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H29HT&nder Folk Sel & N is an interracial
school located, at | e s Tennessee, whic*
is primarily suppoy - ionations from
individuals ang fr ~junions in the form
of payments for Stuucuro who attend. HFS ig

the subject of g pendin investigation,
We have conducted ap investigation of it in the
past in view of allegations received that it was
the headquarters for communist activities in
east Tennessee. OQur investigation failed to
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might have which would be pertinent to this investiga- h*_ﬁg/f{
tion. made no comment T JER
concer reau's interest co r,. .

and merely accepted his remark. -
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Any further information rels tive to this
matter will be brought to the attention of the Bureau.

QEARTY
L1 INFORMATION CONTAINED e
JEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED o W

B A N L - s 295

l"’,""F"'T‘-

e G5
e _ . ‘ | L;r "\ =,

i

 Approved:

/@ial Agent in Charge - - - : PELOLE st v



STANDARD PORcM 0. 4

ﬁ?ceM .\‘

- UNITED |- ' 'GOVERMMENT-
Directer, FBI (61—1511) ‘ DATE: 2/18/89
uc, noxv:l.llo (31-1:) o
2198y

an r!blklchool.

lon teagle, ronnesm
sN-C .

llu-ht 12/31/66 and n&vilh
letter 1/31/87, tiened as
above (iatereffice).

JOu Are AwWRre, reau ingtructed

investigation of the lighla.nder Folk Scheel

is to be conducted and that it is neot to be ducuud
with any person,pre er cea,
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press release mace a ate Dy
Tennessee Federation for Constitutional Government, entitled

' \"Joint.Statement.gf,State.Qtiggqyg_apd Organization Leaders
of "the Tennessee Federation for_anstifﬁtidnéi‘pqvefﬁmghf?’“'
This statement sets out the fact that these men support the
proposal that a committee of the Tennessee State Legislature
investigate the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee
and set forth the basis for their stand: - - | o S

, Enclosed for the Bufeau and Knoxville are autostat
copies of this statement. o : : :
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' .- ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED -
FOR RELEASE HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEDA[NED
TE_3lalPy

Donald Davidson, Chairman A BY

‘ S TP

' JOINT STATEMENT OF STATE OFFICERS AND ORGANIZATION

LEADERS OF THE TENNESSEE FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL . GOVERNMENT

In view of the past record of Highlander Folk School, it is no
surprise whatever tha? the Legislature should have in view a thorough
investigation of the institution, We heartily commend and support
their actlon, .

What is surprising 1s that an} informed citizens of Tennessee
would object to a action so obviously demanded in the interest of the
public welfare and already too léng delayed, In this connection we
refer particularly to a group of faculty me%bera of the University
of the South who in a public letter have attacked the good faith and
imprusned the motives of the duly elected members of our present
General Assembly, We deplore this display of academic gullibility
and folly. This group and a few other critics have been so 111-
advised as to accuse the Legislature of "McCarthyism™ and ™Witch
huntiné." We resent this insult offered to the Legiilaturé and the
people of Tennesaee,

The record of Highlander Folk School as a seat of agitation

4

and subversion is already well-documented up to 1954, through the
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«- ~¢ wsrught up to date by careful inquiry, undertaken with special
reference to activities of the school in Tennessee. An historic op=-"
portunity presents itself to the members of the Tenneassee Legislature,
They, and perhaps only they, with their intiqatq kpowladgp of Tennessee

-affaire, can finelly get to the root of théfﬁgouplq ttﬁBighllndor_Polk

N VR . ' P .
School, ‘E??{ BTN T
~R o ‘Y rts

In the Hearings of the U, S. Senate Sub-Committes on Internal
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Security of March 18, 19,‘and 20, 1954, Highlander Folk School is
revealed through sworn testimony hs having been 8 center of subfefsiv;
activity since 1940 or earlier, At these heerings Paul Crouch, for
seventeen years a communist leader, former Communist’ District Organizer
for North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee, testified as followsg

"Senator Eastland: 'What 1s the Highlander Folk School?!

"Mr, Crouch: 'The Highlander Folk School is a school ojerated
at Monteagle, Tennessee ostensibly as an independent labor school but
actually working in close co-operation with the Communist Party.'"

On March 19, 1954 Mr, Crouch testifled that in 1940 as Communist
--g-=saw=wT, he met with Myles Horton, James Dombpowski and Ed McCrea,
the Nashville Oréanizer of the Communist Party and "later my successor
s Tennessee Organizer," at Highlander Folk School. Mr. Crouch said
in reference to this meeting that "The Communist Party was anxious
t¢ get the maximum results from Highlander Folk School without endan-
gering Mr, Horton or anyone.,"

¢rouch explained that ", , , If it were to become public lmowledge

«nta " Ll Highlander Folk School was co-operating top closely with the

Cormmurist Party and carrying on too much open Communist propaganda
:t «ould endanger its funds and its support , ., ." (Pages 125-126)
On Page 135 of the officia]l recorded Hearings of the Senate

sivesilgaiiva Mr, Arens, Counsel for the Committee, asked Mr. Crouch

L]
%

the ®"2llowing questions

"¥- Arenss 'What conferences did you have there /Righlander
Folk School/? What was the purpose of the conferences? What was
accorplished in these ‘conferences at the Highlander Folk School?!
"Mr, Crouch: tThe purpo;e of the conference was to work out a

plar he which the-Daily Worker (Official Communist Newspaper) would

(more )

[



A ™ —

™

be purchased by the school, They would be made accessible to the students,:
that everywhere possible the instructors would refer to the Daily Worker,
to news that had come in it, to encourage the studenta to resad it, and
it was agreed that the Communist Party should have a student, a leader,
sent there as a student whose ij i1t would be to 1ook around for pros-
pective recrults, Qnd Mildred White, now in Washington, D. C, was
selected to attend the Highlander Folk School for the purpose of recruiting
for the Communist Party and carry}ng the Communist Party line among the
student body there,!

“Mr, Arens; fYou said it was agreed? Who agreed?!

