¢ &

Re: JOHWN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

TERVICH W b o Loy
ontinue .
That 18 the on!y pos!!lon I have held in this UM/ local. -

*In Spring of 1937 I remember there was some controversy be=
tween the PMA and the company over retroactive pay, and I think this
mght have been the reason for this strike, But I never heard the reason
for the strike was because the company would mot fire those men expelled
from the PUA local.

"I have read this statement of four pages and believe it to be
true and correct to the best of my knowledge,

/s/ N

l'I"u'i'(f.nes_s:
/s/ N specia) agent, F.B.I.
/s/ Y 571 sgent. F3L"
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Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL

bic  bb

- : VIEW Spring-
L field, Illinoi ervieved gt
' Special Agent

gL d at
which time he executed a signed statement which is quoted beloWe T

. ” was extremely cooperative and appeared eager to
+  assist in s investipation. It is believed he will make a very eood

g witness and appeared to have a thorough knowledge of the pertinent facts
. in this case He
b voluntarily supplied argents ; Py of a page pstition Gated

Sept. 10, 1937 and entitled, "Designation of Representative For Collective
Bargaining Under the National Labor Relations Act®™. The petition contains
a list of approximately 431 names and reflects that the signers thereof
wish to be represented by PMW in all negotiations, i receipt was piven
for this statement and it is being retained in the files of the Sprincfield
Field Division.

. is presently unemploysd and he has no known criminal
record. . He also exhibited his Honorable Discharpge from the United States

Army. 7
e——
The following is the signed statement as obtained from WY

nSpringfield, Ill.
Auvgust 30, 1943

make the woluntary statement to
7ho are Special Arents of the Federal Bureau of
No threats or promises of any kind have bezn made to get

b §
and
Investigation.
me to make a statement.

"] was born I began to.
work in the nine at Peabody ine #53 in and I then joined U.M,T%.A.
I worked at several mines but remained a merber of this union until 1932

I became dissatisfied with the way John L. lewis was trcating us and
, because they stole the ballots at the election in 1932, I joined P,

I did not work at the mines then until -whon I went to work at Mine

B. I w2s a member of P.¥ at this time and was also on the mine committee
the first year I worked at iHinc B. In this capacity, I'had the job of
settling the grievances and I never had any difficulty in any way with Oscar
Falsetti or any of the other officials,

"A short time before the F.IW strike in 1937, I was awaire that
there were some labor spies who werzs attempting to psrsuade the miners to
Join the U.M.W.A. About three weeks before the strike I came towrk at
about 6:30 A.Y. and saw that soms yellow pamphlets had been distributed.
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Re: JOHN L. IETIS, ET AL
' b7 bp

INTERVIET ¥ Those pamphlets as near as I can recall had to do with

& the fact that we would not get any retroactive pay. I

(continued) was "digring™ and when I saw these I knew that the
spies were behind it. In fact, I took a handfull

of then from Dominic Pasquale who was onc of the sples.

nT n

: saw ¥ Al tha P* \—1&1

U together but I did see this group of spiles on several occasions come
out of FL.' meetings and go over and meet the UKJA officials. I know the
spies personally and they were Joe Albanese, Andrew Schrelewious, Dominic
Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, John Apanias, John
Sirtout, Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, James Hzle. JOn April, 2'7, 1937,
"ﬁh’é"s?"sples werz agitating. ~ This was payday and the first one for work done
after the old contract ran out. They werz going around talking to the
fellows that they weren't getting any back pay and would not as long as

we belonged to FMA and told us we would if we belonpged to UMIA., The

yellow panphlats I mentioned before were distributed on statement day
which w~s three deys before payday.

&
Q

£ +ha mine amAd the PP -
i wald i

™o
Aibade i 4% (14800 IV Wil wl

"The PIIT officials t0ld us we would get retroactive _pay but

that the iBne Company said they did not have any contract to force them
to do so. Then the Py called a meeting for May 11, 1937 and I was called
on to testify at this mecting on my knowledge of these spies. At this
meoting I belleve there were 5 of them expelled from the union. In my
estimation they were given as fzir a trial as they could have gotten in
any court trial.

"Un the morning of May 12, an order was given out to start
slow-dovm. We were loading cars with only § or 6 hundred pounds in
em

+ T he slow-dovm order did not eoma from any of the wnion offieinls

a
the order fici
but wis more or less made up among the men, because the Hinc B Coal
Company refused to discharge the spies who had been expelled from the
FIX7 and the men refused to work with them. later in the day the driver
told me there wns a strike and therz would be no more work therc so I

ment up to the surface with the rest of the men.

"On May 26, 1937, I think it w2s_ wo - were picketing out in the
road and there was 2 card table s-t up and we all signed a petition
that we wanted to be reprosented by PMY. This petition was got up to
see how many of the men had changed to UK'A as a result of the apitatiom
by these sples;

"On Sept. 10, 1937, I signed a PIW petition to have FMT Local
#54 represent us for collective bargsining under the NIRB Act.

"I think the Hine B Company put a notice in the paper that the
mine would open on Sept. 27, 1937, so when tha whistle blew that morning
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Re: JOHN. L. LEVIS, BT AL
e & D
INTERVIE. ¥ the members of local 54 began pciketing to protect
our jobs because it had been announced that the mine
contin would open wnder UMV contract. There was no violenoe

except that about ten of us told the engineer that .
we would start the pumps inasmuch-as they tried to shut-off on us. The
picketing continued until December when Carl Elshoff pot an injunction
out to keep us from picketing. Just after the picketing stopped the mine
tried to open ag=in and they brought 10 or 15 car loads of men from Taylor-

ville in to open the mine. No violence occurred at tlis time.

"The mine at .empted to open several times after that but they
could  only get a few men to work.

"In November 1939, I received a registerzd letter that the mine
ing rights but could get nocontract. At this time I vns prascnt of Local

54 and sat in on conferences at which we tried to nazgotiate a contract |\ /\
but Elshoff refused to grant a c¢losed shop or check-off system so no

would open under a more or less open shop = that is the PEW _ had bargain- ,{f"
\

and the P had 2 lot of death claims amounting to about %20,000 and
I went to the P/ officials to pet those paid but they said they were

neat Finaned 31117 able to do 80, The UIrTA then used thie ng 2 Rainh® Aver

the miners heads because they offer:d to and did pay some of the claims. \{}L
In this wvay they rained membership.

contract wms ever signed. We worked under this agreement for some time
;L

election held in 1441 other than that the ULV won it.

"At the time the mine reopened therz were some pretty bip caveins
but the mine was in fair condition because they began hoisting coal the
next day after it opened.

"I do not now belong to any union and h-ve mo mwrcference for
either FMVW or RLA,

'-l

Witnessed: —-
SIECul:- Agmt’ Fu B- IQ
Spo Agt. FOB'I. - Spfld,m." ;
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

Lic. &7

NTERVIES WITH vas interviewed at his home
in nois, by Special Agents
and on August 30, 1943. Ko e

J—— P 2o m—an - T T L P . —— =
wWaAD LdAC]] J.né::smuch ds lIC i

N
(4

appeared nostile toward any interrogation at the
outset of the interview. He expressed complete ignorance of this investi-
gation but stated he began workine in the Coal Mines when he wis years old
and at that time he joined U.M.W.A. He stated he was working at the old
Sangamon Mine in 19322, when the P.M.A. was organized and that he joined
the P.K.A., only to hold his job at this mine. He stated his memory was
had but recalled that he was out of work for two or three years after he
Jjoined P.M.A. He stated he went to work at Mine "B sometime prior to the
strike in 1937. He said he thought the strike was called because P.M.A. wanted
to get rid of lewis. He denied ever talking to any of the minsrs about
Joining a union or of the U.M,77.A. trying to get him to change from P.M.A.
when the new U.M.W.,A. Local was formed. He did say though, he joined
U.N.7,A., shortly after the mine opened so he could hold his job. He could
not recall signing any petitions of either union at any time. It should be
noted here that he later siaid he could not recall anything about the strike
or any other strike at Kine "™, at which time he also refused to talk to
agents as he said he waS not on trial and if agents wished to talk to him
they could arrest him. He said he did not like any unions and they were

o]

L} -
all "rackets™ and were operated only for th
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

ER WITH as interviewed at his residence,
ot Springfield, INlinois, on
.+ August 29, 1943 by Special - Y -
.~ was bom and came to the U, 8. in get
L his citizenship papers He adviscd he had no ¢ record.

