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PURPOSE DATE 8 BY_ML m"' ive

To explalin, pursuant to your request, the delé? in ]
answering the letter of Myles Horton, director or ‘the Highlander -
Folk School. .. I

DETAILS

Under date of December 10, 1950, Myles Hortu.n, who is the
subject of a closed security investigation; wrote a letter to
Asqiatant Director Hugh H. Clegg {latter and enclosurea attachad), -
asking Mr. Clegg to comment on & news release which set forth the
alms and purposes of the Highlander Folk School. He further made
reference to an alleged statement made by an Agent of the FBI con-
cerning the news release.

According to the various time stamps, the letter was

sceived at the Bureau on December 15, 1950 (Friday). It was
received in Mr. Tolson's office at };:06 PM, December 18 (Monday}.
Mr. Clegg's office recel ved it at 5:10 PM, December 19, It was
received back in Mr. Tolson's office at 5:56 PM, December 20,
It was received in Mr, Ladd's office at 6:15 PM, December 20 and
w23 received by the Security Investigative Division (Mr, Belmont's
office) on December 21, 1950, for handling.

It was noted In Myles Horton's letter that he accused an
Agent of making an improper statement and in order to clear up this
item, SAC Robey of Knoxville was telephonlically contacted at 11:00 AM,
Decerber 21, 1950, and instructed to make inquiry among the Agents of
his offlice to determine If any Agent had made the alleged statement,
On the same day, while awalting a reply from the Knoxville Office,
& file review concerning the Highlander Folk School and Myles Horton
was made,

A teletype reply was received from the Knoxville Office
t 5:21 PM, December 21, 1950, whereln the alleged statement referred
to in Horton's letter was emphaticelly denied. On the morning of
December 22, 1950 (Friday), a memorandum was prepared, setting forth
background data concerning the Highlander F d Myl
Horton (attached), to which was attached 42j¢3bo /j;Z:a
Myles Horton over your slignature.
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LETTER FROM MYLES HORTON, HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, M/éTEAGLE, TO é
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ASSISTANT DIRECTOR He.H. CLEGG, BUREAU., RE TELEPHONE CALL INSPECTOR

LAUGHLIN TODAY, MYLES HORTON CONTACTED DECEMBER SEVEN, FIFTY BY SAS
4
i

L
e Y > G [N CONNECTION WITH THE

) HILLIAM WALTER REMINGTON PERJURY CASE. BOTH AGENTS STATE

M_LPPHATICALIY THAT HORTON DID NOT SHOW THEM NEWS RELEASE REFERRED TO

~IN HIS LETTFR TO NR. LEGG DATFD DECEMBER TEN LAST AND NO STAT MENT

[T & [T ——
IRt -4 e

MADLZ BY EITHER AGENT IHATENOULD EVEN REMOTELY APPROACH HORTON-S

ALLEGATION. SIGMED STATEMENTS BEING TAKEN FROM AGENTS AND BEING
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-Oﬁice Memomrgidum « UNITED STAT%% GOVERNMENT

TO : MR, A, H. BELMON S DATE: December 21, 1950
FROM : R, L. L. LAUGHL] s
~ 7YGHL'VDER FOLK STHOOL v
'j  SUBJECT:  VYLES IIORTON, DIRECTOR —
( INTERNAL SECURITY - C Ramn
(Bureau File 61-7511) s
Balmont
Mohr

Tels. kom

I called SAC Robey of Knozville at 11:00 A.¥. today Nesse
and read to him the letter addressed to Mr, Clegg by Myles fandy
Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School, Honteagle,é? AT
Tennessee., I also dictated to Mr. Robey the press release ™~ ‘%ﬂ1£f
attached to Mr., Horton's letter to Mr. Clegg. Voo

I

incuiry among the Agents of his Office for the purpose of
identifying the Agent who, according to Mr. Horton's letter, told
him that the contents of the news release which he enclosed with
his letter would be considered Communistic by @ majority of the

Mr, Robey was instructed to make the necessary \&
t
y
Southern people. !

N

I requested Mr, Robey to look into this matter _
immediotely and to furnish the Bureau very promptly with the U

results of his inquiry.

LLL:mer

v eoraep
THLL

s JAN 19 1951
1

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 2/ WBY&‘&‘%&%
GO APR2 51951 .
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1
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)/ 'f:\/
TO : Mr. Iadd _‘M ‘ DATE: Dacember 22, 1950
FROM : lre Belmo :::g
@] _ Mo
SUBJECT: FE[GH:I&"\ND' FOI-K SchL , - /‘ Homen
MYIZ" IORTON, DIRECTOR n £
INTERNAL SECURITY = G 1L INFORMATION COHTAINED e

Raroau file # 617511 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED /(=i
DATE e b BY.Eciulon,

Purpose: Lt

|

To recom:end that the attached letter be approved for
transmittal to Myles Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School,.
This letter is in recly to a lelicr wiich Horton directed to Assistant
Director H. H. Clegg at the Bureau.

Under date of December 10, 1950, Horton wrote the attached
e letter to Assistant Director He. H. Clegg. He attached a statement of
i 'purpose, program, and policy of the Highlander Folk School which was ~>
‘approved by the Executive Council on April 3, 1950, and a press release
of the school dated November 20, 1950, In his letter Horton indicated
o that a Special Agent of the Bureau had commented that the news relsase
ARSI would be considered Communistic by a majority of Southern people. He
contrasted the alleged statement of the Agent with the recent position
taken by Assistant Director Clegg at the "New York Herald Tribune"

! Forum. . :

SHA

'i_’

On December 21, 1950, the Knoxville Office was telephonically

contacted and advised of the alleged statement made by a Special Agent

of the Knoxville Oifice. Under the same date the Knoxville Office

replied by the attached teletype that X¥yles Horton had been contacted -
. on December 7, 1950, by Special Azents GRS - _
1,7 P i~ connection with the William Walter Remington perjury

case. Doth Azents have stated emphatically that Horton did not show

them the news release referred to in Horton's letter to Assistant

Director Clegg and no statement was made by either Agent that would

even remotely approach Horton's allegations.

For your information the Highlander Folk School is the
T subject of an eight section Bureau investigation. This school was a
S founded in Monteagle, Tennesses and a charter of incorporation, under ~ 7
the Code of Tennessee, was taken out on July 31, 193hk. The school .

=3

: at_its inception was supported by members of the Soclalist Farty
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of national prominence,in~luding Norman Thomas. The school was founded
"{o provide an educational center in the South for the training of

rural and industrial leaders and for the conservation and encouragement
of the indigenous cultural walues of the mountaing." Myles Horton, the
present Director was one of the original incorporators. A study of

the program of the Highlander Folk School indicates that the school
followed the Communist Party line to a certain degree, Literature
received by and distributed by the school consists of labor pamphlets,
magazines, Socialist literature, and to scme extent Communist literature.
The school is not believed to have passed out pamphlets of the Communist
Party as such but has contented itself with providing publications such
as "Soviet Power," "Communist Manifesto," and literature which presents
the broad picture of Communism rather than that representing the various
turnings of the Communist Party line. Many individuals of high Govern-
ment, labor and social standing have aendorsed thie school from time to

|time, including Mrs. Franklin D. Hoosevelt, Mrs. Hugo L. Black, John L.
i 2Wis, Nrs, Harold L. Ickes, and others. {61-7511-132)

Horton was born July 9, 1905, at Savannah, Tennessee. The
investigation revealed that no definite proof of mexbership in the
Communist Party has been developed concerning Horton; however, there is
considerable inforantion reflecting his close association with Communists
and having Communist sympathies.

Reco mendation:

It is recommended that the attached letier be transmitted
Lo i'vrton in reply to his letter to Assistant Director H. H. Clegg. P
[} Il
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¥r. Vyles Hortom o RO
Directoer
Highlander Folk Sohoo

1‘.
Yonteagle, Tennesaos
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o Degcr Sirs | _ . 7 71177_ |

This will acknb
December 10, 1550,

wledge your letier of
) It has long been the established
procedure of this Bureou %o refrain fron comnen
an the statemen

orcanization and, therefore, we connot conment
on the polictes of your schoole

Fith regord to the statement that jou ‘
attributed to a Spectal Agent of this Bureau, this
will advise that I have checked with the two
Spectal

fgents who contacted you on December 7,
1550,

They emphatically deny that you showed them
ihe news relegse or that they made any statements
to you remoiely approaching your allecation,

Yery truly pyours,

Bugh H, Cleggf--;”_"
‘ Agsistant Direaior ;

o ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED |, , -
| e (¢le) HEREIN IS UNCLASS'FIED ~ ™'
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. Oﬂice Memo%ﬁndum « UNITED STAYES GOVERNMENT*

TO : MR, D. M. LADD DATE: February 26, 1951

FROM : M. A, H, B V —_— ‘

- Tolacn

SUBJECT: ’EIC—’ELANDE'R FOLX SCHOCOL N :f:g

Internal Security - U auvis

PURPOSE ey
< Harpo

To recommend that the attached letters to —_—
RogerBaldwin of the American Civil Liberties Union and e

to Peyton Ford be approved. These letters as they now .

read conform to the instructions of the Director which
appear on the attached communications to these individuals

previously prepared,

ACTTON

The attached letters are being submitted for
your approval. .

o The ﬁuestions raised by the Director on your
, " memorandum to him dated February 23, 1951, are presently

' being studied and the answers will be furnished to you TR

/o . :
innediately.

= HDEXED - 105 v 1 1951 .
e ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED S
- HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ,

& .. DATE 2jsg|ed BY ~- @ : ’
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Hedreral Burean of Inurstination
Muited States Bepartment of Juetice
MWashinonfon 25, . C.

February 23, 185 . -~
;?>aa____—— ﬁ}(‘____-Oud_hnwu;xévgt:;g;

ir. Roger i&. 3Zoldwin

Chairman, .sational Comnittee
Asmerican Civil Likerties Unzon
170 Fifth .wenue

“ew York 10, Yew York ,

Dear Zr. Pa’ﬁwln- __ an
WW’ [ |

qr ,. uour lett of February 14, 1251, §
concerninna the aichlander Folk School, in which you re} erred t

- —=%o the FLI concducting an incuiry into thzs sckool beca¢se of
its interracial ecucatzon’ 3 nterested ‘
10 know thaet I heve hed-a carejulfekecn mmde antn Hris matigr. e
e This will aseure you no inuefjjékthr hls bglen & ¢
~arruct®] concerning the i rracial educational facj tt s ot
h#C ocfgasicon L.

of the cchQol you migjiﬂﬁed. ie havg,/nf course,
o morntact tives o0/ this school on indi

el [ 2
-
R I N YT

e suck ar up2li cnd security investicatinns.
Lot L - a” {
Rt ‘*p zd0lican has Leen to secure i

houiries
cea rauree Jfor-Pui éyfzrnmental acencigd in corcidering

a 22plicgs Tt

ra

. In fulfilling our rerdoncibility to protect the internal “J
T ceourity o’\@ha country the Féqgral tureau \Qf Investzou+ign is T
T charoed to iNestigote any indiwjduel udon resgint of eubstantial p
oo informazion r fleﬂtlhb thet IHQ'J‘ vl to le ong gg& in cubversive E
i actiwitu. e hWve 32ﬁzﬁg,a conditsted o ljimited mynber of £
SR rerurity investiNtianE of 1nuzu;ngls Fieh recuired™~Nnouiry Gt
S ot the Hishlander W1¥ School. I apcin whsh to cdvise Jou thet S
o ¢ oh dinvect iaGtione Nere not initinted on th:Qasis that the .
o in fzutduaf)w enoayed g interratial educctiond activi ties nor
i aE fﬁzs ﬁuehtlon concider: n cny manner during She course o)/ the—
irvestipstion. , gQ
. \‘. o A >
e ——————pwevsar, . i goJo T the schonl houe -eidrer {
AT / Leen misuncerci or hove bepo™e o cource of arritation 10 _ s :
LI S F the echool heve iscued adprogriate
\\instru -4 inue any direci-tontcets with represent:i'vgg
Q{; school. :
| :
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEOTIR 1S LINGY ACTICIED h
VULASOINILY ~
UKL c«jof/*&l BY ]
{
b
4
{

W’%ﬂ”ﬂ?
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¥r. Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General

Director, FBI
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Information Concerning )

Beference is made
15, 1551, wkereiln you referre
cirector of the Highlander Folk
Sron Albert E. Barnett of the Can

Unzversity, Georgia.

er Schaol of Theology, Emory 4

i
hool, Monteagle, Tennessee, and ;w {
{
f

to you. In connection to your propoped letter to ¥r., Horton, I

cannot accede to the proposal of hauytng our Agents conduct inter-
views at the FHichlander Folk School
QLI&DRﬁ€l—0§—$ﬁ€~8¢h&ﬂl-ﬂﬁ£3@&t- 227
el e e
_rh.,.,..—bﬂ !
-m**r*ﬁ~eannni—ée_coneen

¢’ *’a\uc cl ”ou d n‘ue
\\ Paue insi fcu o] r
ro :"En--#— ervivuws at t?‘a an

ynn.—c,: (S 28 Y ¥ ) ne J bA i ]

it
I have checked into this allegatipn nmade by Mr. Ebrpon -§f”

S i vent to ascure ypou that we have ncver investicaled the c
Ticilancer Folk uc”ool, cny representativé of the school, or S Q:
cilher tncivicuel on the ground that the Highlancder Folk AN
nic91 or the individual periicipated in interraciecl educational s ¢
aclivities nor have our Acenis inguired relaiive to the inter- ‘ﬂfg

b-l}
¥4

roctal acspects of ithat school.

