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Chest Opens McCrackm Inquu'y .
"As Church Asks His Removal -

“intivibual o0 follow hs eom-] |
science. My conscience el me 1
that war M wrong Therefome.| j
1 esanot voluntarily give to ity
supparL. 1 do not bellieve it u
any'one’s province to stand in|j
judgment of another’s eonsct.
entious eonvictions.®

r A Cormwnunity Chest iﬂvud
+  geton of the Rev, Maurice Mc-
Creckin, Qincinnati minlster
ahy refuss W pay lncoms
tares, will come lonhﬂd"h
he very pear future”
Thampeon, executive director of
the Ohest, pald yesterday.

. Thampesn's  iialamint WS
giveri on the heels of a du-
closure that the Knox Presby-.
terian Church, Hyde Park, hms
asked the Cincinnati Prestntery
o remove Rev. Mry MoCrackin
a1 pustor of the West Cincin-
nati St Barmabas Church.

The micisier serves aino 83
axecutive of the Findiey Street
Neighbochood House, & Chest

agency.

His refusel w my income
tanes as & e5t At AT
amen's and, more recentiy, hie |
attendance uT a lLabor Day llt'l'“l Rt R
: drar o a Te-nmesee schoo
¥ charged with Cammunist oon- &LV, MALRICE xoCRACH to withhold such Information.jco
_ rections has brought bim under 'responsle  body, take what- and his stated latention to takelsr ..
—g bire. ever action ¥ lm!l“l‘ﬂl by the Uu- matter to his congregation.|th -~

body, of Knox Church detalled
charges against Rev. Mr. Mc- .
Craciie=th’a Jetler 10 Dr. Low-ita ht ’

ury of the Cincinnati Pres-l,

huvtame
=Ty,

The allegations included their
clergyman’s “refwsal, ﬂl.lm
1843, to pay the iax, and pew
his refusal te file & veturn;” .
his refusal te give the Intermal|y,
Revease Sanics salary infer.] .
mation; his request to thelp
church’s Vestry-Seasion to lm-iR,

N struct the church’s bookkenper|y,

“Chest officials are deeply;iscia The ietier charged ihal Rev.|H
. concermed wbout this problem.| =Our lavestlgation bs et P9tiMr. McCrackin s setting & bad|ar
% snd n. clting “wverycomplried but the ecmmunity! example and §s “no longer aito
s setious egations”™ againstioan be sssured that the beard’ saitable person to serve West T
. re- i the mw of ﬁ"ih“ of the chast will Cineinnat St Blrnlbal. iu
A A “We are atiering facls.” se te It that & falr comriusion “ ey oo "emnon sinn askad O -
:-" N . MM oan tinwed “Thoer ‘sased on facts wlill be l'fll"l’d that its financial su nrla
V5 b\]‘ \“\ v facts will b presrated ta the = the Sery mear future” nt Cincrmat-St go

boacd of directors of the Fiad-' Rev. Mr. McCrackin had thivpe'y iindriwn, R

lay Btrest Neighborbood House'to S0y Dr. Palmer would not eum- l'h

with the request that #t. se o' "1 bellme In the right of the meny an the Jotfer. But the Rev. e

e t'tr‘“ B tha Fauiwmel

S BIRTHs I ""“'“‘_j’*"ohia
: =S u'=‘-""-""-"--"|1..

) ’ Knox~Uhurch, said the letter o

. J R In Th H ' | the Presbytery for study. €
’ Although West Cincinnati-St.
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“LECION UNIT—-—;;;W i JiOncin gy
under pubhc fire in 1

Hlts At Pastor'

Associs_i;ed With School
t - Charged With Red

I Connections

" The Hamilton Cdunty Coun-

cil’ of the American Yegion}

loosed its first official blast
yesterday at the Rev. Maurice

McCrackin, West End minister:

uander attack for attending &
wminar at 8°Tennessee school
*harged ‘with Communist con-
nections,

Previously, elements in the
Legion ranks had talien pot

ots at Rev. Mr. McCrackin,
{Rpt yesterday's blast was.more
! & broadside.

e Legion also denounced
Jarfles C. Paradise, president of
the Cincinnati Chapter of the
American Civil Liberties Union,
and the Rev. Luther Tucker,

topal-Presbyterian Church, as

hunmv'fm of Reov, Mr. Me-l

VLTS AT

Crackm -
¢ In a statement slgned by Neil
‘Wetterman, the Legion coun-
Jcﬂs Hamilton County Amer-
iicanism chairman, Paradise and
‘Rev Mr. Tucker were charged|’
with “distorting facts” in a
'‘public meeting on charges
against Rev. Mr. McCrackim
January 16 at St. John's Uni-
tarian Church, Clifton.

As for Rev., Mr. MoCrackin

himaelf, the Legion's spokegman!-

'declared 1t “opposes and will

continue to oppose” his presen-|

tation of his beliefs to youth.
The Legion described
Mcdpackin's beliefs as «
menty to the best interests
our ocowatry.” Y s

 DATE_3p|gd BYSP

G/ DS -AERE

pastor of the Indian Hill prs- :

i pay income taxes.|'

recent months criticisen of
has stemmed from his at-
tendance last Labor Day at a
minar held at the H;ghlander
Folk School, Monteagle, Tenn.
Several Communist-mnnectbn
chargeg have baen hurlad at the
nd‘zpol)

Wetterman’s ‘statement
char'ged Paradise and Rev. Mr
Tucker made public false in-
+ formation about a ‘government
witness in a Federal *“Com-

munism” ease against Myles
‘Horton, director of the High-
'lander school, |

Wetterman said Rev Mr.
Tucker had circulated létters,
stating the government witness’
was discharged by the Federal!
Bureau of Investigation, and,
that the case against Horton:
had been dropped because of
' perjured tesnmuny by the
'witness, .

“This is & dellbersto Imtrnth,
made without substantiation,
in addition to being an improper
|use of the FBI's name,” Wetter-
i iman sald. l

The Legion gpckesman sald
,tParadise gave out the seme in-*
. formation fn the January 16!
az Johm's Chureh meeting,
Wetterman sald the Legion
Council “has placed a full re-
port of this matter” in the
|hands of FBI Direc-tm' J. Edgar.
L Hoover. - |

He zdded that the 'Degions
'stand on Rev. Mr. McCrackin|
{and his supporters has been en-

orsed unanimously by mem-
| f the First Dis hio
Amy .

CINCINNATI ENCUIRER
incinnati, Chio
DATE 2/ /0) 5 £

-k ST IA
raahb A4

EDITION Morning Fin:

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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. (KNOXVILLE ORIGIN) . , DAT 2 q. BY

HIST

Reference is made to Philadelphia letter dated 12/27/57
captioned as above. :

Por the information of Philadel hia Office

8 that there were 100,000 copies of the publication -
captioned "Highlander Folk School" printed and distributed

by the Georgia Commission on Education 220 Agriculture
Building, 19 Hunter St., Atlanta 3, Ga. éadvised he did
not know to whom this publication was being distributed, but
believed that it would be mailed to those individuals who

are in local and State politics, as well as those throughout
the United States.politically inclined on a national level,
He advised he did not know if former Special Agents of }
the FBI had received copies of this publication unsolicited
in the mail. :

a écnfidential Sohrce whose

© ot
(§[~ Bureau (hﬁﬂﬁéll) (1 encl.) RM
1 - New York (infp.) (1 encl.) RM

2 - ‘lfnrnrv‘i'\'\é M-‘.'l 19\ RM

1l -~ Philadelphia (100-3448) (info.) RM
Atlanta (100-804) .
B135
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Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and New York are copies of
this publication entitled "The High_lander Folk School”.

A copy of this letter is furnished to New York for information
purposes only, as well as to Philadelphia and Knoxville, Origin.
in this case. - ST :
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March 24,1958 \
CAMPBELL CHAPTER D. A. R. [

NABHYILLE, TENNESEEE

2 Mr, ¥. Edgar Hoover, | ;‘\
£ Washington, D. C. Jf?

My Dear Sir:
The members of Campbell Chapter, .
Daughte of the American Revolution,one
hundre strong,wish to call your attention
to the ﬂhghlander s_School located. in Mopnt-
eagle ,Tennessee and urge you to take stéps
to revoke 1t's charter, We are not familiar
with the necessary technical procedure for
such &an act but have confidence in your
knowledge and abllity,

We feel that this school,though
accomplishing some good,ls Influencing the
mountain people of thet area towsrd Commun-
iatic 1desals,

_ We do not want such a school any~-
R where but certainly not in Tennessee,
B We would like for you to know we
1?? S stand firmly back of you in all such efforts.
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Dear

Your letter dated llafch 24. 1958 hes been received
end I appreciate the interest vhich pronpted your comunicetion. -

— ¥ wenvild Te&La almd aees ‘1._- aha IMNY da wadm -o‘
4 WUWIM AIAT l U.lll!. VML MIZL LI FLa 15 B¢l AW b A
a fact-gathering agency does not make evaluations or
draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any kg
- {ndividual or organization. Also, the revocation of the ~° '~
charter of the school you mentioned {s not acpatter, withln T
the jurisdiction of the FBI but is a responsjbility-of o
officials of the State of Tennessee, In view.of the coments
in your letter, you may desire to dlscuss thb ntter with
appropriate state ofﬂciell. te o SF ]
In the event you secure additlonal.date wirich you T
believe to be of interest to this Bureau, you ngz désire to =z
comrunicate directly with the Special Agent im Charge of our >
Memphis Office located at, 1104 te;'ick uildlng. Memphis 3, =
Tennessee, vree - E T ‘r%‘:
I an indeéd g'ul-eterul For your kind remrks L °
indicating this Bureeu as’ the,pl?port of your orgenization.
vy n-—--"_._._._.__._. thy . -
e S =TFRT | 7 Sincerely qpu;s,ﬂ?ﬂ {a" 4@”[ -
.y lson ‘ APR 5:3 - - at R “‘. st
“TRichsle o -t |Nlm..|l.. “ ‘ . . r; J Edga.l' H.OOV . | o
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aom___:]: Lnoxv111e ‘.E:’%c re) o Lot o .'f?‘,,‘,Q'.ﬁ,‘l AL¥ER,
Tme— 3 - Memphis (Epblosure) o o il UL ey
[ LT p— ___;;“_ NOTI N -"’:12) - &!__;\-ISE.L‘“ Wg ,i‘
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Y ' Correspondent desires to €all the Bureau's .

: - attention to the IHlighlander Folk School. She feels the-
school is influencing the people of that area toward
communistic ideals. She states she i{s not familiar with
the technical procedure to revoke the charter of the
school but has confidence in the Director's knowledge and
ability. She also states that she and the organization
she represents stand firmly back of tbe Dirgctor, _~

‘ /L NTEG ] g L 225 .
- The Highlander.Folk School igjguppo ted primarily
by donations from individuals and labor unions in form of

‘payments for students attending its courses. It offers

courses of instruction in labor organization, social econom

and the general field of labor education. It has had cr
members on its staff [and has followed the practice of . ;
welcoming communists as students. . It has never offered ;.
courses of instruction in communism, nor h the cp ever

ﬂ"f‘f‘ﬂ.ﬂ I'A E r.

.au\.uobucu in aining control of the b\.uuux. to {ts
interracial cﬁaracter it has been the subj q of numerous
past allegations that it represents the headquarters for §
- comnunism in Eastern Tennessee, The allegat ons have neve
. been substantiated} (61-731 11210) e e
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STANI] ARD & g ;‘:::QE
" The Inside of Politics Tﬁﬁ 0 e T ¥ ——

Mr. Trotter

SUITE 1202 — 105 WEST MADISON STREET Yo W.C-Sullivan

Mr. Holloman___.
Miss Gandy.

June 13,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED GHICAGO 2, L. B
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED |
DATE lo]zd BY )

@é/,;//: R 54//z{./

. s

y/ LR Ve T o 2T

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover,
Director, )
Federal Bureau of Investigation, s
United States Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Hoover.

The enclosure will explain
itself.

Thought you might like to

see it, i.e., if you have not already re-

ceived copies fro

nc.
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Your letter of June 13, 1058, with enclosurs,

has been received., You may be sure that I deeply appreciate

the Interest which prompted you to hrhig this matter to my

a

184
WA8Y oNIOvIY -, 53y

Slncereiy yourﬁ,

<

NOTE:

He enclosed the nuhbli

B E AR L d L 2% e maraa

cation, "Highlander FolK School, ** which has

previously been brought to the Bureau's attention on numerous occasions
This school, which is supported primarily by donatiofis from fndividuals
and labor unions, offers courses of instruction in labor-org-aniglation,_

; -~ o - T e . . B 3o - -
social economics and the general field of labor education, s had

CP members on its stafffand has followed the practice of se
communists as students, "It has never offered courses'of inst#ction in
comm m nor has the CP ever succeeded in gaining ¢ontrol q'gthis
achool, | Twe to its international character, it has beenjhe subject of

many t allegations that it represents the headquartefs for communisn

Tolsen ___
Belmont
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tomenar- - in Eastern Tennessee, ‘Tlase allegations have never been substantiated.
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Mr. J. Edger Hoover, 3 = = .
Dear Sir o o

Yon Find inclosed Some Paper. there a lot of talk
about this School Some of the Doctors and Preacher
here are going down there making. talks I think it
ought to be look in to, it the only School of it )
Ilind in Tenessie theg Say and Preacher From other .~
States are telling about it over the Radio Ark, . '
Texas and other States, Saying Tenessie has a
comminist School I dont Know any thing about it. .
You can tell more when you read this papers. - h

Yours Trqu.A_h Lo B ERR T '
.
CRUE COPy T P Pt S
ALL INFORM TIONCONTAINED - -+ .
HEREIN \s %JNCLAS?IFIED DR
- {ATE 8|28 BE@%‘ |




Communism

and the




Preface

The information contained in this publi-
cation was presented under oath by Doctor
J. B. Matthews at a public hearing of the
Florida Legislation Investigation Committee,
on Monday, February 10, 1958 at the State
Capitol, in Tallahassee, Florida.

The Florida Legislation Investigation Com-
mittee is a legislative investigating committee
authorized under the Florida law to compel
the attendance of witnesses and their testi-
mony under oath.

Georgia Commission on Education
19 Hunter Street, 5. W,

220 Agriculture Building

Atlanta 3, Georgia




introduction

In the pages which follow, certain propositions will
emerge from the evidence submitted. For the most
part, original Communist sources have been cited in
order to let the Communists speak for themselves. It
should be clear that—

1) The Communists are at work, with their custom-
ary fanatical dedication, in stirring up trouble in the
field of public school integration in the South;

2) The Communists have been at work for some
thirty years in the field of agitation among Negroes;

3) The Communists have organized and promoted a
succession of united fronts and fronts designed espe-
cially for winning Negroes to Communism;

4) The tactics of Communist agitation among Ne-
groes are greatly altered from time to time, but the
basic objective of violent revolution remains un-
changed;

5) Whatever the line of the Communist Party on
the Negro question may be at a given moment, it is
based upon the so-called Marxist-Leninist analysis and
is dictated by Moscow in the special interests of the
Soviet Union;

6) There is a vast Communist literature on the
subject of Communism and the American Negro;

7) One of the announced goals of the Communist
program is the confiscation without compensation of
the property of the white capitalists and landowners in
the South;

B) The Communists favor racial amalgamation and
assert that a Communist revolution would speed up
the process;

9) The Communists have established friendly con-
tacts with the Negro leaders of most of the recent in-
tegration incidents in the South;

10) The Communists rely chiefly upon the support
which they are able to command from misguided South-
ern liberals;

11) This is an era in Communist strategy when the
Party has reverted to the united front policy which
prevailed immediately prior to and during World War
1

12) Communist leaders have asserted that “Negro
liberation™ is their Number One issue on the domestic
front.




Communists, Negroes, and Integration

The Communist Party has long been expert at the
business of fishing in troubled waters — the more
troubled, the more to its liking.

The Communist Party is at it again today; and, un-
fortunately, the “Keep Off” signs have been taken
down by order of the U. 8. Supreme Court, in its deci-
sions of June 17, 1957, affecting the Communist con-
spiracy.

If any issue in our society today may be properly
characterized as troubled waters, it is unquestionably
the issue raised by the Supreme Court’s desegregation
order of May 17, 1954. And there is no hazard in
.7+ that these waters will be troubled for a long
time o come.

The sjtuation is one which the Communists have
welcomed eagerly. It offers them an almost unparall-
eled opportunity to exploit, for their own ulterior and
revolutionary purposes, the inevitable social turbulence
resulting from the Supreme Court’s order for public
schooi integration. Violent agitation is the meat on
which Communism feeds.

The Bait: Negro Liberation

tne bait on the Communist hook is “Negro libera-
tion.” a phrase which has been reiterated by Communist
izuder, with such frequency over the years that it has
kccome a cliche. Tt matters not that liberation at the
hends of Communists is demonstrably a cruel euphem-
ism for a slavery worse than that from which Lin-
cein's Emancipation Proclamation freed the Negroes.
Tne Conununists still approach the Negro people of
the United States with the promise of liberation dang-
ling from their hook.

As long ago as 1928, the Communist Party of the
United States published a pamphlet written by John
Pepper, the representative of the Communist Interna-
tional in the United States, in which Pepper said: “The
Communists must participate in all national liberation
movements of the Negroes which have a real mass
character.” (American Negro Problems, p. 14; em-
phasis in original)

{n & Communist pamphlet entitled “The Road to Ne-

/' retion,” published in 1934, Harry Haywood
e o=~ “Party leadership in the Negro liberation
movemen.” (p. 62)

In 1937, the Communist Party issued 2 pamphlet
¢nirifed "“The Road to Liberation for the Negro Peo-
ple.” by Abner W. Berry and others.

Ten years later, in 1947, Negro Communist leader
Benjamin J. Davis published his pamphlet entitled “The
Path of Negro Liberation,” in which he wrote:

{Consequently the Negro people are moving in
the direction of some form of statehood in the Black

6

Belt. This would mean an adjustment or rectification
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the Black Belt area where the Negro people are in
a majority. {p. 19, 20)

In 1948, Negro Communist leader Harry Haywood
published a book entitled Negro Liberation.

That “Negro liberation” has priority on the Com-
munist Party’s agenda today is confirmed by the fore-
most Negro Communist leader in the United States.
Writing in Political Affairs, the theoretical magazineg
of the Communist Party, U.S.A., which lays down the
Party line, Benjamin J. Davis declares:

The struggle for Negro rights—particularly in the
deep South—is the single most crucial and decisive
issue in the United States today . . . The massive
significance of the national liberation struggles of the
Negro and colonial people, here and abroad, envelops
this work with additional importance. (p. 13)

Negro Republic in the Black Belt

The Communist slogan of “Negro Liberation” is
simply a watered-down version of the Party’s original
siogan of “A Negro Republic in the Black Beit.” The
propaganda which the Communist Party conducted on
the basis of the latter slogan fell flat in its appeal to
Negroes and only served to show how far the Kremlin's
agents are removed from the realities of the American
scene.

In October, 1930, the Communist International
adopted a resolution “on the Negro Question in the
United States.” It was published in the United States
by Workers Library Publishers, the pubiishing adjunct
of the Communist Party, in 2 pamphlet entitled The
Communist Position on the Negro Question.