¢ He is presently employed at Panther Creek Mine #4. wmnderstands
) English fairly well but has difficulty in epeaking it. Ho has a good
memory and thinks coherently and with the help of P translator
|+ he would make a good witness. The following signed statement was ob-
7 tatned fron (NN

"Springfield, Ili.
august 29, 1943

1, R -« q“in field, Tl.,
_make the following voluntary statement and

whom I know to be Special agents ol vhe
Feder eau of Intestigation. I make it without fear of threat,
force or promises of any kind,

"I w3

" born N .. came to the U, 8. in
st - - —

S : bcam oo gpnl ngfield, Tl. in -

*] first started working in the mines in Springfield in
and became a member of the United Mine Workers Union then, In -

avout \NNNNNE started working at Mine 'B', Springfield.

*In 1932 John L, Lewis came in, or the Ul&/ came in, and held
an election to see whether we wanted to work wnder a contract
with the company or not. We voted no but Lewis had the ballots
stolen and the UM/ signed the contract. So the whole UMT local
decided to form a new union and the Progressive Miners of America
Union Local #54 was organized and I joined that.

‘.-'1
i

oMWW
Tdedan LT

-1

*
s

O

®*Befure we changed to PMi I mewer noticed Elshoff, ti, ¢
anyone in the company bother anyone in this union. They seemed
to got along all right with the wnioun when it was UM and when it
changed to PMA in 1932 they still scemcd to get along all right.
They never tried to get me to change one way or the other.

"Between 1932 and 1937 I never noticed anyone from the company
= try to change us to UM/ and there were no strikes, slowdowns or
closedowns during that time,

f
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Re: JOHN L. LGWIS, ET iL.

INTERVIE. wITH "During the time from 1932 to 1937 I liked the FIA
wnion very nuch. It wag honest and a good wnion, I
Cofit havc never held a position «r office in any union,

Phe reet of the men seeneg to like the PH. also,

%] roemenber the trxhing trials being held back at that tine, but I
o not know anything about thon.and never had any opinions about then,

"During this time I never nuticed any Ul picket lines and I never saw
anyone try t.o organize for Ulsi,

"In abeout 1937 I noticed Joc albapeso, ndy Schrelevious, Dominic
Pasquale, Pcte Cartcr, Frank austin, TchSlotch, Cotton_ahanias, John

Sirtout, the two Jacaways, George and Jlmer, 'Bowling ircent.Behanndn,

and several others were working for UlS/, On March 17, 1937, at 2:00 otclock
in the morning sone one placed a bunb in front of oy house on the step

and wrecked oy housce pretty badly but no one was hurt, Byt I do not know
Wi did it. Just beforc the bumbing and wntil we went out on strike no

ore ever tried to talk mc into joining ML

»3:fore ¥ay of 1937 I never noticed that any of the men I named above
were gfoing with any company nmon and I never sav then at parties togcther,
sbout 2 weeks before May 12, 1937, about six or scven of the men I have
namod werce kicked out of the PL. lucal because thoy wers working for UM,

*n My 12, 1937, I wont to work in line 'B' like always. Before we
vent down the Pit Conmittec went in 40 Falcetii and told him that the
nan who had beer KIGREd out of PMi should not be allowed to go down
inte the mine but Falcetti said they should. e all went dovm to work
and the Board uenber went tu Feleetti to tell him that he should fire those
nmen whe had been kicked cut of PlLi. But hc said no so the Board lenber

called the PMa president who said we ghould strike, I was down in the rdne .

all this timc, but n. cars caze for ny coal &) about three o'clock I walked
out and went un top because the driver tuld me wo were vut on strike. I
had not noticed any cars being 1lvaded shurt.

n., couple of wecks after we went on strike I rormcnber signing a
Pl% petition and I think I sizned anothor Pll. petitiun a nonth or so later.
But I never signed a Ul petition. I signed the Py petition to shuw I
wanted to stay with Pl and not go to Ulii. No force or threats or
promiscs were nade to nme to sipgn those Pl pctitions,

"No unc tricd to get nie to join the UHJ in the swmcr of 1937 but
during that surmcr I saw and heard that those en who had boen kicked out of
P4 care to all the huuses of Pif. men and &.14 fhen if they wanted to go haek

L)

>
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Re; JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL, ’ '
| o~ A 2N
o/ D
© INTERVIEW UITH to work they had better sign with UMy, They went to
H whose name ] cannot spell, and talked him
oining Ul&/f,

®*Sometime in Sept. 1937 I heard the Mine 'B' whistle blow one night
and some of the men told me Mine 'B' was going to open the next day. Bo

I went out_to Jine '3! noxt day, ~Put the conpany wouldn't lct any one in.
Fmally,mhoso namc I cannot spell,
talked with Falcctti after cetil wo et us work and Falcetti said
the company had a contract witin UMW and we couldn't go down to work unless
w2 sipned vith U/, So nonc of us went down except about 25 UM{ mon and -
ve went home, The noext day we went back to the mine but nonc of the Uil came
tuv work so we started a pickct lino which lasted for about 56 days and I was
in the picket line all the time, e had no onc hclping us pickct cxcopt just
our Pii local, and a couplec of days befors Thanksgiving in 1937 the U. 8.
karshall told us wo had to gct out,so we did,

"I do not remember going beck to try to vork in Mine 'BY wmtil
tov. 1639. I romcmber voting in an clection hicld by the National Labor
Relations Board a month or sv aftcr Thanksgiving of 1939 when the Pi, beat
the UM/ 404 to 35.

Mo ono tricd to gct me to Join UMY before 1 went back to work
in Nov,. 1939, In Novcmber of 1939 I got a letter that the minc was going
to opcn and I should come back to vork so I vont., In 1937 I had been
1urking on the south side of Mine '8! but whon I went back in 1939 the work
vvas all on the west side. I did not notice there had becen any fircs or many

Caves and it did not look to me like thure had been any.

w.fter I went back to work in 1939 the Ui/ tried to organize dowm in
H~e 'BU, *:as vne of the UK who would comc down to me
three or four times 7 and call me a Progrossive son of a bitch and said
if I warted to keep my job I had to Join the Ui/, Y satd he would
kill me if I didn't join WM. ‘
o
"one day, abuut four or five months after Now., 1939, after g
had bothered me so much I went to Oscar Malcetti and told him t
was duing. Falcotta said I had the right to chosc any union I wanted
was brought up beforc the Pitt Committuc of Pu and he said X ‘
vas en I said he tried tu organize for UM/, But the next momming
when I was on my way to work, 'Bovling Green! drove up and
asked me what the hell I had becrn ISIHE—TC5aid if I didn't kee mouth
— shut he'd knock my brains out., .hen I got to work that morning a !
R nskcd me how I liked my friend 'Buwling Green,"® -
. L [ -
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Re: JOHM L. LEWIS, ET .iL.

Ll b’]_o

i

o
]

INTERVIEW ~ITH "During this time, in 1940, U, men would come to
m the Mine 'B! and work a couple of wecks and thon leave.

C One of Tthose fellows just o ronth or so before the NLRB
election in 1941 triced to get me to join UM/, He camc up to me vhile I
was working in Mine ‘B! and said 'Let me put this button on.you.! It was
a UL button. about 15 days befuro the NLRB cleectivn in 1941,

cane to me and asked ne if I was going to join WfJ. He sal

mst day tv sign. abuut this time I sair & lot of PUA men get beat
up by UM. nen. One of then was vwho was beat up, another

was an old man abput years ol® Whose 1175t hohe WMH I told me
bcat him up. Fwas air ut I
r.cver savi work anc all he didwas t about UX./, In abuut Feb. 1941,

the K1RB held an election which UK. won, I voted in that clection but no

one threatened me in any way. I wont to vote but I had changad to Uil be-
cause I didn't viant to losz ry job, and befure the election the ULL local
had a nmecting and we all went from the necting to vote. .t this rneeting
they told us everbody go ovor and vte U and everything weuld be all right.
There were abeut 200 or more ren there. I think the election was fair,

"I changed tu Ude the last doy they let me. fCudge' camc te nc that
day and I signc.. boeause I didn't want to get beat up and@ I wanted to have

ry Job.