7 : R -

For your inforilation the Hichlender Folk School was U &

irres izaled during the early 1540's. This investl;etion was } ™
smerficaied on allecations that Comnunist activities were being §
‘r~ied on ot the school. iieﬂeeetﬂmnk4&vsed“fﬁ‘i@é“”und“wv &\

P s st et tonr ot e—Sohoeol se—such—hasTbeen: nuuc---aom.s: RFRET T tinen (k?‘f:‘_

ur our furiler information there is attacked herevith ¢ photo- “f1~:
;g tie copy of a four-page sumnary deted February 21, 1947, con- E",{

: mﬁ~'~1;no this school. >

o N €D§b§b$ §_£ g’E:B\C gggté ‘:‘
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¥e kave, qf course, kad occaston ta cantact repreaentatives

'of this school on individual cases such as applicant and security

investipations. The purpose of the applicant inguiries has been to
scecure infornation at its source for guidance of governmental '
arencies in considering anplicants jor anpointrent. In fulfilltng
cur responsibility to protect thke internal asecurity of the couriry,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 18 charged to fnvestfgate ony
individual upon receipt of substantial information reflecting .
that incdividual to be engaged in subversive activity. ¥e hove in
the past conducted a limited number of securtty invesifgations af
incdividuals regquiring tnquiries at the Hichlander Folk School. .
Houever, such invesiigaiions were not initiated on the basis that
the incividual was engaged in interractcl-educational activities

nor was this guestion cons;dered tn any nanner durtng the courac

of tke tnvestigatton. : : : : -

Fith rqference to ilhe lettcr you receiued fron
¥, reornett, I can only stale thot he has been mistinformed .
b Mules Uortnn, director of the Highlander Folk School,

For pyour further information, in adciition to the
corresnendence betwcen Mr. ¥yles Horton and Kr. Clegg of this

fsyrecu as reflected by the matlerial enclosed with your memorandunm

of Februcry 18, 1951, we have received a conmunication from
're Roscr X¥. Poldwin of the Anerican (Civil Libecrities Union on
the core subject matier, Copies of Mlr. Raldwin's letter and nmy

renly thereto are ailached for pour inforroetion.

Enelfeooure
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A AnRICAN Ci1viL L1.%¥..TIES UNION

170 Firra Avenug, New York 10, N. Y.

ORegon 5-5990
Ernest Angsll Arthur Garfleld Hays Jenathan 8. Bingham
Chelrman, Boord of Direcfors General Coansel s
Roger M. Baldwin Morris L. Ernst I._W' uabech -
Cheolrmon, National Committes General Counsel / T /

Clifford Forster
Herbert Monte Lavy George Soll Alan man Mr 1
Staff Counsel Publjf delations Difector ip Digactor
L] Mr Le2d

George E. Rundquist
Assistan! Direclor

Patrick Murphy Malin
Exscutive Director

71176
February 114», 19& Mt. Trccy -_,____7/

Mr. J. Edger Hoover

Federal Bureau of Investigation ’ Telo. Room ... —
Tiashing‘ton, D. C. Mr fecse . __a
3 Gaondy AR
Dear Mr. Hoover:s * §'~fi ‘F?TQS
] t oy

Tt has come to my attention as a contributor to tﬁy?ﬂighln&gtzfgfﬁﬁﬁﬁ
A s L R
o OAAS R ¢

Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee, that agents of yo&r officgE;;:e3‘
recently been conducting an inguiry into thqufggggl, spparently on
filthe ground that inter-racial education is somehow "subversive®.

I cannot quige telieve that any such attitude correctly reflects
refore venture to suggest thet you may be

interested to check up on the inguiry.

e would éppreciate being eadvised of the facts 8s to why any

investipation of the school hes been made, : i
Since 8,
ALL HIFORISATION CONTAINED Wb
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFILD

I8 Roger

Ry

neonucl - 103
INDEYED
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Felruary 28, 1951

Xr. Rorer N, Balduin : T A

Chrairrnan, Naticnal Connititee

Zrerican Civil Libertiea Union

170 rifll Avenue ,

Feuw York 10, -ycik Rors >
5 o | -

Fear kr, Bclluin:

Receipt is acknoulecdned of your letier dated

* : £ Py Py g T
ebruary 14, 1561, concerning the Fighlander Folk School,

n whick you referred to the FBI's conducting an tnquiry
nto this sclool tecouse of its intcrrocial educatton.

A careful investisation tnto ihis maiter has
estehlished that no investication by the FBI has been
concucted of the JNighlonder Folk Sclool on the rround
tiut that sckool or anrone connected vith it has
coorcored inierraciaol edycciienal cctivities., Repre-
sentotives of this Bureau kave had occesion to conlnct
representatives of this school on incividual cases such
gs anplicant and se¢curity investicstions,

Iic.wver, since our contacts at the schonl
hiove eitler been risvnderstiood or kave heccrne o
sovrce of irritation to Kr, Miles Herton, dirccicr
of tie sekool, I have tesied anpropriate instructions .
o Ciceoniinue eny cCirect contacts vith representctives .
o/ tie cechool, - S

Sincerely rvours, -

-~ Ngw York (w enc,3 re) 351.S0
ccd?vkgozville((£>éﬂil surg)3 ‘
ﬁﬁ Loar an1hdy )
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Honorable J. Howard MeG

0

Washington, D. C,

e % -
Dear Mr. McGrath: %NV e INTERNAL

~ . ‘ RIGHTS BEC. .~
liss Lucy Randolph'ifason, Southem c1d"PRN1c Relations

Representative, has suggested that. I ask your advice ahout a

Fav=iiie oA =20 a1

pProblem growing out of the attendance of Negroes at the Highlander
Folk School, Because of your ovm personal feeling in regard to

& serimination, Miss Mason felt that you would understand the
problem here ‘and be in a position to give advice,

The Highlander Folk School endeavors to put raclal democ—
racy into practice; consequently we can expect a measure of opposi-
tion,

Ve hardly expected, however, to have Negro students mede
the subject of investigations by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
On October 11th I wrote Senator Gstes Kefzuver that FBI zgents were
asking our neighbors about the zttendance of Negroes and implying

thot muv nencdiseriminatdon molidey vas conmnistie and A rume ral
wiay OUr rCl=U0Lc Yl ladvaidl Puekdiey TiE0 Uviadlileid wrVa s Ged e b it b i

This line of questioning has created confusion in the minds of our
reichbors regarding the rights of Negroes to be at the School,

Cn Dece: aber 1oth I raised this question with lir. Hugh H,
Clegp, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of Inwestigation,
and quoted one of the FBI agents who had told me that he thought
our enclosed rews release condemning discrimination would be cone-
sidered communistic by a majority of Southern people,

The apparent confusion of racial democracy with communism
by the FBL agents and the implication of this kind of thinking
alarmed the Highlander Executive Council members vhio met January 22

and 23, /(7{
.

“ Moo g I /4T
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED.“** 2

1. TILES |
: HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 3
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Couneil meubers were also disturbed by the exchange of
corre spondence with Mr, Clegg. If agents can deny what they have
seid, they can likewise report things they hawe not been told, Since
they go in palrs, the rersen interviewed is at a disadvantage.

With this problem in mind, a motion was made by Miss Lucy
Rardslph kzson “that, because of previous misunderstandings in inter-
views with F31 agents, the Highlander Director shall speak for the
staff znd zhall ask that all guesticns posed by any F3I agents be
put in writing, and shall make his replies in wntmg ~ provided
legzal covnsel advises this action,”

The Cuuaneil is not raising the cuwestion of giving inform—
etivn, bul of giving it in such a way that the person intervieved has
the proicction of a written record. Could you edvise us as to the
legslity of the Council propogal that interviews be carrded on in
m'iting.

Tr

W= shall greatly appreciete your advice on this matter.

v

e e P ey R
eyy sincerel

Mrle “¥herton, Director
oighlander Folk School

r E - Ce e A o mameasm e I I U Ao Ymr o e A bl ioaas
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Pepartment of Justice
@ifice of the Beputy Afiorney General

WWasghington

February 19, 1951

(B}

- ¥r. ¥yles Horton 3146
Director, Highlander Folk School )
¥onteagle, Tennessee

¥y dear Mr. Hortons

This will aclnowledge your letter of Jamiary 51, 1951, ad-
dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about a prob-
lem growing out of the attendance of negroes at the Highlander
Folk School. You advise that the Highlander Executive Couneil
wembers are disturbed by the exchange of correspondence with Mr.
Hugh H. Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, and comment that if agents can deny what they have
said, they can likewlise report things they have not been told.
You quote a motion which was made by Miss Lucy Randolph Mason,
which provides that the Highlander Director shall speak for the\
staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents
be put in writing and shall make his replies in writing pro-
vided legal counsel advises this action. You then request the |
Attorney General'!s advice as to the legality of the council's /
proposal that interviews be carried on in writing.

I should first poinqé§n;to you that the Attormey General
is zuthorized by law to giveg'aéice only to the President of the
United States and to the various Department heads, in view of
which I regret that the Department cannot advise you rezarding
the legal situation involved. It occurs to me, however, that
there chould normally be no serious objection to having Special
Apgents contact the Highlander Director when desiring information
from the staff of the school as contemplated by the motion quoted
in your letter. Furthermore, I would suppose that written re-
plies to questions, either in the form of stenographic recording
of the questions and answers, or in the form of affidavits, would
be quite satisfactory. I beliecve that you will find the agents
quite willing to accede to your desires in this respect.

Yours sincerely,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED-

DAT ON

Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General } ¢7
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Yebruary 19, 1951

¥r. ¥yles Horton ‘ - 7; ' #,:
Director, Highlender Folk Sohool L s 21165
kKonteagle, Ternesses : o : :

¥y dear ¥r. Bortons

Tnis will acknowled,e your letter of January 31, 1851, ad-
dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice aboul a prob-
len growing out of ihe sttencauce of negroes at the Highlander
Folk School. You édvise that the HEighlander Executive Council
members are disturbed by the exchange of correspondence with Kr.
Hugh H. Cleg., Assistant Directlor of the Federal Bureav of In-
voegtigetion, and coanent that if sgents can deny what they have
said, they can likswire report things they have not been told.
You quote a motion which was made by Miss Lucy Nandelph ¥ason,
wiich provides that the Hiphlander IMrector shall speak for the
staff and shell aek thet all questions posed ty any FBI agents
be put in writing and shall make his replies in writing pro-
vided legal ccunizel advises this gcticen. You then reguest the
Attorney Generel's sdvice as to the legality of the council's
cropossl that interviews be csirried on in writing

I should firet point out to you tkat the Allaroey Ceaerel
i= guthcrized by law to give alvice ouly to tha President of the
United Stetes and Lo the various Depariment reads, in view of
wideh I regret tnet the lepertient cannot advise you re arding
the le;al situantion involved. It occurs to re, however, that
there should ncrmelly be no serlous objection to having Special
Apenis contact the Bighlander Director wien desiring information
from tre staif of tue schirol &8s contenplated by the mellun quoted
in jour letter. PFurtherwore, I would cuppose thet writien re-
plies to questiors, either in the form of stencgraphlc recording
of the questions &nd answers, or in the form of sffldavits, would
be gqnite satisfactory. I belleve thet you will find the agents

~ardda wd VYL s o A o &
GHILE Wiiidllg WO atlede w your doslres in this respect.

Youre eincerely,

Peyton Ford
Deruty Attornay General

CiPims



Highlander Folk School for immediate releams
Hontesgle, Tennessee

‘ sJonteagle, Tennessee . . « Nm;fember 20, 1950 » .+ ."Our Christmas bells could
“” be freedom bells if we dared include all minorities in our cirecle of brother-
T: hood," liyles Horton told a conference of church leaders at the Highlander
5 Folk Schobl. 7 '71.16""3
“‘g "Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro sharecroppera, ringing
- for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accident of birth,
_7 and fresdom bells echoing in distant lands could £i11 the troubled world with
“‘* thoughts of peace on earth and good will toward man,” he sai&.
:: "Highlender's democratic program is based on the brotherhood of
- man, Democracy to us means thai membership in the human family entitles all to
*he freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education
! end health; to egual opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the
somnunaty and to equal access to public services," the religlous ieadera were
wLida
- "Wa hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full
; vaine in industry through unions; or famers are given a voice in the market
rlaze through cooperatives; or where freedom of thought and discussion is
1i7ited; and that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination
wrreenation,
; "The times call for an effirmative program, based on a positive goal,"
7

"An army of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and

e b --uJ"LC‘n.

