V iolent mornfﬁgstili haunts

_ quiet neighborhood

g0

.FBI/from 1A

-the bullet-pocked 1lving room
“wall. The rain took care of the
rest.

+ But for the Knapps, the Sukerts
cand their nefghbors, the memories
are indelibie: a sudden explosion of
!violence, then a weeklong slege of
-Investigators, reporters and droves
.of strangers on & morbid sightsee-

Iln% tour.

his unremarkably suburban
‘corner in South Dade lost its
-innocence on Friday, April 11.

v "I pever thought apything like
;this would ever happen here. I
-guess If you're {n the wrong place
At the wrong tme...,” sald
Tommy McConnon, 18, who came
"home that morning from Palmetto
*High. ill, to find agents crouching

|

-behind his old Pacer hatchback, .

guns pointed across the street.

Dead men on lawn

The shooting had just ended. He
saw dead and wounded men lying
-on his neighbor’s front lawn amid
the wreckage of three FB] sedans
and one gelsway car.

McConnon lives with his brother
and his parents, Don and Diane
Hauman, (o & rented three-bed-
room duplex acroas the sireet
from the shoot-out. They moved in
almost a4 vyear ago, after the
Haumans returned to Miami from
seven years in Saudl Arabla,
where Don worked for an
‘company.

- “This Is my old neighborhood,”
sajd Diane Hasuman, 42. “[ wanted
to be here. All my sons’ friends are
here. My friends from out of town
“would hear the horror stories and |
tmold them, ‘I Uve here. It's not like

t..

“T fust thought 1 tived in a qulet |

?elghborhood. .l Rld Ltheg: I lived

in & nlce neighborbood, really

-resldential. Nothing ever happens.

«~Andnow this.”

Only s block from South Dixie
Highway, Southwest 82nd Avenue
is used heavily as a through-street.
At lunchtime, neighbors say, stu-

dents from nuﬂz Palmetto Righ
School race by :

their way to Burger King.

their cars on

he squeal of tires, the guys
with no mufflers, is standard fare
around here” sald Robert Steb-
bins, who lives in one of the two
jdentical singie-family homes on
the street, dramatic t(w
$uildings with glass roofs.
* The east side of the avenue
between 120th and 124Lh streets is
otherwise taken up by 10 duplex
Bomes, mostly rentals. Several
tenants have been there less thana
ear. Among the residents are
nfversity of Miami law students,
chlropracter, a furniture sales-
‘man, an eiderly couple and a
family whose small thigren
Anven't been told what happened
ba the corner. .

It's very quiet’

The duplexes face the beck .

walls of two sboipin; centers, &
Florida Power & Light substation
and a plain two-story office build-
ing. The banks the robbers bit are
#cant blocks away.

“It is pot a very bomogeneous
peighborhood, not the kind of
place where you shoot over to the
neighbors’ for a hamburger barbe-
cue on a Saturday might,” sald
Stebbins, 4€, a financial consult.
ant. “But in terms of the people,
it's very quiet. People go to
business, come home snd that's

On a 40-foot pole in his front

d, a US. flag flies at half-mast

honor of the slain FBJ agents.
Stebbins was working on his
tulips when the chase caravan
came down his street. He and his
gritriend, Blllie Holloway, saw
the gunfight from the first to the
fast shot, e

They have had Uttle respite
#ince. After belng Interviewed on

i
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“What are the odds of this happening
on my driveway? If you made a dollar
bet on it, you'd be a millionaire

several times over.’

Cory Sukert, neighbor

television and quoled in the news-
paper, they were questioned by
the local FB! and Melro-Dade
detectives, then & group from the
FBI In Washington.

*“People you haven't talked to in
years call you up and say, 'Hey, [
|saw. you on TV. I'm getling
wacke calls 2t 1 am. from guys
telling me pot to say too much. Or
the Fgl says they're wackos,” said
Stebbins, standing in his patio. He
wore a Smm handgun strapped to
his hip. He started weanng it
around the house after the shoot-
out. -

“It's just enough to unsettle
you,” he said.

But he understands that there
was no special reason, no conspir-
acy that ied the cops and robbers
to his block.

