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of curteins waved through broken and shat-

_ tered windows. Then [ saw it.

. & ®

ON THE EAST SIDE of the church were pre-
viously had been a doorway and stairs lead-
ing to it was now an opening large enough to
drive a big truck through. What had been the
basement of the church now looked like rem-
nants of war-torn buildings I had seen in pic-
tures. The church had been bombed. The thick
cement and brick wall, symetrically and power-
fully built to last for years, now was reduced
to a mass of rubble, No floor was visible
through piles of rock and debris. A toilet
bowl was lying on top of some of the rocks
as if it had been casually offhandedly thrown
there. Blood was all over the side walk ap-
proaches to the church and people were being
heiped into the many ambulances which had
now arrived. “Father,” one of the bystanders
said to me, “they are trying to kill all of us.”
1 could only agree. e :

A well-dres<ed Negro man was now pleading
with the crowd !o refrain from viclence It
was his church that had been hombed *The
police will find those responsible for this,” he

said. A group of young men in the crowd
were loudly disagreeing with him, About then

helmetted police quietly and cautiously tried

' warw wimilar tn the “How 1(_1“__8; Q

to move into the crowd now massed all over -

the street. A patrol car slowly eased through
one section of the surging mass and someone
bounced a large stone off the top of it. Another
followed. Other stones began to fly toward the
line of pofice who did their best to dodge them.
‘The minister was still pleading for order.
... .. .
MANY OF THE PEOPLE I passed were an-
xious to speak. All of them who did so spoke
respectfully and quietly. “Reverend”, one man
said, "isn't this terrible?” A well-dressed man
who looked like he might have been an usher
in the bombed church said, "“Father, we've got
tc be patient. ‘Vengence is mine saith the
Lord.” We must not become violent.” A young

boy with a Bible in his hand walked by cursing 7

loudly. . . .
Accidentally 1 bumped into a gir! who was al-
ready in motion to throw a large rock toward
the police in the middle of the sireet. When
she saw me she paused and then dropped the
rock when a Negro man standing nearby and
urhtly holding on to his wife told her not to
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throv #. 1 shook hands with a minlte
dressed exactly as I was who told me {hat this
wag the fortieth bombing in recent years an
then he asked rhetorically, “'How long can we
keep our people from serious retaliation?" 'I'hil
staternent  struck me immediately as being
Lord, how

very similar to d, how
long!" of the oppressed people of God in the
Otd Testament. '

More police were now arriving. Fire trucks
with lights burning brightly even in the day-
light were slowly moving toward the area.
Crowds of people were running here and there,
some getting away from the rocks that were
flying about, others were calling for children
or for loved cnes who seemed to have been i
the church.

» a9

AS | WAS WALKING away from the church,
an elderly looking gentieman approached me
and asked. “Reverend, why can't they catch
the ones who did such a thing? Why don’t they
gel those who are trying to kill us?” A shost
time later the second question would have bees
stated differently for they found the bodies of
four little girls who were killed by the explor
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A LAST LOOK at the scene which was be-
coming more and more frightening by the min.
ute brought once again lo my attention the
“How lorig?”" of the minister, On this Sunday
morning which had begun so quietly and com-
tinued so violenily this same prayerful qued
tion must surely have been ig the hearts and
on the lips of many of the good people of Bir- .

mingham. - s

. Birmingham — a city that is truly beautifuf;

a city which glories 'in 2 history that was s9
remarkable it merited for itsell the title *‘t
Magic City.” Birmingham—now a hame wh
epitomizes for many throughout the worl
hatred and violgnce and brutality. Birming
—a city whose® people now, if not in timed

past, trily know real fear. My sincee prayef

as ] watked away and the prayer of many
others who, like myself, were born in this city
and who love this city. my prayer was that the
‘time would not be so long before this city once -
again would be known for her beauty, for her
good people, for her tranquil and peaceful way

of life. for charity towards all men, rather tham

for such as happened on this overcast m} _
lragic Sunday morning. - c e
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FBI

Date: 9/24/63

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority or Method of Mailing}

TO : Director, FBI
SAC, Savannah (157-503) (P)

RE : ( OBAPBOMB
BOMBING MATTERS

Chief W. E. LAIN, Savannah Fire Department, Savannah,
Ga., advised that anyone who purchases explosives in Chatham
County, Savannah, or who brings explosives into Chatham County
is required to secure a permit from his department.

This permit bears the signature of applicant, purpose
for which explosives are to be used, type of detonation to be
used, right thumb print of applicant and place where it is to
be used.

A copy of this application is then forwarded to office
of State Fire Marshal, 132 State Capitol, Atlanta, Ga.

This information is being made available to Bureau,
Birmingham as 00 and Atlanta in event it is considered to
have investigative potential re captioned case, it being A
assumed that other states have similar requirements.

<§>r Bureau

- Birmingham (157-352) w :
2 - Atlanta stf ,7\

1l - Savannah o - O

N |5 7-1075-

‘

\1\'\5‘1?
12 Oy
R\ ' . EQngidr e
Approved: ) /) Sent M  Per

Special l{g/ent in Charge
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DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, BIRMINGHAM
SAC, SAVANNAH  /157-503/ 1P

BAPBOHB,Y Bi. .
RESVTEL FEPT. TWENTYFIVE LAST. |
DUE TO BR, BB, TFIS, AND NEW PROBABLE AUTOMOBILE THEFT RING
CASE, ONLY TWO ADDITIONAL KLANSMEN INTERVIEWED THIS DATE. NO /

.}‘.

INFORMATION DEVELOPED CONCERNING POSSIBLE SUSPECTS IN CAPTIONED

E ! CASE. &
e APPROX IMATELY SEVENTYFIVE KLANSMEN REMAIN TO BE INTERVIEWED

/57-/025 - /
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: OFFICE OF DIRECTOR R ONT
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION i i

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE MR, ‘:

. CALLAHAN

September 23, 1963

\ The attached anonymous letter was
TR sent to the Director from New York,
New York. -
The note reads; j}&} MR. TROTTER
T MR. JONES
,"'It is a well known fact you have TelE. Room

~ . 1S

‘never tried to find the white people  ™*HouLmEs
‘responsible for bombing. Ever since “"*METEALF
Emmet Tell was murdered you men : Al
?by your orders have pretended to try - 4

to find the murderers. It is a disgrace

to you and your F. B.L that all you .-

'care about is brown nosing the Southern*

:Senators for bigger appropriations. You

have the nose for it and your face shows

what you are, a big phony." L
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{_ testimonial was a rcminder that such legenus a:e uqud./....—-u.

"~ streus climax in Birmihgham on _Suhdayax

been a disgrace, o g
) mrtal than Mr. Hoover would long ago have
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It became the bleak duty of Senate Majority Leader Mans-
field to assure the Senate on Monday that FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover and his men are very much on the job in Birmingham.
Contrary to “reports in the press'” about the “lack of interest
of the FBI" in racist crime, Mr. Mansfleld said, he personally
had “no doubt” that the FBI and its dircctor were “doing_every- .
thing in their power to see that the culprits are found and - i :
punished.” : : ; : S e
1 am sure he is right. There must, after all, be a Jimit to the Do
imrnunity from criticism that Mr. Hoover can claim’ A distin- 62
guished performance is overdue. . - - : .
In the past eight years, Birmingham homes and churches
have been bombed 21 times, according to official tabulation. If
one goos back to 1947, the number of blasts is 40. The figures
are probably an understatement. The erucial fact is that not one
of those cascs has been solved. Time and again it has been
reported that FBI agents were diligently rooperating with local
police in an effort to find the criminals. The record has. been
total failure. . . S -
- * Y )
Perhaps this {lme things will be different; Mr. Mansfield’s
plaintive defense reflects the degree o which Mr. Hoover is on
the spot. One can only pray that the assassins-of these innocent
children will be caught. But one must add that, regardless.of
‘the outcome of this search, the FBI's Southern performance has

to a&n alm
Do yo

been damned by press and politicians alike .for the contlnuous
story of failure, The FBI's ability to escape such condemnaiion
is an.almest unplausible triumph of. public relations in which
even the faintest harsh word about J. Edgar Hoover has been
loosely equated with treason. . e
The bomb that destroyed four children.in Blrmingtam should
have finally shaltered the Hoover myth. But Mr. Mansfield's

Al a2 Siasle Igoanmods Ha ke

: ) k. ¥ . . ) - tion t4

The question, of course, ks not whether the FBI will finally us Ar
break lis scoreless streak. The children are dead.. . -~ . i
)( The question is why the FBI has so systematically failed
1o infiltrate the racist mobs and thereby antlcipate—and prevent
e $ommintiot Fransw that soaachad ite man.

o Toeo Lo
—at least some of the tervdrist frenzy thal réacnec S mol

- ‘That issue was_ bluntly raised this week'in 4 telegram from' |
ADA’'s Josebh TRauXr to President Kenredy—a communication, |

B UV



ST Gavgely lgnoved or purled By Tmost of the press..