Lrzditicons of the American people must be created, By broadening the scope

relationship, the army of democracy would be so vast and so determined that

nuthing undemocratic could stand in its path.®

s i LA iGN CONTAINED of - 781147
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Tracy City 4
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Dear Lyles:

This, to 'my mind, is a thoroughly honest and perfedtly concise expression
of the prohlem you present. I cannot see how ir, MclGrath can fail to under—
stand ite significance, and understanding, feil to take steps towaprd the pre-~
vention of future trouble,

Please feel free to use me as a reference if you have such need. 1 am
aiways willing to speak or write my convictions negarding your perssznal inte-
grity and the high purpose of Highlander,

I sas here some years before you came. The newness of your program arcused
wonder and even suspicion in the commmity. We heard wild tales of communistic
4n+°nt alliance with Russia, machine guns in the zttic and varous forms of
101"?.1't . Feorle ceme to me with these extrabarsant rumors, begging me to
"do son 1ethim about it." 1 did do something., I visited the school when you
"md Don Jest cave a "play-party" for the children of our community. I went

:majn v.heq vim Do bro‘-sn started a Bible =tudy class. /e learned z pood deal
~hout soziol f‘onth cens in the days of Anos and Viezh, I went to 2 meet.'l

el A afrmm o n norts house he A \mnnnarl down an nrd van q+.’.:-r-+nr‘ H“!}HQ - nnﬂ

U S| =3 P i ll\ J.‘\:‘Il )UJ_ LS FWE ) llu\d LI I R R Ry Ay AELY) YI.L - A AT A e e Y

fonds - for huilding a new home for him, I vent to a Chr_ist,.man perty vhere 1
relned with the childrent's games and saw you play Canta CRaus with a bag of
vreszeats, Once I went to 2 sewing bee, another neighborhood benefit, I was
gick 2t the tine the P, T, A. was orgenized in your living room, but 1 heard
~ia abtout it. I heard, too, of other "good deeds" —= by this tire the neighl.ors
Yn3 something elce to talk about than the fearful fantasies of the early days,
Une dark nich®, Jim went 2 5ood wzy to bring 2 doctor for rne of my school
girls in time to save her and her iaby., "Iéidn't know there were such good
folks," proe neighbor women said, Then I heard about the time that Clzudia Lewis,
“he Nurcery Tchndl teacher, and anoihrr one from Highlander, prepared all that
was needful to bury a little child in a very poor family.

All tiese Lhings and many more convinced me that your purpose and plan for
conin® Lo live in our communi by was essentially good and had no ulterior motive,
i zaver y¢als i have learned more of your prectical program, your concept of
tme anocracy in your policy of non-discrirmination, non-segregation, and your
actnal example in living what you believe. I know a ninister who said, "l wish
I could feel that I came as near as ayles Horton to real consecration t.o the

Canse of real C"lrlstlanityn"

ALL INFORIATION CONTAINED .-
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Li- 7571 -1%]
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"Lo you think Highlander is redical?® The last time I was asked this
gquestion, I gave this answer which I would give today. "Yes, they are redical -
as radical as the Declaration of Independence - or the Sermon on the Mount,"

It is because you dare to believe that not only "all men are created free and
enjual’, but that there shouldbe "liberty and justice for all™ that you are radi-
cale snd the one who bade all men to act like brothers, made no difference be-
tween his white children and the black.

I deplore the recent "investigation" of the F B I agents, implying as it did,
that your non-discrimination poliey toward Hegro students constituted proof of
- vour comnnistic nature, purpose, plan aidd intent. when racial democracy can be
v confused with communism in the minds of F B I agents, there is cause for alerm,
it seems to me, Our community hes come a long way in appreciating and under-
' swenCing the policy of Highlander, its princinles, its practice of real democracy.
j But this faith though fostered for so many years by living proof and example,

cannot f2il to suffer from the shock of a visit from the F B I in which the
school's policy of non—discrimination is given a red tag and lakel,

ith 21l this is mind, I am glad you have written this letter to krMcGrath,
T vane it leads to z definite mnderstanding vhich will affect 21l future
interviews,

TREAY

best wishes for you and the rest of the Righlander staff, I remain

Your friend,

L a;,"'f ustus
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h4 Highlancder Folk School
Monteagle, Tennessee
December 10, 1950

71169
Kr. Hugh H. Clegg
Assistant Director
Federal Bureau of Investigatiom
Washington, D.C.
Dezr Mr, Cleggt
I was plerased Lo read from the Intemational Labor News
Service that you feel that the “success of communi sm™

can be measured by the weaknesses of democracy. I am led
to believe by your analysis of the situation that you
would approve the enclosed statement of policy of the
Highlander Folk School.

In the South, people are often criticized vho bteliewe as
we do here at Highlander that diserimination is incoapati=-

Lle with femneracy, In fact I was told recently by one of

i e ~ R W

your agenls that the contents of the enz’osed nevs relezse
ok wnlld be considered cemvministic by 2 majority of Scuthern
s »ople. .

2 ' I sincercly tiust that the position izken by you in the

N liew York Fercld Tribune forum is the official position of

: the .B.Jd., and not the position implied by the sctivities .
of your representétives who hzve questiored our neighbors
regrrding visits of legroes to the Schools

iouwld you clear this matter up for me?
Sincerely yours,

Myles Horton
Pirecior

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN JS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 226} BY o)
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Thie mn aelmacied,go your Jotter of
beeerhiar 10, 19E0e

I ha.; 1ony bocn the crtablighod p-nacu*n

ol €ite Lirveny 4 refrin foon emrwiddne on tha

slateaoak of Bis end parpos of eny ar pulentdons
g2, Horefwo, wo vt pvom on ths policise
ol yoar 8 dicole

it repad o tho st Yt
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ra: 2oly eppraeodny your allogtlone

Yory teady yourss

Oush He Clepy
Acsiemnt Direotey
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from Highlander Executive Council minntes

Jen 22-23, 19
(poge 3)° Jen 22-23, 395 71171

Horton gave a full report on some reoent activitles of !' B P cgenﬁ u‘ho e
qus stioning people in the commrunity. The egents have been asking neig,hborl tboat
Regroes attanding or visiting Highlander, Hox-t.m :ead 'Y let‘ber be wrote Sanator
Kefauver which saldy in parts "They (the F B I sgents) heve been pa.rt.:.culu‘ly
insistent in their questions about the attendance of Negroes at Righla.ndlr
ses3ions and eon!ennoea. !'bay nnb:ed-to Know where perplc s].eep and what goes
... Mar the eonfennou are over 4 4 » I hope you can find time to look into
this situation and do aomething to atop intimidatdm of our naighbo:m and the
irference that the non-disgrimination policy of the schoo'.\.,‘ which is that of the
CI0 and APL, is cocmanistic and inmrele® -

Horton continusd that the agtant.! are going arcund’ the comamznit.y trying to stir
vp the people ty asking loaded que stions sbout the Negro students at Highlandere
i ime , Hordon read a newvopaisr report that the asslstant bifectqr of the FB I
22: a speech gt the New York Herplkl Tribune Iomd in which e s5id discrimination
wna Inzonnatible Tsﬁ.th’dsmecmoy.- Hcrtuﬁ co:'.a'mt.ulated‘ the F B 1 spckesmnan and
;pocwd a gomment made to him by an F B I agent who sald thet a Eighlender News
ireos which condemns dlserirdnation, would be conzidered cormunistic ty & majority
of souiliru poople. The F B I Assistant Dirsctor answered that he had pepsonnlly

o ¢ the metter and that both sgente 1_&\0 telked with Horton, denied emphatically

oo oeny such staterenty .

After proloaged dscuszion, &t was noved by In;cx Rendolph Macon that, because
of provious misunderstandings in interviews with ¥ B I agents, tha Higllander
Director shall speak for the staff and shall ask that al)l questions possd by any
¥ R T agents be put in writing, and shall make kis yeplies in writing - provided

L5 L IHFG gmaﬂoaé gg;mmm
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legal counasl adviscs this action, kotic seconded by Fail Fillimets
end pmuu. ' .

it w.:m alro swsbrd by H’d,la Ha.nan t.hat the Dimot.or ahnl‘.l w'r!.h
U Atiomey General Roward LuGro.th and rmdmr tiie tit.uat.im and sxplein
to hin why w hawe been forged Lo taks this actiong and t.hltlswp:of
this letter shell e sent tn Seantor Kefeuver and Highlender i_pdmorﬁ '
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Vle reaffirm our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring dignl ty and
freedom to 8113 in democracy &s an ex-nandlng concept encompassing wisn

relstions from the smallect co:munity organizelion to internetional struce
ture; and permeating =1l economic, sociel, end political activities,

Democracy to us means that aecbershi p in the human fardly entitles all to
freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education
and hralth; to equal oppo*‘bumt.; to participate in the cultural life of

the ccmmunity and to equal access to public services.

We hold thet denocraey is inactive unless workers rre given a full wvolce

in industry throug*. uniorxs, or farrers are given ~ voice in the market
Mrre thronsh cooperatives; or where freecom of thought end discussion is
linited; that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination
and segrmgat.mn, thet the.e must be diversily of approach but each step
rust be in confermity with the goal, which i# dishonored by each undemo-—
cratic act, ‘ -

n.‘.lth a denocratic goal, we are in a position to f Lght an
) r fesci

vhathne it be tntalitarian eommunisn .

yihing t.hat gets in
m or m

"'u" Yeball a W e e W kA s el Aiac e ity

do 5, nated capitalism,

The purpoce of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating leader-
ceip for demscracy. Cur services are available to labor, farm cotmunity,
religious and civie organizetions working towerd a democractic goal,

The ncture of 8 specific educatmnal progra: will be deternined by the needs
cf the stuceuts,

Use of the services of the 3chool by individual organizeotions will be in
recordanse with thedr own policies so long as these policies do not conflict
with the purposes qf tie School, 4 steff mecber will assist in planning
and coordinating all prograis.

The dighlandsr Tolk School is a chartered institution, cooverziively owned
by ti.e tmc'ung steffs It has ho affiliations. The policles and program
of the Scheol are wkol“_y detﬂrm__ned by an Executive Council composed of the
"'-.“f and reccgnized Southern leaders.

R

FeD

3
h

Highlander Folk School is supported by contributions from indlv:.duals, organd.
izetions served by the School, foundations and tuitlor.

IATION CONTAINED
{
BY 55179 )
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1

The times call for an affimetive program, based on 2 positive goal. &n
ermy of democracy Ceeply rooted in the lives, struprles and tracitions of
the American people must be creeted. By broadening the scope of democracy
te include ever;one, and deepe.aing the cmcﬁpt. to include every relation-
rip, the ariy of democracy wouwld be 50 vest and =o detrrmined thet nothin

undemocrelie could stand in its path,

HLRE]
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AlL INFCRA

Appreved by the Executive Council, April 3xd, 1950
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}r. Feyton Ford
ﬁenuty Atiorney General Jehkrui ey 26, 15LY

Firector, FBI

Y, PIGLLAYDER FOLY SCEOOL | o
EX4  Inforuciton (oncerning

ECORDHD 24 C;/' ?Kfiﬂ/" ’/;3[57. . | B 21160

ERefercnce 18 made to your two nenoranda dated Fedbruary
s, 1051, vherein you referred to correspondence from Kyles Horton,
director of the Pighlender Folk School, ¥Konteagle, Terneszsee, and
fro= s1tert ENJornett of the Cancler School of Theology, Ewory

I'niversity, Georgia.

5ith rerard to the correspondence you received from

'yles Forton and your proposed drcft reply, I om relurning them

'y

io you. In connection to your proposed letter to ¥r. Horton, 1
connot eccede to the propesal of having our Agents conduct infer-
views at the INipklander Folk School which would require our Agents -
te subnit written fnterrocatories at all timee in cll metters upon
vl ich the FRI mar be seeking information fron the Highlancder Folk
ferrnl, Furtkerrore, I cannot cccede to any restiiction which

would prokibit the FBI freorn interviewing any verson it saw fit.

