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SUBJECT: ELIZABETH ANN SHORT, a.k.a.

"THE BLACK DAHLIA"
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SUBJECT: | | SHORT MURDER CASE, e
10S ANGELES, CALIFORNIA ke ————
‘ ke, ponningIi
\ W e
At the &bove time, Special Agent @S the Weshington Field %
—  office dalled and advised that » QI ‘eshington correspondent b

s Angeles Times," had requested telephonically eny information tha

the Burfeu had concerning e

P = tated he hed L
received & wire from his peper requesting information in the possession of __—’_-_;"",_"*t_:;..
the Fureau, as well as Army or Navy, concerning who allegedly was or
was to be arrested in connection with the murdér of the Short girl whom, it
will be recalled, was found in 2 M mutilated condition.-

The sbove information was conveyed to Assistent Director Nichols
who steted thet WP should be advieed that the Bureeu was in no position
to comment on this matter and thet 1t was & metter of local jurisdiction and,

o accordingly, the Bureau must be most hesitant in inserting itself into such
L \ e metter. Thie answer vas conveyed to Specisl Agent W vho stated that
\ e vould contact @esrd edvise him of the ebove.
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"% cC - Los Angeles with copy o

January 22, 1947

N
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Dea & ‘éz17"£;:—‘
" (2 - 5
The 6%fo¥mction set forth in your
Jetzer dated Jonuoy 10, 1047, has been noted
and your thoughtfylness in writing as you dic’

is indeed cpprecipied.

Jincerely yours,

John Ideoar Hoouer _
Director b/’l/

J

v
o v,\d\
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Attention, SAC: For your in
action you deem necessary :
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January 19, 1947 .
-

Dear lre Hoover?
I hove a suggestione "picck Dahia,”
r1izabeth Short, Los Angeles, Califs
i, JSz-xarine
2. Tcce - white
3. Age = 26 to 30
4, Fair - Red Iicndeong
5. Leight - cbout 160 1bs
6o Irish ond Inglish
g, 5! 210" tall
8, Checik cll camps in Calife cnd rhospitel
o, Tithin & recks nurcer be ccicrht

I hope Yyou find these help the policé,



Hagel M

i
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CONF WASHINGTON 1, WASHINGTON FIELD 1, LOS ANGELES 1 AND

-.1 FROM NEYW YORK
1Y/ %

UNKNOWN SUBJECT., LLI7ADETH6§H0RT,

25 1-55 Pl

VICTIN, JURDER MISC. INF

vICTId” ALSO KMOuNM AS BLACK ! AhL[Q NURDERED JAN.

SEVEN. 'RVTEL FROM LA TO DIRECTOR A

. TRUE NAME OF SUSPECT

SUICIDE
'SUSPECT CONFINED AT

" BSFER1

END P

FIFTEEN, EORTY 1Y,
ND NY DATED JAN. TWENTYTHIRD

Mz. -

Vae. 4%
TR
By, S
1ip, Derdem o oooem

Mz, Penntalfit® oo

.
sr. Qdinn Tasnmo...

My, Nepse...co--mt

Aise Guad¥ean oot




CONF.

— SUSPECT HAD SICK LEAVE AT HOME FROM

FORTYFIVE TO AUG. NINE FORTYFIVE.

-HE WAS TWENTYFIVE OF AGE WHEN INTERVIEWED, WHITE, BORN IN

GRADUATED FROM HIGH SCHOOL, CLAIMED NO

U

@0 R
. PRIOR POLICE RECORD AND WORKED. IN —FOR A YEAR AND HALF. |

SIX MONTHS, AND LAST EMPLOYED AS




PAGE THREE., CONF.

SUSPECT ADVISAED- IS A MENTAL CASE.

~-NO FULL DESCRIPTION

AVAILABLE IN NY. UASH FIELD ASCERTAIN aooresses ( EEG—_-

SECURE DESCRIPTION, PHIOTO
TS'FROM Aco/chonns.

BACKGROUND AND LEADS #8 AS TO HEREABOU
CONDUCT SAME TYPE INVESTIGATION BY CHECKING DEMOBILIZED DERSONNEL o

" ARMY R*‘COPDS—CONDUCT DISCREET INQUIRY AT LAST

(OWN HOME ADDRESS OF SUSPECT AND FAMILY AT
IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH BACKGROUND AND WHEREABOUTS OF SUSPECT AT

COMMISSION OF MURDER, JAN. FIFTEEN, LAST— CHECK

FOR ADDRESSES - CHECK MAIL T
NDUCT IMMEDIATE IVVESTIGATION

SUTEL BUREAU AND LOS ANGELES, ORIGIN AND CO

,,,,,,

'SCHEIDT Seal
ST, LOUIS ADVISED.




w« TWENTY THREE LAST, AL§O ¢ONFERENCE TELETYPE FROM NEW YORK,

U AR

\p‘\}’ ~ TELETYPE 1 LOS ANGELES 1 aunmu

CONFF 3o ANGELES 1 BUREAU 1 FROM q/- 26 ],‘.;.. e
URGENT _ E l ;

" DNKNOWN SUBECT, - ELIZABETH(%HORT_ VICTIM,. munm:n, MISCELLANEO ,

43 RE TENETYPE LOS ANGELES TO-AND ST. LOUIS, SANUARY.

| sANUARYIVENTY F IVL” PURCHASED HOUSE AT

—ABOUT SEPTEMBER NINETEEN FORTY FIVE
anp s resioep ATW SINCE THAT DATE AND HAS JMADE 17
EXTENSIVE JHERATIONS AND REPAIRS TO HeMENEE HOUSE. MOTHER,

OUNS ‘ PRESENTLY CLOSED AND
! MOTHER GONE ’REMARRIED ABOUT EASTER,

NINETEEN FORTY SIX 'ro'cmnu-n NAMED QUOTE S I0EN
NAME Possxaw‘rnu caliroaum, BELIEVED TO BE LO'S PR
AN%;!_:ES. ACQUAINTANCES THIN'ND, MARRIED ¢ P
NEW YORK CITY. poL1c, QRIS
s ovs N AND SAW HIM AT—

G J; NUAKY FOURTEEN LAST. GHENENNES
S ;D ’ THIS STORE PRODUGED - ﬁ,»ﬁ
",( n’ﬁ

RECORDS AND ADVISEDGUNSENRD HAS ACCOUNT AT STORE. —0"

- IN STORE A% AND MADE PURCHASE ON JANUARY FOURTEE’: NINETEEN bq‘

FORTY SEVEN, « HE Anvzssn‘m: WAS DRIVING TO

\WHO FLEW TO '

o




—_ o _ , ' ¢
SEEe - os171vE G HAS BEEN IV @D CONTINUOUSLY
DURING LAST FEW MONTHS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF FEW DAYS SPENT 1 ¢
IONAL ONE DAY TRIPS TO

