were not ULV they would be sirmed up with that union before t hey went to
~orl, this signing up of ntw men to UlW went on right in the mine yard where
the official and everyonc could see it, so every ody must have known what
wis rpoing one. During this period I was treated about thz same as always
and Elshoff and Falscetti made no statzments to me indicatin-~ that they
Tavored either union.

1

['u

W

"U
[2d
]

"T never signed anvihine for the UlIT until nfter the szcond NIRB
elesction, when every ody h-d tc si~n up with then if they vanted to keep
their jobs. I dont remember sifninc any card for the Prorressives either

Jine the =ymer of 1940

"I voted au the 2nd NLRB election voling arain for FIA, I voted
this way becavse that was the way I felt. Noone forced me to vote for FMA
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Re: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL
b?C/ >
61D

I went directly to the Armory from my home. As fzr as I

know the election was fair and honest. The election was

by secret ballot and was under the supervision of a man

from the Gov't. T paid PiA dues from Jan. of 1940 _up

until the time I wznt with Phn, I %5 with the last group to join UHT I believe

this vas zround h_rﬂh of 2941, I joined the UMJ because I either had to

do that or guite my job, I Sulll like the riid but I had to have a Jjob to

nolooa 1iving, E;vlnr “DF out of work for twvo and one-half years. Then

I went back in Jan. 1940 the territory I had formerly vorked in wasgnot open,

I uscd te work in Box§ but when I came back to work I went in Box I

never he=rd anything about thers being a big fire at the mine in 1939, I

heard shout ’ soing s me talkin~ st some mectirg but I was

not there - QQE_ knovhat it v s 31l avruc. I would hove prpio r°d to

stqy iith LA but felt I hod bettsr join UnWw. T +2d heard of Y
Sprinsfield having owo of his tirzs ri ned open and had heard

of other men being be-ten.

"I have o- I1%l., ruad thne {oreroing statzment on Sept. 2,
1943L it is to the beey of my %o "edrz and belief the truth. I am therefore
voluntarily signing thi threc e Lrpewrivten stolement and initialing

=~ch pagz thereof,

Simned ﬁﬁ%g
¢ . :

Titnesses:

Spoeinl Act. 7B (St. Faul)

Virden, I11. : )
Snte, 2, 1943" '
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he: JOWN L. LauIS, LT AL,

e e vt I e ' Bl a4
NUTednd Novtes Woeld LAKen 01 Lhc 1Nt

* the-~ notes later being transcribed by Azent F and a state-
mert Gravm up, bascd upon them. on Septembor 2, 1943 this statem:ent was

oroscited to him, ¢ read tie saime and DTOHOJDCBd it correct and sipned it.
vas found to have 2 hichor intelleet than rnost miners., It is

. a¢ is a very roliable person anc would be a willing ~ritness
17 cailed upor to testify. Yo advised that he had no criminal record.

is as follows:

The stateront ;:_,’.L 1253 9 ‘*“;,‘

-

: AConts of the
surcau of Investig.itzon, United States Departnent of Justice.

o force or threats nave becn made me to give this statoment.

and came to the United States

¢ o citizen thru fath;r,m
: I1l. “buute JEors 4go eCanc a

in Illinoxs ad 1 Jave never held any union officc and
I pres.ntly anm woerking ot iidne 3 in Spriigfield, I1l., and I started
there bnck .round ke when Iine 3 was under Ui, U7 and
Z1lshoff got along then as Iar as I know of, and the union appuared to
be alrizht for the rven. I vmnted to turn over to i, in 1832 and I
srent over with tac rost of the mon then and I did rot aclp in tuming
over from Ulie to Pla. Between 1632 and 1937 "1Shoff and Pl s.ured to
zct along alright as nothinLg unusual nabpened that T kno of, I don't
kriow of bt reracencrt of dne 3 being dquatlstkd with Fif. or mnted
to ot Ul back, I nover lhezre anything bad at all about PIL non or
officials, 2nd we mincrs feltl that the PI» officials vore all ripht
and vere deoing right for the men., Pia vwas not 2 racket run locnl and
ve had over 400 rombers, I vould attend mectings ornly rov and then

as Sprirgficla, Iii., 1s too far from & but I iould o once in

a walle. -

VRS DorT 1 W
cars gzp and i beg

mumber of uil
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Re: JOWN L. LL/IS, ZIT ..L, é:,
T)CL' é:
I and other miners felt that those P men who
wicre convicied in the bombing cases were railroaded.