In ihis porticular netter 14 18 suyrested that only the
Fiorlander Direcelor cavld or wonld de contected. Rotler than
cceede to any cuch restrictions, I would prefer to tnsiruct our
Arents to rcfrcin Jron any coeniact vith any nenker of the

Fi-llender Felk Sckeol sfaﬁf iﬁ

7 hove clecked into thig cllesation rede by 155 &uﬁ¥cn

and I vnat to essure you thal we hcve newver invesiiyoicd ihe
Ficklancer Folk ciool, any representotive of the” schibel s or
ony olher z"c;vianal on-the cround thet the ifiy rlcncer F%lk
Gcloel or tle incivicual periictpated tn interrccicl ecudniional
coiivitiez ror hove our frrntu fnqu;red rechiue ‘te tke intcr-
racial HSHPCLS of fhat school. . < -
3 b~ _'3
F r *;au Eﬂ*”éhh}’! Highlancer Folk c?oml was
inrretls aued Jfuri hJ {ﬁ e 1 's. T'.is inucoftﬂa‘icn wos
. nrecicated o ollé e gprunist activiiies werg being
we__gp-ried on et he-3%¢0%gp QP

jr your furilier infornaiion ithere is altoclce.
¥

j?ﬁu%qrcwit” a protpsiciie ¢ ,flaj{our-pa ge sumnary deted February

;xr.w‘.a o ‘ ig‘?‘. eaacé——niaﬂeij’lﬂ Hf} - Al ALY

ceen___ "

‘!‘ru-‘ “;:‘

Hares

Beimn? ) ‘é‘)
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We have, of course, had occasion to contact repregentatives
off this school on individual cases such as applicant and security
investigation, IThe purpose of the applicant ingquiries has been to
secure infornation at its source for guidance of governmential
agencies in considering applicants for appointment. In fulfilling
our responsibility to protect the internal securiiy of the country,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation is charged to Investigate any
individual upon receipt of substantial information reflecting
that individual to be engaged in subversive activity. W¥e have In
the past conducted a limited number of security invesiigations of
individuals requiring inquiries at the Highlander Folk School.
However, such investigations were not initiated on the basis that
the individual was engaged in interracial educational activities
nov was this guestion congidered in any manner during the course

of the investigation, ~ 71161

Fith reference to'the letter you r?ceiued Jrom
Yr, Barnett, I can only state that he has been misinformed
by Myles Horton, director of the Highlander Folk School.

For your further information, in addition to the
cerres gndence between Mr, Myles Horton and 4r, Clegg of this
Jurcau as reflected by the material enclosed with your memorandum
of February 19, 1951, we have received a communication jfrom
Mr. Roger N. Baldwin of the American Civil Liberties Union on
the sane subject matter. Copies of Ur., Baldwin's letter and my
reply thereto are attached for yourinformation,

v f.?
Er:ﬁ'&,—éﬁre
i
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P : FEBRUARY 27, 195] URGENT

SAC, KNOXVILLE ° : 4i¢?/ /

HIGHLANDFR FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH G;h A$:X9p1HéﬁE.fELEPHONIéiLL!:‘
ADVISED ON FEBRUARY TWENTY TWO, WINETEEN FIFTY oﬁE}'ﬁbrconfacrs;
WHATSOEVSR SHOULD BE MADE AT 1HE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL., YOU
SHOULD FURTHTR INSTRUCT ALL THE AGENTS IN YOUR OFFICE THAT NO
DISCUSSION PRO OR CON SHOULD BE MADE WITH ANY INDIVIDUAL CON-
ATRNING THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL.

HOOVFR

(Per iﬁstruc?ions of the Directer set forfh 1n the menorandum
from lr. Laid to tke Dircctor dated Felruary 23, 1951)

'L INFORVATION CORTASE N, BB y
HEREIN | UNCLASSFED

DATE 2|29/ BY (S“Pe?m) M BN
ey T om ~

B INITIALED
CAELICR!'S GFFICE

e | 284
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F21 WASHINGTON DC 2-27-51 2-18 PM HK
SAC KNOXVILLE URGENT
MIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH C. AS YOU WERE TELEPHONICALLY
ADVISED ON FEBRUARY TWENTY TWO, NINETEEN FIFTY ONE, NO CONTACTS
wrATSOLVER SHOULD BE MADE AT THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. YOU
ZOULD FURTHER INSTRUCT ALL THE AGENTS IN YOUR OFFICE THAT NO
.S USSION PRO OR CONS HOULD BE MADE WITH ANY INDIVIDUAL CON-
CxiMING THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL.

HOOVER
CCRR - NEXT TO LAST LINE WORDS FIVE AND SIX SHOULD READ"CON SHOULD®
TNT 40N ATK PLS
GrOERT KX MJY

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DAVE 2/24/¢ BY&@% @
G

dr e e
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O]ﬁ(:e Memomndzzm o« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

CONPXDENTIAL

TO : The Director DATE:

FROM : D. M. Ladd mmwmw:,
- BB I Y TS I v.;,(. ...I
SUBJECT: - HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL EXOTPT iy Showx @
INTERNAL SECURITY - C OTHERWISE,

Bufile 61-7511
Liaogifiad
PURPOSE Declass]

To recommend that the attached letters directed
to Mr. Roger N. Baldwin of thd American Civil Liberties
Union and SAC Robey of the Knozville Office be approved.

. ihese letters are concerned with the unfounded allegation
. ;hat_1ﬁ5_£§§;yg£_ﬂzﬂcgﬂt;y_anducting an _inquiry into the.

Highlander ¥olk School apparently on the ground that inter-
rasial education 18 somehow 'subversive,'

~

DETAILS _
-
Under date of Fﬂhruﬂ'y 14, 1851, Roger N“‘ﬁaldw; a,

Sformer Director but presently Cha:rman, National Committee of
the American Civil Liberties Union, wrote to you a3 follows:

ied
e "Dear Mr. Hoover:
“ﬁ@i "1t has come to my attention as a contribuitor
v to the Highlander Fulk School at Monteagle, Tennessee,
T : that agents of your office have recently been conduct-

ing an inguiry into the school, apparently on the
ground that inter-racial educatzon is somehow tsub-
versive.'

"I cannot quite believe that any such attitude
corrz2ctly reflects your policies, and therefore
s venture to suggest that you may be interestied to

check up on the tnquiryBECORDED - 114 /. 75/;’ /{

"We would GDDT‘ECIg\'p gem!:r!aduzsed of the facts
as to why any znuestzgatzon of m éq&l has been

made.' a@

1

4

Y
.
.

n e
AN

h Sincerely yours, .

(“‘ .
/8/ Roger N. Baldwin

: A “F
- : v . Roger N. Baldwin" \\ L)t

- 9 AP lrﬁct;:ﬂ{nanta % g é— \
v :kmb d - B g
g&i CONFIZENTIAD T




CONFIRENTIAL

“¥r. Baldwin's letter is attached. A reply to Mr. Baldwin
is also attached for your approval, .

For your information, the Highlander Folk School
at Monteagle, Tennessee, is8 the subject of an eipht-section
Bureau case file and considerable investigation was con-
ductéd concerning this school during the early 1940s. The
Jirst report was submitted under date of January 29, 1940,
and a closing report was submitted on July 4, 1943, by the
Knoxville Office. For your additional information, there
is attached hereto Ei73gF:5EE?—EEEEE;-5ﬁ€EF_EE§"$%§3ﬁ?3B

;;Qgé concerning the Highlander Folk School dated February 21,
L

1947, This memorandum is up to date inasmuch as no

addzt;qnal-tnvestzgatzon has been conducted since 1943.
T In order to deflnltely ascertain as to whether
R there was any basis in the allegation made by Mr. Baldwin,
T mentioned above, SAC Robey of the Knoxville Office was

telephonically contacted on February 19 and 20, 1951,

in order to develop full information in this regard.

On February 19, 1951, S4C Robey advised that
]Ithe Enozville Office had conducted no znuest Eatzon con~-

cerning the Highlander Folk School as sut pwever, there
had _been 1nd1u1dua1 investigations made Eﬁzch had touched

st e b et

Va I”on the ag&tmtze.S o] RIS schoog,,u,‘.a\_ aa

Case

Vi
!

I3 v
i
f Il

Ergy Act - Applican

was conducted over the

Investigation of
This tnvestigatio

period from April to October, 1950.
revealed that

ﬂf;;; érejoreé, 4 part o g wnvesvigation of this gpolicant
. centered upon his connéctlon with the Highlander Folk Schopl.

Unde¥ date of February 21, 1957, SAC Hobéy aduvised by telg-
type there was no discussion of the interraciacl character
of the Highlander Folk School during the investigation of

'%FTC, this case.

-2 -

CONFIRENTIAL
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T Security Matter = C

1946, Enorville initiated an investigation
inasmuch as information was received
that he had Joined the Communist Party, USA

Durin

ebruary

(/// /l that during none of the interviews wtth
AL was there any dzscuss:on of the 1nterracza1 character 0

¥l uw\\‘ﬁh‘-‘ifijhf?ghlander Folk ol
PecZ!nt Burst{ C’orresn dc—nce 111 _Z?
3

I Horton, bDirect of the ighlander Folk

adu§EC

do- 1

M,-u»f

You will recall under date of December 10, 1950,
¥ylesdorton, Director of the Highlander Folk School, wrote
a letteér to Assistant Director K. H. Clegg to which he attached
a statement of the purpose, program and policy of thenﬂtgh-
T lander Folk Schoel whick was approved by the Ervecutive Council
o of that school on April 3, 1950, and a press release qf the
school dated Novenmber 20, 1950. In his letter to Ar. Clegg,
Forton indicated that g Special Agent of the Bureau had
commented that the id be considered Communistig
by a majerity of southern.people, He conirasted the op opinion

LR

of the Agent with the position itaken by Mr. Clegg at the

P T

-3
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“M"New York Eerald Tribune™ Forum. Prior to answering Horton, {

A .

the Knozville Office was contacted and Special Agents

R - SENRN, o interyiecd
Horton on December 7, 1950, in connection with the Reminglon

perjury investigation, were asked concerning the Horton 3
allegation. These two Agents furnished a signed statement »
to SAC Robey on December 22, 1850, in which they stated v
emphatically that the news release referred to in Horton's ¢
letter was nevér displayed to them by Horton nor the contents
{discussed with them by Horton, and that neither of the itwo 3
Agents made any comment that even remotely approached the

J—

-
F Y42 ™/

statement allegedly made to Horton.” At the conclusion of
the interview Horton was insistent that the Agents accept

the copy of the 1949 Program of the Highlander Folk School,
and @ mimeographed release entitled, "Highlander Folk School,

Statement of Purpose, Program and Policy." The signed \g

|statement also carried the statement that at no time had A
the Agents questioned neighbors of Horton regarding visits oy
of Negroes at the Highlander Folk School.

The Knoxville Office had further advised that )

Horton had been interviewed on the following cases since
June, 1950: June 27, 1950, jin connection with the Leminoton

case; October 6, 1950, in connection with them
Atomic Energy Act - Applicant case; Nouvember 2, S0, ™

!n connection with the Presidential Appointee, _ < ~
Department of State, Loyally o overnment Employees case; :Egj-

and December 7, 1950, mentioned above. Sﬁé
3
{

. SAC Robey in a teletype dated February 21, 1951,

‘ has advised that the following Agents of the Knoxville

HOoffice have either interviewed lyles Horton at the Highlander

I Folk School or conducted invgstigations at Monteagle, ¢
Tennesse and vicinity during the past ysars opecial Agents ¢

hese AQents have emphatically stated that no discussion wasy <
had with Horton on any matter pertaining to the interracial Efa
characcter of the Highlander Folk School nor has any inquiry=
been made of Horton or any person in Monteagle or vicinity

4&Lia_zfg$rd to the ,interracial character of the school.

con 4;”"& % "gqm (100-11615-16)4";;13&
/ “ VE wbﬁ w
-~ CONBOENTIAL A Sosr 1015 Jove

s e

R
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Myles Horton is the subject of Bureau file
100-11615 which is now closed. He at one time was carried
on the Enoxville Key Figure List. ~

=~

It was noted in Mr. Baldwin's letter that the
|allegation against the FBI had come to his attention as o
contributor to the Highlander Folk School. It is possible,
therefore, that Mr. Baldwin had received his erroneous
information from Myles Horton, the Director of the High-
lander Folk School.

ACTION
A
In view of the above information, it §s recommended’
+hat the attached letter to Yr. Baldwin be approved. ?)ht
Ty

s \¥
There is also attached hereto a letter to’the et
¥nozville Office instructing that any future investigation
of the Highlonder Folk School should be so conducted that Af\
no irdividual will obtain the erroneous impression that thay £ %
Fureau's interest therein is based on the fact that its #)ﬁuw

lfacilities are used for interracial education.

e gl o 2 .
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2-21-51 : 310-39 AM

e

? KNOXVILLE i :
£y BIRECTOR VERY URGENT ATT - MR, F. J. BA
g - el | - ‘
'} MIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH c. RE TEL CALL FEB NTY. ©
ORTON,

,‘lLOUING AGENTS THIS OFFICE HAVE INTERVIEWED MYLE
'IﬁHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL OR CONDUCTED INVESTIGATIONS AT HONTEAGLE

THESE AGENTS EHPHATICALLY STATE

Th.T NO DISCUSSION WAS HAD WITH HORTON ON ANY MATTER PERTAINING
TO INTERRACIAL CHARACTER OF HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL NOR HAS ANY INQUIRY
BEEN MADE OF HORTON OR ANY PERSON IN MONTEAGLE OR VICINITY WITH RECARD

' ! To INTERRACIAL CHARACTER OF THIS SCHOOL. FORMER SA O
B .. ACCOMPANIED s» SN o Nov. SECOND, NINETEEN FIFTY, ‘oo
" KORTON INTERVIEWED IN CONNECTION WITH casE ENTITLED NN Lc=,
BUFILE ONE TWENTYONE DASH TWO THREE FOUR NAUGHT Fouk. (IR ,&'K,g
FHESENTLY RES_;DING— .

