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Hashingtnn, B. GI.

February 24, 1958

i &#39;07�;
Rice Hotel, .
Houston, Terhes ,

Desi_ "M __,

This will acknowledge receipt 01� your letter
dated February ll, 1958, in which you state that you
wish to protest against the proposed transfer of 11
Cpcne from Alcatraz Per=.itentiery= &#39;

For your information, I wish to state that
the operations of the United States penitentiaries fall
under the jurisdiction of Hr. James V. Bennett, _13irector,
Bureau of Prisons, United States Department of Justice,
Washington, D. c.

I Iish to thank you for the complimentary
....._...-..._�.-.- -1.1 4|-. nnnnn -�AR -In vrrvn-|&#39;rI 1n++n,-n nncnwnq-inn +1-no -n&#39;|92&#39;|.rr�ul�l AD It&#39;ll.-Ll;-ll  GU J-U JUU-l iw U V�-l 1 VB�;-L �*4-l-l� "4-"4 -V�-&#39;

performed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Very truly yours,

hn Edgar Hoover,
Jl. 2... ;~Qs<»»<».
�. T1: ..- _.L --
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Initch Stain Bvpartmcnt cf Justin

202 U. S. Courthouse

£3. Peso, Texas

62-400 larch s, 1938 b7c �I
92

R» ?
Informs n Concerning.

Director �

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C. "

Dear Sir: �

¢;. {K , Y - ?r&#39;
Reference is made to a letter from e!Bu.reau to this Division under

date of Decenber 1, 1937 which sets forth information regarding I telegram
received b the Bureau the was sent from Midland Texas on November 2 1Y 3 937and signed  This telegram requested information as 1.3 "Full �
status of Al Capon s erms . �

advised that Special Agent E C Dorris contacted -
TMidland, e . was advised as follows: He,and another ad vidual caHed  local bartender, were both 92

�uni: at the time this telegram to the eau was sent. They -got into an argu-
0 ment o er the sentence which was imposed on Capone at the time of his conviction. 92

i advising he at first thought such sentence to be ten years and then � �
later decided it was ten on one count an additional year on another count,

put up a small bet  $.00 he believes and then came a discussion of how they
were to prove who was right. advised he then conceived the idea of
wiring the Bureau to secure s crmation and accordingly did so, his idea
being that if he were he would endeavor to get a larger wager if he could
borrow the money. then went to the Western Union office to send the
telegram but found the message as he desired and so 1
secured the assistance al Western Union office. He did =
not receive any answer to enies that he is acquainted with 1
Capone or has any connection know him.s

Midland O rice of the Western Union was y
_. also c recalled sending the telegram in

question as he worded the telegram He likewise �advised
that as he was drunk at the time o this message.92

local inquiries produced information that- considers himself as r
an oil promoter but actually is little more than a bum. The local welfare organ-
izations are ofent called on to furnish groceries for his family and donations are�_"
made up by local citizens on other occasions. He, apparently, is a heavy drinker
and stays drum}: for as long as he can secure whiskey to drink. He is sometimes
sucess�al making small deals and usually spends all the money made on whiskey

IFrom informs ion supplied by the local sheriff s-��nslh�s Q£A-�
what /3 _ 1we eeww��  3. 5" f lg �- e

& Very yyours, as .-- »w_J.�.
k""    . -I 1 . "1 -F Q
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� Mr. J. Edger Hoover ,
Federal Bureau of Investigation A

Washington, D. c. -
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� Deer Mrs Hoover: L &#39;

/Q .

One of the officials here is gathering

6/ the local library for the height of Alg�spone.
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in Louisville suggested your department in Washington.

information on short men, and we have searched through
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Trlcy A

The City Police Department, County Police
Denartment and The Federal Bureau of Investigation here

We realize that your time is limited, but
will greatly
enclosed business reply envelope to give us this
infonnstione

Yours very truly,
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lrheral Bureau of lnuntigatinn

Hnitzh State! Bepartmrrlt of Iulticr

Chicago , Illinois

October 21,1933

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Ihshington, D. C. 2

4 ~
Dear Sir
It is requested that this Office be -furnished with a
copy of any known criminal record, aaE§_e,ll as with a
copy of the photograph of, JOH}i,QDORRI , -who was a widely
known hoodlum connected with the CAPONE nob in Chicago.