"M¥r, Crouch: iMr, Horton and Mr, Dombrowski,?®

"Mr, Arens:; 'Did you ever solicit Mr, Horton for membership in the
Communist Party?! |

"Mr, Crouch: 'I digd,!
"Mr, Arens: 'Tell the circumstances of that solicitation and what
transpired.! - ‘!
"Mr, Crouch: 'At that meeting after we discussed the.;BhOOI I
e3ked Hr. Hortor to become a formal member of the Communist Party and
nis reply was, as near as I can recall his words, 'I'm doing you just
&8 much good now as I would'ir I were a member of the Communist Party.
i am often asked if I am a Communist Party member ana I always say 'no',
T fenl mucbrsafer in having no fear that evidence might be uncovered te
Y- = intc the Communist Party, and therefore 1 prefer not to becoms
a member of the Communist Party,t'" (Pageﬁ 135-136)

Crouch also 1dentified Rev. Don West and Myled Horton as "original
founders" of the Highlander Folk School but said West had earlier left

to engage in Soclalist and Communist work in Georgia, North Carolina

and Kentucky.
{more)
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On Page 150 of the Senate Hearings Mr, Horton couldn't "remember"
whether the above mentioned Mildred White was a student at Highlander
.Folk-Schoollbut said if she was "she was sent by a union, not by the
Communist Party., We accept no students from the Communisf Party and
never have,"

Thersupon Mr, Hortoq, who now offers to be so co-operative with
the Legislature of Tennessee, grew so obstreperous at Senator Eastland'’s
questioning on Mildred White that the ssnator ordered the marshal to
e Ject Horton from the room, (Page 151, Senate Hearings, March, 1954)

M s e .w o o _ ___
EX=3-J w

above quotations are only a small portion of the evidence
printed in Congressional records up to 1954,

The Tennessee Leglslature has the right nné the duty té ingquire
into more recent activities of Highlander Folk Sehool,.farticultrly
into the widely publicized meeting of the summer of 1957, This meeting ~
has not yet been investigated, It was attended by a number of well~
known Communists, fellow-travelers, leftists, and well known agitators
from points of friction in the South,

The Tennessee Legislature has the right and duty to inquire whethsr
there is a connection betwe
and incitements to disorder éccurring at Clinton, Nashville, Little
Rock, Atlanta,'!ontéomery, and other places,

The Tennessee Leglslature has the right and duty to inquire whether,
by reason of, its activities and policies, Highlander Folk School 1s
#ciing in violation of Tennessee laws or is conspiring to violate our
laws,

When the facts have been duly determined by such inquiry as the
Leglslature, the sovereign governing body of Tennessee; may undertake,

1t can then be decided whether the school
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subject to pfbsecution for creating a public nﬁilanoe and oon;tiiuting

a threat to the peace and tranquility of Tennessee.

Signed:

Professor Donald Davidson, Vanderbilt Univeraity
Chancelor Wayne Cox of Henry County

Bob Murray, Mayor of Huntington

District Attorney Genersl Dave Murray of Jackson
Dr. John M. Aden of Vanderbilt University

Ben I. King, Former U. S, Marshal of Gibson County

Bob Gulnn, Contractor of Hardin County

Roy Boyd, Clerk and Master of Tipton County ' v
Dick German, District Attorney General of Crockett *

John McNail,: Gibson County Banker

Ewing J, Harris, Former State Senator of Hardeman County

A. 5. Inghram, President, Tennessee Federation, Madison County

Frank Daniels, Lion 0il Executive of Jackson
Henry Vaughn, County Clerk of Tipton
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W, E, Michaels, Attorney and Author of Sweetwater :
Dick Burrow, Jr,, American Legion Anti-Subversive Committee
C., C. Bradley, Insurance Executive of Nashville

George Nolan, Manufacturer of’ Nashville

Robert Hardee, Esq., Maglatrate of Madison County

John Sanford, County A,torney of Lauderdale

Robert Thomas, Aytorney of Lauderdale : .

L. L. Dennis, Merchant of Tipton

"Robert E. Lee Galimore, Former St¢ate Senator of Weakley
Dean Grooms, Former Speaker of the Senate of ﬂeakloy

: W, M. Miles, Former Siate Senator of Oblon

| Prentice Wynn, Lake County Land Owner

- E, T. Palmer, Mayer of Dyersburg

Hugh Patten, Planter of Haywood

Ted Cunliffe, Secretary, Tennessee Federation, Madison County
Charles Stanfield, Comtractor of Jackson .

Rev. E. R, Warhurst of Jackson .

C. W, Miles, III, Attorney of Obion

John W. Hart, Attorney of Obion : -
R. D, Fry, Attorney of Obion ,

W. M, Allison, Banker of Lake County

Clay F. Wynn, Land Owner of Lake County

Rev, Wallace R, Terry, Nashville

vuester sason, Realfor of Nashville

Leonard B, Cash, Businessman of Nashville )
Rev, Truman Rouse of Jackson ' 2
Steve Carter, Planter of Madison County

L. V, Dubose, Businessman of Baanv1llo

Dr, Hughea Chandler of Jackson

Travis Pegues, Planter of Madison County

Lloyd Harris, Ginner and Planter of Hardin

Dr. John Morris, Fayette = .

Virgii Luck, Ginner of Fayette

R. C. Ferguson, Planter of Henderson -

Jack Kershaw, Vige Chalirman, Tonnessee deoration, Nashville
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Highfander Probe

Measure Signed -w

2 From Shelby Te
3 . iy s pr £
1 Aid Investigotien H
‘lrmulhv-

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Gov.
Buford Ellington today signed a
‘joint House-Senate resolution
calling for an investigation of
:the Highlander Folk School in
Grundy Ceunty.

Shortly afterward, Senatae
iSpeaker Wiiliam, D. Baird and
!House Speaker James L. Bomar
jannounced the appointment of a
‘five-man committee to conduct
Ithe probe.

' Commiitee members are Sens.
.Barton Dement of Murfreesbore,
iLawrence Hughes of Arlington

.and Reps. Alan Hanover of
iMemphis, Carter Patten of

‘Chattanooga and Harry Lee Sen-
‘ter of Bristol, a!l Democrats,

“I want this investigation to
‘reflect dignity on this body. as
tI am sure i will."* Bomar said.
It should be thoro and come
Pplete.”

He directed the committee to
report its findings at thiz ges-
sion of the General Assembly.
An appropriation of 35000 was
japproved o pay expenses of the
.investigation.

The resolution alleged that
subversive activilies have been
;rentered around the interracial
ischool in past years.

Myles Haorion, director of ithe
school, has denied any Commu.

