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March 27, 1961

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Director, Federal Bureau of _Investigat:|.on
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I am in possession @ publication which describes a school
by the name of "The ighlander Folk School" in Tennessee. This
publication also~%mm 1 was established in
September 1932, by Horton and Donald L. West, a Georgian with
a long record of affiliations with Commu.nist�front gmups.

I would very much appreciate all information the FBI may be at
liberty to give regarding this school, its teachers and its
purpose.

This publication also states that this school has continued
under close surveillance by the FBI therefore I presume you
may have some report available to the public.

My very sincere thanks.

Yours
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I ~ I have received your letter dated March 27,"&#39;
1961, and the interest which prompted
ceting with no is indeed appreciated, . ;»

� .your communi¢_»-. ~
. _ P 92. .-L_�� &#39; _: . 4

D

Hhiie I eouid like to he of assistance,
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI,
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 1
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations
or comments concerning organizationsanguhlicetions
or individuals. I en sure you will erstand the
necessit for this olic and will not infer thaty 92..our filei do or do got contain the information you,
desire. -&#39; * &#39;- � .&#39;,; - _ T v - &#39;_,-_->

92 " �- &#39; _- 4." � -&#39; .� ,1, .

. &#39; In view of your interest in the internal
A security of the Unite States, I em enclosing some

literature which you nay wish to reed. _�_ _ 5;-

- Sincerely youra,&#39;§
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The Highlander Folk School  HS! has been th %_~
subject of numerous allegations that it is a communist "
school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennessee,
due primarily to its racial character. These allegations
have not been substantiated. The Bureau is cognizant of
the numerous communist affiliations of personnel affiliated
with the HES. The Bureau has not investigated this organi-
zation. �1-7511-266, 267! " &#39; " g -_ _ &#39;

The following items of literature are being sent
e to correspondent: - ._ T J &#39; -. .&#39;;.-* »

1. �One Nation&#39;s Response to Communism�
2. �Communist Target - Youth�
3. �Communism and the College Student� »-;. _
4. �The Communists Are After Our Minds"
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-ro : Director, FBI �1-7511!
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mum: �M22/61

7! FROM-I -&#39; mac, Knoxville, �1-12!

SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FULK SCHOOL
IUNTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
IS C

///� Enclosed is original and tour copies oi
letterhead memo pertaining to Highlander Folk School
reflecting the latest legal action and decisions con-
cerning the suit iiled by the State oi Tennessee against
this school. This memo is being forwarded for completion
of Butiles.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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rhegCnattanoo"ag�eggerree gross, Shattenccga,
Tennessee, a daI1y puBI1ca¬Ign,�in the issue*or April 5,
1551, reported that on April 5, 1961, the Tennessee Supreae
Court upheld the revocation or the Highlander Salk School?!
general welfare charter and ordered the operating corporation
dissolved. It was reported that the Suprene&#39;Court&#39;a deci- -1
sion aeant that it must shut down operations unless it gets t
a stay order from the tats Court in order to further appeal
its case to the U. 8. Supreme Court. 1 _ ? = . -

&#39; The jghool�s charter was reported revoked on
two grounds: It RTON, Director and rounder or the a_
adult education institution, operated the school for his
own personal gain; intoxicating beverages were sold illegally
on the school prelisesr - o -= � &#39; ,

It was reported that the Qennessee Supreme
Court did not consider the 1902 State Segregation Law, stating
that it set necessary tor the: to pass upon the Genstitn-"
fiscal question as to the airing ct white and colored sale
and Ienale in the sale school, since Highlander had violated
other state laws. &#39;~ "-�,&#39;»?��=<i:¢�" .@~ .;i W A5;
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The case Ias tirst tried in Iebruary, 1960,
at which time the local State Court ordered the revocation
of the charter and the corporition diiiolted, hut illoied -
the school to operate pending the outcome oi an appeal. C

The Knoxville News-Sentinel, Knoxville, Tenn-
eeeee, a daily gu�licailon, in"iesue lay 5, 1961, reported
that the Tennessee Supreme Court had &led a petition to .
re-hear the controversial Highlander Iolk School case. It
was reported that in asking tor a re-hearing, attorneys tor
Highlander had argued the charter Ias&#39;revoked simply because
it was an integrated inititntien,

The article reported that the State Supreme .
Court in a recent opinion ignored the segregation question 1
and said the school should give up its charter because oi.
the beer sales and the tinding oi the Jury in regards to
HYLES HORTN, Director.

C &#39; It was reported that attorneys tor the High-
lander Folk School eaid they planned to carry the case to
the U. B. Supreme Court. p

The Kno:rille_Journal, Knoville, Tennessee,
a daily publication, in issue�Iiy�II, 1961, reported that
on May 10, 1961, the Highlander Folk School announced it
had authorized attorneys to take its charter revocation
case to the Supreme Court oi the United States. They sill
ask the U. 8. Supreme Court to hear an appeal oi a recent
ruling by the Tenneeeee Supreme Court rerohin the school�:

Director IYBES HORTON reported that meanwhile
the racially integrated school is operating as usua1_and
Iant seek was planning a nos South-wide Citizenship School
Program. �W C --e &#39; . e =@_.e
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For your infornation the Highlander Io lk School Ian,

organized in approxinately 1932 and is reportedly supported
primarily by donations from individuals and laho
the forn.of paynents for the students to attend

r unions in

its courses.

It offers courses of instruction in labor organization, social
economics and the general field of lahor education.
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and attended the Union Theological leninary, Uni
Chicago and the Cuberland University. He recei
degree at the latter University. lylee Borton_h
of the Highlander Folk School in approxisatelyil

According to Bureau files the Highland
has had Communist Party,  CP!»,lenbers on iti�st
followed the practice of welcoming couuniste;as
Due to its intcrracicl chcrcctcr it has hcec:thc
numerous past allegations that it represents�the
for communism in east Tennessee.&#39; These allegatl
been substantiated. An investigation was conduc
l94l�43; however, the reports have never been di
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and contain notes indicating that such of the subversive
derogatory information contained therein has been repudiated

ndividuale previously furnishing information.
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In view oi the ebove it does not appear desirable to
volunteer information concerning the Highlander Iolk lchool end
Horton to outside agenciee. If I request for lniornation �I
received in tbie regard, the identiiytng lntornetlon tn _ &#39;
peregrpphe two and three lay be furnished. ihe eubetence of
paragraphs tour end tire, however, lhould only be turniehed
orllly. . t e j = ;- - _--.. _ _ �é

1 -1?�

In View of the controversial nature of the organizatio
and Horton and the lack lo! lubatantiet

tione
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SUBJECT! HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

IS - C

dig/ S FROM ,= sac, KNOXVILLE �1-12! &#39;

/ ,,
I.92

The Knoxville News�Sentinel, Knoxville, Tenn.,
a daily publicatTon[*in issue of October 8, 1961, reported
that the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL at Honteagle, Tenn., announces
plans for a similar school in Knoxville, Tenn., to be located
in an old apartment building at 1625 Riverside Drive, Knoxville.
It was reported the Knoxville institution will be a research
and educational center which "insures the continuation of the

Highlander idea". it was reported that so tar as financially
possible, the Knoxville school will take over the previous C
educational program of the Honteagle School if the latter -

. is forced to close.

News media have reported the U. S. Supreme Court
refused to hear the appea1_of th§l�ighlan§gr_Eolk School_£rom
the decision of the Ten�gssee courts and fouad_f§5Ri§�l§ndEr
vi9Tated_.crim1&#39; m_hwm4h B;"r1é2ox¬d tn; school&#39;s
charter. H0R@Q3,A§uring the state trial, was aocused�of
operating_the.schoolIidfl�éis��iiiié�siiflfandflt&#39;was alleged
beer was illegally sold on the grounds. 3�" �"* Z

In the news article of October 8, 1961, it was
reported that the State Charter for the Knoxville School was 3
issued on August 28, 1961. }

MEMPHIS DIVISION, at Nashville, Tenn., will,
through appropriate state offices, verify the reported charter
of the Knoxville institution and will obtain from the charterrecords the purpose of the school, date charter granted, list 0
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.o i _ -I The October 13, 1962 m92;¢o.>£ &#39;th¢im;;;1ii¢";;;;ai, �
a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, &#39;1�ennessee,�"_i  .-
ccnLained an article captioned "Highlander Alters_Po1icies:.;
This article read in part as £o11ows;g_&#39;__  f = *  kg --1

� � , &#39; 1* " �--&#39; &#39;»*� - � 35- -.*&#39;_f&#39;-  e �,-""-l.&#39;.&#39;-0" &#39;§l_&#39;- &#39;3:  �_"&#39;~il_f¢�-__-l&#39;
� s 1 "Highlander Folk school, noted tor its pro-g;@§;~

communist leanings, has changed emphasis £rom_ "�&#39;��o&#39;
education of whites to accept integration to Teai� 3-~¢�q
agitation by a few Negroes in stirring up racial ;¢,g; J 1:
trouble by sitin and the like, it was learned �e 1�f95P1*~
yesterday. " - &#39; __ -- ";&#39;

. {* This w he gist of a speech given this�¢ := _ ?¢,
�v »¬eek bv Myles rton. Hiahlagderldizgntnrr to a group f"..-

i" l of 11 supporters of �ev.&#39;IauridBX:§§racken in Cin=c@*;Qfp&#39;
Qignatia. McCracken is a Preshyte n.minister,_under;jf5i
suspension, who was the treasurer or "0perati6ne§5q.&#39;i2*t

~ _ Freedom"_£or PTent City" in West 1gnnsssee.a Iew3;;; _,,-_
l months ago. He has a community church in_Qincinnati.f� "-

92 _ _-_ _� - ..�.u _V __-. ,-a,�..._, �-.-4.- _._ ll" _ �__J J�-$r__� H- - &#39;   .7 &#39;~ �-

I Highlander has been operating here at 162§:;;iHW: ;
Riverside Drive. It formerly was at Honteagle, r -~ �
hut was closed there several months ago by the f$§y{jf?
state. After that, Horton and a group obtainedf&#39;i; � � "
another charter from the state to function here.i§f$;"_

Horton, in his talk, told of a Negro Presbyeiof#f*-~~
7 terian Church in Knoville where the basement is}Jh§;§1@ir@[

nsed_as a cafeteria and meeting p1ace_£or Negro�*�;�jg;* *
" students irom University oi Tennessee, Iaryvillq*w�@g;¢;,c;

College and Knoxville College to plan integration *fi f;l -
activities. &#39;Upstairs&#39;quarters are used to house;33i£;Yf;"�
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Horton also told of the ?dif£iculties" High� � _l,�f
lander is having with Knoxville city ordinances passed -;v
to specifically hinder openntion of the left wing _,{5&-
institution. &#39; l &#39; * - -? 1 -i� _-~ : PF"-

. �l _ -: � .:&#39; _ _ _- __ _

u He told the meeting "a group oi labor leaders _L
who helped elect Mayor John Duncan Vent to the mayor <-
to protest the ordinances, but " all they got was lip
service." &#39;- . I . ~-
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Confidential Informant Knoxville T-2, another Govern�&#39;°
ment agency, advised that LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ, admitted former .
editor of the Daily Worker, an East Coast Communist newspaper, &#39;
and a former oTTIEIEI"6T&#39;fhe Communist Party, advised on November
21, 1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist,
but BUDENZ did not furnish iurther detai1s5_ J p_k _ é &#39;

- ~ - ~- &#39;. _, t .__ ._-1  .  .__ 4!