This criminal record and photograph are desired for Ir.
CAMDEN of Pinkerton�s Detective Agency.

. Very truly yours

DI-tL:IJll D. I. D
Special Agent in Charge
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Sen Francisco, California P;
January 17, 1939 c.--

t:.&#39;:,�¢:_v1=
Director f .<
Federal Bureau of Investigation l::=r&#39;:: :&#39;-=----- iW � -. 92 -&#39; __� /ashington, De Ce �.|P=~ ----  - - - ---

| 1&#39;1.  &#39;_.;�.;:; T.-_-92 :.._.
&#39; T~ -~-&#39; ..........

�Pg:_ X�? _;LL C..;,__&#39; . _ s , . . . .._nu 0 urn nun

Dear Sir:

through

Please be advised that we have ascertained J
a confidential eourcs that the newspaper re-

ports to the effect that LL CAPONE in paralyzed are
false. Ie have determined that on his transfer from

Alcatraz
and weeto Iermng lsle_nd_ he was i__11 very good spirits

in a very receptive, talkative mod. He
showed no evidences of being paralysed.

We have obtained the latest photograph of

cu>om-2,two copies of which, together with his de-
scription, are being forwarded herewith. There are
also attached two newspaper item relating to CAPUHE.

NJLP/mjd
Enc . L

"1 "[1
7/

1* >~F<

Very truly yours,

K! Q KO. . L. P
Spec Agent in rge

!¢2- xi/.2511]? "1;:r»h&#39;4~&#39;*> Frame BUREAU OF |ws§ns.mora
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.§In:.|.l I-ITEIOG 88!-&#39;11�&#39;." B2 lid. "0!-I
_nept that fur hes complicated the!
dlsease. Capone�: Ind reached en�
ddvancedstuebeioreheentercde�
Tedenl Winn." &#39;

. Illness Change; Imltlne �
Capone was brought here Hnburdny 1

hum Alcatraz. �The Rock.� in Ban �
Ihnclsoo Bay. -Fclernl prisoners. in
lbund health. urdlmu-11y ere releued

hathbcozmtywhuetlneywerecnn-92
vlcted. Under this prousdure Oeptme �
would lave been taken by Jan. ll.�
It the end of his 10-year felony term. �
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lIhI¥yelr.lB1ld¬m£l.nUl&#39; lenuntz. -

Three guard; brought him here
by train. Bl: weights wen nit-lched
to nu �uc�ed leg: and he wore
,hd.11d¢92.lIf8.IIl8�eld0Ihl5I er
Irroglnt. er. he uhut� his
eyes were 3 and hc ru ah-
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Director
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Iaahington, D. C.

�fl _ Dear Sir:
Pafarence is made to the telephone call of IR. LA.

. 92 EAL!: from Washington on June 4, 1939, requesting to he advised
Ihether when gQ]y§5�E;9omplstes his preaent !ederal term he

�_5 I111 have to serve a sentence Cook County.
Iaa lad: of all the files of the

to reflect any information regarding
A thorough

Chicago office, which fa
any outstanding indi

�.1

Vnwtn�r1:E��~92i>
mm De H. -i

Special Agent in Charge

t against CAPUNE in Cook County. ,
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Clyde Tolson, Esquire

June 30, 1939

The Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. 0.

Lear Mr, Tolson:

|

I am indebted for your name to Hr. E. Hayte ton,
whom, you may remember, spent some time at the Burea
collecting materialgfor his story of the G-Hen in the "People."

OAs I am at present collecting material for an ar cle
on Al Oagone to coincide with release in November he sugg sted

d k f r helI might communicate with you an as or you p-

The salient facts I want are whether or not there is �=
any possibility of a release before the date originally fired,
so that I can instruct my agent accordingly, and what the
effect of his release is likely to be on America&#39;s man in the
street.

I don�t know whether it is

any further information which has
this country regarding the events
anecdotal material concerning his
I would be extremely grateful.

possible for you to send me
not already been used in
which led up to his arrest or
earlier background. If it is,

Again, it would be useful to me if you could lend mew
a few press clippings and photographs which would be unlikely
to be ind uded in English newspaper libraries. These I would
undertake to have photographed or copied and return to you
within a few days.