Ao d o

'nist link and called for a syl

intestigation.
| i
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' Your letter of February 16, 1959, has been . ‘ ‘
received, I appreciate your enclosing the eoyy of the AT
item on th der Folk Schogl. e
_ While I would like to be of service, the function .
of this Bureau as strictly a Iact-gathering agency does not -n
extend to furnishing evaluations or clearances of individuals,
: pwblications or organizations. Supplying data of the type you - o2
. reguested, in effect, would constitute an approval or disapproval 3
. of ftae group you named; therefore, I am unable to answer your
~' * inquiry. Ihope you will not infer in this regard that we do or
o do*mt have ln our mes the information you deslre
o o COma Ll IR
o g‘_._‘ L smcerely yours,
SR 4 . Jt Edgal‘ Hoov-er RS R K
7 ., 1-Indiana hs Enclosure : ';.;-_h, g b R T e
]:ﬂ I 'ﬁ%ﬁ;&.ﬁj NOTE. not ident1f1ab1e in Bufiles. We hatvE received a -
. Y. number of copies of the item he enclosed which deafs v(r;xth an . .
e ' interracial school in Tennessee. e T «, = &7
-1’ _&:"‘i‘ ] 4 ““ ) t; iy .l e . 1' v - v I-\“r‘ : L N ' H‘-— S
{'7(/ R e\ _‘ - A ool
; ;z%::; ?mm (oot "'F;l -
: Demeh COMM
fedune — 3 & A 1959 s e
‘:' Pmloru E AA TN ,’JG wy. m
Y ipiones -2 =959 MAILED 20
. . rgt.i‘:uluvan . . e
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) ' 1!
S f - 11 :
' Vot . SRR S
FBI _ N )
: A . T e T e e & . ] i+, T
‘ | Date:  2/21/59 |
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.  {Type in plain text or code) : Lo - re
AIRTEL AIRMAIL ° o e o
(Priority or Method of Mailing) !
e B L L S Sy R
—}7,T0: DIRECTOR, FBI  (61-7511) o T
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FROM: . SAC, KNOXVILLE. (61-12) = = - %- |
HIGHLANDER FOLEK SCHOOL, S C ' S lu
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE o | odl
IS - X | . Lo ;J)
Re Knoxville airtel to Bureau, dated February 13,
1959, - - ‘ v R
There is submitted herewith one copy of news article
entitled "Probe of School Opens Saturday", which appeared in the
February 20, 1959, issue of the Chattancoga Times. The article
reflects that District Attorney General J, M, McCARTT of Wartburg,
Tennessee, will serve as counsel for the investigating committee,
. ., > .
e - N Vi :
o . GEARTY .. j«
conroown _ ~. :
oS S o 47
I ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN ol
AL W ENITLEL VIY Uy

. - HEREIN IS UNCLASS
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. e HOO Etlizabeth Hawes, James Domhi-|
e PROBE OF SG L browski, Rupert Hampton mdi
, al - Malcolm Ghizolm, , :
N OPENS S ATURD AY Chisolm was described by}
n A o committee member as a former
g _— Chattanocoga resident who died
. H H fighting for the loyalists in the
r isit to Tracy City Is First| 0t civit war i 1935-36.
Order of Business for The visit to Tracy City was
o “Hightander Study proposed as an informal prg-
: — i ceeding during which explor
" From Cheltancops Times Bureas tory operations will be ¢
s/ NASHVILLE —The Legisla-|ducted.
1| ture’s select committee to inves-; ~ ——

tigate the Highland Folk School
decided Thursday to make a -
visit to Tracy City early Batur-
day to begin its inquiry.

The committee decided against
a visit to the adult educatjonal
institution at Monteagle, and
the plan was reported to involve
discussions with seversl Crundy
County residents who claim to
have information aboui the
school.

This first major step in the
committee's inguiry came after
Dist. Atty, Gen. J. M. McCartt
of Wartburg agreeéd to serve as
general counsel without compen-
gation. Lo '

McCartt, a Republican, was
retained by the committee,
which is composed of five Dem-
ocrats,

Hopton to Asalst

In another development, W. E.
.{Bud) Hopton, director of the
iTennessee Bureau of Criminal
'Identification, agreed to supply
agents to assist in the inquiry.

Hopton’s agents are expected
to visit Montezgle and other
points in that vicinity over the
weekend and draw up a list of

[ 3

prospective witnesses for the
committee to question in its first CHAT, TiviLs
public hearings here next week,
Th o bmit names, .
e agents will submi mes W AD~ q

and the committee will issue or-
ders for the witnesses to report.

The committee met briefly
'during the morning for a dis-
cussion of materials already in
ita hands but McCartt failed to
arrive in time for this session.

So another meeting was held
later in the day for a further!
review of this material, which;

consisted largely of pamphlets, ™
newspaper clippings and trans- ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
cripts of testimony from f;gi : '"-':‘l P
eral agencies and congressio ICTIAL T LA Qs
;:onl:mitétees whichl ha!dt hadte; th\C“\ o Ul\uLﬁ\uOll IED
Jook at the racially integra
school in times gone by. DATE_.Q}_&#.&(. BY Jp
The committee has obtained a IR
certified copy of the achool's
charter, which was issued by
the secretary of state in 1834,
It authorizes.operatioh of & non-
profit corporation for “adult
worker education, training of
“ rural and industrial leaders and ; ", ,_)
~-3 o~ =
i/

general acedemic education.”

V ) ’ o
i” Listed ma incorporators are ~ f~ 2/ o~
]Mylel Horton, t school’s é / / /
“~iader 'and s director;

" | ENCLOSURE




arch 5, 1959

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Director

The Federal Bureau of Investlgation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

L1

Fifteen professors at Sewanee have been under

fire locally for supporting the
\{?7C, C)nghlander Folk School during an investigation by ,
& legislative committee of the State of Tennessee. m

The Charleston News and Courier has written numerous
editorials attacking Ejghlander and the professors for g
stating their belief that the school is not communist, /
: The editorials have been most abusive in the criticism

L of the professors, and I feel that the newspaper editor

woulk like to have these professors disassociate them-

selves from the Highlander investigation or be removed

from their positions at Sewanee.

You no doubt handle thousands of requests like
this one, but I feel that in defence of a cherished
institution, the University of the South, I should 7
seek your advice. I would find it very helpful if !
anything could be made available to me that has been or -
could be made public concerning the status of Highlander
Folk School so far as the Federal Bureau of Investigation
is concerned. I have long heard that nghlander has
been iuveul.a.gu»uu by your great BEgency of our EOVernment.
I have also heard that the State Department routes
visitors to the Tennessee area there.