PAGE TWO ' ‘ . ', |
b/l

IN ABOUT CHRISTMAS AND OCCAS

puates, W, * VINETEEN FORTY

o . S=0:, COLOR BLACK SERTAL

NUMBER ~ ACQUAINTANCES.
wvxsz’v‘zw HEAVY DRINKER, SPENDS MONEY FREELY, :
%S NOT EMPLOYED - [

@R ! VA
. R°RELAY FOR LOS A AL



copf WASH 11 AND HYC 3 FROM LOSA 23  3-17 Pu L]
IRECTOR SAC NEW Y%RK URGENT =X b/I{(

UNSUB., ELIZABETH SHORT, VlCTlm, 'MURDER, INFO CONCERMNING.
=CON“IECTIO\ WITH 1 HVESTIGATION OF BRUTAL | WURDER OF ELIZABETH SHO
“ZL'N L.A. JAN FIFTEENTH NINETEEN FORTY SEVEN REQUEST ASSISTANCE
EOF BUREAU IN DETERMINING IDENTITY OF SUSPECT IDENTIFIED ONLY

,'IIDENTIF I E

"IN US ARKY

"wnrs— KILLED THEIR CHILD AND COMMITTED

sutcive.  aFTeER THIS EVEN (I WENT T p1ECES o '
'?g—mp WAS PLACED IN PSYCHO WARD FOR ‘
’ TREATMENT; HIS PRESENT WHEREABOUT UNKNOWN. (T IS BELIEVE]_""
WAS DISHARGED FROM ARMY | UNDER SECTION EIGHT, PSYCHO NEUROSIS.

[
A
3
3
=

oﬁ“‘{

NEWSPAPER MORGUE IN ATTEWM’”

- T0 IDENTIFY SUSPECT AND’ASCERTAIN BACKGR QHND \{HEREABQUTS ,
ANB DESCR!PTlON.

DISCHARGE AND ANY ADDrTEowAL.,lLyE
HOOI)

&
PLS NOTE, THAT '\m ST. LOUIS WILL BE ADVls'éD N

ACK PLS

FSBFEB 1,3 1947‘,,
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' DERAL BUREAU or IRVESTIGA _— U Cc-ls_o
‘ED STATES DEPARTMENT QF Ji E b1
To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION.
' JA.thY 29, 194
Transmit thé following message o
’ GENT

SEARCHED THROUGH THIS

REURLET JANGARY T.ENTY &

ATTENTICH ’

S ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

FIFTH, pIIZASETH St iORT, JURDER LATENT FIK (GERFPRINT

~gREAUS STH GLE FINGZRPRINT FTLE #ITHOUT “FFECTING AN

IIEMIFICATIOH. COWFIRMING.
Jomt EDGAR HOOVER,DIRECTOR
FEL

Y

COPIES DESTROYED
833  NOV1S 1964

" Tolson
. TamE_ o
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WESTERN UNION 7%]1{«/
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,\$} To:  COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. " JANUARY 2k, 1947

o Y

RN
e

Sr =)
T, Z0SEen

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG. LON’
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Transmit the following message 10! gaptS I0S AHGEIL: p,-m., YER YORK

URSUB, ELIZ RHORT, VICTII. RE 148 ANAELES WIRE JAKUARY TVERTY TiREE.

LTS OF IINVELTICATION REQUISTED Rb""’i"I‘C" TELL TTPE.
LOS ANGELES RE 1 ALERT TO AND ADVISE BUREAU OF ALL DEVELOPYENTS.

CONSIDER UFAP POSSYBILITIET IT IE "RCESSARY JURISDICTIONAL FACTS ARE

DEVELOPED.
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Office Memorandum - UNITED AY
_ L))

" 6814
S GOVERNMENT

10 THE DIRECTOR _ re. 1-30-47 ), e
— / S
‘ FROM = Mr. Edw, A, Tamm ~_ '

SUBJECT: ./

In connection with our effort to assist the local authorities
by securing Social Security iniorm:&n regarding a suspect in con=
nection with the murder of Elizabe hort at Los Angeles, you inquire
as to whether Social Security lets us have any information. &4

During the war, by special arrangement, Social Security f
us confidentially with jnformation based on our certification that it was needed
in connection with a case growing out of the war and having to do with such
matters as Espionage, Sabotage and subversive activities. You will recall that
just recently they wrote saying that since the President has issued the proclama:
terminating hostilities it would now be necessary to say specifically the case
arbse during and out of the war. We sent a protest to the Attorney General
explaining that we now have cases which have arisen since the cessation of -
hostilities which are at least as important if not more so than those during the
war and :e_quested him to effect arrangements whereby we could receive this

The instant request to Social Security appeared to be an excellent
opportunity to get on record asking for assistance in apprehending the
perpetrator of a most heinous murder. If they comply, it will be a precedent
and if they refuse it will be an excellent instance to cite in our efforts to

Ca.in access to their records., The request was delivered by hand but the

reply has not been forthcoming as yet. You will be advised immediately.
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FEDERAL BUBEAU OF I@VESTIGATIOn
UNITED STATES>DEPARTMENT OF JUBTICE

- -

ROUTINE
To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. JANUARY 31, 1047 A

Transmxt the following message to:LOS ANGELES

——

moni SUBJECT. KLIZABETH SHOBT, VICTIN, WURDER. SOCIAL SKQURITY
ADMIFISTRATION FORMALLY REFUSES TO COOPERATE BT FURNISHING DATA OF
—  VICTIM'S EMPLOYMENT RECOED.

Ed
&

HOOVER b‘lU

e
7 el

Mr. Tolsen

——————

Wr. €. A, Tomm

e

Mr. Clegg

sttt

Mr. Glavin

- e ———————

Mr. Ladd
i ——

-. Nichels
M

Traey

Mr. ———————
mr. Rowon | e
e, CATSOR e
Wy, Coftey o —
Mr, NORGOR
Mr. Noltomen
r. quine Yomes

M. SOUD e

m-" & VT

TR
SENT VIA
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#Federal Bureau of Inuestigation

Ynited States Bepartment of HJustice
10s Angeles (13) California
January 31, 1547

pDirector, FBI

W sttention: IDENTIFICATICE DIVISION
\ (STYGLE FINGERFRINT SECTION)
. A}
Re: ELIZABEIE 5
TFORATICN CONCERNIIG

near ZSir:

. There are enclosed herewith three photographs of fingerprints
remoyed from an anonymous letter adéresses to the Los Angeles Police
oeparitent concerning the mutilation murder of ELIZABETH SEORT.

It is requested that these prints be shecked through the Single

Fingerprint Jection end if an identification js made that this office
be notified by teletype {mmediately. In the event an identification
is not mede from these prints, it- is requested that same be reteined
in the Single Fingerprint section for possible future identification.

W

Tery truly yours,

Y 7_;;. i

B S Y
}) R £
L F. B. IOD
mel. (3) b,\l/\
» :

ANSD
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SAC, los Angoles
nirectar,

“LITABETH SHCRT
: z:';m;%u&mu CONCPRITIO

Raference 8

immrossions
tnree photographs of latent
?omnc%mn with the sbove-entitled nattar, youwr

"commumcmows SECTION

vevny

[~

S
P.M.