“Happenstance,” he said,
reflecting the opinion of most of
his npelghbors. “It could bhave
happened anywhere, on the pext
block, of on 152nd Street, or west
of the highway.”

Constant reminder

But It didn"t, said Ethel Knapp.
“It happened bere” she said.

“You can't go by that corner and

oot thick of It."

Knapp and ber hushand,
Charles, Uve a block away from
B2nd Avenue on [22nd Street, ina
row of 30-year-old homes bullt on
one-acre lots. A few of the houses
are occupled by the original own-
ers. Several are for sale In the
past few vyears, young families
have been moving into the neigh-
borhood. Residents say there his
been little crime.

*To me, it's a real neighborhood,
an old established neighborhood,”
said Sue Cooper, who four montbs
ago moved with her husband and
two small children Into a bouse
one door down from the shootings

Like virtually ali her neighbors,
both on 82nd Aveput and 122nd
Street, Cooper said she has no
intention of moving.

“I'm tempted o say maybe we
made the wrong decision, but that
hasn't really trossed our minds,”
sald Cooper. “1 don't feel any less
safe. It was a freak happening.”

‘Life goes on’

But it was a freak bappening
that failed to even late some

————
residents. Dan Minkes, a sleepy-
eyed UM law student, said he was
awakened by the gunfire. Once he
saw what was happening, he said,
“I fust got back into bed." He
remained indifferent days after the
event.

“Nothing  happens,”  gaid
Minkes. “Life goes op.”

The Knapps acknowledge that
the shootings hit them especially
hard The killers, Willlam Matix
apd Michael Lee Platt, were their

eners.

“It's devastating,” Ethel Knapp
sald as she sat in her living room,
darkened at midafternoon. “It's
hard to believe things like that
exist. It's not only what they did.
It's what could have happened.

“We're living In a fort. We're
living in 8 prison. This is my home.

e (e avarubhndu'e hama  Ttte
aarng " YL JURALY & AWV . AL >

scary. What's pext?”

For Cory Sukert, all that re.
malns Is to have the buliet holes in
his car plugged. Sukert, 2], a UM
senior, was home slone when the
cars crashed on his lawn and the
bullets began flving through bis
bving room. He lay on the floor in
the back of the house until it was
over.

“You see it, and you deal with
iL" he sald Iast week. *"What are
the odds of this happening on my
driveway? If you made s dollar bet
ot it, you'd be a millionaire severa!
times over. It definitely shook me
up this weekend. Now it's over”

Sukert iooked at the orange
lines that investigators spray-
painted on his drive. They would
so0n be erased, but Sufent doesn't
need any reminders. '

“I'm pol used to seeing dead
bodies Ip the street,” he said.
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MARY LOU FOY /7 Miami Heraid Statt

Robert Stebbins, who now wears a 9mm handguo st home,

keeps flag in his front yard at half-mast.
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To The Editor:

We want protection from those bad
guys. from their malice toward us and
our families. We look to our law-
enforcement officers for that protection.
Protect us, we say — but do it by the
3rules. Follow our Constitution, we say,
and do that dangerpous work with the
least possible impingement on individa-
als’ rights. Expose yourselves 1o the
worst instincts and most vicious im-

milecoe nf tha i aieml P
Pusts L0

ihe most unprincipled human
beings, and do it all the time adhering 1o
the best and highest standards of our
would-be civilized society.

This would seem to be a preposterous
notion. except that thousands of people
— this nation’s law-enforcement offi-
cers — do it every day. A handful of
them were doing this hard duty last
Friday morning. April 11, in Kendall
pvhen the slaughter began. What hap-
jpened in the next moments brought
| home, in the cruelest and most vivid
| way, what it can mean to be 3
law-enforcement officer in a civilized
society. It means that wicked and
greedy people wiil try to kill you It
means that you will fight to protect
gourself and your colleagues, but will
take care to hurt no bystanders, holding
your fire as, in fear or bewilderment,
they pass. All the while, the shooting at
you will continue and, at the worst, will
etrike homs. '

Even at the best, when the arrest
~oes peacefully and there are no tragic
oeadlines and black strips of tape on
police officers' badges, law enforcement
is 8 hard duty. The officer must oot only
make his case, but slso frequently must

defend It and his behavior from attack 4

in & system that tests to the maximum
the strength and propriety of each
zoposed prosecution. )