On the subject of an independent Negro republic in
the Black Belt, the Comintern took the position that
“as Jong as capitalism rules in the United States the
Communists canpot come out against governmental
separation of the Negro zone from the United States.”
(p. 51) But, in the event of the establishment of a
Soviet government in the whole United States, Com-
munist Negroes would come out against “separation of
the Negro Republic from federation with the United

States,” while unconditionally giving “the Negre popu-

lation of the Black Belt freedom of choice even on this
question.” (p. 50-51)

The Comintern’s resolution held that there was a
“prospective sharpening of the national conflicts in the
South, with the advance of the national revolutionary
Negro movement,” and that in such a situation the
Communist Party must “stand up with all strength and
courage for the struggle to win independence and for
the establishment of a Negro republic in the Black

Belt.” (p. 51-52)




Wiltiam Z. Foster points out that the Program of the
Communist International declares for:

The recognition of the right of all qatiqns, irre-
spective of race, to complete self-determination, that
is. self-determination inclusive of the right to State
separation. (Toward Soviet America, P. 304)
Foster then applies this principle of self-determina-

tior and State separation (or secession from the United
States) to the Negro population in the Black Belt, in
the following statement:

Accordingly, the right of self—deter_minaﬁan will
apply to Negroes in the American Soviet system. In
the en.ralled Black Belt of the South, where the
Megroes are in the majority, they will have the fullest
right to govern themselves and also such white mi-
norities as may live in the section. (ibid, p. 304)

Confiscation
The program of the Communist Party calls for the
confiscation of the property of the white people in the
so-caled Black Belt. According to William Z. Foster,
«omng o ins book entitled Toward Soviet America:
In « Soviet system, the Negro will have the most
e entity—economically, politically, social-
ly . . . He will have ample tand, confiscated from
-+« erert white landlords . . . Socialism will mean
tihe iirst Teal freedom for the Negro. He is beginning
v realize this, hence his mass turning to the Com-
... perty for leadership, and the consequent
.. tlurm of the capitalists and big landowners at
4. o.owing unity of white and black toilers. (p
103
J% ¢ 15 no doubt about the Communist program of
conficution. But, after 40 years of Communist agi-
ialion, ihere is no evidence of the “mass turning” of
Negroes io the Communist Party—a fact which Wil-
liam Z. Foster knows very well now, and which he
Lnew very well when he wrote about it.

Comimunist Aim: Racial Amalgamation
n 3hei; franker moments, Communist leaders.in _the

& 2, have stated bluntly that one of their aims

+ v - <hont racial amalgamation. Thus, Wilhafn
© +. .or nrecent head of the Communist Party in
At ies. eclared in his book entitled Toward Soviet
At rica.

I'lie American Soviet will, of course, abolish all
r(..r..tions upon racial intermarriage . . . The revo-
iaton will only basten this process of integration,
arccady proceeding throughout the world with in-
creasing tempo. (p. 305-306)

Kremlin's Guidance and Control ‘
S~ 7 Fagter iy frank in ssserting that Lenin
v« e of the Communist Party’s line on

agitation among Negroes. In his book, The Negro
People in Americn History, published in 1954, Foster
writes:

The American Communist Party got its eventual
scientific understanding of the Negro question in
the United States from the writings and personal
counsel of Lenin. This was one of the many basic
services {o the American labor movement rendered
by the Communist International, but it was not to be
realized until 1929. (p. 454)

It has already been shown that the representative of
the Communist International, John Pepper, dictated the

line of the American Communists on the so-called
Negro question.

On Penetrating Non-Communist Organizations

In addition to building their own Party-controlled
organizations, the Communist Party has from the be-
ginning pursued a policy of sending its members into
non-Communist organizations. Their own word for this
type of activity is “penetration.” The Communist ob-
jectives in penetrating other groups are varied. In gome
instances, the goal of penetration is outright control.
In other instances, the objective is to disseminate and
gain support for the views of the Party apparatus out-
side the immediate circle of Communists or, in other
words, to win fellow travelers on specific issues. In
yet other and rarer cases, the aim of penetration is to
destroy the organization which is pepetrated.

At times, the Communist Party directives have frank-
ly set forth the tactics of penetration, without the
slightest attempt at secrecy and subtlety. Thus, a re-
port to the Plenum of the Communist Party in 1935
records some successes in penetration. Excerpts from
this report were published in the Party Organizer of
March, 1935, under the title of “How to Penetrate the
Negro Organizations.” The first excerpt gives an illu-
minating example of the tactics of Communist penetra-
tion. It reads as follows:

We have some excellent experiences in New York.
In Queens we have been able, just on one issue, and
maybe this is the secret of it, to get together over 60
various organizations of the Negro people on the
question of discrimination in the hospital in Queens.
We have the Alpha Benevolent Association, the
Amgrican League Against War and Fascism, the
Amity Baptist Church, Arrawat Democratic Club,
Bay.side City League, N.A.A.C.P,, etc., about 70 or-
Banizations that have come together and conducted
a struggle in Queens for the right of Negroes in the
hosiptals in the City of New York. (p. 20)

The tactic of concentrating on “one issue™ in order
iﬂ pencirate non-Communist Negro organizations was
4
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urther illustrated in the second excerpt of the report
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to the Plenum of the Communist Party. In this in-
stance, the “one issue” was a forthcoming conference
on unemployment in Washington, D. C., a conference
engineered and controlled by the Communist Party.
With respect to this example of successful penetration
of non-Communist Negro organizations, the Plenum

renort said:

TPV Sdie

These experiences have shown us that it was pos-
sible to get this united front by simply taking up
one section, one issue, one grievance of the Negro
people and developing a struggle around it. In this
case we can see that if we properly approach these
organizations there is a possibility of getting into
the Negro organizations for a united front. We have
hui 13 Hancn io the preparations for the unemploy-
ed conference at Washington, a conference of 29
organizations, different organizations than we have
had heretofore, into a conference at Abyssinia Bap-
tist Church, the N.A.A.C.P., church organizations,
etc. Comrade [Herbert] Benjamin spoke there, and
we elected delegales to the congress at ‘Washington.
We had also the foliowers of Father Divine, the
MNegio "God.” {p. 20)

{Again and again, the Communist Party bas success-
fuliy penctrated the Abyssinian Baptist Church, of
which Representative Adam Clayton Powell was and
is the pastor.)

Dt smmslne swememla af tle sina ~AF iha fnatia oaf
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“one issue” was the united front which the Communist
Party organized around the Italian war against Ethi-
opia. In an article entitled “The United Fromt on
Eibiopia,” published in the Party Organizer of Iuly,
1935, James W. Ford wrote as follows:

This time we organized a broad united front on
the issue of the struggle for the defense of the
Ethiopian people, which ultimately involved at least
60 Negro organizations. (p. 16)

in this campaign of penetration, the Communist Party
again had the nse of Congressman Powell’s Abyssinian
Baptist Church,

Wrote James W. Ford in the Party Organizer:

‘The first action was on May 7 (1935) in Harlem
ai the Abyssinian Church. There were 3,000 Negroes
o vavitl, badet 0o wiom were not Communists. There
the Communists spoke from the same platform as
these other people. (p. 17)

in the work of penetrating non-Communist organi-
zations, the Communists went prepared for any even-
tuality, According to Ford, the Communist Party on
one occasion sent a number of the followers of Marcus
Garvey, whose organization the Party had penetrated,
to a meeting of the Party’s Italian Workers’ Center
“whera our comrades discussed the Abyssinian ques-

tion.” Ford added that these Negro Garveyites “were
so afraid of their reception (at the Italian Communist
center} that they went there armed with knives.” (p
17) The precautionary arming was, of course, wholly
unnecessary; they were received most hospitably. From
this particwlar affair, Ford drew the following con-
clusion:
It is along these lines that we must work among
the Negroes, patiently overcoming their suspicions
and hesitations,

This experience in Harlem opens up a perspective
of wider actions not only jn Harlem, but throughout
the country. Committees on Ethiopia should be set
up on a nation-wide scale. (p. 17)

If ever two movements possessed antithetical ideol-

ovies, they were the Communict Darty and Tosthar T
fALS I e =F SRR e AW llilll.)' ALIv L'alllc: L)~

vine's group. Notwithstanding this sharp clash of basic
views, the Communist Party successfully penetrated
the ranks of Father Divine’s movement. On this sub-
ject, James W. Ford made the following comment:

Another question that is bothering a number of
comrades in New York is the Father Divine move-
ment in conaection with the umited front . . . the
comrades in Harlem have taken very seriously the

question which was raised at the last plenum—of go-

ing into the church nreznizatinne making friende
= SEOSREE S MRV Vigadisaiuis, dadarlly 1OCIIGS

with these people. Through our united front with
Fatper Divine we have been able to effect the pene-
tration of a mass organization of the Negro people.
A very important fact to remember in connection
with the Father Divine movement is the fact that the
followers of Father Divioe are workers, toiling
people; that is why we are attempting to penetrate
into this movement.

The united front with the Father Divine
has been made on the basis of certain ¢
sues. (p. 17, 18)

For more than 20 years, the Communist Party has
pursued this tactic of penetration of non-Communist
organizations and groups. With the current dwindling
of its membership, the Party is pursuing the tactic more
assiduously than ever. Recently, it has applied the
tactic on a broad scale among scientists on the issue of
radioactive fall-out. It hopes to reap vast gains on the
1ssue of integration in the public schools of the South.
lCo;nul]m:unsts v:;;\;asure their gains in terms of social
urbulence, erever they are permitted, i
penetrate non-Communist )g(roups I;:fhich favotrh?ed:rrg:
Intervention by force in the field of integration, hoping
thereby to increase turmoil and incite to violence. The
indispensable pre-conditions of Communist revolution-

ary sentiment are chaos and violence.

movement
oncrete is-
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racial discrimination in the Queens hospital, about the
fate of the Scottshoro boys or Julius and Ethel Rosen-
berg, about the ltalian war zgainst Ethiopia, or abou
the unemployed; it cares much about fishing in trou-
bled waters. Only so can it serve its Kremlin master.

Negro College Presidents
The Communist-front apparatus has gained support,
in one degree or another, among 60 percent of Negro
college and and university presidents, The following
heads of Negro institutions of higher learming were
affiliated with the National Negro Congress:
Rufus B. Atwood, Kentucky State College, Frank-
fort, Ky.
John M. Ellison, Virginia Union University, Rich-
mond, Va.
David D. Jones, Bennett College, Greensboro, N. C.
R. O'Hara Lanier, Texas Southern University, Hous-
ton, Texas.
Frederick D. Patterson, Tuskegee Institute, Tuske-
gee, Ala.
Jacob L. Reddix, Jackson State College, Fackson, Miss.
The following were affiliated with the now defunct
Sovthern Conference for Human Welfare:
Rufus B. Atwood, Kentucky State College, Frank-

fort, Ky.
YVistlinra 1T Dall Alnaee A B M MAllana Alames Wfo-
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Horace Mann Bond, Lincoln University, Pa.

{orfus E. Clement, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga.

Aibert W. Dent, Dillard University, New Orleans, La.

Edgar H. Geold, St, Augustine’s College, Raleigh,
N. C.

Arthur Howe, Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va.

Charles S. Johnson, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn.

Mordecai Johnson, Howard University, Washington,
D. C.

David D. Jones, Bennett College, Greensboro, N. C.

i. K. E. Lee, Florida A. & M. University, Tallahas-
see, Fla.

Benjamin E. Mays, Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga.

Frederick D. Patterson, Tuskegee Institute, Tuske-
gee, Ala. ‘

E [ Datorc Paina Mnallaca Avimieta Fa

James E. Shepard, Norlilll5 Carolina College, Durham,
N. C

H. C. Trenholm, Alabama State College for Negroes.
Montgomery, Ala.

John Brown Watson, Arkansas State A. & M. and
Normal College, Pine Bluff, Ark.

m. F. Whittaker, South Carolina State College, Or-
angeburg, S. C.

The following have been affiliated with the currently
functioning Southern Conference Educational }_’unfi:
Kufus B. Atwood, Kentucky ostate College, Frank-

fort, Ky.
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williem Augustus Bell, Miles College, Birmingham,
a, .

Mill;:l W. Boyd, Morristown College, Morristown,
Tenn.

James P. Brawley, Clark College, Atlanta, _G-a. o

Rufus E. Clement, Adanta University, Allapia, ira.

Tandy W. Coggs, Arkansas Baptist College, Little
Rock, Ark.

James A. Colston, Knoxville College, Knoxville, Tenn.

John W. Davis, West Virginia State College, Institute,
TR LSa

Aibert W. Dent, Dillard University, New Orleans, La.

John M. Ellison, Virginia Union University, Rich-
mond, Va.

M. LaFayette Harris, Philander Smith College, Little
Rock, Ark.

Charles S. Johnson, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn.

Mordecai W. Johnson, Howard University, Washing-
ton, D. C.

Benjamin E. Mays, Morchouse College, Atlanta, Ga.

Richard I. McKinney, Storer College, Harpers Ferry,
W. Va. .

Frederick D. Patterson, Tuskegee Institute, Tuske-
gee, Ala.

E. C. Peters, Paine College, Augusta, Ga.

Hollis F. Price, LeMoyne College, Memphis, Tenn.

N D Denhan MWMarric Callase Schoni l_\f Rg!ig'ion.
o B o H

Sumter, S. C.

Joseph J. Rhoads, Bishop College, Marshall, Texas.
William R. Strassner, Shaw University, Raleigh, N. C.

There is no implication in the foregoing listings that
any of these heads of Negro institutions are Commu-
nists. They represent, however, a high degree of Com-
munist penetration into the ranks of the administra-
tors of Negro education. ‘

Forty-five different heads of Negro institutions of
higher learning have had & total of 281 separate' af-
fihations with the Communisi-froni apparatus. it is
apparent that the Communists have established a size-
able beachhead in Negro education.

Many of these affiliations mean that Communists or
pro-Communists have made personal contact with the

e AP fddees —f WTimnsn adiznntiran That ie ana nf
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the aims of the Communist-front technique. And, of
course, the Communists acquire a certain amount of
prestige for their projects.

If the so-called Negro masses were as susceptible to
Cammnnict_frant nronacanda ac the so-called Nggrg

SULNNRRINSUTITVLL Pivpagiaua 35 L% SRR 2R

inteflectuals, the situation would be alarming. In his
condensation of Gunnar Myrdal's An American Di-
femma, Amold Rose makes the following obseryation:

Still the Communists have not succeeded in get-

tina any annracinhta fallawinas amane Neorase in
LIRg any &pprociacis iCLOWIDE aMOng [Negroess i

America, especially among the masses. During the
depression and again since the war, a number of
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leaders and intellectuals have become Communists
or “fellow travelers.” . . . To begin with, poor, un-
educated, and secially disadvantages groups have
never been particularly susceptible to radical propa-
ganda. It is usually the intellectuals and higher
strata of the working class that have been reached
first. (The Negro in America, p. 166)

National Council of Churches Penetrated

Remembering James W. Ford’s statement about the

Communist Party’s policy “of going into the church
organizations,” some statistical data with respect to
this question are enlightening.
_ The Communist Party has been strikingly successful
in its efforts at infiltrating the Federal and the Na-
tional Council of the Churches of Christ in the US.A.
during the past 20-odd years.

In view of the fact that the philosophical bases of
Communism and Christianity are as antithetical as two
philasophies could possibly be, the success of the Com-
munists in penetrating the ranks of the Protestant
clergy is hard for some to understand. Nevertheless,
the cold statistical facts are a matter of public record.
It is not necessary to rely upon anybody’s opinions.

The National Council of Churches was officially
constituted on November 29, 1950, in Clevaland, Ohio.
It was, in fact, nothing more than a reorganization of
the Federal Council of Churches.

In the formal constituting of the National Council
of Churches in Cleveland, one representative from each
of the participating communions signed the official
book which became the Document of Record. Eleven
of these 29 signers of the official book have public
records of affiliation with pro-Communist enterprises.
Their names and respective denominations are as
follows:

Bishop 8. 1. Greene—African Methodist Episcopal

Bishop W. J. Walls—dA frican Methodist Episcopal Zion

Dr. E. H. Pruden—American Bapist Convention

Dr. Desmond W. Bittinger—Church of the Brethren

Bishop Bertram W. Doyle—Colored Methodist Epis-
copal

Dr. Vere V. Loper—Congregational Christian

Rev. Josef A. Barton—Czech Moravian

Bishop J. Ralph Magee—Methodist

Dr. W. H. Jernagin—National Baptist Convention
USA, Inc.

Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill—Protestant Episcopal

Dr. Henry A. Vruwink—Reformed Church in America

It will be noted that 4 of the 11 gigners of the
wocumeni of Record—Greene, Walls, Doyle, and
Jernagin—were representatives of all-Negro denomina-
tions. This is a disproportionately large number of
Nogro clergymen. Whatever the reasons may be, it is
a fact that Negro professional groups bave been more
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susceptible to Communist pepetration than their white
counter-parts. .

There were 358 clergymen who were voting dele-

tes to the constituting convention of the National
Council of Churches in Cleveland. Of these clergymen,
123 (or 34 percent) have had affiliations with Com-
munist projects and enterprises. That represents a high

f penetration.

de%rlf:seolzg voting delegates were divided as follows:
84 white and 39 Negroes. The total number qf their
public pro-Communist affiliations is 659, of which 359
are affiliations of the white clergymen and 300 are
affiliations of the Negro clergymen. Again, these
figures indicate a disproportionately large number of
Negro clergymen with Communist affiliations, and a
higher degree of susceptibility to the appeals of Com-
munist causes. The average number of affiliations for
the Negro delegates is 7.7, while that of the whites
is 4.2,

The greater Communist penetration of the higher
ranks of Negro church dignitaries is evidenced by the
fact that *57 percent of the total number of currently
active Negro bishops of four Protestant denominations
have records of affiliation with Communist-front or-
ganibations and enterprises. The following Negro
bishops fall into this category:

African Methodist Episcopal Church—
George W. Barber, Philadelphia, Pa.
Frank Madison Reid, Kittrell, N. C.
Joseph Gomez, Cleveland, 0.

Frederick D. Jordan, Hollywood, Calif.
R. R. Wright, Jr., Philadelphia, Pa.
Carey A. Gibbs, Birmingham, Ala.

D. Ward Nichols, Jacksonville, Fla.
Sherman L. Greene, Atlanta, Ga.

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church—
William Jacob Walls, Chicago, Ill.
Raymond Luther Jones, Salisbury, N. C.
Hampton Thomas Medford, Washington, D. C.
Herbert Bell Shaw, Wilmington, N. C.
Stephen Gill Spottswood, Washington, D. C.
Charles Ewbank Tucker, Louisvilie, Ky.
Charles Cecil Coleman, Oklahoma City, Okla.

Christian Methodist Episcopal Church—
J. A, Hamlett, Kansas City, Kan.
W. Y. Bell, South Boston, Va.
F. L. Lewis, Shreveport, La.
Bertram W. Doyle, Nashville, Tenn.
A. W. Womack, Indianapolis, Ind.
B. Julian Smith, Chicago, Iii.
Methodist Church—
J. W. E. Bowen, Atlanta, Ga.
Matthew W. Clair, Jr., St. Louis, Mo.
Edgar A. Lowe, Baltimore, Md.
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Eight of the above-named, currently active, Negro
bishops are officially connected with the Southern Con-
ference Educational Fund. They aree Bishop S. L.
Greene, Bishop F. L. Lewis, Bishop Edgar A. Love,
Bishop Herbert Bell Shaw, Bishop Stephen Gill Spotis-
wood, Bishop Charles Ewbank Tucker, Bishop Charles
Cecil Coleman, and Bishop Frank Madison Reid.

The aim of the Communist penetration of non-Com-
munist organizations is not necessarily to recruit mem-
bers of the Party, but rather to create a favorable
climate of opinion for certain limited objectives of the
Communist program. In this way, the stain of Com-
munism is removed from these objectives, and thus
they appear to be the objectives of men of goodwill.

Highlander Folk School Seminar

Over the Labor Day weekend (August 30-Septem-
ber 2, 1957), Highlander Folk School, at Monteagle,
fennessee. slaged its 25th anniversary seminar on “the
human aspects of the integration struggle.” Notorious
Communisis, veteran Communist fellow travelers, and
Negro leaders in all the recent major incidents attending
integration were present at the seminar (The incident
of Little Rock had not yet occurred.)

Before taking up the records of the prominent inte-
grationists who were present, it is necessary to take a
jook at the Highlander Folk School and its ideological
orientation.

The Highlande: Folk School at Monteagle, Tennes-
see, was organized around 1932 by Myles Hortor and
Don West. (Sex testimony of Paul Crouch, May 6,
1949, Subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American
Activities, page 193.) In his testimony, Mr. Crouch
said: “I would like to mention in this connection that
the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee,
was i school organized by Myles Horton and Don West,
and which'Mr. (James) Dombrowski shortly thereafter
joined.”