FEDERAL BUREAY OF INVESTIGATION

= Nasze v, 8. Igzwmm%usnos
B e P 3 Y N [’ B at

HEREEETET R

o)

b

rabruary 15, 1947

rade to your letter of Junuary 31, 1947, sub-

for examination in
£ile :;-"62-2928,

are advised that the four mmnt_fmgerprints a;ge;riix.}g
in the tog were sesrched the g:roxgle 1£m e » ned
but no identifications were effecteds. The phgr agrap retal
for any future comparisons which might. ba dos .
e P 62=E2627 =12 ‘
. .
)

o |

12
t
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" PEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATICN 65754
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Date recorded: 2-4-47 9100 AM

Single Fingerprint Report

- v
Case: RE; ELIZABETH SHORT Number: o & SLE L7/
" IWPORMATION CONCERNTNG

gpecimens: Three photographs of latent impressions, submi thed for fingerprint
— examinatione.

Examlna.tlon requested by: SAC, Los Angeles

Date received: 2.3-47 - bll

Da.te of reference communication: 1-31-=47

Examination requested: Fingerprint _ ‘ b"/

~

Result of examination: Exgmination by:_

T ﬂ!’“rD:\ Ty TTUATM

Lo Lodeva

SFP-27




ly Unlted Press < . )

' LOS ANGELES, Jan. 20-—A shabbily

dressed young.Army veteran, Danlel 8.

_Yoorhees, was booked on suspicion of
murdering Elizabeth -Short today after
he sighed a five-word. confession ad-
mitting the slaying of the 22-yee.r-old
Black Dahla.

- Police were not convlnced of Voor-
hees' guilt, and were awaiting further
word from another “confessed slayer,”
who had promised to give himself up
at 10 a. m. today, almost two weeks
after the girl’s mutilated body was
found in & Jover's lane.

““Voorhees' confession read:
e Xdid kill ‘Beth Short” :
: mpufy his statement.

. ».,

Dahlia was his statement that he’
dated her in 1941 and had seen her |
several times since. .

“I was out with her twg week?s‘ ago'
he sald, “I took her on the bus.”

He refused to tell wherdhe took her.

As far as police know, Miss Short
first came to Californis in 1943, two
vears after Voorhees said he dated her,

Police said they would not try to
give Voorhees a lie detector test until
he had recovered from his “bewildered
and befuddled” state.

Voorhees said he was hooked on &
rape charge in Phoenix in 1841 but did
not serve time.. He said he was re-

" |leased to serve in the Air Corps.

Then he contradicted himself a.nd
said his Army service began in 1943,

N

said the note. :

Police also questioned Cleo SN
| estranged father of the- ‘dead gir
a second time and. released him,

A one-time ‘roommate of. the- di@

girl, 16-year-old Lynn Martin, told po-
lice more of her own experiences than
of Miss Short’s. She was to be ques-’ -

oned again today. . R -
t!1'I‘he girl, who masquemded as 'Y lfl-

'y

not 1941. He was released in 1943 stm
8 private. - £
The other "slayer” backed down yes-
terday in & new not,e asking for t.erms

“old model, admitted an acqual -
with free-lance  PHotograpHs
George Price, . 43, and - “sald: she had
de for him for’ lewd

Washington News

1-28-47
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

MemUmndum < UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN

DATé: January 29, 19L7

P o

Offxc

TO

« ROSEN

- FROM : Co We EVAN}](V

SUBJECT:  UNKNOWN S¥BJECT;
' ELIZABETE*SHORT, VICTIM;
\URDER: MISCELLANEOUS

mmmngm CONCERNING : 5 8
ETH JSHORT e
ed in the Times~ tiss Gendy_ __— _ —

. With regja.rd 40 the newspaper clipping which ap;;at
. 2erald on January 29, 1947, indicating that Daniel S&.Voorhees, with alias Dan .
& gred to the los Angeles Police Départment and had admitted

oorhees, had surrend
"the murder of the victim, Elizabeth Short, who is also xnown as the "Black Dahlia",
tne newspaper artick€]indicated & Voorhees had previously been arresced DL INZ”

(/ in Phoenix, .Arizona, for Iabe




e

Mr. Tolson

Mr. E. A. Tamm_

f Mr. Clegg
' Mr. Glavin

/\ Mr. Ladd

i Mr. Nichols -
//;9/77 ' ﬂ“j’ Q&r Rosen_ ¥
— ~—" - N\Mr. Tracy

‘ | v N
$ Dan‘e( 5_‘5, /Ocv ;teej }r. Carson
AMr. Egan

vy /’.
'%“ 7“ 4( M":Z:: = el . Mr. Gurnea
Vo G/L‘«AA—«] Mr. Harbo

Mr. Hendon

2 Aoy / LA, é’ 2artd? L Mr. Jones
—_— ; (‘.’ Mr. Leonard
'f't.,.; M,‘f Mr. Pannington__
b Mr. ann Tamm_
Mr . Nedhse
Mis& ddy

WASHINGTON TIMES HERALD
i DATE /= 2.9=



ny Longer’
33-year-old Muq

Denies Writing Notes

1.0S ANGELES, Jan. 28 (AP).
Police Capt. Jack Ponchoe 8l
nounced late tonight that & 33
year-old man had walked into po-
lice headquarters and said he
«wanted to confess” to the sadis-
tic killing of Elizabeth Short, 22,
whose - nude, bisected body Wwas
found in & wvacant 1ot here re-
cently. . S

The man, dressed In tan work

;Penfs:._sreeg;’mort.\shirt.;his.zgon— :

‘pericurly hatr . bareh headed, . was
booked on- suspicion of murder.

He¢ gave his name . as- Daniel 8.
”

Voorhees. - .
 A———
l¢Can’t Stand’It Any Longer”

«Just a short time ago,” said
Donohoe, “a man telephoned po-
‘lice headquarters and said «Y can't
stand it any jonger—I want to
confess to the murder of the Black
Dahlla’® 0 - ,

That was the way friends of
the former Hyde Park, Mass., girl
referred to:her, because of hej
penchent for wearing black cloth
ing to match her raven tresses.
aghortly after we received th
! » gaid . Donohoe,
s man walked into the :homi-
cid{ department and said T can’t
stand ‘it ‘any longer—Y_want to
confess to the Bisck Dahlia’s mur-
der' - TR

Has Family in Phoenix
S—————
. - Donohue said that after the man

! was booked, giving several down-
own hotels as his residence, he
was turned over for- questioning
by Dr. Paul De River, police v

had “come to no definite conclu-

aid, after 8

sion.”

among the man’s

8. Voorhees.”

ing:

chest.”

am. tomorrow.