As 8 novice prosecutor, | used to

Wristie at the routine attacks of defense’

ounsel In the courtroom on . the
Juthfulness and integrity of jaw.
nforcement officers. I would be even
nore infuriated when, out In the
allway apd sway from the jury, the

A on the agent's s

L_!edica rush wounded

would put an
uider and say,
“™Jt's nothing persoral. You guys do a
great job.” Co
“The officers aAlways viewed it with
more equanimity, and even humor, than
1 did. Perhaps they understood better

same defense attorne

:the essential paravox of their role. or

st accepted it more: A .society that
gus Tor Both security and Hberty will

“mever be an easy place for those

committed to ensuring each, at peril of
their lives.
What impels men and women 1o take

. Law enforcement demands the best in us

“lowe Fage 26A
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ALBERT COYA/Mami Nerald Stad
FBI agent from scene

on such difficult jobs? The answer
cannot be ful] mwaﬁm SAmMe
-~answer each of us makes when contem-
. pisting the essential mystery of human

“saltruism and goodness in an imperfect

world. We can only recognize it when it
happens and be grateful. These are our
~dheroes.

5

Assistant U.S. Atiormey
Miami

-

—

* * *

ROLINE HECK
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~ the recent shoot-put completely mysti-
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Give FBI the necessary firepower

To The Editor;
The borrendously one-sided score In

fied me untl] 1 thought of what must be
proved correct: The agents were simply
out-firepowered. Confirmation came in
The Herald's April 13 edition’s “Oppos-
ing Firepower.”

That the FBI would not have semi-
sutomatic carbines in this age of

wearmne (¢ incans A Smith and Weseon
weapons 1S insane, A Smith and Wesson

or even a Colt .45 is considered a toy in
the minds of the “bad guys.”

Had some U.S. legislators been among
the crowd of witnesses 10 the worst
shooting in the Bureau's history, I'm
sure they would have voted differently
on the McClure-Volkmer bill, which
was strongly opposed by police forces
across the nation. It is now 2 definite
firing range out there.

CarL D. SMITH, JR.
North Miami

To The Editor:

How could FBI egoents with revolvers
take on greater firing power without
sustgining major injuries and even
death? :

The agents who were Kkilied and
those who were wounded will be long
remembered with honor and sadness as
# sacrifice to an uneven, violent effort
to apprehend criminals.

Let us remember that guns do kill.
Our FBI! agents should be equipped with
greater firing power, with the public
knowledge tha! it will be used when
needed.

Aammatrmnarameel

i

Thoughts from Riverside Church

ﬁ
To The Editor:

Mare Fisher's discerning ag‘ticle aboul
FBI agents’ Killer] Bill Matix, (Heraid,

April

14). short-time member of River-

side Baptist Church, asks this question

L+ Loy =4

of the congregation: Why did one of us

kil

The answer is, Because he was nof
one of us. In my opinion, he came

seeking
good

a facade of respectability and a
environment for his daughter.

What better place to find them than
at a well-thought-of church to’ :'r_niak:
him less suspect in his nefariou

activitjes?s——

- AIM even more upset

The Herald's handling of the FBI
shoot-out story in its April 13 edition
Was an gutr?g'e. Giving front-page space
o two homicidal maniacs while placing
the stories of seven decent, heroic men
on the back pages Is horrible. ”,. .

This was a perfect opportunity to
give honor and tribute to the “good
guys” and to show that In this instance,
at least, crime did not pay in Miami.

LouisE D. MaLLER
Miami
* * *

Isn't it ironic that the day after the
National Rifle Association (NRA) cele-
brated its successful intimidation of
Conpgress to pass a loosening of gun.
control laws, one of the biggest shoot-

“outs in the history of Florida took place?

Two FBI agents killed, five wounded.
In the fsce of the great rise in crime, our
weak-kneed lawmakers — out of greed
for the enormous amounts of money
banded oul by the KRA — allowed
themselves to be duped into passing
such a vile law.

Those congressmen will have 1o face
:iheir constituents in the coming elec-

ons.

MILTONR. JacOBS
North Miam!

* * *

I am s0 tired of the bloodshed on our
streets and of national headlines sabout
Miami — all negative, of course, But |
over what is
becoming of our city.