Paul Crouch, who gave the foregoing testimony con-
cerning the Highlander Folk School, was the top Com-
munist Party functionary in the South. His Communist
record given to a Senate commitiee by Crouch himself
attests his importance:

The major positions 1 held in the Communist
Party were the head of the Communist Party’s de-
partment for infiltration of the Armed Forces of the
United States, a representative of the Communist
Purty of the United States to the executive committee
~0 i Caunwanst lolernational in Moscow, a mem-
ber of a commission in Moscow to draft plams to
infiltrate and subvert all the armed forces of the
world, and operate as honorary regimental comman-
der of the Red Army, a special student at the Frunze
Military Academy in Moscow; I was a member of the
editorial staff of the Daily Worker, official organ of
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the Communist Party, a member of the various com-
missions of the central and pational commi.ttee of
the party, State or district organizer for Florida, for
Utah, for North and South Carolina, and Tennessee,
aditor of the Communist magazine, The New South,
the official organ for the Southern States, member of
the district bureau of the Communist Party for Ala-
bama, Mississippi, and Georgia, and chairman of
the control commission of the Communist Party for
that area, a member of the district bureau of the
Communist Party for Caiifornia, for Nevada, aod
Hawaii, national secretary of the Anti Imperialist
League, and many other minor positions.

Speaking of James Dombrowski, Mr. Crouch testified
as follows: “I have met officially with him on a number
of occasions as head of the Communist District Bureau
of Tennessee . . . at this conference Mr. Dombrowski
gave me the impression of being completely pro-Com-
munist and anxiops to collaborate with the Communist
Party and follow its leadership, without taking the risk
of actua) Party membership.”

In March 1954, the Senate Subcommittee on Internal
Security held hearings in New Orleans on the subject
of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., of
which James Dombrowski was and is the executive
director. Among the witnesses who testified before
the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security in New
Orleans was one John Butler who had formerly been a
functionary of the Communist Party in Alabama.

In the course of his testimony, Mr. Butler stated that

he attended a meeting of Communist Party leaders in
Inly of 1942 in the Thomas Yefferson Hotel in Rirming-

.ruljf' Of 1554, 10 ¢ 1 SOMAS JCLUCTSON 2080 0 213382236

ham, Alabama. Mr. Butler stated that Alton Lawrence
introduced James Dombrowski to him on that occasion
as a Communist Party member. (See Senate Subcom-
mittee on Internal Security Hearings, March 18, 1954,
page 45.) According to Mr. Butler, this meeting of
Communist Party leaders was held in Dombrowski’s
own hotel room. In November, 1956, Alton Lawrence
was indicted on a charge of conspiring to file a false
non-Communist affidavit with the National Labor Re-
lations Board, which non-Communist affidavit is re-
quired of trade union officials by the Tafi-Hartley Act.
(See New York Times, November 17, 1956.) Alton
Lawrence is currently an official of the Communist-
controlled International Union of Mine, Mill and Smel-
ter Workers.

In the early period of the Highlander Folk
School, Alton Lawrence was a member of its faculty.
On August 13, 1938, Mr. John P. Frey, president of
the Metal Trades Department of the AFL, testified
before the Dies Committee on Un-American Activities,
and pamed Elizabeth Hawes, Alton Lawrence, and
Myles Horton as persons who “attended a secret com-
vention in North Carolina, at which time plans were
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made for spreading the revolutionary theories

out ‘ht; South.” Mr. Frey further :fyostiﬂed: "lnt:;o:zﬁ
tion with this I might mention that the Highlander Folk
School at Monteagle, Tennessee, was mixed up in this
secret convenption, in which these three C.I.O, or
izers took a very prominent part.” (See Dies Com-
mittee Hearings, Volume 1, page 126.)

Paul Crouch testified before the Sepate Subcommit-
fce on Internal Security, as follows: “The Highlander
Folk School is a school operated at Monteagle, Tennes-
see, ostensibly as an independent labor school, but
actually working in close cooperation with the Com-
munist Party.” (See Hearings, page 47.) Dombrowski
© - ~umstructor at the Highlander Folk School for a
number of years,

The following colloquy took place between Senator
Easttand, Committee Counsel Arens, and Mr. Crouch
during the latter’s testimony:

SENATOR EASTLAND. Mr. Crouch, did you
ever visit Dr. Dombrowski's home?

MR. CROUCH. 1 visited the Highlapder Folk
School where he was working. I didn’t visit at his
home, but we spent a pight at the same home to-
5-ihur, Caroline Stevenson’s and he and Leo Sheiner
discussed in my presence the actual hideout of Com-
ranist leaders the night we were traveling to Winter
Haven,

MR. ARENS. He and Sheiner discussed in your
preszace the hideouts for Communist leaders, top
flicht leaders; is that correct?

MR. CROUCH. That is correct, sir. (See hearings,
p. 52.)

Don West, who has already been mentioned as con-
rectad with the Highlander Folk School, was district
director of the Communist Party of North Carolina.
(gee House Committee Hearings, May 6, 1949, page
191}

At the New Orleans hearings of the Senate Commit-
tee, on March 20, 1954, Myles Horton was ejected
by ths United States Marshai from the witness stand
and the hearing room, for disorderly conduct,

James Dombrowski's record of pro-Communist ac-
«-teh and connections will be discussed under the sec-

«. .-z douthern Conference Educational Fund, an
organization which is playing a key role in the drive
for integration in the South,

Abner W. Berry

The presence of a prominent Communist Party Negro
leader at the Highlander Folk School seminar is of
major significance. Through Abner W. Berry, the Com-
musist Party established personal contscts with the
flmi‘??"‘-‘::‘n leaders of the fight for integration. The Pasty,
2 e reeconi-day strategy, sets the highest value on
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such personal contacts. It is the current strategy of
etration.

Abner W, Berry is a veteran Communist Party leader.
More than 25 years ago, he was a member of the na-
tional council of the League of Strugple for Negro
Rights, a Communist sputnik which will be discussed
later. For 20 years, Berry bas been a member of the
national committee of the Communist Party. He has
also been a member of the smaller central committee of
the Party (Daily Worker, May 23, 1938, p. 5). In
1946, he was educational director of the Communist
Party of Michigan (Daily Worker, Jan. 21, 1946, p. 5).
He was an instructor at the Communist Party’s Jefferson
Schoo! of Spcial Science for several years before the
school closed in December, 1936,

Abuer W. Berry is, and has been for years, a feature
writer for the Daily Worker, In this newspaper of the
Communist Party, Berry made a lengthy report on his
visit to the Highlander Folk School. In his report,
Berry said:

Here for four days Negro and white leaders of the
South representing millions of southerners, had the
precious communications established with each other
that had been disconnected during the past few years.
(Daily Worker, Sept. 10, 1957, p. 5)

Betty has been a writer for other Communist publi-
cations: Muasses & Mainstream, Michigan Herald, New
Masses, People's Daily World, and Political Affairs. He
served for @ number of years on the editorial board of
Political Aflairs, the theoretical organ of the Communist
FParty.

It is apparent that Abner W. Berry is a high ranking
leader of the Communist Party. It goes without saying
that the Party sent him to the Highlander Folk School
semipar. Such leaders receive their assignments from
the highest command of the Communist Party; they do
not go anywhere on their own. The cordial reception
which Berry was accorded at the Highlander Folk
School is convincing evidence of the school’s ideological
orientation.

Berry states that “two southern NAACP branch
presidents” attended the Highlander Folk School semi-
nar on integration.”

Pete Seeger

Another individual who has a long record of Com-
munist affiliations and activity was also a prominent
participant in the Labor Day weekend conference at
the Highlander Folk School, namely, Pete Seeger.

Pete Seeger is a nationally known folk singer who
has been prominently identified with the Communist
movement in this country for many years. He has been
Damed as 8 member of the Communist Party in swern

imoay.
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On August 18, 1955, Pete Seeger was a witness before
the house Committee on Un-American Activitjes, Time
and time again, Seeger defiantly refused to answer
tions concerning his past or present membership in the
Communist Party. He also declined to answer any
questions concerning his affiliations with numerous
Communist-front organizations. He did not invoke the
Fifth Amendment; he simply and contemptuously re.
fused to answer pertinent questions. He was accom-
panied by Paul L. Ross as counsel. Ross has also beep
prominent in Communist activity for many years. (Sec
pages 2448-2460 of the Hearings, 1955.)

Among his many Communist connections, Pete Seeger
hay been publicly affiliated with the following Commun-
ist organizations and enterprises which are on the Ar
torney General's list: American Committee for Pro-
tection of Foreign Born; American Committee for
Yugoslav Relief; American Youth Congress; American
«-- . s Democracy; Civil Rights Congress; Com-
mittee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy; Committee
for the Negro in the Arts; Communist Party; Council on
African Affairs; Jefferson School of Social Science;
National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions;
Nature Friends of America; New Masses; Voice of
Frecdom Committee; and Win-the-Peace Conference.

Seeger entertained with his guitar and folk songs a1
1w snghiauder Folk School seminar.

Y»hy B Thompson

The Rev. John B. Thompson was billed as seminar
2. 2o at the Highlander Folk School Labor Day
weenend affair. Thompson is dean of the Rockefeller
“lemonial Chapel at the University of Chicago.

i+ clergymen have better claims to qualification as

..n Communist fellow travelers than John B.
Frompson. He bas served the Communist apparatus
long and faithfully in many capacities.

i onpson was national chairman of the American
Pzice Mcbilization (Daily Worker, Sept. 3, 1940, p. 4)
apd uvauonal chairman of the Commitiee to Defend
America by Keeping Out of War (letterhead, Aug. 10,
[940). These were organizations set up by the Com-
manists during the period of the Stalin-Hitler Pact. On
“iwot. oy hat Hitler invaded the Soviet Union, the
Amcrnican Peace Mobilization dropped its anti-war
stand uind changed its name to the American People's
** -lr vien with John B. Thompson still at its head.

' v ary before a committee set up by the lilinois
©o o bocdatire in 1949, John B. Thompson tried 1o
sat that the American Peace Mobilization was merely a
reiiection of the general anti-war sentiment prevailing
"ioihs Uaited States in 1939, 1940, and 1941. Such a
w1+ 1 ro either dishonest or incredibly stupid. The bona
f0e ant-war sentiment of the American people pre-
ww'td sight up until the day of Pearl Harbor. The

ony anti-war stand of the APM and the Comgnunists
prevailed right up until June 22, 1941, when Hltler_ at-
wcked the Soviet Union. The bona fide American

ce advocates were ready to go to war only when the
Lnited States was attacked; the phony APM and Com-
munist Peace advocates were ready and eager to go
(o war when their beloved Soviet Union was attacked.
The former were America Firsters; the latter were Rus-
sia Firsters. o

Ten weeks before Hitler's invasion of the Soviet
Union, the APM, under Thompson’s chairmanship, de-
clared: “This is not a war to wipe cut the evils of
Hitlerism and tyranny . . . It is a war to line the

kets of corporate interests at the expense of the
ples of the World.”

In one of its official statements in March, 1941, the
APM said: “An English victory will result in the same
sort of imperialist, anti-democratic peace as will a
Nazi victory.”

From 1940 to 1942, John B. Thompson was head of
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, a Com-
munist organization which will be discussed later.

Among the many other Communist organizations with
which Thompson has been affiliated, the following are
on the Attorney General's list: American Committee
for Protection of Foreign Born; Interpational Labor
Defense; Emergency Peace Mobilization; National
Council of American-Soviet Friendship; National Coun-
cil of the Arts, Sciences and Professions; and People’s
Institute of Applied Religion.

Avbrey Williams

Aubrey Williams and the Rev. Martin Luther King
were the two featured speakers at the closing session
of the Highlander Folk School seminar.

As president of the highly influential Southern Con-
ference Educational Fund, Aubrey Williams ranks
among top leaders of all-out integration.

Williams was director of the National Youth Admin-
istration under President Roosevelt. He also held other
high positions in the New Deal. In 1945, however, the
L. S. Senate rejected his appointment as administrator
of the Rural Electrification Administration, after his
affiliations with the Communist apparatus had been
placed in the record. He is at present editor and pub-
tisher of the Southern Farm and Home, Montgomery,
Alabama, which has a circulation of 800,000.

On March 19, 1954, Williams was subpoenaed to
testify before the Senate Internal Security Subcommit-
lee. In the course of his examination by committee
counsel Richard Arens, Williams testified that the fol-
lowing passage was a part of a speech which he had
delivered in Madison Square Garden, New York City,
on September 11, 1947, under the auspices of the Com-
munist-comtrolled Progressive Citizens of America:

21

R e e b s L A o KM o BRI Lk er Loy ;




What they demand is that any man who admity i
being a member of the Communist Party be fired im-
roediately on the grounds that no man can be loval
to the United States and be a Communist. It i my
belief that it is precisely at this point that we take
our stand and defend the right of any Communist to
maintain bis position as an employee of the Goverp.
ment of the United States. To take any less position
than this is to throw overboard such primary rights
as the freedom to think and 1o hold whatever beljef;
one chooses. (Hearings, p. 107; emphasis added)

Anyone holding Aubrey Williams' views on the em-
ployment of admitted Communist Party members in the
U. S. Government could be expected to welcome the aid
of Communist Party members in the drive for integra-
tion.

Aceerding to Abner W, Berry’s account of the High-
lander Folk School seminar in the Daily Worker (Sept.
10, 1957, p. 5) Aubrey Williams spoke “prophetically”
when he declared that the present situation in the South
“is only a short step to general violence” and that the
“stuff out of which rebellions are made is definitely
being planted.”

In the later years of its existence, Aubrey Williams
was president of the Southern Conference for Human
Welfare.

The name of Aubrey Williams was attached to a
briel amicl curize on behalf of the Communist Party,
at the October 1955 Term of the U. S. Supreme Court.
Other red-hot integrationists whose names appear on
this defense of the Communist Party include the fol-
lowing: Joho M. Coe, James A. Dombrowski, W. E. B.
DuBois, James W. Ford, W, A, Hunton, and William
L. Patterson.

Aubrey Williams is, and has been for many years, a

member of the executive committee of the Highlander-

Folk School.
It would be superfluous to add further details of the
many Communist affiliations of Aubrey Williams.

Martin Luther King

The Rev. Martin Luther King, president of the
Montgomery {Ala.) Improvement Association and pas-
tor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, delivered the
closing address at the Highlander Folk School seminar.

King is the nationally acclaimed Negro leader of the
sniegiation forces in the South. He is scheduled as one

F s fnoenmn 2 Lukers at the forthcoming assembly of
the National Council of Churches of Christ in the
. 8. A., in December.

It is of great significance that King is in close touch
with such Communists and pro-Communists as were
assembled at the Highlander Folk School seminar. The
Communists would like nothing better than to take him
under their wing.

Leading Communists have been writing enthusias-
ucally about King’s movement. In the ApriI,. 1957, issue
of Political Affairs, Benjamin J. Davis writes of “the

of the Neagroes in the South, spear-

pational upsurge ©f the INeégroes in ;
beaded by the non-viclent integration movement.” (p.
13) In his new book entitled Toward Negro Freedc?m,
the cditor of Political Affairs, Herbert Aptheker, writes

of King's bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, as fol-
lows:

And in Montgomery, Alabama, there is the epic
struggle of the entire 50,000 members of its Negro
community . . . Here, with women in the lead, is t:he
upparalleled and unbreakable splendor of an entire
people speaking out to the world in tones of purity
and self-sacrifice and saying: “We will live in free-
dom, in our own day and here in our own city.”
{p. 180)

Such rhetoric is calculated to ingratiate the Com-
munists with the Rev. Martin Luther King and his large
following. The art of flattery is the current tactic of
Communist penetration. The tactical crudities of the
Party's early years have given way to subtle refinements
in pevetrating Negro organizations and movements. The
Communist Party, however, does not repudiate its
former methods which breathed revoiutionary fire and
brimstone. Writing in Political Affairs, James E. Jack-
sen (one of the top Negro leaders of the Communist
Party) says:

It has for three decades been the honorable (sic)
task of Communists to set a high standard of devo-
tion to and energetic leadership in the fight for Negro
rights. Recognizing the special national character of
this question, we have raised our voices among the
workers when others stood mute. (Resolution pre-
sented to the 16th National Convention of the
CPUSA by James E. Jackson, chairman of the Sub-
committee on Negro Rights; Political Affairs, March,
1957, p. 34)

Jackson thus fondly embraces the Communist Party’s
record in the African Blood Brotherhood, the American
Negro Labor Congress, the League of Struggle for Ne-
gro Rights, the National Negro Congress, and other
misadventures in its efforts to kindle revolutionary ardor
among American Negroes.

Now, the Party looks upon Martin Luther King's
work and movement as a new opportunity to incite
racial animosity, and upon King's attendance at the
Highlander Folk School seminar as a most desirable
contact.

In its present adulation of Martin Luther King and
his kind of “liberation” movement, the Communist
Party still bows reverently at the altar of Marxist-
Leninist Theory. James E. Jackson, quoted above on
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the subject of the Party’s past, turns to the Communig
Party’s present and writes:

As the advance guard of the American working
clagg the Comminist Partu sitet mmetioo o .

33, 100 LOMMUDSt Zary must Coatlinie 10 make jty
contributions to the fight for Negro rights, under the
changed conditions of today, as effectively, as hon-
orably, as it did in previous periods of strugple. The
fight for Negro rights needs the contribution which
Communists, guided by Marxist-Leninist theory, are
in a position to make. (p. 34) ’

On February 21, 1956, after the bus boycont in
Montgomery had run for 11 weeks, the Negro leaden
of the boycott were arrested and charged with violation
of Alabama’s anti-boycott statute. The Rev. Martin
Luther King was among those arrested. On March 22,
he was found puilty and fined $500. The case is on
sppeal.

It is interesting to note that the proponents of public
sckool integration in the South make a great to-do about
the U. 5. Supreme Court’s decision of May 17, 1954,
by claiming with unparalleled vehemence that the de-
cision is “the Jaw of the land.” On the other hand, they
ignore with complete unanimity the U. S. Supreme
Court’s decision of 1908 declaring the organized boy-
coit of the Danbury Hatlers to be in viclation of the
Sherman Anti-Trust Act, the principle of which de-
cision is reflected in Alabama’s anti-boycott statute,

Mrs. Rosa Parks

It goes almost without saying that Mrs, Rosa Parks
was in attendance at the Higblander Folk School semi-
nar.

It was Mrs. Parks who started the Montgomery bus
boycott. On December 1, 1955, when she refused (o
sit in a seat in the rear of a bus, she was arrested and
fined $i4. Shortly prior to her dramatic defiance of
the segregation ordinance, Mrs. Parks had taken a
course at Highlander Folk School.

Mrs. Parks promptly became a heroine to the Com-
munists. The Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, &
Communist front, arranged meetings for her in New
York City, including one at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Corliss Lamont.

Charles G. Gomillion

Charles G. Gomillion, dean of Tuskegee Ipstitute in
Alabama, was one of the prominent participants in the
* "or Day conference at the Highlander Folk School.

As president of the Tuskegee Civic Association, Go-
million received a considerable amount of publicity in
the nation’s press in the summer of 1957, in connection
with his leadership of a Negro boycoiti agsiost e
white merchants of the town of Tuskegee. This was one
of the recent militaat activities of Southern Negroes. On
August 15, 1957, an injunction was issued against the
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poycott on the ground that it was a violation of Ala-
pama's apti-boycott statute. {New York Times, Aug.
17, 1957) .

Gomillion’s organized boycott began on Juoe 26,
sfter 2 mass meeting of the Tuskegee Civic Association
in protest against the Alabama legislature’s proposed re-
vision of Tuskegee’s city limits. Gomillion did not even
allege that the white merchants were in any way respon-
sible for the initiation of the revision, )

Dean Gomiilion’s pro-Communist connections have
been significant. In testimony before the House Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities on July 21, 1947, he
was identified as a current member and secretary of the
advisory board of the Southern Negro Youth Congress,

an outright Communist organization (see below).

In a press release dated April 21, 1947, Gomillion
was listed as a sigoer of a manifesto of Negro leaders
against the outlawing of the Communist Party. The
manifesto was released from 23 West 26th Street, New
York City, which is now the national headquarters of
the Communist Party, and which, in 1947, was head-
quarters of a dozen Communist organizations including
the American Committee for Protection of Foreign
Born. Co-signers of the manifesto included such Com-
munist stalwarts as Paul Robeson, W. E. B. DuBois,
Benjamin J. Davis, and Doxey A. Wiikerson. The sign-
ers called upon the President and Congress “to repudi-
ate decisively the fascist-like proposal . . . to illegalize
the Communist Party,” and declared: “We will resist
with all our power every step taken in that direction.”

