SAC, Tew York - " lareh 30, 1949

jirector, iDL

Uy IRD ZTNN

CCLINT WITR - C
. Your file j100-50892
AFY ureau file /10036027

bé
b7cC

Reference is uade to the report of w’sl |dated ‘larch
9, 1949 and to your formm letter Fi-122 of the saze date recomxaending 2 Jecurity
Index card for this subject. g

Tn view of the past activities reported concernins this subject a
security index card is being prepared and you will be advised of this by
scparate letter. lowcver, in view of the limited inforiation obtained con-
cerning this subject's membcrship in the Corvunist iarty you are reqested
to conduct further investiration in an effort to obtain additional information
concerning this subject's membership in the Comunist Party or concerning
his activities in behalf of the party. larticular emphasis should be placed
on obtaining admicsible c¢vidence. .
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100-36921.7 /

Special Agent in Charge

Yareh 23, 1749

Mew York
RE: SECURITY MATTER

Dear Sir:

Please be advised that a security index card has been prepared at
the Bureau, captioned as follows:

2L, O /ARED HATIVE EORN CoxUNIST

Ress 7206 Lafayebte Avenue
Brooklyn, Wew York

Buc:  American Labor Party Headquarters
207 Tart Street

Brooklyn, New York e\ ,n.seﬂ‘—-“’?

Yoo 09— oy
A i ‘\ ‘«'\"_‘2 (‘qq

The above caption should be checked immediately for accuracy against
the information contained in your files, and the Bureau should be informed of
any discrepancies. You will prepare without delay a 5" x 8" white card cap-
tioned as above and reflecting your investigative case file number for filing
in your Confidential Security Index Card File. In the event the above caption
18 not correct, the card you prepare should be correctly captioned, and the
Bureau should be informed of the correct caption.

The caption of the card prepared and filed in your Office must be
kept current at all times and the Bureau immediately advised of any changes
made thereln in_that connection.

‘ e o ed il v --ih.'
! Very truly yours,
1 - - - [ o
] lm ‘ZXL':D @ L {

YR | Do, Nl .

W AR g py . ’
f | John Edgar Hoover
* A Director
LA




IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO

N N iR
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L “ 7 ’ FD-122
T dval Burean of Investination
t N
Bt ates By gty

166290892 D& 5 )

58A 121949 W

."Z%NC" 100-290892 /{/‘ ?‘;}
ol < March 9, 1949
- Director, FBI - -
HOWARD ZINN Pt ™
RE: SECURITY MATTER - C “H Lo
T3 /
Dear Sir: o o
It is recommended that a Security Index card be prepared
relative to the individual named below:
Name: HOWARD ZINN
Aliases:
Residence Address: 926 lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
Business Address: American Labor Party Headquarters
207 Hart Street, Brooklyn, New York
X __ Native Born e Alien - Naturalized
X Communist German —— Miscellaneous
Fascist (Italian) —...._... Japanese I
. ATE TIRORTEARION COULINED |
Date of Birth August 24, 1922 m‘gi}:&f L8 WETCLA LD
Place of Birth New York City Daws 1\ Sy ’,L,.A&S)J}L )
Entered U. S. at T g0, 5 %0 2
Naturalized (date) ‘”)
Naturalized (place and Court)
N A
‘f“*, / ¢ -
/—f’”" - ) vy V0T Very truly yours,
¥ M
o ED"IARD SCT-IEIDT W
) Ty
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’ FEI AMTOMA TId_,ﬁEEE'LySSIFIL,AT;EIN GUILE - -
: DETB 34-01-2010

- " FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAHON A

Form No. 1 C “"‘D TR ’
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEV YORK Lt * Ny FILENO.  J00~G0802 JF {
REPORT MADZ AT | DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR [ REFORT MADE BY |
raf WHICH MADE be
Fr - 4
| BT YORK 3949 9/21,10/20,4/49 | | b7C
a TITLE -y B ! ;_ CHARACTER OF CASE ’

L N 16 . Campetes f
| HOJARD ZINI ?ﬁwt It ATTEe vl o SECURITY YATTER - C

f f
g ni‘ b ‘:* :#K'@z)-‘ 2 P »«:ivn 11}9‘4’ﬂ e
RS T S e T O AT E BTG G T

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ' [‘zxzm reported by [ |of Tashington held office  b7D
Lo NG9 ﬁkéé"&%ag confiding in him in March, 1948, that he (ZIM)

S

1;;{ ,‘5&1 a6y . is a Conmunist Parbty nerber and atierds Party meetings
gbWSRD  five times a week in Brooklyn ASZINN listed as Vice-
! / Chairmen of Kings' Counby Committee of American ()
SEE PE"E? SIDE FOR Veterans Commithee in November, 1946 issue of
E %Vets! Voice®. ZINV served in U.S. Amy from 6/9/43
ADD. DleEMl NATION. to 11/30/45. Army Serial ;¥ 0-739515, readjustrent

( 7 ) claim #7=-405642. ZIIT! presently eaployed at ALP

o )/f«-/ L / Q Headquarters, 20'7 Hart 3treet, Brcoklyn, New York.

AEQ. RECD A .Jé/ = Resides at 626 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn. Descripbion
REIUPRR I sct out. CIs unable to .urnn.sh any miorn"'tn.on

Af concerming subject. A D e

A b 1 A< .
L{;—,—i—' e L-% 0/5 ?&—‘\—QM - G p«.‘ .
W f",u,jz;ﬂw o [ i
REFLEFENCEs ) Washa.ngbon Field letter, 5/3/4 ‘
| ,»Cx_) 7 T e /‘"'.D-‘
IHEAREE O"‘" Yn ijInva.a’o:ngamon in this cage was predicated on’/ ’/’ o

J ~} "?' / & information furnished to the Vashington Field Cfficero
i % - ¢ on Xarch 27, 1943, by Confidential Tnformant | o70

y!

1< ;":" o L) "/ <" This Tnforment adviced that ZIFN had uj.vulf"ed the
. R RS . following information to hin on Mardh 27, 16148. @,(M}
» ,ﬂl j““"‘ “; ‘.,____‘“ _‘_j“ .
;' LA T ZINH care to Tfashington, D. C. on March 25, and
Helped plclet ‘che Bkf 56 House on l'arch 26, 1948, in connection with the

pickewing  spongored %y the fmerican Comr L.t‘bea to Protect the Jewish Stato
apd the, Ardted Nagicns. ZIM indicated tha% Le is a member of the Cormunist

[
} ;Party and -that. ke attends Party meetings five nights a wi %eic_ eq .l;s'n Q\q
\‘A‘:fcm‘wi &) Ay \3& 1\%
= ) / NS \\\ss '~9—‘L
s,

"?ﬁ?&'ﬁ%ﬁ‘?&’ > o - Dom w;\‘n'g’\tx TH‘E%BPACES/\F‘-V /’O\Q‘@ T
(T SN BT .
B [WDEXED - 102

o - . “
gk toy b, ~
- ( x’!EwOF‘T}-'lS liZ:ZPORI N

N e «.?’
5 - 13urean\i
<A

R 4,

3 - New Yorlw

QAN -~ C o
Q‘J_i?%?f'y s - J
R 7 i'zwm xh;%xxvm ommer  7-—2004




Y 100-GCEeR

He is working with an organization to assist the WALIACE Third Party

lIovenent. Cn the night of Llarch 27, 1948, he intended to attend a

rally in Brooklyn sponsoring the TAILACE lovement, at which time he was

supposed to give a rsport on ithe picketing of the Thite House in {‘1\3
viashington, ZIKN expressed his interest vwith regard to the Third Party
Fovement, indicating that the Cormmnist Party was 1003 behind this lovement. 4

. The records of the Pureau of Spscial Services and Investiga-
tions, lew Y,rk City Police Department, reflect the following informatien: LA

HOVARD ZINN, 1023 ILafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, Few York,
vas a delegate to the fmerican Peace lobilization in Chicago, Illinois,
representing the Ridgewood Peace Council.

o o e e = S

UL
HGJARD ZIKH and twenty—-four members of the Arsrican
Veterans Committee assisted in picketing butcher shops on Deialb Avermue
from Throop to Sumner Avenues, and !arcy and Hart Streets, Brooklyn,
on July 18, 1946. A

HCITARD ZINW'S nawe appears on letberhead of Brooklyn
Citizens' Committee for Right of Banl: Workers to Organize, formed in
connection with strike of employees of the Brooklyn Trust Company, on i
July 23, 1947.

HGTAKD ZINi, President of Williamsburg Veterans Committes,
spokc at rass meebing on March 10, 1946, and at City Council Hear:.ng LA
in 1948.

HOTAED ZERN, of the Kings County Commitiee, American
Vetcrans Committoe, advised an euployee of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee
Cormittee on I'ebruexry 1l, 1947, that the American Veterans Committee was
serding as delegates to the conference of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee
Committee on February 16, 1947, B@B *GCLDIER, 30 Qcean Parkway, and A
BCUTARD ZINN, 926 La:taye'bi:e Avenue, Brooklyn, New York.

ZIiNMswas listed as a delegate to the American Veterans
Commitbttee National Convention to be held June 19-22, 1947, at ilwaukeo,
- VWisconsin, This information was contained in a letter from the INlwaukes
Office to the Atlanta Office dated June 14, 1947, regarding Cormurist V(\_,
Infiltration into the American Veberans Comitiee,

"
Teonm e TIAR




. that HCQUARD ZINN was a member of the

, =68
HY 1CC-90292 -
On ovember 21, 1947, Confidenbial Informant| | b7D
advised that the name of HOFARD ZTLN > 926 Lafayette Avenue, Bro oklyn,
New York, appeared on a list of addrassograph sh2acils at Communist
Party Headquarters, 35 East 122 Strect, New York City. A

The Lovember, 1946 issue of ’cheﬂ‘Q[etS Voice®, an Arsrican
Veterans Committes blication, set ocut that Hé.‘fA.RD ZINN nad been
elecied Ho the office of Vice=Chairman of the Kings County Cormittee >
of the American Veterans Commitiee.

The naze of HOWARD ZIWN, County Commander, Anerican
Veterans Committee, appeared on 2 1ist of panal spaalers bto spaak ab
the Broocklyn Conference of Progressives, Hotel Saint Gecrge » Brooidyn,
New York, on February 8, 1947.

v’
The Jamary 12, 1948 issue of the #New York Tirest

reflects thet FOTARD ZINI, ¥ings Qounty Committee, American Veterans
Cormittee, was a signer in support of position taken by WILLIAi: JATSCHIEFFLIN
in his'TSCHIEE’FLIN'S) letter to the Editor of the %lew York Timeg® carried
in this issue, This letier requested that a Communist, SO W CERSCN,
be seated in place vacated by Councilman, PEIER V. .CACGIIONE, Bfooklyn, L.
Communist,

The June 4, 1948 issue of the ¥Daily Worker¥, reflects

Steering Committee of the Veterans
Committee against the rundt-Hixon Bill. ZINY was among the group of

the National Veterans Caravan %o Viashington, D, C., on the anniversary [
of D-day, June 6, 1948.

Ihe ®Daily Worker® of June 6, 1948, reflects that HOWARD ZINN /
as a member of the Stecring Committee of the National Veterans Garavan to

Washington, was to remain in Washington to lobby against the Mundt-Nixon Bill.,

|
!
|
|
1
|

The records of the Hew York Faval Shipyard, Brooklyn, New York,
reflsct that ZINK was employed as a Shipfitter from September 18, 1940
to Yay 6, 1946, These records also reflect that ZINH was on military leave
during vhidn time he served in the United States Arny Air Corps from CobA
Kayd, 1943 to lLovember 30, 1945.

v

The folluwing residence addresses appear in the subject's




HY 100-90592

-
record at the Navy Yard and are listed in chronological orders <

1
z
|
i
‘

249 Vernon Street, Brooklyn

817 Park Street, Ervoklyn

549 Bushwick Averue, Brooklyn

1023 Iafayette Avenve, Brooklyn A

An inguiry was made of the subject's sister, DCRIS 1 ZLI, '
926 Tafayette Avenue, under suitable prextexbt, at which time she adviked f
that the subjech presently resides at 926 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, and {
is employed at the American Iabor Party Headquarters, Brooklyn, New Yorke. :
The subject's employment was verified through an inquiry, under suitable l
pretext, made of the receptionist at the American Iabor Party, 207 Hart LA 1
Street, Brooklyn, New York. 1

!
{

.

The subjectt's Personnel File at New York Navy Yard,
Brooklyn, New York, set out that ZINY served in the United States Amy
Air Forces from June 9, 1943 to November 30, 1945, being discharged with the
rank of Second ILieutenant; his Armmy Serial Number is 0~738515; and his e
readjustment claim number is C7=405642,
s

The subject!s readjustment claim file at Veterans Administra-
' tion, New York City, reflscts the following information:

Hame HOJARD Z1TE
- Date of Birth August 24, 1922, Brooklyn, New York
R ' Height 6ram
AN Weight 170 1bs.
'\ Hair Dark Brown
S Eyes Dark Brown
Marital Status Married on October 30, 1944
VWife = ROSLYMHFCHTE}R‘}; ?l’ N b v ’ Lo

The following Confidential Informants advised that they
do not know the subjecth:

b2
b7D




: | FD-122

\ ' P (10-19-49)
O]ﬁce Memongzdum  UNITED STAT®S GOVERNMENT

TO . Director, FBI

paTR: fugust 2, 1950

/2 .,/

rro 49 SAC, Lew York

‘i
ondigmo i
- =
Bufile 4400-360217 £ vfﬁ’fw:( 47 7D
Z- D30 I? /!——' ALY TFORIZ ATION COUTATNED
BERLIV I3 UOLASSIAED
DAY BYLo SEP

It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the o bs% L"D
above captioned individual,

% The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be’
changed as follows: (-Specifyfehange only)

NAME

ALIASES HC’.TIEQJIQ// l/
A

RACE SEX NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALTEN
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) =
TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB Pt -
- [ inbiit
= =
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH e =
<y %3] et
RESIDENCE ADDRESS Lillian wald Housing Project, AP"‘AF;P) 5G‘, ‘:‘gl/ g
o4

890 Bast 6th Street, New York City New Ygrk

i}

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address):

Student (Full-time), Washington Square College, New York University,

Washington Square, New York City, New York /

NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List)

REGORDED - 45 —
! ‘ E‘U/M/ e Ty )
- 6 . I
@@&EA”“ G 1 F_X.-95 BUER /

34
=~ I00-90892




FD-122

‘ (10-19-49)

F

Office Memorandum -
DA'I:B s

TO : Director, FBI
FROM %SAC, New York «
SUBJECT: Homanenm, wea.
SECURITY HMATTZR - C e ’;;,V( T _kDL g ETO“*”'I'SIJ?;; CSITTAETED
2-27-SoRN T s
{06 59 ge{uy

e

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
August 21, 1950

Bufile 100-360217
It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the

above captioned .individual.
The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be

X
changed as follows: (Specify change only)
NAME
ALIASES . - 5-3?
=d &
~i O S
’ . ."r-; = §
RACE SEX. NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED:?’ ~ALIEN &%
T - - “"v
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCTLALIST LEAGUE____
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) .
TAB FOR DETCOM . . TAB FOR COMSAB
DATE OF BIRTH _ PLACE OF BIRTH /
RESIDENCE ADDRESS | /
3 / '
. HUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing co eé and address)
‘Student "G.I.Bill" (Full time) NYU, ¥ash< Sq., W.Y., N.Y.
= Lernsr Shops (part time)354 4th Ave, \{6 ¥Y (shipping clerk) )

ey

' ‘?
’ - 03
RECOROED T

Encs. (6)
E\ﬁ‘ﬂ e MG 22 /356 ’
g e

NATURE OF INDUSIRY OR BUSINESS (Spec:.fy from Strategic and Vital Industry JLlS‘b)

BExoy
ND 11,

<

HCR:mat

100-~96892
& 3—5
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64

" Office Men, & dum

e UNITED & - <OVERNMENT
TO : Director, FBI DATE: August 21, 1950
FROM g3 .~ SAC, New York
7

SUBJECTS{ HOWARD. ZINN, wa.,

Howie Zinn

SECURITY MATTER - C )z =1

Reference is made Lo Bureau letter to New York dated March 30, be
’ 1949 and to the report of SA dated August 21, 195} at New bC

York, captioned as above.

, Please be advised that investigation was completed in the above -
case before it was ascertained that ZINN was abttending New York University,
4 Washingbton Square, New York.

It is to be noted that no further investigation was conducted
at the above University after it was ascertained through the Registrar's
office that the subject was in attendance at that institution, and it
ig felt that no further investigation is necessary at New York University.

4 [ R S e
- BRArE e
, [ . S

\ Encs. (5) T IR S
Pl udhelag L Lsd g::*lg-se‘plz.&,,)
400599
\‘\ 4

HCR:HLY , o
100-50892 t ‘ o )
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" ¥ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FormNo.1 N
1JY FILE NO. 100-90892 HLV

TaIs case orlcINaTED AT NEW YORK
REPORT MADE AT 7 DATEAWEKEN L 21’71510ZF/057\{VH'17C7-!2546ADE REPORT MADE BY )
T VO 5T sl4/2757/205 b6
T YORK Uug 21 e 28’3138/1/50. b7C
TITLE CHANGED . CHARACTER OF CASE
BOTARD ZINN, wa., ‘
Howie Zinn SECURITY RATTER -~ C
- SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject born August 2L, 1922,
L Brooklyn, New York. Resides
o 890 East 6th Street, Apt. 5-G,
prd New York City. OCurrently ab-
' tending Washington Square
/m e College, New York University,
At S . under the G.I. Bill. GConfi-

dential Informent advised on
July 1l, 1948 ZINN believed
+to be selected as a delegate
to the New York State Com~
munist Party Convention, ad
reported to be a Communist
Party member in 1949, Sub-
ject active in Hew York Council,
American Veterans Committee, RIS St

1948, ZINN filed claim for R AT Ty L
throperty damege" against the ae T %‘;~ . ";L}ﬁg.’)mégi L’ﬁ
ctate of New York, resulbing  r ANRTRNCE 4
from "Peekskill riots." Sub- 0. Loy
jech's wife solicited signatures Sk JH
to New York State Communisb o ‘g‘*-‘:' oy L 5"

2 g =3 ‘ LY

Party Nominating Petitions, in
- 194. ZINN and wife members of

DESTROYED : :
International WNorkers Order, g
261 £5B A8 4d  Brooklyn, New York, 15h9.
Background set forth. i
. ANS:
: ey AL D e
. . = ——‘#
APPROVED AND ’f o - ) _
3 - . DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
FORWARDED: AN A & v i — —
COFIES OF THfsféEPQRT ' . /- Y .?1 "
, R B I S
. . T __EX-T]
1 = Col. C. Somners;-Ind 0SI District, YSAF " ‘ ) j Voor
3 - New York i - R .3 AT
Y . T PR Y P
- .f |8 B Sis g |
“oROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONESRUITAL REPORT AND ITS CO EgSEARE LOANED TO,¥pY 2hH" FB AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIEUYER: SgHIDE OF
CH_LOANED, . LA
s, GOVERNMERT p{'fﬁ‘reh"cr OFFICE A‘}éi’::ml




NY 100~-00892

DETATLS: The title of this report is being changed so as to include the
name of HOWIE ZINN, ipasmuch as the subject is known by that
name to Confidential Informant T-2.