To lend the story authority it would be more valuable
to have it signed by somebody who has been connected with

Capone at some time, preferably somebody now living in England.

The only person I can call to mind is a man who used
to be Al Cag£ne&#39;s jockey called Arthu ¢ ae, sometimes going by
the name of» ee, whom I believe to be working as a steward on
a Royal Mail liner between London and Riot A � 92
.... . RECORDED a INDEXE1] A, J1; 7, §  ~ -iv :3

Perhaps you would be kind enough t__§qgfirm his_or;tM�f_
let me know of anybody else I could appro c�£h,_Bm§AUgFyu$5H3H=§

92 _92"92 I w 14 19.1» 1�
,!°92 1,» g�;*~ / g u. s. ;PA5ino§_oF ,1-.*._-_1$.".___
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Should yo wish to coqfirm my ban ides as 0
journalist I well known to Hr. Donal JacKersi Jaws
Editor of th ondon Daily Mirror, and Hajor Perc aviea,
who acts in sf�T1ar capacity on the Hows qf the World-

Thanking you for the favour of a reply at your conq
DQ518596

�-

I remain

- 2-

Yours faitafully,
f

�S! éT ;arry-Ellis

1
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FEDERAL IUIIEAU OF INVESTIGATION hr. inn; i.

unrrcv sures oermucm or JUSTICE -. u.-

Sept. 30, 1939 "&#39;-"""&#39; �-
~ Q�. I&#39;IIrl______i

�hi-i

B. Miler

Re: AL CAPOHE or-I-4-____,_O &hF9�£vJ~}" -Jm.._____92 -, _-.IU�

According 92to Er. Hood ,,_,,...
at Los Ange-les,OC&#39;apone will ,,_.,,..........
serve his la ail Q. I�lllt�lr
on November l9,l939. _,_,,_,

He will be released
the morningof Jfov. 20,1939 """"��-��

if his fines are paid and *-��&#39;
if not paid he will be released
Nov. 21,1939.

I inquired if there was only 1
additional day to be served if the
fines were not paid and Er. Hood said
that is correct; that he verified it
with the prison authorities.
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Jchcral Curran of Investigation

lnitrh States Brpartmrnt of Iuetire

ms AIGEIBS, mmmn
mum 1,3, 1939

_ I

Kg Ir. J. Edgar Hoover h
Federel Bureau of Inveetiption
U. S. Departaent of Juetice
Ieahington, n. c. ,.

//
Deerln�ao :

Ion will recall I orally edvieed you
IALTE§___ USS!!!� Chief 0 eocieted Pr Bureau in
Iiiingelee, hed requeeted er with you in Lo
lngelee.

I ascertained from him today that desired
to talk Iith you eonoerninz the relel-ee oi AL Ira;

�!�emineJ. Island Penitentiary end wished to know Ihether it
muld be possible for en interview Iith him.

�F I ediieed CIAUSSII that this letter Ill not
&#39;92 one in which the Bureau had any prim:-y interest inunnoh

ee the handling of prisoners ie Iithin the aoope oi� the
_ Bureau of Prieene and he Ill not eenteneed ea e result et

investigation oonduot-&#39;ed by this Bureau. Be indicated
that hie Ieahington office ne mdeewring to handle this
matter throup: the Bureau of Prieone end I interned Mn
this appeared to he the proper pmcechre.

.1»-ca�,,,<,4!�-J "*7 �"�1� ""�"&#39; 4, 1

R. B. HID .
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807 South California Ave;
t Dhicago, Illinoia _j» ._

October 26, 1§i5_9,

lir. Walter Winchell, &#39; _ T
c/0 Daily iiirror, &#39;
New Ybrk City.

Dear Kr} Winchell:

In reference to the telephone conversa-
tion of last Sunday, I have been unable to get in _
touch with &#39;ou. 1 have been at the home oi� my hus-
bend, ?.e.lphk�e;:one, v.-here I verified what 1 told
you. The information that I gave you Sunday was
correct. .

brother, A1, will be in New York on
155th of November and he is scheduled

to he at the home of Mary chirco, 606 Liberty Ave"
Dvu-92nlr�l-n-r92 �T V_. .,.._.,_-., ..- .-Q

His
or about the

It is also understood that the present
Lire. Capone will grant him a divorce upon his ar-
rival in New York-

Very truly your�,

PEGGY gmronl"-: b � -
P.S. Wieh also to inform you that the $12,000
Income Tax Judgment was loet by Ralph Capone.