"This staterwent of zipght pages has becen read to me by .".gcm-.mc'-
it is true and correct to the best of ry knowlcedge. -

s/

/

7 ,1tnessos

S Cial .sgcnt, F.B- .
Special ,gint - F.B.I."
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

\ , a1 N
b7/ LD
INTERVIE H The following investigation was concucted by
Special Agents Ara—
it Springfield, Ll.1a0i3 on i:fus

- 31, 1943.

Agents interviewed in the presence of his wife

and daughter, and he advised he has never been arrested in his life.

It was noted that he is an illiterzte person of foreign birth
and he had difficulty in understanding the questions and answering them
and he was assisted by his wife and daughter. He was cooperative and
appeared sincere and it is not believed he would make a good witness
unless his testimony is necessary.

He furnished igents with a signed statement which he initialed
and signed and vhiich is set out as follows:

"Springfield, I11l
nugust 31, 1943

"y Springfield, Ill.
hereby give the - nt to &m
qlwho are known to me to be Spec, Agts. of the F. B, I, NO 2843
]

or pranises have been pade me. I was born

I came to the U.S. in ?and became a citlz—eﬁ—'?:'— -
mthis was the U.lLT.,
was .

I first joined a mine uniecn
I transfered this to U.3, 1 irst employed at Mine "BU about

and vorked there till May 1937 as a coal-digger. From o

the U.ll.W. had no trouble with Elshoff so {far as I know, \hen the
union swung over to the P.M.i. I went over then too., I felt conditions
were twice & good under P.l.A. as U.M.. I went over because I wanted
to nobody made me.

"From 1932 to 1937 there was no trouble that I know of, Everything
was ok in the P.lM.i. union up until about 2 or 3 weeks before the strike.
Ls far as I know the P.lM.A. officials were all right, no force was used
to run the union and if a miner had something to say it was ok« While
I was in the Progressives I attended one or two meetings a montha

%] dont know anything about the men who were convicted for the
bombings. I dont think the P.M.A., officials were doing anything wrong
with our monez.

*] Hent know about any trouble being caused the P.M.lL. by the
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RE: JOHN L. LBYIS, ET AL

b1e 1D

INTERVIEY VITH o UiVl I never saw them give out any literature
* or anything. About 2 or 3 weeks before the mine
continae closed there were about 25 men who would start
telking about which union the men should join, ’

I never heard znvthing sbout any perties given the U.M.W. officiale by
ELSHOFF.

4t the time the contract ran out in 1937, I did not hear
enything ebout the kind of agreement they reached for us to work under,
A member of our local board told us st one meeting that when an agreement
wag reached we would get back pay for any increase we got, Nobody
seemed to be mad ebout this mgreement. We heard nothing from the manage-
ment as to the kind of agreement made.

"I nttended the meeting at which the 5 so-called spies were
expslled from P.M.A. I can't tell now what heppened it is too long ago.
On the dey of the strike the men were provoked because the Co. let the
5 expelled men go back to work. There was no talk of striking because

of pey.

"I dont remember anything about cars being loaded short the
day of the strike.

"I dont remember signing any petiticn for either U.M.W. or
P.M.A. if T hud signed any it would have been P.M.A,

*I heard of the forming of the U.M.W. local in Jul, 1937,
I was not contacted to join this as I had made it kmown that I wouldn't
join. I dont remember anything unusval hoppening during the summer of
1937.

"I returned to the mine when they tried to open it in 1937.
The Progressives didn't go to work that dey because Frlscetti didn't
want the Progressives. As I remember the U.M.W. men went out for 2
or 3 dzys. The Progressives then said if we dont go to work nobody
is going and the U.M.¥. men stayed in the office, I wus out at the mine
mest of the time we were there to protect our jobs. No one forced me
to go and it was rll perceful. Bome seid thet some carloeds of U.M.W.
men ceme out but I didn't see them. I was not there the night the
marshell came and told us to leave. I never went back to the mine
except once to the wmsh-house to get my pet-clothes.

- : *I voted for P.M.A. ot the first N.R.L.B. election I aigd
this of my own free will. It looked to me to be a good election.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, BT AL .
é)?C__/ b-ﬂr\
' L)

Then the mine opened in 1939, I reud abous is

in the pepers. I dont remermtaer pazting = lsthar,
I just went out to get my clother, "y tools nrs
I wolild not work wi'v <le U, %,

rtill there.
if I didn*t have any job. I sterted in 1938 in another 1.l .o &Li ves
pot interected in the job at iine B.
. i R
"I am still e P.Y.i. mevber I work in Penther Creer nira #6.

*Xobody ever talked to me ebout joining the U.I.%. if
I chased them smay.
®*1 haeve had read tome b
stetement and it ?
ecch page thereof,

(stnec)
Springfield, . .

Aug. 31, 1943

(lilwaukee, Wis. )"
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RE: JOHN L. LEVTIS, BT AL
biles bD

INTER WITH The following investipaticn wes conducted by Spe;:iul
igents NN -2 G - *ive-
field, ncls, cn august 30, 1943,

¥ At th mentioned hereinafter, egonts interviewed _
L o advised that he wns nrrested once scme years
arc in connectiun w e diverce proceeding but hos never been arrested cn

J

o erininel charge.

It wne obaserved tha appeared tc have more intelligence
than tho average ninor and ho seomed to have o vory retecntive memory; he
gecmed to know what tho mine trcuble wns ell abecut. He sponks English very
wcll ond is understandable. He was very cocperativo and said thet he weuld
eppoar in court if it were necessary for him to do so. It is bolioved that

he will nnke a pgood witness, '
L YN PR S S ST STIC TR SN ST Y S SR SN R S RSN
— IUrnl sncd LS0Nus Wil Wie 1CLLIOWLInE BlEeUu BLLEaoIiv:
!pr!glll c!!, !IF. »
Lugust 30, 1943,
"I, Bprin
ficld, I11., and ncking this free anc wveluntary stotament to
and who ar¢ known to me to bo Epocinl Lgents o e Fod-
M Dinma— iy - Ty X AN T ey n f ! Novr whwm avvd -8 Famddan WVn +hrandes ~w
Ul ed VUl Ut Wi —uvv.»nha.bu.ua.uu. L » "Uklnl SLLGLLY W VHD VAW M Wk VA WD WE

pronises have boon mado no.

*I wrs dorn and came to tho United Btates
on end became a citizen <f Lmorican in I started at Mine B 4in
nt cmm 8till there and I on a coal digger and timborman. In I

zined United Mine Werkers *am’! I also had a card from the olc country.
1 nover have held any union cf11cGe 1The union runs clright prior to 1932
when UMW was therc, an? it wns a protty good lceal at that time. I felt

protiy bad shen John Lewis smnted us €0 €ake ths eut back in 1832 cr s
The trcuble started ovor some one stealing soms bullcts--I hoard that. That
wos why tho men changed over to FPMA. I theught it wns alripght whon the nen
changed cver tc PMA fyom UMA and I wont cver bectnuse the rest did. FPMA of-.
ficials and the mansgement got along elripht pricr to the time the mine closed
down, I don't kncw if Elghoff proferrod cne unicn cver snother then., No one
talked to me before the strike to turn ovor to UMW pprin. Local 54 settled
nll matters alripht with ine B officials and thore was no trouble that I
know ofe I chnh—t satisfiod with PNA that the officicls were doing right by

ue pinsers end I had no complaints £o nmoke nt nll. The mem in loenl 54 had
their say in a1l natters snd we voted cn mattors nnd no cortaln men run it

by themselves and no ono forced us to do things. I cttended quito o fow PMA
ncotings then. In regnrd to the FEA nen belng convicted for the bombings 1
di2 nct Jnow raything nbout it n8 I never pnid much attontion to them. Thse
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RE: JOHN L. LEXIS, ET AL

Loc.,  b1D

: WTITH PMA officinls gave us & black and white report as to
‘ i what they @id with the money and I never suspocted them
(Contimed of being crooked., UMW men never picketed Mine B nor did

they give out literature prior to the time the mine closed.
I don't know of any porsons spying for UMW prior to the time the mine closed.
I don't know about any parties boing given by Elshoff or UMF men. After the
contrect oxpired I heard that hod made & temporary contrnct with Els-
hoff and we were suppceed to gemk pey but I never got any poy. The FMA
wes doing clright by us miners then. dJust before the mine closed there wns
no trouble over the wuges that I know of and evorything seemed to be slrigki.
No one over bothorod me thon to join over to UMA. I don't lnow anything

i T - TEf - U = = P P, . o mamen smm s wn e anm
about the PuA officials and the monagement fighting over ths wnge contract.