<. . The October s, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News-
Sentinel, a local daily newspaper published at KnoxvIIIe;_�
Tennessee; contained an article reflecting that High1ander&#39;A

1&#39; t i;<*f�Folk school had announced plans for a similar schoo a
Knoxville to be located at 1625 Riverside Drive. the artic}e&#39;f
identified HYLES HORTON as director of High1ander,;.lfe-.ff&1i~

&#39; - _ , .&#39;92d ,  _� �. &#39;.._ &#39; �-, - .-�_ &#39; 4., 9
&#39; -&#39; &#39;- - .- - ;i.-I - . . .- ---==<-  .1.--.
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The December 17, 1961 issue of the Knoxville Hews#*-

Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on Deceh5ef,IB,:.
I961, assets of Highlander Folk school, Monteagle, Tennessee;** "
were auctioned by the State oi Tennessee uriier a court decree,__
after the school-was�convi¢ted,o£ violating three Tenneseeei;�.~?*
laws and failed in appeals to the;Btgte and United States g, -i_"
Supreme courts;, .f;j.- .~, ,_j;v£ =,;; o.;.@, ,_, ,i=_,j &#39;

~. &#39;_- _. &#39;. ._  ; A-*- ii __ V� � �tr .P.�_,._  � " v,,;;.�¢&#39;-�_&#39;_.  r._&#39;-�A

-&#39; &#39;The July 8, 1962 issue oi_the Knoxville News-Sentinel."
contained an article reflecting the land"on�iEich�HlgE1ander�1 is
Folk School was formerly located had been sold at public auction_
under Court decree._ The article stated that HYLES HORTON, &#39; -&#39;
Director of Highlander during its entire existence, has moved 1-
to Knoxville, Tennessee, and has been granted a State charter_
for an organization called Highlander,Research and Educational -. . . . . o 4 t, ,_.._ _
Center. , __ ,&#39; &#39;_ " -- ~-=.l;-. ._u ; =e
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HIGHLAIDER FOLK QCKOOL

t co?h l6E�|AL |
Confidential In orsant Knoxville T-2, another &#39;a

government agency, advised that LOUIS rnancre nunanz, -
admitted iorser editor oi the Daily Iorher, an last Coast"
Connuniet newspaper, and a iorser-oi!IEIiI of the Cosunist
Party, adviaed on Iovenber 21, 1952, that the Highlander
Folk School vas pro-Conuniet, but BUDEIZ did not iurnish
iurther details.

The December 17, 1961 issue oi the Knoxville
News-Sentinel, a local daily newspaper publis�ei at
Knoxville, Tennessee; contained an article reflecting that
on December 16, 1961. assets oi Highlander Polk School,
ionteagle, Tenneaeee,_vere auctioned by the State of Tennesee
under a court decree after the school was convicted oi &#39;

violating three Tennessee lave and_£ailed in appeals to the
State and U. S. Suprese Courts.

This docunent contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions oi the FBI. ]It is the property oi the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to
be distributed outside your agency.
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� My  we -
ALL mronm/-mow CONTAINED

- �§§§&#39;".&#39;.§&#39;¥.&#39;1,�§&#39;~&#39;5.5.§&#39;¬lEl_ &#39;1

LH92lL_L;�Ll§�L.UY@E�fTEgg£¥92JP9Mr J� Ed ar Hoover Director J¢0&#39;¬&#39;C3.;L _//. . g

Federal Bureau of Investigation - ,,~92
U. S. Department of Justice Qff//
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Hoover:

After a telephone conversation with the local agent, yester-
day, I concludqgguhat, to be safe, Ild write you regarding a
document on the ighlander Folk School� Communist Training
School, Monteagl¬I"TE��1�WEIE�"E§mé"I�to my possession as
stated below and the advisability of showing it to friends and
acquaintances. I am active in politics.

This document seems to be particularly appropiate at this time.

Human Events was a publication subscribed for. In one issue there
was a paragraph to the effect that a document was circulating
in Washington, that was causing comment. This could be obtained
free of charge bguwriting to the Georgia Commission&#39;on Education,
¬20 Agriculture ilding, l9 Hunter Street, S. W., Atlanta 5,
Georgia. This I did and in return l received this 4 page spread
with text and pictures of this school. Editorial comment to the
effect:"0n the proceeding pages you have seen pictures of the lead-
ers of every major race incident in the South from �ay 1954 until ,
the time of this meeting, Labor�Day, 195? Week-end  August 50,51
and September l,2!_********* All or any part of this folder may be
renroduced by any person or organization with or without credit
being given to this Commission."

Georgia Commission on Education -%~
Governor �arvin Griffin, Chairman;~

_ Rf� an 5,i - . &#39; � Hrdl

i_f !%li�{1l r.,  v%%ii�§etarY. _
Martin Luther_;f g,_3ev. A§_rQgth re among many others pictured .
There are arse numerous references $0 the activities of the N. A._
A. C. P. In view of what is going on now, this folder with its .
reliable information, seems useful today. ,____ f

|"&#39; . . -I-an-I

I shall be grateful for any advice you can Qivwlmfa 1963
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, Your letter of July 10th has been received. - -

92

With respect to your inquiry, the FBI, being an _
investigative agency of the Federal Government, neither makes &#39;-
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity ~;~
of any organization, publication or individual. In addition, lniorma-
tion in the files of this Bureau must be maintained as confidential

pursuant to regulations oi the Department of Justice and is available
for official use only. I am, therefore, unable to comment in the _ _
manner you sn£ceBted- I hope yon um u_.ndgs.La..nd my position- " &#39;-�-ii-w J--� ��§av�¢-�-1 -

._  1&#39;

i" A $i11<="&#39;=1H°"&#39;=¢ALLINFORMATIONCONTAINED
_  Iitdgaznm, HEREIN SYil:iCLASSIF|ED

" DATE; s ll BY_$v5

.75�//r 5g   l .my1s,&#39;10sa  Yip
..1-s

cgMM.FB] - &#39; * a   - _ D1IOOtOI &#39; _ 1��    1&#39;

1- E1117

-17-1:� __ .__
Bllmonl _-............._
 l
.-*.., -4.
Coils.-hm __...._.
C-0:lrqd ...__i.i
Delwuch ___Z._

NOTE &#39; No

 nuotgelcontfnued on next page! H3 ¬ ,3 Lu -2
t W r »

%  ~ E&#39;s... _   5- &#39;~EI*;;®v£c1o:», .J , u of 773/Q1 SM

John Edgar Hoover  7*� T ¢.-.1¢l*$&#39;S�L§

9/as »./.".*, .
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Dear Mr . Director : _. K .

I am enclosing a leaflet which was included in the offici
hearing record on S. 1.732, the Administration&#39;s Public Accommo-
dations Civil Rights bill. 92 It was submitted by the Governor .
of Mississippi, Ross Barnett, as part of_his statement to demon-
strate that the recent racial demonstrationsoin the South and V
elsewhere are inspired and organized �by communists. _ &#39;

ill

authenticity of the picture, the status of the organization
Could you at the earliest possible tiine advise me of the Q ""� I >

3 �printing it  the Ge �a Commission on Education!, the nature &#39; - l
I 92

and character of th�ghlander Folk School of gggnteagle, Te,- -�-�--vd " --<-&#39;---8--1-�.-11;.-.£
nn. ,

as well as any other �facts that mi �t Be pertinent in ev ua &#39;- -
ing the implications of the material.

A reply with the return of the leaflet for inclusion in the
record would be very helpful. My thanks in advance &#39;

.1

Personal regards. _

V Sinrcerely your
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"i<.f_:h�:A-3 Chairman 92
"�  16 /&#39;15../!;_ . o

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover e NOT RECORDED _..92 f*;.-
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Memorandum �*&#39;,,;,-_"&#39;"&#39;I--s .To = Mr. W. C. &/ &#39; I>A1"1= July 18 19639 .
i i &#39; -A 7e&#39;.&#39;:.a"__._.__-1*

non : R. W. Smithx/f5 ijjf_ 92 &#39; &#39; I

&#39; sunjzcrz &#39; REQUESTS FROM SENATOR WARREN G. MAGNUSQH
� AND CONGRESSMAN JEFFERY COHELAN
CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGI&#39;I.&#39;ATION �

Reference my memorandum dated 7/18/63, captioned as above,
acknowledged receipt of letters and enclosures from Senator Magnuson and -
Congressman Cohelan and informed them that their. requests are being forwarded
to the Attorney General for his consideration. - ..

- rSenator Magnuson requested information as togt�z authenticity of _a_
92 phojesrarih.<1f.Mer�s..Lut11er.K1ne and 0*-here taken at th  k.%%

_th&#39;e status of the Georgia Qommis_sion_ on_E_ducatio_n_wh.ich printed the photograph,
a;i1d"i:1iormation�E-elating to themliighlander Floll_:_,§ghqo_l_._ Congressman Cohelan .
also reqi1�ested&#39;inf0rn:1*atidf1"&#39;r&#39;ega�rEiing�King&#39;_and the school. .