.

. The real case against Mr.

: Z“’ The public record does show that Mr. Hﬁove'r, a 'big speech-

AT

e L T
*iThe fallure or.reluctance of the FBI fo inglirate rightwing
subversive elements in the U. 8. becomes ‘niore ppparent with

each additional tragedy in the ‘Soutr,” he¢ deglared ™™ . A -

“The total infiltration of the Communist Party by the FBI

" Qetonstrates the capacity of the bureau to. forestall criminal . "

“gotivity. The fallure to infiltrate the Citizens Council, the Ku' T
Jlux Kian and other racist atganizauoﬂq i5 inexcusable In this -
eurrent uisis.'}_-' R A S
The telegrdm urged that either’ the FBI's Southern operation
be drastically reorganized or that the Civil Rights Commission
receive the money and manpower to conduct its own police op-
erations in the South. - - : S o
One assumes that the recomendation was filed in some Presi-
dential pigeonhole resérved for explosive topics. S
But this is the heart of the Tuatter, No.one can say with
ertitude, as this is written, that the Sunday murders couid
have been averied by such infiltration. But surely the long his
tory of Birmingham violence suggests that the crime is the
work - of an organized conspirgpy which undercover 8genis
ht have exposed long ago. ZS - e -
ver is not simply that he has
failed; it is that he_apparently hasn't tried on any major scale
He hasn't tried, I-presume, pecause he is reluctant to 1isk his -
status as a sacred cow with the Southerners who control the ¥FBI's
budget, and annually grant him any funds he seeks, even in
{ntervals of “economy.” - Tt

maker on the subject of crime, has remained steadfastly inar-
ticulaie about racist violence. But again that silence may merely
Indicate his deference o the sensitivities of the Southern cabaliy

T i A D

Nothing sald here is designed o create the impression that

. {he FEI is composud of lazy men. Its agents ark busy, earnest -

snd generally consvientipus in matters that the director gives a
high priority. - S S o
Only yesterday I read &n excerpt from the memoirs of Green
Bay football coach Vince Lombardi in which he described the ¥
FET's vigilance in scrutinizing pro football players. R

e In warning his players against any «conduet that might ren-

der them suspect, Lombardi recalls, he told them, “I had & visit
the other dey from twe FEL men and . . . they 1old me that they're

keeping & closer watch than ever on &l professional sports.” ~

-7 And te added: :

C“‘One can only -sadly observe that similar iniense FBI sur-
A

“Now these FBI men didn't mention anybody on this team,

or on any other team eliher, but everyone is being watched.”

eillance of Southern racists might havé spared the couniry much
ot our present ordeal. S

W Sadiem

" ¥rom “Social Astonishments” by David Cort (Macmilian, $4.95)

_'Ijooy;r;amny of the diets I have looked at seem {0 me to refed
. . » disapprovel of other people’s having any fun. N
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- 1o deliver an oration proclaiming that “if the Northern busy-

X6 Ine ACMIMSITAUON 1o identify itself with a diluted bill even
“belore this Birmingham atrocity. ~ It seetns Inconceivable now. '
Surely all the dimensions of the behind-the-scénes struggle have.
been aliered by these shattering blows to the whole dostrine
of non-violence, and to the face of America. - o '
.~ Regardless of what- happens today or tomorrow Ih’ Birming- .
ham, the battle of Washington has been decisively altered, =~ -
. _ . :___‘*:k",_*'._‘.-g' O RN ‘.. e
The Justice Dept.'s declsion to send such top clvil Hghia :
.trouble-shooters as Burke Marshall tg the scene reflecis the
Administration’s awareness of national gravity as well as the
human horror of these killings Mrhe initlal announcement merely
kaid the FBI was being “called -In"" at once, but someofle must

have quickiy recognized the inadequacy of that jaove.
. ST e e e -

The .real qilestion, as one ponders the latest communiques
" from Birmingham, is not whether the Administration can any = -
Jdonger contemplate some tidy eompromise om civil rights legls- . - Fron%
latlon supplemented by qisolated acts of Intervention. It is. to the t
whether even -its effective advocsey of a .strong Dbl will be the Ind
sufficlent to sustaln the authority of the Negro leaders who have Jumpin
bravely c¢lung to the course of nan-violence in the faee of so 1t
much. brutal provocatien. - . . : - . of firdg
The Kennedy Administration, in its first {;hase, underesti- (’
mated the passion and meaning of the equal rights' revolution. -
Mr. Kennedy has confessed that his own sense of timing changed

,,,,,,,,,,,,, v has confessed that his own gense of timing changed
when the dogs were unléashed in Birmingham; up till that mo-
ment he had obviously hoped to avoid any Congressional battle,
_ This slaughter of childrer in Birmingham is far more mon- .
strous than anything that happened before. It renders adacemic g !g L 1
any argument as to whether the Administration can avold a =4 UL,
major confrontdtion on Capitol Hill in the coming c¢ivil rights T
test, Once again events have dictated that the President rise to 1 Me[ A
&n occasion not because any clause of any bill riight have saved 97 .1 ‘153
these children, but because_there can no longer be any ambiguity ]" Jee s
about where the Federal government stands. S ﬁm K 1944

In the context of this Birmingham fragedy some¢ of the [P!Iealdst
detatled arguments over specific provisions of the “public accom- 12€ ra
modations” bill become as vulgar as they are irfelevani. Shall we "t
seriously quibble over whether these slain little girls should have
been permitted to enter public swimming pools? '

. * ¥ * - . R
It was Harry Truman's misfortune, on the eve of this disaster, th

bodies stay at home and clean up their own backyards, the rest
of the country will obey its laws" and to berate “these young-
sters who are running around the country trying tq institute mob 3T
rule.” I trust Mr. Truman hates himself thi$ morning. But Co
there are many others whose insensitivity to the depth of this
conflict appears equally conspicious as funeral services are pre- isé;
pared for these children of Birmingham. o . San

The calamity has happened. It is irtetrievable and unfor- wey?
gettable, In the face of these murders, only the President can pla™
speak for the country's conscience—and not merely by words snf’
of ‘gentriné lamenit but-by full, dedicated commitment in'a legis- 'Y
lJative as well as moral sense. His 1863 is hérfy w#d nows. 7 71844 big:
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church yesterday = may have blasted the careful plans  Gnany e= § g 3@ M#39 52;. #.3'9-1.— FIPT18#3
men in Washington who gtifuse to believe thatthe struggle o " -&#39:
for equal rightsis alite-anddeath matte: in iméch usual spend |- o 5&#539 192
iormulae oi!  political maneuver  are out afate. _&#39r

= - S 4 - e
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Inthe aftermath of lastniontifs F1-ee_dt-n&#39;192iai-ch, mamgiyo

Zjon. Even some gga ffgg *-é\g@gg &#39 1%7%‘— Qggggﬁ&#rw f‘#3

l.
i cle hastened to
J Edgar Hooveris thereal murderer g&aoSSiandy O

bony Edgar' _a healthy emo-  that our 1;
G&#H39; . 2, _.ould be auiet to meet

SR AR ER R A T pqriggianiss taver oY
Strong voices within the  Administration qwetly contlnued" nnnrw_. . .

to resist the drive for a sweeping civil rights statute and to coun- P
sel the President against anytotal investment in such aneasure. L
The important  thing, the cool calculators argued, was to get
"sortie oi &ilt ratherthan torisk defeat by seelttni such
controversial provisions as the item la®ws part lll."-  Under
the proopsal the Justice Dept. would be amitied broad
new powers to bring injunction proceedings against civil rights

violators and _ thelice accomplices. It would dramatlcally
align the U. S. with the victims oi racist hoollgams

¢ana Both “—this pfovisin  and [H8 IE n&#3§| &#SQIJI%I d{{S%{%#?%%ZIQZfI

t viewed by some Administration strategists " ghting" proposi-
| tlons that "could onlyimperll the dbance  "some Kind-_o bIIIf&#39
- Throughout the Iast fortnight informed reports have in-
dicated that the strategy or retreat-was prevailing. . f1
But&#39;thafis betore yesterday : terrible b ¢mb|ng iB_ir_m-
mgham perhapsthe most gruesome andin ammatory 'sols-ode
at has occurrediour - modernsequel tothe civil war.