T - ST e TR T T
4

-

*I 4id not attend the meeting the night before the strike but 1
recall that the Trial Committee had voted to oust 5 mcn and at that noeting
I hoard thot the mon voted to throw out these 5 men. ‘lepular Meotings wers
on second and fourth Fridays and I don't know if this was o regular meeting
or o specinl one. Thoro was no trlk of woges around tho mine on the day it
closed down. No one said thut we would not got e contruct betwoen PMA and
Mine B. I hcard thut the Conmittee told FALCETTI scversl times to get rid
of those 5 men but they would not kick them out. On the mcrning of the strik.
thore wns no trouble there that I recall of. In Box 3 and 4 and others I
heard thot same cars were being loaded short that dey and later that dey I
also sow some cars that were lcended shert, I don't know why the cars wore
being loaded short thot dny. Down below ncbcdy knew there was going tc be

a strike. About 14 or 15 minutes before quiting timg we were called out and
wa wore told the mine woe to be shut ¢down. eard nd Elshoff ware

erguing about those 6 men and that is supposed to be why the striko was cnlled.
Right ofter Mine B closed I signed o PXL petition. I wos not forced te sign
that et all. I don't roccll what they said sbout it enymcre. Y signed it on
the rocad osutside the mine thore., I never signed any UMV potition that summer
but I heard there wos one arcund but no one came to me with it. Later on I
signed unother P¥A petition as they wonted to kmow if I still was FMA and I
wne and nc one forced me to sign it, I believe I signod thot 2t a meeting.

I heard thot UMW started o locel that sumer end that men were around but ncne
camo to sce me, Nothing unusunl hoppened during surmer of 1937 thnt I°know
of. During fall of 1837, cn o Sundny, I wos in a saloon noar 14th St,, cnd
Teny Plotch came in and said the mine wns going to be reopened and that I

had better be there., Thot wos the first I know of it. FiA did not have ony
meeting to docide what they would do if the mine worc opened by Uhbi. I took
my dinner bucket and went out to Mine B the next morning to go to werk but

'___-;.1: Fnlcotti told us t he wonted 50 UMW men to go down into the mine. F
said to Falcetti he could give him 100 P¥A but ho
? didn't wont us, felcetti told us that we would have to be UMW men to do downe

-1 11 or 12 0% mon go down inté the nine and before thoy had boen FHA nen.
: JOE ALBENESE, AndypSchrovlevious, Doninic Pasguale, Pete Corter, Frunk A
bolieve both Jecaweys, Tony Plotch, and Charles Bohannon and Jim Hnle ond

sovernl others went down alright. By letting tHOPETwerPT down--tHAt was the
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INTERVIENW WITH  cause of the picketing out thero for fever-l =m.mthe, I
went home twice a week but I was thers cn the strile -os*
continued of the time., The mon out thoro woryu firom Local 34 anl
‘ there were no ocutsiders brot in to help us., We just sat
arcund, played bnll and cords and just watched the property ot Mine B. HMA
officinls did not forco us to go out there and wo wero there to protect cur
jobs there. While wo were thore no ono bothersd us and UMV did not caure
any troublo and the sit down strike wns vory quiet and peaceful. I wns thor:
when the U. S. Marshall told us to lenve, He read something and said we had
botter leave ond wo all left and thore wns no trouble at nll regarding lenve
ing. T

*I don't reccl) if I went out tc Mipe B later ngain whon it wor
supprsed to reopon. Oh, yos, T remember thot in some chilly weather I vns
ot Filb office and lewyer’Dahl nnd Er A Burks said something obout them going
out to tnke the mules out of Mino B./ I went out thoro dbut nobody went (mwr
thon and I went heme agein, I just don't lmow what the rooscn wns why wo
cne went to werk.

"I vcted for PMA ot the NLRB electicn at the Armery in Bpringfielc,
I11. 404 went for PNiA and 25 for U7, Thet was en honest eclesction. 1 w.
not forced to vote by enyone and I voted the woy I want to. It wes by ces:ct
ballot and nc strong arm methods were used.

"I dcn't know why PUA and Elshoff could mot sijn o comtract ~™Mer
PLA won the oloction. I got o registered letter from Elshoff telling me 1
had tc be back in 10 days in order to get my job buck. 1 figured I would zet
peid the rezular scale wage and no cne told me what wapoes xe were ton got.
Nothing wns said ebout a contrnct thet I know of. After the mine crenad
Bohannen told us in the Redman's hall on Eonroe St., in Spiingfield, II1,,

- T that 1f we joined to UMY that they could get a contract in & weukrs Heny of

the old FUA came bnck when the mine opened. telled tc'hy buldy

in the nine and csked hin if I was pgoing to sign omzd ny tuldy. ”
m, told hinm that I had snid thn
io:.ii o Wo e Courts declded the matter. I had heord that

(phonetic) hed boen in the hospital hnd beer beaton up and
I on surc thet PHA did not dc it. I nlso sow ( PHONETIC) on the
stroot and he scid he had a fight at the mi o 'one y. He wos bleeding and
hod Just come from the mine and he wns on his wny to PMA office to report
it. ¥No ono ever threatenod me to join over. I wus working canpany work so
no one bothered me then, Thore wne a dead line of going cver to UMW by Juan-
unry 16, 1941 and I finally signed up and then next nonth NLRB had ancther
eloction at the drmery. I had to sign up otherwiso I would not hive o job.
Some one hod murkod on o pit car with cholk that aftor Junuary 16, 1941 there
would be nc more PMA and I belioved that and I knew that things might happen
sc 1 signed up with UMY,
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BE: JOHN L. LEFIS, ET AL *

Lic_ ©b1b : f

INTERVIEW WITHE  “During summer of 1940 I never sipgned any card for UMW
. # but till Jan. 1941 I paid dues tc PMA, When I went back
ccntinu to work in 1539 ot Migg B I signed some cerd shcriring that
I wes still with PMA,

"NLRB hrd ancther election ot the Amory in Bpringfield, Ill., and
althc I was with UMT then I still signed PMA as I liked that loecal and 1 had
been satisfiod and they hed & nico bunch of men. No one told me to vote that
wey and nc force wos used and it wae by secret bollot and wes an honest eloec-
ticn. There had been many new UMN men at the mine and I also think thet muny
PMA voted for UMW because they were afraid thet the mine would be closeld a-
rpain os I heard scme gossip sbout that., Box 4 was clerned up in two days,

ox 3 took a little longer os it had a little squoeze in it. Box 2 and 9
were never reopened, I don't know cf eny fire at kine B in 1939, I know Glas-
cow but I don't know of him telking about money ot any meeting.

; ®This {s nbout all I can think of in ccnnecti-n with this strike and
- I had to pgo to werk for WPA then.

"I have hnd Agentqree.d this 2 pape utatament to me ond it is
true and correct cnd I hove signed it of my own free will,”

//
WITND ;

!e'c. Apont !.!.I. (Milw., Vis)

!pecic.l Agent, !.B.I.,

S5¢. Paul, Minn.
Springficld, Ill.
Lug, 30, 1943
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL

Lboc. IO

INTERVIES TITE — Springfield,
— 1lincis, was jointly interviewe L Eag Fosidonce residence on
N -

Lugust 31, 1943, by ﬂngn'ig'l unnfl g.gl_d
il a naturaliled citi zon whomrk-
ing nes., was cooperative and sincere, but had little information
concerning the matter under inquiry as he was not active or intereosted in
union matters. He executed the following written statement:

*gpringfield, Illinois
hugust 31, 1943

and whee I Jmow ¢
cderal Bureau cf Investige «S. Dopartment of Justioe.

et
[- 97

A ‘_'rﬁrkin.g in the

- at ed
-e.nd joined the United Kine workers of 4 jca, referred to herein cfter
es the 5. The mine was operated by the % I worked there
frcm—a which time I came to Springfield, Illinois. ,
"Upon my arrival in Springfield, I started workiﬁg in t)w’(itizens
Coal Kine, mear Springfield which is called Mino 4 at the present time. I

started working at this mine as & mamber of WS and remained there until
about In I went to work in Mine B as a Ui member and worked
a w4

I Ity i !fui 1 1927, when th ne shut dowm

COSTre unwv - -y Av L) "ll A WAMW L ALLW WA Tad P =

"I never held an office in a mine unjion and only wont to mine
union meetings about once every three months, I joined the UMW in
and I remajned a member of that union until September, 1932, when the
Progressive Miners of amerjca, referred to hereinafter as the N4, was
formed. I join joined i the PMA because the majority d4id and not because anyone
threatened me. I don't know enything abcut the redustion in the wege scale

in 1932, I don't lmow if 1 voted or not on the wage scale matter. I heard

the ballot box was atolen, but I did not know why it was stolen, or who did
it.

h!