&#39; ;Q~

information concerning the Highlander Foik School and those in the S
photograph with King--Abner Winston Berry, Aubrey Williams, and Myles Horton»-
was furnished to the Attorney General by letter dated 7/ 17/63, captioned T�
"Martin Luther King, Security Matter-C, Racial Matters." A

The enclosed memorandum contains additional informatlonior the
Attorney General. &#39; &#39;- &#39;

c � j

� 92

The Georgia Commission on Education, a leg"-isla�ve investigating �ro�
of the State oi Georgia, sent a photographer to a seminar at the Highlander Folk
School over Labor Day, .1957, to take still and motion pictures of individuals and
activities. Later the Commission published these photographs in a large liolder. .

Enclosures»4-&#39;-<-*ih7�/gr;-&#39;1 &#39; - _ _ i  &#39;
. BFCOR -- Mr. Belmont A _ � Mr. M;_A. Jones 5 Nga 241953 .

mr 1ur.-.1-.1- &#39; 1m-&#39; Ba ggrdner  I F"5 mi�. LIAUUJ l  , .. -h "�-" � - �-�V= -�-urn _
Mr, Delpach &#39; .;..,- � Mr. Bland . __&#39;,,,_ A

.. M1-_ Evans ~ - Section tickleri , t � . - .; -

-Mr.Sulliva.n &#39; � --10? -2
P A &#39; �  In l4_ - - __l

&#39;92,:§a��!°~b A   -ALLINFORMATIONCQNTAINED _ . / A
- &#39; HEREI A -. " e�-*1- S 9ATE&#39;Y,&#39;f.g2!.gL§.S§&#39;E.EQ.-. I . " &#39;
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Memo Smith to Sullivan
Re: REQUESTS FROM SENATOR WARREN G. MAGNU$0N

AND CONGRESSMAN JEFFERY COHELAN
- CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGITATION -

Information in our files shows that Abner Berry, Aubrey Williams,
and King were present at this Labor Day seminar at the school. King was quoted
by a press service on July 13, 1963, as having admitted that he attended the 25th
anniversary celebration of the school in 1957 and that the picture of him was
apparently taken during this visit. � &#39;

RECOMMENDATION: - _  ,

That the enclosed letter be sent to the Attorney General.

92,_

~21 n r

I

O

I
i



. 92 _
. -r- �

ti...»  .__.
0-&#39;�"--&#39; -I "L &#39;.¢
-._� 1� 1%.,�

K 92 -R
-,2 .=."&#39;.:§�.7 -_-_

-:� V?�  �:
= ;;=�_-.�-.&#39;; ;.

;.= 5 1;;
 &#39;J~=§�
1�--:"_--_  -Q.
92- -.{j._...;
92;I ." P-&#39;7 L�.92 }_ �_-. .&#39; LI�
I15:-Y fat-i&#39;,&#39; ,&#39;L&#39;Y"&#39;
3!�-92:-_> up .

1_ - ,_. r_ »

�"7.--,,,___. ,
t-&#39;. r &#39;--�-*7 .

.  -- .~

�Ti-92.�-..
.,, - .
-- �*5.

�.&#39;;? 9"?!-
iégg i»¥;I &#39;- I� &#39; -� .

"&#39;--_�!�"w92I
K >1

 -F. -

11-47

P asrr &#39;

¬&#39;|,>.;:-1;
.p,.,

»_&#39;. �_&#39;.l.f
...&#39;_.--.
_; .. .-

&#39;� "1-1.� - 92

tans
>- �*a::&#39;:;;;&#39;
-é+=?"- -�.- &#39;*

i
�."&#39;C"§ &#39;
11",: _
!&#39;~T.&#39;2"¥ &#39;_ -F» ._......_..-....

, 92..-,__-,,..
=3  4 -_ 11

_1,._y.--u�
- ..

.�§-_i&#39;:. _;
-1.

f:,;&#39;-&#39;:*;&#39;� " S-Ti,, t. , 1

K._�j�;" -j
K ~7

1"7s�-2?-�:?.:;�-Fax� _

~ 4&#39;1�

-v,1� � ,0 ,

. . 92 .9292  -. . .,
:»q--.=_.-_..: , n-1,  ~  _ �_: f. L, _ J -

U

k

&#39;,_-.~ r-.~ , ; t .».;_-.¢:_-.. .-----1, --&#39;-

g -1-... -&#39;-�i--.-.
E LA.! hilt;

; manner
1

H J .f.�.~ ��  &#39;-.=,: -:-�w .
- " .. t- ~1.-.- � .-..*-1--.".-� {&#39;-~.=.- 1:,-w

&#39; -.~. . 4 n-  . i - .  t.-.~._ --�..fs.L!-3=¬1I$2-�i~&#39;~éfff&#39;15�-,���*1"§"~.-3151»%:q_r�§.L"§¢Z1=&#39;;.,,� - &#39; » 1.  ,  ~ 1- -~ 1,.  ;&#39;_ ._--.1-; - =-&#39;--� -&#39; &#39; ..---&#39;.__--1 �l&#39; s �   " - &#39; -.--92._ v.--&#39;._-&#39;. -,..;_,- .--._&#39;- -�»�_.q-&#39;.- .¢~-_.~,,-~r1�,..-�__-. -1&#39;.->&#39; ....---.-.<1�   I921�  ..

; &#39; � r- �:-- -�-..~.�-�L13, f-&#39;1 &#39; : -,
p 4; _,-�H ~_&#39;J_~ 92�.,&#39;-&#39;-1}�-E"? &#39;,,"§&#39;*�2 .92&#39; -.&#39;~: &#39;_&#39;  _&#39;.

.~ _ _ - _ _¢ ~_ _-  . , :1 -. .-1-.~-.;--&#39;,:_-:-1.",1-_.-,;_._-. Ir r-"_ .~ ,&#39;.� ;-&#39;= -=-.--."p__-_- *-Y� ;f-."&#39;Y ;   &#39;:"_�_.:~,� _&#39;
- - -&#39; - �-   -;=&#39;  &#39; �V  "  .I� s- .&#39; -:- -&#39; .&#39;Y-5"=�-�:1-.1�-;-HM.-r-=:&#39;/&#39; =»""&#39;-:=--7"-�i&#39;_-.r&#39;h.�L-&#39;.� £*&#39;a--�-  &#39;- " - � -"T
� _ . .  .._ . _�  __ A&#39;_*J;___.__::_�_, ._.__|___4._, . L_.¢_ -..:j.- ...-__-92,;~__..__...¢ ,,.ti__E __ ,,_*_,"__,_;:�;j_g_¢ __,___~ -__ _.:� ;>_E_._

. 1
I

»- . 92 i
omorin IDln no. an 1-5. an-nu -_:&#39;.
nu nu: roman " 92"
 AA Gin. 1:6. NO. ii

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

R/f,. l - 1"-elnont
.1�/.16 1 _M°hr

&#39; 1 - DeLoach

To =w. c. s 111*� 1>m= 7118/as
I " *1?�-9",.� as 92:c=JmA119211;.n 1 - Evans
RO.921 :R. W;    &#39; Sullivan1T�TE BY  1 &#39; J°�es



4-750 �7-79!

is

XXXXX X
XXXXXX

FEDERAL BIJFIEMJ OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPQ DELETED PIGE INFORMATION SHEET

Pagels! withheld entirely at this location in the �le. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

ljéeleted under exemptionlsl E4 7  �%  with no segregable
F�!

1:!

El

P-*1
L ._i �For your information: __, ,

material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Docuu1ent s! originating with the following government agencylies! . ,,,_
__ _ , ,_ __. r .____. , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page s! referred for consultation to the following govemment agency�es!; iE.,i____.._
_________. _  _, ___ as the information originated with them. You will

al m the FBI.



+750 :2-7:19! &#39; � "

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

�L Pagets! withheld entirely at this location in the �le. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

I-/Deleted under exempti0n s! i  CZ _ with no segregable
material available for release to you.

El Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Cl Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[3 Docurnent s! originating with the following government agencytiesl _ e _ W _, We To
7 i   . was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

_i__ Page s! referred for consultation to the following govemment agency�esl; no
____ __ _ as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI.

_..__._c..._. Page s! withheld for the following reasontslr

{For your information:  F!-Q5  _%:T}:1I I./ab 2A/2 7 W
If? e followin r is to be u ed for reference regarding these pages:

	 1 - P! _ o 0 01.2
!|2�_J___ QR 4/ _

XXXXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

g DELETED PAGE S!
no DUPLICATION FEE

!Z_}Q§XX_}  x FOR THIS mes
XHXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXX



I� ~92J/Ill� elr
as u; u 1 #_ an�.

mu Your�No, 122 _ 1 � � �jf

llll92I92l!&#39;

llllll ,

$wg��H§§Q? w

*

c a1

mlxes e 1nsp1red_
BY NEIL GILBRIDE

WASHINGTON July upportem of President Kennedy�; cm! rights
gaslatnon have challenged Southern governofs chum that current Negro

&#39;|&#39;.l0l1S are �largely umst inspired. -
Sen. 3.3 like D-Okla. said ihe Federal "Bm&#39;u92r1&#39;|l&#39; irvelhgl�ml

ould be asked for any mf anon it has relevant to the statement of Gov Boas
&#39;I&#39;WVFA192 Barnett of Hlssxssippi Fri-

day in testlmony before the
Senate Commerce Commit

 _. J&#39;-11-!�»&#39;; .1� v-_* �.5. 33 W - &#39;-*1&#39;§ 92.� _. &#39; &#39; -  =- ~ &#39;.= 5
- - t 2--� .-  .
H21?� &#39;. ="&#39;!&#39;-. -&#39;
&#39; _t,. a, if I &#39; _-1&#39; -, -
L 92-_¢_¢_e ;_ ---_<_- fr. . , -- ,1-

�  &#39;. e;  I. &#39; I "1

-._._  :&#39;;--  _�!_§�;__T-H - �kw�: �;f_h
s.�-=-git >1»-. �  ,= e -

._ .--f92g§_  _�;.&#39;.&#39;.~:_I. "i..<*§f1�-&#39;---&#39;-. � ..i- &#39;.- &#39; <-._ 9&#39; _

2&#39;»-N.�,,n,iM;_ti



~: - �-; &#39;< ._;-_. -- &#39;  :. _.