Citizenship

The records of the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Brooklyn, New
York, reflect on certificate nuuber 34407 that HOWARD ZINN was born on Jugust
24, 1922 at Brooklyn, New Yorke. These records disclosed that the subjecht's
Fathori- HOMARQZGEA, was born in Austria and that his mother, JENNGEZINN,
neg.RABBINOWLTZ, Was born in Russia.

Residence

The current 1950 telephone directory for Manhattan reflects
that HOWARD ZINN, 890 Eagt 6th Street, Manhattan, New York, subscribes to
‘telephone number Algonquin 4~8325.

Confidential Informant T-1l, of known reliability, advised
that the subject and his family, who formerly resided at 926 Iafayette Ave-
nue, Brooklyn, New York, now reside in Apartment 5-G, 890 East 6th Streetb,
Manhattan, New York.

¥r. M., STUTMAN, Assistant Mapager, ILillian Wald Housing
Project, New York City Housing Authority, 54 Avenue D, Maphattan, New York,
made available records reflecting that HOFARD ZINN has resided in Apartment
5. at 890 East 6th Street, Manhattan, New York, the Lillian Wald Housing
Project, New York City Housing Authority, since August 22, 1949.

Boploymenb

Mise M. SMYTHE, Recording Department, Registrar's Office,
New York University, Washingbon Square, Manhattan, New York,; made available
records which disclosed that HOWARD ZINN of 890 East 6th Street, New York
City, is currently enrolled as a full-time student, under the GeI. Bill,
at the Washington Sguare College of Arts and Sciences and is a first
semester senior.

Mr. M. STUTMAN, Assistant Manager, ILillian Wald Housing
Project, New York City Housing Luthority, 54 Avenue D, Manhattan, New York,
advised that records at this office revealed that the subject was employed

- part time at the Lerner Warehouse, 354 4th Avenue, New York Citye




HY 100-90892

1r. W. L. BOEGH, Personnel Uznager, Lerner Shops, 3l Lth
Lverue, lew York City, made available records which revealed that the sub-
ject isresently employed on a part-time basis with this company and has
heen employed with the Lerner Shops since fugust 17, 1949, as a shipping clerk.

Communist Party Activities

On July 1h, 1948, Confidential Informent T-2, of known
reliability, advised that HONIE ZINKN was believed to De one of a group of
sndividuals selected from the &th A.D., Kings County Communist Party as a
fraternal delegate to the New York State Gonvention of the Communist Party.

on Hoverter 29, 1948, GConfidential Informant T-3, of known
relisbility, advised that HOUAED ZIWN of the Neswr York Council, American
Yeterans Committee, 139 Bast 57th Street, New York City, had written an
article entitled, "Self-Supporting Public Housing —— Plan to Ease the
Housing Crisis in Hew York —— How. n

The above article discusses in detail the housing problem
and what should be done o supply adequate, low-rent housing for veterans
and non-veterans in New York City.

It is to be noted that Confidential Informant T-l, of known
relisbility, stated on November L, 1946 that the Steering Committee of the
Metropolitan Area Council of the American Veterans Comittee, which is
composed of all the chapters in the New York City area, has been dominated
by Cormunists.

On December 19, 1949, Confidential Informant 7-5, of known
relisbility, advised that HOWARD ZINN, 890 East 6th Street, New York City,
was one of a group of individuals who filed notice of intention to file 2
claim against the State of New York as a result of the “riots® on August
27, 1949 and on Septesmber l, 19L9 at Peekskill, New York, at the so-called
PAUL ROBESON concerts.

Tt should be noted that Confidential Informant 76, of known
relisbility, advised that the peakskill disorders" of August 27, 1949 and
September li, 1949 in the vicinity of Peekskill, New York, resulbted as an
outgrowth of concerts vlanned by PAUL ROBESON in that area. This Informant
ckated that the arove concerts wers held under the auspices of the Harleum
Division of the Civil Rights Gongress.

Tt is further to be noted that the Civil Kights Congress has
been designated a Communicst organization by the Lttorney Genersl and comes
within the purview of Executive Order 9835 .

-3 -




NY 100-90892

Gonfidential Informant T~T, of known reliasbility, advised
that ROSLYT ZINN of 526 Lafayette Avemue, Srooklyn, New York, was one of =
groun of i .aividuals who had solicited siznatures to the New York State
Com-umist Party Nominabing Petitions in 19h6, in Iewis, Oneida, and Otsegou
Counties,

On April 5, 1950, Confidential Informant T-3 stated that
HOMMIN , 890 BEast 6th Street, liew York City, was on the 1947 - 15h9
Yailing List of the Workers Book Shop, 50 East 13th Street, Manhabtan,
New York.

On March 29, 1947, Confidential Informant T-8, of known
reliability, advised that the Workers Book Shop is an outlet for Communist
Party literature. According to this Informant, it is a self-supporting
establishment, operated by a Communist Party member, and an integral part
of tha Communist Party.

On October 21, 1949, Confidential Informant T-9, of knovn
reliability, stated that the subject and his wile, ROSLYN ZIWN, are cur-
rently members of Lodge L50 of the International Workers Order and have
been members since May 1946.

It is to be noted that the International Workers Order
has been designated a Communist organization by the Attorney General and
comes within the purview of Executive Order 9335.

Confidential Informant T-3 advised on March 31, 1949 that
HOWARD ZTKN, telephone number GLenmore 2-192l, was one ot a group of
individuals who was believed by this Informant to be a2 Communist Party
member,

Tt is to be nobed that the 1949 Brooklyn telephone dirvectory
preflected that BOVARD ZINN of 926 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York,
at that time subscribed to telephone mumber GLenmore 2-19ZL.

Mr. ¥. STUTVAYN, Assistant Vanager, Lillian %ald Housing
Project, New York City Housing Authority, 5l; Avenue D, Manhattan, New York,
advised that he had no knowledge of Communistic activities or interest in
Comeunism on the part of the subject.

The following Confidential Informanits, of known reliability,
had no inforration regarcing the subject:

T‘é, T"'lo, T"’ll, T"lz, T"lB, T"‘lh’ T"15 3
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Background

¥r, ¥, STUTMAN, Assistant ¥anager, Lillian Wald Housing
Project, New York City Housing Authority, S5h Avenue D, Yanhattan, New York,
advised that records reflected that HOWARD ZINN, Apartment 5-G, 890 East
6th Street, New York City, has resided in the above anartment since August

27, 19L9. According to these records, th i 4 hi i ROSLYHN
;—;TZT?W. nes"SCHECHTER, have two children —- and

It was further disclosed that the subject was formerly em—
ployed as a clerk at a grocery store at 936 ladison Street, New York City.

Miss.S. SYYTHEE, hescording Denartnent, Regictrats Office,
Hew York University, ..achington Square College, Hesr Yoik City, advised that
records reflected that HOwARD ZIN has been attending New York University
since February 1949, that he was born on August 2L, 1922, and that he former-
1y resided at 926 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, Hew York.

These records further disclcsed that the subject attended
Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, New York, from June 19539 to June 1641 and that
he formerly attended thie Thomas Jefferson High School. Theze records also
disclosed that the subject was a Second Ideutensnt in the United States
Lray Air Corpo in Yorld ¥War I, irry serial nusber 0733515, and that he vas
jssued United States Veberans Ldministration claim anumper G-7-405-642. !

According to Miss SUYTHE, if the subject conltinued a2t the
ozl rate of advancexent, he woulc coaplete the requirerments of the
Bachelor of Arts degree by June 1951.

-

¥r, . L. n02Ga, Personnel lanager, Lerner Shops, 354 lLth
Avenue, New York City, advised that records reflect that HOWAID ZINH, who
has been employed with this company since August 17, 1949, and on a part-

time basis since January 16, 1950, resides at 890 6th Avenue, Manhattan,
Mexwr York,

According to lir. ZOEGE, the subject vas born on August 24,
1522, is married, formerly resided at 878 Lafsyette Avenue, Eroocklyn, lew
Tork end was a Second Lieutenant in the United States Lir Corps from Ysy
1543 to Decemer 1545, lir. BCESE advised that ZIN has been issued Social
Security number 06¢-16-35€5.
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r. Y. L. TOEGE zdviced that the zbove records reflect that
the subject was formerly ermployed ty the following concerns:
L &

1. Asscciated Transvort, A1y liashington Street, Hew Youl:
City, from July 1543 to July 1949, in the position of
a shipping clerke

2. New York City Housing Aubhority, 63 Park How, New York
City, from August 1545 to July 1943.

3+ Stubtz Textile Company, Leonard Street, Wanhattsn, New
York, from October 1940 to Kay 1543, in the position of
a chipping clerk.

The records of the Board of Electionc, llanhattan, New York
reflect that HONARD ZINN, 890 East 6th Street, Manhattan, Hew York, registered
for the 1959 elections indicating a preference for the American Labor Party.

According to these records, the subject indicated that he was
27 years of age, married, that he resided 27 years in the state, 27 years
in the county, that he was emnloyed at Lerner's Warehouse, lth Avenne and
26th Street, Manhattan, New York, and that he bad last registered in the 1548
elections from 369 Vernon Avenue, Brooklyn, New York.

7 The subject's wife, ROSLYN ZINN, registered for the 15L9
elections and, according to the above records, also indicated a preference
for the American Labor Party.

She stated on these records that she was 27 years of =age,
rarried, that she resided 27 years in the state, 27 years in the county, and
that she hzd last registered in 1948 frow 369 Vernon Avenue, Brooklyn, New
York, She stated that her occupation was "housewife!

No record of the subject could be located at the Credit Bureau
of Greater New York.
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ATMINISTRATIVE DATA

The records of the Board of Elections, Maphatbtan, New York b6
were reviewed by SE b7cC

of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York were
reviewed by SE
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CONFIDENTTAL INFORMANTS

b6
The Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of bC
sa| laated AUG 2 1 ;. , » &b New York are as follows:

T-1 A pretext call made by
the writer to Mrs. HOWARD
ZINN, Apartment 5-&, 890
East 6th Street, New York
City, Telephone number
Algonquin 4-8325.

. 12

T-3

T-4 Former Confidential In~ Eé
P .

formank contacte 7c
by SA| b7D

Teb

| who requested thabt
s name be kept confidentials

T-5 ghmmlalcted by
SA

Tee? Photographic copies of the
1946 New York State Communist
Party Nominatin iti b6
obtained by SAS bic
and R. C. COMPION of the
Albany office, from originals
on file at the office of the
Secretary of the State of New
York, Albany, New York.

-8 conbacted by SA WILLIAM -
b7D

J‘o MCG -TH.
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T=10

T-11

T-12

T-13

T-14

T=15

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS (Cont'd.)

|contacted bly SA

| | contacted lby SA

| |contac’ced by SA

'|| | contacted by SA

||:|m&a:&ﬂ_fy SA
rﬁ:Z;_cmm_l‘Y 54
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0]7‘26‘6 Memomnd%m e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Q’ro : Director, FBI (100-360217) pate; Yarch 25, 1952
A
FROM :SAG, New York (100-90898)
SUBJECT;: HO’LA.RQINN , Vide Card U.ID
SECURITY MATTER ~ C mnﬁoﬁ“'ﬂ'm’ COII'&;%ET@ 2/3/5,2%
1 B-"
Pic ,,,_,L_A_Lﬁ_\ﬁ-‘\- 5006590 ')

It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the
above~captioned individual.

b "!D
m =
X The Security Index Card on the captioned indizidual skould bE
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 3! —_ =
bat = =
NAME = = =
ALIASES = = -
= )
=
NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALTEN
COMMUNIST SOCTALIST WOKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCTALIST IEAGUE
MISCELIANEOUS (Specify)
TAB FOR DETCOM . TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH
BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address)
Lerner Shops (Shipping Dept.)
35) lth Avenme, N.Y.C.
NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) A

w&w

RESIDENCE ADDRESS

o/ '

ar f VOO =070 % 77— L
DBF:mat /Qé REGORDED . 11 J!/llr- S8 m.* / f“
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EHTRH T 1Y M ORKATION - @ ‘ e
Oﬂig‘e‘ Memorandum « UNITED STATsS GOVERNMENT

TO : Director, FBI (100-360217) pare: 10/12/53 C
FROM Z} fﬁ%ﬁc, New York (100-90892) - ZL_”’fﬁ)
‘ @ Vi 449”35
susject:  {*RowARD LI, we. T T ,b/ L
SECURITY MATTER - C N /1ﬁ‘z
g LT AMT DL »r {”;/ \5_,,""! (7 / b
SECTRITY INFORMA™T PROGRAL bots W 7/¢,ﬂpg
YEY YORE, DIVISION =1 (5q‘ "l

HOYARD ZINY has been celected for interview under the
Security Informant Program. A review of his care fille reveals
the following information concerning him:

0

KGR , ' , /
EACKGKOUND e \y L /

Fe 18 married to ROSTYE\ZINWN. EHe is white and a U.S. citizen
by veason of his birth ih the U.S., He graduated from New Vork
University with a F.A. degree in June, 1951, ZITY served in the
U.S. Army Air Corps from 6/9/L3 to 11/30/L5, being discharged
in the rank of Cecond Iieutenant. He was formerly employed by
the T.erner Shops, 354 Fourth ivenue, New York City, until
2/2l/53, when this emoloyment was terminated. Fis

curvent employment is unknown. He resides at 890 East 6th
Street, New Vork City.

ZIUN was borQ\;n‘8/2h/22 at Erooklyn, Yew York.

COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY 12? ‘
-7
In 1946 and 1947, ZINN was active in the American ,:44%'1
Veterans Committee, and in March 1948, he was reliably revorted KQ’AFA\
to be a member of the Communist Party, attending party 4 7 (0
meetings avproximately five nights a week. Aff;’§¥§
. LI\
ZINY in 1948 was belleved to be one of a group ,‘?tzf?,\\
selected from the Sixth Assembly District, ¥ings County “oE NS
Communi st Party as a fraternal delegate to the New York L4y,
State Convention of the Comrunist Party. In 19&9 he was emnloyed
at the American Labor Party headauarters in Brooklyn, New York. A

Information was also received that EOVARD ZITN
was on the 1947-1949 mailing 1ist of the Workers Book Ihop.

KEGISTEKED I'ATT, » N 4 |
) CopEeaTRD=EG o L2
- \ ° e - |
AEED.-D O\ s, MED-ED -
Submigz\'}iesults n_report ‘

WIE:AOB 2l
/ Py

SECUERITY INFORNMAT

4
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on 12/19/h9, ZINIY was reported to be one of a groun
of individuals wno had filed Fotice of Intention to file a
claim against the State of ifew York as a recult of the "riots’ at
Peekskill, Wew York, in August and September, 1949.

In February, 1952 a neighbor of the subject advised
tne New York Office that sne believed the subject to be a
Communist.

Information received on 6/12/53, indicated that the
subject was possibly in contact with persons overating
in the Communist Party underground.

HOWAKD ZINI™ is a subject of the Security Index of the
Wew York Office.

PLAN CF APPLOACH

It is contempnlated that the residence of HOTARD
ZTHN at 890 East 6th Street, New York City, will be vplaced
under discreet surveillance. When the subject is observed
leaving his residence alone, and when he is a discreet distance
from his nlace of residence, he will be contacted in a direct
manner by two agents assipgned to the fecurlity Informent Program.
The interview with ZINN will be conducted in accordance with
existing Bureau instructions pertaining to contacts under
this program.

Bureau asuthority is requested to contact HOWARD
ZTW under the fecurity Informant Program.




b 4 |

S40, New York (100-90892) Decerber 17, 1353
Director, PRI (100-360217) ]
RECORDED - 94
_ LOVARD ZIVN
» BCUEITY "ATTR - C

SECURITY INVIORANT PLOGLLY
NDV YOLK DIVISION
- J
Reurlet [Jovember 25, 1953.
Authority is granted to recontact captioned

individual under secure conditions away from his residence
and employnent. Advise Bureau resulils.

"ARS DI OTLATION COITRATIID
TOROUT 10 Vo CLASET wl 5y
00280 N-SE PI‘Le,.)

906540

NOTE ON YELLOG :

Zinn is on the Security Inder. : L

.
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TO : Director, FBI (100-360217) DATE: 11/25/53 Y
% - I
WOM : SAC, New York (100-90892) — ,

. - o O~
sUBJECT:  HOWARD ZINN, wa )
| SM - C ‘ s
SECURITY INFORMANT PROGRAFrwon, . | |
NEW YCIK DIV ISION. ¢ EITTDIN L s aua Mseply,
o, N l‘“!fbo"‘—\q' 1’%)
6546

ReNYlet to the Bureau, 10/12/53.