With best wishes, I am,

ro~ALL INFORMATIZ! CONTAINED VY
HEREIN IS UNCLASSEIZ

(\
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED -

HERESN IS UNCLASSIFIED S .Jo Edgar Hooverﬁ -
DATE ) ﬂj@%l@% o J‘ohi jl'&gd'r Iu};r 3
| T - Directer™ .-
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| Your .!c'ttcr'dstcd srch 5,.7 21959, has deen
received snd yeur tnterest snd csncera in tits metier

sre indeed &ppreciated. -

Wrile I would 1ike to be of service, I must .
edvise that fnformatien ta the files of this Bureau ia

xadintained 88 confidentisl and svailable Jor afftcial
use only in sccordance with & regulatton of the '
Department of Justice. I regret, therefore, thAst

I am unable te be of sassistance to you.

I & sure pou will understend the mecessity,

JSor this poltcy snd will not infer Decause of wmy
inability to be of assistance that we do er de not
have 43 our files the tnformatien you deatrs. M

m’

¥-0.23

Sincerely yours,
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AQZENZIQM, SACH, Sbvannah and Kho:vi!lc @ yi ;H 5e

.'.-.-' ".'-_'\h et

Fnclosed ia P copy of the correapondent'a‘i;gg,
communication. Bufiles centain no identtftable data ~‘;' ,
concerning the correspondaut._* S TR e FOR A

For the tqformation of the Sbvannah Qﬁficc,

the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee,-

reportedly is supported primarily by donations of

individuals and labor unions In the form of payments

Jor studenis altending itas courses. Iil offers courses

of instruction in labor organizations, social economics, "

and general field of labor education. It has had Communiast

Party members on its staff{and has accepted communists

es students. However, it has never offered courses of "~

instruction in communism ner has the Commugjist, Party ever .

succeeded in gaining control of the school. e to its

interracial charscter, it has been the subject of numerocus

allegations that it repregents the headquarters gf cemmunisnm

in #ast Tennessee, These allegations have never been

substantiated, <The Bureau has in the paat conducted &n
——-3investigation of the school and its officials baged upon

conplaints of communist activities at the school. Much

of the subuversive derogatory information coencerning the . -

school was later repudiated by the peraons preutoualy )

jurniahtng the tnformatton.‘gzlp- . e )




RS o ,.>1ﬁe lchool in recent years has becn severely S
eriticized by the Georgia Commisston on EFducation and Aa’jﬁ;;.;
the Comnission has given wide circulation of a four- .
page folder on the school relating to o Labor Day,- =~ ~“1- -
1857, meeting. The Eommisaion refers to jt as & .7 . - . o
communist training school. On January 28, 1959,_the o I
Denncasee State Legislature passed a -resolutien - % - "= T
appointing o commitiee to 1nvestigate communzat N ; S

act;vtties at the achool.

(61-7511)

. The adove is furnished for your information. e g -
The Souannah and Enomville Qﬂficesaare cautioned to de SRR

most circumspeci in the handling of IAgUITIES CONCETR= _',', .
- “ing the Highlander Folk School and be certain the T
' Bureau does not become inuolved in thta controveray.;tr s

[

e Pl . ""!

5 B : - = - t:..' .'..-, - S
F“"J" o BRI - S ;) - o A - 7-..,~ .

viges professors at this
er pire for supporting the Highlander
bIk School during an investigation by legislative commitiee -
bf the State of Tennessee, Being concerned with the well-

. ;szng end protection of the University of the South,he ... .. .
'* inquires whether the Bureau can furnish him imformation .

< which can be made public concerning the status of the * .
£ H1gh1ander Fblk School insofnr as the FBI ia concerned..

-
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S In vtew of the e:rtre;nezy controveraia! Do
. nature of the Highlander Folk School, ﬂaepast ; :
.. attacks upon it by the Georgia Commission of+:
Education and the most recent investigation by Lo AN DT
a committee of the Tenneassee State Legislature, - T
a files confidential reply will best aet‘ue the LI N
Bureau 'a interest in thia mtter. e s e e
oF T sav teaE, o
- ,:'.d_ ;,.7"" - -




Federal Bureau of Investigation
Ua.shing‘hon, D.C.

Dear Sirwm

We understand that the Fe Bureau of Investigation
hag made an investigation of the Highlander Folk School at
Monteaple, Tennessee, As an agency of the Knaxville Minise
terial Association and concerned citizens of Tennessee s We
are anxjous to have all pertinent informmtion which you are
able to give us relative to this school,

There have been widespread accusations of disloyalty
directed against the Highlander School, We feel that if
these accusations are founded in fact, we as citizens and
leaders of our churches need to know it; and if they are not
founded in fact, we wish to be in a position to presént to
the public the true picture,

MAR 17 1958

Respectfully yours,

Vo>

‘__t.\%'l "
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED /

REC. 2
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 3 _
DATE_3/2- BY%@ | é/ 75"// -2 _7
> I

/




- ALL INFORMATION COXTAINED.

10 TENAL AQCO]

- HEREIN }S UNCLASSIFIED -
DATElLIlLB sz%l%}
—BY 7T ;

“ﬁ:ﬁ © " Your letter dated March 14, 1959, has
S been received and the motive which prompted your
communication is indeed appreciated. o
While T would 1tke to e of auutancc, SO

the wato‘vu vf the FBl gas & Jucb-yubrwrluy SgeEncy

does not extend to Jurnishing evaluations er
. comments concerning the character or iIntegrity o,f
.any {ndividual, organization or pudlication. -
Furthermore, Information In the files of this
Bureau is maintalned as confidential and availadle
Jor offictal use only In accordance with a regulation

of the Department of Justice. I regret, therefore, .
that I am unadble to compzy with your reguest Jor - 7

3

Information. Caa L
I am sure you -lu understand the necessity - .
Jor thie policy and will not irnfer from u%atnabutty e
to be of asstatance that we do or do not ve in our - s
Jiles tke tn.formtlon you deﬁrc. .‘, o F g;:
R .
T M Stnccrcly youra, -n? e s
> MAILED-, ‘*-‘-‘ T m o
. he Taih e wE S
L WL A MAR 2 3 195 1 : " Py E2gsr HooVeE S w
g ~ - . John UH" !ﬁ“
o Lo 1‘50:&0 § z
T _'_*_’_“___‘r_, f Knoxville (E‘nclosure) SEE NO_’[E‘, PAM&E""-‘#‘ ‘'z 88
Ll [TX™  EE NOTE ON YELLOW, PAGE‘ b e
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Encloaed b ¥ a copy qf correapondent'a Ietter.
Buj‘tles contain no identifiable data concerning the

corresiondent and no deroiatori iniirﬁtion —

Former Assistant to the Dircctor L. B. ﬂTchoIc
spoke before this Association in 193?. (94_1,2139)

The Hiah]ander Palk Scho QI Uonteagle, Ten

is well known to your office.___ e S
\ ‘ s ' '
.The aboue data is jurniahed,far your informatiau

lh
L
o
o

enly.