Day io and dzy out, policemen,

- firemen, and other people put their lives

on the line, yet there is ali this serious
crime continuing.
Maybe we should follow the punish-

" ments used in Saudi Arabiz, “an eye for

an eye.” There aren’t many repeat
offenders there.

To those two FBI men who lost their
right to live and to the five who were
injured, 1 am terribly sorry. but thank
you for your devotion to the cause. For
all the policemen who rushed to the
scene to lend their support, thank you
also. God biess you all.

To those who “have had it, it's time
to leave Miam!l," goodbye — but I'm

. staying_ I believe that there is a lot to be
gone, but T'm willing to fight for it.

R1A CRISTINA VAMOS
. - Miami
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TFo The Editor:

Two weeks have passed since two of
my feliow ageots died and five more
were wounded. | still ask myself: Am |
good epough?

More then a8 week bes passed since
my fellow agents were buried and
others remain hospitalized, thelr fami-
les and friends grieving and trauma-
tized. And 1 still ask mysell: Am I good
enough?

What happened to the FB] agents on
April 11, 1986 on SW 82nd Avenue In
Miam! could have happened anywhere
In our country. It could have happened
to any law-enforcement agency in our
country. On April 11, 1888, it did
bappen to agents of an organization to
which 1 proudly belong. Years of
training and experience can never fully
prepare any law-enforcement officer
for the unexpected nightmare, nor for
the shock of sudden death. Try as we
may, we are all merely human. We
carry badges and guns, but we also feel
every emotion felt by others. We do try
to “protect and serve.” Though some-
times as human beings we fail, as a
whole the law-enforcement community
Is as dedicated and selfless as any other
on this Earth. And I still ask: Am 1 good
epough?

1 ask the question because I wasnt
on SW 82nd Avenue that morning.  ask
the question on behall of law-enforce-
ment officers everywhere who were not
on the scene when their partners and
friends were wounded or lost their
lives. I ask the question because I need
to know if I could have stood In thelr
shoes that morning in Miami and have
50 hopored my badge.

RALPH L. MORGAN

Special Agent

FBI

bt Miami

—

—ZRemembering the slain FBI agenfs
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STEVE DAILY COMMEINTARY
MONDAY, APRIL lé&th, 1986
(SHOOTOUT) :

IT'S DIFFICULT FOR MOST PEOPLE TO IMAGINE THE COURAGE
IT TAKES FOR PEOPLE LIKE THOSE FB1 AGENTS TO DO WHAT
THEY DID FRIDAY MORNING.

JUST TRY TO IMACGIWE 1T: PERFORMING A SIMPLE LICEXNSE-PLATE
CHECK ALONG SOUTH DIXIE HIGHWAY...THEN BEING SNUFFED OUT IN A
HAIL OF GUNFIRE. BUT THE COURAGE CAME IN-BETWEEN. WHILE

THE OUTLAWS WERE CONTINUING TO FIRE RAPIDLY AT THE FBIL
AGENTS...THOSE AGENTS WERE ALTERNATELY HOLDING FIRE AND
TRYING TC PROTECT INNOCENT PEOPLE DRIVING BY...AND TRYING

T0 PROTECT THEMSELVES BY FIRING AT THE OUTLAWS.

1T TAKES A VERY SPECIAL XIND OF PERSON TO STAND THERE
BEING SHOT-AT, AND PARTICULARLY BEING SHOT-AT WITH
AUTOMATIC WEAPONS...AND TO HOLD YOUR FIRE WHILE SOME
UNAWARE INDIVIDUAL DRIVES OR WALKS BY. FRANKLY, 1T
GOFS AGAINST ALL HUMAN INSTINCTS...AND IT TAKE A GREAT
DEAL OF ATTENTION TO TRAINING TO MAKE 1T WORK.

WHEN INCIDENTS OCCUR SUCH AS THAT ONE, 1 ALWAYS THINK

HOW GRATEFUL WE OUGHT TO BE THAT THERE ARE SUCH PEOPLE
WORKING FOR US. IT MAKES A'L THE CREEPS WHO MASQUARADE

AS COPS AND WORK FOR THE OUTLAWS ALL THE MORE LANMENTABLE
AND DISGUSTING...AND 1T SHOULD MAKE THE REST OF US ALL

THE MORE PROUD THAT THERE ARE STILL YOUNG PEOPLE WILLING

TO BECOME POLICE OFFICERS, FB1 AGENTS AND MILITARY PERSONNEL.