= ®1 did not teke any active part in organicing ths FA4 arnd only
Toox attended thoir meetings about once in three months. I thought thia was a
good union and the leaders were cepable men, I'm speaking of the PAA now,
I romained a member of PUA until February 21, 1541 when Mine B signed wp
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INTERVIEA w with the IMAH, I remained a member of the W until I
quit mining on (NN
continued ’

%is far as I know, relations between Elshoff and the
UMii et Mine B were good prior to 1932, I don't know which union Elshoff or
Falcetti Tavored if any es I did not hear them talk about unioms

» AL Ea S i o
4 - ’
-y . - '

®In the Spring of 1937 & group of men having RIA cards were org-
enizing for UKW, I kmew the following men: Dominic Prsguale, Pete Carter,
Frenk fustin, Tony Plotch, Jo otton, John Sirtout, Gocrge Jagcavay,
Enory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, James Hale. In the Spring of 1937 these
above mentioned men were trying to get the men to sign up with the Wi and
I saw two fights by the wash house, but I stayed away because I did not want
to get in trouble. 1 do not know who the men were as it was dark. I heard
the fight was over union matters because they would not join the UM and
theso PLi men never canme back to the mine. I was never threatened either

o ko~ TR or et —— sl T oawro m anlrnd & n dade ——
WYy WU Uaun U v mu LMCdly EIia 4 Was .[.I.l.h adnAoTu v ULl wiie U.Hl av I-L mﬂ-

®In ey, 1937, I heard somc men had becn expelled from the PMA
‘because they were acting as organizers for Ui, dbut I do not kmow ther
names., The lest dey the mine worked, in Moy, 1937, I loaded the ¢oal cars
short, "bocause & AL man named John Schneider told the miner to do so while
wc were down in the mine. I loaded tho cars short, but mo ome told me why
we lcoaded them short, and I did not ask. I always did what the Union told

me to do as I did not want any trouble, however, no ome threatened me when
I wes told to lead short.

"Elshoff would not sign a contract with PMA in 1937 and therc wss
pleanty of men to work. I think Elshoff liked the WW better than the PMA
because latcr he gave tho UMA a contract, but I don't know why he favored

the UMW,

“After the shutdown at Mine B in May, 1937, I was in the picket

line of PMA at that mine about two wecks at the most. From May 1937 to
Novembar 1229 T did not have recular worlk and 4id not go baok to the

TEELLUL g avwE a ann ¥ B =e=. VA Smp e A

mine after I finished about two weeks picketing, until the mine re-opened
in Novembor, 1939,

"In November, 1939, when I went back to Mine B, I was still a
member of FPAMA and mo one asked me to join the UMW until just before the
socond NLRB election in February, 1941, Just before this election, Tony
Plotch, who was a member of G and a check weighman at Mine B, talked to
me at the mine. Tony said, ou might as well join UMW as all the
rest have¥., Tonv talked to me in friendlv way and did not threaten me.

T ﬁé-éa;;'; W’ card to (phonetic) whe was a member of the UKW,
' and he brought it to my house a Springfield, 1

-4m-
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INTERVIER “ITH signed it voluntarily and gave it back to him.

!continue!! "I 1iked the FMA union best, because it was more dmo-
s good ittee the umion whe

mmndise as dhasr had - v s L

wiGwdw @O UIIVJ AlhWi & BUVU T WFLMELL A W WS add

helped make conditions in the mine better. The Ul had a committse, but
it was nct as good. The PMA did not beat up UMW men to get them to join.
PLA, but the WA crganizers beat up miners to get them to join the WA,

"] have had this statement, ccnsisting of two pages read to me

by and it ocntaina the truth to the best of

my knowledge.

witnessed: _

Special agent, FBI.
, 8pocial agent, FBI.

(o) SN
\ -7 —
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wrervie: w1tk . _ Springfiold, Il1-
; inpis, wrs interviewod ant his home on Aupus 19432,

by Epecinl Agents and
—ns cooperative, but because of his limited ‘mivlocge 1
not believed hec would moke en effective witness., He claninnd +c Yuve no crinm-

inal record,

The fcllowing 18 the signed statament of [ ENEGEGNGNGNG

"Springfield, Illincis
August 31, 1945

"I moke the following voluntary staiomomt to
— an , whem I kmow to be Bpecinl Agents of tho
c¢deral Bureau of Investigaticn, of my own free will, with n» threats or

promises made.

"I wns bern 1 firet joinod
e union, the United Mine Workers in oine e Fropressive Mine Werk-

ers in 1932 while I was working at Ponther Creck Mine #4. I bocame @aproyed————
at Mine B in and rm employed there at the present time.

"Bofore 1937, from the time I became employed at Mine B, 1 Xnew of
nc troudble of ony kind at the mine. I wos entirely satisfied as to the PMA,

A hnd wma Aruvhéeas +ha ® dha AL amia
il i w

" -
il AL MY WV HMLY D 4887 & A WALLANLLS

"Before the strike, in 1937, ot Mine B, I imow of no activity ot
the part of UMV men in Mine B, I wns not contacted by any UMW non nmyself,
and did not kncw cf anyone whc was, '

"
[}

"I did not know of any moeting of the PMA held the night before
the striko, I do not know if there wns o mebting or nct, for I never heard
anything about it. On the dny of the strike, we were called cut cf The nine,
end were told that there was a strike, I dec not remember whe teid me that
a strike had been called. 1 don't remenmber hearing anything ebcut why the
strike started that dey in May of 1937. I didn't hear anything about there
boing U.M.W. spies in the mine, causing the strike, but I do know that the
strike wng not called because of wages. I do not know the couse of the strike.
I kmow that the men were satisfied with the F.M.A. and the effurts the P.M.h.
was making to settle the wnge question. ’

"I dc not remember sipning a P.M.Ae potition in the summer of 1937,
I don't ramenber signing any petitions at 'all in the summer of 1937.

*In the sumer of 1937, TONY PLOTCE and COTTON ANANIAS came to ny
honme ond nsked me to join the U.M.W. I told them I wouldn™ join unless I
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RE: JOBEN L. LEWIE, ET AL

INTERVIBY ¥ had to, and I didn't have to at that time. No ons clse
contacted me, ond I was not throatonod in any way by
continued) anyone to join the U.k.W, in that summer. -

"I don't remember whether I got n notice that the mine was to be
ro-opened in September of 1957. I remember that I did go on the picket line
in the fall of 1937. Ko one fcrced me to pc on the pickot line, but I just
went becausc o lot of the men did. I don't knew the purpcsé cf the picket
linc, but I believe it wns tc keep nl) the men fram working, beth UJMGW.
and P.M.A, It seans tc me that the injunction gotten by the momgement wns
dirccted arninst the P.ludLe, Decause the mannbament fovored the UuMJA4. The

-:ri;im.i 4rcuble started when some of the men tried to got elected to nffices,

in the P.Muie, and locst cut., COTTON LEANIAS, TONY iLOTCH and ANDREMW SCHREL-
EVICUS were the cnes who ran for office ond got licked, and were the leaders
=f the trcuble. I con't kncw anything specific, but 1’ just hove the feeling
thet the ahnve nomed wore shown favers by the monapgenent.

"Tn Docomber of 1937, I woted in the electi~n at the State arsenal.
I voted f or the r.MJi., because I was thoroughly satisfied with the I.M.he
Fram ths time cf that election until the nine re-opaenod, I was not ccentacted
by any-ne in attempts tc swny me in my chcice cf unicns.