-y-. "

. 1%�
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Initrb Main Bzpartmsnt If Ius�cs i .c.w .e------- &#39;

Los Angeles, Caliibrnie, m.n-n_e-----~---- .
October 25, 1939 &#39; 92m.r:92nh

In. C1-IIII I �I =m.n|=-92-e..------- I

Director . _ PERSONAL g co%"r1:92Lim1-weFederal Bureau of Investigation ___-_ _ ""�"Washington, n. c. 0 �=-
RE: AI. CAPONE ""&#39;°&#39;""-&#39;�"""-"""""&#39;- 1-|..euI1

!�.:. Qliln Tl-F-~
1%� Deer Sine �. / I 511-. �nu! ----

93
the life of 41. cmm had diver-ced�h.in| e§- Ins attempting _c aim-ee. "

5;-eciel Agent D. F4�. Eegee oi� @e Qfiiee uztersiesed
CAPONE, alone, at Terminal Island for I period of one hour, late
in the afternoon, October 25, 1939- CAPOHE was approached on
two angles during this interrogation. One approach concerned the
ear]; history oi� the Chicago lotion Picture Operators Union,

- particularly mm�inmr iaeeeeeeg�  some 1-momma mus
£7 -¢BlQF!-�, with Qieees, J13!-E4  BIG 1319!, -._@, Q HIS!  E1_GilI__Di1E!§! -

//J� _,_,_cmc:n.L:., who were also connected with +.na"§Iet19_=; _g1_e1_.u-e Dpcrstors
92fe Union years ago. The second approach waégoncirning his knowledge

oi� the escape of RA1.P1~I*h�E- and THEODORE IE from Alcatraz.
I

&#39;- AL CAPONE seemed in high spirits during the course of

92 the interview, e.nd_stai.ed_he___k.neII nag  N&#39;IC1§EIDDEON!_CIBGE1.I.i
I&#39;G%�i that he remembered GED�F-&#39;1.�  but coula not plici�
-?| BIOFF, with slieses. He suggested that his brother RALPH
/CARQHE Iouin be more in n position te.~i&#39;urnish information on these

individuals, and stated that �I01-ILCFE l�92I.L0! had been one of his
- men, but HA1-ID! got out of line and subsequently was killed in

an automobile accident, giving Agent e confidential sink of his_
left eye while making this statunent. Q. - -_ -I?7*".Y&#39;r!?.Y�F�-D & ""�92F�T  C &#39;   ?

CAPONE then brought out the elm history oi� FRANKIE
XI!-IO, and explained how he, CAPONE, had left Iel York for Chicago.

He dig;-eased into statements concerning TORRIO; hot he had censond -
&#39;IORRIO for being interested in the prostitution racket in Ghiclgo. &#39; _
He stated um. he, cxmom-2, had made 510,0-00,000.00 during the - § * J�
prohibition dqys in Chicago, but stated he had never been interget§ Qt
in snyLu}i_rc,e racket. He digressed into conversation concerningr? �V § /
RANDO .1-IEARST for Ih he continually expressed contempt during *
the conversation. CAPONE stated he was I good friemi of JJ&#39;L_l&#39;._7._K �

,/XIJDEPSEI and that on one occasion I-IEARST had encouraged DHEPSEI
/ tobring him, CAPOHE, to I-Ea-.RST&#39;s beach residence at Santa llonica, "

Califomia, where CAPOIE claims to have witnessed &#39;re.rious sexual
activities which disgusted hin-

._.C;-�...> 1... .-._;.- ..D._

-L- . . . �~ .-.- -.~ 1-; . . . - _ . . __ � ------- - ------ -- -- --- .--- .- _,- ._. . .. . ........._--....s. .~ .,-. ._. ,_,.&#39;_,_-,__: .,,&#39;__,_;____ &#39;_f_ _K. ---.._. ._..._._ ....._._ ____.. ._......._. -____&#39;j&#39;_- _i_ _, ___, _______ __� ______ __

Reference is made to the telephonic request oi  -
Director E. A. TAMI! of October 25 1 9 relative to the fact the
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Letter to the Director
re: AL CAPOEE -lb

During the course of the conversation OAPONE Iould
stop and ask, "What were we taiictng about?� md he I-o92u.n" �
to be bnought be-ck to the subject matter, shich indicated to
Agent that his mind does not function normally. CAPDRE stated
he formerly belonged to Tssanany Hall Party in lei Iork prior
to the establishment of his Chicago residence.