N TRVISS LTI

T was satisficd with the Pa o 'ficials and think it was a good union
and I never suspected anyone of stealing moncy from the loeal,
"3 fore the ML closed I never saw ULL/ picket 'dne 3 nor did T
S0 artr Ty o A 1 Ty TnTu Jc oroe +hao waing nlnenAd T nover
[ RN Ny hldy 1.).11‘ [ ) vl J“L .,\.'.I. k--J\-l.l \_, -k WL UL LS B il QA% .LU A o i Vil
war apgeroached by anyone to 301n ML, and I never knew of any UM, spics being

-

in Fil then, Things werc running smooth and there was ne trouble at all,
i mover heard anythiag about any parties iven by Zlshoff or Ui,
*
"I roeall that a:nosprasg I 1537 we verked without a cortract and
e wore told that wo wedd wvork pendd g 3 settlement. The rumor was that the

= [+]
pay would be rotrozctive, T think that told us about this =t idnc B,
T never hoard that FiLoocould net -8t as goa contract as Uil could. In
pril, 1937 I don't roolll of the nen complaining at all on pay days and
e Wore just waiting ferooa ,‘+";;v1t of ti. costract and I dont't racall
nf oany strly s or trouvles th.n catisir bg”ﬁrﬂ the :ane closaed., The nine
officials nover sand anthong to 48 about that wrage question that I know of,

1T gdid not 2ttend a meetit orn tho night bofore the mine closed
sut T thlnk I know of Lhe meeting 2nd think 1t was a opteial one but am not
sure but I heard arcund the minc of that mocting. im tho mornue vthen the
mina ClDSLd I vent to rork as usual and ¢id not hear anything 2bout the

B e e T s 3 B P b e T B T R e LS

CoE U .stion ance & don't r.enil hoaring an Jonloag o wiab Soms men oCcing
cx2¢13ed ard I did rot s.2 or hoar anythooim adoud any short cars. I think
I worked 21l that day and vhen I 1oft T thought I -ould go back to the mine
the 1ext doy and I odon't romember anything nhout a strike then., I think

I vert home that day and went Szck to work the next dny and then lcarned

L

noout the trouble. I had even 1cft my tools theore the dayr before. T think
I thern hoard that the trouol. st.rt.d over some men buing expellcod. 4

s .ort time aofter the mure closed I 51gned a PH. petition of ry own free

+'111 and ro one forced me to sitn it and [ hilieve T signed 2 or 3 in all

. - 1 s .
arouncd that time or so. T =1 med bhoecausce Ivimted Fiw to ¢

o sent
I never hourd of ziyore boarng foreed to siym them, I also heard that Uﬂf
hid a petition out but I never was spproached and I never siencd it, I
also sitred anoth.r Vi, petition ir fall of 1437 and no one forced ne to
sipn that, I think that was lor Washington or sorething like that, I al-

vays vas witling to sign for Pl as L wanted Plia as my bargaining agent.

"in summ.r of 1937 7 heara that Tl was forming a nev locnl but no

or.c asked me to jouin it. I n.ard they pgot about 12 momburs or so ard I
Hoard that UM was going zround uvilking to the men., I o:ce heard that
Falectti went over to the Jeffcrson i'ine to run it, -
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Lee Jo L. LogIS, T .l. é: _)
b")_g

L ILNTE q and “n\ave shovn ne an affi-
ks : thlD dated august 25, 1937 at Virden, I1l., which re-
Sontinucd)’ fers to Charics Reoth, vho now is dead, telling me
ard orhors to attend a Ul mecti g, The irformation in that affidavit is
truc anc correet angd I have rccogni.ed ry signature on 1t and no orc
forced re to sive that afidavit then and I think 1%t was made in the court

house at Virden, I11.

T r_call that in thc fall of 1937 fHine B rcopened and T don't

r.c2ll hevr 1 ogot tihe notice out I think sorml oune phoued re nnd T don't
rucall of poing to any micting vhere hﬁ* iterded to do somcthing about it.
T was all ready to 2o ¢ work 204 o that [irst day I belicve that about
5 or 6 men wont dovm and they we 3 vote unluhr, Cotton ananias, .ndy Schre-
lovivus, Tony Plotchy, Zemonic pasgusle, Summy, Frank .astin, John Sirtout,
0. ANG Lunory Jaeziny (fath.r and son thoey are) Charles 3ohannon znd Jinm
dzlc, I think they 2.l had thigir vorkile clothes on and nobody stopped.

them from poing to vwerx. I dop U vecald of being told thot I ”ould have to
b¢ U0 before I cowld go tovirk, 1 romeno.r thut sone of thesz mon who

had vorked there beaivre b I never heard they werce SplCS for 017,
I 1live: . and did not knov overything that went on then, I
¢cumo back ho iy anc ih A 07 or so wort back and the picket line Wﬂs
sct up znd I stayed thera about 50 fzrs ard there uas no Srouble at all.

mer on this striks woere from the loe.l ard ther. wore no outsiders brot 1t
and thore vierc no fights or trouble at all and we were just .rotecting our
jobs. .o felt thut the UM men mieht come out 1f weo left and we felt

14 A le arawe Ay Wi o~
1 LAKS OVeT b:l'_.' Fili Ce

vont coun

L C

irn sory outsidurs ar

o
e

L1, = - - 2 - 4 | [
that thoy might brin

osv

97 yias thers vhen the tarshall cams out and about hnlf the men
ere plad as they wanted to it home and I think the larshall said that they
ould rot let anyouc €lse on the property and everyone left at once.

[ did not krow thzt the mine attoopited to reopen again in Dec.
1237 but I r.call that < voted 2t the first I'IR3 election wiiich was neld
rin Sgr"ffleﬁ, 111, }ndilt was b b7 oscerct Ja}lo 1 vas vorking 2t.