"In the frll of 1939, I recoived e nctice fram tho manazement of
Mine 3, telling me to report to work, that my nld jcb was open.

®After I returned tc wrrk, it scemed to me thit the momapement
favored the U.M.W. men in the mine., After I begen work, o mon came to me
in the mine and told me I had better sign with the U.H,W., becauso the U.M.N,
woe going to get 2 majority in the mine, ond unless e maen was U.M,i¥, he would
1lcse his jol. I dc not kmow the name of this man, but he was o big man. He
wes in the nine, but I never r2w him doing any work in tho mine., At the
tine he tcld me that all but “welve men haod joined the U.M.W,, ond I was cne
of the twelvo. This wnus just bofeore the slection of 1941. He never threat-
ored ne in cny woy.

‘"I joined the U.M.¥. just bofore the election, bocause, on account
of my age, 1 couldn't pet ¢ J:Jb in another mine afd I folt I had to join
U.M.W. to koop nmy jcb at Mine B, At the olection, I voted I'.M.h., in spite
cf being a member of U.M,W,, betause I folt it wns the best union, 1 didn't
join U.H.7. becouse I wonted to, but bocause I had tc to keep my jobe 1
think that r.,M.4. 48 the bost union, and would like tc see it in the mino at’
the proesent time.

cos "Befcre the clection I did mot see or hoar of any viclence on the
part cof eithcr unicn to influence the eloction of February, 194l1. -
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bre— b,

P e

E. ‘, .

; G O

; INTERVIEW WITH "I reczll & fire in box 4 efter the nine opened, but,
if I remenmber correctly, that happened in 1942, 1

F ¥ continue don't kmow the extent or the cost, but the box ies still

"1 heve read the foregoing, consisting of approximetely four ard
{ one quarter pares and staote it is true tc the best of knowledge.

/-/
WITNESSES s S
S

Special Agents, F.B.I.
Epringfield, Ill.
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Re: JOWN L. LEJIS, ET AL:

é,)q‘" éD-?l\

INTERVIE. WITH

Springfield, nois, was 1 ovted on S2giinber 1,

1902zt hig howe by Spoctal gorts Q- S
is a self-cducated young man who speaks clearly and pre-
cisely., He claimed not to have much interest in union activitier :id he

also claimed to have no criminal reecord. The following statement vias pre-

pared but W declined to sign it,-

"Springfield, Ili,
September 1, 1943

v make the following voluntary statcment
to and whom ] know to be Special
sgents o e rederal Burcau o stigation, of my omn frec
will, with no threats or promiscs made to me. .

I presently live at , Springfield, Illinois,

and am eaploved as a mine engineer at ifne B, I was born F
I joined a mine uwnion 3
irst time in when 1 joineéd the P.M... on becoming cmployed at
¥ine B, T have ncver held an official position in any wnion. Shortly

after the strike of lay 1937, I joincd the U.M.W,, and an a member of
that union at the present time,

"] don't rumember any P.M,.. mecting the night before tho strike,
and don't know anything about the meeting, or tho reason thereforec,
n the dazy of the strikc, thc men werce just standing around, without
doing anything, I don't knowr th¢ reason for thc strike, how it was
called, or anything about it.

®Shortly after the U.M.s. formed a local chapter for Mine B, I signed
a membership card for the U.M.W. The reason for my joining the U.M.«.
was becausc my father had been a member for years, and liked the U.M.W.
I vas willing to go aloug with him, and that is the reason I joined,

"In the fall of 1937, I saw in the paper that the mine . was
to be reopened. I was working in Springfield, and didn't go back te
the minc at that time. In fact, I didn't go near the mine from the day
of the strike wntil I rcturned to work in November of 1939, In the
fall of 1937 vwhen the Progressives picketed the minc, I believe that
the management was correct in getting the injunction to keep the
picketers off his property.
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TNTERVIEW wITH *In the election of December, 1937 I voled

y Z— — O TN - - ma W - _ . -~ oa - 4
for U.M.W., becausc I was a member of that wis..
Continue

~ %] remember hearing of some violence st the mine after we rovariad
to work, but I didn't sce any myself; I saw one fellow who was SupTnil
to have been beat up down in the mine, but I dontt kmow of any of tin pi-ti-
culars, I worked on top, and have no knovwledge of anything that weit ¢
down in the mine,

ey s

nc < 3 on met N 3 - + h
[ F T UUL-UILLLIIE b MR-l WAL i

LRI T havwn attondad 111 3
39 wl -

[o] & Walleliy U IGVE aTiirnae q-.u.u':
wmion mectings, I remember suveing the newspaper that Jack Glasgov vae
expeiled from the U.M.w., but I don't remember the particulars otm T
don 't remember attonding any meeting at which this matter was disrusscn,

‘n

ocw
v
=

t
in
"t

*T have read the forecgoing, consisting of slightly o er two page-.
and state that 1t 1s truc to the best of my recollection,

"~ —
Special agents, F3I1

Springfield, 111."

declined to sipn this st
trut

rmtaired in it tmas the
aired in 1t wms the

Vil

atement althougn b2
h)
!

2910

[+

[
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Re: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL.

o o LD

VIEW WITH -
& Springﬁeld!' Tilinois, was !!ernewed at his

home on August 31, 1943, by Special Agents

makes & very good appearance and speaks very -
good English, with a s.ight Yjeccent. He gave his information |
freely and voluntarily to the extent of his inowledge. It is believed
that he would make a very good witness, He claimed to have no cr:.mnal
record. is employed §

€ owing
€ ment was oovained from -

1
(‘0 - sspringfield, Ill. .
ik aygust 31, 1943

_ “‘,. . "I, make the following volumtary statement
" i:' . wham T o to be QMF*A'I
' AgenE" ! !E IEderﬂ 5eau| o! mest.:tgatlun, of my owmn free

will, with no force or duress used, and no promises made me,

"] presently live at
I was born
the United
federal court,

Springfield, I11l.
and came to
T became & naturalized citizen in

Ry jolned the United Mire Viorkers in Springfield in Jjjjj and
was a penber of such wnion wntil 1932 when I joined the Progressive
Vine Workers of America. I remained & member of this union mtil
1941, when I rejoined the U.M,}., when they signed a closed shop
agreempent with the management of Uine B,

7T began work at Yine B in - and worked there wntil 1942,
with the exception of the time we were on strike.

"T did not take an active part in organizing the P.M.A. I just
went along with the men. After its organization I attended several of the
meetings. I was ¥ery well satisfied with the P.M.A., for it was run
by clean, honest men. The men running the P.M.A. tried to do what
was right and best for the nen, and always gave a full explanation of
all special assessments. The relations between the union and the
management of Mine B, wntil 1937, were entirely satisfactory as far
as I know,

®T do not know of any activity on the part of U.M.W. agitators prior
to the strike in 1937. I do know that no one tried to get me to join
the U.M.h, before the strike. The night before the strike, in May of
1937, I remember attending a union meeting. I don't remember how [
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Re: JOWY L. LB¥IS, ET AL. -
Lrer bl .

INTER VITH knew about the meeting,as well as I remember, the nmeeting
had to do with some men who were kicked out of the P.M.A,
(Continued), for U.M.W. activity. I remember the following names .
as some of the men: DOUINIC PASQUALE, PETE CARTER, FRANK AUSTIN, TMNY
PLOTCH, COTT(N 4NANIAS, JOHN SIRTOUT, GLORGE AND EMORY JACAWAY, CHARLES
BOHANI OB and JIHI.!I' HkL:. I remember that these men were mentloned at ‘that

e R R ISR e I P9 + - .
meetiig. 1 also remember some talk at the P.lU.4, meeling the night before

the strike about what would happen if the company didn 't discharge the above
naned men, but I don't remenber what action was decided upon.

"On the day of the strike in Kay, 1937, the men went down into the
mine and loaded a few cars, some full, some only partly full. After a while,
the union called the men out of the mine, that is the P.M.A. I don't re-
rember how notice of the strike was sent down into the mine, I don%t re-
member why the men loaded the cars short, and can't really remember the
cause of the strike. I think the strike was called be€ause the P.M.A.
didn 't vant the above mentioned men to work in the mine, but I can't be sure
of it. I don't remember that any talk or dispute over wages entercd into the
strike at all.