FRIDAY'S MURDERS AND WOUNDINGS OF SOME OF OUR FINEST OUGHT
TO MAKE US ALL AWARE OF THE PRIDE WE OUGHT TO HAVE AND
THE ADMIRATION WE SHOULD HOLD FOR THE REST OF THEM.

‘ 1I'M STEVE DAILY, AND THAT'S MY OPINION.

4330 Northwes! 2071h Drive. Miami. Fionda 33055
Dade (305;624-6101 Broward (305) 763-7222
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FBI Tr ammg

* Sets The Standard
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Heio ure-mase theughts abul the Fedital Sut tihg e drami (BrIRE)
Bureaw of Investigation as we approach Law 1y
> OUp the duv that FBI agents Jerry Dove and - - e
Bemamin Girgan were killed in a Miams shontout. rzevng

; avLut 75 graduates of the FBI academy from this
. R R, i R o e mat™
area bad gathereg on tae Faim
Beach Courty sher!['s firing
range for a2 dov of relraining,
reminiscirg and fellowship
s As Paim Beach Police
' Chiel Joseph Torhzrese re
calls, the¢ were mustly Tocal
¢ pouce chiefs and vther ranking
3 officers. and about a dozen FBI
ageats T was the anncal get
teg-iner for alomm of the bu
TCGU'S prostegio 8 training oty
icademy ot Quaiticu, Vo 1 2/
_ “We pot the phone call ot ¢
Tetout E 2 a . ane R were o sturned tal § s
boars. Tordizaese <aid "W vanvelee the e of
L piagram of :‘»uw 124 tr.:urw,-n'.cn; 2
Ties Rave dher ~i abbles and jeal Yagsied bat when
men go dean L oputll wodddnt belier e the
» cariaraderte thai i foll throughout the 1 w on-
forcerent comaaunity

L S — 1)

Evervone w s stirred b that tereshic waeot-

g whoh IofU a3 ms 0 2€ 578 e weanded

The out poLnIng af svm [u". from all ovir the

Yatien ke s caies ele SR nation s rvg.udf T

QW —:.-n.'urcerm*r.! cfiicery n general I wondereg !

1 didn't aiso suggest that the FBI has iotally
‘merged fram it Jdark days of the epcly 19570

I\LC\)LD UI a terlain Fi 1€ Td LU hlu Femwen
ter when U G-Men. as they were called a Ieu
decades agn were pational heroes In the Depres-
sion of the 1650x the countny expenienced a wave
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of ' nk robbene: and killings at the hones of
min 2= pasgsters Then ap imorraptble fire
brarz numeg Jehn Fogar Houver 1ok vwer @
tarricoed fudzral cpency and weapped it into a
giserroned liwcafore et team The pen FRI
made ko dlines by trackong down dody Dillinger,
George - £3:'.ne Guny Kolly and other killers

1. e the much-gh ficd Haover becacnie a
vicunt of ke own power and ego He outgrew the
conot of Conpress 20 d even prosidens With s
patatord 3%0ul cmnmmunst sub version from wath-
12 be had his apents spy on pelitical dissenters.
After hi deuth Conytes learned that @ few agents
had sioppe? aulaide the law. even cumainutted bur-
£ ey, i ther eeal e pather evicerce 2gamst
poople be perceived a- vnemies. )

Qgreay mors! suffered in those days as the
F DI last public estevri. But i all of Hoover s sins,
¥he rank and file Jgerts ~ontinved to perform hog-
»ty and effactively In 1962 they were given
nares wrasdicuon over drug crures yet po oge
ver R of corraption within ikt blue-ribbor
hureay