; T e : and ~fc both —ent o
7l,u r ard voted ard tach 1 ent horc. I votud for £, as I ficurca 1
25 thy best union for us 2i.d e miners were satisfied with it, Pl
never irfluenced us men hotr to voie and it vas an hohest Jdoction and no
stror~ arm mothods were uscd. T was still workinge: : in Jan. 1938 so
gon't know if minc reopened avain or not bubt 4 did sce somcihing in the
siper about vher: they had sined wy for . but « £lt the injunction was
5till out. ‘ '\

#The gossip was that “lshof? must Le geiiling mowey Trom sone place |
did not si,m a contract wita Plla in 1933 or 1939,

,
L
3
)
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Le: JOMM L. LIS, ET al. L oy
SN .

INTLRVIL- WWITH Mhen the mine reopened for good in Fov. 1939
: some onc phoned me and L don 't remember getting 2 letter
and we were given a limited time tu rctwn., I went out

wd an still there, Falcetti dad not sary to me as to what union I belonged
too. Yo ong ever bothured mc there but a couple of guys asked me when I
28 zoing to join over to Ude and I told thenm I was satisfied the way it
1z bubt theay said the Ull. was tic best wnion. They never threatened me
that I wouwld lese my job and they talked to me at the mine. "o oue ever
cortacted me at home and when I rcturned I paid my dues to PEL as therc was
no check off then. Pl dad not usc strong arm methods at all as they de-
»onded upon their men to stick together bucause they krow they had the
ﬂAJUTltV and they did not have to do any <irty vrork., I saw quitc a few
etrongers at dine R all of whol =2ro Ui men., ‘hen I returned rnothing
woe sa1d about the wazy agrsenent and I figurcd there would be a contract
signed later on. I alwsrs had a good room and wlshoff and Faleetti never
g31d anything to me aboeat wantiag U, back therc. I did hear that the
maratement of Mine 3 w.vld not listcn to Plis complaints but would listen
to +thosc from Ulis., I wns told by somconc that 1f T joined UM then I could
#ct in frec bub later on I would havs to pays and I told them I wowld pay
17 necessary.

"In the swmer of 1940 I never signed anything for Ul and

don't know for sure if I signed anything for Pis. overyhody was turning over
and I think I joined over to Ues after the lust KLRZ clection or cithor just
b_forc the election was hold, at that cicction I voted for PiLl and no
pressure was brot on me and it was 4 fair and zood clection and was by

sceret Dallot. Hovever Ul von bogause whonever a P, guit the now men

they ired were WM meh and after the eloction many quit. I fi-ally turned

ver because I needed a job and I aw still ther.. The mine was in bad shape
vhen it r'opbnad ané I think it took a lot of money to fix it up and I never
heard 2 hlng about a firc ther. in 1939, T did aot attend tiac rnecting

I wheng oas kicked out and 1 nave attended only 1 UIT/ meoeting since
Joining. ard not hove any troudle with Fleetii at Gne B as T know

Mim 17211 becuuse ht usesd to love around Virden, I1l,

on 9-2-43
v the bost

T have rcad this two prze stavemant ¢
and I have signed it of oy ovm froc will bccausL ¥ 35 truc
of my knowledge.

"o itncegsg

op iﬁ-bﬂun, FBI’
st. Paul M
/a/

:5U61AT agent, FRI, - 319 -
LT tilwaukee, "/iS.
- 3 9-2-43.%




RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. J o
o) <

&7

INTERVIEW WITH The following 1nvest1;atlon was conducted by Special
K N at Spring-

Agernte
field,

on oseptember an s .

11 nois;

-te. er 5, 1943, agents went to the resi-
dence of % s S ! pringfield, Illincis, and no

one resporEEE‘fB"Kgéﬁfggknock altﬁ"fE}TTrfﬁ,front and rear doors were open,
but the screen doors were closed indicating that some one probably weas
sleeping. At the rear door, Agents, while on the porch, ncted that on the
kitchen table there was some kind of & note which was placed up against a
dish end Agents believe that the note said something about phoning
nvhen he got up, and it was <igne? “Ilom"”; also on the note there
appeared to be scome wriiin wblch said “Loun®. let this out. It is not sure
whether or not the =a T is correct, but that is what the name
lcoked like.

On the afternoon of Se

On the meorrine of September €, 1943, Agents returned to the home

S and v; + introde~dire themcelves to Phe advised that
he did not want teo got nixed vp in znviring and he did not want to appear

in Court. Ee volunteered this izforricion Lufore Agents had a chance to
explain their mission. He alco saii that he did not care to answer any
questicns and did not want any trouble. Agents explained to him and his wife
who also was present, their mission and he still said that he did not want
to say anything as it did nct matter to hi= vhat union he belonged to just
ss long as he had a job, § USE was asked whether or not he had been
contacted relative to the 1nvest1gat10n and he refused te affirm or deny
that he had been, He further =said that if he did give a statement he
wented a copy of the same and the Bureau's policy in this matter was full
explained to him, During this time both © g ere told by
Arents that he did not have to muke ary statements g 0 Agents if he
did not desire to do so and that Agents would liks to have him place in
writing just why he did not desire to give a statement, and then they
weuld imnediately leave At this time he asked his wife for her opinion,
und she told him that it would do no harm to ansvier the q‘ibbblons. He was
told by Agents that he cculd answer whatever questions he desired to, or
could refuse to answer any he desired to.. At this time he remarked that he
would answer the guestions, but did not desire to any snything thet might
ineriminate him.