On 11/6/53, the residence af the snhiect was pi%i%i

eet surveillance by SAS and

The sub ject was observed leaving his home and
discreetly surveilled from the immediate vicinlty. He was
contacted between Fifth and Sixth Streets and Avenue D, NYC,
by the above-mentioned agents. The agents introduced themselves
to ZINN and advised him that they had a confidential matter
to discuss with him. ZINN was advised that the agents were
contacting him in the above-described manner because they desired
to avoid any possible embarrassment to him at his home or
employment. The Bureau's responsibilities in the internal
security field were noted to ZINN and he was advised that it was
for this reason that he was being contacted. He was told that
he was not being contacted with the idea of intimidating or
having him incriminate himself but for the purpose of determining
, his attitude towards aiding the United States Government. It
g(é;Was noted that he was a citizen of this country, a parent and
{% %veteran and had certain responsibilities to himself, his famlly
RNand country. L

: He was advised that the Bureau had received informa-
Y t1 on concerning his associations with the CP and was affording
him this opportunity to discuss it with agents of the FBI.
NZINN stated that he was not now or was he ever a member of the
CP. He acknowledged that perhaps his activities in the past
"had opened him to charges that he was assoclated with the CP
as a member; however, he was not. He also denied that his

#/ \wife was or had been a CP member. He stated that he was a
‘2‘\11beral and perhaps some people would consider him to be a
"Jeftist.” ZINN gaid that he had participated in the activities
of various organizations which might be consideredCommunist

xﬁq‘éhwnms but that his participation was motivated by his belief
DESTROYRD

7%
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Letter to Director
NY 100-90892

that in this country people had the right to believe, think
and act according to their own ideals. He stated, however,
that the individual right should not be extended to violate ‘
the rights of others. He continued that he did not believe

in the doctrire of force and violence and further that any
individual or organization did not have the right to advocate
or teach the overthrow of the Government of the United States
by f orce or violence. ZINK stated that if he had knowledge

of persons who advocate this principle he would advise the ‘
FBI. He said that none of his assoclates to his knowledge
advocate the use of force or violence. He also stated that he
would advise the FBI if he observed persons committing acts
of sabotage or espionage against the Government. He advisedf
that he would defend this country in the event of war against§
any enemy including the Soviet Union. L ‘

According to ZINN, he was not ashamed of his past
activities and did not believe that he or his activities
constituted a threat to the security of this country or our
Government. ZINN acknowledge that perhaps some of the members
of the organizations with which he had been associated might
be CP members but he was also certaein that not all of the
members of these organizations were CP members. L

During the interview, ZINN admitted that he was
associated with the fmerican Veterans Committee in 1946 and
1647 and had served in 1948 as Vice Chairman of the Kings '
County Committee of the American Veterans Committee. He
also admitted that he was a member of the Steering Committee of
the "Weterans Committee Against the Mundt-Nixon Bill in
1948." He stated that he was associated with this Committee
because he believed the bill was too restrictive and unusually
harsh. He advised that it was possible that he had signed
a petitiocn or paper in 1948 indicating support of Communistl
SIVMON W. GERSCN who was petitioning to be seated in the
Gounsel seat vacated because of the death of PETER V.
C4CCHIONE. It was noted that ZINN did not attempt to justily
this support of GERSON., ZINN also admitted that he was
employed by the kmerican Labor Party in Brcoklyn, New York,l
during 1949. He defended this employment by stating that
he believed the American Labor Party was "truly a political
party." He also admitted that he was today asscciated with !
the ALP. ZINK also advised that he had attended the "Peekskill
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Riots" and had filed suit against the State of New York as "

a result of the riots which occurred at Peekskill, New York,
after a concert by PAUL ROBESON. ZINN stated that he had
attended the concert given by ROBESON at Peekskill, New

York, because he believed that in smerica a person should
have the right to perform regardless of his political beliefs.
7ZINK admitted also that he was a member of the IWO but stated
that his interest in this organization was entirely for the
insurance benefits. ([

During the interview, ZINK again denied that he or
his wife were ever CP members. He also denied that he had
ever attended a convention of the New York State CP as aﬂ/
delegate. A

During the interview, ZINN rather reluctantly
advised that he was currently attending Columbia University
studying for.a FhD Degree in History. In addition, he
stated that he was self-employed as a free lance writer. A

In regard to the denials made by ZINN concerning
his CP membership and his attendance as a delegate at a

New York convention, it will be noted that on
11é%}7£7 advised that ZINN's name appeared on a
1 of addressograph stencils at CP Headquarters, 35 East

I

b2

th Street, NYC. In addition, on 7/15/48, Confidential b7D
ormant |made available information that HARVIE

ZINN was [Isted as a fraternal delegate of the Kings County

CP to the New York Sta&ite convention of the CP. It is also

noted that Confidentiag, -Informant advised that while

en route to New York o% 3/27/48 on & Fennsylvania:Railroad

traln from Washingbton sat next to a young man who identified

himself as HAWARD-ZINN of 926 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn,

New York. (Subject, HOWARD ZINN, formerly resided at 926
Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York). 4ccording to this
informant, ZINN advised during the conversation that he was a
member of the GCP and that he was atbending CP meetings five
nights a week in Brooklyn, New Yorkﬁ(@?)\‘A)

ZINN, during the interview, was courteous, friendly
and willing to discuss his activities with the agents except

/
¥

/
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for the denials noted previously. He was reluctant, .however, l
to discuss other persons who were associated with him in the
various Communist front organizations. It is believed that

ZINK should be recgntacted under the Security Informant

Program. During the reinterview, ZINN will arain be questiored
concerning his CP membership and concerning persons known ///
to him as assocciated with the CP. e

Bureau authority is requested to reinterview
ZINN. This interview will be conducted in accordance with
exlsting instructions pertaining to contacts under this Pro
gram. AL

will be prepared and forwarded at the completion of the

A report is not being prepared at this time but //
interview with ZINN, U
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SUBJECT . WARD ZINN 1% )«11 I HOL AN e v

_ SM-C ‘ ) | - Triss’ Candy. ]

Q " SECURITY INFGRMANT PROG"{AM ~~~~~~ prpm— 4
SNhe NEW YORK DIVISION :

\W\WI /\ ./fe | |

-ReNYlet 11/25/53 and Bulet 12/17/53 Enclosed hereWith are ‘the’

original and  five, copies of the report of SA WILLIAM L. EDDY, dated 2/2h/5h,
- at New York. . = : :

;)'

. - i \ [N R ) e
N/ ' " Cn 1/27 and 29/5&, and 2/2 5 8 and 9/5h, the subJect's residence
////at 890 East 6th Street, New York City," ‘was placed under: discreet surveillance.

Subject. was not observed on 1/27; 29, or 2/2 or 5/5k. oOn 2/8/5k, ZINN was ,
observed leaving his. apartment building,: but was -not- observed under cenditions a
permitting discreet contact. On 2/9/5& ZINN was ‘again observed 1eav1ng his , :
‘apartment building. He was discreetly surveilled: from the immediate nei od - bo:

rand_nnntajZed on- Avenue "D¥, near East Sth Street New vork City, by SAS nxi 7b7¢

. . ‘The agents greeted ZINN and he indicated that he remembered the o f%jb ‘
agents from the previous interView.‘ He was courteous- in his greeting and. made"

~ .’no attempt to avoid the interview. The .agents ‘inquired .of him if he had ghven

n thought to. the ‘topics discussed during the initial: interView. “ZINN advised

. 'that-he had conSidered the. preVious interView, but- that he 'had nothing to .add R
2. or subtract from his statements.: It was’ again pOinted out to the subjeét that . s
- he 'was not being contacted for the . purpose of having him incriminate himself,.Ar i
- or 4o intimidate him, but thatthe. agents were giving him an opportunity to

further. discuss his former activity with certain subversive: ‘organizations. He
was-again asked" concerning his CP membership, pointing out that during - the
‘initial interview he had denied that either’ he or his wife were members. of the = .
CP. - ZINN heSitataiandreplied that. if he’ had; been aSSQCiated with a. subverSive o
' organization, thdt he would now have’ terminated ‘this association. Concerning
| the information that he was a delegate 10 the New York State CP Convention ‘in: .
| July, 1948, ZINN ‘again- advised that he could not* recall having attended the State R
Convention;” He also stated that he- could not- recall having attended-the 1947 ¥
Conference of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee as’ a representative of E
Jthe American Veterans Committee._,.' : :

A

fﬁ'“' ZINN again stated that he did not believe in the prinCiple of force :
and violence and knew- of no one who-did. advocate this principle. . He: stated
.hat he did not consider himself or any of his friends to.bea threat to the - -
security of this" country. He. stated that under no circumstances would- he

ﬁestifyvor furnish information concerning the political opinions of others._%‘~

GIO!!IIIIHBSTTHJYEH’
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After approximately ten minutes, ZINN indicated that he had a
previous appointment and commitment, and that he would be unable to continue
the interview. The interview was terminated with ZINN with him shaking hands
with both of the interviewing agents.

Additional pertinent statements made by ZINN have been set forth in
reren,

It is the opinion of the interviewing agents that during the second
interview ZINN was courteous, but reluctent. He has admitted during tke two
interviews association with certain CP fronts, but has refused to furnish
information concerning his CP membership, and has also refused to furnish
information concerning other persons active in the CP or in CP front organi-~
zations. During both interviews, ZINN would not volunteer information, and
the information obtained was the result of repeated pointed Questions. It
is believed that additional interviews with ZINN would not turn him from his
current attitude; therefore, he will not be reinterviewed under the ST program,
and this matter will be considered closed.

His name will be retained in the SI of the NYC.

E—
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ZINN is a student at Columb'i a Unlverélty Gradua:be School obtaining a Ph.D. Degree
in History. He resides at 890 E. 6th St., NYC. ZINN interviewed on 11/..6/53

and 2/9/5L., He denied CP membership and stated that he did not believe in the
principle of force and violence and would defernd the U.S. in the event of a war
with the Soviet Union. He admitted past association with the ALP, American Peace
Mobilization, American Veterans Committee, IWO, and ®Peekskill Disorders.! De-

scription set forthe. P 2 /"%c w5t 7 / T / AP
&y LD, T T L e
- ) -0~ "DHE'['\.\IJ/ /)///2//4» 1/
SEE R ‘_27'7 ?::: ron y /j»;é z G, Joss 7
DETATLS: cor G/ Z Ey /?3 "/—/éﬂ—/
BACKGROUND i be
i i S :
Education and Employment - e
On November .6, 1953 and February 9, 195L, during interviews with the
subject by the writer and SA | | ZINN advised that he was currently
a student at Columbia Universiby Graduate School studying towards a Ph.D. Degree
in History. He also advised that he is self-employed doing some free-lance Qj\ [ "

writing. ;
: s i SO ] A
Records of the Registrar!s Office, Columbia Umversity, New Y—;;'@Glt ,
made available to SAITmrLby Miss M. SCULLY, Assistant to the Registrar,
on February 15, 1954, disclos 3t HOWARD ZINN has enrolled for the Spring
Semester of 1954, doing research work working toward a Ph.D. Degree in Historye
The registrar's records further indicated that ZINN has been .nrolled in the
Graduate .School atifolumbia University since July, 1951, and thet he obtained
his Master's Degree/cn June 5, 1952,
]
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Residence

On February 9, 195k, information obtained from Informant T-l, of
known reliability, verified that HOWARD ZINN resides with his wife and two
children at 890 East 6th Street, New York City, Apartment 5G.

AFFILTATTION WITH COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

Association with Communist Party Front

Information obtained on June 12, 1953, from T-2, of known reliability,
indicated that HOWARD ZINN was associated with the "Committee of One Thousand.!

The "Guide to Subversive Crganizations and Publications," prepared
and released by the Committee on Un-American Activities, U. S. House of Repre-
sentatives, Washington, D. C., May 1k, 1951, contains the following concerning
the Committee of One Thousand:

nj tCommunist created and controlled front organization! which was
tereated to raise funds for the defense of the 19 unfriendly witnesses before
the Congressional Commitiee on Un—American Activities! investigation of
Communist activity in Hollywood, 10 of whom were indicted for contempt of
Congress. (California Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, 19L8,
pp. 3k and 35.®

Miscellaneous Ly

,l (,," b6
. On February 22, 1952, Mrs. MATTHEW GRELL, 890 East 6th Street, b7cC
neighbor of the subject, Mﬂsmthat she considered
HOFARD ZINN and Mrs. JULIUS-SC 5 O th Street, to be either

Communists or Communist sympathizers. Mrs. GRELL stated that she had observed
copies of the #Daily Worker® in Mrs. SCHEIMAN'S apartment and noted that

Mrs. SCHEIMAN was a good friend of HOWARD ZINN. Mrs. GRELL was unable to
furnish any additional information pertinent to either Mrs. SCHEIMAN or

HCWARD ZINK.

The "Daily Workert? is an East Coast Commumnist daily newspaper.
INTERVIEWS WITH HOWARD ZINN
On November 6 and February 9, 1954, HOWARD ZINN was interviewed
by the writer and SA During the interview on November 6, 1953,
ZINK announced that DS 86Tivities 1n the past had opened him to charges that i?zc

he was associated with the Commnist Party as a member; however, he stated
that he was not.a Communist Party member. ZINN stated that he was a liperal
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and that perhaps some people would consider him to be a #leftist.® ZINN
stated that he had participated in the activities of various organizations
which might be considered Communist fronts, but that his participation was
motivated by his belief that in this couniry beople had the right to believe,
think and act according to their own ideals. He stated, however, that the
individual's rights should not be extended to violate the rights of others.
He further stated that he did not believe in the doctrine of force and
violence and that individuals or organizations do not have the right %o
advocate or teach the overthrow of the govermment of the United States by
force and violence. ZINN stated that if he had knowledge of persons who
advocated this principle he would advise the FBL. He said that none of his
associates, to his kmowledge, advocate the use of force and violence. ZINN
also stated that he would advise the FBI if he observed persons committing
acts of sabotage or espionage against the government. He advised that he
would defend this country in the event of war against any enemy, including
the Soviet Union.

According to ZINN, he was not ashamed of his past activities and
did not believe that he tonstituted a threat to the security of this country
or cur government. He acknowledged that perhaps some of the members of the
associations with which he had been associated might be CP members, but he
was also certain that not all of the members of these organizations were CP
members.

ZINN admitted that he was associated with the American Veterans
Committee in 1946 and 1947, and that he had served in 1948 as Vice Chairman
of the Kings Ctunty Committee of the fmerican Veterans Committee. He also
stated that he was a member of the Steering Commitbee of the "Veterans
Comittee Against the Mundt-Nixon Bill® in 1948, He stated that he was
associated with the latter commitiee because he believed the Mundi-Nixon
Bill was too restrictive and unusually harshe He advised that it was
possible that he had signed a petition or paper in 1948 indicating support
of Communist STMON W. GERSON who was petitioning to be seated in the council
seat vacated because of the death of PETER V. CACCHEONE. ZINN also advised
that he was employed by the American Labor Party in Brooklyn, New York,
during 1949. He defended this employment by stating he believed the ALF
was "truly a political party.® He also admitted that he was today associated
with the ALP.

ZINN also advised that he had attended the "Peekskill Disorders®
and had filed suit against the Sgate of New York as a result of the riots
which occurred at Peekskill, New York, after a concert by PAUL ROBESON. He
stated that he had attended the concert given by ROBESON at Peekskill, New
York, because he believed that in America 2 person had a right to perform
regardless of his political beliefs. ZINN also admitted that he was a member
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of the International Workers Order but stated that his interest in this
organization was entirely for the insurance benefits.

On February 9, 195h, ZINN was reinterviewed by the above-mentioned
agents. He again denied that he or his wife were members of the CP. He
further stated that if he had been associated with a subversive organization
he would now have terminated that association. He again stated that he could
not recall having attended the 1948 New York State CP Corvention as a delegate
from the Sixth Assembly District, Kings County. He also advised that he
could not recall having attended a meeting of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee
Committee as a representative of the American Veterans Commitbee.

ZINN recalled that he made a trip to Chicago, Illinois, about
1947 or 1948, and advised that it was possible that he could have made this
trip as a delegate to the American Peace Mobilization. He stated, however,
that he would not consider a person a threat to the security of the country
as a result of association with this organization, stating that it is some-~
times necessary for responsible persons to associate with organizations of
this typewdichhave a good purpose.

During the second interview, ZINN again advised that he realized
that his past activities had opened him to allegation concerning his loyalty.
However, he reiterated thathe was not a member of the CP and does not believe
in the doctrine of force and violence. He again stated that he would advise
the proper authority if he had knowledge of persons who were coumitting or
had the intention to commit an act of sabotage or espionage against the -
United States. He qQuestioned whether the CP was actually a threat to the ~,
security of the United States and whether the CP leaders were justly convicted. /(
noting the minority opinion of the Justices of the Supreme Court. ZINN con=
cluded the interview by stating that he would not under amy circumstances ;
testify or furpish information concerning the political opinions of others.

Tt will be noted, as set forth above, that HOWARD ZINN admitted

association with several Communist Party front organizations. These
organizations are documented below:

BMERTCAN ILABOR PARTY

The *Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications,™ prepared
‘and released by the Committee on Un-American Activities, U, S. House of
Representatives, Washington, D. C., May 1L, 1951, contains the following
concerning the American Labor Partys:

n], TFor years, the Communists have put forth the greatest efforts
to capture the entire American Labor Party throughout New York State. They

-l -
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succeeded in capturing the Manhattan and Brookiyn sections of the American
Labor Party but outside of New York C;ty they have been unable to win control.
(Special Committee on Un-fmerican Activities, Report, March 29, 194k, p. 78.%

12, Among 'organizations that are victims of Commnist domination.!
(California Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, 1948, ppe LO and hi.®

On October 18, 1950, T-3, of known reliability, advised that
without question, the dominant force in the American Iabor Party is the
Communist Party. The informant said that every CP member, with the exception
of a few labor leaders, enrolled in the American ILabor Party. T-3 noted thab
it is regarded as a political obligation by each and every CP member that he
enroll and vote ALP. "

AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION

The American Peace Mobilization has been designated by the Attorney
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

AVERTCAN VETERANS COMMITTEE

Informant T-lj, who has furnished reliable information in the past,
advised on November L, 1946 that the Steering Committee of the Metropolitan
Area Council of the American Veterans Committee, which is composed of all
the chapters located in the New York area, had been captured by ‘the Communists.

The “New York Sun® for Jamary 18, 1947, contained a story to the
effect that the American Veterans Committee does not consider its.Communist
problem nation-wide, but that it edmitted that the New York area Chapter was
"Red Ridden.®

INTERNATTONAL WORKERS ORDER (IWO)

The International Workers Order has been designated by the Attorney
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

"Peekskill Disorders®

Informent T-5, of known reliability, advised that the "Peekskill
Disorders® of August 27, and September 9, 1949, in the vicinity of Peekskill,
New York, were the outgrowth of & concerisgiven by singer PAUL ROBESON. The
informant stated that the cemcerts were held under the auspices of the Harlem
Division of the Civil Rights Congress.
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) It will be noted that the Civil Rights Congress is an organization
designated by the Attorney General of the United Siates pursuant to Executive
Order lehSOo

It will also be noted that ZINN denied CP membership and having
attended the New York State Convention of the Communist Party as a delegate
of the Sixth Assembly District, Kings County, New Yorke.