S ~ NOTE oW YELLOF- S SRR P

L of numerous allegationa that it 18 o communist school and .
A the headquarters of communism in east Tennessee, due ; .
Lk primarily to its interracial character. These allegations -

At ‘ have never been substantiated., It has been given wide M
. publiciiy by the Georgic Commission on Education which

issued a pamphlet chargim i1t ts @& communist training-

achool. On January 28, 1959, the Tennessece State Legislature

o pessed a resolution appointing a committee to tnuesttgate

co the school. (61=7511) . :

R ' The Htahlander.tolk School has been the subj ot

Ere

In view of the eztrauely controversial nature of .
N this school, the past attacks upon it by the Georgia e
e Commission on Fducation and the pending inquiry by the- i

3 Tennessee State Tenis?a-:‘nrp- +he ahoye ran?n is bel ip_r,mr? Wi

T T T TT P —.v'u‘. f—\--w-'hlz Sheia p
ST . 100 gk 2 TR e .
T e L - 4. . H )
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kT) X irector, ¥BI rﬂ N

when GNP ~as 10 Washington e
he talked with Assistant Director C. 0. Deloach anc ird.cated that he

was interested in the-Highlander Ful< 3chool at NMonteagle, Tennessee. ,§7¢,
H 18 desired that you contuct D i 2 highiy contidential basis
and advise him that this school has neen the subject ot 4 ¢reat deal of

\
. ;8\ controversy.
- | .
N i = 5 You may tell (NP t0at the schous ~lfers covises .é?a__
tz‘f A of anstruction in social economics, iabor organization and labor giictais....

12D

accepted communists as students. It should be puinted out, however, that

repregents tne hequwters of communisn. 1 edster: E'ennessee."' his

AATION COUTA
SLASS

4
It should be pointed out to WY 04! 0 recent "‘(ﬁ?“’
years, the school has been severely criticized by the Geurgia Commission
on kEducation, and the Commission bas given wide circulation of a four-
page {oider relating to a Labor Day n.eeting in 1957.

Attached are Photostats of some items which you may make é
avallable to gD They include the following: (1) a Photostat of a
clipping from The Chattanooga Times, February 20, 1959, (2) a Photostat
of the above-~mentioned paper put out by the Georgia Commission on Education,
aud (3) a Pbotostat of an article from The Chattancoga Times for February 11,
1859. You should advise the Bureau of the results of your contact with
I j7c,ﬁ AY; “1‘1-,“, 1=t
Siaon I [ ?“ T" ?_‘--..-';‘;i' -'I -:1‘.
el ) S (TN ) %f/
oo 3 il "-G-LJ i,
5wl b n.V,_ “ﬁﬁ”{ss-

‘BhL O I
Sotecne . [Y .

el

WAt pooM U3 TELETY
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) i

W.C. Rullivan __
Tele. Koom ___
ditlowmen
mehy

APR29 1959

COMM.FBI

Sﬁ:‘% Furthermore, it has had Communist i'arty men.bers on its.staif pad has A

\

s M the Communist Party has never succeeded in gaining control of the school
2 z‘a nor does the school offer courses of instruction 1o comumsm. Ny, view Y
of it interracial character, there hdve been many «liegations Tanat it :
~

N
alleyation has never been substantiated. <
\

Mmm"\“
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM [ UNITED STATES uuvsusivis S

TO Director, FBI (61-7511) DATE: 4-2-59 prt

AC, Memphis (61-34) Reg :fo
SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL - E

IS - C

FROM

Knoxville Origin

Transmitted herewith is a letterhead memorandum contain-.é;rZI?
ing information obtained on a confidential basis

A

’//,.—.-,_._\

ALY COPIES REGISTERED MAIL @G?(Jy/

‘.2« Bureau (61-~7511) (encl.-v) 1- New Haven(info)(encl -1)
2- Knoxville(61-12) (encl.-=2) 1- New York(info) "(encl,-1)
1- Atianta(info) (encl.-=1) 1- Norfolk(info) (encl.-=1)
1~ Boston(info) (encl.-1) 1- Phiradekphia(info)(encl.-l)
- 1~ Chicago (info) (encl.-1) 1- San Franciscéo(info) (encl.-1)
‘ 1= Dallas(info) (encl.-1) - St, Louas(info) (gncl. -1)
* Jacksonville(info) (encl,-1) Memph1°(61-3q)
1~ Little Rock(info) (encl.-1) ‘5—7(; gm -
1- Los Angeles(info) (encl,-1)
1- Louisville(info) (encl.-1) 72 ;}i_ﬂ P
1~ Mobile(info) (encl.-lg /1/ gy L en -
i~ Newark(info) (encl.-1 )
&@ EEQ"E “ 34 APR 6 1959
SEE RMRQE s- 4- Fon . )
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED | ~~
I*EREIN}S UNCLASSIFIZD  ~ 1 SR

@3 APR231959 [ 5

DAT ty_‘[.é\(ﬂl_BY agef(s%@ ﬁxr
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_/_é_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

E(/Deleted under exemption{s) é 7LC,) "é‘ ’2) with no segregable

material available for releasc to you.

(] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to vou or the subject of your request.

7] information pertained only to a third party. Your name i= listed in the title only.

1 Document(s) originating with the following goverument ageneviies) -
. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencylies);
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Ci-751-A50 Enrel.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Post Office Box 948

?;e;b.ﬁmwﬂ'” Savannah, Georgla
0. June 8, 1959

S

Mr, Cartha D. Deloach

Asslistant Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washlngton, D, C.

Dear Deke:

I have had our files checked on the John's
Island branch of the Highlander Folk School, and
I hope that the attached information will be of
help.

PR As you know, the Bureau has instructed that
ggi*e we are not to get involved in any controversy

1 relating to the Highlander Folk School, and no
investigatlon of it is to be conducted.