PR Ji)

August 29, 1948, carried a full-page advertisement of an
enterprise called The First Line of Defense. It was
another manifesto in defense of the Communist Party,
opening with the following words addressed to the Presi-
dent and the Attorney General: “We, the undersigned
Negro Americans, strongly condemn your hysteria-
breeding arrests of the Negro leaders of the Communist
Party, and call upon you to take positive action 1o pro-
tect civil rights instead of persecuting political minon-
ties.” This manifesto, too, was signed by Charles G.
Gomillion. Co-signers included the following notorious
Communist Party leaders of the Negro race: Louis E.
Burpham, Ernest Thompson, Abner W. Berry (one of
the participants in the Highlander Folk School confer-
ence), James W. Ford, Harry Haywood, W. A. Hunton,
Richard B. Moore, 3. C. Paiieison, and Doxey Wilker-
0n.

Gomillion sponsored a testimonial dinner for W. E.
B. DuBois whose services to the Communist cause have
been enormous. The dinner was given at Essex House,
New Yoik City, on February 23, 1951, Prominent
Communists who co-sponsored this DuBois testimonial
dinper included the following: Herbert Aptheker, Mrs.
Louise Berman, Howard Fast, Frederick V. Field, Ben
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Gold, W, A, Hunton, Albert E. Kahn, Willi
terson, Melba Phillips, Joseph Seliy, Ho:hn::!n by
tl\lrlﬁ'. Izmd hé;s. Alfred K. Stern (who recently fled behing

e Iron Curtain to escape indic i
and Gene Weltfish. pe ments for espionage),

Charles (. Gomillien is a member of
directors of the Southern Conference Educ;?i:)n!;]oa[r-‘:n:
an organization whose ideologica! orientation toward
Communism will be discussed later.

Gomillion and his Tuskegee Civic Association are
part of an interlocking apparatus which includes the
Highlander Folk School and the Southern Conference
Educational Fund.

In his 1956 presidential report to the Tuske ivi
Asso;iatio_n, Dean Gomﬂlionpstated that at cmeg e:f Cul;:i
meeiings in February, 1956, a speaker discussed “the
role of the Highlander Fotk School, and the search for
an effective social action program.” He also stated that
one of the major roles of the Tuskegee Civic Association
was cooperation “with the Highlander Folk Schoo! in
the effort to develop effective personal and group tech-
niques for facilitating racial desegregation.”

In view of the fact that Gomillion and his TCA had
been cooperating with the Highlander Folk School for
at least a year and a half, it may be presumed that his
illegal boycott of the white merchants of Tuskepee was
one of the group techniques werked out by the two
organizatiops. Furthermore, it may be assumed that
Gomillion’s clese association with the Communist ap-
paratus, as set forth above, was some kind of prepara-
tion for his adoption of the militant boycott technique.

The manager of Tuskegee's largest department store
was quoted in the New York Times, as follows: “The
Negro leaders picked the wrong target. The merchants
didn’t have anything to do with Senator Engelhardt's
bill. ] think they realize that the boycott is unfair.
We've worked closely with the Negroes on charity drives
and when they asked for credit we extended it without
question.” It is, of course, standard Cemmunist tactics
to exacerbate existing tensions and to create racial strife
where rone had existedJ

Fred B. Routh

The Southern Regional Council was represented ai
the Highlander Folk School seminar in the person of
Fred B. Routh. Mr. Routh bears the title of assistant
director of the Southern Regional Council.

The Southern Regional Council, recipient of a grant
of $245,000 from the Fund for the Republic, is one of
the most influential organizations of whites and Negroes
in the South. It has been penetrated by the Communist-
frent apparatus.

The fcllowing directors of the Southern Regional
Fovneil have heen affiliated with Communist organiza-
tions:
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_ Atwood, president of Kentucky State College
:‘;’Efgrfn. Brazgal, professor at Morehouse College
Rufus E. Clement, president ‘of' Atlanta Umve.mty' 7
3 M. Ellison, president of Virginia Union l_._‘_m_vemty
Charles G. Gomillion, dean of Tuskegee Institute
hnson, late president of Fisk University

harles S. Jo ,
pcl, zg‘Hara Lanier, president of Texas Southern Uni-

rsi
Begamt'ym E. Mays, president of Morehouse College
Jacob L. Reddix, president of Jackson State College
H. C. Trenholm, president of Alabama State College

for Negroes -

All of the foregoing directors of the Southern Re-

gional Council are Negroes and all are connected with
Wecro institutions of higher learning.

ISLETY aliymss= st

Others Present ‘ ’

The Rev. David H. Brooks, Protestant Episcopal high
church clergyman (Negro), was a speaker at the High-
lander Folk School seminar. He was a leader of the
Tallabassee bus boycott which occurred during the last
seven months of 1956. -

The Daily Worker, July 1, 1952, carried a front-page
story about a petition drawn up by the noted pro-Com-
munist, W. E. B. DuBois, urging President Truman to
adopt a policy of “withdrawal of military forces and
installations by the U. S. and all other governments
from all foreign territory where their presence is not
authorized by agreement of all the major _powers." Such
a policy would, of course, be a Communist booby trap.
Of the alleged 160 Negro signers of this DuBois petition,
the pames of only four were given in the Daily Worker;
and one of the four was the name of the Rev. David H.
Brocks,

Allen McSwain (Negro) was a speaker whe repre-
sented the Clinton, Tennpessee, school incident.

Bernice Robinson, also a speaker at the Highlander
Folk School seminar, discussed the Johns Island, South
Carolina, integration incident.

Conrad Browne (white} came to the seminar from
Koinonia Farm, an interracial colony near Americus,
Georgia. This interracial community bas been an in-
citement to prolonged violence. . .

Ralph Helstein, president of the United Packing
House Workers of America, AFL-CIO, was ulso a
speaker. This union has been heavily infiltrated by
known Communists.

A Succession of Sputniks for Negroes

One of the top leaders of the Communist Interna-
tional, Otto Kuusinen, said in a speech before the ex-
ecutive committee of the C.1. that it was the first busi-
ness of the Communists to launch satellite organizations
and committees. In The Communist of May, 1931,
Kuusinen was quoted on these satellites of the Com-
munist Party, as follows:
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The first part of our task is to bui

Communpist organizations, but other gfg:fi}:&f .i
well, ftbove all mass organizations symmpathizing with
our aims and able to aid us for special purpo.f.

We must create a whole solar System of o.-"..':,-.a'-“;-. ;
and smaller committees around the Commlfni’.u&;‘w
so to speak, smaller organizations working acrzllo -
under the influence of our Party (not under lirzecfu:xru:)-r
cal leadership). (p. 409-423; emphasis in original)

The satellite or sputnik organizations which the Com-

munist Party in the United States has launched ey

cially for Negroes are far too numerous to name allpc:;‘

them. Brief sketches of the principal sputniks in thi

category will, however, serve to illuminate the aims and

tactics of the American Communist Party with respect

to the Negroes of the United States. T
A partial list of the Communist sputniks for Negroes

follows:

African Rlood Brotherhood

Alabama Peoples Educational Association

Citizens Emergency Conference for Interracial Unity

Committee for Equal Sustice for Mrs. Recy Taylor

League of Struggle for Negro Rights

Negro Labor Victory Committee

Southern Negro Youth Congress

Tryy fa PP
United Negro and Allied Veterans of

Abolish Peonage Committee
American Negro Labor Congress
American Negro Labor Council
Commitiee to Defend Angelo Herndon
Committee for the Negro in the Arts
Committee 10 Aid the Fighting South
Frederick Douglass Educational Center
Martinsville Seven Committee
National Negro Congress
Negro Peopie’s Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy
Southern Conference for Human Welfare ’
Southern Conference Educational Fund
Of these, only the Southern Conference Educational
Fund is still in existence.

America

African Biood Brotherhood
. The African Blood Brotherhood was the first sputnik
in the Communist Party’s system of satellites. It was
penetrated and captured, pot originally launched, by the
Communists,

Joseph Zack Kornfeder, then a leading member of
the Communist Party, has told the following story of

ihe penetration and capture of the African Blood Broth-
i galddd,

- -+ the Communist Party activities amongst the
Negroes here in the United States started about 1921,
and were prompted by a letter sent to the American

Party by Nikelai Lenin . . . Well, 30, of course, the

uldn't ignore a letter from Nikolai Lenin . . .
[ ways ot?len thegjnunior member of the Central Com-
mittee . . . Well, when I looked aroun_d I found that
there was simply no Negro membersh'lp_in the Com-
munist Party . . . 1 knew from the Sociahst Party that
there were some Negroes in Harlem in a branch of
the Socialist Party which was mostly Negroes, al-
though there were also whites in the same branch, and
1 looked up one of them and he advised me to see an
individual by the pame of Cyril Briggs. Well, I
iooked up this individual, and he was the editor of. a
paper calied The Crusader, which was the official
organ of a Negre organmization called the African
Blood Brotherhood. Well, I put in quite an effort on
this fellow Briggs, to see whether I could work -l?lm
over ideologically, and as 1 got acquainted with him,
I noticed that he was having his financial troubles
publishing the paper. 1 didn't tell him that I repre-
sented the Communist Party, of course. I just posed
as a liberal uncle, who had his sympathies on the
Negro side, and was willing to he :
he ran into some trouble about paying the printer,
well, 1 always obliged with a few hundred dobars.
This way I became friends with this Briggs and 1
worked bim over ideologically, and the cant of the

urnal chanaad  And of course, in due time 1 g(_)!

j\'}unum COdaliphid, 4z, COUIse, 1In Cuc ILC

at some of his friends who were on the Board of
Directors, and, well, it took only about a year before
the controlling influence in that organization upon
top was exerted through me, and they pretty nearly
would do, although they weren't yet in the party, what
I wanted them to do. Well, and later on I signed him
up into the Communist Party as a member. So that
was the first Negro organization that the party got
hold of ideclogically, at least—later on organiza-
tionally. That's how the thing started. (Subversion in
Racial Unrest, Baton Rouge, La., March 69, 1957,
p. 37)

Cyril Briggs went on to become one of the most
prominent Negro leaders in the history of the Com-
munist Party in the United States.

American Negro Labor Congress

The American Negro Labor Congress was organized
in Chicago in October, 1925. It was a Communist
united front maneyver and the successor to the African
Blood Brotherhood.

In his book entitled The Negro People in American
History, William Z. Foster writes concerning the ANLC
as follows:

The American Negro Labor Congress was organ-

ized ip Chicago in November 1925, mainly upen the

initiative of the Communists . . . The leader of the
movement was Lovett Fori-Whiteman, and its journal
was The Champion. Outstanding Communist Negro
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workers in it were James W, Ford, H Ha

Maude White, and many others . . . mnmm
was eventually confioed mainly to Communisty,
(p. 460)

Lovett Fort-Whiteman was a student at the Lenin
School in Moscow, an institution at which foreign Com-
munists were taught the theory and tactics of propa-
ganda, agitation, and espionage. Fort-Whiteman was
also an American delegate to the Sixth World Congress
of the Communist International in 1928, (International
Press Correspondence, July 25, 1928, p- 708)

Foster says that the ANLC “was handicapped by sec.
tarianism—by writing too ‘left’ a program for the
masses.” Foster also maintains that the ANLC encoun.
tered “strong opposition” from the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People and the
Natiopal Urban League.

On the eve of the organization of the ANLC, Lovett
Fort-Whiteman announced, with pride and obviously
gross exaggeration, that—

Each day, everyone promoting the American Negro
TLahor Congress notes a growing uneasiness in the
ruting class of this country in contemplation of the
coming American Negro Labor Congress. (Daily
Worker, October 7, 1925, p. 3)

The Communist Internatioal (a mere euphemism for
the Kremlin) kept a watchful eye on the American Com-
munist Party and all the little sputniks revolving around
it. The American Negro Labor Congress, insignificant
< i was, did not escape the attention of the Musovite
bosses of the American Communists,

Tr- = resclution of October 26, 1928, three years after
the launching of the sputnik known as the ANLC, the
Communist Jnternational said:

Tke American Negro Labor Congress continues to
exist only nominally. Every effort should be made to
strengthen this organization as a medium through
which we can extend the work of the Party among
tbe Negro masses and mobilize the Negro workers
under our leadership. (The Communist Position on
ihe Negro Question. p. 59)

The directives of the Communist International for
the American Communist Party were supervised and
enforced on the scene by a personal representative of
the Coramunist International. In 1928, one of these
arents of the Comintern in the United States was John
Pepper. Benjamin Gitlow identifies Pepper in the fol-

lowing words:

A commander of the Hungarian Red Army in
7.9, ne had fled to Russia after the overthrow of the
-+ g wit Soviet Republic and along with Bela Kun
became &n important functionary of the Comintérn.

30

»

his name had been Josef Pogany; he came
t[: 2;2%?3 as John Pepper. (I Confess, p. 136)

amphlet entitled American Negro Problems,
ll:;is:eg byPWorkers Library Publishers in 1928, John
Pepper wrote concerning the ANLC, as follows:

e American Negro Labor Congress which is still
ver—;h weak, must be reorg_anizqd and a_cuv_lzed. The
Communists working within this organization should
try to make it serve as an intermediary mass organ-
ization, as @ medium through which the Party can
extend its work among the Negro masses and mobilize
the Negro workers under its leadership. (emphasis
in original; p. 15)

When the sputnik named American Negro Labor
Congress petered out, it was brought down and a new
one was launched. ) ]

James W. Ford, twice vice-presidential candidate on
the Communist Party ticket, records that the frank
anti-religious position of the American Negro Labor
Congress was one of the reasons for its failure. In his
book, The Negro and the Democratic Front, published
in 1938, Ford wrote:

1 recall particularly the strict and unyielding atti-
tude taken by the leaders of the American Negro
Labor Congress toward religion. This attitude pre-
vented the Congress from becoming a mass influence
among church people. At an A. N. L. C. mecting in
Chicago, 1926, composed of a large 1_1um}>er -of Te-
ligious people, a leader of the organization in the
course of his remarks, said: “To hell with religion;
damn the church.” (p. 82)

Ford then told bow the Communist Party changed
its tactics and made dupes of church organizations and
religious people:

But today in the Natjonal Negro Congress Ch}erh
organizations and religious people work co-operatively
with non-church people. Our Negro Communists are
fraternizing with church people in order to organize
them in the struggle for Negro liberation. (ibid, p.
82-83)

Ford's meaning is crystal clear: the Communists
adopted a policy of tactical silence with respect to their
basic contempt for, and hostility toward, religion and
the churches—a policy which continues today.

The last convention of the American Negro Labor
Congress was held in St. Louis in November, 1930,
where, by unanimous decision, the name was chaqgfd
to the League of Struggle for Negro Rights. (ibid,
p- 83)

League of Struggle for Negro Rights
Immediate successor to the American Negro Labor
Congress, the League of Struggle for Negro Rights was
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the same old spumik with a new name. The Dames of
Communist sputniks have had a way of wearing out
and, when they do, the Party thinks Up new names jp
order to seduce new followers. Thus, the American
League Against War and Fascism became the American
League for Peace and Democracy when the new united-
ifront line was adopted after the Seventh World Con-
gress of the Communist International in 1935, During
World War 11, the Young Communist League metamor-
phosed into American Youth for Democracy on October
17, 1943—same convention, same officers, same revolu-
tionary objectives. Later on, the Southern Conference
for Human Welfare became the Southern Conference
Educational Fund in 1947-—same officers, same address,
same telephone number, same publication (Sourhern
Patriot), and same Communist objectives.

There was no attempt to conceal the Communist Par-
fue eantral of the League of Struggle for Negro Rights.
Among the national council members of the organiza-
tion were such high functionaries of the Communist
Party as William Z. Foster, Farl Browder, James W.
Ford, Roebert Minor, Benjamin J. Davis, Harry Hay-
wood, Cyril Briggs, Clarence Hathaway, Irving Potash,
Louis Weinstock, Israel Amter, Claude Lightfoot, and
Avner W, Berry (of the Highlander Folk School semi-
wonv i Foeoline Lend, and Freedom: A Program for
Negro Liberation, published by the League of Struggle
for Negro Richts, New York, 1933, p. 44-46)

L.ugston Hughes was president of tbe League of
Strugele for Negro Rights,

i uts Pregram for Negro Liberation, the LSNR re-
»toted the doctrine of Negro nationhood:

v vioclaim before the whole world that the
« -i-en Negroes are a npation—a pation striving
-+u7d minhood but whose growth is violently re-
ts1ded and which is viciously oppressed by American
mp7 o vem. The program here presented outlines
e wniv course of action which guarantees the de-
rclopment of the American Negroes to full nation-
hood, which will elevate them to that rightful place
of equality before all and subservience before none.
(i5id, p. 7-8)
i program ot the LSNR also reiterated the Com-
mrenist demands for confiscation of the property of the
Soithern whitee:

e T e of Struggle for Negro Righ's therefore

©nds the ennfiseation without compensation of the
watel o1 ihe big landlords and capitalists in the South
and its distribution among the Negroes and white
sraali farmers and sharecroppers. (ibid, p. 10)

ii: fus Report of the Central Committee to the Eighth
Comver tien of the Comrmunist Party, held in Cleveland,
whio, April 2-8, 1934, Earl Browder said:
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A more broad and all-inclusive organizational form
for the Negro liberation struggles is the League of
Struggle for Negro Rights. This should embrace in
its activities all of the basic economic organizations
of Negro and white workers standing on the program
of Negro liberation, and further unite with them all
other sections of the Negro population drawn to-
wards this struggle, especially those large sections of
the petty-bourgeoisie, intellectuals, professionals, who
can and must be won to the national liberation cause.
The L. 5. N. R. must, in the first place, be an active
federation of existing mass organizations; and second-
ly, it must directly organize its own membership
branches composed of its most active forces and all
supporters otherwise unorganized. The present be-
ginnings of the L. 8. N. R. and its paper, The Liber-
ator, which with only a little attention have already
shown mass vitality, must be energetically taken up,
and spread throughout the country. (Communism in
the United States, 1935, p. .9}

Browder's grandiose conception of the LSNR was a
piece of typical Communist wishful thinking. The
LSNR pave way to the National Negro Congress in
1936.

National Negro Congress

The fact that the Communist Party was preparing to
launch one of its sputniks, the National Negro Congress,
was noisily proclaimed long before it was sent revolving
around the Party.

The very suggestion that the Nationai Negro Congress
be launched was made by the Negro Communist leader,
James W, Ford. In his book, The Negro People in
American History, Willilam Z. Foster writes:

This broad movement (the Nationa! Negro Con-
gress), which operated in the tradition of the historic
Negro people’s conventions, had been suggested two
years before by James W. Ford, in a debate with
Oscar de Priest and Frank Crosswaith. (p. 488)

The Party Organizer of March, 1935, let it be known
that the Communist Party was laying careful plans to
launch the National Negro Congress. This was almost
one year before its plans came to fruition. The Party
Organizer, in publishing excerpts from a report to one
of the plenums of the Communist Party, said:

In connection with the question of the united front
on the Negro question—if we work properly now
and see that we must penetrate these organizations
(the churches, the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, etc.) there is the pos-
sibility of building up a National Negro Congress on
a8 broad united front basis. We had a discussion
about this conference in the N. Y. District (of the
Commumnist Party) in which we discussed the Negro
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iViee, o war L. PO
dity 01 a Nafional Ne,
Congress. If we make the proper orientation, we glrlc}
be able to build the biggest Congress of Negro people
ever held. It means patient work in (non-Commun.
ist) Negro organizations. (p. 21)

It is obvious that the Communist Party hﬁd even
selected the name of the new sputnik a year in advance
of its Jaunching.

In a condensation of Gunnar Myrdal's An American
Dilemma, Arnold Rose says that “the National Negro
Congress grew out of a conference in the spring of
1935 held at Howard University under the joint ausgices
of its Division of Social Sciences and of the Joint Com-
mittee on National Recovery.” (The Negro in America,
p. 262) This joint conference at Howard University was
held in May. The Party Organizer of March, 1935,
quoted above, is a documentary refutation of the paren-
tage of the National Negro Congress as given in Arnold

n s ;

ot anndencaiion of An American Dilemma.