8439 8439 . 3D Whs

" &#39; ¥AZ &#39;1 ..
As this is written little more iknown . than; that four in
nnocent Negrahildrenwenelly slain&#39; |rdgnaam|t|ng ot

Negro d¢hatch has beenused asa citadel at Civil rights cs;
semblage that_a&#39;1-i yeaNel%t _has been KiNed Ioch]
K9 police and ®-y -year- -told boy&#39; b jor : ithe angry
turmoil that iollpwed theslaymgs Butorieneed notknow much
Kmore tdknow that tnose whohave beeradvocating; sort line in

the Congressionalcivil rightsdebate mustll.ave- suttered
c-__.~levastating shock.
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In connection  with our iofestigation the hawimbing the
Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama, on 9-15-63,
the following irformati submitted.
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11 ﬁ& % Wfortls be|n X nd)edentify the Sergeant Bill
g nU| éJI Chg is ;c::lrrigs tbeat 0:::vailable

for interview again today ~— and he will her questioned by Agents
A in an effort to abtablish there is dnyth to his story.
4]?""5"'» liik Clanl-Cilia  in  §lun92 cl-novels A-l 492uou92&#39;I¢-4al40al; 1I-192A &#39;192na |&#39;l-lleana
8";S'T of \gttimch, several additional persons who were in theurch
' at the tohe the  explosion have advised that the odor which followed
the explosion was unlike anything they had ever smelled before. They
described it as somewhat like a dry gunpowder or firecracker type
smell and yet not, spec:|.fically the same as gunpowder or firecracker
odor. Arrangements are bein  made through military authorities at
Fort  McClellan for
if  these witnesses
$21- mar ey deeaea A testedtgliision compositiQr@o determine
can identify the odor from the explosion with  the
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Memorandum to Hr. Belmnnt - =
RE: UNSUBS; BOMBING GHTEENTH
STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

In connection with our investigation to locate a
Rambler automobile with license tag beginning with 1A7 . or
1B7 allegedly seen by near the scene oi the
bombing shortly after its occurrence, the Birmingham Oiiice
has located and eliminated 17 <. Since other witnesses
in the area of the church at the time oi the explosion have
dﬁd se th atth -« - psuch car, - _there _ isope - oubtas to B
the veracitz&in:Eormation, andhas beinter-

viewed today in this regard.

iti-
The Birmingham Office is continuing to check into the
possibility of members of the Nation of IdNOh! being
involved in view of that organization&#39;s advocacy of the
oi the rands its cpposition to integration.

Members of  the Birmingham mosque of  NOI, which ifocated across
the street from victim church, are being located for interview
and their whereabouts during the pertinent period checked out.

The Edfrcegham and auxiliary offices are
completing aspidly as possible interv ews oi  Kflawn and
hate group members and  are appropriatel checking out the
whereabouts during the pe tinent pe of an dss
amon these als.
_uponcon actby Bureaugents .  on
- -0 N questions ~ oraccount ~ for his _le""?
whereabouts at the time of the bombing. That piase .
mvestlgatlon concerninghe possibleinvolverment oi and

members o his gang is continuing to be pressed.
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Memorandum tir Belmont

RE BCEIBS, OF SIXEEENTH
BAFHEST CHURCH
Asa Earl Carter, Oxford, Alabama, ataunch  segrega-
tionist and member of  the Volunteers for Alabama and Wallace
was interviewed on 9-23-63 but furnished no information 0i
value. He indicated disapproval oi such  violence asihe bombing
of the  victim church and offered toooperate fully with the
Bureau concerning the matter. He expressed the opinion that
the bombing  could have  been perpetrated by awhite person but
that such aperson would have tobe crazyand thatany such
person would logically lssociatedvith the National States
a rhe the State
ng interviewed taddy ormation

them concerning their whereabouts during the pertinent period of
the hwithbing bmmediately checked.

ibeing Y
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tatl Reporter ecauseof a Federal law} But yesterday was the first
&&gsgg ;&3939 ﬁ%ﬁ@l@e i‘f h presumesthat any ex-time anyone was killed. Gale

e ennedy yesterd ordered |osive used ia bombing Churches have been the tar- Rosen

ibis chiefcivilrights aideand ascrossedstatdine. ,gets in seven instances.

Itwo other p . Justice Depart- They may also move when The frequency of racially 1
Imexfticia Irmln = suspected that persons felated bombings  has in- SUIllvan ]
ibanto spearheadfull iN-nave conspired to prevent creased since the city moved Tove] |

vestlgatlon of the Negro others from  dhgying into an uneasy settlement of B .

church  bombing that killed Constitutional  rigg#ge:; racial differences last May Trotter _.?
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eless than five hours afte IS U”der FBI  investigation Four persons were injured
>92F&§§§9 - newsof thetragedyvasre @hu May 11 when the home of the

brother of the Rev. Dr. Martin o 92
. - -r- --
epartmnt Sa|d that outside in that areaand Irrninghal’n motel were hit. On Aug m 92.

fo Th k id a bomb- andwith the desegregationf Tele Room ..
|]| &‘lrdefwaShlnu 'E@[F]J esT‘irr]] TBai“rmiﬁgh(;rrnn- public schools Sept. 4. 4 /I/'/MQI-

Gandy _..._

has had a long history of m xtensi m- 5
gtbompertsﬂlsmag them-become vy difficult bomizausedxte svéa q .
brought in to aid the officials pecauseof the ea ~ accessibii-29¢ 1© @ Negro attorney&#39;s -, .

h

land-Blagentshaareassistiyl of dynamite. ome. It was again hit the -

1ing local aUthOfltleS 1; Birmingham ng an ore night schools desegregated.

| Amttor

plosives are Four days later, the home
WGF%SIS mmgergte(-:;]re ul. Experts of the Negro businessman who

use are umerous. owns thwotel was red. And Of I I
~Marshali, Assistant Deputy At-  Since 1947the ity has been last Tuesday a small concus- . q
torney General Joseph Dolan rocked by 4t ast 50 bomb- sion grenade went off ih

wand the Attorney Generals ad- ings About hal of these have Negro neighborhood.

been related to abor disputes. In the wake of the May

Hministrativeassistant)ohn gyt in  moi recent years,bombings, several persons, in-

Nolan. Negroes prim rily have be- jcluding policemen, were in-
Mai-shall, who heads the De- ome the targ S. jlured im" riot. The Sept. 4

9i21' . &#39 Ijha/airtmenfs rlghtSdIVI The bombin of the church bombmg again set off rioting

- 92"E _&#39; sion, was the Irey gure
® last ei
o

arked at lea the 21st time

the mhithtions broug

an end to the racial strife in
Birmingham last April andl
May. 1

INo |mmed|ate comment was |
Xpe President K
ﬁne yw olearnedf the h that Ured 61
bombing  while  aboard the r | nﬁ]n r . o -
Wh|te House yacht Honey i tyea at a Ju e The Woahlnqlon Post and

RThiepokesaiat]  t /&#39;. 1 :“->>~1 19 ksl

orney General is keeping his 1

Iwhich left one Negro dead

brother informed of the situa- The Evening S101.

tion d®_ has done in past 6 QC;-3 1pldNeworkleraltiibune._
ﬁ rIEEBIS Okesmd New York Jburnal-American

agents in Blrmmgham rushed &#39;92 &#39; -.<- 1 1*IYO8#3BH39; "&#39;°"i"--&#39;i
to the scene immediately and g#3o9: aw York Déslys M

several more will be arriving ~ K

from nearby cities. . aw York Post

1 I-le saidthe FBbves in . The New York Times 1
automatigally to assist in in- c, The Worker imi-

vestigations  of violence like

. the Birmingham bombing, but '
in this case the Department&#39; a
has specifically directed a 11 - 11 l. N
[full  i8sS8igation. 7. 51 I» u Egm

Federal officials can step? &339-

witd s Fwou
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T i L "The Washington Post drithes Herald" for September 16,

1963, page A6, sets forth remarks allegedly from an FBI spokesman
concernlng subject bomblng The spokesman allegedly stated that

&#439:5 bombin on Se tem 4, 1963, in Birmingham, is under FBI

= &lfig#30= Tt fyé other ~ bombings  which  have occurred

-ii-| .