D&#39;u.rin&#39; g the course of the intervi�, KL  spoke
of " Somg " his son, who is nos a lawyer and who graduated from
Rotre Dame. He stated he had received a letter from the school
authorities at Notre Dame informing him that his son was a
diligent student but that he shunned recreation. CAPONE stated
that RALPH ROE, Fugitive, was a likeable fellas and that it was -
his opinion ROE had actually escaped. iie stated that he doubted
Ihether COLE made s successful. escape but could not explain why
one would get away and not the other. He stated that the
Alcatraz Institution see so tight he did not believe ROE or COLE,
or any other inmate could possibly get information out or Alcatraz
for assistance in having a boat meet him. He stated both of these
nen worked in the mat shop making mats out of tire casings, and it
was the general thought that automobile inner tubes had been left
in some oi� the tiers and they had effected their escape by use of
the inner tubes.

CAI-�ONE then spoke of a JlJ|I1£f�CAS who had stabbed
him four times in the back at Alcatraz. He stated that he smashed
LUCAS with a banjo. He stated he had previously been approached by
LUCAS eating his assistance to escape tron. Alcatraz.

During the course of the investigation, CAPOIEE expressed
do _ht in the tact he was going to be released on November 19,
19 . stated he to s Florida hcme to join his tire

hisson enoyai life Hesae
entoFl0 s rote RA&#39;LPHGAP0NEIhowastocomcto

outhern California the latter part oi� October. lie stated that 1&#39;01!
&#39; , Head of the Chicago Office oi� the United States Secret

Senriee eras gain-mg to acconpan! him and RALPH CAPONE to Florida.� He
gave no indication that he had a divorce from his wife or that his -
life was attempting to divorce him. It appeared doubtful to Agent
Irh&#39;!1her his family or the prison authorities would advise him of �&#39;

� -_ ._._ .--1..-92_:. -  V .-_t_ . _.---I-~ - - -- ~--- - -. ......----.-.----e-.----4&#39;--» -.--- --1--e---_-. - -. ._ �H ._ -¢ - ...- -. e__- . c. _ l___. .._ _-- _.. .-. -._ ._.._-_ ..__-c _. i-�-_92���*- _.�._.,i �@477 . .__�f -_. _ _ .a_c._. . . _ &#39;7�

-  - - -- -�=- &#39;- -&#39; ~ &#39;-»&#39;_-|- e e--.5� -- -� e�-4&#39;-9-In :.:_.&#39;r.:&#39;-._:_$--�j&#39;,..-i;+.&#39;.:3;"&#39;.1._-f:,;é-s1_l§;;;.,,.;.:=;&#39;;.;

.1. .__._._._-_ ._<_ -
__ _ ea ._ __ .__., V, _.r,, ._.. H - to. __.. .. .._L -._.i.._.~..-_.__..___. _.___, . _..__.._.. _ _- - _ an _~ .,_. __ -._...._. _...|. .. .,.,__.-_._- -.|-_,....-._,.-..,_q-. _.._,__.�_.-92,~..- __.-_-_- .__-._..._......- _ _



1-.

F5
�T

I

."L&#39;,&#39;, .:
-F551.-F-Q
Y - ,
*.i"i1L,.:
.;E"=.&#39;-:-f�.=

73&#39;.�

6&#39; -�
.&#39; .. 0-.

ii

.�;
&#39;1-we
5

~

-1-

-._,

-1--.-.......

; -&#39;-.- - &#39;.   E§T=T3
.,, . - -.---_-_ .-hr.-.e_=._=.-it-&#39; "
- _ ,_.._"  _.-_ir_,, ,__ _ ;  -  e

-_..- -- . .2.-.-._;.-._., �fi�r  t_"&#39;j¬E; - ""1_:_ ._~1��§;-.;&#39;___}   �. &#39;_ � -H

- -_ ,~. ,

$_4V__ .&#39;- L~_
5:3 .11�-,-"

*1� >&#39;T*e92"-?"r"-�;&#39;- or �T4 »e" . &#39;-."."92 "&#39;1&#39;."-.4.. .. .._ -|_. _ .._|..
. ._ _. �,__

_._- &#39;..__e_.&#39;,_,V_","�5"4:-_�--._.;_!"&#39; , .