Ahen about half through the interview he again expressed fear to
Agents in the presence of his wife that he might have to go into Court and
that he might get "balled up", and he was told that Agents would discontinue
the interview if he so desired; and would leave immediately; that Agents
were there to protect his rights and not to violate them. However, he said
that he would continue on and when the interview was completed he asked
Agents if he had said anything that would involve him and make it necessary
for him to come into Court. He was told that Agents had nothing to do with

- 320 -



S ‘. B P T . Lo

L") e

INTERVIEN WITH that and that it would be up to the attorneys for the
United States Government to decide that matter., He
continue previously had been told that neither he nor the unions

were under investigation, but that the investigation
wes being corducted to determine if Federal laws had been violated.

was then given the statement to read and he gave it to his
wife and asked her to read it tc him. After she read the first two pages

che requested A{ﬂm-to read the sames to which was done.
After the statement was r to him he id it was true and correct and

res asked if he desired to rot, and that he need not sign
it if he did not care *o do so. He scugrv The adviece of his wife who said
thet if it were true he should sigrn i1, and therefore did,

never hoi been arrested in his life and
: . 5 . A : v - as well as'
Tater one It was nono: 0y ALenTS ThLa : overly int@€lligent and
it is felt that he k.5 concerled information from Agents, and that he un-
doubtedly haud been couv.ctec y s moru2z in regard to this investigation.

|
|
|

avc the following signed statement:

" Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 6, 1943.

hereby give the following statoment tofy
S : 2 vho are known to me to be Spec. Agts., of the
.B.I. No Threats oOr promises have been made me to procure this statement.

I have been there since
irst joined a mine union
A mﬂm__

"I am emggoyed at Mine "B" as

m I was born %
v - 5

"Prior to 1932 there was no trouble between Elshoff and U.M.W.
so far as I know., In 1332 when the Progressives were formed I joined
the P.M.4. 1 took no sctive part in forming this union.

"1 don't know what the relationship between P.M.A, and Elshoff

was from 1932 up until the strike was. I don't know of the management
1 e

f mirne R =v 13 ceadid nr Aane arnvihine A m =)

4 J
union or another or to muke the men change from F.M.A. to U.M.W, .

O mMminge L &Ve J&a\id.ll.b ool il WUIY ally biie iy VU R

"I never paid a lot of attention to the way the P.M.A. union
was run from 1932 to 1937. I didn't even attend the mectings. It didn't
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RZ: JCHN L, LEWIS, ET AL é) Do

éj’)g )

WITH make no difiersnce to me which union they had. I don’t
Imow how the money collected by P.M.A. from the miners
was spent, therc were lots of rumors but I don't know
what was done with the money.

NTERVIE.

"] don't Jmow anything ebout the guilt or innocense of the P.M.A.
men who were sent up for Tombings. ‘

BT vryrow eowr awvy 1T M T ninlat 1irnas or arnv TV W Titearature
4 HIT VT I oav G.JLJ Uasllsisa EJ.UI-.UU A A Cadd “aliisTye e Wk A WAL
eround the Mine B from 1932 to 1937. I never during this period saw anyone
tround the mine trying to get the men to swing back te U.M.%w. from P.M.A,

"I know nothing sbou} any parties being given by Elshoff for
UM H. officiels or U.M.W. offii 1ls for Elshoff.

"I don't recell much about the contract running out in the Spring
of 19%37. 1'd rather not say anything about the wage question at all.

"I was home the night before the mine closed and did not go to
eny meetinge.

"hen I went to work the morning of May 12th, 1937, I really
didn't think there was going to bte a strike., That afterncon ] heard that
we were to quite work end I quite and came home. I found out some time
later why the strike was called but would rather not state the reeson
given me. On the day the strike started I saw some cars loaded short.

They were I bezlieve loaded short over a dispute over the contract. I don't

know whether the mine closed over the dispute over the wage question or over
the men who were cxpelled from the union.

"I recall signing a petition for P.M.A., I don't remember just
where but I don't think it was signed on mine property. I signed this of
my own frec will.

"I did not hear anything about any U.M.%. petition the summer of
1937, I ncver saw such a petition.

"I don't remember whether I signed one or two petitiems for
FP.M.A. “Vhatever I signed I did of my own free will,

"] wus not approached to join any U.M.W. local the summer of
1937, I did hear that such a local had been formed.