"Th@NashlngRomand‘ imdderaldirticless |Eh8mt39atL
! Oy Ul-I=S.i2e-lioent _barhi;_1 g8_whittave occurred in Birmingham since |-<".
-1% 5 63, the Bureawisjnyestigating four of jmgpand w of the92~d

¥8 Sliser?-vreaen:_ento nnealnpelr nennaw no J.I1Ve5T5i,g3ti(#E8 D-
%?#wte? i
BETA ILS J
Y A check was made with the office of Mr. DelLoach and no such9292
statement has been made as indicated in The Washington Post and E
Times Herald" article. S
A cgngnminn - H-an mr-nni= . hnmé&#39;hincrwhich. .. _have  nar-.11r&#39;cHQ |E
Blrmlngham the following should be noted. ! The Gaston gg&#39 g a.

. Kin e bro er of Rei/erenlsﬂartln Luteh
&J&Qm%!lé B#W@f&rl%. llombedgpthe samenjght,i ,

[I)cg{nblngs brﬁd extenswe qleﬁo(gr’zlé— ave feent}drr#l‘%\f/ad % %%Te{n}

" ! h 'rl;he %gesl etnca tnul’? St[]ol §1§tm_ T --
orney. whoha eenaC| CiVi rs I
iIrminghamwasbom_ o _n_iLug: ugf1 E\%m 39;1&#39'-*3-P

1. _&H39:-

| iuredn the BXDih ANSCHHREIAERES MEHNR i bt *U O 4

|(r:]tegrated motel in. Birmi_; ghak L,was bombed on
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont
RE: UNSUBS; BOMBING OF SIXTEENTH
BATHES T CHURCH

| arthd of

RN
|\ r"

ment anda no
n

mvestl ation
T®739:~ *92 J
<--V. A
- dSe 'Theb residence 01 Art urf tDL ht ;88 was  again
e mper e 1acts_ In
vﬁeseussé’de with theBe artment e tembernférg?u
and no request for |nvest|gat|on was made, however
September 5, 1863, Department did request an mvestl_
g tion into the bombing. Au e
conducted concerning this Bombing and aspecial sofuad ~
gents has been sent to Birmingham to conduct the investi_
gation.
1-3 I On the evening of Se tember 8963 the
-5 l; BSldBnQ§W2§f@aston in Jefferson C untgd Iabamg was
-§1:.828#30;_, ﬁ %_' T ,glél g ner
ves. f Birminghaanea gas nobeeramme cwi rg hts
6:4 ~ matters. The facts-in this fire bombing vbeoe!ght
5)9’%45. 1the attention of the Department on September 1963,
G- 169 rand no investigation  was_requesteQ,
=i R . X S '
o ?Blrmln %?ﬂ:;% KraGro tHiuntich haEh tteenter
:"12_-'!$”~'4 ﬁpm@éd?z'”gz Wh%& R R Wi R o §58956%3 567 Bk ui"z ?fd%llﬂ@%éﬁﬁ%gz
el L X AS OAG \ |
E-=&#39;\K ForEchnitehds keltetin Ber ]ﬁ%emﬂs
1|’|3|> =-5 injured. W Mediate1¥. entered this . . case_to condng] g
[ty full |n1e§I1 ation_ani sent an adHitional special ~squad

of SAC Roy Moore of thee
inves_

» Bf

jlttle

;tigation,

Agents under “the supervision
Rock Office into Birmingham

92/ 2&#39:50

to conduct the
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Han-as-to halt after

and _killed as he, rode his

18&#39;} Al

they picked up two white ,
caught him stoning cars. A 13-

WwWagmd boywashofembinandreleasedhem. yy,

questioned them about the

e egram.

le existsy %(Ht lowing Sunday School:-Bia
OCH&'@ ellq song books lay shredded
a

and scattered through ilthe

. The Rev., Martin _ Luther
IKingJr. wiredPresideKen-

Egg%lhdeofi?he Citsyuburban aréa nedytrom Atlanta that he was OﬁPrNeeSJsggrtt Ksr‘g'e‘\j,\),’ésyﬁg%'gg church. Y.

‘ ‘ ;going to Birmingham to plead by radio-telephone and At- In the main sanctuary up-i
Police Rzrited &#39: _W|g\eM?9r09§#§b; remain - 10N~ tomey General Robert F. Ken- stairs, which holds about soot
Comonnsieos Wt 6ot re sag i s . 5 VT, S parsons e it and B
sered ah_er g POICS mediate  Federal steps are  “zrhall, to Birmingham. At Were covered with pieces of

ur?et Vl‘(’ ite tei rﬁ'ld paf;"taken there will be in Bi- caci 25'FBI agents, inciuding stained glass. .
ents 1o keep ellri chiiaren o mingham and Alabama they Omb expertsfrorﬁ Washlng_ One of the dead glrlS was.

Thousands of hysterical Ne-
groes poured into the area
around tbleurch this morn-I
ing and police fought for two:
hours, firing ries into thel
air, to control them.

When the crowd broke up,
scattered shootings and ston-
ings erupted through the city
during the afternoon and to-

-

The Negth killed by
police was Johnny Robinson,
16. They said he fled down an
alley when they caught him
stoning cars. They shot him
when he refused to halt.

The 13-year-old boy -killed,
outside the city was Virgil?
Ware. He was _shot at about
the same time as Robinson.

Shortly  after

police broke up a rally

-whitestudentgrotestinthej At

desegregation of three Bir-

the bombing? groés who ran to the church
ofl at the sound of the blast.

- -&#39;¢ PifEttedcoroner&#8BK
identified

worst racial holocaust this Na-

tion has ever seen.” _ City Police Inspector , ,
i Dozens of survivors, their 11_|a|eysaid as many as 15 Denise McNair, 11; Carol Rob-

kaces dripping  blood from the sticks ‘of dynamite must have ertson, 14; Cynthia Wesley, 14,

ton, were being rushed in. )
w. J. fice

the dead as

been used. and Addti]e ae Collcijns, g
&#89; have talked to witnesses As the row outside.
giass fhat gow ot of e wno say they saw car drive Wwatched the victims -being"
ChurCh&#Bgmed glasswm- d th d just carried out, one youth broke
dows, staggered around the pY and then speec away jus »
building in a cloud of white before the bomb hit," he said. away and tried to touch one
g " In Montgomery, Wallace of the blanket-covered forms.

dust raised by the explosion,

The blast crushed two nearby This is my sister,” he cried.

said he had -a similar, report

: and said the descriptions of My God, shes dead. Police
cars like toys and -blew out the car&#Bng;upantsp did not tooyk the hysterical boy away. A
windows blocks away. make clear their race. But  \amie Grier superintend-
Negroes fStoned. C‘;"S in other 1o served notice on  those ent of the éunday School
sec|;|ons Oh B|rméngh ol 'ﬁnd responsible  that every law gaid when the bonib went off
police exchanged shots with & ¢¢orcement agency of this, people began screaming, al-
blodis o blocks.from the Siale Wil be used” (0 appre-=most” stampeding o get out
i bend them." ide. Th ded &#39;walked
church. It took officers twol siae. € wounae ;walkeq]

hoursto djspersethe scream-| e Pombing was the 21St ground ja  daze, she said.
. One of the injured taken to

n
‘i Birmingham in eight years,
mgsurglngowcﬁOOONe;anthhe irst to kill. NONeotaj nospital was a white man.

the bombings have been. Many others cut by ying

*

olved. :
- oA . lass and other debris were
hurt It?a?(jsit eno}:;erﬁonsbawe;;]ee S@pllcestruggletd) h0|dﬁot treated at hospitals. ,
blast to %e treatgd a)t/ hos- back the crowd, the blasted E thin E WeeE&#39:-"-"P
s . churchs pastor, the Rev. John I OUrtnin Fourvvee T

It wasthe fourth bombingn

s, grabbed a mega- - Do
four weeks in Birmingham,

(ﬁénd walked back and

mingttanidekhyaue ores

reported

Press
the injured

segregationists  apparently, en _ [Associated
route to the student rally washhat among
disbanded. _&#39; subseque t
Frangetralsgument

[B00  State troopers sent into, Another
the city by Gov. &eorge

white man

gatherings  of white and Ne- to police,]
groes. Wallace sent the Mayor Albert Boutwell,
troopers and ordered 500 Na- tears streaming down
tional Guardsmen to stand by cheeks, announced the
at Birmingham armories. had asked for help.