PR sa [ ADVISES NO MENTION OF INTERRACIAL CHARACTE
UF HFS MENTIONED BY EITHER AGENT BURING THIS INTERVIEW, IN [N

AEAA CASE, THERE WAS RO DISCUSSION OF INTERRACIAL CHARACTER
IS CONSIDERED A SOURCE OF INFOR-

CorY FILRD IR

1:;cu-;=lbr-:' OF INTERRAUIAL-CNARAGTER OF SCHOOL DURING THESE INTERVIENS.
ROBEY ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED S TR
HEREN! § UOLASSIED y

i DATE, BY&P S

CORRECTION LINE 31 LAST WORD smnu.n A VHE
. RECORDED - .114/‘/ Meit 149
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S LT CaNESELTIS SETON |
fta ‘4;351
s 1 | TELETYPE'
T | "z“z" o S
) k i s " " . - o
FBI ENOXVILLE 2-22-51 . A 40-28PM EST
e EEel L A iReORATION Co
o » FBI "REENT ~ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIF
o ATIN, ASST, DIR. A, ROSEN DATE BY

HIGHLANDEBJIELK_SERDDL, 1S-C. "RE TEL. CALL TODAY. KX LETIER TO ‘\
DIRECTOR DATED OCTOBER SIXTH THIRTYNINE CONTAINQ ;1351‘ g_pg;}_'rgg 155' R

4Ll Fisl A = £

Y

' MATION IN KX FILES. FIRST REPORT nzru:crmc INVESTIGATION WAS SUB- .~
wrren sy soqR « veteo arriv TEnTH, FoRTYONE. g ¥
REPORT CONTAINS INFO ON HISTORY OF SCHOOL AND PEOPLE CONNECTED WITHA
1T, - LETTER AND REPORT REFLECT INVESTIGATION INSTITUTED ONLY MFTER .
NUHERG!JS ALLECATIONS RECEIVED RE COMMUNIST ACTIVITY AT HFS. REPORT br S
sa KX, *DATED DEC. THIRTYTH, FORTYONE AND SUMMARY l;u:Pom'

_- ‘ef s2 SN <X DATED SEPT. TVELFTH, FORTYTWO CONTAIN INFORMATION
| . CONCERNING BACKGROUND, PURPOSES AND ACTIVITIES OF HFS AS WELL AS

: PERSONS CONNECTED THEREWITH, NO ACTIVE INVESTIGATION MADE SINCE CL05~ A

"ING REPORT OF SAC WM. A, MURPHY, XX, DATED JOLY FOURTH, ronn‘nmi:z ;"

——

FILI FAILS TO REFLECT ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE RE gg
C mm’:‘ e

" ING ANY RECOGNIZABLE COMMUNIST ACTIVITY ON THE PART CF THE SCHOOL — .

R Wmnnwﬂ' "’0-

ITSELF, HOWEVER ALLEGATIONS OF CP SYMPATHY OR ACTIVITY HAVE BEEN ..

,s RECEIVED ON PERSONS WHO WERE OR HAD BEEN CONNECTED VITH HFS BUT THESE
3 R HFS B o

ivVESTIGATIONS DIRECTED SOLELY TOWARD THE INDIVIDUALS AND NOT THE RFS.‘

3O0ME EXAMPLES ARE CASES zur_ AEA-A
SH-C, BUFILE ONE SIXTEEN DASK ONE SEVEN SIX Fowr Two six. (NEND"
. “ LGE. ) $M-C.
. LEE, i D 3t DASH

* -

1{ six.nm: EIGHT NINE rlvz.'d__g_._l% .ﬁlgﬁ'm‘w

L5 K ',




PAGE TWO

SINCE HFS IS NOT A SCHDDL IN THE -

PR TN [EESTRRIET R T
Rkl S

NOPNAL SENSE BUT MERELY HAS SHORT SESSION LABOR AND SOCIAL STUDY

- — e A E - ar————— -

CLASSES USUALLY OF TWO WEEKS DURATION, NO CURRICULUM IS OFFERED

- e gy m— R s . s s o car ot o W

¥IXC WHICH WOULD NECESSITATE CHEC_I_{__S___U_I_I_}_[_THIS SCHOOL ON APPLICANT CASES

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

NO CASES RECALLED WHERE APPLICANT INVESTIGATION MADE ON EMPLOYEES,
STUDENTS, OR PERSONS ASSOCIATED WITH EXCEPT THOSE MATTERS '
PREVIOUSLY REFERRED TO, DUE TO VOLUME OF APPLICANT CASES THIS
OFFICE PARTICULARLY AEA-A CASES, PEOPLE LIVING AT MONTEAGLE

HAVE BEEN CONTACTED BUT AGENTS WORKING IN THAT SECTION ARE AWARE OF
THE GENERAL NATURE QF THE HFS AND THEY HAV? ADVISED THAT NO INQUIRIES

— i~

HAVE BEEN MADE CONCERNING THE SCHOOL OF MATTER OF INTER-RACIAL

777777 L g S p——

.

CHARACTER OF SAME. I HAVE PERSONALLY CONTACTED ALL AGENTS

S —

e THTS OFFICE WHO HAVE WORKED IN MONTEAGLE AND VICINITY DURING PAST

f EAR AND ALL HAVE CATEGORICALLY DENIED THAT THEY HAVE DISCUSSED

5%355 //THE INTER-RACIAL CHARACTER OF THE HFS WITH ANYONE AND ADVISED THEY
 » | \HAVE EXERTED UTMOST CAUTION TO PREVENT ANYONE FROM GAINING THE
:i% IVPRESSION THAT THE SCHOOL WAS BEING INVESTIGATED BY THE FBI.
o ROBEY | |
ERND . ,
10-44 PM OK FBI WA LRP
kS BZDISC PLS
T cc " A FQ_L¥Q—1—M‘_
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Offrce Memorimdum -

TO : Mr. J. Edgar Hoover DATE: March 5, 19 j:‘ m-:-——-
rector, Federal Bureau of Investigation' _ —~

FRO Peyton Ford . ‘ ,?_____

* /Deputy Attorney General / e oo

sy *{_MIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL _ b O

_Information Concerning - . :"'::: o

This will refer to your memorandum of February 26, 19?&
reply to my memoranda of February 19, 1851, regarding correspondence
from Mr. Myles Horton, Director of the. ﬁighl,anaer Folk . School,
Ménteagle, Tennessee, and from Mr. Albert E, Barneti of the Candfer
School of Theology, Emory University, Georgla. With the letter from
Mr. Myles Horton I transmitted a draft of a proposed reply for your

coment. In your memorandum under acknowledgment you siete in con-
nection with this proposed letter to Mr. Horton "I cannot accede to

£

the proposal of having our Agents_ conduct. 3nterviews at the Eigh- \
lander Folk School which would requi.re our Agents to submit written
interrogatories at all times in all matters upon which the FBI may ~

be seeking information from the Highlander Folk School.” You add,
furthermore, "I cannot a aceede to_any restriction which would pro- -
hibit the FBI from interviewing any ‘person it saw Zw £it" and add —
further that "rather than accede to any suék restricticna, I would :
prefer to instruct our Agents to refrain from any contact with any «
member of the Highlander Folk School staff." I note further from a Ry
letter which you addressed to Mr. Roger N. Baldwin, Chairman, Na-

tional COvnmlttee, American Civil Liberties Union, under date of -

At o d Tl e ~
reoruar.y {.D, J.‘.'.!DJ., YOU &UViS€u Oum that sincs your contacts at

the school have either been misunderstood or have become a source
of irritation to Mr. Myles Horton, director of the school, you
issued instructions to discontinue any direct contacts wit}; Eang

resentatives of the school, RBER

s

- ;.. In this connection I want to draw careful attention to R LTSS‘I

draft of the proposed reply. $o ¥r. Horton which I forwarded with my ),:
memorandum of February 19 and to point out. that I did_pot suggest

+¥at TAu acealda 8 the veaunesd nf “F- Hnrtnq- Hv firat naint was -

VG U JVA GUWDWML W Ve .-.v-luvw- - Wara

that there should hormally be no serious ob,jection to having agents
of the Bureau make their contacts at one central point; that is, the
director of the school. This would not mean that further contacts
may not be necessary or desirable. My second assumption in pre- -
raring this draft was that if during the interviews it was desired
to make stenographic recordings of the guestions and answers, or to
answer questions propounded by the preparation of affadavits, I
‘lcould see no objection to that course of action. In fact, 1t wounld
-seem that there might be considerable advantage to the Bureau. My

P SUNHISLUTISLAIT &UVSD

IR S L A T E S Ll St e TR g §

[+ a=1 =118 e w——

letter did not contemplate that you sccede to tha request that you
submit written questions in advance with regard to the seeking of

information. P .
q : RECORDED - 1391 I b/ 75/ - /-{y’ 117¢
3 | : "R 18 19 9
£ /z£' SR 13 1981

¥
4
[
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I ticularly do not want to leave the impression that
I an urgin aEE In your present method §§ gntw
School or any other organization, and I furthermore do xot mapt
to suggest that you discontinue all contaots with this or any
other organization if you beljeve such contacts sre of valug in
promotin Te draft was a suggestion of
& possible solution, on which I wished your comments,

W

M‘b\h
ww Loy, -
P |
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O]ﬁce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
_f7

TO : ¥R. A. H. BELM 4 DATE: March 12, 193]
Laod
FROM : MR. L. L. LAUGH e
S ' | Michels
SUBJBCT: "HIGELANDER FOLK éEHOOL :——‘
’ INTFERNAL SECURITY - C warbo_______
i Mlmount______

Reference i3
Congressman Adaom Cla
on February 20, 1951

mcde to the material forwarded by , woas____
on Powell, Jr, to the Attorney General
Included in this material was a form
letter dated Februgfy, 1951, captioned "Dear Friend"” over th
signature of Vyles¥Forton, Highlander Director of the Highlander
Folk School. In this communication the siatement appears,

"hat strategy prompted the FBI Agents to watch the school by .~
.voht and to harass neighbors with questions linking Negroes |
with Communism is not clear.” ’ W?tﬂ(

At 11:50 4.¥. today I called SAC Robey and advised ./
him of the reference of this material to the Buregu. I particularly
read the above statement and other excerpts from Horton's letter.
I ingquired of Mr. Robey whether 4dgents of the Knozville Office
heé conducted any surveillances at nighttime at or in the vicinity
of the Highlander Folk School; also whether any informants
hocve been contacted at or in the vicinity of the Highlander

ﬁ'_‘ "alk School at night; and, further, whether the Knoxville Office
e ned conducted any neighborhood investigations at or in the

s vsicinity of the Highlander Folk School at night.

;{ ) I requested Mr. Robey to look into this matter immediately
=N and advise the Bureau promptly of the results of his check.

ACTION:

Immediately upon the receipt of this information from
the Knozville Office an appropriate memorandum will be prepared.

Illimer nh,,nnﬂ_
V5420 g,
bR ; ‘
*mﬁ,’ r" 2 |6l 757) - 155"
Pl q.\j"" W Li' ";R 14 351

i N’i:"’fs\"? o

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

| HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE BY%@
O MARTY 1951 RS,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

MAR ;:51 |
L1 INEORMATION CONTAINED TEL PE

7 4 PR UNGLASSIFED

.-HTE ?

3

v/’/ggxzcroa, FBI

ATTN- INSPECTOR L. L. LAUGHLIN URGE
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH C. RE TELEPHONE CALL THIS

FO11.0NING INFORMATION FURNISHED---

1. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONDUCTED ANY SURVEILLANCES AT
AT OR IN VICINITY HFS.

2. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONTACTED ANY INFORMANTS AT OR

FBI KNOXVILLE 3-12-51 §-05 PM zsyﬂ_

m.