In a confidential memorandum of the Department of
Justice, issued for the guidance of the departmental
heads of the federal government, the Attorney General
of the United States made the following observation con-
cerning the National Negro Congress:

The National Negro Congress, throughout its exis-
tence. has closely followed the Communist Party lines,
espousing causes and adopting issues sponsored by
the Party . . . In the field of American foreign policy
it calied for uniled action on the part of the Democra-
cies (including the Soviet Union) against fascism
prior to the Russo-German pact of non-aggression,
hut after the signing of the pact assailed the “imperial-
ist conflict” as having *nothing to do with saving
and extending democracy.” When the Nazis attacked
Russia, however, the leaders of the (National Negro)
Congress advocated ail-out aid to the Soviet Union
and urged immediate entrance of the United States
into the war on the side of Britain and the Allies.

Supperting the foregoing view of the Attorney Gen-
eral, the Third Mational Negro Congress meeting in
Washington, D. C., in April, 1940, adopted the follow-
ing resolution.

The Naticnal Wegro Congress declares that the
Negro people have everything to Iose and nothing to
gain by American involvement in the imperialist war
and sharply condemns the Administration for the
steps it has taken towards involvement and the par-
tialitv it has shown.

On October 16, 1940, speaking under the auspices of
the Church League for Industrial Democracy in Kansas
City, Missouri, Max Yergen (president of the National
Negro Congress) toed the Communist Party line on the

ol lame al Ll o S aL L AWV __ Y . __ %
SUpjELL O e war, 10 10¢ Jolowing woras.
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We do not believe we have apy business allying
ourselves with either of the belligerent sides now re-
sponsible for the war . . . It becomes clear that the
similarities between fascist and imperialist rule are
pumerous and strong. (Democracy and the Negro

People Today, p. 9 and 12)

Max Yergen has since made a clean break with the
Communist apparatus.

A. Philip Randolph, president of the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters (AFL), was the first president of
the National Negro Congress. He was, in fact, already
designated as president of the NNC when the new or-

anization was first convened in Chicago on February
14, 1936. The Communist Party had, of course, se-
lected Randolph for the position. The Party had left
nothing to chance or the delegates to the Congress.

On account of illness, Randolph was not present at
the 1936 sessions of the National Negro Congress. His
presidential address, prepared before the Congress met,
was read by Charles Wesley Burton, a Negro lawyer
from Chicago.

Randolph’s address was the kind which might well
have been prepared at Communist Party headquarters.
With typical soapbox flourishes, Randolph said:

. . . the Negro people face a hard, deceptive and
brutal capitalist order, despite its preachments of
Christian love and brotherhood.

What has brought us to this insistent question? The
answer in brief lies in the (First) World War, the
sharpening and deepening of capitalist exploitation of
the workers of hand and brain, the acceleration of a
technological revolution creating a standing army of
unemployed, the ripening and maturing of monopely
capitalism thru trustification, rationalization and the
rapid march of financial imperialism, and the intensi-
fication of racial and religious hatreds, together with
increasingly blatant and provocative nationalism.

But the war itself was the effect of a deeper cause
and that cause was the profit system which provides
and permits the enrichment of the few at the expense
of the many . . . (The Official Proceedings of the
National Negro Congress, 1936, p. 8, 9)

Randolph paid his respects to the Communist Party’s
International Labor Defense. He said:

Those organizations that are serving on the civil
rights front effectively for the Negro are the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People,
and the International Labor Defense. (ibid p. 10)

In fairness to A. Philip Randolph, and to complete
the record, it must be pointed out that eventually he
became disgusted with the Communist domination of
the National Negro Congress and resigned from its
presidency. After the meeting of the Third Congress,
Randoiph wroie:
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. .. I consider the Communists & definite menace
and a danger to the Negro people and labor, because
of their rile or ruin and disruptive tactics in the
interest of the Soviet Union . . . The Congress was
deliberately packed with Communists and C. 1. Q.
members who were either Communists or Sympa-
thizers with Communists . . .

I quit the congress because I was opposed to i1,
or its officials, expressing sympathy for the Sovie
Union, which is the death prison where
and liberty have walked their “last mile” and where
shocking blood purges wipe out any and all persons
who express any dissenting opinions from dictator
Stalin,

T quit the congress because 1 saw that the Com-
munists were firmly in the saddle . . . Their minds
were already made up when they came there by
Communists’ manipulations, caucuses, and propa-
ganda . . . T quit the congress because it was not

truly a Negro Congress. (Congressional Record, May
14,71940, p. 2944.5)

The Communist domination of the National Negro
Congress was, of course, evident from the beginning 1o
anyone sufficiently interested in the evidence.

Despite the plain truth about the Communists and
the NNC, it received a boost from Norman Thomas.
Philip Murray, and Walter White of the N.A.A.C.P—
all of whom appeared as speakers at the Second Na-
tional Negro Congress in October, 1937,

inhe Second National Negro Congress was convened
in Philadelphia. The NNC officials made arrangements
for a special train from New York to Philadelphia,
through Wosld Tourists, a Soviet travel and espionage
Apency.

In addition to Walter White of the N.A.A.CP., the
Nutional Negro Congress was able to attract, as speak-
€rs Or sponsars, many other Negro leaders among whom
were the following: Frederick D. Patterson, president of
Tuskegee Institute; Rufus B. Atwood, president of Ken-
tucky State College; John M. Ellison, president of Vir-

ginia Union University; David D. Jones, president of
Bennett College; R. O'Hara Lanier, president of Texas
Southern University; and Jacob L. Reddix, president of
Jackson State College.

The National Negro Congress also enlisted as stooges
the following bishops of Negro churches: Bishop James
A Bruy, Colored Methodist Episcopal; Bishop R. A.
Carter, Colored Methodist Episcopal; Bishop W. J.
Walls, African Methodist Episcopal Zion; Bishop R. R.
a.gui, African Methodist Episcopal; Bishop W. A,
Fountain, African Methodist Episcopal; and Reverdy

C. Ransom, African Methodist Episcopal.

democracy

Tke affiliations of these Negro college presidents and
Negro bishops indicate that the Communist Party bas
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1ud a Jarge measure of success i penetrating the ranks
“Negro educators and clegymen.
°f§:§:; the pesiod extending from 1936 to the end
f World War 11, the National Negro Congre:s and the
0cgmmunist Party dropped such slogans as “A Negro
Republic in the Black Belt” and “The E‘ber?“fm_ -;?f
3 d Negro Nation.” This was in keeping with
$: ?Ziﬁflenist Pgarty's new tactical orientation of .the
People’s Front. After World War II, the Cpmmumsts
reverted to their basic disloyalty toftz;e (i]m!ﬁj Ssttat:eg
ists 1 nite a
Communists in the ar{ned forces o the : :
fought with great zeal ip the war against the Axis Pgt::
ers, not out of any loyalty to their own country but be-
cm;se their adopted “fatherland,” the Soviet Union, was
co-belligerent. )
) Followigng World War II, the National Negro Con-
gress and the Communist Party showed their ‘t{'ue
colors. On June 6, 1946, the NNC addressed a petition
1o the United Nations, requesting that foreign agency
to conduct an ipvestigation into the oppression of the
Negro le. ) )
e(glgml::ggist tactics are always subject lo drastic altera-
tion without notice, but the basic aim of violent revolu-
ion is never abandoned. o )
) The National Negro Congress was liquidated in 1 947.
It had served the purposes of the Communist conspiracy
admirably for almost a decade, but during its !a}er years
it had become so indelibly stamped as a Soviet spufnik
that its influence outside the immediate circle of Com-
munists was rapidly approaching the vanishing point,
Never discouraged, and always ready to start all over
again, the Party went on to the launching of new spur-
niks.
Southern Negro Youth Congress N
The Southern Negro Youth Congress originated as
the youth section of the National Negro Congress. Its
first conference was held in Richmond, V_ng]ma, Febru-
ary 13-14, 1937, at the Fifth Street Baptist Church.
The late Edward E. Strong, Communist Party Negro
leader, was chairman of the youth section of the NNC
and of the SNYC. .
The SNYC was fornied during the era of the People’s
Front, and its behavior was guided accordingly. At its
first session, the pastor of the Baptist Church pro-
nounced an invocation. There was pothing of the
damp-the-church attitude which had characterized the
period of the American Negro Labor Congress, al-
though the Communists were in compiete control.
Speakers at the first conference of the SNYC included
E. Franklin Frazier, professor at Howard University,
Mordecai W. Johnson, presideat of Howard University,
and Angelo Herndon.

During the conference, a seminar was c_l'cvoted. to the
subject, “The Role of the Negro Church in Soiving the
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Social and Economic Problems of Negro Youth.” The

leader of the seminar was Herbert M. Smith, dean of

the School of Religion, Bishop Coliege, Marshall, Texas.
Participants in the seminar discussion were Harold Ro-
lamd, School of Religion, Howard University, and James
A. Cox, School of Religion, Virginia Union University,
The Rev. C. E. Queen, pastor of the Leigh Street Meth-
odist Church, also pronounced an invocation,

At one session of the Richmond conference, W, F.
Richardson, of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, presided. The NAACP
national headquarters had a full-page advertisement in
the souvenir program.

The SNYC had a Communist affiliate know
Assaciation of Young Writers and Artists, The associa-
tion was dedicated to “stimulating and encouraging in-
dividual and group expression in the fields of art b
Negro youth, increasing the means whereby the finest
cultural contributions of Negro youth may be made
available to the general public . . . " Toward this end,
the association conducted an €ssay contest on the sub-
ject, “What is your interpretation of the novel ‘Free-
dom Road’ by Howard Fast?"

The secretary of the Association of Young Writers
and Artists was Louis E. Burnham, Communist Party
Negro leader who numbered amoag his later Communist
activilies an instructorship in the Jefferson Schoo! of
Social Science and membership on the board of direc-

tors of the Southern Conference Educational Fund.

The honorary members of the Association of Young
Writers and Artists read like a roster of distinguished
follow wavelers, Among the honorary members were
the following: Louis Adamic, Countee Cullen, W. E, B.
DuBois, Oscar Hammerstein, W. C. Handy, Langston
Hughes, Canada Lee, Rayford W, Logan, Carey Mec-
Williams, Dorothy Parker, Pearl Primus, and Kenneth
Spencer. (People’s Daily World, Oct. 2, 1944, p. 5)

James W. Ford rushed back to Teport to the Central
Committee of the Communist Party on the Richmond
conference of the SNYC. (The Negro and the Demo-
cratic Front, p. 113-119) His enthusiasm was unbound-
ed. The Communist Party had made a new and deeper
penetration into the South.

William Z. Foster has Tecently made the following

glowing appraisal of the work and influence of the
Southern Negro Youth Congress:

Most important was the united front Southern
Negro Youth Congress . . . Leaders in this organiza-
tion were Edward Strong, James W. Ford, James
Jackson, Henry Winston, Louis Burnham, and Esther
Cooper . . . In 1946, when it held its seventh conven-
vk the wti-oi-tne-way Southern city of Columbia,
South Carelina, 1,000 delegates were present . . .

The S.N.Y.C. was the most imporiant movement ever

conducted by Negro youth. It pioneered many of

o a5 the
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construct nts pow taking place in
t!:e S .‘:.ructlv? "g'ive‘lf:l;ﬁe People in American His-
the Souiil . . - L15€ SIEFIE £
tory, p- 486) ——
thern Negro Youth Congress was liquidal
i Tl];fiasm"}he days cg:f the People's Front were over, at
e - .

least for the time being

Human Welfare
Southern Conference for .
The first big penetration of the Communist Party
into the South came with the launcl'amgN of thebeSoultg;rél
for Human Welfare in November )
gf{i‘fﬁ.ﬁ.;ﬂo took place in Birmingham, Alabama,

Il  ldsaaiwailes SR

with the blessings of the White House. Eleanor Roose-
inci er. )

W](t):r a;iot‘l'n:m%r::c&%z:l ]sggasaf( Mrs. Roosevelt, addressing
the conference said: “The eyes of the world are ::lpg’l;
us . . . The future of democracy tests with the ;a gz) s
youth. Face the question with open minds an atme
all make sure a thing is true before accepting it as true.
On this alone can we stake our bopes for democracj};.r
(Report of Proceedings of the Southern Conference fo

. 29 L
Hul;::;kl?;e%‘fr;ogsevei)t sent a Jetter to the Birmingham
conference, in which he said: “. .. if you :!t}eer‘ ﬁl 11'.::&
course and keep everlastingly at it, the South wi g
be thankful for this day.” (ibid. p. 2)

Paul Crouch, John Dopovan, James Jackson, Rot;b:;:
F. Hall, and Don West—all Commupist Party mem "
—manipulated the conference from behind the. s‘%g:n -
William Z. Foster writes with unusual modestyi. -
munist influence was strong in the S.CH.W. from the
start and this was reflected in the id:?:ﬁl lf:o,g.:. iz
it adoptﬂd.” (Tflé "e‘gf@ Peap-e in Amendan wry,
P e k P. Gra-

The first president of the SCHW was Fran P Gra
ham, then president of the University of North tharHi 2.
Later presidents were John B. Thompson (of the (n% -
lander Folk School seminar) and Clark Foreman o
director of the Communist-controlied Emergency il
Liberties Committee). Throughout most of its 5):) ;1 :
ence, which extended down to 1948, James A,
browski was administrator of the SCHW.

feano o TIn_Amarisan  Astivitieg
The House Commitiee on Un-American A&

i i iquidati f the SCHW,
had something to do with the liquidation of the

b?xt the decisise factor in its demise was L_he switch from
the wartime honeymoon of the Washington-Moscow

axis to the Cold War. ) _
Under date of March 29, 1944, the Dies .Commltt.ei
dubbed the SCHW a Communist front, gnd in a specia
report of the Committee on Un-American Activities,
dated June 12, 1947, the following indictment of the
SCHW was made: o
Careful examination of itz official publication and
its activities will disclose that the conference is being
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used in devious ways to further basic Soviet and
Communist policy. Decisive and key posts are in
most instances controlled by persons whose record is

faithful to the line of the Communist Party and the
Saviet Union. (p. 1)

In a 1954 report, the Senate Internal Security Sub-
committee reached the following unanimous conciusion:
“The Southern Conference for Human Welfare was con-
ceived, financed, and set up by the Communist Party in
1938 as a mass organization to promote communism
throughout the Southern States.” (p. v)

Southern Conference Educationa! Fund

Attention has already been called to the. fact that the
Southern Conference for Human Welfare metamor-
phosed into the Southern Conference Educationa Fund
in the middle of 1948. In the shift from ope name to
the other, the organization maintained the same head-
quarters, the same telephone number, the same publi-
cation, and the same executive director.

The Senate Internal Security Subcommittee reported
in 1954 that “an objective study of the entire record
compels the conclusion that the Southern Conference
Educational Fund, Inc., is operating with substantially
the saroe leadership and purposes as a predecessor
viganization, the Southern Conference for Human Wel-
fare.” By “the same leadership and purposes,” the Sen-
ate Committee meant that the Southern Conference Edu-
cational Fund, like the Southern Conference for Human
Welfare, was “a mass organization to promote Com-
munism throughout the Southern states.”

Much has aiready been said about Aubrey Williams,
president, and James A. Dombrowski, executive direc.
tor, of the Southern Conference Educational Fund. Jt
may be added that the names of both Williams and
Bombiowski were autached to the brief amici curice
which was submitted to the United States Supreme
Coutt, October, 1955, Term, on behalf of the Com-
munist Party, U. S. A. Their support of this brief
amtici curiae, written with a typical Communist flair,

sufliciently reveals the idealogical position of these two
priceipal officials of the SCEF.

As bas already been indicated, the Southern Confer-
ence Educational Fund exerts a commanding influence
in the South today, and is in the vanguard of the pro-
Communist integration forces. The principal function
of the Southetn Conference Educational Fund is to
serve as a bridge between the Communist Party on the
one hand and misguided Southern Liberals on the other

hand. In this function, it has been remarkably suc.
cessful,

National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People

A special word concerning the NAACP is necessary.
s organization is not a Communist front.

*he NAACP has published a pamphlet by qig Assist-
ant Field Secretary, Herbert Hill, enut.led” Th:l Com_
upist Party—Enemy of Negro Equality.” Tt P:Trs
mh]et is a devastating indictment of Communist Vi
ics on the Negro question. .
mfnt:c?orcword to the pamphiet by Herbert Hill, lthy
Wilkins correctly appraises the Communist interes u:
the Negro question, as follows: “Far from bcn(J:g}) s:nceu; i
about doing something for Negro I;g:::sih?go » :?a -
W)
ists use the Negro merely as a pa Soviet cam
i inst the United States and the wes
Palgg atghe:n;ttbe: hand, it must be_obserfvego 1hatu :i::
been a prime objective o Immun:
Nﬁ?tg:iogasand, in nugzerous instances, prommcntbmci
dividuals connected with the NAACP have succugl :,J !
the appeals of the Communist-front apparatus. Fro ‘
;gat thePNAACP has been u'ouble;i ngl 'the p;:;l;la::i :))n
ist penetration is to be found in a .
S:on;t::dunal: thP: 1956 annual NAACP coxentl‘:lt:i,o :h;c;ll;
: “As i t, the Assoct
reads as follows: “As in the past, ssociation Wi
very reasonable measure in keeping
;l;l:il: )cr:u'egammar'y tional principles to preveét) the engtt)r:sg::
rters and defenders of the Communist
i;?r::}? l‘:;‘r)om joining or participating in any way in the
NAACP."” )
Wo(r)kn olflx:mber 11, 1957, the New York Times 11;5:—
ported that the NAACP had rejected ‘t{hekmzn:bglsa ilrp
icati jamin J. Davis, New Yor state ir-
‘;gg]?fu:l?eoéfx;ﬁznist Party, and had declined a gift
by Davis. )
Of%fg t?c;ﬁr?:rgcc?ingystatemcms and actions of the leaders
of the NAACP appear to be clear and deClSIVE,f :')];.lt
they tell only half of the sto:'iy. Thfe ﬂc:th::% f? hav:
is that many of the leaders of the C
;t:erg :xsnusually susceptible to joining, suppocitmg,uz?i
defending the front organizations of the Comm
ml’?tl::ai‘:xyéisputable truth of the matter is thatbthe
leaders of the NAACP, taken as a whqle, ha‘;; ! ::;
inarily soft toward the Communist con .
eXtIr:Otl;f;D :;-galled anti-Communist resolution adoptt;cd:l
at the San Francisco convention in 1956, thcre wo:a 1
appear 10 be a big Joophole in ﬂtlht:j phna.se,t 'ce;:gnliza
i i i ocrati -
sonable measure in keeping with gemoc ganiza-
i inciples.” i “democratic organizati
tional principles.” Obviously, ; e g
inciples” do not prevent a person from h¢ !
;]og?izgpin the NAACP and high position in a Com
munpist organization at one and the same time. :
Two examples of NAACP officials who are c‘urrent.%
rominent in the affairs of Communist orgamzatl;oné wr::_
glustrate the interlocking of the NAACP and the Co

ist apparatus. . _
mu::dres'pD. Weinberger, a national vice-president of
the NAACP, is listed as treasurer on the 1957 letter?etzd
of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, one of the
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most active Communist organizations in the United

States at the present time.

John Wesley Dobbs, a national vice-president of the
NAACP, is a member of the board of directors of the
Southern Conference Educational Fund, the most influ-
ential Communist organization currently operating in
the South. Mr. Dobbs was a guest of honor at a 1987
meeting of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee.
He was also a signer of the brief amici curiae submitted
to the U. 8. Supreme Court on behalf of the Communist
Party in the fall of 1955.

It may be enlightening to give some totals which indi-
cate the extent to which the top leadership of the
NAACEP has given aid and comfort to the Communist-
front apparatus. Listed onr the current letterheads of
the NAACP are the names of 236 different national
officers. One bundred forty-five (or more than 61 per-
cent) of these individuals have been involved, in one
way or another, with Communist enterprises, for a
grand total of 2,200 affiliations of public record. Forty-
sin wn urest NAACP national officers have had one or
two Communist affiliations; 99 have had 3 or more
such affiliations; 52 have had 10 or more; and 46 have
kad 15 or more.

At this point, I present a tabulation of the names of
the NAACP national officers whose Communist affilia-
tions number 15 or more, together with the number of
such affiliations for each individual.