-J. .."-3:� . H: �  �*- _�!.""-

� � __--_ -92~_ _ - _ � .-
,  1&#39;--&#39; .�_,.~=.;iT�_ &#39;-..
aw %~%gwg %~�; _ . _ -.;
*3� ,, _ r 2&#39; @3-

v» - �- §_ � q &#39;92

*-n&#39;i�i:�_&#39;P -2 1¬*_&#39;gI;�t":_,"T>§
�U.-_� Vii;-.~"  ,-é.i,~..&#39;,*�~ _ �- &#39;0-n

WM I 4m *3:

&#39;92 >�-+  " 92

i &#39;m==v
    �"5!

  ~+=1-IM-ww *--<1»
E? ii. _ L� la. �, �1 Aim: I. lam pi Ike  aural

T7  :!�£n};g   m Sai�or

linninghuln, Mm, &#39;Scl|.|f||6!| JQIY 13¢

Imuw
. ?%   , _ H M  _ A

Q1

5 �n
.hlhnnI £-°""m=""&#39; *

Hun, Q�

IIRIII ll

S

1..

;a

,� RT  �
_ . ,  �L

and tic

I

;&#39;.&#39;**.". ht�! Z� M
~:_   _

§- &#39; I11", N�ili

  Yrai 11;,

t .K&#39;,;.5="&#39; mi-.§j�

�



,+-... .
,1»:.r--

&#39;.9;.fi;;&#39;;_ _&#39;-IQ- " "92� 92!J n:&#39;.""l&#39;~ &#39; �.."
-r-.:" ."<.¢&#39;.1 A. _;._ _, --.
2"  -92&#39;92 -
-,.-3.�. .;;_&#39;_1

"7 �-� t�-a".�
�  {&#39;92.

-si -L1 .=."&#39;v-.&#39;u 92-92_. =3 �-
r�-:&#39;~ Y� _� "92
. .1» --.,
�;-.-..~92" 3.-
:1.7:-&#39;.&#39;{.5 �.�.3,--|,_ -.__ �
_...92__;_.�_ ~__-e -�E

{iff-
 ir� &#39;13�?
�1&#39;;"�.*-hi.-5 P� �

&#39; "� -:-&#39; ,: F"

-..- 4_ -
s .»;=**-is-.

"8
I  .�,*{�_:,-

. _ -.�.__;E,
-&#39;3 ,5� &#39;
. . .-&#39;;,*9*..: "--; L.---1&#39;
.-&#39;,.~=

 -;-; .*;.vs-.,

1-  - _ a
}"l&#39;:&#39; &#39;- .

33.;  =t-�r.
~.92;&#39;:.�.&#39;?;

E &#39;*..%F-E1

_|:. "92 5-F.-_-_";&#39;_ if V
*2 ~ ~&#39;

-�Iv
-92. .i,-was ._.s iv.

- - 1�
"F," . -&#39;..-&#39;a- _,&#39; .92

1. -�_ . -._

&#39;¢�:e&#39;--+;.-mi

5; _&#39;:. »92--1
w - -4

iii.-2;-5,
K� ._ _ :7 l

&#39;:&#39;§_".. . �
�Far;
-" -_-�Z ."-�;~

-.»-....-

aw
n-

e :- 15"?

::&#39;*.t V�.�."- ,

~<9292..

?i%fi,;i~1=2
*-in-=:v -
_§�:.>-&#39; ~-7%!T - 1 i

_"~»�i.£a~":?E-r�i&#39;3
.-___; ,92_ {ofIa� --5 I ,
:~,92.LS: ;_ &#39;_-5;! 1:1.
-:"A$�.{&#39;5 " "3
_.__ , &#39;=..92!92�- .-

.,-.,92- _.,.1---"- -i-sag ~:�&#39; _,-_?n..._.-.1.-n_£#&#39;-�
I J� I

0- I

+*~�§°§�,,§ é /r--<"&#39;7>"// - rm   s_e=~=»=-
or

/

inc

-»¬»&#39;?c.,s

92

>"92

ml.�/_
~~_.lf§

Telnet: ..._._.._.i

Y his �$1 5 - l l ~ s u
;;;;,, 2     t * 0RMAT|�0!�!CONT� e , r.  =�

A1953 DATE=ZI£]1:&#39;__BY�  - t. -

.  .|__~._  . »

X, A &#39;  MI.
1. * . 5

, , -- ..�,»*_

. - . 1.. 92__ __,.,92~ .&#39; -:1». _ 92.~a_ . -v

; ,4  _A _ �__. - - -x. J J ; ,_ �~"-�1~;"-&#39;4-Io

I
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D  I - --I� - n� I!�  _ KI!� _- �Iv-I� V-
� 1 received your letter oi J&#39;uly_15, ma, with

- enclosures, and I want to thank you for your kind prayers; &#39;

Although I would like to be od service, the FBI
being an investigative agency oi the Federal Government neither
makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or

integrity oi any organization, publication or individual. I_ regret
I am unable to be of help in this instance and I hope you will not _&#39;
inter either that we do or do not have data in our files relating T

to the subject oiyour inquiry. . he  _ P: _-   &#39;_=;_._� _.�_;:>- .-.._ E. J .-a _.: .. * , . �.> -_ = _ _r   _ D , __ ,1
&#39; &#39; _

.2 -0  *&#39; &#39; - _ Sincerelyyours,  .-J" _
1- �F "" M-

1� ~ --__-, iI.Ed Hoover:  "�~ er A ;Q"� � r &#39;

.  21953 &#39;. John Edgar Hoover _ _ e &#39;ndim-in h� Director - * 3
7 F s . _ .  _
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Schd�  HFS! has been the subject of numerous allegations thatit is a
""&#39;t&#39;:&#39;o&#39;i�munist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennessee,
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due primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been
b ta tiated. Th Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist affiliations

HFS.

SH S Ii 8

oi personnel a�lliated the The Bureau

eturecl. at

of
l92u-I
|"92I

J

0! corresjJ0ndent&#39;s church. 3� 15�



., "

&#39;5�  . __,.
-3�._"&#39;ib�

- ,:=<-.":
.? .1-"iv

.1 .
..- .- ~_.1.
.11.--�.�_» _ ;&#39;_-.
.1»-Y."-:�. r-1
. -,� &#39;1-_,.., - E1.� _

="!;�-.-::-;5_.=i
,1--|_�§&#39;-;..l&#39;_.*;
-r�-zy-�.-&#39;92..

s. H "
.,_

-�-oz. »~I
-...

.* -.- v

:&#39;__. -�wt &#39;
&#39;-ear.

.11"
_.

~_.

"-4
sky-

"&#39;» 5 _.»;;
.&#39;..&#39;.-in-I

"&#39;._-g. Q

.5 ,&#39;
.._,;:�_."".w&#39;�_ ,1� -5if-a. &#39;- i

&#39;r -"

. , ,4

2-&#39;--=~_"-"2
+£;3>&#39;.§7�¥fii_;
 _ ,,-;
.-,. . -as

� - l92&#39;l&#39;
1;. .1

&#39;- &#39; »r
I U; "

2*? *5
¬�.-�.551:

�&#39; win�

EA pi�
, .. ..A_.. .
¢"_j§�,,. ;..¢1§&#39;,&#39;;" -H ""75.�t,92--| . H�
wké .&#39;r":.":
;&#39;-- r_.=_. ,&#39;-.» 4* .-.~&#39;-,.-.

»
H�

¢-

. 92_.

.. 92.- Mil 92_l 4 V �H0 ~-

_.:5<.&#39;.�;__-12 I ._  ,-  . _ ,  , �
°"°"" """ "°&#39; " �  " _ 1.1.... ii .

V umrsn s&#39;r/vrns oov  ~ »~: 5.1.... _
Capri?-

anMemorandum S ::."..:::_&#39;
92 .1&#39;0 ; i MI�. l! |&#39;l DATE: 7-19- 63

92-ii , ;...:.__-~_;~_-
. _ -1-. __non . D. C. Morre1Q|/5 A/JP�/&#39; F 1-

~@7c, j
._ p- _,-37:,

By letter to the FBI dated 7-15-63 concerning "Reds In-0ur&#39;
Capital" and directed to "Gentlem or Jackasses, " captioned individual
furnished her views concerning tha-Hg� hlgggder Folk School. She traced ~,
its history and quoted a Tennessee newspaper article OI 1539 which sé�
out "It is a center, ii not the center for the spreading of Communists� F
doctrine in 13 Southeastern States. � She praises Gpvernor Ross Barnett P� "
of Mississippi for his wonderful stand on civil rights and criticizes th¬FF�Bhz I�-
as being geak and indi�erent. She concurs with Governor Barnett tha Jews; .
are mostly regppnsible for our present day ills and refers to Martin Luther _ *
King andggtheisfas "niggers. " In addition to this school, she attacks gee
NAACP and observes it should be banned from the U. S. and its assets ized."

j�. .1-n
-- :

5 is W TION. � - Q/
Due to her in�ammatory language and unfounded attacks on the ~

FBI, this letter should not be acknowledged. I ;_.
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UNITED srxrss GOVE MENT

Memorandum ,m,___
TO : Mr. W. C. 5�4j33E� f nnrzz July 26, 1963

Tollcm _...._.i
Bcilnnnt ..._....i
Huh: _i_
Casper ..........i
Callahan i._

5&#39;.-as __.......i
Gale .........._,i
Bonn _...._._......._._
BBIHVC ._.i_
Tenn! __...._.._

rnom : Mr. F. J. Baumgardner 1 : 2;: gg�éizggner »2�1;m
<9   �� &#39;4-Mr jg Mm

$76�suqscn .§¥§HLANDER RES§dB§H_AND .
@u m
,KN0XYlLL5inl§B§§§§§§
Inronniffon CONCERNIFIG &#39;7&#39; &#39;
 INTERNAL secuamr! t . _ .