S i B

NIGHT

IN
VICINITY HFS AT NIGHT.
d 5. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONDUCTED ANY NEIGHBORKOOD INVESTIGATIONS
o || AT OR IN VICINITY HFS AT NICHT.  HOVEVER, ]
R - - WAS CONTACTED FROM
A/ Lo ) S
T e
¥ ‘ ;\ .
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: % Federa! Bureau of Investigation %, Ly AT z
FROM ord . ' : 2
torney General - . m—‘*wﬂ; -
SUBJECT:

ii‘i“ ol

- I am quoting below, for your information and for such actiqx;&
a3 you may deem appropriate, a letiter dated Fe ruary 15, 1951, K.
essed to the Attorney General by Albert E arnett of the Can J,er 44

Director of.Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee ,

has been in recent correspondence with you about -the ac—~

tivities of agents of the Fedsral Bureau of Investigation

~ in that mountain community. Apparently, some agents have
' surmised that the free admission of negroes as students ’Y

at Highlander constituted evidence of communist point of -~

view. Theze agents are said to have stated that such J

) o

T

!

would be the natural interpretation on the part of many
people in the region. This is, of course, a totally in-
accurate interpretation, both of the school and of the

best sentiment in the southeast. Under supreme court : -
authority many public institutlons of higher learning .. l T, QJ

have opened their registration to qualified negro stuQente.
At the present time between 1100 and 1200 negro students =
are studying in such institutions. Southern people are =
more generally happy than unhappy over this outcome. 13
Students here in my own institution recently voted as
overwhelmingly favorgble to the admission of qualifiecDrFERFcn [ gy
negro students.

‘,If

- E’ _
IESRWTTIPSTTIRNY 4t 2

Wl

I have known Dr. Horton and the Highlander Folk School e,
since the foundation of that institution. I am a regular . /
contributor to its budget and I am in deep sympathy with S
its programs and objectives. F. B. I. agents should be b
investing their time and the government's money in detect- <
:mg the reaj. enemies of .nmerlca, rauner ma.n Iﬁfasslﬁg LA =
those who so competently and intelligently support and
extend democracy as the Highlander Folk School., I am
sending & copy of this letter to Seénator Estes fefauver,
who is pursonally acquainted with Highlander Folk School
and its staff and, to Dr. Horton. B .
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gar Hoover o o ‘ oo D
D:L( Fedoral Bureau of Investi.gat.ion
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Depuly/Attorney Genersl ' . E ’3’ 3 153

\ Co o ‘ 3
e is attached hereto a t.ter, vith enclosures, from |22
korton, Director of the(Highlander Folk School, Monteag :"’“"—“——
Ternescee, addressed to the Attorney General under date of Jamary] & = —
5, 1951 t.ogether with a draft of a reply to Mr. Horton. :::z:“"——-

Tals. oo _.....__

Before dispatching this reply, I ronld appreciate receiving
your commentis regardi.ng ite _ a:;" 1:;:”
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Bepartment of Justice - :
O({ice of the Deputy Attorneg Genrral o

Pebruary 19, 1951

Mr. Myles Horton

Director, Highlander Folk School
¥onteagle, Tennessee

My dear Mr. Hortont S e

-y

This will acknowledge your letter of Jamuary 81, 4
dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about & prode - '
lem growing out of the attendance of negroes at the Highlander A
" Polk Schoole. You advise that the Highlander Executive Cowneil :
members are disturbed by the exchange of correspondsnoe with Itr,
Mugh H. Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of In-"" ‘i
vestigation, and comment that if agents can deny what they hawe LA
said, they can likewise report things they have not been tolde. ', uxi':
You quote-a motion which was made by Miss Lucy Randolph Masom,“, T.-f“ =

which provides that the Highlander Director shall speak for the
staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FEI sgents PRI
be put in writing and shall make his replies in writing pro= =~ V'
vided legal counsel advises this action. You then request the , =%
Attorney General's advice as to the legality of the ocouncil's ﬂ .

proposal that interviews be carried on in writinge ..

“

I should first point,%t to you that the Attorney General 5:;
is authorized by law to give,¥3vice only to the Fresident of the 4
United States and to the various Departaent heads, in view of = .
which I regret that the Departaent cannot advise you regarding
the legal situation involved. It occurs to me, however, that . %
there should normally be no serious objection to having Special : |
Agents contact thé Highlander Director when desiring inforeation
from the staff of the school as contemplated by the motion quoted
in your letter. Furthermore, I would suppose that written re= .’
plies to questions, either in the form of stenographie recording
of the questions and answers, or in the form of affidavits, would
be quite satisfactory. I believe that you will find the agents "\
quite willing to accede to your desires in this respect. .

~ Yours ‘sincerely,
Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General
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HIGHLANIER FOIK SCHOQL
STATE.ZNT OF PURFOZE, PROGR.L AND FCLICY

e teaffim cur faith in deaocracy as a goal that will bring dign’ty and

- freedon to all; in dearcreey as an expanding concept encompassirs trasn

rel-tiors fror the sxrllest comriunity orgenizeiion to interneido.al siruce

 ture; and perse=ting =il econonic, soclsi, and political activities,

Pemocrzcy to us means thet .aecbership in the huzan fardly entitles all to
freedom ol theught end relizion, to enual rights to a livelihood, education
&rd h~alth; to ecusl opporturity to particisate in the cultursl life of
the community and to ecual access 4o puvblic Services, '

Ve hold that derocracy it inactiive unless worers rre given 2 full woice
in industry throug. unions; or forers 2re given + volce in the nerket
pPlrce througii cooperetiver; or where freedur of thouzht end discussion is
1linited; that dermocraty is outliwed by l-gally entreached discrinination
and segregetion; thet theie dust be diversity of approach but each atep
rusi be in confomity with the goal, which is disnonored by each undemo-
cratic act, ' . _ ' .

with a democratic goal, we &are in a position to fir,ht anything thet gets in
the way, whether it be totalitarian convwunisc, or fasclsm or monopoly

- dominated capitalism,.

 The purpoze of the Highlandcr Folk Schbol s to assist in creaiing leader-

ship for democracy. Cur services are available to lsbor, fara co-asunity,
seiigious and civic organizetions working toward a democracstic goal,

The neture of a specific educational prograii will be deteraiined by the needs
of the students, :

Uze of the services of tie School by ‘ndividual organizstions will be in
accordance with thelr own policies g0 long as these policles do not conflict
with the purvoses Qf ti» School, & steff menmber will assist in plenning
and coordinating ali programs. ' ‘

. The I;iigh‘_ander?c'lk.school is a chertered institution, cooneratively owned

by the teaching staff. It nas ho affiliations. The policies and progrem
of the School are wholly determined by an Executive Touncil composed of the
staff end recognized Southern leaders,

Eighlande r Folk School is supported by contributions from individuols, organ=
izations scrved by the School, foundations and tuition,

The times call for &n affimetive pmgmm, based on 2 positive goal. &in

" army of democracy cdeeply rooted in the lives, struprles end trecitions of )

the American people must be creeted. By broadening the scope of deaocracy
to include ewryone, snd deepening the concept to iaclude every relation-
ship, the aniy of democracy would be so vast and =o deteymined thet nothing
undemocratic could stand in its peth.

Approved: by the Exroutive Council, April 3rd, 1950
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>( L‘a’rs.. Lucy Sprogw Mitchell
B(Re\'. Walter G. Muelder
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X Dr. Alva W, Toglor__ AN
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\& Dr, John B, Thompson
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DIVision

" f R DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
a Honorable :l_?liow?fillic(} o /‘, FEB 7 195

tg  United States Attorney Ge
. Washington, D. C, j

Dear Mr. MoGraths o T e L BECURY WY .
| X qeTs M, v"

cIvVIL RI
* i4ss Lucy Randolph llaaon, Southem ﬂd‘?ﬂﬁhc%labions
Representative, has suggested that I ask your advioce about a
_ problem growing out of the attendance of Negroes at the Highlander
Folk School, Becauss of your own personal roenng in regard to

FLa L% 22 AL &% a4 Mmoo

.ppoblem he re a.nd be in a position to giw adﬂ.u.

. The Highlander Folk School endeavors to put racial demoo-—
racy inte practios; consequently we can expect a measure of opposi- _

e hardly expecbod however, to have Negro students made
the subject of 1nveutigatd.ms by the Federa)l Bureau of Investigation,
On October 11th I wrote Senator Estes Kefauver that FBI agents were
asking our neighbors about the attendsnce of Negroes and implying
that our non-discrimination policy was commmnistic and immorel,
This line of questioning has created confusion in the minds of our
relighbors regarding the rights of Negroes to be at the School,

O

. ‘ ' On December 10th I raised this question with My, Hugh H, -

- Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federel Burean of Inwestigation,

: " and quoted one of the FBI agents who had told me that h® thought
our enclosed rnews release condeming diae::‘l.nd.nation would be con-

B n B mascmisnd 2l on e o Lo wmam o

DIlUB YU CULEMYLLDLVLG U’ a MJUI'J..U’ U.I. oouuxum HPOULHLE ¢

The apparent confusion of recial democrecy with conmuniam
& by the FEL agents and the implication of this kind of thinking
L alarmed the Highlander Executive Councdl members who met January 22 '
’ and 230 .
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Honoreble J, Howard McGreth page 2 January A, 1951

Council mezbers were also disturbed by the exchange of
correspondence with Mr, Clegg. 1f agents can deny what they have
said, they can likewiss report things they have not been told., Sinoe
they go in pairs, the person interviewed is at a disadvantage.

With this problem in mind, a motion was made by Miss Luay
Randolph Mason "thst, because of previous misunderstandings in intere
views with FBI agent.a, the Highlandsr Director shall speak for the
24off and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents be
pat in writing, and shall make his repliss 1mwﬂ.t.ing provided.
legal counsel advises this action.

The Council :I.a not raising the qustion of giving inrorn-

ation, but of glving it in muich a way that the perscn interviewed has

the protection of a written record, Could you advise us as to the
i gality of the Council proposal that interviews be carried on in
writing.

We ‘shall greatly appreciate your advice on this matter.

Very sincerely yours,

Myle s Horton, Director
. . Highlander Folk School

F. S, 1 vant to mss on & comment on thls letter made by a nelghbor,

ce: Senator Estes Kefauver

enclosures

-
A
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Highlander Folk School for imnediate releass
sonteagle, Temessee

Jonteagle, Temessee . . « Noveuber 20, 1950 . .« ."Our Chriat.m;a bells could
be freedom bells if we dared include all minorities in our circle of brother-
hood,” Liylss Horton told a conference of church leaders at the Highlander
Folk School, | |

"Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro aharecro'ppars, ringing
for eager minded students with opportundties limited by accldent of tirth,
and freedom bells echoing in distant lands gould £4)11 the troubled world with
thoughts of peace on earth and good will toward man,” he said,

"Highlander's democratic program is based on the brotherhood of
man, Democracy to us merans that membership in the human family entitles all to
the freedom of thought and reiigion, to equal rights to & livelihood, education
and health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the
community and to equal access to public services," the religlous leaders were
told,

e hold that democrécy is inactive unless workers are given a full
voice in industry through unions; or farmers are given a voice in the market
place through cooperetives; or where freedom of thought and discus.sion is
1imited; and that democracy i:s outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination
and segregation,

"The times call for an affirmative progrem, based on a positive goal,"
said Horton, “An ammy of democrecy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and
traditions of the Awericsn people must be created, By broadening the scope -
of democracy to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every
relstionship, the army of democracy would be 80 vast and 8o determined that
nothing undemocratic could stand in its path.*

DAL - K. L T T
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Tracy City, ‘!ennenu
Jm.al, 195

_Dearh;les: - | ,— : o~

. This, %o my m:lnd is a thoroue,hly honest and perredt.ly concise exp:esuion
of the prohlem you p:vsent.. 1 cannot see how Mr. McGrath can fail to wmder=

=& —— ad & =t s amm b o B = o

stand its algn.l.llcancc, and WU I'SVanaIng, fail w We sieps toward the Plo=

'ventim of future trouble,

Please feel free to use m* as a reference if you have such need, I am :
always willing to speak or write my convictions regarding your parsonal i:nta-
grity and the high purpose of Highlander,

i mas herve sone years before you came. The newness of your program aroused
wonder and even suspicion in the commnity. We heard wild tales of commmistis
intent, alliance with Russia; ‘machine guns in the attic and varous forms of

I ANCE dlALT1111E o TEE WA LS4 A Ba

1moralit.y. People came to me with these extrabagant rumors, begging me to
"do sozething about 1t.," 1 did do something. I visited the school when you

‘and Don vlest gave a "play-party" for the chiidren of ocur commnity. I went

again whan Jim Dombrowski started a Bible study class. Vie learned a good deal

 about social conditions in the days of Amos and Micazh, I went to a2 meeting

held after a neighbor's house had bumed down and you started plans - and

funds - for building a new home for him. I went to a Christman party where X
helped with the children's games and saw you play Santa Claus with a bag of
presents, Once 1 went to & sewing bee, another neighborhood benefit, I was
sick at the time the P, T. A, was organized in your living room, but 1 heard
all sbout it, I heard, too, of other "good deeds" —- by this time the neighbtore
had something else to talk about than the fearful fantasies of the early dayse
Cne dqu night, Jim went 2 good way to bring & doctor for rne of my school
girls in time to save her and her taby, "L didn't know there were such good
folks,” pme neighbor woman said, Then I heard about the time that Claudia Lewis,
the lursery School teacher, and another one from Highlander, prepa.red all that
‘was needful to bury a little child in a very poor family,

all these things and many more convinced mé that your purpose and pian dor
comdng to 1iwe in our community was essentially good and had no ulterior motive,
%n later years I have learned more of your practical program, your concept of
true democracy in your policy of non-discrimination, non-segregation, and your

‘a¢tnal example in living what yoy believe. I know a minister who s2id, "I wish

T AnwlA feal that 1 came 83 near as hyles Horton to real) consecration to the
Cause of real Christianity.
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"Do you think Highlander is radical?® The last time I was asked this
question, I pave this answer which I would give today, "Yes, tley are raedical =
as radical as the Declaration of Independence « or the Sermon on the Mount,.®

It is because you dare to believe that not only "all men are created free and
equal®, but that there should be "liberty and justice for all™ that you are radi-
cal, And the one who bads all men to act like brothers, made no difference be-
tween his white children and the blacke : '

1 deplore the recent "investigation” of the F B I agents, implying as it did,
that your non-discrimination policy toward Negro students constituted proof of
your comiunistic .nature, purpose, plan ard intent. When recial democracy oan be
cunlused with communism in the minds of F B I agenta, thare 1s cause for alam,-
it seens to me, Our commnity has come a long way in appreclating and under-
standing the policy of Highlander, its principles, its practioe of real demoeracy.
But this faith though fostered for so many years by living proof and exsmple
cannot fail to suffer from the shock of & visit from the F B I in which the
school's policy of non-discrimination is given a red tag and lapel,

“ith all this is mind, I am glad you have written this letter to MrJddirath.
I hope it leads to a definite understanding which will affect all future
interviews, .