PHOENIX, Ariz.,
The Phoenix police
bureau said tonight & man who
|gave his name s Dan YVoorhees
had been arrested here Tive times,

The bureau sald that Voorhees,

arrested in 19

showed no

played & sheet of paper
‘|was written, «1 did kil
ghort,” which was signed

Parrett said Voo

daughter in Phoenix,
declined to iden_tifyvj‘;hem.
‘| Mainst “Gét 1t Off My CHest’
Barrett quoted Voorhees 8 583

OR1SL.
The_psychiatalst, sald
preliminary examination, that he

- Détective Ed Barrett, who Wes
questioners, dis~
on which -
Elizabeth
“Daniel

hees told him
nine-year-old
Ariz,, but

#1 am so sick I can't stand it.
1 simply had to get it off. my

He denied having writfen any

cards to police, one of which said

the._slayer would surrender',a,t 10

Jan. 28 (AP).
identification

W

Tase, gave his 8ge as. 25..Records

n of the case.

WASHINGTON TIMES HERALD
DATE Z = -

Mr. Tolson____
Mr. E. A. Tamm_
"Mr. Clegg
Mr. Glavin____
Mr. Ladd_____ -
Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tracy

Mr. Carson____
Mr. Egan

Mr. Gurnea

Mr. Harbo

Mr. Hendon____

Mr. Jones______
Mr. Leonard ____
Mr. Pennington__
Mr. Quinn Tamm_
Mr. Nease
Miss Gandy
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AS zm wasa FLD 4 LOSA 1-AFROM NEW YORK 2871=5T P* @l

/ IRECTOR AND SACS URGENT ’ B

UNSUB, ELIZABETHOSHORT, ViC., MURDER. MISCELLANEOUS INFO CONQERNING,

) FOLLOWING TELETYPE RECD FROM ST LOUIS QUOTE SPECIAL SEARCH conpuc-
asnfl

é’ TED F;_OR SERVICE RECORD PERTAINING T

WITH NEGATIVE m:sm.'rs. SEAR .

ALSO connuc'nzn IN CLINICAL RECORDS o (I voer REGISTER Nu%axn»'
WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS, _AGO ADVISES RE-

CORDS PROBABLY LOCATED IN ASH 'Z:”rbbf;nnc. RUC UNQUOTE.
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WASH FROM LOSA 16 23 5-11 P | N
DIRECTOR . URGENT g v

FORMERLY ATTACHED T0
THlS OFFICER SIGNED MEDICAL DISCHARGE ON SUSPECT

AND LAPD INTERESTED IN cowumcmm&mm
CASE. mEAc'

\ status (o o AS!O WHETHER .ON ACT

| Hoop Odled ldent. B l/y
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA™ N o
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU .ICE

To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION.
1-31-47

Transmit the following message to: ’
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VICTIM, YURDER, UISCELLANENTUS TNFOFMATIOR l

UNSUB. FLIZABETH @wfr,
¥A FILE, RO.

pry¥L ¥ROM NEW TORK JANUARY THENTIFIVE, L&ST.
| REFLECTS SUSPECT

CONCERNIRG.
‘LU

HONORAELY DISCHARGED FROM ARNY
PISABILITY CHECKS

CURREXYLY MAILED TO EIN, A8 OF DECEAERR THIETIONE, FORTIFIVE, u—_
CHECKS PRIOR 70 THIS TINE AND SUBSEQUEXE TO IR

DISCHARGE _IAILEG 10 HIN AT ADDPESS O
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_employment and other identifying data toncerning a suspecte
[ This letter was signed by you for delivery by a liaison repre=
/ sentative this morning in an effort to secure an immediate Tep

O]_(ﬁce Memomndum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO THE D_IREC'TOR . DATE: 1=29=47

eroM : MR. EDW. A. TAMM

’ ;.-' o .

susjecT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; '
ELIZABET HORT - VICTIM
MURDER AT LOS ANGELES

. vou will recall that as a matter of cooperation with
the local authorities in an effort +o solve this very vicioust,igl
murder, we prepared a letter to Social Security asking for .

The headlines on this morning's paper indicated that 1
suspect at Los Angeles has confessed the killinge Mr. Mumford
talxed telephonically with SAC Hood who advises that the polic
ore convinced the man i8S nental case and that he is'-not the
ctual killer. The Liaison Section is.accordingly taking the
tter you signed on to Social'Secwrjty thisnmprning in an effort

to cure the desired data concerning,? g“SUSpect. ﬁﬁ” .
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Oﬁib’e Memonmdum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

{

FROM . H. W. SMITg

suimcr

4 1947, and requested the criminpal record., if a of!

a murder case in Californias

The writer suggested that if(NENwas still interested,

/u later this morninge

"ACTION:-

N
) A
@1 FEB 20 1947

10 ,i ’4‘_” D. M. W - DATE: February 6,m-194575 -
, - 'l'a_nﬁ__..

of the U. P called at 12:30 a.m., February 6, - \ﬁi: ’éi'éi‘i:%gf;—_—:

' After checking m.th the Identification pivision, the writer
/ informed @ tbet no information could be furnished at this time.

ele, Roo
a suspect in the | o —

PE——

he might cal]J
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d 5AC, Los ‘ngeles . ’ - Jenuary 31, 1947
’ b

Director, FBI

EAY

&
SLIZARETH SHORT, VICTIMY, HURDER

Feference is mzuce Lo vour conierence ¥ire to the Bureau snt Xew® York
o4y cr January "3, 1047, regsrdirg +np above subject petters ,\d

1 gssprch vss made irn Wwe Identification Division to locste records on m

on‘:vho may be identical -ith the indivicusl mentioned ir referenced
teietyne. Ihree fingernrint racords which contain cards from +lx¢ Army vere

loented in the crimiral 7ilesj coples of these records ere enclosed, for your
{nvormction, o8 possitbly one T2V be identical wi¥th the ipfividuel in whoml you

are interested. There vere Torty-five ArTuY srints under the nuae ol — 1
r our non-criminel f1le, canscauently it was no% possible o Aeteraenewnich

3
of these might be 1dentieal 7itr subject

Enclosureg

B3
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Date: ji.nnlry 28, 1947

L Executive Director
Social Security Board 5
Washington, p. C.

ar Hoover, Director,

estigation }

From: Jobn Edg Federsl Buread of Inv

ELIZABETH SHORT

ece officisl of the Los Angeles
assistance in the investigation of the case of Elizabeth
14, l9“7, at 1.os M‘Cl‘..- v !