"] remember signing a F.M.a. petition shortly after the strike began,
but 1 don't know what the petition was about. I know I signed only the one
petation,and know I signed none for U.M.W. I believo i signed the P.M.a.
petition at rrogressive Hall, 'but ] don't rcmembor anyone coming to the
house, No one approached me that summcr to sign a U.1L.W, petition, or to
talk me into Jjoining U.M.wW.

"] received a notice from Ming B managerent that the nine was to
n Qont aft Q27 T Adidn e oo oput +n t+thao nine at t + 4 andAd

ect}\;ll lll WPU A e . ] o, Tehedyhid b LA St wad e Wil WA

didn 't know anything about the picketing.

"In the election of December, 1937, T voted for P.M.i. The majority
of the men were for it, I thought i1t was the best mion, and I didn™t want
to have anything to do with the U.M.J

"In the fall of 1939, I got ancther notice from the Mine B lManage-
ment that thé minc would re-open., I appearad for work, and remained there
until 1942, when I quit and got my presont job. From the time the wine
reopecned in 1939, wntil the election of 1941, which the U,}M,W. won, I was
talked to by U.M.l. men several times, and t.hey tried to get me to Join
the U.H.W. One man, talked to me quite a bit, and told me that,
unless tho U,M.W, won the next elcction, and unless we a1l joined the U, i, |

the management would close down the minc, because they wouldn 't work with
the P.U.a. I was never threatened or abused to join the U.H.h., and voted

for the P.U.A. in the election in 1941, which the U.M.W. won. I joined A
the U,l.W. after the election, because I had to if I wanted to kecep on work- !
ing at Uire B, -
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

Lo ? LD .
‘)" ot

;| INTERVIE.] .ITH "T sav several P.M.s. men beaten, One msF /"";V
” 4?, and I can't remember the names of the ofhcrs., / B
e me

(Continued). :n were beat up by Bohannon, Lensky and Sirtoui,

some in the wash-house, and others outside the mine. Thc men were beat wp
because ther were members of the P.M.i., and wouldn 't join the U.M.vW. I
don't remember any conversation or activity on the part of the Mine B

mnnﬂgpmnf to influcnce the men toward U MW, durine this period.

B T £ R oy T TRATY

(of i 9% MR s e  Waaw e = W amdd L ] ]

"] remember that, after the minc re-opened, in the fall of 1939,
H got a job in the mine as an air checker., There was no position
elorc ¢ Strike, and hc spent almost all the time talking to the men
and trying to gct them to join the U,M,W, I have heard several of the
men say that he was paid by the U,l.W., not the mine nanagement, but I
don't repmember who said that, and I know nothing more about it.
ely sa > d h th A. in every way. In my mind
itt's much the bett.er of the two wions, I only jgined U.liVW. because I
had to to keep my job.

%] have had this statcment, consisting of approximately four and
orz half pages, rcad to me and state that it is the truth to the best of

my knowledge.
/s

nitnesses .

Fi warm O T

Special agent, F.B.I.
Springfield, Ill."
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: Re: JOHN L, LE'IS, ET AL b?& é? 7D

INTIRVIEL WITE m
* I1linois, was interviewo ome on August 31,

1943, by Special Agen“ndh;
m scemcd to have only & limited mowledge ol activities
at }linc ocause o i

8 lack of intercst in union mctivities and absence
from Mine B since 1937. For these reasons it is not belioved that he would
mako a_valuable witness., Hc claimed to have no criminal record.

K o L ®Springfield, Ill.

Springfield,

"~

August 31, 1943

; -ﬂ "I, mak ing statement freely and
e voluntarily to an who have identified
P thomselves to me as Special Agents o ¢ Foderal Bureau of Investigation.

¥o throats or promises have boen made to me to obtain this stztoment,

P "I presently reside ot (R, Soringfield, 111, T was

born I am presently omployed

"] first joined a mine union, the United Minc lorkers, about -
or while I was workinz for tho q Springfield, Ill.
I stayed in this union until I joinced the Progressivo Ifine "Jorkers of America
in 1932, 1 rejoined the U.M.7. when I was working in Mine A, I don't recall
ths exact date.

"Prior to the strike in 1937 I recall hearing something about some
argunonts and incidents &t Mine B, but I don't recall what they were about.
Frior to the striko 1 don't reccll that one ever tried to persunde mo to
join the U.ll..'. BHowewcr, I do reczll tm one doy told me
an? my father, when he ealled ot our houss, thz crc was going to be
trouble at Minc B, Ec did not give any more information, and bocause both
my father and I wore P.M.A., men wc pnid no attention to . Everything
was going smoothly at Mine B. All of the miners seemcd to be satisfied with

FJO.4. 1 thought it was o good union, and that the leaders were trying to
&o zood for the miners,

"1 went to soms of the F.M.A, moetings, As I recall, we had to
attcnd at leest onc meeting a month, At thosc moetings everyonc had the chance
t> spaok his piece. I don't roczll any discussion at those meotings about
tho bombings that were going on cbout thet time,

®Some time beforc the strike in 1937 I heard somsthing about an
argument botween soms of the drivers and (R 1 don't romembor any
of the dettils, but as I recall he wns supposcd to peecrrying 2 knife. 1
don't know if he was s2id to be a spy for U.M.7,, or if there was eny talk
ebout U.M,W, spies in the mine at that time,
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Re: JOHN L, LIVIS, ET AL L;
DITTERVIET TITR *I don't recall anything about the P.M.A. meeting on the

night before tha strike, I can't recall how the strike

continue startod in May 1937, It seems to me that there was some
eontroveray nhout some men who were supposed to  trying

"o

P

i

f

el wa AV “LWHLRY a8l EBL LSOl

to get mombers for U,M,%. from P,M.A. I don't remember if thore wss &ny talk
about these men having boen discharged or fired, I think it waas besc use of

the controversy sbout these men that the P.M,A. on tho day of the strike loaded
their coal cars with short weights, I think that tho only reason for the
strike was the trouble about these men., I don't recall any talk about wage

scales.
BAfter the strike startod in 1937 I went and since -
that time I have not been in Yine B. However, 1 2id vote in the election for

Yine B held in December 1937, and voted for P.X.A. beczuse I thought the
majority of the miners wanted that union, and becouse I thought it was a
good union.

_ "Some time in Februory or ilarch 1938 I started to work in Minp A, 1
stayed st thot mine until o short time after U.M.T. obtzined the bargaining
contract for the miners there. In the cloction that wes held for Mine A I
voted for U.}.7. becsuse I wanted to savc my job, and I thought that U.M.w.
would win the election, It reclly mode no difference to me which union won

the elsction. 411 I wanted was my Job.

"1 havo road this stotonent consisting of this and one other typewritten
page and state thot 4t is true to tho best of my knowledgs and recollection. .

R ———
" itness:
Special Agent, FBI {signsd)
(signcd) .

Springfield, I111.%
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET al. i

L) b1D
prvgirs Y ©:-i-c:is,
Iilinois, was interviowed at his home on September 1,

‘r 1943 by Special hgentsm and—. This man
epeaks English wikth some dilficulty of expression, and he can understand
Y\ Euglish only when it is spoken slowly. He claimed to have no criminal
b \Lrecord The following statement was prepared but not signed by

}

aY % "Springfield, I,
\ . September 1, 1943
"I, rake tho followag statement freely and
voluntarily to an who have iden-
tified themselves to me as Spec agents o cral Bureau of

Investigation, Yo threats or promises have been made to me to ob-
tain this statcment,

#T nrogently

AT 8 v-

reside at GEEEEEEEEEENRNNY =i nef o)

and do not work.

"] was born in
the United states in

FPrevious to
Statcs A

". first Pomed a mne wnion, the United Mine Siorkers, i.n- in

I stayed in this wnion wmtil I joined the Progressive
!{m I.orkers of america in 1936, ibout two or three months before ————
the election in February 1941 I rejoined the U,M,¥. I nover was an of-
ficer in any union,

"] went to a few mectings of the P.l..., but 1 don't remember
any talk about organizers for the U.,M,4, I don 't know of any trouble
within P.M... or between the P.M.a, and the U, ll.“l.

"1 know thore w

as to be a mucting on the nizht bafore the strike
started but I did not go to thc meeting, I don 't repember how I knew
about this meeting.