With best wishes for you and the rest of the Highlander staff, I remain
- Your friend,

Kay Justus

.
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Y Highlands» Fplk Schosl
Lonteagle, Tennecssee

kr. Hugh d. Clegg
Assistant drector

"Federal Zureau of Investigation

viashington, D.C.
Le~r lir, Cleggs St

1 was nlrased to read from the Intemational Labor News

Sepvice that you feel that the "success of commnim®

can e measured b the wealnesses of denocracy. I am led

to believe by your analysis of the situation that you
14
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iiighlander Folk Schoole.

™

In the South, people are often criticlzed who believe as
we do here 2t Highicnder that discrimination is incoapati-
ble with democracy. In fact I was told recently by one of
your egents that the cuntents of the enclosed news release
would be considered communistic by a majority of SouthEm
people. .

1 sincerely tpust that the position taken by you in the

‘New Yori Hersld Tribune forum is the official position of

the FBJd,., and not the position impiied by the activities
of your repre sent.?tives who have questioned our neighbors
rererding visits of Aaamﬂs to the Schoole

l"b" a4 .2 ap,
Would you clear this matter ud for ze?
Sinecerely yours,

Myles Horton
Director
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Thio w11l sclnowlodze your lotler of
ooorber 10, 1960e :

It s long boen tho eatsablished proocduxe
of this iurveu @ rofrain fros eoTwnting oo the
slataxent of al g and purpocos of any or animtions
axl, tisrefarc, vo cnuot omwnt on the polidies

of your s ioole

e}

lith re ard to tio statuent tiat you
aitridubod to o Speoinl Agont of Wi Dureay, this
willadvise that I :ave chooied with tho two Special
Aconte who outingted yo. on beoewbor 7, 105De They -
orpiatiolly degy et you sioeed thes the mwe

rolouse or taut tioy mde any statecents € you
raa Loly apjroaociing sour alle utione

Vory traly yourse

Zuch Ue Cless
Assigtnnt Jirocter
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from Highlander} xecutive Council minutes - - >
(page 3) Jan 22-23, 1951 . o .

awe hasn askins naleshbnre shend
—— b LRA W ERAL M Gapee W A e e W W

gents !
Begroes attending or visiting Highlander, Horton read a letter he wrote Sen.t.or
Kefauver which s-d.dp in party "They (the ¥ B I agents) have been particularly
insistent in their questions about the attendance of Negroes a.t. Highlandey
sesgions and conferences. They wanted to know where people sleep and what ;ou
an after the conferences aye owr , . + 1 hops you can find time to look into
this situation and do something to lt.op intimd dation of our nc!.ghbon and ths
inference that the non-—discrimination policy of the school, which is that of the

CIO and AFL, is communistic and immoral,®

Herton continued that the agents are going around the community trying to stir

un the peorle by asking loaded questions about the Negro students at Highlander,
¥aantine, Horton read a newspaper report that the assistant NDirector of the FB I
rade a sprech at the Kew York Hergld Tribune forum in vrh.’t.ch he sald discrimination
was incompatible with democrscye. Horton congratulaﬁd the F B I spokesman and

reported a8 comment made to him by an F B I agent who said that a Highlander Hews

oent activities of ¥ ,B_I agents who are

releass which condemns discrimination, would be considered commnistic by & majority

of southern peopls, The ¥ B I Assistant Director answered that he had personally

checiked the matter and that both agents who talked with Horton, denled emphatically

waking any euch statement,
Aiwi pavawaged discussion, it was moved by Lucy Randolph Macon that, because

of previous misunderstandings in interviews with ¥ B I agents, the Highlander -

Director shall sprak for the staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any -

F BI agents be put in writing, and shall sake his replies in writing - provided

A
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from Mphlander exncutive counell minutes

iegal comaei adviscs this ast on, dotim !;ouuhd by Frdl ﬁlli-ﬂtl |

and passed, l‘ | | | | | o
1t wes slao suggrsted by Miss Mamon that the Director shall write S

UsisAttorey Genrral Howard MGTath and review thils situation end explein

%o hin why we haw bean foroed to take this sctionj and that & copy of .

this letter shall be sent to Senator Kefauwr and !ughhn&:; Sponsors.

.
.
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ce Memorandum + uNiTED STATES GOVERNMENT

DIRECTCR, FBI ATT,: INSPECTCR L, L, IAUGHLIN pate: 3/1k/51

SAC, ENGXVILIE

QOHIANTER POIK SCHOOL
NTERNAL SECURITY - C
(Bufile 61-7511)

Enclosed herewith is article by BICKNELZ'EUBANKS

entitledXSchool Spurs Racial Amity in Southland" which
appeared in the 3/8/51 issue of the Christian Science Monitor.
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BN Enclosure
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Racial Amity
In Southland

The Southern
Success Story—IX

This is the ninth in a series of
one of ihe nation’s ouistanding
economic developments, the
comeback in the southern states.
In gathering materigl jor these
stories, Mr, Eubanls traveled
into ézery section of the South.

By Bicknet Eubanks -
Fim® Corresponden of
The Christicn Science Moxifor
] Mantzagle, Tenn.

Practical methods of solving
racial problems are being sought
&t the Highlander Folk School
here bhigh atop the beautifu}
Cumberland Plateau.

Southern whites and Negroes)]
are being brought together in
realistic fashion. And these whites
and Negroes are going back out
irtn the ragiopn to preach that
racial harmeny is possible, Fo
they have tried to learn frou
daily experience that the differ
nces  wnich now  seem  insujf
nountabie can be overcome.

Tre visitor to Highlander seds
ittde in the physical plant of the
sehisul ihat looks especially ex-
pcoimental. He notices buildings
o. simple, beeutiful design (they
v e designed by Carl Koch,
C moridze, Mase. archilect), A
- scheol, {for moantainczr chil-
.n and a lihrory are the only
s boildings which suggest it is
s2hool.”

Accenied by Hill Folk

But Myles Horion, who founded
this unique ipstitution, points to
the school's record of seeking 1o
1ift the veil of suspicion and fear
throughout the Scuth. Mr. Horton,
hunself a native of Tennessee, ex-
piaies that he has had to over-]
come suspicion and threats to get
ihe school where it is toddy, Now,
i vng herd accepied by the mowms= )
taincers, and many _southerners:
qiy wighilhug W aumyl its QUC‘]

Cess,
*1f really Is -hard “to describe
just what the school i5,” Mr. Hor-
ton Says. “Yau fust can't type it.
It’s neither ohe fhing ncr gnother,.

[ Bl MR N

F—4ried to persuade this man to

I

stories 1s of “a ‘southwestern oil
union l6cad head who came to the

lsbor guestions.. He 'hgd been
spansored by his local. Mr. Horlen'

a Jeader of the Ku-
in his home town.

41 didn't say anything to him lf.
first,” MF. Horton explains. “But
you can imagine his surprise when
he found his bunk mate was a
Negro. He was quiet for .two 6r
three days, but you could sei: he
wes getting réady to boil over." -

Finally, Mr. Horton says, the
oil worker came to him_ and
claimed he had been “tricked.”

had had our foldef explaining
what the school was and that he
had had plenty of “opportunity
to find out what the school was
betore he came.”

Leader Quit Klan .

He shouted that he still it he
had been tricked, and that was
going home. Mr. Horton told him
hd would have a job of explaining
to do, because pictures of him
edting with Negroes already had

en senf to his local. .

The oil worker stormed out of
the building. For several days he
thought hard. All this time he
eontinued to attend the discus-
sions, ate with the rest of the
group, and: continued 1o room
with the Negro.

lé begsn to sée that his be-
lisfs had been based on miscon-
eceiions, Mr, Horton says.

“He didn't know what to ex-
pect when he got back home, but
we had shown him through the
simple method of bringing him
into contact with Negroes that he
had been wrong,” Mr. Horton
says. N RRTERT

This oil worker went home, and
shortly after he got back a rival
union tried to raid his local,

join them: and carried on the at-
temptled raid on a racial basis.
Bt the oil worker defied them,
pi!phcd in, and defeated the rival
union. He is now one of the town’s
ouisianding leaders and a strong
adsccate of-equal rights.” .

And. he has quit the Klan, Mr,
Horton adds. . |
Founded in 1€02

Hizhland~r still hrs its foes.
Although it is chartzred by the
State of Ten~cstee &5 an.educa=
tional instiiution, -there are those’
who clajm *it is not truly a

but- 8  eombination of many
things™. -+ .. .
The . ocpetating  policy of the
- schopl. is.quite sitndle. it accepls
adult students sxht L) Var.ous.or-
ganizations td en ige in to-E- W
=CnNEYE CNosomg current pro-
1 - 7y " -

1. - . ’ .. .
“We .wami- only leaders”™- )Tl
orion explaips.” "We doir't caje
wihat they are leaders pf—

nt the type of -
tRiow -oth~
th',...m-.'” T e e

a

Lt

al

school. ‘But  the neighboring

mﬁ““f“"' ££1s point to the dayi
schiool, which has beera-beonPio

-
bty

school to =ttend & seminar 'om

Jearned that the oil worker wias,
e Klux Klan

“I pointed out to him that he '

frge o A

bl 95/~

miners, whose conta
arside—iy

fits they " have
Hizhlander. . .. ..
The schoql has an h:nposinl
Jist of sponsors, including ‘Dr.
John Dewey, Clifford J, Durr,
Mary = McLeod . Bethune, Leon

gained from

‘Reinhold Niebuhr, and Federal
 Judge J, Waties Waring.

1932 when Mr.

W. Johnson 'of Memphis.

but Mr. Horton képt on.

A, =

change their opinions.

Farmers-Welcomed R

& N .

}mu

SCN00L SN %

icdhirating his efforts 4o bri

Henderson, Aubrey Williams, Dr.!

The ~ school was founded In
Horton and =
friend sold the idca to Dr. Lilgn

T.
.[ Johnton pgave them a building | symbels
| and a-out 200 acres of land—all.
pun dovn, ‘The friend soon Jeft,

.In"fact ‘Mr. Horton hss turned
ch -of the .direction pf ' the
[sohog! itsalf pver to an sdlistant,
tharine Winston, and i cc{n-
n-

. 'The #chool we_lcomeé';'ﬂin'ﬁéx‘;.- i-y prejudice or discrimi

/57

cwitd iric fLetters by.the Scoréa—_
4 limited, can cite bene”T™M¥Yiorton says his school is

fAnanced by contributiens irom
many individuals, including Mrs.
Franklin D., Rooseveli. He ex-
plains that most of the contribu-
lions come in small amounts, in-
dicating to him that they come
from people pretty close to the
grass roots of the South.- -

He has letters by the score
from people all over the Soulh
who huave attended session at
Highlander. He is pleased with
them all for to him, they are
showing he is on the
right road. Perhaps, though, he
is proudest of a letter he receivec

. from & Negro fertilizer worke:

From the first the school has in Mississippi, who wrote:
been under attack. Even labor
unions eyed the school with some
suspicion. But when Mr. Horton
held the first CIO school in the
South, the working men began to

%] ¢an say for myself this is the
first time that I have had :
chahce to dwell together witl
white and, colored friends ir
unity, 3f the whole world hac
thie unity, it would not be an:
trouble for us to go to the poll
and vote. Neither would there b
10T

u Klux Klan, or hate campajgn:

. . We would have peacejin

ead of hate, tolerance insjea
o} discrimination and prejudige.