-a ruthless murder on January
ived considsrable newspaper
Department {nvestie

licity and at the present
The axisting lead st this tixne is & matter of

I is, therefore, requested
the Social Security
Number is jisted a8 0~
cerning her emplo
approxim‘tcly 22; height,
green. Information conta
in the handling of this




STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Oﬁic’e‘ "‘M‘emom‘ndzzm o _{_JNITED STATES GOV E’I;TI’\;IENT

TO : D. M. I_W » , paTE: January 30, 1947

FROM : E. G. Fiteh = it e
’;‘ﬁ 7 ¥e4EY A Tamm
- P [T
SUBJECT: ®1,JZABETH '‘SEORT R —

Ladd — 7

b?V e Vr. Nchols gz —
- s
The original of the attached letter to the Executive Director,igi Carsof

S Sl

. Ezan

ocial Security Board which requests the Social Security Board to " . Hendom
supply the Pureau with information from the Social Security records bzq e —
relative to Elizabeth Short, was delivered To by

to Deputy Commissioner W. L. Mitchell b £ the Liaison
section. She was requested to advise Mr. Mitchell, who was home il11,
of instant request as soon as he returned to work Thursday, January 30,
1947, and also to advise the Bureau as soon 23 possible, positively or
negatively.

ir
.
Tels

It is noted the attached jetter is addressed to the Executive
Director of the Social Security Board, It wes ascertained that the
'adminis}rative setup at the gocial Security Board has recently undergone
a change. It is now headed by Ccmmissioner Arthur J. Altmeyer, Room 5238,
Social Security Building, Washington, De Ce (¥r, Altmeyer is presently at
the United Nations Conference and will probably be there until February 8,

1947).

W. L. Mitchell is the Deputy Commissioner and
the Executive Administrative Agsistant to the Commissioner, both j(ay{e~'

__ SR
GA G

o:fieaain the Social Security Building. nool ~
c / r ; . :«M
ACTION . /Vk.f e [

v
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o3 > '
g A Foib-ReL BUREAU OF TNVESTisAL:On : § My, CLZE opeomcanes
. T . GMVAD - eaons
- : U. 3, DEPAR Et i FUSTICE v Bavin-
oo : 3 A Do Ledd..ee
A Glmal ;' - ‘nlﬂﬂ :
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N Z4 19T

WASH FROM LOSA 4 1-36 P - Wi Nl

//ﬁiRECTOR . _..URGENT

' _.ELIZABETH@SHORT lNFO CONCERN!NG
.,.UR'DER JAN FOURTEEN LAST AT L f-\.b7

DOLICE COOPERATION E

:ifXSHORT ViCTIM OF RUTHLESS
FV,POLICE lNVESTlGATlON AT STANDSTILL..;
HOAICIDE SQUAD | REQUESTED THIS' OFF 1CE ‘ENDEAVOR 0 OBTA!N PRIO

“f.iﬁi_EmPLOYMENT RECORD OF SHORT THROUGH o SOClAt“SECUIRTY-~V\CXNﬂ

f,DESCRlBED HHITE, FEMALE; TWENTYTWO (riVE FT 51X, ONE EIGHTEEN_’
DIED BLACK‘ GREEN EVES,’ BAD TEEITH

' _LBS., HAIR LlGHT Bhouw
RITY‘NO NAUGHT DA%H
| SUTEL AT ONCE

Ji}VO TWO DASH ONE EIGHT DASH 37

{ fisochL

A»GHf.



ATTHELT OF INVESTITALION
SPAETYONT OF JUITICE
ATTTAAYIONS SECTICY
FER 13, 15u7
TELETYPE : ‘/

721 TL FASO 2-13=447 12-20 F¢ -

AU SILECTOR FRI AND SiC BOSTON AND LOS ANGELES URGLNT

A f'— MVTA. X3

e,

~oAST AT TIME OF SLAYTHG.
DETAILS OF SLAYIMNG. THIS
TODAY.

SURAN

ACK TY ORDEK PLZASZ

55 0K F=T B

Lh 0% Far L4 ARDISCO

62 FEB 241947

m 2-26 pu ok Fo1 e

-1 PASO TELETYFE TC BOSTON THELFTH TUSTANT

ADVISING SUBJECT I Usm~

AR STOLEX

e

30STOM THTERVIE: SUBJECT IELATIVE TO HIS EXACT WISEEABOUTS O THE WEST

10S ANCELES FUEMISH BOSTON WITH DATLS AND ’

OFFICE WILL EXDEAVOR INTERVIEW
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Federal Burean of Inuestigation w
Mnited States Bepartment of Justice siire

Los Angeles (13) California
IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO February 15, 1947
FILE No._§&'_‘g_9_2_8__ ’ £ )’y

Director, FBIL T ;
v ”«i}

RE:.. ELIZABETH SHORT
INFORMATION CONCERNING

‘pttention: FBI LABORATORY

Dear 8ir:

on the early morning of January 15, 1947 the mutilated bodyof b
ELIZABETH SHORT was found in a vacant lot in a residential section of
Los Angeles. She was last zeen alive, according to information thus far
available to the Police, the night of January 9, 1947 when she was dropped
off in the lobby of the Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles by a male friend.

The body was ocut into around, the waist with a veny sharp instrument /=
and the cut was very cleanly done--none of the internal organs being :
touched except to sever the intestines ough the baokbone 6’

10 was_very cleanly done. _ '(

b There is some speculation that the murderer - @
had had some training in dissection of bodies. * v\

174

\ ' I am enclosing which were found on the body B‘D
and as a cooperative measure with the Los Angeles Police Department
I am requesting the Technical Laboratory to make an examination of these
It would be of considerable assistanoce to have ‘
described as to size, quality and type; -particularly, as to whether
they arel or some other composition. If the Lsboratory
has any information as to the types
are used it would be of assistance. It is felt that the murder was
comnitted indoore, where water, drainage facilities and perhaps med
equipment ‘was’avisilables The possibility has evenibeen advanced
some medical student residing in an undertaking establishment iioh is - 1
dons ‘in this,area, might have comnitted the offense. Any pap :
,t{:‘f the Lgb_ordtbry ocan suggest would be appreciateds
should Be  returned when they have served their purpose f it is necessary
50 destroy them in the examination, there is no objection to such action.

“he Bureau is request ‘to teletype its repért on
] - { A

i i
'!Ef:rf:‘f',

~ 57 ¢7
i @E

.
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- .« NDARD FORM NO. 64

Oﬁ%e Memoi indum + UNITED ST .ES GOVERNMENT

'R, TOLSCN
TO :

L. 5. NICHCLS
FROM

SUBJECT: /\U .
4

" In connection with the call from this
mornina advisin~ thav the ,Lnﬂcrvrzﬂto ¢S cn unidenti/ied woran
b}
; .L.

