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) This matter is being held extremely close, and consequently

it is requested that this memorandum be returned £o Mr. Belmont for .
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SUBJECT: FRANCIS G. POWERS
PILOT OF U.S. AIRCRAFT
DOWNED IN U.S.S.R.

Bdisid -
: Oon §5-11-60 Mr. Robert Johnson, Chief of the Passp 75 &
Legal Office, telephoned me and advised that on 5-11-60
Mrs. Butler of the Passport Liaison Office received a telephone
call from Mr. Russell, an investigator for the House Committee
on Un-American Activities (HCUA). Mr. Russell said that he
: i would like to review the passport file on Francis G. Powers,
$

1%

the pilot of the downed U.S. aircraft in USSR, Mr. Russell
then continued and said, "I suppose you have received quite

. | a few requests for this file." Following this Mr. Russel
N lsaid that there was a Soviet agent in Georgia named Powers.

- According to Mr. Johnson, Russell did not enlarge
. °  on this latter statement, and Mrs. Butler made no inquiry.

" Mr. Johnson said that they do have a file on Powers
which reflects that he is 2a civilian employvee of the U.S.
}Air Force. Mr, Johnson furthner said that HCUA would not be

R

allowed to review the Powers file.
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'FRANC!S G, POWERS, M!SCELLANEOUS INFORMATQW CONCERN!NGO

'AMBASSADOR HILL HAS RECEIVED LETTER DATED MAY 10 LAST [
e # weiTen o (DOl

| LETTER REABONS THAT ABOVE NAMED INDIVIDUAL WHO WAS . 2<’ ,
RECENTLY SHOT DOWN IN RUSSIA I'S‘COMMUNIST IN DISGUISE,”
SECOND EDITION OF FUCHS. LETTER STATES FOLLOWING FACTS
INGONS I STENT: PLANE SHOT DOWN BY SINGLE MISSILE, PLANE
BROUGHT DOWN IN SUCH WAY THAT NONE OF ULTRA DELICATE
PREGISION INSTRUMENTS DAMAGED, FUEL DID NOT EXPLODE,
PILOT LANDED IN BEST OF HEALTH, PILOT DID ®QT APPLY
CONTRIVANCE FOR SHATTERING PLANE AND 1TS EQUIPMENT,

NOR DID RUSSIAN MISSILE CAUSE CONTRIVANCE TO EXPLODE.
AMBASSADOR HILL CONSIDERS CONCLUSION OF WRITER WORTHY 3
OF SERIOUS CONSIDERATION AND DESIRES TO HAVE THIS FACT N
BROUGHT T0 ATTENT ON OE DL 2ECTon . AR . (b)“) '
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If the intelligence contained in the cbouc ueuage u to' be duseminated outside the Buness, it is suggested that it be uilubly
paraphrased inorder to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. “
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The J.5. Embassy concluded that the plane incifent was tc be

ect of @ mass propaganda effort directzd against the U.S. inside

Uiion. This conclusion was based upon 1. the opening to

‘an press as the

“hibition of the debris of the U-2 plane. This zus described

opening of the "second American exnibitiong "

Embassy has received over 500 telegrams and 1,750 letters

From all over the USSR all of them moderate im tone. At the

, personal contacts by U.S. Embassy officers and U.S. students

with Soviet citizens did not disclose any particuler hostility
U.S. On the other hand, - Soviet students have eriticized

v's crudeness in handling the plane incident cnd expressed
est the incident affect the plans Jor the President's visit.

¢

7ith regard to the "broader. policy implications-of the incident”

Embassy concluded that it was the Soviet intention first to put
in a difficult position and that Khrushchev's aiiack on the

in his 5-11-60 statements suggested that he micht "be trying to
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s SNO’I‘E Barbara Gay Powers is wife of Francis G.. Powers, pilot of U-2 -
J{ plane,now prisoner in Russia, . By 1effer 6-3-60 ATTANta advised ‘that
N\ Chief of Police, Mi orgia, where Mrs. Powers residing,"
\ was concerned abgut her security because of ‘many. phone calls recelved
hby ‘her and by his’ Departnent uanting -information.” Chief directed
Ymatter to attention “of Geor au-of JInvestigation.
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Reference is made to the enclosed letter from Atlan‘ta
dated 6-3-60. Mrs. Powers, wife of Francis G. Powers, pilot of the
U-2 plane which was downed in Soviet Russia, allegedly has been
harassed by phone calls. People apparen‘tly are seeking information
about her lhusband. The Chlef of Police, Milledgeville, Georgia,

where Mrs. Powe ed son
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FROM :a) SAC, Atlanta (80-888)

C/j suBJECT: f_’-’BAlk?.B"ARACA YPOWER :
S " . Wife of FRANCIS q;?§OWERS #
SOV L CIA gy pEyT —

; tb)f»“:— -~ "Z Georgia Bureau investigation Agent '

advised he is in receipt of a request for advice from ChigX ©X
PoliceoivGENE A, ELLIS, Milledgeville,&gggggéa,’which is the
home temn of Mrs. POVERS. MNrs. POVWERS returned to her home ./
imnediately after the U2 incident, and because of the publicity
and calgs, the family had their phone disconnected. Consequenti
: a treméEdous number of calls have come to the Milledgeville-*
\>\\ Policé pgpartment wanting information about Mrs. POWERS and

Q! request¥hg eontact with her. Some of these calls he feels ar
unusual ip that they seem to be in “cloak and dagger" style;

~

Y} ;and it has given him some concern as to whether she is secure
{ |from péssTbly hostile elements and whether he is adequately:. ™
W\ laffording safeguards for her.

’ N ) 8 The purpose of Mr. HUTCHINS‘A'M,“ih;W 1S _how. 10
JQ@ contact a representafive i}ut"'fﬁ\*%*‘””fﬂiﬁ =

’ ' rep
the Chief =2t Milledg ynresses this concern.” It is

§\§ lsug;;)es*i:ed the Bureau may want 1o send this through liaison. -\
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‘INFORMATION CONCERNING 2!
o) 10/85

b 5,45 TFE //C}M/@@é
Subject was the pilot of the U~ 2 plane which allegedly
was shot down by the Soviets on 5-1- 60, As you know Powers is
in prison and according o0 newspaper reports is awalting trial.
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont

RE: FRANCIS POWERS
INFORMATION CONCERKFING

ACTION:
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© Memorandum -
L
To  : MR. R. O. L'ALLIER pate:  July 21, 1960 Jooa,
4 R
FROM : Q, H&# LETT foarem
O |

susjecT: FRANCIS GARY POWERS &

o INFORMATION CONCERNING

' FENLE Tl g, i
On 7-20-60 Mr. Robert Johnson, Passport Office, ¢ 1led /=) . |
10 advise that the News Divisiom at State had received a call froon - % &
the Associated Press to the effect that Mr. and Mrs. Clyde L Powers . Z
are visiting the USSR and that Radio Moscow complimenved TH “y
as tourists and imgicated that they are not like the other Powers.
This would indicate that the Soviets are publi@izin%zth@ Clyde L.
Powers visit to the USSR in order te further publicize the Francis

Gary Powers forthcoming trial.
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