In c andor it m:i b be a€dcd tha: most of the
Pres. waroam the F21 woudd operate inere openly
Tite barean o Tz ete o b pitac through
dvsi, dotee S usT el whowe mtethind ey wll
LNl Ral Ld SeTrTith an they proh e te mere
hin thOT 38T, tame and sornad ninnbe)
. Mot monomer e would ks wisdre
soomcraroprder M omew Jendishup of o
!'."_‘1"!_.' nedoe Wotlan: Webseer, tne FRE iz 1,
Bioogors Lo other law-enforocment ofopoes Iod].
fraant W) s agaris afve pracuasos n 1w,
accoun g or cher abprupreate specsniie g
pobit opariments &l aver e veuniny e for
scarce ~Jows n s natvona! academ s Parily be

B e o

cause of the turs uy's poce-seiling over the yoan,
pobee traitamg ar ail hovelds has irproved dramati
cally Ir Jut » ponaralinn,

B Rugpe the lat eduios of The Miarr Nev
veeg Lo Wit about the an~vient hat browpghl s
raizeing orogran 1o the Mazim Foluoe Dejartment
in the 194y Ac was s cusann, the danartiuent
onc day bur a badge 527 & gun oa a brand pew
applicant and a.agned Lim to direct traffic o
guwnicwn Flagior Streel. "~ eaa,

Tokin, b5 nuw authority 3~risi iy, the reokse
shouted at 2 ;avwalker to retutn to the curd. RWhen
the pederirian either di¢ not Lear the order or
fgnored it, the off.cer raised his bew pistol and
fired Fortunaiels. bus &ty was even poorer than
his iQ The tuliet went wild and lodged In the
bathroom rmusror of 3 hotel roomn overiooking the
sireet The druinmer who bad been sbtaving in
freat of the mirror packed up and left Miami, the
officer was relieved forthwith. and the city fatbery
met (0 estabhish a police acacerny. 5ill Raggs. §
should corcede. was [amiliar with the device
calle literary license.

Today. ¢.ery urban police o'7iceT has atteps-
ed u police acudomy Salarius are betlor bt they ,
arent greas wren Jre consider the ricke an ofbrcer |
assumes a=d e CTRLSINE Ua03T, S reghine j
meus Tercere repurts thal mare Lien 90 per-
cent of us mersare evllece griduate, and than
otht > .re :-..na college work

The fon- Ve anamproy ne relamd for law-
enicoement ofi mers ot all devels pooall dwiiise
the s am i "L 10 Codt win a3 rs sarg!s Yo
WSt aoviely il sty beriiss pewr v v Shanty
aw enfores v ke peaplo wroprynto teo b ag
2 few o' vonrofessons ducrno b oesase ey

want to ge. oo Bt lalse by e ve e vt
5 onnportam

[———
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> | Miami FBI shoot-out
influenc_es governor

AUSTIN —~ A sghoot-out in
Miami that Jeft two FB] agents
dead and five wounded inspired
Gov. Mark White on Thursday to
buy $131,000 worth of semiauto-
matic rifles for Texas Department
of Public Safety troopers.

White said & c¢riminal justice
grant will provide 435 gdditional

A asa B s e—
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*Mini 14" semiautomatic rifles for
officers in such high-risk units as
narcotics, intelligence and motor
vehicle theft. The grant also will
pay for 43 body armor vests.
“Looking at the weapon power
alone, it [the Miami shoot-out] was
not a fair fight,” he said. “This
incident raised serious questions
about how adequately armed our
Iaw enforcement officers are to
face odds agpainst a heavily armed
assajlant.” .

w

S

B

i

j}o'" Page 232
Eoton BROWARD
+April 25, 198¢

.lel

| -

H

]

':C'-l‘h:hu

oo

Clars*cotion

S4-n-g; Onge

MIAM]

V.Jexrnp
Ay
&'. -

i



.Matix

Seat

wvestigatling Burnett and his com-

Ci-dast June, the dissgreement came to a bead.

Nebraskan says

e c— .

DAN CHRISTENSEN
L) Bews R aprior

Ten months before Bill Matix and Michael Plan
killed two Miami FBI agents in the bloodiest gunfight
in FBI history, 8 Nebraske man geerses~wo -
stys, the pair abducted him and : TN
threatened to kill him — over a ~
business deal.

“They were bloodcurdling
characters. They terrified me.”
said Earle M. “Tad" Burnett Il
“They told me they were going
to dismember me.”