-—-1mere bein= .ormarded +to the Sureavu hu.the L08 Anreles sxaminer

via Internau onal vews Lictures T mish to cduvise thgt I'r. wrinn Jonm
’ . - 3 -

nas Just injormet Te€ that the prinits hac heen identijied by o search

thronch the fdent jiles.

se hguve T prinrs. Jhe nrint cotually nsed in the ilenii 1CC-
tion was a Crimi inal orint submitied by ThE santa sSardara rolice Jepari-
ment showin~ the ~'r1'3 nane 48 ggigabetﬁiShcnj; arrected Jeptemder i, |
1942, on a cheroe o 700K, Juvenile conrt lawsy Jdisposition, releccsed O
the srobction Denartment; born r.20=54; yde JaTE, Yassachusetis; -
resiiente, c31 ¢. .. Jontecito Street; heirht 5 7" weicht 125 1bs;
coupie*zon jair; hair hlacks eyes, hazel ~reen; mole on Jace. 3

itk the atd of ihis orint we iﬂen+ifieﬁ a nctioncl cejcense
orint that wes suanztoed by the vervices o; wupply jrom tamd Cooke,
CalzJornza. The cirl's nane was aiven @S “1izabeth oshort. She was an,
applicant jor oosztbo" 7 clerk c% the Jost =rchanoc. Tre prints were
taken on uan"cry 22, 1343. Sate and-place oOF hirth are the scme GS indic

aboves; reirht S 5"y weiont 151 1hS§.: hoir Drouvny eypes 7re€n;'bui1d,

medi uny scar on back: conplezion jair. Bﬂ

n

N <2

Y

230 Derie a—wca' corres=
Qimes called wuinn famm cneo 0S8 referred 1o
referrec 10 the unzdenuz Fried.oirl
cation cnd asiked ijf we ‘could

At aovro**mareib 1
sondent for the Los #Annelés
r. uorcs in ny acbsence.

agnd Furnished her Jincerprind assifi
identijy her. They, oj course, Aid not haue The naneé. Vo
g
I think we owe a responsib to the Los 4&ngeles Lramir

since vthey apparentiy sent in uue p %s Gt conszcerable cost jor uue
folice fepariment. bt

[ a—
ITrnasnuch GS °azﬂ tl thées #wnceles d*amznnr
a5 sendinn the prints jor the solice e Tled him at £:50 pei
/6h4 Jurnished him the details ¢n the 1deé 31

ED ok q.&gxussid + i kb chtﬁorAA
\

s _,I NCL ATTACHET

ﬁ% uu¢L1JL a5

’\g,\r.\ - LS MWM;\
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AMr. Tolson
Mr. R A.T.
Mr. Clegg ..
Mr. Giavin...
Mr. Zadd..”
Mr. Nichols.
Mr. Xlogen _.
Mr. % -
27r. Car.on ..
Ml'-,r:.. -2
Mr. Ci-roa___
Mr. Harbo .__.
Heoudon | .

Mr. Penaingtor

;e

o
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| mpsy phys:cxans anno
\Miss Short died of T
| and shock. : The young

i
|mouth was s lit :c%h

iden'aﬂad the attractlve vic-

timof a brutal sex-fiend mur- '
der” found. Wednesday - ‘na
acant lot near Norton Ave. )

bure: ho;
know resxdence, She ;
lived € sewhere

L




-

——

| Santa Barbara police reveale
that Miss Shért . wias. arres

e in the latter part of Se
ber, 1943, when she was see!

ing with 3-numder of sof-
difrs inthe El Paseo Restaurant,
A 'minor, she claimed -one of the
soldiers was her husband. Po-
lice disproved. this.

Further. investigation at that
time disclosed that the girl was
ln g ‘with one Vera Green in

est Cabrillo ‘Begch court- at
3210 W.-Montecito St.- .
¢Bohcewoman Mary * Unkefer
and- other  officers who visited
‘the ‘place reported that they
foun WO soldiers there. one of

£ enﬂe otﬁcia]s, to
eturned ?{fher parents, Mr. a
l:grt of Medford

FIEND'S YIith—Ellzobeth Short - of ."Santa Barbarg;

fiend's victim whose mutilated body wg
cant Iot near Nortqn Ave. and 39th:st.’ :




\ rope or wire prior to death. Det.
| Lts Harry-¥ansen -and FiAs-

Tei.

ihei identification by The Times,

'la'unched ‘an. immediate -investi-
~gation :to irace the movements
of the girl befére she fell prey.to
‘Ahe " pérvarted: sadism -of a. per:
‘son wh apparenﬂy tortqr h

-surgeons,'reported finding: three
.deep -abtasions on the -forehead
rjust: over‘the right eye. Théy in-
“dicated: Miss Shott had - been
.-eeverely slugged by ‘a ‘blunt in.
fmtrument, whi(i.I may have
"cauSed concussion er skull was
“hot fractured, et
> When . the- young womans
“PYody :was - found some smail
*pieces of flesh were missing.
-These were found by the autopsy
| surgeons. " .
| Tied for Tortnre

Marks around the girl's legs,
wrists, neck and right thigh
showed she had. been tied with

gpmcials that a-$10,000 reward.
fwas planned for the capture:of .
ithe: slayer.. City: Councilman’
leyd,G ;Davis. said he will :ask

pt: Jack A Donohoe, given

ar.and
éfalu, ‘deputy gutopsy

¥ hocked by .t.he detaus of .
hé - butcher’murder . were city!

b m
{saying "Someone

- e o

e

T ————
ants -to kilf‘
me;” then .told of a former serv-
{ceman-suitor’s +meeting her-in
a-bar-and repeatifig-a threat on
her life should he find her with
another man, Policewoman, Mc-
Bride said she later saw: the girl
re-enter the-bar: and emerge
with two men and another wom-
an,.She-had told the policewom-
an she was to meet her parents
at the bus statlon later, Mlss
McBride said. .

“The entire hom{cide detall
joined in the widening search
for the killer as: teléphones in
the squad room jangled inces-
santly with the tips of . citizens

who read of the murder.
Depot Visitor Questioned

Ph:ked up by, officers early yes:
terday at the depot at Scixtl;

oﬂense and guestioned concern'-
ssible implication in Miss_,.v :




iend Slaying Vil
ngerprint Record

X dentlﬁed the ttractive victim fab :
urdet found Wednesday in a vacant lot near Nor-

......

th St. as Ehzabeth Short '22,-1ast known = - TNV 1
- "‘.'*'("“‘,‘Giﬂ sested Lo 1ir. Tolson covmevo™
: ;- Santa: Barbara golice rev led Mr. B A, Tamm..
ST 7 - "that -Migs ' Short (was ‘arrdsted 1r. Olegg .ooe- =
ma - Waghington, belngl {herg mlt&g' lali::\ter‘l part of [Ber r, 'Gl in
leaned ﬁo,_,mw ember, 1943, whenishe was een Ir. Glavin .-ttt
) 8 mib.e\@st ﬁilgerprmta - odrmkmg with a number of sol- £ per, Laddooon
ment agency. Hollywood “visits Told b gl}“’;lg t?m:nEol Pageo Illaﬁaelcllr%nt' nfr. Nicaolgaomsrooo
r, sne ¢ ne tr. 1208€R —ons T

3t wasmadﬁmcores of
persons From.two police .sources las
felephotied andivisited the homi-| nlght came word that Elizabeth
£ide detailinCity. Hall, claxmmg SHort had lived in Hollywood in
}October. .
% - Two young men and two young A
women visited-the homicide |-

_of the soldiers was her @s‘band .
;Police ‘disproved this.- LTS
1. Furher; mvesugmon at “that!
*yime:disclosed 1! e:girl, was!
ving with one: Ye;a Green in,
a West. Cabriilo- Bg: ch: court; 3 ati

ir. Tracy --o--co77"

. squad officé; to:report they rec: 321 < M

B i ) 12 -Montecito. St _ 1r, Harbo ece-so

' e e Shey oo o omart Mary Ulief ‘ e lenden oo
3 s andfdther;pmcegs whe_ visited . Pemmineton -

i Phe- place” Teported that - they!
foupp 1WO. 8 .goldiers ¢ there, one of
“statdd that he’
EF pirt subsequently. “it ‘was léarned
pha’ti- rll_,ar,‘Iisoldier husbanié wasj ~

Mr Q\ﬁwr Tapna..