I don't rccall auything unusual kappening during the summer of
1937,

*I rememhar thare waa on attempb to opan the mine in Repho 1037,
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RE: JOHN L. LEIS, ET 4L Af? c
b ’-) g‘) ~
. 4 ITH I went to the mine that day I believe someone came and

told me they was going to reopen. 1 did not work that
day and don't know whether anyone worked or not. I was
at the mine about 10 or 12 days during the strike, we
were there to protect the mine and our jobs. 1 never saw anyone there
but local 54 members. I went out there of my own free will. I was not at
the minc when the Marshull ceme cut.

continued

"] did not go out when they amttempted to open the mine in Dec.
1937, I heard of it but did not go out.

"I voted at the first N.L.R
T

vote end I voted the way I wnn'iji N

as for as 1 lmow wos honest.

"I den't recall anything chbout an mttempt to open the Mine "B"
in Jonuary of 1938,

- "I know thet some of the men from ¥ine “B" were working at the
Joeffersen mine in 1338, I don't lmow who they were though.

"TIn most o 3 WA
thing about what may have happened in re
r.o interest.

f 1938 and 1939

i

o} -a.‘c's A 4 e < ===
the Mine “B" then I took

Vis
to

D.-:I

0'1 0

"ahon the Mine "B" opened in 1939 I rcoccived a registered letter
telling me to come back. T went out on = Mondsy and went right to work.
I understood that we were to got Unicen weges end I was paid Union wages.
I poid duss to P.MJA. for some time after going beck to worke a&fter I

went back to work for a while I guite psying ducs to P.4.A. end made up
rwng ducs to P.M.4A. because I did not

LA S ailadds WMTULWRLWST

my mind to join U.M.%w. I stopped p

ayi
likc the wey they were handling death benefits.

"I joined U.M.".. of my own free will nobody forced me in any way.
I think this was after the 2nd N.L.R.B. election.

"I don't rccall signing any cards for either U.M.W. or P.M.4. tho
summer of 194C.

“I vo ted in the Pv-Ad N.T DR olarcrtdsn st +he Lvmary T oatnA
Wl Ldd LWL [ EFRVE FLN IR AN iy ) ket e L L WA v Wddhs m‘llUJJ. < LS A TSR &)
of my own frece will the wey I wanted to. This slection was by scerect

ballot and was cntirely honest so far as I know.
"There wcre some falls and slate in the mine when it re-opened

but they got coal out of onc seotion of it in about 3 days. I know nothing
about rny firce at Mine "5"™ in 193%. I was not at the mceting at which
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RE: JOHN L. LEJIS, ET AL. _ & 7 .
ﬁg'é:"‘

TERVIE, WITH

f' . p
) (cdntinue!! "I have had Agent LHread the foregoing eight
pege statement to me and to the best of my knowledge
and belief it is the truth, I am therefore signing it of my own will.

as kicked out,

Signed:

Special &gent (F.B.I.7 (Milw,)
> QI' .cial Azfulxt, FCB":-O, Stc P&ul, Minn.

Sprirgfield, Ill.
Scpt. 6, 1543, “ "
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;'I?'TERVIE " ITH

5p001a1 Agent"E

0y
Illinpis. At that time
intarview, which were lator tra

han! no t n crlbe- and & statement
c¢rawn from them This statement was presented tco _m Scptember 2,

184%, at 1hlch tlme he pronounced it corrzct in all QeCAIIE and signed it,
It vas obscrved that !had an intelleet above that of the average miner,
e appcoarced to be an honest and reliable individual, It is believed that he
would makc a good and willing witness if called upon to testify. IHe advised
that h¢ has no ceriminal record.

%
s

is as follows:

The statement given by

% 111,
Sept. 1, 1943

give the following statcment itz :
nc T wno are known to me to be 8pecial Agcn § O
Fidceral Buresu of Investigantion. Yo threats or promises have been made

me to give this ctatement and I make it voluntarily, & my own free will,

"I was borr 131, and I am a citizen of the

d working at "ine "B" ebous
V.7, Union there. Up bo 1532 the UL shoff got along OK so far
as I mow, During this timo the union was alright sc far =2s ths men were
concerncd,

" hen the union split in 1932 1 wanted to go with tho Progressives,

I wont over with the majority of the other men and éic no organizing,

-

"Trom 1932 to tho time of theo strike in 1937 F.M.A, seened to gzet
alonz OK with Elshoff so far as I kmow, I dont remember anything unusual
harrening during this time. I did not kmov Inything about the managemcnt
at Yinc "B" being dissetisfied with F,ILA, or wanting to pget U,MN.. back
in the mine,

"I never h.oard of the P.},A, officials doing anything wrong and
ae far 2s I knew the men sero sa tlsf1’d with them 2nd the vay they handled
union affairs, I did not feel that the P,M.i. loecal was belng run as a .

racket at oinc "B", I know F.M.A. had over 400 members there, I attended
mectings only once in awhile heemuse it was sn fer Lo g0 Lo Springfislé to
attand ofter hoving ‘wrxed 211 damy,
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Re: JOMN L, LETIS, ET AL L?’? ¢
©7p
MTERVIET UITH "I believe the general feeling among the miners

at Mine "B™ was that the 32 or so miners who

was sent up for bombings had been framed. I

wans always satisfied with the P.I.,A, officials and
felt it was a good local, I never suspected any of them of doing anything
wrong with the money of the local. I think it was & good union.