Edward L. Parsons {Protestant Episcola bishop)_.__108

Robert W, Kenny (California attorney) 101
“o, faaery shupler (Protestant Episcopal clergy-
man} .. 76
Farl B Dilirson (Chicago attorney)___ . . &8
Roger N. Baldwin (American Civil Liberties Union) 64
Juhn jtowland Lathrop (Unitarian clergyman). ... 62
Algernon D, Black (Society for Ethical Culture
Wadery . ; . 60
Van Wyek Brooks (author) - e 59
Freda Kirdiuwey (editor of The Nation) ... 59
Fleannt Roosevelt _ S — 56
Bartlev Crum (San Francisco attorney). __._________ 56
George L. Paine (Protestant Episcopal clergyman) . 50
Henry Hitt Crane (Methodist clergyman)_..____-._. 46
Max Lerner (newspaper columnist and professor) . 43
Channing H. Tobias (Methodist clergyman) ... . 43
Temes B Wolfe (chief justice of Utah Supreme
Court) ... 43
Usmoend K. Fraenkel (New York attorney)........... 41
Archbadd MeLeish (poet and university professor) 38
A PR ®-mdolph (labor union president). . 38
Frank P (3-ham (university president, ex-U., S.
BERALOf) . 37
G. Bromiey Oxnam (Methodist bishop) _ — 36
Yohn Havnes Holmes (Unitarian clersyman) 15
) FAve SIVEULe (| waikhiian vivigyliau ) ko
W 1. Wails (Methodist bishop) 34
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Roscoe Dunjee {Oklahoma newspaper editor) 33
Benjamin E. Mays (college president and clergyman) 31

Edwin McNeill Poteat (Baptist clergyman)_ ... 30
George 5. Counts (university professor) _.__.. 29
William Llovd Imes (Presbyterian clergyman)_ . 29
Rufus E. Clement (university president and
clergyman} 27
Lewis S. Gannett (newspaper columnist} ... ... 26
Oscar Hammerstein H (theatrical lyrics writer) __. 25
Jobn Hammond (businessman) 23

S. Ralph Harlow (college professor and clergyman) 23
Henry W. Hobson (Protestant Episcopal bishop).__ 23
Albert Sprague Coolidge {university professor)._ 22

Edward L. Young (physician) 22
Hubert T. Delany (New York attorney) . 20
Horace M. Kallen (educator) 20
Albert C. Dieffenbach (Unitarian clergyman) ... 19
Frank Kingdon (Methodist clergyman) 19
Loren Miller (Los Angeles attorney) 19
Norman Thomas (socialist leader) . .. . .. . 19

Albert E. Barneit (theological professor, clergyman) 16
H. Claude Hudson (Los Angeles educator)y . 15
Henry Smith Leiper (Presbyterian clergyman)..._ - 15

Below are given the names of a number of Communist

organizations (selected at random) and under each
aroanization the names of the NAACP national officers

OIganiiaiion e RIS O 10 IxAantd LA QIS

who have been affiliated with it:

African Aid Committee
Earl B. Dickerson Bernjamin E. Mays
George L. Paine Hearry T. Penn
Stephen Gill Spottswood W. J. Walls

American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born
Roger N. Baldwin Viola W. Bernard

Algemnon Biack Jane M. Bolin
Van Wyck Brooks Rufus E. Clement

George S, Counts Henry Hitt Crane
Earl B. Dickerson Osmond K. Fraenkel
Frank P. Graham S. Ralph Harlow
Henry W. Hobson John Haynes Holmes

William Lloyd Imes Robert W. Kenny
John Howland Lathrop W. Appleton Lawrence

Max Lerner Archibald MacLeish
Arthur J. Mandell Benjamin E. Mays
Reinhold Niebohr George L. Paine
Edward L. Parsons Eleancr Roosevelt
Guy Emery Shipler Channing ‘l;l’ :l;obias
W, J. Wails James H. Wolfe

American Crusade ¥o End Lynching
Bantley Crum W. ). Walls
Oscar Hammerstein, I Lloyd Garrison
Benjamin E. Mays Robert W. Kenny
G. Bromley Oxnam
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American League for Peace and Democracy

Roger N. Bajdwin
Morris L. Ernst
Lewis S. Gannett
William Lloyd Imes
Max Lerner

A Philip Randolph
Guy Emery Shipler
Roy Wilkins

Van Wyck Brooks
Osmond K. Fruenkel
Fraonk P, Graham
Robert W. Kenny
Reinhold Niebuhr
Eleanor Roosevelt
Channing H. Tobias
L. Bradford Young

American Youth Congress

Roger N. Baldwin

Mrs. Sarmuel McCrae Cavert
Earl B, Dickerson

Max Lerner

A Phitip Randolph

Guy Emery Shipler

Norman Thomas
Algernon D. Black
George 5. Counts
John Howland Lasthrop
Archibald MacLeish
Eleanor Roosevelt

George N. Shuster

Citizens Emergency Conference for interracial Unity

Asgernon b, Black
Harry Bragg

Bubert T, Delany
Osmond K. Fraenkel
John A, Morsell

C. B. Powell

Guy Emery Shipler

Channing H. Tobias
Jane M. Bolin

Maurice A. Dawkins
Harry Emerson Fosdick
Max Lerner

Myles A. Paige

Jawn Sandifer

George N. Shuster

Civil Rights Congress

T RMORATR
Fuu B, Dickerson
lames Hinton

' B ELenny

Rufus E. Clement

Roscoe Dunjee

H. Claude Hudson
Arthur J. Mandell
Edward L Parsons

James H. Wolfe

Communist Party Schools

Bartley Cram

1arl BV clerson
w0 K Fraenkel
toores Mifler

Hubert T. Delany
Albert C. Dieffenbach
Robert W. Kenny
Edward L. Parsons

Council on African Affairs

Algernon D. Biack
TTateep T Tl
o e
yin Lo 7 Times

(harnmy H. Tobias

Jane M. Bolin

Earl B. Dickerson
John Hammond
Arthur B. Spingarn
Robert C. Weaver

tmergency Civil Liberties Committee

ifent, Hitt Crane
Farl B Dickerson
Koo oW K enny

T

Andrew D. Weinberger
Hubert T. Delan

John Wesley Dobbs
Edwin McNeill Poteat

Chinlar
il

End Jim Crow in

Algernon D. Black
John Howland Lathrop
Eleanor Roosevelt

Oscar Hammerstein, 11
C. B. Powell
Channing H. Tobias

international Labor Defense

Roger N. Baldwin
Roscoe Dunjee

Frank P. Graham
William Lloyd Imes
John Howland Lathrop
Artbur J. Mandel!
George L. Paine

A. Philip Randolph
Channing H. Tobias

Ear! B. Dickerson
Osmond K. Fraenkel
Oscar Hammerstein, 11
Robert W. Kenny
Archibald MacLeish
Benjamin E. Mays

C. B. Powel!

Lillian Smith

Ruth Weyand

National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax

Rufus E. Clement
Frank P, Graham
Mordecai W. Johnson
G. Bromley Oxnam
A. Philip Randolph

Algernon D. Black
Rufus E. Clement
Henry Hitt Crane
Osmond K. Fraenkel
Frank P. Graham

S. Ralph Harlow
Henry W. Hobson
Carl B. Johnson
Freda Kirchwey
Max Lerner -
Arthur J. Mandell
James J. McClendon
G. Bromley Oxnam
Edward L. Parsons
Sidney R. Redmond
Arthur B. Spingarn
Willard S. Townsend

Channing H. Tobias
Harry Emerson Fosdick
Henry W. Hobson

Albert Sprague Coolidge
Bartley Crum

Lloyd Garrison

Harry J. Greene
Harrison Hires
William Lloyd Imes
Mordecai W. Johnson
John Howland Lathrop
Alfred Baker Lewis
Benjamin E. Mays
Karl A, Menninger
George L. Paine
Edwin McNeill Poteat
Guy Emery Shipler
Channing H. Tobias
James H. Wolfe

National Negro Congress

Mrs. Emest Alexander
Ralphb J. Bunche

H. Claude Hudson
Robert W. Kenny
Loren Miiler

Henry Lee Moon
Tarea H. Pittman
Louis L. Redding
Norman Thomas

Wy T TEI_TI.
¥. J., YTRUY

Robert W. Kenny
Edward L. Parsons
Eleanor Roosevelt
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties
Van Wyck Brooks

Jane M. Bolin

Earl B. Dickerson
Sidney A. Jones, Jr.
Alfred Baker Lewis
L. Pearl Mitchell
T. G. Nutter

A. Philip Randolph
Eleanor Roosevelt

Y ¢ S -
IKODCIT L., YWCaver



Southern Conference Educational Fund

Albert B. Barnett
Rufus E. Clement
John Wesley Dobbs
Roland B. Gittelsohn
John Hammond
Westley W. Law

C. Herbert Marshall
James M. Nabrit, Jr.
T. G. Nutter

Louis L. Redding
Eleanor Roosevelt

C. Austin Whittjer
Daisy Bates

Easl B. Dickerson
Roscoe Dunjec
Ames T. Hall
Mordecai W. Johnson
Arthur J. Mandell
Benjamin E. Mays
Reinhold Niebuhr
Harry T. Penn
Frederick E. Reissig

W. J. Walls

Southern Conference for Human Welfare

Rufus E. Ciement
Roscoe Dunjee

James Hinton

Freda Kirchwey

A. Philip Randolph
Eleanor Roosevelt
Liephen Gild Spotiswood

John Wesley Dobbs
Fragk P, Graham
Mordecai W. Johnson
Beajamin E. Mays
Frederick E. Reissig
Liltian Smith
Channing H. Tobias

Southern Negro Youth Congress

Rufus E. Clement
Oscar Hammerstein, 11
A. Philip Randolph
Arthur Ty Shores

Roscoe Dunjee
Mordecai W. Johnson
Eleanor Roosevelt

I M_Tinsley

Testimonial Dinner in Honor of Ferdinand C. Smith

Hubert T. Delany
Freda Kirchwey
Charning H. Tobias

Robert C. Weaver
Roscoe Dunjee
Myles A, Paige

Willard §. Townsend

B ta i A o a1 A
VNS0 INGETo ana ~
Roscoe Dunjee

Benjamin E. Mays

Robert W, Kenny

W. E. B. DuBois Testimonial Sponsoring Committee

Van Wyck Brooks
Henry Hitt Crane
Roscoe Dunjee
Bepjamin E. Mays
Fraderick B. Reissig

James H. Wolfe

W. Montague Cobb
Ear! B. Dickerson
Mordecai W, Johnson
George L. Paine

W, Walls
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October 2, 1958

|45
oy

Your letter postmarked September 26, 1958,
with its enclosures, has been received and the motive
which prompted your communication is appreciated,

In the event you secure any additional
data which you believe to be of interest to this
Bureau, ¥ou may desire to communicate directly with
the Special Ag:nt in Charge of our Memphis O0ffjce

located at 1104 Sterick Building, Memphis 3,
Tennessee, ' o
MAILED 11
e Sincerely yours
0CT 2 - 1958 Y YORIS
COMM.FB}

John Edgar Hoover
Director e

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIRED:
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED £+

1 - Memphis (Znclosure)

NOTE TO SAC, MEMPHIS: DATE BY !
Enclosed is a cop{ of correspondent's 52¥'
commmication. Bufiles reflect that correspondent o

wrote to the Bureau on 3-21-52 in a vague and nonspégific
manner advising he would write again to the Bureau,

The receipt of his letter was acknowledged and he '
was requested to contact your office if he had any
information within the Bureau's jurisdiction, Copies

of this correspondence were furnished your office.

s . 9\5/(1\'01‘13 TO SAC CONTINDED, QN PAGE 2)

b, L“a

ers Hrnon,
4) (SZE NOTE ON YELLQY. PAGE 2) W
- $00CT9 1958




.7 Correspondent enclosed ﬁith his 1eiféf‘a
copy of the pamphlepj"Cormunism and the NAACP" which
contains testimony/resented By Dr, J. B, Mathews B

L 2-10-58, The pagphlet bears a notation that it is -
- gublished by theNeorgia Commission on Education,
20 Agriculture Bu
Atlanta 3, Georgia,
with CP programs regarding t

The pa ﬁhlet-deals pr1mar11y .
"Negrd question)

Sl and various € satéllite organizations "launched

e by the Communist Party especially for Negroes.".
. It further indicates that while the NAACP "is not a -

comminist front" the leaders of the NAACP "taken as

a whole, have been exrraora:narliy soft towards

the communist conspiracy." (105-52615)

. Correspondent also enclosed a four-page
folder printed by the Georgia Commission op ...
Education which related to the Labor Day
neeting held at th®&Highlander Folk School (hF§
Monteagle, Tennessesw, .

. .1.uc ahore ﬁ. t‘: ial ha “'-'b(éen afoded
extremelﬁ wide circulation particularly throughout
the South and has previously been brought to the

attention of the Bureau as well as to your off1ce.

the headquarters for communism in eastern Tennessee.

.

~” \Pn'l

A W ud
i

P

‘_‘_‘ 0 Yl"‘" I m . ;,_.; A L;’- ) .

f "Ti

- T -4

X

: Correspondent adv1sed there has been a .
lot of talk about the HFS and that it is a communist -
school. He states he knows hothirg about it but the
Bureau "can tell more when you read th1s paper.

-4

L5 at a public hearing of the Florida Legislation . . - ...
Investigation Committee at Tallahassee, Florida, on =

ding, 19 Hunter Street, Southwest,

CP program to infiltrate noncommunist organizations ' v

'.f

The IFS due to its interracial character has been the"”'
subject of numerous past allegations that it represents.

Thcse al egat1ons however have never been substantrateo
- RSP (61-7511-210) .

informatinn
A ALLL VAN GAVVils \
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Bd:Tdmm_
r. Behm
, Mr. Mo
] ASHEVILLE CITIZEN-TIMES £ . ?5:{?;
.UNnAv : Ir. ¥rr{ons
‘ZE —\ , E Mr., }'0 Bn_._
11E CIt ASHEV] Mr. Temm..
C:BTBE ASH%‘V‘,.N-N° \ ..@ugfzs/;/ _‘7‘ tv‘N.fi’E TIMES Mr: "l";ucn,sel:ﬁ
= ;:1\1’ HSHEVILLE CITIZEN TImES CO. R /4 |
I —rmm—— r/ -
REHEVILLE,N.C.

December 23,1958

:.r, J. Edger Hoover,
secercl Bureau of Investigation,
“ashington, D.C.

Degr I r. Foover:- . Cj

A publication entitled "Highlander Folk School™
s reached my desk. It was sent out by the GE6Teia UOMIIBETON :
on Education, Atlanta, and discusses what it calls the Comnmunist
trainine school at lonteagle, Tenn.,

R W

If there is such a communist undertaking there,
it 1s & matter of public concern., I join in that concern. )}!f A

This is to inqguire if you have any specific
inforriztion on the school., I'd appreciate hearin:s from you.

e

ith thanks and the good wishes of the season,
I anm

————
L ]

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED Sincerely yours,

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE_3lz|%4 BY SXEs\ (X
945&3
REL‘r 28

61-7.3 //_254

_ o JAN 8 1959
P
. \k\ — [l
N v - |
\a : ] i s Capms pmartic h ”
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December 31, 1958

E 3AA ”‘W!gpgw (nrml-rrrn
EErYY IS 1My ‘L“IF..ED
EXO3TT TERE SHDWE

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINE&
HEREIN 1S i :CLASSIFIED .. &
DATE .2 BY 6;1 f. 3

-y '
&
.

~

- I have received your letter of December 23, 1958
and appreciate the laterest which prompted you to write me. Iam
ingtracting one of my represenfatives in your area to contact you
io the near future relative to your inquiry. :

© . Rwas thoughtial of you to extend your Season's =
~ . ags, and you have my very best wishes for every possible L
. 88 .auring the New Year.. ‘ | iy

o -‘Bin.cerely yours,

"2, Edgax Hoovex .-

= T. 1 is supported primarily by donatic
\bor uniong, offers courses of instrugtion in labor
e mics ‘and the general field of/® ﬂ has had
: \d. g communist
' __l,*otiastrucﬂon!ncommunmm nor
haF bagt:d of this school to its
bean the dubject of many past-allegations,
.tubstantiatod, that it represents the headquarters for
‘sanesses. (N?TE CONT™D ON NEXT PAGE)

o bt T O
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material available for release to you.

[_] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to vou or the subject of your request.
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[]
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Federal Bureau of Investigation ALL ”’FORMAT!ON CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

Washington, D.C. DATE \3!9'\?4 BY%%@
Dear Mr. Hoover, 4

I have just finished reading your great boék, Hg\ters of Peceit, and feel that my

cengratulations to you‘on your wonderful work are long overdue,You gnd your organi-
‘%ation are our greatest assest in our fight on communism. I am greatly disturbed by
avants taking place all over our country and particularly in Alabama,.

The northern liberals have made the situation in ﬁontgomery a cause celebee and
Martin Luther King andther Ghandi., The people there haye been extremely tolerant of
his activities and the restraint that most of them have shown is to be admired. The
situation here in the South is fast becoming intolerable and the ones of us who have
always considered ourselves moderates and have tried to help the negro progress (in

the framework of his own society) are becoming alarmed,

last year I recelived a copy of 2 set

of pictures made by a ,photographer from Georgia who went to the Labor Day weekend work-

shep at the notorious Highlander Folk School at Hontengle. I am sure you have g cgpy

of the same report which was sent to me by the Attorney General of Alabama. £11 of the

;.egme-s ; or most of them, who have been leaders in the racial troubles here, were there,:

4 ‘
/ Rog.a\iiix;ks of the Montgomery bus ﬁoycott, M. L‘-’ s Gomillion of Tuskegee Institute and\.,
) e )

i
nirge was sitting next to Abn errye Peoplwe bound to take on the color of their {

#€%ocistes and in this case it is decidedly redl (/ / - // a/’c b

i
There are very few people in the United tes who have any idea what the High- N

{

lander Folk School is or what it is doing. Yhe northern llgersisgin their rabid desire

K

for the negro vote have evidenily overlooked the rea influence in ihe negro movement or 1

have chosan to :Lgnore ite @N "!U
~ i

Y TR S ey Ty A
> N L ” -



b7

I have been told py a reliable county official at Tuskegee that out of the known com-
mnists in Alabama, about two-thirds of them are at the Institute, I am sure that you know
the correct figures but it is distressing to know that communist doctrine is being taught
to the colored youth OQS:::te. The Institute is the darling of the liberals as well as the
NAACF, and they and the northern press attackfl the South for our stand on integration on
cne hand while they cover up their own racial faults with the other,

¥y frustration knows no bounds when I see communism creeping so cleverly into every
facet of our lives and people so indifferenf. sy xmeck bk Mvemmic to it or so ignorant,

Again, my congratulations to you for your excellent work in trying to edicie our peocple

to the dangers of subversion.

Sincerely,




CO/" Triy January 9: 1959 L
_ BT I —
-~ ARTE T et
@ l 7‘5 // ‘gC,FT 5;'1"70.‘::&0?331?@
. ' ‘JERTISE. Jpres
o .
’*r

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN S UNCLASSIFIED

- 4?4 BY Sk 8ralon |

,('7C/ Dear

Yonr letter was recelved on January S5,
1959, and I certalnly appreciate your kind comments
nbout "Masters of Deceit'” and our efforts in combating

communism. Thank you very much for giving me the
benefit of your vlewn fertadngy

swlodng to racial poarters fﬂ cg
irea. S
t? o
Bincerely yours, AT
. du Edgar Hooven N

y o2

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record on
Folk School, ‘mentioned in her letter, is supp@,;ted primarily by
--fonations from individuals and la.bor unions a.nd offers courses of
_Instruction in labor organization, social econdmiés and the eral
~field of labor education,

It has had CP members ofrifs staff t has
Jollowed the practice of 8

ecuring communists as §j€achts, Jdt*hds
Jever offered courses of instructi

n commupjsi-#cr kag the, G’i’"
ever succeeded in gaining contrompis 'Bchooikﬂp.le‘to Tts interriation.
a.:haracter, it has been the su} ect of

% Gt allégations that Tt re-
resents the headquarters for c m in Eastern Tennessee.
J’i‘hese dllegations have never ﬁl

substabiiated. (61-7511-210)
¢ JAN 20 195 N
S
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Oﬂice Mem( 4 ftm UNITED s__-‘% LOVERNMENT"

3

DIRECTOR, “FBI (61-7511)- LR ... DATE: 1/23/59

’ ;B(‘%? SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) T

SUBJECT: HIGHLAN DER FOLK SCH)OL
IS - C

toe

e ",::'./') ‘ T
a “? The Knoxville Office received through the mail the
] 4nclosed literature which described as follows:

=;E Letter dated Jan y 1953,é%ér55§ed to "Dear Friend"‘
Ty and signed MYLE RTON, with a 3 X 5 eard for i
o soliciting of fuilds for the Highlander Folk School

. by .
£ £, Highlander report dated 10/1/57 to 9/30/58 -

The above is being furnished for the information of the

Bureau.
R . o )
= e r 5. . bl - EL LR
P < -~

SNt ALLINFORMATION coN o
e HEREIN IS vot AQSIH:BAINED / f}
. DATE Slaf54 By 5p

5 /- BUREAU (ENCLS. - 2) EYR G 2N
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o] oL 3 TENNESSEE
MONTEAGLE l_ NWERSAR

January, 1959

Dear Friend:

Mrs. Mary Davis has been calling every day about a Literacy and
Citizenship School for her people. On three of the Sea Islands other
Highlander students are giving guidance to their neighbors in reading
so they can qualify for voting in South Carolina. Similar appeals
repeatedly come from Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi.