O‘

———— -

- The Santa Barbara authonties
; .-;placed Miss Short on 2 train by
i : “order of juvenile officials, to “bet .
=t yeturned to her parents, Mr. and; L,
50 reported that ‘Har-| Mrs, Cleo:. Short of ‘Medford, : -
Co_sta 31,7 and Dongld |  Mass. Since then she has nott
2, 0f 1 1161, N. Orange)| beenseen ‘in the Mission City. ‘
! ight identified thel : “At ¥he-time she was -photo-|
as Ehzabeth (Beth) ~graphed in the -Qanta Barbara}
: Fauth Questio; gi;ggge f°§ttw§xnﬁ°ﬁ?’s iéﬁﬁﬁ gtaﬁon, Miliiikgnort &ad‘
<8 1@ - which they|| - rown, molelixe,
-WM A "possible Eus] _egided anﬁ went around” thhl ) ‘ang. HR it
et A0'Ct “Eadistic. slaying, $wo_ git}-friends ‘they named as§
Y& (i the pners bfﬁdq au- rabam and Iynn Mar

3 m's -idéntity. -after Thed | SRS
g:l‘ s wired classification of! Yief | | SRR EY
«kﬁngerprints ‘to-Washington.: Na. :
*definite address - Wwas .avaﬂgbl_

ches off ach side while
€, Athe doct s

he ‘known residencey’ B{:e may have
: ;ivedels rhere Ju ;morto

AL S ....umrr




\ S around the girl’s legs,
wnsts ‘neck and right- thigh
showed. she had been “tied with
ropé ‘of wire prior to death. Det.
‘Lts. Harry. Hansen and-F. A.
Brown~ sald’ they believed she
had beqn bound and tortured be.
fore “her murderer’ carried “hér
‘body to:the Norton Ave, “lovers’
lane” for’ dispbsal.
"'863shocked by the detaxls of
the{ butcher-murder were . city:
cialy; -that: a. $10,000 . reward,]
ed. for the capture of
er. o City Councilm3n

45 .cﬂi oman Myrl McBrxde,
whd?

5a£glrl she talked with ‘on - Main
:Stelast Tuesday night, last night
;was ‘more dubious- about the re-,
semblatice after’ Seeing Ehza.heth
Short’s’ phot.ograph. -

D

-cinity of the depot. His automo-

d the victim looked like|

-

¢

Depot Vis’itor Qnestioned

" Picked up by, officers early yes-
terday. at the bus. depot ‘at Sixth
and’. .Los  Angeles.* Sts,, . Cecil
Fiénch, 23, of Bakersfield,. was.
booked on suspicion of a morals|
offense_and questioned concern-:
ing:possible implication in MISS
Short's murder.

French, said the officers, ‘wis
| seen ‘molesting women in the vi--
bile, parked ngar by, was miss-
ing ‘a back”seat. French told
Hansen and Brown that he hall
.remov,ed the seat to carry some
machinery. He .was not conslq
ered a “hot” suspect..

One caller sald he_ had seen.a
car . drive slowly along Norton’
Ave. at. §:30-am. Wednesday,
pause to turn into-an alley, then
continue slowly away. The c/aller
dxd not gwe Ins name. Lo

’ ;Another w1tness, Béb Myer,
also’ reported seeing a Ford se-
-pause near -where the ;_body

fas - found,
placed the time at 6:30.am.
-20ther. witnesses, however, gaid

a518:307 *fwédne Ay “withou
séaing “tha' hady,” found only: 12
ieet -from the! ﬁidawalk.”” ad
An:aummobﬂe reglstered K3
Wilford “A. :Dgugherty, 4212 R

eame to.her-.in a bus: stauon,,
saymg “Someone wants' to .Kill,
me,” then told:-of a former serv-!
iceman -suitor's: meeting- her 1n'

a‘barand.repeating a threat on:
ber iife'should he find her with'
another man. Policewoman Mec-’
Bride said she later saw the girl.
re-enter: the :bar and emerge:
with two men and another wom-
an, She had told the policewom-
aanhe was to meet her parents
at:the-bus- stat.ion later, Miss
McBride sald:

—Th; .entire homicide detail_
p in .the -widening. search.

+The: -policéwoman said the gu'l (

Slauson +Ave:; .abandoned . in, a;
servile: station -at: 950:W.: Man-!
chester-Ave., Wé thought to bel
a:lead” yest.erday o _Stragds ‘l;chf
grass hung from the ‘mud-splat-
tered door;. Flkcks of blood dot-
tedthaupholstery < Three néws-
papers, ..all ‘deating’ with .
cnme, lay on the seat. ;

:Det.  Lt. - Stewart Jones - dig-]
missed Dougherty as & suspect;
however, When it wag 'leirfied:

I’(.hat. he- had left-the -car.in in the,
ation -€dr yesterda_y
j mornirg on h home from
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| Soundphoto Assists

Probe of Mystery

Victim Nazﬁed as Elizabeth Short;
Clews Hunted at Santa Barbara

Through fingerprints rushed to the FBI in

- Washington by the Los Angeles Examiner, the”

zirl vietim of a mutilation murder whose body was

found here Wednesday was identified vesterday.
She is Elizabeth Short, 22 years old, at one

time employed as a civilian clerk at Camp Cooke,

20 miles north of Lompoc.

FRBI records listed the home address as Santa
Barbara and that she was born July 29, 1924, ifi
Hyde Park, Mass.

The records also showed she had bheen ar
-ested as a juvenile delinquent at Santa Barbara'
September 23, 1943, and veleaxed.

Her description in the FBI file tallied with

' that of the slain girl and her fingerprints clinched

the identification.

B Soundphotos Aid Identification

- No trace of the girl after she left Camp Cooke
was found in the records.

The identification was brought about by the
cooperative effort of the Examiner, International
News Sound photos and the IFBI.

The Examiner obtained fingerprints of the
lain girl and sent them by soundphofo to this
newspaper’s hureau in Washington, D. C. Ray
Richards, manager of thé bureau and a former

| Examiner reporter. took the prints to the I'BI

offices.
The FBI quickly checked through its massive

! fingerprint records and established that the prinis,

i wora Hhgse of the Short girl.




i

‘Repurters Trace Victim's Movenromie

‘ Ske was deseribed in the FBI files as 5 feet
6 inches tall, 121 pounds in weight, with brown
hair and green eyes, medium build and fair eom-
plexion. :

Examiner reporters were immediately sent to
Qanta Barbara and Camp Cooke to trace back on
the girl’s movements and to frace her to this city.