(contlnued

"Betwesn 1522 and the time of the strike in 1937 I never saw any
TV . men picket Minz "BM. So far as I know the U.¥.,7. did nct hand or
sent out any pamphlzts to the Progressives cither at the mine or at the
mins home, Frior fo the timc of the strike I was never approached to swing
cver to the U.V.%. and knew of no spigs in the P.M.A, local, during thie
period as I reeczll tkings went smoth and there was no trouble, I never
knew or heard anything about anv Vv parties bczng civen by Elshoff for U.M.W,
officials or men. b , . e

\'i} ) _’ﬁm ?;7 fﬁa >

"] remember that in Var, 1937 the Union contracts ran out and
that we worked for avhile without a contract. Az I understood it they
exrected to make a contract and anz Daz increase would be retroactive to
April first. T think it wvas mwnu told us this and that he told
us out at Mine "BE™, 1 knew of ne reason to believe that P.IT.A. couldn't
zet as good 2 contract as U.I'. . and we expected the P.UM.A. would get a
contract, I dont remember any complaints being made over the mens pay in
Arril and dont recall and work stopvnazes or other trouble at this time,

"I didn't go to ths meeting the night before the strike but as I
remember it I knevwi the meeting was to be held., I think this was a special
meetin: and dont recall how I heard of it. On the worning of the day the
strike started I went to work as always. I didn't hear any argument over
viares that day but do remember hearing talk of some men having been
expelled from P,H.A. I did not see or hear anything of cars coming up and
of tke mine being loaded short. .~ hen I came up out of the mine and
went home thut night I 4id not know there was golng to be any strike. 1 came
back to the mine to zo to work the next day and found the mine shut dowm,
it was then I heard that the mine was closed bscause the P,M,A. mern refused
To work with the expelled miners, A short time after the mine closed I
signed & petition for F.K,A., "o one forced me to sign this,and as far as
I kno everyone who signed it did so because they wanted to. I heard that
the ¥.1,7, got out a petition that summer btul no one asked me to sign it
and I dont know anything aoout the methods used to get men to sizn. 1 also
remember later on signing another F.M.A. petition, T also signed this one
as the other tecause I wanted F.IF.A, as my union, I heard nothing about
anyons being forccd to sign this petition.

"In the summcr of 1937 I heard that U.M.7. was forming a new
local in Springfield, but no one asked me to jein it. I did hear that
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Re: JOEY L. LEWIS, ET AL qé;,—7 o

. : . b 7~D

the U.M.W. had men going around trying to sign

men up but I dont know anything about the methods
‘they used. I once heard that during the strike
Falscetti went over to the Jefferson mine to run
it. I don't know anything about :r, Tlshoff owning any interest in or being
8 reciever far ::ls mine,

"I have been shown by Agents of the F,B.I. en affidavit dated
tug, 25, 1937 at Virden, I1l. this affadavit refers to Charles Roth,
who is now dead, telling me and others to attend a U.¥,7., meeting. The
information therein is true and correct and I reaffirm it and mwy signature.
The statements in it were given freely by me and I was not forced to sign
it or compelled in any way. I believe it was made at the Court Fouse in
Virden, I11.

"I remenber that min;k"" was reopened in the fall of 1937, I
knew it was going to onen but dont recall just how I pgot notice of This,
I believe somcone phoncd and told me sbout it. T have no rccollection of
the frogressives having held any meeting to decide what they erc going
to do. As I remember T want back the first day all ready to go to work
but didn't. I think that only about 5 or 6 men vent dowvn in the mine that
day. Thosc men as I recall wers Pste Carter, Cotton Ananias, Andy
3chrelevious, Tony Flotch, Dominic Fasquale, Sammy, Frank Auston, John
3irtout, Geo. & Tmory Jacaway {Father & Son), Charlcs Bohancn and James
Fxle, T belicve they were 2ll in wrking clothes and nobody tricd to
stop them, T dont remember any bedy saying you had to join UM.,”. in order
to go to work., 1 dont remcmber that thesc mon wcrc supposed to be U.M.7.
spies but do remember that they went to work., 1 came on back home that day
and -ent back to the mine thz next day to help —ith the picketing, I
helped with this for about 30 days and then got & job with i

el g

"I voted in the {irst ¥,L.R.B. clection as I had a right to do
this and intended at the time to go back to work at mine "B". As I
remember this election it was fair and honest., The balloting was by
sccrect ballot and no one tried to influence me to vote one way or the

"hen the mine opened in Dec. 193% I went back and vorked one day
then quite. I quite end went to work at the Virden Yine which is a P.M.A,
mine, I om still a P.!'.A. member. I quite the mine "B" becausc 1 hed
another job at the Virden inc and felt I would rather work there.