Informant T-6, of known reliability, advised about May 3, 19L8
that HOWARD ZINN of 926 ILafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, had indicated
that he was a member of the CP and that he attended party meetings five nights
a week in Brooklyn, New Yorke

Informant T-7, of known reliahility, made available information on
July 15, 1948, which indicated that HOWNIE ZINN was a Fraternal Delegate from
the Sixth Assembly District, Kings County CP, to the New York State Convention
of the CP. :

ZINN also advised that he could not recall having atiended a
conference of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee as a representative
of the Awmerican Veteran$ Committee.

Records of the New York City Police Department, Bureau of Special
Services and Investigation, reviewed about March, 1949, indicated that HOWARD
ZINN of the Kings County Committee, American Veterans Commitbee, advised an
employee of the JAFRC on February 11, 1947 that the American Veterans Committee
was sending as one of the delegates to the conference of the JAFRC to be held
February 16, 1947, HOWARD ZINN, 926 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York.

Tt is noted that the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee has been

designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive
Order 19450.

The following physical description of HOWARD ZFNN was obtained
through personal observation of the subject by SAj |and the

write the New York State Motor Vehicle Bureau reviewed 1o
by S&E b7C

Name HOWARD ZINN

Alias HOWIE ZINN

Sex Male

Race White

Date of Birth 8/2h /22

Residence 890 East 6th Street, Apte 5G,

New York City
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Height 61on . 613w
Weight 16D to 170
Build Tall; slender
Hair Dark Brown
Eyes Brown
Complexion Sallow
Occupation Student, Columbia University
Graduate School; free~lznce
) writer .. > —
Marital status - Married - wife, ROSLYN-ZINN _
Children - , :ﬁ §
=L4s - b7C
- 0 -
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TINFCRUANTS

Identity of Date of Activity Date Agent to File No.

Source and/or Description Received Whom Where
of Information Furnished Located

T-1 Residence of subject. 2/9/5k ﬁF Instant e

Physical report :b e

surveillance '

of subject,

2/9/54

T2

Anonynous

Te3 Docunentation of ALP

Tl Documentation of American Veterans Committee

b2
bH7D

Twb Documentation of “Peekskill Disorderst

T ZINN admitted About Not known 100~90692-1
CP membership 5/3/18

Tua? HOWIE ZINN 7/15/48 SA J. A. 100-26603-1A
Fraternal Delegate HARRENGTON 14183

REFERENCE:

from Kings County
CP, 6th AD, to NY
State Convention of CP

New York letter to Bureauw, 11/25/53.
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Office Memomndum

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO  : Director, FBI (100-360217) | DATE: 12/23/53
Y | -
" FROM : . gAC New York (100-90892) . Eﬁﬁifﬁg@ﬁi&&fﬂﬁﬁcﬁﬁT=ih
' LASSIEIED A /1S 6P
\ ; mnmmxsme rbe m(;‘ /L‘"]
" SUBJECT:  HOWARD ZINN, wa | g ) aId 41, A
SM=C - 5
. . . . ) — S‘
beo | “

It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the
above—captioned individual.

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be
.changed as follows: (Specify change only)

NAME
ALIASES _
NATIVE BORN N ATURALIZED . ALIEN
- COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify)

TAB FOR DETCOM ~ TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX

DATE OF BIRTH __ - PLACE OF BIRTH -

BUSINESSJADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address)
\*" Columbia Universit;f (§tudent), MC r&%

Free Lance VWriter 4

% KEY FACILITY DATA: :
\ _ GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER HFfPONSIBILITY
/

s
INTERESTED AGENCIES /( AL
RESIDENCE ADDRESS | A M @)‘)/ = ___
| T W] fEEeiAI

AT arCORDED

WLE:MXY

Km@%fi 454
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Memgfamd%m * UNITED STATES GQVERNMENT

Conic& AL
] ;r)o : Dirsctor, FBI (100-360217) DATE: 7/29/55 ‘
'gﬁa e e D +
/ *{F i SAC, New York (100-~90892) Lpciuccrrrcarron auTHORIT? DERTVED FROM:
SR fa FEI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
SUBJECT: HOWARD vZINN, wa. DATE 08-16-2010 ‘

Howle" Zina ‘ TR

{ e A P~ o A——————

REFERENCE

3 SAC letter #55-30, L/12/55. BAHBELLEB

SUCCINCT RE
INCT RESUME OF CASE AUG 9 1955

‘ Records of BSSI, NYCPD reflect HOWARD ZILNN, 1023

« Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, was a delegate to the

s American Peace Mobilization in Chicago, Illinois, representing

' theRidgewood Peace Council. They further reflect subject and

twenty four members of the Americen Veterans Committee assisted

v~ in gicketing butcher shops on DeKalb Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. on

/U6. Records also reflect HOWARD ZINN, Président of
Williamsburg Veterans Committee, sgoke at mass meeting on 3/10/46,

~and at clty council hearing in 1948. /. i)

—

b2
who has furnished reliable informm tion in the b7D
past, advised on 11/21/l7 that the name of HOWARD ZINN, 926
Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York appeared on a list of address-
ograph stencils at Communist Party Hesdquarters, 35 East 12th
Street, NYC.

. 3

The 6/li/18 issue of the "Daily Worker", reflects that

HOWARD ZINN was a member of the steering committee of the "Veterans
Committee Against theMundt-Nixon Bill"™. ZINN was among the group
of the National Veterans Caravan to Washington, D. C. on the
anniversary of D-Day, 6/6/18. (L!)

b2
(WFO), who has furnished reliable informetion in the b7D
past, advised on 3/27/48 that HOWARD ZINN told him of his coming
to Washington, D. C. on 3/25/48 and helped picket the White House
on 3/26/48 in connection with the pricketing sponsored by the Americen
Committee to protect the Jewish State and the United Netions. ZINN -
indicated that he wes a member of the Communist Perty and that he |
attended Party meetings five nights a week in Brooklyn.(;zf)(bt) /

DORIS ZINN, 926 Lafayette Avenue, Rrooklyn, who is the
subject's sister, contacted under pretext in early 1949, advised
that subject was employed at that time at the American Labor

Party Headquerters, Brooklyn, New York. //,() / ST ?
RM O ezt > RECORDED - 14
sl . (7
L, WIR:VLG | @y |
e N 777 (e T ”f"%?’m}w’/&?‘“-
CEuer o "/-&ng‘;;ffj = T ‘ DA LTS 7 NS

Dztz of Cood

Lshala Llldnoee CONMDENTIAL




"Letter to Director,PFBT
NY, 100-90892

who has furnished reliable inform tion in the
past, advised on 7/14/Ii8 that HOWIE ZINN was believed to bs
one of a group of individuals selected from the 6th A.D.,
Kings County Communist Farty as a fraternal delegate to the
New York State Convention of the Cormunist Party. i) b2

bL7D

who has furnished reliable inform tion 1in the
past, advised on lj/5/50 that HOWARD ZINN, 890 East 6th Street,
NYC, was on the 1947-49 mailing 1ist of the Workers Book

Shop, 50 East 13th Street, Manhattan, New York. /

t
| who has furnished rd iable information in

the past, made avallable on 6/12/53 information from material
contained in ABE GOLDSTEIN's apartment 10E, 226 East 12th
Street, NYC, indicating the name HOWARD ZINN was on a 1list
sntitled "Comm. of 1000"., GOLDSTEIN is regarded as & part of
the HENRY FARASH apparatus of the CP underground.,ﬁig v

[

on 11/6/53 and 2/9/5),, HOWARD ZINN was interviewed by
agents of the New York Office and stated he was not s
Communist Party member. He further stated that he did not
believe in the doctrine of force and violence and that in-
dividuals or organizations do not have the right to sdvocate
or teach the overthrow of the government of the United States
by force and violence., ZINN admitted that he was associated
with the Am rican Veterans Committee in 1946 and 1947, end
that he had served in 1948 as vice chairman of the Kings County
Committee of the American Veterans Committee. He also stated
that he was a member of the steering committee of the "Veterans
Committee Against the Mundt-Nixon Bill" in 1948. He advised
that 1t was possible that he had signed a petition or paper
in 1948 indicating support of Communist SIMON W. GERSON who was
petitlioning to be seated in the council seat vacated because
of the death of PETFER V, CACCHIONE., ZINN also advised that he
was employed by the Amerlican Labor Party in Brooklyn, N. Y.
during 1949 and was associated with the ALP today. ZINN advised
further that he had attended the "Peekskill Disorders" and filed
sult against the State of New York as a result of the riots
which occurred at Peekskill, N.Y., after a concert by PAUL ROBESON.




Letter to Director,FBI
NY, 100-90892

ZINN also admitted thet he was a member of the International
Workers Order but stated that his interest in this organize-

tion was entirely for the insurance benefit. ZINN recslled

that he made a trip to Chicago, Illinoils, about 1947 or 1948,

and advised that 1t was possible that he could have made this trip as
@ delegate to the American Peace Mobilization. He questioned
whether the Communist Party was actually a threat to the security
of the United States and whether the Communist Party leaders were
Justly convicted. ZINN concluded the interview by stating that
he would not under any circumstances testify or furnish informa-~
tion concerning the political opinions of others.

RECOMMENDATEON L .- - e

It is recommended this subject be removed from the SI.
He does not qualify for retention under the critéria outlined
in SAC letter 55-30, 4/12/55.

DETCOM TABBING

1. BSubject not presently tebbed for Detcom.
2. Not applicable.

3. Subject not recommended for Detcom tabbing as he does
not meet requirements of SAC letter 55-12 (A), 2/10/55,

%
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| Oﬁ‘ice Memomndum  UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

L

) /za/ :  DIRECTOR, FBI (100~360217) DATE: 6/2/55
oM :  $§AD, NEW YORK (100-90892) @;?Wfljv”ﬁg&m
/) A an b G e AL NE? N2 6¢|
| SUBJECT: HOWARLF ZINN, ws. 126590 L )
- Garg Urp “
b-20-STAq,

It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the
above-captioned individual. °

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be
changed as follows: (Specify change only)

NAME

ALTASES

NATIVE BORN N ATURALIZED ALIEN__
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE .
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify)

TAB FOR DETCOM__. TAB FOR COMSAB RACE____ SEX .

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH

\/éUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address)
Teacher-Lecturer, Upsula College, 3.5 Prospect Street, Bast Orange, N.J.

also Working. for PhD in History, Columbia University Graduate School,
NYC

KEY FACILITY DATA:
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY

- INTERESTED AGENCIES

i NOT RECORDED
/
\ ’\7) 11 JUN_ 3 1955 .«

RESIDENCE ADDRESS

2

— - {" "i’%
BT U 24195, A o

LN T

B

k JIG KM
A _




i

-~
-

TO : Director, FBI (100-~360217) DATE: 5/13/55
i MaAs. ~y
A Nhemon :  SAC, New York (100-90892) gnz‘é:’zmo A ST
“@g ‘ ?-&maf’
0]
SUBJECT: HOWARD ZINN, wa 90t 590

- ; FD-122
STANDARD FORM NO. 64 . ‘ (5-11"53 )

O]j‘ice Memomndum » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

SM-C Card U.T.D.
20 1355

v

It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the
above-captioned individual.

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be
changed as follows: (Specify change only)

NAME
ALTASES _
NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN
COMMUNIST SOCTALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify)

TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of\/emp]agying concern and address)

Unknown
KEY FACILITY DATA:
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY
INTERESTED AGENGIES -
Lo, - 3402;7- ‘\
J6 MAY .. 1855
II )

),’,

B MAY 24 1955

- -
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STANDARD FORM No. 64

Oﬁice M@ﬁé’dﬂdﬂm « UNITED STf!ES GOVERNMENT

7o . Director, FBI (100-360217) DATE:  8/10/55

i\ ) SAC,’ New York ATTENTION: IDENTIFICATION
\ ?5% ‘ (100-90892) DIVISION
v O -

SUBJECT:  HOWARD ZINN, wa
S¥-C

4

o

Re New York letter to Bureau dated 7/29/55.

By above relet, Bureau authorized cancelling the
Security Index cards formerly maintained for this subject at
% New York. :

It is therefore requested that the Security Flash
formerly placed for this subject in favor of the New York Office
: under FBI No. 615 875 B _ now be cancelled. '
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 . (3 4- 52 )

Oﬁbe ~Memomndz;m e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO  : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-360217) DATE:  2/11/57
F : 2 -
WM SAC, NEW YORK (100-90892) ALL INFORMATION oonveATIID
HERFIN IS DNCLASSIFIED
SUBJECT:  HOWARD ZINN, wa. wn_mﬁag,_gy (o3 mlﬁs Ep| bon

1y SM - C 30¢ 530 —

The captioned individusl has been the subject of a security investi=

gation by this office. The _ _Atlanta Division has verified the perma~-
nent presence of the subject in its division as residing and working at the
addresses listed below., The Atlanta Division is being considered
the new office of origin. <

Residence Address: lli Fourth Avenue, S.E,

Atlanta, Ga,.

Business Address: _ Spelman College

Atlanta, Ga, ' ' M /

Ay

N o 3/ =%
Check the following applicable statements: . D"l Qacl‘l
!
X This individual has been the subject of a Communist Index Card. ]
—_— This individual is the subject of a Security Index Card, ) |

(The Bureau is requested to make the appropriate changes in the

Security Index at the Seat of Govermment., The

Division should affix the addresses reflected above and the

appropriate case file number.)

This subject was tabbed for Detcom,

This subject was tabbed for Comsab.

This subject was carried as a Key Figure or Top Functionary.

Handwriting specimens have been furnished to the Bureau, ‘
b

T
O
NRRRY

A photograph has been furnished to the Bureau.
& security flash notice has been placed with the Identification Division,
The £ following pertinent items are being forwarded to the new office of orlgin

with its copies of this letter: 21 // )
: S A - y
- Security Index Cards RECORDED - 31 ) T T ‘
Serials (specify) Q' J
Rep of S4 -gl 3/9/LL9, N.Y, = AT L)
Rep of S& /21/50, N Y. N Ey
Rep of 2/2l/5h, X PN R A A
(cancel ﬂ;{ﬁt dated 7/29/55) ‘ B\
Report follows. ég?ﬂ- B b
ce: Atlanta DlVlSiOn (EIJ.C) (100-56L!-3) -

BGFER 10 0570 ﬁ/ﬁ’f y




Bap‘ort Form
FB5-263 (5-12-55)

5

-

% .
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG®™:/ION
REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
NEW YORK) ATLANTA 3/29/57 1/16-18,213;3/18,19/57
TITLE OF CAs]é_ / REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY
HOWARD ZINN, wa EDWARD P, GRIGALUS mln

O

ry
kd
i)

CHARACTER OF CASE
SECURITY MATTER ~ C

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
FEI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUILE
DATE 0&6-16-2Z010

SYNOPSIS:

HOWARD ZINN resides I} Fourth
Avenue S.E., and is a full time
instructor at Spelman College,
both in Atlanta, Georgla. Subject

reported

Petition

1953.

(DALY

1950-1951 and belleved to he.a
CP_member as of October, 1956:
signed a CP Independent Nominating

City Elections and subscribed ot
to the "National Guardian” in /=gt ,Q*iz”;} C )

as a CP member about

for the 1949 New York VAT

o~ b
Az Mvﬂ‘ C’LA\L (2 bY |

y 2

ce 10:d.é. (2
REQ. REC'D. 7.2

Jine 1965

5/ - RUC - w0 oS ZALEL )

/ »
/2 2 fZ,zM’b REQ. REC'D L=t =25 v
Toeges ’  C g, JANE

/49,51;/ N

v e,

) A . o
Bk Q‘a\/ s o LA E e
7V

|y BT
PEQ. RECD et 1 s | 7,('?/?'ﬂ io/ L WAR <4 :
DATE FoRWL W L\;% { vl I) £ ANS. <% la/0) .
HOW FORV. BY: L ﬂ.fz‘
B W s =t 28 C

ArTROVER % {L?(/ SPFB?E\&A%%ENQ.' % f"l_ ':)“ DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW ‘
cories mape: U d—g{ TR = - — \
It} = Bureau (%00-36812;1 )((m;a) i _l:;;;»g\/«’,x -l }?/ /- / N RECORDED-93
3 - Atlanta (100-5643)(RM) ..* "ot o= -
I - New Yorie (10090892) RN il ise . EX-117
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NY 100-90892

DETATL®
I .BACKGROUND

Residence

A pretext telephone call conducted by a Special
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation on Januvary 15,
1957, made to an individual at Spelman College, Atlanta,
Georglia, revealed that HOWARD ZINN resides at &4 Fourth
Avenue S.E., Atlanta, Georgla.

Former Residences

The Identificatlion Record for HOWARD ZINN,
FBI #615 875 B, revealed the following addresses:

1935-1937 249 Vernon Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
1937~1939 817 Park Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
1939-1940 549 Bushwick Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
1940~ 1023 LaFayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York

Employment

A pretext telephone call donducted by a Speclal
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investlgation on January 15,
1957, made to an individual at Spelman College, Atlanta,
Georgla, revealed that HOWARD ZINN 1s a full time instructor
at Spelman.College.

Former Employment

Mrs. SALLIE TOWNSEND, Secretary to Registrar, Do
st Orange, New Jersey, advised SA '
on May 19, 1955, that subJect was a
Teacher-Lecturer at Upsula College, 345 Prospect Street,

East Orange, New Jersey, at that time,

Education

BEVERLY FORSTER, Reglstrar!g Offiece. Oolnmbia
University, New York City, advised SA )
on April 27, 1955, that their records reflect, as or
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September 1954, that the subject resided at 890 East
Sixth Street and was born on August 24, 1922, at New
York City. The records veflected that he received his
Bachelor of Arts degree at New York University in 1951
and as of April 1955 he was working for a Doctor of
Philosophy degree at Columbla Graduate School in History.
He recésfved his Master of Arts degree at Columbla
University on June 5, 1952,

Identification Record

The followlng is the Identification Record
for HOWARD ZINN, FBI #615 875 B:

Contributor of Name and Aprested or ]
Fingerprints Number Recelved Charge Disposition
CS Comm Wash DC Howard Zinn FP Position: apprentice
Residence: 9/16 /40 shipfitter Navy
1023 LaFayette NY NY Navy Yard NY
Ave (ecity &

st not glven)
Birth: 8-24-22
Army Howard Zinmn  5-26-43
#32061183 NYC NY
Subjectts army serial number is A0 788515
Rank: Private

The fingerprint files for this individual does
not include a photograph

The fingerprint classification:

20 L 16 U 000
I 8 W MMI

II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

Communist Party Membership
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T-2, who has furnished reliable information in
the past, adviselon August 19, 1953, that in August,
1953, HOWARD ZINN, 890 East Sixth Street, New York City
9, New York, subscribed to the "National Guardian.”