A review of the file on the Highlander Research and Education

Center, formerl 0 erate s th§&#39;§igh1andg1_E91§;§£hool at Monteagle,
Tennessee, Ea§ %een made&#39;a�d�Tt IS recommended that no security-type
investigation be conducted since this organization is primarily involved
as a training ground in the integration movement in the South. It is
believed, however, that we should obtain the names of all officers,
teachers and students of this organization so that a check of Bufiles
can be made.

H�lmll L

The Highlander Folk School was founded in 1932 by Myles Horton
I who continues as director of this grou- and b Donald Lee West

l. __ _ _ __,__ I I &#39; l- -&#39;l -ll&#39; -, o_ was 5Hpp0r_eg -; gl _ _ _ i ions in the
form of payments for students attending courses of instruction in labor
organizations, social economics and the.genera1 field of labor education

communists as students. No courses, however, were ever offered in
communism nor has the CP ever succeeded in gaining control of the Sch

It has had Communist Party  CP! members on its staff and has accepted£Af
o

Due to the interracial character of the School, it has been

the subject of numerous allegations that it represented the headquarters
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan

RE: HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND .

EDUCATION CENTER

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE
61~751l g &#39;

0n 2/16/60 the charter of the Highlander Folk School was
revoked by the State of Tennessee as the School was operating "a private
racially integrated school� in violation of the Tennessee Code making
it unlawful to allow white and colored persons to attend the same
institution of learning. Horton subsequently opened the Highlander
Research and Education Center, Knoxville, Tennessee, which continues
in existence.

This organization has continuously been involved in the
integration movement and as a result charges are being continuously made
that it is "communist." These charges are based mainly on the opinion
of individuals making the charges that being prointegration is being
procommunist.

This organization in June, 1963, was again involved in an
incident involving the arrest of 28 white and colored men and women
after a raid on a camp site near Maryville, Tennessee. This camp was
being operated as a branch of the Highlander Research and Education
Center and was being used as a workshop to train individuals for the
integration movement.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the attached letter to the Knoxville Office be approved
instructing that the names of all officers, teachers and students
connected with this organization be obtained in a very discreet manner
and furnished to the Bureau. No active investigation is to be
conducted. �

.» 92»_"{{/I �*1
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the names furnished to the Bureau as aoon,n_a _possibl&#39;e.~  "-

NOTE: __ -  _  &#39;_&#39;
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Referenced letter instructed Knoxville to discreetly
obtain the nases of all oiiicers, teachers, and students

oi Highlander Folk School  BS!,

currently connected with Highlander Research and Education
Center  HREC!. The Bulet instructed Knoxville to conduct no
active investigation and to insure that_obtaining these names
did not become a matter oi public into tion.

mmc 1; located at 1625 rside Drive, Knoxville,
Tennessee, and its directer is HYLeq,HORTGH{ leng=ti:e directer

Ionteagle, Tennessee. The - ,
Bureau is aware that assets oi BIS were auctioned by the State
or Tennessee in 1961 under court

oi violating state lass. , F Ior

decree aiter HIS was convicted
92 .

The physical facilities oi this institution consist
oi one large former residence and a small adjoining structure. I
IYLBS HORTON and his site reside

lieved that ether eerecns reside
from tine to tise.

On 8/28[6l, a State oi
Charter was issued to ERIC, Inc.
on the charter are:

Dr. scorr an-as
nus sorrow

"1 Miss nan snares

*~~ Y� _ Ir. EUGENE uwnnr
E...-" liss mm IcCAIPB8l.L

1&#39;, I I
92§ �92Ar

Q
� J

on the premises and it is be-
there en e tenpcrery basis

��_._

Tennessee General Ieltare

The incorporators listed

Ii

. J J.

W � ,J_¢ 92
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On 6/ll/54, the Bureau instructed Knoxville to sake
no contacts whatsoever at Highlander Folk School, lonteagle,
Tennessee, and that no discussion, pro or con, shonld be ii�i
with any individual regarding this school.

These instructions were issued iollowing complaints
against Bureau Agents by IYLES HORTON. These instructions have
been assumed to apply to the Highlander Research.and Education
Center, since it appears to_be nrely a continuation of High-
1an§gr%§glk School under a slightly different naseI���" � T

&#39;I&#39;n1~ the R1111-eats�! infnrlllitinn, �DIP -ls: ln nrfr-nu-&#39;|I

controversial subject in this area and has been the subject
oi numerous articles in one local newspaper  The Knoville
Journal! purporting to show connections betseen Communism
EEH��iEC and between HEBC and the Presbyterian Youth Center
at the University of Tennessee. The Knoxville Gffice fre-
quently receives inquiries iron persons in varios walks of
lite requesting iniorsation re HBEC and wanting to know it
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In the absence of specific Bureau instructions,
Knoxville sill continue to comply with iureau instructions
issued 6/11/54 and will not conduct any investigation shat-
soever or attempt to develop any sources to Iurnish inter-
nation regarding lighlander Research and Iducation Center.

b

1



4-750 �-7-79!

_=9;

E]

E]

C]

T]
l._l

-� 92 1.; ..

ll...»-� j- XXX

XXXXXX

FEDERAL Bl.IFIEll.I OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

KXXXXX

XXXXXX
XXXXXX

Page s! withheld entirely at this location in the �le. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

5/   -4&#39;7C/
Deleted under exemptiorns! _t _ __  i _ _i___ with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to 8 third party; Your name is listed in the title only.

Pagelsl withheld for the following reason s!:

Documentlsl originating with the following government agency ies! . __ t t 1 _ ,__;_d ;_ t

_ _ __ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Pagelsl referred for consultation to the following govemment agencyliesl; ind
_ _ as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI.

"For your infomiation: _i _ _ _ _ g___ _

number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

J! &#39;92 E�!    iI _

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
DELETED PAGE S!

NO DUPLICATION FEE

F OR THIS PAGE
XX392&#39;XR�XXX&#39;X&#39;A&#39;X&#39;x



:1!-

921&#39;.¢
.--<"-;..=.-

&#39; T-~"...r-.92 ,
I

.. - i  -    ..- --&#39;. " ;l#&#39;I-:.&#39;-�I-1-1".�"=�5"-;.-L" 1�-&#39;�.;s ¢."�7�|:�~&#39;i3-T-&#39;  92" -�?"&#39;-".":"&#39;~-i --_ �______-� ._.92, 92-.,..__&#39;_ , &#39;92 ., �,.,_-92. r./- . 1,, _,r~�s:92:�_;_. {p�v_,,-§?vv:>�:-.~I¢ yf�-Jri.. . - » " - . .-- ~; * � Y� - .-.-. -�.&#39; � -"r&#39;-�&#39;-- &#39;1-7-�I--"&#39;- 1- A.-.-"&#39;=~, &#39;- - . A _-  t J  I =.-._-_  ,  K .&#39;;&#39;92�_.,-2.�. _ _..&#39;¢--- _-.�-&#39;_- .-$-,-_L&#39;4_-;-92�,=5_.*92-� !;;. P;--F5�; ,�=<;,,;&#39;. 1;:-"  -T�-T:;��?&#39;--" -1:?� -- .&#39; . _&#39;~-if &#39;.   ~ __  =~ &#39;_, ,__.  _" . _� &#39; __*.., ;- .-&#39; ,-92..-&#39;~= _.-- _ w_ -;-_..,<». -92_�-,-- .  _,,&#39; _ -~-;.- ---1. ,. _ 5.,--.� no &#39;:r."- -:;_:_ - . ,-_ � &#39;=r -   p 2~ _.»  ~. &#39; ._.   _   . -&#39; &#39;i-  &#39;- "-1"� �- &#39; :.--.-"  i-= "-7 �.-  5*" "  - ~ 5-  ¢�---�= -&#39;- ~  - &#39; -&#39; --
---&#39;» - -I -- - _.- ._.&#39;,-i.~ .i.._.&#39; -  .|..:_._..¢&#39; - .

¢ | �

s.r:-m__-.5 - ----. 92� ,&#39; ~92 , � .
92

|~cP_._ 4, _-3
- | 92&#39;_."

a -.1!�

-_ &#39;-�F:-J ;�-�.
 :?_  :-
1:1"-; ii-~-».-." :1.-r
,&#39;».- -E�-_-/2"

"ii  53-
!~:~¬�.
. 1; % ,.92. .

._-1
92

-1<:-91-.&#39;
__,".,

349$?-.
;

*1?
1-1"�!
r_i,,.

&#39;5 - .&#39;3&#39;£,92-

.&#39; &#39;1-.1
a &#39;.

2-5 i ".
+--_»

__.,.~

a

,-

ii,-1.

§1.;~:"

5:35;�.
1�.-5,4.
&#39;.* :1�

92

" Hr. &#39;l&#39;o&#39;  -92 &#39;  Bel
..rer....._.

M n�1ahan__

_� - n� _�,| Hr..reIII&#39;I18.�.l!&#39;J&#39; ZU� J-70!-I _  zfgigchg
. Ga.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED :1: 233;:
HERHN iS_"NCLASSiFi£DDATE.3]>[%�+ 5Y  . M

"&#39; G|ndy__.

Hr
Ir. T:-otter.-.._

$98: $3 =
!l.r= J: Ede;-r  "

1 Room...
HoImel.._

Q � H-�.1.-. --.---=Federal Bureau of Investigation .
Washington D. C-

Many things are bothering ac, and so I an coming to you with a
few of �aem, hoping for some help. &#39;

 a! Why can&#39;t something be done to oust Dean Rusk and a few
other REDS Irma our State Department�! Ditto Hacllanara. 92
What is he doing for the defense of the u.s.n Surely 8? m
causing the coun�-�Y to quietli dies:-ii is not defense of »" "
_o_u_1_; country. What about the Chairman of the Unqlmerican
Activities? H-qr are we slowly Hating may under this
Communist subversion??? Can we recover in time?