————
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Re: JCIX L. LEWIS, ET AL

b7D

"] have read the foregoing statement of nine hend-
written pages and to the best of my knowledge and
belief it is &ll true. 1 am therefore signing
this stztement of my own free will.,

continuec

[ ] . o
Signed: §R

aalnceoes:

OEET //
pecial Agent F.BR.I, (¥ilw.)
111. Sept. 2, 1943"
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Re: JOM L. LEWIS, IT AL. 1976/

INTRRVIZW WITH

-at his residence, @ Springfield, Iilinois, on
September 7, 1943, He appeared to be w1ll;rg tn answer questions put to
him, but h.d no krowledge of pertinent facts. He would not make a good
witness., He fumished the following signed statement.

"Springfield, Ililinois
September 7, 1943

make the following statement *o
: vhom I know to be Special
nvestigation, U. 5. Department

Agerts of the
of Justice, %

Spr{ngfiéld, .

and I am unenployed a ime,
"The first mine union I joined was the United ldine vorkers

of Amerca winch will be referred to hereinaflter as T, T Joined

this wion 1n at :fise '2'. I worked at this mine continuously

fron.“to Yay 12, 1937, the day the mine cleosed down.

"I never heid an oifTice in a mise wnion, I am not familiar
with the circumstances at liine B in 1932 which TDrought about the
formation of the Progressive #ire »orkers of aAmerica which will
be referred to hereinafter as the PMA,

"T was satisfied with the UM before 1932, T noticed no trouble
between lshof? and UMW before 1932,

"as far as I know Zlshoff ot along alrignt with the PMA wmtil
1935 or 1936 when it appeared he began to favor the UM, T felt
Elshoff seemed to be very friendly with some of the nen who seemed
to pe UMy organizers. I consider the following men who were viorking
at the mine before it closed dovn were UlLM organizers: Joe ilbanese, And-
ray Schrelevicus, Domnic FPasquale, Pete Carter, Frank austin, Tony Ploteh,
go?n Sirtout, George Jacaway, Zmory Jacaway, Charles phannon, and James
ale.

"one of these men ever talked to me. I heard they were UM’
organizers from the other miners,

"] was satisfied with the PMs. I would still rather work under
the FMa than the UMu. while T worked at lline B. T was a coal digger.
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Re+ JOHN L. LZaIS, et al. Z;'_)o«

b0

INTERVIZw wITH *1 know rothing of the wage scale controversy.

"] heard about the PUA meeting on May 11, 1937.

Some miner told me about it. I was not able to go to that meetirs., I heard
the uext day some UMi orgarizers had been thrown out of PMA at this meet-
irz,

"I remember that tlie coal cars were shorted on May 12, 1937 but I
«xd not know why.

"T never tried to go back to work at Ifine B after May 12, 1937 when
it later tried to re-upen or vhen 1t &d open in Hovember, 1939. .I did
1ot go back because I was too old and rmy health would not let me work
anymore,

= _

e
"Lnasruch as my eyes are Lt good I have ha G
read this statement to me cuns:.s‘b:l_n'J ol twWo pages arL

it 18 True and correct.

witnessed:

ent, F.B.1.

Speclal néént .B.I."

- 330 =



i

RE: JOHN L. LT7IS, ET AL. z, RO

LD -

wes interviewed by Special agente

W gms:.sted that he
w nothing concernlng RCTIVITICS &% Mine B, He ex-

presses himself with some diffieculty znd appears to nhave a poor memory.
It is not fult thet his feulty memory is the result of any contacts that |
might heve boon made with him.  Although his personal eppearance 1is satisﬁ
factory, it is felt that he would make a poor witness. He furnished the =
following signed stetement:

-

Y .. IKNTERVIE. W1TH

1

!
1

"9-6-43

e the feoillowing voluntary statement to
both™ * whom have identified themsclves as be=
pecla ¢ Federal Bureau of Investigstion. No threats or
promises have been made to induce me to make any statement.

"

Lhwas born i % e
I have been a U.S. citizen since presently 1i
b 5 . I joined the U.M.... in about
working &s a mincr, have never held any offiec in any uniecn, I never
attended many union meetings and haven't been to any since ges rationing.

"I started to work at Mine B in 1936 and had joined the Progressive
in 1932 wher the state went Progressive., when I first started working at
Line B everything secmed to be going alonc fine. 411 the men were getting

-
c_ai"?- n vier 277 wipht with
v

union was r olpn +la
LF 8.10ng .2 lgav Wilh The

AT Aavme oyt 3 ! ] o]
QLONE, Wit Wi OLii10urs all uJ. uNnigon was 2R~

company.

"I was working at Mine B ir the spring of 1937 and don't know
anything about any wage dispute or ony qucstions about wages. I never
heerd enything sbout any men working for United. At the time of the strike
I wos working in box and remember that we all worked as usual until
ethout 3 o'clock in the afternoon, when they told us to go home. ‘e didn't
know anything ebout any strike until after the strike was called.

"I remember that a short time after the strike somc Progressive
men told me to sign & pazper so I signed it. I don't rcmomber any petitions
being sent around to the meni I went out to the mine in the fall when the
men went on the picket line and stayed there off and on until the injunction
was issued in Dec. of 1937, I used to come cvery once in a while, especially
cn Saturday nights to see my wife and clean up. I didn't sce any fighting .
=nd nohody 5813 T had to stay out to the mine.