IIT. MISCELLANEOUS

Confidentlal informants,who are familiar with
the various phases of CP activities in the New York City
area,were contacted in Januvary, 1957, and after being ezxhibited
a photograph of the subject, they were unable to furnish
any information regarding him.




AN

NY 100—§0892

T-1l, who has admitted his Communist Party
(CP) membership from about 1948 to 1951 in the Manhatban-
Brooklyn, New York, area, advised on October L, 1956,
that HOWARD ZINN was a CP member about 1950-1951 and is

g4

believed to be a member currently due to_the. past lmowledge
The source had of "him, Informant advised he could not
SubsStantiate_ curkent _membership on the part of ZINN. T-1
also made available a photograph of ZINN taken in about
1951 _which showed hiinstructing a class in Basic Marxism

at the Twelfth AssemBIy DIstPIct,; (P Headquarters, “
Breoklyn,~New York. : o '

Evidence of CP S athies

The records of the New York City Police

De ewed by SA AUGUST J. MICEK and SE
on November 9, 1949, revealed that
OWARD ZINN, 369 Vernon Avenue, Brooklyn, New York,

.Kings County, witnessed a CP Independent Nominating

Petition, pages 1564 and 1565, for BENJAMIN J. DAVIS

for the office of City Councilman, Twenty-first Senatorial
District, Borough of Manhattan, for the November, 1949
elections in the City of New York.

Mr, THOMAS E, WAGGAMAN, Marshal of the
Supreme Court of the United States, made available
around October 1950 correspondence addressed to the
Supyreme Court urging that the Court review the case
of "The Trial of the Eleven."”

One ‘of these pleces of correspondence
was a letter post marked August 18, 1950 and dated
August 15, 1950, which was addressed to the United
States Supreme Court, Washington, D.C. The letter
stated,"I respectfully urge you to fulfil the traditional
rule of the Court as the watchdog of the Bill of Rights,
by revoking the Court of Appeals decision of the 11
Communlst Leaders.

"Free speech is the cornerstone of a
free America and it cannot be preserved unless the Smith
Act 1s declared unconstitutional.

"Howard Zinn"

-4 -
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| -APPENDIX -
" NATIONAL GUARDIAN"; ‘
WEEKLY GUARDIAN ASSOCTATES, INCORPORATED

The 1949 report of the California Committee on
Un~American Activities cited the "National Guardian" as a

publicatlon, launched in New York in 1948 aiming at
national circulation, which it found to be from its
inception notoriously Stalinist in its staff, writers,
management and content, (1949 report of the California
Senate Fact Finding Commitbtee on Un-~American Activitiles,
page 394,)

The masthead of the "National Guardian," issue
of May 14, 1956, reflects that it is published weekly by
Weekly Guardian Assoclates, Incorporated, 197 East 4th
Street, New York City.

~RUC~
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INFORMANTS
Date of Activity Agent to  File Numbe

Identity or Deseription Date Whom Where b2

of Source of Information  Received Furnished Located bo
. b7C

-7 b7D

PS

TeD - LA

Cagpeful consideration has beengven to each
source concealed and T symbols have been utillized in the
report only in those instances where the identities of
the sources must be concealed.

I Informants contacted wilth negative results:
INFORMANT DATE CONTACTED AGENT

1/16/57
1/16/57
1/16/57 »

1/17/57 b6 -
1/18/57 i

1/18/57 I
T 55 e or o

PS was not
recontacted in accordance with _Bureau Instruculons
Bulet dated 11/30/56).

ADMINISTRATIVE

The pretext call on 1/15/57, was conducted by SA ﬁ?c

p

(credit inquiry).

The Atlanta Office 18 office of ori%in in the case
of subject's wife, ROSLYN ZINN, (Atlanta 100-5 by, NY 100-102374).

RERERENCE
FD 128, dated 2/11/57.

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
7=
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STANDARD FORM NO: 64

.O]j’ice Mem%zmdﬂm « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

o Director, FBI (100-360217) paTE:  3/29/57
W: SAC, Atlanta (100-5643)
—— HOWARD ZINN, Wa.

SM - C

Pursuant to instructions of Inspector A, T. HEALY
as contained in Atlanta Inspection Report 3/18/57,
this case is being closed.

1)

2- Bureau (100-360217)
1- Atlanta (100-5643)

CTH:mel

(3)
AL TITOR TGTON CONTATILD
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eport Form ~ : ML
D-263 (5-12-55) - .

FEDERAL BUREAD OF INVESTIGATION

b6
REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD b7 C
NEW YORK ATLANTA 6/27/57 6/5-T7,10-14,18/57
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY
! | | kid
HOWARD ZINN, wa CHARACTER OF CASE

SECURITY MATTER - C

SYNOPSIS:

ALY ZZ{Q%&%’Gig
‘ REQ. REC'DL- 2225

T-1 advised on 6/12/57 that subject was a JAN I
member of the CP from at least 1949 to | ANS.

about the middle of 1953 in NYC and had ﬂp% ) (g IR,
attended CP Section meetings during that | FBYil. =t/ D
period, It was informant's impression that
subject held a position in the CP Section,
but informant was not able to be specific

& as to subjectis position, Informant in 1956
@‘ . furnished a photograph taken by informant
L, showing subject instructing a class in basic
& 8§ Marxism in 1951, Subject Chairman of AVC
2 Chapter 1946 and in 1948 marched in May Day
Parade, . /
Aozt oy Se L) of
REQ, PEC’ ; ; - RUC =~ A
DATE FC"?J VE N Q@?’g
HOW RS, < SADEY )
B Ao of Lo, e S\ «{7!
APPROVED - (}{// W:A;%ENT o Rl'ré;m sp\c-.:hjs BELOW
COPIES MADE} T
— JRITNS coae /4/,,
_4.<" Bureau (100-.360217) (rM) SN P A On
T3 - Atlanta (100-5643) L e sttt Gy |
1 - New York (100—90892 — , e )
- . ny Ny 3 13 JUN 281957 o, T—
; QC«}., ‘.,.‘ - .:’~"/’é. ' 4 j ./¢
COPIES DEsmom - F\m-""“*c‘a“’“ 655 HiEE e
261 sep13ised | X e <« .
\ﬁ - m\!g /{’/ﬂ/ J 4 S ‘
e 5
AGENCY fi" e . ,‘ d t::‘% {

REQ. REC'D __
o ro 77 - ~~—-*-w

Y

HOW FORW. G- &
BY hz._fl

) ".’7/;:1)1' b’f/ 4"“7/0;.7!‘(@
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NY 100-90892

DETAILS: I. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST
MOVEMENT

On June 12, 1957, T-l, who has admitted Communist
Party (CP) membership from about 1948 to about the middle of
1953 in the Manhattan-Brooklyn area, New York City, furnished
the following information regarding HOWARD ZINN:

Informant was transfeprred to the Williamsburgh
Section of the CP in Brooklyn in about 1949, At that time,
HOWARD ZINN was already a member of that seetion. Informant
stated it was his impression that ZINN was not a new member, but
had been in the CP for some time,

Informant stated it was alse his impression that
ZINN had at one time been a member of the Labor Youth League
(LY¥L). Informant stated he had no proof of LYL membership
on the subjectts part and this information was merely his
impression. '

The LYL has been designated by the Attorney General
ofuthe United States pursuant to Executive Order
10450,

Informant stated he was a member of the CP until
about the summer of 1953, During this time, he was not a
member of the same branch of the CP as the subject, but was a
member of the same section. Informant stated he attended
numerous section meetings with the subject between about
1949 and about the summer of 1953, Informant stated these
section meetings would be held approximately once every two
weeks, Informant stated he would not be able to be specific
as to the dates of any of these meetings, but such meetings
were held fairly regularly, They were held either at the
section headquarters or at the home of one of the members.

Informant recalled that some meetings were held
at the subject's home and at the home of one GEORGE KIRSHNER
on Lafayette Street in Brooklyn, but he was unable to recall
the location of any other meetings.
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As to subject'!s attendance at these section meetings
during this period, informant stated subject may have missed
some of these meetings, but as a general rule subject was
present,

Informant stated he was brought up on charges of
"white chauvinism" by the CP in about the summer of 1952,
The meeting at which these charges were brought up was at the
home of GEORGE KIRSHNER on Lafayette Street in Brooklyn and
subjeet was in atterdance,

Informant stated hls own attendance at CP Section
meetlings was curballed after this incident, but he conbtinued
to attend for about a year thereafter or until about the
summer of 1953, Informant stated subject was in attendance
as before and he knew subject to be a CP member until the
time informant ceased attending CP meetings,

Informant stated it was his recollection that
during this period from 1949-1953, subject held a position
in the section. Informant did not know what position subject
might have held, but subjeet appeared to be a person with
some authority within the sectinn,

Informant stated he was unable to furnish details
as to the wdiséanée of any of the above meetings,

On October 4, 1956, informant furnished a
photograph of ZINN taken in about 1951 whieh informant
identified as a photograph of ZINN instructing a class in
basie Marxism at the 12th A.D. CP Headquarters, Brooklyn,
New York, )

On June 12, 1957, informant advised that this class
was in conneetlon with one of the aforementioned section
meetings of the CP, Infermant stated he was present at this
meeting and took the photograph.

Informant stated he recalled the leeture given by
subject was on basie Marxism. Informant was unable to recall
the stdebhize of subject's lecture except that subjeet took

-3 =
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the position that the basic teachings of MARX and LENIN
were sound and should be adhered to by those present.

Other than that this class was during the latier
part of 1951, informant stated he was unable to be more
specific as to date, nor was he able to recall subject as
teaching any other class.

Concerning other actlivity on the subject's part
on behalf of the CP, informant stated subject would on
occasion be present at the section headgquarters in Brooklyn
on Sunday mornings in order to distribute "The Worker" or to
help organize attempts to obtain subscriptions to "The Worker"
and/or the "Daily Worker." Informant stated this was not
regular activity and he was unable to state how often
subject might have been present. Ind rmant explained that
this was rather informel activity and frequently some people
would show up only briefly and leave,

The "Daily Worker" i1s an East Coast Communist
dally newspaper, the Sunday edition of which is

"The Worker."

Informant stated he knew of no other CP activity
on subject's part nor was he able to enlarge upon or add to ‘
any of the above information,

II, MISCELLANEOUS

Records of the Mureau of Speclal Services, New
York Clty Police Department, as checked on June 7, 1957, by 1
SA AUGUST J, MICEK, reflect the following information:

HOWARD ZINN, 926 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New
York, was a member of the Army Enlisted Personnel who marched
in the May Day Parade in 1948,

HOWARD ZINN, 926 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, wWas
Chairman of Number 24 - Gung Ho Brooklyn Chapter of the
American Veterans Gommittee (AVG) in 1946.

"
Miss S, SMYTHE, Reglstrar's Office, New York be
¥niversit ngton Square College, New York City, advised wuic
Sa in 1950 that prior to 1949 the subject

had resided at 020 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York.

—u-
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Informants of the New York bivision, who have
furnished reliable information in the past and who are
famillar with varlous phases of CP activlity in the New York

area, were contacted, but advised subject was unknown to
then.
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APPENDIX
MAY DAY PARADE

JOHN LAUTNER, former CP member forover twenty
years, who at the time of his expulsion was Chailrman of the
New York State CP Revliew Commission, advised on April 30,
1951, that the annual May DPay Parade is a CP function and
1s sponsored by the United May Day Committee,

The United May Day Gommlttee has been designated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,




»

AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE

NY 100-90892

A Confidentlal Source, who has furnished reliable
information in the past, advised on November 4, 1946, that
the Steering Committee of the Metropolitan Area Council of
the Amerlcan Veterans Committee, which 1s composed of all
the chapters in the New York City area, has been dominated
by Communists.

- RUC -




NY 100-90892
INFORMANTS
Identity Date of Activity Agent %o File Number
of or Description whom where
Souraee of Information Furnished Iocated
T-1 Subjectts CP sAs| | Instant Report
actlivity | -
land b6
bicC
b7D

(RequesT)

Careful conslideration has been glven to the source
concealed and a T symbol was utilized in the report only in
that instance where the identity of the source must be
concealed. b2
The informent used in documenting the AVC is[ | 1o
| Whose ldentity was concealed at his b7D
request.

The confidential informants of the New York
Dividon who were contacted with negative results are:

Contacted 6/10/57 by sA[ |
|

b2

%ﬂ 6/11/57 by Sa| | ﬁgc
57D

Conifaeted 6/10/57 by SA[ |

w 6/7/57 by SA

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
-8 -
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INFORMANTS (CONT'D)

Contacted 6/10/57 by SA JOHN
F. HIGGINS,

ﬁknﬁuuﬁuxljhﬁivB7 by Sa[ ]
[an&agtad_ﬁLlQ%EY by SA b2
b6

b7C
Contaeted 6/10/57 by SA b7D

I_cpgm_\;gil6/6/57 by sl ]

Contacted 6/13/57.
Contacted 6/10/57.
Contacted 6/6/57.

Contacted 6/14/57.

ADMINISTRATIVE

The New York Office has no additional inf'ormation
regarding subject not previously furnlshed Atlanta.

Atlanta ls office of origin in the case of

subject!s wife, ROSLYN ZINN (Bufile 100-376498, Atlanta file
100-564%4, New York file 100-102374).

REFERENCE Report of SA EDWARD P, GRIGALUS, 3/29/57, New York.
Bureau letter to Atlanta, 5/14/57.

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D)
~9~
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TO

Director, FBL -(100-370498) DATE: g /30 /57
{100-360217)
FROM SAC, Atlanta {100.5@1,2;3
100-5643
SURJECT: pOSLYN ZINN
=0 Annm N I
o A SLTORT T CoTeATT j -
HOVARD ZINN i U |1
M= W‘ﬁ’gogbqfﬁ%sp/‘
%0 (5 ] .6 ‘))

Re Denver airbel to Atlanba 9/3/57, and Denver
letter to Atlanta, 9/23/57.

For the information ¢of the Bureau, the above
captlioned subjects have returned to the Atlanba,

Ga. arei, and are currently residing on Spelman
College Campus, Atlanba, wheve HOWARD 2INN is
employed ag an ingbructor in the Hisbory Depaviment.

Reports in the sbove mabtters willl be promptly
submibted.

J&w Rureay, 16(3“37@93; RM) )
2 - Atlantd 1oo~::>6144 .
6&3)
CER imel
(&)
7
] /o —_— !

i

NOT RECORDED
162 OCT 3 1957

Ty

- “
STANDARD FORM NO (-2 2

Oﬁice MEW”W/’%Z%M - UNITED sa‘ﬁs GOVERNMENT
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DIRICTOR, SBI €10a~3zﬁﬁ98§ T/28/57
100-360217
5AC, DEHVER (100-8061)
{(100~8062)
ROSLYN ZXiN
5k~ ¢
oD LT LT E |
S8 -G LA | Y| L W A I Wl (T 70 ) | S
M%.!J —qougud-b%) g 9)7 b6

b7cC
ne atlanbeg letier O wurcau /20757,

On T/30/57 Blss JHEAN 3NN S-MLING, Chancollor's Offics,

niverslty of Denvery Denver, Zulorado, advised 2
hat UO7AR0 ZINY 1ls presently attendiog a WW-seminary
-OLA& ohop ab the Unlveralty of wvenver,

~he stated LN is residing abt Apaviment 415, Lloncer
Hall {Uilversiby of Denver tesldence Hell} 2140 sonbh Hace
serect, Deaver, Wwith his wile and ftuwo chilaren, ages o aud L.
wupjech, on applicatioa Lor Universliy dousilag, advioed Do is
from speliman College, Mlanba, Oeorgia,

Mlps SEMLING advised the course in whbleh suvject is
carolled will be comploted on July 2o, 1957, hosovern, sunjoot
indicated o the Univeessliy of Ccaver housing Livlee tiat he
woule e stoyving at the resldeace ball all sduwoye = 0 «

4 W fureau §2~109«376a96§ i}

: F2100-3002L7 YAk
2 ~ Hew York {1 - 100-102374){Info.){3¥)
1~ LOQm=30usu 3 Taka, Y{RE)
4 « patlants {2 - 10@»56&3; Ri4

& = LoU~-50Ud ) (M
& =~ Denver 21 - 10@«$D§1}

i = 100-06002 ,
LR ymsa, -1

{(12)
NOT T~

178 JUL 27 1957

{
H
]

ORIGIIAL FILED IX
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-ﬁAND’AR)#ORM NO, 64 ‘ ’

. Oﬁice Memorandum - oNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 100-3764983 DATE:6/26/57
100-360217
FROM : SAG, ATLANTA 5100—5643;
100-5644
SUBJECT: ROSLYN ZINN oYY mow*ma'r %zm‘mm
SM - G RIS BLOLASTIRLR MW’&?\””)
© HOWARD <£THN Leri AN BY,
- SM - C 48 L4590 244

Re Bureau letter to Atlanta dated 5/14/57.

On 6/2L/57 Mr. J. D. MIMS, 49 - 4th Avenue, S.E.,
Atlanta, advised HOWARD ZINN and his wife ROSL¥N,

who formerly resided at 44 - 4th Avenue, had moved from
that address during the latter part of May 1957

'3 M IP"IS
stated they left Atlanta together and informed him p )
Mrs., %INN was "going back East but would return next '
fall,

MIMS advised they would not return to the
above address.

My, MIMS stated the family consisted of one boy
approximately age 7 and a girl approximately age 9, in

B
addition to ahove subjects. h
|U. S. Post Office, b6 o
\ Eastwood StTation, 2011 Boulevard Drive, S.E., advised bTC 5
N on 6/24/57 that HOWARD ZINN, L& - Lth Avenue, S.E., v
Atlanta, had le;c a forwarding address during the lawef
part of May 16

7, which was recorded 6/21/57, of
Spellman Collefe, Atlanta.

During the scholastie¢ year 1950-57, ZINN was .
employed as a full-time instrucvor at Spellman Cdlege,
which is a gchool predominately for Negro women.