The people who turn to Highlander after doing what they can to
bhelp themselves, would turn directly to you if you were known to them.
We have gone as far as we can, gladly foregoing salasries when
hecessary, and must pass these requests on to you.

We are calling on you to do a very special job which only you can
do. One of the foundations which has made generous grants for the past
six years has about exhausted its resources and we are faced with the
immediate and urgent need of making up this loss or curtailing =
program that should be expanded,

One supporter has asked fifty personal friends to contribute. He
signed and sent out in his own envelope a letter we mimeographed, a
piece of Highlander literature, and a business reply envelope addressed
to Highlander. On most of the letters he added a personal note affirm-
ing his own support and expressing the hope that they would join him.
Contributions from his friends came directly to the School and were
acknowledged by us., Others learning of this plan asked for letters and
enclosures, and their friends are also responding.

If you will do likewise, our loss can be replaced with individual
contributions. Every dollar received can be used directly for
education, since thanks to you there will be practically no fund
raising costs.

This we know is not an ordinary request but these are not ordinary
times here in the South, and after all your friends might welcome an
invitation to share in your and our efforts. Let us know on the
enclosed card how many letters you can use., We must tell Mrs. Davis
something soon.

Sincerely yours, Lﬂ /
| - ) =
EARCHED INDEXED
/J h EMZED FILED

Wolea Hnrknn JAN 2 1 1959
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
Monteagle, Tennesgee

letters and enclosures to be sent ¢

1 can use
friends,

I am enclosing §

for the work of Highlander.

R

pledging
I am enclosing $

]

to cover cost of mailing
ports.

announcements and re

(Contributions are tax exempt.)

Send Highlander Annual Report to

(use other side)

G e » .




October 1, 1957 Sepfamber 30, 1958

Highlander Folk School — Monteagle, Tennessee
-0

“A Young Man Came fo
Qur Mountain...”

May Justus, Trustee of Highlander Folk School,
author of 38 children's books of life and legends in the
fxckr Mountains, the latest of which is LET'S

D] AV mr\ CIRIY whlichod by B Ao Do Ranl
)y i SN SLINAG, PUDLIAGEDS O DIOA0WaY I'T€88, JNdAll-

viile, is also a tcacher and honored civic leader. Miss
Justus lives in the community of Summetfield in which
the Highlander Folk School is located. Last Spring, the
children and teachers of Summerfield School dedicated
thewr annual to May Justus, “who is loved and cherished

Ly all who know her.”

I : 26th ANNUAL REPORT
i

I» introducing Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt to people who
had gathered at Highlander from many southern states
o hear the former first lady in June, 1958, Miss Justus
sand:

“We welcome to ocur mountain top today a person
who comes to us not as a stranger but as a friend ..
Tms friendship goes back to the time of the great de-
vression when Mrs. Roosevelt and her husband were in
iixe White House and when the New Deal was help and
Lope to us ... We happened to be one of the poorest
counties in Tenncssee in a materizl way, and we, who
are older, remember those days and the blessings that
came to us through Mr. Roosevelt’s New Deal . . . 1
A liot sute how many years ago or just at what point
i, the history of Highlander that Mrs. Roosevelt met
Avles Horton, but § know that it was in the early days
nf ite struggle. Tt was while Mr, Roosevelt was getting
Voo Wows Thaal nnderway that a young man came to our

%
[
I mountain who had dedicated his life to the proposition
B

that all men should be free and equal in opportunity . TENNESSEE'S OWN MAY JUSTUS -
rezardless of race or color or creed. He dedicated this
school to this purpose | . .

Myles Horton, Iigidander’s founder and director, photographed during Workshop Session, .,

asks guestion . . . lstens . . . and ru”d; Vlo & stery of iucreasing b_utimlod in the Seuth. ’




- ving. That is what racial segregation is. Don't

- Hanry Golden, humorist, Editor of the Caro-
" 1a Isvachite, and author of ONLY IN AMER-
"IA of current best-seller fame, described to
ighlander's June Workshop participants his
SOLDEN RULES” for ending scgregation
cluding his “vertical plan,” his “white-baby
an” and his “out-of-order plan.” Amidst
ughter and applause for his wit and satire, he
siivered this serious message: _
“What do they mcan when they talk about
cizl segregation? Do you think they mean a
‘egre child going or not going to a white
hooi? Nonsense. Nonsense. . . . It means,
y friends, death. D-E-A-T-H. That is what
means. Nine Negro women die in childbirth
. the South to every one white woman who
es in childbirth. That is what segregation
cans . . . It means death. These are the au-
" nuc fgures: tuberculosis which is 1ith as a
use of death among the whites is second as a
wse of death among the Negroes. That is what
means. Racial segregation! Do you know
hat an evil that is? It involves death; it in-
slves people who die when they shouldn’t be

"t them kid you about the social classes. The
‘egro is not intruding when he moves into a
tter neighborhood.  He is escaping; he is
caping from death.™

eft to right: Fulbright Scholar Francis Manis, Chairman of the Panel
iscussion; Mr, Alexander Bannerman, Ghana; Miss Violaine Junod, Union
South Africa; Miss Sunthone Bilavarn, Laos; Miss Nina Mangravite,

“So Many Interesting People
in One Place"

The United States Department of State sent forcign
sitors to Highlander in May to Jearn of the Amernican
ay-of-lifz. Mighlander presented in panel discussion: Mr.
lexander Bannerman, Supervieor of Presbyterian Schools,
huna: Mise Sunthone Bilavarn, Assistant Welfare Director,
wa; and, under the auspices of the Phelps-Stokes Fund,
liss Violaine Junod, Union of South Africa. Later, a
siting professor from India spoke to workshop participants.

Highlander was happy _to entertain at various times vis-
ors from England-snd: from Holland who were studying
lucational metheds employed in America, the function of
alth 2nd’ welfare agencies, and the work of community
ganizations, including 4-H Clubs. From the Netherlands
wme a staf member of Volkshogenschoo! “Allardsoog™
runded the same year as Highlander Folk School, each:

“I TOO, WILL SAY THAT THIS WAS A GREAT EXPERIENCE TO BE AT
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL — SOMETHING [ WILL ATWAYS CHERISH
AND HOLD DEAR. IT IS A VERY GREAT PRIVILEGE TO BE HERE,” said
Harry Golden, shown speaking to a Highlander audience which he held in rapt anention
for an hour and 25 minutes.

MRS. SEPTIMA CLARK, Highlander’s Director of Education, pistured seated, intro-
duced Editer Golden.

founded independently of the other, but both schools grow-
ing out of the needs of the people. In the Netherlands,:
people sometimes refer to *Allardsoog™ as the “Highlander
of Holland” or to Highlander as the “Allardsoog™ of
America.

Writing later through her interpreter, one foreign visitar
said, “We both enjoyed our visit so much, and neither of
us can temember when we've seen s0 many interesting
people in one place!™

Other Visitors

Amongst the steady flow of visitors to Highlander came
the Putney Graduate School students as they studied the

@ al Dobloc. ~Af intooeats - " 1
South. Problems of integration, rural electrification, conser-

vation of natural and human resources are concerns of these
students, on which Highlander helps to shed light.

National Leaders Commend Highlander. ..

Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, Msgr. John O'Grady, Lloyd K. Garri-
son, and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt issued a statement on December
18, 1957, condemning the attempts of Georgia’s Governor Grifhn,
“to draw from the serioue and fruitful deliberations of Highlander's
15th Anniversary Celebration sustenance for the efforts of the
Southern razists to equate desegregation with communism,” and
called on Americans, “to join with us in subscribing to the princi
ples of democracy set forth in Highlander's official statement of
policy.”

The Reverend William 1. Faulkner, Minister of The Congre-
gational Church of Park Manor, Chicago, Ill., welcomed Myles
Horton and Mrs. Septima Clark to his pulpit in July where they
spoke on “Christianity in Action.” In thanking the Church’s Social

ction Council for amanging the program, the Church bulletin
said, “These two dedicated, wise and courageous spirits are in them-
selves proponents of Christianity in Action in our Southland,
where it often coets one's job, and sometimee his life to be
Christian in race-relations.”




© “The shade of dozens of tall trees contrib
:d to the beauty of the scene . . . Mis.
wseveit made a simple, friendly address . . .
".e audience listened in perfect silence, tven

+ chitdre

setmtd never to move or outter a
md Lo

— Zella Armstrong, Hamilton

mty-Hisu;'ia.n, as quoted from.the Chartar. . _age.people 1o find. their

oga News-Free Press. The headline above
+ picture is quoted from the same newspaper.

a &n YoL ME WMARPELIADS AR OTTT
A OL 1ES VT WURRMIOUT S WIN Wil

INSHIP AND INTEGRATION, confer-
ces, and specia) programs were highlighted

the vizit in June of Mre Eleanor Roosevelt
10, speaking to a gathering of some 300 peo-

= from almost every southern state, achalzd
. Americane to prove to the world that

emoc
o ois a way of life which benefits all people,

- d praised Highlander for making this Dem-

" mber, heard Dr

straton of Demotracy.

In November, the THANKSGIVING
DRESHOFE LYroucht sopether 7t parents and
wdents from newly integrated southern schools.

THE MINISTERS WORKSHOP, in De-
Everctt Tilton, Vanderbit
vimity School, give a lecture bared on his
ok, Segregaiion and The Bible. Ministers
d a group of theological students, preparing
r the miriwy in the South, came to grips
th this wita! ethical problem dominating the
uthern ecene today: segregation.

Southern jeaders and the Highlander Esecu-
¢ Counci! planncd. in January. the seties of
ORKSHOFS ON CITIZENSHIP AND IN-
SGRATION which followed in the spring and

mmer.

In Marzh, social workers met with Alice
:bb, Director of Sociviogy and Rural Work,
2rrt College, and with Highlander Staff to
an prograr for people working with social
encres and in <ommuUNity organizations in the
wth.

" Al in Mareh the fifth annual COLLEGE
‘EEK-EXD WORKSHOP  discussed ."Buﬂd'

B tding o amwaeaieng) Gl ;:u;sl‘liul\,.

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND SEGRE-
ATION was discussed in the May Workshop.
-ofessor Franci- Manis, Fulbright Scholar, and
rs. Septima Clark, Highlander's Director of
jucation, were co-chairmen of this meeting.

The June Workchop, with emphasis on
EGISTERING AND VOTING brought to-
ither 60 resident participants from seven south-
n ostates.

The july WORKSHOP ON COMMUNITY
EVELOPMENT drew peaple {rom Charleston
1d from the eeq iclands off the coarts of douth
arolina, and from Tennessee seeking and of-
ring ways of working together to build a
mmunity to meet the needs of its people.

Adult summer schoel students from Tuskegee
wtitute mer in week-end session at Highlander
Aggust uader the leadership of Mr. C. G
omillion,

A Demonstration of Democracy

one. It is very

with freedam of opportunity.” .

“You are doing a pioneer work here. I know of no other school just like thie
important at this time that this demonstration of democtracy be made.
We have to prove we believe in 8 non-Communist world that is really a democracy,

~—Mrs. Eleanor Boosevelt speaking at Highlander, June 17, 1958

Percolator or Drip!

® In September, Dr. Lewis Jones of Tuskegee,
chairing a meeting on HUMAN ASPECTS OF
POPULATION SHIFTS, suggested that the
emphasis be placed tot on migrants as prob
lems but on the problems of migrants.

Many thousands of persons both Negro and
white are pulling up makes and moving to vast
ucban centers without preparation. What north-
e.n jonrnalists call “clannishness” grows out of
a need tor personal acceptance and companion-
ship. neporting on this meeting to the National
Cq;xl':rcnc: of Catholic Charities, Myles Horton
saad

“We should not seek to impose our unfamil-
iar institutional waye but instead should encour-
it owo mays of doing
things . . . To devclop lay leadership close
to tue people will make it possible for people
themselves to assume responsibility in solving
their own problems. To borrow an example
from our morning coffee pot, the percolator,
rather than the drip method, will encourage
idtas to circulate from bottom to top and top
1o bottom instead of coming from the top down.™

* T %

Of the 637 peopie who participated in the
1958 workshops and conferences, 259 were
Negro and 398 white. A majority of the Work-
shup patticipants were Negro community lead-
ers. All but 28 persons {approximately 3%)
were residents of the South.

¥ Ow W

Extension Program

® A WORKSHOP ON REGISTERING AND
VOTING for Charleston County, 8. C., was
planned and carried out in Seprember by for-
mer Highlander workshop participants from that
area with the asustance of Mrs. Clark, High-
tander’'s Durector of Education. From an East
Tennessee rural community tame visitors whom
the South Carolinian workshop organizers bad
met when both groups participated in High-
lander’s July Workshop on mmunity -
velopment,

& JOHNS ISLAND LITERACY SCHOOL
completed its term in February with a cere-
mony awarding certificates to students some of
whum, even over the age of 60, had learned
to read and write, conduct their own business
afairs, and qualify to vote under the instruc-
tion of Highlander Staff Member, Miss Bernice

Robinson of Charleston. Pictured below is the
johns Istand School in session. Requests for
additional literacy schools from nearby islands
have been received by Highlander.

Fun and Friendship

Dr. Van Kennedy, University of California
Professor, and Mrs. Kennedy, teacher in child-
arent relationships, directed three weeks of
appy. healthy, interracial, outdoor camping for
youngsters, age 9 through 13. Mr. and Mrs,

Stuart Chapin, experienced in the direction of
American Friends Service Work-Camps in Mex-
ico, directed the work-counselor training gro-
gram, for young men and women dedicated to
making a contribution to the South in this time

of great need.

“I do want to emphasize,” wrote one parent
of campers, “what an exceptional job we feel
N of wou dolks do se Highlandsr The
all of you folks do st Highlander . . . The
significance of race instinctively changes from
THE FACT OF THE MATTER to A MAT-

* TER OF FACT in your beautiful atmosphere

where ideals are a living norm . . .

HARRY LASKER MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CELEBRATION in September culminated a
summer's work of cataloguing by Miss Jenelle
Elder, who will return to Highlander next sum-
mer after a winter of graduate work at Atlanta
University's School of Library Service. Miss
Fider worked under the guidance of Mr, Richard
Cuiffin, Xnoxville College Librariaa.

Also among Highlander's personnel were Miss
Clara -Browh, graduate of Allen University in
Columbia, 5. é.. Miss Felicia Harris, who ob-
tained her degree from Knoxville College and
Miss Judith Gregory, who, after a year and a

balf of graduvate work in the Woodrow Wilson _

Department of Foreign Affairs at the University
of Virginia, joined the staff of the Putney Grad-
uate School prior to coming to Highlander.

Mikii Fowlkes Marlowe, pictured right in the
library scene - above, a native of Arkansas, be-
came the School Manager. Mikii and J. D.
Mariowe with their year old son, Joey, have
settled on an adjoining farm,




Highlander Committees

. At Work

Loval friend, and Chairman of the High

- iander Philadelphia Committee, Mrs. Alice K.

Liveright died in March. In her memory, Mr.

. I Livenight, her husband, and other mem-

bers of her family and friends are sending
sontrihutions to Highlander,
» L] L]

Instead of the annual Spring Meeting, the
‘New York Hiphlander Committee held a series
5f parties in homes. Mrs. Septima P. Clark,
Highlander's Director of Education, told about
:he work of the School. In December, Dr. John
B. Thompson spoke at a meeting arranged by
he New York Committee, on behalf of the
Suarantors-for-Highlander Plan.

* * L]

In California, there are two Highlander Com-
nittees in the Bay Area. One in Palo Alto
s beaded by Mrs. Josephine Duveneck: the
wher, in Berkeley, is headed by Mrs. Beth
Kennedy,

In a leafiet put out by the Berkeley Com-
nittee, Dr, Alexander Meiklejohn, one of Amer-
ca’s great educators, said,

“Many years ago one of my wisest friends, a
:eacher in ethics, described a prevailing tend-
sney in A havicr in !gc words: “We
wave our principles in public and then waive
hem in private. ] admire Highlander because
t is trying % point the way toward the cor-
ceting  nf that mrral delinquency of ours as we
acE of evaue wimowues at home and abroad.”

b L L]

The Chicago Highiander Committee held
sarties and meetings throughout the year to
:xpand Highlander's circle of friends and con-
ributors and 1o erhst new Guarantors for
Aighiander. Dearn B. R. Erazeal, Chairman of
he Highlender Eusecvtive Council, spoke at a
necsing at which a report was made to the
N \ and Guarantors.

i vagu Gkl

ndians Yearn for Education

. | 2N
Mvle: Horton introduces Chief Horace Rid-

ught of the Choctaw Nation to Mrs. FDR
3 s dizcuss cducational needs of

w5 they
i Indian
Hi~tlander's own Indian Markings on the
jatural stene porch of the main building,
he .o be preeCRorokee by University of
srchanlamicts  were photographed Te-
4 SiolLeorean insutute researcher.

R
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Financial Statement
Summary
“Higulander Folk School ended the fiscal
year geptember 30, 1958, with an oper-
oz ! L 22964 14, Total Re-
: wi the weas vois $114.279.86 and
exjcnces for the year were $77,397.43,
{sgned} "Harry V. Herrell
Cenified Public Accountant
Tennessee Gertibcate #1137
Part of this vear's income was used to
make up last year's deficit. A complete
fm e mial etnrprmene Wil be mailed upon

Lilian W. Johnson Memorlal

}:figh'lander gratefully accepts the Lilian W,
Johnsen Memarial Cagin fur ased by funds
contributed by friends of Dr. Johnson and
money léft 10 the School in her wili, One of
the South's great women pioneers in edugational
fielde, a founder of one college and president of
another, Dr.. Johnson in 1931 turped over to
Myles Horton her mountain-top bome which
today serves as the main building of Highlander
Folk School. At the a¥ of 90, Dr. johnson
wrote from Bradenton, Florida, saying, “"What
Highlander did for me was to accustom me to
association with people of a class and a race I
had not known before, £xcept as they served me.
The industrial worker, and the Negro became
personalities in their own right. 1 saw beneath
externalities, and came to have a better under-
standing of their problems. This new attitude
bas been a great help to me in the work here
of organizing our interracial work for a recrea-
tional program for Megro youth . . . It s m
inspiration and my courage to g0 forward wil
this Negro work which I have received from
Highlander . . "

In turn, people who study at Highlander con-
tinue to gain inspitation and courage from the
life and werks of Dr. Lilian Wycoff Johnson,
who died in 1956 at the age of 9.

Community Program

Aecrial view, pictured below, of Highlander
Folk School shows the 3 acre lake where peo-
ple of the community and students find enjoy-
ment and fellowship while fishing, swimming.
and boating.

Tax Exemption Restored

We are glad to announce that on ‘December
18, 1957, the Internal Revenue Service con-

frmed ite previous ruling that the Highlander
Folk School is entitled to exemption from Fed-
eral income tax and that contributions made to
Highlander are deductible for income tax pur-

poses.

Wanted: 100 New Guarantors

The Guarantors Committee which grew out
of last year's 25th Anniversary Celebration has
secured 160 Guarantors for Highlander. The
Committee was formed to provide Highlander
with 2 minimum monthly operating budget of
$2,000 by enlisting 200 people who would
pledge at least $10 a month. The Committee
members are: !