King arrived in the city to-  js a tragic event,"
night and went iato confert \well said. Is
ence with the Rev. Fred Shut- ipat few
teesworth, leader_in the civil commit
rights fight in Bi#8Bigham.

The City Council held an qch
emergen eeti to, discus:
Satefie SSokeait
but_rejeCted proposals for &#3&ago on.
curfew. » Boutwell

DOZEIISOf persons were in. Jamie Moore
jured when the bomb went off Stateassistanda
in the church, which held to Wallace.

400 Negroes at the time, 1n. while
a@dading children. It was to be well under
Youth Day at the church.  ocal law enforcement

A few_hours latgr. police at this "time, the possibility

individuals
ich

Iconcerned the public

requested

control

in

shooting were a

injured ky Negro. e sopbed.
was

wounded by a Negro who at-
Wallace, quickly broke up all tempted to rob him, according

his children.

city

Bout-
just sickening

could
horrible
atrocity. The occurrence of ipainted children&#3fumiture
thing has so gravely were strewn about in one Sun-

Jisvoicebrokeandrmuld

and Police Chief

the

telegra

the situation appears

of

officers

oi

and the third since the current|
school  desegregation
came to a boil Sept. 4.

Desegregation of schools in,
Birmingham, Mobile and Tus-i
kegeavasfinally brou
about last Wednestay whe

forth, telling the crowd, The
police are doing everything
they can. Pleasego home."

The Lord is our shepherd,”
"We shall not
want." ;

The only stained glass
window in the church that re-
mained in ifsame showed
Christ leading a group of little
The face of Christ
was blown out.

After the police dispersed
the hysterical crowds, work-
men with pickaxes went into
jthewreckedasemeaotthe,,
church. Parts  of brightly

the National Guard. Some of
the Guardsmen in Birmingham
are still under Federal orders.
Wallace said the ones he
alerted today were units of
the Guard "not now feder-
alized."

The City of Birmingham
as offered &52,000 reward
for the arrest of the bombers,
and Wallace today offered an-

@B6600.
day School room, and blood i
stained the flobmmks of Dr.- King Berates Wallace

concrete the size of footballs But Dr. King wired Wallace

litered the basement. that the blood of four little,

The bomb apparently went children is on your hands.
Mbff in an unoccupied basement your irresponsible = and mis-
room and blew down the wail, guided actions have created
sendingstoneand debris y-; in Birmingham and Alabama
ing like shrapnel into a room the atmosphere that his in-

where children were re-assem- duced continued ~ violence and.,
bling for closing prayers fol- now murder. |

_Crisis&#39;

(h;hti

President Kennedy federalized —
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An estiptgher waited forone gqf  investigated theblast 11the 1_t ith__;
the victims in yesterday s Birming- Street Baptist Church there. D0011-_ »;_
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"f-1:1 The folfowing informatioltoncerns oullnvestlgatlondenttfy
1, the perpetrators of the bombingof the Sixteenth StreeBaptist Church111
_: Birmingham, Alabama, @ 15/ 63. P
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont
RE: UNSUBS; BOMBING OF
SIXTEENTH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 1/

In connection with the continuing investigation in the aka the
bombing theBirmingham Office located andnterviewed tenadditional
persons whowere reportedly in the vicinity of the churchshortly after the
explosion butmeBeiduals weable  to furnishany pertineninformation
Additional membersof the congregation whaevere presentin the church atthe
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont

RE: UNSUBS; BOMBING OF
R TR B R SO IRINAR 391 7T 239: 028#39;1"I"&439,18#39;-7| §'1" D&H3Y;I-1&#39; 211

<if™ ~.

€- &13511 &ég

=21 -E&#39;,

i tlme dghe - mbin ob Iocated in erwewed as rapi E aal
QO%%L tcflden'?fh-ﬂa%] te VeS ﬁd;rt ieen are

i?— IlrE]me ately xplosion ga\efé C|.V| DS!:WW(\)/‘VTOH? a the ma
lan %’%m& By Warming DeeaUaaghte dn'bdnd

_nothing tdo with the bombing.

= %;39
An additional 122 interviews dfnown Klan and hate group members
8#39-11 and bombing suspects conducted by the Birmingham and auxiliary ofces  on
ms 9/ 18/63 disclosedinformation ofalue.  These interviewsare continuing.

The funeral services for three dhe four children killed in the
explosion took place on 9/ 18/63 andno suspicious persons were observed
in the large crowd which attended the services.  The only incident which
occurred involved an anonymous report received by the Birmingham Police
Department PD!that anan in a cafe at Sixth Avenueand TwelfthStreet,

South had Sagun Gﬁj had ,d ntentlo tshooteéﬂo}{neral
hlte male at the daf guestion, found hlm in possession 6f'a &#39;E61&#39;; &#B9;
placed him under arrest  for violation he  State Firearms Actand for -

beinda driink This occuirred nrior to the fiineral and the bnolice were tinable



Memorandum for Mr. Belmont
RE: UNSUBS; BOMB ING OF

SIXTEENTH STREET BAPTIST  CHURCH
AVashington news reporton 9/19/63tBaimingham Police
ssued a pick up doter two white  men in ccrnecticn \thtn church
ing has been checkedby the Birmingham Office with the Birmingham
D and Lieutenant Tom Cook of tbapartment advised that Henows  oft
no such order having hesued by his department.

The Birmingham Office aniliary = offices are handling all
phases ofthis investigation on greferred basis andall leads are beingrun
out as rapidly as possible.

ACTION:

This matter is receiving close attention dhe  Seat of Government
and pertinent developments vod immediately brought to your attention.

/92 &#39;r ;,§ ..r.4g

|&#39; V
f
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Bureau vestigation

92

Re: Bombing, of church in Algbama:

| think you should investigate and find out
ifit waeinot thenegroes themselveswho put
the bomb. Don&#39;t believeany white  men would
risk going downinto  ea Church basement too
much risk of being seen.

Think they know their assuming they  are new
mesl;er- and every white has to dov __ &#39THEY ;

RANT AMD DEFAND MORE H1G TS TUAN THE welrgs
1"- -"IN S~f'P.&#39;AND'THEV H35 313%$?-g

TO SHWAR TH? TITES,

IS IOSINH
KRXR "FANS

Just Qttle
st r- how

?han theefYth%nr:lsé%P

over 100

x-"-are from slave to

lon "' at

the stupidity.

mac-12 Jq__
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"SGT. BILLMUNO-W@EOMH INUINGWEOSSIBUEBENTBEING-IOROUGHLY

CHECKEDOUT AT ANNISTON, ALABAMA. CONFIDENTIAL SOURCESOF MILITARY
CONTACTING ALL KNOWNMILITARY PERSONNEL INTERESTED IN GAMBLING AT FORT
PECLELLAASTOIDENTITOFQ-B-0-TEHBIGTFUNQUO RECOROSECK"
OF CIVILIAN AND MILITARY PERSONNELAT RRT CLELLAN, Al-A., EXAMINED
FOR VEHICLE MEETING DESCRIPTION BELIEVED WMLIZED SGT. BILL MET
wxrnuzcarxvzRESULTS. I
auolr nnncons uneueZL EMENTANNISTXINNsuzmxKxx, INC.
INTERVIEWEDronnv AND ALL nznxzn cunnzur KLAN ARFILIATION dny
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REMAINING INTERVIEWS TO BE OHIS GROUP APPROXIMATELY