Q@ Sincerely,

o gl Ltha- [

S OVO 12 JU‘l 23 W59
"ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED —

HERE!i IS UHCLASSIFIED @ tlatk
DATE s va%@ |
MY
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HIGHLANDER FOLX SCHOOL
JOHN'S ISLAND BRANCH

The Knoxville Office, by letter dated
January 21, 1957, advised that the files of that office
pertaining to the Highlander Folk School disclosed no
information received from any volunteer sources regarding
any "experlmenting" on John's Island on the part of the
Highlander Folk School. The file did disclose that various
sources had volunteered information that the school holds
ressions of study during the summers which are called "work
shops", It was reported that persons from various sections
of the country had been in attendance at such sessions.
Among the topics listed for discussions at the work shop
held in 1956 were "Positive Resistance, Registering and

ALLINFORMATIONCONTAINED ) @ 5/

LOOTIRIQ D] AQQInIT N

Yot div

UINULAYOINILU _ (2 # '
DATE (,? 2 W BY (ld _t @ CWTTLE
:lggéﬂ%ﬁggf ]




Voting, Joint Committee Activity, Transportation, Housing,
Parks and Action Through Churches", It was not known
whether the "experiments" on John's Island had any relation
to these work shops,

The following article captioned "Classes Wh/'
Here Sponsored by Folk School", by OTIS)PERKINS, appeared in—"
the News and Courier, a dally newspaper dublished in Charleston,
South Carolina, on March 11, 1959:

"Interracial Highknd Folk School,
which has been under investigation in Tennessee,
has sponsored citlzenshlp classes among Charleston
County Negroes for the last two years.

"The latest of such classes was
completed on John's Island last Thursday, Similar
classes ~~all plugging registration and voting --
also have been held on Edisto Island and Wadmalaw
Island,

"Reports of the classes had been
rumored here for sometime, Their operation was
verified yesterday by the man who helped set them

up,

"He is Esaw Jenkins, a soft-spoken,
mild-mannered Negro leader of John's Island.

Jenkins, who missed formal educa-
tion, says there's nothing secret or ulterior
about his own brand of private education, He
gives the impression, himself, of belng educated,
which grew from private tuboring as an adult.

—_— 2 -




"Iye only want to make them better
citizens,' he told this reporter on the island last
night., !The main thing 1s to teach them voting.

We want them to understand how to vote intelligently.
We teach them what they ought to know so that when
they go down there to register there won't be any

embarrassment,!

-

"The robust Negro leader spoke as he
sat in the rear seat of an automobile in front of
Wesley AME Church about nine miks northwest of
Charleston on River Road.

"Strangely, not a single white person,
including the county school superintendent or even
officials of the Islands' Citizens Counclls, had
any direct knowledge the Negro adult classes were
being held.

"Jenkins, an honor member of the
National Assn, for the Advancement of Colored People,
sald he long had been interested in the Negro people
of John's Island, where he grew up.

"He said he heard about the Highlander
nd its operation sometime before the classes
up. .

"Tn 1955, two white girl students
of the Tennessee school came to Charleston., They
sat with Negroes to observe court procedure,

They were admitted iIntegratlionlsts.

"Jenkins recalled they visited his
John's Island home while here., He said also that
Myles Horton, founder and director of Highlander
Folk School, had visited in Charleston County.
Horton last was here about a year ago, Jenkins said.

"Jenkins said he approached Highlander

ult classes here,

Q
ja
10)]
)
o
ot
[
o3
m
Le)
)
O

"Highlander personnel, according to
reports, came here and set up the school and then
left them to local leadership. Jenkins said the

- 3 --
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2
teacher at John's Island is Bernice Robinson, f) Gl'ﬂn
who 1s paild by the foundation through’/Highlander -~
Folk School, He sBays the teachers at Wadmalaw
and Edisto Islands also apparently work under the

same arrangement, -

"She declined to discuss details
of the operation last night, saylng such would
have to come from Highlander. The arrangement
by which teachers are paild and the number of
students enrolled also are avallable only through
Highlander records at the school's Monteagle,
Tenn., headgquarters, she sald,

"The class sessions, whiéh last
about three months for each group of students,
are held two hours nightly in a bullding formerly
owned by the John's Island School Distrlet, The
property was purchased by Jenklns, who also operates
a grocery store in front of the structure housing
the classroom,

"Subjects, besides voting, include
reading, writing and sewlng, Jenklins reported.
He said several men and women students can nelther
read nor write, Some progress well, be added.

"Jenkins teaches the voting classes,
which are held in conjJunction with the Palmetto
State Voters Assn, The association meets each
Monday night., Its purpose, llke that of the
classes, 1s to promote Negro registration and
voting,

"Students of the classes and persons
attending the assoclation meetings, are given sample
South Carolina voter registration application blanks,

"The forms are explained point-by-
point and line by line, 'We also try to teach them
the meanling of some of the words,' Jenkins said,

"The next classes wlll be held in
December, Jenkins said. He explained that they
are held for the period of December through Feb-
ruary because no farming is being done durlng that
pericd.

-} a-




“Many of the people attending the
classes, one John's Islander reported, are com-
pletely illiterate., They come in from remote
sections, 'Some of them never have seen the clty,'!
he explained. 'They have no idea what's going on
outside thelr section.!

"Jenkins, in answer to a question,
sald he didn't believe Horton of the controversial
T daes smaleeamnT 4o a ~As;samecsead sde Tamisrd vum aadAd
n.L&LLJ.GLlU.CL DWIIWVW,L L9 @G LVUWUHUWILILD Vv, JTIMLILD Dd\L
Horton never did or said anything as far as he
knew to indicate he was a Red,

"The school has been accused of
harboring subversive elements and of being a
breeding ground for agitators. It faces the loss
of its charter as a privately operated institution
as a result of the lnvestigation by the Tennessee

- ol W

"1We dontt believe in violence,!
Jenkins said of hls association. 'We tell our
people to be respectful., This thing (integration)
can't be done over night, It's a revolution.
There's no use of us fighting over it.' He sald
the Highlander school hadn't suggested the classes
as a tool of integration,

"Jenkins owns, besides the grocery,
a restaurant in Charleston and some buses, He 1s
a leader of the Wesley Church,

"He says he hopes to start a Negro
housing project on the i1sland -- to get Negroes out
of shacks.