O

ii,
Why cannot Earl Warren be impeached? He votes in favor/r
of the Reds - and now the covewup of the testimony
of Oswald&#39;s widow, The American people who pay taxes
are entitled to the truth.

I enclose photocopy of a letter I received from TIDE.
Will you please a se whether the U.S. Government didactually clear m mmg a
Communist organization? I understan e school was
closed, but re-opened elsewhere.

 bi

 c!

_ &#39;32
&#39;1&#39;];/B.1�!92E you for writing Ins, I an 1 mm worker in the consmvuxviz l�
Republican party. 1 __ -&#39;"2=;""&#39;1 1 7Sincerely /S / /
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Dear _�_

Mr. Hoover read your letter oi February 30th and -

the enclosures. _._ -  I V ; .1  _     ,_

He asked me to advise you um the re! 1| strictly -3
investigative agency of the Federal Government and neither Ill Q�? .
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or mic;-$72
of any organization, publication or individual. This Bureau dew 5 e
not issue clearances, and in view of the foregoing, he trusts you, Z
will understand why he cannot comment as you have suggested. 2
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Tel-son  -
Belmont __._...__.
Hohr _,_________.
Casper ,_,_,,,_,._._._,
J.�-ollohoo
Conrad _._,..____...
I� he-en-l92 _....-.-.---.
Evans ----i
Gala _.._..i.-_-.
Hosea .-.--ii-
Sullivan _.i._...
Tove! _¬i_,_.,_

NOTE: Correspondent isniiot identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander Folk
School has been the subject of numerous allegations oi being a communist
school and me headquartiers o! communism in Eutern_&#39;l�ennessee due
primarily to its racial character. These allegations have no�been suhstani
and this B_;1_r_eau has not investigated this orgfanization. Yle_,1"sZt&#39;e cognizant,
however, o the numerous "com&#39;ni&#39;1Tnist affiliat orG&#39;of15E1&#39; ofmel affiliated withorganization. In view of the tenore. of correspondenglsgettei it is telt that
9""? does not warrant a reply from the Director and at tliegbove letter ow
Miss Gandy&#39;s signature is in order. Her enclosure consils of a letter she
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/_ .  May 6,1964
d . .

- Dear Director Hoover:

Sir, I would like to hare from you it I lay, any *

printed statements you might have on hand, in concern Iith tht ;
O

Closing of The_Hi5hlande1:E2lkn$§hogl in Tenn. This school was it

disclosed, trained pro-Communist people of the Civil Eights movement

in this countryt Also I would like to have a printed or other type oi!

coppy of the statement that you made in connection Iith tie Communist

infiltration into the Civil Rights organizational

Sir, I have always suspected that the Civil Rights people

were a bit left-leaning so to speak} Any verification of the above

would be apprecated.

I remain sincerely yours:

.6"7c;/

< .

*

REC-zy fl;-if /
2MRY15195�

57¢ Ear-x; I -- ���

" it  Quit INFORMATION c-fwmrsz-3
p REIN IS NCLASSlHu

DATE�i@nsY. _~�>.
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es ii� .1�; " - &#39; Your letter of May 6th has been received. _-
= 1 With respect to your inquiry, information contained . -

in the tiles oi the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with the regulations of the Department at Justice and is available tor
u�icial use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why I am
not in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested.

:2
IF
-C

I
&#39;11.:

l"I"l
1:-
1::With regard to my statement made in connection

with communist infiltration into civil rights groups, I am enclosingp
a copy of my testimony before the House Subcommittee on Appropriation
on January 29, 1964. On pages 40 and 41 you will note data bear-in�;
on the topic oi your interest. I am also sending you other material -
whichltrustwillbeotassistancetoyou.»-�=  -   -- ~ c -

f92

sf;

. _,  _ . . _ _ . 92 �f_- -. _� ,,- -

.  A _ Sincereiyyours,&#39; _ _
I  :. _- II -- .�. &#39; Jg--   1�

MAIL:-:om J. Ea;-a,-gga 1 _ �-L-u1r&#39;+Y 141964 A 1-Iohniidgar Hoover " 92
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Re WFO let to Knoxville dated 6/1/64. T.»

"§Z ZE&#39;EIvZ&#39;IB&#39;¥EE-"w&#39;a Eton n. c.area. Knoxville was requested to advise if thj�ggghlgnger
Folk School is of current investigative interest, and, if so,
furnis� WED with a current characterization.

- As the Bureau is aware, and for the information of
WFO, on 6/ll/54 the Bureau instructed Knoxville to make no
contacts whatsoever at Highlandermgglgn�chgol  HFS!, Honteagle,
Tennessee, and that no discussions pro Br con&#39;shou1d be made
with any individual concerning this school. Highlander Research

and Edncatiea�Qentjr L C!, Knoxville, is the_§uccessor to -el
the HFS, whose ass ts w e auctioned by the Statéwoi�fennessee _
under�a court decreeha fr the school was convicted of violating
Tennessee laws. BEE S ORTON, £orq§;_Director of HFS, is
currently Directorlni� . /gi ryrvi

The above Bureau instructions were issued as a result

[| of allegations against Bureau Agents following interview with
HORTON. in view of these instructions, no sources whatever have
been developed at HFS or the HREC and, consequently, in view
of Bureau instructions, no investigation has been or is being92  conducted concerning the organization.

man my HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEDQ are  lotgggsszfil/!�:?Ru! _DATE�Iil$i_BY
34$:

�_ nesearcn 3: Euu��iifvii ué�iéf!

*&#39;f§��&#39;*§§4jl »"� / _ w ,r

,_._492 !., .. ..;
e~w%Ww�a-

. ~/P . 6/� /�&#39;+= �Le__""-7-/3*" Q t  :__ R5942 ��--&#39; .
&#39; gf92�"� &#39; 3 JUL 9 1964
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1964 � The second workshop begins July 2O,_l964, and ends__
August 1, 1964. The purpose of this project is to put into
practice what_those attending learn in working with e,
politically conscious Negro and white leadership in &#39; y

Charleston and_theQ?d§founding sea 1slands;_A_w;�"*?*�y. .- - _- � a __ � &#39; _ , _&#39;r _. ., _._:
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HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND
RESEARCH CENTER .
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1

Character mronuxrxon concnnnms

Savannah emorandum dated
July 3,1, 1964, captioned as
above. e

Reference

All sources  except any listed below! whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
infomation in the past.
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No information has com , o  ntion or the
Office concerning MY _ RTO§�or the Highlanderand Research Center"t zg�gjig a South-wide Voter

O

Knoxville
Education
Education Internship Project at th ea Island Progressive
Club Center, St. Johns I§l§E§ti§l_ 1 i*���f _ &#39;i"
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Any information received will be forwarded to
Savannah. For the information of the Savannah Office, the
Knoxville Office is conducting no active investigation of
the Highlander Center pursuant to previous Bureau instruc~
tions. The Bureau and Savannah has previously been furnished
information that the Highlander Center had a group of the
Council of Federated Organizations at the center in Know-
ville for one week following completion of this group&#39;s
orientation at Oxford, Ohio, and just prior to the g::"mb&#39;s
departure for Mississippi. It was reported that the group�,
in Mississippi would be in the Gulfport area "to find out Y
what kind of an alliance, political and civic, can be esta- .
blished between white and colored citizens in the Mississippi
=°%�e@=w"&#39;- e - -.
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The largest turnout dining the
ff" F&#39;°1&#39;k§h<>o= lllpeaned at the
opening session on July 6. About
1°" people-including some 15
white peopl ....
Thirty-six oi? thesge�al-Egan ,-,gi,.t&#39;

 See GOAL. Page 2-A! _

Continued From Page 1-A 1

tered at  ® while the
others were area residents. :

Scheduled to speak on �Basic,
Issues-in the Current �itevolu-r
lion" was Randolph Blackwell,�
an Atlanta attorney associated
with Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference  SCLC!. But
Blackwell canceled his appear-
ance at the last minute.
-Filling in for him was Mll-
ton S. Hurst, director of the
workshop. Hurst, instructor oi
social sciences and acting direc-
mr of �uhlie re�tions st &#39;l&#39;al_la-
rlega dhllege, Ala., has an AB.
degree from �l�alla|:lega_and_an
M.B.A. from Atlanta University.

The eloquent young� hlréer
told his audience

l

rent Revolution� is not e !~Ie- ,1. B the week was Luther S
Ex� problem; it is an Amer-lvant, a white student at

problem."Stressing a theme of respglitsl-�
billty, he told the group:

school dropouts and text books,
as to demonstrate. It is lmpor-N
tent that we start now to get
our young people in school and
to make them stay there, -

�The proletariat and hour-
geoisie overthrew the aristoc-l
racy. Then the bouréeolsis as-
lsumed the customs the arts-�
tocraoy," the social science
rprofessor said. "We must be
careful that--when we are vic-

ltoriuus in �our revolution -� we
,do not assume the customs of
our enemy.
1 �God is on our side," he
.cla@ell. �But let�s make sure

Attending the Monday
sston and several others

I1

lside in  out his will

Se .

University�s theolo ical
Th

is we continue ln this �Currentl&#39; v &#39; I Ed . f Berkele ,  IndlRevolution that we re on God&#39;s, R Bnr �llhoenk �J20 said he wag
.t92_mmgh~ Miss Eden, who has been

turbo-

. -9 � ~ "Y

aldeto�reRev.F.PerryMetr,
minister at Olivet Presbyterian
Church; a Negro church
on Beauta.tn..%t. .
l Sturtevant has assisted in the,
voter registration drive ml
Charleston and, in addition, has;
served as a tutor to a group

ol Negro elghth~grarle1&#39;a. 1
Leading the singing duringl

the �rst workshop was -Guy,
92Carawan, o oollector and sing-
er of folk songs, who lives on,
John�: Island with his wife and�
their two-year;old son. :�
1 Two white college sttidents�
attended �ooth sesshrts -= Elll�,�

oge ,
� ore or less irom New York.

w study labroad next year, wane
1 Phoenix ans to return to Anti~sch .,eyo1mgMethocEst,agradoch-Coee, I liberal arts

d .
at stayhig with the Carawans. y_i_l1

Dre _
- r
601- school in gellow Springs, Ohio.

lust as important for us to
s toward-..,, ...... ........-. _ ,

1. 7_ �e &#39;� 7 &#39; 1 77 77_ V 7
-inn �H-tic mmrnnr ll

suate of Lewis and Clark
re-�ilege in Portland, 0re., ls oerv- Introduced on opening Eight an

� nsstor&#39;a92§0RE !&#39;ork_ , _ p dent has
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been working with Esau Jenk-
ins this summer.