The identification by the Examiner came as
the first big break in the investigation of the erime
which shook the city.

The girl’s body, severed at the waist. was
faund Wednesday morning in a vacant lot on
Norton avenue between 39th street and Coliseum
ajenue. She had heen dead about 10 hours at the

tite she was found. The slayer had killed her else-

where and then placed the body stains which police chemists wetce
in plain view. It was only a few

. ‘analvzing.
fect from the sidewajk. Eing

‘I A car had been scen at tg
‘Norton avehue site about thiy
ime Miss Short's mutilated]
body was deposited there. This
‘ and French's police said, were
‘gimilary in description.

Eftorts to solve thejerime had
been blocked all Wednesday night
by lack of identification of the
body and police were practically
at a standstill in the case until
{he Examiner learned the vic- SIST R LOCATED——
tim's identity. - i After]cqntact had been made-

,with Mrs. Short in Massach‘usetts.‘;

One suspect—Cecil French of  the investigation swung to!
Bakersficld—was  in custody. iBerkeley. There a sister of they
4 'slain girl, Mrs. A, C. West, lives!
CAR CLEW—'—‘ at 2614 Warring street. |
Arrested after he had been ac- It was possible. investigators
cused of molesting women at the ‘believed, Mrs. West would know
bus depot. he revealed he owned lsomething about Elizabeth's
a car which later proved it might imovements.
be a connecting link to the Short ! TLate last night, the clerk bt
slaying. .the North Orange drive hog
The back scat was removed. told how Miss Short, who hfc
On othor—uphofstery there was liwed_thaca with two other girle
lcf{ten “ran behind in her rent.”

i
i
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A rrew—ehent, dark and
ahout 35—would come to the
desk and pay her 17 > the
clerk said. )

“This man owned a fairly old
imadel black Ford sedan. When
the three girls left, they drove
oft in this sedan.”

Ileporters learned at Santa
Barbara that at the time Miss
Ihort was taken into custody
there tnree ycars ago, she was
netriended by the arrvesting
licowoman, Mary H. Unefer.

«She had the blackest hair 1
ever saw.” Miss Unefer 14
called yesterda

At the time of her death, the
cul's hair was hennaed, but the
original dark «trands were Dbe-
ginning to resrow.

LIVING IN COURT—

wsShe was lving in a court
with a Vera Green,” Miss Une-
fer also said. “There were four
«oldiers from Camp Cooke n
their cottage when they weye
rested. Miss Green said ope

ol them was her tiasband,
W later tearned her husband
wie it soldier overseas,”

The cottage was at 321-C West
dontecito strect, in Santa Bar-

a. This w se address gived

the FBL .

«\While she was awaiting ac
jon on the probation investi-
gation, 1 took her Into my
hame,” the policewonman cdps
tinued., “She was with me o
erul days. 1 noticed she wagja
very nice girl and was mgpt
neat ahout her persen and
clothes.

“The juvenile court released
her on probation tinally and 1
took her to a bus on which she
ctarted to Massachusetts. The
~anta Barbara Neighborhood
House gave he. S0 for expense
money.”

REACHED HOME—

1iss Unefer said she was
“ppsitive” Miss Short reached Rer:
hotie in Medford because seve al
E ctlers came to her from e
2itt there. i

This was another fact con-
fiimed by the mether. i

The policewoman rey ealed that:
1he Shovt girl had a rose tattooedi

her left dez. X

wShe loved to sit so that it |
would show,” Miss Unefer re-
called.

The slaver mutiliated this-
dentifving blemish.

The girl apparently went to
work at Camp Cooke — in the
~ammissary —on her return 0
California. T ~amyp is aboat

o+ miles noerth of Lompoc.

L eppume  Dr. Newbarr cf-

Sfle reported  the  cause of

rmorinage and shock
lace sabsore—{ the face
concussion of the brain.”

MATCHE“—TH. fingerprint, transmitted via sou
te the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Washington, was
soveral which identified slaying victim here as Elizabaet

~—International News 30

SN

VECTIM IDENTIFIED—This is Elizaber
22, whose mutilated body was found on a Los Angeles va
Wednesday morning. She was identified through fing
rushed to the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Washi
this newspaper. e




E:!g! \!!ba<:§~—Qui|ln Tamm (seated), in-

dentification in Wash-

&, rector in charge of FBI i
B ngton, D. C.,
by Jerome Butler,

odLICE N n%
{ SOUNOPHD

By Ray Richards
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LLoe Anceles Laaminer AWashinzton Buresu

\VASHING'I_'ON, Jan. 16.—
Identification 22 . year - oid
ﬂizabefh ghort as the Los An-

oles victim of one of the mosty

in crime annals}
foat of en-.

of

a Cross- coun

jwas :
<cienuific coordina- !

{torprif:o and
Ition today. .

participating - wore the Fed-i
eral Bureau of Investigation, the;
Los Angeles Fuaminer, the’
I\washingto Burvau of the
fiearst newspapers. International
N ~ws  photos and  Detective
ISergeants HartyTirsen and &

Brown of Lo~ Anceles.

examines a set of fingerprinls held
of Hearst newspapers Wash-

ington staff.
tional News

Examiner to

e

uccessful, almost s antane-
oulk transmission by wire across
th cantinent  of the delicate
whorls, loops and “tents” of the
dead girl's fingerprints is be-
lieved to have expanded the
boundaries of crime detection.

PRAISE GIVEN——

Praising the Examiner’s enter-
prisc and the clarity of the INP
Soundphotos, the FBI said it
considered the’ identification “an
chitstanding nccomplis‘nm(-m,"

The Examiner dizpatched the
ipkints to Washington by the INP
[which sends images by sound jm.:
ipulsc through leased tclephone‘
wires in the most up-to-the-
minute development of picture
trangmission.

Facilities for a check of the
Soundphotoed images among the
104,000,000 separate fingerprints
lin the vast FBI files in Washing-
;mn had been arranged by the
‘learst Washingiga Bureau with;
{FBI officials. i

The prints were sent via laterna-
Soundphoto and the
identify the
as Elizabeth Short. ’ [

Los Ancgeles
Los Angeles slaying

Cpeternational Neawe saunrdpt

(Jl

¢ {pithin an hour aftel theil
bubeau had delivered the prints
;o ghe FBIL, the identification had
‘hegn made.

IMPERFECT- ,
{ Given perfect fingerprints, it §
‘would have taken the FBI enly
ia few miinutes to locate those of
the girl among the 104,000,000, so
perfectly organized is  th?
[agency's file system.

But the dead fingers had n
providod good prints.

The FBI undertook the task of
“buildimg up’” the blank spots and
other defects in the prints by a
system  which represents the
final advance in identification
methods. .

With defective prints, as in the
case of the Los Angeles murder
victim, much of the search had
to be conducted by hand, among
|filing cabinets crowding a form 27!
Natjonal Guard armory
times the o a reguli-
t{ion foothall field.
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