Or. John B. Thompson, Chalrman, Mrs. Wilkiam Waid-
man, Treasurer, 335 Central Avenue, Wilmetle, lliinols,
Or. and Mrs. Abfaham lerf;r. clutuuwta. SPNELIAT.
Wrs. Sarah Patton Boyle, Charlotiesviile, Virginia. Dasn
8. & Brazeal, Atlants, Gaecrgle, Mrs. jesaphine Duven-

, Altes, Caldornla. . rge M. Guast, Cin-
cinnatl, Ohlo. Dr. john Hopa If, Mashvllle, Tennesses.
Mr. Esau benking, Chariaston, South Carolina. Miss Way
Sustus, Tracy Clty, Tennesses. Mrs. Bruce ii-lynn.
Golden, Colorado. Mr. Stewart Mescham Philadeiphls,
Pannsylvanka. O, and Mrs. Alexsndar Muikiejohn, Berke.
ey, 1lfornis, Or. Walter G. Muelder, Boston Wasss-

usetts. Mr. Wendall A Pattls, Washington, O C. Mr
Cortez M. Puryear, Winston-Salem, North Caroltna.  Mr.

Miami, Florida. Wr, Willlam 3tiz, 3t.
. Mr. snd Mrs. David Stoloff, Knorvilie,
Mr. Ralph Teffertsller, Mow York, Mew York.

- "
FOLK SINGING, established as a symbol
of Highlander by the late Zilphia Horton and
alwaye a source of inspiration, was Jed by Shelby
Flint and Guy Carawan, Shelby Flint was in-
vited by workshop participants to lead singing
in Charleston, 5. C., and at a Methodist Area
Conference in Orangeburg, S. C,, in late sum-
mer. Pictured above is Guy Carawan with the
$ etring banjo, an imstrument which had its
origin in the Tennessee mountains.

Bigotry Backfires

While Mrs. Roosevelt was telling a High-
lander audience that “‘people who are trying to
do something new are very apt to be attacked.
Some people hate and fear anything new . . )"
Governor Marvin Grifin’s slick-paper smear of

, Highlander Folk School was backfiring on T. V.

Williams, Jr., its originator. e following is
an excerpt from an August 4, 1958, TIME
MAGAZINE article:

Bomething euphemistically ealled the Georgis Com-
misxion on Education was only s ope-stemographer
state agency charged with Inventng acu-integration
laws untll Redpeck Governor Marvin Griffin decided
that it was mesbt for bigger thinge. Te the un-
enploited office of commlssion executive secretary,
be appoinied an smbitious., possum-shaped Atlanta
lawyer pamed T. V. ifor Trumen Veran) Willams
Jr., 3., Wiliams sgon m the i
siafl by ten, moved Ipto prominent quariers across
the sirest from the state capliol. He talked the
Jegislature inio giving bim the power of subpocos,
plenty of money l‘or Ly dreamy sssortment of private-
are - loos der,
pocket mikes, etc. — i sleuth on any citizen sus-
pected of disagreeing with whitesupremacy dogma.
Finding Georgis too small for his smbition, he got
authority to spend taxpayer money publicizing racisl
conditions all over the U, 8,

Hammering his stock line that integration of the
races Is & Commupist piot, Willams feit free io:

® Invade iog T by e state
photographer into the Highlander Folk School st
Monteagle, use the pictures of its Intesrated sessions
for & slick-paper charge (1200.00¢ copies) that It i
a “Communist training center.”

® Pass out 100,000 booklels almed at proving that
N.AACP. is Red-run.

4 Broadcast leaflets re an American Legion
attack on the Boutherns Rexional Councll. respectable.
old-lne Atlante interrecial mgency.

@ Mall legalistic pamphlets in support of Atkansas’
Racist Goverpor Orvel Faubus to 30,000 Little Rock
voters on the eve of their guberostorial primary.

& Assign hix photogrepher jo sueak pictures o the
Episcopal Calbedral's Hall of Bishops In Alants,
where pastors and church ladies ssthered for an
integrated meeting of the Georgin Councll of Churches.

T. V. Willisms Jr. rode bigh and hard uptil this
month, and then he swung the ragged blade of
blgotry against the wrong peopie: Qeorgia politicisns

. . Buddenly Attorney CGeneral Eugene Cook, untll
then an approvinely silent m‘ember of the Enil;mlvl-

sion  board. an of T. V.
Willlams Jr. and all his works. Last week Willams
voslpndl 4 4 .

19%9 Workshops have already been
scheduled on Campus Leadership for In-
tegration {Aprit 3-5); Community Sery-
ices  and gregation  (May  17-29),
including weekend conference (May 23-
4); Registration and Voting (June 21-6};
Community Leadership and Integrated
Housing (July 19-24); Workshop for
Fereign Visitors over Labor-Day Week:
end; and Human Aspects of Migration
{October).




Pi':hlanq Folk Schcoi (HFSi has. been the i ' ,:-, 2t Tol,,on‘;" >

social economics and the general field of labor /59
education; has_had communists on its staff{ but
has never offered courses of instruction on

communlst matters nor has the CP ever succeeded

*subject o) past invesf¥igation by the Bureau T C{' Mr. Belmo
bzsed upon\nuyerous cu ~.4aints received ‘a Y Mr. DeLo
concerning Xo munist ackevities at the school. iﬁfﬁ“““&-—
HFS is supported primarily by donations; offers : el mﬁgn
courses of instruction in labor organizat1on, . Mr. Rosen

Mr. Holh 'man____
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in qalnlnq contirol of 1|.:ug‘ UW ! Miss Gandy_____
. — y f Mailing) u

. T DIRECTOR, ‘ﬁaf ‘(e'i-"z“sii)’ """"""""""""
FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

7HIGHLANDER FOLK BCHOOL, S .

(\@ - RUREAU (En

Monteagle, Tennessee

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Knoxville News-Sentinel for 1/28/59, carried local
news story date-lined Nashville, Tennessee, 1/29/59 under by-line
of ED TOPP, News-Sentinel Nashville Correspondent, reporting that
the Tennessee Legislature (Senate and House) on 1/28/59, unanimously
adopted and sent to the Governor a Jjoint resolution direct;ng
him to name a committee of five legislators to investigate reports
of "subversive" activities at the Highlander Folk School, near
Monteagle, Tennessee, The committee would have power to subpoena
witnesses and school records, and would report back to this
session, of the Legislature,

c--'

-

The resolution is quoted, in part, as charging that
Highlander Folk School, and other organizations affiliated with
it, "are allegedly involved in activites subversive to and contrary
to the forms of good Government", Sponsors of the resolution were
listed a#s Rep. HARRY LEE SENTER, Bristol; and Rep. S, A. RHINEHART,

Spencer, Tennessee; Senator BARTON DEMENT, of “"“freesboro, is
quoted as saying "HFS 1s nothing but a finishing school for.
Communist", Re was critical of HFS for inter-mingling of
the races. ' t@xl)

1y ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED
2 - MEMPHIS (61§4) HEREIN [S UNCLASSIFIED
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T R PO £2-13-56)

FBI

Date;

(Type in plain text or code)

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

______________________________________________ L__“_n__T-

KX 61-12 -

Copy of above-mentioned news item enclosed to Bureau
herewith, : _ o

It is suggested Memphis, at Nashville, follow proposed
legislative investigation of HFS through press, furnishing Bureau
and Knoxville with pertinent clippings,

GEARTY
-2 . -

Avproved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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By ED TOPP
Nows-Sentinel Naaliviile Correspandent

NASHVILLE, Jan. 20 — 1Is
Highlander Folk School really a
nest of Red comrades? .

Tennessee legislators mean to
find out. Without a dissenting
vote in either the Senate or
House, a joint resplution was
adopted yesterday and sent to the
Gavernor to investigate reports
of “subversive” activities at the
Inter-racial ‘school near  Mont.
fagie, Tenn. e
- Today, however, the resqlution
was recalied for an amendment.
Tae sponsors gaid the resolution
will be amended to put a $3000
Emit on the cost of the investiga.
ton, '

Myles Horton, director of High.
lander Folk, replied to yester-
day's action, He said no legis-

“lative act was Necessary to carry

out an investigation of the school,
‘Hed Only To Ask’

“While we have always wel.
comed investigation and invited
visiters, of whom many have

n our Government's guests
from foreign countries, we pre.
fer 30 have only a few observers
Rt & time 80 as pot to distraet
fr:jrn the educational Bctivities,*
ka1d Horton,

"Cur records—the list of con-
4 utars, faculty members, stu.
de~ts cnything — ape open to
&ny. e anytime and always have
been,” Horton gaid. “They didn't
need suthorization to get them.
Ali‘they had to do was ask.”

e added that “there are not
now and never have been any
Communists officially connected
®its Highlander sehool, I am not
noew  and never have been a
member of the Qommunist Party
and T will sye anyone who calis
e & Cummuynist,”

Mus Subpena Power

The resolution directa the Gov-
®MOr 10 name two Senators and
tree fepresentatives (o a pe-
cial commitipe which would in-
Vestigate the schogl and re
it tindings tp
L Y

© WLl kRowiew

Highlander Folk =~
Probe Approved

port
ge Legislafnm -

FRRAAE gm0

see's heighboring states have in-|,. *
vestigated Highlander Folk inthe
past, that the school has yeceived
attention of veterans organiza-
tons, and that it has recently
atiracted the -attention of the
Arkansas mttorney general,

To remain on a tax-exempt
status as an educational instin-
tion, Highlander Folk' must re-
bort each ‘yesr io the . 5. In-
ternal Revenue Servioe thiat it
has ngt taken part in ANy prop-
aganda activities, said :Hortoy,
“If there were.any subversive
activities? he sald, “the Federst
Government would ‘kmow
abouf .7t Lo L

" Hes Tax-Exempt Siatus - tal
Horton related that Highlander tit)
Folk -had been chellenged ax t i
its eligibility for tax xemptior] ¢
last year, and that the schoo wh
was removed from a -tax-exempff
status for s period. After th )
Internal Revenue Service jooked bitl
into the matter, the tax-exempt|vpc
statug was returned, he added.{Ce,
Horton, 54, is & natlve of | nor:
Savannsh, Tepn. He receivad st
his bechelor's- degree from
Cumberland University and his
masier's degree from the Uni-{y.
versity of Chicago. He said-he
is 8 member of the delegate s-

2o SFewWH e FROSW

d
—

g

the

the Residential Adult Education g‘;‘:

Section of the AEA. He said he ling
will head the American AEA o
delegation to the international 2
conference fn Germany next

Sprinkled on the deski of Yeg-jm:
islatore yesterday were copies of | pe
a so-called report in 1957 by thelhe
Georgia Commission on Educa it
tion. ‘The paper referred to th
school as a Communist .
-grwnd]. Chiet feature of p:;
pamphlet. was g . photogra,
layout of Highlander Folk's non-|5
egregeted situation. -Long lists
tlieged Cornmunist-front or-
anizations vonneetad wea <

o ALL INFORMATION CQ

fwoxville News. Sentinel/
Thars, /-2 9- ‘4,’7
PRz 2-
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lina Israelite of Charlofte-N—C. I‘L‘ﬁh o

pena witnesses and school rec-|port” was made by The Mem-
ords. ) ., - |phis Press-Scimitar last Decem-|
The resolution was - -nded|ber. It was found there:had
twice. One a.mendment' ires|been a change in the persannellf™
that the investigators rey.st tolapd & Teorganization of the
the Legisiature a5 well .as 1o the|Georgia Commission on Educa-
Governor. The other added altion since the “‘report’” was puby
phrase saying the investigation |[lished. FPaul Stevenson, the pres.
was made for the purpose of tak-|ent executive secretary, said the
ing appropriate legislative action. |literature-was not a report.: “'It
This, 1t was said, was necessary was a pamphlet,” he said, “dis-
to make the amendment consti- [tributed by the former secretary. ’
tutional, It was not an official state re-|§ JE™-"T vae
Trained Labor Leaders port.” ' ‘l v

|

" : '32"-" R PR
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port.” . . » . -
Th ; Asked ‘whether the present
mﬁmsz?]ﬂ?mﬁlfgzm?;ﬁ commission had published any
tions_affiliated with it, “are al.|material on Highlander Folk
legedly involved in activities sub- |Sicvenson Teplied:, “We dont
versive to and contrary to the|0¢Al Wwith any kind of propa-
forms of good povernment.” %‘*"da& 4 e;v !thlfc;mugl;dt:' t’“.t"
When it was tounded, High-{"t & at he ai know
lander specialized in training %2_ anything about the school, .
bor leaders. In recent years it "Want Intermingling’
has added integration workshops| Senter said the Bchool fosters
10 its schedule, The school is sup- |integated classes and inter-
ported by comtributions from in-|mingling of the races. Rep. S.
dividuals, organizations served by |A. Rhinehart, Spencer B¥mo-
the school, foundations and {ui-|EFaY, the other sponsor, said:
tions. ‘ ’ “In my travels o‘\‘r::-l the c‘g;]n'i;
Mrs, Roosevelt Bpoke try people have asked me wha
Speakers at the school last|C2n be dome about Highlander
summer included Mrs, Franklin Folk School. 1 told them I would

ety s et vy tn wid tha avinte of this dis
L}, Hoosevelt and Harry Golden, M W amns v wnmasny == wmees =

Hooseve o ’ ease."” - i )
humorist and editor of TH® Taro- ment, Murfrees-

4 lerac - : ocraf, said Highlander
Nearo | imtegramon gt & is “nothing but a finishing schoo!
Montgomery, Ala., and Rosa fof.I mumsifﬁe tocal point of
%_arks, whose action touched off this ianl{rle:g];aﬁori has rtzzéwed
¢ Montgomery bus boycott, are F
among those listed by Highlander enought pu&l;}c:ty in ﬂ:,gd‘:::fmﬁ
&3 having attended integration %:I;ear; 0 fo eﬁ‘y_ou lution,”
v-orkshops at the sehool, S eteneed‘d I:Th;: ;;:g u' m'n
Ever since Highlander Folk w‘;’;tr&m 'int.ermine ling gfm:,e
was estahlished 'in the mountain- races e interming :
v Wt e 3 e mhaiss TOTN — e o andh o -
VALSa ITRIUVII alRadl  1dd4, I'EP(’I"-E uwe !uspect wr pior‘eer v_ate
D e i o Tomensce has been 8 breec
ing ground for Communsists i ling ground” of subversive. ac-
Ther has be . tivities at the school, he zaid.
ere never has been any pre-|iigeveral of our neighboring

lenze about the policy of non-|gipies and the U. 5. Department
eegrezation at the schobl. Thatlyt 1icrice have made investigs-
has caused resentment from Hme |fans of this Py

to time, A summer camp for|ypian® - -
youngsters has been run in con- .
sunction with the achoal, and that,
tna, has disregarded oolor or
TAOE.,
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affiiated with any organizations
hwt makes g services availahle /B
io individuals on a nondiscrimi-,
netory bania provided they are’
ofra-mivied,” said Horton, :
Arsdemic eourse s are v
a2t HizMander Fold. These
ren g mery workahops and @y
Coaw grouos Ktated prlicy of
T o M . " Demartacy 16w
reem But membersh p i Dw
oo mYy et ey a7 N frve
Avem of thrug™t and TeLgam W
& tuts B e Lwlkheedt &
ve W ANd Me'h, D el o
prtupcty to particpaty I the rul
tural tife of the crvnmueity ol 0
gl sreres 10 pubic facuilem
Rith a demarmatic goal, pa ¢
H-wton, “we are 0 & praithm W
ot amthung that gets in Us
way, whether it b tntalitarar
Oovmunism or Fascism.”

“‘Hour Is Late*

Presenting the resolution for a
s~r ir the House yesterday,|
fwp Va-—v lap Senter, Rristol
invmocraz declared, *The bour|
i3 late for thix mvestigation, but
nni o Jate to show to the world
that lenessee does revere and
coapect the great heritage that
has been passed down to us by
our meatchiess ancesiors.”
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

. MR. TOLSON DATE: February 4, 1959
o, e
oM G. A. NEASE 51 e
. @ . ‘Lfg;;gﬂ
SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOO T
INTERNAL SECURITY - C ;ﬁ
ol Te m __

QNS called me this morning and stated he i

had had inquiry from the press concerning the above school indicating W
the Tennessee legislature intended to look into the activities of the school and &
his inquiry was whether or not we had ever investigated the Highlander L /
Folk School. e ) .

o

K
Vo)
After checking with the Domestic Intelligence Division, I I/(Z
advised GNP that we had made some limited inquiry concerning
the school several years ago when it was alleged it was a hot bed for communists,
and we forwarded a memorandum to Assistant Attorney General Bazelon
dated February 21, 1947, and that we had also forwarded a memorandum - /
to Peyton Ford dated February 26, 1951, regarding the matter. I told him,
however, we were in no position to state we had ever investigated the
school nor would it begtg the Bureau's or the Department's advantage /7 |
to indicate that we hadsinvestigated the school. I briefly described the M
background of the school to him and suggested I felt best not to comment on
the matter. (@ stated he agreed and that he would get the point across

" there i8 no current activity on the part of the Department in this matter.

1- Mr. Belmont
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Re Knoxville air-tel to Bureau dated 2/12/59.

There is mubmitted herewith one copy of news
article entitled, "Inquiry Assured for Highlander", which
appeared in the 2/11/59, isaue of the Chattanocoga Timwes.
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INOURY ASSURED
FOR HIGHLANDER

5 Men to Conduct Probe
Wil Be Named After
Ellington Signs

From Chatianooga Times Bureas
NASHVILLE -— Prompt ap-
pointment of a legislative com-
mittee to investigate Highland-
er Folk School was promised
Tuesday by House and Senate

3436mb1§'_.auttmrized the in-
quiry. - ‘
Lt. Gov. William D, Baird

of Lebanon sald he already has
decided upon the two senators
he will name to the five-man
committee. But he declined to
revenl the names until the res-
olution i signed by Gov. Elling-
ton, possibly Wednesday.,
House Bpeaker James L. Bo-
mar of Shelbyville promised the
three representatives for the
joint Benate-House committee
will be designated ‘within 24
hours” after the .governor scts.
His choice, be said, will be “non-
political.”

Sponsors Have Roles
Legislative custom dictates
the sponsors of an investigation
of this type be named to the
committee, In that event, two
of those certain of appointment
are_Rep. Harry Lee Senter of
Bristol, who initiated the pro-]
poged Inquiry, and Sen. Barton

speakers soon after the General!
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INQUIRY ASSURED
FOR HIGHLANDER

From Pags One .-

it reluctantly. He doubted the
hasty investigation; which must
be concluded by March 10,
would accomplish much.
The senators haggled over a!
number of technicalities before
voting $5,000 for the Investi-
gation. One Eenator complained
about a lack of copies of the
resolution, ‘while anocther
ciaimed it had not been Tead
in full by the clerk. o
The Eenate recessed for 15
yminutes while the Rev. Carl
of Tracy City laid ‘down

integrated adult educa-
“1 #rq8") Aeorteacle,

!

AR,

3
ans

singer, asked for 45 minutes to

irby
‘g usillade -of charges at the}

—_— e
& part-time Methodist
preacher, missipnary and gospel

present his case against High-
lander and its director, Myles

Horton.

: Rpeaks Fast

When menators protested their
work schedule would allow him
only a third of that, he 8t-
tempted to cram the full speech |.
into the allotted time.

Talking with machine - gun
speed which made his sentences’
sometimes unintelligible, Kirby
socused Highlander of being
subversive, of harboring Com-
munist | symipathizers and fo-
menting jndustrial strife. He
waved affidavits and read from,
cards and documents which hs'
tlaimed back up his allegations.:
_ This evidence, he asserted,
wis avallable only to hitn and
the Federal Bureau of Investl-
gation, — "7
* But he asked the Lepislature
call off the investigation, claim-
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ing records necessary to estab-
lish charges against the school
already had been removed from
Monteagle in anticipation of the
inquiry. .
Kirby urged instezd that the
Legislature proceed at once to
enact a law putting Highlander
out of business. He promised the
Legislature he would supply &
hill “with teeth in it.” \
Horton has said repeatedly he
would welcome the investigation
and that &ll records and data

lished in 1932 will be made
available, He "demanded the
Legislature make a comple'tceh ini
uiry and either clear his 00
lgr'close it. g
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relative to the school he estab- -

Dement of Murfreesboro, who
put it through the Benate.

Final approval for the inves-
tigation came by & 22 to § vote
49t the Senate, sending the res-
jolution to Ellington, who al-
‘iready had said he would sign
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