"Maybe that would serve as an example
and they'd try to build better houses,' he commented,
Jenkins says he belleves in teachling by example. He
has put three children through college, and has one
child in high school and another in grammar school.
He says he hopes other Negroes will do likewise."

—



eac, bavanna.h

Ja i'/[ ZCtDr. ‘2 /

M

HIGHLANDER FOLK SC'BOOL

MAILED 4

JUN2Z 2 1959

COMM.FBI

TELETYPE UNITL ¢

DS S

'S Isla.nd Eranch of the H.lghlander Polk
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Director, FBI (61-12) 'DATE: 8/11/59
SAC, Knoxville (61-12)

L/jﬂIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
Is - C

Enclosed are two copies of newspaper

clippings appearing in The Chattanooga Times,
e a daily publication, Chattanooga, Tennessee, on
. August 2, 1959, page 1, concerning this school.

ALL INFORMATICN CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASS:12D
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’2)— Bureau (Encls, 2)
1 - Knoxville REC. 43 25 AuG 13 1959
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Padlock Petition Against
School Being Prepared
After Whisky Found

Special o The Chatiagnoopa Times

MONTEAGLE, Tenn—Armed
.jwith search warrants obtained’
tate Friday night from a jus-
tice of the peace at his home,
aind state officers led
by Dist. Atty. Gen. A. F. Sloan
raided the controversial High-
lander Folk School near herej
and broke up a banquet aftend-

ed by 30 or more Negro couplea

-4 H'ul:’!_\;'

Brent Eug;ne’ﬁam,ﬂ
of Los Angeles; Guy Hughes
!Cu.ra.wa.n Jr, 3z, also of Los
Angeles. an _entertainer with/]
some renown as a folk singer
and musician, and Perry Mac-
Kayefturges, 84, Shelter Ialand :
Heights, NY. [ soapcc il

The men, as well as others nt
the school, had been participating
fn one of the regular summer
workshops conducted by the instl-
tution which has admitted its
strong ndvocacy of racial 'l.ntegra
tion.

Atty. Gen. Sloan said the pad-

jock petition against the schoal

would be presented to Circuit
Judge C. C. Chattin, explaining
that the school then would have
tive days to appear in cour’ and

answer the petition.
S i

I

petiffon “in all likelihood uld

and several white persens. i

Sloan disclosed Saturday that.
Fe was preparing a padlo k
etition against the school, §o|
: e presented in court “wi

12 nox1 fow days.y .

Mrs. SBeptima P.“Clark,
jwho identified herself as di-
irector of education at the
‘school, was placed under ar-
rest after officers discovered
guantitiex of whisky and gin
on the property,

es young men, who re-
_iportedly interfered with the of-
~{ficers in their efforts to take
Mrs. Clark into custody, also

.1Grundy County jail In Alta-

. mont.

T alon cnd

Z1TITAaNTU Bond

! ofn  SONG
i

& preliminary hearing next
Thursday at 4 pm. in Alta.
muont, presumably before Squire|
John P. Wright, who tssued
the search warrants. N
Mras. Clark’'s bond was sct
at $500 on the whisky posses-

Tha men. rdlesasd

+ a2 IIIRN, T8

1 ~h
sion charge.

under bond of $250 each on
charges of drunkennes=, inter-
fering wikisaffiogrs and resist- |
were Identified l.sl

ing arrest,

were arrested and taken to the

All were released early Sat-|
: urday morning after posting’
cash bonds for appearance at

e nitorney general u% his

Sed Prre Eleven, Column Une

ARRESTED IN RAID
]

From Page One

also Include & request for \in or-
der that the charter of Highlander
be revoked. If such an order were
jssued, It would be directed to the:
secretary of state. ) J

A legisiative lm‘estigatingL
committee earlier this year con-!
cluded ity probe of the school;
by urging action leading toward
revocation of the charter.

8loan said he would charge in
his padlock petition that the

school §s a "public nuisance™ and
is “‘engaging i law viclations"” by

R ¥

possessing and serving whisky '
angd other intoxicating beverages '

in a dry county.

Mrs, Clark, an elderly Negro
woman, was the only school offi-
cial present when the ralding,
" party arrived late Friday night.]
Myles Horton, director of the

' schoal, reportedly is abroad with|’

his tamily Mrs. Clark told officers
she was in c.harge in Horton’s ab-
sence.

«oining Sloan in the raid were
Eiston Clay, Grundy County sher-
lff Kenneth shelton Tenneasee
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yreau of Criminal Identification;

county deputies amd-emamaers of
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mAny years has bewﬁmﬁw
. af—w=traMiing school for labor

-~ | Jeaders from throughout the na-
. tion, but especially in the Suuth.!

* Highlander are operated on an.

‘denied -repeatedly any Commu-

‘l-ﬂrhhnrh_r

and has pushed openly for a
speed-up in school integration in
ithe Routhern =states. Most of:
the seminars and workshops &t]

integrated basis. |

Charges that the achool has
Communistic leanings were ex-
plored rather thoroughly by the
legistative committee, meveral
members of which felt teat the
ultra-liberal positions of High-

lander officlals place them in
the cless of *left-wingers.” Hor-| .
ton and others on the ataff have

nist connections and the inv
tiggtors failed to turn up

red proof to support the char

T commiftee, however,
regommend that the schools’
stftus as & tax-exempt instl-|

tribinem ha =
tution be ended and itz c}'.a:'ter

revoked. ]
Should Judge Chattin suatain
the attormey general's plea for
padlocking the school, the order
would remain in effect untit the
October term of circuit court
when another hearing would be
ascheduled on the queation of:
making the order permanent.
Sloan sald Saturday that he
had no intention ¢f denying
esidential use of the homex on|-
hs grounds of the achool, but
st his petition, 1f g'rnnted
ould prohibit thelr continued
se a8 gathering places and sites
or the institution's regular op-
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¢ ATHHANDER
* IRESTED NRAD

'Pad!ock 'Petition Against
Schoot Being Prepared
After Whisky Found

Zpecial to The Chattanoopa Times

with search warrants obtsgine

lijander Folk School near here!
-‘and broke up a banquet attend-|

‘fed by 30 or more Negro coupl
'and several white persons. *
&loan disclosed Saturday that
'he was preparing a padlock
Ipetition mgainst the school, to
'Ibe presented in court *“within
tha next few days.”
. #&rs. Seplima P. Ciark,} 61,
LW identified herself as

di-
\
regtor of  education at Jthe
‘achool, was placed undersd ar-

efter officers discovered
iquanlities of whisky and gin
!nn the property.

i Three young men, who re-
i portedly interfered with the of-
ficors Sn their efforis to teke
ngs. Thark into custody. also

F:'es!.

were arrested and taken to the,

!Grundy County jail in Alta-
mont.