The �jehse-nr�he "Current
Revolution" was carried for.
ward the next day�Tuesday_
[by D1�-_w. C. Beck of Florence
�who discussed "Basic Issues

inf the Current Loml Revo-
lAl-If~:0r1. during the morning.

ernoon brought Fred 1-ten.
derson Moore, a Charleston
lllegro attorney. who spoke on
�The Bole of the President�s
COITlIl&#39;1&#39;:SSl3Il of Equal Employ-,
ment." A general discussion of

g�iiibleigs of equal employment
U &#39;6 . &#39;

�_"I�he Church and Human Re-
lations" received the grot_1p�s
..__-_..._.;, Wednesday morning.

I$P@al-Ims were the Rev. F. 0.
&#39;Ph�1�1�. Post president of the
!Ch£trg-rston NAACP, and c. Con-
ra rowne.

E _Brnwne, associate director o
i�ighlander, attended the first
ivrprkshop for three days with
ins wife Ora and three of their

lCittitt1&#39;Bll. He returned brie�y at
�the end of the second session
�-o rial �_�,&#39;_&#39; Highlander equip-
lmen .

After a talk Wednesday aft-
.:.r>;»n by Jenkins on �Is the

neccrarl Step-Political Educa-

.i-wr--�11"nporta.nt&#39;?", the group of
&#39;2-out 35 gathered at the Cara-
 house for a cook-out and

92�-Z1tl� . -
.1113!� &#39;

.»n While the yo
ed badmmton and
and the older ones

afched. Browne, who once
;;t1c-1:�:-.i the University of Chi-
cago divinity school, related
his experiences prior to joining
the Highlander staff.

_. From I949 to 1963 he lived
 _-&#39;:&#39;rt-;r1_-11:. Ga., on 1,100-
lncre Koinonia Farms�a bi-
lraciai. religiously-oriented com-
5.&#39;92=111=&#39;f farm. Vividly he recount-
 the �t;rrnr..-tactics used
.»eg?ilrisi. us by the people of hie
_.-... i-..tu.ued in the early
ens, the farm was quietly Ic-
cepted for more than a decade

,l:~ the people of southwestern
{Georgia&#39;s Sumter County.

._ttrs
call

P

_ &#39;~. &#39; _. _. .-&#39; -  , . - .- &#39;. t /-&#39;~_-�; 1&#39;.�-. -:-4&#39;,  fr.�-_ I ,-;.-- -- -.;&#39; "in -.__~, 1-�--. ,&#39;-.", -&#39; * - .
- �_ _-;.._.-u- �
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r 92 .
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I

�ple felt ilir__.tha9-had to do
s_or.qethmg." Trouble followed.
And in I six-month period
there came legal reprisals, dy-
namitings, shotgtm blasts, a
�fire, and cross-burnings. Farm
members were unable to buy or
sell goods in Americus because

in supplies from 50 to 75 miles

away.
&#39;I�he farm eventually was
closed. D t

Turning to_ -Mississippi. the
Highlander official spoke with
a tone oi despair about the then
missing civil rights workers

I5 .
I
I

BI as the Future Bureau of
vestigation: It&#39;s always �we

can come in after the crime ts
committed� but they never do
angalng to prevent a crime."

e evening program cen-
tered around the presentation
and discussion oi a �lm em-
phasizing the need for voter
registration, "Knock on Every
M."

Thursday morning H. A. De-
Costa, a Charleston Negro con-
tractor, and Mrs. Ruby Corn-
well, also of Charleston, treated
�The Role of Higher Education

in Achievinsgu Jobs, Freedom,
and Citizen �p Responsibility."
Dr. Scott Bates, a rofessor at
the University oi the South _in
Sewanee Joan-;-continued the

End impatiently referred to the

same discussion? during the

1

1

of a boycott and had to bring.

0 . 0a 92 &#39; Q - 92 I .
a

.. . O &#39;.. g � 92 . &#39; i
 &#39;1 :_*:".�;;=. Q

1. �The Supreme Court decision &#39;"�-re-=-~-"**"""""* &#39; " ""*&#39;  "r*""&#39;""r"&#39;"-.*+1rr  &#39;

,chanedthat.Iguessthepeo- aim-noo.Bates vice-chain-manandllrs.llary_Brownled1of the darn Directors alum
 8H, waabfollowed ll vl%�;-kg[@&#39;|  g |P798111" 7 1559"�? &#39; beforeRussell Brown, president of the 1-gm;-5;; an �u dpa
Charleston NAACP, who spoke CM,
on the provisions and imp1i- wee];
cations of the Civil Rights bill. meg

The evening was spent aeek- �on_ at _
ingananswerto�WhyNegroes durmgthe two-week aeaslcn.
Seem to Care So Little about  &#39;l�0M.ORlt0W:&#39;l�he aeeo
Civic and Political  John�: Island workshop.!bilities." Speaking were - ""�&#39;"
tor Hurst and Rev. Mr.

Douglas of the Iaptist
Friday the group of 3 -

sons agent the day at &#39;
kins� me at Atlant&#39;u:&#39;Bea ,
a Negro resort about 15 miles
north oi Myrtle Beach. During
the day. sessions were held on
�Advantages oi Political Ha-_
turity " and �American Ideals"
land American. Illusions.� Thei

rkshop partial ts retumedi
.t�:>cJohn�s Island gfglng the eve-
ning. .

A session on the accomplish-&#39;1ments of the workshop was
{held Saturday momlng. Then

s

92-

1

I

lthe group split up: during the -
week that followed the interns i

lived with Charleston Negro

The group regathered several
times, however. Sunday they
attended a Second Ste Polit-

tee Ed=1@e*i°z1�-�t@r*=5r 9
�ISUISICO istano, turecteu oy
{Isaac Robinson. Monday and
Thursday they attended Adult
Ciiizenship"&#39;SE!ilio�B in North
Charleston and at Parl:er&#39;a|
Ferry. Mrs. Roberta Leopard

�families. - , s

1 92
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 �:1 1. Bufiles indicate this case is delinquent. Give specific�ealzon for I:le1in?92_92e:<2r;.|
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[:1 letter D90-day progreu lunar E] will be aubmiuod .._ _ . i

Reporting employee _ _ _ .� _. � ~ � � *   _ _ . *
E} 3. If valid reason exists [or not iubmitting report at ��i iim�. H810 M88011 Ipecthcally and when rq

will be subnutted. . � ~ ~_�  �  * 1 * � * V * � * ;
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1/ Memorandum
-rt "1/= nmwron, rn1 s1-7s11!CON ENTIAL mm P/1°/�_
FROM  , SAVANNAH �00-5125!  C!

4P92

SUBJECT1 %IGHM@m EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER
INFORMATION CONCERNING , -.

Re Savannah airtel to nur§L§,*i!ia}o4; iijjf
Knoxv lle letter to Bureau, 8/28/64;

litter to Bureau, 9/1/64.
The Bureau has recently been furnished a series of

articles appearing in the�ieIn and Courier? Charleston,
8. C., newspaper, concerning captioned center.

The Knoxville Diviaion has advised the Bureau that
no information has come to the attention of the Knoxville
Division concerning IYLES HORTON or the Highlander Education
and Research Center conducting a South-Iide Voter Education
Internship Project at Sea Island Progressive Club Center,
Johns Island, 8. C. t -

The Bureau has been previously advised that no active
investigation is being conducted concerning captioned organina~
tion. . -_ &#39;

concerning

_ Savannah Division.
will be nade available to the

Accordingly, the case in the Savannah Division in
being placed in a closed etatus.
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Sept. 9th, 1964

Hon. J. E:garuHoover,Directo; ALL |N|.&#39;0RMA-"ON CONTAINED
§vZ1i�§s&#39;I&#39;3n,°§ �é��"°��g��° HEREIN 8 Ncl-AQS|H£D&#39; &#39; &#39; V DATE ME " 5525? Egg
Dear Mr. Hoover: &#39; _  C; 9

I have just finished reading your article "T__Ee__ e
faith of Our Fathers, " in the current  Sept 11! issue of
Christianity Today. Please accept My grateful thanks for
writing it.

I Know of No Man in this Nation who has Made
a greater contribution to its Welfare and Security than yourself.
You have placed our children, our grandchildren, and generations
yet unborn, deeply in your debt. Yours is a Magnificent record
of unselfish service. -

There is a bit of information that I would like
Very Much to have if it Not against the policy of your office
to furnish it. /_

I want to Know something about the Highlander
Folk School in Monteagle Term. Was this organization listed
as a Subversive organization, and was it a Communist Party
Front? .

With all good wishes,

Most Sincerely
*._- 1�, /&#39;.;~_A2�. fgqi J,f%p

-4;� ,
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ALL INFORMATIGN CONTAINED

$70   HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
Dear

J-Yc _
I received your letter oi September 9th and I want

to thank you! your generous remarks concerning my article,
�The Faith of Fathers, " and my administration oi the FBI.
It is hoped future endeavors will coutii e to merit your
support and approval. N  .

I

H�!
5

uln-

�wane I would like to be of ;_ x-vice to you, information ,_
contained in t do tiles of the FBI must be nghintained as con�dential
in accordancewitiif regulations oi the Department of Justice and is �
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in
this instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons
tor this policy. ltiis hoped you will not infer either-that we do or
do not have data in our tiles relsiing tc the topic of your interest. .