TWENTYFIVEO

SURVEYS ORESIDENCES ANBUSINESSES ANNISTAGBROUP COVERHDDAY,

INCLUCHMEBIRSCUPANGECURITY, ETC.
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WARRIOR GROUP-
ALL KNOWNACTIVE MEMBERSAND SOMEPAST MEMBERS,AS WELL AS
ASSOCIATES INTERVIEWEDALIBIS OBTAINED, AND CHECKITO NOAVAIL. NO
INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWEIR CHECKHBIIS GROUBEEMED WORUOFFURTHER

INVESTIGATION AS SUSPECT.
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Re Birmingham airtel to all continental offices.
dated 9/18/63, captioned Bapbomb.
A In connection with the investigation ithis g
matter it is desired that all offices receiving copies  of

this airtel dbterrame appronriate informants dnd
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TO H r . R O S e —|y / nxn: September 24, 1963
[ FrROM:
w9 - Fguzg, SUPect | BOMB
o I
w5 olF Mohr .._..._-I
T8 Qi photographs taken ofthe  16th Street Baptist Church, Sasper -
F.-1-5 Birmingham, Alabama, prior to and after the  bombing ~ |
f;§8f;393-_ Wil which occurred on September 15, 1963. O n r
ig”
Also attached are six FD-302&#39;s prepared by
li-it-I nnelconcerning various aspects of
4 > ”§ :—abborat@!:s{r)lations conducted inonnection with
aboratory E
=1~ Afs-ti-_-
%:_} this case. Va r
8CTION: G u I I E
. . For filin urposes.
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dex o _~C On Septemberiab63, itthe  Sixteenth street p
Q? Special
Lsen of September 15, "
19639;
The search consisted of Piece-by-piece examina-
tion of all debris in the ladies lounge of the church and w
rooms immediately adjacent to trealies lounge, the bomb ,&#39;
L crater and area immediately surrounding it, for any material "
3572 18430;106: - of value that would assist _ identifying the type and phy-
sical make-up of the  bomb device used. e F
The following material, found in the ladies lounge, f
: ladies restroom adjacent to the lounge, and the room weést 7
RAT e . )
8439+8f and adjacent to tlwnge was obtained for further Laboratory
e examination in an effort to identify the explosive substance
used from possible explosive residues that may be  present:
Ul Pieces of heavy gauge wire from the screen
coverings ever the eindoss ithe ladies
L
| Pieces of Viiaohawv from the windows in the
ladies lounge.
AL -A8d#39;. 51, in.e&#39;
QTSI I Fragments of drapery material that covered the
windows in the ladies lounge.
! Fodirt the metal frame of the \geeen
covering the windows ithe ladies lounge.
I Scrapings from window  sill ifadies lounge.
~No burned safety fuse, fragments of diming device,
container fragments, fragments of blasting or _electric blasting
GAIpsS, igniter fragments, or other  materials  which could
.be  associated with domb, were found. "

O 1IN, NI~ o ™. " e Al oL o L A rm— N ™ N



September 17zéea

&§39:'~ 1
¢ ~1,-=-1-°
e &S
0i Se 16, 196scial 4397539
Agen assistance :_E.W; 7 %‘
5,45 it
systematic search ~ ofthe areathe ~ Sixteenth Street .
Baptist @ba@@h, 6th Avenue, North, Birmingham, Alabama. . -
The search  encompassed the  streets abounded the church,
the buildings acrossthe  sdrebt behind the  church, e
including the root areas oi thasdings. The debris 139;2:5"-3
tineats located was examined minutely where iound. '
No burned  safety iuse, lragments of  a tiheice, b
blasting or electric blasting caps, tragments oi aontainer .
in whic domb may have been placed, or other  material tor FR72?
association with abomb  was found.
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septemoer lo, 1905

On September 18, 1963, at Kemp&#3€£arage 830

lath Striiil ||th Birmingha
four-door haifi éégﬁgj &l bi?f@ﬁggMS

serial number 58 A0I987.
16th Street, North, adjacent to théth Street Baptist
Church on the morning of September 15, 1963,at the time

ofthe explosion dhe church. It was the car nearest
the padint explosion. &#39;

The major deasage located on the hood of
this car which was buckled and pierced Hlying pieces
of concrete. Large pieces of concrete resembling that
of the preformed steps from the northeast corner of the
church  viewed under the lwod top of the motor. g
Vhewe removed for Laboratory examination.

The windshield, rear veindow all door glass
was broken. The debris in the carwas examined but
nothingwas  ftarnd association with an explosive or
laobssory.

.. llitoirail dfe caere tlé'y{mcml

The car was made dor examination
Kemp&#39's Gareb ree, who
resides |Alabama.

6i&#39:58q: 1 &#39;,
" 18:#39;
,-J "
1 &#39;38#39; w ! nedao:
r
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September 18, 1963

\"

On September 18, 1963, at Kempé&#38rage, aso

thh Str et North, Bl amﬁhed

19 evro e la Sport Coupe, erlal number 58
145302. "

The car was horned to such an extent that its
aradanal could not be determined. Everything ithe
car of a combustible nature  weduced to tine ash. All
low melting point metal trim pieces wedeced to molten
masses. The uniform manner in  which the car burned suggests
an acceleraut  wasd, specific type of accelerant used
could not be determined. i

Nothing was found in the car to indicate the pre-
sence of an explosive or n bomb accessory.
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September 17, 1963

On the night of September 15, 1963, an examina-
tion was made oi damage to the Sixteenth Street Baptist
Church, 1530 6th Avenue North, Birmingham, Alabama, and
oi the area surrounding the church, which  church was bombed
at @2 the morning oi September 15, 1963.

The characteristics oi the damage, the distribution
oi debide, and outside the church, and the type oi
debris, indicated aigh order type explosive, such as dyna-
mite, had been placed on the ground in iront @ double
window oi the church and under an_outside concrete stairway
that partially covered the double window. The stairway leads
tron the ground level to the second floor level and is located
at the northeast corner of the church. The double windows are
in a basement room oi the church known as the Iladies lounge
and are covered on the outside by heavy gauge protective wire
screens, as are all the basement windows of this church.

The iloor oi the lounge was approximately tour feet
below the window sill. The window sill VBas above ground
level. The church foundation was 30" thick at this point and
consisted @ 10&#3%ne facing @ver 20" thick  brick and
masonry wall

) The explosion iragmented . the outsid?] concrete | stairway
Directly beneatlthe stalrwayandogiaosnet e windowill, In
the ground, was a crater measuring
and it extended iron the wall ot the church to the inner edge
oi the sidewalk, a distance measuring 3 2/3 ieet. The explosion
fragmented the solid limestone window sill and tore out the
ioundation oi the church immediately beneath the window sill.
Th window glass, window irames and heavy wire gauge protective
screens  were shattered and blown into the ladies lounge. Er-
tensive damage was caused in the interior 0! the ladies lounge.
A large hole, approaimately 78#397 &#38jrectly opposite  the
window and 16 feet from it was blown out oi a partitionuiorming
one side oi the lounge. This wall was constructed oi two thick-
nesses or_ brick and covered with wet plaster._ At the time or
the examination, the tloor oi the lounge was covered with 6"
oi debris consisting oi brick, stone, conorete, glasa, mortar,
. = -&#39; &#39; &#39; .92 .&#39; . a"
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BH 157-352
phasidr, lath, and wood from a partition and from
underneath an inside stairway.

The main supporting beams in the northeast corner
area of the church were weakened. Numerous windows throughout

the church were broken by the blast effect;

_The main ettects oi the blast inside thleurch were
confined to the ladies |83 e.