- � *3
r_.-&#39;

Letter to the Director
.1-e: 11. CAPDNE -3-

1 divorce or cttanpted divorce, in view of his mental condition.

CAPOHE stated t he and RALPH intended to establish
tour mrnitune and automo e factories in or-ids, md that
this would give empl t. to thousands of ople. He stated he
did not intend to go Chicago and aeithe he nor hie brother
RALPH nae going to e ge in en; rackets. He stated he and the ,
family ovmed a lot f stock in the Pabst very; that they had
extensive inte s in greyhound rec eteblishnent; that he
still owned the o1os!.mo__Qe1fe and the tropole _Botel in Chicago.
CAPOPIE, during e course of the interview,"s&#39;ee&#39;.néd"to have plenty
of courage and spoke in big �gures. lie stated they had paid over -
$300,0C0.00 income tax llst year. __ "

5

He continually stated that RAIPH CAPOIE Ia; making
aJl the lane. He spoke of other connections in the past, naming
CLAP.EN?n?&#39;B&#39;AP.H0�!Z ls one of his tormer attorneys. When conversing on
old activities and racketeering connections, CAPONE gave confidentill,
s1; winks of hie left eye at Ireguent interrlll. Be Ia: not question-
ed on the divorce matter.

C;92PONE advised Agent that at Terminal Island he is in
charge of recreation.

; JBu rg
0+

Icet Pr: s �VJ:
was

Yew *1-11: Wm»

<§¬.rB
" R. B. noon, -

Special Agent in harge
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&#39; I calle S40 Foxworth at Few I rt with reference

- =
. Mr. &#39;!�1-:4� ..._....

n1 &#39;92£ n Goad;-......

to my telephone onversation of last ht with Agent Iynn---�?-~
about an articl that appeared in tge ew York Tiles-Herald

 Q
/1.

article was all about.

of November 6 t the effect that 1 one was to be released
from prison so n and that he may be called as a witness bef
the new Fed-n" Grand Jury convening in lleao York this weekto study thw:-ine situation throughout the Nation; that the
article also said that Federal authorities were said to be
anxious to question Capone before the Jury» I advised hin
that the Director requested that he determine what that

OPE

llr. Fozworth advised that the United States

V
ask Mr. Doyle as gag�;-_£_.a_s he cane in.

Hr.&#39; th&#39; stated that he thinks the story is
totally unfoun3&#39;e;;_&#39; that he bases this contention upon the
fact that cert�� ?ew.s_oaperwen told him that they had heard
a rumor to that effect but that they had been unable to
obtain a confirwion of it. He stated that he is sure that
the newspaperwe___oojIT3 obtain confirmation of the story from
the United Stafes _At_torney&#39;s office if the story had been
true. He stdted,-- however, that he would speak to Mr. Doyle
as soon as he gggi into the office and would advise the Bureau.

it .. .-._-l,�*§&#39;��

_  s,___y,,__  Respectfully,
ti-r&#39;�"*-Tl�-1=�-Q&#39;_7
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Attorney&#39;s office is closed today, this being a holiday in
New York City, l>ut__¥5a_t Assistant United States Attorney
Doyle would be:I���fft&#39;��foffice some time today and he in-uld 92
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&#39; J{0_BAMJ_U1&#39; FOR .lUl,_;I&#39;. 1- Till/1
called Agent Fynn at Isl: York and read

to �i the following article which appears inthewishington Tiles-Herald today under date
lin of Few Tort.

0
".41 Capone soon to be released from
prison may be oalled as a witness
before the new Federal �r-and Jury
convening in New York this meek to V
etudy crime throughout the nation,
it was reported today. Federal
authorities were said to be anxious
to question Capone before the Jury
which is inueatiiatiii criie syndi-
cates and their ramifications.

I told Hr. Fynn the Director would like
to have additional information, if possible,
in regard to this matter.

Hr. Iynn stated he would attempt to
obtain sane immediately and if successful
would call le back tonight.

Respectfully,
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