“There is & séqdel to this s-tox_'y. +

'Adstrial. workers and farmds of
th¥ South clocer together, >

ut -Mr. Horton.is not bzing|
overoplimistic. He . realizes that |:
the southern tradilions of separa-
i'on o! raccs mre .too strony to
r-raove overnjztt. He still s
ernficznt of t-¢ ullimz'e ramove?
of th--e ¢iTcrenccs, in s»hite @

\“

¢anst-nt riac-s on his school
‘rom  many . squthern poiitical
leaders, . - Sedio

In answar t5 charzes that he
is.trying lo stir up trouble in the
' South, -~ this | young southerner |-
‘poipts to his school's statementl
of purpose:’ T

.‘}{V?‘rcafﬁnﬁ our faith in de-
mocracy as a goal that will bring
.dignity . and:_freedom to ali; in
democracy ag an expanding con-1
Tebt encompassing human rela-)
tiohs from the smallest com- ]

TR T——

-t

SR He

munity organizatisn to interna-
. Monal stripeiury -and permpealingl
il) ecddngmic, gockal, and ‘politi-1

cal activities.™ -~ = B N

“Democracy to us means that|
membership in  the human
family entitles all,to ireedom of
thouzht and religion, to equal

<his to a livelitood, educatipn,
ahd healily; to.equal.;o‘:‘mrtulft}‘.

zlpai'ticiﬁ.ite in the . culiural ‘.'e

[T

ol the community: and to esjal:
"access to public services. . . " |}

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MowiTeR,
“BosToN, 3/8/5/.

their children. And ‘nearby coal

;
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N\ Participaﬁf Gives His Views at Highlander Folk St;hool
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STANDARD FORM N2, 84 .3 -

Oﬁc‘ﬂ Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : D, M. Ladd DATE: March 13, 1951

FROM : A, H, Bel&

SUBJECT: YTGHLANDER FOLK SCH

- INTZRNAL SECURITY - LL EN :-ORMATION g%i‘E-'.Dﬂ r:ED 3
Bufile 61~7511 VEREIN IS UNCLASSI Py
DHTE 2 BYSPEAmlon) e

PURPOSE o FIGSL -

, To submit for your approval the attached memorandum to d
2 Mr. Peyton Ford which is in answer to additional material which the
’ Department forwarded to the Bureau relating to the captioned matter,

DETATLS

0n/ March 9, 1951, the Department furnished the Bursau
certain matgrial which had been sent to the Attorney General by
Congressman{Adam Clayton-Powell, Jr., of the 22nd Congressional District,
New York, which material had been received either directly or indirectly
from ¥yles\Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School.

A review of this material reveals that it is very similar to
LI tig material previously forwarded to the Bureau by Mr. Peyton Ford and
» TR which was answered in our memorandum to him dated February 26, 1951.

Photostatic copies of this material have been made and it is
suggested that the originals be returned to Mr. Peyton Ford together
with our reply to him,

A review of this material reveals that in the letter addressed
. to "Dear Friend" dated February, 1951, signed by Myles Horton, the
Lk second paragraph contains a statement, "What strategy prompted the FBI
o Agents to watch the school by night and to harass neighbors with questions
' '1in}'ing Negroas with Comnunism is not clear. This statement can be

e Py SR + 1 e nd dha TOT bhaoas

gl«()i’]o Ll ueu 85 a new CLL.LBBGUJ.U“ o0 g ycu.u UL ﬂl)l. uuu l.luﬂ.v wii I'D.L 1Ly
) i bzen conducting physical surveillances at night on the Highlander Folk
LG School,
] In view of this new allegation, SAC Robey of the Knoxville )
0ffice was telephonically contacted on March 12 and requested to
furnish any facts relating to the allegation, On the same date SAC
Robey advised the Bureau by teletype as follows:

Attachment
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e .~ "1, |Knoxville Dffice has not conducted any surveillances
— at night at or in vicinity HFS.

"2, ,Knoxville 0ffice has not contacted any informants at
or in vicinity HFS at night. '

_Hﬁdji;> n3, EKnoxville Office has not conducted any neighborhood
investigations at or in vicinity HFS at night. However

was contacte
connection with case entitled
by S4s SRR

=T R ——
was not available for interview until this time,

The results of this interview of arae set forth




R .

Under date of February 27, 1951, the Knoxville Office was
instructed to make no contacts whatsoever at the Highlsnder Folk
School and that all the’Agents in the Kncxville Office should be

further instructed that no discussion pro or con should be made

with any individual concerning the Highlander Folk School,

ACTION

Inasmuch as this sllegation of Horton that the ¥BI conducted .
a physical surveillance of the Highlander Folk School at night is
erronecus, there is sttached hereio for your approval a memoran
¥r, Peyton Ford so advising him. The material which Mr. Ford forwarded

To the Tureau I TIFS DELNE TETYmed to him, photostatic copies having
been made for our files, -

WY > Z S S S e—



Oﬁice Memo(r-dndum . UNITED STg}rEs GOVERNMENT

FROM

TO t The Director CON%ENT'AL DATE: February 271&”“135(
D. M. Iadd ?y e

SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL ’,gz’fu’r‘f“”"ff*ﬂ rreay q? et

INTERNAL SEQURITY - C FXCTPT e ; R
ERE SHOWN

OTHERNISE,

-

imformation get out in my memorandum of February 2 1951, which

is attached,
Ciassified
DETAILS cla
DETAILS Dectassify P94

(1) TYou wanted to know the identities of the individuals
who hand?pd varznus_nhasﬁsnnﬁﬂgglguiztuat1on which
Grose in connection with the Eighlan&er Folk Scﬁo 1.

The original complaint _regarding. this entire matter. was
received in a letter dated December 10, 1950, from Mr. Myles Horton,
Director of the Highlander Folk School, addressed to Mr, H.H.Clegg.
¥r, Clegg referred this communication to the Security Investigative
Livision for handling. The reply was prepared.by.Supervis
; ' after the mafter had been discussed. with

h4ﬁ> cne . Internal Security Section, Mr. Taughlin an Prior
T oreparing the reply, Mr, Laughlln called the Knozuille Office
and SAC Robdbey, after questioning the Agenits who interviewed Horton
on December 7, 1950, advised that the Agents had categorically de-
nied they had made the statement atiributed to them by Horton.

The reply originally was prepared for the Director's sig-
nature., Mr. Belmont recommended it would be more appropriate to
reply over Mr. Clegg's.signature. This was done, This letter was
initialed by Messrs, SN l::7hlin, Belmont and Winterrowd
and signed Dby Mr. C1

The second phose of this motter arose when Mr. Roger
Baldwin of the Américan Civil Liberties Union. directed .a. letter

;
to you dated February l4, 1951, The cover memorandum dated “yﬁ

and the proposed letter to Mr. Baldwin, which

recruury 21, 1951,
was attached, were wqafter discussion with

F. J. Baumgardner, Leo L. Lauahlzn an Belmont. I%ey were
initialed by Messrs. Leo L. 33 ghlin, K. Belmont,

Mr. N;chals and Mr, Rosen-

The third phase ¢of this situaiion was initiaied- by the re-
ceipt of two memoranda from Mr. Peyton Ford Deputy Attorney Genera »
both dated Februory 19, 1951, In Mr, Ford' s ‘communications, he for

w Gl - /é/ B
L FJB:1D ., “eny RECORDE'_. \ / . IAPR 7 1857 @/
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CONFIPENTIAL

warded a letter dated January 31, 1951, addressed to the Attorney
General from Myles Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School,
together with certain other material which Horton had Sforwarded
with. his letter. Mr. Ford also forwarded the contents of & letter
dated February 13, 1951, addressed to the Atiorney General by
Albert E. Barnett of the Candler School of Theology, Emory Uni-
versity, Georgia. ZIThese memoranda from Mr. Ford raised addition-
al questions which weré Sef forth in my memorendum.pj February 23,
1351, To that _memorqndum, prepared by and F, J.
Baumgardner, were attached proposed letters to Mr. Réger Baldwin
d %o Ur. Peyton Ford, This memorandum was initiacled by A. H.

an
Belmont, F. J. Baumgardner and_
(2)  vou inquired when (GG oc: inter-

viewed and who is he,

[

U :: intervieved on D

P e 7 ds reported in the
referenced memorandum, the Highlander Folk School was not dis-
cusgsed during this interview.

In addition to the above gquestions, you instructed

that the Knoxville Office be advised not to discuss the High-
lander Folk School pro or con wijh anyone..

COMBENT!1°
-2 -



. /
CONFJRENTIAL

The Knozville Office has been so instructed,

You further instructed that the proposed letters to

] M%. Roger Baldwin and to Mr. Peyton Ford, which were attached

to my memorandum of February 23, 1951, both be changed.

Both of these letters were changed pursuant to your
insiructions.

ACTION
The Security Investigative Division sincerely regreils

'that a situation such as this did arise and you may be assured
\that every endeavor will be made to profit from this erperience.
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LAWRENCE S GREENBAUM
EOWARD 5. GREENBAUM
HERBERT A WOLFF
MORRIE L. ERNST
sSaMUEL J. SCHUR
ALEXANDER LINDEY
JERGME HWANDLER
THEODORE 5. JAFFIN
LEQ ROSEMN

HARRIET F. PILPEL
WiLL1AM F. WOLFF, JR.

Mr., Louis B.Nichols

285 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

TELEPHMONE MURRAY HILL B-IBBE

March 14, 1951.

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Department of Justice
washington, D.C.

Dear Lou:

v GREENBAUM WOLFF & ERNST

?w% sk

I received a letter from—
_ whom I do not know, with respect to alleged
)

improprieties practiced by the FBI agents in relation to the High S

‘La.uder Folk School, of Honteagle, Tennessce.

ot e o

Best,

o ALL I%FORMATION CBHTAINED

2 HEREIN IS UiCLA
| DATE ey

LASSIFIED
BY SERBT (ﬁig
94 IK
Gl T5 -

= .
S RECORD- .i95] \\’\

NDEXED 28 -

e
(S {)

JARR 7

I am sending you

e herewith copy of a letter I have written to —

|63

@




March 14, 1951-

ty deor I | |

I have fo.rwarded foﬁr coMcaﬁn dovm to the American Civil '
Liberties Union. It is the kind of & litu:ntiah in vhich the Union might
vell be interested, | .

' Has anybody from your organization ﬂxéug!:t- of going down to
see Ldgar Hoover, or one of his associates? I have great respect for
his integrity, and above al), knov that if any of his employees have
ected Lmpioperly, he always welcomes an opporfunity to be informed of
the charges. Uithout such information no official can ever correct im-

propricties in his staff,

S$4ncerely yours,

ALL IKFORMATICN CON ITAINED
BEPEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE &qw BYEEK%-

113 ’ \"| Il
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Mr, Horris L..Ernif

Greenbaun, Folff and Erast ALL INFORMATION CDNTAINED

285 Madison Avenues
New TYork 17, New Iork

%D“r t;olrriug_ ’__ /(f g,

DATE

'HEREIN I§ UNCLASSIFIED

Il
S0t Ll

hank you very nuch for wrtttng to Lou

Nichols on Karch 14, 1851, and furnishing o copy
of your letter of the same date to -
ércgarding the Highlander Folk School. - |

I was pleased to note you suggesied that

- contact one of my associates or me
regarding his cllegation. I most certainly would
like to know the basis of his complaint 80 that any

ntaunderatanaing might be clartfied.

In thia same connectton, I vrote to' _ oo _
¥r. Eoger N. Baldwin on February 26, 1951, ond in T
view of your iuterest I am encloatng e copy of Ry

letter.

Stncerely,

J. E2_uT

€C: Knozvitlle with capies of trib.!
New !o k Ozth copies of inco

B2oVeT




: T
Ur. Péyton Ford | -
v ; March 28, 1851

Deputy Attorney Genqrul

Dtrector, 78I - . o -CONFEDRNRHAE- . . .

]

 ‘Wrs414NDER FOLK SCHOOL - cen T

_ INFORATION CONCERNING ~ -~ . ...~

leiter dated larch 14, 1551,
which ithe Attarney Oeneral received froa Lucy Randolph Mason,
Southern Public Relations Representative of the Congress of

uatrial Organizatfons, Atlanta, Georgia, relating to the

a:gégﬁnegIEGZg,,, Fe.hape made g'typewrit%en copy of this letier
for our files aad are returning the original herewith tp you.

The enclosed letter is very similar to previous leiters

received by the Attorney General from )yles E°rt°ni;nfff°iff,3{_

[ Aor

the Hizhlander Folk School, and Alberi E. Barneti 9 wvae faad
School of Theology, Emory Untveraity, Georgta, which were discussed
in considerable detail én my memorandum to you of February 26, 195l.
The letter from Misa lason $8 clso similar to the letiler [from
gengresenan Adan Clcyton Powell, Jr., addressed to the Aitorney
Zeneral, which was discussed in »y memorandum to you of March 13,

1451,

Reference is made to the

/

atters mentioned by Yiss Yason were ansuered

o Aa wn Ponmtmrd dm ek msam wad e S Al omem mmedd emm
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by this Bureau tn connection therewith,
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