U.S. postal authorities are In-

pany, focusing on complaints that Matix
Burnett sold defective vending machines through the
mail, said Art Thompson, a U.S. postal inspector in
Omaha Burnett declined comment on the probe.

Matix and Plait bought vending machines from
Burnett. That purchase led to the alleged abduction
and, subsequently, a lawsuit filed by Matix accusing
Burnett of slander.

According to the court file of the slander suit, ob-
tained from a county court in Lincoln, Neb., Matix
and Piatt purchased vending machines {rom Burnett
in early 1985,

in an Interview with The Miaml News, Burnpett
said the 10 reconditioned cigarette, candy and soda
machines cost Matix and Platt $10,000.

“They got in touch with me after they saw an ad
in USA Today,” said Burnett. *“} got the impression
they were going to starl a route. They told me they
were in with the local boys down there, criminals,
but I took that with & grain of salt.”

Burnett, 59, owner of Frost Corp., said that shortly
after Matix and Platt bought the machines they de-
cided they no longer wanted 10 go into the business
:};d shipped them back o Nebraska in damaged con-

tion.

“They demanded to be given thelr money back. I
4didn’t refund them any money, but sent them a letter
telling them that when the machines were fixed up
and resold that they would get some back,” saig Bur-
Bett.

Matix, however, contended in papers filed to sup-

- port his slander sult that the vending machines were

returned because they didn't work and claimed Bur-
oetl misled him about a refund.

Burnett, in a counterclaim filed in the slander case, '
said he was leaving home for work about 7:30 a.m.
.;llme 1385 e was “accosted” by Metix, 32, and

att, 35.

T

They “indicated to (Burnett) that they were armed
with a hend gun and knives and that they would kill
¢him) unless he refunded the entire amount of the sale
price to them Immediately,” the counterclaim szys.
*During this conversation William Matix and Michae!
Piatt each kept his hand in his pocket and each made
certain gestures that indicated that he had 3 weapon
inside his pocket.”

Matix’s account of the Incident makes no mention
of the alleged abduction at Burnett's home.

Burnett, who said he later learmed that the pair
had watched him for two days before confronting
him, said Matix and Platt used the abduction to play
“a good guy-bad guy routine™ with him.

"Matix appeared to be the perfect gentleman most
of the time,” he said. “Ninety percent of the threats
came from Platt, but {t was obvious they were work-
ing together.”

Burnett said he stalled for time, telling Matix and
Platt that he couldn't get any money until the banks
opened later that morning. He said that after the pair
forced him to accompany them, he suggested they go
downtown for breakfast. He recommended a place he
knew pclice were sure to be, he said.

Matix and Burnett's accounts agree on what hap-
pened next.

“While at Kuhl's Restaurant eating breakfast,
{Burnett) suddenly jumped to his feel and ran to a te-
ble where several Lincoln police officers were sitting
and complained in a voice that could be heard
throughout the establishment that (Matix) was
threatening 1o kill (Burnett),” states Matix’'s com-

faint.
P Sgt. Adolph Hynek was one of the officers at the
restaurant that day. )

“It all happened so fast | thought it was a joke,”
Hynek said in an Interview. *I remember Burnett
saying, ‘Help. These guys want to get me." ™

The startied police tock Matix and Platt outside
and searched them and their rental car for weapons.
None were found and no charges were flied.

*“We checked them out, but it looked like they
(Matix and Platt) had a legitimate complaint,” said
Sgt. Richard Kohles. “No charges were filed because
there was nothing to back up Burnett's statement.”

Matix and Platt, furious about Burnetl's story to
police, began looking for a lawyer. Across the sireet
from the restaurant they found the office-of-Stanley

D. Cohen.
- “They were angry because they had -been ac-
cused,” Cohen said. “They wanted to be vindicated.”
Cohen agreed 1o take the case for $200, court costs
ané 40 percent of whatever was recovered from Bur-

pett. He filed suit Aug. 20 alleging that Matix was

, Platt menaced him

—_—
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“humiliated and embarrassed™ by the reporied death
threat.

*“(Matix) furTher alleges that the allegations made
by (Burnett) were for the sole purpose of having (Ma-
tix} arrested s0 he could not collect the money that
was rightfully his,” Matix’s complaint states.