Although there is no way of accurately determining
the amount of explosives used, the damage caused by the bomb
appears to be consistent with  that which would heoduced by
from ten to twenty sticks of dynamite, or its equivalent.
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September 18, 1963 gée
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92°"8439,J.
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On Septembef 8, 1963, at Kemps Garage, 830 7
19th Str trth Birmingham, Alabama Special Agent *5%-.- ¢
nmined @956 Chevrolet Bel Air, -51&#39;2
Ui o°  rrdto p, with red body and  white top, 1963 ,:&#39;87.
Alabama license -36022, Serial Ho. VC56A064I59 speedo- !
meter reading 34426!. This earhad bees perked en the
Av street adJacent tothe pointoi  the explosion  that
- curred on  September 15, 1963, at  the Sixteenth Street
Baptlst Church, 1530 %ng Avenue North, Birmingham, Ala- sei-
bama. )
The major damage was located on thetwo doors 'z
onthe right side dhe car. This damage was caused by o
flying fragments or concrete tregemble the concrete .
1 iron the gpretormed steps that were onthe northeast €
fcorner dhe  church. PRI
.The  windshield and rear window were completely D-&#39;
blown out or the carand  ahe-window oleess shattered.
Debris in the car was examined, but no physical evidence
tor association with an explosive or anobssory was
£ound., _ -=1=? ~1t"
car was made available tor examination A

&#@@39&,%&]@%% _ *1_abemployee Who zglﬁrcy_q
N Photoiaihof thisr wekesA

Vi

Iragbments of concrremoved frahre carwere
removed tor

oratory examination. ~iif;&#39;
-&#39;92-
-an -
- V1-x
s < %EQ;-l

1 $2 &#39;
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192 Memorandum B a#395

TO ole
Mr. Rose on-rt; September 23,1 sufara
Tovel §

#RQK,,, MgGQwa_M92/ | -
.. SUBT VB bYSCRRaRUgR BN

SAC Raymond L. Faisst calledat 7:28 p.m. ,9-23 -63, to
advise that he had received aall from Assistant Attorney General

Louis Oberdorfer. Mr. Oberdorfer  was calllng on behalf of the

t ene s HOBIRE £ -&#39;/
18P ESENTAtES TG jthiibr
arrival tomorrow morning 9-24-63,  af Birmingham. SAC aisst

indicated that Mr. Oberdorfer ~ wanted the Agentsto chat with them.

2a,. SAC Faisst was instructed thatno information whatsoever

T concerning the bombing investigation  should be discussed with either
*Royall orBlaik.  They will, however, be metat the airport as a
| courtesy.

0.
SAC Faisst indicated that when Deputy Attorney General --
1 Kataenbachwas iBirmingham, Katzenbach and Departmental &#39;
Attorney Joe Dolan made arrangements with the building manager
in the 2121 Building which rents considerable space tothe Govermnent
and in which building this Bureau maintains its Birmingham Office
so that Katzenbach and Daldn accessto dawo-bedroom apartment

4n:he penthouse thfat building.

v 3\/Ir Oberdorfer in his telephonecall to SAC Faisstwanted &#39] 92
5 the building superintendent contacted so arrangements could be made
for Royall and Blaik inthis apartment. SAC Faisst indicated to &#3¥39;
Mr. Oberdorfer that he vl the General Services Administration
o GSA! representative  in Birmingham  call Oberdorfer  directand the
— 4 FBI would not make arrangements for thpartment.

J%.i%ﬁ%@m_'g#%;
K==

_ SAC Faisstwas instructedto makeno overtures for space
A3, for Royall and Blaik andthay such&#39 arrafn&#39;gemedrenshdeld

_-% (BSA- J-&#39;  _ -/ 11 if
%2% } = &#39;
.//& I2 889’1963 S

:.>/'. —

B1 Mr, Evans

REﬂ_:hQ

-2 4}&#39;4,7&#39;". --~1J




P £ 5
'g#39; - -1 92 =

.92
- Memorandum to Mr. Rosen
B+ 51 RE: BAPBOMB
B e Thirdly, Assistant  Attorney General Oberdorfer inquired

0 of SAC Faisst de the stenographic situation. He  was advised that
we cannot possibly provide stenographic services for Royall and

) i_8_'..i Blaik and was suggestedthat call the United States Attorney&#39;s
- Office. &#39;

--&#39; >947--_
ACTION:

For information.
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Memorandum

- ‘Mr. Conradyl//&#38m; 9/1&#39; K39,
g 1o TI: |Ive1n
B 5: Trotter
A-1- mom : R. m. L%II%Fégom
H;l%i#éfg.*«#gr -&#39: Govridvyg&#sg’ ¢
sy s LIINKINOWIN stgancrs; Vv

?”%%fé\“-}gz- I* 1iBII.18].QHURCcH,*BIRMmMGHAM

ACABA”192111Q;_ ;BOMBING MATTERS

SAC Roy Moore of the Little Rock Office, presently heading

the investigation of the above nmatter tBa@mingham Office,
&H#39:1.8439; telephonically advised this afternoon that the search of the crime scene
forppvidence of the explosive device used the bombing has been
i g LU I-!!{pleted and no efidence fuse, detonator or container  has been
]}LHW fouhd. Fragments  of delis other material which may contain
explosive residues have lmetlected for Laboratory  examination.

~1&#39;-"&H39;. &HITIT. hington when? he has complef®d his g

1S proceeding to Council Bluffs, lowa, to honor a
and P ]
Mﬁﬁ%&%ﬁm%& @
1- |crime scene for Laboratory studyand anaIyS|s g
/genres
£l %)t '
Norerdnformation. &#39,7. /z2,3]
a -uullpb,
3 Belmont NOTE: Subsequent to the above
21 E Qél%hgn all _SAC Moore advised that
o DeLoach necessarily be held
1141843911 additional day to assist in
-Evans S
~ =°~&#39; =&#39;¥8§ the examination of  swmarsral that
—— - Rosen had been damagedin the explosion.
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&#39; | SEPTEMBER 20, 1963
PLAIN  TEXT R

TELETYPE URGENT

BAC, BIRMINQHAI\lBl 152! C

e A ’%%M é”@#@

3 £39;"". »
iy I REBUTEL  TONIGHT.FOLLOWINGEMSDISCUSSED

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION.

PHOTOGRAPH&ARS AT NSRPHEADQUARTERBND
2 PERSONS ENTERING NSRP HEADQUARTERS snoum BE SHOWNTO

POSSIBLE WITNESSES. EFFORTS TO LOCATE RAMBLER STATION

WAGONsmMmvmMBYVIrNESs- snounmBBrxsonousmr
PURSUEDONSIDERASTIQN istGIVENONTERVIEWING

ITONIBIAT

J |IsBEINGNTERVIEWEODAY CONSIDER

g Im~-ERwWEW1~@!]

NEAR FUTURE. THE <omr
APA

@i SI-IOULD  BBACKT BORERy¢3oNs-{Ea
e INCLUBIBIR L FRNNHR NDOR?. ...

-.4e &# B SHRESIIIEEINGOCATERY LABORATORYO6ES E 3

-n—_nn._.|l

Tnllnn a&39;1&#39;.&#39;£.",*=C» 1 &#39
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TELETYPE 10 SAC, BIRMINGHAM
RE:  BAPBOMB .

CO NB}GE[HTGNEZB[BF{'AIRHED
TOATEEYEWITNES .ND

INVESTIGATIOGEBNCER192TING.WHEREABMUASILEADERS
ANNISTON DURING PERTINENT  PERIOD SHOULD BERESSED
VIGOROUSLY  IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY BE INTERVIEWED

AT THE EARL-IESTPOSSIBLE TIME: -



. {

onnoa-uilOuno.|o J i
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gt,
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~ Tulaon |
T Belmont
Mo... .. =
\W-in-i
alluhun _i
-,."8.8: -f-&#39;5-c. G Z
vané -
o w Rosen mm: Septemﬂjf%
k.=
* 5 Tlﬂl ,| ey
2 FROM=  C.L.  McGo Jole. Room__
&#39; - Gumfy
&#39; X
SUBJWFI UN.K18TOW192T..,$.UBJ&#39;EC. TS "< 2 -
OMBING OFTHECSDKTEENT w

I TRE..El.BA.PII IC"H&#39 ;DBQ!l &#39; &#39;

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA
1 . ssrrsmnnn 15, 1963
BOMBING MATTERS

BHIIG A dhé&aboratobrdiigision

Birmingham last  Tifht 01 owing material obtained at the bombing
which material is to Impectrographically examined for  the presence  gjossible
explosive residues.