Enclosed is some literature I trust will he oi
interest. ,&#39; -_ g, 1-».:.- _   - . *f ,
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�REQUEST FROM CONGRESSMAN ROMAN c. Pucmsm "�
 osmocmr - ILLINOIS! g 4 _
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Congressman Pucinski forwarded a copy of a flyer made from a news

clipping from the "Augusta Courier," Augusta, Georgia, on 7-B-63. The �yer identifi
Martin Luther King in a photograph taken of certain individuals attending the Highlands
F�-ti�: Sehcel. during the Labor Day weekend oi 1957. The Congressman would like to kn

i if the Highlander -Folk School was a communist training school and whether or not the
I person identified in the photograph is Martin Luther King, Jr. A

1NT9R1�QT1Q1i,m BHF11_-F5� - l 1 --

The photograph of Martin Luther King attending the Highlander Folk
School has come to our attention several times in the past. A United Press -Inter

Service release o£_&#39;Z_-12-63 reported Ggyerpor Ross Bggnegt displayed aposter-s�
photograph to the Senate Commerce §_omm_ittee_which he claimed showed King "
communist traihifg sehool. ""G¥5v*ernor �Barnett said the picture was taken at the gh-
lander Folk School of Menteagte, Tennessee.� The Bureau ebtaine-:1 another cepglyi the
photograph from our Savannah Office in March, 1963, and it was revealed that the phoi
graph was taken surreptitiously by an "undercover agent" of the Geq13_i_a__ CCT[1II}i,SS_i.0g1&#39;lt<
Education at gfe Highlander Folk School in 1557, ,,..; r  in 5,,

;;; §_The photograph also identified Abner gzgerry wh�o"lTas been a writer i-
"The Daily Worker" and has beenla member of the ommunist Party, although he
reportedly left it in September, 195BT�_Ai1b1"e ______f.�"§��&#39;, Z1&#39;§&#39;6�1ientified in the photogr

! has been associated with communist ca es an has held __ujc1i&#39;"positions as chairman o
the National Committee to Abolish the I-l use Un-American Activities Committee and v

5 president and member of the board of &#39; tors 0 e Southenmonierence Educational
E Fund, Inc. , a communist front, _ Myl orton i  on the flyer forwarded by
l Congressman Pucinski as__director _�__ _§___ iggip-�nder Fo1_k__$c_hq_9_l, has been very closetn the Communist Party in the; �although � ormants doubt that he has ever been 21 member of the Communist   &#39;
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach memo

Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

The Highlander Folk School was formed inl��l�nd was a leftist
organization supported by private donations. Itpffered courses of instruction in
lapgr organization, gmgmi  informants have advised that "

e school has had Communist Party members� on its staff as instructors and has &#39;
followed the practice of we1_con_ii_ng communists as students. Informants have advised
the school was pro-communist, but there is no hdication
{controlled by communists. &#39;_I�he school was clo  _ .
D,e¢emb�I...1961, after its c j@�?. p. eesesasss�on aw -L
state charte?&#39;f5r a gQgmg md£dggatigp Qenter_g£_Knoxv�I&#39; :_e,_I�_eEEsei
was issued on 8- 28-61 a.;1_a Myles Horton was identiiie�d 3_13¢s*n1r�é"éf5r.

RECOMMENDATION: . "

I - V

That a representative of your, Mr. DeLoach, office personally coiiact
Congressman Pucinski, with whom we have had prior cordial-relations, and inform
him confid 3113113 of the background regarding the flyer he enclosed concerning the
Highlander Folk School. _ Q _ .o .
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation &#39;
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr . Hoover: &#39;

I wonder if you would �be good enough to give me
your department&#39;s report of the veracity of the enclosed
brochure . .

r have seen this material rathegrdely dis- S
tributed and I would like to know if the Highlander Folk &#39;
School was a Communist Training School and"�e&#39;¬Eer or
no e person identified in the photograph is, indeed,
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Since this material is being widely distributed &#39;
in my district, you can appreciation my concern.

Sincerely yours ,

..-9

92 in Z Roman C. Pucinski
Member of Congress
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Bade Drgggr, §¥3§x§%é§*§§¥_ Along Iith this
announcement 0 a u hwide Voter Education Project to
be held at Johns Island, 8 C

Prgg;essiYe_§lQP Center, River Road,_§ohgs Island} Sf;C,,__
w111 have a 964�§buthwide Voter Education Internship Projec
sponsored b igh}ander Research_gnd_§ducat1o
7/6-18/64 and evain from 7/2D-8/1/6é- 1- _

This announcement reflects that the Sea Island

1:

n Center from

The staff is reflected a

ARAWAN, Music Director .
JENKINS,

_ /5//..

E "-�ii
__ g¢_n_1-|;11w;i__¢1g Voter Educa

;&UJect at the Sea sland Progressive Club Center
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February 18, 1965

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director

Fedelral Buregucof InvestigationW� ��g�°"� &#39; &#39; � ALL INFORMATION cowmmtn

De" M1" H°°�°1�= HEREIN IS YNCLASSIHED
1-.. am confused.  by
A recent paid political ad in the B ulder Daily Camera showed a picture
of Rev. Martin Luther King at théiighl�i-der Fol? School, Monteagle,
Temiessee in 1957. The ad states that this is a communist school, .
that some communist members were in attendance, that a Karl
Prussian charges that King is a member of 60 "Communist Front"
organizations  whatever that is!, etc. etc.

The ad further states that Karl Prussian was an FBI counter-spy

for 22 years.

These charges, while not specifically calling King a communist, are
&#39; serious.

Numerous letters to the editor of the Daily Camera have condemned the
article, praised the article, defended the right to publish it, etc. Few of
these writers have any basic facts to go on, I feel. A

v 92__

Could you supply me with any information on this Highlander School? Its
founding, faculty, students, sources of income, etc. What was King&#39;s
participation? Was "Karl Prussian really an FBI member. Does King
belong to 60 such front organizations. _ _

.055 4./we//he 30¢}
I only want to become an informed citizen, and not have to rely on rumors,
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;&#39;?,"3"§* "7 Your letter 1! February 18th has been received.
H  Although 1 would like to be oi service, information

or contained in the files oi the rs! must be maintained es:
,, in accordance with regulations oi the Department oi Justice and is .,
4 available for official use only. in view ct this, I am sure you will &#39;;,�

 understand why I cannot comment concerning the subjects d your 5;

-e [would liketopoint outthatllarl Prussian assisted "
"&#39; _ __ _ this Bureau by furnishing iniormation on subversive activities from

&#39;--*-*~.1;&#39;-. November, 1949, to July, 1958, during which time he was compensat

""&#39; _ He was not, however, a Special Agent of the FBI. This Bureau is not " -&#39;
- Q in a position to comment in any way whatsoever on his current activities,

�~ _ statements or personal ventures. _ " &#39;

- s 1 lamenclosing some information whichlhope youwill
find oi interest. = 2.;

I� . 5.} .1
..~ .._.

_ _ _ Mug} &#39; Sincerely yours, ;=_=;i _*_-If-*
FEB 2 51955 E-_§<1§=u Howe. ;;;:. -:

. J; H Q ];°|,92M.FB| _ _ _ fl. _
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_ _ in .iiII18fO1� Decision _ so - =  ��E -_  1 l Let&#39;s Fight Communism Sanelyl £5; Si i 5;; =§ �E; 4/&#39;  "j_ __ ____ 4-17-62 Internal Security Statement � &#39;
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� ~-- :4-shall it be Law or Tyranny? @_-  � -1. -
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buiiles. The Highlander Folk
School  HFS! has been the subject of numerous allegations that it is�a_
communist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern &#39; _ V
TGIIIIBSSEB, due primarily to its racial character. These allegations � �
have not beerisgtgstantiated. The Bureau is cognizant oi the numerous
communist affiliations oi personnel affiliated with the HFS. The Bureau
has not investigated this organization �1-7511-266,267!, 3 e -
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Dear  Hloveri

Because cf recent controversy in o� ¥-ing to
accumulate factual information about th � nder Folk School of Bunt-
eagle, Tennessee. we are concerned about this informa lOn as it relates

to *a="*=in �s�

Following are the specific questions for Ihich.ne need 4_
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9. Was Karl Prussian ever an agent 61� the F,B.I.?

10. If not an agent, what did he do for the F,B.I.1�

11. Was Manning Johnson an agent of the F.B.I.?

3.2. If not an agent, what did he do for the F.B.I.?

13. �Were they paid-11� so hem much? -.

- 114. Are either or both of them now, in any way, associated with the
FIBIII? 1&#39;

1&#39;.hank you 1"e1&#39;_9&#39; much,

Sincerely,

-£00

C.C.

N. dc-:B Katzenbach
George Mc�andless

I
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was respect to your inquiries, information contained
in the tiles or the FBI xnnst be maintained ne con�dential in ecoorchnee
with regulations oi the Department oi Justice and ie available ior
otltcinl use only Therefore, I trust yon will understand wlw I em not
in n position to comment along the ilnee you have mentioned.

with regard to Keri Prussian end Manning Johnson,
I would like to point out Prnesion nseieted this Bureau by inrnishlq
information on enbvereive activities iron: 1040 to Joly, I958, while
Johnson did likewise Iron: 1942 to I044 during which time they were
compensated, however, they were not special Agents Neither Prussian
nor Johnson has been connected with the FBI since these dates Their
personal ventures end their opinions are strictly their own nnqgtheflil
is not in e position to comment on these in new way ehatsoeverz ___
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Dear Mr. Hoover, s

I have recentl xecieved a picture depecting

Mr. Martin Luther King at theél-Iighlander Fiplk School. It says
um"10z&#39; this picture this school was cited as/ subversive organization
by the state oi Tennessee. This Biet�rg was carried by the Augusta
Courier on July B, 1963 page 4._   _. . _ _ s

I would appreciate it if you muld con�rm this picture
and send any additional information if possible. " I

Thank you very much. 8;�.
. "V

I am,

Sincerely yours,
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Your letter oiliarch 10th ins beenreceiveciand Iappre- "
ciate the concern which prompted you to write me. _ y _ _

P. _  -

nn in nnn lnfnilrn
II III-I19 Ii! �U3� Qlnpvi

contained in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations oi the Department oi Justice. In View est this, 1 am mom
you will understand why I cannot comment along the lines you have I--I
indicated. Inaddition, Ihopeyouwillnotinier eitherthatwedoordo
not have data in our �ies regarding the subject oi your inquiry.
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