-

\ch;m;m FIED I 407 ==

T

On 6/2L/57 a telephone call was made to Spellman
College by SA

V without identifying
self. Individual answering stated ZINN was attending
summer school at the University of Denver, Denver,

Colorado, and could be contacted by writing that
university c¢/o Pioneer Hall., The individual stated

ZINN was expected to return to Atlanta for the beglianing
of the school year 1957-58.

7

(_,D Bureau g}- 100-376498 g ; A 83“’;“‘% =

{2 - 100-360217,

N i_ 7‘ r, \/ {'/
L - Denver (RM)(Encls.-2) 193 guy 27 1‘915);31) )
~ 2 - New York (1 - 100- 10§3TL)L2(InL<§)ERM§
: 1 - 100-90892)(Info —
2 - Atlanta El -~ 100~ 5233 . T —
el 1 - 100-5
EP AU JUL P ? N
CPR 12 i
_L/m,JmA( ) e S > )‘J




AT 100-5643
100-5641

.- . Thé Denver.Office is requested to venfy subject
HOWARD ZINN's attendance at Denver University and
ascertain if subject!'s wife and ramily are prescently
residing with subject in the Denver area, e

It is noted subjects formerly resided in the New
York Clty area prior to residing Atlanta 1956 and in
the event ROSLYN ZINN is not residing in Denver with

her husband, she may be residing with some member of
her family in NYQ. -

Photos of subjects enclosed to Denver,
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La€y Atlania (160=5644) (160=5643) day 14, 1957

’

Dircotor, FOT (100-576298) {100-560217)

ROLLEST Lol
COCURBITY PATELR - O
NI I 58

o S CURITY IAFEER - ¢

Reurlet de=ilC=E7.recucsting auihority to interviesw o
Boslgyn Jinmn. ijj;

yew Vork letiter to your office 2=25-07 < v A
ﬁ infornation froi discontinued Panel -ource

Furnichcd o lQ=i=U6 to the effect that Roslun ainn
mETmoun to hii s o Cowsmnist Party (CP) nevber in the
6th ~scenlly divirict of Lrooiling Moty Torks in aboud 1001, -

Thic iaforsatioa jolle witiin 2xicting eriteria
+ Jor the inctitution of a coeurity ievoctigation under W
coction 872 of tie lanual of Inctructionc. You ars oS
Jurther reminded that prior to reguesting authority fro. Wy
the furcan to intervicu o security subject it ic nscassary { )
to sulnit o current investigative raport. %,

£ revicw of tke report of fpecial Agent Idward P. b6 N

Griyalus doted 3=£0-57 at ew ¥ork City in—Lhe cose nn b7c
iopard «inn rejicets that alie on 1L mil=m56 b7D

furnished information to the effect that Howard =inn .
I S T ClF member from 1950 to 1551 and was believed by pos
- 1 him to be a current wmeuler due to his past knrowledge of -
Howard sinn. He adnitted he could not sutstantiate this
current wenmbershiip on part of Zinn tui rade available
a photograph of Zinn taken in aktout 1951 whick was alleged
to uhow “inn inctructing a elese in lasic larxist at iz
22th cossrbly district, (7 hieadquarters, IrooXklyn, Jci2 YOrile

1

[t

]

3
v

i

L
LAYOIT A
[ 2 BIRN

f.
{’i i

S Although iy leiter of 1l-li«lC i Sl Yore (ffice
oz d to rake a0 juriicr ccntacts wibi b6
For thz purpose of developing b7C
Rim G5 6 pansl Sourvez, New York should now recontactﬁy_t_%g_l b7D
to obtain complete detaills concerning his knowledge o
CP rezbership and activities of the subjects. Full
particulars concerning the .anner in which the photogroph
B can identify Joward Zinn as giving G lecture of this nature
-~ |, together with_ the exact date, place, and circurstances
| surrounding this lecture should be oitained. 'i O D) %&%Z

TAY 2149500 vorn (100=102374) (106-3C89£) NIRRT
L - Burile 2 may 161957 D¢

NOTE: on page 2




fotter to Atlania
Re: Roslyn ..inn
Howard Jinn

100=376408
JUL=SC0ELT

The ew York Divicion should then instiiude e
additiorel inveutigation i effort to substonticie or dis= .

prove thz ellegations of nd cubiit the results of NG
cuch investigation Wi i recpact to eacn of @:ze captionsd
cubjects in reports suitaole For Qisceiningitici.

she Ctlente Jivipion I8 quihorized to conduct
a sceurity invsstigation of Jouward «inn in accordance
iih inctructions set yorih in section 870 of the Larunl
of Inctructions governing indivicualc holding ecodenic
positionc in an Sictitubion of learning.

Cirultancously, a current security investigation
ckould bz conlucted concerning Loslyn Jinne At tihe
conclusion of these investigations, you shiould subidt
your recorvendations with respect to interviewing Loth
cubjects and any recoriendations you night have concerning
the poccible incluston of their nanes in the weeurity
Indox.

that thiz tnstruction lo recontact with respect to :
gpecific inforration Furnisiied by 7 the past does b7D
not in any wey counteriand the instructions in Dureau
letter of 11=-30=56 that he showld not e considered jor
develoopment as ¢ panel gource or gecurity inforiant.

The New ¥ork Division skiﬁd clearly undersiand b6
bicC
i

NOT® ON VELLOWs The SI card on Howard Zinn was canceled
8-9-55. Zinn was reportedly a member of the CP from 1948 to
1951 and had past activity in the American Labor Party, the
American Peace Xobilization, the American Veterans Commititee
and the International Workers Order. Interviewed in 1953
and 1954; he denied CP membership but admitted front activity.os
b7C
Rodyn Zinn is not on the SI and is the wife of H Zinn. b7D
Sole source of her past CP membership is that of She
was reported to be a member of American Women for Peace in
1950. Circulated and signed a CP nominating petition in New York
in 1946 and member of IT0 in New York in 1949.

Howard Zinn has recently joined the faculty of Spelman College,
a Negro girls school in Atlanta.. He and wife are white.

- continued on page 3




Letter to Atlania
Re: QRoslyn Zinn
Howard Zinn
100-376498
100-360217

NOTE ON YELLOW continued.

b6
b7c
b7D

| Information jfurnished by him
Nnas been corroborated through other sources.
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TUILE OF CASE —,
HOWARD ZINN, Wa.

REPORT MADE BY

TYPED BY

MEL

CHARACTER OF CASE
SECURITY MATTER - C

T2 A7 e
P REQ, f*""w_% éi,
Ji g ig w

Subject employed Spelman College, Atlanta, Ga., duringl e flz;ézg,_\g
scholastic year 1956-1957, and presently employed as

Instructor in History, Spelman College, residing on ,7;4,,4{
campus Atlanta, Ga. SubJject attended University of %yg’% ,,/,z//
Denver, Denver, Colorado, during summer 1957. Subject /4,27%;/
unknown to Confidential Informants Atlanta and Denver.

No credit rating Atlanta., No credit record Denver. AGERCY .

o arrest record ated Atlanta or Denver. - DEQ. REC p.. _.
" e : -t ,,\./a/ Dowe 1o ’/4 -0F-52

HOW £ ob .
L BY Ay

On Janvary 15, 1957, a pretext telephone call was

made to Spelman College, 350 Leonard Street, S, W.,
Atlanta, Georgia. The individual answering the phone stated

that HOWARD ZINN has been employed as a full time instructor

by Spelman College since the beginning of the school year on ,;f-\
September 19, 1956, This individual stated that ZINN is -
currently residing with his wife and family at 44 Fourth Avenue, S, E.,
Aplants, Georgia. .
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AT 100-5643

The records of Southern Bell Telephone Company
"Information”, Atlanta, Georgia, reflected on January 15,
1957, that HOWARD ZINN, 44 Fourth Avenue, S, E., Atlanta,
is a subscriber with telephone number DRake 3-9079.

b6

Mrs. JAMES D, MIMS, and Mrs. JOE F. MORR b7C
IQ.MS_F_QM.T’Gh Avenue, Atlanta, Georgila, advised SA |

on February 20, 1957, that the subject, s wife,
and two children resided at 44 Fourth Avenue, Atlanta. They

stated Mr, ZINN is employed by a Negro college in Atlanta,
name unknown.

On June 24, 1957, Mr. and Mrs. J. D. MIMS, 49 Fourth
Avenue, were recontacted, and advised that the subject and his
family had moved from their former regsidence at 44 Fourth
Avenue during the latter part of May, 1957. MNr. MIMS stated
that Mrs. ZINN advised him they were "going back East, but
would return next fall'. MIMS stated that he does not believe
they would return to their former address inasmuch as this is
rental property. He stated the subject's family consists of
one boy approximately age seven, and a girl age nine. MIMS
stated the ZINN family were quiet living individuals, and he
had no reason to question their loyalty to the United States.
He advised during the period they resided at 44 Fourth Avenue,
which was from the fall of 1956, until the latter part of
May, 1957, he observed no unusual activity around their
home, and stated they were quiet living people with few
visitors.

Confidential Informant T-1 advised on June 24, 1957,
he had obtained information on June 21, 1957, that HOWARD
ZINN during the latter part of May, 1957, had left a forwarding
address of Spelman College, Atlanta, when moving from 44
Fourth Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia.

On Jung 24, 1957, a telephone call was made to
Spelman College, and the individual answering the phone
stated the subject was attending summer school at the
University of Denver, Denver, Colorado, and could be
contacted by writing that university, care of Pioneer Hall.
This individual stated ZINN was expected to return to Atlanta
for the beginning of the school year 1957-1958, and was
expected 0 be on the faculty of Spelman College.

2




AT 100-5643

Miss JEAN ANN SEMLING, Chancellor's Office, Uni ity
of Denver, Denver, Colorado, on July 16, 1957, advised SA

| | that HOWARD ZINN was attending a TV - Seminary
()

rK Shop at The University of Denver. She stated ZINN is
residing in Apartment 415, Pioneer Hall, 2140 South Race
Street, with his wife and two children. ZINN on his application b6
for university housing advised he was from Spelman College, bicC
Atlanta, Georgila.

On August 27, 1957, DAN D, FEDER, Dean of Students
ity of Denver, Denver, Colorado, advised SA
that the subject and his family had moved from Pioneer
Hall, University of Denver, on August 26, 1957, leaving a
forwarding address of Spelman College, Atlanta, Géorgia.

On September 23, 1957, a pretext telephone call was
made to Spelman College, Atlanta, Georgia, and the individual
answering the phone stated that subject, his wife, and children,
were residing on Spelman College Campus in the MacVickar Hospital,
and ZINN was employed on the faculty of Spelman College.

The Spelman College Bulletin dated April, 1957,
reflects HOWARD ZINN is employed in the History Department
of Spelman College, and had received an AB, New York University,
MA, Columbia University, and was affiliated with the Department
of History, Spelman College, since 1956.

Confidential Informant T-2, who is familiar with
some phases of Communist Party activity in the State of
Georgla, advised on September 25, 1957, that he is not
acquainted with the subject.

Confidential Informant T-3, who is familiar with
some of the activities of Spelman College, advised on
September 27, 1957, that he is not acquainted with the
subject.

Confidential InformantsT-4, T-5, T-6, and T-7, who
are familiar with Communist Party activity, and related
organizations in the State of Colorado, advised during
September, 1957, they were not acquainted with the sub ject,

3




AT 100-5643

The files of the Atlanta Credit BTreaua_Azlasta,

eorgia, as checked by Investigative Clerk,
[ﬁ:f;i;:j on April 19, 1957, reflect the subject has had no
cre experience in Atlanta,
The records of the Retaif.ﬂredit_Manis_Assgn;ation,
Denver, Colorado, as checked by SE on

September 9, 1957, contained no identifiable credit® record for
the subject.

b6
The records of the Atlanta Police Department, Bureau bic

of Identificatlon, Atl cked April 19, 1957,
ve Clerk, through Captain
failed to reflect any iden lable arrest record

for the subject.

The records of the Denver Police Department, Bureau
of Identification, and records and Traffic Bureau, as checked
September 11, 1957, respectively, by SE
contained no identifiable arrest record

Tor the subject,
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STANDARD FORM 80. 64

TO

Director, FBI (100-360217) (RM)

DATE:

10/7/57

- (')ﬁice M@ﬁ%' dﬂd%m « UNITED STA!ES GOVERNﬁENT

FROM 3 \SAC, Atlanta (100—5643)
/ - | 2 TS 7472 CUESS) -
o U D | KEQ. RECD 4 -
SUBJECT:  “HOWARD ZINN, Wa. \ G
hzed .
SM - C ANS.
| i /UQSJ Ea R
Transmitted hevewith are four copies of report of
SA dated 10/2/57, at Atlanta, Ga.,

as well as sufficient copies of blank memorandum
evaluating informants used in this report.

College 1/15/57,
representing himself

The pretext ca]
was made by SA
to be conducting credit inquiry.

b6
b7C 4

Te
SA
se

ephone call made fo Spelman College 6/24/57 by :
was made without ldentifying i

ng inquiry. j

LT, and merely mak:
rRrehext_nall_made]9/23/57 to Spelman College by SA
representing self to be a friindjof

subject's from out of Atlanta, Ga. area. e

j i ° ] L éhw’ 4 Id; e T
This report is being classified Confidentisl as it . ]
contains investigative techniques, and contacts with
Confidential Informants.

A review of the Atlanta file concerning the subject
fails to reflect any substantial derogatory information
has been developed since subject was interviewed

9( Qﬂ 2/9/5 v of subject was reported by report ‘
of SA at New York, 2/24/54, Since that |
\ time, AtlanTa Tiles reflect the New York Office by b6 J
report of SA EDWARD P. GRTGATDS, 3/29/57, shows a contact bic

of PS on 10/4/56, in which he b7D

is believed to he 2z r currently due to past

knowledge of ZINN. was re-interviewed was PR
included in report of SA
6/27/57, New York, at which time stated "he was

Smember of the CP until about the Summer of 1953. y
Cﬁ% 1ng this time, he was not a member of the same
}ggég’ ‘Z(?- Buréau (100-360217)(8 Enels )(RM) é;
1 - Atlanta (100-5643) 7
PR mel e D
0T YRR noT 101“7 ‘“

FZ b O 1957 SEE RF‘LIFHOE (:U i" Fgﬁ 18 P ‘ . b i
P m ABD. Di..;a-.ﬂhi.ﬁiﬂﬁ g\ﬁw‘ﬁ

— _ i

states HOWARD ZINN was a CP member about 1950-?1; and
. W

e,
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Letter to Director, FBI, 10/2/57.

same section."

stated he attended numerous section

branch of the éi:ff:i?e subject, but was a member of the

summer of 1953,

stated these section meetings would

meetings with the su fect between about 1949 and about the

be held approximately every two weeks, L

g5,

during the summer ol

1952, and his attendance was curtailed after this charge;
"however, continued to attend meetings for about a year
and a halT, and stated subject was in attendance at meetings
at that time, and ?f:fffﬁ the subject to be a Communist

Party member until
meetings.

ceased attending Communist Party

[::::]stated 1t was his recollection subject held a position,

but did not know what

positlion it was, He stated subject

had appeared to be a person with some authority within the
section, but was unable to furnish details as to the substance
of any Communist Party meetings.

The subject is presently residiﬁg on, and employed on the
Spelman College Campus, which is a college for Negro women
in the City of Atlanta., It appears it would be extremely
difficult to locate the subject away from the campus, and not in
the company of his wife, who is also a subject of a SM-C
investigation, for interview under present Bureau instructions
regarding interview of Security Matter subjects.

In additlion to the above, it does not appear the derogatory

information developed

since interview in 1954 would warrant

additional interview at this time; therefore, no interview of

this subject is bei
1S Dot being M

recommended, In addition, the subject
for inclusion on the Security Index as

be
b7C
b7D

b6
b7C
b7D

the great majority of his activity happened prior to 1953, Imwst b6

falling within the five year rule in the cr

on the Security Index.
in the CP during 1953,
corroborated by other
Office.

As mentioned above,tfffff]puts subject
but this information has not been

informants as contacted by the New York

for incélusion bk7C

b7D




Letter to Director, FBI, 10/2/57.

ZINN in August, 1953, according to was a subscriber
to the "National Guardian'.

An anonymous source on 6/12/53 furnished information that one
HOWARD ZINN was assoclated with the "Committee of One Thousand".

It is not believed that the subject warrants inclusion on the
Security Index at this time,

Careful consideration has been given to each source that is
concealed in this report, and T symbols were utilized only in
those instances where the identity of the source must be
concdaled.

INFORMANTS

T-1 is] [U. S. Post Office, Eastwood
Station, 2011 Boulevard Drive, S. E,, Atlanta, Ga., contacted
6/24/57. s

The following were conbacted with negative results:

Identity Date Of Name of
of Source Contaqt Agent

| P2 | 9/25/57

T-3 9/26/57

T4 9/13/57

— 9/16/57
I.M:l 9/12/57
E— T

3

b2
b7D

b6
b7c

b2
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b7C
b7D




Letter to Director, FBI, 10/2/57.

REFERENCE

Bureau Letter to Atlanta, 5/14/57
Denver airtel 9/3/57
Denver Letter 9/23/57
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Irf Reply, Please Refer to Atlanta, Georgia
File No. October ¢, 1957

HOWARD ZINN, with alias,
Howle Zinn
SECURITY MATTER ~ C

I_AlLinmnma.n&ﬁ mentioned in the report of Special
Agent dated October 2, 1957, at Atlanta,
Georglia, have furnished reliable information in the past
with the exception of Confidential Informant T-1, who has
access to reliable information.

This is being furnished for your information, and
should not be disseminated to any unauthorized persons or

agencies.
& aceNey _JPHR
EG. RECD e
I;A%E r‘c“ v 10 L F57 .
HOW FuRil. 6.4,
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i ¥  UNITED STATES GOVER"ENT Beln

(. Memorandum - Emez

| J To : Mr. DeLoach DATE: 11-27-62
Trotter
: A?ﬁﬁe% "AT% TTFORILATION CONTATITD Tel: oo
FROM M. % UWOLASSLFIED N L%@@'L"? o Houme
® wa.-.ﬁ.‘iﬁ-‘.\_avy.&«ﬁ_g Ny
supjEcT:  HOWARD ZINN 480590 AT,

| SPELMAN COLLEGE
: ATLANTA, GEORGIA

— The New York Post of 11-16-62 carried an article entitled "The
FBI and the Battle of the South' which related to a report issued by the Southern
Regional Council (SRC), a body of white and Negro southern leaders, which reviewed
theyAlbany, Georgia, racial situation. This report, which was critical of the FBI's
civil Jights¥investigation in Albany, was prepared by Dr. Howard Zinn, Professor
at SpélmantCollege, Atlanta, Georgia. The Director noted on the clipping of this
article, "@at do we know of Zinn 27"

~3
5 - s g .
INFGRMATION IN BUFILES: 5" _ NS
- = %\M 9l . \
Howa‘rd‘ %”igm is a Professor of history and social science at Spelman
i College, which is a Negro women's college. Zinn was korn 8-24-22 at New York fi-¥.. .