' Released on Bond

: All were released early Sat-
rurday morning after posting
|

Fcash bonds for mppearance at
.8 preliminary hearing mext
{Thursdey at 4 pm. in Alta-)

iwont, presumably before Sguire
-, Wright, who issued
‘Lhe sgearch warrnnts.\

Mra. Clark’s bond was set
&t §500 on the whisky posses-
jgion charge. The men, released
‘under bond of 3250 each on
lchargas ofedewnbkagness, inf¥r-

ifering with officers and rerist-

MONTEAGLE, Tenn.—Armed

late Friday night from a jus! .-Atty.“(ien. S]os:n Fa[-(‘i the ?ad:
|tice of the peace at his home,|10ck petition ngainsi the school
county and state officers led, Would be prélented to Circuit
* % Dist. Atty. Gen. A, F. Sloan|Tudge C. C. Chattin, explaining
.,raided the controversial High-|thal the schoul then would bave

-
|

B;em; ‘Eugene

|Carawan- Jr., 32, also of Los
i Angeles, . an entertainer with
jsome renown as & folk ainger|

d musician, and Perry Mzc-
‘!-I‘{r;y Sturges, 34, Shelter Island
| Heights, N.Y.

The men, as well as others at
the school, had been participating
in one of the regular summer
workshops conducted by the insti-
tution which has admitted ita
strong advocacy of raclal integra-
i ton. .

tive days to appear in court and
er the petition.

The attorney general said !
pefilion *‘in gll likelihood'* wo
Seg_Paga Eleven, Column O “

I Iﬁ T HIGHLANDER
A DO

From‘i’i—g; One
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alse Include a request for

be revoked. If such an order ware
Issued, It would be direcied to the
secretary of state,

A legislative Investigating
committee earlier this year con-
cluded its prabe of the schoal

ar w1m o e o s

by urging action leading toward
| revocation of the charter.

8loan said he would charge mn
his padiock petition that the
school ix & "publie nuisance' and|
i “enggging‘ in law violations’ hy
possessing and serving whisky
[and other intoxicating beverages|
in a dry county. :

Mrs. Clark, an elderly Negro

Wwoman, was the only school offi-
cial present when the raiding|
party arrived late Friday night.
Myles Horton, director of the
, school, reportedly is abroad with
his family. Mrs, Clark told officers
she was in charge in Horton's ab-
kence.

|, Joining Sloan in the rajd were
iElston Clay, Grundy County sher-
i, Kenneth Shelton, Tennessee

1 of Criminal Idéﬂ_ﬁf%m;‘
<ounty deputies and fSembers ‘of

iing arrest, were identified ‘a8

the highway patrel. =, . .. .
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or-|.
der that the charter of Highlander|

grkndalﬁ, 22,
| Ftor=Rngeles; GLy 4 haicd fraining school

. denied repeatedly any Commu-

" tigators failed to turn up @8y

4. schednled on the guestion of

Highlander Folf School for
many years has been ting
or labor

Ieadera from throughout the na-
tion, but especially in the South,
and has pushed openly for =
speed-up in school iniegration in
the Southern atates. Most of
the seminars and workshops at
Highlander are operated on an
integrated baxia. 3

Charges that the achool has
Communistic lsanings were ex-
plored rather thoroughly by the
legislative committee, mseveral
membern of which felt trat the
ultra-liberal pesitions of High-
lander officials place them in
the claas of “Jefi-wingers.” Hor-

ton and othery on the ataff have

nist connections &nd the inves-
real proof.to support tha chagye.
Thi committee,
req@mmend that the schopl's
stafux as a iax-exempt Insti-
tutfon be ended and its charter
revoksd. .

Bhould Judge Chattin mustain
the attorney general's plea for
padlocking the school, the order
would remain in effect until the
October term of circuit court
when another hearing would be

making the order permanent.

Sloan said Saturday that he
had no intention ¢f denying
residential use of the homes on
the grounds of the achool, but
thit his petition, if granted,
would prohibit thelr continued
use as gathering places and sites

however, Rid| -

natityjlons-saguiar op-
. - '

erations.
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Oﬁ?(‘e Memomrndum « UNITED S%:STES GOVERNMENT

TO . Director, FBI (61-7511) DATE: 9/11/59

- ‘ ‘CONFIDMNTIAL

/rrom : SAC, Knoxville (61-12)

o .
: lc"i'.Lf TR R W oy
LEE IS LY

SUBJBCI'-O HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
- MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
INFORIATICH CONCERNING

Enclosed is original and seven copies of a '2

This memorandum is not being disseminated
to local intelligence agencies.
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UNC;;;D STATES DEPARTMENT OF TICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Gl7 ¥Walnut Stirect, S.W.

Kroxville 02, Tenuessee
Szptember 11, 1553

perd
g ——  CONFIRENTIAL ,
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IIOFITRAGLE, TENIEGOEE
LiPOATION COICIRIING

A copy o a mipecgrophed letter was received
by th2 Enoxzvillie Office of the 31 bearing the return
address of tae Highlaudar Follz School, Monteegle,
Tennessae, Tn%? mimeszraphed letter reads as follows:

"iighlander Folk School
Monteagle, Tennosses

Lorten to Fellow Ternnesseazns:

l‘\

Tae State Iegis1ative Investigatiosa insztigated
by Atty., Geal. Bruce Bznnet of Arkansas spectacularly
failed to provz that Highlander's stand on integration
was subversivz, Hevertheless our District Atty, weas
instructed to find som2 other excuse for cleosing the
school,

¥hile I was away somgthing hapazned that ,T’[j }
shocke 1 decent pescple, Wrs. Septimarslavk, High~ { a9
lander's “cucatlonal Director, an’ outstanding church _:fff;_,—»f
womaun, wac arrested and hauled off to jail in the midst

of an integrated workshop. (At present she is conduct-

ing a workshop attended by 33 pecple, including a number

Gi toreigr visitors sent by the State Department, with

her usual diznity.)
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According to the Nashville Tennessean Sloan

cornmnd *hnat e sand A wihiah ha Adrnandad noes Fanrn dtha
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