T remember thot I voted i

L 21 re of
I remember that we all marched to the Armory in groups of about 1% o



b7

RE*® JOHN L. LEwIS, ET 4L. L0

IHTERVIEH ﬁ;;ﬁ men in a group. after the strike some men came to my

F house and asked me to join United. I told them I didn't

continued want to join until all the rest of the men did. I
remembar that Bohannon came to my house sometime in the

fall of 1940 after I started back to work in }Mine B and told me thet the
rine wesn't golrng to operate any more with Progressive men. Two cther men
were with Bohennon but I don't remember their names. They didn't hit me
or threuten me in any way though. &5 I recall it, I started back to work
al Mire F shortly after the new vear started in 1940.

I belicve I joined the United Mine workers in the winter of
1940, I wanted to keep my job and wes afraid of losing my job if I didn't
sign up with United. INobody cver told me, but we all felt that unless we
Joined United we would lose our job. Nobody ever hit me or threatened me
in zn attempt to get me to jcin‘§ union. During the time I was at the mine
I never saw anyone hurt. -

ey - 3
Yhis statcmort of 2 pages has been read to me b

Signed

Spceinl Agocnts, FBI, U,S. Dept. of Justice. "
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Re: JOHN L. 1EVIS, ET AL ) A oa
, /

(i » INTERVIFL, SITH

, was interviewed at his home by

¢ Special Agents § ‘ . N R can neither

f read nor vrite bngals AS & very poor menory not make a satis-
factory ..itness, He fa led to remember ary details concerning activities
o+ Vipe B and the fallowing statement was s:cured from him:

‘ T1linois,
September 2, 1443,
f£21lowiny signed voluntary stete-
ol T ho have identifiec themselves
to me as voing specia. sgants in the Federal Purcau of Investization. No

threats or Eromir:s have been EFde to mo to gt me to mazke a statement,
T resicde it SR ho

, maxe tho

¥+

"I was born i- A , and came to the U. S.,
i:- I am an Am.rican ci cozl mining in about and
i-ined the ‘nited line ..orkers z: that time. I heve nevir held an ofTice 1in
any unicn,

"T went to work st ¥ine B about 1935, as near &s I can recall, and
1 was working therc on the day of the aiflke. I n't know enything

ebout the strike, I was working in Bl x' a1t the tlm

it a 1ung Rt
I don't remember.,

>

"’fter the strike I sipgned a petition at the Union Hall in
princficld. I was at the rines on the picket line, three, four months.
nll the other Tellows were there,” 1 went to show I was a good member of
[ Frogrossive. somsone told me to go.

"The above is all I knew ale ut the trouble,

(signed)

Toitnessed: : .

. {sirmed)
s signed)
urLCJal fAgents, F.E.T.

"U. S. Dept. of Justice

Mrate: Above reoad b
- 1] Lo advlsed
arg true."

nF’hI’LL
contents w

)
)
)
)
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Re: JOMN L. LIWIS, ET AL. o/

INTERVIL. WwITH

G . A -seemnd afraid
but when agked if anyor.e had told him
S not to give information to the F.B. I.,uF 2id that no one had talked
S to nim. Hde speaks English with diffic ¥ anl wnderstands it when spoken
T glewly. Hde claimed to have ne criminal record, If necessary, he is willing
. tr begtifrr Yo furnisned the following signed statenment.

anc B

Vv Special Agents P ~
e interview,

of sometlirg du;ing

, "Springfield, I1l,
e Septenber 6, 1943.

"I, S make ti fo“lcw7 g ctaterent freely and
voluntar;I";f = a BT who have
identified tnemse;ves to me as Rrecial An e Federal
Sureau of Invesiigation. MNo threats or promises nave been

made to me to ootain tihds statement.

"] presently reside 2t @&
I zam empluved,at iire 2 I vas borv.

- I came to tie United States
in prlngfleLd, T11. in o

"7 first joined a union, the Unitea line workers, in Spring-
fieid, I11., ir I stayed in this union wntil 1932 when I
joired the .-ogr=551ve Hine Workers of america, I think it was
before the election in February 1341 at Mine B that I rejoined
tie U.L.07., but I am not sure. I have never been an officer in

any wilon.

"] started to work at ifine 3 about -}fhen the P.M.i. unien
was orgznized in 1932, i went zalong with the majority. From that
time wntil 1937 everythi.g was smooth at Mine B. I was satisfied
with the P.M.A. wiion and with the leaders of that union, I would
have been satlsfled it Ul a. also because it makes no difference

to me to which wnion I belong. I just want to be with the majority
in a union, .

"Refore the strike started in 1937 no one ever said anything to
me abeut joining the U.U. .. I don't remember any talk about anyone
trying to force any of the miners to join a wnion,

i "I went to quite & few P.M.A. union meetings, but I don't re-
Dk member & neeting on the right before the strike started. I don't
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1;5LJ: Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.
P ! 19'7 g
R - A >
o T
INTERVI= WwITH rerenver any talk about some men being kicked out

of the P.u.A. because of their working for U.M.W.
ontinue

10n the day the strike started I went to work in fHne 3, I don't
krniow any r.as:us for the strike. I think i<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>