City and resided in that city until he obtained employment with the Atlanta college
in 1956. " He served in the U. S. Army in World War II and thereafter attended
New York-University, receiving a B. A. degree in 1951, He thereafter received a
M. A. degree at Columbia University in 1952 and a Ph.D. at that school in about 1956.
A Zinn has been the subject of a security investigation by the Bureau ) f
and informants have reported that he was a member of the Communist Party in
New York from 1949 to 1953. He was also known to have been associated with
commurnist front groups in New York including the International Workers Order,
the American Peace Mobilization and the Committee of One Thousand. Zinn was inpfer-
viewed by Agents in New York in 1953 and again in 1954. He dehied membershipfin
the Communist Party but admitted association with communist front groups. He
described himself during the interview as a liberal interested in civil rights but
claimed that he would never be involved with any organization detrimental to the
&'i security of this country. It is to be noted that Zinn is white.

v‘ % -

Pog
7

é o The SRC of Atlanta, Georgia, issued another report by Zinn concerning

| the Albany racial gituation:in*January, 1962. In this report, as in the one just released

/\E;ﬁ;%er

Lby this organiéé.tibﬁ, Zinn sets out information which is slanted and bi

~ 1 "7 ’
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M.A.Jones to DeLoach Memo
RE: Howard Zinn

which is to be expected from an individual of Zinn's background. He was also
critical of the FBI in this report, stating that in November, 1961, Negroes had

been ordered from a white waiting room of an Albany bus station, that this matter
had been reported to the FBI and 'there was no apparent result.! Another incident
related in this report dealt with lack of FBI action in December, 1961, when a
number of persons were arrested by Albany authorities.

It is to be noted that the 11-25-62 issue of "The Worker' makes
reference to Zinn's recent SRC report concerning the Albany racial situation.
It reports that Zinn lashed out at the FBI because of its inaction in relation to
various violations of civil rights of Negroes in that city.

Files indicate that Zinn has been active in protesting policies of
this country concerning Cuba. It was reported that Zinn was one of a group of
about 20 racially mixed individuals who walked the picket line in Atlanta on
10-24-62 and held a meeting protesting the President's decision concerning the
quarantine of Cuba. Also identified in this group were three Security Index subjects,
Dorothy Miller, Atlanta, Harry C. Steinmetz, San Diego, and Herbert Shapird,,
* Rochester, New York, dll Communist Party members.

RECOMMENDATION:

For the information of the Director.
?ﬂ\@w55 oM
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UNITED™ STATES GOVERNMEINS ‘ '

Memorandum

~
¥ s
3 5
0 ir., Belmont(V . DATE: 11~15-62 :
FROM "ALL ITFORMATION CONTATTID K
HERgiHJ IS UNCLASSIFIED Holmes —

7/
supjECT: RACIAL SITUATION
ALBANY, GEORGIA
RACIAL MATTERS

S\ BY. & o e e Sancy
V.

The Atlanta Office has advised that an article appeared in-the
"pAtlanta Constitution' on 11-15-62 based on a study called "Albany,
A Study oﬁ:ﬁacial Responsibility." The study was written by
Dr, Howaxrd Zi ho has bheen the subject of a security investigation
by this Bureau (100-360217). Tinn was reportedly a member of the
Communist Party from 1949 throuzh 1953 and attended Communist Party
meetings during that period, The study by Zinn criticizes the ¥BI,

the Federal Government, and the adninistration of the City of Albany,
Georgia. )

Zinn is a history proiessor ét Spelman College in Atlianta,
Geoxgia, and the study was published by the Southern Regional Council,
a group formed to advance equal opportunity for all the South's people.

The full context of the article is attached,
fhe article in one section states: \\9

- "Albany Negroes, said Zinn, who is white, tend NN
to distrust local members of the ¥BI. The
ol Spelman historian urges the creation of a ;
S special corps of Agents to investigate civil i

wtwith all the clear violations by local police
- of Constitutional rights,! said Zinn, ' the FBI {

has not made a single arrest on behalf of Negro A\
citizens.*" :

The Atlanta Office completely covered the activities at Albany,f\
Georgia, and detailed memoranda were submitted to the Department daily.ln
The Department did not request the arrest of any persomns in connection.\\

with the racial situation,
: i}} 94/"7/ '/
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont
RE: RACIAY, SITUATION
ALBANY, GEORGIA

The report appears to be a slanted and biased document
similar to a previous report written by Zinn on Albany. Again
Zinn does not add anything to the clarification of the racial
problem in the South. )

ACTION

Zinn should not be dignified by contact by this Bureau,
and it is recommended that no action be taken in coannection with

him,
J ;
. B
éf’"{;}‘g"ﬁé e
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Mr. Tolson ——

- . » sooi;:_l;);m FORM NO. 10 " , i Mr. Belmont.——

v : ) : i J Mr. Moo
UNITED STATES GOVFNMENT . Mr. Callahan. /.,
Memorandum g

i . %\ VailsS Vooe...

. Mr, Malone
TO Mr, Belmo : DATE: 2/5/62 ;M Roron v
e Y Mr2 Seiilviani...

Mr., Tavel .

- e AR ATION CONTATIVED . Mr. Trotlor. ...
FROM ! A, Rosef"r{);yﬂ, i m%mgz&ssmmp Tele. Room..——.
{ ‘7:‘?/’ 7 BERL o %}[ é‘)lm‘é.%m Mr. Ingram
/ O / W ) T Miss Gandy...—
04// SUBJECT: SOUTHERN REGIONAL COUNCIL R —
: INFORMATION CONCERNING . ‘
/ | =
ff The Southern Regional Council (SRC) of Atlanta, Georgia,
}kms published a Special Report, “Albany,' by.Howard Zinn dealing

with the racial unrest in Albany, Georgia, during November and
December, 1961,

The Bureau has conducted no investigation concerning the

o> ,
Howard Zinn is a professor of History and Social Science
at Spelman Collsge;—Atlanta, Georgia, a Negro college, ~HEé has
been the subject of a security investigation by this Bureau 0
(100-360217) and was reportedly a member of the Communist Party SF;
(CP) f£rom 1948 to 1951,

SRC.

be expected from a person of Zinn's background, It does not add A
anything to the clarification of the racial problem in the South,

In one place in the report it is set forth that
circumstances concerning the ordering of Negroes from a white N
waiting room of a bus station in Albany on 11/1/61 were reported
to the FBI and **there was no apparent result.”™ Bureau files
indicate that the facts concerning this incident were promptly
furnished to the Department and no investigation was requested.

l ) The report is a slanted and biased document which could

-
LS

In another place in the report it is indicated that
"FBI men were reported cruising the streets in cars" during the
arrests of various persons in Albany, Georgia, on 12/16/61,
Several Agents of this Bureau were in fact in Albany, along with
SAC Charles E, Weeks to afford complete coverage of the situation.
lThe Department was kept fully advised of.all information,

da -~217

/

| The Departmeut of Justice is criticized in the report

P

for not taking appropriate action in Albany, Georgia. - 53
ACTION; ' | fow-3¢02/7- N
o The existéncerof this xgporrp ig hspng brought to the g
attegtion of the Department. ! % b3 S FEB 7 1962 ]
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AT 100-5644

INFORMANTS

Informants of the Denver Division who are familiar
with CP activity and related organizations in the State of

Colorado advised during September 1957 they are not acquainted
with the subject.

Atlanta T-7 who is familiar with some phases of
CP activity in the State of Georgia, advised on September 25,

1957 and November 8, 1957, he is not acquainted with the
subject.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The following physical description was obtained from
marriage records and observation:

Name ROSLYN ZINN, was. Mrs. Howard Zinn,
nee Roslyn Shechter

Race White

Sex Female

Born 12/2/22, Brooklyn, N.Y,

Height Approx. 5' 6"

Weight 120 to 135 1bs.

Build Average

Hair Dark

Marital Status Married, husband HOWARD ZINN

Children

Residence spelman College, 350 Leonard
St.,, S.W.,, Atlanta, Ga.

Occupation Secretary, Spelman College, Atlanta;
housewife
-8 -

b6
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AT 100-5644

APPENDIX

The following organizations mentioned in this report
have been designated by the Attorney General of the United
States as coming within the purview of Executive Order 10450:

American Peace Mobilization
American Women for Peace
Communist Party
International Workers Order

The following organizations and/br publications
mentioned in this report are shown in the "Guide to Subversive
Organizations and Publications" prepared and released by
the Committee on Un-American Activities, U, S. House of
Representatives, Washington, D.C., January 2, 1957:

AMERICAN LABOR PARTY
1. "For years, the Communists have put forth the greatest
efforts to capture the entire American Labor Party through-
out New York State, They succeeded in capturing the
Manhattan and Brooklyn sections of the American Labor
Party but outside of New York City they have been unable
to win control,"
(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, House
Report 1311 on the CIO Political Action Committee,
March 29, 1944, p. 78.)

2. "Communist dissimulation extends into the field of
political parties forming political front organizations
Such as the * ¥ * American Labor Party. The Communists
are thus enabled to present their candidates for elective
office under other than a straight Communist label."

(Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate Judiclary
Committee, Handbook for Americans, S. Doec. 117, April 23,
1956, p. 91.)

DATILY WORKER

1, "The chief journalistic mouthpiece of the Communist Party
* % * founded in response to direct instructions from
the Communist International in Moscow. ¥ % % The first
issue of the Daily Worker appeared on January 13, 1924,

- Q -
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*¥ ¥ ¥ No other paper or publication of any kind in all
American history has ever been loaded with such a volume
of subversive, seditious, and treasonable utterance as
has this organ of the American Communists."

(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, House
Report 1311 on the CIO Political Action Committee,
March 29, 1944, pp. 59 and 60; also cited in Annual
Reports, H.R. 2, January 3, 1939, p. 30; H. R, 1476,
January 3, 1940, p. 7; H. R. 1, January 3, 1941, p. 14;
and H. R, 2277, June 25, 1942, p. 4,)

2. "Official Communist Party, U, S. A., organ."

(Committee on Un-American Activities, House Report

1920 on the Communist Party of the United States as
an Advocate of Overthrow of Government by Force and
Violence, May 11, 1948, p. 4k.)

-C -
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HOWARD ZININ
SECURITY MATTER -
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On 5/18/63, the captioned individual participated ,
in a panel discussion on the occasion of the 20th anniversary
meeting of the Capitel Press CGlub, an organization of Negroes )
working in the communications industry. This discussion
concerned the "future of the American Negro." Zinn, in his
comments, was critical of the Administration, President, and
Vice President concerning their position on civil rights. He
also made the statement "Our Attorney General is callous and
the FBI is incompetent to deal with civil rights problems.”

He has, on other occasions, written articles critical of the
FBI.

A review of Bufiles indicates the last report
submitted concerning Zimm was dated 10/7/57. 1Inasmuch as
has been active in numerous front groups and was a known
Communist Party member from 1949 through 1953, you are
instructed to review your files, contact logical sources, and
submit anup-to-date report suitable for dissemination. This
report should include all pertinent public source information
concerning the subject,

NOTE:

Zinn is Chairman of the Department of History and
Social Sciences at Spelman College, Atlanta, Georgia. He has
been interviewed in the past and denied any Communist Party
connections. He has, on numerous occasions, made public
remarks and written articles critical of the Bureau. He
participated in a picket line in Atlanta, Georgia on 10/24/62,
protesting the President's policy on Cuba. }50
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" 5n May 18, 1963, UBT, Washington, reported that Desl 1.0, -

.. Berahard, ftaff Direcior of the Commission ou Civik Rights, profieted that .~

2 ~iho raclal digtusbance at Blrodaghar ‘would &

e followed by a greatér conflictdn

 ofher cities. o was one of thros panclists who add sspod the 30th suntversary '

- maetlng of the Capital Press Clud, an organization of Negroes working fathe .
- cominunications industry, on the future of the American Negro. . Others included =

. Bulkizer peige Cartoonist, Kerbert L. Dlock of "Tro Washington Post™ ; Lercne - -

Bennett, Sentoy Haiier of the "Bbony” magazine; and Professor Howard Ton,

. History Department Chalrman of Epalinann College, ‘Atanta. Zinn wag crltieal 6f
0 the Administration, the President aug the Vice Prosident concerning their gopitions |

e ciell rights.- He also stated, “Our Altorndy General is ealious, and the FEI

" incompotent w deal with ¢tvil rights problems. ™ Me. Taléon noted, " What doour
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v . social Seience af Spoliman Gollege, Atlantd, Georgla, “hon; wio is white, was .
© - bornAugagt 84,-1632, at Erooklyn, New York, of Austrian and Russianp born parents. -
.. - He servod in tho United States Avmy from 1843 to 1845, Uo graduated trom = o
.. New York Universiy witl'a Dachelor of Arts degree in 195k, received a Masgter of -
., éris degree from Columbia University 1n 1958 and was awarded a Ph.D. from that
¢, echodl in about 1986, Dr. Zinn was employed by Epelmany College, a Negra
. institation, in 1956, LT AR D T e e R TR

and inforrmants have. rapormmmnemamgmwr of the '@mmua‘m Pazty in - LI
. New York from 1960 to 1953, ‘He'was known to be associated with commiunist front =
. groups. in Now York, iacluding the International $orkers Order, the 4merlcan. -
- Peace Mobilization and the Cotamittes of Cie Thousand. Zinp was interviowed by, - ﬁ
"+ Agente in New York in 1089 and 1954, . He |
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| R HOWARD ZINN

Party but admitted association with communist front groups. He described himself
during the interview as a liberal interested in civil rigats kit claimed that he would
never be involved with any organization defrimental to the security of this country.

On November 18, 1962, the '"New York Post” carried an article,
“The ¥BI and the Battle of the South," which related to a report issued by the
Southern Regional Council 8RC), a body of white and Negro Southern leaders,
wiich reviewed the Albany, Georgia, raeial situation. This report, which was
critical of the FEI civil rights investigation in Albany, was prepared by Dr.
Howard Zinn.

i The SRC of Atlanta, Georgia, issued another report by Zinn con-
] cerning the Albany racial stiyation in January, 1962, In this report, as in the
November, 1862, report, Zinn sets out information in a slanted and biased manner
which is to ke expected froimn an individual of Zinn' s background, He was critical

of the FEI in this report, stating that in November, 1961, Negroes had been ordered
from a white waiting room of an Albany bus station, that this matter had been .

| reported to the FBI and "there was no apparent result.” Another incident related

‘ in this report dealt with the lack of ¥FBI action in December, 1961, when a number
of persons were arrested by Albany authorities.

It is to be noted that the 11-25-62 issue of " The Worker" made
reference to Zinn's SRC report concerning the Albany racial situation which reports
that “inn lashed out at the FEI because of its inaction in relation to various
violations of civil rights of Negroes in that city. Zinn's comments concerning the
situation were again reported by '"The Worker" on funday, 12-2-62.

It is to be noted that as a result of the articles which appeared in the
"New York Post" and " The Worker," Mr. DeLoach alerted friendly Georgia news-
papers concerning Zinn' s background,

Zinn has algo been active in protesting policies of this country
concerning Cuba. It was reported that Zinn walked in a picket line in Atlanta, on
10-24+62, and held a meeting protesting the President' s decision concerning the
quarantine of Cuba. Identified in this group were three Securily Index subjects,
Dorothy Miller of Atlanta, Harry C. Steinmetz of San Diego, and Bokert Chapiro
of Rochester, New York, all Communist Party members.

RECOMMENDATION:

~or the inforiuation of 3ir. Tolson.
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SUBJECT:  RACIAL|SITUATION

ALBANY, GEORGIA - |
RACIAL MATTERS Aty TWFORMATION CONTATNED = | AV
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"The Worker" of Sunday, 12/2/62, carries a two-page sprea
captioned, "The Southern Mobsters and their Federal Friends,"
Memorapnda have been written concerning the report written by.
Howar&”21nn, a professor of history and social science at Spelman
College, (A Negro institution) in Atlanta, Georgia. ''The Worker'"
has taken various excerpts from the report which, in general, is.
critical of the Bureau, the President, the Justice Department
and the Albany, Georgia, city administration,

—
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The article is a typically biased article which could be
expected: from "The Worker." The article sets forth that there is
a considerable.amount of distrust among Albany Negroes for local
members of the FBI, According to Zinn, a young Negro told him,
"They're: & bunch of racists," Zinn states, "Whether true or not,
this<is the feeling of many Negroes who have had contact with the
FBI'and, J8ven if distorted, it is a general reflection of the
efflcacy l6f the FBI'S role in the area of civil rights,” The
full comments concerning the FBI mentioned in "The Worker" are
attached “hereto,

:

p— r,.! T

JV ’ Information has previously been set forth that Zinn has
been the subject of a security investigation by the Bureau and
informants have reported that he was a member of the Communist
Party in New York from 1949 to 1953, He was interviewed in

1953 and again in 1954 and denied membership in the Communist
Party but admitted association with communist fromnt groups, IHe
described himself during the interview as a liberal interested
in civil rights but claimed that he would never be involved with
any organization detrimental to the security of his country,

/&7~ o2,

The above report by Zinn, which was'published by the
Southern Regional Council, has also been commented upon by
Reverend Martin Luther King° King went along with the general
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont
RE: RACIAL SITUATION
ALBANY, GEORGIA

<

theme of the article and stated, among other things, "one of the
great problems ‘we face with the FBI in the South is that the
Agents are white southerners who have been influenced by the
mores ‘of their community., To maintain their status they have

to be friendly with the local police and people who are promoting
segregation, Every time I saw FBI men in Albany, they were with
the local police force,"” 1In this connection, it should be noted
that of the five Agents.assigned to the Albany, Georgia, Resident

Agency, four are from northern states and only one is a native of
Georgia,

In this connection, it should be noted that Assistant
Directors Sullivan and DeLoach have made an attempt to contact
Reverend Mr, King to straighten him out concerning the work of
this Bureau and they are following the matter closely until such
an interview can be conducted,

In all instances where allegations of civil rights
violations were brought to the attention of this Bureau,
appropriate investigation was conducted and the information
was furnished to the Civil Rights Division of the Department
of Justice, "The Worker' mentions that one arrest was made and
this resulted when an FBI man was attacked near the site of a
burned church, "The Worker" does not mention the arrests which
followed the solving of the burning of two Negro churches in the
Albany, Georgia, area, .