"0n the day the strikc started in 1937 I saw gveryonc going out of
the mine, and I went along with the nmincrs. I don't know any rcasons
for the strike. I did hear somc talk about getting back pay, but I
don 't know if this was the reason for the sirike,

r any 1m ion in 1937, and no ono

S —— Sy p——_ — ——r——
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= L ITH 7] remember reading in the paper

that the mine would reopen in the fall of
1937, and I went out to the mine. In that fall

Continued).

I got into the picket line, but I don't know why the picket line was put
up. I saw only Mine B men in the picket line.

®*In the mnc election of 1937 I voted for P.ul.a. becausc I
wanted to go along with the majority of the miners, It really made
no difference to me which union had the minc corntract. I only wanted
to vork for my living,

Mo one tried to get me to join U.l.W. until the mine reoﬁened

in 1939, Before the mine rcopened I received a letter from the company,
and was told when to rcport for work.

n,fter I started to work again, a man known as m;xsked
mc how I would like to join the UM\, I said that it & ference

to me to which union I belonged.

"I signed with U.M.0. about 3 morths before the election in
February 1941, I voted for U,M,.. becausc it scemed to me that most of the
mincrs wanted this union. I also thought that I would have to join the
U.H.w. to kee

"To me ouc wnion is just likc any other. I have no preforence
one way or the othcr. Nobdy ever thrcatened me to make me join a wnion.

"This statement consisting of this and one other typowritten page
has been read to me by and I state that it is
true to the best of my rocollection and Knowicdge.

(m declined to sign the above statement although
ate everything contaired in it was true).

~ N —
épecial agents, FBI, Springfield, Ill."
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v Re: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL
[P ) | o 2N
b b /D

INTLRV iE"r’f ITH

, Springfield, Illinoi.l,'
was ;jointly interview ed at his residence on September 1,

1943 by Special Agents and
vias bornﬁ is unable to Wx angw
¢ kmowledge © affairs. He executed the following signed state-
mont which was read to him by '

3

"1

N o *Springfield, Illinois
. Septomber 1, 1943

make the following voluntary statemn to

\ N
~nd ey nbe AP tha
ShvE Ti wav

F _ whom 1 Xnow to bs Spocial no
pcderal Bureau of Investigation,

e S. Deportment of Justice.
4

N it
States in SN w=s naturalized at

rosently vork at 3inc_"B" near 5p . inois and reside a
bsmnsﬁem- 1,

-I first worked in the Peabody Mine #6 at Bpringriald,
Iliincis &5 a momber of the United Mimo Torkers of Amcrica that will be
reforred to hercinafter as UMi. 1T worked therc about six months. 1 worked

in other mings after this as a momber of UMW,

"In 1921 or 1522 I workcd in Pcabedy Mine #53 under tho UM and
worked there until W} 1In I vont to work in Mine "B" emder the T,

and worked therc continuously until the present time with the execption
of the period from lay, 1937 to Novormber, 1939 when the mine was closed

whilo the strikc was in progross,
"I n.ver held an office in any union,

"] bocame & member of the Progressive Mine Torkers of Amorica
vhich will be referrcd to hercinafter as PMA in September, 1932 becuase
everyone elsc changed to PMA at Mine "B".

"ELSHOFF hed no trouble to my knowledge with the UMY beforo 1932,
is far as I know ELSHOFF got slong alright with PMA from 1832 to 1937.

"1 4id not help organize PMA. I know nothing obayt how the PMA
' membors 1iked their union leaders. As far as I know evoryone was satisfied

under the PMA,

"Xo ono started any trouble over the wage scale back pay,

-y
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Re: JOEN L. LE.IS, ET AL

LY b1D

%&Tﬂi "I know all of the following persons:
cont: JOE ALABANESE ' JORN STRTODT

A e FA AT r)

ANDRE™ SCERELEVIOUS - CEARLES BOEANNON
DOMINIC FASQUALE "GIORUE JACATAY
'FETE CARTER EMORY JACAVAY

YRLNE AUSIIN . JAMES HALE

TONY PLOTCE

"Two or three wecks after I returned to Mine "B"™ to work when it
re-opcned in November, 1939 I signed a UMW card and became a member of UMY,
I didn't want to join UMV, but everyone else did so 1 did too. 1 was nover
threatensd or made to join. I always steyed in tho background and let the
other men decide what to do. :

"1 did not know about the activities of the eleven men whose names
are mentioned above in thias statement, cxcept that after the mine opened
in 1939 theso men went around to the miners to get thom to join UMW, I
hcard that some mincrs worc beaten up but 1 don't romember who or why they were
beateon.

*1 remcmbor when the five men were thrown out of PMA in May 1937,
but I do not know why. I did not go to tho FMA meeting on Mey 11, 1937
becausc I do not understand English wecll, For this reason I can not talk
very well sbout union effairs or what tho trouble waa in 1537 when the strike
took placc at MNinc "B".

"I helped picket inc "B" with thec other FMA mombers for several
vecks aftcr the minec closed,

"I do not rcmembor if I cver signed any FMA or UM\ petitions.

*I do not care which union I work under. I do not know enything
sbout FMA and I do not know anything about UMi.

*I have had this statemont consisting of one and one half pagos

read to me by because I do not read English, This
statemcnt is tru ¢ best of my knowlodge and I gave the information set

forth above of my own free will. :
oy

S i
pecial Lgent, F.B.I."
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Re: JOEN L. LE'IS, ET AL

L7 b1D

Illinois, was jJo y erviewe is residence on

September 1, 1943 by Specinl Agonts d
is a naturalizcd
vwas coopcrative and had a fair understanding of
Wine "B" from 1936 to January 26, 1940, Ee executed the
following signed statement:

"Springfield, Illinois
September 1, 1543

make the following voluntary statement to
whom I know to be Bpecial Agents of the
« 8. Dopartmsnt of Justice.

—
United States about an was naturalized in SN
L

"Upon my arrival in the United States in qz started
working in the minos at Mme first union 1 joinod wes the
United Mine ..orkere of fmcrice which will be referred to hereinafter &s
UMY at she I halped organize UMYV in that

mine about
*1 came to Springfield, Illinois in- and went to work at
the Capitol X¥ine and the #2 Sangamon Mine under the UMA.

"1 went to work at Kine "B® about 1336 under the Frogressive Mine
Torkers of America that will be referred to hereinafter as the PHi..

*1 never held an office in any union. I attended most of the
union meetinge at ¥ino "B®, I liked the FMA and waes satisfied with its'
officials, I do nmot like thc UM" on account of JOHN L. LETIS and aome of
the UM, officials.

"In the UMY & minar can hold an office indefinitely, but in
PMA a miner c¢an hold an office for only two ycars at ome time.

®In Mine "B® 1 wes working as a 'digger' and TONY PLOTCH came to
ne about a month before the strike in May, 1937 while.l was digging in the
mine during working hours and asked me twice one day to leave the FMiA and
join the UM.. Hc said I better join UMW now and I said no, that I would
wait and see which way the other miners wont and he again said that I
should not wait for tho others, but that I should sign up with UMK right
eway, I did not do it.
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL

Llcr bb .
B 1T RUTES 7ITH  “Regarding tho wage scale trouble, I was expecting to get
-4 % the back pay, but I know nothing about what was going to
"y Tcontinue be done by ELSEOFF or the FPMA officials to get the back
pay.
: ®1 kmow some of the men who were n%gitatigg for UNT $n mine "B™ both
f boforc the minc closed on strike and after it opened in Yovember, 1939.
Theso men werc as follows:
JOE ALBANEZSE JOEN {COTTON) ARANIAS
ANDRE SCHRELEVIOUS JOHI! SIRTOUT
DONIFIC PASQUALE "CHARLES BOWLINGGREEN
PETE CARTER SAMDS EALE.
FRAMK AUSTIN. o7
TONY _FLOICH

%1 sttended the PiA meeting held on May 11, 1937. 1 learned this
was & special meeting from the PMa Pit Committeo.

®"In the meeting the five men werc thrown out of PMA bacouse of
ting they wore doing at the mine. 1 voted to throw therc men

the ag ta

out T P“ ang eVerbody slse at the meeting voted the same way, Kost of
the PiA members present at this meeting including myself, got up and told
how these men tried to get us to join TUMi. I dont't believe the five men
were at this meeting. :

"The PMA miners who didn'