Pieces dfeavy gauge wiogering windows dhe church;
Pieces afindow frames from the ladies lounge;

Fragments afrapery material found in the ladies lounge;
Fraomente of metal fearwerina windowe< in  ladie< lotinae:



_ Q

Memorandum for Mr. Rosen

- IREES

- . &§B9:-J51-&#39%;,0n or nextto alimestone  sill of

Birmingham advised ttie bomb is believed to have lj@aced

a double window near the northeast corner

of the church and thatit could have easily been concealed at that point under

r.o_ aoncrete  stairway. The  fofce the explosion demolished the stairway,
propelled concrete fragments of the stairs in all directions.

at

Ea—

1 The explosion causetbhmage the firm esat to thewindow

b1 7o T inhe form of a Yhaped aragasuring approximately sixfeet in width,

tand two feet indepth. The i the double window consisting of a solid piece
g limestone eight feetin length was shattered, Aole approximately seven
~"feet square in gartition  at the back of the ladies lounge opposite the double

53 gwindow resulted from propelled brick and stone from the blast.
K -.54. . .
<0 | The heavy wmesh screesr tioeitsidetioé double
92= .~z window \iaslly distorted, broken fromits frame and propelled into the
_ladies&#39; lounge.
1 The

41

2-1-5-ii

principal bomb damage to the church was confined to the ladies
T lounge and adjoining rest room. However, every" window and roomin the

church includi the Sunday School assembly room and main church auditorium
Nadfected qoyt ast. -

agrees >¢

| The materialfboougnbn&ranns

presently being examined by the Laboratory.

Vi - i<92;; [ &#39::/
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September 19, 1963

PLAIN TEXT
v TELETYPE URGENT 7&#39;
Britba = TO SAC &#39;! AMP_.A 57-B55!
5383 Lopga0 = FROM DIRECTOR FBI 57-1025!
N T 'I;) =». -
—&#39 uv:; ¢ -53
-&#39; REURTEL SHEREEBERH LAST.
2 .., S91&#39; was HIGHWAY PATROLMAN AND wassranma wno ARE
Ae o KNOWN TOYOUR OFFICEAS KLANSMENSHOULD NOBE INTERVIEWER1
t, -4 -
UNLESS LONVMEAT IGATION SPE\[DKI@AECYI‘HAT
sucn mrsnvmws mom Ssonucrma. arnnmcmn ADVISED
[A7- 1025 -V
BY MAIL.
55 |
JCTerS UMt h &#39;

sy 1 />0 &#39; é 19SEP295%53

1 - Birmingham

NOTE: The Bureau issued instructions 9/ 15 8:16/G®ncerning  intervus
of dfiansmen  and hate group subjects as wall gmtential  bembing
suspects. Taavpa  requested adviceof Bureauas to whether aHighway

A%. . Patrolman and &Constable inthe Tampa Division who are Ktlawsmen
should hecluded in these intervus. In  view oi their connection  with law
enforcement agencies appears at this time that ttvese individuals
1. &#39; dinmtuld be interviewed unless such substantial reason igeveloped indicating
B that such interviews would prove of value.
o~
H011!&#39;
g 1F irm__ H__ - rl N, -1.--*R#39;s> "=&#39;F" -
gg:j;*jc,;  u. SO |hFAFbT|9l2&ﬂ’39EEEN1

ans. |r.1 _ S-a.W Cilia?- quf:Aa 1 §T8N4-/1>>

LY ) el {
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send by nin contact missed
1 RADIOGRII U353NT urgent. plain  text teletype
-1
vV ~. 1
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armmrcmur 51-ass!
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% ,
247 mromumas mé&nmrrnconmxchamigjs&nnnm&#39;r¢
g;#sgg: “  canmoocu  mmmssnn, JULYum AUGUSTULU&#3SBIXTMT casn IN
471;,
1%t ffg
8ff;:%
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n he

IN  ADDITIOL

THEY SHOULD BE THOROUGHLY INTERVIEIED CDNCERHIHG [HQTANT BOIBING

THEIR IHERELBOUTS BRING THE PERTINENT PERIOD SHOULD BE LSCERTAINED

*_ 1_ TdmL_§§Q|OGRAP@STHESEHENSHOUL[BE OBTLIHED = A3 ELL L5 PHOTOGRAPHS

221,70, raRIMOMOBILE®uoama6lHICIwE0; 1-mays;
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TELETYPE 8AC, _BIRMINGHAM
&#39: RE . H - f I1:,-;.:¢.
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BBEERNMENT -D
Memorandum 3777
T0 MROLEBON DAGWE?I:B%%B

8439, 8439} FROM A.H.Belmont £// aogn. Tove] f&H:
- m% BLO8WN cH
- SUBJBRO&HBEHSME

’Q. ~)

O

4

7-?»
Relative to the bombing of the Butriihgham
resulted in the Kkilling of four children, it was our feeling imme-
I 2 diately on Sunday, when we got this news, that the persons who I
W V- perpetrated this atrocity had gone beyond the bounds acceptable t&#39;
1&#39:8#39; ehamdened segregationists. It is dhing to explode dynamite
in V» 85 outside a house or in an empty building, with  the aim of scaring
~ 92 Negroes and integrationists and holding them back ftbheir drive
- § to achieve racial equality, but it is another thing to take the lives
of  innocent children.
We issued immediate instructions to Birmingham and surrounding
offices to interview all members of the Ku KIm: Klan and the National
%%hts Par F as WeII as, other, hate grou s in theé‘ief thﬂil /
the samedoken, Wesuggestecyesterdaythat a newspaper
article appear in a B|rm|ngham paper  stressing the responsibility
iv of the Birmingham community for the underlying causes of this tragedy
and calling on all persons to furnish information to the FBI, which
has the-ability ~~ to handle such information  in condence and get
1 results&#39;8ranqThis  article is being given to the press today.
A
| have noted"&#39jine p@ess play on this same theme, namely
92 that it is the&#39;~responsibility of the whole Birmingham and Alabama

community for what has happened and for correcting the situation;
"an &#39; for _example, the article Q& Charles Mor an/é in ._Fe Washington

= rdd v mong,+20i0* ame”

"R think: it would be very timely for the Director to put out
a statement to tge press along the lines thdile in this country
égeryone entitled to his own opinion, and to achieve his goal

lawful means, this tragedy pinpoints what can happen when
unthlnk|ng individuals strive reach their goals by violence

%fnﬁnéffc%%fﬁ
AHB*.

m'eﬁ'ﬁﬁllrgggg ‘thr IEW
r M4y mm
/021 %%24 1963
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-&#39; &#393

Q 92?12 J 1

- t.
_ .u
Mr Tolson
citizens deplore this  outrage, and consequently the Director is making
— T a plea to all individuals, regardless  of their beliefs, -tome forth
8 and furnish information to the FBI wihich help to remove this
a stigma  from the community. The FBI is conducting a full investiga-
u f tion to determine those responsible for this tragedy and requests
u‘gfr'ff the assistance oi the airgnunity in  furnishing information to
Pj this end.
&#39;~m|
Iseems to me that this anticl have  several results.
First, it would clearly place the Dinector record as to his feelings
about this incident and the fHut the FBI is conducting a full
EWE iseestigition; it will further emphasize the responsibility
of the Riominmyimsty in this matter gidce a burden on
on the people of themmunity to cooperate; and third, it will set the
stage for the development of additional sources and informants in a
very  sensitive area.
t
ACTION
_ If you agree, Mr. DelLoach&#38@jsision will  prepare an
SODAUAERw GaRVRINL L 11 - S
o ALIJDENDUM; CDD;saj!;9-1&#39;?4d8,; Beltm nt&#8Ag¢ggestion has merit and
obviously reflects good thinking. | do have rAservations. statement of this
t w&r been issued two days, eéaﬁé f% ltel dfﬁ
?2<S g1 ‘casH R sHiEstateffiont
would make it appear that the Director is coming in thack door to capitalize on

a tragic incident. The President, Attorney General, Martin Luther King, and
countless others have issued numerous statements, many of them intimating that
the blame lies on various personalities or groups. | don&#B@k it advisable to

join the parade.

There is another point. We all know that our record thus
ihj far in bombing cases is not good. For the Director to receive nationwide publicity,
through the medium of the suggested statement, will serve to bring up--in the
minds of many newsmen, and particularly our enemies--that we haveyet to effect

a solution. It will appear to many that we might be trying to absolve ourselves
of responsibility. i
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