For info?mation. ‘ »//
(e W% /A
7

ACTION:




e s am M m e e v AR

© A

-~

s v bR M L DT R

.
" Y
. .
. - ¢ < .o ‘ g
\ g
\

THE FBI

Something needs to be said about the role of the Federal

Bureau of Investigation, and then about the influence of the
President of thHe United States. .

There is a considerable amount of distrust among Albany
Negroes for local members of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
"They're a bunch of racists," a young Negro told me bitterly.
Whether true or not, this is the feeling of many Negroes who
have had contact with the ¥BI, and, even if distorted, it is a
general reflection of the efficacy of the FBI's role in the area
of civil rights, FBI men appear to Albany Negroes as vaguely-
interested observers of injustice, who diffidently write down
complaints and do no more, With all the clear violations by
local police of comstitutional rights, with undisputed evidence
of beatings by sheriffs and deputy sheriffs, the FBI has not made
a single arrest on behalf of Negro citizens, The onéarrest made
by the ¥BI in connection with the Albany situation came in early
September, and this when an FBI man himself was attacked by a
white man near the site of a burned church,

In its 1961 volume, Justice, the Commission on Civil Rights
implied that the FBI may be fundamentally incapable of enforcing the
civil rights of American citizens, . This is because of its natural
attachments to local police of whom it is dependent for the solution
of ordinary crimes, and because it is these same police who are the
most frequent violators of the rights of Negroes in the South, The
Commission suggested the posibility of "a new administrative .
arrangement within the Department of Justice to ease the problem

of FBI agents having to investigate police officers with whom they
work daily on other cases,"

One solution might be the creation of a special corps of
federal agents -~ similar to the T-men used by the Treasury
Department -- for the sole purpose of enforcing federally
guaranteed constitutional rights in many parts of the country
where they are consistently violated, Such agents need not be
"out-siders," for there is a whole new generation of young
Southerners -- Negro and white -~ who are intelligent, courageous,
capable, and genuinely concerned about civil rights, and from whom
such agents could be selected., The FBI is most effective as an

agency for the solution of ordinary crimes, and perhaps it should
stick to that, i .
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ROSLYN ZINN, was. CHARACTER OF CASE

Mrs. Howard Zinn,
nee Roslyn Shechter

SECURITY MATTER - C

SYNOPSIS:

Subject born 12/2/22 Brooklyn, N.Y. and married to HOWARD .
Sub jec

./ ZINN /ZINN_10/30/44 Brooklyn according to marriage records.
presently residing with husband and children on campus of
Spelman College, Atlanta, Ga. Subject presently employed on
a "part-time fill-in basis" as secretary to Dean of Women,

Spelman. College.

history, Spelman College.
York City and subscribed to Daily Worker during 1948.

reported as a member of the IWO as of 10/49 and according
to informant, had some connection with the American Women

for Peace in 1950,

Subject registered ALP 1948 New

- C -
DETAILS: BACKGROUND

Subject's husband employed as professor of

The records of the Marriage Bureau for the Borough

of Manhatta York. New York, were checked August 283,
1957, by SA and reflected under Certificatey
No. 28357 that HOWARD ZINN and ROSLYN SHECHTER were married

Subject

.,

A}
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APPROVED

SPECIAL AGENT
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October 30, 1944, in Brooklyn, New York. On the marriage
applicabtion the following information was noted:

Name HOWARD ZINN

Race White

Address 56 North Oxford Walk, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Born 8/24/22 Brooklyn, N.Y,.
Occupation "AAF, Bombadier"

Father EDWARD, born Austria

Mother JENNIE RABINOWITZ

Name ROSLYN SHECHTER

Race White

Address 317 Vernon Ave.,, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Born 12/2/22, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Occupation Stenographer

Father JACOB, born Russia

Mother ROSE PLATT, born Russia

During 1950, exact date unknown, Mr., M. STUTMAN,
Assistant Manager, Lillian Wald Housing Project, New York
City Housing Authority, 54 Avenue D, New York, New York,
advised the records of that office reflected HOWARD ZINN,
Apt. 5@, 890 East Sixth Street, NYC, had resided in above
apartment since August 22, 1949. According to these records, e

ZINN and his wife. ROSIVN ZINN nee Shechher, have two children, i -.
and '

On January 15, 1957, a pretext telephone call was
made to Spelman College, 350 Leonard Street, S.W., Atlanta,
Georgia. The individual answering the telephone stated HOWARD
7ZINN had been employed as a full-time instructor by Spelman
Cdlege since the beginning of the school year September 19,
1956. This individual stated ZINN is currently residing with
his wife and family at 44 Fourth Avenue, S.E., Atlanta.

Mprs. JAMES D. MIMS and Mrs. MORRIS, both
49 Fourth Avenue, Atlanta, advised SA on
Pebruary 20, 1957, that HOWARD ZINN, his wif'e, and TwoO children
reside at 4L Fourth Avenue, Atlanta., They stated Mr. ZINN
is employed by a Negro college in Atlanta, name unknown, and

b6
bic

his wife has no outside employment.
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On June 24, 1957, Mr. and Mrs. J. D. MIMS, 49 Fourth
Avenue, were contacted and advised HOWARD ZINN and his family
had moved from 44 Fourth Avenue during the latter part of May
1957. Mr, MIMS s=tated Mrs. ZINN advised him they were "going
back East" but would return next fall. Mr. MIMS stated the
family consists of two children, a boy age 7, and a girl
age 9. He stated the ZINN family were quiet living individuals
and he had no reason to question their loyalty to the U. S,
Mr, and Mrs., MIMS advised during the period the ZINNS resided
on Fourth Avenue, which was from the fall of 1956 to the

latter part of 1957, they observed no unusual activity around
their home,

On June 24, 1957, a telephone call was made to
Spelman College and the individual answering the phone stated
"HOWARD ZINN is attending summer school at the University of
Denver, Denver, Colorado, and can be contacted by writing
that university care of Pioneer Hall,"

On July 16, 1957, Miss JEAN ANN SEMLING, Chan lors
Office il ty of Denver, Denver, Colo., advised SA |
That HOWARD ZINN was attending the University

of Denver and stated ZINN is residing in Apt. 415, Pioneer
Hall, 2140 South Race Street, with his wife and two children.

On August 27, 1957, D ER, Dean of Students,
Uniersity of Denver, advised SA that ZINN and his
family had moved from Pioneer Hall, Unilversity of Denver,

on August 26, 1957, leaving a forwarding address of Spelman
Caollege, Atlanta, Ga.

On September 23, 1957, a pretext phone call was
made to Spelman College, Atlanta, and the individual answering
the phone stated ZINN and his family were residing on Spelman
College campus in the Mac Vickar Hospital and ZINN was employed
on the faculty of that college.

Mrs. HENRY SHORTER, 993 Westmore Drive, N.W.,
Atlanta, advised on November 15, 1957, she had formerly been
employed in the President's Office of Spelman College from
1954 to 1957, and was acquainted with HOWARD and ROSLYN ZINN

-3 -
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on a professional basis as well as a limited social acquaintance-
ship, She stated HOWARD ZINN was employed during the school
year of 1956 and is presently employed for the school year of
1957, as a professor of history. She advised they presently
reéside in an apartment in Mac Vickar Hospital or Hall. She
stated that ROSLYN ZINN is presently employed on a "part-time
fill-in basis" as the secretary to the Dean of Women at

Spelman College. This employment is only scheduled to last

a few weeks until the regular secretary returns.

Mrs, SHORTER stated the only other employment Mrs.
ZINN has held while in the City of Atlanta was for a few weeks
as a secretary for an unknown office in the City of Atlanta
during 1956 or 1957, She stated the ZINNS have two young
children residing with them on the campus and enjoy.a good
reputation in the college community. She stated she had no
reason to question the loyalty to the U. S. of either the subject
or her husband.

The files of the Atlanta Credit Bureau, Atlanta,
Georgia, as checked on April 19, 1957, failed to reflect the
Subject has had any credit experience in Atlanta,

The records of the Retail Creditmens Association,
Denver, Colorado, as checked on September 9, 1957, contain no
identifiable credit record for the sub ject.

The records of the Atlanta Police Department, Atlanta, .
Georgia, Bureau of Identification, as checked April 19, 1957 b7C
through Captain | failed to reflect any arrest
record identiflable with the subject.

The records of the Denver, Colorado, Police Depart-
ment, as checked September 13, 1957, contain no arrest record
ldentifiable with the subject.

AFFILIATION WITH COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

The records of the Board of Elections, Manhattan,
New York, as reviewed during 1950, reflect that ROSLYN ZINN,
890 East Sixth Street, Manhattan, N.Y., registered for the
1949 elections indicating a preference for the American Labor
Party. Subject stated on these records she was 27 years of
age, married, had resided 27 years in the State, 27 years in
the county and that she had last registered in 1948 Ffrom 369

-4 -
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Vernon Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. She listed her occupation as

that of a "housewife", e
On an unknown date, SAs | |and R. C. coMpTON  °'°

reviewed copies of Communist Party Nominating Petitions for

the State of New York in 1946, in the Office of the Secretary

of State, Albany, N.Y. These records reflect ROSLYN ZINN,

926 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y., solicited in Lewis

County signatures to the 1946 New York State Communist Party

Nominating Petitions,

It is noted that the 1949 Brooklyn telephone directory
reflected that HOWARD ZINN of 926 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn,
N.Y., at that time subscribed to phone No. GLenmore 2-192L.

Atlanta T-1 on October 22, 1948 furnished information
that ROSLYN ZINN, 926 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn 21, N.Y.,
subscribed to the Dailly Worker for one year in 1943,

Atlanta T-2 on October 21, 1949 furnished information
that ROSLYN and HOWARD ZINN both born in 1922 were members
ofuthe International Workers Order, Lodge 450, as of October
1949,

On September 25, 1950, Atlanta T-3 furnished a
3 x 5 card obtained from the office of the American Women
for Peace, Room 125, 1186 Broadway, New York, N.Y. This card
contained the following:

"REGISTRATION
"NAME Roslyn Zinn AL 4-8325

ADDRESS 890 East oth Street
ADMINISTRATIVE Lillian Wald Peace Comm,

"Do you favor the formation of a permanent national American
Women for Peace?

Yes :X : No

"Do you wish to receive information of future activities of
the American Women for Peace?

Yes :X ¢ No :

"UoPWA 16"
: -5 -
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MISCELLANEOQOUS

HOWARD ZINN

On June 12, 1957, Atlanta T-4, who has admitted
Communist Party (CP) membership from about 1948 to approx-
imately the middle of 1953 in the Manhattan-Brooklyn area
of New York City, furnished the following information regarding
HOWARD ZINN:

T-4 was transferred to the Williamsburg Section of
the CP in Brooklyn in about 1949, At that time HOWARD ZINN
was already a member of that section. T-4 stated it was his
impression that ZINN was not a new member but had been in the
CP for some time,

Atlanta T-5 advised in approximately May 1948 that
HOWARD ZINN of 926 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y., had
indicated he was a member of the CP and he attended Party
meetings five nights a week in Brooklyn.,

Atlanta T-6 on July 15, 1948 made available information
which indicated HOWIE ZINN was a fraternal delegate from the
Sixth Assembly District, Kings County CP, to the New York
State Convention of the CP,

On November 6, 19?3_and_gg_ﬁgp:g§ry 9;
ZINN was interviewed by SAs and

During the interview on November 6, 1953, 4LNN announced

that his activities in the past had opened him to charges
that he was associated with the Communist Party as a member.
However, he stated he was not a CP member. ZINN stated he
was a liberal and perhaps some people would consider him to
be a "“leftist". ZINN stated he had participated in the acti-
vities of various organizations which might be considered
Communist fronts but his participation was motivated by his
belief that in this country people have the right to believe,
think and act according to their own ideas. He stated he did
not believe in the doctrine of force and violence and that
individuals or organizations do not have the right to advocate
or teach the overthrow of the government of the United States
by force and violence.

-6 -
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ZINN advised he would defend this country in the
event of a war against any enemy including the Soviet Union.
According to ZINN he was not ashamed of his past activities
and did not believe he constituted a threat to the security
of this country or our government. He acknowledged that
perhaps some of the members of the associations to which he
belonged might be CP members but he was also certain that not
all of the members of these organizations were CP members.

Among other activities, ZINN advised it was possible
he had signed a petition or paper in 1948 indicating support
of Communist SIMON W. GERSON, who was petitioning to be seated
in the Council seat vacated because of the death of PETER V.
CACCHIONE, ZINN stated he was employed by the American Labor
Party (ALP), Brooklyn, N.Y., during 1949, stating he believed
the ALP to be "truly a political party". ZINN admitted he
was a member of the International Workers Order but stated
his interest in this organization was entirely for the insurance
benefits.

On February 9, 1954, ZINN was re-interviewed by the
above-mentioned Agents and again denied that he or his wife
were members of the CP., He again stated he could not recall
having attended the 1948 New York State CP convention as a
delegate from the Sixth Assembly District, Kings County.

ZINN recalled he made a trip to Chicago, Illinois,
about 1947 or 1948 and stated it was possible he could have
made this trip as a delegate to the American Peace Mobilization,
He stated, however, he would not consider a person a threat
to the security of the country as a result of association
with this organization, stating it was sometimes necessary
for responsible persons to associate with organizations of
this type which have a good purpose.

During the interview on February 9, 1954, ZINN
questioned whether the CP was actually a threat to the security
of the U. S. and whether the CP leaders were justly convicted,
noting the minority opinion of the justices of the Supreme
Court. ZINN concluded the interview by stating he would not
under any circumstances testify or furnish information con-
cerning the political opinions of others.

-7 -




T e T . —

a Ao cea
Y

(o \
Tolson =
Belmont i___
Mohr
Casper

Callahan
Conrad
DeLoach
Evans

OP{IONAI. fora NO. 10
>

UNITED S$TATES GOVERN{

ANT
Memomn@h"f'ﬂ

Il

TO  :  Mr. DeLoach DATE: May 21, 1963 peen
f/g‘f}v]ivl“
Trotter
FROM 1 M. B Jofigs ALY, INFORMATION CONTAINED Holnes o
w ‘\P t? m&wﬁ‘moﬂabq"b& //—' / gq:xdy
SUBJECT:  HOWARD ZINN AouT & o A1
/ SPELMAN COLLEGE o I
ATTANTA; GEORGIA™ :
o e = i Y _p? Mif’i‘}‘z/
Moo 200 g Strima 4

On May 18, 1963, UPI, Wa hlngton, reported that Beri\.
Bernhard, Staff Director of the Commlssmn on Civil Rights, predicted that
the racial disturbance at Birmingham W(/){lld be followed by a greater conflict in
other cities. He was one of three panelists who addressed the 20th anniversary
meeting of the Capital Press Club, an prganization of Negroes working in the
communications industry, on the future of the American Negro., ,Others included
Pulitzer Prlze Cartoonlst/ Herbert IJ} Block of " The Washmgt@g. Post” ; Lerone |
Benne%sé Sen1or Editor of the "Ebon;é" magazine; and Professor——Howard Zmn,
Historf. Department Chairman of Spelman College, Atlanta. Zlnn was critic al»o;ffg
the Administration, the President and the Vice President conoernmg thelr'posmon
on civil rights. He also stated, Pur Attorney General is callous, and the- FBI

1ncomoetent to deal with civil rights problems.' Mr. Tolson noted, ''What do our
files show-on Z&nn‘?" =

INFORMATION IN BUFILES:

REC-91 /00 = Z 5 2/
Doctor Howard Zinn is Chairman of the Department of History and”
Social Science at Spelman. College, Atlanta, Georgia. Zinn, who is white, was
born August 24, 1922, at Brooklyn, New York, of Austrian and Russian born parents.
He served in the Umted Sfafes Armyirom T 943"’50 1945, He graduated from

New York University with a "Bachelor of Arts degree in 1951, received a Master of
Arts degree from Columbia University in 1952 and was awarded a Ph.D from that
schoolim about 1956. Dr. Zinn was employed by Spel man,, College;=a Negro

1nst1t‘,u ”1on, in 1956. 4 1963

Zinn has been the subject of a security ﬁweshthgatmn by the Bureau,

\u

Ei\ci d informants have reported that he was a member of the . CommunisSt Party in

New York from 1949 to 1953, He was known to be associated with communist front
groups in New York, 1nc1ud1ng the International Workers Order, the American
Peace Mobilization and the Committee of One Thousand. Zinn. was interviewed by
Agents in New York in 1953 and,19 4 He demeq, membershlp in the Communist
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RE: HOWARD ZINN W ‘

Party but admitted association with communist front groups. He described himself
during the interview as a liberal interested in civil rights bt claimed that he would
never be involved with any organization detrimental to the security of this country.

On November 16, 1962, the "New York Post" carried an article,
"The FBI and the Battle of the South, " which related to a report issued by the
Southern Regional Council (SRC), a body of white and Negro Southern leaders,
which reviewed the Albany, Georgia, racial situation. This report, which was
critical of the FBI civil rights investigation in Albany, was prepared by Dr.
Howard Zinn.

The SRC of Atlanta, Georgia, issued another report by Zinn con-
cerning the Albany racial stivation in January, 1962. In this report, as in the
November, 1962, report, Zinn sets out information in a slanted and biased manner
which is to be expected from an individual of Zinn's background. He was critical
of the FBI in this report, stating that in November, 1961, Negroes had been ordered
from a white waiting room of an Albany bus station, that this matter had been -
reported to the FBI and '"there was no apparent result." Another indident related
in this report dealt with the lack of FBI action in December, 1961, when a number
of persons were arrested by Albany authorities. ‘

It is to be noted that the 11-25-62 issue of ' The Worker" made
reference to Zinn's SRC repart concerning the Albany racial situation which reports
that Zinn lashed out at the FBI because of its inaction in relation to various
violations of civil rights of Negroes in that city. Zinn's comments concerning the
situation were again reported by ' The Worker" on Sunday, 12-2-62,

It is to be noted that as a result of the articles which appeared in the
""'New York Post' and " The Worker," Mx, DeLoach alerted friendly Georgia news~
papers concerning Zinn's background.

Zinn has also been active in protesting policies of this country
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