The case never went to trial. Plat! and the police
were to have been Malix's witnesses, Cohen said.

“I never realized that there was any possibility
that Platt and Matix were serious,” said Cohen, who

only yesterday learned that Matix and Platt had been

killed in the FBI shootout in Kendall that also left five
agents wounded. ] guess 1 enteriain that possibility
pow. "t ——

Burnett, who had not been questioned by the FB]
about his encounter with the killers, said he feels

—

Jucky to be alive today.

"I kept wiping my eyes when I read abodtthem in
the newspaper. I just couldn't believe it,” said Bur-
nett. “I remember they calied me an old man and said
that because of that they could outwit me. They told
me that when you get old, the brain deteriorates ... |
had never been talked to like that.”

Detective Kohles said that Lincoin police were
sympathetic with Matix and Platt.

Thompson, the postal inspector. said Matix and
Platt never complained to the Postal Service, but
Kohles said Lincoin police investigated their com-
plaints about Burnett and turned the matteLover 1o
the FBIL

A spokesman for the FBI in Lincoln declined com-
ment.
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MIAMI — A dispute about vending machines
10 monihs before ihe bioodiest shoot-oui in FBI
bistory escalated to abduction and death
threats, says a Nebraska man whose business
dea] with slain bank robbery suspects Bill Matix
and Michael Platt turned sour.

“They were bloodcurdling characters,” Earle
M. “Tad” Burpett II told the Miami News in a
story published Wednesday. ““They told me they
were going to dismember me."

The accusations prompted Matiz to file a
~ ;La::f:‘ic}gvisiwt against Burnett, who filed a

The business deal began in early 1985, when
Matix and Platt bought 10 vending machines for

| Dispute with slain
gunmen recaliled
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$10,000 from Burmett, who is being investigated
by U.S. postal autborities because of complaints
that be soid defective vending machines through
the mail. ———

Burpett, 59, said that shortly after Matix and
Platt bought the machines, they shipped them
back to Nebraska in damaged condition.

“They demanded to be given their money
back,” Burnett said. "I didn't refund them any
money, but sent them a letter telling them that
when the machines were fired up and resold
that they would get some back.”

Burnett said that the two Miami men thanged
their minds about going into the vepding busi-
‘pess. But in his suit Matix claimed the machines
were returned because they didn't work.

—

“Wareit's sult claims be was leaving bome for
work one morning last June when he was “ac-
costed” by Matix, 32, and Platt, 35. *~———

They “indicated to [Burnett] that they were
armed with a band gun and knives and that they |
ywould kil) [him) unless be refunded the entire |
{amount of the sale price to them immediately,” |
the counterclaim says. “During the conversation ]
William Matix and Michael Platt each kept his
band in his pocket and each made certain ges- °
fures that indicated that he had a weapon inside
his pocket” :
< “Matix appeared to be the perfect gentleman
most of the time,” be said ‘mty %ercent of
the threats came from Platt, but it was cbvious
they-were-working together.” —

e
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Riverside victim’s & %™
‘husband died
in FBI melee S

By Michael J.-ﬁé‘r-en's

Dispotch Police Reporter
iy repcriy

® wWilliam R. Matix, a former Dela-

A man killed in the Miami shootout had

)

ware, Ohio, man who police say killed
two FBI agents Friday near Miami, was
Tarried Lo one of two technicians who
#ere gagged, bound and stabbed to
death in Riverside Hospital in 1983.
Matix, 34, and Michael Lee Platt, 32,
died in a gun battle. Two FBl agents also
died, and five other agents were wound-

Matix and Platt had been linked to at
Jeast a half-dozen bank and armored car
robberies in Dade County, Fla, during
the last year, said law enforcement offi-
cials,

Columbus police said federal offi-
cials told them last night of the death of
Matix, once considered a possible sus-
pect in his wife's slaying.

Matix's wife, Patricia, 30, and Joyce
McFadden, 33, research assistants at
Riverside Hospital, were slain in a hos-
pita) laboratory Dec. 30, 1983. Columbus
Rolice have not solved the killings.

Capt. Antone Lanata said last night,

been married to one of the hospital

< L - 6 -

“We looked hard at the man. We fol-
lowed him around. We looked for girl-
{ri